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COMMISSION. 


VICTORIA,  by  the  Grace  of  God.  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Thomas  Nicholas 
Redington,  Knight  Commander  of  our  most  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Robert 
Andrews,  Esquire,  one  of  our  Counsel  learned  in  the  Law,  Robert  W ilfred  Skeffington 
Lutwidge,  Esquire,  Barrister-at-Law,  Janies  Wilkes,  Esquire,  and  Dominick  John  Cor- 
rigan, Esquire,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Greeting: 

Whereas,  We  have  thought  it  expedient,  for  divers  good  causes  and  considerations  Us 
thereunto  moving,  that  a diligent  and  full  inquiry  should  forthwith  be  made  into  the  state 
of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  and  other  Institutions  for  the  Custody  and  Treatment  of  the  Insane 
now  existing  in  that  part  of  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Ireland,  and  also  iuto  the  present  state  of  the  Law  respecting  Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums in  that  part  of  our  said  United  Kingdom. 

Now  know  ye  that  We,  reposing  great  trust  in  your  fidelity,  discretion,  and  integrity, 
have  authorized  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  authorize  and  appoint  you  the 
said  Sir  Thomas  Nicholas  Redington,  Robert  Andrews,  Robert  Wilfred  Skeffington 
Lutwidge,  James  Wilkes,  and  Dominick  John  Corrigan,  to  be  our  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  State  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  and  other  Institutions  for  the 
Custody  and  Treatment  of  the  Insane  now  existing  in  that  part  of  our  said  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called  Ireland,  and  also  into  the  present  state  of  the  Law 
respecting  Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums  in  that  part  of  our  said  United  Kingdom.  And 
for  the  better  discovery  of  the  truth  in  the  premises,  We  do  by  these  presents,  give  and 
grant  to  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority  to  call  before  you,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  you,  such  persons  as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  by  whom  you  may  be 
the  better  informed  of  the  truth  in  the  premises ; and  We  do  further  by  these  presents 
give  and  grant  to  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority  to  inquire 
into  the  premises,  and  every  part  thereof  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  whatsoever,  and 
We  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  autho- 
rity, when  the  same  shall  appear  to  be  requisite,  to  administer  an  Oath  or  Oaths  to  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  be  examined  before  you  or  any  two  or  more  of  you, 
touching  or  concerning  the  premises ; and  W e do  also  give  and  grant  to  you,  our  said 
Commissioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  full  power  and  authority  to  cause  all  persons 
to  bring  and  produce  before  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  all  and  singular,  books, 
records,  papers,  and  other  writings  touching  the  premises,  which  shall  be  in  the  custody  of 
them,  or  any  of  them ; and  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  you,  upon  due  examination  of  the  premises,  do  and  shall  report  to  us,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  under  your  hands  and  seals,  respectively,  what  you  shall  find  touch- 
ing or  concerning  the  premises,  upon  such  inquiry  as  aforesaid ; and  W e do  further  will 
and  command,  and  by  these  presents  ordain,  that  this  our  Commission  shall  continue  in 
full  force  and  virtue,  and  that  you  our  Commissioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  shall 

a 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


iv 

and  may,  from  time  to  time,  proceed  in  the  execution  thereof,  and  of  every  matter  and 
thing  therein  contained,  although  the  same  be  not  continued  from  time  to  time  by  adjourn- 
ment : and  We  do  hereby  command  all  and  singular  our  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs, 
Magistrates.  Ministers,  Constables,  Officers,  and  all  other  our  loving  subjects  whatsoever, 
as  well  within  liberties  as  without,  that  they  be  assistant  to  you  and  each  of  you  in  the 
execution  of  these  presents.  And  for  your  further  assistance  in  the  execution  of  this  our 
Commission,  We  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Michael 
Joseph  Barry,  Esquire.  Barrister-at-Law,  to  be  Secretary  to  this  our  Commission,  and  to 
attend  you  our  said  Commissioners,  whose  services  and  assistance  we  require  you  to  use 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  shall  require,  in  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  Eighth  day  of  October,  in 
the  Twentieth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

By  Warrant  under  the  Queen’s  sign  manual. 

C.  ROM  ILLY. 


By  Letters  Patent,  bearing  <latc,  respectively,  April  30tli,  1857,  December  8th,  1857,  and.  March  8th,  1858, 
Her  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  Commissioners  to  complete  their  Inquiry 
and  Report  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858. 
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May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

In  obedience  to  your  Majesty’s  Commission,  bearing  date  the  8th 
October,  1856,  we  have  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  and  other  Insti- 
tutions for  the  custody  and  treatment  of  the  Insane,  now  existing  in  Ireland,  and  into  the 
present  state  of  the  Law  respecting  Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

All  the  members  of  the  Commission  assembled  in  Dublin  on  the  16th  of  October,  1856,  PB0CEED' 
to  take  into  consideration  the  course  of  proceeding,  and  we  determined,  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  to  visit  the  several  Private  and  Public  establishments  for  the  reception  of  the  sionebs. 

Insane,  in  order  that,  by  personal  inspection,  we  might  inform  ourselves  of  the  actual  

treatment  and  condition  of  the  afflicted  inmates.  "We  also  prepared  such  forms  of  returns 
as  appeared  best  calculated  to  elicit  detailed  information,  as  to  the  number,  description, 
condition,  and  abode  of  the  Insane  Poor  in  Ireland,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  issued 
prior  to  the  1st  January,  1857,  in  order  that  the  statements  might,  as  required,  apply  to 
that  date,  and  thus  exhibit,  as  far  as  practicable,  an  accurate  census  of  that  class  on  one 
specified  day. 

The  returns  which  we  have  obtained  from  the  Asylums  and  other  Public  Institutions 
are,  we  have  no  doubt,  accurate;  but  as  regards  the  returns  of  Insane  Poor  at  large, 
furnished  by  the  Constabulary,  it  is  consistent  with  the  most  perfect  accuracy  in  enumera- 
tion that  a similar  value  should  not  have  been  attached  by  each  of  the  persons  employed 
to  the  term  “ poor,”  as  designating  the  class  to  which  the  return  applied.  It  may  however 
fairly  be  assumed  that  none  are  included  in  the  returns  except  those  whose  poverty, 
coupled  with  their  mental  condition,  would  justify  their  admission  into  Asylums  for 
Lunatic  Poor. 

At  an  early  period  of  our  labours  we  felt  it  necessary  to  commence  the  examination  of 
witnesses,  in  order  that  we  might  obtain  an  exact  statement  as  to  the  course  of  proceeding 
in  reference  to  the  Erection,  Government,  and  Inspection  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  with  respect 
to  which  the  law  was  by  no  means  explicit,  and  the  official  reports  before  us  did  not 
supply  adequate  information. 

With  this  view,  our  first  witnesses  were  selected  from  those  officially  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  laws  relative  to  Lunatic  Asylums  ; for,  in  order  not  to  encumber 
that  question  with  the  consideration  of  the  law  as  regards  lunatics  not  detained  in  public 
institutions,  we  postponed  all  inquiry  on  the  latter  point  till  the  dose  of  our  investigation. 

We  subsequently  examined  several  persons  connected  with  institutions  for  the  reception 
of  the  insane,  and  finally  held  a Public  Court  at  our  office  in  Dublin,  and  one  at  each 
District  Asylum,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  such  evidence  as  might  he  tendered  to  us, 
calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  subjects  of  our  inquiry. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  the  whole  of  the  Evidence  given  before  us ; and  if  it 
contain  a repetition  of  the  same  interrogatories  on  each  occasion,  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  the  object  of  holding  these  inquiries  was  to  obtain  information  upon  the  working  of 
the  existing  law,  and  the  condition  of  the  Asylum,  in  each  District,  and  that  the  examina- 
tion, therefore,  in  each  case,  necessarily  took  the  same  direction. 

We  have,  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings,  inspected  all  the  Private  and  Public  Asylums  Inspection 
in  Ireland  specially  devoted  to  the  reception  of  the  insane,  viz. : — tionsforth 

Insane, 

1.  District  Asylums. 

2.  House  of  Industry  Asylum  (Hardwicke  Cells),  and  Lucan  Asylum. 

3.  Central  Criminal  Asylum. 

4.  Private  Asylums  (Licensed  Houses). 

5.  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  and  Bloomfield  Retreat  (an  Institution  under  the 

direction  of  the  Society  of  Eriends). 
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In  addition,  ire  have  felt  it  out  duty  to  visit  several  of  the  Prisons  and  Workhouses 
in  Ireland  where  lunatics  are  detained,  in  order  that  we  might  judge  of  the  arrangements 
made  in  these  establishments  for  their  reception,  the  manner  of  their  treatment,  and  the 
actual  condition  of  those  who  might  at  the  time  be  detained  therein. 

The  Appendix  to  our  Report  contains  the  Evidence  of  the  witnesses  examined  by  us, 
among  whom  will  be  found  members  of  the  several  professions,  the  representatives  of  the 
country  districts,  as  well  as  of  the  corporations  of  several  towns,  besides  those  connected 
with  the  working  of  the  law,  or  the  management  of  institutions  for  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  insane. 


Statistics  We  now  proceed  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  the  result  of  our  inquiries,  and  the 
of  Insanity,  conclusions  at  which  we  have  arrived. 

From  the  Returns  which  we  have  received,  it  appears  that  the  Insane  Poor  of  Ireland 
Insane  maintained  at  the  public  cost,  or  at  large,  numbered,  on  1st  January,  1857,  9,286 
maintained  thus  distributed — ’ ’ 

at  the  pub- 

llc  cost-  In  District  Asylums, 8,824 

„ Workhouses, 1,707 

„ House  of  Industry  (Hardwicke  Cells),  and  at  Lifford,  108 


while  there  were — 


5,639 


In  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  . . . .127 

„ Gaols  and  Government  Prisons,  . . . 168 

who,  although  they  may  for  the  most  part  be  classed  as  poor,  yet 

are  not  necessarily  such.  

Thus  giving  the  total  number  maintained  at  the  public  charge,  5,934 
At  large  and  While  the  number  of  insane  poor  at  large  and  unprovided  for 
unprovi  e was,  as  returned  by  the  Constabulary  and  the  Metropolitan 

Police, 3,352 


Probable 
number  re- 
quiring pub- 
licprovision. 


Total, 9,286 

This  total  gives  the  present  number  of  Insane  Poor  provided  for,  or  likely  to  become  a 
charge  on  the  public  ; but  we  are  far  from  thinking,  for  the  reasons  hereafter  assigned, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  large  class  of  Insane  included  in  the  Con- 
stabulary Returns.  We  did  not  think  it  desirable  to  include  in  these  returns  any  but 
Poor  Lunatics,  as,  by  the  introduction  of  the  wealthier  class,  the  total  number  of  Lunatics 
at  Large  would  unfairly  represent  those  for  whom  public  provision  might  possibly  be 
required,  and  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  asylum  accommodation 
wanting  in  any  district. 

The  Census  Commissioners  (1851),  and  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  in  their  last  Report, 
have  given  returns  of  the  total  number  of  Insane  in  Ireland,  in  1851  and  1857,  respectively. 
The  returns  of  the  Inspectors  are  not  given  for  the  same  date  in  the  several  Institutions, 
and  they  contain,  moreover,  the  number  of  persons  simply  “ epileptics”  at  large  and  in  the 
workhouses  ; and  as  these  are  exclusive  of  the  “lunatics”  and  “idiots”  in  those  returns, 
they  may  be  omitted  from  the  total  of  the  insane.  The  Census  Returns  give  the  number 
of  Insane  in  Ireland  on  the  3 1st  March,  1851,  at  9,980,  of  whom  4,635  were  at  large.  The 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  in  their  last  Report  (if  we  exclude  epileptics  at  large  and  in  work- 
houses,  for  those  in  asylums  must  be  supposed  to  be  insane),  fix  the  number  at  11,452,  of 
whom  5,441  are  at  large.  A comparison  of  these  returns,  made  at  an  interval  of  between 
five  and  six  years,  and  obtained  through  the  same  sources  of  information,  shows  a con- 
siderable increase  in  the  amount  of  Insanity  in  Ireland. 

The  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  in  their  Report,  state  that  the  return  of  insane  at  large  which 
they  have  given,  amounting  to  5,441,  exclusive  of  epileptics,  may  be  estimated  to  include 
Ibid,  p.  10.  600  lunatics  and  idiots,  who,  so  far  as  they  can  judge  from  their  returns,  are  not  paupers. 

This  will  reduce  their  estimate  of  insane  poor  at  large  to  4,841 ; while  the  returns  we 
have  obtained,  which  distinctly  specified  that  the  “ poor”  alone  should  be  included,  have 
given  a total  of  only  3,352.  we  trust,  therefore,  that  the  demand  for  additional  accom- 
Licensed*  modation  may  not  prove  so  extensive  as  the  larger  returns  would  suggest. 

Houses6  and  The  number  of  patients  in  Licensed  Houses  and  Benevolent  Institutions  on  the  1st 
Benevolent  January,  1857,  was  459. 

Institutions, 


Part  III. 
Status  of 
Disease,  p. 
49. 

Eighth  Re- 
port, p.  9. 
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We  shall  divide  the  consideration  of  the  subject  committed  to  our  investigation  into  Division 
five  branches.  or  thb 

Subject. 

I.  Public  Institutions  for  the  reception  of  the  Insane  maintained  at  the  Public  

Charge. 

II.  Private  Asylums  (Licensed  Houses). 

III.  Benevolent  Institutions  for  the  treatment  of  the  Iusane. 

IV.  Chancery  Lunatics. 

V.  Lunatics  otherwise  located. 

I.— PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  INSANE 

Under  this  head  are  comprised 

1.  District  Asylums. 

2.  Workhouses. 

3.  Gaols. 

4.  Central  Criminal  Asylum. 

The  history  of  legislation,  as  regards  a provision  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  public  Institu-  History  of 
tions,  may  be  here  briefly  traced.  inTe^ardT 

The  first  steps  which  appear  to  have  been  taken  for  this  purpose  would  seem  to  have  ° r °‘ 
been  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  when,  as  stated  in  the  interesting  Report  of  the  Census  Re- 
Census  Commissioners  (1851),  Sir  William  Fownes,  then  (1728)  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  Port> 
caused  cells  to  be  erected  in  the  workhouse  for  the  reception  of  lunatics.  This  insti-  ' 
tution  was  regulated  and  maintained  under  Act  of  Parliament,  but  although  a small 
amount  of  accommodation  for  lunatic  poor  was  thus  afforded,  yet  the  law  itself'  was  silent 
as  regarded  them. 

A subsequent  Act,  11  & 12  Geo.  III.,  c.  11  (1772),  enabled  workhouses  to  be  established  11  & 12  Geo. 
generally  in  any  county,  or  county  of  a city  or  town,  in  Ireland ; and  some  small  provi-  11 
sion  was  made  for  lunatics  in  the  houses  of  industry  thus  established.  The  first  legislative  ' 
enactment,  however,  in  Ireland,  which  was  specifically  directed  to  the  support  of  the  insane, 
appears  to  have  been  27  Geo.  III.,  c.  39  (1787),  the  8th  section  of  which  enabled  Grand  27  Geo.^Iir. 
Juries  to  present  “ such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  necessary,  at  c-  39  (17S7)- 
the  spring  and  summer  assizes  to  he  held  for  each  respective  county,  for  providing  and 
supporting  a ward  'or  wards  for  the  reception  and  support  of  such  idiots  and  insane  per- 
sons as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  recommended  by  two  or  more  magistrates  of  such 
county,  which'  magistrates  shall  certify  that  such  persons  so  recommended  are  idiots  or 
insane,  and  destitute  of  any  means  of  support.”  This  enactment  does  not,  however,  appear 
to  have  had  any  general  operation. 

In  1806  another  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  46  Geo.  III.,  c.  95,  the  second  section  46  Geo.  in. 
of  which  enabled  Grand  Juries  at  “ each  summer  assizes  to  present  a sum  uot  exceeding  c‘ 95  ( b 
One  Hundred  Pounds,  for  the  support  of  a Lunatic  Asylum,  or  ward  connected  with  a 
House  of  Industiy,”  and  “where  no  presentment  shall  have  been  made  under  the  Act 
above  recited.” 

These  were,  however,  very  inadequate  provisions  for  the  support  of  the  lunatic  poor, 
and  although,  in  the  period  which  had  elapsed  from  the  enactment  of  the  House  of  Industry 
Act,  11  & 12  Geo.  III.,  c.  11,  lunatic  wards  had  been  erected  either  in  connexion  with  Extent  of 
those  institutions,  or  under  the  direct  provisions  of  the  subsequent  statutes,  yet,  in  1817,  it  isi7.S1°Ses3. 
was  stated  before  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  that,  “with  the  exception  paperj  1817, 
of  one  institution  in  Dublin,  one  in  Cork,  and  one  in  Tipperary,  there  was  not  provision  No.  430. 
made  for  more  than  100  lunatics  throughout  Irelaud.”  _ 

The  institution  in  Dublin  here  referred  to  was  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  which  “ . ^ng 
a grant  was  made  by  Parliament  in  1810.  It  was  opened  in  1815,  and  lias  since  become  55 Geo.' ill. 
the  Dublin  District  Asylum.  The  only  remaining  trace  of  the  operation  of  the  27  Geo.  HI.,  c.107(1815). 
c.  39,  is  the  case  of  the  lunatic  cells  in  connexion  with  Lifford  Gaol,  where  three  lunatics  LiffordCells. 
are  still  detained. 

The  attention  of  Parliament  had,  however,  been  drawn  to  tliis  subject,  and  the  necessity  District 
of  making  further  provision  for  the  insane  was  affirmed  by  committees  of  the  House  of  Asylums. 
Commons  in  1804,  1815,  and  1817.  The  labours  of  tbe  last  committee  led  to  the  intro- 
duction of  tbe  57  Geo.  III.,  c.  106,  repealed  and  re-enacted  by  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33 
(1821)  ; by  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  was  empowered  to  direct  and  order  any  j & 2'Ge0i 
number  of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland  to  be  erected  and  established  in  and  jy.  0. 33  ' 
for  such  Districts  as  should  seem  expedient,  with  these  limitations,  that  no  district  should  (1821). 
include  a part  only  of  any  county  or  city,  and  that  where  more  than  one  county  was 
included,  the  asylum  should  be  sufficient  to  contain  not  less  than  100  or  more  than  150  ; 

J b 2 


Public  In- 
stitutions 

FOB  THE 
Insane. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Public  In- 
stitutions 

foe  THE 
Insane. 

8&9  Yic.  c. 
107. 

Present 

District 

Asylums. 


Power  to 
form  new 
districts  and 
to  enlarge 
buildings,  7 
Geo.  IV.  c. 
14;  S tfc  9 
Vic.  c.  107. 
Provincial 
asylums,  8 
& 9 Vic.  c. 
107. 

Power  to 
removeluna- 
tics,  ibid. 

Classes  ad- 
missible to 
District 
Asylums,  1 
& 2 Geo.  IV. 
c.  33. 


1 Vic.  c.  27. 


District 

Asylums. 

Classes  ad- 
mitted as 
“ lunatic 
poor.” 


4 LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 

but,  in  the  case  of  only  one  county,  a number  not  less  than  fifty.  By  subsequent  enact- 
ment, 8 & 9 Yic.,  c.  107,  these  latter  limitations  were  repealed,  and  a discretion  was  left 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  fix  the  maximum  numbers  of  lunatics  admissible  into  district 
asylums. 

Under  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IY.  c.  33,  and  subsequent  Acts  amending  the  same,  nine  dis- 
trict asylums  were  erected  and  opened  before  1835 ; while  the  Richmond  Asylum  had,  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  been  created  a District  Asylum.  In  1845,  the  Cork  Asylum,  thereto- 
fore maintained  by  Grand  Jury  Presentment  under  the  27  Geo.  III.,  c.  39,  was  declared 
a District  Asylum  by  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107  ; and  since  1846  five  new  districts  have  been 
formed  and  asylums  erected.  The  necessity  for  increased  accommodation  has,  besides, 
called  for  the  erection  of  a new  and  enlarged  asylum  in  Cork,  an  additional  asylum  for  the 
Dublin  District,  and  extensive  enlargements  of  most  of  the  other  asylums. 

The  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  14,  and  8 & 9 Vic.,  e.  107,  amending  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33, 
give  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  full  power  to  provide  further  accommodation  for 
lunatics,  should  it  appear  necessary,  either  bv  the  formation  of  new  districts,  and  erection 
of  new  asylums,  or  the  enlargement  of  existing  buildings. 

The  Act  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  sec.  15,  gives  a further  power  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Council  to  order  the  erection  ot  a Provincial  Asylum  in  any  or  each  of  the  four  provinces 
of  Ireland,  to  be  appropriated  to  any  particular  class  or  classes  of  lunatics  ; but  this 
enactment  has  never  been  carried  into  operation.  The  Act  also  provided  for  the  removal  of 
all  lunatics,  in  houses  of  industry,  or  wards  supported  by  Grand  Jury  Presentment,  to  the 
district  lunatic  asylum  ; and  this  provision  of  the  law,  except  in  the  case  of  Lifford,  and 
the  Dublin  House  of  Industry,  has  been  carried  out.  The  case  of  Dublin  was  peculiar, 
as  the  House  of  Industry  was  maintained  out  of  an  annual  Parliamentary  vote,  and 
contained  lunatics  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  from  the  immediate  district. 

Such  has  been  the  course  of  legislation,  as  regards  a distinct  provision  for  the  lunatic 
poor.  W e shall  now  consider  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  government  of  District 
Asylums  ; but  previously  to  so  doing  we  may  state,  that,  in  addition  to  the  lunatic  poor 
who  were  admissible  to  these  asylums,  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  authorized  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  cause  three  classes  of  lunatics  to  be  removed  to  them  when  opened  : 

1.  Persons  indicted, _ tried,  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  Insanity,  at  the  time 

of  the  commission  of  the  crime  wherewith  they  were  charged. 

2.  Persons  found  by  jury  to  be  Insane  on  arraignment,  and  who  cannot  be 

tried. 

3.  Persons  found  Insane  in  like  manner,  when  brought  up  to  be  discharged. 

A subsequent  statute,  1 Vic.,  cap.  27,  extended  this  power  to  four  other  classes,  viz.  : 

1.  Persons  under  sentence  of  imprisonment,  or  transportation,  who  had  become  Insane. 

2.  Persons  under  warrant,  in  default  of  surety  to  keep  the  peace,  who  are  or  may 
become  Insane. 

3.  Persons  under  committal  for  trial,  and  Insane  (until  period  of  trial). 

4.  Dangerous  Lunatics,  committed  as  such  by  magistrates. 

DISTRICT  ASYLUMS. 

The  terms  of  the  Act  l & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  which  indicated  that  Asylums  were  to 
be  erected  for  the  “ lunatic  poor,”  are  not  to  be,  and,  indeed,  have  not  been,  considered 
as  limiting  them  to  the  “ destitute  poor,”  or  those  whom,  by  that  technical  definition  the 
law  recognises  as  qualified  to  be  relieved  out  of  the  poor  rates.  They  have,  nevertheless, 
been  considered,  in  some  cases,  as  debarring  the  Board  of  Governors  from  receiving  any 
payment  for  lunatics  whose  friends  and  relatives  might  be  enabled  to  make  it ; whSe,  at 
other  times,  it  has  not  been  thought  that  the  Board  was  prohibited  from  receivin'*  payin'* 
patients  into  the  institutions  under  their  charge.  The  Act  referred  to  does  not  appear  to  us 
to  have  contemplated  the  reception  of  paying  patients.  We  have  found,  however,  a general 
opinion  to  prevail  in  favour  of  admitting  a class  of  patients  whose  relatives  ’would  be 
unwilling  to  solicit  their  reception  as  pauper  lunatics,  and  yet  who  would  be  unable 
to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  these  afflicted  creatures  in  any  private  asylum.  It  is  for 
such  cases  that  private  benevolence  might  be  expected  to  provide,  and  we  should  be  glad 
to  see  public  charity  turned  in  that  direction.  Evidence  has  been  given  before  us  of  one 
case  in  which  the  proceeds  of  a charitable  bequest  were  about  being  (and  have  since  been) 
applied  in  this  manner,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  object  which  more  calls  for 
the  aid  of  the  benevolent  than  the  establishment  of  charitable  lunatic  asylums.  Ireland 
can  boast  of  one  of  the  earliest  endowments  of  this  nature  in  the  hospital  founded  by  the 
munificent  bequest  of  Dean  Swift,  of  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  separately; 
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and  the  Society  of  Friends  have  established  a Retreat  principally  for  the  accommodation  of 
members  of  their  body,  which,  however,  is  self-supporting;  but  there  is  a wide  field  still 
open,  there  being,  we  are  satisfied,  a large  number  of  cases,  which  are  at  present  either 
treated  as  paying  patients  in  public  asylums,  where  they  associate  with  pauper  lunatics, 
or  who  are  kept  neglected  at  home  because  of  the  want  of  a Benevolent  Asylum. 

We  find  that  there  is  no  fixed  rule  in  district  asylums  as  to  paying  patients.  Some 
Boards  decline  to  receive  them;  others  receive  them  at  a charge  equal  to  the  cost  of 
maintenance ; and  in  others  the  annual  payment  demanded  is  regulated  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Board  of  Governors. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  admission  of  paying  patients  should  be  distinctly  recognised, 
but  that  it  should  be  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  the  Central  Board,  which  we  shall 
propose  to  establish,  may  lay  down,  both  as  to  the  class  of  patients  and  the  proportion  of 
such  cases  to  be  admitted  into  the  asylums,  so  as  at  the  same  time  to  protect  the  ratepayers 
from  undue  taxation,  and  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  lowest  class  from  unfair  encroachment 
upon  the  accommodation  intended  more  especially  for  them. 

The  class  of  patients  to  be  admitted  ought  not  to  comprise  those  who,  from  the  means 
which  they  possess,  should  be  maintained  in  a private  asylum. 

We  do  not  consider  that  any  distinction  should  be  made  in  the  treatment  of  paying 
patients  by  extra  indulgences  being  allowed  to  them,  unless  it  be  that,  where  their  friends 
supply  them,  and  the  physician  may  consider  it  as  having  important  influence  in  regard  to 
their  moral  treatment,  the  use  of  their  own  clothes  may  be  permitted.  Even  this  distinction 
might  be  avoided,  if  the  practice  were  generally  abandoned  of  providing  for  the  inmates 
an  uniform  dress  which  resembles  too  much  prison  or  •workhouse  costume. 

By  the  existing  law,  it  rests  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  to  determine  what  new 
asylums  shall  be  erected,  and  for  what  districts — the  Privy  Council  usually  taking  action 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  through  the  Chief  Secretary’s  Department. 
On  the  first  formation  of  Lunatic  Asylum  districts,  the  Government  had  the  assistance 
of  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence,  appointed  under  57 
Geo.  III.,  c.  106,  to  “ superintend  and  direct  the  erection,  establishment,  and  regulation 
of  all  such  asylums.”  This  Board  consisted  of  eight  unpaid  members,  one  half  belonging 
to  the  medical  profession.  Subsequent  appointments  were  made  as  vacancies  occurred, 
but  the  Board,  in  1835,  having  completed  the  erection  of  the  number  of  asylums 
then  considered  requisite  for  the  whole  of  Ireland,  resigned  their  appointments,  and 
Col.  (now  Sir  John  Fox)  Burgoyne,  Brooke  Taylor  Ottley,  and  John  lladcliff,  Esqrs., 
who  then  constituted  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  were  nominated  in  their  stead. 

The  original  Board  had  taken  an  active  part  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  and  in  considering  the  plans  of  the  several  buildings,  the  extent  of  district  to  be 
attached  to  each  asylum,  and  the  number  of  patients  it  should  be  built  for.  The  new 
Board  appointed  in  1835  appear  never  to  have  exercised  any  of  the  functions  belonging 
to  them  in  connexion  with  the  regulation  of  the  asylums.  Mr.  Radchff  states — “We  have 
performed  the  same  duties  (as  the  former  Commissioners)  with  reference  to  building  and 
purchasing  ground.  We  have  never  performed  any  duties  connected  with  the  management 
of  the  asylums.”  And  again — “ Our  predecessors  did  all  the  duty  without  the  help  of 
Inspectors ; but  since  we  have  been  in  office  the  Inspectors  have  done  all  the  other  portion 
of  the  duty,  and  we  have  been  confined  to  purchasing  ground,  and  erecting  buildings,  with 
the  necessary  fitments,  &c.” 

The  Inspectors,  under  the  Act  of  1845,  whose  labours  have  been  specially  confined  to 
Lunatic  Asylums,  have,  it  would  appear,  practically  undertaken  much,  if  not  all,  of  the  duties 
connected  with  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  asylums,  which  the  law  had  assigned 
to  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence.  Hence  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  fact  all  matters  connected  therewith  are  now  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Inspectors  by  the  Executive — except  as  regards  building  and  the  purchase  of  land,  which 
questions  are  still  left  to  the  Commissioners  of  Control.  It  would  appear,  then,  that 
since  the  appointment  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  the  Government  have  relied  upon 
them  for  that  advice  and  assistance  in  reference  to  the  formation  of  new  districts,  the 
localities  where  new  asylums  should  be  erected,  and  the  extent  of  accommodation  to  be  pro- 
vided— for  which,  on  the  first  establishment  of  District  Asylums,  they  had  looked  to  the 
Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence.  The  latter  Board,  again, , have 
reserved  to  themselves  the  selection  of  the  site,  the  purchase  of  the  land,  the  erection  of 
the  building,  and  approval  of  its  plan,  without  having  among  their  body  (as  was  the  case 
on  the  old  Board)  any  member  of  the  medical  profession,  who  might  be  supposed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  such  institutions. 

As  regards  the  rate-payers  of  the  several  districts  for  which  asylums  have  been  erected, 
the  law  did  not  give  and  it  has  not  been  the  practice,  generally,  to  allow  them  any  voice, 
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directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  arrangements  for  the  formation  of  districts,  purchase  of  land 
selection  of  site,  approval  of  plans,  or  cost  of  building. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Raddiff  details  tvhat  the  practice  has  been,  and  it  may  be  briefly 
stated  as  follows  : — The  order  in  Council,  directing  the  formation  of  the  district,  specified 
the  number  for  which  the  asylum  was  to  be  built,  but  not  the  amount  to  be  expended  in 
the  erection  of  the  building,  except  in  one  instance,  the  Richmond. 

The  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  land  was  fixed  by  a jury. 

The  cost  of  the  building  seems  to  have  been  regulated  by  no  fixed  rule,  for  Mr. 
Radclift’  states,  “At  the  beginning  we  had  some  intention  of  limiting  the  expense  to  so 
much  per  patient.  We  mentioned,  I think,  in  conversation,  about  £100  to  £120  per 
patient  as  the  limit ; but  we  found  afterwards  that  it  was  impossible  to  fix  any  tiling  upon 
the  subject.” 

I he  money  required  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  the  asylum  was 
obtained  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  under  the  provisions  of  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33. 
The  law  directed  this  issue  to  be  made  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  but  through  an 
error,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Radclift;  application  appears  of  latter  years  to  have  been  made 
direct  to  the  Treasury.  However,  in  neither  case  does  it  appear  to  have  been  the  rule  to 
notify  to  the  Executive  or  to  the  Local  Authorities  the  amount  of  the  contract  made  for 
the  erection  of  the  building,  this  having  only  been  done  “ in  some  cases,”  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council. 

There  remained  a considerable  additional  expenditure  for  fitments,  the  amount  of  which 
was  in  like  manner  drawn  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  but  without  any  specific  statement 
being  made  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  any  other  parties,  as  to  the 
probable  sum  required. 

It  thus  resulted  that,  without  any  communication  with  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  several 
counties,  or  any  other  parties  representing  the  ratepayers,  and  without  any  specific  state- 
ment of  the  probable  cost,  to  the  Privy  Council,  who  directed  the  establishment  of  these 
institutions  in  the  several  districts,  large  and  expensive  asylums  have  been  erected,  and  the 
first  public  intimation  of  the  charge,  thereby  imposed  upon  the  district,  was  the  warrant 
for  the  repayment  of  the  outlay  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Juries,  on  whom  such  repayment 
was  imperative.  This  has  naturally  led  to  very  general  discontent,  more  especially  as  just 
cause  for  complaint  also  existed  of  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  works  had  been 
executed,  in  the  asylums  recently  erected.  As  this  latter  point  had  been  the  subject  of 
inquiry  by  anotuer  Commission,  we  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  detailed 
investigation  of  these  matters  when  brought  before  us. 

It  does  not  appear. that  the  course  pursued,  as  above  described,  by  the  Commissioners 
intrusted  with  the  erection  of  asylums,  has  been  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law  but  it  must  be  evident  that  the  law  in  this  respect  requires  amendment.  We  cannot 
think  it  right  that  the  -ratepayers,  or  those  who  represent  them,  should  be  excluded 
from  all  voice  in  the  determination  of  questions  in  which  they  are  so  deeply  concerned  ; 
and  although  stringent  enactments  may  be  required  to  secure  proper  provision  being  made 
for  the  lunatic  poor,  yet  it  seems  to  us  that  it  is  only  when  the  local  authorities  obstinately 
refuse  to  discharge  then’  duty,  in  this  respect,  that  power  should  be  given  to  the  Executive 
to  supersede  their  action,  in  order  that  the  benevolent  object  of  the  Legislature  may  not 
remain  unfulfilled.  We  shall  be  prepared,  therefore,  to  recommend  an  alteration  of  the 
law  m this  particular,  as  well  as  in  the  constitution  of  the  Central  Authority,  which  is  to 
superintend  and  direct  the  Erection,  Establishment,  and  Regulation  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

The  Act  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  ivas  silent  as  regards  Inspection  of  asylums,  but  in  1826 
the  Prisons  Act,  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74,  s.  55,  imposed  on  the  two  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons, 
thereby  appointed,  the  duty  of  visiting  and  inspecting  “ every  madhouse  and  place  where 
lunatics  and  idiots  are  confined,  whether  the  same  be  a public  establishment  or  kept  for 
profit  by  a private  individual.”  Each  Inspector-General  was  to  visit  those  in  his  circuit 
once  in  each  year,  so  that  the  whole  “ were  reported  on  by  each  of  the  Inspectors  once  in 
every  two  years  at  the  least.”  A copy  of  these  reports  was  required,  by  the  56th  section, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  each  Grand  Jury,  after  such  visits,  to  be  laid  before  that 
body  at  the  next  ensuing  assizes.  This  duty  continued  to  be  performed  by  the  Inspectors- 
General  of  Prisons,  who,  by  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  were  specially  declared  “Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums.”  The  Act  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  s.  23,  provided  for  the  appointment  of  one 
or  two  qualified  persons  to  act  as  “ Inspectors  of  Lunatics  ” in  Ireland,  on  whose  appoint- 
ment the  duties  of  Inspector-General  of  Prisons,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  inspection  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  or  other  establishments  for  lunatics,  were  to  be  transferred  to  such 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  “ who,”  in  the  words  of  the  Act,  “ shall  thereupon  undertake  and 
perform  them.”  Dr.  Francis  White,  at  that  time  one  of  the  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons, 
was  named  Inspector  of  Lunatics  under  the  above  Act,  in  the  year  1845 ; and  he  continued 
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to  visit  and  report  on  the  several  Lunatic  Asylums,  &c.,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of 
the  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74.  In  1846,  a second  Inspector,  Dr.  Nugent,  was  appointed,  who  did  not, 
however,  enter  on  his  duties  until  the  commencement  of  the  following  year.  Since  that 
period,  five  Reports  have  been  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  on  the  Asylums  inlreland 
each  fen’  a period  of  two  years  ; and  although  these  documents  testify  to  the  zealous  anxiety 
of  the  Inspectors  to  insure  suitable  provision  being  made  for  the  Insane,  and  contain  much 
interesting  statistical  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  asylums  and  lunacy  cene- 
Tally  in  Ireland,  yet  we  cannot  but  express  our  opinion  that  these  biennial  o-eneral  reports 
were  not  a compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74,  s.  55,  which  required 
“An  annual  report  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  prior  to  the’ 1st  February  in 
each  year.  We  further  think,  that  the  omission  to  report  specifically  on  each  Institution 

for  the  information  of  the  Grand  Juries,  as  required  by  sec.  56,  as  well  as  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  which  had  previously  been  done,  is  to  lie  regretted. 

The  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  were,  in  1852,  appointed  Governors,  ex  officio,  of  all  the  District 
Asylums,  and  as  such  take  part  in  the  pi’oceedings,  in  every  respect,  as  ordinary 
Governors.  We  consider  this  position  quite  inconsistent  with  that  of  an  Inspector,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  report  on  the  state  and  condition  of  institutions  in  the  government  of  which 
he  thus  personally  shares  the  responsibilitv. 

Among  the  provisions  of  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council  were  empowered  by  sec.  5,  “ to  make,  frame,  and  establish,  or  upon  the  suewestion 
and  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence,  to 
adopt  and  authorize  any  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  good  conduct  and  management  of 
District  Asylums  in  general,  or  any  asylum  in  particular.”  This  most  important  measure 
for  securing  the  good  government  of  these  institutions  appears  to  have  been  imperfectly 
carried  out  for  several  years.  On  the  completion  of  the  Armagh  District  Asylum  in 
1825,  an  Order  in  Council  was  issued  directing . the  Commissioners  to  prepare  rules  and 
regulations,  which  were  to  comprise  an  exact  account  of  the  patients,  from  whence 
removed,  and  also  a form  of  admission,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  the  Privy  Council.  The 
task  of  preparing  rules  the  Commissioners  appear  to  have  performed,  but  they  deferred 
submitting  them  to  the  Privy  Council  for  their  approval,  until  they  had  been  tried  by  the 
Governors  of  the  asylum.  Nothing  confirmatory  of  these  rules  was  passed  by  the  Council, 
and  it  was  not  till  1843  that  general  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  were  formally  approved  by  them. 

These  rules  and  regulations  are,  however,  in  many  respects,  unsuited  to  the  existing 
arrangements  for  the  management  of  the  asylums ; they  have  been  in  many  points  quite 
disregarded,  and  in  some  habitually  violated,  and  verbal  directions  have,  in  other  cases, 
been  deemed  sufficient  excuse  for  dispensing  with  the  authorized  rules.  As  instances,  we 
may  refer  to  the  evidence  concerning  Richmond  Asylum,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
duties  of  the  Manager  of  that  institution  have  been  performed;  to  the  forms  of  admission 
in  some  asylums,  which  prevent  the  reception  of  idiots  and  epileptic  cases,  although  the 
rules  declare  them  admissible;  and  to  the  invariable  practice,  at  the  Ballinasloe  and 
Waterford  Asylums,  of  admitting  patients,  not  by  special  order  of  the  Board,  but  by 
the  Visiting  Physician. 

The  principal  defect  in  the  rules,  as  regards  the  existing  state  of  things  in  the  asylums,  is 
that  the  “ duties”  assigned  to  the  Manager  have  been  drawn  up  in  contemplation  of  that 
officer  not  being  a member  of  the  medical  profession.  Fully  concurring  in  the  propriety 
of  the  asylums  being  in  charge  of  professional  persons,  as  our  subsequent  suggestions 
for  their  improvement  will  indicate,  we  regard  a total  alteration  of  that  portion  of  the 
rules  which  affects  the  Manager  and  Physician  as  absolutely  requisite.  Indeed  we  may 
state  generally,  that  a new  Code  of  Rules  for  the  government  of  these  institutions  is  of 
urgent  necessity  ; and  we  feel  called  upon  to  express  our  strong  opinion  that,  when  once 
a body  of  rules  has  been  approved  of,  they  should  be  strictly  enforced,  or,  if  found  un- 
ited, should  be  altered  or  repealed  ; for  there  is  nothing  so  calculated  to  encourage  a 
laxity  of  discipline  and  want  of  order  in  any  establishment,  as  that  its  officers  should  be 
allowed  to  regard  the  regulations  framed  for  their  conduct  and  government  as  a dead  letter 
deserving  neither  their  observance  nor  notice. 

Another  point  to  which  our  attention  has  been  attracted  is,  that  the  Books  required  to 
be  kept  by  the  regulations,  and  some  of  which  are  of  great  importance,  such  as  the 
Morning  Statement  Book,  intended  as  a faithful  record  of  ' the  condition  of  the  inmates 
are  most  irregularly  and  imperfectly  kept  in  some  instances,  no  entries  whatever  beiim 
made  for  several  days.  Again,  the  forms  used  are  various,  and  not  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations.  In  many  cases,  the  Memorandum  Book,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a 
record  of  all  matters  brought  by  the  Manager  before  the  Board,  and  which  it  might 
be  presumed  that  he  would  feel  an  interest  in  keeping,  as  showing  that  he  had  not 
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failed  to  submit  to  the  Board  all  matters  requiring  their  attention,  has  never  been  kept. 
But  enough  has  been  stated  to  show  that  not  alone  is  the  formation  of  a new  code  of  rules 
required,  but  vigilance  in  enforcing  their  observance. 

Next  to  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  these  institutions  comes  the  consideration 
of  the  machinery  by  which  they  are  governed  and  directed.  The  Governors  or  Directors 
of  the  District  Asylums  are  nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33.  The  number  is  unlimited,  and  although  the  prin- 
cipal nobility  and  gentry  in  the  several  counties,  and  dignitaries  of  the  several  churches, 
as  well  as  clergymen  of  different  persuasions,  have  from  time  to  time  been  appointed  mem- 
bers of  these  Boards,  yet  the  attendance  is  in  many  cases  very  irregular  and  deficient.  In 
districts  comprising  more  than  one  county  the  Board  consists  of  members  chosen  from 
each  of  these  counties,  but  the  attendance  is,  as  might  be  supposed,  chiefly  from  among  the 
Governors  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  therefore  usually  from  the  comity  in 
which  the  asylum  is  situated. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  these  Boards  should  have  more  of  a representative  character, 
and  that  Town  Councils  and  other  local  bodies  should  have  a voice  in  the  nomination  of 
Governors. 

We  recommend  that  in  future  the  number  of  Governors  for  each  asylum  should  be 
limited,  and  that  they  should  be  named,  two-thirds  by  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  several 
counties  or  counties  of  towns,  in  such  proportions  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall  determine, 
and  one-third  by  the  Executive. 

We  have  left  the  selection  with  the  Grand  Juries,  because,  until  the  law  shall  otherwise 
provide,  they  are  the  constituted  Administrators  of  the  County  Bate,  out  of  which  the 
asylums  are  maintained,  and  we  think  it  advisable  that  the  nomination  of  one-third  should 
be  left  to  the  Government  in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  remain  for  securing  for  these 
institutions  the  services  of  persons  who,  although  not  selected  by  the  Grand  Juries  may, 
from  the  attention  they  have  given  to  such  establishments  or  other  causes,  be  likely  to  be 
useful  members  of  the  Board.  In  cases  where  the  fiscal  functions  of  Grand  Juries  are 
discharged  by  the  Town  Councils  the  appointments  should  rest  with  the  latter  body.  The 
Governors  appointed  by  the  Grand  Juries  or  Town  Councils  should  be  annually  elected — 
those  named  by  the  Executive  should  be  removable  at  pleasure,  but  the  non-attendance 
of  any  of  those  Governors  throughout  one  year  continuously,  should  vacate  the  appointment. 

The  Governors  meet  once  a month,  but  we  think  more  frequent  meetings  would  be 
desirable,  as,  where  a quorum  does  not  assemble  on  the  appointed  day,  the  whole  business 
to  be  transacted  has  to  be  adjourned  for  a month. 

By  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  regularly  to  inspect  the 
asylum  and  the  inmates,  but  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  evidence,  that  in  some  asylums  this  is 
rarely  done,  and  in  others,  although  certain  members  of  the  Board,  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  institution,  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  it,  yet  there  is  no  Visiting  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  and  no  reports  are  therefore  made  to  the  Board 
of  the  condition  of  the  Asylum  and  the  inmates,  or  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  except 
by  those  officers  themselves. 

We  think  that  either  a Visiting  Committee  should  be  named  by  each  Board,  or  some 
arrangement  made  by  which  the  Governors  would  themselves  undertake,  in  rotation,  the 
duty  of  visitors,  and  record  their  observations  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose. 

The  2 & 3 William  IV.,  c.  85,  empowers  Grand  Juries  to  appoint  Boards  of  Superin- 
tendence of  Charitable  Institutions,  supported  in  whole  or  in  part  by  Grand  Jury  present- 
ment, to  visit,  inspect,  inquire  into,  and  examine  such  establishments,  and  report  thereupon 
to  the  Grand  Jury  at  each  assizes — the  control  and  superintendence,  however,  to  remain 
with  the  Governors.  This  Act,  which  expressly  applies  to  Lunatic  Asylums,  appears  to 
be  only  in  partial  operation — no  such  Board  having  been  appointed  in  several  counties. 

The  appointment  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  District  Asylums  has  hitherto  been 
exercised  by  the  Government,  but  the  legal  proceedings  which  were  taken  in  order  to  set 
aside  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  appointment  of  Chaplains  at  Belfast  leave  it  very  doubtful 
whether  the  right  of  appointment  is  vested  in  the  Executive,  or  indeed  with  whom  it  may 
be  supposed  to  rest ; for  the  Acts  of  Parliament  are  silent  upon  the  subject. 

The  appointment  of  servants  rests,  according  to  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  with  the 
Manager,  who  can  fine,  suspend,  or,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board,  dismiss  them. 

Of  late  years  it  has  been  the  practice  to  appoint  professional  persons  to  the  situation  of 
Manager,  and  we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this  course,  but  the  per- 
son so  appointed  should  be  disqualified  from  private  practice.  The  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  Asylums  contemplated  the  Manager  being  a civilian,  and  the  duties 
assigned  to  him,  in  addition  to  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients,  are  principally  those 
of  a superintendent.  On  the  other  hand  his  treatment  of  the  patients  was  to  be  subject 
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to  the  directions  of  tlie  Physician.  It  will  obviously  be  necessary  to  lay  down  rules  more 
suitable  to  the  new  arrangements. 

We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  Resident  Physician  should  have  charge  of  the  Asylum, 
and  be  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the  inmates  as  regards  their  insanity.  Four  of  us 
consider  that  the  Resident  Physician  should  be  solely  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the 
patients,  both  as  regards  their  bodily  health  and  their  mental  disease;  but  that  he  should 
be  assisted,  when  necessary,  by  a Visiting  Physician,  whose  duties,  however,  should  be 
confined  to  cases  where  his  attendance  may  be  required  in  consultation  by  the  Resident 
Physician.  A very  strong  opinion  is,  however,  entertained  by  one  of  our  body,  Dr. 
Corrigan,  that  there  should  be  a Visiting  Medical  Officer  attached  to  each  Asylum ; that 
his  attendance  should  hot  be  dependent  on  the  discretion  either  of  the  Resident  Physician 
or  of  the  Local  Board,  but  that  he  should  visit  the  institution  daily ; that  while  the  Resi- 
dent Physician  and  Manager  should  have  general  charge  of  the  institution,  and  be  respon- 
sible for  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  as  such,  the  duty  of  the  Visiting  Medical  Officer  in 
their  regard  should  extend  only  to  cases  where  his  attendance  may  be  required  in  consul- 
tation by  the  Resident  Physician,  but  that  the  Visiting  Physician  should  daily  visit  all 
cases  whatever  confined  to  bed,  in  seclusion,  or  under  restraint ; that  he  should  see,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  all  cases  of  injury,  accident,  and  child-birth,  and  record  such 
observations  on  them  as  may  appear  requisite ; that  he  should  be  directly  responsible  for 
the  treatment  of  the  sick,  as  distinguished  from  the  mere  insane;  that,  in  all  cases  of 
discharged  patients,  the  certificate  of  discharge  should  be  signed  by  both  Resident  and 
Visiting  Physicians ; and  that,  in  all  cases  of  death,  the  record  of  the  illness  and  cause  of 
death  should  be  signed  by  both  the  Resident  and  Visiting  Physicians. 

We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  Resident  and  Visiting  Medical  Officers  should  each  be  pos- 
sessed of  a qualification  both  in  medicine  and  surgery ; and  that  all  medicines,  whether 
ordered  by  Resident  or  Visiting  Physician,  should  be  entered  in  the  Prescription  Book, 
and  properly  labelled  for  administration. 

We  think  the  Resident  Physician  should  be  relieved  from  all  duties  of  a civil  character, 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  Institution,  which  might  interfere  with  the  devotion 
of  his  time  to  his  more  proper  duty,  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  inmates.  Leaving  him 
the.  chief  officer  of  the  asylum,  with  authority  over  all  the  other  officers,  except  the  Consulting 
Physician,  we  propose  that  his  civil  duties  should  be  transferred  to  the  officer  to  be  called 
the"  Clerk,  while  the  latter  office  should  be  separated  from  that  of  Storekeeper.  The  Store- 
keeper should  have  charge  of  all  the  property  of  the  asylum,  and  superintend  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm.  We  also  consider  that  in  small  asylums  the  office  of  Apothecary 
may  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Resident  Physician  might  compound  the  necessary 
medicines. 

As  regards  the  appointments  of  the  superior  officers,  viz.,  Resident  and  Consult- 
ing Physicians,  Clerk,  Storekeeper,  Matron,  we  consider  they  should  be  left  to  the 
Governors ; the  subordinate  officers  and  servants  to  be  appointed  and  removed  by  the 
Resident  Physician,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governors;  the  number  to  be  regulated 
by  the  Central  Board. 

"The  evidence  we  have  received  is,  to  a great,  perhaps  preponderating,  extent, 
unfavourable  to  the  higher  appointments  being  given  to  the  Governors  ; but  as  a general 
principle  we  do  not  see  why  the  Executive  Government  should  interfere  in  these  matters, 
or  that  its  interference  has  led,  or  is  likely  to  lead,  to  a better  selection  of  officers  than  would 
be  made  by  the  local  authorities.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that  the  election  of  these 
officers  may  tend  to  local  contentions,  and  that  private  feeling  may  prevail  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  institution.  We  think  that  there  is  not  a little  reason  to  believe  that 
political  influence  might  lead  to  an  equally  injurious  result,  if  the  appointments  are  left 
to  the  Executive.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  the  central  Board  controlling  these 
institutions  should  have  a veto  on  all  appointments  ; and  that  the  Executive  should  have 
a power  of  removal  on  their  recommendation,  founded  on  full  investigation  of  the  officer’s 
incapacity  or  misconduct. 

The  appointment  of  Chaplains  should  be  compulsory  on  the  Governors,  and  vested 
in  them,  subject  to  the  provisions  for  appointment  in  the  Poor  Law  Acts,  and  with  a 
preference  to  clergymen  locally  officiating.  Power  should  also  be  given  to  the  Executive 
Government,  in  the  event  of  the  Board  of  Governors  not  making  the  appointments 
required  by  law,  to  nominate  absolutely  to  such  offices ; the  person  so  appointed  to 
have  the  same  power  as  those  elected  by  the  Board.  The  salaries  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Central  Board. 

The  appointment  of  Chaplains  to  these  institutions  has  led  to  conflicting  opinions  ; and 
the  Belfast  Board  of  Governors  have  successfully  resisted  their  introduction  into  that 

S’  am.  We  have  elicited  opinions  upon  this  point  at  each  of  the  inquiries  which  we 
, and  the  evidence  of  Governors,  Chaplains,  and  other  persons,  wall  be  found-  in  the 
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Appendix.  Except  at  Belfast  and  Armagh,  to  neither  of  which  asylums  Chaplains  are 
attached,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vast  preponderance  of  testimony,  almost  amounting  to  una- 
nimity, is  in  favour  of  such  appointments,  and  strongly  expressive,  as  well  of  the  consolation 
thereby  afforded  to  the  great  majority  of  the  inmates,  as  of  the  cruelty  of  depriving  them 
of  the  ministration  of  their  clergy,  and  the  means  of  attending  divine  worship.  We  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  we  fully  concur  in  these  opinions,  and  recommend  that  Chaplains 
should  be  included  among  the  officers  whom  it  shall  be  imperative  to  attach  to  each  asylum, 
and  that  proper  arrangements  should  be  made  for  the  due  celebration  of  religious  wor- 
ship therein.  At  the  same  time,  as  the  ministrations  of  the  Chaplain  have  a necessary 
connexion  with  mental  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  we  consider  that  the  duties  of 
that  officer  will  require,  on  his  part,  great  judgment  and  discretion  in  their  discharge — 
so  that  while  the  consolations  of  religion  are  fully  afforded,  the  peculiar  mental  condition 
of  the  patients  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  Chaplain;  and  that,  while  visiting  those  of 
his  own  communion,  he  will  carefully  abstain  from  any  thing  calculated  to  excite  or  disturb 
the  minds  of  those  who  belong  to  a different  persuasion.  We  cannot  suppose  that  these 
considerations  will  be  absent  from  the  mind  cf  any  clergyman  entrusted  with  the  pastoral 
charge  ot  the  inmates  of  an  asylum.  We  cannot,  therefore,  withhold  the  expression 
of  our  conviction  that  the  State  is  bound  to  make  provision  for  such  appointments. 
The  rules  should  give  power  to  the  Resident  Phj'sician,  under  ordinaiy  circumstances,  to 
prevent  the  visits  of  Chaplains  to  patients  to  whom  such  visits  may,  in  his  opinion,  at 
the  time  be  injurious;  but  in  cases  of  bodily  disease,  where  danger  to  life  is  apprehended, 
special  notice  of  such  illness  should  be  given  to  the  respective  Chaplains,  who  should  then 
have  unrcstiicted  access  to  the  patients. 

In  reference  to  this  subject  we  may  state  that  our  attention  has  been  directed  by  some 
of  the  witnesses,  and  also  by  communications  which  we  have  received,  to  objectionable 
arrangements  at  present  existing  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship,  and  the  subject  was 
also  brought  under  our  notice  by  the  Government  in  reference  to  the  Richmond  Asylum. 

No  Chapel  was  attached  to  the  older  asylums,  and  the  services  of  the  several  churches 
are  in  them  usually  performed  in  different  apartments, -which,  except  at  that  time,  are 
used  for  their  ordinary  purposes.  In  Ballinasloe,  portions  of  the  building  at  the  end  of 
the  corridors,  in  either  wing,  are  fitted  up  for  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  service 
respectively,  and  are  not  devoted  to  any  other  use,  except  as  the  passages  of  communi- 
cation between  different  parts  of  the  building.  In  the  more  recently  erected  asylums  a 
chapel  lias  always  been  provided,  which  is  used  in  common  by  the  several  churches, 
except  in  the  case  of  Richmond,  where  it  has  been  divided  by  a screen,  and  a portion  fitted 
up  as  a Roman  Catholic  chapel,  the  remainder  as  a place  of  worship  for  the  Established 
and  other  churches.  Considerable  objection  has  been  made,  as  above  stated,  on  the  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  to  the  use  for  the  religious  worship  of  their  church  of  a chapel 
common  to  all  churches,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  found  at  Richmond,  that  the 
Protestant  inmates  object  to  the  arrangement  by  which  they  are  obliged  to  worship  in  the 
same  building  as  those  differing  from  them  in  religion,  although  a screen  separates  the 
two  apartments,  and  the  two  services  are  not  proceeded  with  at  the  same  time.  W e think 
it  desirable  that  all  ground  for  these  objections  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  removed,  and 
that,  where  necessary,  a separate  and  distinct  place  should  be  set  apart  for  the  celebration 
of  divine  service  by  eacli  chaplain,  and  that  the  arrangements  adopted  for  religious  -wor- 
ship and  the  attendance  ot  chaplains  should,  in  all  cases,  be  such  as  will  prevent  any  cause 
being  afforded  for  religious  disputation  or  excitement  among  the  inmates. 

In  the  Tables,  appended  to  this  Report  will  he  found  the  number  of  Officers  and  Ser- 
vants employed  in  each  institution,  and  their  emoluments.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  pro- 
portion ot  attendants  to  patients  varies  somewhat  in  the  several  asylums.  In  our  opinion,  they 
are  nowhere  in  excess— indeed,  we  feel  we  may  with  safety  add,  that,  in  all,  additional 
attendants  are  required.,  if  an  efficient  curative  treatment,  such  as  is  in  accordance  with 
modern  views  upon  this  subject,  is  to  be  pursued.  "We  are  glad  to  observe,  generally, 
that  the  non-restraint  system  finds  favour  among  the  Medical  Attendants  of  these  Institu- 
tions, but  its  adoption  necessarily  involves  a greater  amount  of  attendance,  and,  conse- 
quently, a larger  staff,  the  expense  of  which  should  not  for  a moment  have  weight  against 
the  great  and  beneficial  results,  which  the  introduction  of  this  mode  of  treatment  will 
produce. 

. Another  point,  to  which  we  desire  to  draw  attention,  is  the  small  amount  of  wages 
given  to.  tne  attendants  in  some  of  the  asylums.  The  duty  of  the  persons  so  employed 
is  at  all  times  disagreeable  and  irksome — frequently  dangerous  and  disgusting.  It  requires 
intelligence,  temper,  and  kindness,  on  the  part  of  those  discharging  it,  or  the  conduct  of 
the  attendant  may  undo  all  the  judicious  treatment  of  the  Manager.  A higher  class  of 
servants,  therefore,  should  be  sought,  and  care  should  be  taken,  in  their  selection,  not  alone 
that  they  are  possessed  of  the  qualities  above  described,  but  that  they  are  sufficiently  edu- 
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cated  to  bs  enabled  to  contribute  to  the  recreation  of  the  patients  by  reading  for  their  District 
amusement.  Such  occupations  will  beguile  the  wearisomeness  of  their  watching  in  the  Asylums. 
wards,  and,  helping  to  cheer  and  tranquillize  the  patients,  will  render  their  attendance  a 
more  grateful  task. 

As  regards  the  higher  Officers,  we  consider  their  Salaries  should  be  regulated  by  the  Salaries  of 
Central  Board.  The  salary  of  the  Resident  Physician  and  Manager  should  be  such  as 
will  secure  the  services  of  a competent  Medical  Officer  in  that  capacity ; and  we  think  it  0flicers* 
but  just  that  it  should  increase  with  length  of  service,  so  that  those  who  till  the  situation 
may  not  be  shut  out  from  all  prospect  of  bettering  their  condition. 

\Ve  have  stated  that,  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  asylums  should  consist  of  a Resident  Medical  Extra 
Manager  and  of  a Visiting  Physician.  If,  in  the  larger  institutions,  the  services  of  more  Medical 
than  one  Resident  Medical  Officer  be  required,  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  the  Central  0,Bccr- 
Board  to  make  order  to  that  effect. 

The  law  should  strictly  provide  for  the  Superannuation  of  all  the  Officers  and  Servants  Superanuu- 
of  these  institutions.  The  recent  Statute  on  that  subject  has  been  brought  into  operation  atiun,  19  & 
in  several  asylums  ; but  it  does  not  include  all  the  officers.  20‘Viac.  99. 

We  considered  that  the  scale  of  retirement  in  the  case  of  the  Medical  Officers  should 
not  depend  on  the  same  length  of  service  as  is  required  by  the  General  Superannuation 
Act,  for  the  Medical  Manager  will  usually  have  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office  after  he 
has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  consequently  will 
not,  when  compelled  by  advancing  years  to  resign  his  office,  be  enabled  to  count  the  same 
length  of  service  as  the  subordinate  officers.  The  retiring  allowance  should  in  no  case 
exceed  two-thirds  of  the  salary,  and  should  be  given  in  casc-s  of  permanent  sickness  or 
infirmity,  as  well  as  for  length  of  service,  and  in  all  cases  where  rations  and  clothes  are 
given,  the  value  of  these  allowances  should  be  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the  superannua- 
tion. 

The  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c..  33,  sec.  7,  enabled  Grand  Juries  to  present  for  the  Maintenance  of  Mainten- 
the  Asylum,  the  officers  and  attendants,  and  the  patients  therein.  A subsequent  Statute,  aQceof 
6 Geo.  IV.,  c.  54,  empowered  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  to  direct  a sum,  not  exceeding  f & ^Geo 
£10,000  per  quarter,  to  he  advanced  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  be  allocated  for  that  jy.  33/ 
object;  which  sums  the  Grand  Juries  are  bound  to  repay.  It  is  in  accordance  with  these  and  6 Geo. 
provisions  that  the  asylums  are  at  present  maintained — application  being  made  to  the  c- 5*- 
Privy  Council,  as  stated  in  the  evidence,  on  an  estimate  of  the  expenditure  for  the  quarter, 
previously  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Inspectors.  This  epurse  of  proceeding  is 
exceptional ; no  other  institutions  supported  out  of  the  public  rates  being  thus  supplied 
with  money  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  These  arrangements  have  enabled 
the  institutions  to  be  conducted  without  impediment  from  temporary  deficiency  of  funds, 
while  the  advances  have  been  punctually  repaid  to  the  State ; and  there  appears  reason  for 
this  provision  of  the  law,  inasmuch  as  most  of  the  lunatic  asylums — all  of  those  originally 
erected — were  jointly  available  for  several  comities,  and  the  Governors  would  probably 
have  experienced  difficulties  in  reference  to  their  finances  when  the  supply  of  funds  neither 
depended  upon  their  own  acts  nor  had  been  levied  by  their  authority,  but  was  contributed 
by  probably  three  or  more  distinct  bodies.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  do  not  re- 
commend any  alteration  in  the  law  in  this  respect. 

We  think  the  present  system  of  Auditing  Asylum  Accounts  should  be  altered.  That  Audit  of 
duty  is  now  discharged  by  the  Commissioners  in  London,  and  the  audit  usually  takes  Accounts 
place  at  a long  period  after  the  expenditure  has  been  incurred.  It  would  be  more  satis-  ac 
factory  if  the  accounts  were  audited  by  an  officer,  attending  at  the  asylum  for  that  purpose, 
as  soon  after  the  close  of  each  half-year  as  possible.  Such  a system  would  be  far  more 
effectual  than  that  now  in  operation,  and  would  obviate  the  necessity  for  that  frequent, 
and  often  prolonged,  correspondence,  which  the  Managers  are  obliged  to  carry  on  with 
the  Commissioners  of  Audit  in  London. 

Other  questions  have  been  brought  before  us  by  several  witnesses,  such  as  the  incidence  Incidence  of 
of  Taxation  for  maintaining  the  asylums,  the  chargeability  of  the  inmates,  &c. ; and  we  Ration; 
have  ourselves  invited  the  opinions  of  many  witnesses  upon  these  subjects.  . > abffity  of 

At  the  time  the  District  Asylums  were  first  erected,  there ' existed  no  special  provision  lunatics,  &c. 
for  the  Relief  of  the  general  Poor  in  Ireland;  and,  as  the  Poor  Law  Act,  subsequently  intro-  Opinions  on. 
duced,  placed  a portion  of  the  burden  of  taxation  thereby  created  on  the  Landlord  as  well 
as  the  Tenant,  it  is  urged  that  it  is  anomalous  that  the  support  of  the  Lunatic  Poor  should, 
on  the  contrary,  still  fall  entirely  on  the  Occupier,  as  the  person  from  whom  the  comity 
rate  is  levied. 

If  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  lunatic  poor  until  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Relief 
Act,  it  is  not  probable  that  any  distinction  would  have  been  made  in  the  incidence  of 
taxation  for  the  support  of  the  lunatic,  as  distinguished  from  the  general,  poor.  The 
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same  reasons  do  not,  however,  exist  for  transferring  from  occupiers  a burden  which,  when 
entering  into  their  contracts,  they  knew  they  should  bear,  as  did  for  dividing  between 
landlord  and  occupier  the  new  and  unforeseen  taxation,  introduced  by  the  Law  for  Relief 
of  the  Poor  in.  1S3S.  After  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  we  do  not  feel  that  we 
can  recommend  the  transfer  of  the  charge  for  the  lunatic  poor  to  the  Poor  Rate. 

Again,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  lunatic  poor  should  be 
charged  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  viz.,  on  the  electoral  division 
or,  where  that  cannot  be  fixed,  on  the  union  at  large ; and  it  has  been  urged,  that  more 
effectual  inquiry  could  be  made  into  each  case  by  the  Guardians  on  the  spot,  than  by  Gover- 
nors at  a considerable  distance.  The  latter  remark  is,  no  doubt,  true,  but,  as  regards  the 
chargeability,  we  cannot  recommend  any  change.  First,  so  long  as  the  asylums  are  sup- 
ported out  of  the  Grand  Jury  rate,  there  would  be  a difficulty  in  levying  the  charge  for 
union  at  large  lunatics,  since  the  unions  may  be  situated  in  different  counties  ; audsecondlv, 
we  do  not  consider  that  the  same  reason  exists  for  making  a parish  or  electoral  division 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  its  lunatic  poor,  as  for  its  aged  or  unemployed  paupers. 
Fixing  the  charge  on  a small  area,  no  doubt,  leads  to  applications  for  relief  being 
minutely  examined,  but  the  existence  of  lunacy  is  a palpable  primd  facie  ground  for  relief 
in  the  asylum,  and  does  not  call  for  the  same  scrutiny  of  the  case. 

We  think  considerable  improvement  should  be  made  in  the  manner  in  which  Admissions 
to  the  asylums  take  place.  No  uniformity  of  practice  now  exists.  In  some  asylums  idiots 
and  epileptics  are,  contrary  to  the  regulations,  declared  inadmissible,  while  in  others  they 
are  admitted.  In  some,  as  stated,  paying  patients  are  received,  in  others  rejected.  In 
more  than  one  case  the  admissions  are,  contrary  to  rule,  made  by  the  Physician  and 
Manager  : in  others,  as  required,  they  are  considered  and  determined  upon  by  the  Board. 
There  should  be  one  rule,  rigidly  enforced,  for  regulating  admissions ; and  we  see  no  reason 
for  departing  from  the  Privy  Council  rule,  that  “ Idiots  as  well  as  epileptics,  where  the  fits 
produce  imbecility  of  mind  as  well  as  of  body,  should  be  admissible.” 

We  further  consider  that  it  should  be  at  all  times  competent  to  the  Resident  Medical 
Manager  to  admit  all  cases  provisionally  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the 
Board ; and  that  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  cases  of  insanity  should  as 
speedily  as  possible  be  removed  to  an  asylum,  the  regulations  to  be  framed  should  afford 
every  facility  for  their  admission. 

In  cases  of  ordinary  admissions,  a number  of  queries  are  required  to  be  answered  with  as 
much  accuracy  as  possible — the  object  of  which  is  to  procure  a history  of  the  case.  In 
admissions  from  the  Gaols,  under  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant,  and  from  workhouses,  it  has 
been  stated  that  this  document  is  seldom  or  never  obtained.  We  shall  have  occasion  to 
suggest  an  alteration  in  the  law  affecting  the  committal  of  lunatics  to  gaols ; but  we  think 
it  ought  to  be  imperative  on  the  authorities  of  the  workhouses  to  procure  as  much 
information  as  possible  when  admitting  a lunatic,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  answer  the 
queries ; or,  if  the  person  has  become  a lunatic  in  the  workhouse  or  gaol,  that  as  detailed 
particulars  of  the  presumed  causes  and  the  symptoms  of  insanity  as  can  be  collected  should 
be  at  once  noted  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Governor  or  Master. 

We  think  that  there  should  be  power  given  to  permit  any  patient  to  be  absent  from 
an  asylum,  on  trial,  for  a limited  period. 

As  regards  discharges  from  asylums,  some  complaint  has  been  made  that  the  relatives 
who  place  the  patients  in  confinement  are  unwilling  to  remove  them,  and  that  the  bond  to 
that  effect  has  been  found  useless.  We  think  a ready  mode  should  be  provided  of 
recovering  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  lunatic,  after  due  notice  served  upon  the  parties 
bound  to  remove  him. 

Having  thus  far  reported  on  the  provisions  of  the  law  regarding  District  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums, their  erection,  government,  maintenance,  &c.,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  oive  our 
opinion  upon  the  Condition  of  these  Asylums  generally  at  the  time  of  our  visits.  ° 

The  District  Lunatic  Asylums  of  Ireland  have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  been  erected 
at  two  distinct  periods — those  of  earlier  date  immediately  subsequent  to  the  Act  1 and  2 
Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  original  Commissioners  for  Control  and 
Correspondence  ; the  latter  buildings  for  the  additional  districts,  erected  subsequently  to 
1846,  when  the  necessity  for  increased  lunatic  accommodation  became  obvious. 

The  earlier  asylums  are  Carlow,  Belfast,  Derry,  Armagh,  Waterford,  Clonmel,  Ballina- 
sloe,  Limerick,  and  Maryborough. 

The  more  recent  erections  are  Kilkenny,  Killamey,  Omagh,  Sligo,  and  Mullingar  to 
which  may  be  added  the  Eglinton  Asylum  at  Cork,  and  the  new  asylum  at  Richmond, 
Dublin. 

The  plan  adopted  for  the  earlier  asylums  was  that  of  a radiating  building  of  two  stories, 
having  the  airing  courts  confined  to  the  irregular  spaces  between  the  radii,  the  front  building’ 
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ancl  an  outer  wall,  against  which  sheds  were  usually  erected,  or,  as  in  Limerick,  low  additional 
wards.  In  Derry,  underground  cells  had  been  provided  ; but,  if  ever  used,  they  have  lono- 
siuce  ceased  to  be  occupied  by  patients.  Tlie  necessaiy  offices  usually  occupied  a space 
immediately  behind  the  centre  of  the  front  building,  in  which  are  the  apartments  of  the 
Managers  and  Matrons.  These  buildings  were  not  provided  with  any  modern  improve- 
ments : no  water  was  laid  on — the  patients,  as  in  Carlow,  being  left  to  wash  in  the  open 
courts  under  shelter  of  a shed;  and,  at  most,  one  bad  and  imperfectly  constructed  bath 
being  provided,  for  each  side  of  the.  building.  A like  want  of  baths  existed  at  Derry. 
The  kitchens  were  usually  small  and  inconvenient ; and  where  additional  buildings  have 
been  erected,  these,. as  well  as  the  other  offices,  have  been  found  inadequate  to  the  increased 
wants  of  the  establishment.  . No  places  of  worship  or  recreation  halls  were  provided,  nor 
any  artificial  means  of  ventilating  the  cells  and  galleries  ; no  water-closets  in  the  several 
wards ; neither  were  there  sculleries  or  store-rooms,  nor  adequate  means  for  the  heat- 
ing of  the  building. 

In  the  more  modern  buildings  a totally  different  style  of  construction  has  been 
adopted.  These  are  often  of  pleasing  elevation,  but  of  cosily  construction,  having  three 
floors  instead  of  two,  and  usually  of  great  length,  with,  in  some  cases,  retreating  wmo-s  at 
each  end  ; long  galleries,  with  no  means  for  heating  them  except  small  fire-places  in*  the 
outer  walls,  so  placed,  it  would  appear,  in  order  to  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  elevation  by 
a prominent  gable  ; day  rooms,  forming  projections  with  a like  view  to  architectural  effect, 
with  three  exterior  walls,  and  frequently  cold  and  comfortless — the  cells  almost  invariably 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  building,  which  is  not  generally  the  case  in  the  older  asylums. 
Improvements  are  perceptible  in  the  provision  of  lavatories  and  bath  rooms,  with  a proper 
supply  of  water,  of  recreation  halls,  chapels,  and  vastly  superior  kitchens  and  offices,  as  well 
as  infirmaries,  and  arrangements  for  ventilation. 

In  almost  all  the  asylums,  however,  whether  of  the  earlier  or  more  modern  date, 
the  airing  courts  are  situate  on  the  northern  side  of  the  building,  cold  and  cheerless, 
the  sewerage,  imperfect  or  ill-planned,  and  the  supply  of  water  frequently  defective,  as  well 
from  insufficiency  of  power  to  raise  it  as  absolute  deficiency  during  some  parts  of  the  year. 
At  Killarney  the  quality  of  the  water,  was  distinctly  condemned  by  the  Resident  Medical 
Officer ; and  it  appears  strange  that,  in  the  erection  of  this,  the  latest  asylum  which  has 
been  built,  such  an  important  matter  should  have  been  overlooked.  No  doubt  the  attention 
of  the  Governors  has  been  attracted  to  the  deficiencies  which  exist,  and  we  learned  that 
in  those  asylums  where  want  of  baths,  &c.,  was  particularly  observable,  measures  were  in 
contemplation  for  providing  them.  In  the  older  asylums,  as  above  stated,  the  want  of 
Lavatories, is  much  felt,  and  the  erection  of  water-closets  is  particularly  called  for. 

It  will  not,  however,  suffice  that  these  improvements  should  be  introduced,  but  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Authorities  to  satisfy  themselves  that  they  are  made  available  for  the 
patients. 

From  our  own  observation  we  can  state  that,  in  some  asylums,  proper  attention  is 
not  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  patients,  either  by  enforcing  the  usual  daily  ablutions  or 
the  periodical  bath. 

Again,  at  times  we  have  found  the  water-closets  systematically  kept  locked,  and  never 
used  by  the  patients ; while  in  the  old  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,* in  the  city  of  Dublin,  the 
unfortunate  lunatics  were  required,  from  time  to  time,  to  clear  out  the  contents  of  the  privies 
in  the  yards,  and  to  carry  the  soil  through  a portion  of  the  wards.  These  privies  were 
usually  so  offensive  as  to  be  absolutely  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  -whose  chief 
places  of  exercise  were  the  small  yards  or  courts  in  which  they  were  situated.  Nothing 
appeared  so  defective,  generally,  as  their  condition,  and  that  of  the  sewerage.  As  an 
instance  of  the  latter,  we  may  allude  to  Sligo,  one  of  the  most  recently  erected  asylums, 
where  the  main  sewer  had  been  conducted  immediately  under  the  infirmary  ward,  and  so 
little  below  the  surface  that  the  rooms  were  uninhabitable.  A tradesman  working  in  the 
establishment,  who  slept  there,  was  seriously  affected  by  the  effluvia,  and  when  we  visited 
the  apartment,  the  smell  was  insufferable.  The  necessity  of  having  the  sewerage  arrange- 
ments in  perfect  order  is  too  obvious  to  require  more  than  notice,  and  we  trust  that  the 
several  Boards  of  Governors  will  take  measures  for  securing  their  effective  operation. 

We  have  already  observed  generally  on  the  want  of  sufficient  arrangements  for  heating 
the  asylums,  a defect  which  is  the  more  to  be  deplored  as  heat  is  so  essential  for  the  comfort 
of  the  unfortunate  lunatic.  There  are  fire-places  usually  in  the  day  rooms  and  corridors, 
but  in  some  asylums  fires  are  never  lighted  in  the  corridors,  while  in  others,  the  fire-places 
being  in  the  outer  walls,  and  ill-constructed,  are  of  little  effect.  In  a few  of  the  asylums 
open  stoves  are  substituted  for  fire-places  in  the  corridors,  which  is  a great  improvement. 

The  efforts  made  to  secure  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  new  asylums  have  not  generally 
been  successful.  The  usual  complaint  made  was,  that  the  ventilating  shafts  did  not  act. 
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In  some  this  may  have  arisen  from  the  furnaces  not  being  regularly  lighted,  the  fires  beino* 
only  kept  up  when  they  are  required  for  other  purposes,  and  generally  but  for  one  day  in 
the  week.  It  would  appear  that  all  idea  of  successfully  ventilaiing  these  buildings"  by 
artificial  means  has  been  at  length  abandoned,  for  the  Mullingar  Asylum,  one  of  the  last 
erected,  has  no  arrangements  for  that  object. 

In  most  of  the  new  asylums  padded  rooms  have  been  provided,  for  refractory  patients 
but  their  construction  has  not  at  times  been  approved,  which  has  led  to  the  discontinuance* 
of  then*  use.  We  think  no  asylum  should  be  without  these  rooms,  which,  under  the  non- 
restraint system,  now  prevailing  in  most  of  these  institutions,  are  generally  found  useful. 

In  the  new*  asylums  recreation  halls  have  been  provided,  but,  excepting  in  a few  cases 
• as  the  new  Richmond  and  Sligo  Asylums,  we  found  that  they  were  either  not  used  or 
were  devoted  to  other  purposes.  We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  we  fear  this  has 
generally  resulted  from  the  Manager  or  Governors  not  attaching  sufficient  importance  to  the 
amusement  of  the  inmates,  as  a portion  of  their  treatment.  We  hope  that  this  idea  will  be 
dispelled,  and  that  the  great  want  of  any  amusing  occupation  for  the  patients,  which  is  par- 
ticularly observable  throughout,  the  asylums  (with  few  exceptions)  will,  before  loim*  cease 
to  be  a subject  of  unfavourable  comment.  At  present,  whatever  attempts  have  been  made 
m a few  instances,  and  especially  at  Richmond  and  Sligo,  in  the  way  of  evening  entertain- 
ments, &c.,  nothing  has  been  done  to  mitigate  the  bare  and  cheerless  character  of  the  apart- 
ments usually  occupied  by  the  inmates.  In  corridor  or  day-room,  the  lunatic  sees  nothin 
but  the  one  undiversified  white  wall — giving  to  these  hospitals,  intended  for  the  restoration 
of  the  alienated  mind,  an  air  of  blankness  and  desolation  more  calculated  to  fix  than  to 
remove  the  awful  disease  under  which  it  labours. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  notwithstanding  the  care  and  attention  which  appear  generally 
to  be  given  by  the  Managers  and  Visiting  Physicians  to  the  patients  under  their  charge 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  lunatic  asylums  of  Ireland  wear  more  the  aspect  of  places  merely 
for  the  secure  detention  of  lunatics  than  of  curative  hospitals  for  the  insane.  Probably  it 
is  by  some  considered  that,  the  inmates  being  poor,  the  ratepayers  should  not  be  called  on 
to  provide  for  them  comforts  and  appliances  beyond  their  position  ; and  something 
perhaps,  of  the  idea  prevails,  that  the  lunatic  asylum  should  not,  by  the  comfort  ¥t 
provides  for  its  inmates,  cease  to  be  a test,  like  the  workhouse,  for  those  who  seek  it  as  an 
asylum,  but  it  is  almost  needless  to  point  out  that  the  cases  arc  by  no  means  analogous 
and  it  would  be  as  consistent  to  prevent  the  surgeons  of  our  county  infirmaries  or  fever 
hospitals  giving  expensive  medicines  or  comforts  to  patients,  as  to  refuse  to  provide  for 
the  lunatic  what  may  contribute  to  his  cure.  Besides,  wc  believe  it  better  economy  to 
relieve  the  rates,  by  the  cui*e  of  the  lunatic,  than  to  burden  them  with  his  permanent  main- 
tenance, by  perpetuating  bis  insanity. 

As  regards  the  dietary  of  the  patients,  we  have  to  observe  that,  although  it  varied 
considerably  in  several  asylums,  yet  it  usually  appeared  to  be  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  that  to  which  the  inmates  had  been  habituated  previously  to  their  admission.  In  some 

Asylums  there  appeared  not  to  be  a sufficient  quantity  of  vegetable  food  in  the  dietary 

a change  originating  when  the  potato  supply  was  deficient  some  years  since.  The  potato 
having  again  become  the  principal  food  of  the  lower  classes  in  this  country,  the  transition 
may  have  serious  effect  on  the  newly-admitted  patients.  We  think  that  ‘buttermilk  and 
sknnmed-milk,  which  are  used  in  some  Asylums,  are  objectionable  articles  of  diet  in  such 
Institutions  Copies  of  the  dietary  tables  of  Asylums,  and  of  Returns  showing  the  con- 
sumption of  the  principal  articles  of  food  in  the  several  Asylums,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  lhcse  Returns,  however,  differ  widely  from  the  allowances  specified  in  the 
diet-tables  of  some  Asylums,  and  we  cannot  reconcile  the  apparent  discrepancy.  If  the 
Keturns  of  consumption  are  correct,  the  patients  cannot  receive  the  amount  of  food  pro- 
fessed, to  be  allowed  to  them.  We  took  the  opportunity,  when  visiting  the  asylums,  of 
examining  the  food,  and,  the  manner  in  which  the  meals  are  served,  which  was  generally 
very  satisfactory  ; but  we  hope  the  practice  prevailing  at  Maryborough,  of  tossing  out  their 
food  (potatoes)  before  the  inmates,  as  if  they  ivere  cattle  or  pigs,  has  been  abandoned,  and 
tnat  some  more  civilized  manner  of  furnishing  such  a meal,  in  a great  public  institution,  has 
been  adopted.  _ The  absence  of  salt  from  the  frugal  meal  of  the  poor  lunatics,  which  the 
itesident  I bysician  seemed  to  consider  unimportant,  has,  we  hope,  also  been  corrected. 

I fie  quantity  of  bedding  in  the  several  asylums  appeared  ample.  Beds  of  cocoa-nut 
fibre  are  much  m use,  and  generally  found  knotted  and  uncomfortable.  Straw  beds  aro 
also  much  used  but  we  think  a better  material  should  be  provided  for  sick  and  bed-ridden 
patients,  ihe  bedsteads  were  frequently  of  bad  and  objectionable  construction.  Measures 

doubt  not’  ™ be  taken  ky  the  Governors  to  provide  a better  article,  as  both  they 
and  the  managers  seem  aware  that  slightly  constructed  iron  bedsteads  are  liable  to  be 
broken  up  by  the  lunatics,  and  to  become  dangerous  weapons  in  their  bands;  These  bed- 
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steads  had,  we  found,  been  in  most  cases  supplied  by  the  Commissioners  for  Control,  and  Disteict 
not  by  the  Board  of  Governors.  ’ Asmara. 

In  most  of  the  asylums  the  clothing  was  sufficient  and  of  fair  quality  ; in  some,  how-  n .77 
ever,  it  was  dirty  and  muclnvom,  and  generally  it  requires  improvement.  Uo™g' 

The  condition  of  the  airing  courts  for  the  refractory  wards  on  the  female  side,  at  Neglect  at 
Limerick,  was  very  disgusting,  and  we  were  strongly  impressed  by  the  evident  want  of  Limerick 
careful  attention  and  treatment  to  their  crowded  inmates,  some  of  whom  were  ill-clad  and  0maSl1 
and  in  a most  filthy  condition.  Asylums. 

At  Omagh,  a new  asylum,  many  of  the  patients  were  in  an  equally  objectionable  state, 
and  no  sufficient  means  appeared  to  have  been  taken  for  attending*  to  the  cases  of  dirty 
patieuts,  and  endeavouring  to  correct  their  habits.  J 

The  greater  portion  of  the  male  inmates  of  the  lunatic  asylums  are  usually  employed  Emplov- 
during  the  day  at  labour  on  the  farm  or  grounds  attached  to*  the  institution,  while  a few  went  of 
are  instructed  in  some  useful  trade — generally  shoemaking  or  tailoring,  for  the  use  of  the  lunatics> sa 
establishment,  and  sometimes  weaving.  The  women,  for  the  most  part,  find  employment  fj’p'  f’NNo‘ 
in  the  laundry,  or  are  engaged  in  needlework  and  making  up  articles  of  female  attire  for  22. ^ °‘ 

the  use  of  the  establishment ; spinning  and  knitting  are  likewise  a frequent  occupation. 

Besides  this,  many  of  the  inmates  of  both  sexes  are  employed  to  a considerable  extent  in 
the  kitchen  and  other  household  work  of  the  asylum.  We  have,  however,  on  some 
occasions,  found  that  the  male  inmates  were  employed  in  works  particularly  offensive, 
such  as  pumping  out  a soil  tank,  cleaning  out  privies,  &c.,  which  it  appeared  to  us,  objection- 
able that  lunatics  should  be  engaged  in.  In  some  cases,  also,  the  amount  of  labour  exacted 
from  them  in  working  the  water-wheel  was  excessive.  We  think  that  in  the  arrangement 
of  lunatic  asylums  all  labour  required  for  the  latter  work  should  be  horse  or  steam  power. 

From  the  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  employment  of  the  men  is  chiefly  out  of  doors  ; Want  of 
on  the  other  hand,  the  female  inmates  did  not  appear  generally  to  be  allowed  sufficient  out-door 
out-door  exercise.  It  is  true  that  the  especial  scene  of  their  labours  is  the  interior  of  the  recrcation 
establishment ; but  we  think  some  arrangement  might  be  made  in  the  asylums  for  their  for  femalca 
more  frequent  recreation  in  the  grounds — at  present,  it  appears  generally  that,  except  in 
summer,  the  females  are  seldom  allowed  to  walk  beyond  the  airing-courts,  and  that  even 
at  that  period  of  the  year  the  permission  is  limited  to  one  day  in  the  week. 

Care  should  be  taken  that  the  lunatics  are  never  employed  in  any  work  for  private  Lunatics 
profit.  In  one  instance  we  found  they  were  at  work  on  the  farm  of  the  Resident  Manager,  should  not 
We  have  observed  that,  in  general,  all  idea  of  school  instruction  had  been  given  up.  w”rk  for 
This  is  to  be  regretted,  because,  although  there  may  be  a large  number  wlio,  from  age  and  Pm'at0 
mental  imbecility,  -would  be  unable  to  profit  thereby,  yet  there  will  always  be  very*: many  Neglect  of 
to  whom  literary  instruction  will  not  alone  be  an  advantage  but  an  agreeable  occupation,  school  in- 
tending to  their  mental  improvement  by  training  their  minds  to  habits  of  continued  attention.  struction. 

In  some,  only,  of  the  asylums  a small  collection  of  old  books,  and  a few  numbers  of 
some  interesting  journal,  or  illustrated  newspaper,  were  kept  for  the  use  of  the  inmates. 

In  general,  however,  there  was  no  provision  of  this  nature  ; and  when  it  did  exist,  the 
supply  was  neither  adequate,  nor  were  the  books  selected  useful  or  entertaining. 

The  practice  of  treating  the.  sick  in  their  own  cells  prevails  in  many  of  the  asylums,  Treatment 
even  where  separate  infirmaries  have  been  provided,  and  we  cannot  too  strongly  express  of  the  sick, 
our  opinion  as  to  the  injudiciousness  of  this  course,  in  cases  of  serious  illness.  "The  cold 
and  confined  cells  occupied  by  the  patients  are  quite  unsuited  for  the  treatment  of  disease 
which  confines  the  invalid  to  his  bed ; and  it  is  impossible  that  the  same  care,  attention, 
and  comforts  can  be  bestowred  on  patients  scattered  in  distinct  apartments  over  a large 
building,  as  in  the  dormitory  of  a comfortable  and  well-heated  infirmary.  In  some 
instances,  cases  of  severe  illness  were,  from  being  scattered  over  the  institution,  not  even 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Visiting  or  Resident  Physician.  In  other  instances,  cases 
of  loathsome  disease  were  kept  in  an  associated  dormitory,  necessarily  neglected  during 
the  day,  and  offensive  to  all  around  them  during  the  night. 

In  Belfast  Asylum  we  found  a paralytic  male  patient  lying  in  one  of  the  ordinary  single 
cells,  in  the  month  of  November,  without  a fire,  or  any  of  the  usual  hospital  appliances. 

He  had  been,  at  the  period  of  our  visit,  one  month  confined  to  bed,  and  had  no  attendant 
hut  the  ordinary  keeper  of  the  ward.  There  was  no  book  or  registry  kept  of  the  patients 
who  might  be  ill;  and  the  physician  and  surgeon  were  dependent  on  verbal  inquiries  for 
information  as  to  the  cases  requiring  their  visits.  In  the  same  asylum,  we  found  two  patients 
on  the  female  side,  both  suffering  under  abscess,  of  long  standing,  who  were  in  single  cells 
without  a fire.  While  the  sick  inmates  were  thus  circumstanced  there  was  an  infirmary  in 
the  institution,  well  adapted  for  its  object,  but  used  as  an  ordinary  dormitory.  On  the 
occasion  of  our  second  visit  we  learned  that  the  infirmary,  in  the  interval,  had  been  fitted 
up,  and  applied  to  its  proper  uses. 
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So  far  back  as  1843,  the  want  of  an  Infirmary  in  Richmond  Asylum  (Dublin),  had 
been  commented  upon  by  Dr.  White,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Lords  Committee 
on  Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland.  Since  that  period  an  infirmary  has  been  erected  on  the 
asylum  grounds  ; it  is  detached  from  the  buildings  occupied  b)7  the  lunatics,  and  in  a 
cheerful  situation.  It  is  not,  however,  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  but  is  used 
as  a portion  of  the  general  accommodation  of  the  house.  In  Armagh  Asylum  we  found 
several  patients  who  had  been  confined  to  bed  in  their  cold  cells,  from  periods  of  from 
ten  days  to  six  months,  without  the  appliances  requisite  for  the  sick.  In  Limerick,  and 
other  asylums,  a like  state  of  things  was  observable.  In  Sligo,  the  infirmary  could  not 
be  used  owing  to  the  offensive  effluvia  emitted  by  the  main  sewer  of  the  building,  which 
ran  under  it.  In  Killarney  the  sick  patients  were  treated  in  the  cells  and  dormitories, 
while  the  infirmary  was  fitted  up  as  a private  residence  for  the  clerk  and  his  family.  In 
Clonmel  and  Carlow  the  infirmaries  which  originally  existed  had  been  converted  into 
ordinary  wards,  for  the  reception  of  inmates  ; while,  at  Omagh,  the  newly-built  infirmary 
was  used  as  a straw  store. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  we  may  also  observe  that  there  has  been  great  negligence 
in  keeping  the  usual  prescription,  dietary,  and  wine  books.  In  Cork,  for  "instance,  where 
the  Resident  Manager  continues  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Visiting  Physician  (an  office 
he  previously  held),  we  found  that,  for  the  two  years,  1S54  and  1855,  the  sick-diet  book 
had  not  been  kept ; and  from  1847  to  1853  there  was  no  entry  in  the  prescription  book, 
the  prescriptions  being  made  upon  verbal  directions  given  to  the  apothecary  or  attendants. 
In  Limerick,  no  wine  or  diet  book  for  the  sick  was  kept. 

W e trust  that  these  irregularities  will  be  corrected  by  efficient  inspection,  and  that  the 
practice  of  treating  cases  of  serious  illness  in  the  infirmaries  or  infirmary  wards  will 
henceforth  prevail ; for  neither  the  pressure  of  accommodation  generally,  nor  the  con- 
venience of  individual  officers  of  the  institution,  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  an 
arrangement  which  a proper  regard  to  the  health  and  lives  of  the  inmates  imperatively 
demands. 

We  feel  it  our  duty  also  to  notice  the  culpable  disregard  with  which  the  23rd  Rule  of 
the  Privy  Council  has  in  many  instances  been  treated.  This  rule  requires  that  “ The 
Manager  is  to  take  charge  of  the  instruments  of  restraint,  and  is  not,  under  any  pretence, 
to  allow  the  unauthorized  use  of  them  to  any  person  within  the  establishment ; all  cases 
placed  under  restraint,  seclusion,  or  other  deviation  from  the  ordinary  treatment,  are  to 
be  carefully  recorded  by  him  in  the  daily  report,  with  the  particular  nature  of  the  restraint 
or  deviation  resorted  to  ; but  in  no  case  shall  the  shower-bath  be  used  without  the 
authority  of  the  physician.”  And,  by  rule  4,  he  is  to  enter  in  the  Morning  Statement 
Look  ‘ the  names  of  those  under  restraint  or  seclusion,  and  the  causes  thereof.”  In  some 
instances,  the  Managers  intbrmed  us  that  they  were  not  even  aware  of  the  Rule,  although 
a printed  copy  of  the  Privy  Council  regulations  was  furnished  to  every  asylum;  in  others 
that  they  deemed  it  a sufficient  compliance  with  the  rules  to  leave  the  instruments  of 
restraint  m charge  of  the  keepers,  trusting  to  their  integrity  to  report  the  cases  in  which 
they  were  used.  In  consequence  of  the  Morning  Statement  Book  not  benm  regularly 
kept  m this  respect,  the  Visiting  Physician  had  no  record  to  guide  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  under  the  47th  Rule,  which  requires,  that  “ the  Physician  should  always  visit 
every  patient  under  restraint,  and,  when  he  deems  it  safe,  require  such  patients  to  be 
temporarily  relieved  from  restraint,  and  examine  them,  so  as  to  ascertain  that  they  are  not 
cramped  or  injured;  and  he  should  frequently  go  round  the  asylum,  so  as  to  see  the  state 
and  condition  of  ever)-  inmate ;”  this  duty  was  consequently  imperfectly  performed  or 
totally  disregarded.  J L 

As  an  instance  of  these  omissions,  we  may  state  what  came  to  our  knowledge  in  Armagh 
Asylum.  On  our  visiting  it  wc  found  several  of  the  inmates  under  restraint.  A patient 
on  the  female  side,  was  strapped  down  in  bed,  with  body-straps  of  hard  leather  three 
inches  wide,  and  twisted  under  the  body,  ivith  wrist-locks,  strapped  and  locked,  and  with 
wrists  frayed  from  want  of  lining  to  straps ; this  patient  was  seriously  ill.  There  was  no 
record  of  her  being  under  restraint  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book,  as  required  by  the 
order  of  the  Privy  Council.  Another  female  was  in  the  day  room,  without  shoes  or 
stockings,  with  strait  waistcoat  and  wrist-locks  ; she  had  been  two  years  in  the  house 
and  almost  continually  kept  in  that  state  day  and  night.  "Wrist-locks  and  body-straps 
were  hung  up  m the  day  room,  for  application  at  the  pleasure  of  the  attendants.  A 
male  patient,  in  Hard  Ao._  2,  was  found,  at  our  visit,  strapped  down  in  bed  ; in  addition 
he  was  confined  in  a strait  waistcoat,  with  the  sleeves  knotted  behind  him ; and  as  he 
could  only  lie  on  his  back,  from  a contrivance  we  shall  presently  describe,  his  sufferings 
must  have  been  great;  liis  arms  were,  moreover,  confined  ivith  wrist-locks  of  hard 
leather,  and  his  legs  with  leg-locks  of  similar  kind  ; the  strapping  was  so  tight  that  he 
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could  not  turn  on  either  side ; and  any  change  of  position  was  still  more  effectually  pre-  District 
vented  by  a cylindrical  stuffed  bolster  of  ticken,  of  about  ten  inches  thick,  which  ran  AaTLDl!S- 
round  the  sides,  and  top,  and  bottom  of  the  bed,  leaving  a narrow  hollow  in  the  centre  • , 
m which  the  lunatic  was  retained,  as  in  a box,  without  power  to  turn  or  move  On  D 

liberating  the  patient,  and  raising  him,  he  was  very  feeble,  unable  to  stand,  with  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible,  and  feet  dark  red  and  cold  ; the  man  had  been  under  confinement 
in  this  state  for  four  days  and  nights,  being  merely  raised  for  purposes  of  cleanliness. 

When  examined  as  to  this  case,  the  Manager  stated  he  was  aware  of  the  man  being  in 
bed,  but  not  of  his  having  all  those  instruments  of  restraint  upon  him.  No  record  of 
this  case  of  restraint  appeared  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book. 

We  feel  it  more  necessary  to  notice  this  particular  instance  of  disregard  of  rules  of 
neglect  and  cruelty,  because  we  find  it  stated  by  the  Manager  {vide  the  Emhth  Report’ on 
the  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  Appendix,  page  61),  that  when  mechanical  restraint  is 
employed  it  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Manager  or  Physician  ; while  it  appears  from 
the  evidence,  given  before  us  in  this  case,  that  neither  the  Manager  nor  Physician  had  seen 
or  visited  this  patient  while  under  confinement,  or  even  been  aware  of  his  state.  It  is 
further  stated  by  the  Manager,  that  the  only  instruments  of  restraint  in  use  were  a “ muff 
or  vest,”  although  we  found  patients  confined  in  wrist-locks,  leg-locks,  and  body-straps. 

_ the  Carlow  Asylum  we  found  that  a man  suffering  from  dropsy  was  tied  down  to 
his  bed,  and  locked  up  in  his  cell,  lvithout  the  knowledge  of  the  Resident  or  Visiting 
Physician.  ° 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  we  recommend  that  the  most  strict  observance  of 
the  rule  should  be  enforced ; that  all  instruments  of  restraint  be  kept  solely  in  the  custody 
of  the  Manager  or  Resident  Physician  ; that  their  unauthorized  use  shall  never  be  per- 
mitted, and  that  all  cases  of  restraint  should  be  daily  visited  and  recorded.  We  may  here 
mention  that  in  Omagh  Asylum  we  found  a bed  in  use  for  refractory  patients,  thus 
described  by  the  Resident  Physician : “ It  is  a wooden  bed  in  the  sides,  and  there  is  an 
iron  cover  which  goes  over  both  rails ; it  is  sufficiently  high  to  allow  a patient  to  turn  and 
twist,  but  he  cannot  get  up  . . . the  bars  ai'e  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  above 
the  patient’s  head.” 

We  now  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  great  benefits  which  the  District  Asylums  of  Clinical 
Ireland  might  be  capable  of  conferring,  if  made  available  as  educational  establishments,  instruction, 
for  the  purpose  ot  extending  a knowledge  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  insanity.  At 
present  these  institutions  may  be  considered  as  almost  effecting  nothing  towards  so 
important  an  object. 

Lord  . St.  Leonards,  when  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  exerted  himself  as  a Governor  of 
St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  (Swift’s)  to  have  clinical  instruction  given  there,  and  in  1846  an  App.,  Docu- 
oi'der  of  the  Privy  Council  was  issued,  that  two  clinical  clerks  should  be  appointed,  meats, 
under  certain  regulations,  in  the  Richmond  Asylum,  in  order  that  they  might  thereby 
acquire  a knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  mental  disease.  Little,  however,  has  been  done 
in  accordance  with  those  orders. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  that  any  step  whatever  was  taken  with  regard  to 
clinical  instruction  in  Swift’s  Hospital ; and,  as  regards  the  Richmond  Asylum,  no  effort 
has  been  made,  by  public  notice  or  advertisement,  to  obtain  clinical  clerks;  and  the 
person  holding  the  appointment,  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  was  the  apprentice  of 
the  apothecary,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  senior  physician,  unfitted  for  the  office. 

This  is  to  be  regretted ; for  if,  as  is  well  known,  a superior  knowledge  of  the  ordinary 
maladies  of  the  human  frame  is  best  acquired  by  the  medical  student  who  is  resident  in 
an  hospital,  and  thus  becomes  practically  conversant  with  diseases,  it  will  be  admitted  to 
be  equally  true,  that  similar  residence  in  a lunatic  asylum  will  be  the  surest  means  of 
imparting  a knowledge  of  the  many  phases  of  lunacy,  and  of  the  physical  diseases  with 
which  they  may  be  connected  or  complicated. 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered  that,  of  all  departments  of  medical  science,  the  treatment  of 
insanity  is  one  in  which  the  most  important  changes  and  improvements  are  at  present  in 
progress,  both  in  regard  to  the  cure  of  the  disease,  and  the  alleviations  which  may  be 
afforded,  and  more  especially  in  reference  to  the  introduction  of  the  non-restraint  system, 
in  place  of  the  coercion  and  cruelties  to  which  insane  patients  had  been  formerly  sub- 
jected. We  have  to  express  our  regret  that  even  still,  in  many  instances  which  came 
before  us,  the  very  nature  of  this  system  has  not  appeared  to  be  understood ; and  that  it 
has  been  erroneously  supposed  to  consist  of  a continued  struggle  of  keepers  with  lunatics; 
and  this  error  appears  to  have  led  frequently  to  the  expression  of  opinions  in  favour  of  the 
continuance  of  the  employment  of  mechanical  restraint. 

. We  feel  confident  that,  if  the  lunatic  asylums  of  Ireland  were  made  places  of  instruc- 
tion, medical  science  would  be  improved  and  humanity  benefited  ; and  that  the  benefit 
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■would  not  bs  limited  to  Ireland,  but  that  the  blessing  of  a humane  and  enlightened 
treatment  of  the  insane  would  be  extended  through  other  countries.  In  1840,  Dr.  Davey 
learned  at  Hanwell  the  non-restraint  system;  and  in  1844  he  introduced  it  with  singular 
success  into  Ceylon. 

We  cannot  doubt  that,  if  proper  exertion  were  made,  students  in  medicine,  or  graduates 
who  had  just  completed  their  course,  would  seek  for  appointments  as  residents  in  asylums, 
as  the  knowledge  thus  acquired,  and  the  certificates  they  would  obtain  of  such  residence, 
would  be  esteemed  recommendations  in  many  positions  in  which  they  might  after- 
wards be  placed.  We  would  recommend  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  experiment  of  such 
appointments  should  be  made  in  the  asylums  of  Dublin  (St.  Patrick’s  and  the  Richmond), 
of  Cork,  and  of  Belfast,  in  which  towns  there  are  large  medical  schools;  that  public  notice 
should  be  given  of  the  intention  of  making  such  appointments,  and  of  the  qualifications 
necessary,  which  might  be  that  all  applicants  should  be  graduates  in  medicine  or  surgery, 
or  medical  students  of  at  least  three  years’  standing,  and  one  year’s  attendance  on  a recog- 
nised hospital,  and  with  certificates  of  good  moral  character,  and  of  attentive  professional 
habits. 

Such  Resident  Pupils  might  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Resident  Physician,  and  should  be  subject  to  his  directions.  Their 
duties  would  consist  in  keeping  notes  of  the  cases  admitted,  and  their  treatment,  in  seeing 
to  the  due  administration  of  medicines,  baths,  &c.,  and  iu  a general  care  of  the  inmates 
and  patients  in  the  intervals  of  the  visits  of  the  Resident  or  Visiting  Physician;  in  short, 
in  discharging  towards  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  such  duties  as  are  now  performed  by 
Resident  Pupils  towards  the  sick  in  general  hospitals.  We  would  propose  that  the  term 
of  residence  should  be  for  six  months,  or,  perhaps,  it  might  be  advisable  to  extend  it  to 
a longer  period ; and  that,  on  the  expiration  of  such  residence,  a certificate  should  be  given 
by  the  Resident  Physician,  or  Board  of  Governors,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of 
the  appointment  had  been  fulfilled. 

Workhouses. 

In  addition  to  the  lunatic  poor  in  the  District  Asylums,  there  is  a considerable  num- 
ber in  the  union  workhouses,  amounting,  on  the  1st  January,  1857,  to  1,707.  The 
returns  appended  to  this  report  will  show  the  exact  number  in  each  workhouse  and 
their  classification.  These  lunatics  comprise  persons  of  weak  mind,  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  by  the  Guardians,  with  a full  knowledge  of  their  condition  ; of  those  who  may 
have  become  insane  in  the  workhouse ; and,  in  many  unions,  of  lunatics  who  have,  by  an 
arrangement  -with  the  Guardians,  been  admitted  into  the  workhouse  in  exchange  for  more 
violent  cases,  transferred  to  the  asylum.  The  lunatic  poor  in  workhouses  are  usually 
accommodated  iu  distinct  wards,  but  several  of  tlie  more  harmless  and  quiet  are  allowed 
to  associate  with  the  general  inmates. 

We  have  visited  several  of  these  establishments,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  lunatics  resident  therein,  and  the  arrangements  made  for  their  treatment.  In 
some  of  the  larger  unions— those  of  Dublin,  for  instance,  the  number  of  lunatics  in 
the  workhouses  was  very  considerable,  amounting  to  seventy-seven  and  ninety-six  in 
the  North  and  South  Unions,  respectively.  In  both  these  establishments  extensive 
wards  were  provided  for  them,  but  in  the  latter  that  accommodation  was  in  every  way 
unsuitable.  These  two  workhouses  differ  in  their  plan  from  the  more  modern  erections 
existing  generally  throughout  Ireland.  In  the  latter,  lunatic  wards  were  provided  in  a 
distinct  part  of  the  building,  with  separate  yards  attached ; hut  these  apartments  appear 
to  have  been  constructed  more  as  punishment  cells  for  refractory  paupers  than  for  the 
object  to  which  they  were  to  he  applied.  The  cells  are  usually  adjoining  a small,  narrow, 
day-room,  from  wliich  they  have  a borrowed  light ; and  in  these  gloomy,  dungeon-like, 
apartments,  the  lunatics  are  usually  confined. 

It  appears  to  us  that  there  can  be  no  more  unsuitable  place  for  the  detention  of  insane 
pei-sons  than  the  ordinary  lunatic  wards  of  the  union  workhouses.  The  unfortunate 
creatures  have  commonly  no  one  to  attend  them  hut  some  of  the  other  pauper  inmates, 
who  are  but  little  capable,  or  little  inclined,  to  concern  themselves  with  looking  to  their 
wants  or  necessities.  The  result  is,  that  the  condition  of  these  wards,  and  the  lunatics 
detained  therein,  is  usually  most  unsatisfactory.  In  many  cases  the  bedding  is  ill-attended 
to,  the  persons  of  the  lunatics  were  often  most  filthy,  their  clothing  bad,  and  no  effort  at 
cleanliness  was  observable,  in  this  apparently  condemned  division  of  the  workhouse.  In 
some  workhouses,  however,  the  bodily  condition  of  these  afflicted  beings  was  as  carefully 
attended  to  as  in  an  asylum,  though  we  cannot  say  that  in  any  their  moral  treatment  was 
much  studied.  The  cases  are,  however,  generally,  chronic  or  idiotic. 

As  regards  the  nourishment  of  the  lunatics  in  workhouses,  they  are  considered  to 
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be  more  especially  in  charge  of  the  Medical  Officer,  who  has  full  power  to  regulate  the  Woek- 

dietary ; but,  where  no  bodily  ailment  exists,  and  the  patient  is  not  of  weak  constitution  it  houses. 
did  not  appear  that  any  general  difference  was  made  between  their  dietary  and  that  of  other  ' 
inmates.  We  are  of  opinion  however,  that  the  ordinary  workhouse  dietary  is  unsuited  Unsuitable- 
and  insufficient  tor  any  class  of  the  insane.  ness  &c. 

On  the  whole,  we  do  not  consider  that  any  lunatics  should  be  detained  in  workhouses 
under  the  present  arrangements.  The  lunatic  wards  originally  constructed,  in  the  modern 
workhouses,  for  their  reception,  are  not  suitable  for  that  purpose  ; and  the  temporary 
accommodation  provided  we  generally  found  inadequate  and  objectionable.  We  think 
therefore,  that  if  the  workhouses  are  to  be  used  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  of  any  class’ 
it  ought  to  be  under  totally  different  arrangements,  and  that ■ ’ 


. . , , , . * , « : no  recent  or  acute  case, 

or  one  tor  which  there  is  any  reasonable  hope  of  cure,  should  ever  be  detained  therein. 

It  has  appeared  to  us,  however,  that  a portion  of  the  unoccupied  accommodation  at  Proposal  to 
present  existing  m some  of  the  Union  Workhouses  of  Ireland  mi  edit,  under  proper  appropriate 
arrangements,  be  made  available  for  quiet  cases  of  imbecility  or  idiocy?  1 r unused 

We  should  propose,  therefore,  that  one  or  more  workhouses  in  each  district  (where  the 
largest  amount  of  spare  accommodation  is  likely  to  be  permanently  available)  should  be  lion  for  cer- 
selected,  and  a portion  thereof,  or  the  whole,  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  class  of  kin  classes 
lunatics  above  referred  to,  with  all  proper  internal  fittings  required  in  asylums,  such  as  of  Insane- 
baths,  &c.,  and  should  be  provided  with  airing  courts  for  such  as  may  be  enabled  to  take 


It  should  be  competent  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  any  asylum  to  direct  the  admis- 
sion of  any  lunatic  of  the  above  class  belonging  to  the  district  into  the  Workhouse 
Asylum  ; and,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Resident  Physician  of  the  Asylum,  to  admit 
directly  to  such  Workhouse  Asylum  any  such  lunatic  then  in  gaol  or  workhouse,  or  for 
whom  admission  to  the  District  Asylum  may  be  sought.  The  Governors  should  also  have 
power  to  transfer  patients,  when  necessary,  from  these  Auxiliaries  to  the  District  Asylums. 

No  Workhouse  Asylum  should  be  open  for  the  reception  of  patients  until  duly  certified 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Central  Board,  under  whose  control  and  direction  it  should  he 
placed,  in  like  manner  as  a District.  Asylum.  The  Central  Board  should  have  power  to 
require  (if  necessary)  that  a Resident  Medical  Officer  should  be  attached  to  these 
Auxiliaries.  The  Board  of  Governors  should  have  the  same  control  over  them  as  over  the 
District  Asylum ; but  the  Board,  of  Guardians,  to  which  the  workhouse  belongs,  should  be 
empowered  at  all  times  to  visit  and  inspect.  The  attendants  should  not  be  paupers, 
but  paid  servants.  The  amount  to  be  paid  for  each  lunatic  should  be  matter  of  agree- 
ment and  contract  between  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  Guardians  of  the  particular 
Union,  and  should  include  a fair  allowance  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  premises  and  the 
services  of  the  union  officers,  as  well  as  the  particular  charge  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  the  lunatic.  This  contract  should  not  be  valid  until  approved  by  the  Central  Board 
of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy.  The  chargeability  of  the  lunatic  should  be  fixed  upon  the 
county  from  which  it  shall  appear  that  he  was  originally  admitted  into  the  workhouse 
or  asylum. 

It  would  not  be  just  or  reasonable  to  oblige  the  unions  whose  workhouses  have  thus 
been,  in  part,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a district,  to  provide,  out  of  their  own  rates,  for 
the  cost  of  making  the  necessary  alterations,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatics.  We 
think  advances,  therefore,  should  be  made  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  through  the 
District  Board  of  Governors ; the  amount,  as  in  the  case  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  to  be 
repayable  by  the  several  counties,  according  to  the  number  of  patients  belonging  to  each. 

Under  some  such  regulations,  we  think  accommodation  may  be  suitably  provided  in  the 
existing  workhouses,  for  lunatics  of  the  imbecile  or  idiotic,  but  quiet,  class,  to  which  we 
have  referred ; but  we  are  distinctly  opposed  to  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouses 
as  at  present  conducted. 

A proposition  has  been  made  to  form  the  county  of  Donegal  into  a separate  District,  Butnottobe 
and  that  one  of  the  workhouses  should  be  appropriated  as  the  District  Asylum.  We  do  us.ed  M Dia- 
not  approve  of  that  arrangement,  as  we  consider  workhouses  are  not  suited  for  curative 
hospitals,  and  that  no  district  should  be  without  a proper  and  suitably  constructed  hospital  Ums‘ 
for  the  curative  treatment  of  the  insane. 

^ We  are  aware  that  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1843,  reported  against  the  Lords’  Re- 
expediency of  appropriating  the  union  workhouses  as  places  either  for  the  custody  or  Port> 1843- 
the  treatment  of  the  insane,”  and  suggested  three  modes  of  providing  increased  accommo- 
dation for  pauper  lunatics — •“  First,  by  an  increased  number  of  District  Asylums  ; second, 
an  enlargement  of  these  asylums ; or  third,  by  the  erection  of  separate  establishments, 
specially  appropriated  for  certain  classes  of  patients,  viz.,  epilepsy,  idiocy,  and  chronic 
disease.”  It  has  been  already  seen  that  the  first  two  recommendations  have  been  acted  on 
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to  a considerable  extent.  The  8th  & 9tli  Victoria,  c.  107,  extended  the  provisions  of  the 
law  to  permit  the  establishment  of  a separate  asylum,  such  as  that  referred  to  in  the  third 
suo-orestion.  The  erection,  however,  of  Provincial  Asylums,  for  the  reception  of  particular 
classes  of  pauper  lunatics,  has  never  been  carried  out. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  given  in  the  Appendix,  that  we  have  constantly. endea- 
voured to  elicit  opinions  in  reference  to  this  proposed  arrangement ; and  we  think  we 
fairly  state  the  result,  when  we  express  our  belief  that  the  proposition  of  Provincial 
Asylums  has  not  found  favour  with  the  great  majority  of  witnesses,  either  on  the  score  of 
economy  or  expediency,  although  the  importance  of  providing  for  the  accommodation,  in 
separate  buildings,  of  a cheap  character,  to  be  appropriated  to  certain  classes  of  the  insane, 
is  considered,  in  the  existing  crowded  state  of  the  Asylums,  to  be  urgently  required. 
The  first  cost  of  erecting  Provincial  Asylums,  such  as  those  contemplated,  would  be  con- 
siderable, though  less  than  that  of  a District  Asylum ; the  amount  of  expenditure  for  an 
indispensable  staff  of  officers  would  be  large,  while  it  does  not  appear  that  the  cost  of 
maintaining  these  classes  of  lunatics  would  necessarily  be  less  than  in  the  ordinary  asylums. 
There  would  also  be  much  difficulty  in  securing  the  attendance  of  an  active  Board  of 
Governors  from  so  large  a district, " On  the  whole,  we  do  not  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  Provincial  Asylums  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  of  any  classes,  whether  curable 
or  incurable,  belonging  to  several  districts.  Our  opinion  is,  that  as  far  as  possible,  all 
cases  should  be  treated  in  the  District  Asylum ; and  that  if  any  are  to  be  placed  in  dis- 
tinct buildings,  they  should  be  those  quiet  cases  of  imbecility  and  idiocy,  which  may  be 
considered  beyond  all  curative  treatment,  and  which  only  need  ordinary  care  and  attention. 
We  would  not  require  that  all  of  any  class  should  be  removed  from  the  District  Asylums, 
nor  v'ould  we  permit  the  removal  of  any  who,  from  being  subject  to  violent  paroxysms 
or  other  causes,  require  special  care  and  treatment. 

Within  the  limits  indicated  we  think  Auxiliary  Asylums  may  be  safely  established,  and 
in  recommending  that  the  whole  or  portions  of  some  union  workhouses  should  be  appro- 
priated to  this  purpose,  in  the  manner  we  have  proposed,  we  do  not  feel  that  our  opinion 
conflicts  with  that  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  above  referred  to.  We 
have,  on  grounds  of  economy,  felt  ourselves  coerced  to  consider  whether  the  amount  of 
unoccupied  room  in  the  workhouses  of  Ireland,  erected  at  such  cost,  might  not  be  made 
available  for  affording  additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor.  The  effect  of  the 
arrangement,  as  we  have  proposed,  woidd  be  to  provide  for  a portion  of  the  chronic  cases 
now  crowding  the  wards  of  the  District  Asylums,  to  secure  a more  suitable  asylum  for  the 
present  lunatic  inmates  of  the  workhouses,  and,  probably,  for  a large  proportion  also  of 
those  vagrant  lunatics  who  are  at  present  exposed  to  neglect,  if  not  cruelty,  and  whose 
removal  to  a proper  place  of  detention  is  called  for  by  the  interests  of  society  in  general. 

Gaols. 

In  addition  to  the  union  workhouses,  we  also  felt  it  our  duty  to  visit  several  of  the 
prisons  throughout  the  country,  as  being  places  where  the  insane  may  be  detained  in 
custody.  By  the  returns  appended  to  this  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  on  the  1st  January, 
LS57,  "the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  gaols  of  Ireland  amounted  to  164 — thus  distin- 
guished as  to  the  causes  of  their  detention : — 

1.  Criminal  Lunatics,  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33,  ss.  16,  17, 

indicted,  tried,  and  acquitted,  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  or  found  insane  on  arraignment, 

and  not  tried,  S 

2.  Criminal  Lunatics  who  have,  while  under  sentence  of  imprisonment  or  transportation, 

become  and  are  insane,  .........  2 

3.  Persons  who  are  under  committal  for  trial,  and  insane,  . . . . .2 

4.  Persons  in  custody  under  any  warrant,  in  default  of  surety  to  beep  the  peace,  who  are 

insane,  ...........  4 

5.  Dangerous  Lunatics  and  Idiots  committed  to  gaol  by  Justices  under  the  Act  1 Viet.,  c.  27, 

s.  1,  and  8 & 9 Viet.,  c.  107,  s.  10,  . . . . . . 149 

6.  Insane  persons,  under  imprisonment  for  debt,  committed  for  contempt  of  court,  or  other 

civil  process,  ........... 

7.  Not  included  in  above  lists,  ........  1 

166 

Lunatic  prisoners,  who  have  not  been  brought  up  for  trial  and  arraigned,  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  District  Asylums,  and  Criminal  lunatics  to  the  Central  Asylum  at  Dundrum, 
but  the  mass  of  lunatics  committed  to  the  gaols  are  those  classed  as  “ Dangerous  lunatics” 
under  1 Vic.,  c.  27  ; and  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  sec.  10,  the  provisions  of  which  Acts  are  pecu- 
liar to  Ireland. 

The  presence  of  the  first  two  classes  in  the  gaols,  during  a short  period,  is  inevitable,  but 
there  should  be  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in  removing  them  to  the  proper 
asylums  in  order  that  they  may  receive  the  treatment  their  condition  requires,  and 
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that  the  disturbance  of  prison  order  and  discipline  which  they  occasion  may  cease.  We  Gaols. 
shall  have  further  to  remark  on  these  cases  when  referring  to  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum.  _ 

The  third  class,  Dangerous  lunatics,  are  committed  on  warrant  of  two  justices,  who,  after  x,unatica. 
examination  of  the  lunatic  by  a duly  qualified  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  shall  be 
satisfied  that  such  person  is  a dangerous  lunatic,  or  dangerous  idiot,  it  being,  however, 
further  provided  that  information  shall  he  sworn  on  oath  by  one  or  more  credible  wit- 
nesses, stating  facts  from  which  it  appears  that  such  person  was  discovered  and  apprehended 
under  circumstances  denoting  a derangement  of  mind,  and  a purpose  of  committing  some 
crime  for  which,  if  committed,  he  or  she  would  he  liable  to  be  indicted.  These  cases  may, 
like  the  others,  be  subsequently  removed  to  the  District  Asylums. 

Being  satisfied,  as  Avell  from  personal  observation  as  from  the  evidence  given  before  us,  Unfitness  of 
of  the  absence  of  any  arrangements  in  gaols  for  the  treatment  of  lunatics,  the  injury  Gaolf for 
which  the  introduction  of  such  cases  must  prove  to  the  good  order  of  the  prison,  and  the 
bad  effects  which  confinement  in  a gaol  must  have  as  regards  the  lunatic  (upon  which  the  * 
witnesses  are  unanimous  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject),  we  think  that  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  allowing  of  the  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics  to  gaols,  should  be  at  once  repealed. 

As,  however,  it  is  obvious  that  such  persons  cannot  with  safety  be  allowed  to  remain  at  Proposed 
large,  we  should  propose  to  give  the  justices  the  power  of  committing  them  direct,  to  the  ^t®^on  m 
District  Asylum.  The  order  of  the  magistrates  should  also  be  accompanied  by  a certificate 
of  the  medical  person  who  examined  the  lunatic,  which  should  briefly  state  the  grounds  of 
his  opinion  as  to  the  patient’s  insanity,  and  a report  from  the  constabulary  of  all  facts 
connected  with  the  case,  which  they  might  be  able  to  furnish.  The  want  of  such  informa- 
tion in  these  cases  has  been  generally  complained  of. 

The  power  to  commit  directly  to  asylums,  in  cases  where  the  lunatic  is  pot  dangerous,  but 
is  not  under  proper  care  and  control,  or  is  cruelly  treated  or  neglected,  is  given  to  the  J ustices 
of  the  Peace  in  England  by  the  16  & 17  Vic.,  cap.  97,  sec.  68 ; and  there  appears  no  reason 
that  such  a provision  as  we  have  suggested  should  not  be  embodied  in  the  Irish  law. 

It  may,  however,  be  urged  that,  in  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  asylums,  it  would 
be  found  difficult  readily  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  these  cases.  The  same 
state  of  repletion  has  existed  within  these  latter  years  as  regards  the  prisons  of  Ireland ; 
and,  all  things  considered,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  burden  of  providing  for  these  cases,  and 
the  duty  of  receiving  them,  should  rest  with  the  Governors  of  the  institutions  provided 
for  their  reception,  rather  than  with  those  of  the  prisons,  erected  and  maintained  for  totally 
different  objects.  . 

We  may  here  state  that  our  attention  was  called,  at  an  early  period  of  oiu-  Inquiry,  to  CaseofDub- 
the  operation  of  this  law  in  the  metropolis ; and  a deputation  from  the  Town  Council  of  ’n  C1  ^ 
the  city  of  Dublin  waited  upon  us  to  represent  that  an  undue  charge  fell  upon  the  rate-  ppen  x' 
payers  of  the  city,  by  reason  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  all  dangerous  lunatics  committed 
by  the  Divisional  Justices,  and  who  were  frequently  strangers  from  different  parts  of 
Ireland,  being  charged  to  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  We  have  no  doubt  that  this 
is  the  case,  to  some  extent;  but  we  see  no  remedy  which  can  be  devised  for  transferring 
this  burden  to  other  districts  which  will  not  lead  to  the  contentions  that  a law  of  settlement 
involves ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  evil  is  one  incidental  to  all  large  cities  whither 
strangers  from  adjoining  districts  are  naturally  attracted..  On  this  subject  we  obtained 
Returns  from  the  police  authorities  of  the  city  of  Dublin  of  the  number  of  dangerous 
lunatics  committed  within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District  .during  the  five  years,  com- 
mencing with  1852,  distinguishing  the  localities  from  which  such  persons  had  come. 

Prom  these  it  appears,  that  of  539  persons  committed  in  that  period,  only  48  are  described 
as  not  belonging  to  Dublin. 


ADEQUACY  OF  ASYLUM  ACCOMMODATION. 

Having  concluded  our  observations  on  the  public  institutions  wherein,  under  the  existing 
law,  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  country,  apart  from  criminal  lunatics,  are  usually  provided 
for  or  detained,  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  adequacy  of  these  asylums  for  the  wants 
of  the  community.  tit 

The  returns  of  lunacy  in  Ireland,  appended  to  this  report  show  that  on  the  1st  January, 
1857,  there  were  in  Ireland — 

Lunatics  in  District  Asylums,  . . • 3,824 

Workhouses,  . . . .1,707 

„ Gaols, 166 

„ Poor,  and  at  large,  . . . 3,352 

The  number  of  lunatics  for  whom  accommodation  remains  to  be  provided,  at  the  public 
cost,  cannot,  however,  be  estimated  as  equal  to  that  given  under  the  last  head  ; for,  doubt- 


Astltjm 

Accommo- 

dation. 
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Asylum  less,  there  are  therein  included  many  whose  friends  would  never  seek  to  obtain  admission 
DATWN?"  ^0r  ^lem  into  District  Asylums.  It  cannot,  however’,  be  doubted,  and  in  some  districts  it  is 
* pressingly  felt,  that  further  asylum  accommodation,  notwithstanding  the  additional  insti- 
tutions established  within  the  last  few  years,  is  urgently  required.  The  following  Table 
of  the  Lunatic  Poor  unprovided  for  in  each  county,  arranged  according  to  Asylum  Districts, 
and  of  the  present  accommodation  and  inmates  of  each  District  Asylum,  will  show  where 
the  demand  may  be  supposed  to  be  most  urgent,  although,  as  above  stated,  the  actual 
number  unprovided  for  must  be  taken  as  in  excess  of  that  absolutely  in  need  of  such  relief : — 


Distribution 
of  Lunatic 

! 

Population 

1831. 

Lunatics. 

| District  Asylums. 

Districts. 

Counties. 

Work- 

houses. 

At 

Large. 

Total 

Counties. 

Total 

in  Asylum 
Districts. 

Accommo 

elation. 

In- 

Armagh,  . j 

Armagh,  . 

Cavan, 

Monaghan, 

196,085 

174,071 

141,758 

41 

44 

38 

4 

200 

154 

104 

241 

202 

142 

| 585 

134 

132 

Ballinasloe,  . <j 

Galway,  . 

„ Town, . 
Mayo, 

Roscommon, 

298,564 

23,695 

274,830 

174,492 

37 

4 

34 

37 

2 

2 

1 

150 

5 

96 

48 

189 

9 

132 

86 

J 416 

331 

310 

Belfast,  . . -j 

Antrim, 

Down, 

352,264 

328,754 

111 

108 

2 

152 

184 

263 

294 

} 557 

330 

330 

Carlow, . . | 

Carlow, 
Kildare, 
Wexford,  . 

68,075 

95,724 

179,790 

33 

40 

62 

2 

2 

24 

58 

72 

102 

93 

114 

188 

| 395 

200 

199 

Clonmel, 

Tipperary, 

331,487 

re 

28 

180 

287 

287 

141 

140 

Cork,  . . | 

Cork, 

„ City, 

563,158 

85,745 

98 

8 

1 

208 

14 

307 

22 

| 329 

467 

445 

KiUamey, 

Kerry, 

238,239 

39 

- 

97 

136 

136 

224 

166 

Kilkenny,  . j 

Kilkenny,  . 

„ City,  . 

138,773 

19,973 

44 

10 

9 

1 

79 

132 

11 

j-  143 

166 

148 

Limerick,  . 5 

Limerick,  . 

„ City,  . 

Clare, 

208,688 
53,448 
2 1 2,428 

52 

8 

58 

7 

3 

72 

1 

127 

131 

9 

188 

j-  328 

337 

335 

Londonderry, 

Londonderry, 
Donegal,  . 

191,868 

255,160 

37 

66 

1 

11 

71 

152 

109 

229 

| 338 

216 

209 

Maryborough,  b 

King’s  County,  . 
Queen’s  County, 

112,080 

111,623 

20 

40 

1 

1 

74 

44 

95 

85 

j-  180 

198 

153 

Mullingar,  . \ 
( 

Meath, 
Westmeath, 
Longford,  . 

140,750 

111,409 

82,350 

50 

38 

16 

: 

100 

128 

30 

150 

166 

46 

j-  362 

287 

186 

Omagh, . . | 

Fermanagh, 

Tyrone, 

116,007 

255,819 

12 

58 

1 

102 

101 

115 

159 

J-  274 

333 

213 

Richmond,  . 

Dublin,  City, 

„ County,  . 
Louth, 

Wicklow,  . 

258,361 

146,631 

107,657 

98,978 

173 

35 

17 

41 

38 

13 

7 

5 

74 

60 

64 

60 

285 

108 

88 

106 

587 

614 

606 

Sligo,  . . | 

Leitrim, 

Sligo, 

111,915 

128,510 

13 

45 

- 

59 

74 

72 

119 

| 191 

274 

131 

Waterford,  . j 

Waterford, 

„ City, 

138,754 

25,297 

50 

11 

- 

53 

3 

103 

14 

} 117 

130 

121 

Totals,  . 

. j 6,553,210  | 

1,707 

166 

3,352  1 

5,225 

5,225 

4,382 

3,824 

- 1-  ^r.0in  .^1S  ^ WI^  observed  that  the  demand  for  additional  accommodation  in  some 
‘districts  is  urgent  and  should  be  met  without  delay,  while  the  proposed  admission  of  the 
class  of  paying  patients,  the  direct  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics  to  the  District  Asylums 
and  the  number  of  lunatic  poor  at  large,  leave  little  doubt  that  a demand  for  further 
accommodation  will  soon  be  felt  elsewhere. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


REPORT. 


23 


"We  shall  proceed  now  to  indicate,  more  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which  additional 
accommodation  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  provided  for  the  lunatic  poor. 

We  consider  that  the  District  and  Workhouse  Asylums  should  be  the  only  authorized 
places  of  detention  for  the  lunatic  poor.  At  present  the  District  Asylums  are,  to  a 
great  degree,  deprived  of  their  utility,  as  curative  hospitals  for  the  insane,  by  the  large 
proportion  of  probably  incurable  cases  which  they  contain,  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
following  Table : — 


Asylum. 

Probably 

Curable. 

Probably 

Incurable. 

Total. 

Asylum. 

Probably 

Curable. 

Probably 

Incurable. 

Total. 

1.  Armagh 

28 

104 

132 

10.  Londonderry, 

47 

162 

2.  Ballinasloe 

219 

310 

45 

108 

3.  Belfast,  . 

74 

256 

330 

20 

4.  Carlow,  . 

83 

116 

199 

5.  Clonmel, 

38 

102 

140 

167 

6.  Cork, 

216 

229 

445 

24 

7.  Killarney, 

5S 

108 

166 

71 

8.  Kilkenny, 

22 

126 

9.  Limerick, 

129 

206 

335 

Total, 

1,168 

2,656 

3,824 

We  think  it  most  desirable  that  this  state  of  things  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  cor- 
rected ; and  we  therefore  propose,  that  besides  the  removal  of  such  of  these  cases  as  are 
idiotic  or  imbecile,  and  quiet,  to  Workhouse  Asylums,  additional  buildings  should,  where 
necessary,  be  erected,  in  connexion  with  the  present  asylums,  for  the  reception  of  such  cases, 
as,  although  incurable,  may  yet,  from  their  habits,  or  the  dangerous  tendency  of  their 
insanity,  be  considered  improper  cases  to  be  removed  from  an  institution  specially  devoted 
to  the  treatment  of  lunacy.  The  District  Asylum  would  therefore  contain,  in  its  two  depart- 
ments, all  those  cases  which  may  be  considered  as  requiring  special  care  and  treatment,  while 
the  harmless  and  quiet  idiots  and  imbeciles  would  be  removed  to  the  workhouse  asylums. 

We  entertain  strong  objections  to  the  erection  of  asylums  upon  too  large  a scale,  and, 
although  we  are  aware  that  the  patients  who  are  considered  incurable  may  call  for 
comparatively  little  of  the  Resident  Medical  Officer’s  time,  yet  there  are  few,  if  any,  asylums 
in  Ireland,  where  the  number  of  beds  in  the  existing  buildings,  supposing  them  all  to  be 
occupied  by  cases  not  considered  incurable,  is  not  more  than  equal  to  the  extent  of 
attendance  which-  can  be  afforded  by  any  one  individual.  We  are  satisfied,  therefoi’e, 
that  tlie  number  of  District  Asylums  in  Ireland  is  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country, 
and  will  probably  be  found  more  so. 

We  think  it  very  desirable  that  Avhere  a county  is  large  enough  to  require  an  asylum, 
say  for  250  patients,  it  should  be  separated  from  the  district,  and  possess  an  asylum  for  itself. 
First,  because  we  are  of  opinion  that  these  institutions  are  likely  to  be  better  managed  by 
local  Governors  belonging  to  one  county  than  by  a mi;xed  Board  ; secondly,  because  we 
feel  satisfied  that  the  existence  of  large  districts  is  inconvenient,  and  injurious  to  patients 
who  have  to  be  removed  from  long  distances ; thirdly,  because  it  practically  leads  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  more  distant  parts  not  availing  themselves  of  the  institution,  when 
their  afflicted  relatives  have  to  be  removed  so  far  from  tlieir  homes,  and  consequently 
the  opportunity  of  visiting  them  is  diminished;  and  lastly,  because  all  the  best  authorities 
agree  in  condemning  very  lai'ge  establishments  as  unmanageable,  since  the  care  of  the 
inmates  of  a lunatic  asylum  can  never  be.  conducted  by  classes,  as  in  a workhouse,  but 
must  rather  be  of  the  character  of  individual  treatment. 

In  the  selection  of  a site  for  the  asylum  the  chief  town  in  oue  or  other  of  the  counties 
has  usually  been  chosen;  and  while  this  has  had  its  advantages,  arising  usually  from  the 
contiguity  of  an  abundant  market,  the  residence  adjacent  of  probably  the  most  approved 
medical  practitioner  to  act  as  "Visiting  Physician  and  the  neighbourhood  of  many  local 
gentry  competent  to  act  as  Governors ; yet,  on  the  other  band,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  the  cost  of  site  in  such  situations  is  proportionably  high,  and  that  the  extent  of 
land  required  for  an  asylum  is,  at  times,  not  easily  attainable  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  a county  town.  Upon  the  question  of  site,  however,  we  think  that  the  opinion  of  the 
local  authorities  should  be  entitled  to  great  weight. 

Reviewing,  then,  the  present  distribution  of  Ireland  as  regards  asylum  districts,  and  the 
probable  future  requirements  of  the  country,  we  would  propose  that — 

1.  Donegal  should  be  separated  from  the  Derry  District,  and  a new  asylum  erected  at 

Letterkenny,  or  some  other  convenient  place,  for  the  former  county. 

2.  Wexford  separated  from  Carlow,  and  a new  asylum  erected  at  Enniscorthy  or  Wexford 

(The  formation  of  these  two  districts  appears  urgently  called  for.) 
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3.  The  future  wants  of  the  present  Belfast  district  can  best  be  met  by  a separate  asylum 

at  Downpatrick  for  the  county  of  Down. 

4.  The  wants  of  the  metropolitan  district  will  soon  call  for  the  separation  of  one  of  the 

component  counties  ; and  we  should,  in  that  case,  be  in  favour  of  the  erection  of  an 
asylum  for  Louth,  Drogheda,  and  Meath,  either  at  Drogheda  or  Navan,  Meath 
being  detached  from  the  Mullingar  district. 

5.  The  county  of  Clare  will,  at  no  distant  day,  probably,  require  an  asylum  for  itself, 

which  will  naturally  be  erected  at  Ennis. 

6.  The  moi*e  immediate  necessities  of  Armagh  district  can  only  be  provided  for  by 

detaching  one  of  its  counties,  say  Cavan,  and  the  establishment  of  a separate 
asylum  for  that  count}'. 

7.  Any  additional  accommodation  in  Tipperary  must  be  obtained  by  a new  Asylum  at 

Nenagh,  for  the  North  Riding,  or  a separate  and  detached  building  on  the  present 
grounds.  The  situation  of  Clonmel  is,  however,  inconvenient,  as  regards  the 
northern  part  of  this  large  county. 

8.  The  establishment  of  a separate  asylum  at  Castlebar,  for  the  county  of  Mayo,  would 

complete  the  distribution  of  Ireland  mto  Lunatic  Asylum  Districts,  in  a manner 
fully  calculated  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country,  so  tar  as  we  can  anticipate  they 
■will  arise  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  law  should  be  altered,  so  as  to  meet  the  case  of  Tipperary,  by  allowing  the  forma- 
tion of  one  or  more  Ridings  of  a County  into  a District. 

We  propose  that  the  Donegal  and  Wexford  districts  should  be  at  once  formed.  In  the 
other  cases  the  additional  accommodation  required  can  only  be  afforded  by  additional 
buildings  in  connexion  with  the  present  asylums,  by  the  establishment  of  Workhouse 
Asylums,  or  by  the  formation  of  new  districts. 

In  some  instances  the  first  of  these  courses  would  be  inadmissible,  either  from  the 
present  extent  of  the  asylum,  or  the  site  not  admitting  of  any  considerable  extension  of 
the  existing  buildings,  or  the  ground  not  affording  space  for  additional  buildings. 
It  will  be  seen,  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  that  detached  buildings,  suited  to  a 
quiet  class  of  inmates,  and  which,  being  adjacent  to  the  old  asylums,  would  not  require 
the  usual  appendages  of  kitchen,  laundry,  &e.,  could  be  erected  at  the  rate  of  £40  per 
head.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  if  new  buildings  are  erected,  that  the 
increase  to  the  number  of  inmates  may  render  the  existing  offices  inadequate. 

We  trust  that  additional  buildings  will  in  no  cases  be  sanctioned,  unless  sufficient 
ground  can  be  secured  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates. 


In  addition  to  the  institutions  for  the  custody  of  the  insane  maintained  out  of  the  public 
rates,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  there  existed,  at  the  time  our  Commission  com- 
menced its  labours,  an  establishment  connected  with  the  House  of  Industry  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  called  the  Hardwicke  Cells,  containing  thirty-two  male  and  seventy-six  female  luna- 
tics, who  were  supported  by  an  annual  vote  of  Parliament. 

These  lunatics  are  gradually  diminishing  in  number,  as  no  new  cases  can  be  received. 
They  are  the  remnant  of  the  lunatics  belonging  to  different  parts  of  Ireland,  formerly 
admitted  into  the  House  of  Industry,  which  was  maintained  by  Parliamentary  grant.  This 
establishment  was,  by  law,  under  the  control  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that,  any  regular  inspection  was  made  by  them  officers,  or  that  any  effectual 
steps  were  taken  for  securing  the  good  order  and  government  of  the  institution.  At  the 
period  of  our  visit  we  found  these  cells  and  their  wretched  inmates  in  a most  unsatis- 
factory state,  and  reflecting  much  discredit  on  all  who  were  connected  with  its  govern- 
ment. 

Happily,  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  called  to  the  condition  of  this  establish- 
ment, so  disgracefully  conducted,  although  under  the  control  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
Executive  Government,  supported  by  Parliamentary  grant,  and  in  the  metropolis,  ■within 
easy  access  of  the  several  departments  connected  with  the  control  and  inspection  of  the 
institution.  The  result  was  that  the  patients  were,  in  the  early  part  of  1857,  removed,  by 
order  of  Government,  to  a new  establishment  at  Lucan. 

Previously  to  the  transfer  of  these  patients,  our  opinion  was  solicited  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  and  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

We  have  since  visited  these  lunatics  in  their  new  abode,  and  were  much  gratified  at 
their  evidently  improved  health  and  the  happy  change  which  them  removal  from  the 
Hardwicke  cells  had  produced.  The  house  is  commodious,  airy,  and  cheerful,  and  every 
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care  and  attention  appeared  to  be  paid  to  the  wants  of  the  inmates,  of  whom  there  were  Asylum 
ninety-eight  at  the  period  of  our  visit.  They  are  maintained  under  a contract  with  the  Accommo- 
Government  for  live  years,  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  head,  but  the  dietary  has  been  fixed  by  BATIoy- 
the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  and  certain  rules  have  been  laid  down  by  them  for  the  Hardvricka 
management  of  the  institution.  There  is  no  regular  chaplain  attached  to  the  house,  but  Cells 
such  of  the  patients  as  are  fit  are  allowed  to  go  out  and  attend  their  respective  places  of  Lunatics, 
worship,  while  the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  have  access  to  the  establishment.  In  this 
respect,  the  arrangements  are  similar  to  those  in  most  private  lunatic  asylums.  As  the 
lunatics  in  this  establishment  are,  for  the  most  part,  quiet  and  orderly,  there  may  not  be 
any  great  inconvenience  in  their  being  sent  out  to  attend  Divine  Worship,  but  we  think 
it  would  be  right  that,  in  this  as  in  all  other  public  asylums,  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  celebration  of  religious  worship  within  the  building,  and  for  the  attendance  of 
chaplains.  On  the  occasion  of  our  visit,  one  of  the  lunatics,  a Presbyterian,  particularly 
complained  of  his  having  no  clergyman  to  communicate  with,  there  being  none  in  the 
vicinity,  and  in  that  respect  regretted  having  been  removed  from  Dublin. 

THE  CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  ASYLUM.  CEtrcnAl 

The  only  remaining  establishment  for  lunatics  maintained  at  the  public  expense  is  the  Asylum1" 
Central  Criminal  Asylum,  at  Dundrum.  ’ 

This  institution,  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1843,  was  8 & 9 Vic. 
established  under  the  provisions  of  the  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  and  opened  for  the  reception  107- 
of  Criminal  Lunatics  in  1850.  It  is  most  agreeably  situated,  on  the  south  side  of  Dublin,  Site  and 
and  was  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  120  patients.  The  building,  being  one  of  buildin£- 
the  most  recently  erected,  is  provided  with  all  modern  improvements,  although  we  fear  that 
their  actual  value  is  not  in  all  cases  realized,  for  here,  as  elsewhere,  complaints  were  made 
that  the  arrangements  for  heating  and  ventilation  were  most  defective.  The  observation 
we  have  made  as  to  the  general  absence  of  any  means  of  amusement  for  the  patients,  or 
of  any  prints  or  pictures  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  whitened  walls,  in  the  day-rooms 
and  galleries,  apply  equally  to  this  Asylum,  which,  in  general,  appears  to  be  well  conducted, 
under  the  direction  of  a resident  Medical  Officer. 

This  establishment  is  under  the  special  superintendence  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  ; Govem- 
but  rules  have  been  framed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for  its  conduct  and  ment. 
management.  We  propose  to  place  it  directly  under  the  control  of  the  Central  Board,  ^PP^0CU‘ 
who  shall  have  power,  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  approval,  to  revise  and  make  new 
regulations. 

fhe  number  for  which  the  asylum  has  been  constructed  is  not  adequate  to  the  wants  Enlarge- 
of  the  country ; but  it  will  admit  of  being  extended  at  either  wing,  and,  if  the  object  of  ment 
a Central  Criminal  Asylum  is  to  separate  that  class  from  other  lunatics,  such  an  enlarge-  necessary- 
ment  cannot  be  longer  delayed ; for  the  evidence  will  show  that  the  number  of  criminal 
lunatics  not  confined  at  Dundrum,  is  not  to  be  estimated  only  by  the  number  remaining 
in  gaols. 

The  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  s.  8,  enacted,  that  whenever  and  as  soon  as  the  said  Central  Class  of 
Asylum  shall  be  erected  and  fit  for  the  reception  of  criminal  lunatics,  it  shall  be  lawful  inmates, 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  order  and  direct  that  all  criminal  lunatics  then  in  custody  in 
any  lunatic  asylum  or  gaol,  or  who  shall  thereafter  be  in  custody,  shall  be  removed  without 
delay  to  such^Contral  Asylum,  and  shall  be  kept  therein  as  long  as  such  criminal  lunatics 
respectively  shall  be  detained  in  custody.  By  the  interpretation  clause  of  the  Act,  the 
word  “ criminal  lunatic”  is  declared  to  mean  any  person  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity, 
or  found  to  have  been  insane  under  the  provisions  of  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33.  A further 
clause  provided  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (if  he  should  think  fit)  might  direct  persons  under 
sentence  of  imprisonment  or  transportation  to  be  removed  to  the  Central  Asylum,  and 
there  detained  until  it-  is  certified  that  they  are  of  sound  mind,  in  which  case  they  are  to 
be  remitted  to  prison  for  completion  of  their  term  of  sentence,  or  discharged. 

At  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  the  number  of  lunatics  in  asylums  and  gaols,  coming 
under  the  above  classes,  exceeded  the  available  accommodation,  and  a selection  had  there- 
fore to  be  made,  and  such  continues  to  be  the  rule.  The  evidence  of  the  Inspector,  Dr.  Ev.  801,802. 
Nugent,  shows  that  preference  is  generally  given,  in  this  selection,  rather  to  cases  of  heinous 
crime  than  of  aggravated  lunacy ; but,  at  the  same  time,  when  persons  show  violent  and 
dangerous  symptoms,  though  their  crimes  may  not  have  been  very  bad,  they  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  asylum  as  a place  of  safe  custody.  A practice  also  exists  of  sending  back 
criminal  lunatics  -who' have  not  recovered  their  reason  to  the  asylum  of  the  district  from 
which  they  originally  came;  while,  as  the  section  of  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  above  quoted,  is 
held  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  not  to  be  mandatory,  there  still  remain  in  the  District 
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Asylums  cases  of  criminal  lunatics  for  whom,  it  would  appear,  that  this  asylum  was  specially 
erected. 

We  would  direct  particular  attention  to  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Nugent  on  the  whole  of  this 
subject,  because  it  appears  to  us  that  the  effect  of  the  interpretation  given  to  the  law  as  to 
the  non-removal  of  criminal  lunatics  from  the  District  Asylums,  and  the  practice  of  sending 
back  criminal  lunatics  to  those  District.  Asylums  is  inconsistent  with  the  object  for  which 
this  institution  was  established,  namely,  the  separation  of  this  class  from  other  lunatics. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  appears  to  us  to  have  specially  designed,  as  its  title  indicates,  “ the 
establishment  of  a Central  Asylum  for  insane  persons  charged  with  offences,”  and  such 
classes  are  by  the  8th  section  directed  to  be  removed  thereto  ; the  power,  however,  which 
is  further  given,  of  removing  lunatics  sentenced  to  imprisonment  or  transportation,  is 
discretional.  It  appears  to  us,  that  either  perfect  dissociation  of  all  lunatics  who  have 
committed,  or  have  been  charged  with,  crime  should  be  enforced,  or  that  a distinction 
must  be  drawn,  having  reference  to  the  moral  stain  resting  on  the  patient.  In  the  latter 
sense  the  cases  of  the  lunatics  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting  crime,  bear  the  lightest  taint,  while  the  lunatic  who  has  been  convicted,  and 
whose  insanity  has  subsequently  supervened,  is  fully  stained  with  crime.  We  think  that 
the  law  should  explicitly  define  who  is  to  be  detained  in  the  criminal  asylum  ; and  as  cure 
is  not  the  only  object  with  which  such  an  institution  has  been  founded  by  the  State,  the 
incurable  inmate  should  not,  because  his  case  is  hopeless,  and  he  may  himself  be  harmless, 
be  again  remitted  to  association  with  lunatics  who  are  not  criminal. 

PROPOSED  CENTRAL  BOARD,  AND  GENERAL  ALTERATIONS  IN 
THE  LAW. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  indicate  the  system  under  which  it  seems  to  us  the  Control  and 
Direction  of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  the  Superintendence  of  Lunatics  in  Ireland  should 
henceforth  be  conducted. 

We  propose  that  all  the  Asylums  for  the  reception  of  the  Insane  in  Ireland,  public  and 
private,  and  those  supported  by  public  rates,  or  maintained  by  private  endowment  or 
benevolence,  shall  be  under  the  Direction  and  Superintendence  of  a Central  Board,  to  whom 
should  likewise  he  intrusted  certain  powers  in  reference  to  cases  of  single  patients,  such  as 
we  shall  hereafter  describe.  , 

In  our  opinion,  this  Board  should  consist  of  three  salaried  members,  two  of  whom 
should  be  members  of  the  medical,  and  one  of  the  legal  profession ; and  a Secretary,  and 
such  establishment  of  clerks  as  the  Treasury  may  approve,  should  be  attached  to  it. 

It  will  be  observed  that  we  do  not  propose,  as  is  the  case  in  England  and  Scotland,  to 
associate  any  unpaid  Commissioner  with  the  salaried  Commissioners  : first,  because  we  do 
not  think  that  any  unpaid  members,  whose  services  could  be  made  available  for  the  pur- 
pose, would  give  additional  weight  to  the  authority  of  the  Board  ; secondly,  because  it  is 
not  likely  a regular  attendance  would  really  be  insured  on  the  part  of  persons  so  appointed, 
and  whose  position  and  ability  might  point  them  out  as  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  belonging  to  the  Board  ; lastly,  because  we  think  it  of  great  importance  that  the 
Commissioners  should  not  merely  sit  at  the  Central  Office,  to  orefer  and  direct  the  manage- 
ment of  the  asylums,  but  that  they  should  be  themselves  kept  constantly  informed  of  the 
actual  condition  of  the  asylums  and  the  lunatics  under  then-  control,  by  discharging  the 
duties  of  inspection. 

We  propose,  thei’efore,  that  each  District,  Public,  and  Workhouse  Asylum,  shall  be  visited 
twice  in  every  year,  that  the  visit  shall  be  made  by  the  Medical  Commissioners  alternately, 
and  that  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  visits  the  Legal  Commissioner  shall  be  associated 
with  the  Medical  Commissioner. 

The  Commissioners  should,  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit,  record  their  observations  in  a 
minute  book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  laid  before  the  Governors  at  their 
next  meeting,  and  copies  of  the  same  should  be  transmitted  at  once  to  the  Central  Board. 
They  should  also  make  a distinct  Report,  once  in  each  year,  upon  each  asylum,  the  same 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  Grand  Juries  of  each  county  in  the 
district.  These  reports  should  be  annually  laid  before  Parliament,  along  with  a general 
report  from  the  whole  Board  of  Commissioners. 

We  consider  that  the  Commissioners  should  not  confine  then-  visits  to  these  statutable 
inspections.  They  should  have  power  to  enter  and  visit  the  asylums  at  all  times,  to 
attend  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  hut  not  to 
vote,  thus  assimilating  their  position  to  that  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  in  reference  to 
Boards  of  Guardians.  We  also  consider  that,  as  occasion  may  call  for  special  inquiries, 
the  Commissioners  should  have  authority,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to 
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appoint  their  Secretary,  or  any  other  competent  person,  to  be  a special  Inspector,  for  a Proposed 
limited  period  in  each  case,  such  Inspector  having,  as  well  as  the  Commissioners,  the  Central 

power  of  examining  on  oath.  

The  existing  law  requires  from  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  an  amount  of  duty,  in  the  Excessive 
way  of  inspection,  beyond  what  they  could  adequately  perform.  duty  now 

By  8 & i)  Vic.,  cap.  107,  they  are  bound  annually  to  visit  every  asylum  for  lunatics,  required 
as  well  as  all  gaols,  workhouses,  or  houses  of  industry,  in  which  there  shall  be,  or  j°s“  ctors 
be  alleged  to  be.  any  lunatic  ; and  by  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  every  licensed  house  is  to  be 
visited  half-yearly.  The  amount  of  visitation  this  would  probably  entail  may  be  judged 
of  from  the  following  Table  : — 


Institution. 

N umber  containing 
N umber.  Lunatics  on 

1 1st  January,  1 057. 

Gaols, 

42 

27 

Workhouses, 

163 

157 

District  Asylums, 

16 

16 

Criminal  „ . . 

1 

1 

Private  „ . 

13 

13 

Hardwicks  Cells, 

1 

1 

Lilford  Cells,  . 

1 

1 

Government  Prisons,  . 

5 

1 

Charitable  Institutions, 

2 

2 

Total,  . 

244 

219 

Should  our  recommendations  he  adopted,  the  duties  of  inspection  will  be  limited  to  Diminution 
district.,  private,  charitable,  and  such  auxiliary  workhouse  asylums  as  may  be  established,  of. 
together  with  a visitation  of  single  patients,  as  hereinafter  referred  to. 

°We  think  that  three  Commissioners  will,  for  the  present,  be  adequate  to  the  discharge  Quorum  of 
of  this  duty,  together  with  their  labours  at  the  Central  Office ; and  we  consider  it  would  Commi3- 
be  improper  that  a Board  charged  with  such  extensive  powers  should  consist  of  less  than  sloncrs- 
three  members.  Two  Commissioners  should  constitute  a quorum. 

We  think  that  the  whole  code  of  law,  under  which  the  Privy  Council  and  Commissioners  Repeal  of 
for  Control  and  Correspondence  intervene  in  the  formation  of  districts,  and  the  control  and  existing 
direction  of  asylums,  should  be  repealed,  and  that  one  general  enactment  should  be  intro-  laws- 
duced  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  all  asylums,  public  or  private.. 

We  would  propose  to  assign  to  the  Central  Board  the  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  Duties  of 
instance,  whether  additionaf  asylum  accommodation  was  required  for  any  district,  and  Board  in 
how  it  might  best  be  provided.  The  Board  should  transmit  their  opinion  to  the  Lord  t0 

Lieutenant,  and  the  Governors  of  the  asylum  or  asylums  for  the  districts  concerned ; and  Asylums, 
should  the  Board  of  Governors  not  proceed  within  a limited  time  to  provide  additional 
accommodation,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Central  Board  recommend,  it  should  then  be 
lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Commissioners,  to  require  the 
Board  of  Governors  to  provide  such  additional  accommodation,  in  such  manner  as  the 
Commissioners  in  that  requisition  may  have  set  forth. 

Where  a new  district  is  to  be  formed,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  at  the 
expiration  of  six  months  from  the  time  of  such  report  being  laid  before  the  Governors, 
to  form  such  new  district,  with  such  alterations  as  may  appear  desirable,  to  appoint 
a Board  of  Governors  for  the  asylum  of  such  newly-constituted  distinct,  and  to  require 
them  to  erect  an  asylum  therein,  forthwith,  for  such  number  of  patients  as  the  Central 
Board,  in  their  report,  may  have  fixed. 

As  soon  as  the  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been  received,  or  as  soon  as  any  Board 
shall  have  determined,  acting  on  the  report  of  the  Central  Board,  to  erect  a new  asylum, 
or  enlarge  an  asylum,  or  provide  additional  buildings  in  connexion  with  any  existing 
asylum,  then  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to  prepare  plans  of  such 
buildings  or  asylums,  and  also  maps  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken,  or  of  the  site  for  any 
such  asylum  or  buildings,  and  to  furnish  copies  of  the  same  to  the  Central  Board,  without 
whose  approval  it  should  not  be  competent  for  the  Governors  to  purchase  any  land  or 
contract  for  the  erection  of  any  buildings  or  asylums.  , 

We  propose  that  the  purchase-money  of  the  site  and  the  money  required  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  asylum  or  buildings  may  be  advanced  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Board  of 
Governors,  on  their  requisition,  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  the  Central  Board,  the 
same  to  he  repaid  by  imperative  presentment  on  the  counties,  as  at  present.  The  propor- 
tion in  which  such  presentment  should  be  made  by  each  county,  and  the  repayments  to 
be  made  by  the  several  counties,  in  case  of  counties  detached  to  form  a new  district,  should 
be  fixed  by  the  Central  Board,  with  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council. 
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The  sites  of  the  asylums  should  be  vested  in  trustees,  to  be  named  by  the  Board  of 
Governors,  who  should  have  the  same  power  of  taking  land  as  the  Commissioners  for 
Control  at  present  possess,  and  incapacitated  persons  should  have  full  power  to  convey 
to  them. 

The  amount  of  purchase-money  may  be  advanced  in  one  sum  by  the  Treasury.  In 
the  case  of  the  erection  of  new  asylums  or  buildings,  we  think  a full  estimate — 1st,  of 
the  probable  cost  of  such  buildings  ; 2nd,  of  the  cost  of  interior  fittings  ; and  3rd,  of  the 
cost  of  furnishing  and  providing  clothing  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  reception 
of  patients,  should  be  furnished  to  the  Commissioners,  together  with  the  plans ; and 
approved  copies  of  these  estimates  should  also  be  furnished  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  issues 
should  not  exceed  them  in  amount. 

The  contract  for  the  execution  of  the  building  should  be  made  by  the  Board  of 
Governors,  subject  only  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners ; and  the  building  should 
not  be  taken  up  from  the  contractor,  or  the  asylums  or  buildings  opened  for  the  reception 
of  patients,  without  their  sanction.  It  should  be  competent  to  the  Commissioners  to 
appoint  an  architect  to  report  upon  the  state  of  the  works  and  building,  as  well  during 
execution  as  on  completion,  in  order  that  they  may  satisfy  themselves  of  the  propriety  of 
granting  a certificate  for  a further  advance  from  the  Treasury,  or  of  finally  releasing  the 
contractor. 

We  have  intimated  before  that  we  do  not  propose  to  alter  the  arrangement  by  which 
advances  from  the  Treasury  are  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylums.  We  think  the 
estimates  for  these  advances,  and  the  issues,  should  be  regulated  in  the  same  manner  as 
we  have  proposed  in  respect  to  the  erection  of  buildings. 

We  have  already  stated  how  far  we  consider  the  Central  Board  should  interfere  in  refe- 
rence to  the  appointment  or  removal  of  officers  and  the  regulation  of  their  salaries.  It  is 
our  wish  to  limit  the  authority  of  the  Board,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  efficiency  of 
the  institutions,  and  securing  the  proper  operation  of  the  law  in  regard  to  lunatics. 

The  first  duty  of  the  new  Board  will  be  the  preparation  of  proper  forms  of  admission 
and  discharge,  &c.,  and  the  formation  of  a code  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  asylums, 
in  which  the  duties  of  each  officer  shall  be  clearly  set  forth,  and  the  meetings  of 
the  Governors  and  course  of  proceeding  thereat  regulated.  We  see  no  reason  why  the 
Privy  Council  should  be  troubled  with  the  consideration  of  these  regulations.  We  prefer 
their  approval  being  left  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  the  responsible  representative  of  the 
Executive  in  this  country  ; and  that  no  rules,  therefore,  shall  be  in  force  until  approved 
by  him.  Alterations  in  these  rules,  if  required,  should  be  made  from  time  to  time,  with 
like  authority. 

As  regards  the  direct  authority  of  the  Central  Board,  we  are  further  of  opinion  that 
they  should  have  power,  where  they  may  see  fit,  to  regulate  the  dietary  in  any  asylum, 
and  also  to  direct  the  transfer  of  any  lunatic  from  any  workhouse  to  a District  Asylum. 

We  reserve  our  recommendations  as  to  the  power  of  the  Central  Board  in  other  matters 
until  we  have  explained  our  view  in  reference  to  the  other  institutions  for  the  insane. 

W e shall  next  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  law  as  regards  private  lunatic  asylums 
in  Ireland  and  the  condition  of  these  institutions. 

PRIVATE  ASYLUMS. 

Previously  to  the  year  1826  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  legislative  enactment 
in  reference  to  these  establishments. 

The  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74,  before  noticed,  commonly  known  as  the  Prisons  Act,  included, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  its  fifty-fifth  and  following  sections,  a provision  for  the  inspection  of 
“ every  madhouse  and  place  where  lunatics  or  idiots  are  confined,  whether  the  same  he  a 
public  establishment  or  kept  for  profit  by  any  private  individual ; and  the  Inspectors- 
General  of  Prisons  were  bound  to  report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  state  thereof.” 

There  did  not,  however,  exist  any  special  law  for  the  licensing  of  these  establishments  or 
any  means  of  securing  their  proper  management,  until  1842,  when  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123, 
was  passed,  “ to  make  further  provision  for  the  licensing,  regulation,  and  inspection  of 
private  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland.” 

This  act  was  passed,  in  the  first  instance,  for  three  years,  but  has  been  since  continued 
by  several  renewing  acts,  the  last  of  which,  18  & 19  Vic.,  c.  76,  extended  its  duration 
till  the  first  day  of  August,  1860,  and  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  Parliament.  It 
is  therefore  by  the  law  as  enacted  in  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  that  the  private  lunatic 
asylums  of  Ireland  are  at  present  regulated. 

The  first  section  of  this  Act  declared  the  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons,  whose  duty  it 
had  theretofore  been  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  private  asylums,  to  be  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  These  duties,  however,  like  all  others. 
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connected  with  lunatic  asylums,  were,  by  a subsequent  Act,  8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  s.  23, 
transferred  to  the  newly-appointed  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  and  are  by  them  discharged 
at  the  present  time. 

The  provisions  of  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  required  that  no  person  should  keep  a house 
for  the  reception  of  two  or  more  insane  persons  in  Ireland,  unless  licensed  by  the  Justices 
in  quarter  sessions  ; that  every  applicant  for  a licence  should  give  previous  notice  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  stating  the  number  of  each  sex  he  proposes  to  receive ; the  name  and 
previous  occupation  of  the  person  who  is  to  superintend  the  institution,  should  he  not  be 
resident  himself ; accompanied  by  a plan  of  the  house,  detailing  the  length,  breadth,  and 
height  of  every  room  ; and  giving  also  a description  of  the  situation  of  the  house.  Any 
additions  or  alterations  made  to  any  licensed  house  afterwards  are  to  be  notified  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  within  one  month.  A form  of  licence  was  given  in  a schedule  to  the 
Act,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  was  authorized  to  receive  a fee  of  10.5.  for  every  insane 
person  proposed  to  be  received,  but  so  as  in  the  whole  not  to  exceed  £5,  besides  10s.  for 
the  stamp.  Copies  of  the  notice,  plan,  and  licence  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Inspectors  within 
four  clear  days  after  granting-  such  licences ; and  a copy  of  the  plan  is  also  required  to 
be  hung  up  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  every  licensed  house.  The  moneys  received  for 
such  licences  were,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
required  to  be  disbursed  in  the  execution  of  the  Act.  The  licence  was  to  be  in  force  for 
thirteen  months.  On  the  death  of  the  licensed  person,  and  on  application  of  his  legal 
representative,  the  Justices,  at  next  quarter  sessions,  are  empowered  to  confirm  the  licence 
to  the  Superintendent,  or  such  other  person  as  they  may  think  fit,  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  licence.  Analogous  powers  are  given  to  the  justices,  in  case  of  the  licensed  person 
becoming  incapable,  or  the  house  having  become  by  fire,  tempest,  or  other  unavoidable 
calamity,  unfit  to  be  occupied.  The  licence  can,  by  the  13th  section,  be  at  any  time  revoked 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  recommendation  in  writing  of  the  Inspectors,  seven  clear 
days’  notice  of  such  intended  recommendation  having  been  previously  given  to  the  person 
complained  of. 

As  regards  the  reception  of  patients  into  these  licensed  houses,  the  law  requires  that  no 
person  shall  be  received  or  detained  therein  without  an  order  under  the  hand  of  the  person 
by  whose  direction  such  insane  person  has  been  sent,  according  to  a form  given  in  a schedule 
to  the  Act,  which  included  a statement  of  the  degree  of  relationship  or  other  circumstance 
of  connexion  of  the  lunatic  with  the  person  signing  the  order,  a statement  of  the  name  and 
previous  occupation  of  the  lunatic,  of  where  he  had  been  previously  confined,  and  whether 
lie  had  been  found  of  unsound  mind  under  a Chancery  Commission.  A medical  certificate 
of  the  patient’s  insanity,  signed  by  two  physicians,  surgeons,  or  apothecaries,  who  had  each 
visited  him  separately  not  more  than  seven  days  before,  is  also  required  ; and,  finally,  the 
substance  of  these  orders  and  certificates  is  to  be  entered  within  three  clear  days  in  a book 
kept  for  this  purpose  in  the  licensed  house.  It  is  further  provided,  that  if  a patient  has 
not  been  visited  by  two  medical  men  signing  this  certificate,  the  reasons  shall  be  assigned 
therein,  and  a second  medical  practitioner  is  required  to  visit  him  within  fourteen  days. 
Moreover,  no  physician  who  is  proprietor  of  a licensed  house,  or  superintendent  thereof, 
or  their  immediate  relative,  is  allowed  to  sign  these  certificates.  The  reception  of  inmates 
in  the  licensed  houses  is  required  to  be  notified  to  the  Inspectors  ■within  two  daj’s,  together 
with  copies  of  the  orders  and  certificates  ; and  a register  of  these  notices,  as  well  as  of  the 
copies  of  orders  and  cei’tificates,  is  to  be  kept  by  the  Inspectors. 

Notices  of  deaths,  escapes,  and  removals  are  also  required  to  be  given  to  the  Inspectors. 

In  cases  where  the  Licensed  Houses  are  not  kept  by  a medical  practitioner,  they  are  to 
be  visited  by  a medical  man  at  least  once  a fortnight,  and  a statement  then  entered  in 
the  books  of  the  health  of  each  patient  and  the  condition  of  the  house. 

The  duties  of  the  Inspectors,  as  regards  these  establishments,  are  distinctly  laid  down  in 
the  20th  and  21st  sections. 

1.  Each  house  and  every  part  thereof  are  to  be  visited  by  one  Inspector  at  least  once 

in  six  months. 

2.  The  Inspector  is  to  inquire  whether  any  patients  are  under  restraint,  and  why. 

3.  To  inspect  the  certificate  of  admission  of  every  patient  admitted  since  his  last  visit. 

4.  To  make  a minute  of  the  result  of  his  inspection  and  inquiries,  of  the  condition  of  the 

house,  and  of  any  irregularities  in  the  certificates. 

5.  On  the  first  visit  after  the  grant  of  the  licence,  to  examine  and  sign  it,  if  correct, 

otherwise  to  note  the  informality  in  the  Visiting  Book. 

6.  To  inquire  whether  any,  and  at  what  time,  divine  service  is  read,  and  what  religious 

aid  is  received.  If  divine  service  is  not  performed,  or  religious  communication 
with  any  minister  is  not  permitted,  the  proprietor  or  resident  superintendent  is 
bound  to  state  the  reasons  thereof  in  the  book  above  referred  to. 
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7.  To  inquire  what  description  of  employment,  amusement,  or  recreation  is  provided ; 
and  state  the  results  of  such  inquiries  in  the  Visiting  Book,  with  such  observations 
as  he  may  think  useful  or  necessary. 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  Inspector  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  who  is 
to  enter  them  in  a book,  and  lay  them  before  the  justices  previously  to  the  consideration  of 
any  renewal  of  the  licence. 

A Patients’  Book  is  required  to  be  kept  in  each  house,  in  which  the  Visiting  Inspector  is 
to  insert  any  observations  he  may  think  fit  respecting  the  state  of  mind  of  any  patient ; 
and  the  Inspector,  on  his  visit,  is  required  to  give  special  attention  to  the  state  of  mind  of 
any  patient  as  to  the  propriety  of  whose  detention  he  shall  have  cause  to  doubt,  or  to 
whose  sanity  his  attention  may  be  called  by  the  patient,  or  aii}r  other  person ; and  if  it 
appears  to  him  that  the  patient’s  detention  requires  further  consideration,  the  Inspector  is 
required  to  make  a minute  to  that  effect  in  the  Visiting  Book. 

Power  is  then  given  to  the  Inspectors,  in  conjunction  with  the  Manager  and  Medical 
Officer  of  the  nearest  District  Asylum,  to  make  special  visits  to  a licensed  house,  and  to 
make  order  for  the  discharge  of  a patient,  if  it  appear  to  them  fit.  The  latter  power  does 
not  extend  to  Chancery  or  Criminal  Lunatics,  in  which  cases  the  Inspector  is  to  report  his 
opinion  on  the  case  to  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lord  Lieutenant,  respectively. 

The  32nd  section  gives  power  to  an  Inspector  to  visit  Licensed  Houses  at  night, 
after  information  upon  oath  lias  been  laid  before  him  that  mal-practiees  are  believed  to  have 
taken  place  therein  which  cannot  be  ascertained  by  examination  during  the  day. 

The  Inspectors  are  to  give  information,  if  they  see  fit,  to  persons  inquiring  as  to  the 
detention  of  insane  persons  in  licensed  houses.  This  last  enactment  became  necessary, 
as  the  Inspectors  in  their  capacity  of  Inspector  of  Private  Asylums,  are,  by  their  oath  of 
office,  (sec.  2)  bound  to  secresy. 

The  Inspectors  are  bound  to  report  annually  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lord  Chan, 
cellor.  They  arc  armed  with  power  to  summon  parties  before  them,  and  to  examine  on 
oath  ; and  persons  giving  false  evidence  are  declared  guilty  of  perjury,  and  subjected  to 
penalties  recoverable  by  civil  bill.  It  is  also  provided  by  the  Act,  that  after  twelve 
months  from  the  death  or  discharge  of  any  patient  his  name  may  be  erased  from  the 
register  of  any  house  where  he  was  confined,  and  all  orders  and  certificates  regarding  him 
be  given  up. 

Two  further  sections,  47  and  48,  refer  to  proceedings  against  proprietors  of  licensed 
houses,  and  limitation  of  actions  under  the  Act,  the  principal  of  which  is,  that  in  any 
action  brought  against  any  proprietor  for  detaining  or  ill-treating  any  of  Her  Majesty’s 
subjects,  insane  or  alleged  to  be  insane,  he  shall  be  bound  to  justify  his  conduct  according 
to  the  course  of  common  law. 

Finally,  the  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  is  declared  by  the  49th  section  not  to  extend  to  any 
public  hospital  or  charitable  institution,  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions, and  not  kept  for  profit  by  any  private  individual,  or  to  any  institution  supported 
wholly  or  in  part  by  Grand  Jury  presentments  or  Parliamentary  grants  of  public  money, 
except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  visitations  directed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  inquiries  to 
be  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  former  duties,  under  7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74. 

There  ai-e  only  three  institutions  in  Ireland,  that  we  are  aware  of,  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  as  Benevolent  Institutions  ; but  to  these  we  shall  subsequently 
have  occasion  to  refer. 

The  above  is  a summary  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  relative  to  private  lunatic 
asylums,  or  licensed  houses.  However  this  legislation  may  now  call  for  amendment, 
yet  the  introduction  of  the  Act  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  was  a most  important  measure. 
Until.  this  enactment  came  into  force,  private  asylums  were  regulated  by  no  law,  and  no 
security  existed  for  their  being  either  properly  conducted,  or  suitable  for  the  reception 
of  lunatics. 

W e shall  now  proceed  to  give  our  opinion  as  to  the  amendment  of  this  law. 

The  system  of  licensing  by  the  J ustices,  at  Quarter  Sessions,  does  not  appear  to  us  to 
have  worked  well.  The  tribunal  cannot  be  considered  the  most  competent  to  decide  on  the 
fitness  of  the  establishment  for  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  appropriated.  The  Inspectors 
of  Lunatics,  who  would  appear  to  be  the  more  proper  parties  to  determine  on  the  propriety 
of  licensing  a building  as  a private  asylum,  are  not,  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  required 
to  give  any  certificate  to  that  effect,  or  to  make  a report  previously  to  the  licence  being 
granted.  It  is.  true,  that  in  a subsequent  year,  the  minutes  of  their  visits  being  laid 
before,  the  Justices,  may  induce  the  latter,  in  case  of  any  condemnatory  remarks,  to  refuse 
a continuance  of  the  licence;  hut  there  is  always  more  reluctance  to  take  this  step  than  to 
refuse  originally  to  issue  the  licence. 

We  propose  that-the  power  of  issuing  licences  shall  rest  with  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
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after  they  have  satisfied  themselves  of  the  qualification  and  capacity  of  the  applicant,  and  Private 
by  personal  inspection,  of  the  fitness  of  the  building  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  the  Asylumb. 
power  of  revolving  licences  to  rest  with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  recommendation  of  ' 
the  Commissioners.  Fees  charged  for  licences  are  considered  so  vexatious,  and  produce,  Fees  on 
in  the  aggregate,  so  insignificant  an  amount,  that  we  recommend  their  abolition,  stamp  licences, 
duty  only  being  charged. 

Ihe  Proprietors  should  be  bound  to  send  in  plans  of  all  buildings,  and  proposed  Plans  of 
alterations  of  buildings,  to  the  Commissioners,  and  no  new  buildings  should  be  erected  or  houses, 
alterations  made  in  the  licensed  premises,  without  their  previous  sanction ; nor  should  any 
new  or  altered  buildings  be  used,  until  certified  by  the  Commissioners  as  fit  for  occupation 
under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  licence.  ’ 

^/"eJ  fhink  that  the  licence  should  require,  in  all  cases,  that  some  medical  practitioner  Resident 
should  be  resident  on  the  premises — being  either  the  proprietor  himself  (if  a professional  medical 
person),  or  some  medical  Superintendent  appointed  by  him.  practitioner. 

The  reception  of  patients  may  be  regulated  according  to  the  existing  law,  with  this  differ-  Order  for 
ence,  that  the  statement  of  the  person  giving  the  order  for  the  lunatic’s  reception  should  be  reception  of 
more  complete.  . We  should  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  form  appended  to  the  English  Patients- 
Act,  16  & 17  Vic.,  c.  96,  with  some  slight  additions.  We  consider  it  desirable  that* the 
order  for  reception  should  show,  not  alone  the  relationship  t.o  the  lunatic  (if  any)  of  the 
person  signing,  but  also  should  state  who  are  next  of  kin  to  the  lunatic,  and  whether  they 
are  aware  of  the  order  being  made,  and  are  consenting  parties  to  the  detention  of  their 
relative. 

Ihe  provisions  of  the  5 & 6 .Vic.,  c.  123,  relative  to  the  discharge  of  patients  by  Discharge 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  after  special  visit,  in  conjunction  with  the  Manager  and  Medical  of  patients. 
Officer  of  a District  Asylum,  should,  in  principle,  be  retained  ; but  the  power  should  be 
transferred  to  any  one  of  tlie  proposed  Commissioners  after  a certificate  of  the  sanity  of 
the  patient,  signed  by  two  Medical  Practitioners,  had  been  laid  before  him. 

It  should  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  Commissioners,  or  Inspectors,  to  give  an  order  for  the  Admission 
admission  of  relatives  or  friends  of  a patient  to  any  Licensed  House,  or  of  any  medical  of  frieD<k 
person  the  relatives  or  friends  may  desire  should  visit  a patient.  We  also  consider  it 
desirable  that  some  provision,  analogous  to  the  86th  section  of  the  8th  & 9th  Vic.,  Temporary 
cap.  100,. authorizing  the  temporary  removal  of  any  patient  from  a licensed  house,  for  a rern.ov’al  °f 
definite  time,  for  the.  benefit  of  his  health,  should  be  extended  to  Ireland.  patients. 

. -Another  provision  of  the  English  Act,  not  alone  as  regards  licensed  houses,  but  lunatics  Provision  as 
m general,  might,. with  advantage,  be  adopted,  viz.,  that  any  abuse,  ill-treatment,  or  wilful  to  lunatics 
neglect  of  a lunatic  by  the  Superintendent,  or  any  other  person  employed  in  the  care  of  Senera%* 
lunatics,  should  be  deemed  a misdemeanor,  and  punishable  accordingly.  We  would 
also  propose  to  give  power  to  the.  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  to 
direct  a prosecution  in  any  such  case  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  or  in  cases  where 
uie  Commissioners  shall  report  that  any  person  has  been  unlawfully  taken  and  confined 
m any  asylum. 

As  regards  the  inspection  of  licensed  houses,  we  consider  they  should  be  visited  by  one  Inspection 
or  more  of  the  Commissioners  four  times  in  each  year,  and  their  visits  should  be  duly  V Commis- 
recorded  in  a book  to  be  specially  kept  for  that  purpose,  together  with  such  observations  as  s,ouer3, 
the  condition  of  the  establishment  may  call  for,  copies  of  which  observations  should  be  sent 
to  the  Central  Board  forthwith.  The  duties  of  inspection  may  remain  as  prescribed  in 
the  twenty-first  section  of  the  existing  act,  and  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

Ihe  power  of  making  night  visits  to  licensed  houses  is  confined  by  the  Irish  Act  to  cases  Extension 
where  information  on  oath  has  been  received  that  mal-practiees  are  suspected  to  have  taken  P?^Ter  as 
place,  and  which  cannot  he  detected  by  examination  and  inspection  during  the  day.  By  ^its?  * 
the  English  Act  night  visits  ma.y  be  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners.  We 
consider  it  advisable  to  assimilate  the  law  in  this  respect,  first,  because  we  consider  that  an 
information,  amounting  to  a suspicion,  is  of  little  value,  if  intended  to  be  a protection 
gainst  an  abuse  of  this  power  of  night  visitation  ; and  secondly,  because  we  believe  that 
if  it  were  permitted  to  the  Inspectors  or  Commissioners,  at  their  discretion,  to  visit  private 
asylums  at  that  time,  they  would  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  condition  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and  the  manner  in  which  the  patients  are  treated,  than  by  the  visits  which  are 
?Ade,  at  an  hour  when  their  presence  may  more  naturally  be  looked  for.  At  present  in 
Ireland,  there  is  almost  a certainty  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor  that  no  night  visits  mil 
fake  place,  and,  in  fact,  we  find  from  the  returns  of  the  Inspectors,  that  none  have  ever 
been  made. 

We  have  now  stated  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  reference  to  private  asylums,  aud  alluded  Necessity 
to  those  points  which  appear  to  us  to  require  amendment.  We  consider  that  an  amended  ^enforcing 
baw  should  be  passed  for  the  regulation  of  these  establishments,  and  that,  once  enacted  , its  to  private 
provisions  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  Such  has  not  hitherto  been  the  case  in  all  respects,  asylums. 
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We  visited  one  asylum  where  the  proprietor  had  allowed  the  quarter  sessions  to  pass  with- 
out taking  out  his  licence  ; in  another  this  omission  was  stated  to  have  occurred,  from  the 
Inspectors  not  having  sent  in  their  report,  or,  in  other  words,  we  presume  that  the  minutes 
which,  by  the  Act,  they  were  required  to  make,  had  not  been  entered  in  the  Visiting  Book 
and,  consequently,  that  no  copies  thereof  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace.  In 
some  few  cases  we  found  that  the  medical  certificates  and  orders  on  which  the  patients  were 
admitted  were  not  forthcoming,  in  others  not  in  due  form.  At  times  the  books  required  bv 
the  Act  to  be  kept  could  not  be  produced;  and  the  plan  of  the  building  was  not  always,  as 
the  Act  requires,  hung  up  in  a conspicuous  part  of  the  licensed  house,  or  when  hung  up,  did 
not  accurately  delineate  the  premises  licensed  and  occupied ; indeed  we  found  female 
patients  sleeping  in  the  house,  or  portion  of  a house,  stated  to  be  set  apart  for  males, 
and  we  were  informed  by  one  of  the  patients  that  she  had  slept  there  for  three  years. 

In  another  case,  we  found  that  a lady  had  for  some  time  previously  slept  in  one  of  a 
range  of  small  dark  cells,  on  the  male  side,  although  it  had  been  represented,  to  us,  by  the 
Proprietor,  that  these  rooms  had  for  a long  period  been  disused,  in  consequence  of  their 
haring  been  condemned  by  the  Inspectors.  The  cells  were,  however,  retained  on  the  plan, 
as  a portion  of  the  licensed  premises. 

The  private  asylums,  generally,  are  not  well  adapted  for  their  purpose.  Thev  are  usually 
old  mansions,  or  private  houses,  which  have  been  converted  to  their  present  use,  and  their 
arrangements  are  not  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  an  asylum.  Where  additions  have  been 
made,  they  have  usually  been  erected  apparently  more  with  the  object  of  extending  the 
accommodation  by  crowding  a number  of  rooms  into  the  small  space  available,  than  of  erect- 
ing suitable  apartments  for  the  reception  of  insane  patients.  Where  a totally  new  buildin  «■ 
has  been  erected  these  observations  do  not  apply. 

We  may  remark,  however,  that  wc  were  not  satisfied  with  the  accommodation  provided  in 
most  of  these  institutions,  and  that  they  did  not  contain  those  necessary  conveniences  which 
a,  house  for  the  reception  of  the  insane  particularly  requires.  Some  are  not  fit  houses  to  be 
licensed,  and  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Nugent  shows  that  he  himself  inclines  to  that  opinion.  He 
speaks,  however,  of  a gradual  improvement,  and  of  the  difficult}- of  finding  accommodation  for 
the  patients  elsewhere.  But  we  cannot  think  it  desirable  that-,  upon  any  consideration  of 
this  nature,  a house  should  he  licensed  which  is  unsuitable  in  itself,  or  so  "ill-conducted  as  to 
be  u nfit  for  the  reception  of  lunatics.  It  is  true  that  the  amount  annually  paid  by  the  friends 
of  the  inmates  is  at  times  miserably  small ; hut  we  should  prefer  such  patients  either  being 
sent  to  a District  Asylum,  or  even  detained  with  their  friends,  to  the  sanction  of  the  law 
being  given  for  their  reception  into  a house  utterly  unfit  for  their  abode,  and  affording  no 
means  for  their  proper  treatment.  W e trust  that,  under  the  new  arrangements  we  propose, 
the  refusal  of  licences  to  all  houses  not  properly  suited  for  the  purpose  will  be  riridly  acted 
upon,  and  that  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  regards  these  institutions  will  Tie  strictly 
enforced. 

The  distinctions  of  social  life  naturally  prevent  the  association  of  lunatics  of  all  classes  in 
the  same  asylum;  neither  would  it  be  proper  that,  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  all  con- 
sideration of  the  previous  position  in  society  of  these  afflicted  persons  should  be  lost  siriit  of! 
Hence,  private  asylums  are  a necessity,  hut  we  confess  that  we  should  gladly  see  the  existing 
establishments  of  that  class  in  Ireland  give  place  to  institutions  of  a self-supporting  character, 
and  where  this  most  helpless  class  would  he  cared  for  and  maintained  without  reference  to 
the  profits  to  be  derived  from  then  infirmity.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  individuals  will 
invest  their  capital,  the  source  of  support  for  themselves  and  their  families,  without  looking- 
for  as  large  an  income  in  return  as  it  can  fairly  be  made  to  produce,  or  that  thev  will  de- 
vote their  time,  labour,  and  skill  as  professional  men,  to  the  care  of  the  insane,  from  purelv 
philanthropic  motives.  Yet  it  cannot  but  he  observable  in  a private  asylum,  how  limitedly 
the  patient’s  wants  seem  to  be  discerned  where  they  are  not  absolute  necessities ; how  little 
the  agreeable  is  studied  where  it  is  not  the  essential;  and  how  strong  the  tendency  must- 
be  to  restraint,  since  the  opposite  system,  if  carried  out,  will  necessarily  require  an 
increased  number  of  attendants,  at  increased  cost,  and  therefore  diminished  profit,  to  the 
proprietor.  In  fact,  without  seeking  to  reproach  any,  we  fear  it  must  be  confessed  by  all 
that,  where  profit  is  the  aim,  it  mil  too  generally  be  pm-sued  to  the  prejudice  of  those  from 
whom  it  is  derived.  With  these  views,  we  would  desire  to  see  institutions  established  for 
the  reception  of  that  class  of  lunatics  whose  social  position  places  them  above  receiving 
support  from  public  funds,  or  seeking  to  be  maintained  by  private  charity,  and  yet  whose 
humble  means  will  not  admit  of  their  being-  placed,  as  single  patients,  where  funds  as  well 
as  friends  will  not  be  wanting  to  insure  their  comfort.  Such  an  asylum  conducted  under 
proper  management,  and  where  the  patients  should  pay  the  full  cost  of  their  maintenance, 
including  establishment  charges,  &c.,  would  be  an  incalculable  boon  to  society,  and  we 
cannot  hut  hope  that  in  a city  so  remarkable  for  the  charity  of  its  inhabitants  as'  Dublin, 
the  tide  of  benevolence  may  one  day  turn  in  this  direction. 
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BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTIONS.  bekevolent 

"We  have  classed,  under  the  head  of  Benevolent  Institutions  for  the  care  and  treatment 

of  the  Insane,  those  establishments  which  are  neither  supported  by  local  rate,  nor  out  of  the  ■ 

public  taxes,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  are  not  kept  for  profit  by  any  private  individual. 

The  only  asylums  of  this  character  in  Ireland  are  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  (founded  by 
Dean  Swift),  Bloomfield  Retreat,  under  the  direction  of  a Committee  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  St.  Vincent’s  Asylum,  Richmond,  recently  established  from  the  proceeds 
of  a charitable  bequest  under  the  management  of  trustees. 

The  first  of  these  institutions  owes  its  origin,  as  is  well  known,  to  the  celebrated  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s 
St.  Patrick’s,  above  mentioned,  who  “bequeathed  his  whole  estate  aud  effects,  subject  to  Hospital; 
certain  small  pecuniary  and  specific  legacies,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land  in  any  hl8toiy  of‘ 
province  of  Ireland  (except  Connaught),  the  yearly  profits  to  be  applied,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  purchase  of  a site  near  Steevens’s  Hospital,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  if  that  could 
not  be  had,  in  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  then  in  building  thereon  an  hospital,  large 
enough  for  the  reception  of  as  many  idiots  and  lunatics  as  the  annual  income  of  the  said 
lands  and  effects  should  be  sufficient  to  maintain.” 

The  Dean’s  will,  dated  the  3rd  of  May,  1740,  further  provided,  that  the  hospital  should  Will  oT Dean 
be  built  in  such  a maimer  that  another  building  might  be  added  thereto,  in  case  the  Swift>  174°- 
endowment  thereof  should  'be  enlarged.  “ That  when  the  said  hospital  should  be  built 
the  whole  yearly  income  of  the  said  lands  and  estates  should  for  ever  thereafter  be  laid 
out  in  providing  victuals,  clothing,  medicines,  attendance,  and  all  other  necessaries  for 
such  idiots  and  lunatics  as  should  be  received  into  the  same,  and  in  repairing  and 
enlarging,  the  building  from  time  to  time ; that  if  a sufficient  number  of  idiots  and 
lunatics  should  not  be  readily  found,  incurables  should  be  taken  in  ; that  no  person 
labouring  under  infectious  disease  should  be  admitted  ; that  all  such  idiots,  lunatics,  and 
incurables  should  live  and  reside  therein  constantly,  as  well  in  the  night  as  in  the  day ; 
and  that  the  salaries  of  agents,  receivers,  officers,  servants,  and  attendants,  to  be  employed 
in  the  business  of  the  hospital,  should  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  one-fifth  part  of  the  clear 
yearly  income  or  revenue  thereof.” 

As  regards  the  management  of  the  estates  the  Dean  provided  in  his  will  that  his 
executors  should  not  have  power  to  lease  lands  without  the  consent  of  certain  official 
persons  therein  named,  or  a majority  of  them  ; that  no  leases  should  be  made  other  than 
for  years,  not  exceeding  thirty-one  in  possession,  at  the  best  and  most  improved  rents  that 
might  reasonably  and  moderately  be  gotten,  and  without  fine.  Finally,  that  any  lease 
made  to,  or  in  trust  for,  any  person  in  any  way  concerned  in  the  execution  of  the  trust,  or 
in  any  way  related  or  allied  by  consanguinity  or  affinity  to  them,  should  be  void. 

The  will  concluded  by  directing  his  executors  to  apply  to  the  Crown  for  a charter  to 
incorporate  them,  and  the  official  persons  above  referred  to,  namely,  the  Primate,  Lord 
Chancellor,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s,  Dean  of  Christ  Church,  Physician 
to  the  State,  and  Surgeon-General,  were  to  be  a corporation  for  the  better  management 
and  conduct  of  the  charity,  to  which  corporation  the  estates  should  be  conveyed  over  by 
his  executors,  or  the  survivors  of  them. 

In  1746,  a charter  was  accordingly  obtained,  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  Dean  Swift,  Charter  of 
and  the  Corporation  of  Governors  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  constituted.  It  consisted  of  the 
seven  dignitaries  above  mentioned,  and  seven  other  persons  whose  successors  were  to  be  ’ 
elected  by  a majority  of  the  Governors,  each  of  whom  was  required  to  be  a fit  person, 
whose  usual  place  of  residence  for  three  years  then  next  preceding  had  been  in  the  city 
or  suburbs  of  Dublin  ; seven  were  required  to  concur  in  the  election,  of  whom  the 
Primate,  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Archbishop  of  Dublin  should  be  one. 

The  charter  gave  the  usual  privileges  of  a corporation  to  the  Governors,  and  provided  a 
certain  course  of  proceeding  in  the  administration  of  the  trust.  Four  quarterly  meetings 
were  to  be  held,  viz.,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  August,  November,  and  February,  at  which 
alone  leases  were  to  be  made,  and  such  other  general  meetings  (three  being  a quorum)  as  the 
Governors  might  think  fit.  On  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  each  year  an  election  of 
officers  was  to  take  place.  Seven  members  of  the  corporation  were  to  be  named  a com- 
mittee for  carrying  into  execution  the  rules,  ordinances,  instructions,  and  directions  of  the 
Board,  and  were  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month,  or  oftener,  as  circumstances 
should  require.  The  Governors,  at  their  quarterly  meetings,  had  power  to  make  such 
rules  and  ordinances,  which  were  to  be  approved  by  either  of  the  chiefs  of  the  courts  of  law. 

The  charter  enabled  the  trustees  to  purchase  or  hold  land  to  the  extent  of  £2,000 
a-year,  and  any  amount  of  personalty  whatsoever,  and  provided  that  all  gifts  or  bequests  of 
money  should  be  lent  out  at  interest,  or  invested  in  lands,  until  the  clear  yearly  income 
amounted  to  £2,000,  unless  it  were  otherwise  directed  by  the  donor. 
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Benevolent  The  charter  provides  that  the  salaries  should  not  exceed  one-fifth  of  the  yearly  income 
tionT"  A t Preseut  t]iey  do  110t  appear  to  amount  to  that  proportion  of  the  income  derived  from 
' all  sources. 

Income  of  The  income  ot  the  hospital,  according  to  a return  we  have  received,  was,  for  the  year 
St,  Patrick’s  ending  31st  March,  1S5G,  £-5,212  13s.,*  under  the  following  heads  : — 

Hospital.  ' a £ s d 

Bents,  after  deducting  agent’s  fees,  and  all  rent  and  taxes,  itc.,  ....  2,260  3 0* 

Dividends  on  stock  and  securities,  .......  617  13  8 

Payments  for  boarders,  . . . . . . _ .2  328  11  8 

Beceipts  from  other  sources,  . . . . . . . .648 

Total, 5,212  13  0 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Governors  are  in  receipt  of  an  income  from  the  rents 
and  dividends  of  £2,877,  while  they  received  for  paying  patients  within  the  year  £2,328  • 
a,nd  as  the  number  of  paying  patients  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1856  was  eighty! 
three,  the  average  amount  received  for  each  would  be  £28.  ° 

Objects  of  The  hospital  was  originally  founded  by  Dean  Swift,  for  the  reception  of  as  many  idiots 
an4  lunatics  sis  the  annual  income  of  the  property  bequeathed  would  be  sufficient  to 
maintain,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  direction  to  the  contrary  on  the  part  of  the  donors 
it  may  be  considered  that  the  bequests  subsequently  left  were  to  be  appropriated  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  endowment  given  by  the  Dean. 

From  the  terms  of  the  Dean’s  will  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  no  payment  was 
contemplated  on  the  part  of  the  patients.  From  an  examination,  however,  of  the  books 
of  the  hospital  we  find  that  boarders  must  have  been  admitted  at  an  early  period  after 
the  opening  of  the  hospital,  in  order,  by  a profit  thereon,  to  enable  the  Governors  to 
receive  a greater  number  of  poor  persons.  In  1799  it  was  ordered  that  no  boarders  be 
admitted  under  forty  guineas.  It  was  subsequently  found  (1819)  that  the  hospital  lost 
by  receiving  patients  at  this  rate,  and  it  was  directecl  to  be  raised.  The  records,  however 
show  that  chamber  patients  had  been  received,  paying  eighty  guineas;  and  in  1830  the 
Board  resolved  to  admit  twenty  patients  at  thirty  guineas.  In  the  following  year  we 
find  that  it  was  considered  more  free  patients  might  be  maintained.  No  rule,  however 
appears  to  have  been  adopted  for  their  admission  in  greater  numbers  than  before.  In 
1843,  the  attention  of  Lord  St.  Leonards,  then  Chancellor,  and  a Governor  of  the  institution 
appears  to  have  been  attracted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  endowment  was  applied  and 
he  expressed  great  doubts  as  to  whether  payment  should  be  received  for  any  patient.  Subse- 
qently,  m accordance,  it  is  stated,  with  his  opinion,  that  no  profit  at  least  should  be  made 
on  the  patients,  a minute  was  adopted  ordering  that  all  patients  at  above  £40  per  annum 
were  to  be  discontinued,  the  number  of  those  at  that  and  lesser  sums  to  be  fixed  on  a 
future  day.  No  further  order  appears,  however,  to  have  been  made  on  this  point  until 
1853,  when  it  was  decided  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  funds  the  free  patients  were  not 
to  exceed  seventy-five,  the  total  number  accommodated  in  the  hospital  beino- 150  The 
free  patients  were  therefore  fixed  at  one-half.  ° 

How  far  The  following  statement,  compiled  from  the  books  of  the  hospital,  will  show  the  number 
wMi. 1 °f  free  and  Pa>'inS  patients  accommodated  at  different  periods 


Free. 

Paying. 

In  1800,  — 

„ 1808,  — 

106, 

— 52 

86, 

— 51 

„ 1815,  — 

„ 1843,  — 

100, 

— 50 

94, 

— 61 

„ 1850,  — 

71, 

— 70 

„ 1857,  _ 

66, 

— 83 

We  cannot  consider  this  as  indicating  a satisfactory  application  of  the  endowment.  It 
is  true  that  the  average  payment  by  boarders  is  somewhat  less  than  their  actual  cost  in 
ordinary  years,  and  so  far  they  may  be  considered  as  maintained  in  part  by  the  charity ; 
but  if  the  diminution  of  free  patients  and  the  increase  of  paying  patients  are  to  continue, 
it  may  one  day  result  that  no  inmates  of  Dean  Swift’s  Hospital  will  be  maintained  entirely 
out  of  his  bequest,  which  certainly  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  founder. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  that  the  reception  of  paying  patients  has  been  so  profitable, 
that  the  Governors  have  been  enabled  to  accumulate  the  sum  of  £20,000  thereby, 

* The  present  annual  income  does  not  fully  exhibit  the  extent  of  donations  made  to  the  Governors,  for  a note 
to  the  return  (Appendix)  states  that  benefactions  and  legacies  had  been  applied  to  the  building  of  the  hospital, 
on  which  a sum  exceeding  £22,000  was  known  to  have  been  expended.  On  the  other  hand,  Parliamentary  grants 
have  been  made  to  the  hospital,  between  1755  and  1812,  amounting  to  £24,194. 
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the  interest  of  which  is  available  for  the.  support  of  the  institution.  We  cannot  but  Benevolent 
think  that  the  objects  of  the  endowment  would  have  been  more  properly  carried  out,  if  Institu- 
the  income  had  been  entirely  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  free  patients.  It  is  true  TI0Ma‘ 
that  the  law  now  provides  for  poor  lunatics  of  the  humbler  classes  in  the  district  asylums ; st.  Patrick’s 
but  there  are  many  cases  of  poverty  which  exist  in  the  better  classes,  and  for  which  the  Hospital, 
asylum  provided  by  Dean  Swift  would  be,  and,  to  a great  extent,  is,  a beneficent  refuge. 

We  are  of  opinion  that,  so  far  as  the  funds  of  the  endowment  admit,  they  should  be  fully 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  free  patients,  and  that  the  number  be  fixed  annually  ; the 
surplus  accommodation  should  then  be  made  available  for  cases  paying  the  full  cost  of 
their  maintenance,  together  with  a charge  calculated  to  cover  the  patient’s  proportion  of 
repairs,  &e.,  in  the  building ; all  other  cases  should  be  left  to  seek  admission  into  the 
district  or  private  asylums.  If  further  accommodation  were  required,  the  erection  of  the 
requisite  buildings  should  await  the  exercise  of  that  benevolence  which  Dean  Swift  naturally 
expected  his  munificence  would  encourage  ; and  we  are  not  without  hope  that,  if  it  were 
generally  known  that  the  funds  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  could  only  be  applied  to  the 
maintenance  of  patients , the  money  required  for  additional  buildings  would  be  speedily 
furnished  by  the  generosity  of  the  public.  However  that  may  be,  we  must  repeat  the 
opinion  we  have  expressed,  that  the  present  application  of  the  funds  of  the  hospital  does 
not  appear  satisfactory. 

The  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  might,  -with  Proposals  of 
advantage,  be  altered,  and  such  anomalies  as  two  governorships  being  centred  in  one  t!ie  GomTn!s' 
person,  viz.,  the  Dean  of  Christ  Church  and  St,  Patrick’s,  corrected.  We  think,  moreover,  to°°overn- 
that  the  governors  should,  with  the  exception  of  those  ex-officio , be  selected,  in  some  ment,  in- 
degree, from  the  medical  profession,  and  that  non-attendance,  for  one  year,  of  any  save  spection,  &C. 
an  ex-otjicio  governor,  should  vacate  bis  appointment. 

The  hospital  should  be  under  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
we  have  recommended,  in  every  thing  except  the  management  of  the  property,  and 
the  rules  made  by  the  governors,  for  the  regulation  of  the  institution,  should  be  subject 
to  their  approval. 

We  think  that  chaplains  should  also  be  appointed  to  this  hospital,  and  that  the  present 
unsatisfactory  arrangement,  by  which  the  Secretary,  who  is  a clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church,  acts  as  chaplain  for  his  salary  in  the  former  office,  and  the  absence  of  all  pro- 
vision within  the  establishment  for  the  discharge  of  chaplains’  duties  by  clergymen  of 
other  pei*suasions,  should  be  corrected. 

We  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  master  of  the  Hospital  should  be  a member  of  the 
medical  profession. 

The  attendance  of  governors,  considering  that  they  are  all  resident  in  or  near  tlie  city  of 
Dublin,  is  not  numerous,  and  on  frequent  occasions  the  required  quorum  of  three  has  not 
assembled.  This  has  lecl  to  the  irregular  transaction  of  business,  by  one  or  two  members. 

The  better  course,  would  be  that  the  usual  monthly  meeting  should,  in  such  cases,  be 
adjourned  to  the  ensuing  week,  due  notice  being  given  to  the  governor's,  informing  them,  at 
the  same  time,  of  the  cause  of  this  postponement.. 

We  think  it  desirable  also  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  institutions  of  the  same  character, 
a visiting  committee,  or  visitors  in  rotation,  should  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  would 
be,  between  the  monthly  meetings,  to  visit  and  inspect  the  hospital  and  its  inmates,  and 
report  to  the  Board.  From  the  evidence  of  the  Master  it  would  appear  that  there  was 
formerly  such  a committee,  but  that  “ latterly  it  had  not  assembled.” 

We  cannot  but  think  that,  if  the  attention  of  the  highly  respectable  body  which  is 
charged  with  the  government  of  the  hospital  had  been  thus  called  more  directly  to  the 
condition  of  the  institution,  we  should  not  be  obliged  to  state,  as  we  feel  ourselves  compelled 
to  do,  that  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  though  possessing  an  ample  endowment,  with  an 
accumulated  fund  in  bank  of  £20,000,  and  situated  in  the  metropolis,  is  yet,  in  many 
respects,  one  of  the  most  defective  institutions  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  which  Present  de- 
we  have  visited.  There  are  no  padded  rooms  for  violent  patients,  only  one  fixed  bath 
for  150  patients  of  both  sexes — which  had  been  out  of  order  for  two  or  three  months 
previous  to  the  time  of  our  visit,  and  unfit  for  use,  and  two  slipper-baths,  neither 
of  which  had  been  in  use  for  a long  time — rooms  bad  been  appropriated  for  lavatories, 
but  they  are  not  used,  and  the  patients  wash  in  tubs  in  the  day-rooms,  the  water 
having  to  be  carried  all  through  the  house,  as  no  supply  is  laid  on ; the  hospital  is 
not  lighted  with  gas,  “ for  fear  of  explosion  and  passages  nearly  400  feet  long  have,  on 
winter  evenings,  no  other  light  than  that  which  is  afforded  by  three  or  four  small  candles. 

“ An  apparatus  for  heating  the  house  was  pulled  down  by  order  of  the  Board,”  not  having 
been  found  to  answer,  and  at  present  the  hospital  cannot  be  sufficiently  warm  in  the 
winter  months.  The  ventilation  is  stated  to  be  better  than  in  former  years  since  the  , 
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windows  have  been  altered,  but  it  must  still  be  far  from  satisfactory,  as  the  arrangements 
do  not  admit  of  its  being  effective. 

On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  this  hospital  satisfied  us  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
it  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Central  Board,  which  may  he  established 
for  the  direction  of  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  should  be  subject  to  the  visits 
of  the  Commissioners  as  frequently  as  the  district  asylums.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a private 
endowment,  but  in  former  times  received  large  aid  (£24,194)  from  the  state  ; and  what 
in  the  interest  of  the  public,  we  have  suggested,  should  he  done  for  its  better  govern- 
ment, will  be  in  furtherance  of  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  founder. 

This  hospital,  from  its  proximity  to  one  of  the  principal  medical  schools  of  the  metropolis, 
might  be  made  most  usefully  available  in  affording  clinical  instruction  in  the  treatment 
of  insanity.  We  have  adverted  to  this  in  a previous  part  of  our  Report. 

The  Bloomfield  Retreat  is  a small  asylum  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin,  maintained  by 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  under  the  direction  of  a committee  of  that  body.  Not  being 
kept  for  profit  by  any  private  individual,  it  is  not  considered  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
of  the  5 and.  6 Viet.,  c.  123,  and  is  not  therefore  licensed  under  that  Act.  While, 
however,  claiming  this  exemption,  the  managing  committee  have  been  at  all  times 
most  ready  to  admit  the  Inspectors,  and  have  afforded  them  the  fullest  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining the  institution  and  the  inmates,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted. 

On  the  occasion  of  our  visit  we  found  the  Retreat  in  a clean  and  orderly  condition  ; the 
rooms  cheerful,  and  the  patients  apparently  most  carefully  attended  to.  At  times 
patients  are  admitted,  for  whom  a large  payment  is  received,  members  of  tlic  Society 
of  Friends  having,  in  all  cases,  a preference  of  admission,  and  at  a lower  rate  than  others.. 

It  is  not  from  any  feeling  that  the  Bloomfield  Retreat  requires  more  careful  super- 
vision, for  it  appears  to  us  one  of  the  best  conducted  private  establishments  in  Ireland,  but 
because  we  think  that  all  institutions  for  the  reception  of  the  insane  should  be  officially 
inspected  by  public  officers  that  we  recommend  the  law  to  be  so  far  extended  as  to  bring 
this  establishment  under  the  operation  of  whatever  act  may  be  passed  in  reference  to  private 
asylums.  The  same  observation  applies  to  St.  Vincent’s  Asylum,  which  has  been  recently 
opened. 

CHANCERY  LUNATICS. 

The  prerogative  of  the  crown,  usually  delegated  by  special  warrant  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  is  the  foundation  of  the  authority  exercised  by  him  in  the  matter  of  lunatics. 
The  guardianship  by  the  Crown  over  persons  incapable  of  taking  care  of  themselves,  was 
confirmed  by  early  statutes,  and  has  subsequently  been  regulated  by  various  enactments. 
“The  right  of  the  crown  to  control  and  manage  lunatics  and  their  estates,”  as  stated  by  an 
eminent  writer,  “commences  with  the  finding  of  the  office,  or  inquisition  of  lunacy.”' 
Hence  it  is  that  practically  the  parental  duty  of  the  Crown  in  this  respect  is  confined  to 
those  cases  where  there  has  been  the  finding  of  a commission,  which  commission  is  only 
sped  on  the  petition  of  some  third  party — never  originating  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
his  own  motion. 

Generally  it  may  he  said,  that  it  is  with  reference  to  the  proper  custody  and  care  of  the 
property,  rather  than  the  person  of  the  lunatic,  that  the  powers  of  the 'Lord  Chancellor, 
acting  for  the  Crown,  are  called  into  operation.  And  as  a certain  expense  attends  the 
proceeding,  commissions  are  not  usually  issued  where  the  income  is  less  than  £50  a-year. 
The  proceedings  consequent  on  the  issue  of  the  commission,  are  detailed  in  the  evidence, 
and  the  cost  thereof,  when  unopposed,  and  where  the  inquiry  is  held  in  Dublin,  appears 
to  be  about  £50.  An  investigation  in  the  country,  or  where  there  is  opposition  is 
necessarily  attended  with  further  expense. 

. I*  appears  that  the  present  practice  is  to  employ  the  same  Commissioners  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  Mr.  Henn  and  Mr.  Brady  have  given  us  the  fullest  information  as  regards  these 
proceedings,  during  the  time  they  have  held  that  appointment.  It  is  stated  that  for  a 
time  the  practice  existed,  in  country  cases,  of  issuing  the  commission  to  two  justices  and 
a barrister,  residing  in  the  locality,  to  inquire  into  cases  of  alleged  lunacy,  but.  not  having- 
been  found  to  work  well,  it  has  been  discontinued. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  present  mode  of  inquiry  is  not  satisfactory.  The  juries  are 
spoken  of  as  not  being  generally  the  most  competent  parties  to  judge  of  the'  sanity  or 
insanity  of  the  person,  brought  before  them.  We  fully  concur  in  that  view,  and  consider 
that  such  a question  would  he  much  better  determined  by  persons  experienced  in  the 
observation  of  lunatics,  and  whose  familiarity  with  cases  of  diseased  mind  affords  them 
greater  facilities  for  detecting  whether  the  mental  faculties  are  so  far  impaired  as  to 
render  the  person  before  them  incapable  of  managing  his  own  affairs. 

Juries,  we  think,  should  only  be  resorted  to,  in  special  cases,  where  it  is  considered 
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desirable  by  the  Commissioners,  or  is  demanded  by  the  alleged  lunatic,  or  where  he  is  CnANCEnr 
not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court.  Lunatics. 

The  return  having  been  made  on  the  finding  of  the  jury,  the  next  proceeding  is  to  Committees  ■ 
appoint  a committee  to  have  charge  of  the  person,  and  also  a committee  to  have  charge  mainten- 
of  the  property  of  the  lunatic.  These  two  offices  are  frequently  held  by  the  same  person,  auce. 
who  is  accountable  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  both  capacities. 

The  location  of  the  lunatic  and  the  sum  to  be  assigned  for  his  maintenance  are  then 
fixed ; and,  at  times,  annual  allowances  are  also  made  to  the  next  of  kin,  out  of  the 
estate. 

As  regards  the  lunatic’s  person,  a medical  statement  of  his  mental  and  bodily  condition  is  Statements 
required,  annually,  to  be  produced  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  the  selection  of  the  t0  tlie  Lor<I 
person  to  draw  up  the  statement  is  left  to  the  Committee,  who  may  be  the  party  most  Gliancellor- 
interested  in  concealing  neglect  or  mismanagement,  and,  with  that  exception,  no  inquiry 
or  inspection  is  made  for  the  information  of  the  Court,  unless  the  Chancellor  has 
reason  to  believe,  either  from  public  or  private  representations,  that  it  is  desirable. 

It  may  be,  and  the  case  has  been  brought  under  our  notice,  that  the  lunatic  is  farmed  Insufficient, 
out  for  an  annual  payment  far  below  the  sum  allowed  for  his  maintenance,  and  that  even 
this  is  so  irregularly  paid  as  to  be  sometimes  largely  in  arrear.  The  consequence  is  that, 
while  the  proprietor  of  the  asylum  is,  on  the  one  hand,  reluctant  to  complain,  lest  such 
a proceeding  should  lead  to  the  patient  being  withdrawn  from  his  establishment,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  naturally  regards  every  additional  expenditure  on  the  lunatic  as  so  much 
more  risked,  at  any  rate  advanced  without  remuneration.  It  is  true  that,  if  the  lunatic 
is  in  a licensed  private  asylum,  his  case  comes  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Inspectors ; 
hut  if  he  is  domiciled  in  a house  where  no  second  lunatic  is  received,  lie  has  not  that  pro- 
tection. 

As  regards  the  property  of  the  lunatic,  the  committee  is  obliged  to  account  regularly  Accounts  as 
in  Chancery  for  the  income  received,  and  all  lettings  must  he  approved  by  the  court,  and  t0  Pl°Pcrty- 
leases  granted  by  its  direction  in  cases  where  by  special  statute  such  power  is  given. 

The  alterations  in  the  law  which  we  would  suggest,  in  reference  to  the  lunatics  under  Proposed 
the  Lord  Chancellor’s  jurisdiction,  are  as  follow: — "We  propose  that  in  all  cases  the  alterations 
proceedings  should  originate,  as  at  present,  in  a petition  to  the  Lord  Chancellor ; but  we  in  ie  aw' 
think  that  the  Commission  de  Lunatico  Inquirendo  should  issue  to  the  Central  Board 
of  Commissioners,  whose  appointment  was  recommended  in  the  former  part  of  this 
Report,  or  to  any  two  of  them,  and  that  they  should  have  power  to  sit  in  auy  part  of  the 
country  as  occasion  might  require.  They  should  hold  their  inquiry  without  the  inter-  The  Com- 
vention  of  a jury,  except  in  the  special  cases  above  adverted  to.  They  should  make  a mi8£lon- 
return  to  the’ Lord  Chancellor  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Commissioners  have  hitherto 
done,  which  finding  should  he  liable  to  traverse.  If  the  return  be  unopposed,  or  the  traverse 
fail,  the  lunatic  should  thenceforward  be  placed,  as  regards  matters  connected  with  his  per- 
son, under  the  guardianship  of  the  Central  Board. 

The  Commissioners  should  appoint  the  committee  of  his  person,  fix  the  place  of  Committees, 
his  residence,  and,  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  allowance  for  his  main- 
tenance. The  committee  should  account  to  them  for  this  allowance,  and  it  should  only 
he  paid  by  the  committee  of  the  estate  on  the  certificate  of  the  Board.  The  Commissioners 
should  also  have  the  power  to  remove  the  committee  of  the  person,  and  appoint  another. 

Every  Chancery  lunatic  should  he  visited  by  one,  or  more,  of  the  Commissioners,  when 
they  think  fit,  and  once,  at  least,  in  each  year.  _ 

We  do  not  consider  it  advisable,  as  suggested  to  us  in  evidence,  that  the  Central 
Board  should  be  charged  with  the  guardianship  of  the  lunatic’s  property,  and  we  think 
that  it  may  be  left  to  the  Chancellor,  as  at  present,  to  appoint  the  committee  of  the  estate, 
who  shall  be  liable  to  account  before  the  Master.  . . „ . _ 

We  think,  however,  that  the  powei’s  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  may  he  beneficially  Leasing 
extended  in  some  respects  as  regards  the  management  of  the  estate.  It  appears  unreason-  1>0wers‘ 
able  that  the  tenants  of  an  estate  should,  because  of  the  lunacy  of  the  proprietor,  he 
debari’ed  the  benefits  of  acquii'ing  a suitable  tenure  of  their  farms  ; and  we  should, 
therefoi'e,  recommend  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be  empowered  to  authorize  such 
leases  as  the  lunatic  might  have  granted  if  he  had  continued  sane,  but  that  in  no  case 
should  this  power  extend  to  granting  a lease  for  a longer  period  than  thirty-one  years,  or 
three  fives,  and  then  only  for  the  fair  letting  value,  and  without  fine. 

Under  the  plan  which  we  have  proposed  we  still  contemplate  the  costs  of  speeding  the  Expenses  o 
Commission  being  paid  out  of  the  estate,  hut  we  should  limit  them,  as  far  as  the  Central 
Board  is  concerned,  to  the  actual  expenses  incurred.  ... 

There  remains  now  to  be  considered,  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  that  class  of  lunatics  g> 

who,  of  humbler  means  and  position,  are  unable  to  defray  the  cost  of  a Commission 
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Lunatics  of  de  Lunatico , but  whose  small,  though  to  them  not  insignificant,  property,  is  liable  to  be 
Small  -wasted  to  the  injury  of  their  family  and  children. 

EAS3'  We  think  that  in  cases  where  the  annual  income  or  net  amount  of  the  property  is 
small,  the  Commissioners,  on  application  in  writing,  certified  by  two  justices,  and  accoin- 
Care  of  their  panied  by  a medical  report,  showing  the  presumed  insanity  of  the  party,  should  be 
estates3  and  emPowere^  to  hold  ai1  inquiry  into  the  state  of  mind  of  the  person  represented  as  being 
insane,  and  that,  should  they  certify  to  the  insanity  of  the  party,  a copy  of  such  certificate 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  where  the  property  is  situated, 
and  forwarded  to  the  applicant,  as  well  as  to  the  next  of  kin  of  the  lunatic. 

The  Assistant  Barrister,  on  production  of  such  certificate,  and  on  application,  should 
make  such  order  relative  to  the  possession  and  use  of  the  lunatic’s  property,  during  his 
lunacy,  as  he  may  think  fit,  and  should  order  the  payment  thereout  annually  of  such 
sum  as  the  Commissioners  might  allow  as  proper  for  the  lunatic’s  maintenance. 

The  Commissioners  should  be  authorized  to  make  such  order  as,  from  tune  to  time, 
may  seem  requisite  for  the  visitation  of  such  lunatics,  and  they  should  also  have  power 
themselves  to  visit  such  lunatics,  and  one  or  other  of  the  Commissioners  should  visit  each 
such  lunatic  once  at  the  least  in  each  year. 


l™ATI03  LUNATICS  OTHERWISE  LOCATED. 

OTHERWISE  rrn  , . - 

located.  _ he  last  portion  of  our  inquiry  has  reference  to  other  lunatics,  generally,  and  not  located 

in  any  of  the  establishments  to  which  we  have  referred. 

Single  pa-  As  respects  single  patients  received  for  profit,  in  Unlicensed  Houses,  we  are  of  opinion 
tients.  that  full  provision  should  be  made  for  their  visitation,  by  the  Commissioners,  and  for 
their  periodical  medical  attendance,  in  cases  where  they  are  not  residing  under  the  charge 
of  professional  men.  In  addition  to  the  notices  of  reception,  &c.,  similar  to  those  relative 
to  patients  in  Licensed  Houses,  the  Commissioners  should  be  apprized,  from  time  to  time 
of  any  change  of  residence. 

Insane  at  At  the  commencement  of  this  report  we  referred  to  the  returns  of  the  Insane  at  Larn-e  as 
5of8tatlS*  stated  in  !lie  last  RePort  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics.  They  have  set  down  the  whole 
number  of  insane  “ at  large”  as  5,441,  and  have  estimated  that,  of  this  number,  600  are  not 
paupers — leaving  4,841  of  the  latter  class.  As,  however,  the  Returns  made  for  our  infor- 
mation by  the  constabulary  and  metropolitan  police  only  included  “ lunatic  poor,”  and 
showed  but  3,352  of  that  class,  we  are  inclined  to  tlunk  that  the  number  of  the  insane  not 
paupers,  at  large,  has  been  under-estimated  by  the  Inspectors.  In  reference  to  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  additional  accommodation  that  will  be  required  for  the  lunatic  poor, 
the  numbers  of  that  class  at  large  is  an  important  consideration  ; but  in  reviewing  the 
“ state  of  the  law”  as  regards  lunatics  not  confined  in  any  public,  private,  or  charitable 
asylum,  their  exact  number,  or  the  relative  proportion  of  the  rich  and  poor  lunatics  at 
large,  is  unimportant. 

Condition  of.  The  returns  to  which  we  have  alluded  give  a fair  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  lunatics 

who  are  at  large  in  Ireland.  They  may  be  thus  classified: — 


I“” 

| Idiotic. 

Well 

Treated. 

Ne- 

glected. 

Dan- 

= 

Trouble- 

Harmless.  | 

Resident 

Relatives. 

Resident 
with  Living 
other  Alone, 
persons. 

Vagrant. 

691 

2,661 

1,767 

1,585 

62 

261 

3,029 

2,371 

336  80 

565 

3,352 

3,352 

3.352 

3,352 

In  distributing  the  above  total,  we  have  classed  as  “ neglected  ” not  only  those  who  have 
been  returned  as  such,  but  those  also  who  were  stated  to  be  very  poor  or  wandering. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  that  the  vast  majority  of  those  cases  are  idiotic  • 
that  ten-elevenths  of  the  whole  are  considered  harmless,  and  that  more  than  two-thirds 
are  resident  with  relatives.  There  are,  however,  565  vagrants  who,  with  the  80  now 
Jiving  alone,  ought  clearly  to  be  sent  to  asylums  ; and  we  cannot  but  think  that  similar 
humane  enactments  to  those  which  are  found  in  the  English  law,  in  reference  to  lunatics 
ill-treated  or  neglected,  should  be  extended  to  Ireland  on  behalf  of  the  whole  1,585  reported 
to  be  neglected.  r 

Proposed  We  propose,  therefore,  that  the  Irish  law  should  be  assimilated  to  the  16  & 17 
for0 this  °n  7*0’’  caP‘  sec*  respect  to  these  cases.  The  constabulary  and  police  should 

class.  have  power  to  arrest  and  bring  before  a magistrate  every  person  wandering  at  large 
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and  deemed  to  be  a lunatic  ; and  every  Justice  of  the  Peace  should  have  power,  on 
sworn  information,  to  cause  such,  a person  to  be  brought  before  him — further,  every 
constable  and  relieving  officer  having  a knowledge  thereof  should  be  required  to  oive 
information,  on  oath,  before  a magistrate  (within  a limited  period  of  his  having  acquired 
such  a knowledge)  of  the  case  of  any  person,  though  not  wandering  at  large,  who  is 
deemed  to  be  a lunatic  and  is  not  under  proper  care  and  control,  or  is  cruelly  treated  or 
neglected  by  any  relative  or  person  having  the  care  or  charge  of  him ; and  thereupon  the 
magistrate  shall  himself  visit,  or  cause  to  be  brought  before  him,  the  alleged  lunatic,  and 
if  he  think  fit,  shall  call  upon  any  legally  qualified  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  to  visit 
or  examine  him;  and  if  satisfied,  from  the  report  of  such  medical  practitioner,  in  writing, 
and  his  own  personal  observation,  that  the  person  is  a wandering  lunatic,  or  though  not 
wandering  is  a lunatic  and  not  under  proper  care  or  control,  or  is  cruelly  treated  or 
neglected  by  those  who  have  care  or  charge  of  him,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  magistrate 
to  direct  his  removal  to  the  lunatic  asylum  of  the  district.  Copies  of  all  the  informations 
and  the  report  of  the  medical  officer,  as  well  as  a statement  of  the  facts  observed  by  the 
magistrates,  should  be  forwarded  with  the  lunatic  to  the  asylum. 

Proper  provision  should  be  made  for  the  expenses  of  the  examination,  including  the 
professional  remuneration  of  the  medical  man  called  in. 

With  such  provisions  it  appears  to  us  the  law  will  have  done  all  that  is  requisite  for 
the  care  and  treatment  of  those  lunatics  at  large  whose  condition  may  seem  to  call  for 
its  interposition. 

In  regard  to  those  lunatics  whose  cases  have  not  been  provided  for  in  the  foregoing 
recommendations,  and  who,  whether  in  poor  or  affluent  circumstances,  may  be  well 
treated  at  home,  it  cannot  be  expected,  nor  would  it  be  reasonable,  that  there  should  be 
any  interference  by  public  officers.  It  may  be  that  their  mental  condition  would  be 
improved,  possibly  their  reason  restored,  if  removed  at  an  early  period  from  the  scenes  and 
society  in  which  their  aberration  of  mind  first  exhibited  itself;  but,  as  long  as  they  are 
not  ill-treated  or  neglected,  there  does  not  appear  to  us  any  sufficient  ground  for  the 
interposition  of  official  inspection,  which  would  be  an  intrusion  on  domestic  privacy,  and 
an  unveiling  of  secret  afflictions,  would  give  pain  without  any  corresponding  benefit  or 
advantage,  and  be  as  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  the  family  as  uncalled  for  and  unnecessary. 

All  of  which  we  beg  humbly  to  submit  for  your  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration. 

(Signed)  T.  N.  EEDINGTON. 

ROBERT  ANDREWS. 

R.  W.  S.  LUTWIDGE. 
JAMES  WILKES. 

D.  J.  CORRIGAN. 

MICHAEL  J.  BARRY, 

Secretary. 


May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

Having  completed  the  Inquiry  intrusted  to  us  by  your  Majesty,  we  desire  to  record 
the  strong  sense  we  entertain  of  the  services  rendered  by  our  Secretary,  M.  J.  Barry,  Esq., 
whose  entire  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  office  since  the  opening  of  the 
Commission. 

Throughout  our  investigation  his  labours  have  been  most  zealous,  and  it  is  owing  to 
his  assiduous  attention  in  personally  working  out  the  statistical  information  which  we 
received,  and  the  extent  of  which  is  not  to  be  judged  by  what  appears  in  our  Appendix, 
that  we  were  enabled  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Commission  with  the  aid  of  a staff 
never  exceeding  two,  and,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  one  assistant. 

T.  N.  REDINGTON. 

ROBERT  ANDREWS. 

R.  W.  S.  LIJTWIDGE. 

JAMES  WILKES. 

D.  J.  CORRIGAN. 


Lunatics 

OTHERWISE 

LOCATED. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


APPENDIX  A.— RETURNS  AND  TABLES 


No.  1. — Return  (furnished  by  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence)  of  the 
Cost  or  Rent  thereof ; also  of  the  Cost  of  Building  and  Furnishing  each 


Name  of  District. 


1 2- 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8. 

Cost  of 

Quantity  of 

Cost  of  Land  so 

Cost  of 

purchased  for 

purchased. 

Land 

Additional  Land. 

Land  purchased. 

Build 

Original  Site. 

purchased. 

Cols.  2 and 

4- 

of 

A T, 

£ 

s. 

d. 

a „ „ 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

d. 

12  2 

13 

1,000 

b 

— 

1,090  0 

7 

18,094 

4 

8 

11  3 

12 

3,S10 

2 

10 

23  0 32 

4,710  10 

5 

8,559  13 

3 

24,120 

0 

0 

21  l 

11 

2,070 

0 

0 

32  1 0 

G,G01  7 

1 1 

8,731  7 

11 

21,838 

7 

4 

12,322  4 4 

13  1 

2 

752 

18 

0 

15  0 18 

1,412  13 

0 

2,165  11 

23,507 

0 

10 

15  0 

39 

2,239 

0 

i! 

2,289  0 

3 

18,474 

6 

9 

22  2 

17 

1,140 

8 

0 

1,140  8 

0 

21,518 

13 

G 

4 0 6 

22  2 

28 

1,532 

19 

r. 

20  0 0 

775  17 

5 

2,358  16 

10 

23,581 

D 

10 

15,038  0 3 

14  2 

12 

1,262 

14 

0 

1,202  14 

L0 

14,313 

I 

10 

11  1 

14 

1,347 

16 

0 

20  0 30 

2,031  17 

11 

3,379  14 

8 

14,019 

6 

1 

- 

- 

J 15  3 0 
(Old  houses, 

3,861  10 
1,710  14 

C 

| 5,584  5 

1 

- 

12,783  11  3 

22  3 

38J 

4,106 

18 

3 

— 

4,100  18 

3 

21,511 

3 

7 

30  0 

11 

1,808 

0 

1,808  3 

0 

35,429  12 

6 

10,800  14 

3 

10,850  14 

3 

70,085 

4 

30  3 

32J 

1,804 

8 

0 

1,S04  8 

0 

36,618 

8 

1 

25  0 

0 

1,010  11 

0 

1,010  11 

0 

21,531  14 

10 

30  0 

O 

1,235 

IS 

3 

— 

1,235  18 

3 

38,731 

17 

10 

0 

1,620 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1,625  4 

1 

87,059 

8 

10 

— 

Limerick,  . 
Belfast, 
Londonderry, 
Carlow, 
Maryborough, 
Ballinnsloe, 
Waterford,  . 
Clonmel, 
Kichmond  (Old), 
Kichmond  (New), 
Mullingar, 

Cork,  . 

Killamey, 
Kilkenny, 

Omagh, 


NOTE.— Total  additional  Land  purchased  for  the  Limerick  Lunatic  Asylum, 33  6 6 = 7,589  10  5 

Of  which  was  disposed  of  to  the  Limerick  and  Waterford  Railway  Company 9 3 8 = 2,870  0 0 

Leading  balance,  as  above, 23  0 32  = 4 719  10  5 

Office  of  Pdblic  Works,  Dublin, 

20Wi  November,  1856. 


No,  2. — Table  showing  the  number  of  Insane  Persons  in  the  several  District  Asylums  on  the  1st  of 
Disease,  and  special  tendencies;  the  Number  and  Sex  of  Dangerous  and  Criminal 


of 

Asylum. 

Total 

>7, 

: 

State 

as  to  Probability  of 
Recovery. 

Forms  of 

Mania. 

Insanity. 

Melancholia 
(whether  or 

with 

Delusions  or 
occasional 
Exoitcmcnt). 

Is 

Janu 

1857. 

Probably 

Curable. 

Probably 

Incurable. 

A«„. 

Ordinary. 

Chronic. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

ai. 

F. 

TOT. 

11. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

M. 

P. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

M 

TOT 

Armagh,  . 

e; 

71 

132 

i: 

17 

25 

5( 

5, 

- 

Ballinasloe,  . 

175 

13i 

31C 

4; 

48 

9. 

132 

S7 

21! 

If 

11 

A 

i 

Belfast,  . 

40 

7; 

152 

104 

250 

5! 

2! 

Carlow,  . 

191 

37 

46 

8; 

7( 

46 

110 

1! 

17 

3( 

Clonmel, . 

14C 

4! 

55 

10t 

( 

{ 

Cork, 

440 

210 

110 

11£ 

22! 

18 

2( 

3! 

22 

6t 

44 

108 

J 

l 

Kilkenny, 

7C 

73 

148 

11 

11 

22 

Cl 

• 62 

12(1 

1 

f 

17 

Limerick, 

102 

173 

335 

05 

60 

12C 

Of 

107 

206 

c: 

. 

Londonderry,  . 

109 

100 

209 

2C 

24 

47 

70 

102 

10 

20 

Maryborough, . 

153 

25 

22 

45 

65 

43 

108 

1 

12 

24 

Mullingar, 

2C 

SC 

8C 

ICG 

l< 

4 

14 

Omagh,  . 

27 

5£ 

77 

81 

155 

12 

24 

15 

193 

240 

43! 

IS 

68 

15 

24 

59 

48 

107 

Waterford, 

65 

121 

25 

40 

71 

31 

19 

50 

8 

13 

21 

5 

9 

14 

8 

9 

17 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

9 

Totals, 

1,949 

1,875 

3,824 

556 

612|  1,168 

MM 

1,203 

2,056 

2G2 

m 

508 

A88 

550 

607 

505 

.ir.: 

E 

08 

150 

182 

281 

(08 
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relative  to  district  asylums. 


Quantity  of  Land  Purchased  or  Rented  for  each  of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  and  the 
of  the  said  Asylums,  and  the  Total  Accommodation  for  Patients  therein. 


9. 

Cost  of  Furniture, 
Bedding,  and 

Contingencies 
for  Original 
Buildings. 

10. 

Cost  of  Furniture, 

&c.,nsinCol.  9, 

for  additional 
Buildings,  or 
enlargement  of 

11. 

Total  Cost 
of 

Buildings, 
Cols.  7 and  8. 

12. 

Total  Cost 
of 

Furniture, 
Cols.  9 and  10. 

13. 

Total  for 
Buildings  and 

Cols.  11  and  12.  I 

14.  1 

No.  for  1 

Original  ] 
Building 

structed. 

15. 

which  Ad- 
Buildings 
structed. 

1G. 

Total 

of 

Columns 
14  and  15. 

17. 

Name  of  District. 

d. 

£ S.  d. 

£ *.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

1,715  14 

18,094  4 8 

\ 1,715 

14 

10,809  18 

10 

104 

104 

Armagh. 

1,800  8 

1 

; 20,174  17  9 

1,890 

8 

L 

2S,07J  5 

10 

150 

150 

1,405  7 4 

34,100  11  8 

2,900 

13 

0 

37,007  4 

8 

104 

ISO  j 

284 

Belfast. 

1,417  14 

1 

— 

23,507  0 10 

1,417 

14 

1 

24,925  3 

11 

104 

— | 

104 

Londonderry. 

1,780  d 

4 

— 

18,474  5 i) 

1,789 

4 

4 

20,203  10 

1 

104 

— { 

104 

Carlow. 

1,513  1 

0 

21,522  11  0 

1,013 

1 

0 

23,035  15 

0 

104 

104 

Maryborough. 

3 

38,010  10  1 

1,005 

10 

40,085  6 

4 

150 

100 

250 

Baffin  asloe. 

1,311  15 

11 



14,313  11  0 

1,311 

10 

11 

15,025  (i 

l! 

100 

— 

100 

Waterford. 

1,220  10 

5 

— 

17,725  3 4 | 

1,220 

10 

5 

18,045  10 

o 

CO 

— 

CO 

Clonmel. 

— 

002  0 3 

12,783  11  3 

002 

G 

3 

13,285  17 

G 

292 

144 

430 

Richmond  (Old). 

1,380  3 

11 

_ 

21,511  3 7 

1,380 

3 

11 

22,891  7 

G 

1G0 

_ 

100 

Richmond  (New). 

2,334  15 

11 

30,480  12  C 

2,334 

15 

11 

37,704  8 

5 

300 

300 

Mullingar. 

4,304  2 

0 

70,085  4 5 

4,304 

2 

1) 

74,089  7 

500 

500 

Cork. 

1,380  12 

2 

30,018  8 1 

1,380 

12 

2 

38,005  0 

3 

250 

250 

ICillavney. 

1,478  0 

3 

21,531  14  10 

1,178 

G 

3 

23,010  1 

1 

150 

150 

Kilkenny. 

1 

38,731  17  10 

1,-139 

1G 

1 

-10,171  13 

11 

300 

300 

1,587  1 

8 

— 

37,05!)  8 10 

1,587 

1 

8 

38,0-10  10 

0 

250 

— 

250 

Sligo. 

To  the  cost  of  the  original  and  additional  Buildings  for  the  Richmond  Old  and  New  Asylums  should  he  added  £-1,847  10s.  4 d.  for  Chapel 
and  Infirmaries,  which  were  erected  for  both  Asylums. 

Richmond  Asylum  (Old)  uot  having  been  erected  as  a District  Asylum,  the  original  cost  of  Land,  &c.,  cannot  he  stated.  This  department 
can  only  supply  the  particulars  of  Expenditure  since  it  came  under  its  control. 


January,  1857,  classified  according  to  Sex,  to  probable  Curability  and  Incurability,  to  forms  of  Mental 
Lunatics  received  from  Gaols,  and  Patients  paid  for  by  their  friends,  being  also  shown. 


t'ri'iivHu 


Other 
forms  of 
Mental 
Disease. 
Dementia.  1 


] Dangerou 
Others. 


1 - 
2 - 
!|  23  10 
8 1C 


i 838  170  DO  200  240  100430 


38]  38 
if  20 
0]  32 
40  0 
42'  36 
48i  10 
15  30 
' 88 
20 


11  23 


7l|53Mi33|a«i  002j403|207|730|  33|  Oj  3^39|l9|  58|  Totals. 


Patients 
(if  any) 
Poidfor 

thJir 

Friends. 


Armagh. 
Baffin  asloe. 
Belfast. 
Carlow. 
Clonmel. 

Cork. 
Killaraey. 
Kilkenny. 
Limerick. 
Londonderry. 
Maryborough. 
Mullingar. 
Omagh. 
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No.  3. — Table  showing  the  Extent  of  Accommodation  available  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  the  several 
District  Asylums,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1857. 


Number  of  Beds  for  Patients  in  tbc  several  Asylums. 


Classification  of  Beds. 


Asylum. 

Exclusive  of  Infirmaries 
or  Rooms  originally 
intended  for  Sick. 

Infirmaries  or  Rooms 
originally 
intended  for  Sick. 

Total  Beds. 

Grand  Total 
of 

Beds. 

^Ro 

n?s° 

In  As 

nciated 

In  Singlo 
Rooms. 

In  Associated 
Dormitories. 

In  Single 
Rooms. 

In 

D 

Associa 

rraitor 

* 

M. 

F. 

u. 

F. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

F. 

)I. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

p 

TOT. 

M 

TOT 

Armagh,* 

41 

41 

26 

26 

" 

- 

" 

" 

41 

41 

82 

20 

so 

52 

07 

07 

131 

Ballinasloe,  . 

Oil 

03 

05 

74 

2 

4 

10 

12 

04 

or 

131 

114 

80 

200 

178 

153 

331 

Belfast,  t 

37 

35 

143 

103 

- 

- 

0 

0 

37 

35 

140 

100 

258 

180 

144 

330 

Carlow,* 

44 

41 

42 

30 

- 

- 

21 

10 

44 

44 

88 

03 

40 

112 

107 

93 

200 

Clonmel, 

1(1 

10 

51 

50 

- 

- 

4 

4 

10 

10 

32 

34 

100 

71 

70 

J4J 

Cork,*  .... 

03 

70 

150 

149 

- 

- 

14 

10 

« 

70 

135 

104 

108 

332 

229 

238 

407 

Killamey.t  . 

33 

33 

71 

71 

3 

3 

0 

0 

36 

30 

72 

70 

70 

152 

112 

112 

224 

Kilkenny, 

14 

14 

01 

01 

- 

- 

8 

8 

14 

14 

28 

09 

00 

138 

83 

83 

100 

Limerick,* 

75 

73 

00 

99 

- 

- 

- 

- 

75 

73 

146 

no 

00 

189 

163 

172 

337 

Londonderry, 

45 

45 

17 

17 

18 

18 

28 

28 

03 

03 

120 

45 

45 

00 

108 

108 

210 

Maryborough,* 

42 

43 

50 

57 

- 

- 

12 

43 

85 

50 

57 

113 

98 

100 

198 

Mullingar,*  . 

32 

33 

104 

94 

n 

10 

- 

41 

48 

89 

104 

04 

108 

145 

142 

287 

Omagh, t 

57 

40 

100 

104 

2 

2 

8 

8 

50 

4S 

107 

114 

112 

220 

173 

100 

333 

Richmond, + . 

CO 

22 

102 

208 

30 

20 

26 

26 

00 

42 

132 

188 

204 

482 

273 

330 

014 

Sligo,}  .... 

25 

25 

100 

100 

- 

- 

12 

12 

23 

23 

50 

112 

112 

224 

137 

137 

274 

Waterford,  . 

12 

14 

49 

53 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

14 

20 

40 

55 

104 

01 

GO 

130 

Total  of  Beds, 

600 

022  j 1,323 

1,358 

04 

07 

151 

147 

724 

070 

1,103 

1,474 

1,505 



3 

2,108 

2,184 

4,382 

* In  the  Asylums  thus 
•}•  No  Infirmaries  exist  i 
j In  this  Asylum  the  sick 


larked  (•),  the  Infirmaries  are  detached  from  the  main  building. 

the  Asylums  marked  thus  (+),  hut  in  Mullingar  Asylum  parts  of  the  wings  of  the  buildin 
y in  their  rooms.  Defective  structural  arrangements  and  bad  sewerage  prove 


: appropriated  to  the  sick. 
io  use  of  the  Infirmary. 


No.  4.— Table  showing  the  Quantity  and  Appropriation  of  Land  under,  and  annexed  to,  the  several 
District  Asylums. 


Asylums. 

Site 

of  Buildings, 
Offices, 
and  Courts. 

Under  Spade 
Cultivation. 

Otherwise 

Cultivated. 

Remainder. 

Total. 

A. 

r.  r. 

A. 

it.  p. 

A. 

n.  r. 

A. 

n.  n. 

A. 

It.  F. 

Armagh, 

1 

3 25 

4 

3 17 

i 

1 10 

4 

2 14 

12 

2 35 

Ballinasloe,  . 

0 

2 O 

10 

0 0 

s 

0 0 

18 

0 28 

43 

2 28 

Belfast, 

3 

1 0 

21 

3 0 

— 

27 

0 0 

52 

0 0 

Carlow,* 

4 

2 20 

7 

2 30 

3 

2 20 

3 

2 39 

19 

2 35 

Clonmel, 

2 

2 0 

10 

2 0 

5 

0 0 

13 

2 5 

31 

2 5 

Cork,  . 

4 

1 30 

8 

1 35 

5 

0 0 

39 

2 5 

57 

1 30 

Killamey, 

3 

2 28}- 

2 

0 0 

17 

3 14 

7 

1 37} 

30 

0 0 

Kilkenny, 

10 

0 0 

0 

2 0 

3 

1 0 

2 

1 0 

25 

0 0 

Limerick, 

11 

1 18 

10 

0 21 

5 

3 28 

7 

2 4 

34 

3 31 

Londonderry, 

5 

0 0 

20 

2 0 

_ 

_ 

.35 

Maryborough, 

2 

0 0 

10 

2 30 

2 

0 10 

7 

3 8 

22 

2 17 

Mullingar, 

7 

0 0 

5 

0 0 

18 

0 11 

_ 

30 

0 11 

Omagh, 

8 

1 22 

9 

2 14 

0 

3 0 

11 

2 22 

30 

1 18 

Richmond,  . . 

7 

2 0 

20 

0 0 

16 

0 0 

10 

0 0 

50 

2 0 

Sligo, 

0 

1 0 

9 

0 0 

13 

2 30 

2 

0 10 

30 

0 0 

Waterford, 

4 

0 23} 

7 

1 80} 

1 

1 23} 

1 

2 8} 

14 

2 12 

Totals, 

86 

2 7} 

173 

0 88} 

101 

3 35} 

150 

3 20} 

018 

2 22 

* Estimated  quantity,  no  survey  being  in  existence. 
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No.  5. — Table  showing  the  Total  Quantities  of  the  following  Articles  Consumed,  in  each  of  the 
several  District  Asylums,  for  the  Year  ending  25th  of  December,  1856. 


Name  ofAsylum. 

Average 
No.  of 
Inmates. 

Bread. 

Potatoes. 

Oatmeal. 

Rice. 

Beef. 

Mutton. 

Ox 

Heads. 

Milk. 

Butter. 

milk. 

Sugar. 

Tea. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

No. 

Pints. 

Pints. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Armagh, 

134 

10,101 

24,864 

20,880 

“1,344 

0,100 

None. 

150 

87,502 

None. 

112 

24 

Balliuasloe,  . 

200 

123,004 

154,014 

33,370 

343 

32,001 

597 

104 

108,288 

42,256 

2,150 

250 

Belfast, 

317 

28,588 

21,502 

95,788 

728 

31,814 

None. 

- 

127.0GO 

69,392 

1,590 

304 

Carlow, 

187 

00,270 

IS, 038 

32,480 

1,792 

3,070* 

1,089* 

471 

75,048 

25,072 

4,108 

224 J 

Clonmel, 

140 

00,595 

2,404 

23,903 

1,304 

15,377 

None. 

None. 

98,700 

None. 

1,075 

253 

Cork,  . 

420 

204,824 

70,710 

49,504 

None. 

40,843 

2,950 

None. 

None. 

■>  289,204 

0,-130 

031 

Eillarney, 

157 

74,800 

38,550 

0,240 

1,424 

'13,673* 

c 2,330 

None. 

1,909 

‘80,720 

3,030 

400* 

Kilkenny, 

147 

70,247-2 

1,403 

15,5034 

2.43S4 

13,922 

None. 

08,008 

None. 

1,177* 

242* 

Limerick, 

320 

152,835 

51,870 

47,000 

None. 

42,993 

2,0S0 

385 

243,478 

None. 

1,512 

150 

Londonderry, 

204 

00,581 

90,408 

59,038 

2,240 

17,777 

None. 

140,254 

7,000 

1,355 

338 

Maryborough, 

140 

70,312 

37,810 

18,333 

291 

12,715 

Ill 

203 

108,952 

20 

1,900 

199 

Mullingar,  . 

157 

83,800’ 

None. 

17,008 

2,850* 

21.248* 

■"SIT 

112 

98,082 

10 

4,031* 

407* 

Omagh, 

208 

50,052 

177,380 

39,442 

3,905 

10,374 

2,024 

- 

122,810 

None. 

3,115 

339 

Richmond,  . 

610 

315,016 

100,847 

41,440 

12,420 

11,852 

None. 

179,872 

0,304 

15,0G8 

2,121 

Sligo,  . 

121 

44,088 

85,000 

13,302 

3,417 

10,700 

12 

300 

57,892 

580 

1,700 

253 

Waterford,  . 

129 

70,549 

Kon.. 

8,900 

1,003 

11,576 

2,000 

2G1 

35,804 

k43,41fl 

1,408* 

202* 

This  includes  barley  for  soup.  ' Including  4,5110  lbs.  for  soup. 

1 Includes  10  tons  Indian  meal.  * In  addition,  1 12  quarters  veal,  at  0 lb.  each  and  1G5  lbs.  of  Pork. 

Mutton  included  in  previous  column.  1>  “Skimmed"  milk. 

Ditto  Ditto.  ‘ “ Sweet”  milk. 

Ditto  Ditto.  11  “ Skimmed"  milk. 


No.  6 — Table  showing  the  Average  Quantities  for  the  Consumption  of  Each  Patient,  per  Diem,  of 
the  following  Articles,  in  each  of  the  several  Asylums,  in  the  Year  ending  25th  of  December,  1856, 
assuming  the  Total  Quantities  shown  in  Table  No.  5 to  be  consumed  in  each  Asylum  to  be 
distributed  equally  amongst  the  patients  therein. 


Name  of  Asylum. 

Average 

No.  of 
Inmates. 

Potatoes. 

Oatmeal. 

Rice. 

Butcher's 
Meat  — Beef 
Mutton,  &c 

Mi°lk. 

Butter. 

milk. 

Tea. 

Sugar. 

lbs 

lbs 

os. 

os. 

os. 

os. 

Pints. 

Pints. 

OS. 

os. 

Armagh, 

134 

0 

0-27 

0 

813 

8-70 

•43 

202 

1-79 

- 

•03 

•03 

Ballinosloe, 

299 

1 

203 

1 

0-57 

4-00 

•05 

4-92 

1-54 

•38 

•03 

•81 

Belfast, 

317 

0 

3-95 

0 

2-98 

13-34 

•10 

4-39 

1-10 

•59 

•03 

•22 

Carlow, 

187 

1 

0-57 

0 

4-24 

7-61 

•42 

Ml 

1-09 

•3G 

■05 

1-03 

Clonmel, 

140 

1 

6-79 

0 

•77 

7-48 

•42 

4-81 

1-03 

- 

•07 

•52 

Cork,  . 

420 

1 

507 

0 

8-19 

509 

- 

4-50 

None. 

1-80 

■003 

•97 

Killarney, 

157 

1 

4-82 

0 

10-73 

1-73 

•39 

4-74 

•03 

1-50 

•n 

•85 

Kilkenny, 

147 

1 

0-73 

0 

•44 

4-62 

•72 

4-15 

1-83 

- 

•07 

•35 

limerick, 

320 

1 

4'30 

0 

6-91 

6-34 

- 

6 

2-02 

- 

•02 

•20 

Londonderry,  . 

204 

0 

14-30 

1 

5-38 

12-67 

•48 

3-82 

1-90 

•10 

■05 

•29 

Maryborough,  . 

140 

1 

6-91 

0 

11-35 

5-60 

•09 

3-85 

204 

•003 

•05 

•59 

Mullingar, 

157 

1 

7-41 

- 

4-93 

•78 

5-03 

1-72 

•003 

•13 

1-12 

Omagh, 

208 

0 

11-81 

2 

5-38 

8-31 

•83 

• 4003 

1-61 

- 

07 

•05 

Richmond, 

610 

1 

0-04 

0 

7-24 

2-98 

•89 

•85 

•80 

•03 

•15 

1-08 

Sligo,  . 

121 

1 

0-29 

1 

14-81 

4-84 

1-23 

3-90 

1-31 

•02 

•09 

•03 

Waterford, 

129 

1 

7-07 

" 

304 

4-84 

•76 

•07 

•49 
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No.  7. — Table  showing  the  Expenditure  and  Receipts  of  the 


No.  8. — Table  showing  the  Names,  Salaries,  and  Allowances  of  the 


Asylums. 

Visiting  Physicians. 

Resident  Physicians 
Managers. 

,„d 

Allowances. 

Mntrous. 

Allowances. 

£ s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

Armagh, 

T.  Cuming,  m.d.,  . 

100  0 0 

Thomas  Jackson, 

240 

Rations,  equal  in  value 

M.  Jackson,  . 

75 

Rations,  equal  in  value 

Manager, 

to  £40. 

to  £30. 

Ballinnsloe,  . 

Vacant, 

125  0 0 

J.  B.  M'Kieman, 

200 

Fuel,  light,  washing,  and 

M.  A.  Callan, 

70 

Fuel,  light,  wasliing,and 

Manager, 

vegetables. 

vegetables. 

Belfast, 

H.  M'Cormac,  ji.d. 

100  0 0 

B.  Stewart,  m.d., 

Furniture,  rations,  keep 

M.F.  Stewart, 

75 

Same  rations  as  Eesi- 

Carlow, 

of  a cow  and  horse,  &c. 

dent  Physician. 

Thos.  0 5feara,M.D. 

100  0 0 

M.E.  White,  m.d.  , 

260 

Washing,  vegetables, 

coal,  light,  and  2 qts. 
milk,  daily. 

Clonmel, 

100  0 0 

Jas.  Flynn,  m.d., 

260 

Coals,  candles,  furnished 

70 

Coals,  candles,  furnished 

apartments,  & garden. 

apartments,  vegeta- 
bles, and  ten  guineas 
per  annum  for  servant. 

Cork,  . 

C Samuel  Hobart,  1 
1 m.d.,  Surgeon,  j 

100  0 0 

Thos.  Power,  m.d.. 

430 

Fuel,  light,  and  washing. 

M.  Clifton,  . 

60 

f Rations,  fuel,  light, ) 
{ and  washing.  j" 

Kilkenny, 

L.  C.  Kincheln,  m.d., 

100  0 0 

Jos.  Lalor,  si.d.,  . 

260 

Fuel,  light,  washing,  and 

Joanna  Ryan, 

90 

Same  as  Manager. 

vegetables, 

Killarney,  . 

W.W.  Murphy,  m.d. 

100  0 0 

M.  S.  Lawlor,  m.d.. 

260 

Unfurnished  apartments 

M.  A.  Falvey, 

75 

Same  as  Manager,  and 

fuel,  light,  & washing. 

£5  per  annum  for  a 

Limerick, 

D.  O'Callaghan,  m.d. 

150  0 0 

E.  Fitzgerald,  m.d. 

260 

Bread,  milk,  coals,  can- 

A.  M.  Sleeman 

70 

Same  as  Manager. 

dies,  and  servant. 

Londonderry, 

B.  White,  m.d.,  . 

100  0 0 

David  Cluff, 

200 

Coals,  gas,  vegetables. 

Eliza  Cluff,  . 

70 

Coals,  gas,  vegetables,  j 

I 

I 

John  Jacob,  m.d.,  . 

100  0 0 

T.  C.  Burton,  m.d., 

250 

Coals,  caudles, vegetables 

Eliza  Abbott, 

85 

Same  as  Manager. 

Mullingar, 

washing. 

Jos.  Ferguson,  m.d.. 

100  0 0 

H.  Berkely,  m.d., 

260 

No  allowances. 

K.M.  Costello, 

75 

Allowances,  value  per 

annum,  £16  18s. 

Omagh, 

H.  Thompson,  m.d., 

100  0 0 

F.  J.  West,  . . 

300 

Vegetables,  milk. 

H.  Hudson,  . 

75 

Vegetables,  milk. 

f 

J.  MoIIan,  m.d.,  . 

168  .9  4 

r 

C.  Wrigley,  . 

80 

Fuel,  light,  and  rations.} 

Richmond,  < 

R.  Tuohill,  m.d. , . 

168  9 4 

{ Sami.  Wrigley,  \ 

250 

f Fuel,  light,  and  vege-  1 

E.  Blundell,} 

J.  Banks,  m.d., 

150  0 0 

(■  Manager,  j[ 

l tables.  i 

Assistant  y 

40 

l 

J.  Hughes,  Surgeon, 

150  0 0 

l 

Matron,  ) 

J 

Sligo,  . 

W.  S.  Little, 

100  0 0 

John  M'Munn,  . 

260 

Fuel,  light,  washing. 

Margt.  Benson, 

75 

Board,  fuel,  light,  and 
washing. 

milk,  and  vegetables. 

■Waterford,  . 

Pierce  R.  Connplly, 

100  0 0 

J.  Dobbs,  Manager, 

200 

No.  allowance. 

K.  P.  Roynan, 

70 

No  allowance. 
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principal  Officers  of  District  Asylums,  on  the  1st  January,  1857. 


Protestant  Chaplains. 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplains. 

Apothecaries. 

Clerks  and  Storekeepers. 

Allowances. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Two  guineas  per  annum'al- 

None  appointed  by 

Similarly;  one  from 

Vacant,  . 

- 

Samuel  Parks, 

30 

Government ; one 
attends  from  the 
Primate. 

Bev.  J.  C.  "Walker,  . 

the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop. 

lowed  for  clothing. 

40 

Rev.  J.  Kirwan, 

40 

J.  E.  Poyntz,  . 

30 

J.  E.  Maher, 

55 

Fuel,  light,  washing,  &c. 

Rev.  John  Carroll,  . 
Kev.Wm.M  ‘Cullagli, 

" 

| Rev.  Patrick  Fagan 

- 

Jas.  Moore, 

50 

Robert  Lamont, 

50 

Fumislic  d apartments, rations, 

Rev.  P.  Trench, 

2,5 

Rev.  Jas.  Hughes,  . 

25 

Henry  Montgomery, 

30 

T.  Brennan, 

40 

Rations,  washing,  coal,  light, 
clothing,  and  premium. 

Rev.  H.  Fry,  . 

25 

35 

Richard  Graham, 

30 

Edward  O'Neill, 

55 

Allowances,  value  £5  per 

annum. 

1 W.Eenwick,  Steward, 

80 

Eations.fuel,  light, & washing. 

.Rev.  C.  H.  Clifford, 

Rev.  P.  Burton, 

W.  T.  Jones,  . 

40 

-j  W.  Connell,  Clerk,  . 

55 

Ditto. 

' J.P.Duggan.Storekp. 

30 

Ditto. 

Rev.  J.  Graves, 

30 

Rev.  E. Larkin, 

35 

John  Fitzsimons, 

45 

Wheeler  O’Flahertie, 

60 

No  allowances. 

Rev.F.  LeHunte,  . 

25 

Rev.  J.  Connihan,  . 

50 

Richard  Linnegar,  . 

30 

J.  Wallace, 

50 

Unfurnished  apartments, fuel, 
light,  washing,  and  rations. 

Rev.  B.  Jacob, 

50 

Rev.  Michael  Malone 

60 

John  B.  Bouchier,  . 

50 

James  Bodkin,  . 

80 

No  allowances. 

Rev.  W.  Craig, 

25 

j-  Rev.  Edw.  Doherty, 

25 

W.  J.  Eames,  . 

30 

Thomas  Colhoun, 

36 

Rations,  coals,  gas. 

Rev.  Thos.  Harpur, . 

25 

Rev.  Dr.  Taylor, 

25 

Thomas  Pilswortli,  . 

30 

T.C.Molloy,  . 

50 

No  allowances. 

Rev.  John  Hopkins, 

26 

Rev.  Jas.  Moran,  . 

60 

W.  Midleton,  . 

35 

Vacant,  . 

50 

Allowances,  value  per  annum, 
£18  10s. 

(Rev.  R.  Swift, 
(Rev. J.  Mitchell,  . 

30 

80 

^ Rev.  P.O’Dogherty, 

30 

Francis  Trenor, 

35 

John  Carson,  . 

50 

No  allowance. 

Rev.  A.  Leeper, 

80 

Rev.  J.  Faulkner,  . 

100 

P.Beatty,  Apothecary, 

100 

( J.  Fitzsimon,  . 

"1  J.Nunn,  Accountant, 

80 

80 

No  allowances. 
Ditto. 

Rev.  E.  Day,  , , 

30 

Rev.  P.  Boyle, 

40 

John  Lougheed, 

35 

John  M ‘Carthy, 

50 

Boaid,  fuel,  light,  & washing. 

Vehble.  R.  Bell,  . 

25 

Rev.  P.  Wall,  . . 

35 

John  Mackesy, 

30 

Thomas  Keary, 

55 

No  allowances. 
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No.  9. — Table  showing  the  Number  of  Inferior  Officers  and  Servants  in  the  several  District  Asylums, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  the  Proportion  of  Attendants,  directly  in  charge  of  Patients,”  to' 
Patients,  in  each,  and  the  Average  Wages  of  such  Attendants. 


_ Total 
Number  ol 

Otiicera  am 
Servants. 


of  Attendants 
in  charge  of 


Armagh, 

Ballinasloe, 

Belfast, 

Clonmel, 
Cork,  . 
Killarney, 
Kilkenny, 
Limerick, 
Londonderry, 
Maryborough, 
Mulling." 

Richmond,  . 
Sligo,  . 
Waterford, 


to  15-25 
. to  15-90 
; to  20-66 
to  10-70 
to  7-66 
to  13-75 
. to  13-57 
to  10-71 


No.  11-  Table  showing  the  Number  Employed,  on  Special  Exercise,  under  Restraint,  and 

in  each  of  the 


Numbers  Employed,  On  Special  Exercise,  Under 


Asylum. 

Inmate 

for 

Year. 

31st  of  March,  1856. 

30th  of  June,  1856. 

| Employed. 

On  Special 
Exercise. 

Under 

Restraint 

Confined 
to  Bed. 

Employed. 

On  Special 
Exercise. 

Under 

Restraint 

Confined 
to  Bed. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

TOT 

M 

F 

I 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

I, 

TOT. 

H. 

p. 

TOT 

F 

T. 

M 

F 

T. 

Armagh, 

131- 

37 

90 

- 

- 

- 

40 

57 

97 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

Ballinasloe,  . 

297-75 

64 

60 

124 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

6b 

137 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

Belfast, 

319- 

132 

97 

229 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

139 

91 

230 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S 

Carlow, 

196-75 

53 

48 

101 

48 

u 

63 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

55 

73 

128 

49 

18 

67 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

Clonmel, 

140-25 

46 

42 

88 

24 

26 

50 

- 

1 

- 

1 

*46 

_ 

46 

25 

_ 

25 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cork,  . 

432-25 

108 

105 

213 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

15 

120 

115 

235 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

Killarney, 

158-5 

56 

35 

91 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

61 

36 

97 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

Kilkenny, 

146-25 

57 

52 

109 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

52 

54 

106 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Limerick, 

329  75 

57 

72 

129 

99 

100 

199 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

54 

76 

130 

93 

96 

194 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Londonderry, 

203-5 

84 

72 

156 

22 

20 

42 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

87 

7ft 

165 

17 

15 

32 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

Maryborough, 

14S-25 

56 

55 

110 

27 

35 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

66 

54 

119 

13 

18 

_ 

4 

3 

7 

Mullingar, 

168-5 

44 

44 

88 

25 

21 

46 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

11 

60 

52 

112 

21 

25 

46 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

6 

Omagh, 

234- 

45 

49 

94 

57 

50 

107 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

46 

48 

94 

65 

50 

105 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

3 

7 

Richmond, 

610-25 

64 

169 

233 

209 

169 

378 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

63 

168 

231 

210 

168 

378 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sligo,  . 

123- 

29 

41 

70 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

43 

40 

83 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Waterford, 

123-5 

22 

43 

65 

85 

21 

56 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

23 

40 

63 

36 

21 

57 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

Totals,  . 

,762-50 

953 

1,037 

1,990 

546 

430 

976 

6j  2 

8 

25 

41 

65 

1,025 

1,048 

2,073 

52-1 

39S 

922j  6 

10 

29 

33 

1 

* No  Returns  of  Employment,  &c.,  of  Females,  from  this 
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No.  10. — Table  showing  the  Meetings  of  Boards  of  Governors  of  the  several  District  Asylums  in  the 
Years  1854,  1855,  and  1856,  distinguishing  the  number  of  Meetings  held  in  each  year,  and  number 
of  days  on  which  a quorum  was  not  formed. 


1854.  1855.  1856. 


1854.  1855.  1856. 


Biilluiasloe, 

Belfast, 

Carlow, 

Clonmel,  . 

Cork, 

Killarnoy, 

Kilkenny,  . 

Limerick,  . 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, 

Mullingar, 

Omagh,  . 

Richmond, 

Sligo, 

Waterford, 


Confined  to  Bed,  on  the  Quarterly  dates  specified,  as  exhibited  by  the  Daily  Statement  Boot, 
District  Asylums. 


Restraint,  and  Confined  to  Bed. 


30th  of  September 

1856. 

31st  of  December 

1856. 

Asylum. 

Employed. 

On  Spe 
Exere 

cial 

Restraint. 

Confined 
to  Bed. 

Employed. 

On  Special 
Exercise. 

Restraint. 

Confined 
to  Bed. 

F- 

SI. 

F. 

TOT. 

». 

F. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

X. 

F. 

TOT. 

SI. 

F. 

TOT. 

SI. 

F. 

T. 

SI. 

F. 

T. 

40 

97 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

2 

41 

56 

97 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

3 

Armagh. 

70 

55 

125 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

65 

61 

126 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

8 

Ballinasloe. 

127 

90 

217 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

7 

11 

144 

9b 

240 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

9 

Belfast. 

56 

69 

125 

47 

21 

68 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

52 

64 

116 

52 

25 

77 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Carlow. 

42 

44 

86 

27 

25 

52 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

37 

44 

81 

32 

27 

59 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Clonmel. 

126 

143 

269 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

7 

12 

108 

133 

241 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

6 

10 

Cork. 

62 

36 

98 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

27 

34 

61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

6 

Killamey. 

53 

51 

104 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

56 

51 

107 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kilkenny. 

50 

70 

120 

108 

101 

209 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

48 

57 

105 

114 

112 

226 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Limerick. 

85 

81 

166 

20 

16 

36 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

86 

81 

167 

22 

17 

39 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Londonderry. 

69 

53 

122 

15 

4 

19 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

5 

70 

55 

125 

15 

7 

22 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

Maryborough. 

54 

40 

94 

38 

45 

83 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

45 

43 

88 

52 

44 

96 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Mullingar. 

46 

45 

91 

60 

55 

115 

- 

- 

- 

6 

7 

43 

63 

106 

59 

45 

104 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

0 
3 

1 

167 

229 

215 

170 

385 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

127 

167 

294 

150 

163 

313 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Richmond. 

46 

48 

93 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

45 

43 

88 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

" 

1 

Sligo. 

23 

41 

64 

35 

21 

56 

1 

3 

* 

1 

4 

5 

22 

34 

56 

33 

28 

61 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Waterford. 

1,010 

1,090 

2,100 

565 

458 

1,023 

4 

4 

8 

23 

41 

64 

1,016 

1,082 

2,098 

529 

468 

997 

5 

1 

6 

35 

31 

66 

Totals. 

Asylum,  on  the  30th  J une,  185C,  on  account  of  absence  of  Matron. 


h 
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No.  12. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums  in  Ireland, 
in  each  of  the  last  Five  Years  (or  for  such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open), 
classified  according  to  the  Supposed  Causes  of  their  Insanity,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  given  ; the 
Return  showing  the  number  under  each  head  and  the  number  of  those  as  regards  -whom  no  special 
cause  can  be  assigned. 


ARMAGH  ASYLUM. 
Hereditary,  .... 

Paralysis,  .... 

Epilepsy,  .... 

Excess  in  drinking,  . 

Injury  of  bead, 

Unknown,  .... 

Grief, 

Scrofula, 


Total, 


BALLINASLOE  ASYLUM. 

Hereditary, 

Family  quarrels,  .... 


Epilepsy, 

Disappointed  affection, 
Reverse  of  fortune,  . 
Paralysis, 

Fright, 

Meningitis,  . . 

Dissipation, 

Moral  insanity, 

Grief, 

Puerperal  mania, 
Jealousy,  . . 

Self-abuse, 

Sun-stroke, 
Annemorlicea,  . 

Injury  of  head, 
Unknown, 


Total, 


BELFAST  ASYLUM. 
Abuse  of  medicine, 

Bodily  ailments, 

Disappointed  love, 

Epilepsy,  . 

Excessive  study. 

Fright,  . 

Grief,  anxiety,  . 

Hereditary, 

Intemperance, . 

Jealousy,  . 

Moral, 


Puerperal,  . 
Poverty,  . 

Religious  feelings,  . 
Sedentary  occupation, 
Solitary  confinement, 
Unknown, 

Total, 


CARLOW  ASYLUM. 

Hereditary, 

Love,  jealousy, ..... 
Loss  of  property,  grief,  want,  distress, 
Loss  of  relatives,  .... 

Fright, 

Fall  on  head, 

Intemperance, 

Fever, 

Epilepsy, 

Puerperal  and  menorrheal, 

Intense  study, 

A calumnious  report, 

Some  drug  given,  .... 
Coup  de  soleil,  and  exposure  at  night, 
Unknown, 

Total, 

CLONMEL  ASYLUM. 
Domestic  affliction,  .... 

Religion, 

Intemperance, 

Disappointment  in  love,  . 

Fear  and  fright,  .... 
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No.  12. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Supposed  causes  of  Insanity. 

CLONMEL  ASYLUM—  continued. 

Childbirth, 

Vanity, 

Gaol  cases  and  others  unknown, 

Got  mad  at  marriage, 

Total, 


CORK  ASYLUM. 
Amputation  of  limb, 

Congenital  imbecility, 
Constitutional  irregularities,  . 
Conviction  of  misdemeanour,  . 
Desertion  of  husband  and  wife, 
Death  and  emigration  of  relatives, 
Disappointed  affection,  . 
Domestic  family  quarrels, 
Disappointment  in  emigration, 
Disease  of  brain, 


Ejectment  from  dwelling, 

Epilepsy,  .... 

Exposure  to  cold,  . 

Fever, 

Fright, 

Grief, 

Hereditary  taint,  ... 
Imaginary  committal  of  fraud, . 
Imaginary  receipt  of  a love  drink,  , 
111  health,  . 

Intemperance,  . 

Injuries, 

Intense  study,  .... 
Irregular  life,  .... 

Jealousy, 

Mental  anxiety, 

Nervous  depression, 

Not  known 

Parturition,  .... 

Over  excitement, 

Religious  insanity,  . 

Reverse  and  pecuniary  difficulties, 

Small  pox 

Shipwreck 

Seduction  and  desertion,  . 

Tropical  climate, 

Want  of  employment, 

Hooping  cough, 

Total, 


KILLARNEY  ASYLUM. 
Disappointment, 

Disappointed  affection, 

Epilepsy, 

Fright,  . 

Grief,  .... 
Hereditary  predisposition, 
Injuries  to  head, 

Intemperance, 

Menstrual  disorder, . 

Puerperal  state, 

Reverse  of  fortune,  . 

Religious  excitement, 

After  scarlatina, 

Sun-stroke, 

Unknown, 

Total, 


KILKENNY  ASYLUM. 
Childbirth, 

Lactation,  . ; 

Irregular  menstruation, 

Jealousy,  . 

Disappointed  love,  . 

Want  of  children,  . 

Grief  at  emigration  of  son. 
Disappointment  in  marriage, 
Death  of  child, 

Hl-treatment  of  husband, 
Separation  from  children, 
Intemperance,  . 


25  18  I 13  | .10  I 12 
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No.  12. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Supposed  causes  of  Insanity. 


KILKENNY  ASYLUM — continued. 
Fever, 

Religion,  . 

Violent  dancing, 

Criminal  charge, 

Sleeping  in  fields,  . 

Too  rapid  growth,  . 

Intense  study, 

Sun-stroke, 

Worldly  losses, 

Grief, 

Drugs  given  by  a Quack, 

Epilepsy, 

Worms,  . 

Dyspepsia, 

Congenital  idiocy,  . 

Death  of  nephew,  . 

Family  affairs,  . 

Fever  and  reverses,  . 

Hard  work, 

Violent  passion, 

Want, 

Mental  excitement,  . 

Not  insane  on  admission, 

Desertion  of  husband, 

Injuries  of  head. 

Phthisis  and  afflictions, 

Cerebral  excitement. 

Frightful  dreams,  . 

Tobacco  smoking,  . 

Cold,  hard  work,  and  want. 

Death  of  husband,  . 

Suicide  of  neighbour, 

Personal  deformity, 

Fright,  . 

Paralysis, 

Severe  mercurialization, 

Not  stated, 

Total, 


LIMERICK  ASYLUM. 
Intemperance,  . 

Fright,  .... 

Jealousy 

Bodily  injury,  . 

Grief  at  family  separation, 

Grief  at  death  of  relatives, 
Hereditary, 

Religious, 

Sudden  excitement, 

Nervousness 

Bad  treatment  from  husbands. 
Puerperal, 

Epilepsy,  .... 
Sleeping  under  the  night  ai 
Mental  anxiety. 

Loss  of  employment, 

Over  study, 

Seduction, 

Sedentary  habits, 

Fright  from  having  been  bitten  b; 
Confinement  in  gaol, 
Disappointment, 

Loss  of  property,  . . 

Hysteria,  .... 

Effects  of  fever, 

Foverty,  .... 
Derangement  of  stomach, 
Softening  of  brain,  . 

Change  of  climate,  . 
Constitutional  derangement, 
Embarrassed  circumstances, 

Debility 

Loss  of  character,  . 

No  cause  assigned,  . 

Total, 


LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM. 

Fright, 

Intemperance, 

Hereditary, 

Injuries  on  head,  .... 
Unknown, 

Total, 
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No.  12. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Supposed  causes  of  Insanity. 

MARYBOROUGH  ASYLUM. 

Hereditary, 

Epilepsy, 

Grief, 

A fall, 

Mental  distress,  .... 
Religion,  ...... 

Fright, 

Disappointment,  .... 

Intemperance 

Delicacy, 

Fever, 

Loss  of  property,  .... 

Childbirth 

Gambling, 

Despondency, 

Reverse  of  fortune,  .... 

Puerperal, 

Wound, 

Poisonous  plaster,  .... 

Destitution 

Paralytic  attack,  .... 
Improper  medicine, .... 
Mennragia,  ..... 
Salivation,  ..... 

Hard  work 

Death  of  sister,  .... 
Embarrassment,  .... 
Injury  of  head,  .... 
Protracted  illness,  .... 

Ejectment, 

Unknown 

Total, 


MULLINGAR  ASYLUM. 
Unknown, 

Epilepsy,  .... 

A beating, 

Religion,  .... 
Disadvantageous  marriage, 
Disappointment  in  marriage, 
Fright,  . 

Hereditary, 

Hypochondriasis,  . 

Loss  of  property, 

Jealousy,  . 

Too  much  medicine, 

Mercury  and  whiskey, 

Mercurial  treatment, 

Hereditary  predisposition, 

Family  embarrassments,  . 

Loss  of  land  and  family,  . 

Grief  at  sons  going  to  sea, 

After  confinement,  . 
Disappointment, 

Fatigue,  . 

From  fever, 

Loss  of  her  child, 

Accusation  of  theft,  . 

Quarrel  with  her  husband, 

Grief  at  arrest  of  her  brother,  . 
Exposure  to  heat  and  cold, 
Sleeping  out,  . 

Depression, 

Sun-stroke, 

W ant  of  employm  ent, 

Warm  climate, 

Grief  at  death  of  her  brother,  . 
Failure  of  father  in  business,  . 
Loss  of  hnsband  and  children. 
Religious  reading,  . 

Grief,  .... 

Mania,  .... 
Melancholia,  . . 

Separation  of  family, 

Change  of  circumstances, 

Total, 

OMAGH  ASYLUM. 
Hereditary, 

Death  of  friends, 

Intemperance, . 

Fright,  . 

Disappointment, 

Childbirth, 
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|No.  12 — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c.- 


Snpposed  causes  of  Insanity.  1852.  1853.  I 1854.  1855.  1856.  I T< 


20  21  106  125 
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No.  13. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums  in  each  of 
the  last  Five  Years,  (or  for  such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open,)  showing  the 
previous  Occupations  in  Life,  as  far  as  can  he  ascertained,  into  which  the  Cases  may  he 
distributed,  and.  the  numbers  in  each  class,  as  also  those  whose  previous  Occupation  is  unknown. 
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No.  13. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Previous  Occupation  in  Life. 

BELFAST  ASYLUM — continued. 

Presbyterian  minister, 

Servants,  . 

Spinners,  . 

Shopmen  and  Sliopwomen, 
Shoemakers, 

Stonemasons, 

Students,  . 

Sailors, 

Schoolmaster, 

Soldiers, 

Stavmaker, 

Saddler, 

Tailors, 

Teachers,  . 

Weavers,  . 

Writing  clerks, 

Washerwomen, 

Watch-glass  maker, 

Warper, 


CARLOW  ASYLUM. 
Agricultural  affairs. 
Commercial  pursuits, 
Artisans, 

Clergymen  or  Students, 
Showman,  . 

Servants,  . 

Female,  domestic  affairs,  . 
Governess  or  Tutor, 

Soldier  and  Pensioners, 

Policeman, 

Jockey, 


Total, 


CLONMEL  ASYLUM. 
Farm  labourers  and  servants, 
Tailors, 

Shoemakers, 

Schoolmaster, 

Carpenter,  . 

Police, 

Old  Soldier, 

Dealer, 

Weaver, 

Unknown, 

Total, 

CORK  ASYLUM. 
Auctioneer, 

Bakers, 

Blacksmiths, 

Bonnet  maker, 

Carpenters, 

Clerks, 

Coachmakers, 

Coopers, 

Confectioner, 

Dealers, 

Discharged  Soldiers, 

Dressmaker  , 

Excise  Service  Officer, 
Engineers,  Workmen, 
Farmers, 

Gardeners,  . 

Gingle  drivers. 

Harness  maker, 

Hat  trimmer, 

Horse-trainer, 

Housewives, 

Labouring  class, 

Leather  dressers,  . 

Musicians,  . 

Merchants, . 

Masons, 

Milliners,  . 

Nailors, 

No  occupation  or  unknown, 


Total  for  Five  Yeai 
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No.  13. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Previous  Occupation  ill  Life. 

is 

2. 

1353. 

ins4. 

1055. 

105(1. 

Total  for  Five  Years. 

CORK  ASYLUM — continued. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

r. 

M. 

M. 

P. 

tot. 

Police  Constables,  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Reduced  lmlies  ami  "ontlomcu,  . 

- 

i 

1 

1 

1 

SVninpn.  . 

a 

— 

o 

:! 

;> 

12 

Servants,  . 

2 

10 

- 

7 

l 

1:1 

- 

1G 

- 

21 

3 

G7 

Slaters,  . 

1 

- 

l 

- 

i 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Ship  agents, 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

10 

Shipwrights, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

a 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

,i 

Shop  porters, 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

•1 

Stonecutters, 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Students,  . 

- 

1 

1 

Shop  assistants, 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Shopkeepers, 

- 

1 

- 

1 

l 

- 

4 

- 

y 

- 

8 

2 

- 

- 

•) 

a 

— 

— 

Shoe  liintlovs, 

1 

- 

Stenographer, 

1 

l 

Stoker, 1 . 

l 

Tailors,  . . . . 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

y 

- 

4 

- 

Teachers,  . 

1 

1 

- 

1 

a 

- 

2 

- 

a 

- 

7 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

a 

- 

2 

Victuallers, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

a 

- 

3 

- 

« 

Weavers,  . 

~ 

- 

_ 

~ 

- 

a 

- 

5 

0 

Total, 

W 

«a 

o i 

01 

40 

w 

(>i 

07 

7(i 

03 

202 

208 

000 

KILLAENEY  ASYLUM. 

Apothecary, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Butchers  and  butcher’s  wile, 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

a 

- 

3 

Carpenters, 

- 

— 

— 

i 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Carman, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Clerks  and  clerk's  wife, 

- 

- 

4 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

l 

- 

0 

1 

c, 

Coopers, 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Divinity  students,  . 

•1 

1 

3 

12 

ac 

8 

u 

12 

12 

8 

70 

U3 

ldo 

Gent.lcmau  class,  . 

i 

1 

Hawker,  . 

1 

- 

Music  master, 

1 

l 

Police  constables,  . 

I 

l 

1 

- 

3 

- 

_ 

— 

1 

- 

— 

l 

— 

1 

Soldiers  and  soldier's  wife, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

i 

- 

0 

s 

n 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

3 

1 

l 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Shopkeepers  and  wives, 
Servants  ( domestic), 
Tailors  and  tailor's  wife,  . 

; 

1 

1 

j 

a 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

0 

1 

5 

14 

1 

14 

C 

Workwomen, 

i 

- 

- 

1 

Governesses, 

Nnn, 

i 

3 

2 

Fisherman  and  fisherman’s  wife, 

1 

1 

- 

11 

12 

Unascertained, 

- 

4 

4 

“ 

2 

4 

23 

Total, 

10 

14 

04 

40 

17 

10 

28 

20 

28 

18 

147 

123 

270 

KILKENNY  ASYLUM. 

Masons,  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Turner, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

Carpenters, . 
Merchant,  . 

1 

I 

: 

- 

“ 

: 

I 

I 

1 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■* 

1 

Clergymen, . 

a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

~ 

r- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

* 

Housekeepers,  . 

Spinner, 

ranpers, 

- 

1 

1 

i 

; 

a 

; 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

13 

1 

Boatman,  . 

i 

l 

- 

I 

I 

Z 

I 

~ 

: 

I 

1 

- 

1 

Shopkeepers, 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

5 

Clerical  students,  . 
Hostler's  wife, 

Railway  labourer's  wife, 

i 

i 

l 

i 

: 

: 

5 

- 

; 

; 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Agricultural  labourers, 

24 

a 

10 

a 

4 

4 

8 

y 

Cook, 

l 

— 

- 

1 

- 

25 

Farmers,  and  wives  or  daughters, 

4 

17 

1 

0 

1 

- 

a 

— 

a 

27 

Gardener,  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

Surveyor's  wife, 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

4 

Dressmakers, 

l 

1 

1 

l 

- 

7 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Soldier’s  daughter, . 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Publicans  and  publican’s  wife, 

~ 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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No.  13 Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  sulmitte-.l  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — con. 


Previous  Occupation  iu  Life. 

IJS4‘ 

1056. 

Total  for  Fivo 

KILKENNY  ASYLUM — ton. 

=*• 

1\ 

X 

M. 

F. 

X. 

p. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

Hasten;,  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Gun  maker, . 

1 

1 

Tailors, 

Seaman, 

1 

1 

Coach-nainf.evs, 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Matron  of  bridewell, 

1 

Living  on  proiiertv. 

2 

i 

1 

Stonecutter, 

1 

1 

Clerks, 

1 

Smiths, 

1 

1 

o 

Plasterer,  . 

1 

1 

Colliers, 

1 

1 

Fiddler, 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

Drayman,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-1 

1 

_ 

Governesses, 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

o 

Dyer, 

1 

1 

Policeman, . 

1 

Hatmaker’s  wife. 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cooper's  wife, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Bakers'  wives, 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

Not  known, 

0 

10 

- 

- 

- 

" 

2 

a 

- 

3 

11 

ID 

20 

Total, 

GS 

*» 

27 

17 

20 

21 

20 

o 

15 

111 

121 

200 

LIMERICK  ASYLUM. 

Cabinetmakers, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Baker, 

1 

Domestic  servants, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Shoemaker's, 

1 

1 

Farmers, 

1 

C 

1 

Labourers,  . 

11 

1 

10 

15 

1 

9 

15 

Tailors, 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

Shopkeepers, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

Schoolmasters, 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Masons,  . 

Attorn  evs,  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.j 

Nailnr, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dealers,  . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

_ 

3 

Cai'pcnters, 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

3 

Pawnbrokers, 

i 

1 

Schoolmistresses,  . 

1 

1 

1 

Wouleombor.-i, 

Dressmakers, 

3 

1 

Yieinr.llers, 

1 

1 

- 

i 

Police  officer. 

_ 

Police  constables,  . 

3 

2 

1 

- 

2 

Students,  . 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dairymaids, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

*> 

Discharged  soldiers, 

- 

- 

8 

- 

•) 

_ 

Pensioners, 

- 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Shop  assistant, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

Plain  workers, 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

Bell  hanger, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Boatman,  . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

Painters,  . 

2 

- 

Slaters,  . 

1 

i 

4 

Writing  clerks. 

1 

2 

1 

Excise  officers, 

— 

1 

1 

Laundress, 

1 

Woodranger, 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

O 

Tinplate  worker, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

Miller, 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Miner, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Cooper, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

Unknown,  . 

22 

7 

17 

40 

11 

28 

10 

151 

203 

Total, 

27 

30 

51 

30 

13 

10 

53 

02 

03 

33 

230 

104 

424 

LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM. 

Labourers,  . 

10 

- 

31 

- 

15 

_ 

10 

_ 

15 

_ 

93 

Housekeepers, 

- 

12 

- 

-12 

- 

37 

- 

32 

- 

31 

Tailors, 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Farmers, 

2 

2 

0 

4 

Teachers,  . 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Servants,  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

_ 

9 

_ 

13 

Sailors, 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

Dealer, 

1 

Weavers,  . 

2 

Dressmakers, 

1 

1 

Medical, 

1 

Shoemakers, 

1 

1 

1 

Butcher, 

1 

Gardener,  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Baker, 

1 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

Soldiers, 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

Saddler, 

1 

: 

: 

“ 

' 

* 

_ 

~ 

“ 

1 

1 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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APPENDIX  A.  5 

No.  13. — Returns  of  tlic  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums.  &c. — con. 


Carpenters  and  Carpenters' 
Asylum  keeper, 

Gardener,  . 

Mendicants, 

Huker, 

Butcher  and  Butcher's  wilt 


Shoemakers, 

Xtul.-rs, 

Tailor, 

Homan  Catholic  clergy 
Butcher,  . 

Clerk, 

Policeman, . 
Carpenter, Carpenter’s' 
dressmakers, 

Governess,  . 

Weavers, 

Toll  collector, 
Shopman,  . 

Farming  class. 

Head  constables,  . 


OMAGH  ASYLUM. 
Farmers, 

Labourers,  . 

Needlewomen, 

Servants,  . 

Housekeepers, 

Dealers, 

Schoolmasters, 

Clerk, 

Weavers, 

Gardener,  . 

Nurses, 

Shoemakers, 

Spinners,  . 

Printer, 
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No.  IB. — Returns  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex,  admitted  into  the  several  District  Asylums,  &o. — a 


Previous  Occupation  in  Life. 


Housekeeper, 
Healers, 
Farmers,  . 
Servants,  . 
Dressmakers, 
Carmen, 
labourers,  . 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 
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No.  14. — Returns  of  the  Cases  admitted  into  each  of  the  District  Asylums,  in  each  year  of  the  last 
five  years,  (or  for  such  shorter  time  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open,)  distinguishing  the  number 
of  Cases  of  Relapse  re-admitted  within  each  year,  and  also  distinguishing  the  Cases  re-admitted 
once,  twice,  or  oftener. 


New  or 

Total 

18: 

1 

IS 

4. 

13 

1 o.;G. 

for 

Itc-admissions. 

.5  years. 

Airs. 

AtlMAGH. 

31. 1 

31. 

K. 

• 

M. 

... 

M. 

1'- 

M. 

K. 

F- 

*• 

, 

M. 

- 

r- 

New  ftdmissiiins, 

2(1 

41 

40 

i' 

21 

‘117 

1-1(1 

•„> 

4 

4 

•1 

IS, 

13 

lt«-admissiuiis,» 

2 

4 

1 

(i 

0 

22 

22 

Twice  before, 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

a 

0 

Total, 

22 

40 

44 

04 

2(1 

51 

43 

54 

23oj  102 

Total,  . 

2j 

4 

J 

4 

4; 

“1 

_? 

J. 

_s 

* 

li'.r.i.iSAsr.uF.. 

Eaixinasloe. 

! 

1 

34 

47 

•IS 

203 

iso 

I’- 

i: 

12  j 

0 

Un-ailinissi.ms,  . 

a 

* 

4 

5 

3 

4 

2 

0 

4 

1!) 

15 

Twice  before,  . 

-j 

1 

1 

• 

- i 

~ J 

r 

- 

" 1 

-J 

:* 

l.i 

IjEJ.VAST. 

lir.I.EAST. 

1 

- 

i 

i 

i 

— I- 

l 

New  admissi' ms, 

35 

41;  02 

Once  before, 

1j 

2' 

i 

i 

1 

■1 

3 

10 

14 

Twice  before,  . 

1 

1| 

i: 

1 

Thrice  or  oftener. 

ii 

4j 

v , 

r. 

. . 

in 

40 

, 

. 

ri 

. 

i 

lout, 

1 

hi 

' ' ' 

' 

Total,  . 

r 

•ii 

, ' 

14 

— 

— 

— , 

j 

— 

-j- 

T 

Carlo"-. 

C.cm.ow. 

New  admissions, 

2f 

21 

18 

15 

2(1 

13 

25 

08 

120 

Once  before, 

3 

3- 

4 

3j 

J 

[5 

21 

lie-admissions, . 

4 

4 

20 

Twice,  before, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— ! 

ii 

2i 

Thrice  or  oftener, 

T 1 

. _ 

. . 

. . 

. . 

, 

. . 

J.OU  . 

... 

32 

1 

' 

ji. 

7 

r,1 

- 

20 

Clonmel. 

CLONMEL. 

- 

" 

■ 

"I 

New  admissions, 

til 

in 

12 

10 

4 

02 

47 

Onue  before,  . 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- j 

- ! 

■1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-> 

;i 

11 

8 

Twice  before,  . 

2 

1 

- 1 

h 

2 



Thrice  or  oftener, 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 1 

o 

Total, 

— 

18 

13 

10 

12 

11) 

17 

li 

— 

- - 

Total,  . 

4 

~ 

1 

~~1 

3 

I 

11 

ii: 

Conn. 

11 

n 

“j 

-14 

New  admissions, 

-14 

45 

4: 

44 

38 

40 

42 

00 

•44 

225 

220 

Once  before, 
Twice  before,  . 

o 

n 

1 

4 

-1? 

Gj 

8 

11 

11 

Hi 

1! 

7 

It 

07 

(10 

3 

•i 

12 

i 

r,o 

00 

51 

0'1 

57 



20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

10 

— 

— 

Total,  . 

li 

Etixarney. 

Iuixaiiney. 

40 

as 

New  admissions, 

11 

1-J 

2( 

1-J 

1( 

1! 

2, 

32 

or 

80 

Once  before, 

3 

lie-admissions, . 

- 

- 

44 

32. 

1 

- 

3 

01 

38 

Twice  before, 

" 

- 

Total, 

11 

u 

04 

4b 

17 

10 

2' 

20 

28 

10 

a 

124 

Total,  . 

- 

- 

41 

32 

>1  - 

a 

4 

2 

51 

38 

Eh.ke.nsy. 

Err.KF.SKY. 

New  admissions, 

_ 

_ 

2-' 

1( 

10 

1J 

U 

IS 

o 

1- 

07 

02 

Once  before, 

08 

58 

3 

bU 

He -ad  missions, . 

08 

58 

1 

4 

" 

* 

3 

84 

02 

Twice  before,  . 

: 

: 

: 

T 

I 

l 

_ 

_ 

I 

1 

I 

27 

21 

5 

15 

Ml 

124 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

84 

02 

G8 

08 

i 

— 

Limerick. 

11 

11 

~ 

42 

38 

New  admissions, 

20 

37 

3( 

31 

40 

37 

38 

23.  171 

144 

Once  before, 

5 

(i 

lie-admissions, . 

17 

i; 

15 

— 

Thrice  or  oftener 

4 

1 

13 

30 

54 

33  i 231 

104 

— 

— 

13 

15 

15 

10 

50 

50 

— 

— 

— 

Total,  . 

7 

* 

Londonderry. 

New  admissions, 

41 

4! 

37 

48.  197 

210 

Once  before, 

1 

- 

Ke- admissions, . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

li  3 

4 

Twice  before, 

- 

“ 

- 

_ 

1 

2. 

1 

Total, 

as 

40 

50 

44 

40 

41 

30 

43 

38 

49 

200 

223 

Total,  . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Maryborough. 

| 

2 

13 

If 

IS 

2, 

12 

27 

1( 

107 

74 

Onco  before, 

s 

0 

4 2= 

23 

Twice  before, 

4 

10 

30 

r 

Total,  . 

| 

L 

1 1 

1 

1 

4 

• Admissions  from  other  Asylums  classed  as  re-admiBsions. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  14. — Returns  of  the  Cases  admitted  into  each  of  the  District  Asylums,  &c. — continued. 


* Admissions  from  oilier  Asylums  classed  as  re-admissions. 


No.  15.— Summary  of  Tables  of  Admissions  and  Re-admissions,  distinguishing  the  Number  of  Times  in 
which  Cases  re-admitted  have  been  in  the  Asylum. 


Asylums. 


Armagh,  . 
Ballinasloe, 
Belfast,  . 
Carlow, 
Clonmel,  . 
Cork, 

Killarney,  . 

Kilkenny,  . 

limerick,  . 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, 

Mullingar, 

Omagh, 

Richmond, 

Sligo, 

Waterford, 

Totals, 


Inmates 
during  tire 

New  Admissions. 

Re-admissions. 

! Total  Admissions 
1 Re-admissions. 

Once  before 

in 

Twice  before  in 
Asylum. 

1 Thrice  or 
| oftener  before 
in  Asylum. 

Total 

Re-admissions. 

M. 

- 1 

TOT. 

i si. 

1 1 

rnT 

„ 

a. 

•rnT 

357[  15 

2H 

!) 

16 

385 

12 

21 

- 

3 

3 

7 

3 

10 

19 

15 

516 

1 8 

17 

3 

8 

4; 

1 

16 

21s 

15 

30 

4 

11 

1 

2 

3 

20 

30 

4l  ; 

l1 

4 

4 

12 

3 

3 

11 

8 

19 

9 

19 

13: 

12 

25 

67 

6S 

87 

— 

- 

61 

36 

5i 

8:1 

02 

142 

3 

- 

3 

1! 

1 

84 

62 

38 

80 

4 

8 

12 

i 13  4 

17 

59 

50 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

181 

8 

10! 

24 

61 

53 

114 

61 

319' 

54| 

54 

108 

10 

94! 

89' 

183 

J 

2 

3 

96 

56 

5-‘>| 

41 

90 

- 

- 

- | 

55l 

41 

96 

18 

its. 

”1 

5 

9 

14 

1!i 

16 

27 

39 

66 

107 

124 

231 

3,467-50 

2,57^ 

2,325|  4,901  j 

509  1,0S:}| 

54 

J 

126 

Jj 

87 

673 

62s|l,296 1 

3,249j 

2,948 

6,197 
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_fto.  1G. — Rktorxs  of  Cuiif-s  Avlvicli  have  taken  place  in  each  year  during  the  last  Five  Years,  (or  for 
such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  has  been  open,)  in  the  several  District  Asylums  in  Ireland. 


Duration  of  Patient 

: stay  in  Asylum. 

1352. 

1 

CM. 

1833. 

lu5G. 

F.  Total. j 

M. 

F.  | 

’otal. 

-! 

F.  Totnl.j 

M. 

F.  -TotalJ 

XL 

F. 

Total. 

ARMAGH 

VSYT.UM. 

1 

r Asylum, 

17 

10 

10 

!0 

9 

1!) 

8 

4 

12 

ess  than  G months, 

2 

1 

3 

7 

G 

13 

8 

4 

12 

.S 

5 

13 

G 

3 

9 

,.  1 year,  . 

5 

„ 1 year, 

„ 2 years, . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2l 

4 

3 

1 

4 

„ 2 years, 

„ 3 year-s, . 

" 

~ 

" 

“ 

- 

" 

~ 

' 

“ 1 

' 

J 

1 

Total, 

7 

» 

lli 

23 

17 

40 

22 

13i 35 1 

28 

is| 

40 

20 

11 

31 

BALLINASL01C  ASYLUM. 

n Asvluin,  . 

G 

2 

9 

3 

1 

4 

1 

More  than  3 months,  less  than  0 month;-. 

4 

0 

10 

f> 

■1 

10 

4 

0 niouths, 

.,  1 jour,  . 

3 

11 

ii 

3 

10 

3 

12 

15 

12 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

- 

4 

4 

2 

— 

2 

— 

„ 3 years, 

„ 4 years, . 

2 

2 

4. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

„ -1  years, 

„ n years, . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

„ G years, . 

- 

„ 7 years, . 

„ 0 years, . 

1 

- 

- 

„ 0 years, 

.,  10  years, . 

1 

“ 

_ 

~ 

“ 

- 

“ 

Total, 

20 

03 

20 

22 

■12 

22 

20 

48 

21 

n 

38 

23 

13 

3G 

BELFAST 

YSYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months 

14 

21 

10 

18 

0 

8 

ess  than  G mouths, 

10 

31 

li 

14 

4 

H 

12 

3 

4 

9 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

„ 2 years, 

- 

3 

- 

4 

- 

1 

1 

— 

„ a years, . 

1 

1 

- 

-■ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

7 

» « years, 

,.  7 years,  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

“ 

1 

- 

— 

“ 

“ 

~ 

* 

- 

„ 0 years, 

„ 10  years, . 

- 

“ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Total, 

— 

07 

19 

00 

12 

— 

— 

IS 

— 

20 

40 

GO 

CARLOW 

VSYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months 

u Asylum, 

10 

17 

More  than  3 months, 

loss  than  (!  months 

12 

1 

5 

„ G months, 

1 

3 

i 

0 

2 

“ 

■ 

„ 1 year, 

„ 2 years, . 

2 

1 

3 

~ 

3 

jj 

? 

„ 3 years, . 

2 

3 

4 

1 

~ 

3 

j 

,,  3 yeai-s, 

„ 4 years, . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

” 

- 

r 

„ 4 year-s, 

„ 0 ycar-s,  . 

- 

- 

“ 

» 0 year-s,  . 

3 

2 

2 

~ 

„ 0 years, 

„ 7 years, . 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

Total, 

27 

21 

48 

13 

20 

33 

10 

14 

29 

10 

19 

29 

17 

13 

30 

CLONMEL  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months 

less  than  G months 

3 

4 

3 

* 

3 

„ G months 

3 

3 

5 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

„ 1 year, 

„ 2 years,  . 

3 

- 

- 

~ 

3 

“ 

3 

2 

] 

„ 3 years, . 

- 

~ 

“ 

— 

1 

„ 4 years,  . 

„ 4 years, 

„ 5 years,  . 

„ 5 years, 

„ G years,  . 

— 

„ G years, 

„ 7 years,  . 

— 

~ 

- 

- 

— 

- 

„ 7 years, 

„ 8 years,  . 

- 

- 

~ 

~ 

Total, 

20 

9 

29 

9 

7 

10 

0 

0 

12 

13 

3 

18 

3 

0 

12 

Less  than  3 months 

in  Asylum,  . 

7 

8 

15 

4 

3 

3 

10 

g 

less  than  G months 

15 

7 

J 

14 

„ 6 months 

„ 1 year, 

3 

11 

14 

3 

fl 

1 11 

fl 

„ 2 years, 

1 ^ 

* 

0 

1 

1 

,,  2 years, 

„ 3 years, 

- 

,,  3 years, 

„ 4 years, 

It 

1 

1 



1 

J_ 
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No.  1G. — Returns  of  Cures  which  have  taken  place  in  each  year  during  the  last  Five  Years,  &c. — cm/. 


Duration  of  Patients’  stay  in  Asylum. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1853. 

1850. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F.  ; Total. 

M. 

»• 

Total. 

M. 

p. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

CORK  ASYLUM — roiit-nucil. 

More  than  -1  years,  loss  than  0 years, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

fi  years,  „ 7 years,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

7 years,  „ 8 years, 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

„ !)  years,  „ 10  years, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

„ 10  years,  „ 11  years, 

- 

- 

“ 

" 

Total,  .... 

J!L 

OS 

10 

23 

JL 

3(1 

IS 

fiA 

— 

(Hi 

— — - 

-iT- 

KILLAIJNF.Y  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  :1  months  in  Asylum, 

- 

1 

3 

A 

1 

1 

1 

■1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

„ (i  months,  .,  1 year,  . 

— 

- 

l 

l 

2 

- 

- 

- 

fi 

5 

8 

1 

_ 

i 

„ 1 year,  „ 2 years, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

„ 3 years,  „ A years, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

- 

i 

Total,  .... 

- 

- 

- 

a 

o 

• 

- 

A 

A 

A 

10 

14 

3 

4 

7 

KILKENNY  ASYLUM. 

Loss  than  ;i  numihs  in  Asylum, 

3 

1 

4 

3 

•1 

1 

Mora  than  " months,  less  than  0 months, 

— 

_ 

- 

7 

11 

a 

2 

a 

1 

„ fi  months,  „ 1 year,  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

a 

1 

fi 

4 

2 

8 

5 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

l 

fi 

1 

— 

l 

1 

2 

„ 2 years,  „ 3 years,  . 

„ •’!  years,  „ A years, . 

“ 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

3 

~ 

a 

" 

- 

“ 

Total,  .... 

- 

- 

“ 

10 

n 

» 

18 

1) 

i« 

* 

0 

10 

LI  ME  TUCK  ASYLUM. 
Less  than  fi  months  in  Asylum, 

fi 

10 

A 

A 

__ 

in 

More  than  > months,  less  than  0 months 

a 

2 

s 

ii 

a 

•i 

fi 

„ fi  months,  „ 1 rear,  . 

7 

i 

s 

5 

:) 

8 

8 

2 

10 

a 

;! 

ti 

5 

fi 

8 

„ 1 year,  „ 2 years, . 

it 

i 

4 

- 

2 

2 

3 

a 

A 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

„ fi  years,  „ 4 years, . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

_ 

1 

l 

1 

1 

,,  A years,  „ 5 years, . 

— 

i 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

„ t)  years,  „ fi  years,  . 

1 

1 

„ 0 years,  „ 7 years, . 

1 

l 

,,  7 years,  „ 8 years,  . 

,,  8 years,  „ !)  years, . 

- 

„ 1)  years,  „ 10  years, . 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

Total,  .... 

15 

ii 

20 

ir» 

w 

fiA 

10 

12 

31 

20 

22 

42 

24 

10 

34 

LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  fi  months  in  Asvlnm,  . 

4 

j) 

y 

More  than  fi  months,  less  than  fi  months 

G 

7 

lfi 

9 

5 

„ fi  months,  1 year,  . 

4 

2 

ti 

a 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

8 

lfi 

■44 

3 

» 1 year,  „ 2 years, . 

— 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

-1 

„ 2 years,  „ 3 years, . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

„ 3 years,  „ 4 years, . 

1 

— 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

2 

,,  A years,  „ 5 years, . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

„ t)  years,  „ fi  years, . 

— 

— 

- 

- 

-- 

_ 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

„ (i  years,  „ 7 years, . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

„ < years,  „ S years,  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

„ S years,  „ 0 years,  . 

„ 0 years,  „ 10  years, . 

1 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total,  .... 

IS 

18 

3G 

23 

27 

50 

IS 

17 

35 

21 

20 

50 

21 

4S 

MARYBOROUGH  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months  in  Asylum, 

More  than  fi  months,  loss  than  6 months, 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

a 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

fi 

,,  0 months,  „ 1 year,  . 

2 

a 

r, 

A 

A 

8 

fi 

1 

„ 1 year,  „ 2 years,  . 

4 

3 

7 

1 

„ 2 years,  .,  3 years, 

l 

„ 3 years,  „ 4 years,  . 

1 

.1 

„ 4 years,  „ 5 years,  . 

„ 5 years,  „ G years, . 

1 

1 

„ 0 years,  „ 7 years,  . 

• 

„ 7 years,  „ 8 years, . 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total,  .... 

11 

13 

24 

9 

,ii 

20 

8 

12 

20 

0 



7 

13 

12 

0 

18 
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No.  16. — Returns  of  Cures  which  have  taken  place  in  each  year  during  the  last  Five  Years,  <fcc. — cov. 


Duration  of  Patients'  stay  in  Asylum. 

1332. 

' 

1833 

1834 

1355 

i 

1859. 

M. 

K. 

Total 

M. 

»■ 

Total 

M. 

r. 

Total 

M. 

Total.'  M. 

j Total. 

MULLINGAR  ASYLUM. 
Lens  than  •'!  months  in  Asvlum,  . 

. 

More  than  3 mouths,  less  thnu  (i  months 

4 

„ (1  months,  ,,  1 year,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

ii 

„ 1 „ ..years.,. 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

1 

i 

Total 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

14 

14 

2S 

OMAGH  ASYLUM. 
Less  titan  S months  in  Asylum,  . 

4 

(i 

10 

fi 

3 

0 

2 

4 

ID 

More  than  .'!  months,  less  than  0 month.-. 

- 

- 

_ 

l 

_ 

1 

a 

4 

ii 

.,  0 month',  1 year,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

s 

3 

7 

Id 

_ 

Ii 

1 vear  .,  :l  years. . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

4 

1 

r, 

•*  years,  „ :j  years, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

a 

Total,  .... 

1 

- 

5 

0 

11 

1(1 

# 

24 

“ 

J4 

30 

13 

14 

32 

RICHMOND  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  i)  months  in  Asylum,  . 

23 

30 

10 

13 

18 

7 

13 

14 

More  than  3 months,  less  than  (1  months, 

12 

17 

8 

4 

12 

10 

7 

15 

12 

10 

„ 0 months,  „ 1 vear,  . 

11 

14 

15 

!) 

21 

11 

10 

21 

12 

10 

10 

12 

•■><> 

2 

0 

S 

3 

2 

8 

8 

3 

11 

9 

7 

l(i 

4 

5 

!) 

„ 2 years,  „ 3 years, . 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

„ 3 years,  „ 4 years,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

„ 4 years,  .,  0 years,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

„ a years,  „ (,  years, . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(i  years,  7 years, . 

1 

1 

2 

„ 7 years,  „ 8 years,  . 

- 

fi  years,  „ S)  years, . 

„ 9 years,  „ 10  years,  . 

" 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

“ 

" 

" 

- 

“ 

1 

1 

Total,  .... 

51 

23 

74 

48 

30 

78 

43 

21 

» 

42 

•13 

33 

70 

SLIGO  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months  in  Asylum, 

3 

G 

0 

3 

1 

4 

Mere  than  3 months,  less  than  0 months 

0 

3 

5 

7 

„ li  months,  „ I year,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

“ 

- 

3 

6 

Total,  .... 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

!) 

11 

0 

17 

WATERFORD  ASYLUM. 

Less  than  3 months  in  Asylum,  . 

3 

13 

0 

IB 

5 

5 

10 

5 

More  than  3 months,  less  than  C months 

1 

4 

1 

(! 

0 

3 

8 

2 

4 

6 

,,  0 months,  „ 1 year,  . 

- 

a 

2 

:) 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

ft 

2 

ft 

7 

„ 1 year,  .,  3 years, . 

1 

- 

j 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

5 

8 

3 

8 

„ 2 years,  „ 3 years, . 

1 

l 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

— 

2 

7 

„ 3 years,  „ 4 years,  . 

1 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

„ 4 years,  „ 5 years. . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

,,  5 years,  „ (i  years,  . 

1 

l 

,,  C years.  7 years, . 

„ 7 years,  ,.  8 years, . 

- 

1 

„ 8 years,  „ 9 years,  . 

„ 1)  years,  „ JO  years, . 

' 

1 

2 

3 

1 

“ 

“ 

_ 

" 

“ 

Total,  .... 

^1 

10 

23 

ii 

23 

3i 

17 

14 

_L 

15 

22 

37 

19 

19 

JL 

No.  17. — Table  showing  the  Total  Number  of  Cures  effected  in  each  of  the  District  Asylums,  in  each 
of  the  Years  1852,  8,  4,  5,  6,  and  Grand  Total  for  the  Five  Years. 


Asylums. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1056. 

Grand  Total  of  Cures. 

TOT. 

u. 

TUT. 

T«T 

Armagh,  . 

23 

17 

40 

22 

13 

35 

28 

18 

46 

20 

11 

68 

168 

22 

22 

26 

48 

21 

17 

38 

23 

13 

36 

112 

90 

202 

Belfast, 

19 

37 

86 

12 

25 

37 

18 

2G 

44 

26 

40 

66 

100 

170 

270 

Carlow, 

13 

20 

33 

15 

14 

29 

10 

19 

13 

82 

87 

169 

Clonmel,  . 

20 

29 

9 

7 

16 

0 

6 

12 

13 

3 

16 

3 

9 

51 

34 

85 

Cork, 

34 

1(1 

23 

39 

30 

18 

48 

34 

32 

66 

33 

58 

140 

269 

Killorney, 

_ 

3 

8 

10 

14 

3 

4 

10 

23 

33 

Kilkenny, 

12 

7 

19 

9 

9 

18 

9 

7 

29 

63 

15 

19 

34 

19 

12 

31 

20 

24 

10 

34 

93 

74 

167 

Londonderry, 

18 

36 

23 

27 

50 

18 

17 

35 

21 

29 

50 

27 

21 

48 

107 

112 

219 

•Maryborough, 

24 

9 

11 

20 

8 

12 

20 

6 

18 

46 

49 

95 

Mullingar, 

_ 

5 

3 

8 

14 

28 

19 

17 

36 

6 

11 

8 

24 

16 

14 

30 

18 

65 

42 

97 

Richmond, 

48 

30 

78 

43 

21 

G4 

32 

74 

43 

33 

76 

217 

149 

366 

Sligo, 

8 

9 

17 

11 

17 

19 

15 

34 

Waterford, 

8 

15 

23 

11 

23 

34 

17 

14 

31 

15 

22 

37 

19 

19 

38 

70 

93 

163 

Totals,  . 

232 

207 

439 

226 

254 

480 

237 

199 

436 

260 

280 

540 

2S9 

252 

541 

1,244 

1,192 

2,436 

k 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  18. — Table  showing  the  Total  Cures  effected  in  the  several  District  Asylums,  during  a period  of 
Admission,  and  those  Cured  after  Twelve  Months’  stay  in  the 


Asylums. 

Duration  of  Patients' 

Loss 

than  3 Months. 

More  tliau  3 and 
Less 

than  6 Months. 

More  than  6 
Months, 

Less  than  1 Year. 

More  than  1 Year, 
than  2 Y ears. 

More  than  2 Years, 
than  3 Y ears. 

More  than  3 Years, 
than  4 Years. 

TOL 

•mr 

T,vr 

„ 

r_ 

„ 

r 

42 

35 

31 

19 

50 

IS 

9 

7 

4 

li 

2 

1 

Balliuasloe,  . 

11 

26 

21 

19 

40 

33 

65 

19 

16 

35 

8 

7 

15 

Belfast, 

50 

75 

29 

59 

28 

83 

61 

6 

12 

3 

16 

Carlow, 

20 

20 

40 

13 

17 

30 

15 

30 

11 

8 

19 

7 

14 

21 

Clonmel, 

IS 

10 

28 

12 

13 

25 

11 

5 

16 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

Cork,  . 

36 

34 

70 

36 

65 

24 

41 

65 

25 

20 

45 

10 

Killarney, 

2 

7 

9 

i 

8 

9 

5 

6 

11 

_ 

2 

2 

] 

Kilkenny, 

6 

4 

10 

16 

10 

20 

9 

16 

6 

limerick, 

27 

24 

51 

19 

15 

34 

28 

12 

40 

iT 

11 

20 

4 

5 

Londonderry, 

42 

33 

75 

30 

52 

19 

31 

50 

13 

9 

22 

6 

3 

9 

5 

Maryborough, 

6 

12 

12 

11 

23 

19 

13 

32 

11 

Mullingar,  . 

9 

C 

14 

3 

8 

11 

1 

Omagh, 

20 

17 

37 

12 

12 

24 

13 

10 

23 

8 

4 

Richmond,  . 

39 

111 

48 

28 

76 

54 

46 

100 

23 

52 

15 

Sligo,  . 

6 

13 

10 

5 

15 

3 

3 

6 

Waterford,  . 

24 

29 

53 

9 

24 

33 

11 

10 

21 

10 

12 

22 

9 

7 

16 

2 

3 

5 

Totals, 

370 

327 

697 

292 

312 

604 

291 

263 

574 

152 

131 

283 

59 

70 

J1 

34 

— 

58 

No.  19. — Table  of  Admissions,  Discharges,  and  Deaths  during  a period  of  Five  Years, 


Daily 

Discharged. 

Monthly  Return 

Districts  and  Years. 

1st  January  in 
each  year. 

Recovered. 

Not 

recovered. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

ARMAGH. 

M. 

r. 

TOT 

if. 

F. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

H. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

ar. 

F. 

T. 

U. 

F. 

T. 

1652, 

06 

Oi 

13' 

130 

3- 

2’, 

5, 

1 

It 

\ 

1853,  . 

69 

13i 

132 

4 

4, 

8! 

2! 

r 

4( 

1! 

It 

1854,  . 

0! 

70  12! 

130 

5, 

8( 

1! 

35 

1 

34 

1805, 

0 

lit' 

132 

5, 

t: 

97 

29 

it 

41 

18 

11 

1850,  . 

01 

64 

12„ 

134 

5 

2" 

81 

20 

It 

30 

2L 

28 

1 

_ 

1 

BALLINASLOE. 

1852,  . 

1853, 

175 

105 

150 

153 

325 

316 

322J 

324 

31 

3! 

31 

09 

81 

20 

It 

2‘, 

38 

42 

1 

4 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1854, 

171 

lf>.‘ 

32 

330 

4 

4! 

91 

21 

1855, 

177 

15- 

33 

208J 

2! 

Hi 

2. 

r 

!!K 

51 

*8! 

1 

146 

12', 

270 

299 

5fc 

3! 

97 

20 

1G 

30 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

2 

BELFAST. 

1852,  . 

152 

12, 

271 

279-45 

0 

122 

25 

4. 

(it 

12 

15] 

13 

282 

280-18 

a 

5, 

9J 

If 

30 

11 

4 

15( 

13! 

28:' 

200-87 

2; 

4( 

0! 

12 

132 

12; 

25.r 

280-54 

fli 

01 

12! 

It 

20 

( 

107 

138 

305 

310-85 

7u 

01 

130 

20 

40 

00 

0 

14 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

X 

CARLOW. 

1852,  . 

10! 

or 

20 

187-5 

4" 

3! 

8< 

22 

21 

43 

29 

2f 

_ 

_ 

_ 

r 

V 

1 

* 

ql 

1853, 

!)( 

71 

171 

180-25 

1 

2b 

42 

1< 

1- 

_ 

97 

71 

171 

164-75 

22 

32 

5, 

f 

1< 

23 

; 

r| 

. 

102 

8- 

18i 

187- 

It 

4: 

1 

1 

104 

87 

101 

187-5 

17 

82 

49 

10 

25 

1 

5 

0 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

CLONMEL. 

1852,  . 

Of 

60 

132 

137 

25 

If 

4! 

17 

If 

1 

1858, 

00 

7( 

181 

140 

l! 

It 

2! 

8 

1 

7t 

0! 

13! 

140 

12 

10 

22 

1 

73 

6! 

142 

140 

17 

( 

2! 

1 

f 

f 

71 

00 

no 

140 

( 

11 

17 

3 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

CORK. 

1852,  . 

205 

1 DC 

40; 

397 

52 

05 

117 

24 

34 

58 

9 

0 

15 

3 

4 

o 

9 

„ 

183 

IOC 

87! 

305 

5, 

51 

lor 

1C 

23 

3! 

7 

t 

1! 

1 

r, 

180 

187 

385 

4! 

02 

li. 

c. 

192 

210 

407 

404 

01 

57 

lif 

34 

32 

00 

13 

r, 

1856, 

194 

216 

410 

420 

70 

03 

139 

2C 

3! 

5f 

12 

2( 

- 

1 

1 

1 

KILLARNEY. 
1852,  . 

1854,  . 

11 

14 

25 

92$ 

CJ 

40 

lit 

4 

C 

J 

7 

62 

52 

114 

317$ 

17 

1C 

30 

a 

3 

5 

2 

l 

58 

128 

142 

27 

20 

53 

3 

0 

2 

1856, 

67 

147 

157$ 

28 

10 

47 

5 

5 

10 

1 

3 

l 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

KILKENNY. 
1852,  . 

_ 

08 

68 

120 

07 

57 

124 

Ml«l 

27 

17 

44 

12 

7 

19 

3 

135 

20 

14 

34 

75 

62 

137 

143 

21 

20 

4) 

9 

7 

0 

-j 

A 

„ 

72 

147 

147 

5 

15 

20 

4 

6 

10 

1 

l 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

* 50  males  and  38  females  transferred  to  Sligo  Asylnm  in  April,  1855. 
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Five  Years,  distinguishing  those  Cured  within  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve  Months  from  the  date  of 
Asylum,  in  Annual  Periods  up  to  Ten  Years  from  date  of  Admission. 


of  Deaths. 


May. 

Juno 

July 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Total. 

5T. 

v. 

T. 

F. 

SI. 

r. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

r. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

». 

T. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

ARMAGH. 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

14 

21 

1852. 

IS 

4 

22 

1853. 

4 

G 

1854. 

1 

a 

3 

8 

17 

25 

1855. 

! 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

i 

1 

- 

1 

12 

5 

17 

1856. 

BALLINASLOE. 

l 

13 

21 

34 

1852. 

r, 

1 

i 

10 

16 

S3 

1853. 

1 

I 

0 

18 

27 

1854. 

1 

i 

2 

9 

18 

1855. 

2 

l 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

11 

9 

20 

1856. 

BELFAST. 

2 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

-n 

2 

1 

J 

3 

4 

1 

2 

® 

“ 

1 

1 

10 

(1 

11 

12 

30 

18 

1853. 

1853. 

] 

_ 

1 

10 

0 

1 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1!) 

38 

1854. 

,, 

_ 

1 

3 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

10 

12 

1855. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

3 

0 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1856. 

CARLOW. 

1 

c 

5 

11 

1852. 

n 

9 

, 

1 

| 

_ 

_ 

7 

11 

1853. 

1 

0 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

(1 

1C 

It 

1854. 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1C 

12 

1855. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

l 

- 

- 

- 

4 

0 

10 

1856. 

CLONMEL. 

o 

•1 

4 

1852. 

* 

. 

1 

_ 

4 

1853. 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1854. 

-1 

. 

n 

2 

1 

3 

7 

S 

1C 

1855. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

l 

1 

- 

1 

5 

1 

1850. 

CORK. 

11 

3 

3 

7 

3 

4 

3 

5 

3 

3 

4 

3 

7 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

4 

6 

2 

41 

25 

34 

25 

75 

60 

1852. 

1853. 

2 

1C 

i; 

1854. 

- 

2 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

: 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_a 

3 

2 

19 

17 

9 

36 

20 

1855. 

1856. 

KILLARNEY. 

1852, 

_ 

] 

i 

1853. 

“ 

— 

“ 

“ 

* 

“ 

1 

1 

0 

i 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

( 

1850. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

6 

IB 

1850. 

i KILKENNY. 

1 

2 

1 

: 

1852. 

— 

o 

: 

2 

11  1853. 

— 

. 

] 

1 

1854. 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1805. 

_ 

1 

1856. 

_ 













•)•  Epidemic  cholera  prevailed. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  19. — Table  of  Admissions,  Discharges,  and  Deaths  during  a period  of  Five  Years,  or 


Districts  amt  Years. 


1S50,  . 

LONDONDERRY. 

1852,  . 

1853, 

1804, 

1855, 

1850, 

MARYBOROUGH. 

1852,  . 

1853,  . 

1854,  . 

1855,  . 

1856,  . 

MULLINGAR. 
1855,  . 

1850,  . 

OMAGH. 

1853,  . 

1854,  . 

1855,  . 

1850,  . 

RICHMOND. 

1852,  . 

1853,  , . 

1854,  . 

1855,  . 

1850,  . 


SLIGO. 


WATERFORD. 
1852,  . 

1803, 

1854, 

1850, 

1850, 


J Numbers, 

. j 1st  January  in 

1 

Daily 
Average 
for  each 

L 

Discharged. 

Recovered. 

1 

Not  ^ 

j January. 

V. 

F. 

' TOT 

!m. 

r 

TOT 

I5[ 

F 

TOT.I  3t. 

r. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

T. 

16 

17 

: 33 

342 

; 2' 

57 

J 

1 

201 

1 

H 

_ 

_ 

17 

175  34 

305 

b: 

2 

3 

51 

0: 

14 

150!  20 

304 

-1? 

N: 

1 

3 

li 

1; 

15? 

mi;  31 

r.: 

105 

4- 

i 

U 

3: 

: 

1 

15 

looj  32 

389 

5.- 

8b 

8 

1 K 

3 

l: 

12 

80 

- 

- 

121 

lOS!  22C 

230 

4f 

79 

0. 

2; 

45 

122 

H(i|  83> 

210 

5t 

1- 

If 

2- 

5 

y: 

107 

851  11)2 

203 

4 

81 

1! 

1- 

331  2 

111- 

O 

211 

205 

3i 

4: 

8t 

2: 

18 

107 

0- 

j 19! 

202 

33 

4t 

87 

28 

2: 

51 

8 

13 

- 

- 

- 

08 

0- 

103 

192 

27 

97 

54 

15 

1 

29 

1 

, 

01. 

or 

19] 

187 

21 

2J 

17 

12 

01 

n; 

192 

191 

8t 

21 

11 

14 

21 

0. 

lot 

175 

28 

ir 

41 

! 

1( 

33 

■!  I 

07 

SO 

04 

147 

“ 

14 

44 

13 

10 

2b 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

111 

74 

70 

144 

o 

_! 

04 

(’U 

M 

157 

50 

49 

105 

ID 

18 

33 

1 

" 

J 

- 

" 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

SO 

SO 

100 

4 

7 

11 

0 

-| 

70 

100 

51 

94 

1- 

2J 

18 

17 

1 

83 

178 

188 

-10 

34 

74 

If 

15 

31 

11 

10 

01 

St 

180 

208 

50 

58 

111 

82 

13 

i!ti 

13 

13 

20 

1 

2 

153 

198 

351 

377 

20 

180 

240 

51 

23 

177 

237 

414 

123 

.20 

(ill 

189 

47 

3(1 

77 

3 2 

04 

4 

438 

.1(1 

18S 

-If 

21 

31 

18 

205 

151 

500 

01 

20 

•13 

29 

287 

504 

CIO 

98105 

803 

■18 

32 

74 

10 

S 

_ 

_ 

103 

_ 

U51 

s 

0 

17 

50 

198 

120-75 

33 

55: 

11 

" 

17 

4 

:i! 

1 

- 

1 

40 

oo 

115 

115 

24  i 

48 

10 

18 

:>* 

1 

, 

09 

125 

124 

21  i 

49j 

Li 

20 

31) 

50 

(Hi 

125 

188 

841 

35 

- 

OKI 

on 

128 

189 

IS1 

-13: 

30 



.1 

187 

129 

20  21 

411 

IS 

38 

l! 

J. 

4 

1 

Monthly  Return 


* 31  males  ami  30  female;  sent  to  Omagh. 
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such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  has  been  open,  in  each  of  the  District  Asylums — continued. 


June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Total. 

a. 

F. 

T. 

F. 

T. 

v. 

T. 

V. 

T. 

M. 

V. 

T. 

«r. 

r. 

T. 

IT. 

F. 

M. 

». 

T. 

sr. 

F. 

TOT. 

LIMERICK. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

I 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1S52. 

- 

] 

1 

1 

1 

15 

1803. 

i 

_ 

1 

I 

- 

4 

12 

3854. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1!) 

1805. 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

2 

- 

3 

1 

- 

i 

1 

Jl 

7 

18 

1S5(>. 

LONDONDERRY. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

10 

18 

1802. 

| 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

r 

1803. 

i 

! 

i 

1 

i 

3 

8 

14 

1804. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

i 

1 

l 

1!) 

10 

20 

1855. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

a 

- 

- 

- 

3 

10 

13 

185b. 

MARYBOROUGH. 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

: 

1 

i 

i 

n 

x 

13 

13 

2fi 

1802. 

1 

i 

l 

11 

23 

1803. 

' 

l 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

11 

0 

211 

1854. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

a 

1805. 

1 

i 

a 

a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

7 

2 

» 

1856. 

MULLINGAR. 

i 

1800. 

1 

1 

a 

a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

1 

7 

14 

1SOO. 

OMAGH. 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1853. 

i 

(i 

14 

1834. 

; 

i 

1 

!l 

14 

1855. 

I 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i - 

1 

l 

1 

i 

2 

l 

0 

2 

i 

> 

1(1 

1856. 

! 

RICHMOND. 

1 

4 

_ 

4 

_ 

E 

3 

2! 

10 

38 

1852. 

_ 

*. 

i 

3 

4 

2: 

V. 

3b 

] 

a - 

_ 

: 

u 

fit 

3 

1 

- 

2> 

2? 

5! 

1854. 

1 

v 

_ 

I 

I 

at 

7 

2 

li  3 

- 

2 

3* 

25 

u; 

1850. 

SLIGO. 

- 

i 

: 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

: 

] 

li 

1850. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

J 

- 

WATERFORD. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1853. 

1 

■ 

1 

1803. 

J 

_ 

_ 

■ 

1804. 

1 

_ 

_ 

■ 

1855. 

- 

" 

- 

" 

- 

_ 

1850. 

and  Deaths,  in  the  several  District  Asylums  during  the  Five  Years. 
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No.  21 — Returns  showing  Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  a period  of  Five  Years,  or  such 
shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  has  been  open,  in  each  of  the  District  Asylums. 


Causes  of  Deatli. 


ARMAGH  ASYLUM. 
Scrofula, 

Marasmus, 

Dropsy, 

Paralysis, 

Consumption, 

Fever 


Dysentery, 

Apoplexy, 


Continued  Excitement, 
Epilepsy, 

Inflammation  of  Lungs, 
Exhaustion,  . 

Not  known,  . 


Total, 


BALLINASLOE  ASYLUM. 
Bronchitis  with  Anasarca, 
Meningitis, 

Phthisis, 

Atrophy, 

Haemoptysis,  . 

Apoplexy, 

Marasmus, 

Maniacal  Exhaustion, 

Suicide, 

General  Debility, 

Epilepsy, 

Diarrhoea, 

Anthrax  and  Exhaustion, 
Scrofula  and  Exhaustion, 

Scrofula  and  Phthisis, 

Abscess  on  Brain, 

Ill-treatment, 

Palsy,  Maniacal  Excitement, 
Dysentery  and  Marasmus, 
Dysentery  and  Anasarca, 
Epilepsy  and  Scrofula, 

Disease  of  Bladder,  . 
Hydrothorax, 

Serous  Apoplexy, 

Fever, 

Dropsy, 

Pneumonia,  . 

Unknown, 


BELFAST  ASYLUM. 
Epilepsy, 

Phthisis, 

Maniacal  Exhaustion, 
Paralysis, 

Apoplexy, 

Cerebral  Disease, 

Dysentery,  Diarrhoea, 

General  Debility, 

Spinal  Disease, 

Disease  of  the  Heart, 

Jaundice, 

Dropsy, 

Epidemic  Cholera, 

Disease  of  Liver, 

Scrofulous  Ulcerations, 

Lumbar  Abscess, 

Suicide, 

Chronic  Rheumatism, 
Marasmus, 


CARLOW  ASYLUM. 
Phthisis  Pulraonalis, 

Disease  of  Heart, 

Maniacal  Exhaustion, 
Pneumonia,  . 

.Apoplexy,-  . 

Bright's  Kidney, 

Dysentery, 

Marasmus, 

Paralysis, 


• Epilepsy. 


19  10  j 


.ulepsy, 

Pulmonary  Apoplexy, 
Hoematemesis, 
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lvf0  21. Returns  showing  Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  a period  of  Five  Years,  &c continued. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

185G. 

CLONMEL  ASYLUM. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

*• 

TOT. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

91. 

F. 

TOT. 

31. 

*• 

TOT. 

Phthisis, 

1 

3 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Exhaustion,  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

— 

— 

Epileptic  Exhaustion, 

o 

l 

3 

" 

7 

7 

2 

3 

3 

7 

z 

; 

Paralysis  with  Epilepsy, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Olil  age. 

Epilepsy, 

- 

- 

Scrofulous  Sores, 

- 

Apoplexy, 

" 

- 

" 

“ 

“ 

_ 

■ 

- 

~ 

“ 

“ 

- 

1 

Total, 

* 

8 ! 1 

4 

5 

3 

■* 

7 

7 

3 

10 

5 

1 | 6 

COlUC  ASYLUM. 

Abscessus  Bracliialis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Abscessus  Cruris, 

1 

Abscessus  Fistulosus, 

Anasarca  Generalis,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Apoplexia  Epileptics., 
Idem  e Paralysis,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Idem  Simplex, 

— 

Ascites  Keptica, 

Idem  Splenica, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Asthma  Epileptics,  . 

Bronchitis  Acutus,  . 

- 

Idem  Apoplexia,  . 
Idem  Asthma, 

- 

“ 

I 

7 

1 

I 

I 

_ 

~ 

: 

: 

: 

: 

I 

Idem  Chronicus.  . 

Idem  et  Mollities  Cerebri, 

Idem  6 Scorbuto,  . 

- 

- 

Cancer  Uteri, 

- 

- 

Coma  Epileptica, 

- 

Carcinoma  Glandular, 
Catarrhus  Chronicus, 

“ 

I 

“ 

I 

7 

1 

I 

2 

: 

l_ 

Idem  Paralysis, 

- 

- 

Idem  Senilis, 

Debilitas  Mania  E 8ectus, 
Diarrhoea  Chronica,  . 

1 

3 

3 

~ 

I 

: 

: 

!_ 

i 

2 

_ 

: 

Idem  Colliquat, 

1 

- 

Idem  i Scorbuto,  . 

Dysenteria  Chronica, 

10 

- 

Idem  e Scorbuto,  . 

Dysphagia  Maniacorum, 

— 

- 

~ 

Enteritis  Acutus, 
Febris  Attaxia, 

* 

l 

: 

: 

: 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

I 

Gangreua  Pulmonum, 
Hepatitis  Chronica,  . 

“ 

I 

1 

1 

1 

: 

7 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Homotysis  Simplex,  . 

~ 

“ 

0 

i-1 

: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inanitio  Maniacalis,  . 

Injuria  et  Inanitio,  . 

— 

1 

Mania  Cataleptica,  . 

Mania  Phrenitica, 

Mollities  Cerebri, 

1 

Palpitatio  Cordis, 

Paralysis  Chronicus  i Bronc 

itis, 

Idem  Epileptica,  . 

1 

- 

Idem  e Oduna, 

Idem  Maniacorum, 

1 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis, 

14 

Idem  et  Morbipectica, 

: 

“ 

: 

3 

2 

s 

1 

1 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  Chronica, 

- 

- 

— 

Pericarditis  Chronica, 

Prolapsus  Uteri,  . . 

— 

- 

j 

Scorbutus  Terrest, 
Huptura  Cordis, 

i 

: 

: 

: 

1 

I 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ulceratio  Serofulosa, 

- 

- 

- 

Total, 

41 

84 

75 

25 

25 

50 

7 

10 

17 

17 

36 

17 

9 

26 

KILLAB.NEY  ASYLUM. 

Apoplexy, 

Epilepsy, 

: 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inflammation  of  Brain, 

: 

I 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

“ 

* 

: 

: 

Diarrhoea, 

■ - 

- 

- 

1 

* 

1 

Dysentery, 

i 

I 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

1 

i 

Marasmus, 

Maniacal  Exhaustion, 

i 

” 

1 

I 

: 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

2 

' 4 

: 

1 

1 1 

Gradual  Decay, 

: 

Old  Age, 

Effusion  in  Chest  (Heart  Disease), 

1 1 

Strangulation  (Suicide), 
Effusion  in  the  Head, 

1 : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

t 1 

- 

1 

1 

Total, 

F 

1 

- 

3 

1 

F 

F 

8 

F 

Jj 

1 5i  ni 

J_ 

’I  15 
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No.  21. — Returns  showing  Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  a period  of  Five  Years,  &c. — cow. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1853. 

1354. 

1855. 

1850 

KILKENNY  ASYLUM. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

Apoplexy,  .... 

1 

1 

! 

- 

] 

1 

- 

Dysentery,  .... 

3 

2 

5 

1 

] 

Caries,  vortebrarum. 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Epileptic  Convulsions, 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

9 

Marasmus,  . 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Phthisis,  . 

1 

1 

4 

q 

q 

Bronchitis.  .... 

1 

Paralysis  dos  Alii  m's, 

• - 

General  failure  ol  Vital  Powers, 

- 

_ 

Chronic  Disease  of  Stomach, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Typhoid  Erysipelas  of  Head. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

General  Dropsy, 

! - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total. 

1 

■ 

2 

0 

11 

5 

7 

« 

1 

7 1 8 

LIMERICK  ASYLUM. 

Exhaustion  from  Debility  aud  Decline 

j 

4 

Marasmus,  . 

■> 

o 

4 

2 

Consumption, 

i 

2 

3 

_ 

4 

4 

_ 

I 

9 

9 

Apoplexy,  . 

1 

2 

_ 

o 

_ 

2 

2 

Exhaustion  from  Epilepsy,  . 

_ 

2 

2 

Paralysis,  .... 

1 

Decline,  . 

Suicide,  .... 

Cholera,  . . . . 

2 

Chest  Affection, 

2 

Scrofula,  . . . . 

Disease  of  Lungs, 

_ 

2 

Dropsy,  . . . . 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

Secondary  Symptoms, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Disease  of  Kidneys,  . 
Hmmoptysis,  . 

: 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Congestion  of  Brain,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

... 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Total, 

4 

4 

8 

7 

8 

15 

8 

4 

,3 

8 

19 

» 

18 

LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM. 

Phthisis, 

9 

] 

Marasmus, 

Apoplexy, 

Paralysis, 

2 

q 

j 

2 

Dysentery, 

2 

i 

7 

1 

, 

. 

Scrofula, 

2 

I 

f * 

" 

~ 

Dropsy, 

_ 

1 

a 

i 

j 

1 

Epilepsy, 

Natural  Decay, 

_ 

Eever,  with  Empyema, 
Softening  of  the  Brain, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Disease  of  the  Heart, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

" 

- 

1 

! 

Total, 

8 

in 

18 

8 

8 

17 

8 

14 

19 

10 

29 

3 

10 

13 

MARYBOROUGH  ASYLUM. 

Abscess,  .... 

Apoplexy, 

1 

“ 

“ 

“ 

Bronchitis, 

- 

Cancer, 

, 

Consumption, 

9 

Convulsions,  . 

Debility  and  Marasmus, 

2 

J 

. 

. 

* 

- 

* 

Dropsy, 

1 

_ 

1 

“ 

” 

Dysentery, 

5 

2 

. 

. 

Epilepsy, 

j 

1 

* 

- 

* 

Gangrene, 

j 

, 

, 

“ 

“ 

- 

1 

Paralysis, 

_ 

* 

~ 

- 

Peripneumony, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Total, 

.3 

.3 

38 

13 

23 

“ 

*> 

20 

5 

3 

7 

7 

2 

9 

MULLINGAR  ASYLUM. 

Phlegm  Erysipelas,  . 

General  Paralysis, 

Diarrhosa, 

- 

Do. , with  Softening  of  Brain, 

2 

Do.,  with  Mauiacal  Irritation,  . 

— 

Disease,  r 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fever, 

Maniacal  Exhaustion,  with  Softening  ’) 

_ 

— 

1 

of  Brain,  . . j" 

Epilepsy,  with  Softening  of  Brain,  . 

_ 

Large  Abscesses  over  Body,  . 

~ 

- 

- 

-1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 



„ 





_1 

" 

7 

1 
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No.  21. — Returns  showing  Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  a period  of  Five  Years,  &c. — continued. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1352, 

1853 

1854. 

1855. 

185 

OMAGII  ASYLUM. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

SI. 

F. 

TOT. 

SI. 

F. 

TOT 

SI. 

F. 

General  Dropsy, 

_ 

j 

Exhaustion,  . 
Aneurism  of  Aorta,  . 

: 

~ 

1 

- 

1 

: 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

General  Paralysis,  . 

1 

1 

Phthisis, 

Scrofulous  Disease,  . 
Cancer, 

i 

“ 

1 

1 

T 

4 

3 

3 

Apoplexy, 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Mania, 

I 

2 

Dysentery, 

Pcetca  Abscess  of  Lung, 
Mortification, 

Organic  Disease  of  Brain,  . 

I 

I 

: 

; 

I 

; 

: 

; 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  of  Hem],  . 

J 

Epileptic  Convulsions, 

~ 

“ 

~ 

- 

" 

1 

- 

I 

- 

" 

- 

- 

Total, 

" 

3 

1 

4 

8 

14 

5 

9 

14 

9 

7 

16 

RICHMOND  ASYLUM. 

Apoplexy,  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Exhaustion  after  Acute  Mania, 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

Paralysis,  . . . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

5 

_ 

3 

5 

0 

7 

Epilepsy,  . . • 

Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Brain 

— 

— 

] 

1 

_ 

and  its  Membranes, 

” 

“ 

— 

1 

Phthisis,  . 

4 

5 

9 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Bronchitis,  . . . . 

1 

3 

Pneumonia,  . . . . 

2 

1 

Pleuritis,  . . . . 

3 

2 

2 

Pulmonary  Apoplexy, 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Hcemoptysis, 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Heart, 

1 

1 

i 

Hydrathorax, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

j 

Hepatitis,  . . . . 

1 

1 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Liver, 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  . 

Organic  Disease  of  the  Stomach, 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Dysentery,  . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea,  . . . . 

2 

Ulceration  of  Intestines, 

Cholera,  . 

13 

17 

General  Dropsy, 

I 

Organic  Disease  of  Uterus,  , 

1 

Disease  of  the  Bladder, 

Erysipelas,  . 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Scrofula,  and  Disease  of  the  Bones,  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

General  debility  and  exhaustion, 

10 

4 

Suffocation  from  food  in  the  Windpipe 

1 

Purpura  Haemorrhagtch, 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever, 

) 

Aneurism,  .... 

1 

Bed  Sores,  existing  on  admission, 

Sloughing  Ulcer, 

1 

1 

Suicide,  .... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

" 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Total, 

23 

15 

38 

24 

1S 

3G 

28 

25 

53 

32 

20 

52 

33 

25 

63 

SLIGO  ASYLUM. 

Disease  of  Brain,  with  Paralysis, 

I 

1 

Disease  of  Brain, 

1 

1 

General  Porilonitis  from  Rupture  of  Bladder, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Dysentery, 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

X 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Consumption, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

_ 

Exhaustion,  .... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Epileptic  Convulsions, 

Scrofulous  Peritonitis, 

1 

English  Cholera, 

1 

Pulmonary  Congestion,  and  Disease  of  Brain, . 

1 

Exhaustion  after  Dysentery, 

1 

— 

1 

Delirium  Tremens,  and  Exhaustion, 
Pleuro-Pneumonia,  and  Gangrenous  1 
Abscess  of  Lung,  . j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

3 

10 

6 

2 

8 

WATERFORD  ASYLUM. 

Marasmus,  .... 

3 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Paralysis,  .... 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis,  .... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

l 

— 

1 

. 1 

Dysentery,  .... 

I 

_ 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

Apoplexy,  .... 

• _ 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Epilepsy,  .... 

1 

1 

Dropsy  on  the  Chest, 

Paralysis,  with  Ulceration  of  the  | 
Larynx,  . . j 

English  Cholera, 

" 

~ 

“ 

1 

1 

~ 

~ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total, 

4 

5 

9 

5 

4 

9 

3 

4 

7 

4 

4 

8 

3 

5 

8 

k l 
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t LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 

No.  22. — Abstract  of  the  Daily  Arrangements  for  Patients,  in  the  several  District  Asylums. 


Asylums. 

Ho 

Ri 

ur  of 
ing. 

Brcakfas 

D 

T 

me" 

j Hour  of 
! tTltost. 

j 

]_ 

h 

i * 
i J 

j 

j 

J 

j 

j 

Armagh, . 

7 

8 

8 

” 

*7 

Bailinasloc, 

r 

G 

9 

S 

» 

1 

5? 

G 

7- 

81 

Belfast,  . 

0&7 

f 

9 

9 

2 

3 

G 

7 

7 

• 

Carlow,  . 

8 

G 

9 

8 

2 

1 

G 

6 

8 

8 

Clonmel, . 

6 

8} 

81 

3 

3 

G 

3 

7 

Cork, 

» 

6 

9 

8 

2 

' 

G 

81 

Killamcy, 

6J 

6 

81 

8 

3 

2 

GJ 

7 

7 

8 

Kilkenny, 

7 

6 

9 

8 

3 

' 

61 

G 

81 

8J 

Limerick, 

y 

7 

9 

9 

, 

G 

6 

7-8 

7-8 

Londonderry,  . 

7 

6 

Hi 

8.J 

H 

n 

G 

G 

7-8 

7-8 

Maryborough, . 

7 

G 

3 

r 

3 

I 

5$ 

6 

- 

8 

Mullingar, 

7 

6 

9 

8 

■ 

5* 

G 

7 

8 

Omagh,  . 

7 

6 

. 

8 

2 

1 

7 

1 

8-9 

8-9 

Richmond, 

* 

G 

Si 

8 

3 

3 

G 

G 

7 

8 

Sligo, 

7 

G 

9 

8 

2 

1 

6 

G 

7 

8 

Waterford, 

7 

6 

9 

8' 

2 

1 

51 

6 

r 

6i 

Arrangements  for  Exercise  au«l  Recreati 


Male  patients,  unfit  for  outdoor  work,  walk  one  or  two  hours 
in  the  grounds,  in  charge  of  keeper,  every  fine  morning- 
female  patients  similarly,  in  the  evenings.  There  is  a ball- 
court.  also  draughts  and  cards,  periodicals,  and  the  women 
have  occasional  tea-parties. 

Hours  of  occupation  and  exercise,  in  summer,  from  7 a.m.  till 
a quarter  to  (!  p.m.,  except  1 J hour  at  dinner-time.  Winter, 
lo  a.m.  to  .r>  p.m.,  except  H hour  at  dinner-time.  Singing, 
dancing,  ball-playing,  reading,  backgammon,  draughts. 
Work  in  grounds  during  the  (lay  ; walk,  if  unfit  for  work,  an 
hour  after  breakfast  and  dinner ; in  iutervnls  have  access  to 
airing-courts.  Dancing,  music,  light  reading;  also  an  enter- 
tainment at  Halloween. 

Walk  in  grounds  frequently ; those  fit  for  it  are  employed  on 
garden,  land.  &c.,  about  six  hours  daily;  the  others  assist  in 
Cleaning  the  house  and  yards,  pumping  water.  &c. ; females 
sew,  wash,  spin,  and  knit.  Some  play  on  the  fiddle,  others 
dance,  play  ball,  and  read  books  or  papers  when  they  can 
get  them. 

Strong  malc-s  work  on  lands  about  Gi  hours  daily ; females  em- 
ployed in  domestic  duties.  The  weakly  are  exercised  walking 
an  hour  or  so  in  the  mornings;  females  according  to  weather 
and  circumstances.  Two  ball-courts,  a small  library,  some 
periodicals.  Nearly  all  inmates  of  the  labouring  class. 

Most  of  the  males  are  employed  working  in  grounds  in  intervals 
between  meals;  those  unfit,  exercise  in  grounds  and  airing- 
courts  ; females  also  weed,  &e. ; within  dnors,  the  women 
occupied  at  knitting,  needlework,  and  embroidery  ; draughts, 
occasional  reading  for  those  who  enjoy  it.  A ball-court  is 
much  wanted. 

Healthy  males  work  on  farm  from  f»  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  in  summer  • 
from  9-30  to  4-30  in  winter;  with  1>  hour  interval  at  dinner- 
time: except  ten  men,  rc  iuired  to  work  the  pump,  in  relays, 
for  at  least  six  hours— other  males  on  the  grounds  during 
these  hours;  the  females  take  outdoor  exercise,  generally 
after  dinner  in  summer,  before  dinner  in  winter. 

Males  employed  at  garden,  pump,  or  house  work,  from  7 to 
8 A.M.  in  summer,  8 to  9 in  winter;  after  breakfast,  forty 
minutes  recreation;  after  dinner  the  like  time;  the  rest  of 
the  time  till  supper  divided  between  work  and  walking  exer- 
cise ; recreation  (rom  supper  to  bed-time.  Female  patients 
employed  at  laundry ; farm  or  house  work  accord  hi"-  to  cir- 
cumstances, varied  with  walking  exercise  and  recroafion. 
atients  exercise  in  the  airing  grounds;  recreation,  reading, 
instrumental  music,  bnll-plaving,  cards. 

Farm  and  house  work.  The  females  walk  in  the  grounds 
before  dinner,  dance,  or  amuse  themselves  in  the  yards  in 
the  fine  evenings,  and  in  the  day-rooms  in  wet  or  unpleasant 
weather. 

Male  patients  take  walking  exercise  from  2 to  4 p.m.  dailv 
weather  permitting ; female  patients,  in  like  manner,  from 

Many  patients  of  both  sexes  usefully  employed ; recreation 
from  10  a.m.  to  dinner  hour,  aud  from  3 p.m.  to  4 in  winter 
and  5 in  summer. 

Males  and  females  employed,  according  to  capacity,  health, 
Sic.,  out  of  doors,  or  at  trades,  or  needlework,  or  house 
cleaning,  &c.  In  bad  weather  the  men  break  stones,  bones, 
&c.  Recreation  in  walking  the  open  grounds  or  airing  courts, 
occasional  dancing  in  evening,  books,  and  cards.  Resident 
physician  regrets  the  want  of  a ball-court. 

A large  space  for  exercise.  Males  generally  employed  in 
grounds,  and  cultivate  vegetables  for  800  persons,  who  re- 
ceive them  six  days  a-week.  Females  chiefly  employed  clean- 
ing the  house,  washing,  carrying  food  to  divisions,  knitting, 
sewing,  &c.  ; some  attend  school  and  learn  fancy-work! 
Recreation — Ball  playing,  cards,  books,  &c. ; music  and 
dancing  once  a-week. 

Patients  employed  at  suitable  work.  Walk  about  grounds  in 
fine  weather,  morning  and  evening;  there  is  a ball-court 
which  they  use,  and  they  have  a string  band,  books,  and 
newspapers.  The  musical  entertainments  are  attended  by 

Males  employed  at  agriculture  and  handicrafts;  females  at 
spinning,  needlework,  washing,  house  cleaning,  Arc.  Recrea- 
tion-draughts, reading,  music,  and  walking  in  grounds, 
yards,  and  day-rooms ; also  a ball-alley. 
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-List  of  Governors  of  tlic  several  District  Asylums,  with  Dates  of  their  Appointments  and, 
Attendances  at  Board  Meetings,  during  the  Years  1854,  1855,  and  1856. 


Number  of 


Meetings 

attended. 


Appointment. 


ARMAGH  ASYLUM. 
The  Primate, 

Rev  James  Jones, 

William  Baton,  Esq. 

George  Robinson,  Esq.  . 

Rev.  A.  Irwin, 

Thomas  Dobbin,  Esq. 

Maxwell  Cross,  Esq. 

Most  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  . 

Loril  Rossmore,  . 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  MacNally, 

R.  H.  Dolling,  Esq. 

William  Foster.  Esq. 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

Sir  J.  M Stronge, 

Right  Hon.  K.  Lucas, 

Earl  of  Gosford.  . 

Hon  J.  P.  Maxwell, 

Sir  William  Vomer,  Bart. 

E.  P.  Shirley,  Esq. 

C.  P.  Leslie,  Esq. 

Sir  Joint  Young,  Bart.  . 

James  Lynch,  Esq. 

BALLINASLOE  ASYLUM. 
Earl  of  Clancarty, 

Hon.  M.  Kfreneh, 

Francis  O'Beirne,  Esq.  . 

John  Browne,  Esq. 

Sir  Samuel  O’Mally, 

Lord  Crofton,  . 

W.  R.  Wills,  Esq. 

William  Plnbbs,  Esq. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Caulfield,  . 
Edward  Mitchol,  Esq. 

Lord  Clonbroek,  . 

Robert  Trench.  Esq. 

W.  Lawrence,  Esq. 

Lord  Ashtown,  . 

Hon.  R.  Le  J’oer  Trench, 

D.  H.  Kellv,  Esq. 

P.  Blake,  Esq. 

C.  Filgatc,  Esq.  . 

J.  B.-ll,  Esq. 

II.  J.  Gascovne,  Esq. 

C.  O Kel  y,  Esq.  . 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Derrv,  . 

G.  H.  D.  Kirkaldy,  Esq. 

C.  D.  Bellow,  Esq 

Andrew  Browne,  Esq.  . . 

Sir  T.  N.  Rcdington, 

John  Darcy,  Esq. 

II.  T.  Potts,  Esq. 

Guy  Lloyd,  Esq. 

J.  W.  Flanagan,  Esq. 

Sir  R.  O’Donnel,  Bart.  . 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ousely  Higgins, 
Charles  Stiicklnnd,  Esq. 

A.  O'Flalierty,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 
John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

BELFAST  ASYLUM. 
Marquis  of  Donegal, 

Mayor  of  Belfast, 

Rev.  Thomas  Hi  neks, 

Sir  Robert  Bateson, 

William  M'Citnce,  Esq. 

R.  J.  Tennent,  Esq. 

John  Sinclaire,  Esq. 

Edward  Bruce,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Right  Rev.  Bishop  Denvir, 

Rev.  John  Edgar, 

Rev.  H.  Montgomery,  . 

Very  Rev.  Dean  Stannus, 

Rev.  Henry  Cooke, 

R.  B.  B.  Houston,  Esq.,  D.L. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Monsol, 

C.  B.  Gritnshaw,  Esq.  . 

JohnClirkc.  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Marquis  of  Downshire,  . 

Robert  Gordon,  Esq.,  s.i>. 

Robert  Batt,  Esq.,  D.L.  . 

Major  Crawford,  j.p. 

Bishop  of  Down,  &c. 


Armagh, 


Armagh, 


Near  Armagh, 
Armagh, 
Monaghan,  . 


Monaghan, 


Clones, 

Dublin, 

Castloshanc, 
Market  Hill, 
Cavan, 
Church  Hill, 


Dublin, 

Armagh, 

Monaghan 

Armagh, 

Cavan, 

Armagh, 

Monaghan 

do. 


Galway, 

do. 

Leitrim, 

Mayo, 


Garhally, 

Ballinamorc  Park, 
Jamestown  Lodge, 

Ivilboyne  House,  Castlebar, 
Moatc  Park,  . 

Abroad, 

Seafh'lil, 

Bloomfield,  . 

Castlest  range, 

Clonbroek, 

Monivea, 

Belview, 

Woodlawn,  . 

Ballinaslue,  . 

Castlekelly,  . 
Gortnamona,  , 

Aliaseragh,  . 

Ardearne,  Ballinasloe, 
Maekney.  do. 

Gallagh,  Tuam, 

Cartron,  Loughrea,  . 
Heronsbrook,  Killimor, 
Mount  Bellow, 

Abroad, 

Kilcornan,  Claren  Bridge, 
Not  fixed. 

Corrocii,  Ballinasloe, 
Croghan,  Boyle, 

Drumdoe,  do. 

Newport  House, 
Gleneorribb,  . 
Loughglynn,  . 

Knockbaue,  . 

Dublin, 


Roscommon, 


Sligo, 

Westmeath, 
Roscommon, 
Galway,  . 


do. 

15  Aug.  1844, 
13  Sept.  1847, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

16  Sept.  1852, 
12  Feb.  1855, 

do. 

10  Dec.  1855, 
do. 

23  Feb.  J.8S6, 
do. 
do. 

4 July,  1956, 
i 1 May,  1852, 
do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Roscommor 
Galway,  . 


do. 

Galway, 


March,  1829, 


.Antrim, 

do. 

do. 

Antrim, 

do. 


London, 

Belfast, 
Derrykeighan, 
Belvoir  Park, 
Suffolk,  Belfast, 
Belfast. 

Falls,  Belfast, 


June,  1829, 
January,  1836, 
do. 

October,  1836, 
do. 


(left  the  district.) 
Antrim,  . 


Belfast, 

do. 

Duntnurry,  . 
Lisburn, 

Belfast, 
Orangefield,  . 
England, 

Belfast, 

do. 

Hillsborough, 
Florida  Manor, 

I Purdy’s  Burn, 
Crawford’s  Burn, 
Holywood, 


Antrim,  . 

(left  the  district.) 
Antrim,  . 


July,  1842,  j 

October,  1846, 
Sept.,  1847, 
Nov.,  1847, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

April,  1850, 


Down, 
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BELFAST  ASYLUM — continued. 
William  Dunville,  Esq.  . 

Her.  T.  F.  .Miller, 

Inspectors  of  Asylums,  . 

A.  J.  Manory,  Esq. 

Lord  Dufferin, 

Thomas  M'CLure, 


CARLOW  ASYLUM. 
Sir  Thomas  Butler,  Bart. 

Samuel  Haughton,  Esq.  . 

Pi  Is  worth  Whelan,  Esq.  . 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Downes, 

Rev.  John  Bonham, 

George  Evans,  Esq., 

Rev.  James  Maher, 

Robert  Cassidy,  Esq. 

Horace  Rochfort,  Esq.  . 

Thomas  Braddell,  Esq.  . 

Robert  C.  Brown,  Esq.  . 

Sir  James  Power,  Bart.  . 

Patrick  W.  Redmond,  Esq. 

Charles  A.  Walker,  Esq. 

Very  Rev.  T.  T.  Taylor,  d.i 
John  Nolan,  Esq. 

Hugh  Blackny,  Esq. 

William  F.  Burtou,  Esq. 

The  Marquis  of  Kildare, 

Henry  Bruen,  Esq. 

Right  Rev.  James  Walsh, 

William  Duckett,  Esq.  . 

Philip  T.  Newton,  Esq.  . 

The  Earl  of  Courtown,  . 

Colonel  R.  Owen, 

John  H.  Nangle,  Esq. 

Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Esq. 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 
John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

CLONMEL  ASYLUM. 
Lord  Lismore,  Lord  Lieutenant, 

Earl  Glengall,  v.l.  ' 

Earl  Hawarden,  d.l. 

Earl  Gough,  d.l. 

John  Bagwell,  Esq.,  d.l. 

Stephen  Moore,  Esq.,  d.l. 

William  Perry,  Esq.,  d.l. 

S.  W.  Barton,  Esq.,  d.l. 

George  Ryan,  Esq.,  d.l. 

R.  B.  H.  Lowe,  Esq.,  d.l. 

Rev.  Walter  Giles, 

Rev.  Dr.  Burke,  . 

Rev.  John  Baldwin, 

S.  O’Maher,  Esq.,  d.l.  . 

Denis  Phelan,  Esq. 

Lord  Dunally,  d.l. 

C.  Bianconi,  Esq., 

Edward  Phelan,  Esq.,  m.d. 

James  Scully,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pelliser, 

Colonel  Phipps,  j.p. 

W.  H.  Riall,  Esq.,  J.p.  . 

Rev.  I.  Dill, 

Earl  of  Donoughmore,  d.l. 

Thomas  Lalor,  Esq.,  Dm. 

R.  Osborne,  Esq.  d.l. 

Joseph  Grubb,  Esq. 

Joseph  Kenny,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.d..  Inspector, 
John  Nugent,  Esq.,  h.d..  Inspector, 

CORK  ASYLUM. 

Earl  of  Bandon,  d.l. 

Earl  of  Mountcashel,  D.L. 

Earl  of  Bantry,  d.l. 

Honourable  H.  H.  W.  Hedges,  d.l. 
Sir  C.  D.  O.  J.  Norreys,  Bart.,  d.l. 
Lord  Viscount  Doneraile,  d.l.  . 
General  Burke,  j.p. 

Thomas  G.  French,  j.p. 

Garret  S.  Barry,  d.l. 

William  Coppinger, 

Thomas  S.  Coppinger,  j.p. 

Horatio  Townsend,  d.l.  . 

Captain  Westropp,  j.p  . 

Cooper  Penrose,  . 

F.  B.  Beamish,  d.l.,  m.p. 

Edward  D.  Freeman,  d.l. 

Richard  Tonson  Rye,  j.p. 


Dublin, 

Belfast, 

Clandeboge, 

Belfast, 


Ballintemple, 
Carlow, 
Maryborough, 
Birt,  . 
Baliintaggar 
Not  known, 
Carlow, 
Monasterevan, 
Clogrennan, 
Coolmelagh, 
Brown's  Hill, 
Edermine, 

Dublin, 

Tykillen  House, 
Maryborough, 
Kyibaliyhue,  . 
Ballyellcn,  . 
Burton  Hall,  . 
Kilkca  Castle, 

Oak  Park, 
Braganza, 
Russelstown  Park, 
Dunleclcney,  . 
Courtown, 
Marlfiehl, 
Garrisker, 
Geraldine, 

Dublin, 

do. 


Clogheen, 

London, 

Cashel, 

Dublin, 

Clonmel, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Templemore, 

Cashel. 

Cahir  Vicarage, 

St.  Peter’s,  Clonmel, 
St.  Mary’s,,  do. 
Cahir, 

Dublin, 

Nenngh, 

Cashel, 

Clonmel, 

Tipperary, 

Rectory,  Clonmel, 
Clonmel, 
do. 
do. 


Carrick-on-Smr, 

Clonmel, 


Castle  Bernard,  Bandon, 
Moore  Park,  Kilworth, 
Bantry  House, 

Macroom  Castle, 

■ Mallow  Castle, 

| Doneraile  House, 

Caxrigaline,  . 

Marino,  Passage, 

I Lemlora,  Middleton, 
Barry’s  Court,  Middleton, 
' Middleton, 

Woodside,  Blarney, 
Monkstown,  . 

■ Woodhill,  Cork, 

| Cork,  . 

Castle  Cor,  Mallow, 
Crookstown,  . 


Dublin, 

Antrim, 

Down, 

Antrim, 


do. 

Not  known, 

Carlow, 

Kildare, 

Carlow, 

Wexford, 

Wexford, 


May,  1851, 
Dec.,  1851, 
April,  1652, 
June,  1852, 


21  July,  1831, : 

13  Aug.  1636, 
2 Nov.  1837, 
20  Aug.  1839, 
5 May,  1813, 
24  April,  1815 
15  Feb.  1847, 
do. 
do. 
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No.  23.  List  of  Governors  of  the  several  District  Asylums,  &c. — continued. 


Residence. 

County. 

1 

| Date 

| Appointment 
1 

j Number  of 
Meetings 
j attended. 

j 1854.  185, 

j 1 856. 

CORK  ASYLUM— co 

it  innc  tl. 

! 

1 

1 

William  Fagan,  d.l.,  m.p. 

Feltrim,  Cork, 

James  Murphy,  j.i\ 

Blackrock,  Cork, 

James  Morrogh,  j.p. 

, 

Richard  Dowden.  (R.)  . 

Rathlee,  Cork, 

Jeremiah  S.  Murphy,  j.p. 

Monkstown,  . 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Delany,  li.C.n. 

Blackrock,  Cork, 

The  Vow  Rev.  the  Arclideacon  of  Cork,  i.l.d. 

Thomas  Forsvth,  Recorder  of  Cork, 

Morrison’s  Quay, 

William  J.  Sliccby,  j.p.  , 

Captain  Atkins,  j.p. 

Carrigaline,  . 

D.  Leahy  Arthur,  j.p.  . 

Hyde  Park,  Cork, 

a 

; 

A.  F.  Roclic,  j.p. 

Ivinsaie, 

Tiie  Lovd  Bishop  of  Cork,  &c. 

Palace,  Cork, 

D.  W.  J.  Norrcvs.  j.p.  . 

Mallow  Castle, 

Francis  White.  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector,  . 

Dublin, 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

do.  . 

Saint  John  Jeffreys,  j.p. 

Blarney  and  Cork,  . 

Members  of  Parliament  for  Countv  ol  Cork, 

Dublin, 

Members  of  do.  for  City  of  Cork, 

Cork,  . 

Member  of  do.  for  Bandon, 

Member  of  do.  for  Kihsale, 

Member  of  do.  for  Mallow 

Mallow, 

Member  of  do.  for  Youghal, 

Dublin, 

Mayor  of  Citv  ot  Cork,  . 

Cork,  . 

High  Sheriff  of  Countv  of  Cork, 

Buttcvant, 

High  Sherili  of  City  ot  Cork, 

Cork,  . 

Honorable  Robert  Hare,  j.p. 

Bailyinore,  Queenstown, 

Nicholas  Duuscombc,  d.l. 

Mount  Desert,  Cork, . 

William  L.  Perrier,  j.p. 

Cork,  . 

Sir  Thomas  Tobin,  d.l.  . 

Ballincollig,  . 

S.  T.  W.  French,  j.p. 

Cuskinny,  Queenstown, 

R.  Goold  Adams,  j.p. 

Clovne, 

II.  W.  0 'Donovan,  j.p. 

Skibboreen,  . 

Benjamin  S.  Wood,  j.p. 

Sydncy-place,  Cork,  . 

do 

Robert  i).  Beamish,  j.p. 

William  R.  Meade,  j.p.  . 

Ballymartle,  Ivinsaie, 

do. 

do. 

1 

1 

3 

KILLARNEY  ASYLUM. 

The  Lord  Ventry, 

Dingle, 

2GApril,1852, 

Tiie  Viscount  Castlcrosse,  m.p. 

Ivillarney, 

Saint  John  Blacker,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Tarbert, 

do. 

James  F.  Bland,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Derryquin  Castle,  Kenmare, 

do. 

William  Crosbie,  Esq.,  d.l. 

Ardfert  Abbey,  Tralee, 

do. 

Richard  Chute,  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Blennerville,  Tralee, 

do. 

Stephen  Collis,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Tarbert, 

do. 

D.  C.  Coltsmann,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Itillarney, 

do. 

do. 

7 

5 

William  Denny,  Esq.,  d.l. 

Tralee, 

do. 

Sir  William  Godfrey,  Bart.,  d.l 

Mi  11  town, 

do. 

_ 

Thomas  Gallwey,  Esq.,  j.p. 

ICillarney, 

do. 

do. 

4 

6 

Wilson  Gun,  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Causeway, 

do. 

do. 

_ 

Major  Murray  Home,  j.p. 

Listowel, 

do. 

do. 

Henry  A.  Herbert,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Muekross,  Ivillarney 

do. 

do. 

1 

Tiie  Knight  of  Kerry,  d.l. 

Valencia, 

do. 

do. 

John  Leabey,  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Killarncjx 

do. 

do. 

Denis  Shine  Lawler,  Esq.,  j.p. 

do. 

do. 

Daniel  Mahony,  Esq.,  j.p. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

10 

8 

Richard  Mahouy,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Kenmare, 

do. 

do. 

_ 

Tiie  M'Gillycuddy  of  the  Reeks, 

Beaufort, 

do. 

do. 

4 

8 

Janies  O'Connell,  Esq,,  j.p. 

ICillarney, 

do. 

do. 

7 

10 

12 

M'Carthy  O’Leary,  Esq.,  j.p. 

MiUstreet, 

Cork, 

do. 

Thomas  Sands,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Listowel, 

Kerry, 

do. 

The  Venerable  J.  W.  Forster,  Archdeae 

on. 

Killarney, 

do. 

•1  April,  1853, 

8 

8 

James  B.  Hewson,  Esq.,  j.p. 

do. 

do. 

17  Sept.  1353, 

6 

8 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Moriarty,  b.c.b. 

Tralee, 

do. 

13  Nov.  1854, 

1 

Daniel  O'Connell,  Esq.,  m.p. 

London, 





_ 

Frauds  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

— 

— 

. — 

- 

- 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.  Inspector, 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Earl  of  Desart,  . 

Desart, 

Kilkenny, 

26  April,  1852, 

1 

George  Brvan,Esq.,  d.l. 

Jenkinstown, . 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

William  Shee,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Sussex-place, . 

Middlesex, 

Ex-officio,  . 

John  Greene,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Reform  Club, 

do. 

Lae  kin  Hall,  . 

Kilkenny, 

do. 

2 

Mount  Juliet, 

do. 

26  April,  1852, 

6 

1 

lit.  Rev.  J.  O'Brien,  Bishop  of  Ossory  im 

d Ferns, 

The  Palace,  . 

do. 

do. 

1 

6 

7 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh,  It.  C.  Bishop, 

Ciikenny. 

do. 

do. 

Cilfane, 

do. 

do. 

lastleblunden, 

do. 

do. 

3 

ffullinabro,  . 

do. 

do. 

W.  L.  Flood,  Esq.,  d.l.  . 

family, 

do. 

do. 

2 

7 

2 

Thomas  Lawlor,  Esq.,  j.p. 

do. 

do. 

lastlemorris, 

do. 

do. 

lorrismon  House, 

do. 

do. 

Shipton, 

do. 

do. 

John  N.  Greene,  Esa..  j.p. 

^akeview, 

do. 

do. 

6 

12 

W.  F.  Finn,  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Tullaroan, 

do. 

do. 

" 
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Appointment. 


KILKENNY  ASYLUM continued. 

Edward  Smithwick,  Esq.,  j.p.  . 

Francis  White,  Esq.  M.D.,  Inspector, 

John  Nugent,  Esq,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

Fetor  ConnC'lliin.  Esq.,  d.l.  . . . j 

Colonel  Henry  Wemys,  D.r,. 

Janies  Kearney  Aylward,  Esq.,  d.l. 

J.  M.  Telmarsh,  Mayor  Ex-officio,  and  by) 
Special  Appointment,  1856,  . ) , 

Lord  James  Butler, 

LIMERICK  ASYLUM. 

Lord  Clare, 

Lord  Monteaglo,  . 

'J  he  Lord  Bishop, 

The  Mayor, 

Dean  Kirwin, 

Archdeacon  Foster, 

Darby  O Grady,  Esq. 

William  Howly,  Esq. 

Joseph  Gabbett,  Esq. 

Tliomas  Gabbett,  Esq.  . 

William  II.  Gabbett,  Esq. 

Henry  Maunsell,  Esq. 

John  W.  Mahony,  Esq.  . 

David  J.  Wilson,  Esq.  . 

John  Singleton,  . 

William  S.  O'Brien, 

Lord  Viscount  Gort, 

Sir  David  Roche, 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  ltyan,  Roman 
Sir  Hugh  D.  Massy, 

John  Croker,  Esq. 

Michael  Turnell, 

Henry  Watson,  . 

Sir  M.  Barrington, 

Francis  Spaight, 

Richard  Russell, 

William  H.  Barrington, 

William  iiurtiguu, 

Wildam  Gibson,  . 

Thomas  Kelly,  . 

Patrick  A.  Shannon, 

Sir  Vere  De  Vere, 

Hon.  S.  E.  S.  Rice, 

Right  Hon.  William  Monsell, 

John  Lowe, 

Colonel  C.  M.  Vandeleur, 

Thomas  O’Grady, 

William  J.  Geary,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Thomas  Boyse,  . 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 


Kilkenny, 
Dublin,  . 
do. 

Kilkenny, 


Coolmore, 
iJanesfnrt,  . 
Shaukill  Castle, 
Sion,  . 

The  Castle,  . 


Mount  Shannon, 
Mount  Treuchard,  . 
See  House,  Limerick, 


Limerick, 

do. 

Limerick  City, 
Limerick  City, 

Corkf’  '. 
Limerick, 
Limerick  City, 
do. 

Limerick, 
Limerick  City, 


18  Feb.  185 
do. 


Deanery, 
Killarney, 
County  Cork, 
Rich  Ilill, 


1826, 

28  Nov.  1826, 
15  Dec.  1827, 
21  June,  1833, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

30  Sep.  1836, 
do. 

21  June,  1833, 
7 March,!  839, 


Cnlierline, 

Mallow-street, 


. . . Belvoir, 

• . . Quinville  Abbey, 

• . . Cahermoyle,  . 

• . . Carass, 

Catholic  Bishop,  Fark  House,  . 

. Doonass, 

. . . Ballvnegarde, 

. . • Cahirelly  Castle, 

. . . City  Limerick, 

• . . Glenstai  Castle, 

• • . George-street, 

• • . GLnstal  Castle, 

• . . Limerick, 

• . . do. 

• . . Shannon  View, 

• . . Corbally, 

• • . Curragh  Chase, 

• • . Mount  Treuchard, 

. Ti-rvoc, 

. Kilfiuano, 

• • . ICilrush, 

• . . The  Grange,  . 

• . . Limerick, 

Spring  Fort,  . 
Dublin, 


Limerick, 


Clare,  . 

Limerick, 

do. 

Limerick  City, 

Limerick, 

Limerick  City, 
do. 

Limerick, 

Limerick  City, 
do. 

Limerick, 


do. 

15  Aug.  1857, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

19  Oct.  1848, 
June,  1849, 
Jan.  1850, 
June,  1 830, 
26  Apr.  1852, 
do. 


Limerick, 
Limerick  City, 
Limerick, 
Dublin,  . 


LONDONDERRY-  ASYLUM 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Derry, 

Tlie  Mayor  of  Derry, 

The  Dean  of  Derry, 

Archdeacon  of  Derry, 

Sir  R.  A.  Ferguson,  Bart.,  M.r. 

Sir  E.  S.  Hays,  Bart.,  m.p. 

Thomas  Scott.  Esq. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart. 

William  Fenwick,  Esq.  . 

John  Harvey, 

Sir  Charles  Stole,  Bart.  . 

Rev.  F.  B.  Maxwell, 

Rev.  Wm.  Knox, 

W.  H.  Ash,  E.-q. 

Colonel  G.  B.  Humfrey, 

Rev.  Edward  Bowan, 

Sir  Robert  Bateson.  Bart. 

Robert  M'Clintock.  Esq. 

John  V.  Stewart,  Esq. 

John  B.  Beresford,  Esq.  . 

Connolly  Leckey,  Esq.  . 

Rev.  J.  Molsworth  Staples, 

Iier.  Lord  E.  Chichester, 

Marcus  M‘Causland, 

Rev.  J.  S.  Knox, 

Lord  Lifford, 

Rev.  W.  R'Clure, 

William  Greer,  . 

Sir  H.  H.  Bruce,  Bart.  . 

Rev.  Thomas  Lindesay,  . 

John  Ferguson,  Esq. 

Alexander  John  R.  Stewart, 

William  L.  Conyngham,  Esq.  . 


Palace, 

Derry, 


Dumbo, 

Drumbo  Castle, 
Woiil, borough, 
Fortstewart,  . 
Green  Hills,  . 
Malin  Hall,  . 
Stranorlar, 
Birdstown, 
Clonlugh, 
Ashbrook, 
Cavan  aeor,  . 


Donegal, 

Donegal, 


Donegal, 


Castruse, 
Dunmore  House, 
Rockhill, 
Lenrmount,  . 
Pump-street,  . 
Moville, 

Raphoe, 

Fruit  Hill,  . 
Maghera, 
Meinglass, 
Waterside,  . - 
Derry, 

Downhill, 
Cumber  Rectory, 
Castlefoward, 
Ards  House, 
Spring  Hill,  . 


Derry, 

do. 

Donegal, 

do. 

Derry, 

do. 

Donegal, 

Derry, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Donegal, 

do. 

Derry, 
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LONDONDERRY  ASYLUM — continued. 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Kelly,  . 

Rev.  B.  B.  Gough, 

William  L.  Brown, 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.b.,  Inspector,  . 

John  Nugent,  Esq  , tr.D.,  Inspector, 

Anthony  Babington,  Esq. 

John  G.  Rowan, 

Harvey  Nicholson,  Esq., 

Thomas  Batt,  Esq. 

Thomas  Connolly,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Robert  Montgomery,  Esq. 

Wybrants  Olphort.  Esq.  . 

William  Sinclair,  Esq. 

Thomas  Brook,  Esq.  . 

Francis  Mansfield,  . . . , 


Bishop-street, 
Urney  Glebe, 
Cumber  House, 
Dublin  Castle, 


Burt  House,  . 
Derry, 

Raihmullen,  . 
Cliff,  . 

Convny  House, 
Ballyconnol  House, 
Drumlag, 

Lough  Esk  House, 
Ardrummen,  . 


MARYBOROUGH  ASYLUM. 
Colonel  Lloyd, 

F.  L.  Dames.  Esq., 

C.  II.  Minohin,  Esq. 

Rev.  H.  King, 

Robert  Cassidy,  Esq. 

Henry  Trench,  E-q. 

David  Thompson,  Esq.  . 

Viscount  De  Vesei, 

Rev.  Thomas  Harpur, 

A.  M.  Mosse,  Esq. 

George  Adair,  Esq. 

R.  M.  Alloway,  Esq. 

J.  K.  Pr'cc,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Moore, 

R.  S.  Hawkswortli,  Esq. 

Right  Hon.  J.  W.  Fitzpatrick,  . 
Thomas  ICemmis,  Esq.  . 

Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  . 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.b.,  Inspector, 
Fr.uicis  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

MULLINGAR  ASYLUM. 
Marquess  of  Heudfort, 

Earl  of  Fingal,  .... 
Earl  of  Mayo,  .... 
Lord  Bishop  of  Meath,  . 

Ttight  Hon.  Sir  W.  Somerville,  . 
Matthew  15.  Corbally,  m.p. 

J.  W.  L.  Naper, 

Robe:  t Fowler,  b.l. 

Henry  Meredyth,  b.l.  . 

Samuel  Winter,  d.l. 

Richard  Bolton, 

John  Farrell,  .... 
Edward  M'Evoy,  m.p.  . 

Major  J.  L.  Naper, 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  n b.,  Inspector, 
Marquess  of  Westmeath, 

Lord  Kilmniuc,  .... 
Francis  White,  Esq.,  m b.,  Inspector,  . 
Lord  Castlemaine, 

Lord  Vaux  of  Harrowden, 

Right  Rev.  l)r.  Cantwell, 

Sir  Percy  Nugent,  Bart.  . 

Sir  Richard  Levinge,  Bart. 

U.  P.  Urquhart,  m.p. 

Hugh  M.  Tuite,  b.l. 

Sir  Benjamin  Chapman,  Bart.  . 

John  C.  Lvons,  b.l. 

J-  W.  M.  Berry,  d.l.  . 

George  A.  Bovd.  o.l.  . 

Colonel  Caulfield,  ... 

Sir  F.  Hopkins.  .... 
William  II.  Magan,  m.p. 

Earl  of  Longford, 

Hon.  L.  King  Harman,  . 

Anthony  Lefroy,  b.l. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kilduff, 

Rev.  Mr.  Edgeworth, 

Colonel  Greville,  m.p. 

John  L.  0‘Farrell,  b.l.  . 

Henry  Masters,  b.l. 

Hairy  G.  Hughes,  m.p.  . 

John  Thompson,  b.l 

RhiUp  0 Reilly,  . . . 

Frederick  Jessop, 

John  Shouldham, 

GeorgeEwers,  .... 
Willoughby  Bond,  b.l.  . 


Glostcr, 

Grcenhills, 

Shinrone, 

Ballylinn, 
Monasterevan, 
Congort  Park, 

The  Castle,  . 
Abbeyleix  House, 
New  Park, 
Annefield, 

Bel  I grove,  . 

Ballyslunduff, 
Westfield  Farm, 
Roslcighan  House, 

Grantstown  Manor, 
Killeen, 
Maryborough, 
Kutland-squore, 
Monkstown,  . 


. Kells, 

. Killeen  Castle, 

. Hayes, 

. Ard  braccnn,  . 

. Somerville,  . 

. Corbalton, 

. Lotighcrew,  . 

. Rnthmolyon,  . 

. Cnrlunstown,  . 

. Aghar, 

. Beetive  Lodge, 

. Moynalty, 

. Tobertinan,  . 

. Loughcrew,  . 

. Dublin  Castle, 

. Clonyn, 

. Gallstown, 

. Dublin  Castle, 

. Moytlrum, 

. Bosmead, 

. Mullingar, 

. Donore. 

. Knockdrin  Cast! 
. Iiinturk, 

! Killioa  Castle,' 

. Ledestown,  . 

. Paliinegall,  . 

. Middleton  Park, 
. Bloomfield,  . 

. Rochford, 

. Clonearl, 

. Pakenham,  . 

. Newcastle, 

. Carriglass, 

. Longford, 

. Kilshruly, 

. Clonyn, 

. Brynnstown,  . 

..  Cornadrung,  . 

. Cion  fin, 

, Colamber, 

. Droory  Hall, . 

. Moygh  House, 

. Minard, 


!)  March,  1838, 
9 Aug.  1843, 
22  April,  1 838, 
(i  April,  1833,} 


2 Feb.  1*541, 
7 Aug.  1841, 
12  Apr.  1841-', 

9 Oet.,  1 85t', 

10  Nov.  1830, 
16  May,  1835, 
10  Nov.  1850, 
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Number  of 

Date 

eatings 

Appointment. 

1854 

1850. 

OMAGH  ASYLUM. 

Tyrone, 

10  Sept.  1852 

Marquis  of  Abercorn, 

Baronscourt,  . 

- 

- 

Roxborough,  . 

do. 

Baronscourt,  . 

do. 

do. 

1 

Hill-street,  London, 

do. 

do. 

1 

Dungannon,  . 

do. 

do. 

Crevenagh,  Omagh, 

do. 

24  May,  1 855 

9 

Sir  It  Ferguson,  Burt.  . 

The  Farm,  Derry, 

do. 

14  Sept.  1852 

1 

- 

Sir  James  M.  Stronge,  . 

Tynan  Abbev, 

do. 

10  Sept.  1852 

The  High  Sheriff  of  the  Co.  Tyrone,  ex  officio.  . 

do. 

Tile  Members  of  Parliament  for  the  Co.  Tyrone,  ? 

do. 

do. 

R.  W.  Lowry,  Esq. 

Pomeroy, 

do. 

1 1 Dec.  1852 

1 

T.  It.  Browne,  Esq. 

Aughentain,  . 

do. 

do. 

Donemana, 

do. 

do. 

— 

Janies  Anderson,  Esq.  . 

Castlcderg, 

do. 

10  Sept.  1852 

3 

6 

Church  Ilill,  . 

do. 

do. 

_ 

Rev.  H.  Tottenham, 

Fintona, 

do. 

14  Oct.  1852, 

Samuel  Vesev,  Esq. 

Derabane, 

do. 

10  Sept.  1852 

Francis  Ellis,  Esq. 

Facary, 

do. 

do. 

y 

7 

9 

Samuel  Galbraith.  Esq.  . 

Clanabogan,  . 

do. 

do. 

10 

Caledon, 

do. 

do. 

Lissan, 

do. 

do. 

John  Humphreys,  Esq.  . 

Milltown, 

do. 

do. 

10 

Ecclesville, 

do. 

do. 

TV.  S.  It.  Brady.  Esq.  . 

Oaklands, 

do. 

do. 

l 

_ 

Robert  Evans,  Esq. 

Dungannon,  . 

do. 

do. 

Francis  J.  Gervais,  Esq., 

Cecil, 

do. 

do. 

6 

4 

David  White,  Esq. 

Mountjoy, 

do. 

do. 

4 

Charles  Scott,  Esq. 

Straghroy, 

do. 

do. 

7 

9 

George  T.  Spiller,  Esq.  . 

Lislimaghan, 

do. 

14  Dec.  1856, 

Anketel  Montry,  Esq.  . 

Favor  Royal, . 

do. 

do. 

Marquis  ot  Ely,  . 

Ely  Lodge, 

Fermanagh, 

10  Sept.  1852 

Earl  of  Erne, 

Grom  Castle,  . 

do. 

do. 

_ 

Earl  of  Enniskillen, 

Florence  Court, 

do. 

Rev.  Lord  Adam  Loftus, 

Hon.  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Maude, 

Captain  Archdall, 

Riversdale, 

do 

l 

The  High  Sheriff  of  the  County, 

ex  officio, 

- 

do. 

The  Members  ot  Parliament,  cx 

fficio,  . 

- 

do. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Porter, 

Kilskerry, 

do. 

William  D'Arey,  Esq.  . 

Alcarn  Castle, 

do. 

William  PattorsoD,  Esq. 

Fivemiletown, 

do. 

William  Archdall,  Esq.  . 

1 

H.  M.  Richardson,  Esq.  . 

Rosfad, 

do. 

Charles  Oveuden,  Esq.  . 

Enniskillen,  . 

do. 

George  Brook,  Esq. 

Ashbrook, 

John  Lowry,  Esq. 

Pomeroy, 

Tyrone,  . 

Jame3  Lendrum,  Esq. 

Corkhill, 

Fermanagh, 

Henry  D.  Iloey,  Esq. 

Alcarn  Castle, 

John  G.  V.  Porter,  Esq. 

Kilskerrv, 

Robert  Archdall,  Esq.,  . 

Riverstown,  . 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

Dublin, 

Erancis  TV  bite,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector,  . 

do. 

1 — 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

RICHMOND  ASYLUM. 

The  Earl  of  Meath,  .... 

Kilruddcry,  . 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 

Palace,  St.  Stephen’s- 

Dublin  City, 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Recorder,  . 

Kimmage  House, 

Henry  White,  Esq.  .... 

Woodlands,  . 

Sir  Philip  Crampton,  Bart. 

Merrion-square, 

Dublin  City, 

The  Earl  of  Fingal,  .... 

Killeen  Castle, 

Meath, 

The  Hon.  and  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  St.Patrick's 

Harcourt-street, 

Dublin  City, 

John  Ennis,  Esq.  .... 

Merrion-square, 

Sir  Edward  Borough,  Bart. 

Leinster-street, 

The  Hon.  Edward  Preston, 

Gormanstown, 

Dublin  County, 

Sir  George  Ilodson,  Bart. 

Holly  Brooke, 

Wicklow, 

Michael  Staunton,  Esq.  .... 

Fleet-street,  . 

14 

Thomas  Hutton,  Esq.  .... 

Summer-hill,  . 

Very  Rev.  Dr.  Yore,  .... 

Queeu-street, 

do. 

G.  H.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Hampton, 

Dublin  County, 

John  Lentaigne,  Esq. 
Henry  Meredyth,  Esq.  . 

- • • 

Great  Denmark-street, 

Dublin  City, 

g 

• 

Rutland-square, 

Meath, 

John  Nugent.  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector, 

do. 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Inspector,  . 

Monkstown,  . 

17 

Thomas  Lee  Norman,  Esq., 

Corballas,  Ardee, 
Ballybrack,  Dalkey, 

Laurence  Waldron,  Esq.,. 

Dublin  County, 

do. 

- 

- 

4 

SLIGO  ASYLUM. 

The  Eight  Hon.  John  Wynne,  si 

p.  (Chairman,) 

Harlewood, 

j 

H.  h.  Montgomery,  m.p. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Clements,  . 

Bellhavel, 

Leitrim, 

do. 

1 

1 

1 

John  Dickson,  Esq.  .... 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barrett, 

Simon  Armstrong,  Esq.  . . 

Hollymount,  . 

William  Johnstown,  Esq. 

Richard  Brinkley,  Esq.  .... 

Ardagh, 

F.  M.  Olpherts,  Esq. 

Mountshannon, 

do. 

do. 

3 

7 

11 
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SLIGO  ASYLUM— continued. 

1>.  0.  Outran,  Esq. 

Peter  O’Connor,  Esq. 

William  Pliibbs,  Esq.,  . 

Major  Ffolliott,  . 

Edvard  Sliiyth.  Esq. 

John  Nugent.  Esq.,  m.o.,  Inspc^ 

Robert  Culbertson,  Esq. 

Charles  W.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Captain  Wood.  . 

Sir  Robert  G.  Booth,  Bart,  m.p. 

George  Armstrong,  Esq. 

E.  J.  Cooper,  Esq. 

Captain  Cox, 

F.  N.  Cullen,  Esq. 

J.  R.  Godey,  Esq. 

J.  A.  Holmes,  Esq. 

•J.  Jones,  Esq. 

.T.  W.  King,  Esq. 

F.  Latouche,  Esq. 

F.  O’Beirne,  Esq. 

E.  H.  Peyton,  Esq. 

,T.  H.  Peyton,  Esq. 

P.  Simpson,  Esq. 

C.  M.  St.  George,  Esq.  . 

Francis  White.  Esq.,  In  spec.,..,  . 

High  Sheriffs  for  Cos.  Leitrim  and  Sligo,  e: 

WATERFOBI)  ASYLUM. 

.Right  Hon.  Earl  Fortesoue, 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 

Right  lion.  Lord  Stuart  de  Decies, 

Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Waterford, 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Carow, 

Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  . 

William  Christmas,  Esq. 

John  Congreve,  Esq. 

John  Power  O’Shea,  Esq. 

Nicholas  Power,  Esq. 

Thomas  Wyse,  Esq. 

Sir  Henry  W.  Barron,  Bart. 

Captain  W.  S.  S.  Doyle, 

Richard  Duckett,  Esq.  . 

Henry  Denny,  Esq. 

Thomas  Sheppard,  Esq. 

Thomas  Ayhvard,  Esq.  . 

Thomas  Meagher,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Sir  Benjamin  Morris,  j.p. 

James  Keating.  Esq.,  j.p. 

Very  Rev.  E.  N.  Hoare,  . 

John  Power,  Esq..  .1.1*.  . 

Edward  Roberts,  Esq.  . 

W.  M.  Ardagli,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Charles  Newport,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Robert  Newport,  Esq. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Emanuel  Roberts, 

Rev.  M.  Flynn,  . 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  O’Brien. 

The  Members  of  Parliament  for  County  and  J 
City,  ex  officio,  J 

The  High  Sheriffs  for  Co.  and  City,  e 
The  Mayor  of  Waterford,  do. 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.p.,  Inspector, 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Inspector, 

The  Right  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Cashel,  &c.,  &c. 


I-1S54.  1855.  1850. 


Lisconny  House, 
Carinsfoot, 

Seafield, 

I-Iollybrook,  . 
Cottage, 

14,  Rutland-square,  I 
Avena, 

Cooper’s  Hill, 
Woodville, 

Lissadill, 

Chnffpool, 

Markree  Castle, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Corry  Lodge, 
Killegar  House, 
Cloglier  House, 
Castletown,  . 
Woodhill, 
Drumkearney, 
Jamestown  Lodge, 
Drinoy  House, 

Port,  . 

Cloncarrick  Castle, 
Hartley  Manor, 
Belmont  Lodge, 


19  Oct.  1848, 
, 8 Dee.,  1851, 
8 Dec.  1851, 


No.  24. — Dietaries  in  use  in  the  several  Dis- 
trict Asylums,  furnished  to  the  Commission- 
ers by  the  Managers  of  each. 

Armagh  Asylum. 

Breakfast One  quart  of  stirabout  (wt.  lbs.) ; one-third 

quart  new  milk. 

Dinner. — For  six  days:  one-half  lb.  bread;  one  quart 
soup.  Friday:  one-half  lb.  bread;  one- third  quart  milk. 

Supper One-lialf  lb.  broad ; one-third  quart  milk. 

Such  as  are  actively  employed  during  the  week,  get  one- 
fourth  lb.  of  beef  on  soup  days,  and  the  sick  are  allowed  tea, 
rice,  wine,  or  any  other  change  that  the  physician  may  con- 
sider necessary.  The  servants  have  one  lb.  of  beef  each, 
three  days  in  the  week,  with  a pint  of  beer  on  Sunday. 


Ballinasloe  Asylum. 

Ordinary  House  Diet. 

Breakfast. — One  quart  of  stirabout,  made  of  one-half  lb. 
oatmeal;  one-third  quart  mixed  milk,  half  new  half  butter- 
milk. 

Dinner Sunday  and  Thursday : one  quart  of  soup,  made 

of  one-half  lb.  beef,  1 A stone  meal,  vegetables,  &c.,  &c. ; one- 
half  lb.  bread.  Tuesday  and  Saturday : one-half  pint  soup, 
made  of  one-fourth  lb.  beef,  one  ox  head,  1 J-  stone  meal, 
vegetables,  &c.,  &c. ; one-lialf  lb.  bread.  Mondays,  Wed- 
nesdays, and  Fridays : 3A  lb.  potatoes,  or  twelve  oz.  bread  for 
males,  and  eight  oz.  for  females;  one-third  quart  of  mixed 
milk. 

Supper Soup  days : one  pint  of  flummery,  made  of  one- 

m 
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half  lb.  unsifted  meal:  one-half  pint  new  milk.  Mondays 
Wednesdays,  and  Fridays:  six  oz.  bread;  one-half  pint  new 

Sick  Diet. 

Breakfast One-half  lb.  white  bread;  one-third  quart 

new  milk. 

Dinner. — One-half  lb.  white  bread;  one-third  quart  new 

Supper Six  oz.  white  bread ; one-third  quart  new  milk. 

Extra  Diels. — Beefsteak,  one-half  lb.  beef,  without  bone; 
mutton  chop,  one-half  lb.  mutton,  without  bone;  beef  tea, 
one-half  lb.  beef,  to  one  pint;  rice,  two  oz.  to  one  pint  milk ; 
tea,  one-eighth  oz.  tea,  one  oz.  sugar,  and  milk,  to  one  pint ; 
coffee,  one-half  oz.  coffee,  one  oz.  sugar,  and  milk,  to  one  pint; 
eggs;  porter;  laundry  women,  one-half  lb.  bread,  one  pint 
tea  at  eleven  o’clock,  a. at. ; working  men,  one-half  lb.  bread 
extra  at  breakfast. 

Belfast  Asylum. 

Breakfast. — Males:  one  quart  stirabout,  made  with  eight 
oz.  fine,  or  seven  oz.  coarse  meal,  and  three- fourths  of  a pint 
mixed  milk,  viz.,  equal  parts  of  new  milk  and  buttermilk. 
Females:  li  pint  stirabout,  and  onc-half pint  mixed  milk. 

Dinner. — Males  and  females,  three  days  a- week:  one-half 
lb.  loaf  bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  six  oz.  solid  meat,  and 
one  pint  soup.  Males,  three  days  a-week : one-half  lb.  loaf 
bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  and  one  quart  soup,  made  with 
ox  heads,  and  the  bones  cut  out  of  meat,  vegetables,  oatmeal, 
barley,  pease,  &c.  Females,  three  days  a-week:  onc-half  lb. 
loaf  bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  and  1 A pint  soup.  Males, 
one  day  a-week : three-fourths  of  a lb.  loaf  bread,  or  31  lbs. 
potatoes,  and  one  pint  mixed  milk.  Females,  one  day 
a-week : one-half  lb.  loaf  bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  and 
one  pint  mixed  milk. 

Supper. — Males,  summer  six  months : one-half  lb.  loaf 
bread,  and  three-fourths  of  a pint  mixed  milk.  Females, 
summer  six  months : one-half  lb.  loaf  bread,  and  one  half- 
pint  mixed  milk.  Males,  winter  six  mouths:  one  quart 
stirabout,  and  three- four  tbs  of  a pint  new  milk.  Females, 
winter  six  months:  11  pint  stirabout,  and  one-half  pint  new 
milk. 

Sick  and  extra  diet  varies  according  to  circumstances, 
and  as  the  Medical  Officers  may  direct  iu  special  cases.  It 

comprises  the  following  Medical  and  other  comforts,  viz. : 

tea,  codec,  eggs,  meats,  soups,  rice,  sago,  arrow  root,  milk, 
wine,  porter,  ale,  and  spirits. 

Carlow  Asylum. 

Breakfast. — Eight  oz.  of  meal  made  into  one  quart  of  stir- 
about, with  one-third  of  a quart  of  now  milk. 

Dinner. — On  Sundays.  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fri- 
days—.males:  10j  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  mixed  milk. 
Females,  on  Sundays,  Mondays,  AVednesdays,  and  Fridays : 
eight  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  mixed  milk.  On  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  Saturdays:  one  quart  of  beef  soup,  with  the 
meat  ancl  vegetables  cut  up  in  it,  instead  of  the  milk ; bread 
the  same. 

Supper — One-half  lb.  bread,  with  one  pint  of  cocoa. 

The  above  quantities  are  increased  from  time  to  time,  as 
occasion  requires ; and  tea,  wine,  porter,  or  other  extra  arti- 
cles of  diet  arc  directed  for  individual  cases,  when  the  state 
of  health  demands  them. 

Clonmel  Asylum. 

_ Breakfast. — Eight  oz.  of  cutlins  made  into  stirabout,  or 
right  oz.  best  bread  for  those  whom  stirabout  will  not  agree 
with;  two-thirds  of  a pint  new  milk  to  each  patient.  'I’his 
is  the  daily  ordinary  breakfast. 

Dinner. — Four  days  in  the  week:  twelve  oz.  bread  and 
one  pint  new  milk  to  working  men ; eight  oz.  broad  to  idle 
men  and  women ; two-thirds  of  a pint  of  new  milk  to  each 
man  and  woman.  Three  days  in  the  week : at  the  rate  of 
forty-six  lbs.  prime  beef  per  1 00  patients,  is  boiled  into  soup, 
with  pease,  rice,  and  other  vegetable  (according  to  the  sea- 
son); one  imperial  pint  of  this  fine  soup  is  given  to  each 
patient,  with  the  usual  quantity  of  bread.  The  meat  is  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  working  patients,  male  and  female. 

Supper . — Eight  oz.  bread  to  working  men;  six  oz.  bread 
to  idle  men  and  women;  two-thirds  of  a pint  new  milk,  all 
round. 

Medical  dietary  is  regulated  daily  for  the  sick,  by  the 
medical  officers. 

Cork-  Asylum. 

Breakfast — Seven  oz.  of  oatmeal  in  stirabout,  and  one 
. pint  of  skimmed  boiling  milk. 

• Dinner — On  Sundays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Satur- 
days : three-fourths  of  a lb.  of  bread  for  males,  and  onerhalf 
lb.  of  bread  for  females,  and  1$  pint  of  soup  for  males  and 


females,  made  out  of  six  oz.  of  beef,  without  bone,  and  sea- 
soning. On  Mondays  and  Wednesdays : throe-fourths  of  a 
lb.  of  bread  for  males,  and  one-half  lb.  bread  for  females. 
On  Fridays:  :JA  lbs.  of  potatoes  for  males,  and  three  lbs.  for 
females,  and  one  pint  of  skimmed  boiling  milk  each  day. 

Supper — Six  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  skimmed  milk 
for  males  and  females. 

Extras — In  lieu  of  the  ordinary  diet,  when  thought  expe- 
dient, the  following  changes  are  very  commonly  ordered: 

Breakfast — Eight  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  tea,  coffee, 
or  cocoa ; cocoa  generally  used. 

Supper. — Six  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  tea,  coffee,  or 
cocoa ; cocoa  generally  used. 

Infirmary. — The  ordinary  diet  is  t used  iu  the  Infirmary, 
but  when  required,  extra  articles  are  specially  ordered,  for 
individual  cases,  by  the  physician  or  surgeon.  Extras  are 
not  very  general,  in  consequence  of  the  majority  of  the  in- 
mates being  chiefly  invalids. 

Killarney  Asylum. 

Breakfast — Males,  on  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursdays : 
3A  lbs.  of  potatoes,  and  onc-half  pint  of  sweet  milk.  Fe- 
males, on  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday : 2A  lbs.  of  pota- 
toes, and  ouc-lialf  piut  of  sweet  milk.  Males  and  females, 
on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday:  eight  oz.  of 
oatmeal,  made  into  stirabout,  and  onc-half  piut  of  sweet 
milk. 

Dinner.— Ihxhs,  on  Sunday:  ten  oz.  beef,  free  from  bone, 
and  2A  lbs.  potatoes.  Females,  on  Sunday : eight  oz.  beef, 
free  from  bone,  and  two  lbs.  potatoes.  Males  and  females, 
on  Monday  and  Friday : one  quart  of  vegetable  soup,  and 
onc-half  lb.  of  bread,  soup  made  of  oatmeal,  rice,  pease,  vege- 
tables, pepper,  salt,  & c.  Males,  on  Tuesday  ancl  Thursday: 
one  quart  of  beef  soup,  and  2A  lbs.  of  potatoes.  Females,  on 
Tuesday  and  Thursday:  one  quart  of  beef  soup,  and  two  lbs. 
of  potatoes.  Males,  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday : one  pint 
of  sweet  milk,  and  3 A lbs.  of  potatoes.  Females,  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday:  one  pint  of  sweet  milk,  and  2A  lbs.  of 
potatoes. 

Supper — Males  and  females,  every  day : one-half  lb.  of 
bread,  and  one-half  piut  sweet  milk. 

Kilkenny  Asylum. 

Low  Feccr  Diet — Four  oz.  bread,  and  three  pints  of  whey 
daily. 

Bread  Diet — Breakfast : eight  oz.  bread;  one  pint  of  milk. 
Dinner:  eight  oz.  bread ; one  pint  of  milk,  Supper:  eight 
oz.  bread  ; one  pint,  of  milk. 

Beu  Diet.— Breakfast:  six  oz.  bread;  one  pint  of  tea. 
Dinner:  ordinary.  Supper:  ordinary. 

Bice  Diet. — Breakfast : four  oz.  bread ; one  pint  of  milk. 
Dinner:  four  oz.  bread;  two  oz.  riee;  one  pint  of  milk. 
Supper:  four  oz.  bread ; one  pint  of  milk. 

Meat  Diet. — Breakfast : eight  oz.  bread ; one  pint  of  tea. 
Dinner : eight  oz.  bread ; eight,  oz.  meat.  Supper : eight  oz. 
bread ; one  pint  of  milk. 

Fall  Bread  Diet. — Breakfast : twelve  oz.  bread ; one  pint 
of  tea.  Dinner : twelve  oz.  bread ; one  piut  of  milk.  Supper : 
twelve  oz.  bread ; one  pint  of  milk. 

Ordinary  Dietary  of  the  Asylum — Six  and  a-half  oz.  of 
oatmeal,  and  one  oz.  of  rice,  made  into  stirabout ; and  two- 
tliirds  of  a pint  of  new  milk  to  each  patient,  for  breakfast, 
six  days.  Sunday:  eight  oz.  of  bread,  and  two-thirds  of  a 
pint  of  new  milk.  Dinner:  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday : twelve  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  new  milk 
to  working  men ; right  oz.  of  bread,  and  two-thirds  of  a pint 
of  new  milk  to  idle  men  and  women.  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and 
Thursday : at  the  rate  of  forty  lbs.  of  beef,  per  100  patients, 
to  be  boiled  into  soup,  with  seven  lbs.  of  pease,  or  lbs.  of 
oatmeal,  or  thirty-six  oz.  of  rice,  and  vegetables  according  to 
the  season ; one  imperial  pint  of  this  soup  to  be  given  to  each 
patient,  with  the  usual  quautity  of  bread.  Supper : eight  oz. 
of  bread,  and  two-thirds  of  a pint  of  new  milk  to  working 
men ; six  oz.  of  bread,  and  two-tliirds  of  a pint  of  new  milk 
to  idle  men  and  women. 

In  all  the  dietaries  of  which  milk  forms  a part,  new  milk 
only  is  given. 

Limerick  Asylum. 

Breakfast — Seven  oz.  of  Indian  meal,  made  into  stirabout, 
and  one  pint  of  new  milk,  formates  and  females.  Males: 
twelve  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  new  milk.  Females : 
eight  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  new  milk,  for  such  as 
cannot  use  stirabout  for  breakfast. 

Dinner. — Males,  on  Sundays  and  Thursdays : twelve  oz.  of 
meat,  one  pint  of  soup,  and  3£  lbs.  of  potatoes.  Females, 
on  Sundays  and  Thursdays : twelve  oz.  of  meat,  one  pint  of 
soup,  and  three  lbs.  of  potatoes,  for  about  four  months  of 
the  year;  and  twelve  oz.  of  bread  for  males,  and  eight  oz.  of 
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bread  for  females,  in  lien  of  potatoes,  for  eight  months. 
Males,  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Saturdays : twelve  oz.  of 
bread,  eight  oz.  of  meat,  and  one  pint  of  soup.  Females,  on 
Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Saturdays : eight  oz.  of  bread, 
eight  oz.  of  meat,  and  one  pint  of  soup.  Males,  on  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays : twelve  oz.  of  bread,  and  one  pint  of  milk. 
Females,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays : eiglit  oz.  of  bread, 
and  one  pint  of  milk. 

Supper Six  oz.  of  bread,  and  one-half  pint  new  milk,  for 

each  patient,  male  and  female. 

Extra  Diet,  or  Medical  Comforts. — Tea,  butter  and  eggs, 
wine,  porter,  beef  tea,  rice,  and  arrow  root,  given  in  such 
quantities  as  required,  when  deemed  necessary. 

Londonderry  Asylum. 

Breakfast. — Seven  oz.  of  meal,  made  into  porridge,  and 
one-third  of  a quart  of  new  milk ; eight  oz.  extra  for  men 
working  on  the  farm. 

Dinner — Males,  Sundays  and  Thursdays:  one  quart  of 
soup,  and  twelve  oz.  of  bread,  or  four  lbs.  of  potatoes.  Fe- 
males, Sundays  and  Thursdays : one  quart  of  soup,  and  eight 
oz.  of  bread,  or  three  lbs.  of  potatoes ; this  soup  is  made  from 
forty  lbs.  of  beef,  for  100  quarts.  Males,  Tuesdays  and 
Saturdays : one  quart  ox-bead  soup,  and  twelve  oz.  of  bread. 
Females,  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays : one  quart  ox -bead  soup, 
and  eight  oz.  of  bread ; this  soup  is  made  from  ox  heads,  one 
to  twenty-five  quarts.  Males,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays : one  quart  vegetable,  soup,  and  twelve  oz.  of  bread. 
Females,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays:  one  quart 
vegetable  soup,  and  eight  oz.  of  bread. 

Supper — Five  oz.  of  meal,  made  into  porridge,  and  onc- 
third  of  a quart  new  milk. 

Besides  the  above  dietary,  there  is  a number,  varying  from 
thirty  to  forty,  whose  state  of  health  requires  that  they 
should  be  kept  on  a 

Bread  and  Milk  Diet. — One  lb.  eight  oz.  of  bread,  and  one 
quart  of  new  milk. 

The  soup  contains  oatmeal,  rice,  pease,  and  garden  vege- 
tables. 

Any  extra  articles  of  diet  thought,  necessary  for  the.  sick 
in  hospital  are  furnished  uuder  direction  of  the  physician. 

Maryborough  Asylum. 

Ordinary  Dietary. — Breakfast,  males  and  females : eight 
oz.  patent  oatmeal  made,  into  stirabout,  with  one-third  quart 
new  milk.  Dinner  for  four  days,  males:  twelve  oz.  bread,  or 
four  lbs.  potatoes,  with  one  pint  new  milk.  Females : ten  oz. 
bread,  or  31  lbs.  potatoes,  with  one  pint  new  milk.  Dinner 
for  three  days,  males:  twelve  oz.  bread,  or  31  lbs.  potatoes, 
with  one-lialf  lb.  beef,  made  into  soup.  Females : ten  oz. 
bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  with  one-half  lb.  beef,  made 
into  soup.  Supper,  males  and  females:  six  oz.  bread,  with 
one-tliird  quart  new  milk. 

Bread  Diet. — Breakfast,  males:  ten  oz.  bread,  with  one 
pint  new  milk.  Females : eight  oz.  bread,  with  one  pint 
new  milk.  Dinner,  males:  twelve  oz.  bread,  with,  one  pint 
new  milk.  Females:  ten  oz.  bread,  with  one  pint  new  milk. 
Supper,  males  and  females : same  as  ordinary  diet. 

Full, — Breakfast,  males : eight  oz.  patent  oatmeal,  made 
into  stirabout,  with  one  pint  now  milk.  Females : eight  oz. 
patent  oatmeal,  made  into  stirabout,  with  one  pint  new  milk. 
Diuner,  males : twelve  oz.  bread,  or  3i  lbs.  potatoes,  with 
one  lb.  beefsteak,  and  one  pint  beer.  Females:  ten  oz.  bread, 
or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  with  one  lb.  beefsteak,  and  one  pint 
beer.  Supper,  males  and  females : same  as  ordinary  diet. 

Half  Full — Breakfast,  males  and  females:  eight  oz.  pa- 
tent oatmeal,  made  into  stirabout,  with  one-third  quart  new 
milk.  Dinner,  males ; twelve  oz.  bread,  or  3i  lbs.  of  pota- 
toes, with  one-half  lb.  beefsteak,  and  one-half  pint  beer. 
Females : ten  oz.  bread,  or  three  lbs.  potatoes,  witn  one-half 
lb.  beefsteak,  and  one-half  pint  beer.  Supper,  males  and 
females same  as  ordinary  diet. 

Broth — Breakfast,  males:  ten  oz.  bread,  with  one  pint 
new  millc.  Females:  eight  oz.  bread,  with  one  pint  new 
milk.  Dinner,  males : twelve  oz.  bread,  with  one-half  lb. 
beef,  made  into  soup.  Females : ten  oz.  bread,  with  one-lialf 
lb.  beef,  made  into  soup.  Supper,  males  and  females : same 
as  ordinary  diet. 

Low — For  the  day : eight  oz.  bread;  two  quarts  of  new 
milk,  to  be  made  into  whey;  five  oz.  patent  oatmeal,  for 
gruel. 

Mullingar  Asylum. 

Breakfast — Males,  Sunday : one  pint  milk,  and  eight  oz. 
bread.  Females,  Sunday:  one  pint  milk,  and  eightoz.  bread. 
Males,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays:  sixoz.  oatmeal, 
oue  oz.  rice,  and  one  pint  milk.  Females,  Mondays,  Wed- 
nesdays, and  Fridays : six  oz.  oatmeal,  one  oz.  rice,  and  one 


pint  milk.  Males,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays  : 
rix  oz.  oatmeal,  one  oz.  rice,  and  one  pint  milk.  Females, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays : six  oz.  oatmeal,  one 
oz.  rice,  and  one  pint  millc. 

Dinner. — Males,  Sunday : eight  oz.  bread,  and  eight  oz. 
meat.  Females,  Sunday : eight  oz.  bread,  and  eight  oz. 
meat.  Males,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays:  ten  oz. 
bread,  and  one  pint  milk.  Females,  Mondays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays:  ten  oz.  bread,  and  one  pint  milk.  Males, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays : eight  oz.  bread,  and 
eight  oz.  meat.  Females,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Satur- 
days : eight  oz.  bread,  and  eight  oz.  meat. 

Supper — Males,  Sundays : eight  oz.  bread,  two-thirds  of 
an  oz.  cocoa,  one-sixth  of  a pint  of  milk,  and  one-half  of  an 
oz.  sugar.  Females,  Sunday : six  oz.  bread,  two-thirds  of 
an  oz.  cocoa,  one-sixth  of  a pint  of  milk,  and  one-half  of  an 
oz.  sugar.  Males,  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays.- 
eight  oz.  bread,  two-thirds  of  an  oz.  cocoa,  one-sixth  of  a 
pint  of  milk,  and  one-lialf  of  an  oz.  sugar.  Females,  Mon- 
days, Wednesdays,  aud  Fridays:  six  oz.  bread,  two-thirds  of 
an  oz.  cocoa,  one-sixth  of  a pint  of  milk,  and  one-half  of  an 
oz.  sugar.  Males,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays: 
eightoz.  of  bread,  two- thirds  of  an  oz.’ cocoa,  one-sixth  of 
a pint  of  milk,  one-half  of  an  oz.  sugar.  Females,  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  Saturdays : six  oz.  bread,  two-thirds  of  an 
oz.  cocoa,  one-slxtli  of  a pint  of  milk,  and  one-half  of  an  oz. 

Sick  diets,  as  ordered  by  the  physician,  come  under  the 
designation  of  extras  in  this  asylum. 

Omagh  Asylum. 

Breakfast — Nine  oz.  of  meal,  made  into  porridge,  and  one- 
third  of  a quart  of  new  milk. 

Dinner. — Males,  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Saturday:  one  pint 
of  soup,  and  twelve  oz.  bread.  Females,  Sunday,  Monday, 
and  Saturday : one  pint  of  soup,  and  eight  oz.  bread.  Males, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday:  one  pint  of  ox-head  soup,  and 
twelve  oz.  bread.  Females,  Wednesday  and  Thursday:  one 
pint  of  ox-head  soup,  and  eight  oz.  bread.  Males,  Friday: 
one  pint  of  new  milk,  and  twelve  oz.  bread.  Females,  Fri- 
day : one  pint  of  new  milk,  and  eight  oz.  bread. 

Supper — Seven  oz.  oatmeal,  made  into  porridge,  and  one- 
tliird  of  a pint  of  new  milk. 

The  soup  given  on  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Saturday,  is 
made  from  seventy -five  lb.  of  beef,  without  bone,  together 
with  oatmeal  and  vegetables.  That  given  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  is  made,  from  ox  heads  and  bones.  Tuesday, 
Dinner:  boiled  rice  and: molasses.  The  seventy-five  lb.  of 
beef  is  cut  info  the  soup,  aud  distributed  in  equal  quantities 
among  the  patients. 

Extra  Dietary — Boiled  bread  and  milk ; cold  milk  and 
bread ; mutton  chops  and  bread ; porter  or  wine,  as  the  case 
may  require. 

Sick  Dietary. — Beef  tea,  or  wine,  tea,  cocoa,  coffee,  &c., 
as  the.  physician  may  deem  necessary. 

No  printed  formulas  of  dietary  have  ever  been  kept. 

Richmond  Asylum. 

Breakfast — One  quart  of  stirabout,  composed  of  eight  oz. 
oatmeal,  and  1|  oz.  rice,  and  one  pint  of  new  milk,  or  eight 
oz.  white  bread,  and  one  pint  of  tea. 

Dimer. — Females : one-half  lb.  meat,1  and  one  pint  of 
soup,  with  eight  oz.  bread,  or  two  lbs.,  of  potatoes.  Males : 
one-half  lb.  meat,  and  one  pint  of  soup,  with  ten  oz.  bread, 
or  two  lbs.  potatoes. 

■Sapper.— Eight  oz.  bread,  and  one  pint  cocoa. 

Dinner  on  Fridays,  females : eight  oz.  bread,  or  lb.  pota- 
toes, and  one  pint  of  new  milk ; males : ten  oz.  bread,  or 
2i  lbs.  potatoes,  and  one  pint  of  new  milk. 

Servants’  Rations. — The  same  as  above,  with  the  exception 
of  one-fourth  lb.  additional  meat  for  dinner. 


Sligo  Asylum. 

Breakfast One  quart  stirabout;  one-tbird  quart  new 

milkf 

Dinner. — Sunday:  seven  oz.  uncooked  meat;  three  lbs. 
potatoes ; twelve  oz.  vegetables;  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday:  three  lbs.  potatoes;  one-third  quart  new  milk. 
Tuesday:  three  lbs.  potatoes;  one  quart  meat  soup,  with 
vegetables,  &c.  Thursday  aud  Saturday;  males:  ten  oz. 
bread,  and  one  quart  meat  soup,  with  vegetables,  &C. ; fe- 
males: eight  oz.  bread,  and  one  quart  meat  soup,  with  vege- 
tables, &c. 

Supijer. — Males : eight  oz.  bread ; one  pint  cocoa.'  Fe- . 
males : six  oz.  bread ; one  pint  cocoa. 

1.  Stirabout  in  the  following  proportions — for  one  quart, 
oatmeal  (eutlins)  six  oz. ; rice,  1 £ oz.  2.  Meat-  soup  with 
m 2 ■ 
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vegetables,  for  thirty-two  patients,  six  lb.  beef,  one  ox  head, 
two  lb.  oatmeal,  or  split  pease,  with  pepper,  salt,  onions,  and 
other  vegetables.  3.  Eire  milk — four  oz.  rice,  one -third 
quart  of  new  milk,  one  oz.  treacle.  4.  Tea — tea,  one  oz., 
sugar,  four  oz.,  water,  seven  pints,  new  milk,  one  pint.  5. 
Cocoa,  four  oz.,  sugar,  four  oz.,  water,  six  pints,  new  milk, 
two  pints.  6.  Laundry  women,  six  oz.  bread,  and  one  pint 
tea  each,  at  eleven  o’clock,  a.m.  7.  Feeble  and  sick  patients, 
whatever  is  ordered  by  the  medical  officers,  as  chops,  steaks, 
eggs,  fowl,  beef  tea,  arrow  root,  sago,  rice-milk,  fruit,  wine, 
porter,  ale,  &c. 

Waterford  Asylum. 

Ordinary  Diet  for  Patients. 

Breakfast, — Gi  oz.  oatmeal  and  rice  in  quart  of  stirabout, 
and  two-thirds  of  a pint  new  milk.  When  the  physician 
considers  that  bread  should  be  given  instead  of  stirabout, 


the  male  patients  get  eight  oz.,  and  the  females,  seven  oz. 
bread. 

Dinner. — Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday, 
males : ten  oz.  bread,  and  one  pint  skimmed  milk.  Females: 
eight  oz.  bread,  and  one,  pint  skimmed  milk.  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  males:  ten  oz.  bread,  with  one-half  lb.  beef,  made 
into  one  quart  of  soup.  Females : 8 oz.  bread,  and  soup  as 
the  males.  Sunday,  males:  twelve  oz.  beef.  Females;  ten 
oz.  beef,  made  into  soup;  bread  as  before.  Male  patients 
working  get  one-half  lb.  beef,  in  soup,  instead  of  skimmed 
milk,  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday,  or  (if  they 
prefer)  six  oz.  bread  additional,  every  day  for  dinner. 

Supper — Males : one-half  lb.  bread,  and  two-thirds  of  a 
pint  skimmed  milk.  Females:  seven  oz.  bread,  and  two- 
thirds  of  a pint  skimmed  milk. 

Sick  Diet. — Arrow  root,  rice,  bread  and  milk,  &c.,  as  may 
be  ordered  by  the  physician,  instead  of  the  ordinary  diet. 

Extras. — Groceries,  wine,  beer,  whiskey,  fowls,  &c.,  as  may 
be  ordered  by  the  physician. 


APPENDIX  B.— HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY  (HARDWICKE  CELLS) 
AND  LIFFORD. 

HARDWICKE  CELLS  (HOUSE  OF  INDUSTRY). 

No.  1. — State  of  Asylum,  31st  March,  1857. 

Total  Numbers  in  the  House,  32  Males,  73  Females,  Total  105 : all  returned  as  “probably  incurable.”* 


No.  2. — Return  of  Admissions  and  Discharges  for  Five  Years. 


- 

Years  ending  31st  March. 

1852. 

1853. 

1851. 

1855. 

1856. 

Numbers,  31st  March  in  each  year,  . 
Daily  Average  for  each  year, 
Admissions, 

Discharged 

Recovered, 

Not  recovered, 

.. 

~~33 

7 

l 15  | 

107 

108  | 

S3 
12  , 

73 

8 

1 

101! 
106  \ 
20 

32 

4 

1 

74 

4 

106 

106 

8 

1 

27 

a i 

67 

94 

100 

! 12 

2 

33 

31 

23 

! 47 
36 

109 

101 

78 

59 

No.  3.  Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  during  same  period. 


Months. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1355. 

1856. 

January,  . 

* 

*• 

»*■ 

»■ 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

3 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

TOT. 

February, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

j 

1 

- 

- 

- 

March, 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

April, 

May, 

_ 

- ■ 

July, 

_ 

August,  . 
September, 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

I 

1 

1 

November, 

2 

December, 

i 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total, 

6 

s 

3 

1 

4 

4 

13 

17 

6 

2 

8 

1 

4 

No.  4 — Assigned  Causes  of  Death. 


Sd'S o?  “»  ie,"‘ a f »«*  ■**“  »»*  tad 


(Signed)  H.  H.  Stewart,  Governor. 


LIFFORD  CELLS. 

Number  of  Inmates,  January  l,  1857—3  Idiots,  1 Male,  and  2 Females. 
• Not  classed  according  to  "forms  of  mental  disease." 
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APPENDIX  C.— CENTRAL  CRIMINAL  ASYLUM,  DUNDRUM. 


No.  1. — Return— State  of  tlie  Asylum  on  1st  January,  1857. 


Total  Numbers,  1st  January,  1857, 

State  as  to  probability  of  recovery : 
Probably  curable, 

Probably  incurable, 

Forms  of  Mental  Disease : * 

Mania — Acute, 

Ordinary, 

Chronic, 

Moral  Insanity, 

Melancholia, 

Congenital  Idiocy, 

Congenital  Imbecility, 

Dementia, 


6 

4 

40 


17 

11' 

12 

11 


Epileptics, 

Dangerous  to  others, 
Suicidal,  . 

Of  dirty  habits,  . 

Received  from  Gaols: 
Criminal  Lunatics, 


9 

31 


5 


* 1 7 Inmates  arc  returned  as  not  considered  insane. 


No.  2.— Return  of  Admissions  and  Discharges  during  a Period  of  Five  Years. 


No.  3. — Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  during  same  period. 


No.  4. — Return — Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  same  period. 


Causes. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1355. 

1856. 

M 

v 

TOT 

M 

p 

TOT. 

M, 

p 

TOT. 

M. 

F.  TOT. 

M 

Apoplexy 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- . - 

2 

2 

Tubercular  Cavity  in  the  Lungs,  .... 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Softening  of  the  Brain  and  Paralysis, 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis, 

1 

1 

Hard  Tubercular  Liver,  with  Jaundice  and  Dropsy.  . 

1 

1 

Vomiting,  Wasting  of  Flesh,  and  Retention  of  Urine, 

- 

“ 

_ 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

l 

1 

- 

“ 

Totals 

1 

- 

1 

' 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 
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No.  5. — Return  of  the  Number  of  Beds  for  Patients. 


„ 

1 F' 

TOT. 

Exclusive  of  Infirmaries,  or  Rooms  originally  intended  for  Side : 

30 

In  Single  Rooms.  ...... 

In  Associated  Dormitories,  ..... 

Infirmaries,  or  Rooms  originally  intended  for  Sick : 

In  Associated  Dormitories,  ..... 

14 

~ 

Total  Beds : 

In  Associated  Dormitories,  ..... 

64 

33 

97 

Grand  Total  of  Beds,  ...... 

84 

43 

127 

* To  tliis  number  should  be  added  14  who  sleep  associated  in  the  building  intended  for  an  hospital. 


No.  6. — Return — Quantity  and  Appropriation  of  Land — 1st  January,  1857* 


Quantity  and  Appropriation. 


Site  of  Buildings,  Offices,  and  Airing  Courts,  . . . . . . 1 1 38 

Under  Spade  Cultivation,*  . . . . . . . . . 13  1 29 

Otherwise  Cultivated — Grapes,  Vetches,  Corn.f  . . . . . .8011 

Remainder,  including  Airing  Grounds,  exclusive  of  the  Yards,  Roads;  or  Passages,  small  ? - n 

Grass  Plots, 5 


Total,  . . . . 29  0 21 

" This  is  as  near  to  that  in  9pade  cultivation  as  can  at  present  be  arrived  at ; hut  there  is  a field  of  four  acres  and  a-half,  nearly,  now  dag,  in 
which  it  is  intended  to  plant  potatoes,  opening  the  drills  by  the  plough. 

+ Of  this  eight  acres,  six  acres  one  rood  are  now  sown,  nearly  four  acres  with  wheat  and  grass  seeds ; the  remainder  with  grass  seeds. 


No.  7. — Return  of  Expenditure  and  Receipts  for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1856. 


Items.  Amount. 

£ s.  d. 

Salaries,  "Wages,  and  Allowances,  Clothing,  Rations,  &c.,  of  Officers  and  Servants,  . 1,477  5 1 
Patients’ Provisions,  including  Medical  Diet,  ......  880  2 11$ 

Groceries,  . . . . . . . . . . . 150  9 2 

Wine,  Spirits,  Beer,  and  Porter,  . . . . . . . . 59  3 9 

Medicines,  Medical  and  Surgical  Appliances,  . . . . . 20  1 8 

Tobacco  and  Snuff.  . . . . . . . . . . 31  8 0 

Patients'  Clothing,  . . . . . . . . . 56  14  7J 

Fuel,  Light,  Soap,  &c.,  .........  385  3 4| 

Furniture,  . . . . . . . . . . 28  11  0* 

Advertisements,  . . . . . . . . . . .880 

Farm  and  Garden,  . . . . . . . . . 95  1 71 

Repairs  and  Alterations,  . . . . . . . . . 16  12  11 J 

Cost  of  six  cows  procured  for  the  use  of  the  Asylum,  . . . . 85  2 6 

Keep  of  ditto,  . . . . . . . . . . 46  7 

Miscellaneous  and  Incidental  Expenses,  . . . . . . . 33  8 1J 


Total  Expenditure,  . . . 3,374  0 4‘ 

Deduct  Receipts  from — 

Sale  of  Produce,  . . . . . . . 92  18  8 

Other  Sources,  . . . . . . . 8 4 10 

Total  Receipts,  . . . . 101  3 6 

Daily  Average  Number  of  Patients,  128.  

Net  Expenditure,  . . . 3,272  16  10J 


No.  8. — Return  of  the  Cases  admitted  into  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum  in  each  of  the  past  seven 
years  (or  for  such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open),  distinguishing  the  number  of 
Cases  of  Relapse  re-admitted  within  each,  year;  and  also,  distinguishing  the  Cases  re-admitted 
once,  twice,  or  oftener. 


No.  9- — Return  of  Cures  which  have  taken  place  in  each  year  during  the  last  five  years  (or  for  such 
shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open),  in  the  Central  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum,  dis- 
tinguishing them,  as  in  the  subjoined  Table. 


Duration  of  Patients’  stay  in  Asylum. 

1852.: 

1853. 

1854. 

1855.  | 

1856. 

More  than  6 months,  less  than  1 year. 

*2  j 

M.  | 

; 

Toy. 

1 

». 

TOT. . 

More  than  1 year,  less  than  2 years,  . 

1 

2 

More  than  2 years,  less  than  3 years,  . 

"I 

" 

- 

- 

1 j 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

3 

3 

7 

10 

Ll 

3 

9 

3 j 

1 1 

3 

2 

5 
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No.  1 0. — A Return  of  the  Lunatics  of  each  Sex  admitted  into  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum  in  each  of 
the  last  seven  years  (or  for  such  shorter  period  as  the  Asylum  may  have  been  open),  showing  the 
previous  Occupations  in  life,  as  far  as  can  he  ascertained,  into  which  the  cases  may  be  distributed, 
and  the  numbers  in  each  Class ; as  also,  those  whose  previous  Occupation  is  unknown. 


Previous  Occupation  in  Life. 

| 1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

Total  for 
Seven  Years. 

Captain,  merchant  service, 

1 

*■ 

M 

M. 

F_ 

K. 

* 

H. 

P. 

P. 

Schoolmaster 

Clergyman,  .... 

Gentleman 

Bank  clerk 

Law  clerk,  .... 

I 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Apothecary’s  assistant,  . 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

Farmers, 

3 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

Clothier, 

Dealer, 

- 

Weavers 

. 

Hackler 

1 

Gun  smith,  .... 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

Sawyer, 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whitesmith,  .... 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

, 

Blacksmith,  .... 

Tin  smith,  .... 

1 

Joiner, 

- 

_ 

Carpenter,  .... 

2 

Printer, 

1 

Shoemaker 

Labourer,  .... 

2 

Farm  labourers. 

22 

5 

1 

2 

- 

Servants,  .... 

10 

1 

1 ‘ 

Soldiers, 

3 

1 

Farmers’  wives, 

4 

Tradesmen’s  wives,  . 

Dressmakers,  .... 

_ 

2 

_ 

Unknown,  .... 

5 

12 

2 

(j 

Policeman’s  wife, 

~ 

~ 

1 

| - 

1 

No.  11. — -Nominal  List  of  Officers  and  Return  of  Number  of  Attendants  in  Asylum, 
1st  January,  1857. 


Name  of 

Officor  or  Servant. 

A*,. 

Date  of 
Appointment. 

Nature  of  Office. 

Resident 
or  Non-resident. 

Salama 

Allowances  (if  any) , including  Clothing 
and  Rations. 

William  Corbet,  . 

Robert  Harrison,  . 
John  Mullen, 

Sarah  M ‘Donnell, 

P.  W.  Long, 

Rev.  J.  Ennis, 

Rev.  A.  N.  Bredin,  I 

59 

61 

29 

44 

40 

60 
49  i 

April,  1850, 

April,  1850, 
February,  1852, 
Juno,  1850, 
May,  1850, 
May,  1850, 
July,  1851, 

Resident  Physician  and 
Governor," 

Visiting  Physician, 
Clerk  and  Storekeeper, . 
Matron, 

Apothecary, 

Ii.  C.  Chaplain,  . 
Protestant  Chaplain,  . 

Resident, 

Non-resident, 

Non-resident, 

Resident, 

Non-resident, 

Non-resident, 

Non-resident, 

£ 

260 

150 

100 

80 

40 

60 

40 

Some  rations,  milk,  4 lbs.  of  bread 
per  week,  beer,  butter ; the  com- 
puted value  of  these  matters  being 
for  Matron  and  Resident  Physician 
about  £21  per  annum,  for  both 
together;  also,  vegetables  raised 
on  the  farm,  or  about  £ 10  10s.  each. 

Beside  the  above  officers,  there  are  seven  male  attendants  and  four  female  attendants,  a hall-porter,  gate-porter,  stoker,  gardener,  tailor,  and  a 
female  assistant  storekeeper,  cook,  laundress,  and  housemaid. 


No.  12. — Arrangements  for  Exercise,  Recreation,  &c..  Central  Asylum. 


“ By  referring  to  page  fourteen  of  tlie  general  rules  and 
regulations  herewith  sent,  the  Commissioners  will  find  the 
hours  for  rising  and  retiring  to  bed  for  the  patients,  as  well 
as  the  hours  for  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper.  The  only 
change  in  these  matters  is,  that  breakfast  and  supper  are  half 
an  hour  earlier  than  the  time  set  down. 

“As  to  exercise,  there  are  usually  about  fifty  of  the  males 
occupied  out  of  a total  of  eighty-three.  Twenty-six  of  the  fifty 
in  garden  or  farm  work;  about  seven  at  tradework,  as  shoe- 
making,  &c. ; six  in  general  cleaning  the  house,  sometimes 
more ; the  residue,  eleven  innumber,  are  employed  on  the  great 
water  pump,  on  the  foul-tank  pump,  or  on  the  kitchen-yard 
pumps,  &c.  This  pump  work  may  average  each  day  four 
hours’  duration.  I consider  that  all  these  men  have  exercise 
enough  for  the  week  days.  The  tradesmen  are  in  the  work- 
shops, from  nine,  a.m.,  till  four,  p.m.,  except  the  dinner  time 
of  the  attendants,  and  their  own  dinner  hour ; according  to 
the  season,  these  people  get  one  or  two  hours  for  recreation, 
before  evening  meal.  Of  the  remaining  thirty- three,  scarcely 
any  thing  useful  can  he  made  of  them,  for  the  most  part 
they  are  m the  great  yard,  whilst  the  pumping  is  carried  on, 
any  that  can  be  induced  may  take  a share  in  the  work ; but 
from  six  to  ten  usually,  from  sickness,  delicacy,  or  un- 
manageableness, are  left  in  their  rooms  or  divisions. 

“ On  Sundays  and  holidays,  after  divine  service,  the  men  in 
general  go  out  on  the  pleasure  ground,  with  attendants, 
until  .dkner  hour ; and  again  after  dinner,  until  five  o’clock 
in  summer,  or  until  dusk  in  winter. 

“ The  amusements  are  not  many : we  have  had  draughts  and 
cards  within  doors;  bowling,  cricket,  foot-ball,  band-ball 


outside : these  please  for  a time,  and  are  thrown  aside.  Our 
population  are  almost  all  of  the  humbler  class,  very  many  do 
not  read  or  write,  and  so  far  as  I have  tried,  little  encourage- 
ment has  been  given  me  to  get  up  a library.  Two  weekly 
papers  are  in  general  sent  round  among  the  people,  Cham- 
bers' Edinburgh  Journal , some  of  the  National  Education 
books ; these  are  often  ill-used  and  torn.  One  drawback  to 
the  reading  class  is  the  want  of  a separate  room,  properly 
lighted,  where  readers  alone  should  be  admitted,  for  the  day- 
rooms  are  too  noisy  and  unquiet  for  reading  in.  As  regards 
Testaments  and  prayer  books,  I have  from  time  to  time  dis- 
tributed them  through  the  divisions  to  such  as  wished  them, 
and  lent  some  of  my  own  books  to  proper  persons,  who  asked 
for  them. 

“ Of  the  women,  in  number  forty-four,  nine  in  general  are 
in  the  laundry;  eleven  at  needlework  or  knitting  stockings; 
six  in  cleaning  their  divisions;  four  in  miscellaneous  matters, 
assisting  the  cook,  &c. ; fourteen  are  confined  to  bed,  or  are 
incompetent.  These  people  have  the  two  airing  yards  open 
to  them,  such  as  can  make  use  of  them,  others,  especially  the 
laundry  people,  have  one  or  two  hours  walking  in  the  plea- 
sure grounds,  when  their  work  is  done,  towards  evening. 

“ Atuncertain  intervals,  about  every  secondmonth,  we  have 
had  music  and  dancing,  a kind  of  ffite,  on  which  occasions 
males  and  females  have  been  brought  into  a large  day-room, 
have  got  tea,  and  half  a pint  of  beer,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  made,  so  far,  happy ; these  parties  end  at  half-past  ten 
o’clock,  P.M.” 

(Signed),  W.  Corbet,  m.d., 

Governor. 
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No.  13. — Dietary  of  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum. 


Breakfast Ordinary,  six  days  in  the  week : 5 A oz.  best 

oatmeal' and  one  oz.  best  rice,  made  into  one  quart  of  stir- 
about, and  three-fourths  of  a pint  new  milk.  Bread  and 
miik  - one-half  lb.  white  bread,  and  three-fourths  of  a pint 
new  milk.  Tea:  one  oz.  tea.  and  six  oz.  sugar,  for  each 
patient  in  the  week,  made  by  the  cook  into  one  pint  of  tea 
each  day,  and  one-half  lb.  white  bread.  Ordinary,  on 
Sunday,  cocoa : 2A  lbs.  rock  cocoa,  four  lbs.  sugar,  and  six 
quarts’ new  milk,  to  seventy  patients,  each  patient  to  receive 
one  pint  of  this  mixture,  and  one-half  lb.  white  bread. 

Dinner — Ordinary,  Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday, 
males : eight  oz.  prime  beef,  10  J oz.  white  bread,  with  vege- 
tables, or  in  lieu  of  bread,  two  lbs.  potatoes.  Females: 
eight  oz.  beef,  vegetables,  and  eight  oz.  bread,  or  in  lieu  of 
bread,  14-  lb.  potatoes.  Ordinary,  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Saturday,  soup : three  ox-heads,  weight  from  eighteen  to 


twenty  lbs.  each,  twenty  lbs.  beef,  six  lbs.  meal,  vegetables, 
pepper,  allspice,  &c.,  in  due  proportion,  for  116  patients,  each 
male  patient  to  receive  one  quart  of  this  soup,  and  10  A oz. 
bread,  and  each  female  patient  to  receive  one  quart  of” this 
soup,  and  eight  oz.  bread.  Friday,  potatoes  and  milk : each 
male  patient  to  receive  three  lbs.  potatoes,  aud  one  pint  milk, 
and  each  female  patient  to  receive  two  lbs.  potatoes,  and 
tlirec-foiirths  of  a pint  milk:  or  pea  soup,  2A  stones  split 
pease,  with  vegetables,  pepper,  &c.,  for  1 16  patients,  each 
male  patient  to  receive  one  quart  of  this  soup,  and  10A  oz. 
bread,  and  each  female  patient  to  receive  one  quart  of  soup, 
and  eight  oz.  bread. 

Supper — Bread  and  milk,  males : one-third  of  a quart  of 
milk,  and  eight  oz.  bread.  Females:  one-third  of  a quart  of 
milk,  and  seven  oz.  bread. 


APPENDIX  D.— LUNATICS  IN  GAOLS  AND  GOVERNMENT  PRISONS. 


No.  1. — Criminal  Lunatics  within  the  Provisions  of  the  Act  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  cap.  33,  secs.  16,  17,  viz. : 
Persons  indicted  and  tried,  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  Insanity,  or  found  Insane  on  arraign- 
ment and  not  tried,  1st  of  January,  1857. 


Asylum  District. 

Gaol. 

Total. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Mental  State. 

D 

- 

n of  Imprisonment. 

Felony. 

Assault. 

In". 

Idiotic. 

LCYc'i 

.1 

More  than 
1,  less  than 
2 Years. 

More  than 
2,  less  than 
3 Years. 

Ballinasloe, 

TOT 

V- 

TOT 

v.  'tot. 

TOT 

, 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

S’. 

TOT. 

SI. 

p. 

L. 

Belfast,  . 

Downpatrick, 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

-1 1 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Atbv,  . 

I 

“ 

~ 

2 

i 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Clonmel, t 

Nenagh, 

2 

1 

3 

l 

- 

M 

1 

1 

2 

- 1 

1 

1 

~ 

1 

1 

1 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

Totals, 

7 

1 

_ 

- 

4 

1 

•A 

1 

- ^ 0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

‘ 

2 

1 

1 

* Returned  Sane. 

+ No  Lunatics  of  this  class  were  confined  i..  

Maryborough,  Mullingar,  Omagh,  Richmond,  Sligo,  o 


No.  2.  Criminal  Lunatics  who  had,  while  under  sentence  of  Impi'isonment  or  Transportation, 
become  and  were  Insane,  1st  of  January,  1857. 

a.  In  Gaols. 


Asylum  District. 

Gaol. 

1 

Nat 

uro  of  Offence. 

■““j 

ID. 

ivaticn 

. of 

| Assault. 

| Desertion.  1 

1 Less  thaul  year. 

Carlow,  .... 

Wexford,  . . . I 

2 j 

TOT. 

2 

i „ 

1 i : 

F:  i 

jj 

1 

F; 

T 

2 l - 

I 

" 

2 

Itot. 

* No  Lunatics  of  this  class  in  Gaols  of  any  other  District. 


b.  In  Government  Prisons. 


Prison. 

When  received. 

Names. 

Sex. 

•Age.  1 

Offence. 

Present 

Mental 

Philipstown  Convict  Depot,” 

14th  December,  1854,  . 

John  Loftus,  . 

I j 

F.  j 

24  Tears. 

Felony  after  former 

Both 

conviction.  j 

dangerous 

25th  June,  1856, 

James  Geraghty, 

1 j 

“j 

21  Years. 

Burglary. 

lunatics. 

*No  lunatic  in  any-  other  Government  Prison  at  this  date. 
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]S[0.  3. — Persons  under  Committal  for  Trial,  and  Insane,  1st  of  January,  1857. 


Nature  of  Offence. 

1 

ratio, 

i of 

Asylum  District. 

Gaol. 

| Total. 

Felony.  1 

Assault.  1 

Insane. 

J Less  than  1 

year. 

Clonmel, 
Richmond,*  . 

Nenagh,  . 

City  of  Dublin  Male  Prison, 

*1 
l 1 

l"i- 

i 

I!  =| 

i 

*i  I 

i*i 

TOT. 

i 

| l 

!tot 
t l" 
1 

i 

l 

- 

TOT. 

1 

1 

Totals, 

2 

L 

Li 

rF 

i 

1 

nr 

1 

F 

Li 

- 

2 

3 

3 

* No  Lunatics  of  tliis  class  in  the  Gaols  of  any  other  District. 


Wo.  4 Persons  in  Custody  under  any  Warrant  in  default  of  Surety  to  keep  the  Peace,  and 

Insane,  1st  of  January,  1857. 


Asylum  District.  | 

Gaol. 

Total. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Threatening  lBreach  of  Peace. 
Suicide. 

Mental  St 
Insane 

ate.  J 

^Du: 

?sonn 

of 

Richmond,* 

Dublin  Female  Penitentiary, 

l! 

4 

M. 

\ ' 

TOT. 

j1-! 

F 

3 

-t  | 

F 

4 ^ 

T 

* None  of  this  class  in  any  other  prison.  t The  other  prisoners  of  this  class  returned  « convalescent. 


No.  5 (a).~ 
cap. 


■Dangerous  Lunatics  and  Idiots  Committed  to  Gaol  by  Justices,  under  the  Acte  1 Viet., 
27,  sec.  1,  and  8 & 9 Viet.,  cap.  107,  sec.  10,  in  custody  on  1st  of  January,  1857- 


IiIHEHICK, 

liOSDOSDERItY, 

Maryborough, 


Caviui  County, 
Galway  County, 

Mayo  County, . 

Down  County, 
Kildare  County, 
Wexford  County, 
Tipperary  County 
Clonmel, 

Nenngli, 

Cork  County,  . 
Kilkenny  County, 

„ City, 
Limerick  County, 
Clare  County, . 
Donegal  Comity, 
Londonderry  County, 
Queen's  County, 
King’s  County, 
Fermanagh  County. 
Dublin  County, 
Dublin  City; 
Richmond  B., 
Grangegormon  Pi 
Louth  County, 
Drogheda  Town, 
Wicklow  County, 

Totals, 


Duration  of  Imprisonment. 


More  than 
Less  than  1 Year  and 
1 Year.  less  than 


More  than 
2Yoarsand| 
less  than 
3 Years. 


tel 


More  than 
4 Years  and 
less  than 

5 Years. 


1 returned  as  “ recovered  and  lit  to  be  discharged." 

Noth. One  mdc  fcmrtfe  « confined  la  Kmtt  Gaol,  (Bichmond  District.)  avto.e  case  maid  not  ada.lt  of  Mag  classed 

under  any  of  the  foregoing  heads. 


[Table. 

n 
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No.  5 (6). — Dangerous  Lunatics  and  Idiots  Committed  to  Gaol  by  Justices,  under  the  Acts  1 Viet. 

Imprisonment  had  not  exceeded  One  Year,  distinguishing  the  numbers’ 


Asylum  District. 

Gaol. 

Total. 

Not 

1 Month. 

Exceeding  1 an 
not  exceeding 
2 Months.  " 

Excecding2  am 
not  exceeding 
3 Months. 

Exceeding  3 am 
4 Months.  ^ 

Exceeding!  and 
not  exceeding 
5 Months. 

Armagh,  . 

Cavan  Comity,  . 

*; 

“l 

i 

F- 

”5- 

*• 

M- 

TOT. 

».  j r. 

TOT. 

SI. 

p. 

TOT. 

Bauuha.si.oe,  . 

Galway  County, 

1 

i 

1 

Mayo  County,  . 

Belfast, 

Down  County,  . 

l 

1 

1 

Carlow,  . 

Kildare  County, 

1 

1 

Wexford  County, 

0 

11 

3 

2 

5 

Clonmel, 

Clonmel,  . 

Nenagli,  . 

3 

1 

1 

Cork, 
Kilkenny  , 

Cork  County,  . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

■ 1 

- 

Kilkenny  Comity, 

8 

l 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

„ _ City,  . 
limerick  County, 

1 

1 

Limerick, 

4 

_ i ■ 

Clare  County,  . 

— 

Londonderry, 

Londonderry  County, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-1  - 

- 

- 

1 

Maryborough, 

King’s  County, . 

1 

Queen’s  Countv, 

1 

Fermanagh  County,  . 

1 

Richmond, 

Dublin  County, 

i 

Dublin  City : 

3 

Richmond  B., 

7 

q 

n 

Grangegorman  P., 

- 

30 

20 

_ 

G 

,1 

0 

2 

. 

. 

3 

3 

Louth  County,  - 

* 

i ^ 

~ 

Drogheda  Town, 

0 

Wicklow  County, 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals,  . 

31 

73 

124 

21 

18 

39 

0 

0 

12 

3 

11 

14 

3j— 

10 

No.  6.  Lonatics  of  all  Classes  confined  in  the  several  Gaols  in  Ireland  (arranged  in  Asylum 


Limerick,  . 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, 


Cavan  County, 
Galway  County,  . 
Mayo  County, 
Roscommon  County, 
Down  County, 

Carlow  County,  . 
Kildare  County: 
Naas, 

Atby, 

Wexford  County,  . 
Tipperary  County : 
Clonmel, 

Nenagh, 

Cork  Comity, 
Kilkenny  County, . 

„ City, 
Limerick  County, . 
Clare  County, 
Londonderry  County, 
Donegal  Comity,  . 
King's  County, 
Queen’s  County,  . 
Fermanagh  County, 
Dublin  County,  .' 
Dublin  City: 
Richmond  B., 
Grangegonnan  P., 
Louth  County, 
Drogheda  Town,  . 
Wicklow  County,  . 


eding  3,  not 

cceeding 

Months. 

I Exceeding  6, 
9 Mouths.  ° 

Exceeding  9, 
not  exceeding 
12  Mouths. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

p 

TOT. 

M 

TOT 

— 

“ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

j - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

i _ 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

j - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I _ 

- 

I 

1 

l 

1 “ 

1 

I 

- 

1 

-1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

4 

I 

1 

2 

“ 

e 

! J; 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

2 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

I 

"a 

I 

1 

1 

~ 

~ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

5 

_ 

2 

2 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

4 

4 . 

- 

5 

0 

_ 

_ 

_ 

i 

" 

2 

- 

- 

- 

15 

30 

4 

10 

W 1 

8 

14 

23 

• This  man  was  committed  June  19,  1854;  found  insane  on  arraignment;  sent 
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cap.  27,  sec.  1,  and  8 & 9 Viet.,  cap.  107,  sec.  10  (included  in  the  foregoing  Table),  whose  Period  of 
received,  in  the  several  Gaols,  in  each  Month,  during  the  year. 


Exceeding 
5,  and  not 
exceeding 
G Months. 

Exceeding 
0,  and  not 
exceeding 
7 Months. 

Exceeding 

exceeding 
0 Mouths. 

Exceeding 

exceeding 
9 Months. 

Exceeding  9 and 
not  exceeding 
10  Months. 

Exceeding  10  | 
and  not  exceed- 
ing 1 1 Months.  | 

Exceeding  1 1 
and  not  exceed-] 
ing  12  Months.  | 

Gaol 

Asylum  District. 

_ 1 

K ! 

mr 

„ 

tot 

w. 

k. 

TOT. 

H. 

TOT. 

r. 

TOT. 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Cavan  County, 

Armagh. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Galway  County, 

Baliinasloe. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Mayo  County. 

Down  County, 

Belfast. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Kildare  County, 

Carlow. 

X 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

- 

a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Wexford  County. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

l 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Clonmel, . 

Clonmel. 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nenagh. 

Cork  County,  . 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

Kilkenny  County,  . 

Kilkenny. 

1 

1 

„ City. 

Limerick  Countv,  . 

Limerick. 

Clare  County. 

Londonderry  County, 

Londonderry. 

1 

Donegal  County. 

King's  County, 

Maryborough. 

_ 

_ 

- 

Queen's  County. 

Fermanagh  County. 

Omagh. 

1 

1 

Dublin  County, 

Bichmond. 

Dublin  City : 

_ 

Bichmond  B., 

o 

.> 

o 

1 

l 

3 

3 

l 

1 

(irangegorman  V. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

" 

" 

- 

~ 

- 

Wicklow  County, 

1 

0 

3 

1 

7 

H* 

5 

1 

3 

1“ 

4 

-1 

8 

3 

4 

Ll 

1 

a 

0 

Totals. 

Districts),  on  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  slowing  the  duration  of  Imprisonment  in  the  several  Oases. 


Exceeding  12 
Months,  not 
exceeding  2 

Exceeding  2, 

3 Years.  I 

Exceeding 

ling 

Exceeding  4, 
not  exceeding 
5 Years. 

Exceeding  5, 
not  exceeding 
6 Years. 

Exceeding  10 

Gaol. 

Asylum  District. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

F« 

TOT1 

»■ 

wr. 

1 

TOT. 

Cavan  County, 

Armagh. 

Galway  County, 

Balt.tnasloe. 

Mayo  County. 

Roscommon  County. 

. 

Down  County, 

Belfast. 

Carlow  County, 

Carlow. 

Kildare  Countv: 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Naas. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Athy. 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wexford  County. 

Tipperary  County: 

Clonmel. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Clonmel. 

1 

Nenagh. 

Cork  County,  . 

Kilkenny  County,  . 

Kilkenny. 

„ City. 

Limerick  Countv,  . 

Limerick. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

~ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Londonderry  Comity, 

Londonderry. 

. 

- 

.. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

Donegal  County. 

King’s  County, 

Maryborough. 

Queen’s  County. 

Fermanagh  County, 

Omagh. 

Dublin  County, 

Bichmond. 

Dublin  City: 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Bichmond  B. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grangegorman  P. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Louth  Countv. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

~ 

~ 

Wicklow  County. 

13 

1 

14 

8 

- 

8 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

“ 

2 

Totals. 

to  Central  Criminal  Asylum  ; and  received  back  for  trial,  November  24,  1850. 
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APPENDIX  E.— LUNATICS  IN  ‘WORKHOUSES. 

■No*  1 — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons  in  the  several  Union  Workhouses,  on  the  1st 
January,  185  7,  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order,  and  classified  according  to  Forms  of  Mental  Disease. 


1 

1 

Distribution  according  t 

Forms  of  Mental  Disease 

I 

Name  of  Union. 

Total  Numbers 
Workhouse. 

Mauia — Acute, 
Ordinary,  Chronic 

Melancholia 
(whether  or  not 

Congenital 

Idiocy. 

Other  forms  of 
Mental  Disease. 

Numbers 
1 of  the  foregoing 

Moral  Insanity. 

Delusions 
or  Excitement). 

Imbecility. 

Dementia. 

1 Epileptic 

Fits. 

Abbeyleix, 

SI. 

1 r. 

TOT. 

SI. 

E, 

TOT 

y 

y 

E. 

T.nr 

sn 

TAT 

1 

ii 

18 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Antrim,  . 

9 

1 

1 

o 

1 

Ardee, 

J 

2 

Armagh,  . 

8 

8 

10 

] 

0 

10 

- 

3 

Athlone,  . 
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No.  1. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons,  &c. — continued. 


Distribution  according  to  Forms  of  Mental  Disease. 

Name  of  Union. 

Total  Numbers 

Mania — Acuto, 
Drditiary,  Chronic. 

Melancholia 
(whether  or  not 

Congenital 

Idiocy. 

Other  forms  of 
Mental  Disease. 

Numbers 
of  the  foregoing 

Moral  Insanity. 

Delusions 
or  Excitement). 

Congenital 

Imbecility. 

Dementia. 

Epileptic  Fits. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

M.  1 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

u. 

p. 

TOT. 
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10 

17 

- 

1 
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_ 

_ 
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7 

11 
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Lisburn,  . 

G 

4 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

G 

4 

10 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Lismore,  . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Lisnaskea, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1!) 

17 

7 

0 

12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

11 

12 

23 

1 

1 

4 

0 

Longford, 

0 

2 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Loughrea, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 
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No.  2. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons  in  the  several  Union  Workhouses  on  the 


Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 


ARMAGH  DISTRICT. 

Co.  AnauGH : 

Armagh  (part  in  Tyrone),  . 

Banbridge  (part  in  Down),  . 

Castlcblayney  (part  in  Monaghan), 

Dundalk  (part  in  Louth  and  Monaghan), 
Lurgan  (part  in  Antrim  and  Down), 

Newry  (port  in  Down), 

Co.  Cavan  : 

Boilieborough,  .... 
Bawnboy  (part  in  Leitrim), . 

Cavan,  ..... 
Cootehill  (part  in  Monaghan), 

Enniskillen  (part  in  Tyrone  and  Fermanagh  ), 
Gran  aid  (part  in  Westmeath  and  Longford), 
Kells  (part  hi  Meath), 

Oldcastle  (part  in  Meath,)  . 

Co.  Monaghan: 

Carrickmacross, 

Castleblayney  (part  in  Armagh), 

Cloghor  (part  in  Tyrone),  . 

Clones  (part  in  Fermanagh), 

Cootehill,  (part  in  Cavan),  . 

Dundalk  (part  in  Louth  and  Armagh ), 
Monaghan,  .... 


BALUNASLOE  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Galway: 

Galway,  City  of 
Galway, 

Ballinasloe  (part  in  Roscommon), 
Ballinrobe  (part  in  Mayo),  . 

Clifden,  (port  in  Mayo), 

Glenamaddy  (part  in  Roscommon), 
Gort  (part  in  Clare), 

Loughrea,  . . ,. 

Monntbeliew, 

Oughterard  (part  in  Mayo), 

Porttunna,  .... 
Roscommon  (part  in  Roscommon), 
Scnrilf  (part  in  Clara), 

Tuam, 


Co.  Mayo: 

Ballina  (part  in  Sligo), 
Ballinrobe  (part  in  Galwav), 
BelmuUet,  . . 

Castlebar, 

Castlerea  (part  in  Roscommon), 
Claremoms,  . 

Clifden  (part  in  Galwav),  . 

Kill  ala,  . 

Oughterard  (port  iu  Galway), 
Swmford  (part  in  Roscommon), 
Westport, 

Newport, 


Co.  Roscommon  : 

Athlone  (part  in  Westmeath), 
Ballinasloe  (part  in  Galway), 

Boyle  (part  in  Sligo), 

Carrick-on  Shannon  (part  in  Leitrim), 
Castlerea,  (part  in  Mayo),  . 
Glenamaddy  (part  in  Galway), 
Roscommon  (part  in  Galway), 
Strokestowu, 

Swinford  (part  in  Mayo), 

BELFAST  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Antrim  : 

Antrim,  .... 
Ballycastle,  .... 
Ballymena,  .... 
Ballymoney  (part  in  Londonderry), 
Belfast  (part  in  Down), 

Coleraine  (part  in  Londonderry),  . 

Lisburn  (part  in  Down), 

Lurgan  (part  in  Down  and  Omagh), 

Co.  Down  : 

Banbridge  (part  in  Armagh), 

Belfast  (partin  Antrim),  . 


Distribution  according  to  Forms  of 


Total  Numbers 

1 

Workhouse. 

Mania — Acute, 

(whether  or  not 

Idiocy. 

Moral  Insanity. 

or 

incitement). 
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_ 
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3 

3 
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3 

“ 

“ 

" 

3 
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4 

5 

9 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

4 

7 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

I 

_ 

I 

2 

4 

0 

_ 

_ 

I 

I 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

11 

” 

" 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

4 

- 
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2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

-- 

i 

_ 

I 
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_ 
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3 
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3 

i 
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3 

3 
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1 
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2 
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7 
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10 
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1st  January,  1857,  classified  (as  nearly  as  ascertainable)  according  to  Asylum  Districts. 


Mental  Disease 

1 

Other  forms 
of 

Mental  Disease. 
Dementia. 

N umbers 
of  the  forego 
subject  to 
Epileptic  F 

ug 

Total  Numbers 
County. 

Total  Numbers 
Asylum  District. 

M. 

r. 

ror. 

M. 

r. 

TO,. 

K. 

... 

». 

TOT. 
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_ 
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I 
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- 
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1 

18 

41 
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2 
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■1 

18 

20 

44 

3 

; 

l 

5 

; 

; 

; 

; 

; 

; 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

; 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

11 

I 

- 

38 

4 

47 

70 

123 

1 

l 

I 

; 

1 

1 

; 

: 

; 

; 

; 

1 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

I 

3 
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_ 

_ 
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I 

I 

: 

I 

i 

3 
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~ 
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- 

I" 

: 

i 

I 

1 

i 

2 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: 

1 

1 

: 

- 

I 

z 

i 

I 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

" 

15 

1 

„ 

0 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

7 

7 

7 

; 

7 

“ 

1 

1 

15 

22 

37 

46 

(!7 

3 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

3 

a 

i 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

a 

15 

1 

i 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

0 

2 

ie 

37 

74 

111 

: 

- 

Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 


ARMAGH  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Armagh  : 

Armagh  (part  in  Tyrone). 

Baubridge  (part  in  Down). 

Castlehlayney  (part  in  Monaghan). 

Dundalk  (part  in  Louth  and  Monaghan). 
Lurgan  (part  in  Antrim  and  Down). 

No  wry  (part  in  Down). 

Co.  Cavan: 

Bailieborougli. 

Bawnboy  (part  in  Leitrim). 

Cavan. 

Cootehill  (partin  Monaghan). 

Enniskillen  (part  in  Tyrone  anil  Fermanagh). 
Granard  (part  in  Westmeath  and  Longford). 
Kells  (part  in  Meath). 

Oldcastle  (part  in  Meath). 

Co.  Monaghan: 

Corrickmacross. 

Castlehlayney  (part  in  Armagh). 

Clogher  (part  in  Tyrone). 

Clones  (part  in  Fermanagh). 

Cootehill  (part  in  Cavan). 

Dundalk  (part  in  Louth  and  Armagh). 
Monaghan. 

BALLINASLOE  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Galway  : 

Galway,  City  of 
Galway. 

liallinasloe  (port  in  Roscommon). 

Bnlliurobe  (part  in  Mayo), 
difdeti  (port  in  Mayo). 

Glenamaddy,  (part  in  Roscommon). 

Uort  (part  in  Clare). 

Lottglirea. 

Mountbellew. 

Onghterard  (part  in  Mayo). 

Portumna. 

Roscommon  (part  in  Roscommon). 

Scorin'  (part  in  Clare). 

Tuam. 

Co.  Mayo: 

Bflllina  (part  in  Sligo). 

BaUinrohe  (part  in  Galway). 

Belmullet. 

Castlebar. 

Castlerea  (part  in  Roscommon). 

Claremorris. 

Clifden  (partin  Galway). 

Killnla. 

Ougli term'd  (part  in  Galway). 

Swinford  (partin  Roscommon). 

Westport. 

Newport. 

Co.  Roscommon  : 

Athlone  (part  in  Westmeath). 

Ballinasloe  (part  in  Galway). 

Boyle  (part  m Sligo).  . 

Carrick-on-Shannon  (part  in  Leitrim). 
Castlerea  (part  in  Mayo). 

Glenamaddy  (partin  Galway). 

Roscommon  (part  in  Galway). 

Strokestown. 

Swinford  (part  in  Mayo). 

BELFAST  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Antrim  : 

Antrim. 

Ballycastle. 

Ballymena. 

BaUymor.ey  (part  in  Londonderry). 

Belfast  (part  in  Down). 

Coleraine  (port  in  Londonderry). 

Lome. 

Lisburn  (part  in  Down). 

Lnrgan  (part  in  Down  and  Omagh). 

Co.  Down  : 

Banbridge  (port  in  Armagh). 

Belfast  (part  in  Antrim). 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  2. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons 


1 

Distribution  accord 

ng  to  Forms  of 

Total  Numbers 

Asylum  Districts,  Countv,  and  Union. 

congenital 

Ordi 

at 

1 

Moral  Insanity. 

| Delusii 

tent). 

| Imbecility. 

BELFAST  DISTRICT — continued. 

JL 

TOT. 

1L 

TAT 

rrvr 

,( 

Co.  Down — continued : 

Downpatrick, 

9 

•'t 

4 

_ 

4 

_ 

5 

Kilkeel,  .... 

1 

Lisburn  (part  in  Antrim),  . 

Lurgau  (part  in  Antrim  and  Armagh), 

3 

: 

: 

- 

3 

2 

$ 

No  wry  (part  in  Armagh),  . 

Newtown  ards, 

9 

12 

21 

2 

7 

0 

- 

- 

- 

4 

8 

CARLOW  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Carlow  : 

Boltin, glass  (part  in  Kildare  and  Wicklow), 

_ 

o 

Carlow  (partin  Queen’s  and  Kildare), 

4 

■i 

o 

Enniscortliy  (part  in  Wexford), 

4 

New  Boss  (part  in  Kilkenny  and  Wexford), 

4 

Shillelagh  ( part  in  W icklow  and  Wexford), 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Co.  Kildare  : 

Athy  (part  in  Queen’s),  .... 

3 

g 

11 

g 

11 

Baltinglass  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow), 

1 

o 

i) 

_ 

Carlow  (part  in  Queen’s  and  Carlow), 

3 

1 , 

Celbridge  (part  in  Dublin  and  Meath), 

1 

2 

Edeuderrv  (part  in  King’s  and  Meath), 

1 

Naas  (part  iti  Wicklow),  . 

0 

9 

15 

- 

1 

1 

-■ 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 

Co.  Wexford  : 

* Enniscortliy  (part  in  Carlow), 

5 

0 

14 

1 

0 

i 

Corey,  ...... 

C 

10 

3 

New  Ross  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow),  . 

4 

Shillelagh  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow)  . 

1 

Wexford  ...... 

U 

18 

27 

D 

13 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

CLONMEL  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Tipperary  : 

Borrisokane,  .... 

Callnn  (part  in  Kilkenny),  . 

5 

a 

4 

~ 

_ 

~ 

Carrick-on-Snir  (part  in  Waterford), 

2 

0 

o 

„ 

? 

* 

Cashel,  .... 

Clogheen  (part  iu  Waterford), 

4 

8 

12 

- 

- 

4 

8 

12 

Clonmel  (part  in  Waterford), 

0 

j 

J 

~ 

Nenagh,  .... 

n 

_ 

i 

Parsonstown  (part  in  King’s), 

Roscrea  (partin  King's  and  Queen's), 

1 

„ 

Tipperary  (part  in  limerick), 

Urlmgtord  (part  in  Kilkenny),  . 

I 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

CORK  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Cork  : 

Cork  City,  .... 

Bandon,  .... 

Bantrv,  .... 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

l 

- 

i 

1 

Clonakilty,  .... 
Cork,  . 

Dunmanway, 

Fermoy,  .... 

Kanturk  (part  in  Limerick, 

6 

3 

5 

3 

1 

I 

8 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

; 

; 

; 

4 
1 
2 

5 

l 

l 

l 

5 

3 

Rilmalloek  (part  in  Limerick), 

Kinsale,  .... 

lismore  (part  in  Waterford), 

a 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Macroom,  .... 
Mallow,  . . 

4 

a 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

3 

Midleton,  .... 
Millstreet,  .... 

6 

4 

10 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

0 

Mitchelstown  (part  in  Limerick),  . 

■SMbbereen,  .... 
SkuR,  .... 

4 

f! 

10 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

7 

Youghal  (partin  Waterford),  . 
•Castletown,  .... 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

: 

: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

KILLARNET  DISTRICT. 

3o.  Kerry  : 

Cahirciveen, .... 
Dingle,  .... 

3 

f 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Glin  (part  in  Limerick), 

— 

0 

Listowel,  .... 

Tralee,  .... 

3 

1 

C 

3 

- 

; 

; 

2 

13 

2 

KILKENNY  DISTRICT. 

Jo.  Kilkenny  : 

Kilkenny  City,  ..... 

Callan  (part  in  Tipperary),  . . j 

C-astlecomer 

3 

4 

7 

10 

0 

-j 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

0 

Kilkenny,  ...  . . 

4 

7 

11 

2 

3 

i 

- 

1 

: 

2 
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in  the  several  Union  Workhouses,  &c. — continued. 


eutal  Disease.  j 

Other  forms 
of 

Menial  Disease. 
Dementia.  | 

Numbers 
of  the  foregoing 
subject  to 
lipiloptic  Fits. 

Total  Numbers 
County. 

Total  Numbers  | 
Asylum  District.  j 

Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 

i 

I 

THT  1 

r 

V 1 

■nr 

V 

1 

™.V  | 

T«T 

BELFAST  DISTRICT — continued. 

jo.  Down — continued : 

Downpatrick. 

_ 

_ 

_ i 

_ 1 

Kilkoel. 

- 1 

1 

_ 1 

_ 

- : 

- 

- 

- 

Lisburn  (part  in  Antrim). 

l 1 

1 

•1 

_ i 

_ 

-1 

_ 

— 

- 

Lnrgnn  (part  in  Antrim  and  Armagh). 

- i 

- 1 

Newrv  (part  in  Armagh). 

3 

1 

-1 

1 1 

3 : 

•Hi 

li-i 

108  ; 

83  | 

150 

i 

j 

CARLOW  DISTRICT. 

1 

Jo.  Carlow  : 

_j 

Bnltinglnss  (part  in  Kildaro  and  Wicklow). 

■l  i 

- i 

- ! 

Carlow  (part  in  Queen's  and  Kildare). 

Enniseorthv  (part  in  Wexford). 

I 

Now  Iioss  (part  in  Kilkenny  and  Wexford). 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lit 

•41) 

33 

- 

- 

- 

Shillelagh  (part  in  Wicklow  and  Wexford). 

Co.  Kildare  : 

Atliy  (part  in  Queen’s). 

! 

j 

Bnltinglass  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow). 

Carlow  (part  in  Queen’s  and  Carlow), 

Celhridge  (partin  Dublin  and  Meath). 

Edenderry  (part  in  King’s  and  Meath). 

0 

7 

4 

4 

8 

15 

no' 

40 

- 

- 

- 

Nuns  (part  in  Wicklow). 

Co.  Wexford  : 

o 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Enniscorthy  (part  in  Carlow). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

, 

New  Ross  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow). 

Shillelagh  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow). 

- 

_ 

in 

9 

•45 

:17 

(12 

03 

82 

133 

Wexford. 

CLONMEL  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Tii’perary: 

I 

Callan  (part  in  Kilkenny). 

„ 

Camck-on-Suir  (part  in  Waterford). 

_ 

_ 

Clogheen  (part  in  Waterford). 

J 

j 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Clonmel  (part  in  Waterford). 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ncnngli. 

' 

_ 

Farsonstown  (port  in  King’s). 

_ 

, 

_ 

_ 

- 

Roscrea  (part  in  King’s  and  Queen  s). 

_ 

_ 

: 

_ 

_ 

Tipperary  (part  in  Limerick). 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

V, 

44 

70 

33 

44 

79 

Urlingford  (part  in  Kilkenny). 

CORK  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Cork: 

Cork  City. 

London. 

Bantry. 

Clonakilt.y. 

a 

J, 

_ 

_ 

- 

Cork. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

D unmanway. 

- 

1 

l 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Fermoy. 

Kautui’k  (part  in  Limerick). 

Kilmalloclc  (part  in  Limerick). 

j. 

r 

7 

: 

* 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

Lismore  (partin  Waterford). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Macroom. 

I 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Mallow. 

Midleton. 

- 

. 

| I 

“ 

~ 

0 

_ 

_ 

Mitchelstown  (part  in  Limerick). 

. 

* 

T 

J 

" 

_ 

_ 

Skibbereen. 

~ 

" 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

Youglial  (part  in  Waterford). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

44 

54 

08 

47 

DO 

100 

Castletown. 

ICILLARNE  Y DISTFvICT. 

Co.  Kerry  : 

Caliiroiveen. 

Gliri  (port  in  Limerick). 

Kenmni'e. 

Killarney. 

ListoweL 

1 

1 o 

7 

1 

(1 

7 

1!) 

40 

30 

10 

20 

30 

Tralee. 

KILKENNY  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Kilkenny: 

'■  *1 

| , 

a 

, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Kilkenny  City. 

! * 

’ 

' 

S 

, 

_ 

_ 

- 

Callan  (part  in  Tipperary). 

! 2 

! y 

0 

2 

2 

4 

- 

“ 

. - 

- 

_ 

“ 

Kilkenny. 

o 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  2. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons 


Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 

Total  Numbers 
Workhouse. 

Distribution 

ccording  to  Forms  of 

Mania— Acute, 
Ordinary,  Chronic. 
Moral  Insanity. 

Melancholia 
(whether  or  not 
attended  with 
Delusions 
or  Excitement). 

Congenital 

Idiocy. 

Congenital 

Imbecility. 

KILKENNY  DISTRICT — continual. 

SL 

TOT. 

M, 

Fi 

TOT 

JL 

TOT 

M. 

_ 

TOT 

Co.  Kilkenny — continued : 

New  Ross  (part  in  Carlow  anil  ’Wexford),  ■ 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

. 3 

2 

Thomastown, 

— 

X 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Urlingford  (part  in  Tipperary'), 

a 

1 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Waterford  (part  in  Waterford  and  City  of  Waterford) 

3 

8 

11 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

LIMERICK  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Limerick  : 

Croom, 

o 

4 

G 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0 

Glin  (part  in  Keny), 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Kanturk  (part  in  Cork), 

3 

G 

8 

- 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

2 

Rilmallock  (part  in  Cork),  . 

3 

(i 

11 

I 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Limerick  (part  in  Clare  and  City  of  Limerick), 

3 

(i 

0 

4 

G 

1 

] 

2 

- 

Limerick  City, 

3 

I 

3 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Mitclielstown  (part  in  Cork), 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

i 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

Newcastle,  . 

3 

fi 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ratlikeale,  . 

4 

4 

Tipperary  (part  in  Tipperary), 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Co.  Clare  : 

Ballyvaughan, 

1 

3 

3 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Corotin, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

Ennistymon, 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

4 

Gort  (part  in  Galway), 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

Kildysart, 

4 

4 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

— 

_ 

4 

Kilrush, 

8 

11 

10 

1 

,1 

Limerick  (part  in  Limerick  and  City  of  Limerick), 

3 

8 

1 

4 

1 

J 

1 

_ 

Scariff  (part  in  Galway),  . 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Tnlla, 

1 

8 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

S 

0 

LONDONDERRY  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Derby  : 

Ballymoney  (part  in  Antrim), 

3 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

Coleraine  (part  in  Antrim), 

f, 

7 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Londonderry  (port  in  Donegal), 

10 

il 

19 

4 

3 

Magherafelt, 

1 

4 

Newtownlimavady,  . 

- 

3 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Co.  Donegal  : 

BaRysbannon  (part  in  Fermanagh  and  Leitrim),  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Donegal, 

2 

fi 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dnnfanaghv, 

1 

1 

Glenties, 

_ 

Inishowen,  . 

Letterkenny, 

2 

_ 

.> 

q 

Londonderry  (part  in  Deny), 

0 

17 

3 

o 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

n 

(j 

Milford, 

Strabane  (part  in  Tyrone),  . 

Stranorlar,  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MARYBOROU GH  DISTRICT. 

King’s  Co.  : 

Edendeny  (part  in  Kildare  and  Meath),  . 

1 

3 

_ 

0 

Mountmellick  (part  in  Queen’s), 

4 

_ 

] 

Parsonstown  (part  in  Tipperary), 

1 

3 

Roscrea  (part  in  Tipperary  and  Queen’s),  . 

3 

Tullamore  (part  in  Westmeath), 

3 

5 

7 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

4 

Queen’s  Co.: 

Abbeylcix,  . 

G 

12 

2 

3 

7 

q 

U 

Athy  (part  in  Kildare), 

- 

n 

Carlow  (part  in  Carlow  and  Kildare), 

3 

3 

G 

_ 

q 

Donaglimore, 

- 

Mountmellick  (part  in  King’s), 

1 

3 

1 

Roscrea  (part  m Tipperary  and  King's),  • 

" 

2 

2 

" 

- 

1 

1 

MULLINGAR  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Longford  : 

Ballymahon  (part  in  Westmeath), 

] 

2 

3 

Granard  (part  in  Westmeath  and  Cavan).  . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Longford,  . 

6 

2 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

0 

Co.  Meath: 

Ardee  (part  in  Louth), 

<) 

Castletowndelvin  (part  in  Westmeath), 

_ 

Celbridge  (part  in  Dublin  and  Kildare), 

Drogheda  (part  in  Louth  and  Town 

Dunshaughiin  (part  in  Dublin), 

7 . 

Edendeny  (part  in  King's  and  Kildarel,  . 

I 

2 

3 

_ 

2 

Kells  (part  in  Cavan), 

Navan,  . 

Oldcastle  (part  in  Cavan),  . 

4 

5 

9 

r 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Trim,  . 

1 

4 

0 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

4 

0 
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in  the  several  Union  Workhouses,  &c. — continued. 


Mental  Disease, 

. 

! 

1 

Other  lorni 

of  the 

Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 

G'ouuty. 

Mental  Disease. 
Dementia. 

| 

, | 

. 1 

TOT 

TI.T 

iL 

1 

TOT 

KILKENNY  DISTEICT — continued. 

Co.  Kilkenny — continued : 

] 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Now  Eoss  (part  in  Carloiv  and  IVesford). 

Thomostown . 

Urlingford  (put  in  Tipperary). 

3 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

17 

27 

44 

20 

34 

54 

Waterford (pt.  in  Waterford  and  City  of  W aterfoid) 

LIMEEICK  DISTEICT. 

Co.  Limerick : 

J, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Glin  (part  in  Kerry). 

o 

i> 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Kanturk  (part  in  Cork). 

ICilmallock  (part  in  Cork). 

_ 

Limerick  (part  in  Clare  and  City  of  Limerick). 

1 

8 

Limerick  City. 

1 

_ 

Mitehelstown  (part  in  Cork). 

Newcastle. 

Eothkeole. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

30 

33 

- 

- 

~ 

Tipperary  (part  in  Tipperary). 

Co.  Clare  : 

2 

Ballyvaugliau. 

Cowfin. 

Ennis. 

Ennistymon. 

Gmt  (port  in  Galway). 

Kihlvsort. 

o 

14 

• 

_ 

_ 

Limerick  (part  in  Limerick  and  City  of  Limerick). 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Scarin'  (part  in  Galway). 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

22 

33 

08 

42 

73 

113 

Tulin. 

LONDONDEEEY  DISTEICT. 

Co.  Perry  : 

Ballyinonoy  (part  in  Antrim). 

Coleraine  (part  in  Antrim). 

Londonderry  (part  in  Donegal). 

Maglierafelt. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

21 

37 

- 

- 

Newtownl'unavady. 

_ 

Uallysliannon  (part  in  Fermanagh  and  Leitrim). 

_ 

_ 

- 

Donegal. 

Duufanagby. 

_ 

_ 

Glenties. 

11 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Iiiishowen. 

Lettf-rkenny. 

() 

3 

_ 

_ 

Londonderry  (part  in  Derry). 

3 

1 

4 

3 ; 

- 

- 

" 

- 

-1 

- 

‘ -• 

Milford. 

Strabone  (part  in  Tyrone). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

30 

30 

00 

43 

57 

103 

Stranorlar. 

MAEYBOEOUGH  DISTEICT. 

- 

. 

„ 

_ 

Edenderry  (part  in  Kildare  and  Meath). 
Mountmellick  (part  in  Queen's). 

1 

_ 

Parsonstown  (part  in  Tipperary). 

1 

3 

Eoscrea  (part  in  Tipperary  and  Queen's). 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

7 

13 

20 

- 

- 

- 

Tnllamore  (part  in  Westmeath). 

Queen’s  Co.  : 

: 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

" 

“ 

“ 

2 

; 

Abbeyleix. 

Athy  (part  in  Kildare). 

Carlow  (part  in  Carlow  and  Kildare). 

1 

1 

Mountmelliek  (part  in  King  s). 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

14 

26 

40 

21 

39 

00 

Eoscrea  (part  in  Tipperary  and  King  s.) 

MULLINGAE  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Longford  : 

Ballymahon  (part  m Westmeath). 

3 

7 

Granard  (part  in  Westmeath  and  Cavan). 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

7 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Longford^ 

Co.  Meath: 

1 

Castletowndelvin  (part  in  Westmeath). 

1 

1 

1 

Celhridge  (part  in  Dublin  and  Kildare). 

- 

- 

Drogheda  (part  in  Louth  and  Town  of  Drogheda). 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: 

Dunshauglilin  (part  in  Dublin). 
Edenderry  (part  in  King's  and  Kildare). 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

- 

3 

3 

2 

I 

- 

: 

“ 

: 

Kells,  (part  m Cavan). 
Navan. 

Oldcastle  (part  in  Cavan). 

- 

: 

2 

2 

10 

34 

50 

| “ 

~ 

1 ‘ 

Trim. 

— o 2 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  2. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons 


Distribution  according  to  Forms  of 


Asylum  Districts,  County,  si 


MULLINGAR  DISTRICT — coiitinueil. 
Co.  ■Westmeath: 

Athlone  (part  iu  Roscommon), 

Bollymahon  (part  in  Longford), 

Castletown  delvin  (part  in  Meath),  . 

Granurd  (part  in  Cavan  and  Longford). 
Mullingar,  . . . . 

Tullamore  (part  in  King's), 


Total  Numljoi 
Workhouse. 


i).  Perm 


OMAGH  DISTRICT. 


Ballyshainion  (part  in  Donegal  and  Leitrim), 
Clones  (part  iu  Monaghan), 

Enniskillen  (part  in  Cavan  and  Tyrone),  . 
Lisnoskea,  ..... 
Loutherstow-n  (part  in  Tyrone), 

Co.  Tyrone  : 

Armagh  (part  in  Armagh), 

Castlederg,  . . . 

Clogher  (part  in  Monaghan), 

Oookstown,  .... 
Dnnganuon, ..... 
Enniskillen,  (part  in  Cavan  and  Fermanagh), 


I .outliers  town  (part  in  Ferine 
Omagh, 

Strabane  (part  in  Donegal), 


;'0. 


RICHMOND  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Dobijn  : 

Dublin  City,  North,  . 

Dublin  City,  South,  . 

Balrothery,  .... 

Celbridge  (part  in  Kildare  and  Meath), 
Dunshaughlin  (part  in  Meath), 

Rathdown  (part  in  Wicklow), 

Co.  Louth  : 

Ardee  (part  in  Meath),  . 

Drogheda  (part  in  Meath  and  Town  of  Drogheda-), 
Dundalk 

Co.  Wicklow  : 

Baltinglass  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wicklow), 

Naas  (part  in  ICildarej, 

Rathdown  (part  in  Dnblin), 

Batlidrum,  ..... 
Shillelagh  (part  in  Carlow  and  Wexford),  . 

SLIGO  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Leitrim  : 

. Ballyshannon  (part  in  Donegal  and  Fermanagh), 
Bawnboy  (part  in  Cavau),  . 

Carrick-on-Shannon  (part  in  Roscommon), 


Bailina  (part  iu  Mayo), 

Boyle  (port  in  Roscommon), 

Dromore,  West, 

Sligo,  .... 
Tnhbercnrry, 

WATERFORD  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Waterford  : 

Carrick-on-Suir  (part  in  Tipperary), 
Clogheen  (part  iu  Tipperary), 

Clonmel  (part  in  Tipperary), 
Dungarvan,  .... 
Kilmacthomas, 


Melancholia 

Mania — Acute,  (whether  or  not 

Ordinary,  Chronic.  attended  with 
Moral  Insanity.  Delusions 

I or  Excitement. 


Waterford  (partin  Kilkenny), 
Waterford  City, 

Tough al  (part  in  Cork), 


14 


10  j 13 

s I 11 

1 I 1 

1,040  1 1.707 


103  140  307 
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in  the  several  Union  Workhouses,  &e. — continued. 


Menial  Disease 

Otlier  torn 
of 

Mental  Dise 
Deuicutia 

— 

Numbers 
of  tlio  foregoing 

Epileptic  Pits. 

Total  Numbers 

Total  Num 
Asylum  Dist 

ict. 

Asylum  Districts,  County,  and  Union. 

TOT 

i: 

TOT 

„ i 

TUT 

MULLINGAR  DISTRICT — continued. 

3o.  "Westmeath  : 

•» 

_ 

_ 

- 

Atlilone  (part  in  Roscommon). 

Ballymahon  (part  in  Longford). 

Castletowndelvin  (pare  in  Meath). 

1 

Granard  (part  in  Cavan  and  Longford). 

ij 

17 

Mullingar. 

j i 

i 

4 

1 

4 

« 

an 

as 

34 

70 

104 

Tullamore  (part  in  King's). 

OMAGII  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Feumasaqii  : 

| 

Ballysliannou  (part  in  Donegal  and  Leitrim)." 

Clones  (part  in  Monaghan). 

) _ 

Enniskillen  (part  iu  Cavan  and  Tyrone). 

Lisnaskea. 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

a 

14 

- 

- 

- 

Loutlierstown  (partiu  Tyrone). 

Co.  Tyrone. 

.> 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Armagh  (part  in  Armagh). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Castledevg. 

j. 

.j 

Cluglier  (part  in  Monaghan). 

Cooks  town. 

. 

,, 

j 

y 

_ 



_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

Enniskillen  (part  in  Cavan  aud  Fermanagh). 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

Loutherstown  (part  in  Fermanagh). 

j 

« 

_ 

_ 

Omagh. 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

] 

1 

40 

5S1 

2!) 

41 

70 

Strabaue  (part  in  Donegal). 

RICHMOND  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Dublin  : 

_ 

_ 

Dublin  City,  North. 

Dublin  Citv,  South. 

Balrothery. 

Celbridge  (part  in  Kildare  and  Meath). 

Dunshauglilin  (part  in  Meath). 

a 

a 

•4 

1 

a 

a 

la 

44 

35 

- 

- 

- 

Rathdowu  (part  in  "W  icklow). 

Co.  Louth: 

. 

_ 

y 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

Drogheda  (part  in  Meath  and  Town  of  Drogheda).. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

o 

i 

a 

7 

10 

17 

- 

- 

Dundalk. 

, 

_ 

Baltinglass  (pari  in  Carlow  mid  Wicklow). 

" 

■J 

z 

_ 

_ 

Naas  (part  in  Kildare). 

2 

J 

_ 

_ 

- 

Ratlidown  (part  in  Dublin). 

~ 

' 

* 

_ 

_ 

_ 

] 

_ 

l 

17 

44 

•41 

10S 

158 

200 

Shillelagh  (part  in  Callow  and  Wexford). 

SLIGO  DISTRICT. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ballysliannon  (part  in  Donegal  and  Fermanagh); 

_ 

Biiwnboy  (part  iu  Cavan). 

i 

Carrick-ou -Shannon  (part  in  Roscommon). 

M&norhamilton. 

_ 

3 

j 

i 

4 

II 

10 

- 

- 

Mohill. 

Co.  Sligo  : 

_ 

1 

1 

“ 

~ 

2 

- 

_ 

_ 

Boyle  (part  in  Roscommon). 

_ 

_ 

Dromore,  West. 

. 

„ 

( 

_ 

- 

Sligo. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

! 

l 

17 

48 

45 

; 21 

37 

08 

Tubbevcurry. 

WATERFORD  DISTRICT. 

_ 

Carrick-on-Suir  (part  m Tipperary). 

* 

~ 

~ 

I _ 

_ 

_ 

Clogheen  (part  m Tipperary). 

: 

r 

~ 

* 

J 

~ 

] _ 

_ 

_ 

Clonmel  (part  iu  Tipperary). 

Dnngarvan. 

Kilmacthomas. 

~ 

Waterford  (paid  in  Kilkenny). 

j I 

~ 

_ 

i 

- 

i : 

14 

30 

00 

i 17 

U1 

Yougbal  (part  in  Cork). 

1“ 

440 

3(10 

I“i" 

007 

1,011' 

I1'™7 

: (U57 



j 1,040 

1,707 

Totals. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  3. — Number  of  Insane  and  Weak-minded  Persons  in  tlie  several  Union  Workhouses,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1857,  classified  (as  nearly  as  ascertainable)  in  Counties  and  Asylum  Districts. 


Distribution  according  to  Forms  of  Mental  Disei 

:,se. 

. , . . . ■ ! Total  Number 

Asylum  Districts  and  ;u 

Counties.  | Workhouses.  1 

Mania — Acute, 
Ordinary,  j 

Moral  lusanity.j 

Melancholia 
(whether  or  not 
attended  with 
Delusions 
or  Excitement). 

Congenital 

Congenital 

Imbecility. 

Other  forms  of 
Mental  Disease. 
Dementia. 

of  the  forcgoiug 
Epileptic  Fits. 

lotal  Numbers 
Asylum  Districts. 

Aiuugii  : 

F. 

TOT.! 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

1 ,t_ 

F. 

TOT. 

31. 

F. 

TOT. 

SI. 

r. 

TOT. 

M. 

K. 

TOT. 

SI. 

F. 

TOT. 

IS 

23 

41 

1 

3 

4 

3 

0 

11 

12 

23 

0 

8 

7 

5 

12 

IS 

20 

44 

1 

3 

1-1 

14 

2K 

1 

8 

II 

18 

\ 47 

7G 

Monaghan, 

It 

27 

33 

1 

3 

5 

!j 

7 

8 

15 

3 

12 

15 

U 

8 

14 

J 

Ti'r.TTVAsr.i'iF. : 

14 

37 

3 

3 

‘J 

13 

10 

3 

(1 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

}« 

112 

15 

1!) 

34 

1 

8 

10 

IS 

4 

G 

8 

Itoscommou, 

15 

~4 

37 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

10 

10 

20 

3 

7 

10 

3 

11 

14 

J 

Belfast  : 

37 

74 

111 

21 

34 

14 

15 

4!) 

4 

10 

14 

12 

35 

| 83 

13G 

210 

Down, 

4G 

G2 

103 

17 

2il 

40 

- 

3 

5 

23 

27 

50 

1 

3 

7 

14 

13 

27 

Cablow  : 

Carlow, 

13 

20 

33  j 

11 

18 

I 

4 

li 

10 

Kildare,  . . ; 

15 

40 

1 

0 

1 

1 

11 

13 

3 

8 

14 

03 

82 

135 

AYexford,  . . . 

25 

37 ; 

02  | 

12 

23 

35 

1 

1 

2 

11 

10 

21 

1 

3 

4 

8 

13 

21 

/ 

Clonmel  : 

Tipperary,  . 

30 

44 

70 

2 

13 

15 

G 

4 

10 

20 

23 

48 

3 

4 

G 

11 

17 

28 

35 

44 

70 

Cork  : 

44 

5+ 

08 

4 

a 

3 

0 

20 

.54 

13 

17 

}- 

00 

100 

Cork  City,  . 

3 

5 

8 

" 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

IvILLARNEY : 

Kerry, 

10 

20 

30 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

15 

12 

27 

3 

7 

10 

3 

8 

11 

10 

20 

30 

Kilkenny  : 

Kilkenny,  . 

17 

27 

44 

3 

10 

13 

3 

i 

4 

10 

17 

4 

0 

10 

} *’ 

34 

54 

Kilkenny  City,  . 

3 

7 

10 

" 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

~ 

3 

2 

4 

G 

2 

2 

4 

Limerick  : 

Limerick,  . 

17 

35 

s 

11 

3 

19 

.23 

G 

8 

Limerick  City, 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

118 

Clare,  - 

32 

30 

5.8 

(i 

s 

1 

4 

13 

l!) 

32 

o 

s 

14 

10 

20 

30 

J ' 

Londonderry : 

Deny, 

10 

2] 

4 

7 

11 

11 

12 

1 

| 4G 

57 

Donegal, 

30 

3?i 

00 

7 

a 

10 

- 

1 

1 

12 

20 

32 

11 

o ; 

17 

G 

0 

12 

Maeotohocoh  : ' 

King's, 

Queen's, 

7 

13 

20 

- 

3 

3 

_ 

9 

(', 

u 

13  j 

1 

a 

n 

o 

4 

C 

39 

14 

20 

40 

3 

0 1 

a 

1 

3 

4 

10 

10 

25 

- 

2 

2 

2 

G 

8 

f 21 

Mullingar  : 

Longford,  . 

!J 

7 

10  i 

2 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

4 

l 

r, 

2 

1 

7 

3 

Meath, 

■Westmeath, 

10 

34 

50 

- 

7 

7 

1 

13 

14 

27 

2 

11 

7 

70 

104 

!l 

20 

3S  ! 

- 

7 

7 

3 

3 

11 

4 

3 

7 

2 

11 

13 

0 

17 

23 

J 

Omagh  : 

Fermanagh, 

3 

0 

12 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

3 

G 

_ 

5 

5 

l 20 

Tyrone, 

at; 

32 

58 

- 

4 

4 

- 

1 

1 

24 

21 

45 

2 

8 

7 

11 

18 

Richmond: 

Dublin  City, 

71 

102 

173 

28 

85 

03 

3 

25 

28  i 

17 

10 

27 

23 

32 

Dublin  Countv,  . 

13 

35 

4 

11 

10 

_ 

1 

4 

7 

12 

ll08 

108 

Louth, 

10 

17 

1 

5 

0 

1 

3 

2CG 

Wicklow,  . 

17 

24 

41 

4 

7 

11 

- 

3 

0 

10 

4 

3 

12 

G 

8 

14 

J 

Sligo  : 

Leitrim, 

4 

0 

13 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

<•, 

2 

o 

Sligo,  . 

17 

23 

45 

- 

7 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

15 

25 

5 

lb 

2 

8 

10 

i 31 

37 

58 

Waterford  : 

Waterford,  . 

14 

50 

1 

13 

14 

_ 

1 

3 

( 17 

Waterford  City,  . 

3 

8 

11 

- 

0 

5 

- 

1 

2 

4 

1 

' 1 

2 

44 

G1 

Total, 

007 

1,040 

1,707 

123 

279 

402 

M 

103 

146 

367 

432 

799  j 

134 

226 

360 

210 

349 

BSD 

667 

1,040 

1,707 
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APPENDIX  F.— PRIVATE  ASYLUMS. 


No.  1.  Table  of  Licensed  Houses,  with  Numbers  and  Classification  of  Patients  in  each,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1S57- 


Name  of  Licensed  House. 

Total 

Numbers, 

1st 

1857?' 

Stato  as  to 
probability  of 
recovery. 

Forms  of  Mental  Disease. 

Epil 

Melancholia 

ill 

II 

Other  forms 

fas. 

p6“ 

Dangerou 
to  others. 

Sn 

IV, 

]>ro 

kiblj- 

S' 



■ 

Eagle  Lodge.  Finglas,* 

10 

13 

* 

io 

is 

■j 

r. 

M. 

F. 

It. 

f. 

Jamestown  House,  Finglas, 

4 

_ 

Bellevue,  Finglas, 

24 

10 

2 

1 

22 

20 

o 

0 

“ 

1 

Farnhani  House.  1' ingles,  . 

29 

IS 

10 

G 

19 

0 

12 

o 

n 

0 

3 

Lysle  House,  Crumlin, 

8 

2 

Hartfiel  dnou  so  ,D  rti  in  cond  ra 

22 

S 

12 

13 

10 

0 

1 

o 

HampstoadHousc,Gliisncvin, 

18 

10 

3 

2 

13 

8 

9 

j 

Cittadella,  Cork, 

11 

8 

Ci 

4 

Lindville,  Cork, 

22 

10 

2 

, 

Bushv  Park.  Pallaskenry,  . 

5 

3 

3 

n 

0 

2 

~ 

Midland  Retreat,  Annebrook. 

near  Maryborough, 

_ 

8 

_ 

(1 

_ 

0 

r, 

o 

Midland  Retreat,  W oodvillc, 

near  Maryborough, 

12 

- 

7 

_ 

5 

_ 

9 

_ 

7 

Retreat,  Armagh, 

14 

10 

6 

5 

8 

5 

0 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Totals, 

1GG 

121 

53 

49 

113 

72 

89 

JL 

20 

20 

13 

_1 

45 

34  1 7 
1 

2 

21 

G 

2 

6 

No.  2. — Returns — Admissions  and  Discharges  in  each  of  the  Licensed  Houses,  during  the  Five 
Years  ending  31st  December,  1856. 


Years  cni 

ng  31st  Decomber. 

1052. 

1853. 

11154 

1855 

1856. 

Eagle  Lodge,  Finglas. 

M. 

TAO. 

M. 

r 

w 

m/vn 

w 

TOT 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

10 

11 

21 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

14 

17 

Admissions, 

Discharged : 

No 

retu 

n. 

No 

retui 

n. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

1 

3 

4 

Recovered 

_ 

Not  recovered,  .... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

Jamestown  House.  Finglas. 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year,  . 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

] 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Admissions 

Discharged : 

" 

“ 

- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

- 

5 

5 

Recovered, 

Not  recovered,  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

3 

3 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

20 

9 

29 

20 

10 

30 

22 

C) 

31 

oo 

9 

31 

22 

10 

32 

Daily  average  for  eacli  year, 

31 

33 

_ 

■ 

32 

_ 

33 

33 

Admissions, 

Discharged  .• 

6 

2 

8 

5 

1 

G 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Recovered, 

Not  recovered,  .... 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

25 

11 

36 

25 

12 

37 

26 

12 

38 

25 

12 

37 

26 

12 

38 

Daily  average  for  each  year, 

37 

36 

_ 

37 

36 

36 

Admissions 

Discharged : 

G 

4 

10 

9 

5 

14 

5 

7 

12 

7 

5 

12 

12 

10 

22 

Recovered, 

2 

4 

4 

8 

4 

9 

6 

3 

Not  recovered,  .... 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

Numbers,  l st  J anuary,  in  each  year, . 

_ 

5 

5 

_ 

7 

7 

- 

7 

7 

- 

10 

10 

_ 

6 

6 

Admissions, 

Discharged : 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

6 

- 

" 

- 

4 

4 

Recovered, 

2 

2 

1 

Not  recovered,  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

21 

18 

39 

22 

13 

35 

21 

12 

33 

24 

22 

4G 

21 

18 

39 

Admissions 

Discharged : 

9 

9 

18 

7 

6 

13 

11 

21 

32 

7 

3 

10 

10 

11 

21 

Recovered, 

3 

12 

15 

5 

4 

9 

7 

3 

12 

6 

6 

12 

6 

6 

Not  recovered,  .... 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

- 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

» It  will  be  seen  that  the  returns  from  this  Asylum  are  irregular,  the  several  numbers  not  agreeing  with  each  other. 
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No.  2. — Returns — Admissions  and  Discharges,  &c — continued. 


Ye 

rs  ending  31s 

Deue 

iber. 

1352. 

1853. 

1354. 

1855. 

1856. 

Hampstead  House,  Glasnevtn. 

1L 

TlVr 

3L 

■i-rer 

M. 

TOT 

F 

TOT 

w 

F. 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

1G 

G 

22 

22 

7 

29 

23 

7 

20 

s 

Dailv  average  lor  each  year, 

24 

Admissions, 

Discharged : 

13 

3 

IS 

9 

1 

10 

4 

3 

7 

8 

14 

10 

3 

13 

Recovered,  ..... 

o 

Not  recovered,  .... 

4 

3 

7 

fi 

1 

■* 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

ClTT.VDEIXA,  Co tUv. 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year,. 

10 

4 

14 

14 

4 

13 

g 

l‘i 

1J 

» 

on 

13 

Daily  average  for  each  rear. 

1!) 

Admissions. 

Discharged : 

10 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

8 

* 

4 

4 

4 

Recovered, 

Not  recovered 

3 

- 

3 

2 

! 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Lindville.  Couk 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  vear, . 

21 

IT 

38 

21 

15 

23 

o-l 

24 

Daily  average  for  each  year. 

_ 

37 

Admissions,  ..... 
Discharged : 

6 

3 

9 

10 

5 

15 

14 

7 

8 

14 

G 

o 

12 

Recovered 

2 

« 

4 

g 

7 

A 

„ 

Not  recovered,  .... 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

7 

9 

3 

2 

6 

3 

9 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

g 

A 

4 

2 

Daily  average  for  each  year, 

— 

_ 

5 

_ 

7 

_ 

9 

Admissions, 

2 

a 

Discharged : 

~ 

Recovered, 

l 

Q 

, 

Not  recovered,  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

o 

1 

_ 

1 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year, . 

- 

7 

7 

5 

5 

5 

1 

- 

G 

fi 

- 

7 

3 

7 

Discharged : 

" 

* 

3 

Recovered,  

Not  recovered,  .... 

: 

3 

3 

1 

- 

: 

: 

I 

", 

- 

Midland  Retreat,  Woodville. 
Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year,  . 

14 

Daily  average  for  eacli  rear, 

10 

a 

Discharged : 

TO 

- 

- 

Recovered, 

a 

j 

Not  recovered,  .... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

} 

Retreat,  Armagh. 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  vear,  . 

10 

9-1 

14 

10 

24 

14 

13 

12 

- 

at 

Daily  average  for  eacli  year. 

Admissions, 

Discharged : 

6 

6 

12 

5 

14 

4 

5 

9 

a 

1 

4 

7 

6 

13 

Recovered. 

Not  recovered 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

‘ 

1 

3 

* 

3 

3 

No.  3 — Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  during  Five  Years,  ending  31st  December,  1856. 


Months. 

1852. 

1853 

1854. 

1855. 

185  fi. 

Eacle  Lodge,  Finglas. 
February 

July!’  • ’.  I * 

September, 

Total,  .... 

Jamestown  Hoose,Fjnglas. 

January 

February, 

Ju'y, 

Total, 

Bellevce,  Finglas. 

July,  .... 

August 

September, 

Total, 

1 

: 

TOT. 

M. 

r. 

2 

TOT. 

i 

M. 

1 

VJ 

TOT. 

1 

M. 

- 

£ 

j 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

i 

1 

1 

~ 

1 

1 

i 

- 

1 

I 

“ 

; 

; 

I 

_ 

; 

: 

! 

: 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I - 

l 

2 

- 

2 

l 

2 

i 

; 

: 

1 

l 

- 

1 

- 

; 

l 

- 

- 

; 

JL 

2 

A 

1 

2 

1 

•- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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No-  3.— Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  during  Five  Years  ending  31st  December,  1856 — continued. 
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$0,  4 Returns — Assigned  Causes  of  Death  in  the  several  Licensed  Houses,  in  the  Five  Years 

ending  3 1st  December,  1856. 


Causes. 

1052. 

1853. 

1854. 

855. 

1056. 

SI 

Fi 

TOT. 

SI. 

TOI. 

SI. 

p. 

TOT. 

SI. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

Jamestown  House 

Finglas. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis, 

** 

— 

General  Paralysis,  with  Dementia, 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

" 

Serous  Apoplexy,  with  Maniacal  Exhaustion, 

“ 

" 

“ 

" 

" 

1 

Eacle  Lodge,  Finglas. 

Phthisis, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Bronchitis, 

Epilepsy, 

: 

: 

: 

: 

2 

: 

2 

r 

: 

1 

2 

: 

2 

Bellevue,  Finglas. 

Inflammation  of  Brain,  . 
Paralysis, 

1 

~ 

1 

2 

i 

1 

Z 

7 

_ 

I 

z 

I 

Z 

z 

Bronchitis, 

" 

" 

“ 

‘ 

“ 

" 

“ 

Fabnuam  House,  Finglas. 

Softening  of  the  Brain,  . 

I 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Apoplexy  (Serous), 
Simple  Exhaustion, 

i 

Z 

l 

2 

i 

, 

I 

- 

: 

2 

z 

: 

: 

z 

Suicide  by  Strangulation, 
Exhaustion  from  Inanition, 

■ 

~ 

: 

- 

2 

1 

I 

i 

i 

2 

z 

2 

2 

2 

z 

Effusion  on  Brain, 

i 

Ascites  and  General  Debility, 

_ 

- 

Acute  Phrenrtis, 

Exhaustion  from  repeated  Epileptic  Fits, 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

Lysle  House,  Crumlin. 

Internal  Hmmorrhage,  . 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

■ 

Hartfield  House,  Druhcondba. 

Marasmus, 

Paralysis, 

l 

I 

7 

2 

i 

7 

7 

7 

7 

z 

7 

2 

2 

2 

Phthisis,  . . 

i 

i 

i 

Serous  Effusion  on  the  Brain, 

- 

■ 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

Hampstead  House, 

Glasnevin. 

General  Paralysis ,* 

i 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Apoplexy, 

Epilepsy, 

2 

: 

: 

1 

2 

i 

- 

2 

“ 

1 

- 

1 

z 

2 

2 

General  Paralysis  and  Comm, 

2 

Phthisis,  . 

1 

Bupture  of  the  Liver,  f . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

I 

ClTTADELLA, 

Cork. 

Epilepsy, 

Apoplexy, 

: 

i 

i 

i 

2 

i 

7 

2 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Exhaustion, 

Bronchitis, 

- 

_2 

7 

- 

I 

i 

2 

i 

2 

7 

2 

7 

2 

Diarrhoea,  after  Epilepsy, 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

_ 

■ 

Lindville,  Core. 

Acute  Bronchitis, 

i 

i 

Softening  of  Brain, 

Consumption, 

Epilepsy, 

2 

> 

> 

i 

i 

: 

i 

2 

; 

2 

; 

; 

Old  Age  and  Exhaustiou  after  Excitement, 

Cancer,  . 
General  Decline, 
Bronchitis, 

2 

2 

2 

i 

i 

1 

2 

; 

; 

7 

General  Exhaustion  and  ‘Weakness, 

Disease  of  the  Brain, 
Epilepsy  and  Paralysis, 

i 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

: 

1 

* 

2 

: 

2 

Bushy  Park,  Pallaseenry. 

Liver  Disease,  with  General  Debility, 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

* 

Midland  Retreat,  Woodville. 

Apoplexy,  with  Convulsions, 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Effusion  on  the  Brain,  . 

Eferforation  of  the  Bowels, 
Paralysis, 

- 

- 

2 

: 

2 

i 

2 

i 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Exhaustion, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

■a 

* Pori  mortem  examination  disclosed  thickening  of  the  membranes  and  abscess  in  substance  of  brain. 

, + Caused  by  this  patient  squeezing  through  the  iron  sash  of  his  bed-room  window,  which,  along  with  the  window-shutter,  he  had  broken  at  fonr 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  By  post  mortem  examination  the  liver  was  found  in  a state  of  softening  from  previous  disease,  the  lungs  were  also 
unhealthy.  A Coroner’s  Inquest  was  held  : the  verdict  was  accidental,  and  no  blame  was  attached  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  establishment. 
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APPENDIX  G.— TABLES  AND  DOCUMENTS  RELATIVE  TO  BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTIONS  FOR  THE  INSANE. 


ST.  PATRICK’S  HOSPITAL,  DUBLIN. 

No.  1 — Return — State  of  the  House  on  the  1st  January,  1857. 


Total  Numbers,  1st  January,  1807,  . 

State  as  to  probability  of  recovery : 
Probably  curable,  . 

Probably  incurable, 


1C 

GO 


18 

54 


34 

114 


Forms  of  Mental  Disease : 

Mania — Acute,  Ordinary,  Chronic.  Moral  Insanity,  .... 
Melancholia  (whether  or  not  attended  with  delusions  or  occasional  excitement), 
Congenital  Idiocy.  Congenital  Imbecility,  ..... 
Other  lbrms  of  Mental  Weakness.  Dementia,  ..... 


Epileptics, 

Dangerous  to  others, 

Of  dirty  habits, 

Patients  paid  for  by  their  friends, 


No.  2. — Return  of  Admissions  and  Discharges  during  a Period  of  Five  Years. 


Years  ending  31st  December. 

1853. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855.  j 

1856. 

M 

00  | 

TriT 

SL 

TOT  1 

SL 

TOT1 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

tot. 

74 

143 

78 

GO  1 

443  1 

73 

72 

14b 

72 

140 

73 

Daily  Average  for  each  year,  . 
Admissions 

11 

y ! 

140 

14 

9 

10  ' 

12 

9 

21 

8 

V 

15 

1 7 

0 l 

1" 

Discharged: 

J 

3 

G 

s 1 

4 

9 

4 1 

5 

9 

4 

1 ; 

5 

1 

| 

Not  recovered,  .... 

1 

_L 

_ 

_i 

_ 

„ 



L 

] 



LI 

No.  4. — Return — Assigned  Causes  of  Death  during  same  Period. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Totals. 

1852.  j 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

M 

TOT 

u. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

p. 

TOT. 

M. 

v. 

TOT. 

2 

1 

- 

l : 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

“ 

Paralysis,  .... 

4 

1 

- 

- 

* 

Disease  of  Urinary  Organs  and ) 

O 

q 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j ‘ 

Consumption,  .... 
Inflammation  of  the  Lungs,  . 

3 

“ 

I 

: 

1 

1 

1 2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Debility  and  Senility, 

11 

j 1 

Disease  of  the  Brain, 

Apoplexy,  .... 

G 

1 

I 

I 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

" 

- 

Total, 

37 

1 

4 

7 

3 

9 

7 

2 

9 

3 

5 

8 

2 

5 

Li 
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108 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  5. — Return  of  Insane  Persons  Admitted  or  Rejected  at  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  in  eacli  of  the 
undermentioned  Years. 


Year  ending  31st  December, 

1816. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

Total. 

Average  Number  of  Free  Patients  in  Hospital.  . 

k:i 

T7 

77 

73 

71 

70 

71 

Average  Number  of  Paying  Patients  in  Hospital. 

01 

no 

83 

Number  of  Applications  for  Free  Patients  in  the  year, 

11 

14 

14 

o.> 

Number  of  Applications  for  Paying  Patients  in  the  year, 

34 

35 

32 

20 

24 

Number  of  Free  Applicants  rejected  in  the  vear. 

i; 

1 

Number  of  Paying  Applicants  rejected  in  the  year.  . 
Causes  for  rejection  of  Free  Applicants : 

15 

9 

12 

14 

4 

4 

8 

4 

C 

8 

13 

97 

Want  of  room, 

.1 

1 

1 

Other  causes, 

Causes  for  rejection  of  Paying  Applicants  : 

3 

0 

(1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

27 

Want  of  room, 

fi 

2 

1 

1 

Other  causes,  . 

9 

7 

11 

14 

4 

3 

4 

4 

4 

0 

70 

No.  6. — Return  specifying  the  Rates  at  which  Paying  Patients  have  been  admitted  into  St.  Patrick’s 
Hospital  in  each  of  the  undermentioned  years,  and  the  numbers  admitted  at  each  rate  in  those 
years  respectively. 


No.  7 — Return  of  Hospital  Income. 


Year  ending  31st  March, 


1861. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

Rents,  after  deducting  Agent’s 
Fees  and  all  Rates,  Taxes, 

_*o., 

Dividends  on  Stock  and  Seou- 

Payments  for  Boarders,  . 
Receipts  from  other  sources,  . 

Total, 

£ i.  d. 

1,050  7 3 

075  5 8 
1,702  3 8 
7 19  9 

£ s.  d. 

2,317  4 1 

073  8 8 
2,001  14  2 
0 15  2 

£ ».  d. 

2,093  9 0 

073  8 8 
2,011  18  11 
0 14  4 

£ s.  d. 

2,000  0 0 

063  13  8 
0,027  4 10 
50  11  0 

£ t.  d. 

2,403  7 0 

002  19  11 
2,140  0 5 
00  5 8 

2,700  4 8 

023  10  4 
2,077  10  9 
0 12  5 

£ a.  d. 

2,200  3 0 

617  13  8 
2,328  11  8 
6 4 8 

4,404  16  4 

4,098  2 1 

4,774  11  5 

4,741  0 C 

5,335  13  0 

5,414  7 2 

5,212  13  0 
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No.  8. Return  of  Hospital  Expenditure,  Year  ending  31st  March. 


Salaries,  wages,  and  allowances, 
clothing,  rations,  &c.,  of 
Officers  and  Servants,  . 
Patients'  provisions,  including 
medical  diet, 

Groceries,  .... 
IVine,  spirits,  beer,  and  porter, 
Medicines,  medical  and  surgi- 
cal appliances,  . 

Tobacco  and  snuff, 

Patients’  clothing,  . 

Fuel,  light,  soap,  &c., 

Bedding  and  furniture, 
Stationery,  printing,  and 
vertisements, 

Farm  and  garden,  . 

Repairs  and  alterations, 

Rent,  taxes,  and  insurance, 
Miscellaneous  and  incidental 


B51. 

1852. 

1953. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

d. 

£ *. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ *. 

d. 

£ 

- 

rf. 

£ 

>■ 

d. 

£ *• 

d. 

3 

7 

1,350  0 

6 

1,303  4 

0 

1,365  10 

8 

1,434 

14 

0 

1,395 

n 

0 

1,413  3 

5 

1,243  4 

o 

1,200  1 

a 

1,460  13 

0 

1,707 

2 

8 

1,769 

0 

11 

1,721  11 

7 

fl 

340  7 

310  10 

8 

343 

9 

1 

387 

14 

0 

3 

6 

271  1 

0 

264  0 

0 

329  16 

0 

386 

13 

10 

471 

11 

10 

054  4 

3 

01  10 

7 

54  12 

9 

36 

9 

5 

94 

10 

11 

15  17 

10 

24  1 

0 

24  17 

6 

29 

7 

10 

35 

5 

7 

34  19 

5 

0 

173  14 

8 

157  11 

5 

150 

4 

11 

265 

13 

5 

297  6 

1 

281  14 

8 

332  17 

6 

350 

17 

10 

410 

0 

367  2 

5 

4 

218  12 

0 

167  1 

10 

138  16 

3 

200 

2 

7 

280 

1 

~ 

245  19 

4 

23  14 

0 

51  19 

8 

44  15 

9 

42 

7 

4 

81 

1 

1 

36  15 

3 

57  14  10 

56  10 

4 

4 

70 

13 

11 

52 

11 

1 

3 

170  17 

8 

318  13 

10 

398 

2 

11 

216 

0 

14 

0 

133  14 

5 

133  14 

0 

133  14 

5 

133 

14 

0 

133 

19 

1 

C 

24  10 

11 

35  2 

4 

20 

3 

10 

37 

3 

9 

25  5 

O 

11 

0 

73  1 

10 

03  15 

7 

45  0 

4 

55 

12 

10 

1 

12 

2 

4,136  3 

2 

4,427  11 

11 

4,806  15  3 

5,365 

18 

1 

5,010 



10 

5,650  19 

1 

No.  9.— Statement  No.  1—  Showing  the  Annual  Income  derived  from  the  Bequest  of  Dean  Swift  to 
St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  from  Land  and  from  other  sources. 

This  hospital  was  founded,  by  the  late  Doctor  Jonathan  Swift,  for  the  reception  of  Idiots  and  Lunatics.  By  his 
will,  dated  8th  May,  1710,  he  left  the  whole  of  his  personal  estate  and  effects  (save  some  few  legacies)  to  build 
said  hospital,  and  to  purchase  lands  of  inheritance,  in  fee  simple,  for  its  support.  The  Governors  were  incor- 
porated, by  Cliartor,  in  the  year  17-10 ; and  they  commenced  building  the  Iront  part  of  the  hospital  and  part  of 
the  cells,  for  the  reception  of  patients,  upon  a lot  of  ground  which  they  had  taken  a lease  of,  in  fee  farm,  from 
the  Trustees  of  Doctor  Steevens’  Hospital,  at  the  rent  of  -£10  per  annum ; and  as  directed  by  Testator’s  will, 
they  purchased,  from  the  year  1750  to  180!),  the  fee  and  inheritance  of  the  townlands  of  Saggart,  id  the 
County  of  Dublin,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  funds  came  to  their  hands,  continued  enlarging  the  hospital,  and 
took  several  parcels  of  ground  adjoining  thereto,  which  they  added  to  the  hospital— the  whole  of  which  ground 
now  contains  about  Ci  acres.  The  sums  expended  in  building  boundary  walls,  &c.,  amounts  to  upwards  of 
A'22,400.*  Those  purchases  of  the  lands  of  Saggart,  and  the  sums  expended  in  building,  were  partly  out  ot 
the  assets  of  the  late  Deau  Swift  and  by  benefactions  and  pecuniary  legacies  from  charitable  persons.  Annual 
Rental  of  Saggart  Estate— One  year,  to  March,  1856,  . • • ■ . • ' * “ 4 

N.B Those  lands  ore  subject  to  quit  rent  and  rent-charges  (exclusive  of  Receiver  s lees,  rooi  rates,  ac.;, 

amounting  to  .£05  0s.  0 d. 


No.  10.— Statement  No.  2 As  to  the  Animal  Income  derived  from  the  Bequests  of  other  Parties, 

and  giving  the  name  of  the  Donor  in  each  case. 

The  late  Reverend  Charles  Worrell,  by  his  will,  in  the  year  1751,  bequeathed  to  his  Executors  in  Trust,  far 
charitable  purposes,  his  interest  in  certain  leasehold  lands,  at  Golden  Bridge,  near  iulmnanham,  County 
Dublin,  held  under  the  Petty  Canons  of  Saint  Patrick’s,  at  the  head  rent  of  £5  10*.  Od.,  and  which  were 
assigned,  by  the  Executors  of  said  Charles  Worrell,  to  the  Governors  and  their  successors  for  the  use  of  the 
hospital.  The  annual  rental,  subject  to  said  head  rent,  amounts  to  . . • • • • AD7  o 2 

The  late  Reverend  John  Grattan,  by  liis  will,  dated  in  1754,  bequeathed  to  the  Governors,  for  the  use  of  the  hospital, 
two  Debentures,  of  fifty  pounds  each,  late  currency,  chargeable  on  the  Dunleer  Turnpike  Road ; the  annual 
interest  payable  thereon  amounted  to  £i  12*.  id.  No  interest  has  been  paid  thereon  since  the  year  1841. 

By  tiie  Act  18  & 1!)  Vic.,  cap.  69,  intituled  “The  Dublin  and  other  Roads  Turnpike  Abolition  Act,  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  under  said  Act  awarded  to  the  Governors  the  sum  of  £i  1 2s.  4iZ.  (being  the  one-twentieth 
part  of  the  principal),  and  executed  a mortgage  to  them  for  that  amount,  payable  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  County 

The  Reverend’  Doctor  Thomas  Smith,  by  his  will,  dated  in  1764.  bequeathed  to  the  Governors,  for  the  use  of  the 
hospital,  two  Debentures,  of  fifty  pounds  each,  late  currency,  chargeable  on  the  Turnpike  Road  leading  from 
Dublin  to  Kinnegad,  County  of  Westmeath,  and,  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  before  mentioned,  a mortgage  has 
been  executed  to  the  Governors  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  sum  of  4192  6s.  If  d.,  payable  by  the  Grand 

Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin,  with  interest,  at  three  per  cent.  The  annual  interest  amounts  to,  • • 210 

Bv  the  will  of  the  late  James  Symes,  Esq.,  of  Hammersmith,  County  of  Middlesex,  England,  dated  in  60,  this 

hospital  is  entitled  to  the  surplus  rents  or  profits  of  certain  Townlands  in  the  parish  of  Ferns  and  County  of 
Wexford,  thereby  vested  in  Mitcbelbume  Symes,  Esq.,  aud  his  Heirs  for  ever,  as  Trustees,  that,  subject  to  the 
arrangement  and  payment  of  charges,  as  in  said  will  directed,  the  profit  rents  should  be  paid  over  and  applied 

for  the  better  support  of  this  hospital,  aud  which  now  yield,  on  an  average,  per  annum,  • . • - ooo  O O 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Reverend  John  Taylor,  of  Ashbnrn,  in  the  County  of  Derby,  England,  dated  in  1788,  he 

bequeathed  to  the  Governors  and  their  successors,  for  the  use  of  this  hospital,  his  leasehold  interest, situate  m 
Fraucis-street,  Mark’s-alley,  Spittalfields,  and  WoH’s-lane,  City  of  Dublin,  held  by  him  under  the  Governors  of 
Ashbum  School,  subject  to  all  rents  wherewith  the  same  is  charged,  and  winch  produce  an  annual  rental  of,  . «HK»  10  0 
Head  rent  and  quit  rent  amount  to  .£211  9s.  (exclusive  of  Receiver's  fees,  Poor  rates,  arc.) 


• It  is  probable  that  the  cost  of  building  the  Hospital  was  considerably  more  than  the  amount  named ; hat  any  additional  sum  that  may  bav. 
been  expended  cannot  be  stated  with  accuracy,  as  the  accounts  from  the  voar  1757  to  1/75  are  not  forthcoming. 
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No.  11. — Statement  No.  3 Containing  the  Parliamentary  Grants  made  to  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital 

since  its  Foundation. 


The  Years  in  which  the  several  Grants  were  made  by  Parliament : 


1703, 

1700, 

1707, 

1777, 

1781, 

1783, 

1792, 

1811, 

1812, 


Amounts. 

£1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

2,000 

2,!)4G 

3.000 
1,500 
2,508 

4.000 
4,180 


Total,  late  currency,  . . . 24,104 


No.  12. — Meetings  of  Governors. 


Number  of  Meetings  held,  ..... 
Number  of  Days  of  Meeting  on  which  a Quorum  not  formed,  . 


No.  13. — List  of  Governors  and  Attendances  at  Meetings. 


His  Grace  the  Lord  Primate,  ... 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Chancellor,  . 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 

Lord  Bishop  of  Kildare  and  Christ's  Church,  . 
Hon.  and  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's, 

State  Physician, 

Surgeon-General, 


Elected  Governors. 

Sir  Robert  Shaw,  Bart.,  .... 
Rev.  Thomas  Kingston,  .... 

Rev.  E.  S.  Abbott, 

Robert  Law,  Esq.  (Dead), 

Sir  Edward  Borough,  Bart., 

Rev.  William  La  Poer  Trench  (Dead), 
The  Venerable  the  Archdeacon  of  Dublin, 
Rev.  Richard  Barton,  .... 
James  Robert  Stewart,  Esq.  (Resigned),  . 
Rev.  H.  W.  Tigbe,  a.m.,  Dean  of  Ardagh, . 


Armagh, 

20,  Pembroke-street, 
IC,  Stephen’s-green, 
Finglas, 

40,  Hareourt-street, 


14,  Memon-squure,  North, 


Busby  Pork,  Rathfarnbam, . 
Ashfield  House,  Roimdtown, 
10,  Herbert-street, 

Mountjoy  square, 

18,  Leinster-street, 
Mountjoy-square, 

G,  Wilton-square, 

40,  Eccles-street, 

0,  Leinster  street, 

Dublin  Castle, 


leo  tings 
: tended. 


Charter 
Governors 
and  their 
successors. 


20  Fob.,  1849, 
10  Mar.,  1849,  | 

3 Nov!  1851, 

do. 

0 Feb.  1850, 
0 Nov.  „ 

4 May,  1857, 


APPENDIX  H.— INSANE 


No.  1. — Table  of  Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and 


Asylum  District,  County,  and 
Constabulary  District. 

Total 

In- 

Insane. 

Idiotic. 

Dangero 

... 

Troublesome. 

Harmless. 

M.  I 

F.  | 

Total. 

M. 

l F’ 

Total. 

I M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F.  . 

Total. 

ARMAGH  DISTRICT. 
Co,  Armagh: 

Armagh  .... 

54 

28 

53 

1 

Ballybot  .... 

9 

9 

22 

6 

Crossmaglen 

10 

1 

_ 

Newtovmhamilton  . 

15 

2 

14 

Portadown 

81 

15 ; 

14 

29 

34 

; 21 

66 

3 

" 

3 

7 

11 

39 

31 

70 

Totals  , 

bt.'J 

. 25 

16 

41 

96 

63 

159 

9 

9I 

11 

5 

16 

101 

74 

175 
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APPENDIX  G. 

BLOOMFIELD  RETREAT  ASYLUM. 
No.  1 State  of  House  on  1st  January,  1857. 


Total  Numbers,  1st  January,  1807,  ....... 

State  as  to  probability  of  recovery : 

Probably  curable, 

Probably  incurable,  

Forms  of  Mental  Disease: 

Mania Acute,  Ordinary,  Chronic.  Moral  Insanity,  . 

Melancholia  (whether  or  not  attended  with  delusions  or  occasional  excitement), 
Congenital  Idiocy.  Congenital  Imbecility,  . 

Other  forms  of  Mental  Weakness.  Dementia,  . 


No.  2. — Admissions  and  Discharges  for  Five  Years. 


Years  ending  31st  December. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

24 

24 

4 

2 

Numbers,  1st  January,  in  each  year,  | 
Daily  Average  for  each  year,  . 
Admissions,  . 

Discharged: 

Recovered 

Not  recovered,  • 

M. 

9 

4 

2 

1 

13 

1 

TOT. 

22 

5 

4 

1 

10 

5 ' 

2 

12 

4 

1 

22 

22 

9 

3 

M. 

12 

li 

r. 

15 

1 * 

TOT. 

27 

27 

7 

3 ' 

4 

10 
l 1 

15 

2 

2 

1 

T25’ 

~3 

2 

1 

10 

1 

ii 

F. 

14 

3 

2 

No.  3 Deaths  for  same  Period. 


Monthly  Return  of  Deaths  during  Five  Years,  ending  31st  December,  1857. 


Months. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

January,  . 

February,  . 

June,  .... 
September, 

November,  . 

i 

r. 

TOT. 

1 

M. 

1 

1 

F. 

1 

"l 

M. 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  .... 

i 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

‘ 

2 

No.  4.— Assigned  Causes  of  Death  for  same  Period. 




1853. 

1854.  i 

1855. 

1856. 

Apoplexy,  . 

«■ 

1 F.  1 

i 

| T°1 

roi. 

M‘l  j 

PJ 

T°1 

Chronic  Debility,  . - 1 

Disease  of  Heart, 

POOR  AT  LARGE. 


Police  Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts. 


1 Wall  treated. 

Neglected. 

Residing  with 

Living  alone. 

V 

ogrant 

Total 

A-  • 

Asylum  District,  County,  and 
Constabulary  District. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

!!  i 

III 

J 

*3 

if 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

29 

27 

7 

37 

25 

5 

6 
23 

54 

32 

13 

60 

4 

4 

12. 

6 

1 

12 

5 

10 

2 

24 

31 

22 

5 

4 

56 

15 

8 

9 

2 

1. 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■ 1 
2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4 

7 

3 

3 

4 

3 

4 
3 
2 

11 

54 

37 

10 

15 

ARMAGH  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Armagh: 

Armagh. 

Ballybot. 
Crossmaglen. 
Newtownhamilton.  , 
Portadown. 

100 

69 

159 

21 

20 

41 

118 

35 

5 

9 

4 

6 

10 

13 

r 

23 

200 

Totals. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  1. — Insane  Poor  at  larce  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


Total 

Insane 

Idiotic. 

1 Daurcro 

I Troublesome. 

Asylum  District,  County 
Constabulary  District 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

I 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Tota 

M. 

F. 

Tota 

ARMAGH  DISTRICT — con. 

Co.  Cava.v  ; 

2 

_ 

10 

4 

!_! 

Bailieborough 

Ballyjamesduff 

21 

1 

_ 

14 

Belturbet  . 

3 

11 

12 

Cavan 

CootehiU  . 

3 

Killeshandra 

_ 

g 

Swanlinbar 

29 

- 

•r> 

6 

14 

10 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

14 

13 

27 

Totals 

154 

16 

17 

33 

74 

4- 

121 

2 

- 

2 

11 

a 

HI 

77 

56 

133 

Co.  Monaouan; 

Carriekmacross 

1 

A 

. 

Costleblayney 

Clones 

56 

5 

5 

22 

29 

51 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

26 

28 

54 

Monaghan 

31 

4 

5 

9 

11 

11 

22 

2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

5 

11 

13 

24 

Totals 

104 

10 

5 

15 

38 

51 

89 

2 

- 

2 

3 

5 

8 

43 

51 

94 

Co.  Armagh  . 

200 

25 

16 

41 

96 

63 

159 

11 

154 

lii 

19 

8 

Co.  Monachan 

104 

10 

5 

15 

38 

51 

89 

2 

2 

3 

43 

51 

94 

Totals  in  District 

458 

51 

38 

89 

208 

161 

369 

13 

- 

13 

25 

18 

43 

221 

181 

402 

BALLINASLOE  DISTRICT 

Co.  Galway,  East 

Riding : 

Athenry  . 
Ballinasloe 

6 

1 

3 

l 

2 

3 

- 

* 

- 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Ballygnr  . 

15 

1 

1 

j 

1 

8 

0 

J 

Eyrecourt 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

, 

Loughrea  . 

Marblehill 

15 

5 

Portuinna 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

_ 

Co.  Galway,  West  Riding : 
Clifden  . . . 

Dunmore  . 
Fair  hill 
Gort  . 

32 

6 

1 

7 

n 

14 

25 

1 

I 

- 

3 

3 

6 

14 

12 

26 

1 

Headford  . 
Oughterard 

17 

: 

6 

11 

17 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

11 

16 

Spiddal  . 

Tuam 

16 

- 

- 

11 

5 

16 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

11 

5 

16 

Totals 

150 

13 

9 

22 

64 

64 

128 

- 

2 

2 

7 

6 

13 

70 

65 

135 

Galway 

5 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

5 

Co.  Mayo: 

Ballina 

17 

2 

2 

4 

13 

0 

0 

17 

Ballaghadereen 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

Ballinrobe 

20 

14 

1 

10 

Belmullet 

_ 

Castlebar  . 

23 

0 

2 

13 

13 

Tfewport  . 
Swineford 

11 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

: 

1 

1 

- 

Westport  . 

18 

1 

5 

6 

4 

8 

12 

- 

1 

1 

5 

5 

8 

12 

Totals 

96 

12 

15 

27 

39 

30 

69 

- 

1 

1 

4 

10 

14 

46 

35 

81 

Co.  Roscommon  : 

Athlone  . 

6 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

Boyle 

12 

- 

12 

12 

Castlerea  . 

1 

j 

Elphin 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

<} 

Frenchpark 

12 

6 

6 

12 

jj 

Roscommon 

11 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 

8 

Strokestown 

3 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Totals 

48 

2 

4 

6 

26 

16 

42 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

25 

17 

42 

Co.  Galway  . 

150 

13 

9 

22 

64 

64 

Co.  Tows  or  Galway  . 

5 

1 

_ 

Co.  Mayo 

• • 

96 

12 

15 

27 

39 

30 

Co.  Roscommon 

• ' 

48 

2 

4 

6 

26 

16 

42 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

25 

17 

42 

Totals  in  District 

299 

27 

29 

56 

132 

111 

243 

- 

3 

3 

“ 

19 

33 

144 

119 

263 
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Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts — continued. 


Well  treated. 

Neglected.  1 

Residing  with 

■ 

1 

... 

E3 

Asylum  District,  County,  and 
Constabulary  District. 

M. 

F. 

Vital. 

M.  | 

F. 

'otal. 

M. 

F. 

'otal. 

M. 

F.  ! Total. 

BT.S 

ARMAGH  DIST.-cwi. 
Co.  Cavan: 

15 

1 1 

2 

1 

15 

8 

14 

24 

i) 

23 

13 

3 

1 

5 

47 

Bailieborougb. 

3 

3 

14 

4 

18 

- 

5 

_ 

9 

-1 

9 

21 

Ballyjamesduff. 

10 

2 

4 

8 

1 

1 

14 

Belturbet. 

3 

1 

3 

Cavan. 

10 

1 

3 

10 

Cootebill. 

3 

8 

3 

13 

Killeshandra. 

u 

14 

U 

0 

15 

22 

4 

- 

1 

2 

3 

29 

Swanlinbar. 

29 

32 

61 

61 

32 

93 

77 

5 

17 

1 

1 

2 

19 

8 

27 

154 

Totals. 

Co.  Monaghan. 

1 

2 

Carrickmacross. 

21 

18 

(i 

1 1 

17 

33 

1 

10 

13 

56 

Castleblaynev. 

3 

9 

3 

1 

3 

12 

Clones. 

11 

8 

19 

4 

8 

12 

14 

9 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

E9 

Monaghan. 

34 

28 

62 

14 

28 

42 

51 

18 

3 

- 

2 

2 

7 

16 

Q 

Totals. 

21 

20 

41 

118 

35 

f> 

6 

10 

13 

10 

23 

200 

Co.  Armagh. 

26 

2 

19 

8 

27 

151 

Co.  Cavan. 

34 

28 

62 

14 

28 

42 

51 

18 

3 

7 

2 

2 

7 

16 

23 

Co.  Monaghan. 

163 

119 

282 

96 

80 

176 

246 

79 

13 

33 

& 

9 

14 

39 

“ 

73 

Q 

Totals  in  District. 

BALL1NASL0E  BIST. 
Co.  Galway,  East  Riding. 

6 

Athenry. 

1 

_ 

- 

l 

1 

Btillinasloe. 

4 

7 

1 

- 

15 

Ballygarvan. 

5 

Evrceourt. 

2 

13 

Loughren. 

16 

Marbleliill. 

5 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Portumna. 

Co.  Galway,  West  Riding. 

o 

3 

3 

6 

10 

Clifden. 

19 

13 

5 

32 

Dunmore. 

j 

1 

Fairhill. 

i} 

5 

Gort. 

10 

17 

Headford. 

_ 

- 

Oughterard. 

j 

j 

1 

8 

Spiddal. 

9 

4 

13 

2 

1 

3 

11 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

16 

Tuara. 

53 

50 

105 

22 

23 

45 

89 

15 

4 

17 

1 

2 

3 

12 

10 

150 

Totals. 

Town  oe  Galway  : 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

3 

- 

3 

5 

Galway. 

Co.  Mayo: 

4 

4 

8 

5 

4 

9 

9 

- 

1 

3 

" 

- 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Ballina. 

Ballaghadcreen. 

4 

4 

8 

5 

7 

12 

12 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

* 

5 

20 

Ballirurobe. 

Belmullet. 

6 

3 

9 

9 

5 

14 

12 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

l 

3 

23 

2 

Castlebar. 

Claremorris. 

l 

1 

5 

G 

5 

12 

17 

8 

12 

3 

1 

l 

; 

I 

I 

? 

J 

1 

11 

18 

Newport. 

Swineford. 

Westport. 

19 

16 

34 

32 

30 

62 

54 

7 

6 

8 

1 

- 

1 

12 

8 

20 

96 

Totals. 

Co.  Roscommon  : 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

: 

7 

1 

o 

6 

12 

Athlone. 

Boyle. 

“ 

‘ 

_ 

Castlerea. 

j 

“ 

1 

, 

j 

3 

_ 

3 

Elpliin. 

6 

5 

11 

1 

- 

11 

9 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

12 

Rrencliparlc. 

Roscommon. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

I 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Strokestown. 

14 

10 

24 

14 

24 

30 

4 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

‘ 

8 

4t) 

Totals. 

55 

50 

105 

22 

23 

45 

89 

15 

4 

17 

7 

3 

12 

3 

10 

150 

Co.  Galway. 
Town  oe  Galway. 

19 

14 

15 

10 

34 

24 

32 

14 

30 

10 

62 

24 

54 

30 

7 

6 

3 

8 

l 

- 

1 

12 

4 

8 

5 

1 20 
9 

96 

48 

Co.  Roscommon. 

S3 

77 

165 

71 

63 

134 

174 

27 

13 

27 

2 

2 

4 

31 

23 

I “ 

299 

__ 

Totals  in  District. 

1 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS.  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  1. — Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


Total 

In- 

Insane. 

Idiotic 

Dangerous. 

Troublesome. 

Harmless. 

Constabulary  District. 

, 

I, 

Tot-d. 

M. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

V. 

Total. 

BELFAST  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Antrim  : 

24 

3 

10 

6 

14 

1 

13 

10 

Ballymena, 

21 

4 

3 

8 

6 

14 

3 

3 

- 

- 

0 

9 

18 

Ballymonev, 

3 

16 

23 

19 

34 

Belfast 

1 

15 

1 

1 

27 

15 

Carrickforgus,  . 

4 

8 

3 

Glen  arm,  .... 

16 

3 

' 

4 

8 

4 

12 

- 

~ 

- 

~ 

11 

5 

16 

Totals, 

152 

IS 

12 

30 

73 

49 

3 

- 

3 

1 

4 

5 

87 

57 

144 

Co.  Down: 

Ballinahinch.  . 

:io 

3 

6 

16 

1 

IS 

Banbridge, 

•to 

H 

17 

1 

1 

22 

u 

Downpatrick,  . 

42j 

2 

4 

24 

14 

- 

_ 

25 

16 

41 

Newcastle, 

3 

3 

1 

3 

a 

Newtowuards,  . 

12 

2 

ii 

Katlifriland. 

38 

1 

1 

26 

" 

3i 

" 

- 

3 

3 

4 

3 

34 

Totals, 

184 

18 

14 

32 

90 

56 

132 

4 

4 

8 

3 

7 

,0 

107 

58 

166 

Co.  Antrim,  .... 

152 

18 

12 

30 

73 

49 

132 

3 

3 

] 

4 

5 

87 

Co.  Down,  .... 

184 

18 

14 

32 

96 

56 

152 

4 

8 

3 

7 

10 

107 

166 

Totab  in  District, 

336 

36 

26 

62 

169 

105 

274 

4 

» 

4 

11 

15 

194 

116 

310 

CARLOW  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Carlow: 

Carlow 

6 

12 

4 

1 

6 

Bagnalstown,  . 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Tullow,  . 

34 

3 

1 

4 

lu 

15 

30 

- 

1 

- 

‘ 

17 

16 

33 

Totals, 

58 

8 

3 

11 

22 

25 

47 

* 

1 

3 

1 

4 

26 

27 

53 

Co.  Kildare: 

Athy,  . . . • 

Curragli,  . 

: 

- 

- 

3 

* 

: 

: 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Leixlip,  . 

8 

4 

3 

3 

4 

3 

Eatliangan, 

10 

IS 

2 

15 

Robcrtstown, 

21 

- 

3 

S 

11 

7 

IS 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

11 

8 

19 

Totals, 

72 

8 

4 

12 

34 

26 

GO 

- 

2 

3 

3 

8 

39 

23 

62 

Co.  Wexford  : 

Artliurstown, 

14 

i 

1 

8 

5 

13 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

g 

Enniscorthy, 

13 

5 

3 

8 

Gorey,  .... 

16 

2 

5 

6 

11 

New  Ross, 

6 

17 

Oulart,  .... 
Taghmon, 

6 

3 

9 

141 

1 

1 

2 

11 

1 

Wexford,  . . . . 

19 

2 

- 

3 

12 

3 

17 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

13 

5 

18 

Totals, 

102 

10 

5 

15 

5S 

29 

87 

2 

- 

2 

7 

4 

11 

59 

30 

89 

Co.  Carlow 

58 

8 

3 

11 

22 

or. 

1 

1 

••>6 

.,7 

Co.  Kildare,  .... 

72 

8 

4 

12 

34 

26 

60 

2 

Co.  Wexford, 

102 

10 

5 

15 

58 

29 

87 

3 

- 

2 

7 

4 

I' 

59 

30 

89 

Totals  in  District, 

232 

26 

12 

38 

114 

80 

194 

3 

2 

5 

13 

10 

23 

124 

SO 

204 

CLONMEL  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Tipperary,  North  Riding: 

Borrisokane, 

Borrisoleigh, 

8 

1 

2 

3 

- 

3 

2 

i 

- 

- 

2 

~ 

1 

4 

8 

Lorrlia,  .... 

3 

_ 

3 

- 

Nenagli,  .... 

8 

2 

- 

2 

4 

2 

6 

_ 

Newport,  .... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Portroe,  .... 

1 

1 

Roscrea,  .... 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

9 

. 

Templemorc, 

3 

1 

Tliurles,  .... 

14 

" 

- 

9 

5 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

5 

14 

Co.  Tipper-vri,  South  Riding: 

Bansha,  .... 

13 

1 

4 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

11 

3 

3 

Clonmel,  .... 

31 

1 

17 

12 

29 

17 

Clogheen,  .... 

1 

Dundrum, 

9 

2 

Cahir,  .... 

8 

4 

2 

Mullmahone, 

14 

_ 

Cashel,  .... 

8 

6 

_ 

6 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Tipperary, 

BaUymonty, 

25 

10 

2 

* 

5 

2 

13 

5 

7 

3 

20 

8 

“ 

z 

“ 

1 

16 

7 

7 

3 

23 

10 

Totals  in  District, 

180 

26 

12 

38 

84 

58 

142 

1 

1 

2 

9 

8 

17 

100 

61 

161 
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Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts — continued. 


Neglected.  1 

Residing  with 

j 

Living  alone.  1 

Vagrant 

'otal 

1 

Asylum  District,  County,  and 

fli| 

4 

1 

M. 

V.  ' 

otal.  j 

M. 

F. 

Dotal. 

if 

M. 

p.  h 

otal. 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

| 

. 1 

BELFAST  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Antrim: 

Ul 

u 

2 

5 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

Antrim. 

2 

8 

3 

4 

- 

5 

1 

- | 

1 

5 

in 

8 

21 

Ballymena. 

14 

19 

13 

27 

30 

3 

| 

8 

20 

26 

8 

1 

3 

2 

i 

2 

) 

2 

9 

Ballymoncy. 

1 1 

9 

- 

3 

_ 

12 

Carrickfergus. 

6 

4 

10 

5 

1 

G 

13 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

Glenarm. 

56 

43 

99 

36 

18 

53 

81 

18 

"1 

21 

3 

1 

4 

15 

22 

Totals. 

',o.  Down  : 

2 

30 

Eallinahinch. 

lii 

12 

28 

4 

20 

3 

7 

8 

1 

1 

2 

40 

Banbridge. 

24 

2 

2 

Downpatrick. 

2 

2 

Newcastle. 

, 

2 

3 

Newtown  ards. 

2 

1 

3 

25 

10 

35 

15 

6 

1 

3 

3 

- 

3 

7 

3 

10 

38 

Eatlifriland. 

44 

30 

74 

70 

40 

110 

82 

29 

12' 

29 

3 

- 

3 

18 

11 

29 

184 

Totals. 

56 

81 

18 

6 

21 

3 

i 

4 

15 

7 

22 

152 

Co.  Antrim. 

30 

40 

110 

82 

29 

12 

29 

3 

- 

3 

18 

11 

29 

184 

Co.  Down. 

100  | 

73 

173 

105 

58 

163 

163 

47 

18 

50 

6 

1 

7 

33 

18 

41 ! 

336  ; 

Totals  in  District. 

CARLOW  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Carlow  ; 

0 

_ 

0 

Carlow. 

2 

2 

3 

Bagnalstown. 

14 

12 

26 

4 

4 

8 

16 

* 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

34 

Tallow. 

19 

39 

10 

9 

19 

30 

7 

5 

4 

- 

2 

2 

5 

5 

10 

58 

Totals. 

Co.  Kildare  : 

i 

3 

4 

- 

- 

1 

4 

• 

" 

" 

- 

- 

- 

: 

: 

3 

A thy. 
Curragh. 

1 

. 

0 

4 

10 

5 

1 

3 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

14 

Leixlip. 

7 

n 

i 

5 

14 

6 

10 

5 

11 

15 

14 

15 

3 

3 

: 

- 

- 

: 

\ 

l 

fl 

1 

25 

21 

Rathangan. 

Robertstown. 

17 

14 

31 

25 

16 

41 

41 

7 

7 

B 

1 

- 

1 

9 

1 

10 

72 

Totals. 

Co.  Wexford: 

2 

4 

« 

7 

1 

8 

« 

3 

2 

- 

- 

: 

2 

2 

14 

13 

Arthurstown. 

Enniscorthy. 

1 

8 

2 

1 

3 

9 

3 

13 

J 

2 

n 

3 

3 

6 

3 

16 

17 

Gorey. 
New  Ross. 
Onlart. 

11 

14 

2 

13 

19 

1 

I 

1 

7 

12 

3 

2 

* 

1 

i 

1 

2 

14 

19 

Tagbmon. 

Wexford. 

40 

16 

56 

28 

18 

-16 

43 

19 

b 

1 

1 

2 

14 

7 

21 

102 

Totals. 

20 

37 

40 

19 

14 

16 

39 

31 

56 

10 

28 

9 

16 

18 

19 

41 

46 

30 

41 

43 

19 

5 

7 

6 

12 

j 

2 

1 

2 

5 

9 

14 

1 

7 

10 

10 

21 

58 

102 

Co.  Carlow. 
Co.  Kildare. 
Co.  Wexford. 

77 

49 

126 

63 

43 

106 

| 114 

33 

17 

22 

2 

3 

S 

28 

13 

41 

232 

Totals  in  District. 

CLONMEL  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Tippebarv,  N.  Riding: 

_ 

2 

5 

" 

8 

_ 

Borrisoleigh. 

: 

_ 

I 

6 

2 

3 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

: 

- 

: 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

8 

3 

Lorrha. 

Nenagh. 

Newport. 

_ 

_ 

Portroc. 

1 

- 

‘ 

— 

n 

2 

Eoserea. 

1 

3 

jj 

“ 

2 

_ 

6 

Templcmore. 

9 

5 

14 

I 

_ 

I 

9 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Thurlcs. 

Co-Tipperar  v,S.  Riding 

4 

J 

11 

Carrick-on-Suir. 

10 

3 

13 

8 

10 

18 

10 

7 

2 

7 

» 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

31 

1 

Clonmel. 

Cloglieen. 

4 
1 

3 

5 
16 

4 

2 

1 

2 

! 

6 

4 

7 

23 

6 

7 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

5 

10 

1 

5 

2 

6 

5 

16 

S 

5 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

8 

1- 

U 

Dundram. 

Cabir. 

Mullinabone. 

Casliel. 

Tipperary. 

Ballymoaty. 

66 

34 

100 

44 

36 

80 

91 

33 

12 

18 

2 

3 

P 

15 

1 21 

18 

Totals  in  District. 

q2 
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No.  1 . — Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


1 

SI 

Insan 

Idioti 

I Dangero 

us. 

Troublesome. 

Asylum  District,  County,  anil 

I 

Constabulary  District. 

i 

M. 

E. 

Total 

1 

M. 

F. 

Total 

I 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

CORK  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Cork,  East  Riding: 

1’ermoy,  . 

16 

11 

3 

14 

_ 

_ 

Kinsaie,  . 

2 

Midlcton, 

1 

6 

K 

. 

Ballincollig, 

10 

_ 

10 

_ 

10 

Gianni  ire, 

10 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

o 

2 

Passage  (W.), 

11 

1 

3 

4 

3 

4 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

! 

10 

Youglial,  . 

13 

1 

1 

5 

7 

12 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

A 

Charleville, 

11 

3 

5 

3 

Kanturk,  . 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

Mitchelstown, 

22 

- 

3 

3 

16 

3 

19 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16 

9 

Mallow,  . 

14 

- 

- 

- 

9 

5 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

14 

Co.  Cork,  West  Riding: 

Bandon,  . 

11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

o 

11 

Bantry, 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Castletown, 

Clonakilty, 

1 1 

- 

_ 

_ 

7 

4 

11 

_ 

_ 

i 

14 

- 

2 

10 

2 

12 

i" 

Dunmanway, 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Macroom,  . 
Sldbbereen, 

24 

3 

2 

5 

9 

10 

19 

12 

15 

15 

4 

Skull, 

4 

- 

4 

“ 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Totals, 

20S 

13 

19 

32 

122 

“ 

176 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

135 

68 

203 

City  of  Cork  : 

Cork, 

14 

- 

1 

1 

4 

9 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

10 

14 

City  of  Cork, 

14 

1 

1 

4 

9 

13 

— 

Co.  Cork, 

208 

13 

19 

32 

122 

54 

176 

" 

- 

- 

5 

5 

135 

68 

203 

Totals  in  District, 

222 

13 

20 

33 

126 

63 

189 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

139 

78 

217 

KILL  ABNEY  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Kerry  : 

Cahirciveen, 

15 

0 

13 

2 

13 

Dingle, 

10 

_ 

I 

6 

f) 

Kenruare,  . 
Killarney, . 

20 

21 

l 

4 

9 

16 

- 

- 

1 

1 

10 

19 

Listowel,  . 
Tralee, 

16 

15 

; 

; 

8 

8 

16 

10 

: 

i 

2 

1 

3 

7 

6 

6 

8 

13 

14 

Totals  in  District, 

_!L 

6 

11 

17 

42 

33 

80 

2 

- 

2 

4 

6 

10 

42 

43 

85 

KILKENNY  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Kilkenny  : 

Callan, 

Castlecomer, 
Dunmore, . 

30 

1 

i 

i 

12 

17 

29 

2 

- 

2 

3 

1 

4 

8 

16 

24 

Gowran,  . 

Johnstown, 

4 

9 

i 

, 

I 

_ 

“ 

“ 

4 

Rosbercon, 

14 

i 

i 

12 

9 

j 

2 

5 

2 

- 

4 

2 

6 

Thoraastown 

10 

i 

- 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

3 

10 

Totals, 

79 

4 

4 

8 

40 

31 

71 

4 

1 

5 

‘ 

1 

6 

35 

33 

68 

City  of  Kilkenny 

Kilkenny, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Co.  Kilkenny, 

79 

4 

4 

40 

71 

2 

. 

” 

— 

35 

33 

68 

City  of  Kilkenny, 

' 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j Totals  in  District, 

79 

4 

4 

8 

40 

31 

" 

4 

1 

5 

5 

1 

6 

35 

33 

68 

LIMERICK  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Limerick  : 

_ 

10 

10 

10 

Caherconlish, 

13 

2 

Cappamore, 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5 

4 

Kilfinan,  . 

2 

13 

Limerick, . 

Newcastle, 

Rathkeale, 

9 

2 

2 

3 

4 

7 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Totals, 

72 

11 

4 

15 

25 

32 

57 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

34 

34 

68 
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Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts. — continued. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  1. — Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


Total 

In- 

[usane 

Idiotic 

Dangcro 

US. 

Troubloso 

mo. 

Harmless. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

51. 

F- 

Total 

M. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

LIMERICK  DISTRICT — con . 

City  of  Limerick: 

Limerick,  .... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Co.  Glare: 

Broadford, 

Corofin,  .... 

13 

11 

Ennistymon. 

23 

3 

11 

9 

20 

3 

1 

4 

u 

10 

21 

Ennis,  .... 

I 

1 

1 

Kill  aloe 

11 

1 

_ 

1 

7 

3 

10 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Kildysart. 

13 

1 

4 

5 

7 

1 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

3 

Kilrush,  .... 

24 

_ 

2 

2 

11 

1 ! 

22 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

u 

Newinarlcet-on-Fergus, 

21 

3 

4 

9 

8 

4 

12 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

11 

5 

If) 

2 

2 

4 

11 

4 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

13 

4 

17 

Totals, 

127 

12 

IS 

28 

S3 

37 

99 

" 

3 

2 

6 

10 

16 

68 

41 

109 

Co.  Limebick, 

72 

]] 

4 

13 

25 

32 

57 

2 

0 

_ 

2 

2 

68 

CiTr  of  Limerick, 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Co.  Clare,  .... 

127 

12 

10 

28 

62 

37 

99 

- 

2 

2 

6 

10 

16 

41 

109 

Totals  in  District, 

23 

»0 

88 

69 

■ 37 

2 

2 

4 

6 

12 

18 

103 

75 

178 

LONDONDERRY  DISTRICT 

Co.  Londonderry : 

Coleraine, 

3 

2 

•> 

■ 

0 

. 

Londonderry,  . 

13 

- 

- 

_ 

8 

5 

13 

_ 

_ 

8 

Magherafelt, 

43 

10 

8 

18 

13 

12 

2 

| 

_ 

31 

Newtownlimavady,  . 

12 

V 

3 

10 

1 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

8 

3 

Totals, 

71 

19 

“ 

30 

33 

18 

41 

3 

■ 

4 

9 

1 

10 

30 

27 

57 

Co.  Donegal: 

Ballyshannon, 

Bnncrana, 

8 

; 

: 

~ 

“ 

: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Curndonagli, 

Dunfanagliy, 

24 

0 

3 

2 

12 

(i 

1 

] 

2 

1 

j 

Glenties,  . 

20 

5 

4 

9 

6 

11 

_ 

_ 

4 

Jl! 

5 

14 

Killybegs, 

30 

<1 

2 

8 

15 

13 

_ 

1 

5 

14 

3 1 

Ramclton, 

32 

6 

1 

18 

23 

liaphoe,  . 

3 

* 

14 

3 

19 

1 

- 

1 

- 

15 

9 

24 

Totals, 

132 

31 

,s|  « 

66 

40 

106 

0 

- 

3 

12 

“ 

18 

62 

49 

131 

Co.  LONDONDERnY, 

71 

19 

11 

30 

00 

41) 

3 

27 

r. 

Co.  Donegal, 

132 

31 

15 

46 

60 

" 

IOO 

3 

3 

IS 

49 

131 

Totals  in  District, 

223 

50 

20  | 76 

S8 

.8 

146 

1 

7 

21 

7 

38 

112 

76 

138 

MARYBOROUGH  HIST. 

“ 

— 

Qoeen’s  Co. : 

Abbevleix, 

7 

Baliickmoyler, 
Borris-in-  Ossorj 

7 

3 

j 

O 

„ 

j 

Maryborough, 

l1 

g 

10 

Mountrath, 

Rathdowney, 

l 

: 

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

Stradbally, 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

2 

0 

2 

Totals, 

44] 

3 

5 

10 

21 

,3 

34 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

24 

16 

40 

King’s  Co.  : 

Edenderry, 

3 

1 

1 

0 

, 

j 

, 

. 

Ferbane,  .... 

IS 

2 

1 

. 

.. 

Frankford, 

4 

14 

Shinrone,  .... 

7 

Tullainore, 

20 

3 

8 

8 

4 

12 

- 

- 

1 

3 

4 

10 

6 

16 

Totals, 

74 

,0 

13 

,3 

27 

24 

51 

- 

1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

35 

31 

06 

Queen's  Co 

Kino’s  Co 

74 

10 

13 

10 

23 

21 

27 

13 

24 

34 

51 

- 

1 

2 

2 

8 

7 

24 

35 

16 

31 

40 

6G 

Totals  in  District, 

118 

13 

18 

33 

48  37 

85 

- 

1 

* 

4 

7 

11 

59 

47 

106 

MULLINGAR  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Meath: 

Athboy,  . 

Dnnshaughlin, 

Kells, 

10 

13 

3 

1 

3 

5 

5 

1 

5 

10 

2 

I 

2 

I 

i 

l 

5 

3 

3 

6 

11 

Longwood, 

Navan, 

Trim, 

8 

10 

27 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

15 

2 

10 

7 

25 

7 

; 

: 

1 

7 

1 

2 

3 

7 

15 

4 

3 

10 

10 

25 

Totals, 

100 

8 

12 

20 

46 

34 

80 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2 

4 

49 

17 

93 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


No.  1.— Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


Total 

Insane. 

Idiotic. 

Dangero 

us. 

Troublesome. 

Hormle 

s. 

Asylum  District,  County,  and 
Constabulary  District. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

F. 

1 otal 

M. 

Total 

MULLINGAR  DIST con. 

Co.  Westmeath  : 

Ballinacarrig,  . 

14 

10 

24 

1 

10 

25 

Cnstlepollard.  . 

1!) 

! 

10 

8 

18 

1 

10 

8 

18 

Castletownrlelvin, 

20 

3 

7 

G 

13 

1 

10 

19 

Glasson 

14 

14 

1 

1 

8 

5 

13 

Kilbeggan, 

1G 

2 

G 

6 

10 

_ 

- 

- 

7 

9 

l(i 

Moate,  .... 

20 

4 

.i 

10 

15 

1 

J 

1 

I 

6 

18 

'Mullingar, 

10 

3 

3 

G 

4 

3 

7 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

" 

7 

G 

13 

Totals, 

128 

15 

12 

58 

43 

101  i 1 

- 

■ 

3 

2 

5 

G9 

53 

122 

Co.  Longford  : 

Ball  vmal  ion, 

- 

2 

Druinlish, 

I 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Gran  aril,  .... 

12 

3 

3 

9 

1 

Killnshee, 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Longford, 

S 

1 

2 

4 

5 

- 

“ 

" 

2 

G 

8 

Totals, 

30 

2 

« 

8 

12 

10 

22 

- 

1 

1 

2 

11 

17 

28 

Co.  Meath 

100 

8 

12 

20 

46 

34 

80 

3 

3 

2 

2 

49 

44 

Co.  Westmeath,  . 

128 

15 

12 

27 

58 

43 

101 

3 

2 

69 

Co.  Longford, 

30 

2 

G 

8 

10 

12 

22 

- 

“ 

“ 

1 

1 

2 

11 

,7 

28 

Totals  in  District, 

258 

25 

30 

55 

114 

89 

203 

* 

- 

4 

6 

5 

11 

129 

114 

243 

OMAGH  DISTRICT. 

Co.  Fermanagh  : 

32 

2 

4 

21 

7 

28 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

23 

8 

31 

Derrygounelly, 

19 

5 

14 

Enniskillen, 

28 

9 

11 

19 

1 

9 

Kesli,  . 

1 1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

6 

Lisnaskea, 

1 

2 

5 

3 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

G 

0 

12 

Totals, 

102 

8 

13 

46 

35 

81 

- 

2 

* 

7 

52 

43 

95 

Co.  Tyrone  : 

Cloglier 

7 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

7 

Cookstown, 

10 

9 

19 

Dungannon, 

42 

9 

14 

19 

1 

Fiutona,  .... 

8 

2 

3 

2 

3 

5 

_ 

Strabane,  .... 

18 

" 

“ 

9 

9 

18 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

9 

18 

Totals, 

101 

5 

8 

13 

44 

44 

88 

1 

" 

1 

2 

4 

60 

96 

Co.  Fermanagh,  . 

102 

8 

13 

21 

46 

35 

81 

Co.  Tyrone,  .... 

I |)I 

5 

8 

13 

44 

44 

88 

1 

- 

2 

4 

96 

Totals  in  District, 

203 

13 

21 

14 

90 

79 

169 

1 

- 

1 

4 

7 

11 

98 

93 

191 

RICHMOND  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Dublin  : 

Balbriggan, 

Clontorf,  .... 

17 

2 

3 

5 

10 

2 

12 

_ 

_* 

_ 

] 

1 

2 

15 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Q 

Lucan,  .... 

8 

3 

Rathfarnham,  . 

15 

9 

Swords,  .... 

10 

1 

1 

2 

5 

3 

8 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

5 

4 

9 

Totals, 

GO 

G 

10 

31 

ID 

50 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

32 

22 

54 

City  of  Dublin  : 

Division  A, 

17 

- 

- 

_ 

10 

17 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17 

— 

— 

— 

7 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

11 

2 

11 

1 

13 

- 

2 

,,  F, 

14 

2 

4 

6 

3 

5 

8 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

8 

13 

Totals, 

74 

4 

■ 

12 

35 

27 

G2 

‘ 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2 

38 

31 

69 

Co.  Louth  : 

Ardeo,  .... 

16 

- 

8 

_ 

_ 

Carlingford, 

20 

- 

i 

1 

14 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Drogheda, 

— 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

Dundalk 

6 

1 

Dunleer,  .... 

12 

- 

7 

Louth,  .... 

4 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Totals, 

*}  “ 

16 

32 

16 

48 

' 

1 

1 

2 

35 

27 

62 
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Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts— continued. 


AV ell  treated.  1 

Neglected 

"1 

Residing  witli 

T,iving  alone.  1 

Vagrant 

otal 

s 

1 

Constabulary  District. 

M'l 

M. 

F.  Total.! 

otal. 

1 

L 

BSg 

OK 

1 

1UXLINGAR  DIST.con. 
Co.  Westmeath  : 

12 

14 

18 

3 

2 

26 

Ballinacarrig. 

7 

11 

(j 

2 

8 

12 

3 

- 

3 

1 

19 

Castlepollard. 

a 

10 

I 

13 

1 

20 

Castletowndelvin. 

5 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

2 

14 

Glasson. 

a 

8 

13 

2 

l 

3 

5 

0 

l 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

16 

Iiilbeggan. 

a 

- 

13 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Moate. 

- 

- 

7 

0 

13 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

" 

2 

13 

Mullingar. 

43  ! 

78 

DO 

20 

50 

73 

■»' 

6 

.5 

1 

2 

3 

8 

‘1 

12 

128 

Totals, 

Co.  Longford  ; 

_ 

_ 

o 

_ 

o 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Ballymahon. 

Drumlish. 

12 

Granard. 

1 

1 

Kilashee. 

- 

2 

0 

8 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Longford. 

2 

2 

4 

10 

10 

20 

12 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

8 

30 

Totals. 

or 

47 

13 

G 

12 

11 

11 

22 

100 

Co.  Meath. 

20 

73 

19 

6 

3 

8 

12 

128 

To.  AVestmeath. 

1 

10 

10 

26 

12 

4 

0 

" 

_ 

- 

fife 

5 

8 

30 

Co.  Longford. 

77 

58 

135 

02 

01 

123 

132 

30 

12 

33 

1 

2 

3 

22 

20 

42 

258 

Totals  in  District. 

OMAGH  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Fermanagh : 

5 

23 

4 

19 

4 

x 

0 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

4 

G 

32 

Arney. 

1 

0 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Durrvgonnelly. 

14 

4 

3 

1 

Enniskillen. 

3 

2 

- 

2 

4 

10 

- 

- 

1 

1 

" 

1 

2 

8 

8 

12 

Lisnaskea. 

42 

73 

17 

29 

55  | 16 

4 

1 

2 

4 | 11 

16 

102 

Totals. 

Co.  Tvrone  : 

Q 

o 

4 

_ 

1 

o 

_ 

_ 

- 

2 

l 

3 

7 

Clogher. 

n 

. 

j. 

y 

_ 

— 

1 

3 

Cookstown. 

22 

5 

1 

- 

- 

3 

5 

8 

42 

Dungannon. 

Fintona. 

jj 

j 

4 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Omagh. 

3 

2 

5 

0 

7 

13 

5 

5 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

3 

8 

18 

Strabane. 

20 

24 

44 

29 

23 

57 

39 

19 

9 

•1  ! 

1 

10 

« 

24 

101 

Totals. 

20 

n 

16 

10 

9 

1 

0 

4 

11 

15 

102 

Co.  Fermanagh. 

44 

29 

28 

57 

39 

9 

1 

1 

10 

14 

24 

101 

Co.  Tyrone. 

02 

I IT 

41 

' 45 

80 

94 

35 

13 

,6 

2 

1|  5 

11 

55 

39 

203 

Totals  in  Districts. 

RICHMOND  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Dublin  : 

3 

> 

t 

9 

3 

3 

13 

8 

* 

“ 

2 

7 

I 

I 

- 

1 

2 

17 

10 

Balbriggan. 

Clontarf. 

1 

:! 

° 

- 

3 

* 

j 

_ 

15 

Rathfarnliam. 

4 

2 

0 

2 

4 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

10 

Swords. 

13 

12 

25 

22 

13 

35 

29 

10 

4 

6 

- 

1 

1 

3 

8 

10 

00 

Totals. 

City  of  Dublin  : 

10 

17 

_ 

_ 

_ 

13 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Division  A. 

0 

7 

4 

8 

7 

_ 

5 

_ 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

12 

„ C. 
„ D. 

7 

5 

12 

2 

_ 

2 

8 

2 

2 

- 

* 

” 

“ 

“ 

3 

3 

U 

14 

1 

- 

8 

5 

- 

i 

- 

1 

- 

" 

14 

» F. 

34 

i 30 

64 

5 

I*. 

48 

9 

2 

14 

- 

1 ' 

1 

- 

~ 

Li 

EE 

Totals. 

| 

Co.  Louth  : 

3 

' 4 

7 

2 

9 

14 

7 

10 

4 

i 

3 

4 

- 

7 

- 

10 

20 

Ardee. 

Carlingford. 

2 

it 

0 

Drogheda. 

1 

0 

Dundalk. 

2 

! = 

3 

3 

1 

! 

9 

3 

2 

I 

2 

1 

i 

- 

1 

4 

2 

8 

Dunleer. 

Louth. 

» 

j ,0 

19 

21 

18 

45 

32 

9 

1 

5 

2 

3 

5 

8 

,5 

04 

Totals. 
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No.  i. — Insane  Poor  at  Large  in  Constabulary  and  Police 


Total 

nsano. 

Idiotic. 

Dangerous. 

Troublesome. 

Harmless. 

Constabulary  District. 

sane. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

fatal. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

RICHMOND  DIST — con. 
Co.  Wicklow  : 

Baltinglass, 

24 

5 

4 

9 

10 

15 

4 

5 

14 

5 

19 

Blessing-ton, 

— 

Bray 

Rath  drum, 

1 

i 

8 

8 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

9 

17 

Tinahely,  .... 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

” 

* 

* 

Wicklow 

” 

" 

1 

6 

1 

5 

Totals, 

CO 

6 

8 

14 

24 

46 

- 

- 

1 

5 

6 

27 

27 

54 

GO 

4 

6 

10 

31 

19 

50 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

6 

32 

22 

54 

74 

8 

- 

64 

4 

12 

— 

Co.  Wicklow, 

m 

6 

8 

14 

22 

24 

46 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

6 

Totals  in  District, 

18 

34 

120 

86 

206 

'I  8 

3 

5 

11 

16 

132 

107 

239 

SLIGO  DISTRICT. 

10 

16 

2 

1 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Carrigallen, 

11 

15 

15 

“ 

14 

Manorhamilton, 

9 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

“ 

" 

4 

4 

8 

Totals, 

59 

4 

7 

11 

31 

17 

48 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

33 

22 

55 

5 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Ballymote, 

19 

8 

2 

4 

5 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

23 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

Sligo,  .... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

- 

10 

Tobercurry,  . 

10 

“ 

1 

4 

~ 

~ 

“ 

5 

Totals, 

74 

21 

9 

30 

26 

18 

44 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

45 

24 

69 

59 

4 

7 

n 

31 

17 

48 

2 

2 

4 

33 

*>2 

55 

Co.  Sligo 

74 

21 

9 

30 

26 

18 

44 

1 

1 

2 

4 

45 

24 

69 

Totals  in  District, 

133 

25 

16 

41 

57 

35 

92 

- 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

78 

46 

124 

WATERFORD  DISTRICT. 

17 

8 

9 

8 

9 

17 

Capoqnin, 

10 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

3 

6 

9 

Clashmore, 

2 

2 

8 

3 

4 

2 

6 

4 

3 

— 

Tramore,  .... 

12 

2 

3 

5 

5 

2 

7 

- 

“ 

1 

1 

2 

6 

4 

10 

Totals, 

53 

7 

9 

16 

23 

14 

37 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

m 

m 

21 

48 

City  of  Waterford  : 

m 

■ 

Waterford, 

Hi 

■ 

■ 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

- 

2 

2 

m 

B 

E 

16 

23 

14 

37 

3 

2 

3 

27 

21 

48 

City  of  Waterford, 

Hi 

Sa 

m 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

l 

- 

2 

2 

Totals  in  District, 

H 

■ 

IS 

IB 

IB 

« 

m 

m 

m 

B 

B 

1 

IH 

y 

B 
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Districts,  Classified  according  to  Asylum  Districts— continued. 


Well  treated,  j 

Neglected. 

Residing  with 

Livi 

g alon 

Vagrant. 

Total 

In- 

Asylum  District,  County,  and 
Constabulary  District. 

M. 

F.  |l 

otajJ 

M. 

F. 

total 

| 

5.rS 

If 

=sg 

ll 

it 

M. 

5 

ni  il. 

M. 

F. 

total. 

— 

RICHMOND  DIST.— con. 

Co.  Wicklow: 

_ 

14 

o 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

24 

Baltinglass. 

3 

Blcssington. 

1 

9 

Bray. 

Rathdrum. 

2 

1 

' 

10 

- 

o 

_ 

- 

* 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

Tmahely. 

1 

1 

2 

- 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

“ 

- 

~ 

1 

~ 

1 

b 

Wicklow. 

23 

19 

“IT 

5I 

;» 

18 

30 

7 

10 

- 

2 

2 

_ci 

1 

60 

Totals. 

25 

13 

10 

R 

10 

60 

Co.  Dublin. 

30 

10 

48 

Cits  of  Dublin. 

34 

8 

12 

64 

Co.  Louth. 

23 

19 

'£> 

18 

13 

’.8 

30 

7 

10 

- 

2 

2 

4 

1 

5 

60 

Co.  Wicklow. 

79 

71 

150 

49 

108 

139 

35 

13  | 35 

> 

7 

9 

17 

10 

27 

258 

Totals  in  District. 

SLIGO  DISTRICT. 
Co.  Leitrim  : 

13 

13 

Ballinaniore. 

10 

2 

o 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

2 

Carrigallen. 

7 

2 

9 

MoliilL 

3 

“ 

5 

4 

9 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

6 

9 

Manorliamilton. 

IS 

8 

26 

16 

33 

28 

8 

4 | 1 

1 

2 

8 

8 

16 

59 

Totals. 

Co.  Sligo: 

Ballisodare. 

j 

1 

Easky. 

2 

— 

2 

" 

3 

2 

5 

7 

9 

: 

Sligo. 

1 

1 

2 

o 

Tobercnrry. 

2 

1 

3 



"T 

17 

35 

42 

10 

4 

3 

- 

2 

6 

7 

13 

74 

16 

22 

33 

57 

59 

Co.  Leitrim- 

18 

12 

8 

35 

42 

10 

4 

3 

- 

2 

7 

13 

74 

Co.  Sligo. 

30 

43 

52 

38 

I » 

70 

18 

5 

7 

' 

3 

4 

14 

15 

WATERFORD  DIST. 
Co.  Waterford  : 

Ballinamult. 

8 

9 

17 

~ 

] 

10 

Capoquin. 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Clashmore. 

8 

Dungarvan. 

1 

Portlaw. 

1 

0 

4 

9 

2 

1 

3 

5 

~ 

1 





17 

53 

Totals. 

20 

15 

35 

10 

“ 

18 

- 

1 - 

1 1 





1 

Waterford. 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

63 

Co.  Waterford. 

2( 

15 

35 

10 

t 

IE 

26 

2 

| — 

J 

City  of  Waterford. 

- 

- 

1 

3 

| 





20 

15 

36 

10 

21 

28 

17 

2 

3 

lz 

2 



4 



4 

56 

r 2 
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No.  2. — Summary  of  Insane  Poor  at  large  in  the  several 


Asylum  Districts 
County. 

Total 
in  Dis 

Total 

County 

Insane. 

Idiotic. 

Daugcrous. 

j 

| Troublesome. 

Harm)  oss. 

Armagh  : 

it. 

F. 

TOT. 

H. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

>'■ 

F. 

TGI. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

Armagh,  . 

r 200 

20 

1C 

41 

0G 

03 

159 

9 

- 

9 

11 

10 

101 

74 

Cavan, 

>458 

1 154 

10 

17 

33 

121 

- 

2 

11 

111 

Monaghan, 

J 

1.104 

10 

5 

15 

38 

01 

69 

3 

- 

3 

3 

0 

8 

43 

51 

1)4 

Balijnasloe  : 

Galivuv,  . 

rioo 

13 

!) 

G4 

04 

128 

- 

a 

7 

0 

13 

Galway  Town. . 

■ 

1 5 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Mayo, 

1 00 

12 

15 

27 

39 

30 

on 

1 

4 

10 

14 

Roscommon,  . 

J 

l 48 

3 

4 

0 

2G 

10 

42 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

0 

25 

17 

42 

Belfast  : 

Antrim,  . 

l inn 

J 152 

18 

12 

30 

73 

40 

122 

3 

- 

3 

1 

4 

0 

83 

Down,  . 

[ 184 

16 

14 

32 

1)0 

50 

152 

4 

4 

8 

3 

10 

107 

01) 

10G 

Carlow  : 

Carlow,  . 

C 5S 

8 

3 

11 

22 

25 

47 

1 

- 

1 

3 

1 

4 

20 

Kildare,  . 

U32 

S 

4 

12 

34 

20 

00 

2 

Wexford, 

J 

1102 

10 

5 

15 

08 

20 

87 

3 

- 

2 

7 

4 

11 

59 

30 

89 

Clonmel  : 

Tipperary,  N.Il. 

l isn 

[ 50 

7 

5 

12 

21 

17 

38 

_ 

1 

1 

4 

g 

27 

Tipperary',  S.R. 

I 

\ 130 

19 

' 

20 

03 

41 

104 

1 

- 

1 

8 

4 

12 

73 

44 

117 

0,0 1.-  ; 

Cork,  . 

1 -no 

f 208 

13 

1!) 

32 

122 

54 

170 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

5 

Cork  City, 

r22 

l H 

- 

1 

1 

4 

9 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

10 

14 

Killarney  : 

Kerry,  . 

07 

07 

G 

11 

17 

42 

3S 

80 

3 

- 

2 

4 

0 

10 

42 

43 

60 

Kilkenny : 

Kilkenny, 

1 -n 

f 71) 

4 

1 

8 

40 

81 

71 

1 

5 

5 

l 

0 

08 

Kilkenny  City, 

J 

l - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Limerick  : 

Limerick, 

11 

4 

15 

25 

32 

57 

0 

_ 

■I 

Limerick  City, 

LSOO 

{ 1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Clare, 

J 

\l27 

12 

10 

28 

02 

37 

99 

- 

3 

2 

c 

10 

10 

06 

41 

J09 

Londonderry : 

Londonderry,  . 

f 71 

10 

11 

30 

23 

18 

41 

3 

1 

± 

57 

Donegal, 

r~8 

\ 152 

31 

15 

40 

00 

40 

100 

3 

3 

12 

18 

82 

49 

131 

Maryborough  : 

Iving's,  . 

l IIH 

f 74 

10 

13 

23 

27 

24 

51 

1 

1 

0 

5 

7 

Queen’s,  . 

J 

l 41 

5 

5 

10 

21 

13 

34 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

24 

10 

40 

Mullingar  : 

Meath,  . 

1 

rioo 

8 

12 

20 

40 

34 

80 

3 

_ 

0 

£ 

Westmeath, 

4 12s 

15 

12 

58 

43 

101 

1 

1 

0 

Longford, 

2 

0 

8 

10 

12 

22 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

11 

17 

28 

Omagh: 

Fermanagh,  . 

1 nna 

r 102 

8 

13 

21 

40 

35 

81 

0 

- 

Tyrone,  . 

J 

\ 101 

0 

8 

13 

44 

44 

88 

1 

- 

2 

4 

4(1 

00 

90 

Richmond  : 

Dublin  City,  . 

T 

4 

8 

12 

35 

27 

62 

0 

0 

aa 

Dublin  County, 

J co 

4 

C 

10 

31 

19 

50 

_ 

54 

1 Hi 

4 

J2 

1G 

32 

10 

Wicklow, 

J 

L 00 

0 

8 

14 

22 

24 

40 

- 

- 

- 

1 

0 

27 

04 

St, Too : 

Leitrim,  . 

f 59 

4 

7 

11 

31 

17 

48 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

1 « 

20 

18 

14 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

45 

24 

00 

Waterford  : 

Waterford, 

51 

f 53 

7 

9 

18 

•i- 

21 

48 

Waterford  City, 

3 

- 

" 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

. 2 

Totals, 

3,352 

3,352 

385 

320 

001 

1,045 

1,110 

2,001 

44 

13 

02 

128 

133 

207 

1,737 

4,272 

3,029 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 

APPENDIX  I. — RETURNS  FROM  THE 


Limerick, 
Armagh, 
Cork,  . 
Do. 


House,  and  where  Situate. 


Eagle  Lodge,  Finglas, 

Farnlurn  House,  Finglas,  . 
Hartfield  Retreat,  Drumcondra, 
Hampstead  House,  Glasnevin,  . 
Lisle  House,  Crumlin, 

Bellevue,  Finglas, 

Jamestown  House,  Finglas, 
Midland  Retreat,  Anuebro’-  1 
near  Maryborough, 

Midland  Retreat,  Woodvi 
near  Maryborough, 

Bushy  Park,  Pallaskenry, 
Retreat,  Armagh, 

Cittadella,  Cork, 

Lindville,  Cork, 


5 ' 


Licensee. 

Name  of 
Superintendent. 

Name. 

Resident  or 
Non-Resident. 

Medical  or 
Non- Medical. 

Joseph  Duffey,  . 

Resident,  . 

Medical,  . 



do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Non-Medical,  . 

1 Richard  Gregory, 

do. 

Medical,  . 

— 

j Win.  Stamer  Stanley, 

do. 

do. 

— 

i John  Jacob, 

Non-Resident,  . 

do. 

Mary  Roberts, . 

| John  Jacob, 

Resident,  . 

do. 

_ 

do. 

do. 



do. 

Non-Medical,  . 

— 

| Joshua  Bull, 

do. 

Medical,  . 

— 

' John  Osburne,  . 

do. 

— 

* Although  the  licence  given  to  Dr.  Puffcy  by  the  magistrates  has  not  been  revoked  on  any  occasion  the  Inspectors  were  never  satisfied  with 
have  recommended  the  suspension  of  his  licence  if  they  know  of  any  asylum  which  would  receive  the  patients  in  it,  who,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
t Jamestown  House  was  not  opened  for  the  purposes  of  a Private  Licensed  Asylum  tiU  January,  18o4,  and  is 
Note. — There  is  another  private  asylum, 
accommodation  for  145  patients,  for  the  sun 
Dublin  Castle, 

October  23,  1856. 


icensed  Asylum  till  January,  1854,  and  is  occupied  by  a few  idiots  and 
:ly,  Bloomfield  Retreat,  Ponnybrook-road,  capable  of  accommodating  30  patients,  belonging  to 
' ' • — unlicensed  establishment. 


Memorandum  as  to  Return  No.  1. 


By  a subsequent  Return  (dated  January  7, 1858),  furnished  to  the  Commissioners  by  Drs.  Nugent  and  Hatchcll, 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  it  appeared  that,  in  addition  to  the  necessary  renewal  of  licence,  the  following  changes 
had  taken  place  in  the  private  asylums,  from  the  date  of  the  foregoing : — 


1.  The  licence  of  William  Stainer  Stanley  had  been  transferred  to  Orchardstown  House,  Ratlifarnham. 

2.  Francos  Dickenson  had  been  substituted,  as  superintendent  of  Midland  Retreat,  Annehrook,  for  Mary  Roberts. 

3.  The  numbers  for  which  the  following  houses  were  licensed  had  been  changed,  as  below 


Eagle  Lodge, 

Farnham  House, 

Hartfield  Retreat,  to  28 

Hampstead  House,  to  20 

Midland  Retreat,  Annehrook,  to  — 
,,  „ Woodviile,  to  14 

Citadella,  to  16 

Lindville,  to  25 


26  males,  12  females. 


Total,  38 


10 

14 

25 

40 


No.  2. — Pees  for  Licences,  under  5 & 6 Viet.,  cap.  123. 


Y“"- 

Number 
of  Licences 
Granted. 

Number 

of 

Patients. 

Amount  of 
Fees 

thereupon. 

Amount 

actually 

Received. 

Disbursements 
of  Inspectors 
under  Act. 

1843, 

12 

318 

£ s.  d. 
159  10  0 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 
179  14  6tl 

1844, 

12 

307 

154  10  0 

221  5 5± 

1845, 

14 

330 

170  O 0 

133  9 

1846, 

14 

336 

173  0 0 

79  8 0 

1847, 

15 

368 

188  10  0 

52  9 6 

1848, 

15 

365 

187  0 0 

65  7 7 

1849, 

15 

193  10  e 

76  5 10 

1850, 

13 

333 

171  0 0 

1851, 

15 

340 

175  0 0 

1852, 

lil 

332 

166  10  0 

71  1 6 

1853, 

12 

330 

166  0 0 

67  5 0 

1854, 

13 

337 

169  10  0 

68  10  6 

1855, 

14 

360 

161  0 0 

1856, 

13 

353 

178  0 0 

— 

55  10  0 

« Paid  direct  to  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  in  accordance  with  Treasury  Minute. 
+ From  12th  October,  1842,  to  31st  December,  1843. 

i During  these  years  the  Office  Expenses  were  charged  to  the  Private  Asylums  ac- 
count. Alter  the  passing  of  the  8 & S Yict.,  o.  107,  the  Travelling  Expenses  and  Fees 
to  Physicians  called  in  under  the  act  were  charged  only. 
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INSPECTORS  OF  LUNATICS. 

Particulars  of  Licence,  and  Visits  of  Inspectors. 


128 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


APPENDIX  K. 

DANGEROUS  LUNATICS. 


Abstract  of  Returns  furnished  by  the  Metropolitan  Police  Commissioners,  of  the  Number  of 
persons  Committed  as  Dangerous  Lunatics  within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  during  the  Five 
Years  specified,  distinguishing  residents  within  the  Richmond  Asylum  District  from  other  persons. 


APPENDIX  L.— FORMS  OF  ADMISSION  TO  DISTRICT  ASYLUMS. 


No.  1 Form  of  Affidavit,  &c.,  in  Cases  of 

Lunatics  whose  friends  are  desirous  of  placing 
them  in  the  Eglinton  Lunatic  Asylum  (Cork). 
Affidavit. 

of  Cork,  | of came  before  me 

■ — Riding,  to  wit,  j this  day,  and  made  oath  on  the 

Holy  Evangelists,  that  to  the  best  of  knowledge 

and  belief  that has  for  about been  in  a state 

of  insanity  ami  mental  derangement,  that  is  a 

native  of , and  has  been  a resident  in  last 

past,  is  a pauper,  and  has  no  near  relative  who  is  able 

or  can  he  obliged  to  support in  a Private  Lunatic 

Establishment.  Deponent  further  swears,  that  the  said 

been  an  inmate  in  a public  or  private  institution 

for  the  reception  of  lunatics.* 

and  that  Deponent  is  related  to  the  said , in 

the  degree  of 

Sworn  before  me  at , this 

day  of , 185 

J.P. 

* If  the  patient  shall  have  been  an  inmate  of  a Lunatic 
Establishment,  here  state  the  place,  and  whether  as  pauper  or 
boarder. 


Physioian’s  or  Surgeon’s  Certificate. 

I certify,  that  , whom  I specially  visited  on 

the , is  now  in  a state  of  insanity  and  mental  de- 
rangement, and  I am  of  opinion  that is  a fit  sub- 

ject for,  and  likely  to  derive  benefit  from,  being  placed 
in  the  Eglinton  Lunatic  Asylum. 


Name, 

Residence, 


The  form  and  affidavit  are  to  be  filled  up  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  manager  previously  to  the  lunatic  being 


sent  to  the  institution  ; and  no  lunatic  will  be  received 

until  it  shall  be  notified  to  some  of friends  that 

there  is  a vacancy  for reception,  unless  in  urgent 

cases. 

No  application  will  be  attended  to  which  does  not 
state  the  name,  residence  and  occupation,  and  degree  of 
relationship  of  the  two  next  male  relatives,  and  the 
next  female  relative  of  the  patient  (when  such  exist), 
according  to  the  following  form : — 


One  of  the  above  persons  must  appear  with  the  patient  on 
the  day  of  personal  examination,  previous  to  admission. 


The  annexed  engagement  to  be  signed  by  a magis- 
trate, clergyman,  or  gentleman,  residing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  patient. 

I hereby  engage  that  the  friends  of  the  within-named 

patient  shall  withdraw  from  the  Eglinton  Lunatic 

Asylum,  on  its  being  notified  to  me  that is  reco- 

vered or  deemed  harmless. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at , this day 

of  , 185 

Signature. 

Residence. 

Post  Town. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  L. 


129 


2f0.  2. Form  of  Recommendation  to  tlie  Sligo 

District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

jyame Residence Date  of  Admission 

No.  in  General  Registry 

No.  in  Physician’s  Registry 

Instructions  to  be  particularly  attended  to. 

1st.  Patients  cannot  be  received  unless  the  Admission 
Forms  are  accurately  complied  with,  and  returned  to 
the  Asylum,  lor  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

previous  to  the in  each  month ; and  it  is  especially 

to  he  observed,  that  no  Lunatic  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  Institution  without  duo  notification  from  the  Resi- 
dent Physician  of  a vacancy. 

2nd.  The  Governors  require,  that  the  party  who 
sims  tho  engagement  of  removal,  shall  he  a gentleman 
residin''  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  patient,  or  a per- 
son of  well-known  respectability,  whose  address  should 
he  fully  given. 

3rd.  As  many  unfit  cases  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  sent  to  Lunatic  Asylums,  particularly  persons  far 
advanced  in  life,  whose  mental  malady  partook  rather 
of  the  character  of  imbecility  than  of  actual  lunacy,  and 
the  chronic  nature  of  which  gave  no  liopo  of  cure,  the 
Governors,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
admission  of  such  cases,  which  prove  a permanent  bur- 
then on  the  establishment,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  that 
are  aente,  and  which  may  he  benefited  by  treatment, 
request  that  all  medical  gentlemen  certifying  to  the 
insanity  of  applicants,  will  he  most  particular  in  their 
examination,  as  to  tho  probable  curability  or  dangerous 
character  of  the  disease. 

4th.  The  affidavit  should  be  made,  when  practicable, 
by  the  next  of  kin. 

5th.  Relatives,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Medical 
Attendant  or  Certifying  Practitioner,  are  requested  to 
annex,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  precise 
answers  to  the  following  medical  queries. 

Oth.  The  friends  of  patients  unable  to  pay  the  sum 
required  in  private  asylums,  and  who  are  able  and 
willing  to  pay  wlrat  would  be  necessary  for  their  sup- 
port in  the  District  Asylum,  and  whom  it  would  appear 
unfair  to  tho  public  to  admit  gratuitously,  may  have 
them  admitted  when  there  are  vacancies,  under  the 
proviso  of  their  being  withdrawn  in  case  the  room  they 
occupy  should  ho  required  for  poor  patients.  In  such 
instances,  those  portions  of  the  Affidavit  and  Certificate, 
ifcc.,  on  whose  part  application  is  made,  is  sot  forth,  “as 
a poor  person,  or  without  a friend  to  support  him  or 
her,”  or  “ as  a pauper,”  must,  of  course,  be  omitted. 

7th.  All  letters,  and  other  communications,  on  tho 
business  of  the  Institution,  to  ho  addressed,  free  of  post- 
age, to  the  Resident  Physician,  at  the  Asylum,  who  will 
afford  every  information  that  may  be  required. 

The  friends  of  patients  are  admitted  to  see  them  on 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  between  the  hours  of  10 
o’clock,  A.M.,  and  1 o’clock,  P.M.,  in  summer;  and  11 
o’clock,  a.m.,  and  2 o’clock,  p.m.,  in  winter,  under  the 
control  and  direction  of  the  Resident  Physician. 


Queries. 


Queries. 

Answers. 

1 . Name  and  Residence. 

2.  Sox. 

3.  Age. 

4.  Single,  married,  or  widowed. 

5.  Number  of  children. 

6.  Occupation. 

Can  read  and 

*.  Religion. 

9.  Habits  of  life,  whether  temperate  or 
intemperate,  active  or  sedentary, 
regular  or  otherwise. 

10.  Original  disposition,  whether  ani- 
mated or  tho  reverse,  placid  or  pas- 
sionate. dull  or  energetic;  cheerful 
and  contented,  or  morose  and  dis- 
contented, &c. 

1 1 . Date  of  first  attack. 

12.  Number  of  previous  attacks,  and  tlieir 
duration. 

write 

Queries — continued. 


13.  Duration  of  present  attack. 

f Moral. 

14.  Assigned  causes,  4 Physical. 

( Hereditary. 

15.  State  of  the  senses. 

16.  Intellect. 

17.  Affections  and  emotions. 

18.  Nutritive  condition. 

19.  State  of  the  tongue,  skin,  pulse,  gene- 
ral circulation,  chest  and  respiration ; 
functions  of  bowels,  kidneys,  and 
uterus. 

20.  Disposition  for  food  and  sleep. 

21.  Form  of  mental  disorder;  whether 
mania,  monomania,  melancholia,  de- 
mentia, idiocy,  or  epilepsy. 

22.  Before  the  symptoms  of  lunacy  be- 
came manifest,  was  there  any  unusual 
depression  or  elevation  of  spirits,  or 
was  any  alteration  observed  in  the 
temper,  disposition,  opinions,  con- 
duct, sleep,  appetite,  state  of  bowels, 
or  health  of  tlie  patient;  and  how 
long  before  lunacy  were  any  such 
precursory  symptoms  observed? 

23.  Bodily  disorder  (if  any)  apparently 
connected  with  the  insanity. 

24.  What  have  been  the  prominent  symp- 
toms of  the  malady  ? has  any  obvious 
change  in  its  form  occurred  ? and  does 
it  appear  to  be  increasing,  declining, 
or  stationary  ? 

25.  Are  there  lucid  intervals,  or  any  great 
remissions,  or  exacerbations ; and  do 
such  changes  occur  at  uncertain 
times,  or  at  stated  periods? 

26.  Does  tlie  patient  rave  indifferently  on 
various  subjects,  or  chiefly  on  one, 
and  what  is  that  subject?  Mention 
particularly  any  permanent  or  re- 
markable illusions. 

27.  Hus  tlie  patient  ever  threatened  or 
attempted  to  commit  any  act  of  self- 
violence,  and  by  what  means? 

28.  Has  the  patient  ever  made  any  pre- 
meditated or  dangerous  attempt  to 
injure  any  other  person,  and  how ? 

29.  Is  the  patient  prone  to  tear  clothes, 
or  to  break  windows  or  furniture  ? 

30.  Was  any  near  relative  of  tlie  patient 
ever  insane? 

31.  Is  the  patient  subject  to  periodical 
attacks  of  epilepsy,  or  any  other 
malady;  to  any  unusual  discharge, 
or  to  suppression  or  obstruction  of 
any  customary  discharge  ; to  sores, 
eruptions,  rupture,  epilepsy,  para- 
lysis, struma,  or  hysteria?  Specify 
any  bodily  infirmity,  or  other  disease 
of  the  patient. 

32.  Did  the  present  fit  of  lunacy  occur, 
or  lias  any  former  lit  occurred,  during 
pregnancy  or  in  cliild-bed? 

33.  Was  the  head  of  the  patient  over  se- 
verely injured? 

34.  What  has  been  done  for  tlie  recovery 
of  the  patient,  and  with  what  effect  ? 

35.  Has  tlie  patient  ever  been  in  any 
other  Lunatic  Asylum?  and  where? 

36.  The  Physician  will  be  kind  enough  to 
mention  any  circumstances  that  may 
occur  to  him  ns  likely  to  elucidate 
the  ease  or  tend  to  its  cure. 


Affidavit. 

County  of ) of came  before  me  this 

to  wit.  \ Jay,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 

Evangelists  that,  to  the  best  of knowledge  and 

belief, of , in  the  county  of , lias,  for 

some  time  past,  been  in  a state  of  insanity  and  mental 

derail  "emeu  t ; and  that  the  said is  a poor  person 

and  has  no  friends  who  will  support in  a private 

Lunatic  Establishment,  and  that lias  been  a resi- 
dent of  the  said  county  of  — — for  the  last years, 

that was  not  born  an  idiot,  and  that  the  replies  to 

the  annexed  queries  respecting  tlie  said are  correct 

and  true,  according  lo  the  best  of  deponent’s  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Sworn  before  mo  at , this  — day  of , 185  . 


s 
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Medical  Certificate. 

I certify  that , whom  I have  visited,  is  now,  and 

has  been,  in  a state  of  insanity  for  the  last . I am 

of  opinion  that  there  is  danger  in  allowing  to  be 

at  liberty ; that is  a fit  subject  for,  and  likely  to 

derive  benefit  from,  being  placed  in  the  Sligo  Luuatic 
Asylum  ; and  that  I believe  the  replies  to  the  annexed 
queries  are  just  and  true. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this day  of , 180 


Magistrate,  Parish  Minister,  and  Churchwardens' 
Certificate. 

We  certify  that  we  have  inquired  into  the  case 

of , who  has  resided  in  the  parish  of  , in  the 

county  of , for  the  last  years ; that  we  do 

believe  to  be  a pauper,  and  would  recommend 

as  a fit  subject  for  the  Sligo  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this day  of , 1S0 

Magistrate. 

Parish  Minister  of 

| Churchwardens. 


The  following  form  to  he  filled  up  by  the  two  next 
of  kin  to  the  patient : — 


The  annexed  engagement  to  bo  signed  by  a magis- 
trate, parish  minister,  or  gentleman,  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  tho  patient : — 

1 do  hereby  engage  that  the  friends  of  tho  within- 

named  patient  shall  withdraw  from  the  Sli'ro 

District  Lunatic  Asylum,  on  its  being  notified  to  me 
that is  recovered,  or  deemed  harmless  and  incur- 

able ; and  that  in  the  event  of  their  neglecting  to  do 
so  within  a fortnight  after  my  having  received  a written 
notice  to  that  effect,  I promise  to  repay  to  the  manager 
of  the  Sligo  Lunatic  Asylum  any  expense  that  may  be 

incurred  by  him  in  transmitting  the  said  patient  to 

present  place  of  abode. 

Given  under  my  hand  at , this day 

of , ISo 

Admitted of , 180 


No.  3 — Form  of  Admission  to  the  Waterford 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  the  County  of 
Waterford  mid  the  City  of  Waterford. 

Affidavit. 

County  of  — • ( 0f came  before  me  this 

J day,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 

Evangelists,  that  to  the  best  of knowledge  and 

belief of , county , parish  of , barony 

of — —,  nearest  post  town , has  for  some  time  past 

been  in  a state  of  insanity  and  mental  derangement, 

and  that  the  said is  a pauper,  and  has  no  friend 

who  will  or  can  be  obliged  to  support in  a private 

Lunatic  Establishment,  and  that  has  been  a 

resident  of  the  said  county  of for  the  last . 

Sworn  before  me  at this  — day  of , 180 

1 Justice, 

J County. 


Medical  Certificate. 

I certify  that , whom  I have  visited,  is  now,  and 

has  been  in  sv  state  of  insanity  for  the  last , and  I 

am  of  opinion  that is  a fit  subject  for,  and  likely 

to  derive  benefit  from,  being  placed  in  the  Waterford 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Waterford. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this day  of , 180 

Physician  or  Surgeon. 

Residence. 

Magistrate  and  Parish  Clergyman's  Certificate. 

Wc  certify  that  we  have  inquired  into  the  ease  of 

, who  has  resided  in  tho  parish  of , county  of 

, for  tho  last years,  that  wo  do  believe 

to  be  a lunatic  and  a pauper,  and  recommend as  a 

fit  subject  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Waterford. 

Given  under  our  bauds,  this day  of , 180 

..Magistrate. 

Parish  Clergyman  of_ 


The  following  form  must  lie  accurately  filled  up  : — 


Further  particulars  respecting  the  patient 


Tins  form  when  filled  up,  to  he-  returned  to  the  Manager  for 
approval,  previous  to  the  person  being  sent. 


The  foregoing  forms  of  admission  will  serve  to  show 
the  great  dissimilarity  of  those  forms  in  tho  several 
asylums,  as  noticed  in  the  Report,  p.  12.  The  following 
peculiarities  arc  presented  in  the  forms  used  in  other 
asylums. 

In  the  Armagh  Asylum  tho  medical  certificate  states 
that  “ there  is  danger  in  allowing”  the  person  whose 
admission  is  applied  for  “ to  he  at  liberty.” 

In  the  Dallinasloe  Asylum  the  affidavit  states  that 
the  person  applied  for  “ is  not  subject  to  epilepsy,  nor 
born  an  idiot and  the  medical  certificate  sets  forth 
that  in  the  opinion  of  tho  signer  “ the  case  is  not 
incurable.” 

In  the  Dclfast  forms  the  medical  certificate  states 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  party  signing  “ there  is  dan- 
ger in  allowing  tho  lunatic  to  'be  at  liberty;  ” and  the 
Magistrate  or  Churchwarden’s  certificate  is  to  the  same 
effect. 

The  Carlow  medical  and  magisterial  certificate  arc  of 
a like  kind,  and  the  former  states  that  the  lunatic  is 
considered  “ curable”  by  the  person  signing  it. 

Tho  Clonmel  affidavit  declares  that  the  person  applied 
to  be  admitted  “ has  not  been  born  an  idiot.” 

In  Killarney  a Governor,  or  local  clergyman,  certifies 
that  the  party  is  a “ dangerous  lunatic,”  in  bis  opinion. 

In  Kilkenny  the  physician  certifies  liis  opinion  that 
“ there  is  danger  in  allowing  the  party  to  be  at  liberty,” 
and  that  be  thinks  the  case  is  " curable.” 

In  Limerick  and  in  Londonderry  the  affidavit  states 
that  the  party  “ is  not  subject  to  epilepsy  nor  born  an 
idiot.” 

In  Maryborough  a like  allegation  as  to  idiocy  is  con- 
tained in  tlie  affidavit. 
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APPENDIX  M.— HEADS  OF  INQUIRY. 


N0.  l. — Circular  transmitted  to  the  Managers 
of  Asylums,  Clerks  of  Unions,  Ac.,  enclosing 
Heads  of  Inquiry. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission. 

gx» I enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Governors 

of Asylum  (or  Guardians  of Union)  copies 

of  General  Heads  of  Inquiry,  which  have  been  prepared 
by  the  Commissioners,  with  a view  to  indicating  the 
scope  and  purport  of  the  investigation  on  which  they 
propose  to  enter,  in  pursuance  of  tho  authority  vested 
in  them  by  the  Royal  Commission,  and  beg  you  to  sub- 
mit the  document  to  the  Governors  (or  Guardians  as 
the  case  may  be)  at  your  earliest  opportunity. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  J.  Baers, 
Secretary. 

To  the  Manager  of  the 

District  Asylum,  or  to  the 
Clerk  of Union. 


No.  2. — Heads  of  Inquiry  forwarded  by  tlic  Com- 
missioners to  Governors  and  Managers  of  Asy- 
lums, Boards  of  Guardians,  &c.  Ac. 

I.  — Law  as  regards  lunatics  : — 

1.  In  public  asylums — Admission — Discharge,  <tc. 

2.  In  licensed  or  unlicensed  houses. 

3.  In  workhouses. 

4.  In  gaols — Operation  of  1 Vic.,  c.  27. 

5.  At  large  or  with  their  friends— Chancery  luna- 

tics— Single  patients. 

II.  — Law  and  practice  in  reference  to  tho  formation  of 

districts  and  erection  of  District  Asylums : — 

1.  Classes  for  whom  accommodation  should  be 

provided,  in  such  institutions — Paying  pa- 
tients. 

2.  Districts  for  which  separate  asylums  should  bo  • 

provided. 

3.  Mode  of  proceeding  as  regards  formation  oi 

districts  and  erection  of  District  Asylums. 


III.  — Law  and  practice  as  regards  government  and 

maintenance  of  District  Asylums : — 

1.  Appointment  of  Governors. 

2.  Proceedings  of  Governors — Attendance — In- 

spection of  District  Asylums — Accounts,  the. 

3.  Special  local  regulations. 

4.  Provision  of  Funds  for  maintenance — Charge- 

ability  of  inmates. 

IV.  — Management  of  District  Asylums : — 

1.  Medical  Officers — Salaries  and  duties — Super- 

annuation. 

2.  Other  officers  and  attendants — Number — Sala- 

ries and  duties — Superannuation. 

3.  Books  and  registers  kept. 

V.  — Land,  buildings,  and  fnrnitnre  : — 

1.  Appropriation  of  land — Quantity  under  spade 

cultivation. 

2.  Suitableness  of  buildings  and  premises  for  a 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

3.  Adequacy  for  wants  of  district — Capability  of 

enlargement — Means  by  which  accommoda- 
tion can  he  extended. 

4.  Arrangements  for  ventilating,  warming,  and 

lighting — Supply  of  hot  and  cold  water — 
Sewerage,  &c. 

5.  Bedding  and  furniture. 

VI.  — Condition  and  treatment  of  patients : — 

1.  Classification. 

2.  Medical  and  moral  treatment — Proportion  of 

cures  and  deaths. 

3.  Daily  arrangements — Use  ol  baths  and  occupa- 

tion of  patients. 

4.  Clothing  and  diet. 

5.  Schools — Instruction,  and  religious  worship. 

VII. — —Law  and  practice  as  regards  inspection  and  con- 

trol of  District  Asylums : — 

1.  Frequency  of  inspections. 

2.  Communication  between  Inspectors  and  Go- 

vernors. 

3.  Control  exercised  over  proceedings  of  Go- 

vernors— Expenditure,  &c. 

VIII.  — Law  and  practice  as  regards  other  institutions 
for  custody  and  treatment  of  iusano : — 

1.  Licence — Medical  certificates — Orders  of  deten- 
tion. 

2.  Inspection  — Reports — Registers  and  books 
kept. 

3.  Condition  of  institution. 
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REFERENCES  TO  THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  SEVERAL  WITNESSES  CLASSIFIED  UNDER 
HEADS,  AND  ARRANGED  ALPHABETICALLY  UNDER  EACH  HEAD. 


1.  Witnesses  having  Official  Duties  connected  with 
the  Administration  of  the  Law  relative  to  Lunatics 
and  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland. 


Page 

Brady,  F.  W.,  Esq.  ....  509-513 
Cruise,  H.  M.,  Esq.  ....  0-11 

Hancock,  W.  N.,  Esq.,  ll.b.  . . . 514-518 

Heno,  T.  Rice,  Esq.  ....  500-503 
Ireland,  11.  S.,  Esq.,  m.d.,f.B.C.S.I.  . . 164-106 

Nugent,  J.,  Esq.,  m.d.  ....  29-52 

Porter,  F.  Thorpe,  Esq.  . . . 166-107 

RadclifF,  John,  Esq.  ....  1-6 

White,  F.,  Esq.,  f.r.o.s.x.  . . . 11-28 


2.  Witnesses  examined  at  Public  Courts  of  Inquiry 
or  relative  to  particular  District  Asylums. 


Armagh — Public  Court  held  on  May,  14,  1857. 
Cuming,  Thomas,  m.d.  . . . 374-377 

Dobbin,  Thomas,  Esq.,  j.p.  . . . 379 

Jackson,  Thomas,  Esq.  . . . 307-374 

Paton,  William,  Esq.,  J.P.  . . . 377-379 


Bullinasloe — Public  Court  held  June  4,  1857. 


Dillon,  Thomas,  m.d.  ....  444-446 
Kelly,  Denis  Henry,  Esq.,  .t.p.,  d.l.  . . 433-435 

Maher,  Mr.  John  E.  447 

M'Kiernnn,  J.  B.,  Esq 487-443 

O'Flaherty,  Anthony,  Esq.,  J.P.,  n.L.  . . 435-437 

Belfast — Public  Court  held  May  12, 1857. 

Can-oil,  Rev.  John  . . . . 363 

Dromore,  Down,  and  Connor,  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  . ....  338-340 

Hindis,  Rev.  Thomas,  m.a.  . . . 343-345 

Houston,  R.  B.  B.,  j.p.,  d.l.  . . . 340-343 

Macrory,  Adam  John,  Esq.  . . . 359-363 

Montgomery,  Rev.  Henry,  ll.d.  . . 345-359 

M'Cormac,  Henry,  m.d.  . . . 334-338 

M'Cullagh,  Rev.  W.  C 363-364 

Stewart,  Robert,  m.d.  ....  325-334 
Stewart,  Mary  Frances  ....  364-366 

Oarlow — Public  Court  held  on  February  17, 1857. 
Browne,  Robert  Clayton,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.  . 266-268 

Cassidy,  Robert,  Esq.,  j.p.  . . . 271-273 

Duckett,  William,  Esq.,  j.p.  . . . 270-271 

Haughton,  Samuel,  Esq.  . . . 277 

Nangle,  John  H.,  j.p.  ' ....  269-270 
O’Meara,  Thomas,  m.d.  ....  273-277 
Redmond,  Patrick  W.,  j.p.,  d.l.  . . . 268-269 

White,  Matthew  Esmonde,  m.d.,  j.p.  . . 257-286 


Clonmel — Public  Court  held  on  February  13,  1857. 


Donoughmore,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Flynn,  James,  m.d. 

Fry,  Rev.  Henry 

Giles,  Rev.  Walter 

Moore,  Stephen,  Esq.,  d.l.,  j.p.  . 

Phipps,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pownall  . 
RiaU,  W.  H.,  j.p. 

Shiel,  William  James,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.b.o.s.i. 


. 247-250 
. 239-245 
255 

. 258-255 
. 237-239 
. 250-253 
. 255-256 
. 245-247 


Cork — Public  Court  held  June  18,  1857. 


Barry,  Mr.  Nicholas  ....  464^405 

Burton,  Rev.  Philip  ....  463-464 

Clifford,  Rev.  C.  H.  . . . ' . 462-463 

Connell,  Mr.  William  ....  469 

Cork,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Oloyne  and  Ross  . 459 
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Duggan,  Mr.  J.  P.  . . . . 469-470 

Hobart,  S.,  m.d.  .....  457-459 
Kyle,  Venerable  S.  M.  . . . . 459-461 

Power,  T.,  m.d.  . . 448-457,  465-468-470-471 

Rennick,  Mr.  William  ....  468-469 
Townsend,  Horatio,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.  . . 461-462 

Killarney— Public  Court  held  October  22,  1857. 
Hewson,  James  Bland,  Esq.,  j.p.  . . 497-499 

Lawler,  Martin  S.,  m.d.  ....  486-491 
Leahy,  J.,  Esq.,  j.p.  ....  494-497 
Le  Hunte,  Rev.  F.  . 499 

Murphy,  Walter  W.,  m.d.  . . . 491-492 

M'Gillicuddy,  Richard,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.  . 492-494 

Kilkenny — Public  Court  held  February  18,  1857. 
Blunden,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  j.p.,  D.l.  . . 292 

Cane,  R.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.  . . . 288-290 

Graves,  Rev.  James  ....  293 

Kinchcla,  Louis  C.,  m.d.  . . . 285-287 

Lalor,  Joseph,  m.d.  ....  278-285 
Lanigan,  William,  Esq.  ....  290-292 
Larkin,  Rev.  Edward  ....  293-294 
Potter,  Henry,  Esq.,  j.p.  . • . 292-293 

Tidmarsh,  James  M.,  Esq.,  t.c.  . . . 287-288 

Wandcsforde,  Horn  Charles,  j.p.,  d.l.  . . 278 

Limerick — Public  Court  held  May  20,  1857. 

Cullinan,  P.  M.,  m.d 392-394 

Fitzgerald,  Robert,  m.d.  ....  380-386 

Gabbet,  W.  H.,  Esq 388-389 

Jacob,  Rev.  B.  . ■ ■ • 394 

Kane,  Thomas,  m.d.,  j.p.  . . . 389-390 

Malone,  Rev.  M.  ....  394-395 
O’Brien,  George  W.,  m.d.  . . . 390-392 

O’Callaghan,  David,  m.d.  . . . 386-387 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Dublin,  24th  October,  1856. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Commissioners  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence. 

John  Badcliff,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined.  Correspondence. 

] . I believe  you  are  a Commissioner  for  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of  John  Railcliff,  Esq. 
Lunatic  Asylums,  under  the  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  IV.  cap.  33? — Yes. 

2.  ITow  long  have  you  been  a member  of  that  Commission? — Erom  the  time  of  the 
abolition  of  the  former  unpaid  Board. 

3.  It  is  stated  in  a return  as  1 835  ? — I believe  so. 

4.  You  are  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works? — Yes. 

5.  Are  you  aware  what  the  course  of  proceeding  was  by  the  Board  to  whom  you  sue-  Theformcr  Board 

.pnrWl  9 wiiP.n  t.Lp  Order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  for  the  erection  of  an  of  General  Control 


and  Correspondence. 


ceeded  ? When  the  Order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  for  the  erection  of  an  ‘ 

asylum  was  issued,  the  architect  was  instructed  to  prepare  the  plans  for  a building  to 
contain  the  limited  number  of  patients.  These  plans  were  then  considered  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  when  approved  by  them  the  architect  was  instructed  to  call  for 
tenders.  It  appeared  also  by  the  minutes  that  the  Commissioners  of  Control  reported  on 
the  extent  of  the  district  to  be  attached  to  each  Asylum,  and  the  number  of  patients  it 
should  be  built  for.  This  was  all  the  information  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  Minute 
Books  of  the  former  Commissioners  as  to  the  course  of  proceeding. 

6.  Were  the  books  and  minutes  of  the  former  Board  handed  over  to  your  Board? — Yes, 
they  were  handed  over  to  us. 

7.  Those  books  and  minutes  can  be  produced  at  present  ? — Yes. 

8.  Did  the  former  Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  exercise  any  control  over 
the  asylums  when  built  ?— I think  not.  They  drew  ixp  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
observed  therein,  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  authorizes  the  Com- 
missioners of  General  Control  to  do  so.  I believe  the  rules  and  regulations  now  in  force 
were  drawn  up  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  of  which  Dr.  Rennie  was  the  chairman. 

9.  Has  there  been  any  variation  in  the  practice,  since  the  Board,  of  which  you  are  a member,  Tlio  presort 

was  formed,  as  regards  the  duties  performed  by  the  Commissioners? — We  have  performed  "f13  ’ 

the  same  duties  only  with  reference  to  building  and  purchasing  ground.  We  have  never  proceeding;  tlieir 
performed  any  duties  connected  with  the  management  of  the  asylums.  duties. 

10.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  course.which  lias  been  pursued  since  you  became  a Com- 
missioner, with  reference  to  the  erection  of  asylums,  and  the  formation  of  districts,  is  that 
which  you  have  described  as  having  been  pursued  by  your  predecessors? — Yes.  Our  pre- 
decessors did  all  the  duty,  I believe,  without  the  help  of  the  Inspectors ; but  since  we 
have  been  in  office,  the  Inspectors  have  done  all  the  other  portion  of  the  duty,  aud  we 
have  been  confined  to  purchasing  ground  and  erecting  buildings,  with  the  necessary  fit- 
ments, &c. 

11.  Are  you  aware  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Board  you  succeeded  was  abo- 
lished, and  the  Commissioners,  of  whom  you  are  one,  were  first  appointed? — I have  always 
understood  that  it  was  on  the  application  of  the  late  Commissioners  themselves ; that  having 
completed  the  routine  of  duties  prescribed  for  them  under  the  Act  for  erecting  the  new 
asylums,  they  then  applied  to  be  relieved  from  all  further  duty ; and  on  that  we  were 
appointed  a Commission. 

12.  When  the  former  Commission  ceased  to  exist,  they  had  already  divided  Ireland  into  Asylums  erected  by 

Lunatic  Asylum  districts,  and  erected  an  asylum  in  each  of  those  districts  ? — They  had,  all  former  Board, 
but  Cork.  . . , 

13.  The  position  of  Cork  was,  I believe,  peculiar,  it  was  not  included  in  any  district  ? — 

Cork  was  not  a district.  . 

14.  Has  the  county  of  Cork  been  subsequently  declared  a district  by  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  8th  and  9th  Vic.  chap.  107  ? — Yes. 

15.  I believe  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  had  also  been  declared  a District  Asylum 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  previously  to  your  being  appointed  a Commissioner  ?— -Yes. 

16.  State  the  names  of  the  new  asylums  erected? — Cork,  Kilkenny,  Killamey,  New  New  Asylums. 
Richmond,  Sligo,  Omagh,  and  Mullingar. 

B 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin. 

Commissioners . f >r 
General  Control  and 
Correspondence. 
John  Radcliff,  Esq. 

Proceeding ; 
communication  with 
local  authorities ; 
purchase  of  sites  for 
Asylums. 


17.  In  the  Order  in  Council  directing  the  formation  of  a new  district,  I believe  the 
number  for  which  the  asylum  is  to  be  built  is  specified? — Yes. 

18.  Does  it  specify  the  amount  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  asylum  ? — No. 

19.  After  having  received  that  Order  in  Council,  what  is  the  next  step  taken  by  the 
Commissioners  ? — On  the  receipt  of  the  order,  steps  were  taken  to  procure  a site  as  near 
to  the  town  named  in  the  order  as  could  be  procured  at  a reasonable  price. 

20.  Did  any  communication  take  place  with  the  local  authorities,  either  the  Grand  Jury 
or  Magistrates,  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  the  land  or  site? — No,  except  in  one  or 
two  instances.  In  the  case  of  Omagh,  we  communicated  with  the  Grand  Jury  there.  We 
pointed  out  two  sites  that  we  thought  eligible,  and  requested  them  to  select  one  of  them. 
They  appointed  a committee,  and  did  select  the  site  on  which  the  asylum  is  now  built. 
With  regard  to  the  site  for  Cork,  it  was  chosen  by  the  Governors  themselves,  and  approved 
of  by  Colonel  J ones  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Correspondence. 

21.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  communication  took  place  between  the  local  authorities 
and  the  Commissioners,  or  the  Government,  with  reference  to  the  formation  of  the  dis- 
tricts ? — I am  not  aware. 


22.  Can  you  state  why  the  local  authorities  were  consulted  in  the  two  instances  you 
have  named,  and  not  in  the  others  ? — In  the  case  of  Omagh,  as  the  selection  of  the  site 
affected  the  future  cost  of  maintaining  the  asylum,  we  requested  the  Grand  Jury  to  give 
an  opinion.  Two  sites  had  been  selected,  both  suitable — one  close  on  the  turf  district 
and  some  distance  from  the  town ; the  other  away  from  the  turf  district  and  close  to  the 
town,  but  more  expensive  than  the  other. 

23.  Were  both  sites  equally  eligible  for  the  asylum  ? — I will  say  they  were  both  good 
sites,  but  I do  not  think  equally  good. 

24.  W ere  the  local  authorities  consulted  as  to  the  quantity  of  laud  to  be  taken  ? — That  is 
settled  on  a principle.  I am  not  quite  certain  that  the  Order  in  Council  does  not  state  the 
quantity.  But  we  went  upon  what  has  been  done  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  which  was  to 
allow  ten  acres  for  every  100  patients. 

25.  Did  both  the  sites  in  the  Omagh  case  contain  the  necessary  quantity  of  land  ? — 
They  contained  the  requisite  quantity;  thirty  acres,  I think.  There  is  a return  to  Parlia- 
ment stating  the  quantity. 

26.  Can  you  state  the  reasons  why  the  selection  of  the  site  at  Cork  was  left  to  the 
Governors? — I do  not  know.  It  originated  with  them.  When  the  matter  first  came  to  us, 
there  came  a long  list  of  sites  about  Cork,  which  had  been  viewed  by  them.  I am  not 
sure  whether  all  were  considered  eligible.  Some  were.  There  was  a preference  given  to 
the  site  on  which  we  have  now  erected  the  asylum. 

27.  Generally  speaking,  have  any  local  parties,  either  existing  Governors,  Grand  Juries, 
or  Magistrates,  any  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  site  ? — No  voice  legally. 

28.  Have  they  practically  been  admitted  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  ? — No 
objection  was  made  to  any  one  offering  an  opinion. 

29-  Is  any  opportunity  given  to  any  of  the  various  bodies  I have  mentioned,  as  a body,  to 
express  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  previous  to  the  site  being  purchased  ? — I will  answer 
you  this  way.  There  has  been  no  communication  from  our  office  to  magistrates  or  others 
near  the  towns  where  such  asylums  were  erected.  I looked  through  the  Minute  Books  of 
our  predecessors,  and  I could  not  find  that  there  had  been  any  communication  held  with 
local  authorities  with  respect  to  sites.  The  Commissioners  followed  the  course  pointed 
out  by  the  Act.  They  were  held  responsible,  and  they  exercised  the  power. 

30.  The  site  having  been  fixed  upon,  to  whom  was  the  question  submitted  for  final 
approval  ? — The  site  was  settled  by  the  Board  of  Correspondence. 

31.  Did  they  proceed  to  purchase  the  land  without  submitting  it  to  the  approval  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  or  any  party  ? — I think  in  some  cases  there  was  a communication,  but  I 
am  not  at  this  moment  prepared  to  answer  you,  with  regard  to  some  of  the  sites.  Take 
Kilkenny,  for  example ; there  was  a communication  with  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums.  Dr. 
Nugent,  with  me,  chose  that  site.  Dr.  White  was  with  me  at  Killamey  choosing  that  site. 

Purchase  money  32.  Having  approved  of  the  site  and  concluded  the  terms  of  purchase,  what  body  has 
xe  y jury.  been  asked  to  approve  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  ? — The  jury  decided  the  amount 
of  the  purchase..  We  cannot  tell  what  a site  will  cost  until  we  have  held  our  inquisition. 
We  viewed  it  this  way.  We  are  ordered  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  to. 
erect  an  asylum  to  hold  so  many  people,  at  such  or  such  a town,  and  we  make  the  best 
bargain  we  can  for  the  site,  by  impannelling  a jury  to  determine  the  amount. 

33.  But  before  the  matter  is  considered  by  a jux-y,  have  you  not  taken  into  consideration 
whether  it  was  one  which  would  be  likely  to  be  expensive  in  the  purchase  or  not  ? — 
In  every  case  but  that  of  Cork  I inspected  the  sites  near  each  town;  and  in  deciding  on 
the  site  to  be  purchased  the  Commissioners  always  were  influenced  by  the  probable  cost. 

34.  Is  any  contract  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  proprietor,  previous  to 
its  being  submitted  to  a jury  for  valuation? — I think  that  in  some  instances  we  agreed 
with,  parties  as  to  terms,  subject  to  their  being  confirmed  by  a jury.  I may  give  a more 
detailed  answer  to  this. 

?DOTSofSnTSi  -cr  S5-‘  HaviuS  purchased  the  land,  did  you  proceed  to  prepare  plans  for  the  building  ?— 
Having  purchased  the  land.  We  then  selected  an  architect,  and  he  was  desired  to  prepare 
plans.  Printed  instructions  were  given  to  the  architects  for  their  guidance  as  to  the  general 
arrangements  of  the  building. 

Orders  in  Council.  36-1  believe  the  Order  in  Council  stated  the  number  of  patients  for  whom  the  asylum 
was  to  be  erected  ? — Yes. 
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37.  Did  tbe  Order  in  Council  limit  the  expenditure  for  such  asylum  ? — Latterly  it  did.  Dublin. 

38.  In  what  case  ?— In  the  case  of  the  Richmond  Asylum  CammSoim  for 

39.  That  was  a case  of  additional  buildings? — Additional  buildings;  there  was  a good  General  Control  and 

deal  of  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  Correspondence. 

40.  In  what  other  cases  ivas  the  amount  limited  ? — I cannot  tell  now  ; I will  look  over  the  John  Radcliff,  Esq.. 
Orders  in  Council,  and  sec.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  limit  except  in  cases  of  enlarge- 
ment—in  the  case  of  Belfast  we  gave  estimates,  but  in  the  new  asylums,  generally  speaking, 

there  was  no  estimate  given  to  the  Privy  Council,  for  there  was  no  occasion.  The  Act  did 
not  require  us  to  go  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  again  to  obtain  any  authority  after 
the  Order  in  Council  was  issued.  ,,  „ 

41.  Were  the  plans  submitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for  approval  ! — JNo. 

42.  Or  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — No. 

43.  Were  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  consulted  as  to  the  plans  ?— In  every  case 

the  plans  were  sent  to  them.  _ t i , T . , 

44.  Were  their  objections,  if  any,  considered  ?— They  never  made  any,  I think,  except  Inspectors  consulted 

in  one  instance.  When  the  plans  were  approved  by  the  Commissioners  themselves,  they 

were  sent  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  their  opinion  was  requested  upon  the 
proposed  arrangements  for  the  patients.  Wo  did  not  consult  them  upon  the  design  ; we 
considered  that  was  our  business;  but  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  buildings  which 
affected  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  patients,  they  were  particularly  consulted. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  a suggestion  emanating  from  them,  with  regard 
to  the  building  of  an  asylum,  was  not  attended  to. 

45.  In  directing  architects  to  prepare  plans,  did  you  state  to  them  the  sums  you  pro-  E Segments  with 

posed  to  expend  in  the  construction  of  that  asylum? — No.  nrchifects  and 

46.  You  left  them  free  ?— We  had  a great  deal  of  communication  with  the  architects,  builders, 

for  they  were  constantly  coming  to  us  with  their  plans.  W e always  gave  them  to  under- 
stand, that  they  must  keep  down  the  expenditure  as  much  as  possible.  As  regards  the 
arrangements,  the  first  thing  with  us  was  the  comfort  and  wants  of  the  patients. 

47.  Were  you,  as  a Board,  governed  by  any  calculation,  oesides  that  of  the  number  ol 

inmates,  as  to  the  expenditure  that  should  be  incurred?— At  the  beginning  we  had  some 
idea  of  limiting  the  expense  to  so  much  per  patient.  We  mentioned,  I think,  in  conversa- 
tion,  about  £100  or  £120  per  patient  as  die  limit;  but  we  found  after-wards  that  it  was 
impossible  to  fix  any  thing  on  the  subject.  , J . , , , . . 

48.  Can  you  produce  the  instructions  that  were  given  to  the  architects  about  to  turmsh 

^ 49.  Were  the  instructions  given  to  the  architects  generally  complied  with  ? I think, 
generally  speaking,  they  were,  so  far  as  such  instructions  can  be. 

50.  Did  the  architect,  in  sending  in  his  plans,  furnish  you  with  an  estimate  of  the  proba- 
ble cost  ?— He  did  not.  An  estimate,  in  my  opinion,  and  that  of  my  colleagues,  is  of  little 

value,  unless  made  upon  quantities  taken  out.  , ,n 

51.  Did  the  Commissioners  form  any  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  building,  before 

estimate  for  themselves  ?_I  will  explain  the  course.  We  advertised  for  tenders  upon 

plans  and  specifications,  and  the  builders  were  invited  to  meet  at  our  office mm  a certain 

day— ah  those  that  intended  to  put  in  tenders  selected  a person  to  act  as  their  measuiei, 

in  conjunction  with  a person  to  bo  selected  by  ns.  These  two  measurers  uret  together 

with  the  plans  and  specifications,  to  take  out  the  quantities.  These  quantities  were  pmted 

by  ns,  and  each  party  intending  to  tender  got  a copy  to  enable  him  to  add  his  ™ce  for 

each  item  in  the  schedule,  and  to  state  the  gross  amount  for  eU ,he  nri.™ 

work  specified— to  bo  subject  to  increase  or  reduction,  regulated  by  the  detailed  prices, 

a.  the  quantity  of  work  contracted  for  might  be  varied  by  the  Commissioners.  Onreoapt  AiM.oa.fpto 

of  the  tenders,  (the  lowest  of  which  in  nearly  every  instance  was  accepted,)  if  the  cost  of  expenditure_c0rk 

the  buildings  was  very  high,  we  re-considered  the  plans  with  a view  to  ascertain  if  any  Asylum. 

saving  could  be  effected  by  reducing  the  quantity  of  ornamental  or  otberma*  . 

53  Can  you  furnish  copies  of  the  schedules  to  which  you  have  referred  m your  last 

“in^Sng  alterations  in  the  plans,  with  the  view  of  cutting  down  the  expendit^ 
did  yon  limit  yourself  entirely  to  alterations  in  the  exterior  decorations,  or  was .any ^Itera- 
tion made  in  the  interior  accommodation  for  inmat, »' ?-I  thmk  m Cork  we  r< idu, lec l the 
extent  of  accommodation,  but  in  Cork  only.  I do  not  recollect  that  we  did  so  in  any 

0t' 55  How  could  yon  reduce  the  extent  of  accommodation  below  what  was  necessary  for 
the  number  of  inmates  named  in  the  Order  in  Council  ?-Not  below  the  number  of  mmates 
We  cut  off  offices  that  were  considered  unnecessary.  The  architect  had  given  rather  too 

great  a range  of  offices  for  the  Cork  Asylum.  . , , f +1  -19 

56.  Could  you  specify  what  offices  were,  on  such  occasions,  struck  out  of  the  plans? 

They  were  workshops  and  stores,  aud  buildings  of  that  kind.  . f 

57.  Were  any  alterations  made  affecting  the  alterations  for  warming  or  ventilation  of  the 

building? — No.  Do  you  speak  with  reference  to  Cork  . . v i; 

58.  Any  asylum  ?-In  the  Cork  case  there  were  rooms  m the  basement  for  a heatang 
apparatus,  which  was  never  erected : that  is  not  an  alteration  o e p a . 

modation  was  given,  hut  the  apparatus  was  not  put  up ; we  afterwards  did  not  think  it 

B 2 
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Estimates  for 
building. 


Additional  works: 
Fittings  anil 
Furniture  of 
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Medical  men  not 
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No  medical  man  on 
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money  to  meet 
expenditure  upon 
Asylums. 


Mode  of  applying; 


Irregularity  com- 
mitted in. 


59.  Could  you  specify  what  offices  were  struck  off  generally? — I state  the  plans  went 
to  the  Inspectors  for  approval.  We  did  not  alter  these  plans,  as  regards  arrangements. 
The  heating  and  ventilation  did  not  appear  in  any  way  upon  these  plans,  nor  upon  any 
plan  entered  into  by  contract,  except  the  space  allowed  for  putting  in  heating  apparatus, 
as  at  Cork  asylum  ; we  did  not  put  it  in  there. 

60.  Can  you  state  iu  what  way  the  reductions  were  made  in  the  interior  arrangements, 
which  affected  the  accommodation  of  the  patients  ? — The  only  instance  I am  aware  of  at 
this  moment  is  Cork ; and  in  that  case  we  cut  off  a great  deal  of  office  arrangements  at  the 
rere  of  the  building  proposed  by  the  architect,  after  the  plans  had  been  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Governors : we  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  send  the  plans  back  to  them. 

61.  Having  received  the  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the  asylum,  were  you  then  in  a posi- 
tion to  form  an  estimate  of  the  cost? — Of  the  building. 

62.  Did  they  include  the  furnishing  ? — They  did  not  include  furniture  or  fitments.  The 
tenders  included  the  buildings  that  we  were  aware  at  the  time  were  necessary. 

63.  Should  other  buildings  appear  subsequently  to  be  necessary,  was  the  same  course 
pursued  with  regard  to  them  ? — We  then  took  the  schedule.  On  reference  to  a schedule 
of  prices,  you  would  see  the  cost  of  every  perch  of  work  stated. 

64.  You  continued  the  same  contractor,  allowing  him  to  build  the  additional  works, 
according  to  the  schedule  of  prices? — Yes;  or  we  cut  off  any  work  we  did  not  consider 
necessary,  and  made  the  reduction  of  payment  according  to  the  schedule  of  prices. 

65.  How  were  the  fittings  and  furniture  provided — by  contract  or  otherwise  ? — The 
fittings,  such  as  shelves,  and  all  carpenter’s  work  of  that  kind,  were  done  by  the  con- 
tractor generally,  according  to  his  schedule  of  prices.  He  gives  a detailed  price  in  his 
schedule  for  every  sort  of  work.  The  great  object  was  to  give  all  the  work  properly 
belonging  to  the  building  contractor  to  lnm. 

66.  How  was  the  furniture  selected  and  provided? — The  furniture  was  supplied  principally 
by  people  in  the  towns  where  the  asylums  are,  upon  tenders.  The  towns  are  generally 
small.  Take  Sligo  for  example.  . Two  or  three  men,  that  were  considered  fit  to  make  the 
ordinary  furniture  required,  were  called  upon  to  give  us  estimates  for  each  description. 
The  cooking  apparatus  were  almost  invariably  supplied  from  a particular  house  in  England. 

67.  Were  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  ever  communicated  with  or  consulted  as  regards 
the  fittings  or  the  furniture  ? — I caunot  answer  that  question  now.  They  were  aware  from 
the  first  of  the  kind  of  furniture  we  were  putting  up,  and  the  fitments  in  every  asylum. 
They  used  to  be  constantly  looking  at  them,  and  there  was  no  remonstrance,  except 
latterly,  with  regard  to  water-closets. 

68.  Did  you  consult  any  medical  men  besides  the  Inspectors,  with  reference  to  the 
construction  of  the  buildings,  the  fitments,  or  the  furniture  to  be  provided  ? — No ; we  sent 
round  to  some  of  the  best  asylums  in  the  North  of  England,  and  also  in  Scotland,  one  of 
our  Clerks  of  Works,  to  get  us  information  on  the  different  fitments  required,  and,  when 
we  got  that  information,  we  selected  what  we  thought  was  the  best.  The  fact  is,  that  it 
is  not  a medical  question.  I may  observe,  that  previous  to  the  commencement  of  any  of 
the  new  asylums,  and  with  a view  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
accommodation  afforded  in  the  lately  erected  English  asylums,  an  inspection  of  many  of 
them,  including  those  of  Surrey,  Hanwell,  and  Maidstone,  was  made  by  me,  accompanied 
by  our  architect,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  and  every  opportunity  was  taken  of 
acquiring  information  as  to  the  best  description  of  houses  for  the  insane. 

69.  I believe  there  is  no  medical  gentleman  at  present  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  ? 
— No  ; it  would  be  very  hard  to  say  who  the  Board  of  Commissioners  are. 

70.  Are  you  aware  that  the  former  Board  of  Commissioners  whom  you  succeeded, 
consisted  one-half  of  medical  men  ? — It  did  fully,  I should  think,  and  the  other  half  of 
non-professional  men. 

71-  How  soon,  after  having  ascertained  the  probable  cost  of  an  asylum,  did  you  com- 
municate it  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  ? — Is  it  after  the  finishing  ? 

72.  No,  after  the  plans  had  been  approved,  and  the  contracts  taken? — When  we  wanted 
money. 

73.  When  applying  for  the  money? — We  stated  in  some  cases  that  we  had  entered 
into  a contract  for  a certain  sum. 

74.  That  application  was  made  to  the  Privy  Council? — To  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Council. 

75.  Was  any  communication  made  to  any  local  bodies  of  the  estimate  then  sent  in? — No. 

76.  With  regard  to  the  issue  of  money  by  the  Privy  Council,  did  you  apply  for  an  issue 
of  money  for  the  purchase  of  land  after  you  received  the  valuation  of  the  jury  ? — Yes. 

77.  That  was  a distinct  application  ? — Yes. 

78.  Did  you,  from  time  to  time,  pending  the  erection  of  the  asylum,  draw  such  sums  as 
you  required,  through  the  Privy  Council,  on  applications  in  the  usual  form? — We  went 
through  a form  of  memorial,  applying  to  the  Privy  Council  for  an  issue,  on  account  of  their 
Order  in  Council,  to  erect  an  asylum  for  so  many  patients. 

79-  Was  that  course  followed  in  each  case  ? — No  ; the  applications  through  error  went 
direct  to  the  Treasury,  instead  of  to  the  Privy  Council.  They  always  went  to  the  Treasury, 
but  from  the  Privy  Council;  we  were  called  upon  to  alter  our  system  of  obtaining 
money  from  the  Treasury,  upon  all  our  works.  We  sent  a monthly  estimate  of  what  we 
would  require ; and  owing  to  the  absence  in  America,  upon  an  unpleasant  duty,  of  the 
Clerk,  who  had  charge  of  the  proper  forms  and  accounts,  the  head  accountant,  instead  of 
sending  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  asking  for  an  issue,  sent  in  an  estimate  to  the  Treasury 
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for  the  amount  required  in  the  ensuing  month,  and  so  passed  by  the  Privy  Council  uninten-  Dublin. 
tionaUy.  That  continued  for  some  time,  and  it  gave  rise  to  the  Commission  that  latterly  Cmrmhsimiers  for 

0 ole  place.  General  Control  anil 

80.  Was  any  objection  ever  made,  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  to  the  estimates  Correspondence. 

which  you  sent  in  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  asylums? — Not  that  1 am  aware  of.  John  Radciiff,  Es=q. 

81.  Did  the  sum  which  you  applied  for,  either  to  the  Privy  Council  or  Treasury,  on 
account  of  the  erection  of  any  asylum,  exceed  the  estimate  which  you  had  originally 
furnished  to  the  Privy  Council  ? — 1 do  not  think  so.  The  few  estimates  that  we  furnished 
to  the  Privy  Council,  as  I mentioned  before,  have  been  for  enlarging  existing  asylums, 
not  for  the  erection  of  new  ones,  except  the  Richmond  Dublin  Asylum,  and  I do  not  think 
we  have  exceeded  the  estimate  in  that  case. 

82.  My  question  had  reference  to  the  statement  you  made  to  the  Privy  Council,  when 
asking  the  first  issue  on  account  of  the  erection  of  an  asylum  ? — That  was  not  an  estimate 
— it  was  a contract. 

83.  Did  the  sum  which  you  eventually  drew  through  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  erection  The  full  sum  re- 
of  any  asylum,  exceed  the  contract  price  which  you  had  originally  stated  to  the  Privy  tl“°  ie 
Council  as  that  for  which  the  building  was  to  be  erected  ? — In  every  case  we  exceeded  instance, 
them  greatly ; but  then  it  has  reference  to  the  whole  cost  of  the  building,  and  not  the 

particular  building  we  contracted  for.  We  entered  into  a contract  with  A or  B,  according 
to  the  plans  and  specifications,  and  that  is  what  is  mentioned  to  the  Privy  Council ; but 
that  is  only  a portion  of  the  cost.  There  is  the  cost  of  the  fitments  and  furniture,  and 
the  laying  out.  of  thegvounds.  All  that,  which  is  dono  by  separate  parties,  in  many  cases, 
is  to  be  added. 

84.  In  applying  for  issues  from  the  Privy  Council,  beyond  the  sums  which  you  originally 
stated  when  applying  for  the  first  issue  on  account  of  the  erection  of  an  asylum,  did  you 
ever  furnish  them  with  a separate  statement  of  the  sum  you  would  require?— I cannot 
answer  that — I can  only  say  I do  not  think  we  did,  but  I will  ascertain  that  point.  As  I 
understand  your  question,  it  is  that  when  we  applied  to  the  Privy  Council  for  an  issue, 

■were  we  in  the  habit  of  stating  the  probable  cost  of  the  building.  Then,  when  we  wanted 
money  to  pay  for  fitments,  were  we  in  the  habit  of  stating  the  cost  of  the  fitments  ? 

85.  Has  more  money  been  paid  to  the  contractors,  in  any  case,  than  the  sum  for  which 
they  contracted  ? — Yes ; for  extra  work,  that  was  not  originally  specified. 

86.  For  the  actual  work  stated  in  the  original  tenders,  was  more  money  paid  than  the  Extra  work, 
amount  of  the  contract  ? — There  was  a certain  quantity  of  work  specified  to  be  done  for  a 

certain  sura.  The  contractor  was  not  paid  extra  for  that.  He  was  paid  extra  for  additional 
work  required  to  be  done. 

87.  Has  the  same  course  been  pursued  in  the  cases  of  additional  buildings,  and  of 
enlargements,  as  was  pursued  in  the  case  of  the  erection  of  the  original  buildings? — As  buddings! 
regards  the  Privy  Council  and  ourselves,  yes. 

8S.  Have  you  giveii  estimates  in  all  cases  of  additional  buildings,  and  in  all  cases  of  the 
enlargement  of  buildings?  — Generally  speaking,  where  there  is  an  enlargement  of 
buildings,  or  alterations,  the  amount  has  been  stated  beforehand. 

89.  Have  the  Governors  or  any  other  local  authority  any  voice  as  to  the  propriety  or  Proceeduigs  in 
otherwise  of  erecting  additional  buildings,  or  of  enlarging  asylums? — I cannot  answer  you  re  ercn 

of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I believe  in  every  instance  it  has  originated  with  them.  It  is 
settled  through  the  inspector.  The  Inspector  communicates  upon  the  subject  with  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ; a communication  is  then  made  to  our  department,  and  a report  required  for 
the  information  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council. 

90.  Is  there  an  Order  in  Council,  in  the  case  of  an  additional  building,  similar  to  that 
for  an  original  building,  fixing  the  number  of  patients  for  whom  it  is  to  be  erected  ?— 

1 think  so.  I think  the  exact  number  to  be  accommodated  in  the  asylum  is  specified  in 
addition  to  those  already  there. 

91.  Is  the  same  course  pursued  with  regard  to  enlargements? — Precisely. 

92.  Is  there  any  communication  made  to  the  Governors,  in  case  of  an  addition  to  an 
asylum,  or  au  enlargement,  as  to  the  cost  of  such  works? — Not  from  us.  At  present  we 
are  adding  to  the  Belfast  Asylum ; and  all  the  applications  came  from  the  Governors  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  order  us  to  do  such  and  such  additional  works ; and  we  have  been 
doing  them  in  that  way  instead  of  their  originating  with  us. 

93.  Do  you  ever  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  any  works  in  an  asylum  which  are  not 
ordered  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council? — I think  there  has  never  been  any  work 
done  in  any  asylum  by  us,  that  has  not  come  under  a general  Order  in  Council.  The  order 
to  build  an  asylum  for  a certain  number  of  patients,  that  embraces  a great  deal. 

94.  Have  you  ever  constructed  any  works  in  asylums  for  which  the  money  lias  been 

paid  by  the  Governors  out  of  their  annual  expenditure? — I think  not.  The  only  thing 
of  the  kind  I am  aware  of  was  lately.  There  was  a legacy  of  £100  left  to  the  Richmond 
Asylum,  and  they  wanted  us  to  add  more  to  it.  _ There  was  a reference  down  from  the 
Castle.  I hardly  remember  the  particulars  sufficiently  well ; but  I heard  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council  making  an  order  for  an  addition  to  the  £100  in  aid  of  some 
building  or  other.  . . 

95.  The  Commissioners  do  not  keep  the  asylums  in  repair  ?— We  do  not  keep  them  m Repairs, 
repair.  The  Governors  keep  them 'in  repair  themselves. 

96.  What  step  is  taken,  after  the  erection  and  finishing  of  an  asylum,  to  give  it  up  to  Completion  and 
the  Governors?— We  certify  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  the  buildiug  is  completed.  That  JKjjJJ*  up  ot 
is  the  course  as  regards  ourselves;  but  in  some  instances  the  Board  of  Governors  have 
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said,  “We  won’t  talce  the  building  up  unless  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  certify  it  is  com- 
plete.” They  made  a law  for  themselves. 

97.  Are  the  Governors  authorized  to  make  any  alteration  in  or  addition  to  the  building, 
themselves,  without  communicating  with  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and 
Correspondence? — Yes ; they  must,  however,  communicate  with  the  Privy  Council,  not  with 
us.  They  cannot  add  to  their  building  or  do  any  work  for  which  they  have  not  got  the 
sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council ; and  properly  speaking,  I believe,  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  every  addition  or  alteration  to  a building  should  be  clone  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Control ; every  thing  but  repairs. 

98.  When  a^i  asylum  is  certified  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  finished,  and  is  given  up 
to  the  Governors,  have  you  considered  that  your  expenditure  for  the  erection  of  that 
asylum  is  closed? — Yes,  when  all  the  bills  are  paid,  and  the  cost  certified. 

99.  To  whom  do  you  furnish  a certified  statement  of  the  cost  of  such  building? — We 
have  certified  the  cost  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council. 

100.  I think  you  stated,  that  there  was  no  direct  correspondence  between  your  Com- 
mission and  any  local  authohty,  as  regards  the  erection,  the  addition  to,  or  the  enlargement 
of,  an  asylum? — Wherever  there  was  a Board  of  Governors  we  have  been  in  communication 
with  them  with  respect  to  alterations,  and  we  communicated  with  the  Governors  of  Cork 
and  Dublin  Asylums  respecting  the  new  asylums. 

101.  Were  plaus  submitted  to  any  of  the  Grand  Juries? — There  was  a set  of  plans 
submitted  to  one  Grand  Jury,  but  unfortunately  we  cannot  find  the  answer  from  them. 
I think  the  answer  approved  of  the  plans.  The  assizes  were  coming  on  just  as  the  plans 
were  ready,  and  we  sent  them  down  to  the  Grand  Jury  to  get  their  opinion  upon  them. 
That  was  in  the  case  of  Sligo. 

102.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  that  was  done  in  Sligo,  and  not  in  other  places? — 
If  we  had  made  it  a rule  to  go  to  each  Grand  Jury,  we  should  have  much  delayed  the  build- 
ing of  the  Asylums. 

103.  The  Grand  Juries  of  neighbouring  counties  are  usually  sitting  at  the  same  time, 
or  within  a week  of  each  other.  Why  were  not  the  plans  submitted  to  the  Leitrim  Grand 
Jury? — We  sent  them  down  just  at  the  assize  time.  It  was  a fortnight  before  they  sent 
them  back  to  us  again.  If  I recollect  aright,  there  was  only  the  one  case  in  which  we  did 
so.  It  was  not  the  rule  for  us  to  send  them  at  all ; nor  did  we  consider  it  our  duty  to 
consult  Grand  Juries  on  the  subject,  for  we  were  responsible  in  the  matter. 

104.  I gather  from  your  evidence,  that  from  the  time  an  asylum  has  been  directed  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  iu  Council  to  be  provided,  until  such  time  as  the  whole  of  the 
expenditure  has  been  incurred,  and  the  accounts  furnished  to  the  respective  Grand  Juries 
of  what  they  are  to  repay,  neither  the  rate-payers  nor  the  representatives  of  the  rate- 
payers have  any  knowledge  of  what  the  expenditure  is? — No  ; but  that  is  the  fault  of  the 
system. 

1 05.  Are  you  aware  of  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  for  the  repayment  to  the 
counties  detached  from  old  districts,  of  the  sums  they  had  previously  paid  for  the  erection 
of  the  old  asylums  ? — No,  I am  not  aware,  except  that  1 know  a commission  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  subject. 

106.  Is  there  any  statement  that  you  would  wish  to  make,  or  any  suggestion  to  offer,  to 
the  Commissioners,  in  reference  to  the  law  or  practice  in  connexion  with  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums ? — There  is  au  impression  abroad  that  our  expenditure  lias  been  an  extravagant  one, 
although  the  Commissioners  appoiuted  to  inquire  into  the  subject  did  not  so  report.  I can 
only  say,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Control  of  Asylums,  that  every  possible 
exertion  has  been  made  to  prevent  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  extravagance  in  the  buildings. 
We  looked  most  minutely  into  each  case  ourselves.  It  was  not  left  to  the  architects  to  do 
as  they  chose,  but  all  the  plans  were  submitted  to  us,  and  well  considered,  before  they  were 
acted  upon.  With  regard  to  ornamental  work,  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  beyond  what 
is  really  required  for  any  public  building  erected,  whether  by  counties  or  by  Government. 
Iu  all  things  we  used  every  possible  exertion  to  keep  down  the  expense.  With  respect  to 
the  law  in  connexion  with  Lunatic  Asylums,  the  only  suggestion  I have  to  offer  is  that  it 
should  be  assimilated  to  that  of  England ; that  the  Governors  should  be  left  as  much  as 
possible  to  manage  the  funds  of  the  asylum,  without  the  interference  of  Government ; that 
the  controlling  authority  be  exercised  by  Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  acting  under  the  Lord 
Chancellor ; that  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  Council,  to  the  estimated  expendi- 
ture at  each  asylum,  be  dispensed  with;  and  that  where  loans  are  required  free  of  interest, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  exercise  the  same  power  with  respect  to  them  as  in  cases  of 
loans  for  new  gaols. 


Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council — Mode  of  Proceeding  as  to  District  Asylums. 

Henry  Meredyth  Cruise,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

107.  I believe  you  are  clerk  in  the  Chief  Secretary’s,  office,  acting  as  assistant  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

] 08.  What  is  the  course  of  proceeding  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  as  regards 
the  formation  of  a district,  and  the  erection  of  an  asylum,  for  the  lunatic  poor,  under  the 
old  Acts  ? — The  Lord  Lieutenant  passes  an  Order  in  Council  directing  an  asylum  to  be 
erected  and  established  for  a certain  district,  to  consist  of  a certain  county  or  counties, 
capable  of  containing  a certain  number  of  the  lunatic  poor. 
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109-  Are  you  aware  upon  what  grounds  the  Council  are  moved  to  mate  that  order, 
•whether  in  consequence  of  communications  from  the  local  parties  or  from  the  Inspectors 

of  Asylums  ? In  the  cases  of  the  early  asylums  which  were  first  built  I am  not  aware. 

In  the  cases  of  the  more  recently  erected  asylums  it  was  the  result  of  a long  correspond- 
ence founded  on  the  Report  of  the  House  of  Lords  Select  Committee,  which  correspond- 
ence’took  place  in  1843  and  1844  between  the  Irish  Government  of  that  day,  the  Boards 
of  Governors  of  the  then  existing  asylums,  and  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  counties  interested; 
the  whole  of  which  correspondence  will  be  found  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers  of  1844, 


vol.  43,  pp.  261  and  293. 

110.  What  materials  have  the  Privy  Council  for  deciding  as  to  the  propriety  of  including 
certain  counties  in  a district  or  otherwise  ? — In  the  instances  of  the  more  recent  asylums, 
the  subject  was  considered  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  his  own  part,  and  his  Excellency 
made  a communication  through  the  Under  Secretary  of  the  day  to  the  Privy  Council, 
making  certain  recommendations  as  to  the  asylums,  which  the  Privy  Council  considered. 

HI  Are  you  enabled  to  state  what  materials  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  for  forming  con- 
clusions as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  recommending  such  an  asylum  to  be  erected  ? 

jn  the  recent  cases,  as  I have  stated,  there  was  a long  correspondence  with  the  Boards 

of  Governors.  His  Excellency  had  this  correspondence,  and  he  had  also  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Inspectors.  , , , , . . , , - , . . , . 

112.  Is  it  usual  to  give  notice  to  the  local  authorities,  or  boards,  of  the  subject  being 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  or  to  other  parties  who  are  interested  ?— It  has 


Dublin. 

Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Council — Mode  of 
Proceedin'/  as  to 
District  Asylums. 
H.  M.  Cruise,  Esq. 


Formation  of 
districts  and 
erection  of  Asylums ; 
Orders  in  Council. 


not  been  so. 

113.  To  whom  are  the  Orders  in  Council  directing  the  erection  of  Lunatic  Asylums  and 
the  formation  of  districts  communicated  ?— ' They  are  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazette , 
and  communicated  to  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary  for  the  time  being,  and  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  General  Control  and  Correspondence. 

114.  Is  any  communication  made  to  the  Grand  Juries  or  the  Boards  of  Governors  of 
existing  asylums,  or  the  Rate-payers  at  Presentment  Sessions?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

115. °Does  the  Order  in  Council,  in  addition  to  stating  the  number  of  inmates  for  whom 
an  asylum  is  to  be  erected,  specify  the  amount  of  money  to  be  expended  in  the  erection 
of  the  asylum,  or  the  purchase  of  site  ?— None  of  the  original  Orders  in  Council  did  so ; 
and  there  arc  only  three  asylums  lately  built  as  to  which  the  amount  is  specified  a.t  all ; 
that  was  in  the  cases  of  the  Richmond  and  Belfast  Asylums.  In  the  case  of  Cork  it  was 
mentioned  in  the  order  for  the  first  issue  of  money  for  erecting  the  asylum. 

1 16.  The  case  of  Cork  was  a new  asylum?— It  was. 

117.  Was  the  sum  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  that  asylum,  and  m the  purchase  ot 

land,  specified  in  the  original  order  for  the  building  of  the  asylum?— No ; the  estimate 
of  the  amount  which  it  was  to  cost  was  specified  in  the  first  order  for  the  issue  ot  money, 
but  it  did  not  confine  the  expenditure  to  the  estimate.  ion 

1 18.  Will  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a copy  of  that  order  ?— Certainly. 

119.  The  case  of  Dublin  was  the  case  of  an  addition  to  an  existing  asylum?— And  the 


building  of  a new  asylum.  T , . 

120.  Do  not  you  call  the  whole  the  “ Richmond  Asylum  ? — n e do.  I am  speaking  ot 
the  phraseology  of  the  Order  in  Council,  which  says:  “ The  enlargement”  of  the  asylum, 
and  the  “ erection  of  a new  and  additional  asylum.”  . 

121.  The  case  of  Belfast  was  the  enlargement  of  an  existing  asylum? — Yes. 

122.  You  can  also  furnish  copies  of  orders  in  these  cases?  Yes. 

123.  Is  any  control  exercised  by  the  Privy  Council,  over  the  Commissioners  ot  General 

Correspondence,  with  reference  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  tor  land,  or  the.  amount  to > be  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  an  asylum,  in  any  other  cases  ? — The  Commissioners  ot  Control 
have  to  apply  through  the  Privy  Council  for  whatever  money  they  require  for  these  pur- 
poses. That  is  the  only  control  of  which  I am  aware.  _ _ _ 

124.  Have  any  applications  for  such  issues  ever  been  refused  by  the  1 nvy  Council  ( 

Yes,  recently.  Large  sums  were  expended,  and  after  having  been  expended  the  sanction 
of  the  Privy  Council  was  sought,  which  the  Privy  Council  refused  to  give.  The  moneys 
were  paid  by  the  Treasury.  _ _ 1 

125.  Are  these  the  only  cases  of  refusing  to  issue  money? — I think  these  are  the 


Privy  Council  and 
Commissioners  of 
General 

Correspondence ; 
Control  of 
Expenditure. 


126.  Does  the  application  from  the  Commissioners  of  General  Control  and  Correspon- 
dence for  money  specify  whether  it  is  an  advance  for  works  to  be  done,  or  an  issue  required 
for  works  already  executed  ? — The  application  should  specify  that  it  is  an  advance  lor 


works  to  be  done.  Q T i * ti 

127.  Practically,  havo  the  applications  contained  that  statement?— In  almost  all 

instances  they  have.  . . , , 

128.  To  what  effect?— That  it  was  for  work  to  be  done.  That  is  the  general  rule,  i 


trust  to  my  recollection  of  it. 

129.  What  information  did  the  Privy  Council  possess  as  to  the  total  sum  which  was  to  be 
expended  in  the  erection  of  an  asylum  previous  to  their  sanctioning  the  issue  of  money  on 
account  of  it  ? — I find  it  difficult  to  answer  that  question.  In  some  cases,  the  Privy  Council 
has  been  furnished  with  information.  In  others,  none.  I should  state  that  my  connexion 
with  the  Privy  Council  Office  is  only  since  1853.  I do  not  know  what  was  the  practice 
as  to  the  earlier  asylums;  but  I am  aware,  from  records  in  that  office,  that  in  the  cases. of 
some  of  the  asylums  recently  built,  the  Commissioners  of  General  Control  only  exercise 
control  over  the  amount  of  expenditure.  In  more  recent  instances,  the  Privy  Council 
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have  themselves  exercised  that  control,  as  in  the  cases  of  the  Cork,  Richmond,  and  Belfast 

"ti  £be  £ases  .o£  Killarney,  and  asylums  similarly  circumstanced,  what  knowledge 
had  the  Privy  Council  of  the  gross  sums  which  it  was  proposed  to  devote  to  the  erection 
of  the  asylums  ? — No  official  knowledge. 

131.  As  regards  those  cases  in  which  the  orders  of  the  Privy  Council  stated  the  sums 

t°.  os  expended,  have  the  applications  for  issues  ever  exceeded  that  sum  ? No  ; the  Com- 

missioners for  General  Control  have  made  supplemental  applications  for  supplemental 
works,  upon  which  supplemental  Orders  in  Council  sanctioning  such  works  were  made. 

132.  Have  any  Orders  in  Council  been  issued  for  the  payment  of  money  for  works 

already  done  and  not  executed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Control  and  Correspondence  ?— 
I do  not  know.  On  further  consideration,  I recollect  a case  in  connexion  with  the  Rich- 
mond Asylum,  where  a bequest  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution.  The  Governors 
conceived  that  a lodge  would  be  advantageous,  and  they  applied  to  Government  to  sanc- 
tion an  extra  expenditure  of  £100  or  so  on  such  lodge,  in  addition  to  the  bequest,  and  it 
was  sanctioned.  ^ ’ 

133.  To  whom  was  that  money  ordered  to  he  paid  ?— To  the  Commissioners  for  General 
Control. 

134.  Are  the  plans  for  Lunatic  Asylums  ever  submitted  by  the  Commissioners  of  Con- 

trol to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  or  approved  bv  them  ?— Not  that  I have  any  recol- 
lection of.  " J 

la5-  Are  any  plans  for  alterations  or  additions,  at  any  time,  submitted  to  the  Privy 
,0^  r i!CanUOt  exactly  say  as  t0  Plans>  bllt  estimates  and  specifications  are. 

136.  In  all  cases  of  alterations  and  additions? — In  all  recent  cases. 

137.  Is  the  completion  of  the  asylum  certified  to  the  Government  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Control  ? — It  is. 

138.  Is  the  total  expenditure  certified  also? It  is. 

139.  Are  the  details  of  the  expenditure  communicated  to  the  Council  ?— Not  altogether 
_lhey  are  divided  into  “ purchase  of  land  for  site”  and  « cost  of  erection.”  The  certificate 
is  not  made  until  the  asylum  is  fit  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor.  I am  speaking  of 
the  practice  at  present.  The  certificate  of  the  Commissioners  states  the  asylum  is  fit  for 
the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor. 

140.  Does  an  audit  for  that  expenditure  take  place,  or  what  materials  have  the  Council 
audit  termimnS  Whet  lGr  the  sums  liave  been  properly  expended  or  not  ?— There  is  no 

• U\\Ar?  st^ps  taJen  *0 ‘^certain  whether  the  sums  certified  correspond  with  the  sums 
issued  by  the  Privy  Council  ? — In  point  of  fact  they  should,  because  the  Commissioners  have 
Council67 10  6XpeUd  °n  Lunatic  Asylums,  by  right,  except  what  they  get  through  the  Privy 

142.  What  steps  are  taken  in  the  Privy  Council  Office,  for  apportioning  the  sums  so 
certified  upon  the  contributing  counties  ? — The  amount  certified  to  have  been  expended  is 
assessed  on  the  counties  liable,  in  proportion  to  the  populations  according  to  the  last  census. 
The  Order  m Council  directs  the  Grand  Jury  of  each  county  to  present  at  the  ensuing 
assizes  such  amount,  so  ascertained,  having  regard  to  the  population,  by  a certain  number 
ot  instalments,  the  first  of  such  instalments  to  amount  to  so  much,  and  each  succeding 
instalment  to  amount  to  so  much.  These  Orders  in  Council,  when  signed,  are  sent  to 
the  Crown  Solicitors,  to  lay  before  the  Grand  Juries  at  the  ensuing  assizes;  and  they  are 
instructed,  if  the  Grand  Juries  refuse  to  present  for  these  sums,  to  apply  to  the  Judge  to 
place  the  amounts  upon  the  levy. 

, .14?’  ?ave  cases  come  before  the  Privy  Council,  with  reference  to  the  repayment  to 
detached  counties,  of  the  sums  they  had  originally  contributed  for  the  erection  of  the  old 
asylums  ? — I think  there  is  one  instance  a long  time  ago. 

it  exists^  7°U  giVG  US  tbe  0rder  in  Council  ™ the  case  to  which  you  refer?— Yes;  if 

145  I believe  many  similar  eases  are  now  awaiting  adjudication  with  reference  to  the 
recently  erected  asylums  ?— There  are. 

v.7 nil6 St?PD  llrVe  been  takeu  £or  tbe  repayment  in  these  cases? — In  the  first 
Fl  of.1Parbame"t  Sives  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  power  to  act  between 

lift  J s°  that  the  whole  amount  originally  levied  shall  not  be  repaid,  if  it  be  not 
just  so  to  do.  ihe  Lord  Lieutenant  has  appointed  a Commission  to  inquire  what  will  be 
. and  proper  to  be  done  with  regard  to  such  asylums,  so  situated,  and  these  Commis- 
be°en  madl6  theU’  rept>rt  regard  to  one  asylum>  upon  which  no  order  has  yet 

*¥  Pr.actlce  that  you  have  described  prevailed  also  with  regard  to  the 
3“^.  o£  and  the  erection  of  additional  buildings,  namely,  the  practice  as 

w?re  Sw»ys  ^lySa  already  speeded  that  in  these  cases  the  amounts 

148.  You  have  furnished  the  Commissioners  with  a list  of  the  Commissioners  for  Control 

«p.  1^3^^  SmS*1  rime  t0  time  “MOinted  uncle1' tho  5Uh  Gco- m- 

149.  Has  any  order  been  issued  revoking  those  Commissions  ?— None. 

T Zl  nS?  Co“mifloners  so  appointed,  at  anytime,  suggested  or  recommended 
rnv  !0tw  -g^t^1f0rotlxr4ma?asement  and  £ood  conduct  of  asylums  in  general,  or  for 
my  asylum  in  particular  ?— On  the  completion  of  the  Armagh  Asylum,  an  Order  in  Council 
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was  passed,  directing  such  Commissioners  to  prepare  rules  and  regulations,  and  to  submit 
them  to  the  Privy  Council. 

151.  For  that  asylum  ? — For  that  asylum. 

152.  Is  there  any  record  of  any  other  rules  and  regulations  suggested  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  ? — No. 

153.  Were  there  any  rules  and  regulations  approved  by  the  Privy  Council  for  the 

government  of  Lunatic  Asylums  previous  to  the  year  1843  ?— Not  formally  approved;  but 
there  were  rules  and  regulations  which  appear  to  have  borne  the  sanction  of  the  Privy 
Council.  J 

154.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  Privy  Council  of  such  sanction  having  been  directly 

given  ?— The  way  in  which  the  matter  stands  is  as  I said  before.  The.  Commissioners 
were  directed  to  draw  rules  and  regulations,  and  they  drew  rules  and  regulations  accord- 
ingly, and  they  stated  they  deferred  submitting  them  to  the  Privy  Council,  for  their  approval 
until  they  had  been  tried  by  .the  Governors  of  the  asylum.  1 r ’ 

155.  I believe  general  forms  of  accounts  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Privy  Council  for 
the  use  of  all  asylums  ? — Yes. 

156.  Have  any  general  forms  of  admission  and  discharge  of  patients  been  approved  ? 

The  rules,  approved  in  1843,  refer  to  the  form  of  admission  which  at  that  time  existed 
and  long  previously,  and  which,  therefore,  I suppose  was  sanctioned. 

15  <.  Is  that  a form  applicable  to  all  asylums,  or  is  it  only  required  by  that  rule  that 
there  should  be  adopted  in  each  asylum  a form  which  had  previously  existed,  or  is 
the  form  uniform  throughout  all  the  asylums  ?— I can  best  answer  that  by  reference  to 
documentary  evidence. 

158.  Is  there  any  Order  in  Council  approving  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
Armagh  Asylum,  or  approving  of  any  certain  form  of  admission  or  discharge  of  patients 
from  Lunatic  Asylums  ? — There  is  no  Order  in  Council. 

159.  Is  there  any  record  that  instructions  were  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  General 

Control  and  Correspondence  to  form  rules  for  the  government  of  Lunatic  Asylums  ? 

A copy  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  3rd  of  May,  1825,  has  been  furnished  to  the  Com- 
missioners, directing  the  Commissioners  of  General  Control  to  prepare  rules  and  regula- 
tions, to  comprise  an  exact  account  of  the  patients,  from  whence  removed,  and  also  a form 
of  admission. 

160.  Are  you  aware  if  any  steps  were  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  General  Control 
and  Correspondence  in  consequence  of  that  order  ? — It  appears  that  the  Commissioners 
for  General  Control  transmitted  such  regulations  for  Lunatic  Asylums,  observing  that  “ the 
experience  of  the  local  Governors  in  working  the  institution  might  best  supply  additional 
rules,  or  point  out  the  expediency  of  altering  or  improving  those  now  transmitted.” 

161.  Nothing  confirmatory  of  those  rules  was  ever  passed  by  the  Council  ? — Nothing. 

162.  Is  there  any  subsequent  minute  or  Order  of  the  Council  referring  to  those  rules? — 
There  is  a correspondence  between  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Manager  of  the 
Clonmel  Asylum,  in  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  states  that  the  Commissioners  for  the 
General  Control  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums,  having  reported  that  a certain  form  prepared 
by  the  local  Governors  of  the  Armagh  Asylum,  seemed  well  calculated  to  meet  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  cases  likely  to  be  presented  to  them  for  admission,  and  having  observed 
that  the  experience  of  the  said  local  Governors  in  working  the  institution  would  best 
supply  additional  rules,  and  it  being  understood  that  the  rules  so  established  in  said 
asylum  have  been  usually  adopted  in  similar  institutions  subsequently  established,  a set  of 
these  rules  and  regulations  have  been  obtained  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  Manager  of  the  Clonmel  Asylum  accordingly. 

163.  I believe  the  Governors  of  District  Asylums  are  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  Council? — Yes. 

164.  Are  any  communications  made  to  the  Council,  by  the  Executive  Government,  as 
to  the  individuals  to  be  so  appointed  ? — They  are  recommended  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
through  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary. 

165.  Are  the  names  so  recommended,  so  far  as  your  experience  goes,  uniformly  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Council  ? — They  are  uniformly  sanctioned. 

166.  Is  the  number  of  Governors  limited? — No. 

. 161-  Is  there  any  rule  as  to  the  number  which  should  represent  each  county  comprised 
in  the  district? — There  is  no  rule. 

168.  Are  there  any  ex-officio  Governors? — In  the  cases  of  some  asylums  there  are;  in 
others  none. 

169.  Are  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  appointed  Governors,  ex-officio,  or  were 
they  nominally  appointed  ? — There  is  an  Order  in  Council,  appointing  the  Inspectors  of 
-Lunatic  Asylums  ex-officio  Governors  of  every  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Ireland. 

170.  Are  they  appointed  by  name,  “Dr.  White  and  Dr.  Nugent,”  or  are  they 
appointed  as  “Inspectors?” — The  Inspectors,  I think;  I will  give  a copy  of  the 

. lU-.Are  the  Governors,  as  a body,  in  the  habit  of  communicating  with  the  Clerk  of 
the  Privy  Council,  in  reference  to  the  asylums  under  their  charge? — They  transmit 
applications  for  issues  of  money  for  support  and  maintenance.  They  sometimes  make 
communications  to  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  sometimes 
to  the  Council  Office  directly. 

1 72.  On  what  subjects  ? — With  reference  to  works  at  Lunatic  Asylums,  the  expenditure 
ot  money,  or  any  such  matter. 
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173.  You  have  stated  the  Governors  make  applications  for  the  issue  of  money  for 
ordinary  expenditure ; do  these  applications  come  direct  to  the  Privy  Council  ? — They 
come  direct  to  the  Government,  by  whom  they  are  referred  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  for  examination. 

174.  When  examined  by  the  Inspectors,  are  they  transmitted  to  the  Council? — They 
are,  with  a certificate  of  their  correctness. 

175.  In  issuing  money  for  the  maintenance  of  asylums,  are  the  Privy  Council  guided 
by  the  sum  which  the  Inspectors  certified  to  be  correct,  or  by  the  original  amount  applied 
for  by  the  Governors? — L5y  the  sum  certified  by  the  Inspectors,  if  the  Privy  Council 
approve  of  any  alterations  made  by  such  Inspectors. 

176.  Practically,  are  the  alterations  made  by  fcho  Inspectors  usually  adopted? — Yes. 

177.  Has  it  frequently  happened  that  alterations  have  been  made  by  the  Inspectors? 

Not  frequently,  except  as  to  small  errors  in  the  furnishing  of  the  estimate. 

178.  Would  any  proposed  expenditure  for  the  erection  of  new  works  be  included  in 
those  applications  for  maintenance  money  ? — They  should  not  be  so  included.  Occasionally 
they  have  been  included,  but  they  have  been  disallowed. 

179-  What  check  are  the  Privy  Council  enabled  to  apply  to  the  estimates  of  the 
Governors,  from  any  data  which  exist  in  their  office  as  regards  the  number  of  inmates? — 
At  present  the  money  is  issued  on  a certificate  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

ISO.  That  is  a recent  arrangement  ? — Since  the  appointment  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums. 

181.  What  steps  are  taken  to  apportion  the  sums  so  advanced,  in  respect  of  asvlums, 
upon  the  counties  forming  the  district? — The  Boards  of  Governors  furnish,  half-yearly, 
certified  returns,  setting  forth  the  amount  chargeable  upon  each  county,  which  they 
calculate  by  the  number  of  patients  coming  from  each  county ; and  Orders  in  Council  are 
made  upon  these  certificates,  directing  the  counties  to  present  the  sums  so  certified. 

182.  I believe  the  sum  which  the  Council  may  issue  for  the  maintenance  of  asylums  is 
limited? — Any  sum  under £10,000,  in  any  one  quarter  of  the  year,  for  each  asylum.  This 
is  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

183.  Are  you  aware  of  Grand  Juries  having  refused  to  present  the  sums  which  have 
been  so  directed  to  be  levied  ? — Yes. 

184.  What  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce  compliance? — Recently,  a case  occurred 
in  the  instance  of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum.  The  Government  appointed 
chaplains  to  that  asylum.  The  Governors  of  the  asylum  opposed  the  appointment.  They 
sent  up  the  estimates  for  the  current  expenditure  of  the  quarter,  without  having  in  them 
any  provision  made  for  the  salaries  of  the  chaplains.  The  Council  directed  the  estimates 
to  be  returned,  and  the  salaries  to  be  inserted.  The  Governors  of  the  asylum  refused  to 
insert  them,  and  sent  back  the  estimates  without  doing  so.  The  Council  then  directed  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  to  insert  the  salaries  in  the  estimates,  and  an  Order  in  Council  was 
issued,  directing  the  issue  of  tho  whole  amount,  so  contained  in  the  estimate,  including 
the  salaries,  which  amount  was  sent  down  to  the  Governors.  They  did  not  pay  any  of  the 
amount  to  the  chaplains ; and  at  th§  ensuing  assizes,  when  called  on  to  present,  not  alone 
the  sums  which  had  been  expended  on  the  institution,  but  also  the  sums  which  ought  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  chaplains,  the  Grand  Jury  refused  to  present,  on  the  ground  that 
the  money  had  not  been  paid,  and  that  it  should  not  have  been  paid.  Thereupon  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Court  to  make  the  presentment,  and  to  put  it  upon  the  levy, 
and  it  was  put  upon  the  levy  accordingly. 

185.  Was  there  any  turther  proceeding  ? — The  Grand  Jury  obtained  a writ  of  certiorari, 
and  they  brought  it  into  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  order  to  have  the  presentment 
removed.  The  Court  refused  to  make  any  order  in  the  matter ; and  the  consequence  was,  that 
at  each  subsequent  assizes  the  Judge,  when  called  on  to  put  the  amount  upon  the  levy, 
ordered  it  to  be  done,  and  also  the  chaplain's  salaries,  conditional  upon  whatever  might 
be  the  result  of  the  legal  proceedings  then  pending.  The  Government  had  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  to  issue  a mandamus  to  compel  the  Governors  of  the  asylum  to 
pay  the  amounts  with  which  they  had  been  intrusted  for  the  salaries  of  the  chaplains. 
After  a considerable  time  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  refused  to  give  the  mandamus,  and 
thereupon  the  Government  desisted  from  sending  down  any  further  sum  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Chaplains,  nor  was  any  subsequent  application  made  to  the  Judge  of  Assize. 

186.  Has  any  thing  further  been  done? — I do  not  know.  I am  not  aware  whether 
the  money  was  ever  raised  and  levied  off  the  county  or  not.  I rather  suspect  it  was  not. 

18<  • What  has  been  done  with  the  money  ? — The  Governors  have  it  in  their  hands. 

188.  Does  the  Order  in  Council  requiring  the  Grand  Jury  to  make  presentment  for  the 
repayment  of  the  monies  advanced  for  building,  direct  that  it  shall  be  repaid  by  certain 

instalments  at  certain  periods  ? — Yes. 

189.  Is  that  the  general  principle,  or  one  applicable  to  local  circumstances? — With 
referonce  to  building  asylums,  and  other  works  of  an  extensive  nature,  it  is ; it  is  upon 
the  general  principle,  namely,  that  the  period  of  repayment  shall  extend  over  fourteen 
years.  With  reference  to  smaller  sums,  the  Council  exercise  their  discretion. 

190.  As  to  the  repairs  of  buildings,  I presume  the  expenditure  on  that  head  is  included 
in  the  maintenance  of  asylums  for  which  issues  are  made  by  the  Privy  Council  from  time 
to  time  ? I should  say  yes,  unless  it  be  for  some  very  important  repairs. 

191.  Have  the  Privy  Council  made  any  orders  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
officers  ? Not  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  officers  ; they  have  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  servants. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


II 


192.  State  what  orders  have  been  made?— In  the  rules  of  1843,  the  66th  rule  states,  Dublin. 

that  as  the  Manager  is  responsible  for  the  character,  qualification,  and  conduct  of  all  the  , ~ — 

servants  of  the  asylum,  he  is  to  have  the  appointment  of  them,  subject  to  the  approval  of  CouncU—So} 
the  Board.  Proeeedhty  as  to 

193.  That  relates  to  the  servants.  Who,  practically,  appoints  the  superior  officers  ? District  Asylums. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant.  H.  M.  Cruise,  Esq. 

194.  Does  he  appoint  all  except  the  servants— including  the  chaplain,  matron,  steward,  ApP°in‘,ni|n‘ of 

and  clerk  ?— The  matron,  certainly.  As>'Ium  offlucrs' &e- 

195.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  what  officers  aro  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? 

At  present,  the  physician  and  manager,  the  matron,  and  the  visiting  physician,  if  any 
such  there  be. 

196.  Are  there  such  officers  as  physician  and  also  visiting  physician  besides  the  manager  ? 

—I  will  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a list  of  the  officers  so  appointed.  (See  Appendix.) 

197.  Is  there  any  direct  power  given  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  Power  to  appoint, 
enabling  him  to  make  those  appointments  ? — I believe  it  is  generally  understood,  that  no 

section  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  directly  gives  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  power  of 
making  such  appointments,  except  by  inference  from  the  general  powers  given  to  his  Ex- 
cellency in  reference  to  the  asylums. 

198.  Have  the  Privy  Council  ever  made  an  order  appropriating  any  asylum  or  addition  Appropriation  of 
to  an  asylum,  for  the  reception  of  any  particular  class  of  lunatics,  under  the  8th  and  9th  asylum  to  particular 
Vic.,  cap.  107? — None.  There  is  an  Order  in  Council  directing  the  enlargement  of  the  class  ofUmatlcs- 
Ballinasloe  Asylum  so  as  to  admit  of  a certain  number  of  wards  being  fitted  up  for  a certain 

number  of  acute  cases.  That  is  the  only  case  approaching  at  all  to  what  you  speak  of. 

199-  Have  the  Privy  Council  ever  ordered  any  provincial  asylum  to  be  erected  for  the  Erection  of  provin- 
like  object? — No.  ciol  asylum  for. 

200.  I believe  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  have  made  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Clinical  lectures, 
holding  of  lectures  in  the  Lunatic  Asylums? — Such  regulations  have  been  made  by  an 

Order  in  Council. 

201.  Are  yon  aware  whether  such  lectures  are  given  ? — I am  not. 


Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — General  State  of  Asylums  and  Lunacy. 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  Fellow  of  the  lloyal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland,  sworn  and 
examined. 

202.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland  ? — Yes. 

203.  And  previously  held  the  office  of  Inspector- General  of  Prisons? — I did. 

204.  As  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  you  performed  all  the  duties  which  were  pre-  Duties  of  Inspectors, 
viously  performed  by  the  Inspector-General  of  Prisons  under  the  7th  Geo.  IV.  cap. 

74  ? — Yes. 

205.  You  also  discharge  the  duties  with  which  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  were  charged 
under  the  5th  and  6th  Vic.  cap.  123,  and  the  Acts  continuing  the  same? — Yes. 

206.  Your  present  appointment  was  under  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.  cap.  107? — Yes; 
section  24. 

207.  By  the  55th  section  of  the  7th  Geo.  IV.  cap.  74,  it  is  directed  that  each  of  the 
two  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons  shall,  once  at  least,  in  every  year,  go  round  each  of  the 
two  circuits  alternately  into  which  Ireland  was  divided,  and  visit  and  inspect  every  mad- 
house and  place  where  lunatics  or  idiots  are  confined,  whether  the  same  be  a public 
establishment  or  kept  for  profit  by  any  private  individual.  Are  those  duties  now  per- 
formed ? — Those  duties  are  now  performed. 

208.  The  inspection  of  those  institutions  forms  a portion  of  the  report  which  is  to  be  Inspector’s  reports, 
made  by  you  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — Yes. 

209.  How  often  do  you  now  report  ? — For  the  last  eight  years  we  have  reported  every 
second  year.  It  is  not  so  imperative  to  report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  under  the  8th  and 
9th  Vic.  latterly  as  it  was.  We  have  exercised  a discretion  under  the  present  Act,  within 
the  last  eight  years,  of  reporting  only  every  second  year. 

210.  What  section  of  the  Act  to  which  you  refer,  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.  cap.  107,  relieves 
you  from  the  obligation  of  reporting  once  in  each  year  ? — So  far  as  1 am  aware,  there  is 
no  direct  mention  of  the  necessity  for  doing  so.  We  report  so  frequently  in  private  reports 
to  his  Excellency,  that  we  consider  those  in  themselves  sufficient  information  for  the 
Government ; and  then  we  report  the  entire  proceedings  after  the  lapse  of  two  years.  W e 
also  report  annually  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  Private  Asylums, 
under  the  5 & 6 Vic.  c.  123. 

211.  Under  the  Prisons’  Act  to  which  I have  referred,  I find  that  the  reports  of  the 
Inspector-General  of  Prisons,  which  comprised  reports  upon  those  Lunatic  Asylums,  were 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Grand  Juries  in  each  year  ? — They  were. 

212.  Are  such  reports  now  submitted  to  the  Grand  Juries? — Annually;  and  now 
bi-annual  reports  are  transmitted  to  the  secretaries  of  Grand  Juries  and  to  each  Governor 
through  the  resident  physician  or  manager  of  the  asylum. 

213.  Am  I to  understand  that  no  reports  are  furnished  to  the  secretaries  of  Grand 
Juries  direct  through  your  office  ? — You  must  understand  that  they  are  sent  direct  from 
our  office — the  annual  or  bi-annual  reports — through,  as  I stated  before,  the  resident 
physician  or  manager. 

214.  “ Through”  is  not  “direct.”  Are  they  sent  from  your  office  direct  to  the  secre- 
taries of  the  Grand  Juries  ? — Allow  me  to  explain.  The  question  appears  to  refer  to  the 
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provisions  of  the  7th  Geo.  IV.,  c.  74,  sec.  56,  under  which  the  Inspectors  General  of  Prisons 
when  acting  as  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  were  required  to  report  specially  to  the 
Grand  Juries  through  their  secretary ; receiving,  under  the  Act,  the  sum  of  £20  in  con- 
' sideration  of  such  report.  These  reports  and  payments  ceased  (as  regards  lunatics)  on  the 
separation  of  the  office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  from  the  Prisons’  Office,  in  1846. 

’ 215.  At  present  what  copies  of  reports  are  sent  to  the  Grand  Juries  by  the  Inspectors 

of  Lunatic  Asylums? — Our  bi-annual  report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  relation  to  the 
asylums  of  Ireland. 

216.  Are  any  copies  of  reports  relative  to  the  particular  institutions  within  the  districts 
of  the  Graud  Juries  sent  to  them  pursuant  to  the  56th  section  of  the  Prison  Act? — No- 
we  considered  that  sending  our  bi-annual  reports  embracing  all  these  points,  was  a sub- 
stantial compliance  with  the  section. 

217.  Under  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107,  it  appears  the  Inspectors  are  to  visit 
once  in  each  year,  every  asylum  for  lunatics  or  house  for  the  reception  of  the  same, 
every  house,  union  workhouse,  or  house  of  industry,  in  which  there  may  be,  or  alleged 
to  be,  any  luuatics.  Is  that  duty  fully  performed? — It  is  fully  performed,  with  this  excep- 
tion, that  all  the  poorhouses  have  not  been  uniformly  inspected  in  each  year.  And,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  not  be  practicable  for  us,  consistently  with  the  due  discharge  of  our 
other  and  more  important  duties,  to  make  an  annual  inspection  of  the  entire  of  the  poor- 
houses.  The  increasing  amount  of  our  office  business  has,  latterly,  rendered  it  more  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  perform  this  complete  inspection  of  the  poorhouses.  We  always  inspect 
those,  however,  which  are  crowded,  or  contain  several  lunatics  or  urgent  cases.  My 
colleague  and  I divide  the  country,  generally  speaking,  into  two  districts,  for  the  purpose 
of  each  annual  inspection:  he  taking  the  north  and  I the  south  one  year,  and  vice  versa 
the  next.  All  gaols  in  which  lunatics  are  confined  are  uniformly  inspected  by  us.  Occa- 
sionally, on  visiting  poorhouses,  it  occurs  that  there  are  no  lunatic  inmates. 

218.  Do  you  keep  a diary  of  your  inspections  throughout  the  year? — They  are  entered  in 
a book  in  our  office. 

219.  You  will,  therefore,  bo  enabled  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the 
number  of  visits  paid  to  every  institution  which  by  law  you  are  obliged  to  visit,  within 
each  year,  specifying  those  by  each  Inspector  ?— Yes. 

220.  Upon  this  inspection  of  the  asylums  referred  to  in  the  24th  section  of  the  above  Act, 
have  you  regularly  inquired  into  the  admission  or  discharge  of  the  patients  confined  in 
those  asylums  ? — Fes,  always. 

221 . Is  the  form  of  admission  for  patients  into  the  asylums  uniform  throughout  Ireland? 
—The  forms  differ  in  some  asylums.  We  are  adopting  a uniform  one  for  all  asylums. 
Generally  speaking,  I think  they  are  pretty  much  similar,  with  very  few  exceptions.  There 
are  printed  forms  for  every  asvlum. 

222.  Am  I to  understand  that  there  is  no  form  which  has  been  legally  approved  by  the 
Privy  Council,  or  other  competent  authority,  under  which  patients  are  admitted  into 
asylums.  Those  forms  existed  before  the  Privy  Council  rules  were  passed,  and  it  was 
left  to  each  Board  to  draw  out  such  forms  as  they  considered  best. 

223..  I ou  refer  to  the  rules  of  1843? — Yes;  and  when  I became  Inspector,  I found  printed 
forms  m all  the  asylums  that  I visited. 

224.  Is  the  form  of  admission  which  is  in  use  in  each  asylum  applicable  to  all  the  cases 
which  may  be  admitted  into  that  asylum  ?— Yes,  it  is. 

225.  Whether  it  be  the  case  of  a dangerous  lunatic,  under  the  1st  of  Vic.,  cap.  27;  a lunatic 
pauper  person,  admitted  under  the  general  law;  or  a person  transferred  from  a workhouse, 
or  any  other  institution  ?— Dangerous  lunatics  are  not  admitted  on  the  usual  form.  They 
are  brought  before  a magistrate,  and.  if  found  to  be  such,  they  are  sent  direct  to  gaol,  with- 
out auy  form  except  the  magistrate’s  committal.  They  are  kept  in  gaol  until  the  Inspectors 
ascertain  they  are  proper  cases  to  be  removed  to  the  asylum,  when  they  write  down  for  the 
medical  certificates,  in  order  to  lay  them  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  obtain  his  warrant 
lor  the  transmission  of  the  patient  direct  to  the  district  as\-lum,  when  vacancies  occur. 
^ oor  wltbout  any  Panted  form  such  as  I have  alluded  to. 

,,  ' p *'  hat  form  of  admission  is  used  in  the  case  of  paying  patients? — The  same  form  as 
lat  for  paupers,  with  this  exception,  that  there  is  introduced  a statement  that  the  person 
f1  • ,mdy>  be  a^e  t°  pay  a rateable  portion  of  the  average  cost  per  head. 

. . , ’p/i  i in,  e nature  a bond  obliging  the  person  to  make  the  payment? — It  is  not ; 
it  is  left  to  the  character  and  honour  of  the  parties.  And  I should  also  premise  that  the 
aw  is  so.  vague  (both  the  8th  & 9th  Vic.,  and  the  former  Acts)  as  to  admitting  paying 
patients  into  the  asylums,  that  in  some  asylums  they  refuse  them.  There  have  been  diffe- 
rences of  opinion  amongst  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  on  that  very  head.  At  the  Mary- 
orough  Asylum,  within  the.last  half-year,  there  was  an  application  for  the  admission  of  a 
paying  patient.  I thought  it  was  a case  that  should  be  received,  but  there  was  brought 
oi  war  a document  showing  that  some  years  past  the  opinion  of  the  then  law  officers  was 
subJect’  and  *hat  tbey  s.tated  that  the  law  would  not  permit  it. 

. iiie  b-overnors  are  in  the  habit,  I presume,  of  admitting  Buch  patients  without  com- 
municating  with  the  Inspectors.  May  they  not  do  so  ?— They  may  do  so. 
ivr  io,  e inspectors  receive  a regular  statement  of  each  admission  into  the  asylums? — 
o,  ey  do  not,  except  in  this  way,  that  the  monthly  reports  are  sent  up  to  us  by  the 
oar  s,  and  the  number  of  patients  received  on  that  day,  or  discharged,  or  dismissed,  is 
? e ' ® m ihat  way,  an  account  of  every  patient  admitted,  discharged,  or  other- 

wise, and  the  geueral  result  in  each  month. 
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230.  Does  that  statement  distinguish  the  various  classes  of  patients  admitted? — It  docs.  Dcnux. 

231.  Whether  paying,  or  pauper  patients,  or  dangerous  patients  ? — Yes,  by  name.  - n — ~ f 

232.  Under  what  regulations  are  such  returns  furnished  to  the  Inspectors  ? — In  conse-  ' Asylum— G&ural 

quence  of  a request  from  the  Inspectors  to  the  Privy  Council,  an  order  to  that  effect  was  State  of  Asylums  and 
issued.  We  find  it  a most  useful  arrangement.  Lunacy. 

233.  With  regard  to  the  discharge  of  patients  from  the  asylums,  what  is  the  course  of  your  Braids  White.  Esq., 

inspection  in  that  respect? — The  resident  physician  and  visiting  physician  inspect  every  ^ ' 

patient,  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Governors  the  cases  they  consider  fit  to  be  discharged;  patients. 

and  the  proceedings  at  that  Board  are  transmitted  to  our  office.  We  know  of  the  discharge 
of  such  patients  by  the  report  from  the  manager  or  resident  physician. 

234.  Do  you  check  the  discharges  which  you  find  to  have  taken  place  on  visiting  the 
asylums  with  the  returns  thus  made? — Yes. 

235.  What  number  constitutes  a quorum  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — Three. 

236.  Is  it  only  by  the  authority  of  the  Board  the  patients  will  be  discharged  ? — By  the 
authority  of  the  Board.  In  the  meantime,  if  the  family  or  friends  of  one  who  is  perfectly 
cured,  apply  for  his  discharge,  the  physician  may  take  it  on  himself  to  discharge  him,  he 
reporting  to  the  Board  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  Generally  speaking — 
uniformly  I may  almost  say,  with  few  exceptions — the  sanction  of  the  Board  is  required  for 
the  discharge  of  a patient. 

237.  The  physician  is  empowered  to  discharge? — I will  not  say  that  he  is. 

238.  In  some  cases  he  does,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board? — Yes,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board,  to  whom  he  must  make  a report  on  the  subject.  The  relatives  or 
friends  of  an  inmate,  finding  he  is  cured,  may  press  to  take  him  away  before  a meeting  of 
the  Board  is  held;  and  there  is  no  law  that  I am  aware  of  to  justify  the  detention  of  the 
party,  provided  it  is  reported  that  he  is  perfectly  cured. 

239.  By  whom  is  the  order  made  for  the  admission  of  patients  into  the  asylums  ? — Admissions,  how 
The  applications  are  brought  before  the  Board.  Say  there  are  half  a dozen  cases,  some  granted. 

of  which  are  more  urgent  than  others.  The  physician  is  always  preseut,  and  he  is  asked 
as  to  which  are  the  most  urgent  cases,  and  these  are  admitted.  The  Chairman  signs 
the  admission,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board.  It  is  understood  that  every  case  is 
investigated. 

240.  The  authority  for  the  admissions  is  the  Minute  of  the  Board  ? — Always. 

241.  Has  the  Manager  any  authority  to  receive  patients  who  are  brought  to  the 
asylum  between  the  meetings  of  the  Board? — Under  the  circumstances  I have  stated 
he  has.  Under  the  sixth  Privy  Council  rule,  he  has  authority  to  receive  a case  proved 
to  be  very  urgent,  he  reporting  it  to  the  Board  on  the  next  Board  day,  to  obtain  their 
sanction  for  having  taken  the  step.  He  must  report  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Many  cases  are  received  under  the  sixth  rule,  which  is  a very  good  rule  on  the  subject. 

242.  Is  it  always  discretionary  with  the  Governors  whether  they  will  receive  a patient 
or  not  ? — It  is. 

243.  When  a patient  is  admitted  by  the  Board  is  any  form  of  certificate,  beyond  the 
medical  certificate  of  his  insanity,  required? — Yes;  in  the  body  of  the  form  there  is  a 
certificate  from  some  person,  a magistrate  or  a clergyman,  stating  his  opinion  also  of  the 
party  being  of  unsound  mind. 

244.  There  is  no  information  on  oath  accompanying  that  ? — Yes,  the  next  of  kin  makes 
an  affidavit  that  the  party  is  of  unsound  mind. 

245.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  copies  of  those  certificates,  as  used  in  each  asylum  ? — I can. 

246.  Is  there  any  authority  on  the  part  of  a Justice  of  the  Peace  to  commit  directly  any 
person  to  an  asylum? — None;  nor  has  a Governor  even  the  power.  There  has  been 
great  delay,  and  there  is  still,  in  the  admission  of  lunatics,  in  consequence  of  the  Boards 
of  Governors  holding  only  monthly  meetings. 

247.  I see  that  a bond  is  to  be  given  by  a responsible  person,  before  the  admission  of  a Bonds  for  removal, 
patient,  for  his  removal  in  proper  time  ? — Well,  that  was  established  for  some  time,  but  I 

must  say  it  was  not  followed  up,  and  I will  tell  you  why ; we  found  there  was  no  party  could 
exact  the  legal  payment  of  it,  and  it  was  taken  more  for  the  moral  effect  arising  from  it. 

248.  Was  it  a bond  to  the  Crown? — No,  it  was  the  usual  bond  in  the  wording  of  it,  to 
the  Manager  and  Board. 

249.  Do  the  local  Boards  of  Governors  of  Asylums  meet  more  frequently  than  once  a Meetings  of  Boards 

month  ? — In  Cork  and  in  Dublin  they  do.  ...  of  Governois‘ 

250.  How  frequently  do  they  meet  in  these  places  ? — Twice  a month  in  Dublin.  They 
have  fallen  off  in  Cork.  There  is  a Committee  that  meets,  probably,  once  every  fortnight. 

The  regular  Board  meeting  is  held  every  month. 

251.  With  these  two  exceptions,  the  Boards  competent  to  admit  patients  meet  only 
monthly? — Yes. 

252.  I believe  the  rules  and  regulations  require  they  should  meet  once  a month  ? — Y es. 

253.  Besides  the  general  meetings  ’—Besides  the  half-yearly  meetings  to  prepare  the 
accounts  for  the  Grand  Juries,  and  at  these  there  must  be  five  to  make  a quorum. 

254.  With  regard  to  the  admission  of  patients  to  District  Asylums  on  Board  days  or 
otherwise,  do  the  Boards  of  Governors,  as  a body,  give  a preference  to  lunatics  who  have 
been  confined  in  gaols  or  workhouses,  before  admitting  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  district 
when  they  apply  ? — The  Inspectors  exercise  a good  deal  of  influence  in  those  cases ; and 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  means  of  treatment  in  gaols,  give  a preference  to 
lunatics  from  them.  The  Governors  generally,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  medical  officers 
of  asylums,  however,  would  prefer  admitting  ordinary  applicants. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Duni.iN'. 

Inspectors  hi  Lunatic 
Asylums- General 
State  of  Asylums  ami 
Lunacy. 

Francis  White,  Esq., 

F.K.C.S.I. 

Non-attendance  of 
Governors. 


255.  Does  it  ever  occur  that  the  monthly  meeting  does  not  take  place  in  consequence 

of  the  non-attendance  of  a quorum  ? — Often.  1 

256.  Are  the  patients  for  whose  admission  applications  are  made  then  tin-own  back  for 
another  month  ? — They  are ; unless  in  cases  of  urgency. 

257.  Has  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  two  successive  months  have  passed 
without  a quorum  being  formed  of  a Board  of  Governors  ? — Yes. 

258.  Has  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  three  months  have  elapsed  ? Yes. 

259.  Has  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  four  months  have  elapsed  ? — I cannot 
say  so  far  as  that.  You  are  aware  that  the  inspectors  are  members  of  those  Boards.  In 
Waterford  what  you  have  asked  about  occurred,  and  in  order  to  form  a Board  either  of 
the  Inspectors  went  down,  and  called  upon  one  or  two  members  living  in  the  town  to 
attend  with  him. 


Inspector’s  attend- 
ance at  Board,  and 
visits  to  Asylum. 


Cause  of  Governors’ 
non  -attendance. 


Sub-Committee  of 
Governors. 


260.  Then  a ease  which  might  require  to  be  admitted  might  be  so  long  as  three  months 
from  the  time  of  the  application,  without  being  received  into  the  asylum  in  consequence 
of  a sufficient  number  of  Governors  not  attending  to  form  a Board  ? — Yes,  unless  in 
the  case  of  the  sixth  rule,  which  I have  pointed  out. 

261.  Notwithstanding  the  omission  to  hold  such  meeting,  the  lunatics  in  gaols  may  still  be 

transmitted  to  the  asylums  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? Yes. 

262.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  many  of  the  monthly  meetings  of  the 
local  Governors  ? — They  do. 

263.  And  take  part  in  the  admission  of  patients’?— And  take  part  in  the  admission  of 
patients  and  in  the  general  proceedings  of  the  Board.  I have  given  a good  deal  of  attendance 
on  the  governing  boards.  I sujipose  1 have  been  in  Cork  six  times  within  the  last  eight 
or  ten  months,  and  invariably  took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  except  voting  upon 
fiscal  matters,  as  to  which  they  feel  a great  deal  of  jealousy,  and  I have  invariably  not  voted 
upon  questions  of  that  nature. 

264.  When  the  Inspectors  visit  the  district  asylums  either  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  local  Board,  or  at  other  times,  is  there  any  intimation  given  that  they  are  coming  to 
the  asylum’?— No;  generally  speaking  we  are  quite  unexpected.  It  might  he  the  case  that 
there  was  a particular  question  coming  on,  at  the  consideration  of  which  it  would  he 
necessary  for  the  Inspectors  to  be  present,  and  the  Manager  and  Resident  Physician  may 
know  of  the  coming  of  the  Inspector. 

265.  I hose  are  exceptional  cases? — Those  are  exceptional  cases. 

266.  Do  you  think  the  non-attendance  of  Governors  is  to  he  at  all  attributed  to  the 
distance  at  which  they  reside  from  the  institutions  ?— Well,  to  a certain  extent  it 
depends  a good  deal  upon  that ; for  instance,  in  Ballinasloe  we  cannot  get  Governors  imme- 
diately in  the  district.  Some  parts  of  the  district  arc  very  distant.  Some  of  the  western 
parts  of  Mayo,  where  Governors  reside,  are  sixty  miles  from  the  asylum.  Some  active 
Governors  are  thirty  miles  distant,  and  it  is  certainly  a very  great  inconvenience  to  them 
to  attend,  especially  m winter. 

267.  Practically,  do  paying  patients  who  have  been  admitted  continue  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  arrangement  made  ’—Generally,  I think,  they  do. 

268.  Three  constitute  the  quorum  of  a Board  ? — Yes. 

269.  Suppose  a member  goes  out  of  the  room — there  being  only  three  present — is  any 
business  transacted  after  he  leaves  ? — If  lie  has  left  not  to  return  that  day,  I think  in  that 
case  there  is  no  business  done,  except  that  the  others  would  finish  what  it  was  understood 
before  he  left  should  be  done. 


270.  Has  it  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  that  in  a case  where,  say  two  members  have 
entered  the  Board-room,  and,  not  seeing  any  probability  of  a meeting,  have  "one  away,  a 
third  member  siibsequently  came,  and  the  three  names  which  would  form  a quorum  appear- 
mg  on  the  book,  business  has  been  transacted  ’?— I am  not  aware  of  any  such  conduct  as 
that , but  1 am  aware  of  the  case  of  three  members  being  present  and  doing  the  general 
usiness,  and  one  of  them  having  gone  away  on  the  understanding  that  he  consented  to 
q7iWn  ef°ie  tbera  wben  be  left’  that  business  was  completed  after  his  departure. 

. e anT  representations  been  made  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
ot  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  distances  at  which  Governors  reside  from  the 
SJ,  h refGrTC0  I0  *he  failure  t0  for,n  a Board  ?_Yes;  and  we  have  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  competent  persons  who  lived  near  the  asylums  and  could 
attend,  with  the  view  of  insuring  the  formation  of  Boards. 

272.  Does  not  the  arrangement  of  a district  very  often  prevent  a large  number  of 
Governors  being  selected  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  an  asylum,  as  thereby  a parti- 
cular county  might  have  too  great  a preponderance  on  the  Board?— That  lias  been 
complained  of.  I should  state,  injustice  to  the  Governors  generally,  as  an  explanation  of 
t mt  they  have  usua%  a large  number  of  Boards  and  other  duties  to 
attend  to.  They  have  to  attend  County  Boards,  Poor  Law  Boards,  Infirmary  Boards,  and 

navlnm  if  a r™Uy  (Tes  very  hard  on  a c™ntry  gentleman  who  lives  tar  from  an 
asylum  to  attend.  These  things  account  for  the  non-attendance. 

h,iK  r>nrmv!'+*  the  Practiceat  any  of  the  asylums  for  the  General  Board  to  appoint  a 
frXr  66’  uumbf?  °f  members’  wh°  “ay  act  as  a regulating  body,  to 

TWrf S detaJs  tbat,  C0llW  „uot  be  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  tie  General 

frUowe(TpmcticaU^C01nmen^a*10U  °f  ^ InsPectora>  some  the  asylums,  that  has  been 

results  ^ ^ be6n  atfcended  wifch  S°od  results?— It  has  been  attended  with  good. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


15 


275.  Is  it  a practice  you  recommend? — It  is,  certainly,  and  one  that  we  have  established 
in  several  of  the  asylums. 

276.  Does  it  exist  in  all? — It  does  not ; but  where  it  does  it  is  attended  with  the  best 
offect. 

277-  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  those  who  inspect  the  asylums 
being  themselves  members  of  the  governing  body  of  the  asylum? — 1 must  answer 
that  in  this  way : that  it  has  its  advantages  and  its  disadvantages.  Our  view  originally 
was,  that  where  meetings  of  Boards  had  not  been  held,  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
attendance  of  Governors,  we  should  make  it  our  business  to  attend,  in  order  to  constitute 
a board,  and  not  have  the  admission  of  patients  delayed.  I think  it  has  worked  well  so 
far ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a degree  of  jealousy  attached  to  it.  Generally  speak- 
ing. wre  stand  uncommonly  well  with  the  Boards,  and  they  act  according  to  our  opinions; 
but,  in  two  or  three  instances,  we  think  the  Board  feel  the  system  has  not  worked  well : 
the  Inspectors  sitting  at  the  Board  with  Governors  with  whom  they  cannot  always  coincide. 
If  the  Inspectors  were  more  independent  of  the  Board,  and  had  greater  powers  than  the 
Act  at  present  gives  them,  they  then  could  act  with  more  effect  than  they  can  when  they 
are  sitting  at  Boards,  when  they  must  either  approve  or  dissent  as  individuals.  Many 
things  occur  at  Boards  that  the  Inspectors  cannot  approve  of;  and  still  they  are  parties 
to  these  tilings,  by  the  fact  of  their  being  Governors.  That  is  the  disadvantage  of  their 
being  Governors ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  as  I told  you  before,  we  find  it  to  have  worked 
well.  In  Waterford,  as  I have  already  stated,  we  were  instrumental  in  forming  Boards, 
in  order  to  have  the  business  done.  We  have  gone  then  to  Carlow  and  to  several  other 
places  for  the  same  purpose. 

278.  Your  opinion,  I think,  comes  to  this,  that  there  is  a single  advantage  arising  from 
the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Boards — namely,  that  they  assist  to  make  up  Boards, 
where  one  would  not  otherwise  be  formed,  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  mem- 
bers, to  admit  patients? — That  is  one  advantage. 

279.  But  there  are  many  advantages  on  the  other  side,  which  would  conduce,  on  many 
points,  to  the  well  working  of  tho  institutions,  if  tho  Inspectors  were  placed  in  a position 
similar  to  that  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors,  having  a right  to  sit  at  a Board  without  being 
a member  of  it? — Yes,  provided  ho  had  more  powers  than  are  possessed  under  the  present 
Act.  It  is  useless  for  tho  Inspectors  to  be  present,  without  having  powers  vested  in  them. 
What  gave  us  some  power  was  being  members  of  tho  Board.  Wo  have  scarcely  any 
power  except  in  the  way  of  inspection. 

280.  The  Inspectors  under  the  Poor  Law  Commission  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  but  cannot  vote.  What  power  would  you  propose  to  give  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  which  they  could  exercise  instead  of  their  being  members  of 
the  Boards  ? — That  is  a very  important  and  material  question ; and  I would  wish  to  refer  to 
papers  to  show  you  that  at  present  our  powers  are  very  limited,  and  what  consequences 
result.  For  instance,  in  the  matter  of  diet,  wo  often  point  out  to  Boards  tho  necessity  of 
raising  the  scale  of  diet,  and  urge  them  to  do  so,  and  they  outvote  us.  There  are  other 
points  connected  with  the  administration  and  well-being  of  the  institutions,  respecting  which 
Boards  will  not  agree  in  our  views.  Powers,  I think,  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Inspectors  to 
carry  out  measures  which  they  strictly  considered  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  institutions. 

281.  Then  your  view  is,  that  on  some  points  the  Inspectors  attending  the  Board  should 
have  power  to  direct,  contrary  to  tho  sense  of  the  Board  ? — That  is  a very  strong  way  of 
putting  it,  and  I would  not  like  to  have  it  put  that  way.  I do  not  like  to  ho  put  in  such 
antagonism  with  tho  Boards  in  my  evidence,  as  that  mode  of  stating  it  would  indicate. 

282.  You  have  stated  the  means  by  which  ordinary  patients  may  be  discharged. 
Patients  who' have  been  transferred  by  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  be  discharged 
under  different  provisions  of  the  law? — There  is  a section  of  the  9th  and  lOthvic.,  authorizing 
the  physician  to  discharge  such  a patient,  if  he  considered  him  of  sound  mind,  or  that  lie 
has  ceased  to  be  a dangerous  lunatic. 

283.  Is  there  any  provision  which  prevents  the  discharge  of  an  ordinary  patient,  who  may 
not  have  been  cured,  but  who  yet  may  be  curable  ? — There  is  no  provision  to  prevent  it.  If 
the  family  wish  to  take  him  away,  they  may  do  so  ; hut,  generally  speaking,  ho  is  kept  till 
either  he  is  cured  or  has  become  incurable. 

284.  Have  cases  come  to  your  knowledge  of  patients  who  were  curable,  but  had  not 
been  cured,  having  been  removed  without  their  friends  soliciting  the  removal? — No. 

285.  No  such  cases  have  occurred  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  admission  of  worse 
cases  of  lunacy  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  I should  add  that  in  some  incurable  cases 
coming  from  workhouses,  for  instance,  tho  patients  have  become  so  hai’mloss  and  quiet, 
that  we  have  often  recommended  a correspondence  to  be  entered  into  with  the  Poor 
Law  authorities,  with  the  view  of  having  the  cases  taken  back,  in  order  to  allow  of  more 
urgent  cases  being  received.  That  has  occurred  in  several  cases,  but  not  generally. 

286.  Have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  any  authority  to  direct  the  Guardians  to  receive 
back  patients  of  that  class  ? — -No. 

2S7.  Have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  at  any  tirno  that  you  are  aware  of,  expressed 
themselves  favourable  or  otherwise  to  patients  being  detained  in  workhouses  ? — Generally 
speaking,  they  would  rather  not  have  them,  and  you  know  the  difficulty  of  sending  a case 
out  of  an  asylum.  If  a case  that  is  sent  from  a workhouse  turns  out  either  cured  or 
incurable,  we  cannot  compel  the  poorhouse  authorities  to  take  the  patient  back. 

288.  I believe  the  same  quorum  is  required  for  the  discharge  aB  for  the  admission  of  a 
patient  ? — Yes. 
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289.  If  a patient  be  recovered  shortly  after  the  meeting  of  the  local  Board,  and  that 
there  be  no  meeting  for  near  a month,  or  perhaps  another  month,  is  there  any  means  by 
which  the  patient  could  obtain  his  discharge  ? — No ; unless  the  family  would  insist  upon 
taking  him  out,  he  is  kept  over. 

290.  It  may  be  for  three  months  ? — 'Well,  it  might  be  for  a month. 

291.  Is  there  a provision  of  the  law  authorizing  the  sending  out  of  patients  upon  trial  or 
probation  ? — There  is  no  such  provision  of  the  law,  and  it  would  be  most  material  to  have 
such.  We  do,  however,  send  them  out. 

292.  Are  you  aware  there  is  such  a provision  in  England? — Yes. 

293.  Is  there  any  thing  analogous  to  it  here? — No.  We  do  send  out  cases  on  trial ; but 
we  are  not  authorized  by  law  to  do  so.  It  would  be  a very  wise  and  useful  provision, 
particularly  in  reference  to  private  asylums.  We  have  not  the  power  in  the  case  of  private 
asylums  of  recommending  patients  to  be  sent  to  the  sea  side,  or  other  places,  and  it  would 
bo  a very  material  improvement  if  we  were  enabled  to  do  so. 

294.  On  your  inspection  do  you  make  full  inquiry  into  the  management  of  the  asylums, 
and  ascertain  whether  the  duties  of  the  respective  officers  are  discharged  according  to 
the  rules  in  force  ? — Invariably. 

295.  Are  any  of  the  asylums  under  the  management  of  non-professional  men? Yes  ■ 

Armagh,  Waterford,  Londonderry,  and  the  Richmond. 

296.  What  additional  provision  is  made  for  the  attendance  of  medical  men  upon  those 
asylums? — None,  except  a visiting  physician,  and  an  apothecary  to  compound  the  medicines. 

297-  Where  the  manager  is  non-medical,  I presume  there  is  no  resident  physician? No. 

298.  How  frequently  are  the  visits  of  the  physician  paid  in  such  cases  ? — The  Council 
rule  is  three  times  a week,  where  the  number  of  patients  is  under  250,  but  oftener  if 
necessary,  if  there  are  urgent  cases. 

299-  At  any  time  in  cases  of  emergency? — Yes. 

300.  Is  there  any  record  kept  at  the  asylums,  by  which,  on  inspection,  you  can  ascertain 
whether  those  visits  have  been  made  or  not  ? — Yes ; the  regular  daily  book  has  a column 
for  recording  the  attendance  of  all  the  officers,  and  the  length  of  time  of  each  visit. 
We  can  furnish  you  with  a copy  of  that  book. 

301.  Where  the  manager  of  an  asylum  is  not  professional,  what  is  the  usual  distance  at 
which  the  medical  attendant  resides  from  the  asylum  ? — In  the  fourteen  cases  I referred 
to,  the  medical  men  reside  in  the  adjoining  towns.  In  Waterford,  the  residence  of  the 
physician  is  about  half  a mile  from  the  asylum  ; in  the  Armagh  case,  about  the  same;  in 
Londonderry,  about  the  same.  They  are  always  ready  on  emergencies.  They  are  men  of 
high  professional  character  and  great  experience. 

302.  Where  there  is  not  a resident  medical  officer,  on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of 
sending  for  the  medical  attendant? — The  Manager.  He  is  supposed  to  be  on  the  spot.  If 
he  is  not  there,  and  that  an  urgent  case  occurs,  the  matron,  or  clerk,  or  store-keeper  may 
send. 


Supply  anil 
compounding  of 
medicines. 


Surgical  attendance. 


Infirmary 

accommodation. 


o03.  In  such  an  institution,  if  the  physician  or  surgeon  prescribe  medicines  to  be 
administered,  or  measures  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  sick,  who  compounds  the 
medicines,  or  performs  those  minor  duties  occasionally  required  ? — In  all  asylums  there  is 
a room  appropriated  for  the  compounding  of  medicines,  and  the  apothecaries  live  in  the 
towns  near  the  asylums.  If  medicine  is  suddenly  ordered,  it  is  at  hand ; and  if  too  much 
delay  would  bo  occasioned  by  sending  for  the  apothecary,  in  a case  of  great  urgency,  the 
physician  himself  would  compound  the  prescription.  It  is  reported  they  have  done  so ; 
but,  generally  speaking,  when  the  physician  attends,  the  apothecary  attends  with  him, 
whether  the  visits  are  weekly  or  daily,  and  receives  his  instructions.  Directions  are  given 
to  the  nurses  and  proper  parties  to  see  that  the  medicines  are  duly  given. 

304.  Who  provides  the  stock  of  medicines  in  the  asylums  ? — The  want  book  states  from 
the  physician  and  apothecary  the  medicines  necessary  in  the  asylum.  They  generally 
send  up  to  Dublin,  to  their  druggists,  to  have  medicines  sent  down. 

305.  That  is  the  stock  of  medicines  in  the  institution? — Yes;  in  the  institution. 

306.  I think  I understood  you  to  say  that  in  some  cases  the  apothecaries  reside  in  the 
adjoining  towns  ? — In  all  cases. 

307.  Who  supplies  the  stock  of  medicines  which  he  compounds? — The  apothecary 
comes  to  the  asylum  to  make  up  out  of  the  stock  there — the  medicines  ordered.  In  the 
Belfast  Asylum  they  had  a surgeon-apothecary  who  did  this  ; in  Cork  Asylum  they  have  a 
surgeon  besides  an  apothecary.  In  very  large  asylums  they  have  surgeons  who  will  bleed, 
and  cup,  and  do  all  such  tilings;  but  generally  it  is  the  apothecary  who  performs  these  duties. 

,^\ere  any  instance  in  which  thero  is  only  one  medical  attendant  ? — He  must  be 
a qualified  physician  or  surgeon. 

l Suppose  he  is  merely  a physician,  is  there  any  guarantee  as  to  his  surgical 

knowledge  ?-— I will  not  say  there  is.  We  have  a very  eminent  man  physician  to  the 
Armagh  Asylum.  He  is  not  a surgeon,  nor  does  he  practise  surgery  ; but  if  there  was  a 
surgical  case,  a surgeon  would  be  called  in,  and  of  course  the  Board  would  pay  the  cost ; 
kUa  tnr  18,no*  generaHy  recognised.  I am  speaking  only  of  urgent  surgical  cases. 

. dl0>  I®  f here  a prescription  book  kept  in  every  institution  ?— There  is;  and  the  Inspector 
inspects  it  when  he  goes  down,  and  he  sees  that  the  medicine  department  is  properly 
conducted.  1 x 

311.  Is  there  an  infirmary  or  hospital  generally  attached  to  each  asylum? — Not 
generally.  In  the  new  asylums  we  have  established  of  late,  with  the  exception  of  one  in 
Mullingar,  we  have  detached  infirmaries.  W e have  them  for  instance  at  the  Omagh,  Killarney, 
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and  Sligo  Asylums,  and  one  or  two  others.  We  have  wings  for  the  same  purpose  in  other 
new  asy  tarns,  such  as  Mullingar.  It  was  intended  to  hare  an  infirmary  in  connexion  with 
the  Mullingar  Asylum.  The  asylum  was  built  for  a very  large  number  of  patients, 
and  there  being  no  prospect  of  haring  it  filled  for  many  years,  two  wings  that  projec 
from  the  mam  building  were  appropriated  for  male  and  female  infirmaries 

312.  Where  infirmaries  do  not  exist — and  that  appears  to  be  the  case  in  most  of  the  Francis  White,  Esq., 
asyiums-must  the  patients  be  treated  in  their  own  rooms?_In  some  cases  they  must  F-R'c's'1- 
The  Londonderry  Asylum  is  built  on  the  old  radiating  plan,  and  one  of  the  wings  on  the 

male  side,  and  another  on  the  female  side,  are  appropriated  as  infirmaries,  and  to  these  the 
sick  are  brought. 

313.  Then  these  wings  are  really  infirmaries  ? They  are. 

SH.  Then  are  there  in  every  asylum  what  we  may  call  -sick  wards,”  appropriated 
for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  ? — There  are.  L L 1 

315.  Is  there  any  rule  as  to  the  cases  which  are  to  be  treated  in  those  separate  wards 
or  mfirmaneB  and  those  that  may  be  treated  m their  own  rooms ; or  is  it  left  partly  to  the 
discretion  oi  the  manager  or  the  attending  physician?— The  cases  that  are  reiovod  to  the 
infirmary  are  generally  cases  of  acute  bodily  diseases. 

316  Is  there  a dietary  table  of  low,  medical,  and  full  diet,  as  applied  to  the  sick 
separate  from  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  establishment  ? Yes. 

317.  Are  those  dietary  tables  uniform  through  all  the  asylums?— I cannot  say  they  are 

318.  by  whom  are  the  dietary  tables  for  the  sick  framed  ?— They  are  framed  by  the 

attending  physician,  and  where  there  is  a resident  physician,  by  him.  They  both  consult 
the  Inspector,  and  we  generally  form  a medical  hoard,  lay  down  a scale  of  dietary,  and 
place  it  before  the  Board  of  Governors.  The  Inspector  and  physicians  agree  amongst 
themselves  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  a higher  scale  of  diet,  and  we  then  submit  our 
opinion  to  the  Board.  We  say  we  are  of  opinion  these  are  the  proper  scales  of  dietary 
for  the  sick,  or  the  general  inmates.  J 

319.  Is  there,  in  addition  to  that,  a book  of  extras  ? — There  is  a book  of  extras 

320.  Do  you  give  chickens  amongst  extras?— Yes,  any  thing  ordered  by  the  physician, 
wine,  rice,  chickens,  chops,  sago,  and  all  medical  comforts. 

321.  What  part  does  the  medical  manager  of  the  asylum  take  in  the  medical  treatment 
ot  the  patients  ?— When  there  is  a good  understanding  between  him  and  the  visiting 
physician,  he  takes  an  active  part  concurrently  with  the  latter. 

x^o2/o?UV8tn-Ctl7  sPcaIcinS>  llis  duties  are  those  prescribed  for  the  manager  in  the  rules 
or  1843  ? — Precisely. 

323.  Do  injurious  consequences  arise  where  the  two  medical  men  do  not  work  harmo- 
niously together  ?—  The  consequences  are,  that  the  resident  man  is  apprehensive  that  if  ho 
were  to  interfere  m the  treatment  of  a case,  it  would  be  objected  to  by  the  visiting  physician 
and  so  much  so,  that  he  altogether  declines  acting  medically. 

324.  What  relief  can  be  afforded  by  a non-medical  manager  in  a case  of. sudden  emer- 
gency, of  a patient  choking  or  having  attempted  to  commit  suicide? — He  must  only 
trust  to  his  own  knowledge  and  ingenuity  where  there  is  not  a medical  man  resident. 

• * ^lve,  ^ou  an  ”is^ance  °f  the  cases  you  refer  to.  A man  was  choking  some  years  ago 

m the  Richmond  Asylum.  The  Richmond  Surgical  Hospital  is  within  three  minutes’  run 
o the  asylum ; the  surgeon  from  that  came  up,  and  I believe  in  one  instance  saved  the 
man  s life.  But  various  accidents  occur  in  asvlums,  and  death  takes  place,  in  conse- 
quence of  there  not  being  a medical  man  on  the' spot.  One  man,  I think,  was  choked  from 
the  want  of  immediate  medical  assistance. 

attach  great  importance  to  the  fact  of  a manager  of  an  asylum  possessing 
m skill,  although  he  should  not  have  any  direct  medical  charge  of  the  patients  ? — I do. 

. ‘ . 8 y°a  favour,  therefore,  of  the  principle  which  has  recently  prevailed  of 
appointing  medical  men  to  the  situation  of  manager  ?— Certainly.  I think  in  large  asylums, 
suen  as  the  Richmond,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  BaLknasloe,  the  duty  of  manager  and  medical 
man  are  so  onerous,  that  there  ought  to  be  a steward,  like  wliat  they  have  in  England,  to 
conduct  the  fiscal  business  of  the  asylum.  It  is  too  much  for  a medical  manager  to  be  in 
is  o ce,  as  I see  them,  preparing  accounts  for  the  Board,  and  doing  other  tilings.  It  would 
e a S1  eat  acquisition  to  our  asylums  to  have  a general  suiierintendent,  or  a lay  manager 
or®*8n'avd,  immediately  under  the  resident  physician. 

7.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  position  the  medical  manager  of  an  asylum  ought 
o occupy  with  reference  to  the  moral  and  medical  treatment  ? — I think  he  should  have 

control,  subject,  of  course,  to  consultation  with  the  visiting  physician,  who  1 think 
is  necessary,  so  as  not  to  leavo  entirely  the  whole  medical  management  to  a man  who 
probably  never  goes  outside  the  asylum. 

328.  You  think  an  advantage  is  derived  from  the  visiting  physician  being  in  general 

practice,  and  not  confined  to  that  of  the  asylum  ? Yes. 

j.  .'*■  I understand  you  to  propose  that  the  lay  or  non-professional  duties  at  present 
isc  arged  by  the  manager  should  be  delegated  to  another  officer,  and  that  the  medical 
an  s lould  become  the  resident  physician  of  the  asylum  ? — Yes.  I mean  1 would  have  the 
ec  ical  man  as  the  superintendent  of  the  whole  place,  and  that  I would  place  the  moral 

medical  treatment  immediately  under  him,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  visiting  physician, 

° would  come  there  and  consult  with  him  as  to  the  treatment  to  be  adopted.  Generally 
degree^”  me^’ca^  men  resident  in  asylums  should  have  both  a medical  and  a surgical 

330.  Suppose  a difference  of  opinion  to  exist  between  the  resident  medical  manager 
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and  the  visiting  physician  as  to  the  treatment,  to  whom  would  you  give  the  paramount 
authority  in  the  matter  ? — To  the  visiting  physician  in  cases  of  bodily  disease. 

331.  The  keepers  are  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — They  are. 

332.  Is  there  any  rule  with  reference  to  the  number  of  attendants  for  a given  number 
of  patients  ? — Yes ; not  exactly  by  the  Boards.  They  are  directed  a good  deal  by  the 
Inspectors  in  that  and  by  the  medical  attendant. 

333.  Have  you,  as  Inspectors,  suggested  any  proportion? — Yes,  we  have.  I think, 
generally  speaking,  we  have  more  attendants  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inmates  in 
Ireland  than  there  is  in  England.  Dr.  Connolly  and  I had  a discussion  on  that  very 
subject.  At  that  time  they  had  but  one  attendant  to  every  seventeen  patients  at  Hanwell. 
I hear  they  have  more  since  the  non-restraint  system  came  into  operation.  They  are 
obliged  to  have  more.  I think  our  proportion  is,  on  an  average,  one  attendant  to  twelve 
or  fourteen  patients. 

334.  I will  ask  the  same  question  with  reference  to  the  medical  officers  of  asylums  in 

relation  to  the  patients? — In  Dublin  we  have  between  500  and  600  patients  at  the  Rich- 
mond. The  original  medical  staff  of  that  asylum  was  one  senior  physician  and  a physician 
extraordinary.  The  senior  physician  was  very  aged,  and  he  got  the  Government  to  appoint 
an  assistant,  who  was  called  the  physician  extraordinary ; he  conducted  the  business. 
When  I was  surgeon  to  it,  we  were  the  only  two  medical  men  attending,  and  we  had 
about  300  patients  to  look  after.  Since  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Jackson,  a second  phy- 
sician was  appointed,  in  consequence  of  the  new  asylum  built  adjoining  the  old  Richmond 
Asylum,  and  which  contains  now  150  patients.  A third  physician  has  been  appointed  in 
consequence  of  the  duties  of  the  other  two  being  so  onerous.  He  has  been  appointed 
since  the  new  asylum  was  opened,  which  the  others  were  unable  to  go  up  to  attend.  The 
old  asylum  held  over  400.  . 

335.  In  which  does  the  manager  reside  ? — The  manager  resides  in  the  old  one.  I 
should  state  further  as  to  the  medical  staff,  that  besides  the  three  physicians,  there  is  a 
surgeon,  who  attends  both  the  institutions  in  common,  and  there  is  a resident  apothecary 
and  two  clinical  clerks.  That  is  the  medical  staff. 

336.  When  you  state  you  have  communicated  your  views  upon  different  points  to  the 
Boards  of  Governors,  do  you  mean,  that  when  attending  the  Boards,  you  suggested  such 
things,  or  that  you  made  them  the  subject  of  separate  communications  from  the  Inspectors’ 
office  ? — Both  one  and  the  other.  We  make  suggestions  at  the  Board,  and  often  write  to 
them  our  opinions. 

337.  Of  course  there  is  no  record  of  any  verbal  communication  you  make  to  the  Boards  ? 
— No.  Probably  a minute  of  it  may  appear  in  the  monthly  proceedings. 
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Dublin,  25tli  October,  185C. 

Present : Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — General  State  of  Asylums  and  Lunacy  (continued). 

Francis  White,  Esq.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

338.  Are  the  duties  of  apothecary  to  the  several  lunatic  asylums  discharged  satisfactorily? 

— We  have  heard  no  complaints  on  the  subject;  but  in  large  institutions such  as  those 

of  Cork  and  Limerick — 1 think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a resident  apothecary,  the 
asylums  arc  so  extensive. 

339.  Is  there  a resident  apothecary  in  auy  of  the  district  asylums? — No,  except  in 
the  Richmond.  There  are  apothecaries  to  all  the  asylums  except  the  Armagh  Asylum. 

340.  How  often  does  the  apothecary  attend  ? — He  attends  every  day  the  physician  goes 
to  the  asylum ; three  times  a week  where  the  number  of  patients  is  under  250,  and  every 
day  if  the  number  of  patients  is  over  250,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

341.  Is  his  attendance  confined  to  the  period  of  the  physician’s  visit  ? No,  it  is  not; 

but  it  is  understood  that  he  should  always  come  with  or  immediately  after  the  visiting 
physician. 

342.  Has  the  resident  manager  any  power  of  requiring  his  attendance  at  any  time  ? 

He  has,  at  all  times ; and  I have  often  known  the  apothecary  sent  for  to  bleed. 

343.  By  whom  are  the  medicines  for  the  institution  supplied?  I think,  generally,  by 
druggists  from  Dublin.  I believe  there  are  one  or  two  institutions,  but  I cannot  remember 
them  now,  the  medicines  for  which  are  supplied  from  the  towns  adjoining. 

344.  The  medicines  are  purchased  by  the  Governors  for  the  use  of  the  asylums  ? 

Yes,  for  the  use  of  the  asylums,  and  are  brought  into  the  general  account. 

345.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  apothecary  when  he  attends? — The  duty  of  the 
apothecary  upon  his  attending  is,  to  get  the  physician’s  prescribing  book,  and  to  make  up 
the  prescriptions  which  are  ordered,  and  also,  if  patients  are  to  be  bled,  he  is  to  bleed 
them ; the  general  duties  of  an  apothecary,  he  is  bound  to  perform — such  aB  bleeding, 
blistering,  and  injections. 

346.  What  is  the  course  of  proceeding  in  surgical  cases,  or  when  the  attendance  of  a 
surgeon  is  required  in  the  asylums? — Generally,  the  visiting  physician  performs  the  duty ; 
the  visiting  physicians  are  generally  both  surgeons  and  physicians. 

347.  In  cases  where  the  visiting  physician  is  not  a surgeon,  what  steps  would  be  taken 
for  securing  the  attendance  of  a surgeon,  or  me  auy  steps  taken  ? — In  the  case  of  the 
Armagh  Asylum,  for  instance,  where  there  is  a non-medical  manager,  and  a physician 
attending,  I think  if  a surgical  case  occurred  there  a surgeon  should  be  sent  for  ; but  in 
all  new  asylums  where  there  are  resident  physicians  now,  they  are  generally  surgeons  also, 
and  perform  the  duty. 

348.  Is  that  qualification  required  for  holding  the  appointment  ? — It  is  not;  but  in 
selecting  and  choosing  men,  we  generally  wish  them,  in  any  event,  to  have  a surgical 
degree,  in  order  that  they  may  combine  the  discharge  of  both  duties. 

349.  Are  any  arrangements  made  with  reference  to  the  attendance  of  a surgeon  in  cases 
where  the  visiting  physician  may  not  have  the  qualification  of  a surgeon  ? — In  Belfast  and 
Cork  such  an  arrangement  is  entered  into.  The  apothecary  in  Belfast  is  a surgeon,  and  he 
performs  the  duty  both  of  apothecary  and  surgeon.  In  Coi’k  there  is  a regular  surgeon 
attending  the  asylum  there ; he  goes  up  every  day  to  it ; and  there  is  also  an  apothecary, 
but  not  a resident  one,  in  the  Cork  asylum.  There  is  a resident  physician,  but  no  visiting 
physician.  The  resident  physician  is  the  physician  of  the  establishment. 

350.  Is  the  resident  physician  you  speak  of  in  that  case  the  manager  of  the  asylum  ? — 
He  is.  That  is  a very  special  case. 

351.  What  are  the  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  other  asylums?— With  respect  to 
Limerick,  which  is  a large  asylum,  of  300  patients,  there  is  a medical  manager  who  is  a 
surgeon.  The  resident  medical  manager  is  a surgeon  as  well  as  a physician,  and  there  is  a 
visiting  physician  and  a non-resident  apothecary  attached  to  the  asylum.  Any  surgical 
duties  to  be  performed  are  performed,  if  necessary,  by  the  resident  medical  officer.  There 
is  no  other  institution  having  regular  surgeons  visiting. 

352.  What  are  the  arrangements  in  those  asylums  where  there  is  no  visiting  surgeon, 
and  where  the  manager  has  no  surgical  degree? — I am  not  now  aware  of  any' physician 
who  is  resident  not  having  a surgical  degree;  except  in  the  case  that  I mentioned,  they 
have  surgical  degrees,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  surgeon  attending,  as  the  resident 
medical  man  generally  has  that  degree. 

353.  In  the  case  that  you  have  mentioned,  the  manager  being  a surgeon,  and  strictly 
speaking  having  no  duties  of  a.  medical  or  surgical  character  to  discharge,  under  the 
regulations,  is  he  competent  to  perform  any  surgical  operation  of  his  own  authority  ? — No; 
not  of  his  own  authority;  he. must,  of  course,  have  the  concurrence  of  the  visiting  physician. 

354.  Then,  in  the  case  of  Buck  operation  becoming  necessary,  or  in  a case  requiring  the 
attendance  of  a surgeon,  he  can  only  act  when  called  upon  by  the  visiting  physician  ? — Yes. 

355.  How  does  that  system  work,  under  which  the  resident  manager  may  be  called  upon 

by  the  visiting  physician  to  deal  with  the  surgical  treatment  of  the  patients  ? — I will  give  you 
a case.  In  the  Mullingar  Asylum  we  have  a, resident  physician,  and  the  visiting  physician  is 
a surgeon 
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Dublin.  356.  That  is  a case  opposite  to  wliat  we  ask  about;  we  want  information  respecting  the 

Ins  tortof Lunatic  cases  where  the  manager  is  a surgeon? — There  is  nothing  so  common  as  consulting  a 
a^iunL—Gmeral  surgeon  in  a surgical  case.  There  is  no  want  of  proper  surgical  assistance;  independently 
State  of  Asylums  0f  any  other  aid,  they  are  perfectly  competent  in  the  asylums. 
and  lunar;,.  357  you  ]iaYe  stated  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Cork  Asylum,  there  is  no  visiting  physician? 
Francis  White,  Esq.,  j have 

Visiting Hivs^einns - 358.  Has  not  the  want  of  a visiting  physician  to  that  large  institution  been  felt? — We 

Cork  Asylum.  ' * ’ have  often  considered  that.  I do  not  think  it  has,  strictly  speaking,  for  the  resident 
manager  is  a very  competent  physician.  He  has  a competent  clerk  in  the  office,  and  the 
clerk  and  general  steward  of  the  place  do  a good  deal  of  the  business  of  the  house,  which 
lessens  his  labour  as  manager,  and  leaves  him  free  to  attend  to  the  patients.  At  the  same 
time,  I think  myself,  considering  the  extent  of  tire  asylum,  that  a visiting  physician  ought 
not  to  be  dispensed  with. 

359.  In  point  of  fact,  the  resident  manager,  though  a physician,  is  not  bound  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a physician  under  the  rules? — It  was  understood,  since  he  was  appointed, 
that  he  should ; and  the  Inspectors  have  laid  down  rules  and  regulations  for  the  medical 
manager  in  the  absence  of  a visiting  physician. 

360.  In  this  case  of  Cork,  where  there  is  no  visiting  physician,  there  is  no  person  who, 
by  law,  is  bound  to  discharge  those  duties  which  the  Privy  Council  have  assigned  to  the 
visiting  physician  ? — No. 

361.  Therefore  there  is  no  person  who  is  bound  to  attend,  daily,  cases  of  fever? — No; 
except  the  surgeon,  who  is  also  a physician. 

362.  Would  you  not  consider  it  essential  that  there  should  be  a physician,  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  visit  in  cases  of  fever  ? — I think  it  would  make  the  medical  staff  more  complete 
in  a large  institution. 

363.  Do  you  consider  the  appointment  of  a mere  surgeon  as  visiting  medical  attendant 
of  an  asylum,  a sufficient  compliance  with  the  rules,  which  require  a physician  to  be 
appointed  to  each  asylum? — No. 

364.  Why  has  Cork  been  made  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  in  this  respect? — This 
requires  an  explanation.  Cork  has  been  only  within  the  last  few  years  made  a district 
asylum.  It  was  originally  an  asylum  for  Cork  alone,  and  a very  bad  one.  It  was  recom- 
mended to  change  the  thing  altogether,  and  to  build  a new  asylum,  and  on  the  eve  of 
building  it  the  Lord  Lieutenant  formed  it  into  a district  asylum.  The  officers  now  attached 
to  it  were  in  the  former  asylum.  Dr.  Power,  who  was  the  visiting  physician  of  the  insti- 
tution before  it  became  a district  asylum ; Mr.  Hobert,  the  visiting  surgeon ; and  the 
apothecary — the  three  men  who,  before  it  was  constituted  a district  asylum,  were  the 
medical  officers.  The  manager  died  immediately  on  going  to  the  new  asylum,  and  Dr. 
Power,  the  visiting  physician,  applied  to  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  resident  manager 
in  place  of  the  deceased  man.  He  was  appointed,  and  the  system  of  the  medical  staff  has 
not  been  changed  since. 

365.  Was  that  transfer  of  Dr.  Power  from  the  office  of  visiting  physician  to  the  office 
of  resident  manager  duly  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — Duly  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

Religious  ministra-  366.  With  reference  to  the  further  details  of  your  inspection,  have  you  found  that  divine 
Atonsli^svlum 5 servace  has  been  regularly  performed  in  each  of  the  asylums? — Yes,  in  all  the  asylums, 
‘ 0 ' “ except  in  those  of  Belfast  and  Armagh. 

367.  Has  divine  service,  according  to  the  respective  rites  of  the  churches  to  which  the 
inmates  belong,  been  celebrated  in  each  of  the  asylums? — Yes,  with  the  exceptions  I have 
named. 

36S.  Has  that  omission  always  existed  in  the  asylums  to  which  you  refer  ? — It  has. 

369.  I believe  Armagh  Asylum  has  been  in  operation  very  many  years  ? — It  is  the  oldest 
of  all  the  asylums ; it  was  built  in  1825.  It  was  the  first  district  asylum  built  in  Ireland. 

370.  Have  you  noticed  this  omission  in  your  reports? — We  have. 

371.  Have  you  made  representations,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Armagh  Asylum  as  to  the  omission  of  the  celebration  of  divine  service? — Yes. 

372.  With  what  effect  ? — With  the  effect  that  the  representations  were  not  received 
favourably  at  the  time  that  I first  suggested  the  propriety  of  having  divine  service.  The 
Protestant  Primate,  Lord  Beresford,  was  in  the  chair  on  the  occasion,  and  he  appeared  to 
be  very  favourable  to  the  proposition,  and  so  much  so,  that  he  has  within  the  last  two 
years,  as  I understand,  paid  his  own  chaplain  to  attend  the  inmates  who  are  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion. 

373.  Has  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ever  appointed  a chaplain,  of  any  persuasion,  for  that 
asylum? — No,  we  kept  it  in  abeyance  in  consequence  of  the  Belfast  case. 

374.  Does  the  chaplain  paid  by  the  Primate  for  attending  the  asylum  celebrate  divine 
service? — I believe  not.  He  merely  attends  to  give  religious  instruction,  and  see  the 
members  of  his  own  community  there ; but  I am  not  aware,  at  this  moment,  of  divine 
service  being  performed  by  him  in  the  asylum. 

375.  Is  any  part  of  the  building  in  Armagh  allocated  for  a chapel? — No. 

376.  Do  clergymen  of  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Presbyterian  persuasions  regularly  attend 
the  asylum,  although  not  paid? — No,  they  do  not  attend  unless  sent  for.  It  is  understood 
that  Catholic  priests  and  Presbyterian  clergymen  of  the  district  are  free  to  go  in  to  see 
any  of  their  community;  but  they  generally  do  not  go  unless  they  are  sent  for. 

377.  Then  are  there  any  particular  religious  duties  performed  in  that  establishment  on 
the  Sabbath  day  ? — I am  not  aware  that,  in  Armagh,  there  are. 
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378.  You  have  referred  to  the  Belfast  case.  What  proceedings  have  been  taken  with  a Dublin. 

view  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  for  the  Belfast  Asylum  ? — The  Inspectors  felt  it  their  r — : _ 
duty  first  to  recommend  the  Board  that  they  should  recommend  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  A^lT^-Gctwal 
the  appointment  of  chaplains,  as  in  Londonderry,  and  in  all  the  other  asylums,  except  that  s,alK  ufAtyhms 

of  Armagh,  which  was  then  under  consideration.  We  proposed  that  at  the  Board,  ancl  “‘"l  L"na’:«- 
had  a correspondence  with  the  Governors  upon  the  subject,  and  we  found  them  so  adverse  1''nuic^s}vllit^  Esil-> 
to  our  recommendation  that  we  did  not  stir  in  the  matter  for  two  years.  We  see  still  the  „ ]f 
necessity  that  exists  for  having  chaplains,  and  we  have  received  various  private  communica-  of 5 

tions  from  some  of  the  Governors  and  officers  of  asylums,  representing  that  there  was  Chaplains. 

very  great  uneasiness  with  respect  to  persons  in  bad  ‘health— that,  in  fact,  in  some  cases, 
inmates  had  died  without  a clergyman  being  sent  for.  I can  state  that,  on  my  inspection,’ 
many  patients  came  up  to  me  and  said  it  was  a great  hardship  that  they  never  saw  a clergy- 
man since  they  entered  the  asylum.  These  circumstances  impressed  themselves  so  strongly 
on  my  mind,  and  on  that  of  my  colleague,  that  we  urged  the  Government  to  appoint 
chaplains.  We  consulted  with  the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  and  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  on  the  subject.  I should  say  what  I am  stating  now  occurred 
some  five  or  six  years  ago.  We  then  represented  that  we  thought  it  necessary  to  have 
chaplains  appointed.  Between  three  and  four  years  ago  an  enlargement  was  made  in  the 
Belfast  asylum,  and  in  the  plan  sent  in  to  the  Board  was  included  a chapel  for  divine 
service,  at  which  the  Board  on  their  meeting  took  alarm.  The  plans  had  been  sent  down 
to  them,  and,  upon  seeing  this,  they  at  once  protested  against  having  a chapel  erected. 

They  remonstrated  strongly,  and  entered  into  a resolution  on  the  subject,  which  they  sent 
up  to  Dublin,  and  correspondence  took  place.  Concurrently  with  this,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
appointed  throe  chaplains,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Inspectors,  upon  the  grounds  I 
have  previously  stated.  These  appointments,  and  the  plan  for  the  chapel,  as  I have  said, 
excited  their  opposition.  They  again  met  and  protested  strongly  against  the  proceeding,  and 
they  memorialed  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  beg  that  he  would  receive  a deputation  from  them 
on  the  subject.  A deputation  came  up  from  the  Board  and  was  received.  The  chaplains  were 
appointed  by  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  the  Governors.resisted 
their  admission  to  the  asylum.  When  Lord  Clarendon  left  this  country,  and  Lord  Eglinton 
arrived,  the  Governors  immediately  memorialed  him,  and  sought  au  interview,  which  was 
granted.  Four  or  five  of  the  Governors  attended  on  the  occasion  of  the  interview.  Lord 
Eglinton  consulted  the  two  Inspectors,  learned  their  opinions,  and  heard  the  case  on  both 
sides ; the  result  was,  that  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  Lord  Clarendon,  and  ratified 
the  appointment  of  the  chaplains.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Governors  gave  directions 
to  the  resident  manager,  who  is  a medical  man,  not  to  admit  the  chaplains  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  divine  service ; but  that  he  might  admit  them  if  they  were  required  in  an 
urgent  case.  And  so  the  question  stood  over  in  that  state  until  another  Lord  Lieutenant 
came,  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans ; he  was  a very  short  time  here  when  the  Governors  adopted  a 
similar  course  to  that  they  had  taken  with  previous  viceroys,  and  they  memorialed  him  to 
grant  an  interview.  The  deputation  came  up  to  Dublin,  and  Lord  St.  Germans  sent  for 
the  Inspectors;  the  deputation  from  the  Governors  and  the  Inspectors  met  in  the  presence 
of  his  Excellency.  The  Governors  stated  their  case  against  the  appointment  of  chaplains, 
aud  the  Inspectors  supported  their  view  in  favour  of  the  appointment.  ITis  Excellency 
heard  the  statements  of  both  parties  with  very  great  patience.  I think  we  were  three 
hours  discussing  it  before  we  left ; and  the  result  was  that  lie,  also,  came  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  his  predecessors  had  arrived  at.  We  were  pressing  the  matter  with  respect 
to  the  chaplains,  and  then  the  question  arose  whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  power  to 
appomt  them  at  all.  The  Governors  refused  paying  the  chaplains,  who  were  not  allowed 
to  perform  divine  service.  The  three  chaplains — the  Protestant-,  Presbyterian,  and  Roman 
Catholic — were  ordered  to  be  paid  £50  a year  each.  They  were  no't  allowed  to  officiate. 

They  applied  for  their  salaries,  and  the  Board  said  they  would  not  pay  them.  When  they 
were  urged  to  permit  the  chaplains  to  perform  divine  service  in  the  asylum,  they  consulted 
legal  gentlemen,  and  were  advised  to  resist  the  appointments,  and  to  state  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  had  no  power  to  make  them  at  all.  The  question  was  argued,  and  after  con- 
siderable.litiga-tion,  it  was  ultimately  referred  to  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench;  the  result  of 
their  decision  is,  that  the  chaplains  appointed  to  the  Belfast  Asylum  are  not  acting. 

379.  I believe  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  has  sanctioned  rules  relative  to  the 
duties  of  chaplains  ? — Yes. 

380.  Those  duties  cannot,  of  course,  be  performed  in  the  Belfast  Asylum  in  consequence 
of  what  you  have  stated  ? — No. 

381.  In  the  Belfast  Asylum  do  any  clergymen  attend  voluntarily  to  perform  divine  Clergymen  refused 
service? — No.  I should  say  they  offered  themselves  and  were  refused.  The  Catholic  admittance, 
clergyman  performed  divine  service  for  some  time,  and  was  afterwards  refused  admission 

to  do  so. 

382.  Is  there  any  religious  prayer,  that  you  are  aware  of,  read  for  the  inmates  on  the 
oabbath  in  that  asylum  ? — Whether  the  prayers  are  read  now,  I am  not  aware ; I have  not 
inspected  it  lately ; my  colleague  has.  But  the  manager,  I can  state,  was  in  the  habit  of 
reading  prayers  indiscriminately  for  such  of  the  inmates  as  were  capable  of  appreciating  or 
understanding  him;  and  he  read  prayers  constantly — if  not  daily,  certainly  on  the  Sabbath 
™y— to  such  persons;  his  wife  also  did  the  same  for  the  females.  The  resident  physician’s 
wife  is  matron.  I should  state  that  the  manager,  as  medical  man,  and  his  wife,  as  matron 
of  the  institution,  were  all  through  against  the  introduction  of  chaplains  into  it. 

383.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  importance,  or  otherwise,  of  having  chaplains 
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attached  to  the  district  asylums? — I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I think  it  is  one  of 
the  links  in  the  chain  of  curative  measures ; it  is  most  important  according  to  my  expe- 
rience. . , 

384.  Are  there  not  many  inmates  who  at  times,  although  labouring  under  insanity  in 
some  respects,  are  fully  capable  of  appreciating  religions  instruction  ? — There  are  some 
fully  capable  of  appreciating  it. 

38/5.  Are  the  inmates  of  the  Belfast  Asylum  supplied  with  any  hooks  of  devotion  or 
other  pious  works  ? — I am  aware  that  several  have  Prayer-books  and  Bibles  in  the  asylum. 

386.  Are  you  aware  whether  those  books  were  selected  for  their  use  by  the  Governors 
or  manager,  or  whether  they  were  furnished  by  the  friends  of  the  inmates  or  brought  by 
the  parties  themselves  into  the  institution  ? — My  impression  is,  that  they  arc  not  furnished 
by  the  Board  or  the  manager.  I cannot  be  positive  as  to  the  books ; the  manager  may 
supply  them,  but  there  is  no  general  rule  there  for  supplying  them  as  there  is  in  other 
asylums. 

387.  With  the  two  exceptions  of  Armagh  and  Belfast,  there  are  chaplains  to  all  the 
other  asylums  ? — There  are. 

388.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the  existence  of  such  officers  has  been  of  advan- 
tage or  otherwise  to  the  institutions  and  the  inmates  ? — I consider  a great  advantage. 

389.  I believe  there  were  other  asylums  besides  Armagh  and  Belfast  which,  until  the 
last  few  years,  had  not  chaplains'? — Yes. 

390.  Would  you  state  those  asylums? — Clonmel,  Londonderry,  Carlow,  and  Limerick, 
but  they  have  had  them  some  years  now ; at  first  they  had  not. 

391.  In  the  case  of  Londonderry  or  of  Clonmel,  or  the  other  asylums  to  which  you  have 
referred,  did  the  Governors  resist  the  appointment  of  chaplains  ? — In  Derry  and  Clonmel 
they  did ; at  first  they  did  so  in  Derry,  and  it  is  very  singular  that  Dr.  Bogan,  the  physi- 
cian, was  against  their  appointment.  They,  however,  ultimately  appointed  three  chaplains, 
Presbyterian,  Protestant,  and  Catholic;  and  I can  refer  to  a letter  from  Dr.  Bogan, 
after  a lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  during  which  time  the  clergy  bad  carried  on  their 
ministrations,  in  which  he  expresses  his  high  approval  of  the  result,  states  that  they 
are  working  well,  and  ever  since  we  have  had  testimonies  from  the  manager  and  officers 
of  the  beneficial  results  of  the  appointments. 

392.  Was  that  the  case  in  Clonmel  likewise  ? — It  was.  In  Clonmel  we  met  with  some 
opposition  from  the  Board  ; ultimately  they  agreed,  and  we  got  the  chaplains  appointed. 
Since  that  time  we  have  been  working  very  well  together ; but  this  Belfast  case  lias  renewed 
the  question,  and  some  members  adverse  to  having  chaplains  in  the  institution  have  refused 
to  pay  the  chaplains  in  the  last  half  year. 

393.  What  is  usually  paid  to  the  chaplains  of  these  institutions? — Except  in  Richmond, 
where  they  have  £100,  and  in  others  £80  a-year,  I think,  in  the  rest,  £50  a-year  is  the 
largest  salary,  and  £25  a-year  the  minimum. 

394.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylums  usually  attend  divine  worship  ? — 
We  generally  order  a return  from  the  chaplains  of  the  number  attending,  and  I would  say 
that  certainly  more  or  very  nearly  one-half  of  the  inmates  in  the  asylums  attend. 

395.  And  are  capable  of  benefiting  by  such  attendance ?- -Fully  capable;  so  much  so, 
that  there  are  many  of  the  Catholic  inmates  returned  as  receiving  communion,  and  the 
statements  respecting  them  are  highly  gratifying.  The  patients  look  forward  with  great 
anxiety  to  the  Sabbath  day  for  the  divine  service. 

396.  I think  you  stated  that  at  times  where  there  are  no  chaplains,  the  inmates  have 
complained  of  not  receiving  religious  ministrations  ? — They  have. 

397.  Have  these  complaints  been  frequent? — Latterly  they  have  ceased,  but  I remember 
that  in  Belfast,  Derry,  and  Armagh  there  were  complaints  of  the  kind,  and  1 think  that 
before  the  appointment  of  chaplains  in  one  or  two  of  the  other  asylums  similar  complaints 
were  made. 

398.  In  cases  where  there  are  no  chaplains,  do  the  inmates  attend  any  places  of  worship 
outside  the  asylum  ? — Very  few  are  brought  out.  There  was  a proposal  made,  in  one  or 
two  of  the  asylums,  to  take  out  a certain  number  every  Sunday,  but  there  was  an  objection 
against  taking  out  any. 

399.  Does  your  answer  apply  to  the  asylums  in  Belfast  and  Armagh? — I am  not  now 
prepared  to  say  whether  they  are  brought  out  from  these  asylums. 

400.  Is  there  any  regulation  in  the  Belfast  Asylum  which  would  prevent  their  going 
out  if  they  required  to  be  taken  out  ? — There  is  no  direct  rule.  I should  state  that  the 
visiting  physician.  Dr.  M'Cormack,  who  is  adverse  to  having  chaplains,  proposed  that  a 
certain  number  should  be  brought  out  every  Sunday  to  prayers.  This  was  objected  to,  as 
bringing  them  through  the  town  would  involve  too  much  excitement  for  them.  On  one 
occasion  that  I was  at  the  Board  I objected  to  this,  and  it  was  objected  to  by  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  and  the  officers  of  the  asylum. 

401.  You  stated  that  there  were  three  chaplains  appointed  to  the  Belfast  Asylum, 
that  arrangement  arose  from  the  necessity  of  providing  for  Presbyterian,  Protestant,  and 
Roman  Catholic  inmates  ? — Certainly. 

402.  Are  the  numbers  professing  these  respective  religions  considerable  in  the  asylum  ? 
— They  are  about  equal.  I should  say  that  there  are  Presbyterian  ministers  memSers^of 
the  Board,  who  are  the  heads  of  three  divisions  of  the  Presbyterian  body;  and  they  felt 
great  jealousy,  in  the  first  instance,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Edgar,  at  the  appointment 
of  only  one  Presbyterian  clergyman.  They  said,  if  you  appoint  one  Presbyterian  chaplain, 
you  must  appoint  two  more,  for  we  here  represent  two  more  divisions  of  that  community  ; 
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there  are  Moravians  here.  In  fact,  they  made  out  that  there  should  be  seven  chaplains,  Dublin. 
and  that  was  one  of  their  arguments  for  not  having  chaplains  at  all.  - malic 

403.  On  your  inspection  of  the  asylums,  do  you  ascertain  whether  any  system  of  coercion  'au/IZs—  General 

is  in  practice  therein,  and  the  result  of  it  ? — We  do.  The  only  system  of  coercion  prac-  Slate  of  Asylums 
tised  is  that  of  the  strait  waistcoat,  muffs,  and  straps.  ^ ‘"‘d  L'maaJ- 

404.  Where  such  system  of  coercion  exists,  what  have  you  found  to  be  the  result? — Francis  White,  Esq., 
There  is  a variety  of  opinions  on  that  point ; generally  speaking,  neither  strait  waistcoat,  piCStrajnt 

muffs,  nor  straps  are  used. 

405.  Where  a system  of  non-coercion  exists,  what  have  you  found  to  bo  the  result  ? — 

I found  the  result  of  that  to  be  very  successful  and  very  satisfactory. 

406.  Have  you  found  that  the  system  of  classification  or  non-classification  of  patients  Classification  of 
prevails  in  the  asylums  generally? — It  prevails  to  a certain  extent— in  some  asylums  more  Paticnts- 
than  others.  It  is  very  desirable  to  have  minute  classification,  if  the  structure  and  arrange- 
ments of  the  asylums  permit  of  it.  In  some  cases  they  do  not  permit  of  it  to  that  extent. 

407.  What  is  the  general  nature  of  the  classification  where  it  prevails  ? — The  general 
nature  of  the  classification  is — first,  acute  cases  on  admission  ; the  next  is  the  convalescent 
and  tranquil  class ; the  third  is  the  refractory  and  dangerous  class.  Also,  in  some  asylums, 
where  epilepsy  is  more  prevaleut  than  in  others,  there  is  an  epileptic  class — epilepsy  of  all 
degrees,  and  the  same  classification  is  on  the  female  as  well  as  on  the  male  side. 

403.  Is  there  a classification  prevailing  in  any  asylum  under  which  idiots  or  imbeciles 
are  kept  distinctly  apart  ? — Yes,  in  one  or  two  asylums ; we  cannot  well  do  it  generally. 

409.  Would  you  consider  such  a separation  desirable  ? — Most  desirable  ; and  wherever 
it  can  be  effected  we  recommend  it. 

410.  State  what  classes  you  comprise  under  the  head  of  imbeciles? — There  are  two 
classes — congenital  idiots,  and  those  who  become  idiots  from  chronic  diseases.  We  cannot 
classify  them  so  minutely  as  that ; they  are  put  together ; for  instance,  an  idiot  boy,  we 
are  obliged  to  keep  in  the  adult  ward.  We  attempt  at  times  to  put  the  epileptic  and 
idiot  class  into  the  same  ward.  That  is  in  consequence  of  our  not  having  structural 
arrangements  sufficient  for  classification. 

411.  Has  the  question  of  the  appropriation  of  certain  portions  of  the  building  for  distinct 
classes  ever  been  brought  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council? — Yes  it  has. 

412.  On  what  occasion,  and  with  what  result? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  rule  upon 
the  point,  but  we  have  often  brought  the  question  under  the  consideration  of  the  Gover- 
nors ; for  instance,  in  building  the  new  asylums;  but  I am  not  aware  of  any  rule  for  classi- 
fying  patients  more  than  what  suggests  itself  to  the  medical  officers  and  inspectors. 

413.  Speaking  of  tho  asylums  generally,  what  proportion  of  incurables  would  you  say  Incurable  cases, 
are  at  present  in  these  asylums  ? — Why,  I think  two-thirds  might  he  put  down  as  incurable, 

and  I think  that  it  is  a very  remarkable  fact,  where  there  are  so  many  epileptic,  idiot,  and 
incurable  cases,  that  fifty-five  per  cent,  of  the  cases  on  the  whole  are  capable  of  employment. 

414.  Is  the  number  of  incurables  in  the  asylums  gradually  augmenting? — Yes;  the 
proportion  is  not  the  same  as  it  was  some  years  ago,  inasmuch  as,  by  the  great  facilities 
latterly  afforded  by  the  erection  of  new  asylums,  we  are  getting  in  a great  many  bad 
cases. 

415.  That  has  been  the  natural  result  of  the  increase  of  the  number  of  the  asylums? — 

Yes. 

416.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  Boards  generally,  with  reference  to  the  discharge  or 
otherwise  of  incurable  cases  ? — They  often  make  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  incurable  cases ; and 
we  may  direct  the  manager  to  write  to  the  families  of  the  parties,  or  their  friends,  and  to 
try  and  have  them  taken  away  by  them,  with  the  view  of  making  room  for  recent  cases. 

We  have  done  that  repeatedly,  and  have  freed  the  asylums  partially  of  such  cases ; but, 
generally,  they  are  left  upon  the  asylum,  and  there  are  many  incurable  cases,  old  chronic 
cases,  that  cannot  be  sent  away.  There  is  no  one  belonging  to  them,  and  it  would  be 
cruel,  in  fact,  to  send  them  out,  though  they  are  perfectly  harmless.  In  some  instances 
we  do  it  in  order  to  throw  them  upon  the  poorhouses ; and  there  is  so  much  unwillingness 
on  the  part  of  the  poorhouse  people  to  receive  them,  that  they  are  sent  back ; but  this  I 
will  say,  that  several  of  what  are  called  incurable  cases  are  most  profitably  employed  in 
the  asylums. 

417.  In  the  case  of  dangerous  lunatics,  who  may  be  incurable,  have  you  found  usually 
the  result,  that  after  they  have  been  discharged  they  again  come  back  to  the  asylums,  in 
consequence  of  committal  by  magistrates  ? — Incurable  dangerous  lunatics  would  not  be 
discharged. 

418.  Is  insanity  on  the  increase  generally  in  Ireland? — We  find  that  it  is  on  the  increase;  Increase  of  insanity, 
for  instance,  I could  show  you  that,  within  the  last  year  and  a-half,  there  has  been  an  f”rd]^^sI>rovision 
increase  of  496  cases  in  the  asylums  under  our  charge. 

419.  I am  talking  of  the  increase  of  insanity  in  Ireland,  without  reference  to  asylums  ? — 

In  my  opinion,  insanity  is  on  the  increase.  I may  mention  that  there  is  an  increase  of 
nearly  500'  in  the  cases  that  came  under  our  inspection. 

420.  You  consider,  therefore,  that  there  exists  a necessity  for  increased  lunatic  accom- 
modation ? — I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  there  is  a necessity ; and,  as  a proof  of  that,  I 
will  mention,  that  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  and  the  new  one  attached  to  it  now 
contain  614  patients,  and  I think  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  vacancies. 

421.  Are  the  asylums  in  Ireland  generally  full? — They  are,  with  the  exception- of  two 
or  three  new  ones ; for  instance,  Omagh  is  not  full ; Mullingar,  Sligo,  and  Killarney  Asylums 
are  not  full. 
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422.  Are  we  to  understand,  therefore,  that  the  lunatic  poor  of  these  respective  districts 
are  entirely  provided  for? — No  ; there  are  very  many  at  large  and  in  the  poorhouses. 

423.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  for  the  removal  of  those  lunatics  who  are  in  the  poor- 
houses  to  the  asylums  of  their  respective  districts  ? — No,  except  those  that  are  dangerous, 
or  such  cases  that  cannot  be  managed  in  the  poorhouses,  and  they  are  removed. 

424.  Why  have  no  steps  been  taken  ? — No  steps  have  been  taken  in  consequence  of  their 
numbers ; they  would  fill  up  the  asylums  to  the  exclusion  of  acute  cases. 

425.  Are  not  the  lunatic  asylums  the  proper  places  of  detention  for  the  lunatic  poor  of 
the  districts,  whether  they  be  dangerous,  unmanageable,  or  otherwise? — Certainly. 

426.  Do  you  consider  the  workhouses  suitable  places  of  detention  for  lunatics,  although 
they  may  not  be  curable  ? — I do  not,  they  have  neither  apartments  nor  appliances  for  such 
classes  of  persons  in  the  poorhouses.  The  apartments  are  very  indifferent,  in  fact  there  is 
no  comfort  for  them  at  all. 

427.  Have  you  any  returns  which  would  show  the  number  of  lunatics  for  whom  additional 
accommodation  is  required  for  the  several  districts  in  Ireland? — I can  furnish  the  Commis- 
sioners with  the  return  of  the  lunatics  in  the  poorhouses  of  Ireland  down  to  a very  late 
date,  and  I can  furnish  them  also  with  the  number  of  wandering  lunatics  not  confined  in 
any  place,  and  who  ought  to  be  confined  in  asylums ; and  I would  now  say  that  the  wan- 
dering class  amounts  to  over  7,000  persons,  and  that  the  poorhouses  at  present  contain 
2,000  lunatics. 

428.  In  what  way  is  the  removal  of  recent  cases  from  the  workhouses  to  the  asylums 
insured? — It  is  understood  that  there  is  generally  an  application  from  the  poorhouse  to 
the  Governors  to  admit  the  patients  into  the  asylum.  That  application  js  laid  before  the 
Board,  who  give  an  order  for  the  transmission  of  the  lunatic ; and  the  attendant  of  the 
workhouse,  if  it  is  some  distance  off,  comes  with  the  party,  or,  if  it  is  necessary,  the 
attendant  from  the  asylum  is  sent,  and  there  is  every  care  taken  in  the  transmission. 

429-  Have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  laid  down  any  rules  or  regulations  relative  to 
the  transmission  of  those  lunatics  from  workhouses  to  asylums? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 
There  is  one  practice  we  find  we  have  to  contend  with  respecting  the  poorhouses,  and  that 
occurs  when  a lunatic,  who  may  be  enraged  by  the  other  paupers  in  the  place,  becomes 
outrageous,  and  breaks  windows,  or  commits  similar  violence.  The  objectionable  course  is 
adopted  in  some  of  the  poorhouses,  of  the  master,  or  the  nurse,  or  whoever  witnessed  this 
ebullition,  going  before  a magistrate  to  have  the  party  committed  as  a dangerous  lunatic, 
and  sent  to  gaol. 

430.  Is  there  any  duty  resting  upon  any  officer  of  a workhouse  to  take  measures  for  the 
removal  of  lunatics  from  it  to  an  asylum? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  We  have  written 
repeatedly  as  to  the  practice  of  committing  these  poor  creatures  as  dangerous  lunatics  to 
gaol. 

431.  Do  yon  and  your  colleague  visit  annually  each  of  the  workhouses  in  Ireland? — I 
think,  generally  speaking,  we  do.  1 will  not  say  we  inspect  all ; but  we  do  inspect  those 
which  contain  bad  cases,  or  that  are  crowded ; we  invariably  visit  those. 

432.  Are  you  aware  that  any  patients  are  refused  admission  into  district  asylums  from 
the  want  of  room  ? — Certainly. 

433.  Are  there  cases  of  lunatic  poor  kept  in  detention  in  workhouses  or  gaols  ? — Yes ; for 
instance  in  Carlow,  Londonderry,  Clonmel,  and  Maryborough. 

434.  How  do  you  propose  that  the  necessary  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  of 
Ireland  should  be  provided? — I have  considered  that  question  very  much,  and  in  our 
last  Report  we  recommended  that  additional  buildings  be  attached  or  erected  near  the 
existing  asylums  of  a plain  kind ; one  story  to  consist  of  dormitories  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  additional  number  in  the  district,  these  we  intended  for  the  incurable, 
the  filthy,  epileptic,  and  idiot  class.  We  considered  that  an  arrangement  of  that  kind, 
in  such  of  the  districts  where  they  are  pressed  for  room — for  instance,  in  Carlow,  Clonmel, 
Londonderry,  and  Maryborough — would  be  advisable.  We  recommended,  as  I have 
stated,  additional  buildings  to  be  attached  to  the  asylums,  to  be  of  a plain  description,  and 
to  go  a good  deal  at  the  rere  of  the  existing  ones,  or  detached  if  they  cannot  be  connected 
with  them.  I think  that  would  be  a very  excellent  arrangement  for  providing  for  an 
additional  number  of  lunatics  in  these  districts,  and  would  enable  you  to  have  existing 
asylums  appropriated  more  for  curative  purposes,  as  the  chronic  and  incurable  cases  should 
be  removed  to  the  additional  buildings.  This,  I think,  would  be  a far  more  beneficial  measure 
than  what  has  been  proposed  twice  in  Parliament;  first  in  1804,  and  next  by  a Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1843 — namely,  to  erect  four  provincial  asylums  for  the 
chronic  incurable  cases.  That  was  proposed,  and  was  very  feasible  in  appearance ; but 
there  was  such  a contrariety  of  opinion  between  grand  juries,  boards  of  governors,  and 
other  parties,  as  to  the  propriety  of  it,  that  we  found  it  impossible  to  follow  it  up,  and 
it  was  from  that  the  proposal  emanated  for  the  erecting  new  district  asylums  and  extending 
some  others.  We  thought  that  would  meet  a good  deal  of  the  exigencies  or  wants  of 
districts,  but  we  did  not  hold  in  view  that  the  lunatics  of  the  poorhouses  should  be 
provided  for  by  that  increased  accommodation ; we  looked  forward  to  future  arrange- 
ments  for  that ; and  now  having  found  out  that  there  is  a great  number  unprovided  lor  in 
all  the  districts,  particularly  in  those  I have  mentioned,  we  do  propose  the  erection  of 
such  additions  as  I have  described. 

435.  Do  you  consider  that  there  are  any  districts  in  Ireland  which  are  at  present  of  such 
extent  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  establish  more  asylums  and  form  new  districts  ? — I 
think  so. 
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436.  State  those  districts  ? — I tlnnk  that  two  asylums  in  the  province  of  Connaught  are  Dunn* 

not  sufficient  for  it ; and,  as  you  will  see  in  one  of  the  Reports,  I originally  pointed  out  — - ' 

the  necessity  of  having  an  asylum  either  at  Ballina  or  at  Castlebar.  Having  looked  more  J"fcfnrs  of  Lunatic 
minutely  into  it,  I now  think  an  asylum  would  he  necessary  in  Castlebar.  °I  find  that,  if  ^iuToTSuZ 

there  was  another  asylum  there  to-morrow,  there  would  bo  150  cases  ready  to  "o  into  it,  and 'Lunacy. 

there  are  77  cases,  for  instance,  from  the  county  Mayo  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum,  and  brands' White,  Esq., 
these,  with  the  lunatics  in  the  poorhouses  and  the  gaols,  would  make  up  the  number  I F-U  C S T- 
have  stated. 

437.  Is  the  Ballinasloc  Asylum  now  full  ?— It  is  not  quite  full ; there  are,  I suppose,  Asvlum  accom mo- 

thirty  or  forty  vacancies  yet.  datum  fal Conuaught. 

43S.  With  this  number  of  lunatic  poor  unprovided  for,  how  does  it  happen  that  there 
arc  forty  vacancies  in  the  Ballinasloc  Asylum  ’—Because  no  steps  have  been  taken  to 
remove  the  lunatics  from  the  poorhouses. 

439.  Arc  we  to  understand,  therefore,  there  are  not  lunatic  wandering  poor  who  ought 
to  be  admitted  to  these  vacant  beds  ’—There  are,  certainly.  There  are  at  present  in  the 
Ballinasloe  Asylum  303  patients,  and  it  is  capable  of  accommodating  340.  No  applications 
are  made,  or  there  may  be  applications  on  the  books  for  the  next  Board  meeting.  There 
is  no  asylum  in  Ireland  into  which  patients  arc  so  freely  admitted. 

440.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  great  distance  of’ the  county  Mayo  from  the  asylum 

prevents  other  applications  being  made  for  admission  from  tiiat  county  ? I am. 

441.  Is  there  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes  to  send  their  lunatic 
•friends  or  relations  to  an  asylum  ’ — 1 do  not  think  there  is,  except  with  the  very  harmless 
and  idiot  class ; they  arc  generally  favoured  by  the  poor,  who  keep  them  at  home ; but 
any  violent  or  bad  case  of  lunacy,  they  are  most  anxious  to  send  to  an  asylum ; in  fact,  I 
would  say,  generally,  they  feel  no  reluctance  in  sending  them. 

442.  Do  you  suppose  thcro  are  not  lunatic  poor  within  the  district  immediately  adjoining 
Ballinasloe,  who  might  be  placed  in  the  asylum,  and  who  yet  have  not  applied  for  admi£ 
sion? — I think  it  is  very  possible. 

443.  Do  you  think  there  ought  to  he  an  alteration  in  the  law  with  reference  to  the 
•removal  of  lunatics  or  idiots  of  the  poorer  classes  to  the  asylums? — I think  at  present  the 
law  works  very  well.  Whenever  friends  wish  to  have  a lunatic  put  into  an  asylum,  if  there 
is  a vacancy,  they  apply,  and  ho  is  admitted. 

444.  Has  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  been  full  since  the  opening  of  the  Sligo  Asylum  ? — No. ' 

445.  Has  the  number  you  have  stated — namely,  from  thirty  to  forty  vacancies — been  the 
average  number  of  vacancies  since  that  period  ? — I think  there  have  been  more  vacancies. 

446.  Are  we  to  understand  that  there  arc  no  cases  in  the  poorhouses  of  Mayo,  Galway, 
or  Roscommon,  which  might  properly  bo  removed  to  the  asylum  ? — There  are  cases. 

447.  If  there  were  a lunatic  asylum  established  at  Castlebar,  or  any  other  place  in  the 
county  Mayo,  do  you  think  the  lunatic  poor  in  the  county,  now  not  in  an  asylum, ' would 
be  sent  to  it? — Ido. 

448.  Do  you  think  the  erection  of  such  an  asylum  would  immediately  lead  to  a still 
greater  reduction  in  the  number  in  the  Ballinasloc  Asylum? — Certainly  ; thez-e  are  seventy- 
seven  cases  from  the  county  Mayo  in  that  asylum,  and  the  transferring  of  that  number  to 
another  asylum,  would  reduce  the  number  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  considerably,  and 
such  an  arrangement  would  meet  the  exigencies  of  Connaught  altogether. 

449.  When  was  the  Sligo  asylum  opened  ? — About  two  years  since. 

450.  Have  you  since  felt  it  your  duty  to  inspect  the  workhouses  and  gaols  in  the 
counties  of  Galway,  Mayo,  and  Roscommon,  with  a view  to  the  removal  of  lunatics  to  the 
Ballinasloe  Asylum  ? — Wc  have. 

451.  And  have  all  the  lunatics  in  these  workhouses  and  gaols,  that  you  considered  proper 
cases  for  admission,  been  removed  to  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  ? — Not  all ; those  in  the  gaols 
have  been  removed  to  Ballinasloe,  but  there  is  not  a day  in  the  week  passes  by  that  there 
arc  not  fresh  cases.  At  the  time  we  took  particular  care  in  having  the  gaol  cases  down 
to  that  time  removed,  but  we  have  not  done  so  with  respect  to  those  in  the  poorhouses. 

452.  Does  the  existence  of  a considerable  number  of  vacancies  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum 
prove  that  the  insane  poor  of  that  district  are  properly  provided  for? — I am  certain  that 
there  arc  several,  if  application  was  made  for  them,  would  be  admitted,  and  would  be  fit 
cases.  It  certainly  does  not  prove  that  they  are  fully  provided  for. 

453.  Has  a magistrate  any  power  under  the  existing  law  to  send  a wandering  lunatic  to 
■an  asylum,  who  has  not  been  committed  as  a dangerous  lunatic? — No. 

454.  I believe  you  recommended,  some  years  since,  that  three  asylums  should  be  erected 
in  the  province  of  Connaught  ? — I did. 

455.  Ou  that  occasion  it  was  determined  only  to  erect  one  additional  asylum  ? — Yes. 

456.  Have  you  since  recommended  that  vour  original  proposition  should  be  carried 
out  ? — I have  not. 

457.  Will  you  state  the  circumstances  as  connected  with  the  wants  of  the  Carlow  Circumstances  of 
district? — We  considered  that  the  Carlow  Asylum  required  enlargement,  in  consequence  Cavlow District, 
of  the  great  pressure  of  cases  for  admission,  and  there  have  been  repeated  remonstrances 

from  the  county  of  Wexford  (which  forms  one  of  the  counties  of  the  district),  as  to  the 
impossibility  of  getting  cases  into  the  Carlow  Asylum.  Of  late  the  Grand  Jury  and  the 
leading  gentry  of  that  county  have  memorialed  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  allow  them  to  have 
■an  asylum  erected  in  their  own  county,  and  the  prayer  of  their  memorial  was  under  con- 
■eideration ; but  in  consequence  of  the  Commissioners  sent  over  to  inquire  into  matters 
■connected  with  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  new  asylums  that  have  been  erected,  and,  in 
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consequence  of  this  new  Commission  now  sitting,  the  thing  lies  in  abeyance  until  it  is 
known  what  proposition  will  emanate  from  this  Commission. 

458.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Privy  Council  have  made  an  order  for  the  establishment  of 
an  additional  asylum  ? — I am  not  aware  they  actually  made  an  order. 

459.  Is  the  Carlow  Asylum  at  present  quite  full  ? — It  is. 

460.  Have  you  recently  inspected  the  workhouses  and  gaols  in  the  counties  of  Kildare. 
Carlow,  and  Wexford  ? — I have  not  done  so  with  respect  to  Wexford.  I have  inspected 
those  in  Carlow  and  Kildare.  Dr.  Nugent  has  inspected  in  the  county  Wexford,  and  some 
in  Kildare  and  Carlow.  Jointly  we  have  inspected  them  in  the  three  counties. 

461.  Has  the  result  of  this  inspection  shown,  that  there  are  many  cases  in  the  workhouses 
and  gaols  fit  for  admission  to  the  lunatic  asylum  ? — I consider  so.  I should  state,  that  in  the 
gaols  of  Carlow  and  Kildare  there  are  not  lunatics,  but  in  those  of  Wexford  there  are  several. 

462.  Do  you  consider  that  the  additional  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  by  the 
establishment  of  a district  asylum  or  the  enlargement  of  the  asylum  at  Carlow '? — 1 think 
it  would  be  preferable  to  have  a separate  asylum  rather  than  an  enlargement  to  the  Carlow 
Asylum.  I am  certain  Wexford  would  require  a separate  asylum  as  much  as  Kilkenny. 

463.  What  is  the  accommodation  of  the  Carlow  Asylum? — There  are  198  patients  at 
this  moment  in  Carlow  Asylum  ? — I think  that  is  too  much  ; it  is  crowded. 

464.  Has  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  additional  asylum  for  Wexford  been  at 
all  influenced  by  the  distance  of  the  county  from  Carlow  ? — Yes,  and  by  tho  fact  that 
lunacy  is  more  prevalent  in  that  county  than  in  any  other. 

465.  Do  you  consider  that  the  additional  accommodation  required  in  the  Carlow  district 
could  be  suitably  provided  by  the  addition  of  a cheaper  building,  to  which  you  have 
referred,  in  connexion  with  that  asylum  ? — I think  it  could.  By  the  extension  of  the 
Carlow  Asylum  you  could  accommodate  the  Wexford  cases. 

466.  For  how  many  would  you  propose  that  the  new  asylum  in  Wexford  should  he 
built  ? — I would  build  no  new  asylum  for  less  than  200;  and  as  I have  stated  in  former 
reports,  I would  have  it  built  so  as  to  admit  of  extension  for  the  accommodation  of  fifty  or 
100  more. 

467.  Is  there  any  other  district  where  the  number  of  lunatic  poor  are  unprovided  for,  which 
seems  to  you  to  call  for  additional  accommodation? — There  is  Donegal,  in  the  Londonderry 
district. 

468.  Is  Londonderry  Asylum  at  present  full? — It  is. 

469-  What  arrangements  would  you  propose  in  that  district  with  a view  to  provide  the 
required  additional  accommodation? — 1 would  propose  either  an  extension  of  the  building 
in  the  way  I have  alluded  to  in  connexion  with  the  Londonderry  Asylum,  or  the  erection 
of  a separate  asylum  in  Donegal,  which  has  been  applied  for  by  half  the  Grand  Jury,  the 
other  half  dissenting. 

470.  Which  of  the  two  plans  would  you  consider,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  more  desirable  to  be  adopted  ? — I think  a separate  asylum  the  more  desirable. 

471.  Is  there  any  other  district,  the  accommodation  in  which  is  insufficient  for  the 
lunatic  poor  ? — Clonmel. 

472.  Clonmel  is  the  asylum  for  the  whole  county  of  Tipperary  ? — Yes. 

473.  In  what  manner  would  you  propose  that  additional  accommodation  should  be 
provided  in  this  district  ? — I would  propose  the  extension  of  the  Clonmel  Asylum.  The 
county  is  divided  into  two  ridings,  the  north  and  south.  It  would  be  more  convenient  and 
better,  1 know,  though  more  expensive,  to  have  another  asylum  at  Nenagh  ; but  on  the 
score  of  economy,  I would  say  the  extension  of  the  Clonmel  Asylum,  as  we  proposed  in 
our  report,  would  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  county. 

474.  Is  the  construction  and  position  of  the  Clonmel  Asylum  such  as  would  admit  of  the 
accommodation  being  provided  in  the  manner  you  proposed? — I think  it  would  admit  of 
the  additional  accommodation  being  provided. 

475.  Is  any  additional  accommodation  required  for  the  Dublin  district? — Yes,  I would 
propose  the  erection  of  an  asylum  for  the  chronic,  incurable  cases,  to  include  epileptic 
imbeciles,  and  idiots,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  for  all  classes  belonging  to  the 
district.  The  building  to  be  erected  in  a cheap  form,  something  similar  to  what  we  have 
described  in  our  report,  and  to  consist  principally  of  dormitories  with  a few  single  apart- 
ments. I consider  that  the  wants  of  the  district  of  Dublin  require  such  an  institution  as 
this,  in  order  to  give  facilities  for  the  curing  of  acute  cases  in  the  new  Richmond  institution. 

476.  Would  you  propose  that  this  new  asylum  should  be  in  immediate  contiguity  to  the 
existing  asylum  ? — It  might  be. 

477.  Such  buildings  as  you  refer  to,  if  not  in  immediate  contiguity  with  other  asylums, 
should  consist  of  a greater  number  of  apartments  than  you  have  specified,  namely,  dormi- 
tories alone  ? — Of  course,  there  must  be  the  other  offices  in  connexion  with  an  asylum. 

478.  So  far  as  regards  the  amount  of  accommodation  to  be  provided  in  such  a building 
when  separate  from  an  existing  asylum,  would  it  not  require  all  that  is  now  necessary  in 
an  asylum  ? — All  the  offices  would  be  required. 

479.  The  economy  of  such  a building  would  materially  depend  upon  the  construction? 
— Yes,  the  economy  of  erection. 

480.  Supposing  the  building  not  to  be  in  immediate  contiguity  with  the  existing  asylum, 
would  not  an  additional  and  distinct  staff  of  officers  be  required  ? — Certainly. 

481.  Do  you  believe  that  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  patients  of  the  classes  to  which 
you  refer  in  such  an  asylum,  would  be  greater  or  less  than  in  the  existing  asylum  ? — Well, 
I think  it  would  be  less ; but  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  as  wishing  to  curtail  the  dietary  of 
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that  class  who,  I think,  ought  to  be  fed  just  as  well  as  the  others;  but  there  are  medical 
extras,  and  other  things,  that  they  do  not  require,  as  in  acute  cases.  I think,  on  the 
whole,  they  might  be  provided  for  more  economically  than  the  acute  cases,  with  fewer 
attendants. 

482.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the  charges  for  the  establishment  are  kept 
separate  from  the  charges  for  maintenance  in  the  accounts  of  each  asylum  ? They  are. 

4S.5.  In  charging'  the  counties  for  maintenance,  is  a county  charged,  a proportion  of  the 
costs  of  the  establishment,  whether  there  be  lunatics  from  it  or  not  in  the  asylum  ?— No 
the  county  cannot  be  charged  unless  there  are  patients  from  it. 

454.  Can  you  state,  generally,  whether  you  consider  the  dietary  given  in  these  asylums 
is  adequate  ?— In  some  asylums  I think  the  dietary  comes  up  to  the  proper  scale. 

455.  You  have  no  power,  as  Inspector,  in  controlling  that ?— No. 

486.  Or  in  any  other  matter  connected  with  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  other 
Governors '? — No  direct  control. 


Dtoux. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
A st/  him  s — General 
State  of  Asylums 
and  Lunacy. 
Francis  TVliite,  Esq., 


Establishment  and 
maintenance 
charges ; dietaries, 
clothing,  bedding, 
attendants,  &c.,  in 
Asylums  generally. 


487.  Docs  the  cost  of  the  dietary  of  patients  vary  in  the  different  asylums? — Yes ; that 
may  be  from  local  circumstances,  and  also  from  the  scale  of  dietary  being  higher  in  some 
districts  than  in  others. 

488.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  patients,  generally,  are  clad  ? — 

Well,  I think  generally  they  are  warmly  and  comfortably  clad,  but  they  are  too  often 
allowed  to  wear  out  their  clothing.  In  that  matter,  there  is  a kind  of  over  economy  on 
the  part  of  Managers  and  Governors.  I would  wish  to  see  the  inmates  better  clad. 

489.  Do  you  consider  the  bedding  and  furniture  sufficiently  good  ? — I think  generally 
they  are ; there  are  some  exceptions  I do  not  approve  of.  There  arc  some  beds  and 
bedsteads  in  our  asylums  that  are  very  uncomfortable,  badly  made  and  selected. 

490.  I believe  you  have  no  control  over  these  matters? — No  immediate  control  over 
these  matters,  except  that  we  suggest  sometimes  the  bed  and  bedding  might  be  of  a better 
description  generally. 

491.  Are  the  wages  given  to  attendants,  in  your  opinion,  generally  sufficient  to  secure 
the  services  of  competent  servants  ? — I think  not. 

492.  The  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  asylums  are  forwarded  to  your  office  ? — They 
are,  and  undergo  a very  strict  investigation. 

493.  Are  you  furnished  with  sufficient  returns  from  the  asylums  of  the  numbers  of  inmates,  . 

&c„  to  enable  you  efficiently  to  check  these  accounts?— We  are  furnished  with  a return  of  the  of  As®* 
numbers — so  many  patients  and  so  many  servants — and  then  an  estimate  is  regularly  formed. 

494.  Practically,  are  the  estimates  furnished  by  the  Governors  reduced  after  inspection 
by  you?  No,  they  are  not.  We  often  find  errors  in  them,  and  we  correct  them,  and 
send  the  accounts  back,  and  we  send  them  down  as  corrected  to  the  Privy  Council  to  be 
passed. 

495.  Have  you  ever  objected  to  distinct  items  in  the  accounts  ? — We  have,  from  time  to 
time. 


496.  Have  the  Privy  Council  acted  on  your  suggestions,  as  regards  the  reduction  of  the 
estimates,  accordingly  ? — Always. 

497.  Amongst  the  institutions  which  you  annually  inspect,  is  a portion  of  the  House  Hardwicke  Cells, 
of  Industry  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  where  lunatics  are  detained,  called  the  Hardwicke 

cells? — Yes. 

498.  Do  you  exercise  the  same  inspection  over  that  establishment  as  over  the  ordinary 
district  asylums  ? — We  always  inspect  it,  and  any  tiling  that  is  wrong  we  set  right,  yet  it 
is  directly  under  the  Poor  Law  authorities. 

499-  Are  entries  made  in  any  books  kept  in  the  institution  of  the  result  of  your  visits  ? — 

I visit  so  frequently,  that  I do  not  always  make  minutes,  but  I often  do  make  them,  and 
have  done  so  within  the  last  week. 

500.  To  whom  do  you  make  representations  of  any  circumstance  you  may  find  deserving 
of  notice  in  this  institution? — To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

50 1.  Am  I to  understand  that  copies  of  your  entries  are  sent  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  ? — Yes.  by  the  Inspector.  Minutes  as  to  any  thing  we  find  fault  with,  we 
always  send. 

502.  Are  the  cases  at  present  detained  in  the  Hardwicke  cells  cases  of  recent  admission, 
or  are  they  old  cases  ? — They  are  old  cases. 

503.  Has  that  arisen  from  the  law  not  permitting  fresh  admissions  to  the  House  of 
Industry  Lunatic  Institution? — Yes. 

504.  Who  has  immediate  authority  on  the  spot  over  this  institution? — The  Governor  of 
the  House  of  Industry,  Dr.  Stewart. 

505.  Have  you  found  a readiness  on  his  part  to  attend  to  any  representations  you 
have  made  with  reference  to  the  inmates  of  the  Hardwicke  cells? — I have. 

506.  Are  you  satisfied,  generally,  with  the  condition  of  that  establishment  ? — No. 

507.  Would  you  think  it  advisable  that  these  lunatics  should  be  transferred  to  a more 
suitable  asylum? — I do;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I have  in  contemplation  what  I told 
you  about  the  new  building  for  such  a class. 

508.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  any  medical  man  to  visit  the  Hardwicke 

cells?— Yes.  ■ 

509.  Are  you  aware  how  often  those  visits  are  made? — I inquired,  and  found  they 

used  not  to  be  made  as  often  as  I should  wish ; they  are  not  made  as  frequently  as  I 
•would  wish.  'i  J 

510.  Is  there  any  rule  obliging  the  medical  attendant  to  visit  the  Hardwicke  cells 
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periodically,  and  if  so,  at  what  intervals  ? — W oil,  I am  not  aware  of  any  rule  of  the  hind. 
The  Ilardwickc  cells,  though  we  inspect  them,  do  not  come  so  immediately  under  our 
observation  as  the  district  asylums ; there  is  a doctor  specially  appointed  to  attend  the 
cells  as  well  as  other  parts  of  this  institution ; but  I remarked  the  inmates  were  not  visited 
as  often  as  I wished. 

oil.  Has  the  establishment  that  recently  existed  at  Island  Bridge,  for  the  detention  of 
lunatics,  been  closed? — Yes. 

512.  llow  have  the  lunatics  who  were  detained  there  been  disposed  of? — Those  that 
belonged  to  the  Dublin  district  were  sent  to  the  .Richmond  Asylum,  and  such  as  were  from 
the  old  House  of  Industry  were  sent  to  the  llavdwicke  cells. 

513.  You  have  hitherto  spoken  of  the  district  asylums.  Your  inspection  of  private 
asylums  is  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  5th  and  6th  Vic.,  cap.  123? — Yes. 

514.  Are  you  in  tlio  habit  of  visiting  these  asylums  once  in  each  year? — Twice  and 
oftencr.  My  colleague  and  myself  pay  these  visits. 

515.  Do  you  make  it  a rule  to  visit  every  part  of  the  house? — Yes. 

51(5.  Do  you  satisfy  yourself  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  as  recards  the 
plan  of  the  building  being  hung  up,  and  as  regards  the  proper  orders  and  certificates  for 
the  admission  of  patients,  and  tire  other  matters,  are  duly  complied  with  ? — I examine 
them ; but  I cannot  say  these  provisions  of  the  Act  are  duly  complied  with. 

517-  Do  you  make  any  entry  on  the  occasion  of  these  visits  of  the  result  of  your 
inspection  in  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose  ? — On  these  half-yearly  visits  we  do  ; but 
there  were  occasions  when  we  took  away  the  hook  and  entered  in  it  what  we  thought  right 
at  our  own  office  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  business. 

518.  On  the  first  of  these  visits  after  the  licensing  period,  do  you  satisfy  yourself  that  the 
licence  has  been  obtained  by  the  proprietor? — We  find  some  difficulties  with  respect  to 
that.  We  find  sometimes  that  they  are  not  taken  out  after  they  are  granted  at  first. 
The  parties  arc  bound  to  pay  a fee  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  that  officer  heretofore 
used  to  be  in  the  habit  of  giving  them  some  time  lev  the  payment ; and  when  we  went  to  an 
asylum  and  did  not  find  the  licence  in  t-lie  hands  of  the  proprietor,  wo  would  on  our  return 
require  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  pay  us  the  amount  received  for  that  licence,  with  a 
view  of  obliging  the  party  to  take  it  out. 

519-  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  such  cases  the  licences  have  no  avail  until  taken  out? — 
1 am. 

520.  Do  yon  inquire  whether  divine  service  is  performed  in  the  institution,  or  any 
religious  aid  given  to  the  patients? — We  do. 

521.  And  do  you  note  in  the  minutes  of  your  visits  that  such  is  the  case  ? — Yes. 

522.  Have  you  much  reason  to  complain  on  that  ground? — Well,  as  to  some  asylums  wo 
have. 

523.  Have  you  inquired  as  to  the  amusements  and  occupations  of  the  patients? — Yes. 

524.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  pay  many  special  visits  to  the  private  asylums  within  the 
last  twelve  months? — Yes;  special  visits. 

525.  Did  you  call  in  the  aid  of  medical  men  on  those  occasions  ? — On  five  or  six  occasions. 

526.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  pay  night  visits  under  the  act  to  private  asylums  ? — No. 

527.  Do  you  feci  it  your  duty  to  make  some  memorandum  in  the  inspection  book  of  an 
asylum  on  the  occasion  of  every  visit? — No  ; not  on  the  occasion  of  every  visit ; but  almost 
on  all  the  occasions  of'  the  half-yearly  visits.  There  arc  also  at  times  private  entries  made 
in  the  patients1  book. 

528.  Do  you  think  the  law  is  sufficient  at  present  with  reference  to  the  mode  in  which 
private  asylums  are  licensed  ? — No  ; I would  say  it  is  defective. 

529.  In  what  respect  ? — In  several  respects.  I think  it  is  objectionable  to  leave  it  to 
magistrates. 

530.  That  refers  to  the  original  licences  ? — Yes. 

531.  Are  not  copies  of  the  minutes  made  by  the  Inspectors  laid  before  the  magistrates 
previous  to  any  subsequent  licence  being  granted  ? — They  are,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

532.  In  case  of  a licence  being  originally  granted,  what  steps  do  the  magistrates  take  to 
inform  themselves  of  the  suitability  of  the  establishment,  the  character  of  the  person 
applying,  and  the  suitability  of  the  accommodation  ? — Plans  are  laid  before  them,  and 
also  letters,  if  the  party  can  get  them,  as  to  character,  from  respectable  persons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  generally  from  professional  persons,  and  a map  is  laid  before  the 
magistrates,  showing  that  there  is  accommodation  for  so  many  persons.  The  applicants, 
often  apply  to  the  Inspectors  to  give  them  a letter  as  to  character,  and  in  some  cases  we  did 
inspect  aud  certify  accordingly ; but  the  Act  does  not  require  us  to  do  any  such  thing. 

533.  There  is  no  certificate  required  from  the  Inspectors  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  estab- 
lishment ? — No,  not  prior  to  the  granting  of  an  original  licence. 

534.  Is  there  any  inquiry  made  by  the  magistrate  as  to  the  pecuniary  means  of  the 
person  who  is  applying  for  the  licence  to  have  such  an  establishment  ? — I am  not  aware  that 
there  is. 

535.  Are  all  the  visits  paid  annually  by  each  Inspector  included  in  the  returns  made  to 
us  ? — They  are. 

536.  Are  you  and  your  colleague  adequate  to  perform  the  duties  of  Inspectors,  as 
required  by  the  Acts  now  in  force? — I think  we  are,  with  the  qualification  I already  men- 
tioned, in  my  evidence,  in  reference  to  an  annual  inspection  of  the  entire  of  the  poorhouses. 

, 537-  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  the  amendment  of  the  law  in  reference  to 
district  asylums  ? — Yes. 
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538.  Would  you  and  your  colleague  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  to  this  Commission  such 
suggestions  as  you  may  wish  to  make  with  reference  to  the  amendment  of  tho  law  with 
regard  to  district  asylums  and  private  licensed  asylums,  and  generally  upon  the  subject  of 
this  inquiry? — Yes. 

John  Nugent,  Esq , m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 


Dublin. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
A sybans — General 
State  of  Asylums 
and  Lunacy. 

J.  Nugent,  Esq., sld. 


539.  I believe  you  are,  jointly  with  Dr.  White,  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  under  the 
8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107  ? — Yes. 

540.  What  control  have  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  over  the  arrangements  made 
with  reference  to  the  formation  of  districts  and  the  erection  of  asylums? — They  have  no 
control  as  to  the  districts ; they  have  tho  power  of  suggesting  to  Government,  and 
Government  has  acted  on  their  suggestions  invariably. 

541.  Are  the  plans  for  lunatic  asylums,  or  for  additions  thereto,  submitted  to  the  Position  of  Inspec- 

Inspectors  previous  to  their  being  carried  out  ? — The  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Inspectors,  '^svlvms.^  £° 

not  with  regard  to  the  erection  of  the  asylums,  but  with  regard  to  the  means  of  ventilation, 

so  far  as  can  be  judged  of  on  the  ground  plan,  also  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the  corridors, 
the  height  of  the  dormitories.  Wo  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  carrying  out  the 
details.  Tho  ground  plan  is  submitted  to  us  specifying  the  certain  number  of  square  feet 
in  each  room,  the  certain  height,  breadth,  and  width  for  corridors,  and  other  matters. 

542.  Does  the  law  provide  that  the  asylums,  when  erected,  shall  be  visited  by  the 
Inspectors,  and  certified  by  them  to  be  fit  for  occupation  previous  to  being  used  ? — No. 

543.  In  point  of  fact,  does  tho  law  arm  you  with  any  authority  as  regards  the  asylums 
previous  to  their  being  used  for  the  reception  of  inmates  ? — It  gives  no  authority. 

544.  What  authority  docs  the  law  give  to  Inspectors  as  regards  the  management  of  Authority  and 
asylums? — Well,  that  is  a very  complicated  question.  I do  not  think  it  gives  to 
Inspectors  any  authoritative  power  at  all. 

545.  Are  the  duties  of  the  Inspector,  as  regards  the  asylums,  therefore,  confined  princi- 
pally to  the  mere  duty  of  inspecting  and  reportiug  ? — Inspecting,  suggesting,  and  reporting. 

546.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Governors  of  the  asylums  desire  that  the  Inspectors 
should  have  some  control  as  to  the  building  arrangements? — Well,  I am  positive  they 
would  desire  it ; and  in  illustration  of  that  I will  give  you  a case.  When  the  Cork 
Asylum  was  built,  the  Chairman  said  to  me,  “ We  will  hold  you  responsible  if  we  take  this 
asylum  from  the  Board  of  Works.” 

547.  The  Board  of  Governors  are  appointed,  I believe,  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Council  ? — By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council. 

548.  Are  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  also  appointed  members  of  tbe  Board? — The  The  Inspectors  as 
Inspectors  of  Asylums  were  not  originally  members  of  the  Boards ; but  on  application  AsyIums.S  ° 
from,  I think,  two  or  three  Boards,  expressing  then-  desire  that  the  Inspectors  should  be 

members,  and  particularly  in  reference  to  tbe  Metropolitan  Asylum  at  Biehmond,  we  were 
made  members  of  tbe  Boards  by  name,  in  the  time,  I think,  of  Lord  Eglinton. 

549.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  the  Inspectors  being 
members  of  tbe'  Boards? — My  opinion  is  this,  that  if  the  Inspectors  -were  not  members 
of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  the  asylums  in  Ireland  would  be  at  a stand  still  occasionally 
from  a deficient  attendance. 

550.  On  what  do  you  found  that  opinion  ?— First,  I have  often  gone  to  asylums  where 
it  was  necessai’y  to  form  one  of  tho  Board  to  constitute  a meeting;  secondly,  in  case  of  any 
improvement  or  alteration  in  tho  arrangements  of  an  institution  the  Governors  consult  the 
Inspector,  whom  they  look  upon  as  one  of  their  own  body,  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  each 
particular  asylum. 

551.  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  Inspector  to  vote  on  these  Boards  ? — I have  been  asked  to 
vote.  I voted  on  three  or  four  occasions.  If  it  comes  to  a question  of  fiscal  business — 
the  expenditure  of  money — I should  not  vote  except  in  my  own  county.  I should  certainly 
vote  on  any  matter  affecting  the  management  of  the  asylum  in  a moral  point  of  view. 

552.  Do  you  consider  that  the  power  given  by  law  to  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  of  sitting  at 
Boards,  but  not  voting,  would  be  sufficient?— No;  I think  giving  a vote  to  the  Inspector 
places  him  more  on  an  equality  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  and  there  is  less  reserve 
between  these  parties.  The  Inspector  goes  in  a regular  manner  to  the  Board,  and  is  there 
left  to  his  own  discretion.  An  ex-officio  man  goes  with  a sort  of  authority. 

553.  You  have  stated  that  the  Boards  are  but  indifferently  attended? — I do  not  mean 
to  say  generally.  I could  adduce  various  instances  of  bad  attendance  on  Boards — as  at 
Waterford,  where  there  was  a very  bad  attendance.  At  Kilkenny,  on  the  last  Board  day, 
there  were  only  three  to  form  a quorum.  At  the  Biehmond  Metropolitan  Asylum,  there 
would  be  frequently  no  Board  at  all  if  the  Inspector  did  not  attend.  At  Ballinasloe  there 
is  a small  attendance.  At  Mullingar  a very  efficient  Board  attends ; still,  since  that 
asylum  was  opened,  there  has  hardly  been  a meeting  formed  without  the  presence  of 
one  of  the  Inspectors. 

554.  Is  the  attendance  at  the  Board  at  all  influenced  by  the  distance  at  which  the 
Governors  may  reside  from  the  place  of  meeting  ? — W ell,  taking  Dublin  as  an  instance,  I 
should  say  not.  Where  there  is  an  asylum  situated  in  a country  part,  and  not  in  the 
vicinity  of  a town,  we  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  get  gentlemen  of  rank  and  position  who 
reside  as  near  to  the  asylum  as  possible  appointed  Governors;  at  the  same  time  not 
neglecting  the  different  baronies  throughout  the  district. 

555.  Is  it  not  possible  the  knowledge  that  two  official  gentlemen  belong  to  these 
Boards,  one  or  other  of  whom  may  be  expected  to  attend  on  each  occasion,  and  correct 
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any  proceedings  they  think  objectionable,  may  influence  the  ordinary  Governors  to  absent 
Inspectorsof  Znmiic  f “nselres  from  the  meetings?-!  should  say  not,  for  this  simple  reason,  they  do  not 
jQl,mJ.G,nc,ol  h»°w  whether  the  Inspectors  can  attend  or  not.  There  are  sixteen  district  asylums  in 
State  of  Asi/lums  Ireland,  and  the  Inspectors  cannot  attend  at  them  all  J 

01,6  °tllel'  B°”'d  ““  1”°nth  W thiuIi  1 a“™dad 1«t  year 

55“.  Do  yon  consider  that  the  position  of  the  Inspector,  or  his  authority,  is  in  any 
degree  diminished  by  his  sitting  at  these  Boards?— Not  in  the  slightest.  7 

* 5|3' J^°.se  Eoai:4a  Ijeing  the  bodies  who  govern  the  asylums  of  whicli  lie  is  the  Inspec- 
tor . Not  in  the  slightest  I will  prove  that  by  adducing  facts  to  show  that  the  presence 
of  the  Inspector  does  not  influence  the  Board  one  way  or  the  other  d 

559.  Does  the  attendance  at  these  Boards  interfere  with  the  other  duties  properly 
belonging  to  an  Inspector  ?— I think  it  amongst  the  most  useful  parts  of  our  business  7 

560.  How  is  the  attendance  at  Boards  a portion  of  the  duties  of  inspection  ?— In  this 
way : I do  not  suppose,  that,  on  an  average,  one  Governor  out  of  seven  who  attends  the 
Boaid  ever  sets  his  feet  inside  the  corridors  of  an  asylum  within  the  year.  The  Inspectors 
always  go  round ; and  a frequent  question  to  the  Inspectors  is,  “ Well,  gentlemen,  have  you 
been  through  the  house  t Is  there  any  suggestion  from  you  we  could  approve  of  ?”  Y 

06 1 ould  not  such  an  inspection  as  you  refer  to  be  more  effectually  conducted  by  the 
°13  S°mS  t0  asylums  upon  occasions  that  they  were  not  expected,  than  by  their 
°°!  ? on  days  when  their  presence  at  the  Board  might  naturally  be  anticipated?— My 
opi“?n  tha‘  “ would  ;lot  i one  inspection  does  not  interfere  with  the  other!  3 

. 5d  ,T“?  Inspectors,  I presume,  take  full  part  in  the  proceedings  as  regards  the  admis- 
into  the  Bicwfd  °A  1.lmatICS?— Yes ; I suppose  my  entries  for  the  reception  of  patients 
the  casL^i  detaU  7 m0r6  than  thoBe  of  “V  othe1’  Governor.  I examine 

®®3'  “>*  *»  hspootois,  as  memhers  of  Boards,  liable  to  he  overruled,  and  made 

dX!  ?01-phe  f!00.1®'0”8  of  the  maJonty,  of  Which  decisions,  as  Inspectors,  they  might 
i '“*'f7’ 1 have  ,noJ  foan<i  i4  ‘°  ie  ‘1»  oase;  it  may  he  open  to  IS 
£ we  do  not  TOte011 1 em  70u>f°re.  ™d  which  I think  answers  the  question,  is  this— 
rSiMrity  “ 7 81,6  0Ur  0)?m,On;  and  ,10t  Totin«'  w“  ”0  therefore,  in 

of  the  Board7?U  Yes  °f  T '5™'  eIltered  as  present,  and  taking  part  in  the  proceedings 

565  Is  not  6 T n°ticaU7  fmm d a”Y  dM<“4  at  all  on  that  head.  ® 

Board  likolv  in  1 +a  i1C6  0 1 Inspector  voting — probably  against  a majority  of  a 

fhri  w7  iL  T , a l0SS  °f  influence  on  his  part  as  Inspector  ?-No.  I put  it  in 
and  £g7vS1?s  Skrt?  ar“  member,  of  a Board;  they  go  ddwn  to  give  their  advice, 
g i e Ton  S flSrSL  ^ "'Ilat  1S,fhelr  °P  plon.  They  may  state  the!  opinion.  I will 
Rdtlbe  selected So  7®  ‘Tn*  “ tlle  Richmond  Asylum,  a number  of  servants 
Board  would  sav  I thin t Bo  ° !he  cand'f*ates 111  a"d  examine  them.  One  member  of  the 
take  a dSfcreS1 ’’““tl0  w°nld,make  a good  servant;  and  the  Inspectors  might 
Say  thereSould  be a dl  7 c ‘'^.‘honght  So-and-so  would  answer  better.  In  that 
Tfifi  StiX  it  no!  I dliere"c<!  ^ 0Plluon,  but  it  would  not  be  upon  principle, 
the  regSSs  of  the®!  ? ‘V™"!4  hit}°  dn*  of  the  InsP“‘®  either  to  enforce 
respect  to  the  moceoS  ! 7 7 u Or,to  CaU  for  the  *“«*«”>«>  of  the  Privy  Council,  in 
TOfS  iSJneernSS  s d°  * Bo?-rcl  al  wHch  io  attelded  ?-Certainly/  I can  give 
ClonSe  ittam afShSb S' i “ Ter7  ,,nI)0Id,nt  “ne-  A‘  ‘he  meeting  of  the  Board  of  the 
Pri£oum£ CSi“  present,  there  was  a sum  of  £850  naked  for  from  the 
referred  to  our  office  T A,  Present  at.^le  Board,  yet  afterwards,  when  the  matter  was 
SuTi, tdlfo ^™"ked TKrTTf7  “ ‘w  proMedil«s  of  the  Board,  inas- 
regnlations  of  thrOmSciWlfrt-!??1611  f<>1  hmldmg.  Now,  according  to  the  rules  and 
money  savin"  “We  intend  t ! .n1?®  lnPa‘drs‘ Set ‘heir  sanction.  A Board  cannot  draw 
CoS  SS  ereotioT!?  ,1  nb'!i!  ™ h £850''  ^ m““  “htain  the  sanction  of  the 
stated  I Z^H  thTZ  JLL ! ^ “ 5uestion-  Whon  1 wa®  P™‘  at  the  Board,  I 
Eweti  S do  vra!!o  l g t?  “accurate-  aad  that  the  money  would  not  he  granted, 
taftlrid  AlS“.'P  te  !?d  1 w01  W St  P‘Vly  submitted  to  the 

■ SenteS“^55  in  ™!LTr,1,  ?•  t0.U'e  9eve‘”ors  of  the  asylum,  under  date  2nd 

under  the  !onsid!rSion 'of  tb  s‘“*in«  ‘ha‘  the  estimate  had  been  brought 

£850  to  meTSS  1J  t?n77  Comci1-  who^  attention  was  drawn  to  the  sum  of 
betgfors£nor£to  °tier  e3[pi!?Bef;  and  tiat  a “w  item  of  expenditure,  not 

legaBZe  !?tfitSr ^c^£S"!b»1:Bq'm'e'i-th<2  au*hori‘a‘ie5  of  an  orde/  in  Council  to 
contemplated  for  build®  and  nextnw7Ti,m  the^rst  Plaoe,  bow  much  of  the  sum  was 

B°“d  ®aw  ‘hot  !he  Inspectors  f£  ^ B<““d  and  fte  h-epeetors.  The 

you  were  aware° ™ a “atter  to  submitted  to  the  authorities,  to  which 
that  i£  to  ^0t  ^?-No,  I was  not  aware  at  the  Board 

568.  Practically,  dobyou  ‘height  have  been  four  or  five  months  before. 

Inspector  at  the  Board  o!thltd^v?h  I “““  ■fr°m  the  Bresenoe  of  *h® 

569.  On  that  case  was  it  o/aStan!?  ’ f?  do  wef  d?wn  ™ important  business  that  day. 

case  was  of  any  conseouenee  Tt!gr — 1 d»  not  think  his  presence  on  that  immediate 
attention  to  it,  and  toe^oar^at  once  acquiesced. observed  a -or,  and  called 
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570.  Where  there  is  a regular  attendance  of  Governors,  do  you  'find  that  the  Boards 
work  satisfactorily? — Yes.  As  regards  the  fiscal  business — the  expenditure  of  lunatic 
asylums,  I must  say  that  the  Boards  of  Governors,  as  a body,  act  most  justly;  so  far  as 
our  department  is  concerned,  they  go  on  very  smoothly. 

571.  Is  the  taking  of  contracts,  and  the  regulation  of  expenditure  generally,  considered 
by  the  Board  ? — Yes;  but  I may  mention  that  three  members  constitute  a Board. 

572.  Although  the  Inspectors  do  not  vote,  do  they  not  enter  in  the  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings protests  against  measures  of  which  they  disapprove  ? — Never. 

573.  If  they  do  not  practically  vote,  would  not  the  right  to  be  present  without  the  power 
of  voting  be  sufficient? — I have  answered  that  question.  I think  it  is  most  agreeable  for 
Governors  to  sit  with  the  Inspectors  as  members  of  the  Board,  and  more  agreeable  to  the 
Inspectors  themselves  to  do  so. 

574.  Do  the  Inspectors  attend  as  members  of  the  Boards  on  the  occasion  of  the  half- 
yearly  estimate  being  prepared  ? — They  may  ; it  depends  on  circumstances. 

575.  Are  these  half-yearly  estimates  transmitted  to  them  to  their  office  in  Dublin  ? — Yes. 

575.  Are  they  by  you  transmitted  to  the  Privy  Council? — They  are  sent  up  to  the  Privy 

Council. 

577.  Do  you  examine  these  estimates  and  return  them  with  a certificate  to  the  Privy 
Council  ? — Every  one  of  them  ; I have  brought  here  the  quarterly  estimates  for  September, 
1856,  for  the  sixteen  asylums. 

578.  When  you  return  these  estimates  with  your  certificate  to  the  Privy  Council,  are 
any  items  you  object  to  usually  disallowed  by  the  Privy  Council? — Perhaps  you  would 
allow  me,  before  I answer  that  question,  to  state  that  the  estimate  is  first  sent  to  the  Privy 
Council,  by  which  it  is  referred  to  our  offices  for  examination.  We  go  through  it  in  detail. 
If  we  find  the  calculation  wrong,  we  return  it  to  the  asylum  with  a mark  A,  B,  or  C, 
pointing  out  auy  error  in  the  calculation.  Then,  when  ratified,  we  forward  it,  authen- 
ticated as  correct,  to  the  Privy  Council,  which  passes  it,  as  a matter  of  course. 

579-  Are  these  arrangements  by  an  act  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  not  by  a specific 
enactment  ? — Yes. 

580.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Inspectors  have  no  control  by  law  in  these  proceedings  ? — 
They  have  not.  To  be  candid  with  you,  we  originated  the  practice. 

581.  The  Board  of  Governors  are  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council;  are 
you  aware  upon  whose  recommendation  generally  ? — I should  say  almost  always  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Inspectors. 

582.  That  is  a practice  not  required  by  law  ? — Yes. 

583.  As  regards  the  officers  of  the  institutions,  we  have  been  informed  that,  with  two 
exceptions,  the  managers  are  medical  men  ? — There  are  two  or  three  exceptions. 

584.  The  law  does  not  require  that  such  should  be  the  case? — No. 

5S5.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  manager  being  a 
medical  man  ? — My  opinion  is  that  he  should  be  a medical  man,  and  ever  since  I was 
Inspector  of  Asylums  it  has  been  the  case. 

586.  Do  you  consider  that  the  fact  of  a manager  being  either  a physician  or  surgeon 
should  have  any  weight  as  to  the  medical  attendant  of  the  institution  being  either  a 
surgeon  or  physician  ? — Yes;  I think  if  a manager  is  a medical  man  and  resident  physician, 
it  would  be  well  to  have  a practitioner  with  a surgical  degree  ds  visiting  physician,  and  vice 
versa. 

587.  I believe  at  present  the  duties  of  a manager,  as  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  1843, 
are  not  so  prescribed  with  the  view  to  his  being  a medical  man? — No. 

588.  Having  stated  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  a surgeon  should  be  appointed 
where  the  medical  manager  is  a physician,  do  you  contemplate  the  medical  manager  dis-  , 
charging  any  medical  duties  with  regard  to  patients  ? — Yes. 

589.  Then  those  would  be  duties  beyond  what  the  rules  prescribe  for  the  manager  ?— 
Yes  ; though  there  are  no  rules  established  by  Order  in  Council,  yet  if  there  was  an  esprit 
de  corps  between  the  resident  physician  and  the  visiting  physician,  they  would  go  on 
satisfactorily. 

590.  In  case  of  fever,  or  any  other  disease  of  that  character  prevailing,  which  would 
require  more  particularly  the  treatment  of  a physician,  upon  whom  do  you  consider  the 
responsibility  for  such  treatment  would  rest,  where  the  visiting  medical  officer  is  a surgeon, 
but  the  medical  manager  is  a physician  ? — In  a case  of  that  kind  I would  consider  the  two 
men  as  acting  together  in  council,  and  1 consider  the  responsibility  as  equal.  I have  always 
thought  it  a great  advantage  to  have  a medical  man  attending  the  establishment,  from 
this  fact,  that  the  habitudes  of  the  resident  incapacitate  him,  more  or  less,  from  having 
that  general  knowledge  of  diseases  that  is  occasionally  so  requisite,  and  which  arises  from 
an  out-door  practice. 

591.  Do  you  think  that  the  appointment  of  a resident  medical  manager,  distinctly  as  such, 
where  there  is  a visiting  physician,  would  be  preferable  to  the  present  system,  which  does 
not  provide  for  having  a medical  manager? — Unquestionably.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
mental  affections  are  very  often  connected  with  corporeal  diseases. 

592.  Do  you  consider  that  although  the  resident  medical  officer,  in  case  such  an 
alteration  was  made  in  the  law,  would  probably  be  withdrawn  from  practice,  that  still  for 
the  treatment  of  the  particular  cases  which  exist  in  the  lunatic  asylums,  the  experience 
he  would  obtain  from  a constant  attendance  upon  lunatics  would  attach  advantages  to 
such  an  arrangement  ? — Yes,  "What  I wish  to  explain  upon  the  subject  is  this.  If  you 
have  not  a visiting  physician,  you  must  have  a consulting  physician ; because  it  is  a very 
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serious  thing,  in  a case  of  insanity,  to  throw  the  responsibility  on  one  man  of  discharging  a 
patient,  who  may  commit  some  crime  after  being  discharged.  You  must,  therefore,  have 
either  a visiting  physician  or  a consulting  physician,  who  would  bo  paid  at  each  visit  for 
his  time.  On  that  point  there  are  two  questions  to  be  considered ; the  first  is  as  to  the 
benefit  that  would  result  to  the  patients,  and  the  second  is  as  to  the  expense  to  the 
country.  I am  convinced  that  the  man  who,  with  out-door  practice,  makes  himself 
acquainted  with  the  case  of  the  patient,  is  fully  as  competent  to  pronounce  as  the  resident 
physician,  as  to  whether  the  patient  is  recovered  or  not,  and  as  to  his  general  fitness 
for  being  sent  out  of  doors;  I must  add  that,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I should  myself, 
as  a medical  man,  be  very  sorry,  if  a lunatic  had  been  considered  dangerous,  to  pronounce' 
after  one  or  two  visits  to  him,  that  he  should  be  discharged.  Again,  taking  the  number 
of  persons  who  are  discharged  from  lunatic  asylums,  you  would  find  that  the  consulting 
physician  would  cost  more  than  a regular  physician  constantly  visiting  the  asylum  and 
charged  with  fixed  responsibility. 

593.  Do  you  contemplate  the  consulting  physician  or  surgeon  being  called  in  merely 
with  reference  to  the  discharge  of  a lunatic,  or  also  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of 
patients  in  the  asylums  ? — Yes,  I think  this  may  occur.  Suppose  I am  resident  physician, 
and  a complicated  case  of  lunacy  presents  itself,  and  that  there  is  no  regular  visiting 
physician,  I would  then  think  it  my  duty  to  send  for  a man  to  consult  as  often  as  would 
be  necessary ; whereas,  if  you  have  a regular  visiting  physician,  he  necessarily  becomes 
better  acquainted  with  such  a case  in  his  visits  to  the  asylum. 

594.  Presuming  that  in  case  there  should  be  a resident  medical  man  in  charge  of  an  asylum, 
not  merely  a manager  who  happens  to  be  a medical  man,  but  a resident  medical  man  in 
charge  of  the  asylum,  do  you  contemplate,  that  in  all  cases  he  should  call  in  a consulting 
physician  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  cases  under  his  charge  ? — Not  in  all  cases  ; but  I 
say  if  a.  man  is  a resident  physician,  and  has  not  a visiting  physician  to  assist  him,  I think  it 
but  fair  that  he  should  have  the  power,  where  necessary,  to  send  for  a consulting  physician. 

595.  Suppose  a case  arises  where  they  differ  as  to  the  treatment  ?— Then  a third' should 
be  called  in. 

596.  Suppose  the  second,  when  called  in,  differs  with  the  resident  physician  ? — I should 
say  then,  as  a matter  of  course,  that  the  rule  which  holds  good  in  all  cases  should  prevail. 
The  two  consulting  physicians  ought  to  decide,  as  constituting  a majority. 

597.  Then  the  treatment  of  the  patients  should  be  conducted  according  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  two  extern  physicians,  and  not  by  the  man  who  has  the  medical  charge  of 
the  establishment?  I have  never  heard  of  such  a case,  and  indeed  I do  not  know  how  it 
could  be  decided. 

59S.  Js  it  your  opinion  that  in  an  asylum  having  a competent  medical  manager,  there 
should  be  either  a visitiug  or  consulting  physician  ? — I think  if  the  number  of  patients 
extends  beyond  100.  there  should  be,  as  a general  rule.  The  only  exception  could  be 
where  the  number  of  patients  was  below  that  number. 

599._  Is  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  a resident  medical  man  calling  in  a consulting 
physician  to  depend  upon  the  numbers  in  the  asylum  ? — No.  Always  assuming  the 
resident  physician  is  competent  to  discharge  his  duties,  I have  no  objection  to  a consulting 
physician  being  employed,  where  there  are  only  120  patients,  and  not  to  have  a visiting 
physician  The  necessity  of  having  a visiting  physician,  no  matter  what  the  talents  of  the 
resident  physician  may  be,  is  always  enhanced  by  the  number  of  patients.  Looking  at 
these  institutions  in  reference  to  such  matters,  there  are  two  things  to  be  considered.  The 
nrst  and  most. important  is,  the  benefit  that  will  arise  to  the  lunatic  inmates,  and  the  next 
is  the  economica.  working.  I say  the  latter  consideration  should  not  prevail  where  you 
have  a number  of  patients,  say  over  100,  in  an  asylum.  Where  there  is  only  one  man 
to  look  alter  120,  he  can,  of  course,  devote  more  time  to  them  than  if  the  number  was 
arger ; but  then,  there  is  the  expenditure  on  the  incidental  cases,  in  which  he  may  require 
a consulting  physician.  I should  state  that  I am  answering  this  question  with  reference 
o le  teelmg  of  the  public  at  large  about  the  working  of  these  institutions,  and  I myself 
knowing  that  there  is  a great  outcry  against  increasing  the  expenditure. 

fin?  a believe  in  the  case  of  the  Cork  Asylum  the  manager  is  the  physician? — He  is. 

cao  o d 111 . a» Case  t^icre  110  visiting  physician  to  the  asylum  ? — There  is  a surgeon. 

ed...  supposing  fever  to  break  out  in  that  asylum,  there  would  be  no  physician  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  look  after  the  inmates  who  might  be  attacked  by  the  disease  ?— Yes ; 

ere  is  a resident  physician,  and  there  is  a surgeon,  who  is  also  a physician — a general 
practitioner.  r J ° 

S'  t,h°  re1si<3ent  Physician  you  mean  Dr.  Power,  the  manager  ?— Yes. 

604.  As  the  rule  at  present  stands,  there  is  no  obligation  upon  the  manager  to  attend 
lever  patients . — I say  there  is  an  obligation  on  Dr.  Power,  by  virtue  of  his  special 
appointment. 

605.  Supposing  in  the  case  of  Cork,  a difference  arose  between  Dr.  Power,  the  manager, 
and  the  visiting  surgeon,  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  patient,  whose  opinion  should  prevail  ? 
— arcl  ^ *here  being  any  difference  between  them. 

to  be  calk'd  In 6S^0n  Presumes  a difference  ? — I should  recommend  a consulting  physician 

607.  Supposing  the  arrangement  as  regards  the  asylum  is  altered,  so  that  the  medical 
officer  should  be  resident,  on  whom  do  you  consider  that  the  responsibility  of  discharging 
the  daily  medical  duties  and  the  treatment  of  the  patients  should  rest?— The  resident 
medical  man.  c 
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608.  Would  you  render  it  obligatory  on  him  to  call  in  a consulting  physician  on  all 
occasions,  or  would  you  leave  him  the  option  of  omitting  to  do  so  altogether  if  he  chose  ? — 
Certainly.  I think  it  would  be  his  duty  to  call  a physician  on  an  occasion  when,  a patient, 
for  instance,  came  into  the  asylum  labouring  under  peculiar  symptoms. 

609-  Do  you,  or  not,  think  it  desirable  that  the  resident  medical  officer  should  have  full 
and  uncontrolled  power  as  to  the  treatment  of  patients  ? — Certainly  not.  If  it  were  so, 

I would  not  have  a visiting  physician.  I am  an  advocate  for  having  visiting  physicians — 
one  attached  permanently  to  each  asylum.  If  that  was  not  the  case,  there  should  be  an 
opportunity  of  having  a consulting  physician,  assuming  that  what  is  now  the  practice  be 
legalized  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

610.  If  the  visiting  physician  goes  to  the  asylum,  is  the  resident  physician  to  go  round 
the  wards  with  him  ? — Certainly  ; and  in  every  instance  where  a lunatic  would  be  brought 
in  for  the  first  time,  it  would  bo  the  duty  of  the  resident  physician  to  state  all  the  facts  to 
the  visitiDg  physician,  and  of  both  to  consult  as  to  the  course  that  should  be  adopted. 

611.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  preparing  rules  which  would  specify  the  duties  of  the 
resident  medical  man  and  the  visiting  or  consulting  physician  in  the  case  you  put  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

612.  Would  you  propose  that  in  the  case  of  an  asylum  having  a very  small  number  of 
inmates,  they  should  be  treated  for  their  diseases  apart  from  the  treatment  of  their  insanity 
by  the  resident  medical  officer  ? — In  case  of  illness  of  a serious  nature,  I have  already 
said,  there  should  be  a consulting  physician,  and  the  resident  medical  officer  would  be 
bound  in  duty  to  his  patients  to  call  for  that  consulting  physician,  that  is,  supposing  there 
was  no  regularly  employed  visiting  physician.  It  becomes  a question  in  the  mind  of  the 
resident  medical  man,  as  to  whether  it  is  a difficult  case,  and  1 would  give  him  the  power 
to  call  for  a consulting  physician  when  he  deemed  it  necessary. 

613-  Then  the  calling  in  of  a consulting  physician,  in  the  case  of  an  asylum  having  a 
small  number  of  patients,  would  rest  altogether  at  the  option  of  the  resident  medical 
officer  ? — I should  think  it  would. 

614.  You  would  propose  that? — Yes;  it  is  always  understood  that  the  resident  medical 
officer  is  a man  suitable  for  the  place,  that  he  is  a competent  medical  man.  I would  give 
him  the  power,  when  he  felt  it  necessary  in  a complicated  case,  to  call  in  other  physicians. 

I am  speaking  of  corporeal  diseases  equally  as  of  mental. 

615.  Would  the  resident  medical  officer,  in  a small  asylum,  be  as  competent  to  treat 
diseases,  or  deal  with  accidents,  as  a person  in  general  out-door  practice,  hospital  and 
private  ? — I distinctly  state  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a continued  residence  in  an  asylum  would 
deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  general  knowledge  of  diseases  which  must 
necessarily  be  obtained  by  out-door  practice,  for  which  reason  there  appears  to  me  an 
obvious  necessity  for  haviug  a physician  who  practises  generally  out  of  doors,  and  meets 
diseases  in  every  shape  and  under  the  variable  types  which  epidemics  assume. 

616.  Is  that  opinion  given  without  reference  to  the  previous  experience  and  education  of 
the  manager? — No;  it  is  very  difficult  to  do  it.  I am  meeting  the  case  put  by  Dr. 
Corrigan.  I am  spealdng  of  a continual  residence  as  manager  in  an  asylum. 

617.  Would  not  a resident  physician,  who  is  attached  to  a small  asylum,  after  an  interval 
of  some  years,  have  less  practical  knowledge  of  diseases  than  a man  who  is  in  charge 
of  a large  asylum  ? — Certainly,  from  a diminution  of  practice  that  follows  as  a matter  of 
course. 

618.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  at  least  equally  necessary  that  there  Bhould  he  a visiting 
physician  to  a small  asylum  as  a large  one? — No.  Taking  a small  asylum  with  twenty 
lunatics,  the  life  of  each  lunatic,  per  se,  is  of  equal  importance  as  if  there  were  500  lunatics ; 
but  the  question  is  one  of  economy,  and  whether  you  are  to  pay  a visiting  physician  for 
twenty,  when  a consulting  physician  for  that  number  would  be  equally  available  and  useful. 

619.  Are  not  medical  remedies,  in  some  degree,  for  ordinary  bodily  illness  affected 
or  modified  by  the  fact  of  the  party  being  insane? — That  is  a very  nice  question  to 
answer.  I cannot  answer  that  ex  cathedra ; it  might  or  might  not. 

620.  Would*  not  a medical  man,  having  the  constant  charge  of  the  insane,  be  a better 
judge  of  what  medical  remedies  to  apply  to  them  than  the  general  medical  practitioner, 
who  has  no  experience  as  to  insanity  ? — The  more  experience  a man  has  of  a particular 
disease,  cceteris  panbus,  the  more  competent  he  is  to  treat  it. 
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Dublin,  27th  October,  1856. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Eedington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Inspectors  op  Lunatic  Asyldms — General  State  op  Asylums  and  Lunacy. 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

621.  With  reference  to  the  arrangement  to  which  your  examination  on  Saturday  was  Medical  arran^e- 
directed — namely,  that  of  having  a medical  man  as  manager,  and  a consulting  physician  men  8 or  sy  UC 
to  attend  the  asylums,  may  it  not  arise  that,  from  a desire  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Board 

of  Governors,  on  the  score  of  economy,  the  manager  would  not  be  anxious  upon  all  occa- 
sions to  incur  the  expense  of  requiring  the  consulting  physician's  attendance  if  that  officer 
was  paid  by  fees  ? — That  is  one  of  the  objections  to  having  a consulting  physician. 

622.  Would  that  objection  exist  if  he  was  paid  by  salary  ? — It  could,  not. 
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623.  Do  you  propose  that  daily  visits  by  a physician  should  he  made  to  every  district  asylum, 
irrespective  of  the  number  of  the  inmates'? — 1 should  have  it  every  second  day,  or  more  fre- 
quently if  necessary.  The  visiting  physician  would  be  the  best  judge  of  that.  He  is  competent 
to  form  an  opinion  whether,  in  case  of  disease,  it  would  bo  necessary  for  him  to  go  daily, 
or  twice  a day,  or  to  defer  his  visits  if  there  was  nothing  very  particular,  as  he  thought,  to 
a second  day'  1 think,  on  principle,  it  is  better  to  visit  daily. 

624.  Do  you  find  that  the  wages  usually  given  by  the  Governors  arc  sufficient  to  secure 
the  services  of  proper  attendants  for  the  patients ? — I think  it  highly  advisable  that  the 
wages  should  be  raised,  in  order  to  secure  a better  class  of  attendants  and  servants. 

625.  Do  you  consider  that  the  remuneration  should  be  based  upon  a system  of  annual 
increase  ? — To  a certain  extent,  a periodical  increase  depending  upon  good  conduct.  I 
have  adopted  that,  with  the  permission  of  the  Government,  at  Dundrum  Asylum.  We  always, 
where  we  can,  raise  the  second-class  attendants  to  higher  places,  if  vacancies  occur.  The 
promotion  is  dependent  upon  good  conduct. 

626.  Are  the  arrangements  with  reference  to  tlio  discharge  of  the  apothecaries’  duties 
generally  satisfactory '? — I am  not  aware  of  any  complaints  having  been  made  on  that  head. 

627.  Arc  you  yourself  satisfied  that  they  are  generally  such  as  may  be  approved  of? — I 
should  think  so,  inasmuch  as  neither  resident  nor  visiting  physicians  ever  complained  of 
inattention  on  their  part.  The  apothecaries  are  not  resident,  and  the  physician  may  go  to 
the  asylum  very  frequently  and  not  see  an  apothecary.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  resident  or 
visiting  physician  to  report  to  the  Inspector  if  any  neglect  occurs — my  knowledge,  however, 
is  negative  on  the  point. 

628.  Are  the  medicines  always  provided  out  of  the  funds  of  the  institution? — Yes. 

629.  The  apothecary  has  no  interest  in  the  supply  of  the  medicines,  he  is  paid  merely 
for  compounding  ? — That  is  the  case,  except  in  Dundrum  Asylum  ; we  had  to  got  medi- 
cines at  Dundrum,  and  finally  we  employed  the  resident  apothecary  to  supply  them. 

630.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  having  a medical  attendant  at  an  institution  in 
the  absence  of  the  visiting  physician,  where  the  manager  may  not  be  a medical  man  ? — 
The  rule  is  this : — The  medical  man  gets  permission  from  the  Board  to  absent  himself ; if 
the  Board  grants  that  permission,  he  supplies  a competent  medical  man,  pro  tempore,  to 
take  his  place.  Ho  cannot  absent  himself  without  leave. 

631.  By  whom  are  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylums  appointed? — They  have  been 
appointed,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  always  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  very  fre- 
quently on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board.  The  rule  is — that  as  the  manager  is 
responsible  for  the  well-being  of  the  institution,  ho  shall  have  the  appointment  of  the 
minor  officers  ; that  is  the  rule,  but  it  is  not  acted  upon. 

632.  What  arc  the  exceptions  in  the  case  of  superior  officers  ? — I think  the  Board  at 
Cork  appointed  the  matron  to  that  institution,  and,  after  having  made  the  appointment, 
wrote  up  for  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

633.  In  cases  where  the  officers  are  not  appointed  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  regu- 
lations, by  whom  arc  they  appointed  ? — The  general  practice  is  this — as  at  the  Richmond 
Asylum — the  persons  who  are  to  be  appointed  are  brought  before  the  Board  with  testimo- 
nials, wc  elect  a party  for  a month,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  month,  acting  on  the 
report  of  the  manager,  accept  or  refuse  his  services,  as  the  case  may  be.  That  is  pretty 
much  the  rule ; I think  a modification  of  that  practice  exists  in  the  other  asylums. 

634.  Docs  the  power  of  dismissal  rest  upon  the  persons  who  make  the  appointment? — 
Suspension,  if  I may  use  the  term,  rests  with  the  manager,  and  dismissal  with  the  Board. 

635.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence,  that  in  certain  asylums  there  are  no  chaplains — 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  having  such  officers  to  attend  the  district 
asylums  ? — My  opinion  is,  unequivocally,  that  no  asylum  should  ho  without  chaplains. 

636.  Has  it  ever  been  represented  to  you  by  the  inmates  of  the  asylums  where  there 
are  no  chaplains,  that  they  desired  the  offices  of  clergymen  ? — Yes. 

637-  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  asylums  do  you  consider  generally  would  be 
capable  of  benefiting  by  the  ministrations  of  clergymen? — Well,  I should  say  probably  one- 
third  fully,  perhaps  two-fifths,  not  all  on  the  same  day,  but  within  the  time  of  their  residence 
in  the  asylum. 

638.  Independently  of  the  religious  question,  has  the  attendance  upon  divine  worship 
or  not  a good  effect  upon  the  patients  ? — I am  satisfied  it  exercises  a most  moral  effect 
upon  them. 

639.  Even  upon  those  who  are  not  capable  of  deriving  great  spiritual  advantages  from 
it  ? — Yes,  it  has  a mollifying  influence  upon  the  mind,  and  is  part  of  the  curative  system. 
I am  perfectly  convinced  that  if  we  had  not  the  ministrations  of  clergymen  in  the  Dun- 
drum  Asylum,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  keep  the  patients  quiet ; that  I know 
from  my  daily  experience. 

640.  In  those  asylums  to  which  chaplains  have  been  appointed,  have  they  been  pro- 
vided for  the  inmates  of  every  religious  persuasion  ? — There  are  three  great  divisions, 
if  I may  use  the  term,  of  religions  in  Ireland — Protestants,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Presbyte- 
rians. In  the  southern  and  western  counties  the  proportion  of  Presbyterians  is  a nullity. 
The  populations  are  confined  to  the  Catholic  church  and  to  Protestantism,  I mean  that  of 
the  Established  Church ; but  in  the  North  there  is  a Presbyterian,  a Protestant,  and  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  attached  to  the  Omagh  Asylum ; there  is  a Protestant,  a Catholic,  and 
Presbyterian  clergyman  attached  to  the  Derry  Asylum,  and  there  are  beneficial  results  from 
their  ministrations.  No  question  as  to  religion  arises  either  between  the  patients  or 
servants  of  the  asylum  or  the  clergymen.  I may  further  state,  that  at  the  Sligo  Asylum 
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there  is  a Protestant,  Presbyterian,  and  Homan  Catholic  chaplain.  At  the  Armagh  Asylum,  Dublin. 

I believe  there  is  no  clergyman  regularly  attached,  but  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh  pays  

one  of  his  subordinate  clergymen  for  attending,  and,  I believe,  Archbishop  Dix'ou,  when 

necessary,  sends  a clergyman.  In  the  Belfast  Asylum  there  is  no  attendance  on  the  part  of  Slate  of  Asylums 

clergymen  ; nominally,  whenever  patients  require  them,  they  arc  sent  for.  a'“^  Lunacy. 

641.  In  those  asylums  where  chaplains  have  not  been  appointed,  are  we  to  understand  J- Nugent, Esq,, ».». 
no  religious  prayer  takes  place,  or  no  religious  instruction  or  ministration  is  given  ?— No.  Belfast  Asylum. 
With  regard  to  the  Belfast  Asylum,  I understand,  on  unquestionable  authority,  that  service  Heading  prayers  by- 
used  to  be  performed,  or  what  is  equivalent,  prayers  read  by  the  resident  physician  to  the  ManaScl‘- 
inmates,  a fact  tending  to  establish  the  propriety  of  having  divine  worship  in  the  asylum 

I never  heard  him  myself,  but  I believe  it  to  he  the  case.  When  the  Inspectors  heard 
this,  they  said  at  once,  - if  a lay  person  is  to  officiate,  why  refuse  to  the  inmates  the 
advantages  of  having  clergymen  of  their  own  persuasions  to  discharge  the  duties.” 

642.  Would  the  services  of  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  suffice  for  the 

members  of  other  Protestant  churches,  not  belonging  to  the  Established  ? I certainly 

think  you  have  no  right  to  ask  a Presbyterian  to  go  to  an  Episcopalian  place  of  worship 

643.  1 believe  that  m some  of  the  asylums  to  which  chaplains  are  at  present  attached 

for  many  years  there  were  none '? — Yes.  ’ 


644.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  beneficial  results  have  ensued  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  chaplains  m these  cases?— I will  state  my  full  belief,  that  beneficial  results  have 
arisen,  both  iu  a curative  and  moral  point  of  view. 

645.  Iu  those  cases  where  chaplains  have  not  been  appointed,  arc  any  religious  hooks 

allowed  to  be  used  by  the  inmates,  or  provided  for  them?— There  are,  but  I should  say  to 
a very  limited  extent.  J 


Religious  books. 


646.  By  whom  are  they  selected  ?— They  arc  selected,  of  course,  by  the  Governors  of 
different  persuasions. 

647.  Have  any  objections  been  made  to  provide  such  books  by  the  Board  of  Governors 
in  any  case? — No. 


648.  What  is  the  fact  in  Belfast  Asylum  as  regards  the  providing  of  religious  books  ? 

I am  satisfied  that  any  religious  book  that  would  lie  asked  for  by  a patient  of  any  persua- 
sion, would  be  granted.  The  objection  there  is  only  to  the  visiting  of  clergymen  officially 
appointed. 


649.  Is  any  difficulty  experienced  l.v  tlic  patients  in  obtaining  the  attendance  of  a Ducomimaait  of 
clergyman  when  they  require  one? — The  only  answer  I can  give  you  is,  that  1 found,  on  c,erical attendance 
inquiry,  there  was  a Homan  Catholic  clergyman  in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  I think,  on  four  at  Bdfast- 

or  five  occasions  only  during  one  year.  In  that  asylum  there  arc  over  300  patients,  and 
I know  that  m asylums  where  there  are  not  half  the  number  of  patients,  clergymen  have 
visited  one  hundred  times  in  a year— clergymen  both  of  tlic  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  persuasions.  Therefore,  when  1 find  a clergyman  has  been  called  in  but  three 
or  four  times  in  the  year,  I must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  visits  are  not  encouraged. 

650.  Is  there  a record  kept  of  their  visits  ?— Yes,  the  Bishop  of  Down,  and  Dr.  Denvir, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  (especially  the  latter),  have,  I may  state,  written  on  various 
occasions,  that  duo  facilities  have  not  been  extended  for  the  admission  of  clergymen,  and 
that  patients  have  frequently  died  without  clerical  ministrations.  The  Homan  Catholic 
clergymen  further  deem  it  the  duty  of  tlic  managers  of  institutions  of  tire  kind,  to  procure 
their  admission  in  all  cases,  even  though  the  patients,  not  being  iu  the  habit  of  seeing 
regular  chaplains,  do  not  inquire  for  them,  inasmuch,  as  it  is  a duty  incumbent  on  them 
to  visit  members  of  their  persuasion  in  articulo  mortis. 

651.  Is  not  the  Board  of  Governors  of  each  asylum  hound  by  the  thirteenth  rule  to  make  Privy  Council  Rules 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  clergymen,  and  the  celebration  of  divine  service  for  011  tlje  subject, 
such  of  the  inmates  as  may  be  considered  fit  to  attend  ? — They  are. 

652.  Have  any  such  regulations  been  framed  in  the  case  of  the  Armagh  and  Belfast 
asylums  ? — They  have  made  regulations  for  the  admission  of  clergymen,  but  they  have 
made  no  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service. 

653.  I believe  that,  in  many  of  these  district  asylums  for  the  lunatic  poor,  there  are  Paying  patients.  , 
several  patients  who  pay  ? — Comparatively,  there  are  very  few.  There  are  about  forty 

patients  paying,  whilst  altogether  we  have  about  3,700  paupers. 

654.  Is  the  form  for  the  admission  of  these  paying  patients  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
other  admissions? — Yes ; except  that  there  is  no  affidavit  as  to  their  being  paupers. 

, ‘ ^8.  fc^ere  any  bond  given  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  which  the  parties  transmitting 
the  lunatic  agree  to  pay  ?— Perhaps  not  a bond ; thero  is  an  arrangement  in.  writing,  but 
not  a regular  bond. 

656-  Practically,  are  those  engagements  fulfilled  ? — I think,  practically,  they  are,  but 
perhaps  not  at  all  times ; for  example,  I have  known  patients  to  be  in  an  asylum  for  a 
^e«r  ? C tW°5  aU(^  at  t^ie  er)d  of  that  time  their  families  to  plead  poverty. 

657.  Under  what  provision  of  the  law  do  those  admissions  of  paying,  patients  take  place? 

1 do  not  believe  there  is  any  provision  in.  the  law  for  it.  The  practice,  I understand, 
occasionally  obtains  in  England,  as  at  Essex. 

I®  a patient  removed  from  an  asylum  in  a case  where  his  family  cease  to  comply 
with  the  arrangement  to  pay? — No;  I think  the  Board  generally  make  inquiries,  and  find 
out  whether  they  would  be  justified,  in  keeping  the  lunatic.  I will  adduce  a case.  There 
Was  a man  admitted  into  the  Carlow  Asylum  about  eight  months  ago ; his  father  paid  for 
fi1  vf  six  months,  and  he  then  ceased  paying.  Application  waB  made  to  him,  and 
e said  he  had  expended  his  money  in  educating  this  young  man,  who  was  twenty-five 
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years  of  age,  and  that  there  was  no  legal  obligation  upon  him  to  support  him.  He  further 
said  that  he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  him ; and  1 believe  there  is  no  legal 
power  to  enforce  the  contract. 

659.  In  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred,  the  patient  has  become  a pauper  lunatic  in 
the  asylum  without  having  been  admitted  as  a pauper,  or  a declaration  of  poverty  having 
been  made  in  his  behalf'? — A declaration  of  poverty  must  now  be  made  in  his  behalf. 

660.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  patients  being  maintained  in 
asylums  supported  by  public  taxation  ? — Well,  I considered  that  subject  very  much,  and 
looked  upon  it  in  a two-fold  view.  I have  considered  the  claims  of  the  classes  who  have 
not  means  sufficient  for  their  maintenance  in  a private  asylum,  and  yet  as  to  whom  it  cannot 
be  sworn  that  they  are  paupers.  I do  think  that  class  should  bo  admitted  into  public 
asylums,  particularly  as  they  come  from  the  ratepayers  for  the  most  part,  whose  families 
have  been  supporting  those  institutions  for  years  upon  years.  I am  satisfied  that  they 
have  a moral  right  to  be  admitted,  under  proper  restrictions,  into  lunatic  asylums.  Further, 
I think  that,  in  a public  point  of  view,  you  are  doing  a benefit  to  society  ; because  there  is 
nothing  more  certain  than  this,  that  the  more  care  you  take  of  lunatics,  the  more  you 
check  the  propagation  of  insanity.  If  it  should  ever  happen  that  every  lunatic  in  Ireland 
was  put  up  for  a certain  number  of  years,  you  would  find  a diminution  of  insanity  in  the 
next  generation. 

66 1 . Do  you  consider  that  the  lunatic  poor  should  have  the  preference  for  admission 
to  those  institutions  before  such  paying  patients? — Certainly.  I think  the  original  object 
of  building  the  institutions  was  for'the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor : but  if  there  were 
vacancies,  they  should  not  remain  dead  letters,  but  should  be  thrown  open  for  the  benefit 
of  the  classes  to  whom  I have  referred.  I have  corresponded  with  various  persons  on  the 
subject,  and  amongst  others,  with  Lord  Clancarty,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to  it.  He 
has  written  to  me,  urging  the  propriety  of  such  a system. 

662.  Would  making  provisions  for  such  cases,  be  not  in  itself  an  ultimate  relief  to  the 
ratepayers,  by  preventing  such  patients  becoming  chargeable  as  permanent  lunatics? — I am 
of  opinion  the  result  of  not  admitting  the  class  of  patients  in  question  would  be,  in  the  first 
place,  to  deprive  them  of  proper  care  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  when  it  is  curable; 
and  in  the  second,  to  render  them  burdens  upon  society  at  large,  and  force  their  families  to 
put  them  into  lunatic  asylums  at  the  public  expense,  in  spite  of  all  objections,  for  they  may 
become  dangerous,  and  as  such  would  be  sent  to  gaol  to  guard  against  their  doing  violence. 

663.  Do  you  consider  that  the  paying  patients  in  the  district  asylums  are  generally  of  a 
class  little  above  paupers  ? — Very  little  above  paupers.  A man  has  sixty  or  eighty  acres 
of  ground;  his  beneficial  interest  in  that  will  probably  be  £120  or  £ 130  a-year,  out  of 
which  he  has  to  maintain  himself,  his  wife,  and  probably  four  or  five  children.  That  man 
cannot  swear  that  he  is  a pauper,  and  if  he  has  a lunatic  child,  he  offers  at  an  asylum  as 
much  as  he  would  expend  on  that  child  in  his  own  house,  in  order  to  secure  the  benefit  of 
his  admission  into  an  asylum.  If  he  is  refused,  some  opportunity  is  taken  of  bringing  the 
lunatic  before  a magistrate,  and  swearing  him  to  be  dangerous.  He  is  sent  to  prison,  and 
from  the  prison  he  is  transmitted,  by  a warrant  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  the  district 
asylum. 

664.  But  surely,  in  the  case  you  have  taken,  a man  having  eighty  acres  of  land  is  in  a 
considerable  degree  removed  from  pauperism? — Yes,  in  a considerable  degree;  but 
remember  he  has  duties  towards  other  members  of  his  family,  and  if  he  is  obliged  to  pay 
£40  or  £50  a-year  for  one  lunatic  child,  he  will  be  doing  a gross  injustice  to  his  wife  and 
other  children,  and  he  will  be  pauperizing  himself  and  family. 

665.  Do  you  think  it  is  likely  that  the  admission  of  patients  of  that  class  would  be 
carried  to  such  an  extent  as  materially  to  interfere  with  the  object  for  which  the  asylums 
for  the  lunatic  poor  were  established  ? — It  is  open  to  that  objection,  but  that  could  be 
guarded  against  by  strict  rules  and  regulations.  Prim  a.  facie,  it  is  open  to  the  objection 
you  have  stated,  and  we  must  obviate  it  by  strict  rules  and  regulations,  and  by  having 
inquiries  on  oath. 

666.  It  is  presumed  the  patients  so  received  are  to  have  the  same  accommodation  and 
treatment  as  ordinary  paupers? — Yes. 

667.  Do  you  consider  that  an  injurious  effect  would  result  to  the  patients  themselves 
from  their  being  treated  for  lunacy  in  an  establishment  where  lunatic  paupers  are 
confined  ? — Certainly  not,  the  gradation  is  so  imperceptible  in  social  life. 

668.  Is  any  provision  made  for  lunatics  of  the  middle  and  other  classes  above  paupers  ? 
— Certainly  not. 

669.  Is  not  lunacy  in  a family  frequently  of  itself  a cause  of  pauperism  ? — Decidedly. 

670.  When  you  speak  of  the  vacant  places  in  an  asylum,  are  we  to  understand  that 
there  are  not  a sufficient  number  of  poor  out  of  the  asylum,  without  admitting  paying 
patients  ? — No ; there  are  one  or  two  asylums,  Killarney,  for  instance,  where  there  is 
verge  enough  for  admitting  paying  patients. 

671.  Am  I to  understand  that  in  the  case  of  the  Killarney  Asylum,  the  county  of  Kerry 
does  not  contain  a sufficient  number  of  lunatic  poor  who  would  be  fit  objects  for  admission 
to  that  asylum  ? — They  have  not  presented  themselves  for  admission  as  yet,  and  the  house 
has  been  in  operation  two  years. 

672.  I find  from  a return  in  your  last  Report,  that  there  were  161  lunatics  of  that 
description  in  the  county  Kerry,  not  confined  in  asylums,  gaols,  or  workhouses? — Yes, 
that  is  151  persons  mentally  affected;  but  if  you  observe  in  the  text  of  our  report, 
we  stated  that  we  got  in  every  possible  way  a return  of  every  individual  whose'  mind  was 
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affected,  no  matter  how  much  or  how  little.  We  wanted  to  bring  before  the  public  the  Dunus. 
state  of  disease  in  Ireland  as  regards  the  mental  manifestations.  . 

673.  Do  you  not  consider  it  desirable  that  wandering  idiots  should  be  provided  for  in  "J 'cu'cial 

those  institutions  established  for  the  lunatic  poor  ? — I think  they  should  be  provided  for  Stale  of  Asylums 
in  institutions,  but  not  in  institutions  of  such  a costly  nature  as  the  asylums  in  Ireland  are ; u"d  L"na«J- 
they  have  been  intended  for  curative  purposes  as  far  as  possible.  * ,T-  Nugent, Esq., m.d. 

674.  Do  you  consider  that  epileptic  imbeciles  generally  should  be  treated  in  the  District  provision  tor 
Lunatic  Asylums  or  in  other  institutions'? — I think  epileptic  imbeciles  should  be  under  amrepileptic10^ 
proper  surveillance.  I would  not  put  them  in  the  District  Asylums ; they  should  be  placed  imbeciles, 
separately,  and  properly  looked  after  in  every  sense  of  the  word ; but  I think  it  would  be  a 

piece  of  extravagance  to  locate  them  in  district  asylums ; at  the  same  time,  I say  they  ought 
to  be  under  control  as  lunatics.  The  question  is,  whether  you  should  establish  three  or  four 
large  institutions  in  Ireland  for  them,  or,  where  there  was  no  great  necessity  for  that,  erect 
plain,  substantial  buildings,  with  common  conveniences,  and  also  clean  and'well  ventilated. 

675.  Are  those  who  are  returned  as  lunatics  in  Return  No.  4,  to  your  Seventh  Report,  Correctness  of 
of  a class  that  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the  asylums? — I cannot  answer  that,  as  I have  returns  of  lunatic 
not  seen  the  lunatics ; and,  as  those  returns  are  taken  by  the  police,  many  might  be  1’oor' 
entered  as  lunatics  who  are  not  really  such. 

676.  How  far  does  the  return  to  which  you  have  referred  give  an  indication  of  the 
number  of  lunatic  poor  for  whom  provision  ought  to  be  made,  and  who  are  at  present  at 
large  in  the  county  Kerry? — We  may  form  an  approximate  idea  from  the  return.  As  I 
have  stated,  we  send  out  to  get  a return  of  the  persons  mentally  affected.  We  know  that 
mental  diseases,  to  a certain  extent  iu  various  phases,  exist,  but  we  cannot  say  that  every 
individual  so  affected  is  a fit  subject  for  a District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

677.  Upon  what  statistics  have  you  grounded  your  recommendation  for  the  erection  of  Reasons  for Inspc-c- 

additional  asylums  and  the  formation  of  new  districts? — I think  the  strongest  practical  j'1,0,"' f ° 8 

proof  that  can  be  given  on  the  subject  is — first,  the  number  of  applications  directed  to  the  new  disnicts'Vud 
district  asylums  for  lunatics  who  cannot  get  admission;  and.  secondly,  the  number  of  erection  of  addi- 
lunatics  in  gaols.  I think  these  constitute  distinct  and  unqualified  proof  as  to  the  extent  tlonal  M'lunis- 

of  lunacy,  and  then  there  are  various  cases,  as  we  know  on  good  authority,  from  the  Poor 
Law  Boards,  of  the  lunatics  in  poorhouses.  We  gather  the  necessity  for  what  we  recom- 
mend from  these  circumstances.  When  we  were  erecting  the  Kilkenny  Asylum,  we  had 
only  ninety-two  patients ; I went  through  the  whole  county,  and  calculated  we  could  get 
140.  We  had  the  asylum  built  for  150,  and  we  must  now  enlarge  it  for  40  more. 

There  is  a per  centage  of  insanity  amongst  the  population,  which  affords  the  best  data 
to  go  upon.  But  some  counties  are  more  lunatic  than  others. 

678.  When  you  speak  of  a per  ccntagc  of  insanity,  is  not  that  per  centage  based,  upon  Assumed  percent- 
some  returns  similar  to  that  to  which  you  have  referred? — Yes,  but  the  per  centage  of  ase  of  insane, 
insanity  is  taken  generally ; we  cannot  analyse  it.  It  is  presumed  that  the  per  centage  in 

England  is  about  one  to  700  or  800,  and  it  is  about  the  same,  I think,  in  Ireland. 

679.  Do  you  thiuk  there  is  at  present  a want  of  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  in 
Ireland  ? — Unquestionably. 

680.  Does  your  answer  refer  to  all  classes  of  individuals,  imbeciles  and  idiots,  to  whom 
you  have  referred,  or  to  curative  cases  ? — To  curative  and  dangerous  cases.  In  the  comity 
of  Wexford,  for  instance,  there  are  at  present  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  such  cases  in 
the  gaol. 

681.  Have  you  had  to  consider  any  memorial  with  reference  to  additional  accommodation  Necessity  for  addi- 
for  the  district  of  Carlow,  in  which  Wexford  is  now  included? — Yes,  I attended  the  Grand  accommSation in 
Jury  of  Wexford  on  two  occasions,  and  also  the  Boards  at  Carlow.  At  their  last  meeting  the  Carlow  District, 
the  Grand  Jury  proposed  to  build  an  asylum,  and  to  spend  £20,000  in  erecting  one  for 

the  accommodation  of  160  patients. 

682.  At  what  conclusion  have  you  arrived  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  providing 
additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatics  of  the  district  ? — I feel  that  additional  accom- 


modation is  absolutely  necessary.  The  district  of  Carlow  at  present  consists  of  the  counties 
of  Kildare,  Carlow,  and  Wexford.  The  county  Wexford  is  remote  from  the  asylum,  some 
parts  of  it  being  seventy  miles  distant.  It  is  very  much  of  an  insulated  county,  bounded 
by  the  sea  on  one  side,  and  by  mountains  on  the  other ; and  it  is  a great  source  of  expense 
sending  lunatics  to  Carlow.  There  must  be  either  an  addition,  built  to  the  Carlow 
Asylum,  or  a new  asylum  built  in  the  county  Wexford.  The  question  upon  which  I went 
down  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  was  that  of  building  a new  asylum  in  Wexford,  or  an 
addition  to  the  present  building  in  Carlow.  There  are  ninety-seven  lunatics  from  Wexford 
in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  and  there  are  some  twenty -six  or  twenty-seven  in  the  Wexford 
gaols,  besides  outstanding  cases  of  application.  Carlow  Asylum  was  originally  built  for 
100,  and  without  any  structural  addition  it  has  been  made  to  contain  nearly  206.  There- 
fore the  necessity  of  enlarging  it,  or  making  some  change,  is  obvious,  aud  the  question 
was,  whether  it  would  be  better  to  divide  the  district  and  constitute  Wexford  a district  in 
itself  with  a new  asylum.  That  county  is  proverbially  and  unquestionably  the  most  insane 
county  in  Ireland,  next  to  Kilkenny.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  an  asylum  is 
built  in  Wexford  for  150  or  160  patients,  in  the  course  of  three  years  it  will  be  filled  with 
lunatic  patients. 

683.  You  have  satisfied  yourself  that  there  exists  a necessity  for  additional  accommo- 
dation for  curative  cases  in  that  district  ? — Decidedly,  for  curative  and  dangerous  cases. 
You  would  misunderstand  me  if  you  understood  mo  to  say  every  asylum  is  restricted  to 
curative  cases.  Many  lunatics,  if  not  properly  looked  after,  would  become  dangerous. 
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Dublin.  684.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  provide  this  additional  lunatic  accommodation 

in  such  a manner,  that  the  existing  staff  of  the  Carlow  Asylum  would  be  available  for  the 

institution ? — Certainly  not ; because  in  proportion  to  the  extension  of  the  number  of 
Slate  of  Asylums  lunatics  you  must  increase  your  staff.  The  only  economy  that  would  be  effected  by  an 

and  lunacy.  addition  to  the  present  asylum,  would  be  in  not  having  a second  medical  man  and  a second 

J.  Nugent, Esq., m.d.  resident  manager. 

685.  The  increase  of  establishment  charges  does  not  necessarily  follow  in  the  exact 
ratio  of  the  increase  of  inmates  ? — Certainly  not. 

686.  Would  the  site  of  the  Carlow  District  Asylum  or  the  plan  of  construction  admit 
of  its  being  considerably  enlarged,  with  due  regard  to  the  arrangement  and  management 
of  the  institution  ? — No ; I think  its  structural  formation  incapacitates  it  for  enlargement. 

Erection  of  separate  687.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  the  question  of  the  removal  of  a number  of  the  present 
Mil  haruife^easK0  cbron'c  harmless  imbeciles  in  asylums,  in  order  to  make  room  for  recent  incurable 
whether  district'  ’ cases ? — I think  there  are  a great  many  lunatics  in  asylums,  who  might  be  removed  from 
or  provincial.  '*  them,  harmless,  quiet  persons;  but  I would  not  remove  every  harmless,  quiet  person, 

because  lie  happened  to  be  harmless  in  the  asylum. 

688.  What  provision  would  you  make  for  those  removed? — I would  erect  additional 
asylums — plain  substantial  buildings,  where  you  could  insure  the  safe  custody  of  such 
persons,  and  at  the  same  time  have  for  them  a moderate  amount  of  appliances/  I think 
it  would  be  well  to  have  one  in  each  district.  There  is  expense  in  sending  them  to  a distance, 
which  would  be  the  result  of  having  only  provincial  institutions. 

689.  Have  you  ever  recommended  to  the  Government  the  erection  of  such  an  institution? 
— Yes,  we  have  constantly  suggested  it. 

690.  I believe  a power  exists  under  the  present  law  for  the  establishment  of  such 
institutions  ? — Y es. 

691.  Has  that  power  ever  been  exercised? — No.  We  have  enlarged  the  Belfast  and 
other  asylums. 

692.  1 refer  to  the  15th  sec.  of  the  8th  and  9th  Viet.,  c-  107,  which  enables  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  establish  provincial  lunatic  asylums,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  reception  of 
particular  classes  of  pauper  lunatics? — Yes,  that  section  enables  him. 

693.  Would  you  not  consider  provincial  asylums,  for  the  reception  of  those  classes  to 
which  you  refer  as  desirable  as  local  institutions? — Certainly  not  so  desirable. 

694.  Do  you  consider  that  such  additional  buildings  might  be  erected  in  contiguity  to 
the  existing  asylums,  which  would  admit  of  the  same  staff,  with  a small  addition,  acting  for 
them? — I do. 

Size  of  Asylums.  695.  Would  you  limit  the  size  of  district  asylums?— I,  in  no  instance,  would  have  the 
accommodation  for  more  than  400  or  500  patients.  I think,  with  all  respect,  those  over- 
grown asylums  in  England  are  too  large.  I consider  a building  that  would  accommodate 
250  or  300  inmates  to  be  a reasonably  sized  asylum  for  the  efficient  treatment  of  insanity. 
Detention  of  chronic  696.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  detaining  chronic  and 

in  wo™khouses.aieS  imbcci,e  cascs  in  tlie  workhouses?— I think  that,  adhering  to  principle,  it  would  be  better 
to  have  them  attached  to  the  asylums.  I am  not  an  advocate  for  having  lunatics  mixed 
up,  under  any  circumstances,  with  paupers  in  a workhouse ; of  course,  if  the  Board  think 
it  more  economical  to  take  a workhouse  that  was  not  occupied,  and  convert  that  into  an 
hospital  for  the  district,  it  would  be  better  than  the  present  system. 

697-  My  question  referred  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  detaining  chronic  and 
imbecile  cases  in  workhouses  actually  occupied,  where,  a large  number  of  inmates  are  of 
course  sane  ? — -I  am  adverse  to  this  proposition.  It  is  always  the  better  plan  to  have 
lunatics,  in  their  various  phases,  under  the  same  control,  in  the  same  institution.  If  you 
have  not  that,  the  next  best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  allocate  the  workhouses ; but  allocate 
such  a portion  of  them  for  lunatics  as  that  they  shall  be  totally  distinct,  in  every  respect, 

i?1*!  • C PauPcr  department : additional  grounds,  suitable  rooms  and  attendants,  and  above 
all  things  have  a better  description  of  diet ; in  fact,  have  the  diet  in  the  workhouses  for 
pauper  lunatics  the  same  as  you  would  give  them  in  a lunatic  asylum.  It  is  a question 
now  very  much  discussed  in  Derry  and  Donegal. 

698.  I ask  you  whether  yon  would  not  prefer  such  additional  asylums  of  a cheaper 
character,  to  lunatic  wards  in  workhouses  for  the  chronic  idiots  ? — 1 presume  the  same 
course  would  be  taken  in  both  of  them,  and  it  is  a good  deal  a question  of  economy. 
I am  quite  sure  that  in  Derry  and  Donegal  the  Governors  will  say,  “ Our  asylum  is  large 
enough  for^ curative  purposes;  we  will  take  the  workhouses  and  put  the  chronic  cases 
into  them.”  I say,  that  is  well  enough,  if  you  make  the  workhouses  suitable  establish- 
ments for  the  reception  of  the  insane,  and  are  not  niggardly  ; but  take  care  to  have  the 
insane  of  the  district  put  into  them  properly  fed  and  clothed,  and  have  them  cleanly,  and 
the  houses  well  ventilated.  I do  not  see  any  objection  to  it  in  that  case. 

”99-  Would  you  not  think  that  such  a building  as  you  have  described  for  the  district, 
would  be  preferable  for  the  persons  who  would  be  its  inmates,  to  having  them  scattered 
about  m various  union  workhouses,  both  as  regards  their  comfort  and  treatment,  and  as 
regards  economy  ? — Yes ; I said  I would  have  one  district  asylum,  and  convert  a poorhouse 
into  a proper  asylum  for  that  class. 

700.  Would  the  cases  you  propose  to  place  in  these  separate  institutions  be,  in  fact, 
incurable  cases  ? — Yes,  tranquil  and  incurable  cases. 

701.  Supposing  this  class  were  confined  in  lunatic  wards  of  the  workhouses,  properly 
prepared  for  the  purpose  of  their  reception,  would  you  consider  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  separated  from  the  other  sane  inmates  of  the  workhouses  altogether? — Certainly* 
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702.  Would  you  consider  it  desirable  that  any  central  control  should  be  exercised  by  dubm*. 

Commissioners  or  Inspectors  over  the  treatment  of  these  patients,  beyond  the  mere  — - ' 
inspection  ?— Decidedly,  I think  there  ought  to  be  the  same  code  of  rules  and  regulations.  /"*/wf"rs  ' \fiMnati c 
and  that  the  lunatic  department  should  be  managed  just  as  lunatic  asylums  are. 

703.  In  the  case  of  a workhouse  being  entirely  converted  into  a lunatic  asylum  for  the  ,ll,d 
district  for  the  class  to  which  you  refer,  would  you  propose  that  the  government  of  the  J- Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d. 
institution  should  rest  with  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  district  asylum  ? — I would.  Control  over  work-  , 

704.  Are  there  many  workhouses  in  Ireland,  which  you  consider  might  be  made  available  houscs  suuh; 

in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  paupers,  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  cSnal.  “C 
class  to  which  you  refer  ?— Yes.  The  other  day,  a gentleman  from  the  county  of  Making  work- 
Donegal,  when  I was  at  Liftord,  said,  why  not  make  the  Letterkenny  poorhousc  a place  houses  available 
for  the  reception  of  chronic  cases  ? I suppose  it  would  contain  200.  ' for  snch  cases- 

705.  You  are  aware  of  the  general  plan  of  construction  of  workhouses  in  Ireland? — Yes. 

706.  Do  you  think  such  buildings  might  easily  be  converted  into  proper  asylums  for  the 
reception  of  the  class  to  which  you  refer  ?— Yes ; I think  they  could  be  made  available 
for  that  purpose. 

707.  Do  you  think  the  quantity  of  ground  usually  attached  to  workhouses  would  be 
sufficient  for  these  classes  ? — Certainly  not.  I think  there  should  be  thirty  statute  acres 
to  250  patients,  for  those  are  the  people  most  available  for  out-door  labour.’ 

708.  I believe  in  some  cases  that  quantity  of  land  is  already  attached  to  workhouses  ? — 

I do  not  know. 

709.  You  think  the  labour  of  the  classes  who  would  be  placed  in  these  institutions 
should  be  properly  employed? — Yes, 

710.  You  think  the  effect  of  the  arrangement  you  have  contemplated  would  be,  to  a Effect  of  such  an 

certain  extent,  to  increase  the  curative  accommodation  in  Ireland  ? — Certainly.  arrangement- 

711.  Do  you  consider  that  any  such  arrangement  could  he  made  in  the  case  of  the  fyT??-  “nd  Carlow 
districts  of  Derry  and  Carlow,  which  at  present  call  for  additional  lunatic  accommodation?  J ”C  *' 

— I think  wc  might  manage  in  Derry,  but  we  could  not  do  so  in  Car-low. 

712.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  such  institutions  upon  the  number  of 
lunatics  in  Ireland?— I think  the  less  lunatic  accommodation  you  have,  the  more  you 
propagate  insanity.  If  you  put  every  case  of  lunacy  up  in  Ireland,  in  the  course  of  each 
generation  the  diminution  of  lunacy  would  go  on  pan  passu. 

713.  Wo  have  been  informed  that  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Clonmel  is  not  sufficiently  Clonmel  District 

large  for  the  accommodation  of  the  lunatic  poor  of  that  district  ? — Certainly  not  Asylum. 

7 14.  In  what  way  would  you  propose  the  additional  lunacy  accommodation  should  be 
provided? — That  has -'been  considered.  Were  it  not  that  the  present  building  is  up 
against  a hill,  we  could  increase  it.  I would  propose  to  enlarge  it  in  such  a way,  as  to 
render  the  present  kitchens  and  washhouses  available. 

7 15.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  an  enlargement  of  the  asylum  would  meet  the  wants  of  the 
district  ?— I think  if  it  was  enlarged  for  about  eighty  patients  it  would  meet  the  wants  of 

the  district.  The  county  of  Tipperary  is  divided  into  two  ridings,  the  North  and  the  South.  Situation  of  Asylum, 
Clonmel  is  in  the  south.  The  population  of  the  North  Hiding  is  greater  than  that  of  the  effect  of- 
South.  There  arc  136  patients  in  the  Clonmel  Asylum,  and  1 believe  only  forty  of 
them  belong  to  the  North  Riding,  thus,  showing  the  facility  that  exists  for  getting  into 
an  asylum  patients  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

716.  Do  you  think  that  the  position  of  the  asylum  on  the  confines  of  a large  district, 
naturally  leads  to  its  not  being  available  for  the  remote  parts  of  that  district  ?— Decidedly. 

We  always  find  in  a district  ot‘  three  counties,  that  the  county  in  which  the  asylum  stands 
has  more  patients  in  it  in  proportion  than  there  are  from  the  other  two  counties. 

717.  Is  there  any  provision  for  distributing  the  accommodation  between  the  contributing  Distribution  of 
counties? — Yes.  A certain  amount  of  money  was  levied  from  each  county,  in  pro-  accommodation 
portion  to  the  number  of  patients  each  county  was  to  send.  For  example,  when  the  inVcoundes-”  Ut’ 
Carlow  Asylum  was  built,  it  cost  £22,000.  of  which  Kilkenny  paid  £7,000,  Wexford, 

between  £6,000  and  £7,000,  Carlow,  £3,000,  and  the  difference  was  paid  by  Kildare.  I 
am  speaking  in  round  numbers.  Of  course,  then,  you  would  say  that  Kilkenny,  having 
paid  £7,000,  had  a right  to  have  twice  the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  asylum  as  the  county 
that  only  paid  £3,000.  But,  eventually,  as  soon  as  the  asylum  began  to  get  crowded, 
urgent  cases,  no  matter  from  what  point,  most  likely  the  nearest  points,  were  admitted, 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  might  send  possibly  six  cases  on  the  same  day  from  the  gaols, 
counterbalancing  the  number  that  ought  to  be  iu  the  asylum  from  the  several  districts.  Net  adhered  to. 

That  furnishes  an  argument  in  favour  of  each  county,  when  it  can  fairly  be  done,  having  its 
own  asylum.  It  gets  its  just  and  legitimate  proportion  of  accommodation  in  that  case  ; but 
where  two  or  three  counties  are  attached  to  an  asylum,  the  practical  result  generally  is, 
that  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  establishment  sends  more  patients  to  it  than  the  more 
remote  portions  of  the  district.  This  is  exemplified  in  the  county  of  Tipperary  Asylum, 
where  the  North  Riding,  with  a larger  population,  lias  comparatively  few  in  the  asylum. 

718.  Would  places  be  left  vacant  in  an  asylum  because  the  number  of  inmates  from  a Leaving  vacancies, 
distant  county  might  not  be  as  large  as  the  county  was  entitled  to  ? — Certainly. 

719.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  have  been  for  a considerable  time- between  thirty  and  Ballinasloe  Asylum 
forty  vacancies  in  the  BalRnasloe  Asylum  ? — Yes.  That  was  originally  an  asylum  for  the  J"!1  District;  msuf- 
whole  province  of  Connaught,  and  two  counties  were  detached,  and  all  the  patients  in  the  dntiony  ofacconiino' 
asylum  from  the  counties  of  Sligo  and  Leitrim  were  removed  from  it  when  the  Sligo 

Asylum  was  built,  which  caused  a great  reduction.  Another  reason  is,  that  the  asylum 
itself  was  enlarged  a little  before  for  the  other  three  counties. 
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720.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existence  of  vacancies  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  is  a 
satisfactory  indication  that  there  is  no  need  for  further  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor 
in  the  counties  of  Galway,  Mayo,  and  Roscommon  ? — I think  for  the  lunatic  poor  certainly 
not.  I think  for  curative  purposes  it  is  large  enough ; but  if  the  idiotic  and  epileptic 
lunatics  were  brought  in  from  the  three  counties,  it  would  not  be  large  enough,  and  there 
would  be  a strong  necessity  in  two  or  three  years  for  erecting  such  a building  as  we 
propose  for  chronic,  incurable,  and  epileptic  cases. 

721.  How  do  you  account  for  these  vacancies  existing  so  long  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum, 
if  there  are  curative  cases  amongst  the  lunatic  poor  that  should  be  admitted  ? — Ballinasloe 
Asylum  was  unfortunate  in  being  built  at  the  end  of  the  district;  geographically,  it  is  in 
the  worst  situation — there  are  parts  of  the  district  1 20  miles  distant. 

722.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  there  are  many  lunatics  belonging  to  the  county  Mayo, 
who  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  asylum,  and  who  would  he  sent  were  it  more  central  ? — 
Certainly ; the  families  of  lunatics  in  that  part  of  the  district  have  not  the  means  to 
send  them. 

723.  The  addition  of  a building  for  chronic  and  imbecile  cases  at  Ballinasloe,  would 
not  afford  to  the  lunatic  poor  of  Mayo  the  facility  of  access  to  the  institution,  which  you 
consider  they  are  at  present  debarred  of? — It  would  not.  If  I were  to  build,  I would 
build  the  asylum  I propose  in  the  mote  remote  districts  of  Mayo,  giving  a facility  for  send- 
ing the  violent  cases  to  Ballinasloe. 

724.  You  have  spoken  in  your  examination  of  the  propriety  of  making  provision  for 
patients  who  are  able  to  pay  some  proportion  of  their  cost  or  their  maintenance,  and  who 
are  not  paupers  ? — Yes. 

725.  Is  there  any  other  way  you  could  suggest  for  making  provision  for  them  beyond  their 
reception  into  district  lunatic  asylums  ? — There  are  only  two  ways  in  which  it  could  be  done. 
One  would  be,  if  the  Government  advanced  the  money  from  a benevolent  object,  and  repaid 
itself  afterwards  by  the  patients  to  whom  I have  referred.  The  other  would  be,  if  bene- 
volent people  would  form  a joint-stock  company,  and  run  the  chance  of  doing  it.  I am 
thoroughly  adverse  to  private  asylums,  where  small  sums  would  be  paid;  because  I think 
it  would  he  trading  on  the  miseries  of  such  lunatics. 

726.  Are  you  aware  that  a very  strong  feeling  has  grown  up  against  the  association  of 
paying  and  pauper  patients  in  the  same  asylum  ? — Yes ; I know  that  in  asylums  in  England, 
Edinburgh,  and  Perth,  there  were  pauper  patients  paying  nothing,  and  there  were  also 
private  patients  paying  large  sums — upwards  of  £150  and  £200  a-year,  and  having  every 
comfort  supplied  to  them,  and  means  of  driving  out.  That  in  itself  is  a bad  principle : 
but  if  you  admit  patients  who  will  pay  merely  the  simple  expense  of  their  maintenance, 
the  same  as  would  be  the  cost  of  a pauper  patient,  and  would  reconcile  themselves  to  such 
treatment,  the  system  would  not  have  any  bad  effect.  In  France,  at  Auxerre,  Lyons,  and 
Dijon,  where  there  are  paying  patients,  there  was  no  objection.  If  you  have  a patient 
paying  merely  his  proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  building  and  his  cost  of  maintenance 
in  the  way  I have  described,  he  cannot  then  assume  airs. 

727.  Do  you  think  that  in  Ireland,  independently  of  the  payment  of  money,  there  would 
be  a moral  repuguance  on  the  part  of  their  friends  to  put  patients,  for  whom  they  would 
pay,  into  the  same  asylum  with  pauper  patients  ? — Not  on  the  part  of  families  who  would 
try  and  take  advantage  of  the  asylum. 

728.  Would  it  be,  in  your  opinion,  more  advisable  to  place  the  paying  patients  and  the 
pauper  patients  together  in  the  same  asylum,  or  to  have  separate  asylums  for  those  who 
pay  for  their  maintenance  ? — My  answer  to  that  is  this — If  it  could  he  done,  either  by  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  by  voluntary  contributions,  or  if  the  Government  came  in 
and  erected  such  an  institution,  and  that  the  patients  admitted  paid  something  beyond  the 
mere  cost  of  their  maintenance,  so  that  it  would  be  no  loss  to  any  parties,  the  arrange- 
ment would  prove  satisfactory. 

729.  Are  you  aware  that  in  Eugland  there  are  institutions  of  that  kind,  not  conducted 
for  profit  by  private  individuals,  but  which  are  self-supporting  ? — I am  aware  of  it. 

730.  Are  the  payments  for  paying  patients  in  district  asylums  made  quarterly? — That 
is  a matter  of  arrangement.  I think  that,  generally,  it  is  half-yearly.  Very  often  it 
occurs,  that  when  a patient  is  entering  an  asylum,  £12  or  £15  is  paid  when  the 
expense  would  be  about  £18  a-year,  the  friends  of  the  lunatic  would  be  told  if  he  gets 
on  well,  and  recovers  in  four  months  or  so,  we  will  charge  you  for  that  time  and 
give  you  the  difference ; but  if  he  continues  ill  for  a year,  you  will  have  to  come  and  pay 
the  balance. 

731.  Have  you  known  cases  in  Ireland  in  which,  persons  of  the  middle  classes  took 
advantage  of  the  district  asylums  to  send  their  relatives  to  them  ? — I have  known  some 
cases  where  respectable,  but  reduced,  families,  solicited  the  admission  of  their  relatives  to 
district  asylums. 

732.  I believe  there  are  in  Ireland  a large  number  of  wandering  lunatics — a class  of 
idiots  and  imbeciles,  whom  it  is  an. injury  to  society  should  be  at  large  ? — I think  so. 

733.  Do  you  think  that  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands,  affords  sufficient  power  for  the 
removal  of  such  cases  to  lunatic  asylums  ? — No.  They  can  only  be  admitted  on  application, 
and  there  is  no  one  to  apply  for  them. 

734.  Does  the  feeling  prevail,  or  otherwise,  amongst  the  people,  of  protecting _ those 
idiots,  even  when  deserted  by  their  friends,  rather  than  facilitate  their  transmission  to 
asylums? — Yes,  they  employ  them  as  their  messengers,  or  to  watch  sheep,  or  to  look 
after  cattle.  They  do  not  encourage  their  transmission  to  asylums. 
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Dublin,  28tli  October,  1 85C. 


Dcbt/ik. 


Present : Sir  T.  N.  Kedington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Dr.  Corrigan,  and. Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — General  State  of  Asylums  and  Lunacy. 

Dr.  John  Nugent  further  examined  on  oath. 

735.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  inspecting,  in  each  year,  the  workhouses  in  which  lunatics 
may  be  detained  ? — Yes. 

736.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  you  found  existing  for  the  accommodation 
of  lunatics  in  those  establishments  ? — No;  they  are  very  insufficient. 

737.  In  what  respects? — First  and  foremost,  the  rooms  are  exceedingly  small;  they  are 
ill-ventilated.  There  is  no  conveniency  whatever,  either  for  the  comfort  or  safe  custody  of 
the  lunatics.  The  yards  attached  to  what  are  called  the  “insane  cells,”  in  those  work- 
houses are  very  restricted  and  gloomy,  without  a current  of  air.  About  the  year  1848,  I 
wrote  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the  subject.  At  that  time  the  poorhouses  were 
beginning  to  be  so  much  crowded  by  paupers  that  they  could  not  interfere,  or  give 
any  additional  accommodation  then. 

738.  Have  you  since  brought  the  matter  under  their  notice  ? — Not  in  the  same  form, 
inasmuch  as  we  have  been  building  and  increasing  asylums. 

739.  Were  the  portions  of  the  workhouses  where  the  insane  are  detained  built  profes-  Idiot  wards, 
sedly  for  the  reception  of  lunatics? — Yes,  they  were  built  originally  as  idiot  wards,  but 

from  the  pressure  that  came  upon  these  poorliouses  for  accommodation,  the  idiot  wards 
were  converted  to  the  general  use,  and  the  idiots  were  diffused  through  the  house  as  the 
case  might  be. 

740.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  idiot  wards,  as  you  call  them,  do  not  on  all  occasions 
contain  the  whole  of  the  lunatics  who  may  be  in  the  establishment  ? — No. 

741.  Is  it  not  injurious  that  idiots  or  lunatics  should  be  mixed  with  the  sane  inmates? 

— I think  it  is,  and  I am  of  opinion  they  should  not  be  so  mixed,  because  idiots  are  liable 
to  be  molested  and  annoyed  by  the  thoughtless  in  poorliouses. 

742.  Have  you  found  that  the  lunatics  have  frequently  been  placed  under  restraint  in  Treatment  of 

tlie  workhouses  ? — The  very  places  themselves  constitute  places  of  restraint,  the  cells  in  in  work- 

wliich  they  are  lodged  being  very  narrow  and  miserable. 

743.  I mean  mechanical  restraint? — Yes,  I have  seen  them  under  mechanical  restraint; 

I would  not  say  they  have  habitual  recourse  to  it  in  poorhouses. 

744.  From  your  observation  do  you  consider  that  they  are  treated  with  humanity  and 
kindness,  or  otherwise,  by  those  in  charge  of  the  workhouses  ? — From  my  observation  I do 
not  think  they  are  sufficiently  clad,  or  fed,  or  sufficiently  looked  after.  I cannot  say  they 
are  cruelly  treated,  but  I can  say  they  are  not  sufficiently  well  treated. 

745.  Are  those  who  are  assigned  for  their  attendance  persons  who  are  familiar  with  the 
treatment  of  lunatics? — No.  In  fact  they  have  no  persons  assigned  for  their  attendance 
except,  perhaps,  some  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse;  and  to  encourage  these  poor 
people  to  be  attentive  to  the  idiots  placed  under  their  care,  I have  frequently  urged  that 
such  persons  should  get  some  additional  recompense.  I found,  however,  that  they  could 
not  receive  a recompense  in  money,  and,  therefore,  I proposed  that  they  should  get  tea, 
and  bread  and  butter,  and  such  things,  in  consideration  of  their  attention. 

746.  Has  that  suggestion  boon  generally  adopted? — In  some  instances,  but  not  mothers. 

747.  Do  you  consider  that  sufficient  care,  in  a medical  point  of  view,  is  given  to  lunatics 
detained  in  workhouses? — Yes;  I think  the  medical  men  generally  pay  them  a great  deal 
of  attention,  in  many  instances  putting  them  on  extra  diet. 

7 48.  Do  you  consider  that  a workhouse  is  an  establishment  in  which  the  cure  of  lunatics 
is  likely  to  be  effected? — No ; I think  workhouses  are  not  conducive  to  recovery. 

7 49-  Do  you  find  many  cases  of  insanity,  i.e.,  violent  patients,  detained  iu  workhouses  Violent  eases  i» 
who  ought  to  go  into  asylums? — Yes.  When  a case  becomes  very  violent  or  dangerous  "'orltilouses' 
in  a workhouse,  application  is  generally  made  to  the  district  asylum,  if  there  is  room  to 
admit  the  case ; and  it  very  often  occurs  that  the  guardians  of  the  immediate  poorhouse 
have  individuals  committed  to  prison  as  dangerous  lunatics  for  security  sake,  in  order  to 
have  them  removed  the  more  certainly  and  the  quicker  to  the  district  asylum. 

750.  Do  you  feel  it  your  duty,  on  inspecting  these  institutions,  to  note  down  the  cases 
which  are  fit  for  removal  to  asylums?— Yes.  Very  frequently  when  I go  into  a poorhouse 
and  see  a very  urgent  case,  I write  over  to  the  district  asylum,  stating  the  particulars,  and 
beg  the  manager  to  make  preparations,  and  seud  an  admission  for  the  party. 

751.  Have  you  ever  recommended  the  employment  of  paid  attendants  for  insane  wards 
in  poorhouses? — Never. 

752.  Is  there  any  special  dietary  for  the  inmates  of  insaue  wards  in  workhouses  ? — No,  Dietary, 
it  varies,  because  the  physician  to  the  workhouse  has  the  authority  to  put  any  patient  he 
pleases  on  extra  diet.  Now  it  so  happens  that  in  most  instances — at  least  in  a great 
number  of  instances — the  physicians  in  these  poorhouses  put  the  insane  that  are  in  them 

upon  something  better  than  the  common  diet,  but  it  is  not  obligatory  on  them  to  do  so,  it 
is  a voluntary  act  on  their  part,  aud  is  done  in  some  places,  but  not  in  others. 

753.  What  arrangements  have  you  and  your  colleague  made  for  the  regular  visitation  of 
workhouses? — On  an  average,  I think  we  go  both  to  the  workhouses  certainly  in  the  course 
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Dublin.  of  a year  and  a half  or  two.  When  we  go  to  the  neighbourhood  of  a worlihouse  we  visit 
it.  I made  a general  visitation  of  the  workhouses  in  Ireland  some  years  ago. 

754.  Will  you  furnish  a return  of  the  workhouses  visited  by  yourself  and  your  colleague 
during  the  last  twelve  months? — Yes. 

755.  Upon  visiting  workhouses,  do  you  enter  your  observations  in  any  book  in  the 
place  ? — No ; there  is  no  book  of  visitations.  If  there  is  any  thing  particular,  that  I think 
should  be  called  attention  to,  I generally  write  a letter.  There  is  a rough  book  for  persons 
going  in  and  out,  in  which  I have  made  occasional  remarks. 

756.  After  visiting  workhouses  are  you  in  the  habit  of  making  any  reports  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners? — No. 

757.  The  communications  made  by  you  are  to  the  authorities  of  the  workhouses  ? To 

the  local  authorities. 

758.  Are  those  communications  confined  to  entries  in  the  visitor’s  book  to  which  you 
have  referred? — Yes,  with  the  exceptions  I have  stated.  If  I find  the  same  attention  paid 
as  heretofore,  1 see  nothing  of  importance  to  note  one  way  or  the  other,  because  it  would 
tend  to  no  good.  If  we  found  the  asylum  of  a district  sufficiently  large,  then  we  would 
have  drafted  to  it  some  of  the  lunatics. 

759.  But,  as  places  of  detention  for  the  insane,  are  not  lunatic  wards  in  workhouses 

places  which  you  are  bound  to  inspect  with  the  view  to  their  proper  management  ? Yes 

we  are  expected  to  visit  them,  but  not  at  any  particular  periods ; I mean  that  we  are  not  to 
pay  a particular  number  of  visits  within  a certain  period. 

760.  Your  inspection  also  extends  to  the  various  gaols  in  Ireland? — Yes. 

761.  Do  you  also  visit  bridewells? — No,  lunatics  are  never  detained  in  them. 

762.  District  bridewells? — No,  it  would  be  illegal  to  scud  a dangerous  lunatic  to  the 
bridewell. 

763.  Do  you  also  visit  the  public  prisons  ? — I visited  Spike  Island  frequently,  and  the 
convict  prisons  here. 

764.  Do  you  consider  that  you  should  pay  annual  visits  to  each  of  these  institutions?— 
No,  it  is  not  a duty.  I have  gone  occasionally,  having  heard  there  were  lunatics  in  them, 
and  also  having  heard,  in  some  cases,  that  there  was  a doubt  as  to  the  sanity  of  the 
persons,  and  I went  to  examine  them. 

7 65.  What  have  you  generally  found  to  be  the  nature  of  the  arrangements  made  in 
gaols  with  reference  to  lunatics? — Well,  I think,  on  the  whole,  considering  the  constitution 
of  gaols,  that  every  attention  is  paid  to  lunatics  in  them,  and  every  care  taken  of  them. 

1 66.  Are  they  confined  in  separate  wards  ? — No ; whore  there  are  a large  number  I 
think  you  will  always  find  them  congregated  together;  but  if  there  are  only  one  or  two 
dangerous  lunatics,  I have  often  seen  the  patients  with  the  general  class  of  better  con- 
ducted prisoners. 

} 67-  Are  they  disposed  of  accordingto  the  gaol  classification  of  prisoners  before  trial,  and 
prisoners  after  trial,  or  are  they  disposed  of  with  reference  to  their  conduct  as  lunatics, 
and  therefore  kept  in  separate  wards? — Yes,  it  depends  upon  their  conduct  as  lunatics. 

768.  As  regards  the  classes  of  lunatics  confined  in  gaols,  do  you  feel  it  your  duty  to 
report  those  who  may  be  qualified  for  admission  to  the  asylums  ? — The  way  in  which  we 
do  that  is  this.  W e got  a return  of  every  lunatic  who  is  sent  to  prison  immediately  after 
he  is  committed  to  prison,  with  an  account  of  the  character,  and  history,  and  nature  of  his 
insanity7.  W e also  get  returns  weekly,  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  different  asylums, 
stating  what  vacancies  may  or  may  not  be  in  them  ; and  then  as  we  find  vacancies,  and  as 
we  find  lunatics  in  the  prisons,  we  write  down  for  the  committal  of  the  persons  placed  in 
the  prisons  as  dangerous  lunatics,  and  have  them  transferred  to  district  asylums. 

769.  Such  lunatics  are  removed  by  an  order  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? — Yes. 

770.  And  would,  therefore,  be  admitted  into  the  asylum  without  any  interposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Governors  ? — Yes,  without  any  interposition  on  their  part. 

,.  lunatics  in  gaols  kept  upon  the  ordinary  gaol  diet,  or  do  they  receive  extra 

■_  H depends  upon  the  medical  man  who  visits  the  gaol ; it  is  discretionary  with  him. 
•i  „ IS  cases  come  under  your  knowledge  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  gaols  for  long 
periods? — Yes,  for  very  long  jieriods. 

^kat  is  the  greatest  length  of  time  you  have  known  a lunatic  to  be  detained  in 
gaol . I have. known  a lunatic  to  be  detained  in  gaol  over  eight  years. 

774-  How  did  that  arise? — "Where  a case  is  a very  chronic  one,  and  becomes  tranquil, 
we  think  it  quite  ridiculous  to  send  that  to  a district  asylum,  to  occupy  a place  which  may 
be  used  better  for  a curable  case;  and,  besides,  the  committing  magistrate  has  the  power 
quite  as  much  as  any  other  authority,  to  send  such  a party  out  of  gaol  as  soon  as  he  ceases 
to  be  dangerous. 

asto  particular  cases  ? ^ hat  is  ^e  practice  in.  cases  of  persons  becoming  insane  while  under  sentence  or 

in  gaols.  waiting  tor  trial ; whose  duty  is  it  to  report  such  cases,  and  within  what  period  ? — -The 

gaol  authorities  report  to  us,  statiug  the  circumstances,  and  we  communicate  with  the 
Government.  If  a man  is  merely  accused  of  a crime  and  is  not  indicted,  we  have  him 
removed  to  a district  asylum,  where  he  remains  until  he  recovers,  and  when  he  recovers, 
we  intimate  to  the  Government  that  such  a person  is  recovered,  and  we  have  him  sent  back 
to  prison  to  stand  his  trial. 

776.  And  in  cases  of  parties  under  sentence,  are  they  not  remitted  back,  upon  recovery, 
to  undergo  the  remainder  of  their  sentence? — Yes,'  but  we  do  not  send  them  to  the 
district  asylums.  What  we  do  with  parties  who  become  insane  subsequent  to  condem- 
nation, is  to  have  them  removed  to  the  Central  Asylum.  As  soon  as  his  period  of  imprison- 
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ment  terminates,  he  no  longer  is  a fit  subject  to  remain  iu  the  Central  Asylum,  and  is 
discharged,  or  if  lie  recovers  in  the  interval,  before  the  expiration  of  the  sentence,  we 
send  him  back.  I will  state  a case  for  example.  There  was  a man,  about  a month  ago, 
discharged  as  quite  well ; his  period  of  legal  imprisonment  would  be  a year  longer,  but 
we  stated  the  matter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  he  said  to  discharge  him  at  once  and 
remit  the  year. 

777.  Have  you  found  that  many  of  the  cases  of  lunatics  in  gaol  have  been  recent  acute 
cases  ? — Yes,  and  I have  known  a great  number  of  cases  sent  to  gaol  recovering  in 
gaol.  The  system  of  isolation  in  gaol,  and  the  absence  of  the  previous  excitement, 
produces  a good  effect. 

778.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  committal  of 
dangerous  lunatics  ? — I think  the  law,  if  properly  acted  on,  is  a very  good  one,  considering 
the  deficiency  of  lunatic  accommodation  in  Ireland  ; I think,  if  strictly  acted  upon,  it  is  a 
necessary  law  : but  there  is  great  laxity  on  the  part  of  magistrates  in  committing  lunatics 
to  gaol.  They  do  not  examine  sufficiently  into  the  antecedents  of  the  case ; and  if  a 
person  comes  and  swears  that  A B is  a dangerous  lunatic,  they  do  not  take  proper  pre- 
cautions in  the  matter,  and  are  not  particular  enough. 

779.  Is  the  committal  of  a dangerous  lunatic  accompanied  with  a medical  certificate  as 
to  the  state  of  his  mind  ? — Yes. 

7 80.  On  visiting  the  gaols,  do  you  examine  these  documents'? — Generally — always  indeed. 

781.  What  is  your  opinion  upon  the  question  of  sending  persons,  becoming  insane  after 
committal  for  felonies  and  misdemeanours,  to  the  district  asylums  ? — I think  it  is  a proper 
course  to  adopt,  because  you  have  no  right  to  consider  a man  accused  of  a crime  as  having 
perpetrated  the  crime,  until  it  is  proved. 

782.  Have  you  found  that  the  amendment  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  committal  of 
dangerous  lunatics,  in  the  Act  of  1845,  has  checked  the  improper  practice  which  prevailed 
with  refei'ence  to  the  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics  indiscriminately  ? — It  may  in  some 
measure.  It  is  a subject  on  which  I corresponded  with  the  Government  a good  deal  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago.  I recollect  one  time  we  had  560  lunatics  in  gaol. 

783.  Does  the  medical  officer  of  a prison  enter  in  any  book  any  observations,  with  respect 
to  the  lunacy  cases,  as  distinct  from  other  prisoners? — Yes,  lie  treats  them  as  a separate 
class. 

784.  Can  you  furnish  a return  of  the  gaols  visited  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  present 
year? — Yes,  I will  do  so. 

785.  How  are  dangerous  lunatics,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison,  discharged,  should 
they  become  sane  ? — If  a dangerous  lunatic  becomes  sane,  or  ceases  to  be  dangerous  in 
prison,  any  of  the  committing  magistrates  lias  the  power  of  discharging  him.  If  he 
becomes  sane,  or  if  he  is  to  be  discharged  from  the  district  asylum,  if  transferred  from  the 
gaol  to  the  asylum,  it  rests  altogether  with  the  Board,  and  there  is  no  application  to  the 
committing  magistrate.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  committing  magistrate  ceases  as  soon  as 
the  case  leaves  the  gaol. 

786.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  is  it  the  practice  to  transfer  insane 
persons,  who  have  been  committed  to  gaol  as  dangerous  lunatics,  to  district  asylums, 
after  they  have  ceased  to  be  dangerous  in  the  gaols  ? — Certainly,  for  this  reason.  A 
man  may  be  a very  dangerous  lunatic  to-day,  and  as  soon  as  he  is  put  into  gaol,  the  very 
fact  of  his  isolation  in  that  gaol,  and  of  the  control  exercised  over  him,  may  make  him, 
within  twenty-four  hours,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  quiet,  and  in  that  state  of  quietness, 
it  is  as  much  within  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  send  him  to  gaol  as  if 
he  had  been  breaking  windows  or  doing  other  violence.  He  is  in  the  prison  under 
the  recognition,  so  far  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  concerned,  of  being  a dangerous  lunatic. 
As  long  as  the  interference  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  of  the  State  is  required,  they  regard 
him  in  his  original  condition  of  a dangerous  lunatic. 

787.  When  a dangerous  lunatic,  who  lias  been  confined  in  gaol,  has  ceased  to  be  of 
unsound  mind,  or  ceased  to  be  a dangerous  lunatic,  is  it  the  practice  of  the  Governor  to 
notify  that  to  the  committing  magistrate  or  to  the  Inspector,  or  both  ? — He  very  often  notifies 
it  to  the  committing  magistrates,  and  the  committing  magistrates  very  often  refuse  to 
interfere.  They  say,  “No,  we  do  not  like  to  let  the  person  out.”  I myself  applied  to  com- 
mitting magistrates,  saying,  “I  think  so  and  so  is  a tranquil  case,  he  is  doing  no  good  in  the 
house,  or  he  is  recovering,  and  you  might  let  him  out;”  many  of  the  magistrates  say  “We 
will  not  take  upon  ns  the  responsibility  of  letting  parties  out ; let  them  go  to  the  asylum, 
and  let  it  be  certified  there  they  are  recovering,  and  send  them  out."  I have  known  many, 
from  a scrupulous  feeling,  unwilling  to  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  I state. 

788.  But  does  not  the  law  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  power  to  discharge  in  such  a 
case? — Yes,  or  the  assistant  barrister,  or  the  going  judge  of  assize. 

789.  I believe  there  has  been  a Central  Asylum  erected,  of  late  years,  for  criminal  luna- 
tics ?— Yes. 

790.  I believe  the  criminal  lunatics  who  may  ho  detained  in  that  asylum  are  persons 
indicted  or  acquitted,  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the 
crime,  or  who  have  been  found  insane  at  the  time  of  their  indictment  ? — According  to  the 
26th  section  of  the  Act,  such  is  the  case. 

791.  I believe  persons  under  sentence  of  imprisonment  or  transportation,  who  have 
become  insane,  may  also  be  removed  to  that  asylum  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? — Yes. 

792.  Have  the  committals  to  the  Central  Asylum  been  strictly  confined  to  these  classes? 
— They  have. 
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793.  By  whom  are  the  rules  and  regulations  for  that  asylum  framed  ?— They  were 
submitted  by  the  Inspectors  and  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council. 

794.  Are  there  other  Governors  appointed  for  the  management  of  the  institution  ? — No 
tho  Inspectors  have  the  sole  control  and  management. 

795.  How  long  has  the  institution  been  in  operation  ? — Six  years. 

796.  Are  you  satisfied  of  the  advantage  of  having  such  an  establishment? — Perfectly. 

797.  By  whom  are  the  officers  and  servants  of  that  establishment  appointed? — By 
Government. 

798.  IIow  is  the  medical  attendance  of  the  institution  provided  for  ? — There  is  a visiting 
and  resident  physician — the  resident  physician  being  the  Governor. 

799-  How  often  does  the  visiting  physician  attend  the  asylum  ? — Ho  attends  alternate 
days,  and  whenever  necessary ; two  or  three  times  in  the  day  if  required. 

800.  Who  selects  the  patients  who  may  be  transferred  from  the  gaols  to  these  asylums? 
Originally,  on  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  a list  of  all  that  came  under  the  category  of 
criminal  was  submitted  to  Government  by  the  Inspectors,  stating  the  particular  crimes  of 
which  the  lunatics  had  been  accused,  and  also  giving  a short  abstract  or  history  of  their 
insanity,  of  their  conduct,  and  of  other  matters,  which  might  direct  Government  in  the 
selection  of  the  cases  to  be  sent  to  the  asylum. 

801.  When  vacancies  occur  in  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  is  preference  given  to  any 
particular  class  of  cases? — Yes,  to  cases  of  a serious  character;  persons  charged  with 
murder,  violent  assaults,  and  such  like  offences,  arc  selected  and  sent  there. 

802.  Is  a preference,  therefore,  given  to  the  cases  of  heinous  crimes,  rather  than  of 
aggravated  lunacy? — Yes.  At  the  same  time,  where  individuals  show  aggravated  and 
dangerous  symptoms,  though  their  crimes  have  not  been  very  bad,  they  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  asylum  as  a safe  place  of  custody. 

803.  In  cases  where  lunatics  have  recovered  in  the  asylum,  what  steps  have  been  taken 
with  regard  to  such  patients  ? — The  Inspectors  intimate  to  Government,  when  they  are 
satisfied  of  the  absolute  recovery  of  a party,  with  a recommendation  to  the  Government  as 
to  the  course  it  would  be  judicious  to  adopt  in  his  regard. 

804.  Are  there  any  cases  of  removal  from  tho  Central  Criminal  Asylum  to  district 
asylums  ? — No,  wo  have  not  done  that  as  yet. 

805.  What  cases  do  you  consider  should  be  so  removed  legally  ? — Suppose  it  was  a 
person,  we  will  say,  belonging  to  the  county  of  Kilkenny  committed  for  an  offence,  and 
that  he  was  to  be  transported  for  seven  years  ; if  at  the  expiration  of  tho  seven  years,  part 
of  the  time  being  spent  in  a lunatic  asylum,  lie  still  continued  to  be  insane,  that  person 
should  be  sent  to  his  native  district. 

806.  Under  what  provision  of  the  law  ? — The  law  gives  authority  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
or  Government,  to  detain  the  individual  in  a lunatic  asylum  only  so  long  as  the  period  of 
his  imprisonment  exists.  After  that  he  is  to  be  discharged. 

807.  Does  your  answer  refer  to  a case,  where  the  period  of  the  sentence  having  expired, 
the  party  still  remains  a lunatic  ? — Yes. 

808.  Suppose  a person,  originally  committed  to  the  Central  Asylum,  having  been  acquitted 
on  tho  ground  of  insanity,  and  that  such  person  is  eventually  cured,  what  would  be  the 
course  of  proceeding  then  ? — The  course  of  proceeding  we  have  adopted  in  such  cases  is, 
to  recommend  the  man  to  bo  sent  back  to  prison.  In  other  instances  wro  have  recom- 
mended that  he  should  be  discharged,  and  a free  pardon  granted.  We  have  had,  I think, 
ten  instances  in  which  we  discharged  persons  from  the  Criminal  Asylum  ; one  of  them  was 
sent  back  to  prison,  the  others  got  free  pardons.  Those  were  for  heinous  offences.  The 
last  case  we  discharged  was  that  of  a man,  named  Dermody,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
who,  in  a fit  of  excitement,  killed  his  child.  In  other  cases,  where  females,  after  parturition, 
had  destroyed  their  children,  we  have  so  acted  where  they  were  married  women ; they 
were  labouring  under  puerperal  mania. 

809.  Am  I to  understand,  that  a class  of  persons  have  been  discharged  who  have  never 
really  been  tried  ? — No ; I mean  to  say,  that  if  a person  was  not  tried — being  incompetent 
to  plead,  and  to  be  put  upon  trial — what  we  have  done  in  various  cases  of  the  kind  was,  to 
keep  the  persons  over  until  they  were  competent  to  plead,  and  we  have  had  three  instances 
in  which  we  succeeded  in  getting  capital  convictions,  though  the  parties  had  been  before 
insane. 

_ 8 10.  Are  those  persons  always  sent  to  the  Central  Asylum,  or  are  they  ever  sent  to  the 
district  asylum  ? — The  only  instance  in  wliich  a man  got  into  the  Central  Asylum  under 
similar  circumstances,  that  is,  a man  untried,  was  one,  the  history  of  whose  case  we  could 
not  discover.  He  was  a Roscommon  man,  named  Quirk,  which  in  Irish'means  “ Oats”,  and 
he  had  gone  by  both  names.  We  could  never  find,  on  reference  to  the  proper  documents, 
whether  he  was  tried  or  not,  the  crime  having  been  committed  seventeen  years  ago.  Last 
year  we  sent  him  down  to  Roscommon  to  stand  his  trial,  and  the  bills  were  ignored  by  the 
Grand  Jury.  There  was  another  case  of  an  untried  man,  sent  to  Cork  to  be  tried.  These 
were  the  only  two  instances  of  persons  being  incompetent  to  plead  who  were  ever  brought 
to  Dundrum. 

811.  What  is  the  course  generally  pursued  with  regard  to  persons  who  have  been  found 
incompetent  to  plead,  owing  to  insanity  ? — They  have  been  sent  to  the  district  asylum, 
regarding  them  as  not  criminal  lunatics  until  tho  crime  is  proved. 

812.  Such  iB  the  interpretation  given  to  the  law  ? — Such  is  the  interpretation  given  to- 
the  law ; but  they  are  sent  back  to  the  district  asylum,  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
as  soon  as  they  recover,  they  are  not  to  be  discharged,  but  sent  back  to  prison. 
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813.  Are  any  persons  tried  and  acquitted  on  tlie  ground  of  insanity,  or  who  became 
insane  under  sentence,  in  district  asylums? — Yes;  some  for  very  small  offences.  For  example, 
there  was  a case,  a very  short  time  ago,  of  a man  who  was  tried  for  exposing  his  person. 
That  man  was  acquitted  on  the  score  of  insanity : lie  was  sent  to  a district  asylum. 

814.  You  do  not  consider  that  the  law  is  mandatory  as  regards  the  transmission  of  such 
cases  to  the  Central  Asylum  ? — I am  quite  sure  it  is  not  mandatory,  and  that  is  the  opinion, 
I believe,  of  the  principal  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Central  Criminal  Asylum  were  submitted  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  Mr.  Brewster,  and 
the  principal  law  officers.  They  consider  that  under  the  Dundrum  Asylum  Act,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  could  send  patients  back  from  the  Dundrum  Asylum  to  the  district 
asylums. 

815.  lias  it  been  the  practice  to  discharge,  unconditionally,  lunatics  who  may  have 
recovered,  but  who  have  been  originally  charged  with  heinous  offences,  such  as  murder 
and  manslaughter,  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity? — Yes;  the  second  case  1 have 
in  the  paper  before  me  is  that  of  “Dermody,  convalescent,  homicide  of  child.”  The  offence 
was  committed  in  April,  1847.  He  has  been  discharged.  If  he  was  sane  when  tried,  it 
would  have  been  a simple  case  of  homicide. 

8 lti.  As  far  as  you  know,  has  that  practice  been  attended  with  injurious  results,  or 
otherwise  ? — It  has  not  been  attended  with  injurious  results. 

817-  When  such  cases  present  themselves  at  the  Central  Asylum,  do  you  immediately 
make  a report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  subject? — Yes;  we  make  a report  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  prior  to  the  reception  of  the  patients. 

818.  When  a criminal  lunatic  at  Dundrum  recovers,  do  you  make  a special  report  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  case  ? — We  specially  report  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  case, 
as  soon  as  we  are  satisfied  the  recovery  is  fixed. 

819.  Are  there  any  cases  at  present  in  the  Dundrum  Asylum  of  that  character  ? — Yes, 
there  are  three  or  four.  I would  not  pronounce  them  altogether  recovered.  If  they  were 
not  criminals,  1 should  have  no  hesitation  in  dismissing  them  from  the  asylum ; but  we 
generally  like  half  a year  to  test  their  condition. 

820.  Are  there  any  cases  which,  notwithstanding  their  being  perfectly  recovered,  it  has 
been  considered  proper,  for  various  reasons,  to  retain  still  in  the  asylum? — Yes  ; I will  just 
give  a case.  I have  a man  entered,  “ generally  inoffensive,  intelligent,  occasionally,  how- 
ever, very  irritable.”  He  is  son  to  a respectable  gentleman.  1 would  not  allow  that  man 
to  go  out,  though  he  is  as  rational  as  I am. 

821.  Aro  there  any  cases  of  females  committed  while  labouring  under  puerperal  mania? 
— Yes,  there  are  some. 

822.  Cases  where  the  patients  have  recovered  ? — Yes. 

823.  How  are  these  cases  generally  dealt  with? — If  the  individual  happens  to  be  a 
married  woman,  the  case  is  different  from  that  of  a prostitute  or  an  unmarried  person, 
and  I think  that  many  of  this  immediate  class  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a lunatic  asylum: 
they  are  sent  there  through  the  benevolence  of  the  judge  or  the  jury.  As  to  married 
women,  1 should  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending,  that  after  the  lapse  of  six  or 
eight  months,  they  should  be  sent  back  to  their  families.  Wo  have  so  acted  in  two 
or  three  instances.  The  other  cases  I regard  with  doubt. 

824.  Have  you  had  to  consider  on  these  occasions  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  allowing 
a criminal  lunatic,  when  recovered,  to  return  to  the  scene  of  his  crime? — Wo  do  not 
interfere  with  them.  We  have  no  control  over  them  when  they  are  discharged,  and  we 
think  it  would  be  injudicious  to  throw  doubt  upon  them  by  any  after  interference. 

825.  Has  it  ever  been  made  a condition  with  such  lunatics,  in  discharging  them,  that 
they  should  expatriate  themselves? — Yes,  we  made  it  conditional  with  one  man  who  came 
under  our  notice,  about  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  that  he  should  go  to 
America.  He  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  but  was  honourable  and  honest  enough, 
when  he  could  not  fulfil  his  engagement,  to  come  back  and  place  himself  under  our 
protection.  We  kept  him  for  two  or  three  years  in  the  asylum  as  a sort  of  servant.  He  is 
now  gone  back  to  his  family,  and  is  a quiet,  well-conducted  character. 

826.  Are  the  inmates  of  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  in  any  cases,  classified  or  accommo- 
dated with  reference  to  their  station  in  life  and  their  education? — No ; there  is  no  marked 
distinction.  There  is  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman  there,  who,  unfortunately,  killed  two 
children ; he  is  allowed  to  w’ear  his  own  clothes. 

827.  Are  the  friends  of  any  inmates  of  the  Dundrum  Asylum  permitted  to  supply  them 
with  luxuries? — No ; but  when  you  visit  the  asylum,  you  will  find  that  they  are  treated 
with  every  possible  kindness. 

828.  To  whom  is  the  classification  of  the  inmates  left  ? — To  the  physician. 

829.  Do  the  Inspectors  exercise  any  control? — Yes ; we  visit  frequently  for  that 
purpose. 

830.  Are  the  friends  of  the  inmates  allowed  access  generally  to  the  asylums  ? — 
Yes  ; and  they  are  allowed  to  correspond  with  them.  Every  liberty  is  permitted,  and 
with  good  results. 

831.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  making  a distinction  between  different  classes 
of  lunatics  ? — Well,  I think  in  the  case  of  the  higher  class,  it  would  be  a very  great  cruelty 
to  place  them  on  a similar  footing  with  the  lower  classes  in  a criminal  asylum  ; it  would  be 
adding  punishment  to  their  confinement.  The  object  of  the  Government  is  the  safe  custody 
of  the  individual,  and  the  protection  of  society,  and  not,  aB  I think,  to  punish  a man  who  is 
insane.  So  far  as  the  distinctions,  in  a social  point  of  view,  between  piatients,  go,  I think 


Dt'nr.rv. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums — General 
State  of  Asylums  and 
Lunacy. 

J.  Nugent,  Esq.,  st.  d. 


Criminal  eases  that 
become  sane. 


Beception  and 
discharge  of 
criminal  lunatics 
generally. 


Classification  in  the 
Central  Criminal 
Asylum. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


46 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin.  it  would  be  fair  to  allow  the  benefit  of  them  in  a public  institution.  They  have  not  seen 
— - . the  necessity  of  such  a distinction  being  as  yet  made  in  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  and  it  is 

Asyhmt—GeMral  not  done  except  in  the  outward  dress  of  the  patients. 
state  of  Asylums  and  832.  Are  those  who  have  recovered  their  reason  still  associated  with  the  insane? — No ; 

Lunacy.  perfect  liberty  is  given  about  the  grounds,  and  they  are  almost  all  allowed  separate  rooms! 
J.  Nugent, Esq., jt.D.  Every  consideration  is  shown  to  them. 

Visits  of tlie  833.  II ow  often  is  the  institution  visited  by  the  Inspectors? — We  make  an  official 

Inspectors.  visit  once  a month,  and  1 suppose  scarcely  a fortnight  in  the  year  elapses  but  we 

go  there. 

834.  Is  that  official  visit  made  without  notice  ? — The  official  visit  is  on  the  first  Monday 
of  every  month.  On  that  day  we  meet  the  physician,  the  apothecary,  and  the  different 
persons  in  the  establishment,  and  see  how  matters  are  going  on.  It  is  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  notes,  as  it  were ; but  at  other  times  we  go  out  frequently  to  see 
how  the  asylum  is  attended  to. 

Adequacy  of  the  835.  Does  the  Dundrum  Asylum  afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  classes  of 
accommo  ation.  criminal  lunatics  who  may  by  law  be  confined  there  ? — If  the  law  was  stretched  to  its 

full  extent,  I should  say  not;  but  I think  it  affords  ample  accommodation  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  country. 

836.  Having  expressed  an  opinion  that  certain  classes  of  criminal  lunatics,  who  are 
charged  with  minor  offences,  may  properly  be  confined  in  district  asylums,  are  you  of 
opinion  that  the  Dundrum  Asylum  affords  adequate  accommodation  or  not  for  the  classes 
that  ought  to  be  properly  detained  there? — After  six  years’  experience  of  it,  I should  say 
it  does. 

837.  That  opinion  is,  I presume,  based  upon  the  fact  that  there  are  not  detained  in  gaols 
lunatics  of  a class  who  ought  to  be  removed  to  some  such  asylum  ? — I consider  the 
asylum  meets  all  the  exigencies  of  the  country. 

Chaplains.  838.  Are  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

839.  Are  you  satisfied  of  the  importance  of  such‘officors  being  attached  to  that  asylum? 
— I believe  (and  the  resident  physician  is  of  the  same  opinion)  that  if  there  were  not 
chaplains  attached  to  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  that  institution  could  not  get  on  satisfactorily. 
They  possess  a great  moral  influence  over  the  insane  generally. 

The HardvrickeCells.  840.  In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  workhouses,  gaols,  and  the 

Central  Asylum,  do  you  also  visit  the  lunatic  wards  in  the  Houses  of  Industry,  where  they 
exist? — Yes  ; the  only  such  institutions  now  remaining  are  the  I-Iardwicke  cells  and  the 
Lifford  lunatic  wards. 

841.  How  often  is  that  inspection  made? — Well,  I have  been  three  or  four  times  at 
the  Hardwicke  ceils  within  a year. 

S42.  Do  you  enter  notes  in  any  book  as  to  the  result  of  your  inspection? — No  ; except 
something  worthy  of  notice  occurs. 

843.  Is  there  any  memorandum  of  the  fact  of  your  visit  entered  in  any  of  the  books  of 
the  institution  ? — I do  not  always  make  an  entry. 

844.  In  case  you  may  observe  any  thing  that  requires  amendment,  what  steps  do  you  take 
to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  proper  authorities? — Well,  generally,  1 have  called  upon 
Dr.  Stewart,  who  is  the  head  of  the  House  of  Industry,  and  spoken  to  him  on  the  subject. 
I adopt  that  course  as  the  fairest  and  most  certain  way  of  obtaining  the  object  required. 

845.  Have  you  contented  yourself  with  a verbal  communication  to  Dr.  Stewart  ? — l 
have  occasionally  written,  and  sometimes  communicated  verbally. 

846.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  calling 
their  attention  to  such  irregularities  ? — I cannot  say  many  irregularities  existed  of  that 
nature  that  I thought  it  necessary  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners. On  ablate  occasion  Dr.  White  wrote  to  Dr.  Stewart  to  the  effect  that  he  would 
communicate  with  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  .in  reference  to  certain  matters. 

Tile  medical  847 . Are  the  arrangements  for  the  medical  attendance  on  the  lunatics  in  those  cells 

attendance.  satisfactory? — Well,  I should  think  so;  there  are  many  competent  gentlemen  attending. 

848.  Are  you  aware  how  often  they  attend? — I know  that  in  the  one  that  was  more 
immediately  connected  with  us,  they  used  to  attend  daily.  That  was  the  Island-bridge, 
but  I cannot  tell  whether  they  visit  daily  or  not  at  the  Hardwicke  cells. 

849.  The  Island-bridge  no  longer  exists?— It  no  longer  exists. 

850.  Are  you  aware  what  are  the  duties  of  the  medical  attendant  to  the  Hardwicke 
lunatic  cells  ?— To  visit  the  patients.  All  the  cases  there  are  incurable.  I should  say  his 
visit  to  them  is  more  with  regard  to  general  diseases,  than  from  any  sanitary  object  in 
reference  to  the  mind. 

851.  Have  you  made  it  the  subject  of  inquiry,  how  frequently  his  visits  have  been  paid? 
— I presume  they  are  paid  three  times  a week. 

852.  Is  it  or  not,  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  the  duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to  visit 
periodically  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  general  health  of  the  patients,  or  to  limit 
his  visits  to  cases  which  are  brought  specially  under  his  notice  by  the  superintendent  or 
matron  as  requiring  medical  treatment? — No;  I see  he  visits  the  wards  .indiscriminately, 
looking  to  all  the  patients,  and  not  restricting  himself  to  any  particular  case. 

853.  Do  you  know  whether  he  makes  any  report  annually,  or  periodically,  upon  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  institution  ? — He  reports  to  the  Poor  Law  Board. 

e fitness  of  tLa  854.  Do  you  consider  the  Hardwicke  cells  a proper  place  for  the  confinement  of 
is  for  lunatics.  lunatics  at  present  ? — N o.  I was  always  opposed  to  them. 

855.  What  arrangements  do  you  consider  might  be  made  for  the  disposal  of  those 
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patients? — I had  along  series  of  communication  with  the  Under  Secretary  on  the  subject,  Dcbliw 

and  I suggested  one  of  two  things.  I proposed  to  him  for  the  Inspectors  to  take  an  — - ' 

establishment  which  would  be  sufficiently  large  for  the  lunatics  there ; to  get  a staff  Infef>n  of  Lunatic 
to  look  after  the  lunatics,  and  to  have  them  together  under  our  control,  and  to  apply  for  State  ojTJlml^and 
the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  through  the  Under  Secretary’s  Office,  to  Government,  we  Lunacy. 
sending  in,  of  course,  a statement  of  the  expenditure  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Audit  J>  N«gent,Esq.,M.i>. 
Office ; or  if  that  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Government,  I proposed  the  lunatics  should  be  Pisi’”sal  of 
placed  under  the  care  of  some  respectable  persons,  who  should  erect  an  institution  perfectly  confined  in 

suitable  for  them,  and  that  the  Inspectors  should  have  the  supervision  of  the  place,  that 
the  Inspectors  should  establish  the  dietary,  should  constitute  the  staff,  and  have  the 
management  of  the  institution,  Government  paying,  in  round  numbers,  so  much  per  head. 

856-  If  there  were  room  in  the  Richmond  Asylum,  would  you  have  them  removed  to 
that  place  ? — Yes ; but  there  is  not  room. 

857.  And  when  so  removed,  would  they  be  treated  as  lunatics  belonging  to  the  district? 

— No,  Government  pays  for  them. 

85S.  Are  there  not  some  endowed  institutions  for  the  reception  of  the.  insane  which  Endowed  institu- 
arc  subject  to  your  inspection? — Yes.  tions for tlie insane— 

859.  How  many  of  those  institutions  ?— Two— Swift’s  Hospital  and  the  Bloomfield 
Retreat. 

860.  How  often  in  the  year  do  you  inspect  Swift’s  Hospital  ?— Four  or  five  times  in 
the  year. 

861.  Is  that  an  hospital  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  poor  merely? No,  it  is  a mixed 

hospital  for  the  poor — those  who  are  ou  the  foundation,  and  paying  patients. 

862.  Arc  there  any  rules  or  regulations  for  the  government  of  that  hospital? Yes;  it 

belongs  to  a corporation  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  regulate  the  institution. 

863.  On  what  terms  are  paying  patients  admitted  into  that  institution  ?— Prior  to  Sir  The  paying  patients 
Edward  Sugden  being  Lord  Chancellor,  the  payments  varied.  Tt  was  upwards  of  £100 

a-year  or  £150;  but  Sir  Edward  Sugden  thought  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have 
different  scales  of  payment,  and,  I believe,  the  fixed  scale  is  forty  guineas,  gradually 
coming  down  to  five  guineas.  The  institution  contains  100  patients— 75  males  and  75 
females. 

864.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  that  institution  is  conducted? 

Perfectly. 

865.  Do  you  think  it  might,  consistently  with  the  intention  of  the  founders,  be  rendered 
more  available  for  the  treatment  of  the  lunatic  poor  ? — It  has  been,  because  there  have  been 
bequests  to  it  which  increase  the  receipts,  and  the  accommodation  has  been  enlarged. 

866.  How  many  are  there  in  Swift’s  Hospital,  really  poor  patients,  who  pay  nothing? patients  on  the 

I should  say  they  come  near  one-half  the  entire  number.  foundation. 

807-  Are  those  cases  that  would  be  proper  subjects  for  admission  to  distinct  lunatic  asy- 
lums ? — No ; because  they  are  of  the  better,  but  reduced,  classes  of  society — such,  for 
instance,  as  clergymen,  or  the  relatives  of  clergymen. 

86  S.  Are  they  cases  that  would  not  bo  admitted  into  the  district  asylums,  except  as  paying 
patients  ?— Some  of  them  are  so  pool1,  that  they  should  he  admitted  into  district  asylums; 
but  the  object  of  the  institution  is,  with  the  surplus  money  received,  to  extend  its  advan- 
tages. The  funds  are  about  £3,000  a-year,  and  they  desire  to  admit  as  many  as  possible 
of  the  more  respectable,  but  indigent,  members  of  society.  I am  happy  to  say,  that  1 
think  they  will  have  an  addition  this  year  to  their  property  of  about  £600  a-year. 

869.  Have  the  regulations  made  some  years  since  with  reference  to  the  admission  of  Alteration  of 
patients  into  Swift’s  Hospital  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  number  of  poor  patients  or  of  regulations, 
the  other  class  ? — The  number  of  patients  who  were  admitted  free  is  diminished,  but  the 
institution  has  been  more  generally  opened  for  the  benefit  of  parties  with  restricted  means, 

and  who,  having  such  restricted  means,  could  not  send  their  insane  relatives  to  private 
asylums. 

870.  Has  the  alteration  had  the  effect  of  placing  a greater  amount  of  income  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Governors? — No,  a diminished  amount;  so,  at  least,  I understand. 

871.  The  alteration,  therefore,  has  prevented  a like  relief  being  afforded  to  indigent 
lunatics? — Yes. 

. 872.  Do  you  believe  that  the  effect  of  the  change  has  been  that  persons  in  reduced 
circumstances  have  been  sent  to  that  hospital,  who  would  otherwise  have  been  sent  to 
licensed  houses  ? — Y es. 

873.  Has  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  institution  increased  since  the  alteration  of 
the  rules  ? — No,  I do  not  think  there  is  any  variation  in  the  number. 

874.  Is  the  hospital  at  present  full  ? — There  were  three  vacancies  when  I was  there  last. 

875.  Are  the  forms  of  order,  admission,  and  the  medical  certificates  relative  to  paying  Mofle  0f  admissions, 
patients,  the  same  in  Swift’s  Hospital  as  those  required  in  the  case  of  licensed  houses  ? — 

Yes.  A party  wishing  to  get  a relative  into  the  asylum,  applies  to  the  Board,  with  whom 
the  admission  rests  altogether,  and  who  are  a corporate  body ; the  sum  to  be  paid  is 
arranged,  and  a bond  is  entered  into  for  its  payment.  The  patient  to  be  admitted  must  be 
duly  certified  to  be  a fit  case  by  two  medical  men,  and  the  authority  of  the  person  placing 
him  in  the  asylum  must  be  clear,  as  in  the  case  of  licensed  houses,  under  the  5th  and  6th 
Victoria,  chap.  123. 

876.  Do  you  feel  it  necessary,  on  inspection,  to  ascertain  that  these  orders,  or  certificates, 
are  correct? — Yes.  The  peculiarity  in  Swift’s  Hospital  is  this — all  the  other  asylums 
send  copies  of  orders  and  certificates  to  our  office ; but  this  being  an  establishment  with  a 
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specific  charter,  they  do  not  do  so,  but  when  we  go  to  the  asylum  we  see  those  things. 
The  practice  is  that  they  are  not  sent. 

S77.  What  are  the  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  medical  attendance  at  Swift’s  Hos- 
pital ? — At  present  two  physicians  attend — Dr.  Cusack  and  Dr.  Croker  go  on  alternate  days. 

878.  Is  the  resident  manager  a physician? — No,  he  is  a non-professional  person. 

879.  Are  the  visits  of  the  physicians  required  by  the  rules  to  be  made  at  stated  periods, 
and  how  often  ? — Either  of  them  visit  every  day. 

880.  Is  a record  kept  of  their  visits? — Yes. 

881.  Do  you  make  an  entry  of  your  visits  in  the  books  of  the  institution? — No,  not 
always ; we  have  no  control ; we  merely  visit  and  examine.  We  have  constant  corres- 
pondence with  them  in  regard  to  individual  patients.  Wo  examine  the  patients,  and  see 
those  who  are  in  it. 

882.  Do  you  make  any  report  to  any  person  or  any  body  with  reference  to  this 
institution? — No ; we  have  no  report  to  make.  We  meet  the  Board  occasionally,  and  if  we 
see  any  thing  wrong,  our  power  is  simply  to  state  that ; and  I must  say  1 never  see 
any  thing  objectionable. 

883.  When  you  have  occasion  to  call  attention  to  any  matters,  which  you  consider  mav 
require  amendment, to  whom  do  you  address  your  representation? — The  fact  is,  I never 
had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  any  thing  whatsoever  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  patients. 
There  were  one  or  two  instances  of  patients,  as  to  whose  sanity  I had  some  doubt;  I spoke 
to  the  medical  men  attending,  and  had  their  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

884.  Have  you  any  power  of  directing  the  discharge  of  patients? — No,  except  that  we 
may  report,  if  we  think  a patient  is  not  insane.  We  have  the  same  authority  then  to 
enter  a report  on  the  subject,  so  as  to  notify  to  the  Board  what  we  think. 

885.  Would  you  feel  it  necessary  to  report  such  a case  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  anv 
other  authority,  if  the  Governors  did  not  take  notice  of  your  recommendation  ? — Certainly. 

886.  Have  such  cases  ever  occurred? — Never. 

887.  What  are  the  arrangements  made  for  attendance  on  religious  worship  in  the 
institution? — One  of  the  Governors  is  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  and  he 
officiates  every  Sunday,  and  constantly  attends,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  patients  are  sent 
out  every  Sunday,  in  company  ■with  an  attendant,  to  the  nearest  place  of  worship  ; and 
when  a patient  is  ill,  no  matter  what  his  condition,  a clergyman  is  sent  for. 

888.  Is  it  usual  in  this  asylum,  or  any  other  of  the  asylums,  for  the  person  performing 
divine  worship  to  preach  to  the  inmates? — Yes. 

889.  May  it  not  be  the  case,  that  some  inmates,  whoso  mania  may  have  a religious 
tendency,  would  be  injuriously  affected  by  such  preaching  ? — I do  not  know  that  such  a 
thing  is  possible.  I have  gone  very  often  from  curiosity  both  to  church  and  chapel,  to 
satisfy  my  own  mind  on  the  subject,  and  to  see  how  the  patients  behaved.  They  may  not 
altogether  understand  what  is  said,  but  no  congregation  can  be  better  behaved. 

890.  I believe  the  Privy  Council  regulation,  with  reference  to  chaplains,  directs  contro- 
versial subjects  to  be  studiously  avoided  ? — Certainly. 

891 . Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  rule  has  been  faithfully  observed  by  the  chaplains? 
— Yes,  it  has  been  constantly  observed. 

892.  In  case  a clergyman  should  violate  that  rule  of  the  Privy  Council,  while  preaching 
at  a period  of  public  service,  are  there  any  of  the  officers  in  the  institution  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  record  such  -a  departure  from  the  regulation? — Certainly. 

893.  As  a general  rule,  do  you  consider  the  patients  who  are  afflicted  with  religious 
mania  should  be  allowed  to  attend  the  sermons  of  chaplains  ? — The  religious  mania,  with 
some  persons,  does  not  at  all  tend  to  a controversial  character  so  much  as  to  the  exercise  of 
piety.  1 do  not  see  how  an  attendance  on  Protestant,  Presbyterian,  or  Roman  Catholic 
worship — they  being  services  to  which  the  patients  are  respectively  accustomed — can  at  all 
excite  them.  Then  as  to  the  sermons,  any  discourse  upon  the  common  principles  of 
benevolence  and  good  behaviour,  without  reference  to  any  question  of  doctrinal  difference, 
cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial,  because  experience  will  tell  you  that  a religious  monomania  of 
an  intractable  character  is  a very  rare  disease. 

894.  With  reference  to  your  not  reporting  upon  such  institutions  as  Swift’s  Hospital, 
have  you  over  considered  the  provisions  of  the  56th  section  of  the  Prisons  Act  ? — That 
function  the  Inspectors  have  drawn  in  a great  measure  from  the  Act ; but  the  obligation  is 
not  imposed  upon  them. 

895.  Is  it  not  provided  by  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107,  that  the  Inspectors  shall 
undertake  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  the  Inspectors- General  of  Prisons  were  to 
perform,  under  the  Act  to  which  I have  referred? — You  will  find,  for  example,  that  the 
Inspectors  of  Prisons  are  called  upon  to  send  the  different  Grand  Juries  their  reports, 
for  which  they  get  twenty  guineas.  If  we  send  to  the  Grand  Juries,  of  course  we  ought 
to  get  twenty  guineas  each  for  our  reports.  We  report  only  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The 
reports  the  Inspectors  have  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  to  each  Grand  Jury  every 
year,  show  the  expenditure  in  every  lunatic  asylum. 

896.  I believe  the  Inspectors  do  not  now  furnish  the  Grand  Juries  with  detailed  reports 
upon  each  institution  chargeable  upon  the  county? — No  ; they  report  for  the  information 
of  the  Government,  and  send  the  different  Grand  Jiuies,  twice  a year,  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  and  every  thing  connected  with  it.  When  we  send  in  our  report  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  we  have  done  our  duty,  and  then  the  Queen  may  order  our  report  to  be 
printed.  Each  Grand  Jury,  every  half  year,  sends  a deputation  to  examine  the  asylum, 
and  report  to  it. 
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897.  Do  your  reports  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  always  contain  a report  upon  Swift’s  Ddblet. 

Hospital? — We  report  generally  upon  the  state  of  private  asylums,  including  that,  and  — 

give  statistical  details.  ' Inspectors  of  Lunatic 

898.  You  have  referred  to  another  institution,  the  Bloomfield  Retreat ; what  is  the  State  o/Asylums’and 

nature  of  that  foundation  ? — That  foundation  is  something  similar  to  Swift’s,  in  which  Lunacy. 
poor  patients  pay  nothing,  and  are  received  and  supported  upon  the  surplus  funds  of  those  J- Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d. 
who  pay.  Bloomfield  Retreat. 

899.  Is  it  confined  to  any  particular  religious  sect  ? — I think  it  altogether  belongs  to 
the  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  members  of  the  Established  Church. 

900.  Are  the  forms  of  admission,  and  the  medical  certificates  as  to  paying  patients,  the 
same  as  in  private  asylums? — Yes. 

901.  Do  you  satisfy  yourself,  on  inspection,  these  are  properly  arranged  ?•  —Yes. 

902.  Do  you  make  any  report  on  the  institution?— Not  individually;  we  include  it  in 
the  general  report  upon  private  asylums. 

903-  Are  you  in  tho  habit  of  recording  your  visits  in  any  book  belonging  to  the  insti- 
tution?—Yes,  I record  my  visits  very  frequently,  but  not  one-half  of  them. 

904.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  that  institution  is  conducted?— 

Perfectly. 

905.  Your  inspection  also  extends  to  private  licensed  houses,  under  the  5th  and  6th  Private  licensed 

Vic.,  cap.  123  ? — Yes.  ll0Uses- 

906.  How  many  of  those  licensed  houses  are  there  at  present  in  Ireland?— Thirteen. 

907.  Do  you  consider  that  the  provision  of  the  law  affords  sufficient  security,  for  none  State  of  the  law 
but  suitable  private  establishments  being  licensed  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  ?— No,  I resPectins them- 
do  not  think  the  law  is  sufficiently  stringent.  There  are  asylums  here  that  I think  might 

be  very  much  improved,  if  there  were  stronger  rules. 

908.  Do  you  consider  that  the  magistrates  at  sessions  have  sufficient  materials  before 
them,  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  granting  a licence? — I do. 

909.  What  materials  are  before  the  magistrates  on  those  occasions  ? — The  reports  of 
the  Inspectors. 

910.  Upon  what  points? — Upon  the  general  condition  of  the  asylums. 

911.  I speak  now  previous  to  the  original  licences  being  granted  ; what  report  is  made 
in  that  case  to  the  justices? — I am  not  aware  of  any  new  asylums  having  been  opened  in 
my  time,  except  one  in  Kilkenny.  I went  down  and  inspected  that,  and  found  it  suitable. 

It  closed  in  about  two  years  afterwards.  A gentleman  wrote  to  me  the  other  day,  saying 
ho  wished  to  open  an  asylum  at  Belfast.  I went  down  and  inspected  it,  and  reported 
that  I thought  it  a very  unfit  place. 

912.  In  the  cases  to  which  you  refer,  the  houses  were  not  occupied  by  inmates  at  tho 
period  of  your  report  ? — No. 

913.  Does  the  law  require  any  such  report  to  be  laid  before  magistrates? — No. 

914.  Does  the  law  require  any  report  to  ho  laid  before  the  magistrates  previous  to  the 
renewal  of  the  licence? — Yes. 

915.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  law  requires  a report  from  the  Inspector  to  be  laid 
before  the  justices,  independently  of  those  observations  which  he  may,  from  time  to  time, 
have  made  in  the  visiting  book  of  the  house,  and  which,  by  law,  must  be  sent  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace  ? — No. 

916.  Should  any  tiling,  therefore,  have  occurred  between  tho  period  of  the  last  visitation 
of  the  Inspector  and  the  period  of  renewing  the  licence  to  render  the  establishment  unfit 
for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  the  magistrates  would  be  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  ? — Yes. 

917.  How  long  a period  may  elapse  between  the  last  visit  of  the  Inspector  and  the  time  Inspection  of  them, 
for  licensing  ? — Tho  Inspectors  are  called  upon  to  visit  every  asylum  twice  a year.  That 

is  what  the  law  requires  to  be  done.  It  does  not  specify  any  particular  period  when  they 
are  to  inspect  or  not  to  inspect ; but  the  habit  of  the  Inspectors  invariably  is — at  least  my 
practice  has  been — to  go  to  these  asylums  and  see  them,  and  immediately,  a month  or  two 
before  the  period  of  taking  out  the  licence,  to  give  my  opinion. 

918.  By  a record  in  the  visiting  book? — Yes. 

919.  Have  you  ever  known  the  magistrates  refuse  the  renewal  of  a licence  ? — No.  Granting  of  licences 

920.  Have  you  ever  attended  Quarter  Sessions  yourself,  and  communicated  with  the  by  Mn*lsteates- 
magistrates  with  reference  to  granting  licences  ? — I did  ; I went  voluntarily  myself. 

921.  Did  the  magistrates  act  upon  your  representations  on  that  occasion? — They  did. 

922.  To  what  effect  was  your  representation? — It  had  reference  to  a private  asylum  with 
which  I was  very  discontented.  There  were  a number  of  low-paying  patients  in  it,  the 
Quarter  Sessions  before  last.  It  was  not  absolutely  so  bad  as  to  call  upon  me  to  request  the 
magistrates  to  close  it,  though  it  was  bad  enough,  and  I had  no  other  place  where  I could 
put  the  unfortunate  people.  I went  to  tho  magistrates  and  spoke  to  them,  in  order  that 
they  should  give  the  proprietor  a lecture  on  the  subject. 

923.  You  did  not  recommend  the  revocation  of  the  licence  ? — I did  not. 

924.  Do  you  consider  it  a reason  why  the  licence  should  be  renewed,  that,  from  one 
cause  or  another,  the  friends  of  the  lunatics  may  experience  difficulties  in  providing  for 
them  elsewhere? — Why,  it  would  form  an  ingredient  in  my  calculation. 

925.  Do  you  not  consider  the  granting  licences  to  unfit  establishments  upon  that  ground, 
has  a tendency  to  prevent  the  improvement  of  such  institutions? — I think  it  would,  if  you 
were  to  grant  it  to  one  absolutely  unfit;  but  an  establishment  may  he  approaching  to 
unfitness,  and  still  you  would  not  like  to  take  the  extreme  course  of  closing  it. 

926.  Do  you  think  that  the  private  asylums,  thirteen  in  number,  are  perfectly  fit  for  the 
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reception  of  lunatics  ? — I am  disposed  to  think  so,  as  I know  that  a most  perceptible  and 
undoubted  improvement  is  taking  place,  and  has  taken  place,  in  them  within  the  last  four 

^ 927.  I believe  the  law  requires  a plan  of  the  building  to  be  hung  up  in  the  institution? 

92S.  Is  a copy  of  that  plan  obliged  to  be  furnished  to  the  magistrates  whenever  a licence 
is  applied  for  ? I do  not  think  it  is ; but  if  there  is  any  alteration  they  do  produce  it. 

929.  Should  not  the  plan  accompany  each  application  for  a licence  ? — If  there  is  any 

alteration,  it  should  then.  . . 

930.  Does  not  the  fifth  section  of  the  licensing  act  on  private  asylums,  require  that  the 
notice  of  application  for  the  licence  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  plan  of  such  houses  ?— I 
believe  that  refers  to  the  first  application. 

931.  The  law  does  not  limit  it  to  the  first  application? — It  has  been  always  read  as  such 

by  magistrates  and  authorities.  _ . 

932.  In  cases  where  additions  have  been  made  to  a licensed  house,  is  the  plau  required 
to  be  given  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  after  the  completion  of  such  addition  ?— Yes. 

933.  Do  you  consider  that  the  plan  to  be  hung  up  in  the  house  should  contain  or  show 
the  additions  when  completed  ? — Yes 

934.  Would  you  consider  it  an  irregularity  if  the  plan  hung  up  did  not  contain  an  accu- 
rate delineation  of  the  premises  as  they  then  stood? — Yes. 

935.  Does  the  plan  specify  the  rooms  which  are  to  be  occupied  by  .the  patients? — No,  I 
do  not  think  it  does— it  specifies,  but  it  does  not  specify  by  what  patients. 

936.  Does  it  specify  the  rooms  that  are  to  be  occupied  by  the  keeper  of  the  establish- 

ment himself  and  his  family,  as  distinct  from  those  that  are  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
patients  ? — I do  not  think  the  Act  calls  upon  the  individuals  to  do  it.  . 

937.  How  far  docs  the  plan  afford  an  assurance  that  adequate  accommodation  will  be 
provided  for  the  number  for  which  the  house  is  licensed? — It  can  be  done  by  a calculation 
of  the  number  of  rooms. 

938.  If  the  number  of  rooms  to  be  occupied  by  the  person  to  whom  the  establishment 
belongs  is  not  restricted,  what  limitation  is  there  to  the  extent  to  which  he  may  encroach 
upon  the  other  apartments  ? — That  does  not  come  at  all  within  the  control  of  the  Inspectors. 

939.  What  is  your  opinion? — In  my  opinion  the  law  is  deficient;  it  does  not  give 
authority  to  fix  any  obligation  preliminary  to  the  giving  of  the  licence.  What  I wish  to 
convey  is,  that  the  law  with  reference  to  the  proceedings  before  the  giving  of  the  licence 
is  insufficient. 

940.  Is  it  competent  for  the  magistrates,  in  granting  a licence,  to  require  that  a certain 
proportion  of  the  apartments  should  he  allocated  to  the  patients? — I should  think  that  is 
a question  of  law. 

941.  Is  it  practically  the  case  that  licences  are  granted  without  any  conditions  being 
made  as  to  the  proportion  of  the  house  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  patients  ? 
— As  I stated  before,  there  were  only  two  asylums  that  were  opened  during  my  time,  and 
I can  state  the  facts  as  to  them,  but  I do  not  know  what  are  the  facts  with  reference  to 
the  asylums  opened  before  my  appointment.  This  1 know,  that  the  magistrates  act  under 
the  impression  that  the  locality  occupied  by  the  family  is  stated  to  the  magistrates  them- 
selves, and  known  by  them.  The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  has  one  copy  of  the  original  building, 
and  of  any  other  subsequent  building ; and  I should  say  if  any  alteration  is  made,  a state- 
ment of  it  is  sent  to  him  as  well  as  to  the  Inspector. 

942.  Am  I to  understand  that  when  a fresh  licence  is  taken  out,  the  magistrates  have 
nothing  before  them  but  the  fresh  application  ? — Nothing  but  that  and  the  report  of  the 
Inspectors  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  institution  has  been  conducted. . 

943.  Do  you  know,  practically,  whether,  when  a fresh  licence  is  given,  the  magis- 
trates ask  for  the  plans  of  the  house  and  of  the  additions,  if  any  have  been  made, 
deposited  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace? — The  magistrates  ask  for  the  reports  of  the 
Inspectors,  as  a ground  upon  which  to  decide  whether  they  will  give  the  license  or  not. 

944.  Do  you  speak  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  at  Quarter  Sessions  ?— I 
do.  As  I mentioned,  I have  been  there.  Of  course  I state  my  conscientious  belief  of  the  fact. 

945.  In  making  the  visitation  of  the  licensed  houses,  do  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  see 
whether  proper  accommodation  is  afforded  to  the  inmates  therein  detained  ? — Yes. 

946.  And  to  ascertain  the  number  of  rooms  allocated  to  the  patients  ? — Yes. 

947.  And  the  suitability  of  those  rooms  for  their  accommodation  ? — Yes ; that  is  part  of 
my  duty. 

948.  If  you  found  a licensed  house  occupied  for  the  greater  part  by  the  family  of  the 
licensee,  would  you  consider  that  a matter  to  be  noted  in  your  observation  ? — Yes  ; with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  I can  truly  and  safely  say,  that  the  strictest  justice  is  done  by  the 
proprietors  to  the  patients,  as  regards  the  extent  of  the  accommodation. 

949.  Do  the  magistrates  at  all  inquire  into  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  person 
applying  for  the  licence  ? — No,  they  do  not,  which  is  a great  mistake. 

950.  Would  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  make  any  observation  on  the  fact,  if  you  found 
that  the  inmates  were  limited  in  the  accommodation  afforded  to  them?. — Yes;  I have 
constantly  spoken  to  one  or  two  persons.  I have  said  it  was  a shame  for  them  to  go  on. 
They  said,  “ I have  so  many  inmates  here  who  pay  nothing,  and  others  who  pay  very  little. 
Am  I to  turn  them  out  upon  the  world  ?”  And  when  a man  comes  forward,  and  says  bis 
poverty  is  the  result  of  non-payment  on  the  part  of  his  patients,  am  I to  deal  harshly  with 
him  ? I have  known  cases  of  inmates,  whose  family  did  not  pay  for  their  maintenance  for 
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three  years.  Some  allowance,  I think,  must  be  made  in  such  cases.  I would,  therefore,  Dublin. 
have  a lunatic  asylum  for  inmates  whose  friends  are  not  able  to  pay  for  their  maintenance.  T — - 

951.  Is  not  the  object  of  the  5 th  and  6th  Vic.,  cap.  123,  to  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  for  AsyUms—Gmuraf 
private  licensed  houses  being  maintained  in  a manner  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  lunatics  ? State  of  Asylums  and 

Yes  ; and  however  much  they  may  condemn  some  asylums  in  Ireland,  yet,  with  regard  to  Lunacy. 

kindness  of  manner  and  benevolence  of  feeling  towards  the  patients,  there  is  no  reason  to  J- 

complain.  I never  heard  of  any  cruelties  being  perpetrated ; but,  at  the  same  time,  I Maintenance  of 
must  say  there  is  not  the  same  attention  paid  to  the  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  life  I i^&tton.m  a proper 
should  wish  to  see. 

952.  Would  not  the  object  of  this  Act  bo  defeated,  if  the  omission  on  the  part  of  friends 
to  pay  for  patients  was  to  be  allowed  as  a justification  for  not  maintaining  the  asylums  in 
a proper  condition? — I do  not  state  it  as  a justification.  I merely  mentioned  the  matter 
to  show  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  those  people.  Ton  will  remember  that  I am 
restricting  my  observations  to  one  or  two  asylums.  I know  one  asylum  that  I would  get 
rid  of  if  I could. 

953.  Do  you  think  that  licensed  houses  are  not  well  adapted  for  the  care  of  lunatics, 
whose  friends  can  only  afford  to  pay  very  small  sums  for  their  keep  and  maintenance  ? — 

I do  certainly  think  they  are  not  well  adapted. 

954.  And  that  they  are  better  adapted  for  those  for  whom  payments  can  be  made,  both 
to  a greater  amount  and  with  more  regularity  ? — Certainly. 

955.  Have  any  licences  been  revoked  since  the  passing  of  the  5th  and  6th  Vic.,  cap. 

123? — No.  I recommended  the  magistrates  on  one  occasion  to  grant  a licence  for  six 
months  only,  with  a view  to  having  an  improvement  made  in  the  asylum.  An  improvement 
was  made,  and  they  allowed  the  liconce  to  go  on.  I think,  generally  speaking,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  restricted  means  of  the  majority  of  the  proprietors,  the  private  asylums 
are  in  a very  fair  state. 

956.  On  visiting  the  several  private  asylums,  do  you  regularly,  in  the  inspecting  Visits  of  Inspectors, 
book,  enter  the  fact  of  your  having  visited,  together  with  such  observations  as  may  occur 

to  you  to  make  ? — I do  always  what  the  law  directs.  I enter  three  or  four  visits;  but  I do 
not  enter  all. 

95 7.  Do  you  regularly  inspect  the  patients’  book  ? — I do,  regularly. 

958.  And  insert  therein  such  observations  as  you  feel  necessary? — Certainly.  With 
regard  to  the  patients  who  are  likely  to  be  cured,  I have  written  to  their  friends — the 
fathers,  sisters,  and  brothers  of  patients — begging  of  them  to  remove  them  from  the 
different  asylums,  and  place  them  elsewhere,  or  to  take  them  home  and  give  them  a trial. 

959.  The  statutory  visits  of  the  Inspectors  to  licensed  houses  are  made  each  half  year, 
or  twice  a year  ? — Yes ; twice  a yoar. 

960.  When,  practically,  is  that  statutory  year  considered  to  commence  and  determine; 
is  it  the  current  year  of  our  Lord  ? — We  compute  the  year  from  the  taking  out  of  the 
licence. 

961.  When  are  the  licences  given  ? — Generally  in  October.  In  some  places  in  January. 

It  depends  upon  the  period  that  a man  wishes  to  take  it  out.  He  may  apply  at  any 
Quarter  Sessions. 

962.  Is  a medical  journal  kept  in  the  private  asylums? — Yes;  except  perhaps  in  one  Keeping  of  medical 

house,  of  which  I have  frequently  cause  to  complain.  journal. 

963.  According  to  your  construction  of  the  Act,  does  it  require  that  in  every  licensed 
house  a book  called  a medical  journal  is  to  be  kept?— Yes. 

964.  In  the  case  of  a house  in  which  the  licensed  proprietor  is  resident,  and  a medical 
man,  do  you  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  keep  that  book  ? — I do.  There  was  a question 
on  that  case,  and  I referred  the  medical  man  to  the  Law  Adviser  at  the  Castle.  The  medical 
man  of  the  house  said  he  was  not  bound  to  keep  the  book.  I said  I did  not  want  to 
interfere  with  his  rights  or  privileges ; but  I submitted  tho  case  to  the  Law  Adviser,  and  he 
was  of  opinion  the  books  should  be  kept. 

965.  Do  you  think  it  your  duty  to  inquire  how  far  the  patients  in  those  private  houses  Religious  worship, 
are  allowed  to  attend  religious  worship  ? — Yes. 

966.  Are  the  arrangements  generally  satisfactory  on  that  point  ?— W ell,  I think  they  are 
not  so  satisfactory  as  I should  wish. 

967.  Have  you  found  that  they  refused,  in  any  case,  to  allow  the  patients  to  proceed  to  a 
place  of  public  worship,  on  the  ground  that  the  sum  paid  did  not  enable  them  to  employ  the 
services  of.  an  attendant  to  accompany  them  ? — No  ; I do  not  think  that  occurred.  The 
principal  objection  against  sending  them  out  is,  that  they  sometimes  try  to  make  their  escape. 

968.  Have  you  paid  any  special  visits  under  the  Act  to  individual  patients  ? — Yes,  1 have.  Special  and  night 

969.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  many  patients  have  been  improperly  confined  in  private  ^propercoufiue”3’ 
asylums  ?— Certainly  not.  There  aro  those  doubtful  cases,  which  are  really  very  painful,  ment. 

where  persons,  particularly  females,  of  dissipated  habits,  utter  strangers  to  morality,  who 
become  plausible  for  a few  months,  get  out,  and  when  outside,  show  that  they  have  not 
proper  respect  for  their  position  in  life.  I have  regretted  the  discharge  of  such  persons. 

970.  Have  you  paid  any  night  visits  under  the  thirty-second  section  of  the  Act? — No. 

971.  Have  you  liberated  any  persons  after  investigation,  as  provided  by  the  Act? — Yes; 

■*  out  many  of  them  on  trial,  some  never  returned. 

972.  When  you  speak  of  patients  having  been  discharged  on  trial,  do  you  mean  that  such  Re-admissions  witli- 
persons  were  to  be  re-admitted,  or  were  re-admitted  without  any  fresh  order,  or  fresh  out  nevr  ccrt“cate- 
certificate?— Yes;  and  I have  the  authority  of  the  Law  Adviser  of  the  Crown  for  doing  it. 

A case  occurred  at  Dr.  Gregory’s  asylum,  of  a gentleman  who  was  discharged  from  it 
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though  not  recovered.  He  was  re-admitted  in  three  months  afterwards.  On  my  visit  to 
the  asylum  I found  him  there,  and  I said,  this  man  is  not  legally  admitted,  inasmuch  as  there 
are  not  the  legal  certificates.  The  proprietor  said,  I think  I am  justified  in  receiving 
him.  I replied,  I think  you  are  not.  I referred  the  case  to  the  Law  Adviser,  and  I had  his 
opinion,  that  the  man,  not  being  discharged  as  a cured  lunatic,  he  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  that,  after  the  lapse  of  three  months,  there  should  be  a fresh  certificate. 

973.  Practically,  what  is  the  construction  put  by  the  Inspectors  upon  the  law  with 
reference  to  the  power  of  re-admission  of  patients,  without  fresh  orders  and  certificates, 
who  have  either  been  discharged  on  trial,  or  who  have  escaped.  Upon  what  principle  do 
you  act  in  such  cases  ? — I have  always  endeavoured  to  make  them  get  new  certificates.  If  a 
man  escapes  from  an  asylum,  and  is  brought  back  again  after  an  absence  of  fourteen  or 
sixteen  days,  I have  invariably  demanded  a second  certificate. 

974.  The  notice  so  forwarded  by  the  proprietors  of  licensed  houses  enables  you  to  have 
nominal  statements  in  your  office  of  the  inmates  in  the  asylums  ? — We  have  a regular  return. 

975.  The  notice  which  the  Act  requires  to  be  given  to  you  of  the  escape,  return,  or 
death  of  insane  persons,  would  enable  you,  at  any  time,  to  ascertain  how  many  still 
remained  in  the  asylum? — Yes,  if  thoy  are  honestly  given. 

976-  Do  you,  on  each  of  your  inspections,  accurately  ascertain  that  the  number  of  inmates, 
male  and  female,  in  the  establishment  corresponds  with  the  number  for  which  it  is  licensed? 
— We  ascertain  it  as  accurately  as  possible.  Sometimes  there  is  a concealment.  If  a man 
takes  out  his  licence  for  thirty  or  thirty -four  patients,  he  may  have  one  over,  and  if  the 
Inspectors  ask  him  to  bring  out  the  patients,  there  may  bo  one  or  two  out  walking. 

977.  But  in  such  a case  "he  must  equally  have  omitted  to  send  the  notice  of  orders  and 
certificates? — No,  I have  known  this  to  occur:  the  proprietor  of  an  establishment  having 
a licence  for  thirty-six  patients,  and  having  that  number  when  I inspected,  wanted  to  take 
two  more ; we,  knowing  he  had  room  for  them,  said,  you  may  take  them,  you  notifying  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  paying  the  surplus  money. 

978.  Do  you  mean  that  an  additional  number  of  patients  beyond  the  number  for  which 
the  house  was  licensed  by  the  justices,  was,  in  the  manner  you  have  stated,  sanctioned  ? — 
I conceal  nothing ; I frankly  tell  you  we  did  it  in  one  or  two  instances.  A proprietor,  in 
the  case  of  a lady,  said  that  she  was  so  bad  that  she  should  be  taken  in. 

979.  Do  you  accurately  ascertain  in  each  case  that  the  number  of  inmates  corresponds, 
as  regards  sex,  with  the  number  for  which  the  house  was  licensed  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 

9S0.  Would  you  consider  the  terms  of  the  licence  to  have  been  adhered  to,  if  the 
aggregate  number  corresponded  with  that  allowed  by  the  licence,  without  there  being  any 
distinction  as  to  the  number  of  males  and  females  ? — No,  I think  that  would  be  an  infrac- 
tion, if  the  number  of  each  sex  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  licence.  The  act,  however, 
is  not  explicit  on  tliis  point. 

981.  Do  you  find,  generally,  that  adequate  attendance  is  provided  for  the  patients  in 
these  asylums  ? — That  is  a point  on  which  I do  not  think  they  come  up  to  my  wishes. 

982.  Speaking  generally,  do  you  consider  that  these  private  licensed  houses  are  more 
places  of  detention  for  lunatics  than  places  where  their  curative  treatment  is  attended  to? 
— No,  1 should  say  their  curative  treatment  is  looked  after.  I think  these  houses  are  very 
successful  in  their  treatment ; I think  a very  fair  number  are  dismissed  cured. 

9S3.  The  law  provides  that,  in  all  cases  where  insane  persons  are  received  into  an 
unlicensed  house,  you  shall  receive  notice,  and  that  a copy  of  the  order  and  certificate 
shall  be  furnished  to  you — except  in  certain  cases  provided  for.  Have  you  reason  to  believe 
that  regulation  is  complied  with? — I have  reason  to  believe  it  is  not  complied  with. 

984.  What  has  been  the  average  number  of  notices  of  that  kind  that  you  have  received 
of  such  cases  in  each  year  ? — Scarcely  any. 

_ 985.  Do  you  consider  that  the  law  should  enable  the  Inspector  to  make,  say  an  annual 
visitation  in  such  cases  ? — Certainly. 

986.  Do  you  consider  the  provisions  of  the  Act  sufficient  as  regards  those  cases  ?—No. 

987-  In  what  respects  do  you  consider  that  the  law  generally,  with  regard  to  private 
licensed  houses,  requires  amendment ? — I think  it  should  be  more  stringent;  that  there 
should  be  a power  given  to  a central  authority,  and  that  that  authority  should  exercise  a 
perfect  control  over  the  institution,  and  that  the  only  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  case  a party  thinks  himself  aggrieved  as  proprietor.  At  present  there  is  a 
sort  of  divided  authority  indirect  and  indefinite. 

988.  You  have  stated,  generally,  the  duties  of  Inspectors  of  Asylums  ; of  what  is  your 
office  staff  in  Dublin  composed  ? — We  have  two  clerks. 

989.  Could  you  give  the  Commissioners  any  return  or  statement  of  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness transacted  in  one  year  in  that  department? — Yes,  I will  furnish  such  a return  to  tho 
Commissioners. 
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The  Poor  Law  Commissioners — Hardwicke  Cells — Lunatics  in  Workhouses. 
Benjamin  Banks,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

990.  What  situation  do  you  at  present  hold  under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners?  I 
am  Chief  Clerk. 

991.  — You  have  been  for  many  years  an  officer  in  that  department? — I have;  for  the 
last  fourteen  years  in  Ireland. 

992.  Are  you  acquainted  with  an  institution  existing  in  Ireland  called  the  House  of 
Industry  ? — I am. 
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993.  Are  you  aware  of  the  exact  position  in  which  that  now  stands  as  regards  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners? — It  still  remains  under  the  control  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
as  vested  in  them  by  the  34th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 

994.  The  only  portion  of  the  Dublin  House  of  Industry  which  the  Commissioners  handed 
over  to  the  Guardians  was  that,  I believe,  now  occupied  as  the  North  Dublin  Union  Work- 
house  ? — Y es. 

995.  What  is  that  portion  of  the  House  of  Industry  Hospital  occupied  by  lunatics  now 
called  ? — The  Hardwxcke  cells. 

996.  How  are  the  funds  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  this  House  of  Industry  Hos- 
pital?— By  an  annual  vote  of  Parliament. 

997.  Ho  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  appoint  the  officers  for  this  institution  ? — No,  the 

superior  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Irish  Government ; the  inferior  officers nurses, 

servants,  wardmasters,  and  such  like — arc  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the  institution. 

998.  What  control,  then,  do  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise  over  the  establish- 
ment ? — Legally,  they  have  the  same  control  which  they  have  over  the  workhouses.  In 
any  case  of  dispute  or  complaint  they  interfere.  Their  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  officers 
have  been  numerous.  Regulations  have  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  under  the 
powers  given  them  for  the  government  of  the  institution. 

999.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a copy  of  these  regula- 
tions ? — Yes,  I have  them  here.  [The  copy  is  delivered  in]. 

1000.  Do  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise  the  same  authority  over  the  Governors 
of  the  institution  that  they  exerciso  over  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  Unions  ? — They 
have  not  the  same  means  of  enforcing  any  directions  they  may  give;  subject  to  that 
qualification  they  do. 

1001.  Are  the  funds  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  maintenance  of  the  House  of  Industry, 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  issued  by  them  ? — They  are. 

1002.  On  whose  requisition  ? — The  Governor’s. 

1003.  Does  he  make  requisitions  for  all  the  subordinate  departments  in  the  House  of 
Industry? — Yes. 

1004.  Are  there  any  rules  or  regulations  governing  the  hospital  besides  those  which  you 
have  now  handed  in  ? — There  is  a tradition,  I believe,  but  nothing  more,  of  the  old  rules 
being  in  spirit  carried  out ; the  rules  which  existed  before  the  introduction  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Law,  when  the  House  of  Industry  was  under  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

1005.  Are  any  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  institution  periodi- 
cally in  the  same  manner  as  union  workhouses  arc  visited  ? — Not  at  any  stated  periods. 
There  is  no  periodical  inspection,  but  the  institution  is  looked  upon  in  the  office  as  being 
as  much  under  the  inspection  of  the  Inspector  of  the  district  as  any  workhouse  would  he; 
the  only  difference  boing,  that  in  the  case  of  the  workhouses  we  require,  for  various 
purposes,  which  we  do  not  require  in  the  case  of  the  House  of  Industry,  a periodical 
inspection  to  be  made  for  the  sake  of  the  periodical  report.  Not  requiring  that  report  in 
the  case  of  the  House  of  Industry,  we  have  not  required  a periodical  inspection. 

1006.  Is  it  a portion  of  the  duty  of  the  Inspector  of  the  Dublin  district  to  visit  at  any 
time  in  the  year  the  hospital  of  the  House  of  Industry  ? — Not  at  any  specified  time. 

1007.  Practically,  does  any  Poor  Law  Inspector  visit  that  institution  except  when  he  is 
particularly  directed  to  do  so  ? — I cannot  call  to  my  mind  any  instance  in  which  the  present 
Inspector  has  inspected  the  institution.  He  may  have  done  so  without  my  knowledge,  but 
I am  not  aware  of  any  record  in  the  office  of  any  inspection  by  the  present  Inspector. 

1008.  How  long  has  the  present  Inspector  been  in  charge  of  the  Dublin  district? — Four 
or  five  years,  or  more. 

1009.  What  means  have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  of  ascei’taiuing  the  condition  of 
these  hospitals  and  of  their  inmates? — By  direct  inquiry,  or  by  sending  the  Inspector,  if 
any  circumstance  arises  to  lead  to  the  behof  that  there  is  any  thing  wrong. 

1010.  Does  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry  furnish  any  periodical  reports  to  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioner’s  ? — No,  except  his  financial  statement. 

1011.  Have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  issued  any  rules  or  given  any  orders  with 
reference  to  the  classification  of  patients  in  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — None. 

1012.  Have  they  given  any  orders  with  reference  to  the  diet  to  be  given  to  patients  in 
the  institution  ? — They-  have  had  correspondence  occasionally  with  the  Governor  on  the 
subject,  principally  arising  on  suggestions  made  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

1013.  Are  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  the  habit  of  making,  from  time  to  time, 
reports  on  the  state  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? — They 
frequently  do,  when  they  see  any  thing  to  complain  of.  I have  seen  such  reports,  but 
not  often ; they  only  make  reports  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong  which  they  think  it  necessary 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  Those  of  a more  serious  nature  are  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commissioners,  and  not  any  ordinary  trifling  complaints. 

1014.  Has  it  ever,  that  you  are  aware  of,  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  to  remove  the  lunatics  from  the  Hardwicke  cells  to  any  other  place  ? — 
Some  years  ago  it  was  suggested  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  some  steps 
were  taken  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  that  suggestion ; biit  the  only  premises  eligible 
could  not  be  obtained — that  was  an  old  artillery  barrack;  or  the  expense  of  making  them 
suitable  for  the  purpose  was  so  great,  that  the  thing  was  abandoned  altogether. 

1015.  Am  I to  understand,  that  no  returns  are  furnished  from  the  House  of  Industry 
Hospitals  or  the  Hardwicke  cells,  as  a portion  of  those  hospitals,  except  the  financial 
statement  of  the  Governors  ? — That  is  so. 
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1016.  Do  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise  any  control  over  the  salaries  and  wages 
of  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  institution  ? — They  have  a control  over  the  officers. 

1017-  Have  they  the  power  of  fixing  the  salaries  or  allowances  originally? — No;  no 
change  in  the  existing  rate  of  salaries  would  be  permitted  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  they  would  not,  on  their  own  authority,  sanction  it,  but  would  submit 
the  matter  to  the  Irish  Government.  Practically,  the  Government  fixed  the  salaries.  I 
refer  the  Commissioners  for  particulars  respecting  the  House  of  Industry,  to  the  Sixth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  [Same  is  delivered  in]. 

1018.  Do  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise  any  control  over  the  state  of  the 
building,  or  is  that  left  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry? — 
They  do  exercise  a very  decided  control.  They  have  been  at  issue  with  the  Governor 
upon  points  connected  with  that,  and  the  latter  has  gone  to  such  a length  that  they  reported 
him  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

1019.  Upon  what  did  that  difference  of  opinion  arise  ? — It  arose  upon  a question  of  the 
supply  of  water.  • In  the  first  instance, 'the  Governor  reported  to  the  Commissioners  that  the 
water  was  in  a very  bad  state.  Mr.  Crawford,  I believe,  inspected,  and  then  the  Architect 
inspected,  and  certain  works  were  directed  to  be  done,  which  the  Commissioners  ordered 
the  Governor  to  carry  out.  He,  upon  that,  said  the  water  was  improved — said  he  had 
not  means  to  carry  out  the  works,  and  that  they  wore  not  necessary — and  he  resisted  until 
a positive  direction  was  given  from  the  Commissioners  to  carry  out  the  instructions  pre- 
viously conveyed  to  him ; and  his  conduct  was  then  reported  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
connexion  with  some  other  matters. 

1020.  Suppose  that  any  improvements  in  the  Hardwicke  cells  were  required,  would  the 
Commissioners  be  the  parties  to  undertake  them,  or  would  it  be  left  to  the  Governor  to 
suggest  ? — If  the  Governor  suggested  that  any  thing  was  necessary,  the  Commissioners 
would  inquire.  They  would  send  their  Architect  or  Inspector,  and  would  decide  themselves 
upon  the  necessity  for  the  change. 

1021.  But  would  they  take  the  initiative? — They  would  not;  it  must  be  suggested 
externally.  They  do  receive  suggestions  independently  of  the  Governor.  They  always 
inquire  by  their  Inspector  or  Architect. 

1022.  Is  any  inspection  made  periodically,  by  any  officer  of  the  Commissioners,  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — No  periodical  inspection ; 
certainly  no  periodical  inspection  is  directed. 

1 023.  Has  the  condition  of  the  building  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Commissioners  at  all? — Not  that  I am  aware ; not  specifically,  certainly. 

1024.  Are  you  aware  of  their  having  received  any  reports  with  regard  to  the  building  ? 
— Not  with  regard  to  the  building. 

1025.  Have  they  received  reports  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  institution 
generally? — As  to  the  management,  the  diet  and  supplies,  they  have  received  many 
reports  from  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  and  sometimes  from  the  physician.  I am  not 
aware  of  any  as  to  the  state  of  the  building. 

1026.  If  the  result  of  the  inspection  directed  by  the  Commissioners,  on  receiving  those 
complaints,  should  show  the  necessity  for  an  improvement  being  made,  would  they  at  once 
direct  this  improvement  to  be  carried  out  ? — Oh,  immediately ; I think  the  instance  I have 
referred  to,  as  to  the  water,  shows  that. 

1027.  I believe  the  Island-bridge  Lunatic  Asylum  no  longer  exists? — It  is  closed. 

1028.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  any  information  with  reference  to  the  Lifford 
House  of  Industry  ? — I am  not  aware  of  its  existence. 

1029-  If,  on  inquiry,  you  procure  any  report  on  the  subject,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to 
furnish  it  to  the  Commissioners  ? — I will. 

1030.  In  the  construction  of  the  workhouses  in  Ireland,  is  provision  made  for  the  lunatic 
poor  who  might  be  received  into  these  institutions? — To  a very  limited  extent  indeed. 

1031.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  particular  classes  of  lunatics  were  intended  to  be 
provided  for  ? — My  impression  is  that  all  lunatics  were  to  be  excluded  unless  they  were 
completely  harmless.  We  did  not  contemplate  receiving  any  but  idiotic  cases — persons 
of  that  class. 

1032.  Have  any  particular  orders  been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  with  reference  to 
the  treatment  of  the  lunatic  poor  who  might  be  in  the  workhouses  ? — Certainly  not ; no 
special  orders  for  that  class.  The  medical  officer  has  a general  power  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  sick  and  lunatic.  That  is  the  extent  of  the  regu- 
lations the  Commissioners  have  made  on  the  subject. 

1033.  Have  the  Commissioners  ever  received  applications,  or  has  it  ever  been  suggested 
to  them,  that  certain  imbecile  lunatics  in  asylums  might,  with  advantage,  be  transferred,  to 
the  workhouses  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  they  have ; I am  not  aware  of  any.  I think 
I must  have  known  of  them  if  there  had  been  any  such  suggestions. 

1034.  If,  on  inquiry,  you  find  that  the  subject  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  that  any  orders  have  been  made  with  reference  thereto,  perhaps  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  them  ? — Yes. 

1035.  I believe  the  law  enables  the  guardians  to  pay  out  of  the  rates  the  expense  of 
removiugpauperB  from  workhouses  to  lunatic  asylums  ? — I perceive  there  is  such  provision. 

1036.  Is  there  any  provision  of  the  law  enabling  the  maintenance  of  the  paupers  in  the 
lunatic  asylums  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  rates  ? — None. 

1037-  Have  the  Commissioners  at  any  time  issued  any  certificates  or  given  any  directions 
with  reference  to  the  transfer  of  paupers  from  workhouses  to  lunatic  asylums? — No. 
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1038.  Is  it  the  duty  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  unions  to  make  applications  for  the 
admission  of  pauper  lunatics  into  the  district  asylums? — It  will  only  become  the  duty  of 
the  master  or  other  officer  if  there  is  reason  to  suppose  a pauper  will  become  dangerous, 
not  otherwise. 

1039.  Are  there  no  instructions  given  to  the  officers  of  workhouses,  or  the  officers  of  the 
unions,  to  make  application  for  the  admission  of  pauper  lunatics,  who  may  not  be  dangerous, 
to  district  asylums  ? — No. 

1040.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Relieving  Officers  or  Guardians  of  the  poor  to  take  any 
measures  for  the  admission  of  lunatics  to  the  asylums  out  of  the  poorhouses  ? — It  forms 
no  part  of  the  officers’  duty. 

1041.  Do  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  report  particularly  upon  the  number  of  lunatics  in 
the  workhouses,  or  their  condition  ? — We  get  a statement  of  their  numbers,  but  none  as  to 
their  condition,  unless  in  extreme  cases  there  might  be  some  observations  upon  their 
condition  ; but  not  otherwise. 

1042.  Does  the  law  admit  of  lunatics  discharged  from  district  asylums  being  transferred, 
by  the  asylum  authorities,  direct  to  the  workhouse  ? — Any  pauper,  whether  lunatic  or  not, 
is  admissible  to  the  workhouses,  otherwise  there  is  no  power. 

1043.  Under  what  circumstances  can  a lunatic  pauper  receive  out-door  relief? — I think 
the  case  would  come  under  the  first  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Extension  Act, 
which  allows  out-door  relief  to  be  given  by  the  Guardians  to  certain  classes  not  able  to 
provide  for  their  own  living.  It  is  a point  of  construction.  A lunatic  could  not  be  held 
to  be  able-bodied,  and  able  to  obtain  his  own  living. 

1014.  The  lunatic  poor  are,  therefore,  in  no  other  position,  as  regards  the  reception  of 
out-door  relief,  than  the  destitute  poor? — Certainly  not. 

1045.  They  might,  in  fact,  receive  out-door  relief  as  being  considered  permanently 
disabled  from  labour  by  reason  of  mental  defect? — Yes. 

1046.  Is  there  any  limitation  as  to  the  extent  to  which  this  relief  may  be  afforded,  having 
regard  to  the  means  of  the  recipient  ?— No  legally  defined  limitation  to  the  amount  of 
relief.  Those  eligible  are  the  destitute  poor,  unable  to  maintain  themselves. 

1047-  Would  not  the  limitation  in  the  same  Act,  that  such  relief  is  not  to  be  given  to 

Eersons  occupying  more  than  a quarter  of  an  acre  apply  to  pauper  lunatics  ? — I think  so. 

ndoubtedly  the  words  are  considered  expressly  to  prohibit  relief  to  any  person  holding 
a quarter  of  an  acre  of  land. 

1048.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  to  what  extent  relief  is  now  given  under  the  first  section  ? 
Scarcely  any  at  all  out  of  the  workhouses ; there  may  be  a little,  but  it  is  so  insignificant 
that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning. 

1049.  And  the  proportion  of  that  insignificant  number  who  are  lunatics  may  be  extremely 
small  ? — Oh,  very  small.  I do  not  know  that  there  are  any'. 

1050.  Have  the  medical  officers  of  the  dispensary  districts  or  unions  any  power  or  duty 
whatever  in  reference  to  insane  poor  not  in  workhouses,  but  who  are  wandering  about  ? — 
I think  not. 

1051.  Supposing  a destitute  idiot  to  be  wandering  about  a district,  would  it  be  the  duty 
of  the  relieving  officer  to  provide  any  relief  for  that  idiot  or  lunatic? — As  a destitute 
person,  it  would.  If  he  heard  of  a case  of  destitution  in  his  district,  it  would  be  his  duty 
to  take  steps  for  the  relief  of  that  person. 

1052.  Would  the  Board  of  Guardians  ultimately  decide  whether  that  patient  should 
receive  out-door  or  in-door  relief? — They  would,  the  next  Board  day. 

1053.  What  is  the  number  of  unions  in  Ireland  at  present? — One  hundred  and  sixty- 
three. 

1054.  Is  that  a correct  measure  of  the  number  of  workhouses? — There  may  be  a few 
auxiliary  workhouses  still  remaining,  but  very  few. 

1055.  Are  there  many  of  these  union  workhouses  which  contain  very  few  inmates  ? — A 
good  proportion  of  them  contain  very  few  inmates ; I should  say  not  up  to  one-fourth  their 
number. 

1056.  Have  the  circumstances  of  the  country  so  altered  since  the  additional  number  of 
workhouses  were  provided,  as  to  render  it  questionable  whether  so  many  are  necessary? — 
It  is  questioned  by  many  on  the  ground  of  the  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
country.  It  is  not  admitted,  I believe,  by  the  Commissioners  to  be  a sound  view  of  the 
case,  that  the  smallness  of  the  number  in  the  workhouses  renders  it  advisable  to  reduce 
the  number  of  workhouses. 

1057.  I believe,  in  many  cases,  buildings  which  are  not  now  occupied  were  erected,  at 
considerable  expense,  in  addition  to  the  workhouses,  by  the  Guardians? — They  were  erected 
at  a great  deal  of  expense. 

1058.  Have  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  the  means  of  furnishing  an  approximate  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  insane  in  the  workhouses  at  this  moment? — We  could  not  give  you 
any  thing  to  be  relied  upon  without  a circular  being  sent  to  the  unions.  A few  days  would 
do  that. 
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Dublin,  29th  October,  1856. 

Present:— Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
Dr.  Corrigan,  anti  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

House  of  Industry — the  Hardwicke  Cells. 

Henry  Hutchinson  Stewart,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1059.  I believe  you  hold  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry? — I do. 

1060.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — Since  March,  1847. 

1061.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — The  Earl  of  Bessborougli. 

1062.  Are  the  Hardwicke  cells  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  a portion  of  the  House  of 
Industry,  which  is  under  your  charge  ? — They  are. 

1063.  What  is  your  authority  over  the  Hardwicke  cells? — I think  the  same  authority 
that  I have  as  Governor  over  the  officers,  with  a discretionary  power — the  same  as  my 
predecessor. 

1064.  Did  your  appointment  particularly  specify  your  duties? — No. 

1065.  Is  there  any  enumeration  of  your  duties  in  the  rules  or  regulations  of  the  estab- 
lishment?— There  is  such  in  the  Poor  Law  Report  of  1840.  In  that  report  Mr.  Hall,  I 
think,  referred  to  the  House  of  Industry,  and  enumerated  the  duties  of  the  Governor. 

1066.  Are  there  any  general  rules  or  regulations  published? — No.  I beg  to  remark  that 
after  I got  my  appointment,  I was  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  apply  for 
instructions  for  the  fulfilment  of  my  duties  to  Sir.  Phelan,  whom  I succeeded. 

1067.  Are  there  any  specific  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Hardwicke 
cells  ? — No. 

1068.  By  whom  are  the  officers  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  appointed? — The  physician  is 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the  superintendent  and  matron  by  the  Governor. 

1069.  By  whom  are  the  subordinate  officers  appointed? — By  the  Governor. 

1070.  Do  you  exercise  complete  control  over  that  portion  of  the  House  of  Industry,  as 
part  of  the  institution  ? — I do. 

1071.  By  whom  is  the  dietary  of  the  establishment  fixed  ? — It  was  fixed  by  the  former 
Governor ; 1 made  no  change  in  the  dietary  that  I found  in  existence,  when  I entered  on 
office. 

1072.  Can  you  furnish  a copy  of  the  dietary  so  fixed  ? — I can ; there  are  two  dietaries,  an 
ordinary  dietary  and  a medical  dietary.  The  medical  dietary  is  under  the  control  of  the 
medical  officer.  I hand  in  a copy  of  the  ordinary  dietary  and  of  the  medical  dietary,  and 
the  formulary  for  making  soup.  [Same  are  delivered  in]. 

_ 1073.  In  the  paper  which  you  have  furnished,  tliei'e  is  a statement  of  the  ordinary 
dietary  and  of  the  extra  dietaries  of  meat,  rice,  and  milk ; I understand  the  latter  dietaries 
are  only  given  to  patients  on  the  order  of  the  medical  attendant? — Yes. 

1074.  Arc  these  dietaries  subject  to  change  by  his  directions? — They  are. 

1075.  What  local  superintendence  is  exercised  over  the  Hardwicke  cells? — There  is  a 
superintendent  and  a matron  under  my  directions,  and  I understood  under  the  visitation  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums ; but  they  are  immediately  under  my  control. 

1076.  Are  the  superintendent  and  matron  responsible  for  these  dietaries,  when  they  are 
ordered  to  be  given  to  the  inmates  ? — They  are. 

1077.  Do  you,  yourself,  visit  the  Hardwicke  cells  frequently,  and  how  often? — I occa- 
sionally visit  them,  if  I hear  of  any  thing  out  of  die  ordinary  course.  I go  in  to  visit  now 
and  again. 

1078.  Do  you  visit  the  institution  once  a day? — I do  not. 

1079.  Do  you  visit  it  once  a week? — I do  not. 

1080.  Do  you  visit  it  once  a month  ? — I really  cannot  say ; I do  not  think,  latterly,  I 
have  visited  once  a month. 

1081.  How  far  distant  is  it  from  your  residence? — Oh,  a very  short  way.  The  buildings 
are  on  the  premises  of  the  House  of  Industry.  I spend  the  wide  day,  from  eleven  to  four 
o’clock,  in  the  place. 

1082.  Do  you  visit  them  once  in  the  quarter? — I am  sure  I do.  I may  go  in  every  day 
for  four  or  five  days  in  succession,  and  then  two  months  or  six  weeks  may  elapse  before  I 
go  in  again. 

1083.  Are  any  daily  statements  laid  before  you  of  die  condition  of  that  institution  or  of 
the  inmates  ?■ — There  is  a Daily  Report  Book  laid  before  me. 

1084.  Be  so  good  as  to  enumerate  the  books  wliich  are  kept  in  reference  to  the  Hard- 
wicke cells  ? — There  is  a Morning  Statement  Book,  die  Superintendent’s  Communication 
Book,  the  Matron’s  Communication  Book,  the  Inspectors’  Report  Book,  the  Report  Book  of 
Deaths,  the  Dietary  Book,  the  Medical  Diet  Book,  and  die  Prescription  Book.  [Same  are 
produced.] 

1085.  D oes  the  Morning  Statement  Book  contain  any  tiling  more  than  numerical  state- 
ments of  the  numbers  of  inmates  in  the  establishment,  distinguishing  servants  from  patients, 
and  males  from  females  ? — No. 

1086.  Is  any  statement  in  writing  laid  before  you,  either  daily,  or  weekly,  or  oftener,  of 
the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution? — No. 

1087.  The  Superintendent’s  Communication  Book  seems  to  contain  chiefly  the  lists  of 
recommendations  with  regard  to  diet  and  requisitions  for  the  articles  required  for  use  in  the 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE.  57 

institution? — Yes?  My  attention  is  drawn  to  any  matter  that  is  necessary  for  me  to  know 

by  that  Communication  Book.  

1088.  The  last  entry  in  that  hook  appears  to  he  dated  13th  February,  1856;  and  I Souse  of  Industry, 

observe  that  it  contains  a recommendation,  that  certain  patients  should  o-et  stirabout  instead  Celh' 

of  bread,  without  any  reason  being  assigned  for  that  recommendation  ?— The  men  asked  for  „Sten'Tr“t’0^s<1'’ 
it ; they  preferred  getting  stirabout.  ’’ 

1089.  Do  you  receive  any  daily  statement  from  the  matron  as  to  the  condition  of  the  in- 
stitution or  the  inmates  ? — No ; unless  there  is  any  tiling  wrong.  I have  no  ordinary  statement. 

1090.  Does  the  Report  Book  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  contain  any  entry  of  Inspector’s  visits, 
their  visits? — No. 

1091.  Is  it  kept  at  the  Hardwickc  cells,  or  at  your  residence?— It  is  kept  at  the  Hard- 
wicke  cells. 

1092.  The  last  official  visit  recorded  by  the  Inspectors,  is  the  visit  of  Dr.  White,  on  the 
20th  October,  1856.  The  previous  entry  bears  date  February  14th,  1852.  How  often, 
within  these  four  years,  did  you  know  the  Inspectors  to  have  visited  the  institution?—! 
cannot  tell.  I sometimes  heard  from  the  superintendent,  they  had  called  in  to  inquire  how 
matters  were  going  on. 

1093.  I observe  that  _the  last  minute  or  entry  by  Dr.  White,  to  which  I have  referred,  Maltreatment  of  a 
dated  20th  October,  1856,  details  a case  of  ill-treatment  of  a lunatic  patient,  named  Thomas  lunatic  patient. 
Byrne,  while  employed  in  the  garden  of  the  House  oi  Industry;  when  did  you  become 

acquainted  with  that  case? — On  Saturday  week;  that  was  the  day  on  which  the  occurrence 
took  place. 

1094.  Was  it  represented  to  you  by  any  officer  of  the  institution  ? — No. 

1095.  How  did  it  first  come  to  your  knowledge  ?— I met  the  man  when  I was  leaving  the 
hospital ; he  came  up  to  speak  to  me,  and  I discovered  his  face  was  black,  and  I inquired 
how  it  happened.  He  is  a very  incoherent  man,  but  I found  out  from  him  that  it  was  done 
by  John  Kisby,  a pupil  in  the  hospital,  and  son  to  the  resident  apothecary. 

1096.  What  steps  did  you  take  in  consequence  of  that  statement'? — I went  to  the 
resident  apothecary,  and  saw’  that,  young  man,  John  Kisby,  and  I asked  him  if  he  blackened 
Byrne’s  face,  and  he  said  he  did  it  with  caustic.  I asked  him  why  he  did  it,  and  he  said  it 
was  a practical  joke,  and  that  he  regretted  having  done  it.  He  confessed  that  he  did  it 
with  a solution  of  lunar  caustic.  This  was  late  on  Saturday.  I told  him  he  had  committed 
a very  serious  offence,  and  that  I would  inquire  into  it  on*  Monday.  On  Monday  I heard 
that  the  face  of  Byrne  was  very  much  swollen  and  blistered  in  consequence  of  some  subse- 
quent application  by  Kisby.  He  applied  caustic  potash.  He  wrote  a letter  to  me  afterwards, 
and  said  the  reason  he  applied  the  caustic  potash  was,  that  he  heard  it  would  remove  the 
dark  colour  from  the  face,  and  that  he  thought  it  a mild  application.  There  is  an  application 
of  potash  which  is  mild,  hut  he  used  caustic  potash,  instead  of  the  mild  application.  I pro- 
ceeded to  my  office,  and  had  an  order  written  at  once.  It  was  an  ambiguous  order ; it 
implied  expulsion,  hut  it  was  intended  only  for  suspension,  for  that  which  he  had  committed. 

1097.  Will  you  furnish  a copy  of  that  order? — I will. 

1098.  Was  Byrne  within  the  Hardwicke  cells  at  the  time  that  either  of  these  applications 
wei’e  used  upon  his  face  ? — At  the  time  of  the  first  application  he  was  in  the  garden.  He 
was  out  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  at  the  time  of  both  applications. 

1099.  What  steps  did  you  take  with  reference  to  the  man  who  had  been  so  treated  ? — I 
sent  the  physician,  Dr.  M’Dowel,  in  to  see  him  on  Monday. 

1100.  Is  Dr.  M'Dowel  the  physician  attending  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — He  is. 

1101.  Is  he  solely  chai’ged  with  the  care  of  the  Hardwicke  cells? — He  is. 

1102.  Did  you  report  the  whole  of  that  transaction  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — I did.  Reported  on. 

1103.  Did  you  make  any  report  of  the  case  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums? — No. 

On  Monday  morning  I met  Dr.  White,  after  I had  given  directions  for  the  suspension  of  the 
ymmg  man,  and  he  told  me  he  was  coming  to  inquire  into  the  transaction.  I wrote  to  Dr. 

White,  that  I had  reported  the  matter  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

1104.  Do  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  report  all  occurrences  of  irregularity  that  may  arise, 
to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? — If  they  are  of  sufficient  consequence,  but  not  ordinary 
occurrences. 

1105.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  with  regard  to  this  matter  by  them? — They  sent  their 
Inspector,  Mr.  Crawford,  to  make  an  inquiry  into  it.  He  examined  the  father  of  the  young 
man  the  day  before  yesterday. 

1106.  Is  the  young  man  still  attending  as  a pupil  at  this  hospital  ? — He  is  under  suspension. 

. 1107.  Does  Dr.  M‘Dowal,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Hardwicke  cells,  make  any  reports 
in  relation  to  the  general  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  cells,  or  otherwise,  in  relation  to  their 
condition? — No. 

1108.  Are  there  any  rules  or  regulations  prescribing  periodical  visits  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  attendance, 
medical  officer? — No.  I have  a letter  here  that  will  bear  upon  the  point ; I will  hand  it  in. 

[Same  is  delivered  &i-  „ , 

1109.  The  document  to  which  you  refer  appears  to  have  been  signed  by  Dr.  Phelan,  when 
Governor,  and  is  dated  6th  January,  1847  ?— Yes. 

1110.  I observe  in  that  order  reference  is  made  to  the  visiting  hour  of  the  physician — 
does  that  refei'  to  the  hour  of  his  daily  visits  to  the  institution,  or  to  that  particular  branch 
of  the  institution,  the  Hardwicke  cells? — I presume  to  his  daily  visits  to  the  hospitals.  He 
does  visit  the  institution  daily,  and  word  is  sent  to  him  to  go  to  the  cells  if  there  is  any  case 
requiring  his  attendance. 

1111.  Dr.  Phelan’s  order  was  directed  to  a particular  matter — namely,  that  in  any  urgent 
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case  tlie  doctor  should  be  sent  for? — Yes,  so  as  not  to  leave  it  to  the  clinical  clerk;  there  is 
one  resident. 

1112.  Am  I to  understand  that  there  is  really  no  order  requiring  the  daily  attendance  of 
the  medical  officer  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — No. 

1113.  What  is  the  practice  with  regard  to  the  visits  of  the  medical  attendant?— Either 
the  matron  or  superintendent  leaves  word  with  the  porter  at  the  gate  that  the  doctor  is  re- 
quired to  go  in  to  see  a patient. 

1114.  Are  the  Commissioners  to  understand  that  unless  the  superintendent  or  the  matron 
considers  a case  to  he  one  that  requires  the  attendance  of  the  physician,  he,  practically,  does 
not  attend  the  cells  ? — That  is  the  case. 

1115.  Is  it  left,  therefore,  to  their  judgment  to  determine  whether  the  cases  of  those 
lunatic  patients  require  medical  attendance  or  not? — It  is. 

1116.  I believe  they  are  both  non-professional? — They  are. 

1117.  Has  Dr.  M‘I)owel  a resident  pupil  in  the  establishment? — There  are  two  resident 
pupils  to  four  physicians. 

1118.  Is  there  any  residentpupil  in  the  habit  of  attending  daily  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — No. 

1119.  Is  there  a resident  pupil  in  the  habit  of  attending  these  cells  at  frequent  intervals? 
— No,  not  unless  he  is  called  for  in  the  absence  of  the  physician. 

1120.  Then  the  attendance  of  the  resident  pupil  or  physician  is  dependent  upon  the 
supei’intendent  or  matron’s  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  such  ? — It  is. 

1121.  Do  you  require*  any  reports  to  be  made  to  you  by  the  superintendent  or  matron 
of  the  Hardwicke  cells  as  to  the  occasions  upon  which  restraint  is  used  ? — I do. 

1122.  In  what  book  may  those  reports  be  contained  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  book.  When- 
ever a report  was  made  to  me  that  a patient  required  restraint,  Iwas  in  the  habit  of  going  down 
to  see  him.  Neither  the  superintendent  nor  matron  have  any  power  to  put  any  patient  under 
restraint  without  reporting  it  to  me. 

1123.  Are  your  visits  so  frequent  as  to  enable  you,  yourself,  to  judge  whether  restraint  may 
not  for  a considerable  time  be  used  with  regard  to  patients  ? — My  visits  are  sufficiently  frequent 
to  judge  of  that.  There  is  little  restraint  required,  for  the  patients  are  quite  harmless. 

1124.  Do  you  ever  visit  the  institution  at  night  ? — I have  not  latterly.  I have  done  so 
early  in  the  morning. 

1125.  Did  any  special  circumstances  come  to  your  knowledge  that  rendered  such  a visit 
necessary? — No,  but  I visited  both  the  hospital  and  Hardwicke  cells  at  horn's  at  which  the 
officers  did  not  expect  me. 

1126.  What  religious  provision  is  made  for  the  inmates  of  these  cells? — There  is  a 
Protestant  chaplain  and  a Roman  Catholic  chaplain  attached  to  the  institution  generally. 

1127.  Are  the  inmates  of  the  Hardwicke  cells,  or  such  of  them  as  may  he  fit  to  attend, 
allowed  to  go  to  religious  worship  every  Sunday? — Yes  ; a priest  goes  there,  and  the  Pro- 
testant chaplain  has  worship  in  another  room,  for  all  such  patients  as  are  able  to  go. 

1128.  Is  the  supeiintendent  charged  with  the  arrangements  for  maintaining  the  establish- 
ment in  proper  order  as  regards  cleanliness  ?— He  is.  Both  the  superintendent  and  the 
matron  have  a Requisition  Book,  and  every  thing  they  require  they  write  it  down  in  that 
book  and  send  it  up  to  me,  and  I refer  it  to  the  steward. 

1129.  By  whom  is  the  Medical  Diet  Book  kept  ? — By  the  superintendent. 

1130.  Does  the  medical  attendant  sign  the  Medical  Diet  Book? — It  is  not  signed  by  him. 
He  gives  authority  to  the  superintendent  to  have  so  many  patients  on  medical  diet. 

1131.  I observe  that  the  Medical  Diet  Book  was  signed  by  Dr.  M'Dowel,  the  medical 
attendant,  up  to  the  22nd  of  February,  1851 ; why  has  he  not  continued  to  affix  his  name 
to  these  orders  for  medical  diet? — He  omitted  it,  and  the  omission  continued;  but  he  gave 
authority  to  the  superintendent,  and  by  his  authority  these  signatures  were  put  in  the  hook. 

1132.  Is  there  any  written  document  to  show  that  authority — No. 

1133.  Do  you  consider  the  building  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  suitable  for  the  accommodation 
of  lunatics ? — No;  I always  thought  it  was  not  a suitable  building.  I always  understood 
that  the  continuance  of  the  lunatics  there  was  but  temporary. 

1134.  Would  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  any 
other  authority,  any  defects  which  existed  in  the  building  which  you  thought  ought  to  he 
remedied? — No. 

1135.  You  have  not  practically,  therefore,  made  any  such  reports? — I have  not. 

1136.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  arrangement  of  the  building,  even  considering 
its  use  temporary? — I think  it  very  defective. 

1137.  Are  the  arrangements,  as  regards  the  washing  of  patients  in  the  several  yards,  such 
as  you  consider  proper  ? — I think  they  are  kept  very  clean.  The  arrangements  that  I found 
when  I entered  office  I have  continued,  and  I did  not  see  that  I could  improve  them. 

1138.  Have  you  visited  the  yards  of  that  institution  recently? — I have. 

1139.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  privies  and  other  buildings  in  these 
grounds? — I had  not  visited  it  for  some  days  before  the  Commissioners  came._  The  morning 
after  the  Commissioners  visited  I went  up,  and  I was  satisfied  with  their  condition.  . 

~1140.  With  reference  to  the  medical  diet,  by  whose  authority  are  the  allowances  of  wine 
and  porter,  which  are  directed  to  be  given  to  patients,  discontinued  if  they  should  appear 
unnecessary  ? — They  are  allowed  by  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  are  continued  until 
he  strikes  them  off. 

1141 . Is  it  by  a verbal  communication  to  the  superintendent  the  disallowance  is  made 

known? — Yes,  I should  think  so.  , 

1142.  Can  you  state,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  this  Medical  Diet  Book  is  ever  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  medical  attendant?— I cannot.  I assume  that  it  is,  and  that  it  is  by  his 
direction  the  superintendent  enters  down  the  extras. 

1143.  Before  signing  that  book,  and  allowing  the  various  extras,  do  you  invariably  inquire 
whether  the  medical  attendant  has  ordered  them? — Yes. 

1144.  Have  you  been  invariably  informed  that  he  has? — Yes. 

1145.  Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  that  prevails  of  the  washing  of  the  male  patients  in 
the  yard  at  all  seasons  ? — Yes,  I know  they  wash  in  the  hall;  they  are  allowed  a quantity 
of  soap. 

1146.  Are  you  aware  that  they  are  washed  at  a trough  in  the  yard  at  all  seasons? — I am. 

1147.  Do  you  consider  that  a suitable  arrangement? — No.  I understood  it  was  only  in 
fine  weather  that  they  did  so,  and  that  in  severe  weather  they  washed  in  the  hall.  If  the 
weather  was  fine  I think  it  would  answer. 

1148.  Can  you  furnish  a statement  of  the  salaries,  wages,  and  allowances,  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — I can. 

1149.  By  whom  are  those  salaries  or  allowances  fixed  or  allowed? — They  were  not  fixed 
nor  allowed  by  me.  The  same  allowances  that  I found  had  been  given,  I give. 

1150.  Do  you  know  with  whom  the  authority  rests  to  alter  or  fix  them? — I do  not.  I 
should  think  it  is  with  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry,  having  the  authority  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

1151.  With  whom  does  the  authority  rest  to  dismiss  the  officers  or  servants? — The 
authority  rests  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  dismiss  the  officers  appointed  by  him,  and  with 
me  to  dismiss  the  servants  whom  I appoint. 

1152.  Do  you  make  any  reports  mom  time  to  time  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or 
any  other  authority,  as  to  the  state  of  the  institution  ? — I make  an  annual  report  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners : I furnish  a general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  hospital. 

1153.  Does  that  statement  contain  a report  upon  the  institution,  or  is  it  merely  a financial 
statement? — It  is  a financial  statement  and  general  report. 

1154.  Beyond  that  general  report  and  financial  statement,  are  you  in  the  habit  of  making 
any  periodical  communication  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — No. 

1155.  Or  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  with  regard  to  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — 
No,  unless  something  unusual  occurs,  like  the  case  of  Byrne,  the  other  day. 

1156.  Does  the  report  which  you  annually  make  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  enter 
into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  inmates,  or" their  treatment,  or  the  state  of  the  building? 
— No. 

1157.  Will  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a copy  of  the  last  Annual  Report  made  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? — I will. 
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1158.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  House  of  Industry  establishment?  *.R.c.s.i 
— Yes. 

1159.  Are  you  in  particular  charge  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  ? — I am. 

1160.  Is  that  by  any  special  appointment,  or  under  any  particular  arrangement? — I 
think  it  is  by  a private  arrangement  among  the  physicians. 

1161.  How  long  have  you  been  so  occupied? — I think  since  1847.  I was  a year  before  Medical  attendance 

in  charge  of  the  Island-bridge  Lunatic  Asylum.  ^,te^e  H“dwicke 

1162.  Are  there  any  special  rules  specifying  your  duties  in  connexion  tvith  the  Hard- 
wicke cells  ? — I never  saw  any  printed  or  written  rules  on  the  subject. 

1163.  Did  you  receive  any  instructions  on  your  appointment  from  any  person  as  to  the 
duties  you  were  to  perform  with  reference  to  the  Hardwicke  cells? — Ido  not  recollect  any. 

Dr.  Litton  had  been  in  charge  previously.  Notices  of  any  patients  that  were  ill  were  left 
for  me,  and  I used  to  go  down  to  see  them. 

1164.  What  attendance  do  you  practically  give  in  the  Hardwicke  cells? — My  attendance 
is  exactly  as  I am  sent  for  by  the  servants. 

1165.  You  do  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  visit  the  institution  without  receiving  such 
special  notices  ? — No ; I merely  understood  that  I was  to  take  charge  of  the  sick  amongst  the 
lunatics. 

1166.  When  making  visits  in  consequence  of  the  notice  thus  given  you,  is  your  visit 
confined  merely  to  the  patient  with  respect  to  whom  you  receive  the  notice,  or  do  you 
visit  generally  the  whole  of  the  institution,  and  all  the. inmates? — If  there  had  been  any 
inmates  sick  previously  I would  make  it  a rule  to  see  them  at  the  time. 

1167.  The  duty  which  you  perform  at  the  Hardwicke  cells  being  practically  one  merely 
of  medical  visitation  of  any  person  who  may  be  found  to  be  sick,  have  you  in  such  a way 
made  yourself  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  other  inmates  who  may  not  have  been 
reported  to  require  medical  attendance? — Not  specially. 

1168.  Have  you  a resident  pupil? — Yes. 

1169.  Does  he  visit  the  Hardwicke  cells  by  your  directions? — He  does;  and  occasionally 
on  any  emergency,  when  I am  not  there,  he  is  allowed  to  attend  on  any  medical  summons. 

1170.  Is  Es  attendance  similar  to  that  which  you  have  already  described — namely,  a 
medical  visitation  when  he  receives  notice  of  a particular  case,  or  does  he  visit  the  institu- 
tion generally  ? — It  is  merely  on  summons  to  a particular  patient. 

1171.  The  medical  diet  of  the  inmates,  as  prescribed  in  the  Medical  Diet  Book,  should,  I Medical  Diet  Book, 

presume,  be  made  according  to  your  directions  ? — Yes,  in  the  case  of  the  sick.  no  b gn  y 

1172.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  signing  the  Medical  Diet  Book? — Yes,  I was  fc 
time. 
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1173.  Hare  you  discontinued  to  do  so? — Yes,  for  some  years. 

1174.  Do  you  practically  know  the  contents  of  that  book  now? — No,  I do  not;  I have 

not  seen  it  for  a long  time.  ’ 

1175.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  entries  in  the  Medical  Diet  Book  form  a prescription  of 
diet  of  which  you,  as  medical  attendant  of  the  institution,  know  nothing  ? — I do  not  know 
that  there  is  such  a book  now,  and  if  there  is,  I do  not  know  its  contents.  I liave  ordered 
particular  diet  in  particular  cases. 

1176.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  what  has  caused  the  departure  from  the  practice 

which  prevailed  when  you  first  attended  the  institution,  of  signing  the  book? I have  no 

objection  to  do  so.  I conceive  that  there  was  an  injudicious  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry  in  the  dietary.  On  one  occasion  or  more  he  disallowed 
some  of  the  dietary  I ordered;  I then  told  him!  considered  it  an  interference  on  his  part 
with  the  medical  department,  and  I said  I would  not  again  sign  the  Medical  Dietary  Book. 

1177.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry  disallowed  diet 
which  you  had  officially  prescribed  for  certain  patients  under  treatment  in  the  Hardwieke 
cells? — Certainly. 

1178.  Is  that  the  present  Governor? — Yes,  the  present  Governor. 

. I179-  In  what  way  do  you  now  record,  officially,  the  diet  which  you  consider  should  be 
given  to  patients  in  the  Hardwieke  cells?— Since  that  occurrence  I have  ordered  it  in  the 
Prescription  Book,  as  a portion  of  the  medical  treatment.  There  is  a Prescription  Book  for 
medicines;  in  that  I order  the  diet,  wine,  or  porter,  for  each  case. 

1180.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  that  which  you  previously  entered  in  the  Medical  Diet  Book 

you  put  down  in  the  Prescription  Book,  although  not  a prescription  of  medicine? Yes; 

my  recollection  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  entire  dietary  of  the  institution  was  put  in  a book’ 
and  that  this  came  under  supervision  once  a week  or  a fortnight,  or  at  some  stated  period,  by 
the  medical  officer ; and  on  the  occurrence  of  the  interference  I speak  of  I discontinued  that. 

1181.  In  point  of  fact,  considering  that  your  visits  are  merely  paid  to  cases  of  which  you 
receive  notice,  did  the  Medical  Diet  Book  at  any  time,  or  does  the  Prescription  Book,  so  far 
as  regards  the  dietary,  fix  the  diet  of  any  patients  except  those  who  required  medical  attend- 
ance?— No. 

1182.  Then,  if  patients  in  the  establishment  were  not  considered  by  the  superintendent 
or  matron  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  medical  officer,  although  they  might  require 
more  nourishing  diet  than  they  were  receiving,  you  would  have  no  opportunity,  according 
to  the  practice  that  exists,  of  prescribing  for  them? — I could  have  no  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  unless  the  case  was  brought  under  my  particular  notice.  It  was  the  habit  of  the  matron 
or  of  the.  superintendent  to  say  that  a person  looked  ill,  and  I have  seen  the  person,  and 
ordered,  if  necessary,  nourishing  diet. 

1183.  How  long  an  interval  has  elapsed  between  your  visits  to  the  Hardwieke  cells? 

A week  or  ten  days  might  elapse. 

.1184.  Having  prescribed  for  a patient,  do  you  renew  your  visits  to  that  same  patient 
■without  receiving  a further  notice?— Yes,  unless  it  is  something  very  trivial,  such  as  a fall 
or  a scratch. 
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1185.  Having  ordered  medical  diet  for  a patient,  although  the  patient’s  cure  might  be 
considered  complete,  do  you  attend  on  future  occasions  to  see  whether  the  medical  diet  is 
still  required  ? — No,  I do  not. 

1186.  Is  the  general  diet  book  regularly  submitted  to  you? — No. 

1187.  Do  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  whether  the  medical  diet  which  you  may  have 
ordered  wine  or  porter,  or  other  articles — is  practically  continued,  in  consequence  of  your 
order,  indefinitely,  until  you  give  an  order  to  the  contrary?— There  is  very  often  a transfer 
of  it.  A good  dea.1  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintendent  or  the  matron.  They  will 
say  such  a person  is  better,  or  such  person  is  weakly,  and  the  extra  allowance  is  transferred 
to  the  latter;  for  an  average  number  is  kept  on  medical  diet. 

1188.  Does  the  transfer  of  extra  or  medical  diet  from  one  patient  to  another,  in  the  case 
you  have  referred  to,  take  place  upon  communication  with  you? — Yes;  it  never  occurs 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  medical  officer. 

1189.  Do  you  think  there  is.  sufficient  security  in  the  institution  for  such  increased  diet, 
or  such  additions  to  diet,  as  wine  and  porter,  being  really  given  to  the  patients  for  whom 
the  extra  diet  is  ordered  ? — I do  not  think  there  is. 

1190.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  your  experience  attending  those  cases,  that 
the  more  nourishing  diet  you  have  ordered  has  not  been  practically  given  to  the  patients? — 
1 have  no  reason ; I have  no  knowledge  of  such  a thing. 

Are  you  aware  at  this  moment  how  many  patients  in  the  Hardwieke  cells  are  on 
extra  diet? — I was  just  going  to  state  that,  for  the  last  five  or  six  months,  the  system  is 
totally  different  from  what  it  was  - before.  There  has  been  a change  of  patients  and  a 
transfer  of  them  has  taken,  place  from  Island-bridge ; and  a very  large  number  who  were 
ordered  extras  at  Island-bridge  have  remained  on  it ; at  least  I do  not  know  that  any  change 
has  been  made. 

1192.  Do  the  books  of  the. establishment  which  you  inspect  upon  these  occasional  visits 
enable  you  to.  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  persons  who,  by  your  directions  or 
otherwise,  receive  increased  medical  diet? — They  do  not;  they  are  entered  merely  in  suc- 
cession ; there  is  no  tabular  arrangement. 

1193.  The  Medical  Diet,  Book  to  which  I first  referred,  did  it  not  admit  of  such  a con- 
clusion being  arrived  at? — Yes;  it  stated  the  number  of  persons  at  tlie  bottom  of  the 
column,  and  the  allowance  of  wine  and  other  things. 
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1194.  Is  it  a fact  that  scurvy  was  prevalent  in  this  institution  in  March,  1850?— It  was. 

1195.  Hacl  you,  previous  to  that  time,  ceased  to  sign  and  inspect  the  Medical  Diet  Book  ? 
— I cannot  recollect. 

1196.  I believe  you  complained  on  that  occasion  ol  the  vegetables  that  were  supplied  for 
the  use  of  the  inmates? — I did. 

1197.  Did  you  desire  a supply  of  fresh  vegetables,  such  as  celery  or  turnips,  might  be 
sent  iu? — Yes. 

1198.  It  appears  from  the  book,  that  in  consequence  of  that,  a small  quantity  of  Jerusalem 
artichokes  were  directed  to  be  sent — do  you  consider  that  was  a sufficient  compliance  with 
your  requisition  ? — It  was  not. 

1199.  I believe  you  subsequently  stated  that  the  cases  of  scurvy  in  the  female  ward 
required  to  be  placed  under  suitable  vegetable  diet? — I now  recollect  that  I was  obliged  to 
make  several  complaints  at  the  time  about  it. 

1200.  Has  scurvy  prevailed  in  the  institution  at  any  time  to  any  extent? — It  remained 
for  a good  while  after  that,  but  not  to  the  same  extent. 

1201.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  merely  occasioned  by  the  want  of  proper  vegetable 
diet,  or  from  other  causes? — I think  other  causes  assisted,  as  for  instance,  defective  ventilation 
of  the  place. 

1202.  Beyond  there  not  being  a sufficient  vegetable  diet,  were  facilities  afforded  in  other 
respects  to  you  for  the  treatment  of  those  cases? — Yes;  I think  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
getting  the  proper  medicines. 

120o.  Did  you  communicate  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  any  other  authority,  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor,  in  making  a disallowance  of  the  dietary,  to"  which  you  refer? — 
I did  not. 

1204.  Did  you  make  any  communication  to  the  Governor  of  the  institution  as  to  the 
impropriety  of  the  coui'se  he  pursued? — I am  almost  certain  I did. 

1205.  What  is  vour  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  cells  in  which  the  Hardwicke  lunatics 
are  confined,  for  their  reception  ? — I think  it  is  a very  unfit  building  for  the  purpose.  There 
are  some  parts  of  it  better  than  others — the  boarded  portion  for  instance.  There  arc  other 
parts  of  it  with  tile  floors,  wholly  unfit  for  the  reception  of  those  persons. 

1206.  Are  you  aware  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  daily  care  of  the  patients,  the 
wasliing  in  the  morning,  and  soforth? — No. 

1207.  Would  you  consider  it  proper  treatment  for  lunatics,  that  they  should  he  washed 
at  all  seasons  in  the  year  at  a trough  in  thg  yard  of  the  institution? — I would  not.  There 
might  he  no  objection  to  it  in  summer. 

1208.  I believe  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  institution  do  not  admit  of  a supply  of 
warm  water  being  always  available  for  the  patients  ? — They  do  not.  There  is  no  provision 
in  case  a patient  is  taken  ill  at  night — there  is  nobody  to  look  after  him. 

1209.  Are  any  cases  removed  for  medical  treatment  to  the  adjoining  Whitworth  or 
Richmond  hospitals  ? — Yes ; I often  had  some  chronic  cases  removed ; persons  who  would 
die  in  the  cells.  I have  known  some  who  died  in  the  cells  opening  into  the  yard. 

1210.  It  has  been  stated  to  us,  that  an  inmate  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  has  been  recently 
ill-treated  by  a person  in  the  institution? — I saw  the  man. 

1211.  How  soon  after  it  occurred  did  you  see  the  case? — I wras  sent  for  the  following 
morning.  It  occurred,  I believe,  in  the  afternoon  of  one  particular  day,  and  I saw  him 
early  next  morning. 

1212.  In  what  state  did  you  find  him? — The  face  was  very  severely  vesicated  and 
swollen.  The  man  was  suffering  some  pain.  I saw  him  again  two  or  three  days  afterwards, 
and  the  face  very  quickly  got  well.  I believe  there  was  more  harm  done  by  the  attempts 
to  remove  the  mark,  than  by  the  actual  application  of  the  caustic.  The  hoy  blackened  the 
man’s  face,  and  then  thought  to  remove  the  colouring. 


Eagle  House  Private  Asylum,  Finglas. 

Joseph  Timothy  Duffy , Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1213.  You  are  the  proprietor  of  Eagle  House,  Finglas? — I am. 

1214.  Is  that  house  licensed  under  the  5th  and  6th  Viet.,  cap.  123? — It  is. 

1215.  Will  you  produce  the  licence? — Yes;  here  it  is.  [Same  is  produced.] 

1216.  For  how  many  patients  is  that  licence? — Twenty-eight  for  this  year — ten  males, 
and  eighteen  females. 

. 1217.  What  number  of  inmates  have  yon  at  present  in  your  house? — There  are  at  present 
eight  males,  and  sixteen  females;  one  was  sent  away  yesterday,  cured — a lady. 

1218.  Did  you,  when  applying  for  that  licence,  produce  before  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  the 
plan  of  the  building? — I did  not  on  this  occasion ; I did,  when  I was  establishing  the  lionse. 

1219.  Is  that  plan  hung  up  in  the  house  ? — It  is. 

1220.  Is  it  a correct  plan  of  your  present  building? — Not  exactly. 

1221.  Have  you  ever  served  any  notice  upon  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  any  addition  yon 
may  have  made  ? — I did  on  one  occasion,  but  not  on  this.  I have  masons  and  carpenters  this 
day  engaged  in  making  a water-closet  and  more  windows  to  the  present  house,  in  accordance 
with  what  I thought  was  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners,  who  visited  the  house  a few 
days  ago. 

1222.  What  are  the  maximum  and  minimum  sums  received  for  patients  in  your  establish- 
ment?— For  males,  from  £100  down  to  £25  per  annum;  and  for  females,  from  £80  to  £28 
per  annum. 
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Dublin.  1223.  Have  you  the  proper  orders  and  certificates  required  for  the  detention  of  these 

, patients  ? — I always  have.  There  is  an  exception.  On  one  occasion  there  was  a patient  sent 

^Atjhfm^FingYas116  to  me>  w^om  I considered  a half  pauper.  The  patient  was  the  brother  of  two  respectable 
S T Duffy  Esq  m d Persons»  both  professional  men.  He  is  an  idiot,  and  had  been  placed  in  the  Richmond 
Reception  of  * Institution,  from  whence  he  was  sent  to  me,  without  giving  me  the  slightest  notice,  by  the 

patient  without  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  thrown  upon  my  establishment  for  the  paltry  sum  of 
the  necessary  £25  a-year.  I thought  he  would  be  left  only  a few  days  or  a month  with  me,  until  there 

documents.  would  be  more  accommodation  in  the  Brunswick-street  Asylum,  the  want  of  which  it 

seems,  was  the  reason  he  was  sent  to  me  suddenly,  without  a certificate.  I applied  to  the 
proper  parties  for  the  certificates,  and  neither  of  the  brothers  sent  them  to  me.  I then  went 
to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  at  the  Castle,  and  told  the  circumstance  to  Dr.  White  and 
Dr.  Nugent — that  I had  applied  for  and  had  been  refused  the  certificates.  I sent  a docu- 
ment stating  the  circumstance,  and  it  is  at  the  Castle,  in  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums.  There  was  a physician  sent  from  Mullingar,  and  he  told  me  in  the  office 
that  he  himself  could  answer  for  it  that  I would  get  the  certificates  in  the  case ; but  at  the 
same  time  he  observed  there  was  no  great  necessity  for  it,  as  the  man  was  an  idiot;  and  the 
matter  rested  there.  I went  this  day,  before  I came  to  you,  to  the  office  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  and  the  clerk  told  me  he  would  keep  the  manuscript  which  I had  left  until  the 
Inspector  would  come.  Mr.  Wrigley,  the  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Asylum,  brought  the 
patient  to  me. 

1224.  How  long  has  the  patient  to  whom  you  refer  been  an  inmate  of  yoiu*  house? I 

should  suppose  about  six  months,  or  something  more. 

1225.  Have  you  received  payment  for  that  patient,  according  to  the  rate  yon  have  stated? 
— I received  the  payment,  such  as  it  is,  £6  5s.  a quarter. 

1226.  Was  that  payment  arranged  upon  communication  with  the  friends  of  the  lunatic? 
— It  was,  I believe,  hut  I am  not  certain. 

1227.  What  was  your  reason  for  applying  to  the  Inspectors  for  the  ordinary  certificate, 
instead  of  applying  to  the  persons  who  brought  the  lunatic  to  your  establishment  ?— For 
this  reason,  that  they  would  naturally  demand  from  me  the  certificates,  which  I was  unpre- 
pared to  give,  because  the  mans  friends  did  not  furnish  them  to  me ; and  I had  not  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  friends,  who  live  distant  from  this. 

1228.  Axe  you  not  aware  the  law  requires  you  should  not  receive  a patient  without  such 
an  order  and  certificate  ? — Perfectly  aware. 

Reasons  for  receiving  1229.  How  came  you,  therefore,  to  receive  the  patient  without  them? — He  was  sent  to 

this  patient.  me,  -with  the  particular  request  of  the  Inspector  himself  to  receive  him. 

1230.  Which  Inspector? — Dr.  White  particularly  requested  me  to  receive  him  for  a time, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has  been  with  me.  He  had  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Wrigley. 

1231.  Am  I to  understand  that  he  was  brought  to  your  establishment  by  the  manager 
of  a public  asylum  in  Ireland,  to  have  him  received,  with  a request  to  that  effect  from 
the  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  without  the  order  or  certificate  required 
by  law  ? — He  was ; hut  then  the  Inspector  expected  from  me  that  I would  write  to  the 
brothers,  and  I did  write  to  them,  and  instead  of  sending  the  certificates,  they  sent  a 
physician  to  certify ; and  that  physician,  as  I mentioned  to  you,  came  to  the  Inspectors' 
office  where  I applied.  I begged  of  him  to  forward  the  certificates  to  me,  and  he  did  not 
do  so.  If  he  has  forwarded  them  to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors,  I have  not  seen  them. 

1232 . Have  you,  since  the  admission  of  that  patient  to  your  house,  received  a communi- 
cation from  the  brothers,  authorizing  you  to  detain  him.  ? — So  far  as  I have  stated ; but 
they  did  not  communicate  with  me,  only  by  mentioning  the  certificates  would  be  sent. 

1233.  Did  they  communicate  that  to  you  directly? — Yes. 

1234.  Did  any  medical  gentleman,  not  being  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  come  to 
your  house,  since  the  reception  of  that  patient,  and  medically  inspect  his  condition  ? — Not 
that  I can  remember ; if  any  one  did,  it  must  have  been  in  my  absence. 

1235.  Did  the  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Asylum,  when  bringing  this  patient  to  your 
house  for  reception,  bring  yon  any  written  statement  from  tbe  Inspector  of  Asylums, 
requesting  you  to  detain  the  patient  ? — No ; he  mentioned  that  Dr.  White  would  be  glad 
I would  keep  him  a while.  He  did  not  state  the  reason  why.  I heard,  afterwards,  it  was 
because  they  were  fall  at  the  Richmond. 

1236.  How  soon  after  the  reception  of  the  patient  did  you  receive  directly,  either  verbally 
or  in  writing,  any  communication  in  reference  to  the  detention  of  the  patient  ? — I cannot 
remember  that. 

1237.  Did  you  receive  verbally,  or  in  writing,  from  Dr.  White,  at  any  time,  a communi- 
cation requesting  you  to  detain  tbe  patient? — Not  to  detain,  but  to  keep  or  receive  him. 

1238.  Was  it  verbally,  or  in  writing? — I cannot  say;  but  I called  upon  him  at  the  office, 
complaining  that  the  certificates  were  not  received ; and  he  did  his  utmost,  by  getting  the 
physician  to  promise  to  give  the  certificates. 

1239.  Had  this  patient  been  an  inmate  of  the  Richmond  Asylum,  or  did  he  come  there 

as  an  applicant  ? — He  had  been  living'  in  it  for  a considerable  time,  and  sent  to  me,  as  I 
understand,  because  they  were  full.  The  name  of  the  patient  is . 

1240.  What  hooks  do  you  keep  in  your  institution? — I keep  three  books. 

1241.  What  are  those  ? — I keep  a Patients’Book,  I keep  the  Inspectors’  Minute  Book,  and  a 

Registry  of  Patients,  filled  up  according  as  they  come  and  according  as  they  go.  LTke 
books  are  produced.]  . 

1242.  In  the  registry  of  entrances  I find,  as  to , that  in  the  column,  the  heading  of 

which  requires  a statement  of  the  authority  by  which  he  was  sent  in,  you  have  entered, 
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“ Sent  by  bis  brothers  ?” — Yes,  by  liis  brothers.  We  must  always  mention  the  party  who 
sent  him.  . . 

1243.  According  to  your  previous  statement,  be  was  not  sent  by  bis  brothers  ? — It  is 
supposed  it  must  be  by  the  brother — the  nearest  relative.  He  has  two  brothers,  and  they 
expressed  a wish  that  he  should  be  sent.  That  is  what  I heard.  I bad  no  communication 
at  all  with  them,  nor  have  I seen  either  of  them  since. 

1244.  Did  the  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Asylum  tell  you  it  was  by  the  authority  of 

the  brothers  he  brought to  your  house? — No,  he  did  not;  but  at  the  same  time  be  told 

me  who  they  were,  and  that  it  would  gratify  them  to  have  the  man  received. 

1245.  In  the  column  of  medical  certificates,  after  the  name  of 1 find  this  entry, 

“ Transferred  from  Brunswick-street  Asylum  by  the  Inspector.”  Is  that  an  entry  of  a 
medical  certificate  ? — Mr.  Wrigley  told  me  the  Inspector  wished  it.  That  is  not  exactly  a 
medical  certificate. 

1246.  I have  before  me  the  Patients'  Book,  required  by  the  Act  to  be  kept — are  all  the 
entries  in  this  book  made  by  yourself,  or  do  the  Inspectors  ever  make  entries  in  it  ? — They 
never  do.  That  is  my  own  book ; but  they  make  reports  in  another  book,  which  you  will  see. 

1247.  Among  the  books  produced,  I do  not  observe  the  Medical  Journal,  according  to 
the  form  in  Schedule  G to  the  Act? — I do  not  keep  the  book  set  forth  in  Schedule  G. 

1248.  Do  you  ever  keep  a book  according  to  the  form  of  that  in  Schedule  G ? — No ; I 
did  not  know  it  was  required. 

1249.  Is  the  Patients’  Book  submitted  to  the  Inspector  on  the  occasion  of  his  visits?-— It 
is  there  for  him  to  see,  and  he  has  seen  and  examined  it, 

1250.  Hns  he  made  any  entry  of  its  having  been  produced? — Not  that  I am  aware. 

1251.  Have  the  Inspectors  ever  called  upon  you  to  keep  such  a book  as  I have  men- 
tioned ? — They  might  have  called  upon  me,  but  1 do  not  remember. 

1252.  Do  the  Inspectors,  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit,  make  any  entry  of  their  visits  in 
the  Inspectors’  Book  ? — Not  of  every  visit.  Sometimes,  for  instance,  they  come  on  special 
visits,  to  see  a certain  patient ; but  when  they  come  to  make  a regular  visit  they  enter  it. 
Once  or  twice  they  have  given  a special  report  as  to  certain  ladies  or  gentlemen  in  the  house. 

1253.  Do  the  Inspectors  regularly  examine  the  Admission  and  Discharge  Book,  according 
to  Schedule  G ? — Sometimes  they  do. 

1254.  Do  they  make  any  entries  in  the  Patients’  Book — At  times  they  do. 

1255.  Do  they  make  any  entry  of  its  production  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit? — No. 

1256.  What  number  of  male  attendants  do  you  employ? — Four. 

1257.  What  number  of  female  attendants  do  you  employ? — Three;  and  then  I have 
some  assistants — persons  who  come  in  to  assist. 

1258.  I believe  that  you  have  two  patients  paying  £100  a-year  each? — Yes. 

1259.  Is  there  a male  attendant  to  attend  exclusively  on  them? — No,  there  is  not,  nor  is 
there  any  necessity  for  it.  They  sleep  in  the  next  room  to  me.  They  are  under  the  same 
roof.  They  have  every  attendance  from  my  wife  and  two  daughters,  and  they  have  the 
comforts  of  the  family.  They  dine  in  our  own  parlour ; and  having  been  a large  number 
of  years  in  Swift’s  Asylum,  and  a large  number  of  years  with  me,  they  are  trained  and  dis- 
ciplined, so  that  they  do  not  require  any  additional  attendance. 

1260.  Do  you  furnish  clothing  to  the  patients  in  your  establishment  for  the  stipend  paid? 
— No. 

1261.  Do  you  find  that  the  friends  of  the  patients  usually  make  suitable  provision  for 
clothing  them  ? — Sometimes,  but  not  without  repeated  application ; and  when  1 find  they 
do  not  send  them  in  proper  time,  I get  clothes  myself,  but  then  they  pay  for  them. 
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Dublin,  November  6th,  1856. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Dr.  Corrigan 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

The  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Samuel  Writ/ley,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1262.  Are  you  the  manager  of  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  ? — I am. 

1263.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — I am  in  my  twenty-sixth  year  of  office. 

1264.  Does  your  wife  hold  any  situation  also  in  the  asylum? — She  is  matron. 

1265.  Are  you  a professional  person  ? — I am  not. 

1266.  What  was  your  occupation  prior  to  your  being  appointed  manager  of  the  institu- 
tion?— Prior  to  my  appointment  to  my  present  office,  Lord  Melbourne  established  a school 
in  the  House  of  Industry,  where  there  were  300  or  400  lunatic  patients,  for  the  purpose  of 
training  pei*sons  for  the  lunatic  asylums;  1 was  there  for  two  years  and  a-quarter. 

1267.  Does  your  charge  extend  over  all  the  building,  the  old  as  well  as  the  newasvlum? 

• — Yes ; I have  the  supervision  of  all. 

1268.  You  are  the  manager  under  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Privy  Council 
of  the  whole  of  the  buildings  comprised  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum? — Yes. 

1269.  State,  practically,  the  course  yon  pursue  daily  with  respect  to  those  various  estab- 
lishments?— I attend  to  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients,  and  also  sec  after  the  food  and 
every  thing  else  of  that  kind.  The  orders  and  entries  are  signed  by  me.  The  general 
business  of  the  house  is  done  by  Mrs.  Wrigley  or  mo. 

, 1270.  To  what  extent  do  you  visit  the  establishment,  and  how  often? — I reside  in  the 

establishment,  and  I am  frequently  through  it. 

1271.  Do  you  visit  each  ward  in  the  establishment  daily? — I do. 

1272.  In  the  new  as  well  as  in  the  old  asylum? — I cannot  do  that.  I go  up  to  the  new 
asylum  and  give  directions. 

1273.  Do  you  do  so  daily? — I do  not. 

1274.  As  regards  the  old  Richmond  Asylum,  do  you  visit  each  ward  in  that  asylum 
daily? — I always  visit  the  male  asylum,  and  sometimes  the  female  part,  but  Mrs.  Wrigley 
visits  the  females  generally,  perhaps  twice  or  three  times  a day. 

1275.  Do  you  visit  the  male  wards  daily? — I do. 

1276.  At  what  hour  of  the  day? — I am  sometimes  there  in  the  morning,  regularly  at 
dinner  time,  and  sometimes  in  the  evening ; and  in  case  of  necessity  I am  there  at  any  time 
I may  be  wanted,  when  there  would  be  illness  or  a sudden  outbreak  of  the  patients. 

1277.  Do  you  see  each  patient  at  the  male  side  of  the  establishment  daily? — I do,  except 
that  I may  be  called  to  the  Castle  or  elsewhere  on  business ; but  I never  leave  the  house, 
except  on  very  pressing  occasions,  till  after  two  o’clock,  after  the  patients  get  their  dinner. 

1278.  Do  you  make  it  your  business  to  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  case  of  each 
patient,  so  as  to  be  able  to  communicate  with  the  medical  attendant  on  the  subject? — As 
far  as  possible  I do. 

1279.  Do  you  visit  the  female  wards  each  night  in  company  with  the  matron? — I do  not; 
we  have  established  now  a night  man  for  the  male  side,  and  a night  nurse  for  the  female 
side,  and  we  take  their  reports  every  night.  We  have  a report  book  for  the  purpose,  and 
if  it  is  necessary  we  visit. 

1280.  Am  X to  understand  that  you  paid  no  visits  to  the  female  side  of  the  institution, 
except  when  you  considered  it  necessary  in  consequence  of  those  reports  ? — Occasionally  I do. 

1281.  How  many  visits  have  you  paid  to  the  female  side  of  the  establishment  in  the 
course  of  the  last  month,  at  night? — I could  not  say. 

1282.  Have  you  made  any  visits? — I have  made  some. 

1283.  Do  you  regularly  inspect  the  provisions  which  are  received  for  the  institution? — 
1 do. 

1284.  You  have  stated  that  you  sometimes  visit  the  female  wards,  but  not  daily? — I do 
not  do  so  daily,  but  Mrs.  Wrigley  does. 

1285.  Has  it  been  your  practice  since  you  came  to  the  institution  not  to  pay  daily 
visits? — It  has  not;  when  I can  attend  to  it  I do. 

1286.  What  has  been  the  practice? — I used  to  go  round  every  night,  but  I do  hot  do  so 
now ; for  there  is  not  a necessity  for  it  since  we  established  the  night  man  and  the  night 
nurse. 

1287.  Were  these  appointments  made  by  direction  of  the  Board? — They  were. 

1288.  Have  the  Board  made  any  orders  with  reference  to  the  visitation  of  the  female 
wards? — They  made  no  particular  orders. 

1289.  Then,  has  the  practice  which  you  now  pui’sue  of  only  visiting  occasionally,  been 
of  long  duration? — Since  the  house  was  enlarged  Mrs.  Wrigley  pays  particular  attention  to 
the  female  wards  two  or  three  times  a day,  and  I to  the  male  side,  and  occasionally  the 
female  side. 

1290.  By  the  enlargement  do  you  mean  the  period  of  the  enlarging  of  the  old  asylum  or 
the  period  of  the  erection  of  the  new  asylum  ? — The  period  of  the  enlargement  of  the  old 
asylum,  and  both.  It  is  a great  deal  of  labour  on  us. 

1291.  At  what  bom-  of  the  morning,  generally,  do  you  first  inspect  the  male  wards? — 
It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  tell  you.  I am  there  sometimes  at  four,  five,  or  six  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  to  prevent  irregularities,  and  I go  round  the  entire  concern. 
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1292.  That  visitation  of  the  wards  at  such  an  hour  cannot  enable  you  to  tell  whether  the  Dublik. 

duties,  which  the  servants  are  bound  to  perform,  as  regards  the  washing  and  cleaning  of  j^Bkhumd 

the  patients  at  their  rising,  are  duly  performed  ? — I would  not  attempt  to  go  through  the  District  Asylum. 
wards  at  that  hour ; I go  round  the  grounds,  and  then  I come  through  the  wards.  It  s.  Wrigley,  Esq. 
takes  me  about  an  hour  and  a half  to  go  through  the  grounds. 

1293.  How  often  during  the  past  year  have  you  made  a daily  round  of  the  grounds  to 
which  you  refer? — I could  not  tell  you.  It  is  merely  as  a check  on  the  servants  for  fear 
they  would  go  out.  I have  a private  key  of  the  house,  and  1 generally  go  in  when  the 
porter  is  coining  down  to  open  the  door ; that  is  about  six  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

* 1294.  Have  'you  been  out  ten  times  in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months  at  this  early 
hour  of  the  morning  walking  through  the  grounds? — Indeed  I would  conceive  I have. 

1295.  Have  you  been  out  twenty  times? — I would  not  say  that. 

1296.  Why  do  you  say  you  would  not  go  round  the  wards  at  that  early  hour? — I would 
not  "o  round  the  wards  to  disturb  the  patients  at  that  early  hour. 

1297.  What  opportunity  have  you  of  inspecting  the  patients  by  taking  a morning  walk 

in  the  grounds  before  they  are  up?— My  only  object  in  doing  that  is  to  try  if  the  servants 
are  doing  their  duty.  . 1 

1298.  Is  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  servants  are  asleep  at  that  hour? — It  is  to  ne 

supposed  so ; but  where  there  are  so  many  servants  they  may  often  get  into  irregularities, 
and  that  is  a check  upon  them.  . , 

1299.  Then,  I am  to  understand  that  this  morning  inspection  of  the  grounds  has  reference 

to  possible  irregularities  on  the  part  of  the  servants,  and  can  in  no  degree  be  considered  mi 
inspection  of  the  inmates  of  the  wards?— Certainly  not.  . 

1300.  At  what  hour  of  the  morning  do  you  usually  inspect  the  male  wards? — Latterly  I Inspection  of  male 
do  not  go  round  through  the  wards  so  very  early ; but  I am  there  at,  perhaps,  seven,  or  war  s- 

eiglit,  or  nine  o’clock. 

1301.  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  inspect  the  male  wards  at  some  horn-  every  day 
before  ten  o’clock? — Yes. 

1302.  Every  day? — I will  not  say  every  day;  1 might  be  ill,  and  could  not  go. 

1303.  How  often  within  the  last  month  have  you  inspected  the  male  wards  before  ten 
o’clock? — Well,  I could  not  positively  say. 

1304.  Have  you  inspected  the  male  wards  six  times  within  the  last  month,  before  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning?—' Well,  I should  say  so.  I would  not  say  all  the  male  wards;  but 
I have  gone  through  them  partially. 

1305.  Have  you  done  so  six  times  before  twelve  o’clock,  within  the  month  ? — -L  have. 

1306.  Have  you  done  so  ten  times? — I have.  I might  have  done  it  more  frequently; 

but  I will  be  cautious  in  what  I say,  as  I am  on  my  oath.  . 

1307.  Are  you  not  aware  that  it  is  your  duty  to  do  so  daily? — It  is  my  duty  to  go 
through  the  wards  daily. 

1308.  Before  twelve  o’clock  ? — No  ; at  any  time  at  all.  . . 

1309.  The  24th  Regulation  provides  “ That  the  manager  shall  inspect  every  portion  ot 
the  establishment  each  day  before  twelve  o’clock,  and  shall  personally  inspect  each  patient. 

Do  you  comply  with  that  regulation? — As  nearly  as  possible;  I could  not  say  1 comp y 
with  it  to  the  letter.  , . , , 

1310.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that,  the  patients  on  the  male  side  are  properly 

washed  or  cleansed  in  the  morning? — By  inspecting  them.  . . 

1311.  If  the  inspection  is  not  made  daily  can  you  possibly _ determine  whether  these 
•duties  have  been  performed? — Although  I do  not  make  this  inspection  da  y,  s i am 
always  expected  by  the  servants ; they  do  not  know  the  moment  that  I will  g in.  . 

1312.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  possibility  of  your  coming  to  mspect  is  sufficient  to 
induce  the  servants  in  the  establishment  to  discharge  their  duties  properly  ? Leci  e y. 

1313.  Are  you  satisfied  it  is  sufficient  security  to  you  that  their  duty  is  discharged  .—1  am. 

1314.  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  subordinate  officers  who  have  charge  of  the  male  side  ot 
the  establishment  are  competent  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties . Why , genera  y ey  are. 

1315.  In  cases  where  you  found  that  they  were  not  competent,  have  you  ever  repre-  ofthe 

rented  it  to  the  Board? — I have. 

1316.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  suspend  servants  ? — Yes. 

1317.  Have  these  servants  been  subsequently  dismissed  by  the  Board . ley  a • 

1818.  Are  there  any  of  the  subordinate  officers  at  present  that  yon  consider  nntit  tor 
•their  situations? — Why,  there  are  some  that  are  really  not  fit  for  them. 

1319.  Have  you  made  any  representations  in  particular  cases  to  the  oar  . 
late.  If  possible  we  keep  from  discharging- the  servants.  We  do  every  g w 

teach  them  their  business,  and  to  keep  them  in  their  places.  ' ._ 

1320.  men  did  yon  bring  tinder  the  notice  of  the  Board  that  the  subordinate  rfSoento 
•whom  you  refer  tvere  mffit  for  their  duties  ?-Well,  I cannot  exactly  tell  you  the  date,  but 
some  time  ago  there  were  two  or  three  dismissed. 

1321.  I am  asking  about  those  who  are  now  in  the  house,  and  whom  you  think  unfit, 
what  representation  have  you  made  as  to  their  unfitness  ?— I have  not  made  any. 

1322.  Do  your  observations  as  to  the  unfitness  of  subordinate  officers  apply  to  the 
female  as  well  as  to  the  male  attendants  ?— Why,  indeed,  appointments  have  taken  place 
with  respect  to  female  attendants  that  I found  rather  young  for  then  duties. 

1323.  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  unfit,  from  bodily  weakness?— I do,  some  ot  them. 

1324.  Are  there  any  of  the  servants  whom  you  consider  too  aged,  for  the  discharge  of 

their  duties  ? — There  are  indeed.  g- 
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1325.  Have  you  made  any  representations  with  regard  to  them  ?— Representations  have 
been  made  to  get  them  pensioned. 

1326.  When? — Several  times. 

1327.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  by  the  Governors  with  respect  to  them  ?— I believe 
they  have  recommended  that  these  servants  should  get  pensions. 

1328.  Is  the  fact  on  record  that  they  recommended  they  should  get  pensions? There  is 

no  doubt  of  it. 


Washing  of  patients. 


Night  attendants ; 
night  inspection. 


1329.  To  whom  did  they  make  the  recommendation? — They  recommended  it  to  His 
Excellency  or  the  Under  Secretary. 

1330.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  under  the  recent  Act  of  Parliament  to  pension  the 
servants  whom  you  reported  to  be  unfit? — None ; the  servants,  to  be  candid  with  you 
think  they  could  not  live  on  the  pension  that  would  be  granted  to  them  under  the  Act 
That  is  the  way  they  express  themselves. 

1331.  As  regards  the  washing  of  the  patients  in  the  morning — as  you  do  not  yourself 

inspect  the  wards,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  judge  whether  tire  duty  was  done  or  not is  it  not 

possible  that  such  a duty  would  be  altogether  neglected  ?— It  could  not  be  altogether 
neglected;  perhaps  a patient  or  two  might  be  passed  over. 

1332.  Do  you  mean  without  your  observing  it?— -No;  I could  observe  it  afterwards 
when  I would  be  going  through  the  wards. 

1333.  Who  is  the  immediate  officer  on  the  male  side,  under  yourself? Why,  there  is  no 

particular  officer  under  me ; they  are  all  under  me,  in  fact,  but  there  is  no  particular  officer 
immediately  under  me. 

1334.  Am  I to  understand  that,  on  the  male  side,  there  is  no  person  to  see  that  the 
patients  are  properly  treated  by  the  attendants,  except  yourself? — No,  there  is  not.  There 
is  a certain  number  of  servants  to  each  division,  and  each  has  the  supervision  of  them. 

1335.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  only  means  you  take  to  see  whether  their  duties  are 
performed  by  the  attendants,  is  this  occasional  inspection  of  the  wards,  at  the  different  hours 
of  the  day  to  which  you  refer? — Yes,  decidedly. 

1336.  Is  there  a night  watch  in  the  house? — There  is. 

1337.  Is  there  a night  attendant  in  each  ward  ? — In  each  side  of  the  house  there  is. 

1338.  At  what  hour  do  they  come  on  duty? — They  are  on  duty  after  seven  o’clock,  and 
then  they  make  their  report  to  me  before  ten"  o’clock  at  night. 

1339.  At  what  hour  do  you  yourself  inspect  the  wards  at  night?— It  is  seldom  I go 
through  the  wards  now,  for  there  is  no  necessity,  as  we  have  anight  man  and  a night  nurse. 
We  go  occasionally  through  them. 

1340.  Do  those  officers  make  any  report  to  you  in  the  morning? — They  do. 

i ofl ' ft  ^ ^ daily.  They  have  a book  at  each  side  of  the  house  to  report  in. 

1342.  Do  you  inspect  these  reports  each  morning? — Not  each  morning.  The  doctors 
see  them  occasionally,  when  there  is  any  thing  particular  in  them. 

i.  are . 0 duties  of  the  night  attendants  ? — They  have  continually  to  go  through 

the  different  galleries. . The  gas  is  turned  off  a little  after  nine  o’clock,  and  then  they  have 
hand  lamps ; so  that  if  there  is.  any  thing  occurring  in  the  different  rooms  or  dormitories, 
they  can  go  m and  see  what  it  is,  and  if  assistance  is  required  they  may  call  up  the  other 
servants  m the  house.  .They  are  constantly  going  from  one  gallery  to  another. 

1344.  Do  they. examine  the  sleeping-rooms  on  those  occasions — do  they  look  into  them? 

I key  do;  but  it  is  a bad  plan  to  look  into  sleeping-rooms  when  there  is  no  noise.  Thev 
S°  ™ 7 a necesS£U7-  Opening  the  doors  would  disturb  the  patients. 

fhe  duties  laid  down  for  the  night  attendants  given  to  them  in  writing? — No. 

lo46.  What  instructions  are  given  to  the  night  attendants,  or  were  ever  given  to  them? 
—I  hat  they  are  constantly  to  go  through  the  wards,  and  in  case  of  any  thing  occurring, 
they  are  to  come  down  and  to  report  to  us,  and  they  have  bells  to  pull  for  that  purpose. 

c^n^caI  Jerk’s  room,  and  the  others  in  each  of  the  various  rooms, 
gets  mddeffiy^0  meaU  ^ l<an5rt^nS  occurring?” — Why,  for  instance,  if  a patient 

1348.  Would  the  circumstance  of  a patient  getting  out  of  bed,  and  be  found  walking 

lain  XT  be  consid?red  a reason  for  the  night  servant  to  attend  him?— Decidedly. 

1349.  Have  they  received  any  instructions  as  to  patients  who  are  dirty  in  their  habits? — ■ 
They  must  attend  them  and  shift  them. 

1350.  If  they  do  not  look  into  their  cells,  how  can  they  be  enabled  to  discharge  this 
duty  properly  ?— -The  only  answer  I can  give  to  that  is,  that  those  attendants  having  lived 
amongst  the  patients,  they  know  the  dirty  patients  from  the  others,  and  they  can  pay  proper 


Inspection  of  female 
words. 


1351.  Do  the  night  attendants  attend  these  wards  during  the  day? — They  do,  after 
getting  a sleep  in  the  morning. 

1352.  Do  you  mean  that  in  that  manner  each  man  becomes  acquainted  with  the  habits 
of  the  patients? — Decidedly. 

1353.  Is.  it  by  rotation  of  the  attendants  in  the  wards  that  the  night  duty  is  performed 
or  are  particular  attendants  set  apart  for  the  discharge  of  that  duty  ? — There  are  separate 
attendants  set  apart  for  it. 

1354.  Have  they  any  duty  to  perform,  during  the  day,  in  the  wards  ?- — They  give  every 
assistance  they  can,  after  they  have  had  their  rest.  They  go  to  bed  about  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  bell  is  rung  for  the  others  to  rise. 

1355.  With  regard  to  the  female  side,  do  you  inspect  that  every  night  in  company  with 

the  matron?— I do  not  J r J 
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1356.  When  (lid  you  last  do  that? — I could  not  tell. 

1357.  Did  you  -within  the  last  twelve  months?— -I  did. 

1358.  Did  you  within  the  last  six  months? — I did. 

1359.  Within  the  last  three  months? — Well,  I should  think  I did.  We  were  through 

i*3G0.1'How  often,  within  the  last  three  months,  could  you  say  you  have  done  so  ? — I 
really  could  not  say. 

1361.  Would  you  say  you  have  done  it  six  times? — I would  not.  When  there  is  any 
necessity  we  always  visit,  no  matter  at  what  hour.  We  have  been  frequently  up  all  night, 
when  we  had  illness  in  the  house. 

1362.  Do  you  examine  the  bedding  and  state  of  the  beds  hi  the  male  wards  ? — Decidedly.  Bedding. 

1363.  Do  you  usually  inspect  the  male  wards  before  the  beds  are  made  up? — Sometimes 
I do.  The  sheets  and  blankets  are  put  out,  the  windows  being  opened,  to  be  aired,  and 
then  as  we  go  through  we  examine  every  room. 

1364.  What  do  you  do  on  that  examination  in  each  room  ? — We  look  to  the  sheets  and 
blankets,  and  see  that  there  are  no  damp  sheets  about  the  patients. 

1365.  Do  you  take  down  the  beds  and  examine  whether  the  straw  has  been  properly- 

cleaned  out?— Frequently.  , , . , . , . „ 

1366.  In  case  of  dirty  patients,  are  they  ever  left  m then1  rooms  throughout  the  (lay  / — Dirty  patients. 
Sometimes  patients  may  be  left  in  the  rooms  when  they  are  ill. 

13(37,  i ask  you  as  to  dirty  patients? — They  are  very  seldom  left  in  the  rooms. 

1368.  Do  you  make  it  your  duty  to  visit  those  patients,  whom  you  find  on  inspection 

not  to  have  left  their  cells  ?— Ob,  yes.  . . . . . . 

1369.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  that  you  have,  practically,  each  day  during  the  last 

month,  attended  to  that  duty? — There  is  no  doubt  in  the  world  of  it;  I would  not  say 
each  day,  but  I very  seldom  miss  a day,  indeed.  . 

1370.  With  regard  to  the  bedding  on  the  male  side,  do  you  inspect  it  yourself  with  a 
view  to  see  whether  it  requires  repair,  or  to  be  cast  and  new  bedding  provided  ? — Some- 
times I do,  but  Mrs.  Wrigley  generally  does  it,  and  the  head  nurse. 

1371.  On  the  female  side',  are  not  those  duties  entirely  performed  by  the  matron/ — 

They  are,  and  by  the  head  nurse.  . xl  . . , 

1372.  In  inspecting  the  different  divisions,  do  you  exanune  the  state  ot  the  lavatories  c Lavatories. 

1373.  Do^you  satisfy  yourself  that  they  are  in  working  order? — Why,  sometimes  they 

are  not;  they  very  often  go  out  of  order.  The  plumber  is  very  often  in  the.house  engaged 
repairing  them.  He  is  in  the  house  at  this  moment.  * 

1374.  Suppose  the  cocks  did  not  act,  what  steps  would  you  take  to  set  them  right  ? 

I would  send  for  the  plumber.  We  have  no  one  in  the  house  that  understands  it- 

1375.  Supposing  the  Commissioners  found  that  a considerable  number  ol  the  cocks  m 

the  various  lavatories  did  not  act,  and  apparently  had  not  been  used  for  a long  time,  how 
would  you  account  for  that?— Well,  I cannot  see  how  to  account  for  it;  but  these  cocks, 
certainly,  very  often  go  out  of  order.  , , , 

1370.  If  you  made  this  inspectiou  daily,  that  you  refer  to,  and  that  you  sent  a plumber 
to  set  them  right  on  those  occasions,  could  such  a state  of  things  exist/— Why,  I must 
certainly  confess,  I do  not  go  into  them  every  day,  and  it  might  occur,  m the  course  Ox  a 
day  or  two,  that  they  went  out  of  order. 

1377.  Have  you  regularly  examined  the  lavatories  on  the  male  side  six  times  within  the 

last  month? — Indeed  I have.  , . . , . , , 

1378.  Have  you  done  it  ten  times  ? — I should  say  so,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

1379.  Have  you  done  it  oftener  than  ten  times  ?— Well,  I could  not  positively  say. 

1380.  Have  you  examined  the  water-closets  of  the  various  divisions  . —I  have,  frequently.  • > 

1381.  In  what  state  have  you  found  them  ?— Sometimes,  indeed,  I did  not  find  them  in 
the  best  state  I must  certainly  confess,  and  on  those  occasions,  what  I did  was  to  punish 
the  servants  by  stopping  what  we  term  their  passes,  that  is,  to  confine  them  to  the  Louse 
for  a certain  time,  which  has  a better  effect  upon  them  than  even  fining  them. 

1382.  But  are  the  water-closets  so  constructed  that  they  work  satisfactorily  even  if  the 

servants  attend  to  them ? — They  do  not  work  satisfactorily.  , • ., 

1383.  Are  the  water-closets  in  the  establishment  open  for  the  use  of  the  patients  in  the 

several  wards  ? — They  are.  „ , „ , ,,  •, 

1384.  Supposing  the  Commissioners,  on  inspection,  found  that  all  those  watei -closets 

with  few  exceptions,  were  locked,  how  do  you  consider  they  were  t en  aiai  - 

patients  ?— One  of  the  water-closets  was  found  locked,  hut  that  was  done  by  a huise  _ 
the  purpose  of  keeping  it  clean  for  the  inspection.  It  was  locked  just  as  ^e  Commis- 
sioners were  going  in  She  is  certainly  one  of  the  worst  nurses  we  have  in  the  house. 

1385.  Do  you  inspect  the  premises  in  the  yards  ?— I do,  occasionally.  , , - , 

1380.  Supposing  the  Commissioners  found  them  in  the  most  filthy  condition,  would  it 

not  argue  that  your  inspection  had  been  attended  with  very  little  ^ene  01  1 ■’  , 

would  argue  that  I had  not  inspected  them  for  a week  or  a fortnight  before,  and  that  the 
nurses  faffed  to  give  me  a report  about  them.  „ T, 

1387.  What  have  you  done  in  consequence  of  their  condition  f— Why,  I .lime  done 
. nothing ; at  the  present  time  I have  a plumber  at  them  to  get  them  into  woiking  order. 

1388.  I am  speaking  of  the  privies? — I have  a plumber  at  them.  . 

1389.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  privy  in  the  airing  court  of  number  five  was  m a 

r: . .i  ^ a -q  0f  the  Commissioners’  visit,  and  for  three  weeks  had 


disgraceful  condition  on  the  occasion  o 
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been  unfit  for  use  ? — No,  it  was  not  unfit  for  use ; it  was  certainly  bad  in  appearance  -when 
the  Commissioners  went  round.  The  soil  has  been  baled  out  of  it,  and  thrown  into  a 
waste  place  behind  the  house. 

1390.  Am  I to  understand  that  duty  is  performed  by  the  patients? — The  servants  and 

the  patients  assist.  ’ 

1391.  What  distance  had  it  to  be  carried  ? — I suppose  about  100  yards. 

139A  Was  that  through  the  building  as  well  as  through  another  airing  court  ? Thev 

had  to  carry  it  through  a passage,  which  is  part  of  the  building.  * 

1393.  Did  you  not  state  to  the  Commissioners  on  that  occasion,  that  the  sewer  in  con- 
nexion with  that  privy  was  not  in  working  order  ? — I think  I did. 

1394.  What  steps  have  you  taken  to  remedy  that  defect  ?— I have  got  it  opened  now. 

1395.  Had  it  not  been  for  some  weeks  in  that  state? — I cannot  say. 

1396.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  had  or  not? — No. 

1397.  Were  you  aware  of  the  state  of  that  privy  before  we  came  there? — I was  not. 

1398.  Then  you  had  not  examined  it  for  a considerable  period  ?— I had  not  examined 
it,  I suppose,  for  nearly  a fortnight. 

1399.  At  the  period  of  your  last  examination,  in  what  condition  was  it? It  was  in 

tolerable  working  order  at  the  time. 

1400.  Has  this  operation  of  the  transfer  of  the  soil  to  be  frequently  carried  out  by  the 
patients  and  servants  ; is  that  the  usual  method  of  cleansing  the  place  ? — Yes,  when  it 
gets  stopped  in  that  way. 

1401.  Are  there,  in  the  wards  or  divisions,  any  night-chairs  for  the  use  of  the  patients? 
—There  are  some. 

1402.  How  many  are  there  in  the  whole  establishment  ? — I could  not  tell  you  that 

1403.  Are  there  three  ? — Oh,  there  are  more  than  three. 

1404.  Is  there  one  in  each  ward? — Well,  I cannot  say  that. 

1405.  Are  there  baths  in  each  ward? — Yes,  there  are,  in  each  ward. 

1400.  Are  they  supplied  regularly  with  hot  and  cold  water  ?— Not  regularly.  Whenever 
the  doctors  order  a warm  bath,  the  warm  water  is  brought  up  in  buckets  by  the  servants. 

1407.  Is  warm  water  laid  on  through  the  wards  ? — Yes,  occasionally. 

1408.  What  do  you  mean  by  “occasionally  ?”— When  it  is  ordered,  and  at  the  general 
washing  every  Friday. 

1409.  Am  I to  understand  that  there  is  no  warm  water  available  in  the  wards  generally, 
except  on  Fridays  ? — Except  on  Fridays,  and  when  the  physician  orders  it. 

1410.  What  is  the  practice  as  to  bathing  the  patients  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing, 
without  reference  to  orders  to  supply  warm  water  for  medical  treatment  ? —They  are 
cleansed  in  the  baths  when  it  is  necessary. 

1411.  Are  they  bathed  each  week  ? — No,  I would  not  say  they  are  bathed  each  week ; they 
are  certainly  cleansed  as  often  as  it  is  necessaiy,  and  they  have  the  warm  water  every  Friday. 

1412.  Does  each  patient  who  is  fit  to  be  bathed  get  a bath  every  Friday  ?— No,  each  of 
them  is  washed  every  Friday. 

1413.  Do  you  mean  that  their  faces  and  feet  merely  are  washed,  or  that  their  persons  are 
put  into  the  bath  and  washed  entirely  ? — Their  faces  and  their  feet  up  as  far  as  it  is  neces- 
sary. There  is  a foot-bath. 

1414.  Then  that  is  not  a regular  bath  ?• — No  ; a regular  bath  is  not  given,  except  by 
order  of  the  doctor. 

1415.  Am  I to  understand  that  it  is  a foot-bath  that  is  given  on  Friday  ? — Yes.  If  they 
want  it  they  are  washed  higher  up. 

1416.  Is  there  any  supply  of  warm  water  available  throughout  the  week,  except  what 
may  be  brought  up  in  buckets  by  the  servants  ?— No. 

^■*•7.  J^f’e  70u  aware,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  any  hot  water  is  brought  into 
the  wards  for  the  use  of  the  patients  on  the  other  days  of  the  week  ? — I am  quite  aware  of 
it  from  my  own  knowledge. 

i How  are  you  aware  of  it  ? — By  being  through  the  house,  and  I have  been  in  the 

kitchen  and  seen  it.  It  is  the  regular  rule  every  morning  to  have  it  brought  up. 

1419.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  have  been  down  in  the  kitchen,  and  seen  the  water 
brought  up  regularly  to  the  wards  at  the  washing  hour  ?— Yes. 

1420.  That  is  at  seven  o’clock? — About  seven  o’clock. 

1421.  Is  that  your  daily  practice  ? — I do  not  see  it  every  day. 

1422.  Then  you  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  it  is  done  or  not  ? — Why, 

I do  not  see  it  every  day,  I must  certainly  say,  but  when  I see  it  two  or  three  days  in  the 
week,  I am  certain  it  is  done  every  day.  They  do  not  know  the  moment  that  I may 
inspect,  or  Mrs.  Wrigley,  down  there. 

1423.  Are  there  shower-baths  in  each  ward? — No;  we  are  getting  them  now.  You 
nught  have  observed  that  there  was  a shower-bath  only  in  each  division. 

1424.  What  is  the  practice  as  to  shower-baths? — They  are  given  according  as  the 
doctors  order  them. 

1425.  Are  they  only  used  when  the  doctors  order  them  ? — Never,  except  when  the 
doctors  order  them. 

f attendants  administer  a shower-bath  to  a patient,  without  the  orders 

of  the  doctor  ? I do  not  know — we  cannot  be  every  where  at  once — it  might  happen  to 
be  done  for  any  thing  that  I know,  but  I never  knew  it  to  be  done. 

1427.  Are  the  shower-baths  locked  up  so  that  the  attendants  could  not  use  them  for 
the  patients,  without  the  doctor’s  orders  ? — The  attendants  have  the  keys. 
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1428.  Have  you  ever  had  to  complain  of  a patient  being  put  in  a shower-bath  without 
the  doctor’s  orders  ? — Never. 

1429.  Do  you  inspect  the  shower-bath  from  time  to  time  to  see  whether  it  has  been 
used  or  not? — I frequently  inspect  it. 

1430.  How  often  ? — I could  not  tell  you  how  often  ; but  I do  not  think  the  servants 
would  dare  to  use  the  bath  without  permission. 

1431.  Have  you  ever  received  complaints  of  patients  being  put  in  cold  baths  without 
your  order,  as  a punishment? — No. 

1432.  Have  you  ever  had  complaints  of  the  servants  beating,  or  otherwise  punishing 
the  patients?— Never.  A patient  may  make  complaints  of  that  kind,  but  at  the  same 
time,  when  we  make  inquiry,  we  find  they  are  not  true. 

1433.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  during  the  twenty-six  years  you  have  been  in  the 
lunatic  asylum,  you  have  never  had  reason  to  believe  that  a statement  made  by  a patient 
of  being  ill  treated  by  a servant  was  correct  ?— Well,  I will  not  say  that.  We  certainly 
have  found  out  cases  of  the  kind,  and  the  servants  have  been  dismissed. 

1434.  What  instruments  of  restraint  have  you  in  the  asylum  ?— Why,  occasionally,  but 
very  seldom,  we  use  the  strait-waistcoat ; where  a patient  is  tearing  bed-clothes  or  so,  we 
use  the  chancellor,  which  we  consider  no  restraint,  it  only  keeps  them  from  tearing. 

1435.  Describe  the  chancellor. — It  is  a sort  of  bib  that  comes  down  near  the  knees,  and 
is  tied  round  with  strings.  There  is  a place  for  the  hands  to  go  down,  so  that  they  are 
kept  down,  but  they  can  move  them  backwards  and  forwards. 

1430.  What  other  instruments  of  restraint  have  you  ? — We  have  the  muff  occasionally, 
if  a patient’s- head  was  rubbed  with  tartar  emetic,  to  keep  him  from  rubbing  that  off,  and 
from  rubbing  their  faces  or  from  tearing  bed-clothes. 

1437.  Have  .you  ever  had  occasion,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  to  use  these?— Not 
often ; we  have  used  them. 

1438.  Are  patients  tied  down  to  their  beds  ? — Occasionally. 

1431).  Have  such  cases  occurred  recently  ? — Indeed  we  have  had  a case  or  two  recently 
The  object  is,  as  much  as  any  thing  else,  to  keep  the  patient  in  the  bed,  so  that  he  may  not 
be  perished  at  night.  Some  of  them  would  sit  up  all  night  in  their  rooms. 

1440.  By  whom  are  the  instruments  of  restraint  kept? — They  were  kept  in  general  by 
the  servants  some  years  ago  ; but  now  they  are  kept,  under  our  charge,  by  the  hall-porter. 

1441.  Do  yon  mean  that  the  chancellor’s  are  so  kept? — They  arewith  the  servants. 

1442.  Are  the  waistcoats  with  the  servants  ? — They  are.  There  are  only  one  or  two  .in 
the  house. 

1443.  Do  you  keep  any  record  of  the  occasions  on  which  restraint  is  used  ? — We  have 
no  necessity  for  keeping  it  now,  it  is  so  seldom ; restraint  may  be  used  for  perhaps  only 
half  au  hour. 

1444.  Are  you  not  aware  that  you  are  bound  to  record  it  in  the  daily  report? — I am, 
but  not  restraint  for  half  an  hour.  If  it  was  necessary  to  have  it  on  for  a day,  I would 
report  it. 

1445.  That  is  your  reading  of  the  regulation,  butitis  not  what  the  regulation  prescribes. 
— Well,  I do  not  know. 

1446.  Is  seclusion  practised? — It  is. 

1447.  To  any  great  extent? — Not  to  any  great  extent. 

1448.  Have  you  any  padded-rooms  in  the  institution  ? — Why,  we  have  what  they  term 
padded-rooms.  They  are  boarded  on  each  side. 

1449.  Are  these  any  tiling  more  than  panelled  rooms? — Nothing  more. 

1450.  Are  the  doors  of  those  chambers  padded? — No. 

1451.  Do  the  attendants,  when  they  use  restraint,  make  anyreportto  you  that  they  have 
done  so  ? — Decidedly ; they  dare  not  do  it  without  coming  up  to  me  or  Mrs.  Wrigley. 

1452.  Practically,  how  many  such  reports  have  you  received  within  the  last  three 
months  ? — 1 would  not  say  more  than  four,  or  five,  or  six. 

1453.  Are  they  in  writing,  or  verbally? — They  bring  them  up  in  writing  frequently. 
The  servants  must  come  up  to  my  office  with  the  report  to  me. 

1454.  Is  there  any  form  of  report  on  the  subject  ? — No,  there  is  no  particular  form. 

1455.  Do  you  keep  a registry  yourself  of  those  cases  ? — No. 

1456.  Are  any  reports  made  to  you  of  patients  having  epileptic  fits  ? — Decidedly. 

1457.  Is  it  a duty  enjoined  upon  the  attendants  to  make  such  reports  ? — Certainly 

1458.  Is  any  record  kept  of  those  reports  ? — No. 

1459.  Is  any  entry  made  that  such  a patient  had  experienced  so  many  fits  ? — There  is 
no  record  made  of  it. 

1460.  Is  the  occurrence  regularly  communicated  to  the  medical  officer? — It  is.  I com- 
municate to  the  hall-porter,  and  if  I should  not  be  in,  he  tells  the  matter  to  the  medical 
officer  as  he  comes  in. 

1461.  Are  those  facts  communicated  to  the  medical  officer  verbally? — Verbally. 

1462.  Is  there  any  book  kept  recording  the  fact  ? — No. 

1463.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  if  the  hall-porter  neglected  to  communicate  to  the  medical 
officer  verbally  the  statement  which  you  gave  him  verbally,  the  medical  officer  would  be 
ignorant  of  the  occurrence? — Occasionally:  but  generally  I am  there,  or  Mrs.  Wrigley,  to 
give  the  report. 

1464.  With  regard  to  restraint  upon  the  female  side,  are  the  mechanical  means  of 
restraint ^kept  by  the  porter  in  that  case  also  ? — Yes,  except  the  chancellor,  and  I think  one 
strait-waistcoat  on  the  female  side. 
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1465.  Can  tlie  matron  or  the  attendants  get  those  instruments  from  the  porter  without 
communicating  with  you? — Decidedly  not. 

146G.  Why  do  not  you  keep  those  things  yourself  ? — One  reason  is,  that  I have  no  place 
to  keep  them,  and  he  has  a place  to  keep  them  locked  up. 

14G7.  Are  reports  made  to  you  from  the  female  side  with  reference  to  the  number  of 
epileptic  fits  ? — Yes. 

1-168.  Are  they  verbal  or  in  writing? — They  generally  come  down  on  a small  piece  of 
paper. 

1469.  Is  it  verbally  you  communicate  to  the  medical  attendant,  through  the  porter,  or 
from  yourself? — Verbally  from  myself,  or,  should  I be  out  of  the  way,  through  the  porter. 

1470.  What  daily  reports  are  made  by  the  attendants  of  the  various  wards,  or  the  head- 
nurse,  to  you,  and  are  they  in  writing  ? — A report  comes  from  the  night- man  and  the  night- 
nurse. 

1471.  In  writing? — Yes,  he  has  a book  for  that 

1472.  Are  there  any  other  reports? — Any  other  occurrence  that  may  take  place  in  the 
asylum  is  made  known  to  us,  sometimes  on  a slip  of  paper  perhaps,  or  sometimes  verbally. 

1473.  Am  I to  understand  that  there  is  a daily  report  made,  on  either  side  of  the  house, 
by  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  institution,  of  any  occurrence  that  may  have  taken  place  in 
the  wards  during  the  day? — When  it  is  necessary  to  report,  they  do ; but  it  is  not  a regu- 
lar daily  report. 

1474.  Are  you  enabled  to  judge  whether  the  ventilation  is  sufficient  in  the  cells  of  the 
inmates? — The  ventilation  is  very  good. 

1475.  Do  you  yourself  visit  the  galleries  and  wards,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the 
state  of  the  ventilation  some  hours  after  the  patients  have  retired  to  rest? — Sometimes 
Ido. 

1476.  What  have  you  found  it  to  be  ? — I found  the  ventilation  very  good.  When  the 
alteration  was  made,  it  was  very  bad ; then  we  made  further  alterations. 

1477.  Do  you  find  that  the  ventilation  is  as  good  in  the  single  rooms  as  in  the  dormi- 
tories, or  better  ? — I think  it  is  very  good  in  the  dormitories. 

1478.  Do  you  visit  any  of  the  wards  on  the  male  side  in  the  morning,  so  as  to  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  state  of  the  ventilation  in  them  at  the  time  of  the  patients’  rising?— 
I do  occasionally. 

1479.  What  have  you  found  to  be  the  state  of  the  ventilation  ? — When  we  have  clean 
patients,  the  ventilation  is  very  good;  but  when  we  have  dirty  patients,  it  is  not  so  good— 
of  course  you  cannot  expect  it. 

1480.  Have  you  ever  consulted  the  attendants  as  to  the  state  of  the  ventilation  of  the 
wards  generally  ? — I have  cex-tainly. 

1481.  What  lias  been  their  report  on  the  subject? — Their  report  generally  was,  that 
the  ventilation  was  very  good. 

1482.  Does  the  system  of  the  ventilation  in  the  building  act  well? — It  does. 

1483.  Is  there  a shaft  for  the  extraction  of  the  foul  air  ? — There  is  not. 

1484.  Is  there  any  artificial  system  of  ventilation  or  flues  in  the  building? — None  but 
the  windows,  and  in  the  top  of  the  rooms  there  is  a grating  opening  on  the  airing  yards, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  doors  there  are  holes  bored. 

1485.  Is  the  supply  of  water  sufficient? — I would  say  the  supply  of  water  is  very  fair. 

1486.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  water  at  all  periods  of  the  clay? — Yes,  except  that 
in  summer  we  find  we  are  sometimes  short. 

1487.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  throughout 
the  day  ? — There  is. 

.1488.  In  point  of  fact,  are  not  the  cisterns,  and  lavatories,  and  bath-rooms,  without 
water  the  greater  part  of  the  day  ?— Some  parts  of  the  day  they  are,  and  that  occurs  when 
the  men  are  pumping  or  forcing  the  water  to  the  top  of  the  house. 

1489.  That  pumping  acts  upon  the  supply  intended  for  the  cisterns  you  referred  to  •l>— 
Yes. 

1490.  How  many  hours  of  the  day  does  this  pumping  go  on  which  interferes  with' the 
supply  of  water? — Sometimes  about  three  hours. 

1491.  Is  the  water  of  good  quality  ? — Indeed  it  is. 

1492.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  establishment  defective  ? — It  is  very  bad. 

1493.  Does  it  lead  to  bad  smells  and  other  inconveniences  in  the  house  ? — It  is  very 
bad  for  carrying  off  the  soil. 

.1494.  Have  you.reported  that  to  the  Governors? — I have  frequently  spoken  of  it- 

1495-  Can  you  show  us  any  report  that  you  made  to  the  Governors  on  the  subject?— 
,1  did  not  make  any  reports ; I was  merely  speaking  of  it. 

1496.  No  steps  have  therefore  been  taken,  I suppose,  to  improve  the  sewerage? — No 
steps  have  been  taken.  We  have  often  to  cleanse  them  out,  and  a very  troublesome  thing 
it  is  when  they  get  choked  up. 

1497.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  corridors  for  the  use  of  the  patients — are  there  any 
chairs  ?; — Yes. 

1498.  In  each  corridor? — Not  in  each- 

1499.  How  many  chairs  are  there  in  all  the  corridors  of  the  establishment? — I could 
not  say. 

1500.  Are  there  a dozen? — There  are  not. 

1501.  How  many  corridors  may  there  be? — There  are  twenty-four  corridors. 

1502.  Are  there  any  other  articles  of  furniture  in  the  corridors? — Nothing  more. 
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andtobleT1^  flU'nitUi’e  is  there  “ ^ ^ooms  ?-TIiey  Lave  nothing  but  the  forms  d™ 

15°4.  No  chairs  ?— No  chairs,  except  it  is  necessary  to  bring  in  one  when  there  is  a Richmond 
patient  ill  or  delicate,  for  him  to  rest,  which  is  frequently  done.  Dutnct  Asylum. 

1505.  Have  any  of  the  benches  got  backs  to  them  ? No  S' Wrigle^’  Es^- 

1500.  Are  there  wry  dining-rooms  for  tire  patients,  or  do  they  dine  in  their  respective 
day-rooms  r — In  their  respective  day-rooms.  e 

1507.  Is  there  any.  recreation-hali?— There  is  nothing  more  than  the  galleries  and  day- 

rooms.  ° J 

1508.  What  steps  do  yon  take  for  the  amusement  of  the  inmates  ?— Why,  the  only  Amusements. 
ta?™Wdf  ftey  IWV<J  1S'  tbe-T01'e  freq"™ay  out  Paying  ball,  and  they  have 

1500.  Hory  many  draught-boards  are  there  in  the  establishment  ?— Indeed  rve  got  one 
for  every  division  in  the  house,  and  the  most  of  them  are  gone  note.  I do  not  know  how 
they  went. 

1510.  How  many  are  there  at  this  moment  in  the  establishment  ? — I could  not  tell  vou. 

io  H.  Ball-playing  is,  of  course,  confined  to  the  male  patients ; what  amusement  is  there 
provided  tor  the  female  patients  ?— In  general,  once  a-week,  or  sometimes  twice,  thev  "et 
a dance ; we  have  music  playing  for  them.  J ° 

1512.  Where? — In  the  day-room. 

1513.  In  each  day-room?— No,  they  are  brought  together  from  every  part  of  the  house. 

1514.  l)o  you  undertake  to  say  that  takes  place  once  eveiy  week?— Sometimes  oftener 

but  certainly  once.  ’ 

J J’  4n6  tliere  ®Sy  b^0lcS  o°r  use  of  tlie  inmates  ?— There  are  a great  many.  Books  for  the 

1516.  Where  are  they  kept?— In  the  school-room.  patients. 

1517.  Are  there  any  beside  school-books  ? — There  are. 


1518.  How  many  ? — A great  many.  Yesterday  five  pounds'  ■ 
the  house.  They  are  ordered  these  last  two  months. 


forth  of  books  came  into 


J son'  class,.of  books  are  these  ?— Novels,  and  travels,  and  such  things  of  that  kind; 

1520.  Are  those  distributed  throughout  the  different  wards,  or  kept  in  the  school-room  ? 

— They  are  kept  in  the  school-room,  but  occasionally  they  are  distributed  throughout  the 
different  wards.  ° 

152i-  What  do  you  mean  by  “ occasionally  ? ’— When  they  are  wanted. 

1522.  Who  goes  for  them  when  they  are  wanted  ?— The  servants. 

y*6  servaDts  themselves  intelligent,  and  capable  of  reading  and  writing? — Yes. 

15~4.  Do  the  servants  make  any  reports  to  you,  or  to  the  mistress,  with  reference  to  the 
books  required  ? — To  the  mistress,  and  sometimes  to  me,  and  sometimes  with  Mrs 
Wngley. 

1525.  Can  you  state  how  many  patients,  on  an  average,  attend  school  ?— About  from 
fourteen  to  eighteen,  and  then  the  servants  attend  in  winter. 

1526.  Is  there  a paid  schoolmistress  ? — Yes. 

1527.  Have  you  described  all  the  amusements  which  are  afforded  in  the  establishment 
t0  S®?  r do  n,ot  know  of  any  others,  except  that  they  sometimes  play  cards. 

1528.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  attendants  in  each  ward  are  not  provided  with  books 
for  the  patients,  but  that  whenever  a book  is  required,  they  have  to  go  and  ask  the  school- 
mistress?— Yes;  and  ask  Mrs.  Wrigley,  or  myself. 

1529.  Are  there,  in  any  of  the  corridors  or  day-rooms,  any  prints  on  the  walls,  or  anv 
subject  of  interest  of  any  kind? — None. 

1530.  You  have  stated  that  you  examined  the  provisions  for  the  house  ?— Yes.  Provision 

, ; “ 0 y°a  generally  attend  to  see  that  the  proper  allowance  is  provided  for  each  of 

myselfitS  m"the  dlstribution  of  the  food  when  cooked  ? — I do ; both  Mrs.  Wrigley  and 

1532.  Do  you  see  the  medical  attendant  ou  each  day  that  he  visits  the  institution?— 
it  very  day ; indeed  I seldom  miss  a day  seeing  him. 

1533.  Your  infirmary  is,  I believe,  a detached  building?— It  is-  Infirmary 

JJ® J*  “e  patients  sent  there  from  both  the  asylums  ?— They  are. 

, ^apel,  in  like  manner,  is  a detached  building ?— Yes. 

1536..  Are  tliere  regular  paid  chaplains  ? — Yes,  there  are.  pel‘ 

y°u  ever  inspect  the  infirmary? — Yes,  repeatedly. 
i Ron  ta°W  0^ten  ^ coold  not  tell  you  how  often,  for  I am  constantly  up  in  the  grounds. 

1539.  Do  you  go  once  a week  to  the  infirmary  ? — I do. 

a week  ^ — Yes,  and  sometimes  three  times  a week,  and  sometimes,  perhaps, 

3^  tne  week  at  all,  when  I have  other  business  to  attend  to. 
trio  r b<fieve  tile  establishment  is  lighted  with  gas  ?— It  is.  Lighting  and 

,e  “y  system  in  operation  for  the  warming  of  the  corridors  and  apartments  heating- 
tne  establishment? — -Nothing  more  than  the  common  fireplaces. 
iRia  t fi,tbi°Se  ^reP*aces  hn  the  galleries  used  in  winter? — Always, 
l sak  t A!6  bouse  damp  ?— It  is  damp  whenever  there  is  a sudden  change  in  the  weather, 
l kaa  a nre  record.  kept  of  the  temperature  ? — There  is  not. 

1547  A 6 tbermome*ers  in  use  in  the  apartments? — No,  indeed. 

—Yes  there  are^  store'rooms  ™ each  ward  for  the  articles  in  the  charge  of  the  nurses  ? Store-rooms. 

t r < n"  ^re  s?™e  °f  the  lavatories  turned  into  store-rooms  ? — Yes,  there  are. 

549.  Are  the  airing-courts  spacious  ?— They  are.  Airing. courts. 
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1550.  Some  of  them,  I believe,  are  entirely  surrounded  by  buildings  ? — Four  of  them 
are  surrounded  entirely  by  buildings,  and  there  are  four  outside  the  building. 

1551.  The  airing  courts  which  are  included  within  the  buildings  must  be  entirely  in  the 
shade  for  certain  periods  of  the  day  ? — Yes,  some  of  them. 

1552.  Are  they  laid  out  with  grass  or  trees? — Yes,  they  are,  with  grass;  one  tree  in 
each,  and  some  of  them  have  a great  deal  more. 

1553-  What  sort  of  bedsteads  are  in  general  use? — Iron.  Formerly  we  had  wooden 
bedsteads ; we  have  some  wooden  bedsteads  still. 

1554.  Which  do  you  prefer? — I would  prefer  the  wooden  bedsteads. 

1555.  Do  the  patients  usually  sleep  on  straw  ? — Yes,  on  straw. 

1556.  Are  ticks  provided  to  receive  the  straw? — Yes. 

1557.  In  each  case? — In  each  case. 

1558.  Do  not  patients  sleep  upon  loose  straw? — The  dirty  patients  sleep  on  loose 
straw,  which  we  find  the  most  comfortable  for  them.  There  is  a sheet  under  them.  All 
the  others  have  comfortable  ticks. 

1559.  Am  I to  understand  that  every  patient  in  the  house  has  a pair  of  sheets? — Yes, 
every  patient ; and  a pair  of  blankets. 

15G0.  Are  proper  chamber  utensils  provided  in  each  apartment? — Yes. 

1561.  If,  on  inspection,  the  Commissioners  found  such  not  to  be  the  case,  how  do  you 
account  for  the  fact  ? — Why,  they  might  not  be  under  the  beds  at  the  time,  but  for  every 
bed  there  is  a chamber  utensil. 

1562.  Are  combs  and  brushes  provided  in  the  several  lavatories  for  the  patients  ? — We 
have  no  brushes,  but  there  are  combs. 

1503.  Is  soap  provided  ? — Soap  for  every  one  of  them. 

1564.  Do  you  see  that  yourself?— Oh,  yes;  there  is  a certain  quantity  of  soap  given 
every  week  for  the  patients’  use- 

1565.  What  quantity? — I think  it  is  half  a pound  of  soap  goes  to  each  division. 

1566.  Do  you  satisfy  yourself,  by  inspection,  that  soap  is  actually  used  ? — I do.  We 
know  it  is  used. 

1567.  What  supply  of  towels  is  afforded  to  each  ward? — It  is  rollers  we  have  for  the 
patients,  and  there  are  towels  provided  for  the  physicians,  and  also  basins. 

1568.  How  many  rollers  are  allowed  to  each  division  in  the  week  ? — About  two  in  the 
week  for  each. 

1569.  On  an  average,  what  is  the  number  of  patients  in  each  division  ? — In  one  division 
we  have  fifty  patients,  and  in  another  forty-one.  By  divisions  I mean  wards. 

1570.  What  is  the  smallest  number  of  patients  in  any  one  ward  or  division? — Thirteen. 

1571.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a copy  of  the  dietary  in  use  in  the 
establishment,  if  we  require  it  ? — Yes. 

1572.  Is  there  any  notification  in  each  ward  of  the  names  of  the  patients  on  extra  diet, 
and  of  the  allowance  of  extra  diet  to  which  they  are  entitled? — Any  extra  diet  ordered  is 
by  the  doctor,  and  when  a different  diet  from  the  regular  diet  is  required,  then  the  regular 
diet  is  stopped,  and  the  other  is  given. 

1573.  Is  there  a statement  of  that  hung  up  in  the  ward? — It  is  always  entered  in  the 
doctor’s  book. 

1574.  Is  a copy  of  that  given  to  the  nurse  ? — She  has  the  book  in  custody;  she  comes 
down  to  me  and  shows  me  the  book. 

1575.  Can  you  state  the  proportion  of  the  inmates  who  are  at  present  on  extra  diet?— 
I could  not  at  this  moment. 

1576.  Do  you  consider  the  presence  of  the  inmates  at  religious  worship  to  be  attended 
with  advantage  ? — I do ; and  I must  say  it  was  I that  first  established  it. 

1577.  How  many  paid  chaplains  are  attached  to  the  institution? — -Two  paid  chaplains. 

1578.  Do  they  attend  the  house  on  any  occasions  to  instruct  the  patients? — 
Frequently. 

1579.  What  other  officers  are  attached  to  the  old  Richmond  Asylum  ? — We  have  a 
clerk  and  storekeeper,  and  we  have  an  accountant,  who  acts  as  secretary  to  the  Board. 

1580.  What  medical  officers  are  attached  to  the  old  asylum? — Dr.  Mollan  and  Dr. 
Tuohill ; and  Surgeon  Hughes  attends  the  new  and  old  asylums. 

1581.  Does  he  attend  any  patients  in  the  old  and  new  asylums,  or  does  he  merely  attend 
the  hospitals  ? — He  attends  the  patients. 

1582.  Is  the  attendance  of  Drs.  Mollan  and  Tuohill  confined  to  the  old  asylum? — Yes; 
and  Dr.  Banks  attends  the  new. 

1583.  Is  there  any  apothecary? — Yes;  a resident  apothecary. 

1584.  Are  there  any  clinical  clerks  ? — Yes,  two. 

1585.  By  whom  are  they  paid? — By  the  Board,  out  of  the  regular  funds. 

1586.  Are  there  any  regulations  as  to  the  duty  of  the  clinical  clerks? — Why,  there  are. 
They  are  obliged  to  attend  the  patients  in  the  absence  of  the  doctors,  and  to  go  round 
with  the  doctors  as  they  attend. 

1587.  Are  they  qualified  to  act  in  case  of  sudden  illness  ? — Yes. 

1588.  Have  they  been  called  on  so  to  act  ? — Repeatedly. 

1589.  Have  any  cases  occurred  of  patients  dying  before  the  doctor  was  summoned?— 
No,  I have  not  known  of  any. 

1590.  How  far  do  the  physicians  live  from  the  asylum? — Dr.  Tuohill  lives  at  Merrion- 
square,  and  Dr.  Mollan  lives  at  Fitzwilliam-square. 

1591.  These  places  are  upwards  of  a' mile  from  the  asylum? — Fully  that  distance. 
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1592.  Have  you  had  any  suicide  cases  requiring  the  immediate  presence  of  the  medical 
man  ? — There  was  a case  of  a man  who  hung  himself  in  the  new  asylum. 

1593.  What  precautions  are  taken  with  reference  to  cases  entering  the  asylum  which 
are  known  to  be  suicidal  cases  ? — The  precaution  taken  is,  to  put  them  sleeping  in  the 
dormitories,  and  never  to  let  them  sleep  by  themselves.  They  are  put  into  dormitories 
where  there  are  patients  upon  whom  we  may  place  some  little  confidence  to  have  an  eye 
upon  them  and  watch  them. 

1594.  Does  any  attendant  sleep  in  or  adjoining  the  dormitory? — Adjoining  it. 

1595.  Within  call? — Yes,  within  call. 

1596.  What  means  of  communication  is  there  from  the  dormitory  to  the  attendant’s 
room — is  there  a bell  or  other  means  of  calling? — No,  the  night-man  going  round  would 
give  an  alarm. 

1597.  He  would  only  give  an  alarm,  if  he  chanced  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dormitory 
at  the  time  ? — Decidedly  so. 

1598.  Have  you  had  more  than  one  case  of  suicide? — I am  very  near  twenty-eight, 
years  connected  with  the  asylum,  and  there  were  only  three  cases  of  suicide.  One  woman 
jumped  out  of  a window,  and  a man  cut  his  throat  with  an  oyster-shell.  He  was  not  dead 
when  he  was  found.  He  was  an  infirmary  patient,  and  he  did  this  in  the  open  grounds. 

1599.  You  have  stated  that  you  are  manager  of  the  asylum,  and  have  supervision  over 
the  two  buildings  called  the  new  and  old  Richmond  Asylum  ? — Yes. 

1600.  What  duties  do  you  discharge  in  the  new  asylum  ? — I merely  go  up  there  and 
visit.  We  go  through  it,  and  give  directions  as  to  any  thing  we  happen  to  see  wrong. 

1601.  How  often  in  the  week  do  you  go  up  there  ? — I might  go  twice  there,  and  Mrs. 
Wrigley  goes  twice  more. 

1602.  On  those  occasions  do  you  go  through  all  the  wards? — Not  all. 

1603.  When  were  you  last  through  the  wards  of  the  new  asylum? — I declare  I could  not 
tell  you  when  I was  through  all  the  wards.  I have  been  through  some  of  them  last  week. 

1604.  Then  you  do  not  consider  that  you  are  responsible  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  manager  as  regards  that  building? — I consider  that  I have  the  supervision  of  it;  that  I 
ought  to  go  up  there  occasionally,  and  give  directions  about  it. 

1605.  How  are  you  enabled  to  give  full  and  complete  directions  as  regards  the  patients, 
unless  you  go  round  the  wards  to  see  them  ? — I do  not  go  round  all  the  wards ; I go  through 
some  of  them,  and  by  giving  directions  for  one,  it  answers  for  all. 

1606.  Are  the  Commissioners  to  understand  that  you  consider  visiting  ward  A,  and  giv- 
ing directions  as  to  patients  there,  enables  you  to  give  directions  with  regard  to  the  patients 
in  ward  B,  whom  you  never  visited  ? — I do  not  say  that.  Mrs.  Wrigley  goes  through  every 
ward  in  the  house,  and  gives  me  a report  when  I do  not  go. 

1607.  I believe  that  establishment  is  only  for  males  at  present? — Yes. 

1608.  Has  it  always  been  so? — We  had  female  patients  in  it  at  one  time.  It  was  the 
time  when  the  cholera  broke  out  in  1854. 

1609.  What  arrangements  are  made,  when  patients  come  to  be  admitted,  as  to  the  build- 
ing to  which  they  should  be  sent,  whether  the  old  or  the  new  asylum  ? — There  is  no  par- 
ticular arrangement  about  that;  it  is  according  as  we  have  vacancies.  They  are  always 
admitted  through  the  old  asylum. 

1610.  How  do  you  mean  admitted  through  the  old  asylum? — They  come  there,  and  I 
see  them  at  the  old  asylum,  where  they  are  admitted,  and  then  I send  them  to  the  new 
building,  if  they  are  to  go  there.  I distribute  the  patients  who  are  admitted. 

16  LI.  Supposing  vacancies  to  exist  in  both  asylums,  what  principle  do  you  follow  in 
allocating  the  patients  to  one  or  the  other  ? — Dr.  Banks  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  only  fair  that  he  should  get  patients  in  tire  same  way  with  us — that  if  we  got  a 
recent  case  to-day,  and  another  came  in  to-morrow,  he  should  get  it. 

1612.  Has  that  been  acted  upon? — It  has. 

1613.  Have  not  patients  who  have  been  some  time  in  the  old  asylum,  been  transferred 
frequently  from  that  to  the  new  asylum? — No,  very  seldom.  They  go  up  to  the  infirmary, 
and  frequently  they  go  from  the  infirmary  to  the  new  asylum  to  make  room  for  the  cases 
there. 

1614.  No  classification  is  made,  therefore,  as  regards  the  use  of  the  new  or  the  old 
asylum  particularly,  for  acute  cases  ? — No. 

1615.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  suicidal  patients  from  the  old  asylum 
to  the  new  asylum? — They  get  suicidal  cases  as  well  as  we  do  on  admission. 

1616.  Is  that  understanding  which  you  state  was  come  to  with  the  physician  of  the  new 
asylum  recorded  anywhere? — No,  there  is  no  record  of  it. 

1617.  Have  the  Governors  made  any  regulations  as  to  the  disposal  of  cases  admitted 
between  the  two  asylums? — No,  they  have  not;  it  is  just  left  between  us,  the  doctor  and 
myself. 

1618.  Are  the  patients  usually  in  a very  debilitated  state  when  admitted? — Not  usually; 
but  we  get  a good  many  in  a very  debilitated  state.  We  got  a man  recently,  and  he  was 
only  six  days  in  the  asylum  when  he  died. 

1619.  Do  the  physicians,  Drs.  Tuohill  and  Mollan,  take  any  steps  with  regard  to  allo- 
cating the  patients  either  to  one  asylum  or  the  other  ? — They  do. 

1620.  If  the  admissions  are  to  be  sent  alternately  to  the  old  and  n ew  asylums,  how  do 
tiie  doctors  interfere? — In  that  case,  the  doctors  do  not  interfere.  If  they  happen  to  be 
m the  house  when  a patient  is  admitted,  they  might  advise  for  that  person  to  go  to  one 
house  or  the  other. 

L 


Dublin. 

The  Richmond 
District  Asylum. 
S.  Wrigley,  Esq. 
Suicide  cases. 


The  New  Asylum ; 
it3  supervision. 


Distribution  of 
Patients, 


Interference  of  the 
physicians. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


74 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS.  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin. 

The  Richmond 
District  Asylum. 
S.  Wrigley,  Esq. 


Shifting  of  patients. 


Hospital 

accommodation. 

Admissions. 


1621.  Would  the  advice  given  by  ilie  doctors  on  that  occasion  supersede  the  arrange- 

ment  to  which  you  refer? — Decidedly.  ‘ b ' 

1622.  What  part  do  the  physicians  ul>e  as  regards  the  classification  of  inmates  in  the 
old  asylum? — The  physicians,  in  going  through  the  asylum,  if  they  see  a patient  or  two 
in  one  division  that  they  thought  would  be  better  in  another,  would  tell  us  to  remove  them- 
they  request  we  will  do  so. 

1623.  Are  the  patients  removed  horn  one  division  to  another  without  the  directions  of 
the  physicians  ? — Sometimes  it  i.-  the  cose.  If  we  meet  a violent  case,  for  instance,  in  a 
ward,  the  windows  of  which  have  ru-  shutters,  Mrs.  Wrigley  herself  would  remove  the 
patient  to  a place  where  there  was  security  against  danger  in  this  respect. 

1624.  Are  patients  removed  to  the  refractory  wards  who  may  not  be  refractory,  hut  who 
may  have  attempted  to  escape  ? — Sorn.- times. 

1625.  Without  consulting  the  physician  ? — Oh ! certainly. 

1626.  How  is  the  hospital  accommodation  divided  between  the  two  asylums? — There 
is  no  regular  division  between  them.  If  patients  are  ill,  either  in  the  new  asylum  or  the 
old,  they  are  sent  to  the  hospital. 

1627.  With  regard  to  admissions  into  the  asylum,  are  the  majority  of  applications  from 
the  city  of  Dublin? — There  are  a great,  many  of  the  applications  from  the  city  of  Dublin. 

1628.  Is  there  any  arrangement  made  as  to  the  proportion  in  which  the  counties  should 
have  patients  admitted? — Not  at  all : we  admit  them  as  we  have  vacancies,  either  from  the 
city,  or  from  the  counties  connected  with  the  district. 

1629.  Have  the  Board  before  them  on  each  hoard-day  any  statement  of  the  number  of 
lunatics  who  maybe  detained  in  gaols  within  the  district  waiting  for  removal? — No,  they 
have  not.  They  get  the  warrants  regularly. 

1630.  Then  the  admissions  on  board-days  are  made  without  reference  to  the  number  of 
patients  who  maybe  in  gaol,  and  may  be  fit  subjects  for  admission  to  the  asylum?— 
Always  without  reference  to  that. 

1631.  Are  the  Board  of  Governors  regular  in  their  attendance  ? — They  are. 

1632.  What  is  the  average  number  that  attend? — The  average  number  is  about  five. 

1633.  Are  they  usually  from  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin,  or  from  other  counties?— 
Usually  from  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin. 

1634.  Is  any  visiting-committee  appointed  by  the  Governors'  to  inspect  the  asylum  ? — 


Provisions  for  New 
Asylum. 


1635.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  tlu-mselves  ever  inspect  the  asylum  ? — They  do  some- 
times, hut  not  often. 

1636.  When  did  the  Board  of  Governors  last  go  round  the  various  wards  and  inspect 
the  house? — I could  not  tell  that. 

163/.  Have  they  done  it  within  the  last  twelve  months? — They  may  have  been  in  some 
of  the  divisions,  hut  not  to  inspect  generally. 

1638.  Do  any  of  the  Governors  ever  visit  the  institution  on  other  day's  besides  those  of 
the  regular  meeting  ? — Not  lately. 

1639.  Has  any  Governor  within  the  lust  two  years,  between  the  regular  meetings, 
inspected  the  asylum,  in  whole  or  in  pari  ? — In  part  they  have. 

1640.  Do  the  Governors  visit  the  new  asylum? — No,  they  do  not. 

1641.  How  long  has  it  been  open? — It  is  open  upwards  of  two  years. 

1642.  Have  they  ever  visited  it  since  it  was  opened  ? — They  have  been  up  there. 

1643.  When  was  their  last  visit?—!  could  not  tell  you  that- 

1644.  Do  you  inspect  the  provisions  sent  to  the  new  asylum  ? — Yes,  it  all  comes  through 
the  old  asylum. 

1645.  How  are  you  enabled  to  ascertain  whether  the  patients  receive  their  regular  diet 
at  the  new  asylum? — -Why  we  sometimes  go  through  it,  and  see  that  they  do;  but  not 
often,  for  we  have  a good  deal  to  attend  to.  at  the  old  asylum,  and  there  are  two  persons 
at  the  new  one  to  attend  to  those  things. 


-n  ?84.6‘  ,Fndei;  who?e  superintendence  are  the  grounds  attached  to  the  new  asylum  ?- 
ment ; farm  accounts;  under  min®-  resident  apothecary'  is  obliged  to  employ  a man  there, 

employment  of  164/.  Who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  farm-management  of  the  land  ? — The  accounts 

patients,  fe.  are  kept  in  the  old  asylum ; but  we  sell  no  vegetables  now.  We  did  so,  and  used  to  make 

about  £25  an  acre. 


1648.  How  many  patients,  on  an  average,  are  employed  working  on  the  ground  .attached 
to  the  asylum? — About  thirty-four. 

. 16^9-  Does  that  comprise  those  from  the  new  asylum? — No,  there  are  others  employed 
in  that  asylum. 


1650.  Do  you  know  how  many  are  employed  there? — I cannot  tell  you  rightly.  I 
should  say  about  twenty  or  twenty-two. 

1651.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  to  lay  out  in  a suitable  manner  the  grounds  attached 
to  the  new  asylum? — -A good  part  has  been  planted ; but  at  the  same  time, from  the  alter- 
ations weunderstand  are  likely  to  take  place,  there  is  nothing  done  in  the  front  to  signify 

3652-  Do  yon  direct  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  grounds  attached  to  the  new  asylum,  or 
o you  consult  the  resident  apothecary  about  it? — We  do  consult  on  some  occasions,  but 
not  generally. 

1653.  Do  you  know  what  work  is  going  on  at  present  at  the  grounds  of  the  new  asylum? 

4 no^  *^ere  f°‘day ; hut  I know  what  is  going  on  at  the  old  asylum. 

1654.  Where  do  the  thirty-four  men  that  you  refer  to  work  ?— In  what  we  term  the  old 
grounds. 
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1055.  Do  you  keep  any  record  of  the  patients  employed  from  day  to  day  ? — Yes.  Dublin. 

lO-'.li.  Will  that  appear  from  any  of  your  books  ? — It.  will.  i — • 

1057.  Is  all  the  produce  of  the  grounds  now  consumed  in  the  asylum  ? — It  is  all  Distrk^AsXm 

consumed  now  in  the  asylum ; I used  to  soli  a great  deal  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  g yyrjgiev 
house,  hut  the  Governor’s,  since  the  establishment,  increased  so  much,  desired  me  not  to  produce  used  in 
sell  any,  but  to  give  the  patients  vegetables  six  day  .-  in  the  week.  asylum? 

1058.  Are  you  allowed  to  keep  any  stock  yourself — I am  allowed  to  keep  pigs. 

1659.  Is  that  ordered  by  the  Board? — It  is  ordered  by  the  Board  upwards  of  twenty- 
four  years. 

1660.  And  are  the  pigs  maintained  from  the  produce  of  the  land  ? — They  are  maintained 
from  the  waste  about  the  house. 

1661.  Are  there  any  poultry? — Yes,  we  have  some  hens. 

1662.  Are  there  any  stables  or  offices  used  by  you  ? — Yes,  there  is  a stable  for  my 
own  home. 

1663.  Are  there  any  places  of  recreation  for  sin-  patients  in  the  new  asylum? — Yes,  The  New  Asylum; 

there  are  the  airing  yards,  and  they  walk  about  round  the  old  ground.  places  of  recreation. 

1 ii64.  Are  there  any  other  places  of  recreation,  ball-courts  or  such? — There  is  a 
ball- court. 

1665.  Is  there  more  than  one  ball-court? — There  «re  two. 

1666.  How  is  the  second  used? — 1 believe  Mr.  Beatty,  the  resident  apothecary,  has 
some  pigs  in  it. 

1667.  Is  the  ball-court  generally  used  by  ihc  patients?. — It  is  used  occasionally. 

Indeed,  I wish  it  was  not  there,  it  creates  great  idleness  amongst  the  servants. 

1668.  Is  it  used  principally  by  the  servants  ? — If  I am  not  in  the  way,  they  use  it,  and 
when  I happen  to  go  up  there,  I will  see  the  servants  frequently,  the  moment  they  see 
me,  run  off  in  all  directions. 

1669.  Has  your  exact  position  in  reference  to  the  new  asylum  been  laid  down,  or  settled  Tlie  governing 
by  the  Governors  in  any  resolution  or  order,  of  which,  you  can  furnish  a copy  ? — There  s 

was  a resolution  that  Mrs.  Wrigley  and  I should  have  the  supervision,  and  that  Mr. 

Beatty  should  be  appointed  resident  apothecary. 

1670.  What  was  Sir.  Beatty  before  ? — He  was  upoiheeary  to  the  house. 

1671.  Is  there  a deputy  matron  in  charge  of  the  new  asylum? — Yes,  there  is;  Miss 
Blundell  is  deputy-matron,  resident  in  the  new  asylum,  acting  under  Mrs.  Wrigley. 

1672.  Il' any  thing  should  be  wanted  in  the  new  asylum  how  is  it  brought  under  the  Want  Books, 
notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — We  have  a regular  Want  Book  for  the  new  and  old 

asylum,  and  that  is  brought  before  the  Governors  once  a.  month. 

1 073.  Are  the  wants  of  the  new  asylum  communicated  ro  you  by  the  resident  apothecary? 

— Yes,  and  by  bliss  Blundell. 

1674.  Is  there  a separate  Morning  Statement  Book  kept  in  the  new  asylum? — I keep  Morning  Statement 

that  book  entirely  myself  for  both  asylums.  Book‘ 

1675.  Is  that  book  which  you  keep  in  the  old  asylum  signed  by  Dr.  Banks,  the  physician 
to  the  new  asylum,  so  far  as  it  is  concerned? — No.  he  does  not  sign  that. 

1070.  In  what  book  does  he  enter  his  visits? — There  13  a book  there,  I think,  for  him; 

I am  not  certain,  indeed. 

1677.  Is  there  any  other  Morning  Statement  Book,  as  to  the  new  asylum,  laid  before  the 
Board,  except  that  kept  by  you? — No. 

1678.  Have  the  Board  any  record  of  Dr.  Banks's  visits  to  the  new  asylum  ? — They  have 
no  record  of  them.  I meet  him  there  every'  day. 

1679.  Is  not  the  manager  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of  the  returns  made  in  the 
Morning  Statement  Book  ? — Certainly. 

1680.  Do  you  derive  the  materials  for  the  return  you  make  as  to  the  new  asylum  from 
information  conveyed  to  you  by  Mr.  Beatty? — Yes. 

1681.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  facts,  from  vour  own  knowledge,  as  to  the  new  Entries  therein 
asylum,  which  are  set  forth  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book  ? — I am  not ; I only  know 

them  from  the  returns  I get  from  tire  resident  apothecary. 

1082.  Are  any,  and  what,  books  of  registry,  kept  at  the  new  asylum,  by  the  resident  Books  in  New 
apothecaiy  there  ? — There  is.no  particular  book,  except  the  Doctor’s  Registry  Book,  and  Asylum, 
an  account  of  coals. 

1683.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  a copy  of  the  form  of  statement,  which  Mr.  Beatty  sends 
to  you  each  morning  from  the  new  asylum  ? — I got  forms  printed,  and  he  sends  them 
down  to  me  signed  by  himself.  [The  Morning  Statement  Book  is  here  produced.] 

1684.  You  produce  the  Morning  Statement  Book  of  the  two  asylums  ? — It  is  the  Morning 

Statement  Book;  but  so  far  as  the  new  asylum  is  concerned,  it  contains  only  the  number 
of  inmates  in  that  asylum.  _ 

1685.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  various  headings  of  this  Morning  Statement  Book  are 

not  filled  up  as  regards  the  new  asylum,  with  one  exception,  namely,  the  total  number  of 
patients  therein? — -Yes,  that  is  all.  _ . 

1686.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  you  keep  no  book  which  contains  the  required  statements 
as  to  the  several  patients  in  the  new  asylum  ? — I keep  only  the  account  I tell  you  of,  the 
numbers  that  are  in  the  asylum  regularly,  those  discharged,  and  the  deaths. 

1687.  Are  the  Commissioners  to  understand  that  the  only  record  in  the  Morning  State- 
ment Book,  as  regards  the  new  asylum,  is  the  number  of  patients,  and  that  it  contains  no 
information  as  to  the  employment  of  the  patients  ?— Yes.  Every  thing  is  recorded  as  to 
the  admissions,  the  discharges,  and  the  deaths. 
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Medical  Staff;  divi- 
sion of  duties. 


1088.  The  admissions,  the  discharges,  and  the  deaths  at  the  new  asylum  ?— Yes 

3689.  I see  no  entry  here  as  to  the  attendance  of  the  physician  at  the  new  asylum  ? 
No,  he  does  not  sign  that  hook.  J 

1090.  Then,  tlmt  part  of  the  Morning  Statement  Book  is  not  kept?— No,  he  does  not 

sign  his  name  there ; he  never  did  since  he  came.  1 

1091.  As  yon  receive  no  statement  whatever  from  the  new  asylum  to  enable  you  to 
make  up  this  return,  you  are  not  enabled  to  tell  whether  there  were  or  not  persons  under 
restraint  or  in  seclusion  last  week  in  the  new  asylum  ? — No,  I cannot  tell. 

1692.  Is  there  a Medical  Journal  as  required  by  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107  sec  25 

kept  in  the  old  asylum  ? — No.  ’ ' ’ 

1693.  Do  you  keep  such  a journal? — No. 

1694.  Does  the  General  Registry  Book  which  you  keep  contain  a registry  of  the  inmates 
of  the  new  asylum  as  well  as  the  old  ? — Yes. 

1095.  Do  the  provision  books  for  the  old  asylum  contain  an  account  of  the  wo  visions 
supplied  for  the  new  asylum  ? — They  do. 

1690.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  frequently  visit  the  asylum  ?— They  do 
very  frequently.  J ’ 

1697.  Where  do  they  make  records  of  their  visits  ?— They  make  no  records  of  their 
visits.  They  attend  nearly  every  board-day — they  are  Governors. 

1698.  Is  there  any  visiting  or  observation  book  kept  in  the  asylum  ?— There  is  a 
Visiting  Book. 

1099.  Where  is  it  ? — I have  not  got  it  here ; I did  not  think  it  would  be  required. 

1700.  Do  the  Inspectors-General  of  Lunatic  Asylums  visit  frequently  between  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  ? — They  do. 

1701.  Upon  any  of  those  occasions  do  they  enter  minutes  or  observations  in  any  hook? 

— Never.  J 


1702.  Where  is  the  book  called  the  Memorandum  Book  of  things  to  be  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Governors  ?— There  is  no  Memorandum  Book. 

1703.  In  what  way  do  you  submit  to  the  Board  any  recommendations  you  have  to  make, 
or  any  communications  you  may  desire  to  convey  ?— Generally  in  writing. 

I™4-  Ar®  those  writings  recorded  in  any  book  ?— Every  thing  is  recorded  in  that 
Minute  Book,  which  is  produced,  of  whatever  is  done  at  the  Board. 

1705.  In  what  book  are  recorded  the  observations  which  you  wish  to  make  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  ? Why,  the  one  book  tells  all  we  want,  except  there  is  any  thing 
particular,  and  that  we  send  in,  in  writing,  on  paper. 

1706.  On  sheets  of  paper  ? — Yes. 


, John.  Mollan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  f.r-c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1I07‘  J,believe  J0"  are  physician  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum?— Yes. 

1708.  For  what  period  have  you  been  connected  with  that  institution?  -For  a period  of 
twenty  years.  I was  first  appointed  physician  extraordinary,  at  the  time  Dr.  Jackson  was 
the  then  physician.  He  was  a person  advanced  in  life,  and  afterwards  became  incom- 
petent to  take  charge  of  the  asylum  continuously ; and,  by  an  arrangement  with  Dr. 
Jackson,  on  my  appointment  as  physician  extraordinary,  1 undertook  to  discharge  the 
duties,  he  coming  occasionally  as  consulting  physician, 
ill  o'  wld  y°U  succeed  -Dr-  Jackson  ? — I succeeded  Dr.  Jackson,  who  died  in  1848. 
171(V  ”L?S  ariy  person  associated  with  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  after  you 
succeeded  Dr.  Jackson  ?— There  was  always  a surgeon  attached  to  the  institution.  He 
continued  to  attend. 

Tuohm  WaS  an7  °ne  appointed  y°m*  successor  as  physician  extraordinary  ?— Yes,  Dr. 

1712.  I believe  the  physician  extraordinary  received  no  salary  that  time  ?— He  received 
no  salary. 

,he  since  become  a paid  officer  of  the  institution  ?— He  has. 

1714.  What  arrangement  is  made  between  you  and  your  colleague,  Dr.  Tuohill,  as  to 
the  discharge  of  your  duties?— We  divide  the  duties  between  us  in  the  old  establishment, 
i JJJ  nothing  to  do  with  the  new  asylum,  and  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
1710.  Whatis  the  nature  ofthe  arrangements— does  Dr.  Tuohill  take  charge  of  a peculiar 
class  of  patients  ?— No ; originally  the  old  asylum  was  equally  divided  between  males  and 
females ; and,  when  Dr.  Tuohill  became  permanent  physician,  be  took  charge  of  the  male 
side  of  the  house,  and  I took  charge  of  the  female. 

1716.  Does  that  arrangement  still  exist  ? — That  arrangement  still  exists,  that  is  to  say, 
be  takes  charge  of  one  side  of  the  house,  and  I of  the  other  ; but  it  is  altogether  changed 
apPr°Pnatl°n  of  the  new  asylum  exclusively  for  males,  and  some  females  being 
i fldf  lfche  establishment  which  was  originally  altogether  for  males, 

v half  °”he  toMjng is  under  the  charge  of  one  physician,  and  the  other  half 
charge  of  another?— Yes,  and  the  infirmary  likewise;  when  Dr.  Tuohill  was 
Pivfat<klie  t°°k  the  male  and  1 took  the  female  division  ofthe  infirmary, 
i n 0 y°u  now.  attend  the  infirmary  ? — I have  not  done  so  for  the  last  year  and 
“‘Tit  rp  occasion,  when  I was  in  ill  health,  I went  to  the  Continent,  and  Dr.  Banks 
• n‘  ' uo~*  discharged  the  duties,  and  I requested  Dr.  Banks  to  continue  to  attend 
the  infirmary  department  for  me. 

1719.  When  cases  of  sickness  are  removed  to  the  infirmary,  what  arrangement  is  made 
for  medical  attendance  upon  them?— Dr.  Banks  attends  the  females;  Dr.  Tuohill  the  males. 
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1720.  What  duties  does  the  surgeon  perform — does  he  merely  act  in  surgical  cases  ? — 
Merely  in  those  cases. 

1721-  Whether  they  arise  in  the  house  or  in  the  infirmary? — Yes,  anywhere,  no  matter 
in  what  part. 

1723.  The  charge  of  the  patients  in  the  old  asylum  being  equally  divided  according  to 
the  wards,  between  Dr.  Tuohill  and  yourself,  do  you  ever  visit  the  wards  under  his  charge, 
and  does  he  ever  visit  the  wards  under  your  charge  ?— No,  except  by  my  special  request. 

1728.  Have  you  kept  a separate  Case  Book  of  the  patients  who  were  under  your  charge  ? 
I keep  a registry  only  of  the  patients  under  my  charge. 

1724.  Do  you  direct  the  moral  treatment  also  only  of  those  under  your  charge  ? — Yes, 
only  of  those. 

1725.  Do  you  keep  a Medical  Journal? — Not  a regular  one ; I call  the  registry  one. 

1720.  Do  you  keep  a Medical  Journal  as  contained  in  the  schedule  to  the  8tli  and  9th 

Vic.,  cap.  107? — Something  similar  to  that. 

1727-  But  you  do  not  keep  it  in  that  form  ? — That  is  not  exactly  the  form  in  which  I 
keep  it ; there  are  more  headings  in  mine. 

1728.  Has  your  attention  ever  been  called  to  the  provision  of  the  Act  which  requires 
the  journal  to  be  kept? — I have  not  been  made  aware  of  that  Act. 

1729.  Where  is  the  book  to  which  you  refer  kept? — It  is  sometimes  in  my  possession 
at  home,  and  sometimes  at  tire  asylum. 

1730.  What  arrangement  is  made,  when  patients  are  admitted,  as  to  the  wards  in  which 
they  are  to  be  placed  ? — When  patients  are  admitted,  they  are  generally  placed  in  some 
ward  according  to  circumstances  or  convenience  in  one  respect,  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient  in  the  other. 

1731.  Is  that  done  by  consultation  between  you  and  Dr.  Tuohill? — Not  at  all ; it  is 
done  by  the  manager. 

1732.  Has  he  the  sole  discretion  of  disposing  of  the  cases  admitted  as  he  pleases? — 
That  is  in  the  first  instance.  He  sends  them  to  the  ward  according  to  circumstances, 
subject  afterwards,  of  course,  to  my  control.  When  I find  a patient  newly  arrived  in  a 
ward,  I have  the  power  to  place  him  where  I please. 

1733.  Is  there  any  classification  of  the  patients  by  your  directions  in  the  asylum? — 
There  is  a general  classification — I can  hardly  call  it  a scientific  classification ; it  is  a 
classification  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.  As  a general  rule, 
No.  5 is  considered  the  refractory  ward,  and  6 and  7 are  for  patients  less  violent  and  less 
troublesome;  and  then  Nos.  8 and  9 and  the  wings  are  gradations : but  there  is  no  rule 
as  to  the  exact  condition  of  the  patients  that  may  be  placed  in  any  of  those.  I may 
remark  we  have  seldom  a choice ; the  institution  is  so  constantly  crowded,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  accommodate  patients  as  best  we  may. 

1734  You  have  stated  that  patients  may  be  removed  by  your  direction  from  one  ward 
to  another — is  the  manager  also  authorized  to  remove  patients  without  your  directions  ? — 
I cannot  say  that  I ever  objected  to  him  or  the  matron  doing  so.  I found  that  a 
common  practice  when  I came  to  the  asylum,  but  I have  not  known  it  done  contrary 
to  my  opinion. 

1735.  Do  you  consider  that  such  a power  should  be  vested  in  the  manager,  he  being  a 
non-professional  person? — It  is  sometimes  unavoidable  that  some  person  on  the  spot 
should  have  the  power  of  doing  it. 

1736.  What  communication  takes  place  between  you  and  the  manager  as  regards  the 
various  cases  in  the  house  ? — At  present,  I can  hardly  say  there  is  any  regular  communi- 
cation. When  I was  originally  appointed,  the  house  was  much  smaller  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent— that  is  to  say,  the  accommodation  was  much  less ; and  the  practice  was  for  Mr. 
Wrigley  to  accompany  me  round  the  house,  and  he  made  such  remarks  to  me  as  he  thought 
were  advisable  as  regards  the  patients. 

1737.  What  is  the  practice  now  ? — Mr.  Wrigley  never  accompanies  me  ; I go  round  the 
house,  and  make  afterwards  any  communications  to  Mr.  Wrigley  that  I think  right 

1738.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  for  the  change? — Yes,  it  arose  from  the  circumstance 
of  Mr.  Wrigley’s  attention  being  otherwise  directed. 

1739.  How  do  you  mean  otherwise  directed? — When  the  ground  on  which  the  new 
asylum  now  stands  was  first  procured,  Mr.  Wrigley’s  attention  was  drawn  off  from  the 
business  of  the  asylum — that  is,  from  the  internal  concerns  of  the  asylum — and  a good 
deal  engaged  in  the  farming;  so  much  so,  that  he  did  not  continue  to  accompany  me, 
regularly  at  least,  round  the  asylum;  and  from  that  time  up  to  the  present,  his  other 
duties,  or  what  he  considers  his  duties,  have  almost  entirely  taken  up  his  time.  At  all 
events,  the  result  has  been,  since  that  period,  there  has  been  a gradual  relaxation  of  his 
attention  to  the  internal  duties,  and  it  is  devoted  to  other  matters. 

1740.  You  are  not,  therefore,  in  the  habit  of  communicating  with  any  person  who  is 
enabled  to  afford  you  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  cases  from  daily  observation  ? 
— No,  except  the  nurses. 

1741.  Arethenurses  persons  ofsufficient  intelligence  for  the  purpose? — Not  many  of  them. 

1742.  Do  you  think  generally  they  are  a class  of  servants  suited  for  the  care  of  lunatics? 
— V ery  few  of  them. 

1743.  Considering  that  Mr.  Wrigley  was  a non-professional  person,  were  the  communi- 
cations he  was  formerly  in  the  habit  of  making  to  you  in  reference  to  cases  in  the  house 
of  any  general  value  ? — So  far  as  any  thing  that  I directed,  with  regard  to  the  moral  treat- 
ment and  management  of  the  patients,  1 felt  confident  it  would  be  carried  out  by  him. 
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1744.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  bave  a professional  person  in  his 
situation  ? — Most  distinctly. 

1745.  Would  you  consider  that  professional  person  should  be  at  all  responsible  for  the 
medical  treatment  of  the  patients? — I think  that  any  person  holding  that  position  ought 
to  be  responsible ; unquestionably  he  ought  to  get  immediate  charge  of  the  patients. 

1746.  What  responsibility,  then,  would  rest  upon  the  visiting  physician  in  that  case? 

The  responsibility  of  the  visiting  physician  would  be  chicliy  as  a consulting  physician. 
That  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  class  of  person  that  would  be  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  the  asylum  ; but  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  there  should  be,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  medical  attendant,  a visiting  physician — I speak  of  the  large  asylums. 

1747.  Is  it  not  advisable  that  their  duties  should  he  so  accurately  defined  as  to  guard 
against  a clashing  of  authority  ? — There  would  he  very  little  difficulty  in  arranging  that, 
if  men  were  well  disposed  and  cordially  united  for  the  object  to  be  accomplished. 

1 748.  Do  you  consider  any  inconvenience  would  arise  from  a divided  or  uncertain  respon- 
sibility, if  the  duties  of  each  were  not  properly  defined? — Well,  there  might  be,  to  be  sure. 

1740.  Would  you  propose  that  the  medical  manager  should  carry  on  merely  the  treat- 
ment of  the  patients  us  regards  lunacy,  and  that  the  attendant,  as  a consulting  physician, 
should  be  only  required  as  the  manager  might  think  proper? — I would  say,  that  I would 
leave  it  discretionary  with  the  ordinary  medical  attendant.  It  would  be  much  better, 
according  to  my  view,  that  the  visiting  physician  should  go  every  day,  or  every  second  day, 
according  to  the  number  of  patients  and  the  extent  of  the  asylum,  and  go  round  the  asylum 
with  the  other. 

1750.  You  consider  the  visiting  physician,  although  there  would  be  a medical  manager, 
should  still  be  conversaut  with  each  case,  and  be  regarded  as  the  medical  officer  in  charge 
of  the  patients? — Not  so  much  that,  as  that  he  should  give  his  opinion  generally  in  any 
complication  of  diseases  occurring  of  a serious  character. 

1751.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  would  wish  the  position  of  the  medical  manager  to 
he  the  same  as  that  of  a house-surgeon  in  an  hospital? — Yes,  I would  wish  to  have  him 
more  in  that  capacity. 

1752.  Would  you  allow  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician  to  prevail  in  case  of  a dif- 
ference as  to  the  treatment  to  be  pursued? — I would  say  yes,  if  I am  to  regard  tbe  tiling 
as  it  is  generally  settled  in  consulting  with  medical  men.  The  consultant  is  looked  upon 
as  tbe  superior,  and  his  opinion  has  more  weight.  I am  speaking  now  ol'  private  practice. 

1756.  Then  I understand  you  do  consider  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician  should 
prevail  ? — Yes.  ■ 

1754.  In  cases  where  the  special  attendance  of  the  visiting  physician  was  not  required, 
with  whom  would  the  responsibility  of  the  case  rest  ? — With  the  medical  superintendent. 
I would  consider  him  in  immediate  charge  of  all  the  patients,  and  that  the  other  went 
round  with  him,  and  gave  him  his  opinion  on  each  case. 

1755.  Having  stated  that  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician,  when  called  upon  by  the 
medical  superintendent  to  give  an  opinion,  should  decide  what  treatment  ought  to  he  pur- 
sued, do  you  consider  that  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician  should,  in  like  maimer, 
prevail  in  all  those  cases  which  he  might,  on  inspection,  consider  it  advisable  to  give  1ns 
opinion  upon,  whether  it  be  desired  by  the  superintendent  or  not  ? — No,  I should  think 
not.  I should  say  rather,  leave  it  with  the  medical  superintendent  to  bring  such  cases 
under  his  notice.  I would  not  consider  that  the  visiting  physicinn  should  in  every  case 
interfere;  but  his  visits  should  be  regular,  and  should  not  be  merely  when  called  upon.  I 
would  have  them  peiiodical  and  regular. 

1756.  The  position,  then,  of  the  visiting  physician,  under  the  arrangements  you  propose, 
would pbe  more  that  of  a consulting  physician  ? — More  that  of  a consulting  physician. 

1757..  I gather  from  vour  statement  that  you  would  not  consider  it  advisable  to  leave  an 
institution  of  this  kind  entirely  in  the  charge  of  one  resident  medical  man  ? — I would  not. 

1758.  Are  you  of  the  same  opinion  with  reference  to  small  asylums? — Very  much  would 
depend  upon  the  number  of  patients. 

1759.  Say  an  asylum  of  150  patients  ? — I would  say  it  would  he  much  better  in  that 
case  that  there  should  he  a second  physician. 

1760.  Supposing  the  visiting  physician,  on  his  regular  visit,  observed  treatment  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  a patient  of  which  he  did  not  approve,  would  you  consider  that  he 
should  still  allow  that  treatment  to  be  continued,  because  he  had  not  been  called  upon  by 
the  resident  medical  superintendent  to  give  his  opinion  in  the  case  ? — Certainly  not.  I 
think,  in  such  a case,  as  that,  a man  should  volunteer  his  opinion. 

1761.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  visiting  physician  is  to  advise,  and  his  opinion  is  to 
prevail,  not  alone  in  the  cases  in  which  he  is  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion,  hut  in  cases  he 
may^consider  improperly  treated  by  the  resident  medical  superintendent? — Yes. 

1762.  You  have  stated _that  you  have  not  been  attended  by  the  manager  in  your  visits 
through  the  asylum  for  some  time — does  the  matron  usually  attend  ? — She  does  not  regu- 
larly go  roufid  with  me. 

1763-  As  I understand,  you  have  been,  for  the  last  eight  years,  in  charge  entirely  of  the 
female  patients  ? — Of  the  female  patients  exclusively ; but  not  for  so  long  a period ; about 
five  years;  subsequently  to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Tuohill,  as  physician  in  ordinary. 

3 764.  Used  the  manager  accompany  you  to  the  female  wards  ? — Yes. 

1765.  Was  that  by  your  desire  ?— Yes ; I know  of  nothing  else. 

- 1766.  Has  the  attention  of  tbe  Board,  that  you  are  aware  of,  ever  been  called  to  th§ 
non-attendance  of  the  manager  upon  you  in  your  visits  ? — No. 
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1767.  Are  you  aware  whether  they  made  any  regulations  with  reference  to  the  attend-  Dobli-v. 

ance  of  the  manager  in  the  various  wards  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  have  done  so  at  all.  — — 

176S.  Or  with  reference  to  his  own  duty  with  regard  to  the  visitation  of  the  wards  ?— I Dktrk^A^hm. 

am  not  awaie.  . ^ J.  Motion  Esq  m d 

1709.  Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  of  the  manager  with  regard  to  his  visits  of  inspec-  ’ 

tion  to  the  several  wards  ? — I believe  that,  latterly,  they  have  been  comparatively  few.  I 
never  see  him  in  the  female  wards.  He  goes  round  the  male  wards,  I know.  When  I say 
I know  that,  I mean  that  I have  seen  him  at  particular  times  do  so. 

1770.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  for  the  omission  of  his  visits  to  the  female  wards  ? — 

There  is  no  special  reason,  except  what  I have  already  assigned,  as  to  his  other  duties. 

1771.  Are  the  patients,  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  treated  as  you  would  desire  ? — Not  at  Care  of  the  Patients, 
all  times. 

1772.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that? — I think  there  is  a want  of  proper  care  and 
attendance.  Generally  speaking,  I do  not  think  there  is  proper  care  taken  of  the  patients; 
it  might  certainly  be  better. 

1773.  Do  you  think  there  is  proper  attention  paid  to  their  washing ? — I am  speaking  Washing, 
now  of  the  females.  I tliink  there  is  pretty  fair  attention.  I have  not  much  to  complain 

of  in  that  respect. 

1774.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  making  any  observations  in' any  book  with  reference  to 
any  thing  which  you  may  conceive  to  require  amendment  ? — No,  there  is  no  book  of  the  kind. 

1775.  In  what  manner  would  you  communicate  to  the  Board  any  thing  you  would  desire 
to  have  done  ? — I never  made  special  communications  of  the  kind  to  the  Board ; I have 
often  spoken  to  Mrs.  Wrigley,  and  to  the  nurses,  when  I have  seen  any  thing  amiss. 

1776.  Then  there  is  no  written  statement? — No. 

1777.  What  is  the  earliest  hour  at  which  you  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  hospital? 

— Seldom  before  twelve  o’clock. 

1778.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  several  wards  have  been  recently  inspected 
by  the  manager  before  you  arrive  ? — I could  not  say  at  present  with  regard  to  the  manager; 
formerly  it  was  the  practice  for  both  the  matron  and  the  manager  to  visit. 

1779.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  ventilation  of  the  establishment? — I would  say,  gene-  Ventilation, 
rally,  the  ventilation  is  pretty  good,  except  in  some  of  the  cells — some  of  the  single  bed- 
rooms— in  which  it  might  be'  better. 

1780.  Have  you  required  the  nurses  to  report  to  you  upon  the  state  of  the  ventilation  ? 

— I cannot  say  specially  with  regard  to  ventilation.  With  regard  to  every  thing  connected 
with  the  patients,  I have  always  desired  the  nurse  to  report  to  me. 

1781.  Are  arrangements  made  for  the  warming  of  the  institution? — I do  not  think  the  Heating  the  Asylum, 
arrangements  are  sufficient;  the  fires  in  the  corridors  are  not- sufficient  in  cold  weather. 

1782.  Does  that  arise  from  there  not  being  a sufficient  number  of  fires  lighted,  or  from 
the  arrangements  ? — I think  the  arrangements  are  not  good.  I do  not  think  the  fires  are 
sufficient  in  very  cold  weather,  for  some  of  the  wards  at  least,  particularly  those  on  the 
bottom  floor. 

1783.  Do  you  think  the  patients  generally  have  suffered  from  that,  although  they  may 
not  complain  ? — I think  they  have.  I think  they  would  be  more  comfortable  if  the  corri- 
dors were  warm. 

1784.  With  such  a class  of  patients  is  it  possible  they  might  suffer  considerably  in 
health  from  such  causes,  although  they  might  not  be  given  to  complain  ? — That  is  very  true. 

1785.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  dietary  generally  of  the  establishment? — The  dietary  Dietary. 

I think,  is  quite  sufficient.  They  get  abundance  at  present. 

1786.  You  have,  of  course,  the  power  of  ordering  any  extras  you  may  think  necessary? — Yes.  Medical  extras. 

1787.  Do  you  think  sufficient  precautions  are  taken  to  see  that  the  patients  receive  the 
extras  you  may  order? — I could  not  say  positively  with  regard  to  wine.  You  must  trust' 
a good  deal  to  the  honesty  and  fidelity  of  the  nurses. 

1788.  Is  it  your  impression  those  extras  are  pilfered  by  the  attendants? — My  impression 
is  that  they  are  not. 

1789.  Do  you  think  that  the  remuneration  given  to  the  minor  attendants.is  sufficient  to  ^'"r|^^tion  of 
secure  the  services  of  proper  and  competent  persons  ? — The  remuneration  at  present 

given,  I would  say,  is  very  fair ; but  it  is  the  most  difficult  tiling  hi  the  world  to  get  a class 
of  persons  to  make  suitable  attendants  for  lunatic  patients.  I think  persons  who  are 
competent  to  discharge  such  duties  will  not  take  such  situations.  Persons  who  are 
possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications  will  rarely  he  got  to  accept  such  situations  for, 
perhaps,  double  the  remuneration  the  servants  in  the  asylum  have.  • . 

1790.  Do  you  think  the  arrangements  for  the  exercise  of  the  patients  axe  sufficient?—  SfXtiento?66* 
I do  not  tliink  they  are. 

1791.  Upon  whom  does  the  daily  exercise  of  the  patients  depend? — It  depends  upon 
the  nurses  and  keepers  ; they  are,  of  course,  directed  by  the  manager  and  matron. 

1792.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates,  on  each  side,  are  allowed  to  take  exercise,  in  the 
gardens  and  grounds  attached  to  the  institution? — I could  not  say  what  proportion  are 
allowed;  three-fourths  might;  that  is  to  say,  all  that  are  in  a condition  to  do  so. 

1793.  What  proportion  of  the  patients,  at  each  side,  have  access  to  the  grounds  and  plea- 
sure-grounds about  the  institution? — There  are  very  few  indeed  that  have  voluntary  access. 

. 1794.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  amusement  of  the  patients? — Very  few, 
indeed ; scarcely  any,  I may  say. 

1795.  Have  you  ever  represented  the  necessity  of  some  amusement  being  provided  ? — 

Yes,  in  general  terms. 
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1790.  Was  that  verbally  to  the  manager? — Sometimes  by  verbal  communications  to  the 
manager,  and  sometimes  to  the  Inspector,  at  the  Board ; no  formal  representation. 

1797.  Are  any  books  provided  for  the  several  wards? — There  are,  a good  many. 

1798.  Do  you  think  there  is  a sufficient  supply  of  books  ? — Hardly  sufficient,  if  thev 
were  used — that  is  to  say,  a great  many  more  might  be  used ; but  where  you  have  an 
illiterate  nurse,  you  can  hardly  expect  that  she  would  give  books,  and  take  an  interest  in 
a matter  of  reading. 

1799.  In  regulating  the  treatment  of  patients,  do  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  require 
that  such  things  should  be  provided  ? — It  is  at  the  recommendation  of  the  physician 
that  books  are  provided ; and,  from  time  to  time,  I have  taken  books  and  given 
them  to  the  patients,  and  desired  others  to  do  so.  I do  not  think  that  is  attended  to  as 
it  should  he. 

1800.  I believe  the  female  patients  have  little  occupation  hut  sewing  and  knittnm? 

Scarcely  any  thing  be3rond  that.  b 

1801.  Do  you  not  think  that  occupations  and  amusements  might  be  provided  which 
would  contribute  to  their  cure? — I think  so.  I think  there  is  a deficiency  in  that  respect. 

1802.  Is  it  not  very  important  that  the  persons  in  charge  of  lunatics  in  an  establishment 
intended  for  their  cure,  should  be  persons  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  be  enabled  to 
minister  to  their  amusement,  either  by  reading  or  by  encouraging  them  to  employ  their 
time  in  other  occupations  ? — It  certainly  would  be  most  desirable. 

1803.  Are  the  class  of  persons  employed  as  nurses  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum 
at  all  competent  to  act  in  that  manner? — No,  I should  say  not. 

1804.  I understand  that  your  communications  to  the  Board  were  principally  verbal? 

Principally. 

1805.  Do  you  make  any  reports  in  any  book  ?-— I occasionally  make  written  reports. 

1806.  In  what  book  ? — A book  we  have  for  the  purpose. 

1807.  Do  you  keep  that  book  ? — It  is  at  the  asylum. 

1808.  Considering  there  is  a deficiency  in  the  asylum  of  those  amusements  and  other 
matters  which  are  considered  of  importance  in  promoting  the  cure  of  lunacy,  and  consid- 
ering the  want  of  classification  in  the  asylum,  do  you  think,  at  present,  the  old  Richmond 
Lunatic  Asylum  can  be  regarded  as  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane  ? — It  is,  certainly, 
not  in  a good  condition  to  be  considered  as  such. 

1809.  Could  you  estimate  the  proportion  of  cases  curable  ? — I have  222  patients  just 
now,  and  I question  very  much  if  there  are  forty  curable  cases  amongst  them. 

1810.  Is  the  construction  and  position  of  the  building  very  suitable  for  a curative 
asylum  ? — Quite  the  contrary. 

1811.  Is  the  new  asylum  preferable  in  that  respect? — Infinitely  preferable. 

1812.  Would  you  consider  it  desirable,  therefore,  that  the  new  asylum  should  be  appro- 
priated solely  for  the  curative  cases  ? — I think  it  would  be  better  under  all  the  circumstances. 

1813.  Such  is  not  the  arrangement  at  present? — Such  is  not  the  arrangement  at  present. 

1814.  Do  .you  attend  the  Board  on  the  admission  days  ? — I do. 

18  hi  When  patients  come  up  to  be  admitted,  are  they  not  first  presented  at  the  old 
asylum  ? — In  every  case  they  are. 

1810.  Are  they  transmitted  to  the  new  asylum  or  to  the  old  asylum  without  reference 
to  you  ( — They  are ; the  manager  regulates  that. 

1817.  Do  you  know  what  rule  he  follows  in  the  matter?— I really  do  not. 

1818.  When  patients  are  sent  from  your  wards  to  the  infirmary,  are  they  always  sent 
back  to  your  wards  again?— I having  charge  of  the  females,  of  course  they  would. 

"25’  * b , e tbere  ar« Ltwo  clinical  clerks  attached  to  the  institution  ?— There  are. 

1820.  Are  they  resident? — They  are  resident. 

1821.  Are  they  attached  particularly  to  any  of  the  physicians?— They  are.  Dr.  Tuohill 

has  one,  and  I have  one.  Dr.  Tuohill  has  not  one  at  this  moment,  but  he  had,  and 
generally  has. 

Jqo2'  Si  they. a*tend  y°u  regularly  on  your  visits?— They  do. 

18i  What  dimeal  lectures  or  information  is  given  in  the  institution  ?— Not  lately  any 
regular  clinical  lectures.  J 


1824.  Are  there  no  lectures  in  conformity  with  the  regulation  of  the  Privy  Council? 
At  present  Dr.  Banks  gives  a general  course  on  Saturdays;  and  the  other  medical 
attendants,  including  myself,  give  clinical  instructions,  so  far  as  explaining  cases  to  pupils 
that  come  round  with  us.  b 

™1825'  i?7  '!bom  ar,e  medicines  compounded  that  are  used  in  the  institution  ?— By 
Mr.  Beatty,  the  apothecary. 

,,  1,82(j'  -9°®s  Be,  himself,  attend  daily  at  the  asylum  to  do  that? — I am  not  certain  about 
ion*? , • 616  fFe(Iueiltly>  1 believe,  but  he  has  an  assistant, 
clerk  7 IS  ^ aSSlstant  one  of  tbe  clinical  clerks?— The  present  assistant  is  my  clinical 

, .^828‘ ,Is  he  qualified  ?— I am  sorry  to  say  he  is  not  qualified;  lam  disappointed  in 
him.  The  recommendation  I got  with  him  has  not  been  borne  out.  He  is  amiable, 
trustworthy,  and  a person  of  excellent  moral  character,  but  I find  his  education  is  deficient. 

iW«aoSorTeS\nt!d  t0  me  that  be  was  a ^rent  person.  There  was  no  other  candidate. 
^ "Tk  arrangement  did  he  come  to  discharge  the  duties  of  assistant  to  Mr. 

IieheTe,hae  13  Be3tt/3  apprentice — I an,  not  certain, 
he™!  - V ar®  qualifications  for  a clinical  clerk?— The  rule  is,  that  he  should 
have  previously  attended  as  a pupil  at  the  asylum. 
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1831.  Previous  to  his  appointment  as  resident  clinical  clerk  ? — Yes.  Ddbuk 

1832.  Did  the  individual  to  whom  you  refer  attend  in  that  way  ?— Not,  perhaps,  by  ' 

having  entered  and  paid  as  a pupil  in  the  formal  way ; hut  still,  having  been  constantly  J&?  ^m°nd 
about  the  asylum,  he  was  looked  upon  in  that  capacity.  If  there  is  more  than  one  seeking  j M„j,™  „ 

for  the  situation,  it  is  given  after  an  examination.  That  has  been  done;  and  at  the  Selection  of  Clinic^' 
present  moment  there  is  more  than  one  candidate  for  the  office  of  clinical  clerk  to  Dr.  Clerks;  regulation 
Tuohill.  It  will  be  decided  that  way.  not  observed. 

1833.  By  whom  is  this  examination  directed,  and  the  appointment  made— is  it  by  the 
■Governors,  or  any  other  authority  ? — The  only  examination  I was  present  at  was  conducted 
by  myself,  and  Dr.  Tuohill  and  Dr.  Nugent  were  present,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
Governors.  I think  it  is  one  of  the  regulations  that  such  examination  shall  be  held.  The 
Board  made  the  appointment  of  clinical  clerk  on  Dr.  Tuohill’s  recommendation  and  mine. 

1834.  The  regulation  provides  that  the  examination  shall  be  conducted  by  a Committee, 
appointed  by  the  College  of  Physicians  and  the  College  of  Surgeons— is  that  practically 
the  case  at  present  ? — It  is  not,  and  it  never  was  done. 

1835.  How  are  the  examinations  now  conducted,  and  by  whom  ? — There  never  was 
but  one  examination.  It  occurred  on  an  occasion  when  there  were  more  candidates  than 
one  for  the  situation. . If  there  is  not  more  than  one  candidate,  there  is  no  examination ; 
and  in  the  case  in  which  an  examination  did  occur,  it  was  conducted  as  I have  told  you.  * 

1836.  Is  any  notice  given  of  the  vacancies  ? — No. 

1837.  Are  the  clinical  clerks  competent  to  act  upon  any  emergency  that  may  occur  ? 

I would  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  I have  referred  to,  they  have  been 
competent.  We  have  had  some  excellent  men  there. 

1838.  Is  the  infirmary  accommodation  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  old  Richmond  Use  of  the  infirmary. 
Asylum  ? — I would  say  so,  certainly. 

1839.  Are  sick  patients  ever  treated  in  their  own  cells? — Yes,  frequently. 

1840.  What  class  of  cases  are  sent  to  the  infirmary? — The  last  case  I sent  up  there 
was  a case  of  erysipelas  occurring  in  an  old  woman.  Another  case  I sent  there  was  one 
of  pneumonia. 

1841.  Are  they  all  cases  of  bodily  illness? — No;  persons  in  delicate  health,  who  may 
be  accommodated  better  there,  will  be  sent  up. 

1842.  Then,  delicate  patients,  not  affected  by  bodily  illness,  may  be  sent  to  occupy  beds 
in  the  infirmary,  as  well  as  those  suffering  under  such  diseases? — They  may. 

1843.  Was  the  infirmary  intended  to  be  appropriated  to  such  cases  us  you  last  referred 
to  ? — I should  say  not. 

1844.  Do  you  consider  it  proper  that  such  cases  should  be  sent  there? — I should  think 
cases  have  been  often  sent  to  the  infirmary  that  ought  not  to  be  sent  there ; but  we 
have  been  driven  to  that  from  the  pressure  for  accommodation,  and  when  the  manager 
■desired  that  no  bed  in  the  infirmary  should  be  left  vacant. 

1845.  Can  any  patient  be  sent  there  without  j-our  orders  ? — Certainly  not. 

1846.  Do  you  think  it  preferable  the  cases  should  be  treated  in  their  own  wards  ? — Some 
I should  say  should  not  be  treated  in  their  own  wards ; for  instance,  patients  labouring 
under  affections  of  the  chest  should  not  be  treated  in  the  cell  or  in  any  room  that  has  not 
the  means  of  proper  heating  by  fire. 

1847.  Do  you  consider  the  infirmary  an  essential  portion  of  the  establishment? — Yes, 
or  some  place  where  we  could  get  the  adequate  means  for  fire  and  necessary  accommodation. 

1848.  Do  you  consider  the  existing  infirmary  adequate  for  its  object? — I think  there  Its  condition, 
are  many  defects  in  it. 

1849.  What  are  those  defects? — I think  the  windows  are  defective,  and  the  corridors 
are  not  warm  enough. 

1850.  Do  you  find  that  the  cases  which  are  transmitted  from  gaols  as  dangerous  lunatics,  Dangerous  lunatics, 
are  generally  cases  that  it  would  be  proper  to  receive  into  a lunatic  asylum  ? — I have 

seldom  found  them  otherwise,  with  certain  exceptions.  Persons  are  sometimes  so  far 
recovered  before  removal  to  the  asylum,  that,  when  received,  they  can  hardly  be  pro- 
nounced insane ; while  others  are  kept  so  long  in  the  gaols,  that  they  become  incurable 
before  removal.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  insane  persons  are  kept  a great  deal  too  long  in 
the  prisons ; many  for  years. 

1851.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  with  Change  in  the 
reference  to  the  subject  of  the  inquiry,  that  your  experience  would  lead  you  to  believe  management, 
might  be  for  the  amendment  of  the  present  system  ? — I believe  that  the  sooner  a change 

js  made  in  the  management  of  this  particular  asylum  the  better. 

1852..  Do  you  mean  with  reference  to  the  person  in  charge,  or  to  the  regulations  which 
prevail  in  the  asylum  ? — The  person  in  charge. 

1853.  Do  you  consider  him  incompetent  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  other  grounds, 
besides  not  being  a professional  man  ? — The  asylum  has  grown  beyond  his  reach ; it  has 
gradually  increased  in  extent,  and  consequently  additional  care  should  be  bestowed  upon 
it,  while  the  manager  has  become  infirm,  and  is  less  active  and  efficient. 

1854.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  the  patients  being  Religious  worship, 
enabled  to  attend  at  religious  worship  ? — I think  that  if  a proper  selection  of  cases  be 

made,  that  on  the  whole  it  is  advantageous,  but  it  is  a doubtful  question  if  you  take  it  in 
fill  its  bearings. 

1855.  Do  you  give  orders  as  to  who  shall  or  shall  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  religious 
worship  ?— I very  often  give  orders,  or  ask  one  of  the  patients  would  he  like  to  go,  and  I 
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encourage  them  to  go  very  frequently  ; and  I frequently  ask,  if  I happen  to  pay  a visit 
after  service  on  a Sunday,  whether  they  have  liked  it,  and  what  have  been  their  impres- 
sions about  it.  I ask  diem  what  was  done,  with  a view  to  elicit  from  them  how  far 
they  have  been  benefited  by  it. 

1850.  If  you  considered  in  any  case  that  attendance  at  religious  worship  would  lead  to 
the  excitement  of  the  patients,  you  would,  of  course,  give  orders  that  such  persons  should 
not  be  sent  ? — Certainly. 

1857.  Do  you  think  sufficient  arrangements  are  made  for  giving  baths  regularly  to 
patients  in  the  institution  ? — I do  not  think  there  are. 

1858.  You  do  not  think  the  arrangements,  therefore,  in  that  respect  adequate  ? I do 

not — they  are  deficient. 

1859.  I refer  to  the  periodical  bathing  of  the  patients  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness? 

As  well  for  that  as  for  the  general  purpose  of  giving  prolonged  warm  baths,  which  would 
be  desirable.  I have  not  had  much  experience  of  them,  but  I would  desire  very  much  to 
try  the  effect  of  prolonged  warm  baths  in  any  cases  of  excitement,  and  we  have  not 
adequate  means  forthe  purpose. 

1860.  Would  you  consider  it  desirable  that  the  new  asylum  should  be  constituted  a 
curative  establishment  for  both  males  and  females  ? — It  was  so,  originally,  intended;  hut 
it  was  subsequently  conceived  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  it  appropriated  exclu- 
sively for  males,  inasmuch  as  in  the  old  asylum  the  males  and  females  had  too  much 
intercourse  in  going  to  the  kitchen,  and  at  meal  time  in  conveying  the  food  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  establishment.  With  reference  to  the  question,  I must  explain  that  it  was  on 
a suggestion  of  mine  the  new  asylum  was  appropriated  to  males,  and  I do  not  know  how 
I could  say  now  I should  recommend  a change  to  be  made ; but  if  I am  to  answer  the 
question  generally  with  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  the  new  asylum  for  males  and 
females,  I do  not  see  any  objection  to  doing  so. 

1861.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  recommend  the  new  asylum  should  be  appro- 
priated entirely  for  males  ? — Because  the  separation  of  the  sexes  in  the  old  asylum  was 
not  complete.  There  was  a common  hall,  and  the  patients,  both  male  and  female,  were 
in  the  habit  of  passing  up  and  down  this  hall,  and  I have  seen  them  congregated  at  the 
door  of  the  kitchen,  waiting  to  assist  the  servants  in  bringing  the  supplies.  I thought  it 
very  desirable  that  that  should  be  prevented,  and  it  does  not  exist  to  the  same  extent  that 
it  did  formerly : they  use  separate  doors  now. 

Richard  Tuohill,  Esq.,  m.d.,  F.B.C.SX,  sworn  and  examined. 

1862.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  ? — 
Yes. 

1363.  Are  you  many  years  connected  with  that  institution  ? — I was  appointed  in  March, 
1848,  as  physician  extraordinary,  at  the  time  Dr.  Mollan  was  promoted,  and  I was  appointed 
in  July,  1851,  as  attending  physician. 

1864.  You  and  Dr.  Mollan  jointly  discharged  the  duties  of  the  old  asylum  ? — -Yes. 

1865.  You  have  charge  of  a separate  division? — Yes. 

1866.  On  that  side  there  are  female  as  well  as  male  wards? — Yes. 

1867.  How  often  do  you  attend? — I attend  every  day. 

1868.  Do  you  visit  the  wards  on  your  side  each  day? — I visit  all  the  wards  each  day. 

1869.  Are  you  attended  by  the  manager  on  your  visits? — No,  not  by  the  manager. 

1870.  By  whom  are  you  attended? — Clinical  clerks  occasionally.  I have  a clinical 
clerk. 

1871.  Was  it  ever  the  practice  of  the  manager  to  accompany  you  on  your  visits? — Very 
seldom. 

1872.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  in  the  institution  for  the  cleanliness  of  the 
patients  suitable  or  sufficient? — For  keeping  them  clean  in  their  persons  I think  the 
arrangements  might  be  improved.  I think  there  might  be  a more  steady  surveillance  over 
their  persons  and  clothes  to  carry  out  cleanliness  more  effectually  and  completely. 

1873.  Are  there  sufficient  means  of  administering  warm  baths  when  required  for  their 
treatment  ? — Yes,  there  are  sufficient  means,  so  far  as  baths  are  concerned. 

1874.  Do  the  patients  practically  get  a weekly  bath? — Not  as  a general  rule;  they  get  no 
baths  except  when  directed  by  me.  In  my  division,  I direct  the  giving  of  warm  or  shower 
baths,  as  the  case  may  he;  but  there  is  a supply  of  warm  water  every  Friday  for  general 
washing,  and  on  other  days,  if  I saw  a patient  dirty,  I would  direct  the  attention  of  the 
keeper  to  him,  to  have  him  washed  clean.  Then,  as  a remedial  agent,  I have  frequently 
directed,  on  other  occasions,  to  have  their  legs  immersed  in  warm  water,  and  their  persons 
cleaned,  where  I saw  a want  of  cleanliness. 

1875.  Is  the  supply  of  water  to  the  lavatories  and  baths  sufficient  to  enable  a bath  to  be 
given  at  any  time  you  might  direct? — When  I used  to  order  warm  baths,  and  the  ordinary 
supply  of  water  did  not  come,  I got  it  from  the  kitchen,  or  ordered  down  a strong  fire 
when  I found  it  necessary. 

1876.  Do  you  believe  that  the  patients  in  your  division  are  daily  washed? — Well,  I 
have  frequently  noticed  them  unclean,  though  the  keepers  might  say  they  were  washed. 

1877.  In  what  way  do  you  call  attention  to  what  you  desire  to  be  remedied? — I speak 
to  Mr,  Wrigley  and  to  the  keepers,  and  say  that,  if  the  patients  had  been  washed 
they  still  showed  an  appearance  of  dirt,  and  ought  to  be  washed  again. 

1878.  Is  there  any  book  in  which  you  record  your  observations  or  recommendations,  in 
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order  to  their  being  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Governors? — From  time  to  time  we  used  to  Dvbu». 

report  to  the  Governors  on  any  omissions  of  this  kind;  but  in  reference  to  the  washing  — r 

principally,  we  found  it  necessary  to  address  ourselves  to  the  keepers  or  Mr.  Wrigley.  I 
made  no  record  of  tile  omission  of  washing.  R TuoMliE 

1879.  Have  you  frequently  reported  the  defective  state  of  the  arrangements? — Yes,  we  f.r.c.s.iT 
made  several  reports  in  writing,  showing  the  deficiency  of  the  arrangements  in  the  institution: 

1880.  Do  you  keep  a medical  journal  ? — There  is  a day  journal.  Medical  Journal. 

1881.  Is  that  day  journal  kept  by  you? — The  only  medical  journal  I used  to  keep  was 
a pencil  note-book,  in  which  I entered  any  particular  case. 

1882.  Do  you  keep  a medical  journal  similar  to  what  is  required  by  the  8th  and  9th  Vic., 

cap.  107  ? — No,  I have  no  medical  journal  of  that  kind.  1 ■ 

1883.  Is  the  cleanliness  of  the  apartments  and  the  beds  well  attended  to  in  your  branch  ? Attention  to  , 

— I hardly  ever  go  through  the  wards  where  unclean  patients  are,  that  I have  not  stripped  cleanlilies8- 
down  the  patients  myself.  I have  frequently  found  them  soiled,  and  the  attendants  assured 

me  that  it  occurred  within  a few  minutes  before.  I found  it  necessary,  on  almost  all 
occasions,  to  strip -the  patients  that  were  either  lying  a long  time  in  bed  or  were  unclean 
in  their  habits,  and  I frequently,  in  the  course  of  my  attendance,  have  found  them  in  a 
dirty  state. 

1884.  Then  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  attention  given  to  patients  in  that  respect  ? 

— I very  often  had  reason  to  complain. 

1885.  Do  you  think  there  is  sufficient  security  that  any  extra  diet  you  may  order  for  Medical  extras;  the 
the  patients,  such  as  wine  and  things  of  that  kind,  is  given  to  them  ? — I would  have  much  attendants. 

more  security,  if  the  keepers  were  of  a better  class  than  the  present  staff,  that  the  wine  and 
other  extra  tilings  would  be  given  to  the  patients.  I was  constantly  watching  to  see  if  I 
could  detect  any  mal-adminstration  in  the  distribution  of  wine,  and  I did  not  detect  any.  I 
had  suspicions  on  the  subject,  from  hints  thrown  out  to  me.  I would  feel  more  confident  if 
there  was  a better  order  of  keepers,  or  if  there  were  gradations  of  keepers.  The  keepers 
now  are  all  on  the  same  level,  and  I think  an  improvement  in  that  respect  very  desirable. 

1886.  Do  you  think  the  wages  given  to  keepers  are  sufficient  to  secure  the  sendees  of 
competent  persons  ? — I think  there  should  be  keepers  of  a better  class,  in  addition  to  those 
who  do  the  slavish  work.  £16  is  the  wages.  I would  have  a head  keeper,  and  others 
under  him,  to  control  his  department. 

1887.  Are  any  arrangements  made  for  providing  amusements  for  the  patients? — Very  Amusements, 
little — not  sufficient.  I have  given  a report  suggesting  the  propriety,  in  the  system  of 

moral  treatment,  of  having  intellectual  and  pleasurable  amusements.  That  has  not  been 
carried  out. 

1888.  Were  these  suggestions  given  in  writing  to  the  Governors? — Yes,  I have  a copy 
of  the  report.  I recommended  that  there  should  be  a billiard- table,  backgammon,  an  even- 
ing school,  and  means  of  light  recreation.  In  order  to  make  these  complete,  there  should  be 
a superintendence  by  a head  keeper  or  a schoolmaster, — some  person  between  the  manager 
and  the  medical  man  and  those  who  merely  carry  out  the  more  laborious  part  of  the  duties- 

1889.  Do  you  think  that  the  hospital,  as  at  present  conducted,  affords  the  means  of 
carrying  out  proper  curative  treatment  as  regards  the  patients  under  your  charge  ? — I cer- 
tainly think  it  could  be  better  arranged  and  better  managed. 

1890.  With  the  means  at  present  at  your  disposal  in  the  hospital,  do  you  consider  Curative  treatment, 
you  can  carry  out  the  curative  treatment  as  regards  the  insane  cases? — Though  I have 

done  so,  I think  there  might  be  a great  deal  of  improvement.  I think  great  improve- 
ments are  necessary.  Of  course  we  have  pursued  successful  treatment. 

1891.  Do  you  consider  that  sufficient  provision  is  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients  Requisites  for  the 
in  the  various  wards  ? — I have  had  reason  to  complain  in  the  way  I have  stated,  when  I patients, 
inspected  beds.  Very  often  I have  directed  my  attention  to  the  dinner,  which  I have 

gone  to  see,  and  I think  the  arrangements  for  it  might  be  made  much  more  comfortable, 
both  in  the  accommodation  and  probably  in  the  mode  of  cooking;  some  essential  improve- 
ments may  be  effected. 

1892.  Are  the  apartments  of  the  patients  in,  the  asylum  provided  with  all  that  is  neces- 
sary for  them  ? — No ; for  instance,  .there  are  several  of  the  dormitories  that  want  soap ; and 
towels  should  b„e  supplied  to  all,  particularly  when  the  patients  are  coming  to  a state  of 
convalescence.  These  things  are  only  in  the  nurses’  rooms.  I would  have  these  con- 
veniences in  the  dormitories. 

1893.  Many  of  the  patients,  when  unwell,  are  treated  in  their  own  rooms? — Yes,  under 
certain  circumstances. 

1894.  Are  not  night-chairs  a necessary  part  of  the  appliances? — Yes ; I have  only  one  Night-chairs,  &c. 
or  two  in  my  division.  There  were  more  night-chairs  when  I was  appointed  than  there 

are  at  present.  I spoke  to  Mr.  Wrigley  about  it. 

1895.  How  many  patients  are  there  in  the  division  where  you  say  there  are  only  one  or 
two  night-chairs  ?— Thirty-four  in  No-  3,  where  there  is  only  one  night-chair ; but  then 
•tiiey  bring  to  the  corridor  at  night  a kind  of  vessel  like  a tub,  which  the  patients  use.  It 
is  a clumsy  kind  of  thing. 

1896.  Are  there  a sufficient  number  of  chamber  utensils  ? — Yes,  the  number  of  utensils 
appears  to  be  sufficient;  they  are  a tin  kind  of  vessels,  and  I often  thought  wooden  ones 
would  be  better.  •• 

. 1897.  Have  you  satisfied  yourself  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  from  your  observa- 
tion? Yes,  I found  them  under  every  bed. 

, 1898.  Do  you  consider  the  ventilation  of  the  rooms,  generally,  good? — It  is,  I should  Ventilation. 
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say,  good.  There  is  a kind  of  communication  between  the  rooms  and  corridors,  and  when 
the  windows — which  are  about  five  feet  by  three  and  a half — are  open  to  the  extent  of  one 
sixth,  there  is  tolerable  good  ventilation.  Part  of  the  window  is  movable,  and  can  be 
opened  by  a string. 

1899.  Is  your  attendance  in  the  morning  sufficiently  early  after  the  patients  have  risen 
to  enable  you  to  judge  whether  the  atmosphere  has  been  pure  in  the  cells  during  the 
night  ? — 1 have  gone  sometimes  early,  and  my  impression  is  the  ventilation  is  sufficient. 

1900.  Have  you  any  communication  with  the  manager  as  to  the  state  of  the  patients? 
— A continual  communication.  I call  in  and  sit  with  him,  talk  to  him,  and  tell  him  suc^ 
a case  is  getting  better  or  worse. 

1901.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  an  advantage,  or  otherwise,  that  the  manager  should 
be  a medical  man  ? — I think  a resident  medical  man  would  be  an  improvement 

1902.  In  the  event  of  a resident  medical  man  being  in  charge  of  the  institution,  would 
you  consider  it  desirable  that  there  should  also  be  a visiting  or  consulting  physician?— 
Certainly. 

1903.  Would  you  consider  it  advisable  to  have  the  consulting  physician  to  be  called  in 
when  the  manager  pleased,  or  the  regular  visiting  physician  to  come  on  stated  days  ? — I 
would  have  the  regular  visiting  physician  regularly  attending. 

1904.  On  whom  would  you  have  the  responsibility  to  rest? — On  the  visiting  physician; 
the  man  who  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  diseases  out  of  doors,  and  was  in  general 
practice.  I think  if  they  acted  in  a proper  spirit,  no  difficulties  would  arise. 

1905.  Do  you  consider  that  the  resident  medical  man,  having  peculiar  opportunities  of 
studying  each  case  of  lunacy,  would  have  any  advantages  which  would  not  be  possessed  by 
the  visiting  physician,  as  regards  the  treatment  of  the  insane  ? — I have  been  reflecting 
upon  the  question,  and  I do  not  see  much  advantage.  I think  I knew  as  much  last  year, 
on  the  subject  of  lunacy,  as  I do  this  year;  and  the  continued  inspection  of  the  same 
cases  does  not  pre-suppose  any  advancement  in  the  knowledge  of  the  disease. 

1906.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  the  new  Richmond  Asylum 
should  be  devoted  to  the  reception  of  curable  cases  ? — Yes.  I think  statistics  would  lead  to 
errors  about  the  asylum,  by  taking  any  calculations,  either  as  to  the  recoveries  or  deaths, 
under  the  present  constitution.  Index? endently  of  its  being  filled  from  the  Island-bridge 
Asylum,  we  got  persons  from  gaols,  after  having  been  broken  down.  We  receive  epileptics, 
paralytics,  idiots,  non- epileptics,  old  and  infirm ; so  that,  in  fact,  to  act  upon  the  statistics 
of  the  Richmond  Asylum  would  lead  to  error  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment. 

1907.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  new  asylum  being  appropriated  to  the  treatment 
of  recent  curable  cases,  of  both  sexes? — I do  not  see  any  objection,  if  a provision  was 
made  to  separate  the  sexes. 

1908.  What  is  your  ox?inion  of  the  existing  old  Richmond  Asylum  as  a curative  hospital 
for  the  insane  ? — I do  not  think  much  of  it.  I think  the  multiplicity  of  cells,  the  closed 
yards,  and  the  selection  of  the  bedding,  gives  it  more  the  complexion  of  a prison  ; and  I 
would  not  approve  of  it  as  being  well  adapted  for  curable  cases. 

1909.  You  think,  then,  the  new  asylum,  under  proper  arrangements,  would  be  much 
better  adapted  than  the  old  building  for  treating  mental  disease  ? — I would. 

1910.  You  attend  the  Board  at  every  meeting? — Yes,  every  meeting,  and  make  sugges- 
tions as  to  any  requirement  I thought  necessaiy.  I suggested  the  propriety  of  having  a 
schoolmaster  as  a head  keeper,  who  should  comprise  in  himself  the  position  of  school- 
master and  moral  director ; that  he  should  go  through  the  divisions,  attend  at  the  meals, 
see  the  medicines  daily  administered,  and  note  their  effects. 

1911.  You  have  a clinical  clerk? — I have. 

1912.  How  are  the  clinical  clerks  selected? — At  present  by  recommendations  from  the 
medical  men  to  the  Board. 

1913.  Was  any  public  notice  given  of  a vacancy  occurring  on  the  last  occasion? — No. 

1914.  Has  there  been  public  notice  given,  on  any  occasion,  in  the  public  journals,  of 
vacancies  occurring  for  clinical  clerks  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  was. 

John  Thomas  Banks,  Esq.,  h.d.,  f.k.q.p.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1915.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum? — 
Yes. 

1916.  You  are  in  charge  of  the  new  asylum,  and  also  the  infirmary? — Yes. 

1917.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — I was  appointed  assistant  physician, 
or  physician  extraordinary,  in  September,  1852 ; and  in  the  end  of  October,  1854,  1 was 
appointed,  by  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  visiting  physician. 

1918.  For  how  long  have  you  had  charge  of  the  infirmary? — The  circumstance  of  my 
having  the  sole  charge  of  the  infirmary  arose  in  this  way: — While  I was  assistant  physi- 
cian, I acted  for  Dr,  Mollan ; he  generally  goes  abroad  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  in  the 
year,  to  one  of  the  German  spas.  Dr.  Mollan  asked  me  to  look  after  his  patients  in  the 
infirmary,  as  the  infirmary  building  is  near  the  new  asylum,  which  I visit  daily,  and  my 
attendance  saved  him  the  trouble  of  walking  a considerable  distance  from  the  old  house. 
On  the  last  occasion  that  he  went  abroad,  he  requested  Dr.  Tuohill  to  take  charge  of  his 
patients  in  the  old  house ; and,  to  lighten  the  labour  upon  Dr.  Tuohill,  it  was  arranged 
amongst  us  that  I should  look  after  both  the  infirmaries,  in  addition  to  the  new  house. 

1919.  Is  that  a permanent  arrangement? — Well,  since  Dr.  Mollan  came  home,  it  has  so 
continued. 

1920.  Am  I to  understand  that,  previous  to  that  arrangement,  Dr.  Mollan  attended  to 
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his  patients  in  the  infirmary,  Dr.  Tnohill  to  the  others,  and  you  to  those  that  came  to  the 
new  asylum  ? — Yes ; and  any  patients  that  we  considered  required  surgical  treatment,  were 
transferred  to  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  but  they  were  still  in  the  infirmary. 

1921.  Who  exercises  a superintendence  over  the  infirmary,  the  manager  or  the  matron? 
— There  is  a matron  to  the  infirmary ; and  then  Mrs.  Wrigley,  the  superior  of  all,  is 
supposed  to  exercise  authority  over  her. 

1922.  The  male  and  female  infirmaries  are  detached  buildings? — Yes. 

1923.  Are  they,  in  your  opinion,  suitable  for  the  objects  for  which  they  were  erected? — 
No,  they  are  not. 

1924.  State  shortly  in  what  respects  you  think  they  are  defective? — There  are  no 
single  rooms-  Perhaps  it  would  save  you  time  if  I would  say  I entirely  agree  in  the  report 
made,  with  regard  to  the  infirmary,  by  the  Commissioners  who  inspected  the  asylum. 
The  house  is  inadequate;  I consider  it  is  not  suited  for  its  intended  use.  It  is  ill  supplied 
with  accommodation;  and,  altogether,  it  is,  I think,  nnsuited  for  an  infirmary.  I dwell 
particularly  upon  the  point  of  its  not  having  single  rooms. 

1925.  Do  you  mean  the  Commissioners  who  inspected  the  lunatic  asylums — Messrs. 
Wilkes  and  Donaldson  ? — I do. 

1926.  Do  your  observations  apply  to  both  buildings,  the  male  and  female  infirmaries  ? 
— To  both  buildings. 

1927.  What  cases  are  sent  to  the  infirmary? — On  two  occasions  there  were  epidemics 
in  the  house,  but  I may  mention  that  they  both  occurred  before  my  connexion  with 
the  institution — at  least  before  I was  permanent  visiting  physician ; one  was  small-pox, 
and  the  other  was  cholera.  Upon  those  occasions  the  patients  labouring  under  small-pox 
and  cholera  were  sent  to  the  infirmary.  I should  tell  you  the  infirmary  is  part . of  the 
institution,  and  I may  say  it  is  perverted  from  its  legitimate  purpose.  It  was  necessary, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  cholera,  to  clear  out  the  infirmary,  and  put  the  patients  lying  on 
the  floor,  in  the  old  house ; and  a portion  of  them  were  sent  up  to  the  then  unfinished  new 
house,  inasmuch  as  it  was  necessary  to  clear  out  the  infirmary. 

1928.  That  is,  the  infirmary  patients,  at  the  time  the  epidemic  broke  out,  were  removed, 
to  make  way  for  those  who  were  affected? — Yes;  at  least  the  female  house  was  cleared. 
In  general,  the  house  is  full  to  its  complete  number.  A portion  of  the  patients  could  not 
be  supplied  with  proper  accommodation. 

1929.  At  the  present  time,  when  no  epidemic  prevails,  what  class  of  cases  are  considered 
fit  subjects  for  admission  into  the  infirmary,  and  which  ought  not  be  detained  in  the 
wards? — Well,  if  any  communicable  disease  arose — which  has  not  happened  very 
frequently — in  that  event,  they  would  be  sent.  I am  constantly  in  the  habit  of  sending 
cases  of  corporeal  diseases  which  require  treatment,  to  the  infirmary  from  the  new  house. 

1930.  Are  any  other  cases,  besides  those  of  bodily  illness,  sent  to  the  infirmary  ? — In 
fact  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  infirmary  full,  the  house  is  in  such  a state. 

1931.  In  point  of  fact,  the  demand  for  room  in  the  general  building  is  so  great,  that 
persons  are  sent  to  the  infirmary  who,  strictly  spe  along,  are  not  proper  cases  to  be 
admitted  there  ? — Persons  who  are  not  labouring  under  any  corporeal  disease. 

1932.  In  that  case  what  class  of  lunatics  would  be  particularly  selected  ? — Dr.  Mollan 
occasionally  sends  to  the  infirmaries  acute  cases  of  bodily  disease,  and  treats  them,  there ; 
Dr.  Tuohill  besides  sends  some  of  the  convalescents  from  mental  disease,  when  weakly 
or  infirm,  for  the  advantage  of  better  ah’. 

1933.  What  is  your  own  practice  as  regards  the  new  asylum? — I generally  send  a case 
of  bodily  disease  to  the  infirmary. 

1934.  I presume  no  patient  is  removed  to  the  infirmary  without  an  order  from  the 
medical  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  ward  from  which  he  came? — Not  as  I believe. 

1935.  Supposing  it  to  be  desirable  to  transfer  from  any  branch  of  the  asylum  a case  to 
the  infirmary,  is  it  the  practice  to  remove  that  case,  which  is  under  treatment,  back  from 
the  infirmary  to  the  asylum  from  which  the  patient  had  been  token? — In  general  it  is 
necessary;  for  example,  there  are  always  a number  of  cases  in  the  infirmary  in  that 
condition  that  they  may  be  moved  back.  If  a case  of  disease  arises  under,  my  care,  I 
write  in  the  Prescription  Book,  “ This  case  to  be  removed  to  the  infirmary,”  and  when  I 
go  to  the  infirmary,  I select  a case  to  be  sent  in  place  of  it.  That  is  from  the  fact  of  the 
institution  being  full,  generally,  and  the  infirmary  not  being  exclusively  for  patients 
labouring  under  bodily  disease. 

1936.  Supposing  a case,  for  which  you  wished  to  provide  in  the  infirmary,  was  taken 
from  a refractory  or-  other  ward,  which  would  be  unsuitable  for  the  patient  that  you  were 
to  bring  back,  what  arrangement  would  you  make  in  that  case  ? — W ell,  I avoid  bringing 
refractory  patients  to  the  infirmary ; the  means  of  security,  bad  as  they  are  in  the  new 
house,  are  still  worse  in  the  infirmary.  In  that  case  I would  prefer  the  new  house. 

1937.  Generally  speaking,  a patient  is  exchanged,  and  takes  the  place  of  a patient  who 
has  been  removed  to  the  infirmary? — Precisely. 

1938.  Do  you  think  the  ordinary  rooms  or  dormitories  of  the  asylum  are  as  fitting  as 
the  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  disease  ?— No,  the  single  rooms  are  not 
at  all;  nothing  can  be  more  deficient  than  the  ventilation  of  the  single  rooms.  In  fact  I 
have  very  often  visited  early  in  the  morning,  when  the  doors  have  been  opened,  and  the 
air  is  exceedingly  foul.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  ventilation — I refer  to  the  new  asylum. 

1939.  Does  your  observation  with  regard  to  ventilation  apply  to  the  dormitories 
also  ? — It  does,  but  not  to  the  same  extent. 

1940.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  infirmary  is  conducted  by  the  matron? 
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— Tlie  matron  is  a very  zealous  and  attentive  officer.  I am  not  always  satisfied  with  the 
servants  in  any  part  of  the  institution. 

1941.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a case  of  acute  disease  occurring  amongst  the  inmates 
may  be  as  well  treated  in  the  ordinary  dormitories  as  in  the  infirmary  ? — No. 

1942.  At  what  hour  do  you  generally  visit  the  infirmaries  in  the  course  of  the  day?— I 
generally  visit  between  twelve  and  one  o’clock.  I sometimes  visit  the  new  house  first  • on 
other  occasions  I -visit  the  infirmary  before  going  to  the  asylum. 

1943.  Do  you  examine  the  bedding  and  conveniences  provided  for  the  sick  patients  ? 

I do,  very  frequently. 

1944.  Do  you  consider  that  they  are  adequate  ? — I do  not. 

1945.  Is  it  the  case  that  some  of  the  patients  have  only  one  sheet? — I am  not  aware 
that  the  practice  of  having  only  one  sheet  prevails  in  the  infirmary,  but  the  sheets  are 
very  bad. 

1946.  Are  the  rooms  in  the  infirmaries  kept  hi  a clean  state  ? — In  general  they  are. 

1947.  Have  many  of  the  patients  dirty  habits? — Yes,  a considerable  number 

1948.  Do  you  think  sufficient  attention  is  paid  to  those  patients  with  respect  to  cleanli- 
ness ? — The  means  are  imperfect — the  beds  are  unsuited  for  the  purpose.  I think  the 
matron  looks  very  closely  after  their  cleanliness ; I mean  the  matron  of  the  infirmary. 

1949.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  those  chamber  utensils  and  other  articles  which 
should  be  provided  in  such  an  infirmary,  for  such  cases  ? — There  is  an  insufficient  supply 
of  discharge  pans.  With  regard  to  what  are  called  chamber  utensils,  they  are  like  mostly  all 
the  furniture  supplied,  of  a very  inferior  character ; I have  known  patients  to  break  off  the 
rim  and  conceal  it. 

1950.  Is  there  a supply  of  chairs  in  the  infirmary  for  patients  not  confined  to  bed  ? 

— Not  a sufficient  supply. 

1951.  Are  the  kitchen  arrangements  of  the  infirmary  good? — No,  they  are  not  good. 
The  food  is  dressed  in  the  new  asylum  with  few  exceptions,  and  is  sent  to  the  infirmary. 

1952.  Is  the  kitchen  clean  ? — There  is  no  provision,  in  the  new  asylum,  for  the  escape 
of  the  vapour,  particularly  that  from  the  boilers ; it  and  the  smoke  ascend,  and  are  rotting 
the  ceiling. 

1953.  Is  the  supply  of  water  good? — It  is  not  good. 

1954.  Is  it  bad  in  quality,  and  liable  to  be  tainted  ? — The  supply  of  water  to  the 
infirmary  is  very  bad — the  proximity  to  the  sewer  renders  it  liable  to  be  tainted.  The 
water  is  not  good  in  quality. 

1955.  Is  there  sufficient  infirmary  accommodation  to  provide  for  the  separation  of  cases 
from  other  inmates,  in  the  event  of  fever,  epidemic,  or  contagious  diseases  breaking  out  ? 
— No ; as  I stated  before,  the  infirmary  is,  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  asylum,  per- 
verted from  its  legitimate  purpose. 

1956.  With  reference  to  the  new  asylum  now  under  your  charge,  do  you  visit  it  every 
second  day  ? — No,  I visit  it  daily,  the  rule  is  daily. 

1957..  Do  you  keep  any  medical  journal? — I make  notes  and  records  of  recent  and 
interesting  cases,  and  particularly  when  an  opportunity  presents  itself  to  me  of  conversing 
with  the  friends  and  relations  of  a patient,  and  thus  procuring  a complete  history  of  the  case. 

1958.  Do  you  keep  a medical  journal  similar  to  that  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107,  now  before  you  ? — I never  saw  that  before. 

1959.  By  whom  are  you  accompanied  in  your  attendance  upon  the  patients  in  the  new 
asylum  ? — By  the  resident  apothecary. 

1960.  Do  you  find  that  tlie  washing  and  cleansing  of  the  patients  is  properly  attended 
to  in  the  asylum? — I have  frequently  had  to  complain  of  the  dirt  of  individual  patients. 
Generally,  as  far  as  the  appliances  admit,  my  order  is — and  I believe  it  is  carried  out — 
that  every  patient,  unless  something  in  his  condition  contra-indicate  its  use,  is  to  get  a 
tepid  bath  once  a week. 

1961.  Have  you  satisfied  yourself  that  it  is  really  given  to  the  patients? — Well,  Ihaveno 
reason  to  doubt  it.  It  has  been  lately  stated  to  me  that  my  orders  are  not  always 
earned  out. 

1962.  What  is  the  earliest  hour  at  which  you  have  visited  the  asylum? — A little  after 
seven  o’clock. 

1963.  That  was  shortly  after  the  patients  had  risen  ? — Yes. 

1964.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  ventilation  of  the  asylum  ? — It  is  most  imperfect. 
When  the  single  rooms,  particularly,  have  just  been  opened  in  the  morning,  and  when  it 
is  necessary  to  shut  the  doors  and  windows,  there  are  no  means  of  admitting  air.  Then 
a patient  is  confined  in  an  atmosphere  which  becomes,  after  a little  time,  most  injurious 
to  the  health. 

1965-.  Do  the  artificial  arrangements  for  the  ventilation  work? — There  is  no  arrange- 
ment for  ventilation  in  the  doors  ; the  new  house  is  inferior  in  that  respect  to  the  old : 
there  is  no  means  of  letting  in  air.  The  windows  move  on  pivots,  and  air  may  be  admitted 
when  the.  windows  are  open,  but  they  are  so  insecure  that  when  a refractory  patient  is 
confined.it  is  necessary  to  have  them  closed.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  ventilation 
is  most  imperfect.  If  the  window  were  open,  the  patient  might  escape.  I have  tested 
this  myself. 

1966.  Are  there  any  effective  means  forthe  extraction  of  the  foul  air? — No  effective  means. 

1967.  Are  there  not  openings  in  the  ceiling  connected  with  a shaft? — There  are. 

1968.  Do  those  act  ? — They  do  not  answer  the  intended  purpose,  and  the  smell  is 
exceedingly  bad  when  a room  is  opened  in  which  a patient.has  just  slept. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


87 


1960.  From  what  reason  do  they  not  act  ? — I do  not  know ; hut  I am  aware  of  the  fact. 
I have  found  the  air  loaded  with  mephitic  odours  on  opening  the  door. 

1970.  Do  you  consider  the  apartments  unhealthy  ? — I do,  particularly  when  a patient  is 
any  time  confined. 

1971.  Your  observation  applies  to  the  dormitories  as  well  as  to  the  single  rooms? — 
What  I stated  before  applies  to  both,  but  especially  to  single  rooms. 

1972.  Are  there  any  means  of  warming  the  house? — There  are  no  hot  air  flues;  the 
fire  places  are  the  only  means  of  warming  the  house. 

1973.  Are  there  any  thermometers  in  use,  or  is  there  any  means  of  registering  the 
temperature  ? — No,  there  is  not.  The  house  is  very  cold  and  comfortless  in  winter. 

1974.  Do  yon  find  that  the  beds  in  use  in  the  asylum  are  properly  constructed  or  suit- 
able?— No;  the  bedsteads,  with  few  exceptions,  are  extremely  bad,  and  unsuited  for  the 
purpose. 

1975.  State  how? — They  can  easily  be  broken,  and  converted  into  weapons  of  offence — 
I mean  the  bedsteads  with  which  the  Board  of  Works  supply  the  house. 

1976.  What  kind  of  beds  are  generally  in  use  in  the  asylum? — Cocoa-nut  mattresses 
and  straw. 

1977.  Are  the  cocoa-nut  mattresses  placed  upon  the  bedsteads? — Yes,  and  they  rust, 
if  the  patients  happen  to  be  wet  patients.  It  is  a very  bad  sort  of  bed,  as  the  iron  laths 
rust. 

1978.  Is  the  bedding  given  to  the  patients  sufficient  ? — Well,  for  some  of  the  patients  it 
is  not  sufficient ; there  are  some  old  and  infirm  patients  that  require  more,  and  I wholly 
disapprove  of  the  counterpanes — they  are  very  light,  and  of  a very  bad  kind. 

1979.  Are  you  aware  what  amount  of  bedding  is  given  to  each  patient? — I am  not  aware 
exactly  of  the  amount.  I am  aware  that  the  supply  is  insufficient  in  many  cases  for  pro- 
per changing. 

1980.  Are  there  any  of  the  patients  who  have  only  a single  sheet? — I lately  saw  one 
with  a single  sheet,  and  the  matron  informed  me  the  patient  preferred  having  the  blanket 
next  over  him;  but  I am  not  aware  it  is  the  practice  to  have  only  one  sheet.  I have  so 
frequently  observed  the  contrary,  that  it  must  be  the  exception. 

1981  Is  the  furniture  in  the  day-rooms  sufficient — are  there  any  comfortable  chairs  for 
delicate  patients  ? — There  are  not.  I may  shortly  tell  you  that  the  furniture  of  the  day- 
rooms,  dormitories  and  single  rooms,  is  insufficient ; for  example,  there  are  many  patients 
that  would  enjoy  having  a table  and  chair  in  their  sleeping-rooms.  There  are  no  such 
things  : there  are  some  in  the  infirmary,  hut  not  through  the  house  generally. 

1982.  Are  there  any  seats  through  the  house,  except  forms  without  backs? — I do  not 
know  of  more  than  one.  There  is  no  comfortable  chair  in  the  whole  house,  and  no 
benches  with  backs. 

1983.  Is  there  any  furniture  in  the  corridors  of  any  kind  ? — No- 

1984.  No  place  where  the  patients  could  sit  down  ? — Not  in  the  corridors.  I would 
refer  to  the  Report  of  Messrs.  Wilkes  and  Donaldson,  that  “ The  house  has  been  furnished 
with  too  severe  an  economy.”  I would  quote  the  words  of  that  Report. 

1985.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  amusements  of  the  patients? — There  is  a 
dance  once  a-weelc  in  the  new  house,  and  many  of  them  enjoy  it.  We  have  also  given 
them  a hall  occasionally. 

1986.  Is  that  in  the  recreation-hall? — In  the  hall  that  you  may  have  seen,  and  they 
enjoy  it.  The  few  that  cannot  conduct  themselves  with  propriety  are  not  admitted,  of 
course.  Then  there  is  a racket-court,  and  I encourage,  as  much  as  possible,  their  walking 
about  the  grounds. 

1987.  Are  there  any  books  in  charge  of  the  attendants  in  the  various  wards,  which  could 
be  used  by  the  patients  ? — The  chaplains  give  books  and  the  resident  apothecary  lends 
hooks  to  the  patients ; but  there  is  not  what  there  ought  to  be,  I conceive — a library.  Some 
of  the  patients  would  like  amusing  books,  and  there  is  no  supply  of  them. 

1988.  Are  any  other  articles  supplied  which  could  afford  amusement  to  the  patients  ? — 
I have  some  times  given  them  a pack  of  cards  at  their  own  solicitation.  I have  sometimes 
seen  them  with  cards  so  dirty,  that  they  could  scarcely  see  them ; and  I have,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  brought  them  a pack. 

1989.  Are  there  sufficient  means  of  amusement  for  the  curative  treatment  of  the  insane? 
— By  no  means. 

1990.  Are  you  aware  bow  the  patients  spend  then'  evenings,  during  the  winter  months, 
between  dark  and  the  period  of  retiring  to  rest  ? — They  go  to  bed  at  an  extremely  early 
hour.  In  winter,  they  are  in  the  sitting-rooms,  and  many  of  the  patients  would  enjoy  a 
good  fire,  which  would  not  he  covered,  and  with  great  safety  such  might  be  allowed  in 
some  divisions.  I think  the  heating  is  most  imperfect. 

1991.  Would  you  consider  yourself  authorized  to  direct  the  removal  of  those  fire-guards  ? 
— In  some  parts  I would,  if  the  classification  could  be  carried  out  more  perfectly  than  it  is 
at  present.  There  is  a great  difficulty  about  it.  I may  tell  you  that  the  majority  of  the 
inmates  are  persons  that  could  not  be  safely  trusted.  A great  number  of  them  are  gene- 
rally what  are  called  idiotic ; many  of  them  would  fall  into  the  fire  and  get  burned;  and 
there  are  a vast  number  epileptic,  so  that  I think  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  remove  the 
guards  generally,  at  least  not  in  all  the  divisions. 

1992.  Whom  do  you  consider  to  hold  the  position  of  manager  in  the  new  asylum? — 
The  resident  apothecary  acts,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  manager.  He  is  under  Mr. 
Wrigley. 
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1993.  Do  you  receive  any  communications  from  liim  as  to  the  cases? — I do;  lie  lias 
long  experience.  He  has  been  apothecary  to  the  hospitals  of  the  House  of  Industry  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  J 

ks.  1994.  Who  compounds  the  medicines  for  the  asylum?— He  does,  with  his  assistant- 
m.  he  superintends.  I'» 

. 1995-  "^T10.  Ms  assistant? — One  of  the  clinical  clerks.  The  surgery  for  the  general 

institution  is  in  the  old  asylum,  but  he  has  a small  supply  of  medicines  for  urgent  use  in 
the  new  asylum.  ° 

199fi.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  clinical  clerk,  either  with  regard  to 
its  duties  or  to  the  object  for  which  the  office  was  founded,  should  be  held  by  the  assistant 
of  the  apothecary  ? — I do  not  think  it  ought.  I am  not  aware  whether,  since  his  appoint 
S^hat  haS  aCted  aS  apPrentice  t0 1116  apothecary.  As  a general  rule,  I would  not  approve 

IS.  19f  7‘JrS  n • 0P““0n  that  the  manager  of  this  institution  should  always  be  a medical 
”el!’  I tlnnk  there  should  be  either  a resident  medical  man,  or  there  should  be 
efficient  chrncal  clerks— senior  students,  such  as  we  have  in  the  adjoining  institution  the 
hospital  of  the  House  of  Industry,  to  which  I am  physician  also,  a system  that  works 
uncommonly  well.  There  should  be  a resident  medical  man,  who  would  superintend  the 
treatment  of  the  patients,  and  carry  out  the  directions  of  the  visiting  physician. 

1998.  But  in  the  event  of  the  services  of  an  eminent  medical  man  being  secured  for  the 

office  of  resident  physician  under  that  new  arrangement,  would  you  consider  it  necessarv 
to  have,  in  addition,  a visiting  physician? — I would.  * * 

1999.  Would  you  consider  the  visiting  physician  should  be  a person  obliged  to  visit  all 
the  patients  at  stated  periods  of  the  week,  or  that  he  should  be  merely  a consulting  nhv- 
sicmn,  t o be  called  in  as  the  resident  medical  man  might  think  necessary  ?— That  he  should 
be  a visitmg  physician  in  the  strictest  meaning  of  the  term,  not  a consulting  physician 
called  m when  the  medical  manager  might  think  it  expedient. 

y Ao2t°9° ° should  the  final  direction  of  the  treatment  to  be  pursued  in  that  case 
rest  / — With  the  visiting  physician. 

tll?°91.You,  d°  not  consider  that  the  familiarity  the  medical  manager  might  have  with 
the  teeatment  of  the  insane  would  justity  his  being  left  in  sole  medical  charge  of  the  insti 
tution,_ without  a visiting  physician  ? — I do  not,  and  I will  state  my  reasons.  I consider 
be  w rTdent  ?hy,Slciau  uP°.n  mfttters  connected  with  mental  disease  would 

fL  lie?  Ue’  S 10Uld  r?ceive  **  ?reatest  respect  from  the  visiting  physi- 
cian, but  I consider,  no  matter  howennnent  a resident  physician  may  be,  when  he  accepts 
of  theappomtment  of  resident  physician  and  manager  of  an  institution,  he  is  then  thrown 
to  & 2 T 1SrrtBi-  TT  &0‘  of  “>t  experience /ut7f  door? 

tutfen  fa  ^ mstltntlon  i ™d  I consider  the  smaller  the  insti- 

lS®  • ’ the  “Cie  unfitted  he  is.  He  has  no  experience  generally,  and  diseases  vary  and 
^le‘r  character.  f think,  Lreo v«£  that  the  supISn, 
SteLeet  ffLJ  exercises-without  meaning  the  slightest 

fa  Sable  to  H e hw  7'“®  Th/  P°  °n  ?f/eslden‘  physician-I  think  that  supervision 
do  the  1 K 1 mi“  1S  left  aloM  “nd  ia  irresponsible,  I think  he  may 

Men  of  th?  Mow  l0T8nl)'  ““T1’  “ ioast  1 thinl  ‘here  he  a tendency  to  that 
S p pr“fession’  aa.  for  example,  the  late  Dr.  John 

se^faes  of  sml/Tf  1 tha  offlce  of  Siting  physician  to  asylums;  bnt  the 

fun  f “ °“not  be  secm'ed  as  ™a®t  phyScians. 

nofhave^ae0^,^6?  6?^™-  by  be“S  mthdrawa  from  daily  practice,  might 
any  adT^L T4?1  disease  in  general/ would  he  hfve 

Se  VrM  w °f  ‘bB.  bodily  iU-ess  of  lunatics,  from  his  know- 

lTS^S^T  ij?teiia,r5aany,'I!0.ia  E0t  50  famUiar  th™  My  etate?- 
aw/e  Of  an?dWor„n  ph5,.slmm  visits  an  asylum  every  day,  must 

amount  of  knowlpdo-P  + a^  may  a^1Sf.  m ?tate  Patients.  It  requires  a greater 

sane  Many  cornnrLl  A'  c°1’P°rea^  Lseases  in  the  insane,  than  in  persons  who  are 
are  onlvdisMveShWv^  S°‘  7 msane  aSBUme  wbat  is  called  a latent  character,  and 
think  a vSv  MoWd.b  application  of  the  most  improved  system  of  examination.  I 
“ f £ « 18  necessaV  t0  Mr-nine  and  distinguish  the  die- 

/To?  what  TfT  T CT10‘ teU  you  wba‘  is  4116  matto  him  like  a sane 
yoT?K^mea£?  & T aM  Y»“  find  those  things  out  for 

Les  of  ST&^diT/sTits:4  “ YCT7  oftm  more  “ teatJbe  dis‘ 
ha.ve'the  gT*  '-eW  op  an  arrangement  by  which  the  medical  manager  should 

/ ms“e  pfsons'  Purely  as  such,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
with  hbertv  to  the  mS,  ?harge  °f  SUOb  Pa-tlents  aB  may  be  affected  with  other  ailments, 

’Well  I think  +w  o nranager  to call  in  the  visiting  physician  to  see  an  insane  case? 

giving  the  sole  ebaroo  angement  might  act  well;  it  certainly  would  be  better  than 
SexpZdfant?1  h 8 ‘ °“6  resident  physician;  but  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  most 

to  attended  befagal ^ /a  advantfige,  or  otherwise,  to  patients  who  are  enabled 
in  thfainstitution  f 7!?  •t°,g70  worsliP.  “d  to  have  the  mfaistrations  of  chaplains 

effect.3  “re  ministrations  of  chaplains  often  have  a most  beneficial 

of  tact  and^fudgmentor  not!1””1  4116  m<m  Wk°  hapPeus  to  be  chaplain,  whether  he  fa  a man 

Supposing  you  considered  it  unavoidable  that  a patient’s  mind  should  be  disturbed 
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br  any  excitement  on  religious  questions,  have  you  any  authority  to  direct  that  that  patient  Dublin. 
should  not  receive  the  visitation  of  the  chaplain  ? — I think  the  physician  ought  to  be  the  ^ Itidmond 
person  to  decide,  and  as  to  authority,  I do  not  think  if  the  chaplain  and  physician  acted  District^yhwi. 
harmoniously  together,  that  there  would  be  any  necessity  to  exert  the  authority.  I have  John  Thomas  Banks, 
recommended  that  certain  patients  should  not  be  admitted  to  religious  worship,  and  I have  Esu.,  m.b.,f.k.q.p.i. 
always  been  met  by  the  chaplains  in  the  spirit  in  winch  my  advice  was  intended.  I think 
the  religious  ministrations  have  often  a very  soothing  effect  upon  patients. 

2000.  What  are  the  arrangements  under  which  patients  are  sent  to  the  new  asylum? — Admission  of 
They  are  received  at  the  old  house,  and  I have,  over  and  over  again,  had  occasion  to  patients 10  the  ne"r 
remonstrate  with  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  this  part  of  the  business  is  conducted.  8y  um‘ 

I have,  over  and  over  again,  received  patients  without  any  sort  of  information,  and  I have 

been  informed  that  their  friends,  who  accompanied  them  to  the  asylum,  are  gone  away,  and  I 

have  not  had  the  means  of  communicating  with  them.  I have  repeatedly  complained  of  Want  of  information 

this  to  the  manager,  who  is  the  person  that  receives  the  patients..  The  general  practice  is  to  ^a^r£yheir  Previoua 

send  the  admission  paper,  and  the  amount  of  information  on  it  is  exceedingly  meagre.  It 

is  always  satisfactory,  whether  a patient  is  sane  or  insane,  to  get  as  much  information  about 

the  case  as  we  can,  and  from  that  I am  frequently  debarred. 

2007.  Have  you  access  to  the  registry  of  inmates  kept  by  the  manager  ? — Yes,  I have 
before  me  a transcript  of  those  admission  papers,  which  are  very  imperfect  ; it  merely 
states  what  is  on  their  admissiou  ticket,  as  it  is  called;  and  in  many  cases  there  is  no  infor- 
mation at  all — such,  for  example,  as  in  the  cases  that  come  from  the  gaols. 

2008.  In  all  cases  the  registry  would  afford  the  information  pointed  out  in  the  first 
schedule  of  the  Act? — Yes;  the  religion,  the  name,  the  age,  and  sometimes  the  form  of 
insanity.  What  I mean  to  convey  to  you  is,  that  as  a history  of  a patient,  or  a guide,  it  is 
most  imperfect.  It  would  be  desirable  the  patients  were  admitted  directly  to  the  new 
asylum. 

2009.  Inasmuch  as  the  admission  of  a patient  need  only  be  accompanied  by  the  infor-  Direct  admission  to 
mation  which  is  contained  in  the  registry,  what  further  information  would  you  necessarily 

get  by  a patient  being  admitted  directly  at  the  new  asylum  ? — When  a patient  is  admitted 
directly,  he  is  always  accompanied  by  some  one  ; in  many  cases  the  mother,  or  a brother, 
or  father,  or  relative  comes,  unless  it  is  from  a gaol;  you  have  then  an  opportunity  of  ques- 
tioning the  parties  on  the  several  circumstances  connected  with  the  case. 

2010.  Then  you  consider  the  admission  of  the  patients  taking  place  at  the  old  asylum 
debars  you  from  having  that  communication  with  the  friends  of  the  patient,  which  you 
might  otherwise  have  ? — In  a great  number  of  instances. 

2011.  You  would  not  necessarily  be  present  at  the  asylum  when  the  patients  and  their 
friends  came.  I presume,  in  that  case,  Mr.  Beatty  would  have  to  act  ? — It  has  very  often 
happened  that  I have  been  present  myself,  and  in  my  absence,  whenever  the  friends  of  a 
patient  accompany  him,  Mr.  Beatty  takes  a note,  which  he  would  give  me  on  my  next  visit. 

2012.  With  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  patients  between  the  new  and  old  asylum  Distribution  of 
are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  in  that  respect  ? — Well,  the  distribution  is  supposed  Patieuts- 

"to  be,  so  far  as  the  males  are  concerned,  alternate ; I cannot  speak  positively  from  my  own 
knowledge,  but  it  has  been  stated  to  me,  that  a worse  class  of  patients  are  selected  for  my 
house  thau  for  the  old  asylum.  That  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Beatty,  who  is  constantly  on 
the  spot. 

2013.  Is  there  a large  number  of  suicidal  cases  in  your  charge  ? — Yes.  Suicidal  and 

2014.  Is  there  a large  number  of  epileptic  cases  ? — Yes.  epi  ep  1C  ca3e3' 

2015.  Have  you,  by  visiting  the  old  asylum  or  otherwise,  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  have  an  undue  proportion  of  those  cases  in  the  new  asylum  ? — I derive  my  information 
on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Beatty. 

2016.  What  class  of  patients  are  usually  admitted? — Generally  of  the  worst  classes,  with 
some  exceptions. 

2017.  When  the  patients  are  sent  to  you,  are  you  informed  whether  they  have  been 
passed  through  the  gaols  as  dangerous  lunatics  or  not? — Many  of  them.  I have  got 
batches  of  them — for  example,  sixteen  in  one  batch  from  the  Penitentiary.  I am  always 
informed  as  to  the  fact  of  their  passing  through  the  gaol. 

2018.  Are  you  satisfied  that  those  who  are  committed  as  dangerous  lunatics,  and  come 
•to  you  as  such,  have  been  fairly  committed  as  dangerous  lunatics? — Indeed,  in  a great 

many  cases,  I think  not  I cannot  say  but  they  may  have  done  something  that  might  be 
construed  to  be  dangerous-  The  legal  proceeding  is  to  swear  before  a magistrate  a person 
is  dangerous,  and,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  house,  they  constantly  remain  weeks, 
and  sometimes  months,  in  the  gaols. 

2019.  What  proportion  of  incurables  do  you  suppose  you  have  in  your  asylum  at 

present  ? — More  than  three-fourths.  . . ,.  , , ... 

2020.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  convert  that  new  asylum  into  a A curative  Hospital, 
curative  hospital  for  both  sexes  ? — Yes. 

2021.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  old  Richmond  As3'lum  ? — Yes. 

2022.  Do  you  think  that  as  suitable  for  such  cases? — I do  not  think  it  is  so  well  suited. 

2023.  Are  the  attendants  generally,  in  the  new  asylum,  well  qualified  for  their  duties  ? 

— Not  generally. 

2024.  Is  the  remuneration  given  to  them  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  Attendants, 

nurses  and  attendants  ? I think,  in  this  country,  it  is.  I think  the  remuneration  is  suffi- 

cient for  the  class  of  persons  generally  employed;  but  I think  there  ought  to  be  some 
superior  officers. 

N 
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2025.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  consider  the  services  of  the  better  class  of  superior 

attendants  in  each  ward  would  be  essential  in  a curative  hospital  of  the  kind  ? Well  I 

think  it  would  be  a safeguard  having  persons  of  a superior  class  to  superintend  the  others- 
it  would  be  a great  means  of  preventing  irregularities. 

202G.  I mean  a superior  nurse,  with  a higher  salary, in  each  ward? — The  ordinary  class 
of  servants  might  be  of  a higher  grade,  and  I think  it  would  probably  work  well  if  there 
was  a superior  over  each  division,  or  over  every  two  divisions;  the  superintendent’s 
attendance  not  to  be  confined  to  particular  wards.  I have  sometimes  found,  and  more 
particularly  amongst  some  of  the  old  servants,  a great  tendency  to  punish  the  patients 
which  I have,  to  the  utmost  extent,  discountenanced. 

2027  In  what  way  have  you  found  them  inclined  to  punish? — I once  found  a woman 
with  her  hands  tied  behind  her  back ; it  was  a day  or  two  before  the  women  were  removed 
from  the  new  house,  which  has  been  in  a sort  of  transition  state.  It  received  a number  of 
women,  for  the  time,  then  they  were  sent  back  to  the  old  house.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  I found  patients  tied  by  the  attendants,  on  the  supposition  that  they  were 
dangerous. 

2028.  What  steps  did  you  take  with  reference  to  that  case  where  the  person  was  under 
restraint  ? — It  was  done  bjr  a nurse,  an  old  servant  in  the  house ; and  formerly,  as  I hear 
there  was  a good  deal  of  restraint  used.  This  woman  tied  the  patient’s  hands  together. 
The  women  over  whom  she  was  placed  were  to  leave  the  house  within  a few  days;  and 
on  speaking  over  the  matter  with  Mr.  Beatty,  he  agreed  that,  as  the  case  could  not 
possibly  occur  again,  it  might  be  passed  over  with  a strong  reprimand. 

2029.  In  point  of  fact,  it  could  never  occur  again  in  that  asylum  as  regards  these 
parties  ? — The  woman  remained  as  an  attendant  in  the  new  asylum,  then  becoming  an 
asylum  exclusively  for  men. 

2030.  Are  there  any  means  of  mechanical  restraint  at  the  disposal  of  the  servants  gene- 
rally ?— There  are  strait  waistcoats.  I must  beg  of  you  to  allow  me  to  mention,  with 
regard  to  restraint,  that  we  have  endeavoured,  to  the  utmost  extent,  to  do  without  it ; but 
the  total  abolition  of  restraint  in  the  asylum,  as  it  is  at  present,  is  impossible.  It  may 
happen  that  weeks  or  months  will  pass  over  without  it  being  necessary  to  restrain  patients. 

2031.  Do  you  think  if  the  windows  were  rendered  more  secure,  and  the  arrangements 
generally  more  complete,  that  restraint  could  be  better  dispensed  with  ? — Yes,  especially 
if  there  were  padded  rooms. 

2032.  Now,  as  regards  the  qualifications  of  the  attendants,  I understood  you  to  say  that 
you  thought,  for  the  existing  attendants  in  Ireland,  the  rate  of  wages  is  sufficient;  do  you 
think  the  rate  of  wages  now  given  is  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons 
to  take  charge  of  the  insane  ?■ — I do  not. 

2033.  Do  you  think  the  diet  sufficient,  and  that  it  is  judiciously  varied? — Sometimes 
there  is  not  sufficient  vegetables,  but  I think  the  dietary  is  a fair  one. 

2034.  Have  you  reported  the  want  of  vegetables  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  or  to  the 
manager  ? — I have  represented  it  to  the  manager. 

2035.  Are  those  representations  contained  in  any  book,  or  were  they  merely  verbal  ?— 
With  regard  to  my  communications  with  the  Board,  I make  some  in  writing,  and  some 
viva  voce.  I do  not  remember,  at  this  moment,  whether  I communicated  in  writing  to 
Mr.  Wrigley  with  regard  to  the  vegetables. 

2036.  Your  communications  are  not  recorded  in  any  book?— I am  not  aware  that  they 
are. 

2037.  Have  your  representations  been  attended  with  any  benefit,  or  followed  by  any 
improvement? — Very  often  without  any  benefit.  The  Board,  I must  say,  are  always 
ready  to  act  on  any  suggestions  the  medical  men  make  to  them  with  respect  to  the 
arrangements  of  the  asylum.  Applications  must  be  made  for  every  thing  for  the  new 
house  to  the  manager  and  matron,  and  I have  been  informed  that  the  supplies  of  various 
articles  are  insufficient ; I may  mention  soap,  for  example. 

2038.  You  mean  by  bathing,  washing  the  whole  person? — Yes.  I have  directed  every 
person  in  the  institution,  unless  I give  an  order  against  it,  to  get  a general  bath  once  :a 
week.  That  is  the  practice  in  the  new  house. 

2039.  To  wash  the  entire  person  once  a week? — -Yes,  that  is  my  order;  and  I consider 
the  supply  of  soap  is  insufficient,  and  also  the  means  of  drying  the  patient  after  the  bath. 
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Dublin,  7th  November,  1856. 

Dublin. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Mr.  Lutwedge,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Dr.  Corrigan,  TAe  Richmond 
and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary.  District  Asylum— 

Richmond  District  Asylum — (contimied).  (continued). 

Pakenham  Beatty,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined.  P.  Beatty,  Esq. 


2040.  What  office  do  you  hold  at  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum?— I am  resident:  ^uties^th^^w 
apothecary.  That  is  my  appointment.  In  addition  to  that  duty  I act  as  manager  to  the  Asylum. 

new  branch  of  the  establishment;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  surgeon,  I attend  day  and 
night  cases  of  emergency  that  arise,  both  medical  and  surgical.' 

2041.  How  long  have  you  held  your  appointment  in  connexion  with  the  Richmond 
Asylum  ?— Since  it  first  opened,  forty-two  or  forty-three  years  ago.  I was  visiting 
apothecary  till  the  new  branch  opened,  and  then  I was  appointed  resident  apothecary. 

For  twenty  years  of  the  time  I was  the  apothecary  attached  to  the  hospitals  of  the  House 
of  Industry. 

2042.  Were  there  any  instructions  communicated  to  you  on  the  occasion  of  your  being 
appointed  to  superintend  the  new  asylum? — In  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  I am  reported 
as  being  superintendent.  I do  not  recollect  that  there  were  any  particular  instructions 
given  to  me. 

2043.  Were  you  in  any  way  informed  as  to  the  duties  you  would  have  to  discharge  as 
superintendent  of  the  new  asylum,  and  of  your  position  in  relation  to  the  manager,  Mr. 

Wrigley  ? — N ot  at  that  time.  I was  given  to  understand  that  I should  manage  and  conduct 
the  asylum.  I had  to  open  and  arrange  it,  and  put  every  thing  in  a proper  state  in  it;  and 
afterwards  I was  informed  that  Mr.  Wrigley  was  my  superior  officer  there., 

2044.  Were  those  instructions  given  to  you  by  the  Inspectors  or  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors?— I did  not  get  instructions  on  the  subject,  but  I understood  myself  he  was  that.  I 
should  say  the  Inspectors  more  than  the  Governors,  for  I was  more  in  contact  with  them ; 
but  I did  not  get  special  orders  on  the  subject  from  either.  I got  verbal  instructions. 

2045.  Were  all  the  instructions  verbal? — They  were. 

2046.  How  long  were  you  in  charge  of  the  new  asylum  before  you  were  informed  that 
you  were  to  act  under  Mr.  Wrigley  ? — I could  not  say  how  long. 

2047.  Practically,  what  authority  does  the  manager  exercise  in  the  new  asylum  ?—  Not 
much.  Wrhen  he  chooses  to  come  and  exercise  authority,  it  is  never  disputed.  Even 
before  instructions  were  given,  I always  acknowledged  the  manager  was  the  superior 
officer.  If  you  mean,  does  he  come  and  exercise  his  authority  frequently,  I have  to  say  he 
does  not;  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  him  doing  so.  He  has  been  there  on  different 
occasions,  and  generally  came  to  the  kitchen  to  see  after  the  stores ; but  as  for  going 
round  the  house,  and  making  an  inspection  of  the  patients,  that  has  not  been  done. 

2048.  Who,  then,  discharges,  in  the  new  asylum,  the  duty  which  the  regulations  of  Acts  as  Manager 
1843  require  should  be  performed  by  a manager  ? — I do,  with  the  exception  that  I do  not  * ere‘ 
procure  any  thing.  I procure  things  through  the  manager  latterly;  at  first  I procured  them 

from  the  Board,  and  it  was  said  that  course  was  attended  with  inconvenience,  and  I was 
ordered  to  get  the  things  through  him. 

2049.  What  books  do  you  keep  in  the  institution? — I may  say  I keep  almost  none.  new  Asylum the 

2050.  By  whom  are  the  register  and  other  books  connected  with  the  new  asylum  kept? — 

They  are  kept  at  the  old  house. 

2051.  Do  you  make  any  communication  to  Mr.  Wrigley  with  reference  to  the  daily 
condition  of  the  house  ? — No,  I do  not. 

2052.  Then  how  can  the  morning  statement  book  be  filled  up  at  the  old  asylum  as 
regards  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  under  your  charge  ? — Because  he  knows  all  about  the 
admissions  before  I get  the  patients,  and  I send  down  a return  to  him  of  the  deaths  and 
discharges  about  which  he  does  not  know.  I send  him  the  name  of  each  patient  that  dies, 
and  the  time. 

2053.  Do  you  make  a return  to  Mr.  Wrigley  daily,  of  the  number  of  patients,  employed  ? 

— I do  not. 

2054.  How  can  he  fill  up  the  morning  statement  book  with  a return  of  the  numbers 

employed  when  he  does  not  receive  it  from  you  for  the  new  asylum  ? — “He  knows  that  the 
class  of  patients  we  have  are  nearly  unfit  to  work.  There  are  none  working  out  in  the 
gardens,  they  are  doing  the  work  about  our  place — digging  and  improving  about  the 
grounds.  I do  not  make  any  return  to  him.  , 

2055.  Do  you  make  a return  of  the  number  of  patients  under  restraint  or  seclusion? — 

I do  not. 

2056.  Mr.  Wrigley  is,  therefore,  equally  unable  to  fill  up  the  morning  statement,  bo  ok  on 
that  point  ? — Yes ; they  have  never  been  required. 

2057.  Have  you  ever  kept  a want  book?— I did,  until  last  January,  a want  and  -a 

communication  book.  • 

■ 2058.  Why  did  you  cease  at  that  time  to  keep  the  book? — By  direction  of  the  Governors 
and  Dr.  'White  at  the  Board-room.  They  told  me  it  was  inconvenient  keeping  it. 

2059.  Do  you  mean  Dr.  White,  the  Inspector  of  Asylums  ? — I do.  I got  the  dir  ections 
at  the  Board  also.  Mr.  Wrigley  was  adverse  to  my  keeping  that  book  from  the  beginning. 

2060.  In  what  way  do  you  now  communicate  to  the  Board  any  matters  which  you  may  Communications  to 
wish  to  bring  under  their  consideration? — Through  Dr.  Banks,  verbally.  When  he  goes  A1cting*Manager  of 
to  the  Board  I always  get  him- to  communicate  those  things  which  I used  to  communicate  the  new  Asylum. 
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direct  to  the  Board,  which  I would  have  preferred  much  going  on  doing.  Any  thing 
I want  I get  through  Mr.  Wrigley.  It  is  left  optional  with  him  to  order  what  I apply  for. 

2061.  Do  you  communicate  with  Mr.  Wrigley  in  writing  or  verbally? — My  applications 
are  in  writing.  There  is  a book  with  printed  forms  of  application,  having  blocks  and 
leaves  to  cut  off.  We  say,  please  send  to  us,  in  the  new  asylum,  so-and-so. 

2062.  In  case  you  may  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  any  matters  connected 
with  the  new  asylum  which  did  not  involve  an  actual  supply  of  articles,  in  what  manner 
do  you  make  known  your  views  ? — Through  Mr.  Wrigley. 

2063.  In  writing? — In  writing,  certainly.  It  would  have  been  much  more  satisfactory 
if  I was  allowed  to  go  on  with  the  want  book. 

2064.  The  provisions  for  the  new  asylum  being  supplied  from  the  old  asylum,  do  you 
consider  it  necessary  to  make  any  particular  inspection  of  them  ? — Yes.  I should  explain, 
perhaps,  that  the  steward  and  providor,  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  receives  the  beef  and  bread,  and 
has  the  inspection  of  them.  He  then  sends  it  up  to  our  asylum,  and  the  doctors  exercise 
a very  strict  surveillance  over  it.  I also  inspect  it  very  frequently  myself.  Beer,  oatmeal 
and  rice,  come  direct  to  us  without  any  inspection. 

2065.  Do  you  consider  it  your  duty,  as  superintendent  of  the  new  asylum,  to  see  that 
the  subordinate  officers  acquit  themselves  of  their  duties  with  regularity  and  care  ? — I do. 

2066.  In  case  you  find  any  irregularity  in  that  respect,  how  do  you  bring  it  under  the 
notice  of  the  Board? — I write  a complaint  to  the  Board. 

2067.  Do  you  not  keep  any  daily  statement  book  in  which  those  matters  should  be 
recorded  ? — No. 

2068.  As  the  manager  does  not  regularly  visit  the  asylum,  he  would,  of  course,  be 
unable  to  make  such  statements  in  the  daily  statement  book? — I have  made  reports  to  him 
directly  of  irregularities,  but  more  generally  to  the  Board. 

2069.  Do  you  communicate  directly  to  the  manager  each  day  that  you  may  find  miscon- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  subordinate  officers? — I do  not.  I should  add,  that  there  is  no 
occurrence  takes  place  in  the  house  but  I always  communicate  it  to  Dr.  Banks,  and  take 
his  advice  as  to  what  I should  do.  I get  Dr.  Banks  to  reprimand  the  servants  himself, 
and,  if  that  does  not  do,  I communicate  with  the  Board. 

2070.  Do  you  attend  at  the  hours  of  meals  to  see  that  they  are  properly  served  up? — 
Nearly  always. 

2071.  Do  you  daily  inspect  all  the  wards? — Oh,  yes;  I go  several  times  round  the 
wards  in  the  day. 

2072.  Do  you  go  through  the  galleries  at  night,  after  the  patients  have  retired  to  bed, 
to  see  that  all  is  in  order? — Frequently  I do;  not  constant^. 

. 2073.  Do  you  communicate  with  the  visiting  physician,  Dr.  Banks,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  visits,  with  reference  to  the  cases  of  the  several  patients? — Invariably;  and  I go  round 
with  him  always  to  bring  them  under  his  notice. 

_ 2074.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  subordinate  servants  generally 
discharge  their  duties  in  the  asylum? — Generally  speaking,  I am.  There  are  some 
exceptions. 

2075.  Are  they  persons  who  are  competent  to  assist  in  the  carrying  out  of  such  mental 
treatment  as  Dr.  Banks  may  direct  ? — They  are  not  all  so.  There  are  men  there,  I think, 
not  competent  for  the  duties  they  perform. 

2076.  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  not  efficient  servants  for  a curative  institution  ? — Cer- 
tainly not.  Two  of  them  I could  say  not,  decidedly.  One  man  is  a tailor ; he  was  sent 
there  from  the  old.  asylum,  with  two  very  imbecile  tailors,  to  make  clothes.  On  that 
account  I put  up  with  him,  though  he  is  not  fit  to  be  a keeper.  The  last  man  appointed 
is  asthmatic ; he  is  totally  unfit  for  a place  of  the  kind,  and  still  he  is  a man  of  good 
character. 

2077.  Who  is  the  next  person  in  authority  in  the  new  asylum  ? — The  assistant  matron. 

2078.  What  are  her  duties  ? — To  look  after  the  cooking,  the  beds  and  the  bedding,  and 
the  cleanliness  of  the  inner  clothing — shirts,  and  stockings  ; and  to  see  that  the  wards  are 
kept  in  due  order. 

2079.  Is  the  assistant  matron  placed  under  your  authority? — She  does  not  acknowledge 
that.  She  says  Mrs.  Wrigley  is  the  matron.  She  ought  to  be  under  my  authority. 

2080.  Have  you  ever  received  any  instructions  as  to  your  relative  duties? — We  have 
not.  It  would  have  been  pleasanter  to  both  if  we  had. 

2081.  What  is  the  number  of  attendants  in  the  new  asylum  altogether  ? — Twelve  men 
and  twelve  women. 

2082.  Has  the  number  of  female  servants  diminished  or  increased  since  the  female 
patients  left  the  house? — The  number  has  remained  the  same. 

2083.  Is  there  sufficient  occupation  for  that  number  of  female  attendants,  now  that 
there  are  no  female  patients  in  the  asylum  ? — I think  they  are  almost  slaved ; they  are 
continually  working.  The  men  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cleaning  of  the  house ; they 
attend  to  the  patients.  The  patients  do  most  of  the  scouring  work,  the  women  superin- 
tending, and  constantly  having  to  assist.  I may  add,  if  the  floors  could  be  polished,  so  as 
to  avoid  scouring,  it  would  be  a great  benefit  to  the  institution. 

2084.  Are  the  patients  employed  in  the  house  ? — They  are,  a great  many  of  them. 

2085.  Would  they  not  be  capable  of  performing  some  of  the  work  that  is  now  performed 
by  the  servants  ? — They  do  perform  the  work  that  female  servants  should  do ; the  women 
would  not  be  able  to  do  it  but  for  the  men. 

2086.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  could  not  reduce  the  number  of  female  servants 
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without  giving  more  extended  employment  to  the  patients  in  the  establishment? — Not  Dublin. 

unless  you  took  men  to  attend  them.  If  you  dispense  with  the  women,  you  should  have  77|fi  Richmond 
more  male  keepers.  It  is  said  to  be  objectionable  to  have  females  amongst  the  men.  District  Asylum. 

2087.  What  is  the  general  class  of  patients  in  your  asylum  ? — There  is  a large  number  p.  Beatty,  Esq. 
of  epileptic  cases ; there  are  idiotic  and  suicide  cases,  and  incurables ; and  there  are  very  The  class  of  Patients 
few  indeed,  of  whose  recovery  there  is  a chance.  in  the  new  Asylum. 

2088-  A large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  Island-bridge  were  transferred  to  your 
asylum  ?— Yes,  a very  large  proportion. 

2089-  They  are  mostly  chronic  cases  ? — Yes. 

2090.  Could  you  state  about  how  many  were  transferred  from  Island-bridge  to  your 
asylum? — About  seventy-six,  I think. 

2091-  That  is  more  than  half  the  number  in  your  establishment? — Yes;  we  have  149  to- 
day. The  best  of  those  from  Island-bridge  were  kept  at  the  old  house,  and  the  worst  were 
sent  up  to  us.  As  well  as  I can  learn,  they  have  not  got  more  than  two  male  epileptics  in 
the  old  establishment.  I mean  to  convey  that  there  was  a selection  made  of  the  inferior 
class  of  cases  for  us. 

2092.  Is  a daily  inspection  of  the  house  made  by  Mr.  Wrigley  ? — No. 

2003  How  often  has  he  inspected  within  the  last  month  ? — He  has  not  been  round  the  The  inspection  by 

'”DW  x the  Manager, 

wards  at  all  tins  last  month. 

2094.  How  often  has  he  been  round  the  wards  for  the  last  six  months? — I do  not 
recollect  him  going  round  the  wards  for  the  last  six  months. 

2095.  Has  he  been  round  the  grounds? — Yes,  I brought  him  in  myself  within  the  last 

two  months.  . 

2096.  Did  he  inspect  the  patients  in  the  wards  on  that  occasion  ? — He  did  not.  The 
thing  has  been  left  very  much  to  me. 

2097.  Is  the  house  cold  ?— It  is.  _ VentUation,  warm- 

2098.  Is  there  any  arrangement  for  the  warming  of  the  house  beyond  fire-places? — 1Dg’ 

None  beyond  fire-places.  . 0 

2099.  Are  the  fire-places  in  the  galleries  in  the  outer  or  inner  walls  r — In  the 


outer  walls. 

2100.  Are  the  galleries  extensive  ? — Yes. 

2101.  Are  they  much  used  by  the  patients  ? — They  are  in  wintertime. 

2102.  Are  the  fires  lighted  in  the  galleries  in  winter  ? — Yes,  all  the  fires. 

2103.  How  is  the  house  ventilated  ? — By  means  of  the  windows  and  air-holes  out  of  the 
dormitories  and  cells. 

2104.  Is  the  ventilation  defective  ? — Decidedly  not ; quite  the  reverse. 

2105.  Have  the  artificial  arrangements  for  ventilation  ever  worked  ? — Never,  they  are 
defective  in  the  roof;  there  is  no  means  of  letting  in  air,  into  the  cells  particularly. 

2106  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  ascertaining  whether  the  atmosphere  of  the  rooms 
was  pure  during  the  night? — Frequently  it  is  quite  the  reverse ; I call  it  poisonous.  When 
a patient  is  confined  for  a day  or  two,  the  smell  is  very  bad. 

2107.  Does  that  apply  to  the  dormitories? — It  applies  to  the  cells  particularly,  and  to 
the  dormitories  at  night.  We  have  ten  patients  in  a large  dormitory,  and  if  you  go  in 
there  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  air  is  very  foul  indeed. 

2108.  Are  there  fire-places  in  the  dormitories  ? — No. 

2109.  Are  the  windows  of  proper  construction  ? — We  do  not  approve  of  their  construc- 
tion at  all ; they  let  in  the  rain,  and  do  not  open  sufficiently.  The  sashes  are  of  a 
weak,  poor  kind  ; a man  could  smash  them  across. 

2110.  Have  you  had  cases  of  patients  attempting  to_get  through  windows,  or  breaking  The  window-fittings, 
the  sashes?— They  could  get  out.'  We  had  no  case  of  their  breaking  them.  First  we  had  &c. 

no  pins  to  fasten  them,  and  they  used  to  turn  them  inside  out.  The  pin  is  put  into  the 
sash  outside,  which  prevents  them  coming  down  much. 

2111.  Does  that  operation  prevent  the  windows  being  perfectly  cleaned?— No. 

2112.  Are  the  walls  of  the  corridors  plastered?— No,  they  are  whitewashed  brick.  We 
use  freestone,  which  is  a very  great  curse  in  the  institution,  and  the  dust,  when  there  is 
sweeping,  lies  on  the  inequalities  of  surface  on  the  walls. 

2113.  Are  the  walls  damp?— Part  of  the  house  is  very  damp.  The  front  of  the  house  Walls, 

is  damper  than  the  other  portions  of  it.  . 

2114.  Are  the  doors  of  the  cells  properly  secured  ?— -They  are  not.  They  are  double  Doors, 
panelled.  They  have  been  kicked  through  by  a man  with  his  bare  heel  I mean  the  inner 
panel,  and  not  the  outer  one.  There  are  no  holes  in  the  doors  to  let  you  see  m,  ana  it 

is  a very  great  mistake  that  we  cannot  look  into  the  rooms.  The.  night  watchman,  unless 
he  opens  the  doors,  which  disturbs  the  patients,  cannot  see  what  is  going  on.  . 

2115.  What  sort  of  bedsteads  are  in  use  ?— Principally  iron  for  the  epileptic  patients.  Bedsteads  and 

There  are  fourteen  in  the  cells,  seven  on  each  side,  besides  some  new  ones  we  got  m from  e ®* 
our  own  Governors.  ■ 

2116.  Are  those  iron  bedsteads  also  ? — No,  they  are  wooden  bedsteads. 

2117.  Is  it  the  case  that  some  of  the  bedsteads  cannot  be  moved  out  of  the  cells 

Yes,  the  wooden  ones  that  were  made  in  the  cells,  and  it  is  a great  inconvenience  they 
cannot  be  moved  out.  ...... 

2118.  Do  you  consider  the  iron  bedsteads  dangerous,  from  the  facility  with  which 
patients  might  break  them,  and  use  portions  of  them  to  injure  themselves  or  others?— I 
consider  them  very  dangerous.  They  can  break  the  sheet  iron,  and  make  a saw  to  saw 
their  throats,  if  so  inclined. 
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2119.  What  beds  are  used  in  the  asylum? — Cocoa-nut  mattresses  and  straw. 

2120.  Are  those  injured  by  the  iron  bedsteads? — Very  much.  The  iron  marks  the 
tickens,  and  rusts  them.  Even  where  the  patients  do  not  wet  the  beds,  the  perspiration 
gets  down  and  marks  the  iron;  otherwise  the  cocoa-nut  beds  are  very  good  for  dry  patients 
but  they  do  not  answer  at  all  for  wet  patients. 

2121.  Do  you  put  straw  mattresses  under  the  cocoa-nut  beds  ? — Never. 

2122.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  sheeting  and  other  bedding  in  the  house  ? — I would 
say  not ; I would  say  the  supply  is  scanty. 

2123.  How  frequently  does  it  admit  of  the  sheeting  being  changed? — Not  fully  once 
a-week.  They  only  change  a portion ; about  ten  or  a dozen  pair  of  sheets  will  be  changed 
in  the  week  in  each  division.  The  nurse  will  take  the  worst  sheet,  perhaps,  and  give  a 
single  sheet  in  place  of  the  bad  one. 

2124.  Have  you  ever  represented  this  want  to  the  Governors  or  to  the  manager  ? — No  • 
I have  frequently  talked  to  Dr.  Banks  about  it.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  matron  to  do  so* 
and  I understand  she  has  remonstrated  about  it.  I am  told  there  is  not  a sufficient  sup- 
ply of  shirts,  and  that  there  is  a very  poor  supply  of  stockings. 

2125.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  water  to  the  house  ? — There  is  not. 

2126.  What  is  the  quality  of  the  water  ? — It  is  very  much  loaded  with  lime.  There  are 
other  ingredients,  I dare  say.  There  is  magnesia,  but  it  is  loaded  with  lime,  so  that  when 
boiling  the  lime  boils  to  the  top,  and  may  be  skimmed  off.  By  continued  exposure,  it 
extracts  carbon  from  the  atmosphere,  and  the  lime  comes  to  the  top.  We  have  a large 
rain-water  tank  to  supply  the  jacket  round  the  boiler ; it  must  be  soft  water  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  hard  water  is  in  the  boiler.  The  soft  water  is  derived  from  the  roof;  it  comes 
down  through  little  sewers,  which  convey  it  into  this  great  tank.  But,  in  consequence  of 
some  alteration  made  by  the.  Board  of  Works,  they  turned  the  water  from  the  large  build- 
ing where  the  straw  is  into  the  foul  water  from  the  kitchen,  and  both  were  actually  turned 
into  the  rain-water  tank  for  a time.  The  soft-water  sewer  also  passes  close  to  some  of  the 
fountains,  where  foul  things  are  washed  in  the  yard,  and  as  it  is  feared  the  foul  water  com- 
municates with  it,  it  will  not  be  used  for  consumption;  every  one  objects  to  use  it,  except 
for  washing  purposes. 

2127.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  water  daily  throughout  the  establishment? — In  the 
kitchen  there  is  a daily  supply,  and  they  are  in  the  h abit  of  carrying  it  up  from  that. 

_ 2128.  Are  there  any  means  of  conveying  hot  water  to  the  establishment  by  hot-water 
pipes  ? — There  is,  but  they  are  not  used  in  summer.  We  do  not  light  the  furnace  for  the 
baths  in  summer,  unless  on  Fridays. 

2129.  Am  I to  understand  that  those  pipes  do  not  convey  hot  water,  except  when  the 
furnace  is  lighted  ? — They  do  not. 

2130.  How  frequently  is  that  furnace  lighted  ? — Every  Friday.  On  other  days  there  is 
no  hot  water  laid  on. 

2131.  On  other  days,  for  the  sake  of  economy,  no  hot  water  is  laid  on.  What  is  the 
cost  of  keeping  the  furnace  lighted  throughout  the  day? — There  are  two  furnaces.  About 
a shilling  a-day  would  keep  it  going;  at  present  we  keep  one  of  them  lighted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drying  beds,  so  that  one  side  of  the  house  will  have  hot  water. 

2132  Since  what  period? — Since  the  change  in  the  weather.  We  dried  the  beds  last 
winter  in  the  corridors  and  day -rooms;  but  it  is  unseemly,  and  the  patients  kicked  them 
about  from  the  fires. 

. 2183.  If  a warm  bath  is  ordered  by  the  physician,  how  is  it  provided  ? — By  heating  that 
immense  tank  of  water  you  saw  above  stairs. 

2134.  Do  you  mean  that,  if  a hot  bath  was  ordered  for  a particular  patient,  you  would 
light  the  furnace  to  provide  the  water? — If  it  was  ordered  in  a hurry,  I would  have  it. 
brought  up  from  the  boiler  in  the  kitchen. 

2135.  Are  there  shower-baths  in  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

2136.  Are  shower-baths  administered  without  the  direction  of  the  physician  ? — No. 

2137.  Have  you  known  patients  to  be  put  into-  shower-baths  or  plunge-baths  by  way  of 
punishment  ? — Yes,  but  very  rarely. 

. 2138.  Was  that  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  physician? — Very  rarely,  without 
his  previous  knowledge.  The  thing  has  been  of  rare  occurrence,  for  Dr.  Banks  has  most 
determinedly  put  his  face  against  everything  of  the  kind.  It  might  be  done  without  my 
knowledge,  but  they  would  risk  their  situations,  if  they  did  a thing  of  the  kind  in  the 
house.  Both  coercion  and  baths,  without  directions,  have  been  in  the  most  determined 
manner  opposed  and  suppressed. 

2139.  Are  the  cocks  in  the  lavatories  in  good  order? — They  are  kept  in  good  order. 

2140.  Do  you  satisfy  yourself  that  the  patients  are  properly  washed  each  morning  in 
the  various  wards  ? — I do  not  see  them  washed  each  morning;  sometimes  in  my  rounds 
I see  them  washing. 

. 2141.  Is  there  a proper  supply  of  soap  ? — No ; there  is  half-a-pound  of  soap  to  twenty- 
six  patients  for  the  week,  and  that  is  not  sufficient.  There  is  none  supplied  for  the  weekly 
baths,  though  Dr.  Banks  ordered  it 

2142.  Have  you  represented  that  matter,  and  has  it  not  been  attended  to  ? — Dr  Banks 
lias  been  more  urgent  upon  the  matter  than  I have  been. 

2143.  Are  combs  and  brushes  provided-in  the  wards  ? — Combs,  but  not  brushes- 

Id  what  condition  are  the  water-closets  ? — Very  bad ; they  are  always  going  out 
ox  order:  The  men  stuff  in  hats,  and  even  shoes,  and  every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands 
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2145  Is  the  sewerage  good  ? — It  is  pretty  fair. 

2146.  Do  you  mean  fur  in  construction,  or  that  it  works  well? — It  has  worked  tolerably 
well ; I would  not  say  too  much  for  it.  The  sewers  have  been  opened  twice 

2147.  Are  there  means  for  flushing  the  sewers  ?— We  have  not  the  means  for  properly 
flushing  them.  If  there  was  a proper  supply  of  water  to  do  so,  I think  the  sewers  would 
act.  Water  has  to  be  pumped  twice  a-day;  the  supply  is  not  sufficient. 

2148.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  amusements  of  the  patients  ? — There  are 
no  particular  arrangements.  I bought  them  a fiddle  at  my  own  expense,  I gave  them  a 
chess-board  of  my  own,  and  I gave  them  cards.  As  to  other  amusements,  there  is  nothing 
but  ball-playing. 

2149.  Is  there  a chess-board  in  use  in  the  establishment  ?— Not  a chess-board,  but  a 
draught-hoard. 

2150.  Are  any  books  provided  for  their  use  ? — The  clergymen  provide  books. 

2151.  Are  there  any  amusing  books  provided  by  the  Board  ? — There  are,  but  they. are 
selected  by  the  clergymen. 

2152.  Are  those,  books  all  of  a religious  character? — They  all  have  a tendency  that  way. 
When  the  institution  first  opened,  I supplied  a good  many  books ; I lent  them  very  ex- 
tensively amongst  the  patients ; and  a complaint  was  made  of  me  to  the  Inspectors  that  I 
lent  books  of  a controversial  nature,  but  it  was  no  such  thing.  I lent  the  “ Red  Rover,” 
the  “ Last  of  the  Mohicans,  and  a variety  of  like  works,  without  any  other  consideration 
than  to  amuse  the  patients.  Unfortunately  I lent  a volume  of  the  “ Irish  Penny  Journal,” 
which  contains  a vast  number  of  amusing  short  stories,  and  in  the  hook  there  were  some 
chapters  from  the  “ Wandering  Jew,”  and  I was  reported  to  the  Inspector,  I suspect  by 
whom.  Since  that  I lent  no  books.  I had  no  view  but  the  amusement  of  the  patients. 

I say  that  on  my  oath ; and  for  my  own  protection  I ceased  to  lend  the  hooks. 

2153.  Are  the  attendants  capable  of  reading  to  the  patients  ? — They  are. 

2154.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  doing  so  ?— No,  I do  not  think  they  do. 

2155.  Practically  speaking,  do  you  find  the  attendants  in  the  institution  to  be  attentive 
muses  over  the  patients,  or  to  be  rather  keepers  over  them? — I would  say  more  keepers  than 
nurses.  They  are  obliged  to  preserve  a sort  of  authority  over  them,  but  not  by  harsh  means 

2156.  Are  there  any  prints  or  subjects  of  interest  hanging  up  in  the  galleries  to  enliven 
them  ? — None ; if  there  were  prints  put  up  there,  they  should  lie  carefully  selected. 

2157.  I believe  there  is  a recreation-hall  for  them  to  dance  in? — On  Fridays  they  get 
shaved  and  a bath,  and  they  come  to  this  dance  in  the  evening. 

2158.  Do  the  patients  seem  to  enjoy  it? — Very  much;  even  patients  who  are  violent 
enough,  conduct  themselves  well  there.  My  family,  Mrs-  Beatty,  and  my  daughters  and 
myself,  go  to  give  the  patients  apples  and  oranges  ; latterly  I could  not,  as  they  got  too 
deai-.  It  took  a hundred  of  apples  to  go  round  the  nurses  and  patients. 

2159.  What  proportion  of  patients  in  the  house  usually  attend  religious  worship  ? — 
About  from  twelve  to  fourteen  Protestants  .last  Sunday.  About  eighty  Roman  Catholics 
went  to  the  chapel. 

2160.  I believe  there  is  a church  in  the  grounds,  divided  for  the  use  of  the  two  religions? 
—Yes. 

2161.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  service  ? — The  Roman 
Catholics  go  in  at  nine  o’clock,  and  come  out  at  ten ; and  the  Protestants  go  in  at  ten, 
and  come  out  at  eleven.  If  the  Catholic  clergyman  delays  beyond  ten,  we  are  obliged  to 
wait  till  he  is  done.  It  has  happened  that  we  have  had  to  wait  outside  till  he  was  done. 

2162.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  some  longer  period  should  be  allowed,  in  order  that 
the  patients  should  not  be  kept  waiting  ?— It  would  .be  better,  Tor  sometimes  it  creates 
dissatisfaction ; I heard  the  patients  growl  about  it. 

2163.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  patients  being  allowed  to  attend 
religious  worship,  and  receive  the  ministrations  of  their  respective  clergy? — I think  it  is 
an  advantage  and  a consolation  to  many  of  them  to  be  allowed  to  attend  religious  worship. 
To  many  it  is  of  no  advantage;  a good  many, go  who  cannot  comprehend  a word  of  it — a 
great  many  idiots.  I do  not  interfere  with  the  persons  brought  belonging  to  the  other 
class;  I leave  that  to  the  servants  and  clergy  to  settle.  Many  go  that. I do  not  approve 
of.  At  the  other  side  I do  exercise  a surveillance,  and  .do  not  allow  those  to  go  That  T. do 
not  think  fit  for  it. 

2164.  How  frequently  do  the  clergymen  visit  the  various  wards  ? — The  Catholic  clergy- 
man visits  daily. 

2165.  Is  he  accompanied  by  you,  or  does  he  go  by  himself? — By  himself. 

. 2166.  Has  he  access  to  any  patient  .he  may  desire  .to  visit  ? — -Full  .access;  there  is  no 
interference  whatever  with  him. 

41-67.  Supposing  the  visiting  physician  considered  it  would  be  injurious  to  a patient  to 
■have  his  mind  excited  upon  religious  matters  at  that  particular  time,  would  it  not  be  com- 
petent for  .him,  as  a matter  of  treatment,  to  forbid  that  patient  receiving  the  visit  of  the 
clergyman  that  day  ? — I should  say,  yes ; but  I have  no  recollection  of  his  ever  having 
cone  so.  I should  say  his  orders  are  supreme  there. 

2168.  Is  there  any  school  in  the  new  asylum? — No  school  whatever. 

2169.  Would  not  general  instruction  afford  occupation  which  might  be  useful  for  the 
patients?-— Yes,  if  we  had  the  means  of  giving  it.  Very  few  of  them  are  capable  of 
receiving  instruction. 

2170.  That  arises  from  the  very  large  number  of  imbeciles  in  the  asylum  ? — Yes,  imbe- 
c es  and  idiots.  We  have  twenty-eight  epileptic  cases,  and  eighteen  suicide  cases. 
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2171.  Who  has  charge  of  the  grounds  adjoining  the  new  asylum  ? — Mr.  Wrigley. 

2172.  Who  directs  the  labour? — Mr.  Wrigley. 

2173.  Do  you  send  any  of  your  patients  from  your  asylum  to  work  in  the  grounds?— 
No ; I have  too  few  to  work  about  the  house. 

2174.  Am  I to  understand  that  all  the  patients  who  work  in  the  grounds  adjoining  the 
new  asylum,  are  sent  from  the  old  house? — Yes.  Mr.  Wrigley  made  a selection  of  the  best 
cases  fit  to  work,  and  kept  them.  The  most  incompetent  were  sent  to  us.  When  I speak 
of  twenty  men  in  the  new  asylum  working,  I speak  of  their  working  in  and  about  the  house. 

2175.  Do  you  exercise  any  superintendence  whatever  over  the  garden? — I do  not. 

2176.  Or  the  grounds  under  crop  about  the  institution? — I do  not,  except  a little 
garden  of  my  own. 

2177.  Where  is  that  little  garden? — Amongst  the  pear  trees. 

2178.  What  is  the  extent  of  that  garden  ? — -Less  than  half  an  acre. 

8179.  Is  it  cultivated  by  the  patients? — It  is. 

2180.  Do  you  keep  any  draught  animal  ? — Not  for  the  purpose  of  draught.  I have  got 
a donkey  and  a little  deer  belonging  to  Dr.  Banks. 

2181.  Do  you  keep  any  pigs  ? — I do;  two  pigs. 

2182.  Is  that  sanctioned  by  the  Governors? — It  is. 

2183.  For  how  long  ? — A short  time.  I had  more,  and  I was  ordered  not  to  keep  so  many. 

2184.  Has  it  been  sanctioned  a week  ? — It  has,  more  than  that. 

2185.  Are  there  any  other  pigs  maintained  on  the  offal  of  the  house  ? — I believe  Mr. 
Wrigley  had  pigs. 

2 180.  Are  any  fowl  kept  by  you  and  Mrs.  Wrigley  ? — Yes.  The  pigs  will  not'be  able,  by 
any  means,  to  consume  the  waste,  and  it  is  a pity  to  let  it  go  to  loss.  If  we  are  not  allowed 
to  keep  pigs,  I should  say  a piggery  should  be  kept  for  the  institution. 

2187.  I believe  the  offices  attached  to  the  institution  are  very  extensive  ? — They  are 
extensive ; more  room,  a good  deal,  than  what  we  require.  There  is  a carpenter’s  shop, 
and  we  have  no  carpenter  competent  to  work.  There  is  one  man,  a suicide  case,  we  could 
not  trust  with  tools.  There  is  a smith’s  forge,  which  we  cannot  use. 

2188.  Have  you  apartments  in  the  institution? — I have- 

2189.  What  number  of  rooms  do  you  occupy  ? — 1 think  I occupy  eight  or  ten ; I occupy 
more  rooms  than  I would  require ; on  account  of  their  being  empty,  when  I came  first,  I 
put  a quantity  of  furniture  that  I had  into  them. 

2190.  What  number  of  rooms  does  the  assistant  matron  occupy? — She  has  three  rooms, 
and  she  occupies  two. 

2191.  I believe  female  attendants  are  employed  in  the  male  wards? — They  are. 

2192.  Are  they  usually  the  wives  of  the  male  attendants? — No;  there  is  only  one  man 
has  a wife  there,  and  the  marriage  took  place  since  the  house  was  opened,  by  permission 
of  the  Board.  Another  man  had  his  wife  there,  but  they  have  both  left. 

2193.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  employing  female  attendants  in  male 
wards  ? — I think  it  is  a decided  benefit ; I think  they  are  a check  upon  the  male  attendants, 
who  might  otherwise  be  more  violent  with  the  patients.  The  women  have  brought  cases 
of  ill-treatment  under  my  notice,  and  I am  satisfied  their  presence  prevents  harshness.  A 
nurse  did  bring  a case  of  violence  to  a patient  under  my  notice,  and  I brought  it  before  the 
Board,  and  the  man  was  acquitted. 

2194.  From  your  experience,  have  you  found  any  objections,  on  moral  grounds,  to 
females  being  employed  in  the  male  wards? — Nothing  has  arisen  with  us  which  could 
show  that  there  was  an  objection. 

2195.  Are  there  any  store-rooms  in  the  several  galleries  and  corridors? — There  are 
small  store-rooms.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  gentlemen  who  inspected  last  year  to  make 
a change,  and  to  put  up  presses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  nurses. 

2196.  Does  the  arrangement  of  the  corridors  in  the  asylum  admit  of  their  being  seen 
from  any  one  point? — No,  there  is  a turn. 

2197.  In  your  opinion  is  that  objectionable? — Certainty.  The  construction  of  the 
building  is  such  that  it  could  not  be  otherwise.  It  would  be  very  desirable  I could  see 
the  entire  corridor ; if  I was  coming  in  at  the  door,  they  could  make  an  alteration  in  the 
state  of  affairs,  when  they  would  hear  my  foot,  which  they  know  well. 

2198.  Could  that  have  been  obviated  if  the  centre  of  the  building  projected  less? — It 
could,  but  it  cannot  be  done  now. 

2199.  Do  you  consider,  then,  it  was  a sacrifice  made  for  the  sake  of  the  architectural 
effect  of  the  exterior? — No  doubt.  A great  deal  has  been  given  up  in  that  respect. 

2200.  You  have  stated  you  have  several  suicide  cases  in  your  asylum? — Yes;  more  than 
we  should  have. 

2201.  How  many  of  the  149  do  you  consider  suicide  cases? — Eighteen,  I consider. 
Several  have  attempted  suicide  before  they  came  to  us.  Two  had  marks  upon  their  throats. 

2202.  Have  you  made  any  arrangements  for  watching  those  cases  in  the  dormitories?— 
We  have.  At  my  request.  Dr.  Banks  applied  to  the  Board,  and  he  had  an  alteration  made 
in  the  door — a little  spy-hole  cut,  and  a place  fitted  up  for  one  of  the  servants  to  sleep  in 
the  dormitory  with  nine  of  the  worst  of  them.  The  others  slept  in  the  wards,  where  there 
are  more  sane  persons  to  he  a check  upon  them.  The  servant’s  portion  of  the  dormitory 
has  been  boarded  off,  for  security  and  comfort;  and  bells  have  been  put  up,  that  he  may 
communicate  with  the  keepers’  rooms,  and  also  for  alarming  himself  in  case  of  necessity. 
The  reason  of  those  arrangements  was,  that  a man  unfortunately  succeeded  in  destroying 
himself.  He  was  very  violent  to  every  one  around  him,  and  he  did  injure  one  of  our 
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keepers  very  much.  He  conceived  a jealousy  against  the  keeper,  and  considered  he  was 
too  intimate  with  his  wife.  We  were  obliged  to  remove  him  from  the  place  that  he  was  in. 
He  was  a powerful  man,  and  had  been  a fighting  man  in  the  county  of  Wicklow.  He  was 
decidedly  dangerous  to  the  people  about  him,  so  much  so  that  we  put  him  into  a cell  by 
himself.  We  had  no  sufficient  shutters  to  keep  him  from  getting  at  the  windows,  as  he 
did,  and  he  hung  himself  from  the  sash  by  a sheet. 

2203.  Were  the  windows  of  the  house  provided  with  shutters  when  the  building  was 
given  up  to  the  Board  of  Works? — No,  only  very  few  in  each  corridor,  not  more  than 
three.  The  windows  are  perfectly  insecure.  I could  have  brought  over  a bundle  of 
broken  bars  to  show  you. 

2204.  The  house  is  lighted  with  gas? — Yes. 

2205.  Are  the  gas-pipes  carried  up  to  the  roof? — They  arc. 

2200.  Do  you  consider  that  arrangement  a safe  one  ? — I do  not ; it  would  have  been 
better  to  have  brought  them  up  along  the  wall,  and  run  them  along  the  corridors.  We 
have  one  man  very  mischievous ; he  is  worse  than  a monkey.  He  jumped  up  on  one 
occasion,  and  gave  the  gas-pipe  a pull,  and  created  an  escape  of  gas.  I got  a ladder, 
turned  it  off,  and  stopped  the  orifice  with  a cork,  but  there  was  still  a strong  smell  of  gas. 
I made  a survey,  and  went  up  with  a lamp,  and,  as  I proceeded,  found  the  smell  getting 
stronger  and  stronger ; I left  the  lamp  behind,  and  went  on,  and  found  the  pipe  which  had 
been  discharging  gas,  and  which  had  been  broken  by  this  man.  I turned  off  the  gas,  and 
got  the  pipe  repaired.  If  I went  on  with  the  lamp,  as  I was  doing  in  the  first  instance, 
there  might  have  been  an  explosion. 

2207.  Did  you  report  that  to  the  Governors  ? — I did  not ; I got  it  remedied. 

2208.  Do  you  consider  the  asylum  capable  of  containing  more  than  it  at  present  holds  ? 
—It  was  built  to  contain  1(52;  but  Dr.  Banks,  and  I also,  considered  that  it  would  have 
crowded  the  dormitories  too  much  to  put  in  that  number.  If  you  remember  when  you 
looked  round  you  there  were  quite  sufficient  in  the  dormitories  ; in  other  ports  of  the 
house  you  might  put  them. 

2209.  Are  there  not  several  rooms  vacant  in  the  portion  of  the  building  comprising  the 
offices,  which  might  be  occupied  ? — There  are,  and  up  stairs  ; there  is  waste  lumber  of 
mine  in  some  of  them,  that  could  be  removed. 

2210.  Is  there  a night  watchman  on  the  premises  ?-- Yes;  not  an  appointed  watchman; 
one  of  the  keepers  takes  it  in  turn  to  sit  up,  and  he  is  allowed  to  stay  in  bed  till  one  o’clock 
next  day. 

2211.  Is  there  any  thing  else  you  wish  to  state? — There  is  not  a Report  Book.  He 
has.  orders  to  call  others  if  any  thing  happens,  and  he  has  done  so  occasionally. 

2212.  There  being  no  opening  in  the  doors,  he  is  of  course  unable  to  see  the  condition 
of  the  patients  without  opening  the  doors  ? — Yes,  and  that  disturbs  the  patients  when  they 
are  asleep. 

2213.  Is  it  in  contemplation  to  change  the  airing  courts  from  the  north  side  of  the 
building  more  to  the  front? — It  is  in  contemplation  to  have  additional  airing  courts  in 
front,  and  to  enlarge  some  of  the  present  airing  courts. 

2214.  Do  the  Governors  ever  visit  the  asylum? — Not  often. 

2215.  How  many  of  the  Governors  visited  the  asylum  within  the  last  twelve  months? 
Sir  George  Hodson  has,  perhaps,  visited  two  or  three  times. 

221(5.  Any  other  Governor  ? — I have  no  recollection. 

2217.  Did  he  go  round  the  whole  establishment? — No,  I do  not  think  he  did. 

2218..  Do  you  discharge  in  person  the  duties  of  apothecary  to  the  asylum  ? — I have  an 
apprentice  who  assists  me. 

2219.  Do  you  attend  each  day  at  the  old  asylum  for  the  purpose  of  compounding? — 
Not  every  day. 

2220.  Is  that  assistant  a competent  person  ? — I consider  him  a competent  person. 

2221.  Is  he  one  of  the  clinical  clerks  ? — Yes  ; on  account  of  good  conduct  in  the  insti- 
tution, and  his  attention,  he  was  considered  deserving  of  the  appointment. 

2222.  Where  are  the  medicines  for  the  new  asylum  compounded  ? — At  the  old  asylum, 
except  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  then  I have  a supply  in  the  house  to  answer  it. 

2223.  Do  you  transmit  to  the  assistant  at  the  old  asylum  a statement  of  what  medicines 
you  require  ? — The  doctor’s  books  tell. 

2224.  Where  are  the  doctor’s  books  kept  ? — Each  nurse  keeps  a book. 

2225.  How  do  the  books  reach  the  assistant  who  compounds  ? — They  are  sent  down  to 
the  porter’s  lodge. 

• 2226.  Do  you  yourself  compound  an}'  of  the  medicines  ? — I do,  a portion ; but  the 
assistant  does  the  principal  part. 

2227.  Your  duties  as  apothecary  do  not  take  you  very  much  from  your  other  avocations 
“ the  asylum  ? — No  ; my  assistant  was  nearly  two  years  under  my  own  eye,  before  I trusted 
mm  to  compound  at  all.  I consider  him  as  competent  as  most  of  the  young  men  you  meet 
■out  of  doors  in  shops. 


Mr.  James  Fitzsimon,  sworn  and  examined. 

2228.  What  office  do  3rou  hold  in  connexion  with  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  ? — 
l am  termed  clerk  and  store-keeper. 

2229.  You  act  as  clerk  for  the  whole  institution  comprised  in  the  old  and  new  asylums? 
■ — 1 do. 


2230.  And  as  regards  stores  and  provisions,  there  is  but  one  account  for  the  whole 
asylum,  as  I understand  ?— Only  one  account. 


Dublin. 

The  Richmond 
District  Asylum. 
P.  Beatty,  Esq-. 


Lighting  the  build- 
ing. 


Increased  accommo- 
dation. 


Night  watch. 


Airing  courts. 


Inspection  by 
Governors. 


Compounding  medi- 
cines. 


Mr.  J.  Fitzsimon. 


The  Store-keeper ; 
stores  and  provi- 
sions. 
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Dublin. 

The  Richmond 
District  Asylum. 
Mr.  J.  Fitzsimon.' 


Stores  supplied  by 
tender. 


Issuing  of  provisions, 
&c. 


Accounts  of  the 
receipt  and  issue  of 
provisions,  &c. 


Tea  and  sugar. 


2231.  Including  also  the  infirmaries  ? — Yes. 

2232.  How  long  have  yon  held  that  office  ? — Three  years  and  four  months. 

2233.  What  duties  do  you  discharge  as  clerk — do  you  keep  the  minutes  of  the  Board? 
— No  ; the  minutes  of  the  Board  are  kept  by  Mr.  Nunn,  the  accountant. 

2231.  Do  you  reside  in  the  asylum  ? — No- 

2235-  Is  it  by  the  particular  permission  of  the  Board  you  do  not  reside? — Yes,  it  is. 
When  I was  appointed  I did  not  commence  to  reside. 

223 G.  In  the  absence  of  the  manager,  do  you  exercise  control  over  the  establishment? 
— So  far  as  my  department  is  concerned,  I do- 

2237.  Do  you  exercise  a superintendence  over  the  keepers,  nurses,  and  servants? — No. 

2238.  At  no  time? — At  no  time. 

2239.  Are  the  stores  and  provisions  required  for  the  institution  provided  upon  tenders? 
— They  are. 

2240.  By  whom  are  the  tenders  received  ? — By  the  Board.  They  advertise  for  tenders 
and  decide  upon  them. 

2241.  Are  the  accepted  tenders  notified  to  you  ? — They  are.  I draw  out  a transcript 
of  them. 

2242-  Do  you  exercise  any  supervision  over  the  quality  of  the  provisions  ? — I do. 
I examine  all  the  provisions  daily  to  see  whether  they  are  of  proper  quality. 

2243.  Are  they  also  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  medical  officers  ? — They  are. 

2244.  To  what  officers  in  the  establishment  do  you  immediately  issue  the  stores  ?— I 
issue  the  meat  to  the  cook,  and  the  nurses  of  the  establishment  come  for  their  bread  and 
also  for  their  meat-  I weigh  the  provisions  that  are  required  each  day  in  the  first  instance, 
and  then  I give  it  into  the  care  of  the  head  nurse  and  cook  to  weigh  it  in  gross. 

2245.  Do  you  know  how  that  is  eventually  distributed  to  the  subordinate  nurses  ? — I 
give  them  a list  of  how  they  are  to  dispose  of  it. 

2246.  Are  the  rations  for  the  servants  included  in  these  issues  you  make  thus  to  the 
head  nurse  and  cook  ? — Yes. 

2247.  In  what  manner  are  the  provisions  issued  for  the  new  asylum  ? — The  provisions 
are  issued  similarly.  The  quantity  required  is  sent  up  by  the  butcher  and  baker  to  the 
new  asylum. 

2248  Is  that  inspected  by  you  before  it  goes  to  the  new  asylum  ? — Always  inspected  by 
me  before  it  goe3  to  the  asylum. 

2249.  Is  the  same  course  pursued  with  regard  to  the  infirmaries  ? — Yes. 

2250.  Are  the  issues  of  hospital  extras,  such  as  wine,  &c.,  made  daily  by  you? — They 
do  not  come  under  my  observation  at  all. 

2251.  By  whom  are  the  supplies  of  vine  and  other  hospital  extras  received  ? — I am  not 
prepared  exactly  to  say,  but  I should  think  by  the  manager. 

2252.  What  are  the  principal  provisions  received  and  issued  by  you  ? — Meat,  bread, 
milk,  potatoes  that  come  from  the  garden,  vegetables,  beer,  porter,  butter,  salt,  oatmeal, 
rice,  cocoa,  sugar,  and  other  groceries.  I do  not  interfere  with  the  tea,  the  wine,  eggs, 
or  spirits. 

2253.  Are  you  furnished  daily  with  a statement  of  the  number  of  inmates  for  whom 
rations  will  be  required  ? — Yes. 

2254.  Are  you  furnished  with  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  extras  which  will  be 
required  each  day  in  the  hospital? — Not  of  any  medical  extras,  such  as  wine. 

2255.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  keep  no  account  of  the  tea,  wine,  spirits,  or  eggs 
that  are  supplied  in  the  establishment  ? — I do-  I keep  an  account  of  all  these  things- 

225 G.  Is  that  an  account  of  the  quantity  actually  issued,  or  have  you  any  check  upon 
the  correctness  of  those  issues? — Yes,  the  Daily  Dietary  Book  gives  an  account  of  every 
article. 

2257.  Is  the  tea  consumed  in  the  establishment  received  and  issued  by  you  ? — No. 

2258.  How  do  you  know  how  much  tea  is  consumed  in  the  establishment  ? — By  the 
furnishing  of  the  account  in  the  monthly  statement  and  the  orders,  as  appears  by  the 
account. 

2259.  Do  you  not  issue  the  tea  that  goes  to  the  new  asylum? — The  tea  that  goes  to 
the  new  asylum  comes  into  the  bread  room,  and  it  goes  up  in  a basket.  The  quantity  at 
present  is  eleven  ounces  of  tea  and  the  sugar,  which  I send  up  to  the  new  asylum. 

2260.  Do  you  also  receive  and  issue  tea  and  sugar  for  the  servants  ? — Yes,  I do,  and 
the  cook  counts  it  out  to  them- 

2261.  Who  receives  the  tea  and  sugar,  and  issues  it  for  the  breakfast? — The  matron, 
and  manager,  and  head  nurse.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  the  tea  and  sugar  for  breakfast. 

2262.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  this  supply  should  be  received  and  issued  by 
persons  who  are  not  store-keepers  ? — I cannot.  It  had  been  always  the  case  since  my 
appointment,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrigley  ordered  the  tea  and  sugar  for  breakfast,  and  the 
head  nurse  takes  it  down  and  makes  the  breakfast. 

2263.  Are  you  enabled  to  check  those  orders  given  by  Mr.  Wrigley  for  tea  and  sugar 
by  any  data  in  your  possession  ? — I could. 

2264.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  tea  breakfasts  used  everv  morning  ? — They  are 
down  correctly  in  the  Dietary  Book. 

2265.  What  proportion  of  all  the  tea  received  is  ordered  monthly  by  Mr.  Wrigley?-" 
In  the  month  of  October  he  ordered  48  lbs.  of  tea  out  of  186  lbs.  received;  in  the  month  of 
September  he  ordered  55  lbs.  out  of  170  lbs.  received : in  the  month  of  August,  56  lbs. 
out  of  194  lbs. 

2260.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  of  the  sugar  received  is  ordered  by  Mr.  Wrigley? 
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In  October,  out  of  1,323  lbs.,  he  ordered  200  lbs.;  in  September,  out  of  1,232  lbs  , Dublin. 

be  ordered  190  lbs.;  and,  in  the  month  of  August,  out  of  1,345  lbs.,  he  ordered  — r . 

“ ,,  The  Richmond 

204  il)--  . , . District  Asylum. 

22C7.  Are  the  servants  m the  respective  wards  obliged  to  make  any  return  to  you  of  Mr-  j Fitzsim0n. 
the  rations  actually  consumed? — Certainly.  Every  morning  they  give  me  a printed  form  Return  of  rations 
of  all  the  requirements.  . consumed. 

22(58.  Suppose  that  some  rations  were  not  consumed,  from  patients  having  died,  or 
from  some  other  causes,  is  there  any  return  to  the  stores  ? — The  bread,  particularly,  is 
returned  into  the  store,  and  I give  credit  in  my  book  for  it. 

2269.  Do  you  yourself  attend  at  the  meals  of  the  patients  to  see  that  they  receive  Does  not  see  patients 

proper  allowance? — No ; I have  never  attended  in  any  way.  served. 

2270.  Have  you  ever  read  that  portion  of  the  general  rules  and  regulations  which 
prescribes  your  duty?— I have  never  received  any  instructions  of  the  kind. 

2271.  You  are  not  aware,  then,  that  it  is  one  of  the  regulations  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  as  far  back  as  1843,  that  you  should  perform  that  duty? — I am  not. 

2272-  Do  you  keep  any  account  of  the  receipt  of  coals,  candles,  soap,  &c.  ? — I do,  an  Coals,  soap,  &c. 
accurate  account. 


2273.  Are  those  articles  issued  on  requisition  from  the  manager,  or  any  other  officer? 

—There  is  a certain  quantity  allowed  for  each  person.  The  servants  are  allowed  half  a 
pound  of  soap  each. 

2274.  Are  there  any  extras  of  soap  given  ? — There  are  four  pounds  given  to  the  matron, 
half  a pound  each  given  to  the  cook,  the  hall  porter,  the  head  nurse,  and  the  matrons  in 
the  infirmaries ; two  pounds  are  given  to  the  matron  of  the  Grangegorman  branch. 

2275-  Is  any  soap  issued  for  cleaning  the  house  in  addition  to  those  allowances?  • 

Yes,  there  is  yellow  soap  for  the  laundry ; there  is  no  other  soap,  that  I know  of,  for 
cleaning  the  house. 

2276.  In  what  manner  do  you  make  those  issues  for  coals? — There  is  a man  who 
superintends  the  delivery  of  the  coals,  and  I give  him  a list  of  the  number  of  tubs  of  coal 
that  go  to  each  division.  It  is  under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Wrigley  ; this  list  is  given 
out  every  Monday,  and  this  man  delivers  the  coals  according  to  the  list;  the  keepers  of 
the  different  divisions  come  with  their  tubs,  and  receive  so  many  tubs  of  coals. 

2277.  How  is  the  distribution  of  candles  made? — We  are  not  using  candles  since  tire 
gas  was  put  in.  As  to  soap,  it  is  arranged  that  each  servant  gets  half  a pound  once  a 
week,  every  Friday.  I give  the  order  to  the  contractor  for  soap  on  the  calculation  I have 
stated. 

2278.  Is  that  half-pound  for  their  own  use,  or  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  ? — I should 
say  for  both. 

2279.  Is  that  all  the  soap  ’that  is  issued  in  the  week  ? — That  is  all.  There  are,  in 
addition,  two  pounds  of  soap  given  for  shaving,  in  the  whole  establishment,  each  week ; 
and  there  is  a pound  given  to  the  Grangegorman  branch,  and  half  a pound  to  the 
infirmary,  for  shaving. 

2280.  Do  you  go  round  the  institution,  so  as  to  satisfy  yourself  that  those  articles  are 
used  ? — I do  not  go  round  the  institution  at  all. 

2281.  Are  those  issues  fixed  by  any  orders  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  or  is  it  by  the 
requisition  of  the  manager? — By  the  direction  of  the  manager.  I received  the  direction 
when  I went  there,  and  it  has  not  varied  ever  since  ; the  proportion  of  soap  is  invariable 

2282.  Is  the  quantity  given  to  each  servant  unvarying,  without  reference  to  the  number 
of  patients  that  he  or  she  may  have  in  charge  ? — I should  think  so.  The  cook  cuts  up 
the  soap  in  small  half  pounds,  and  gives  it  out. 

2283.  Do  you  exercise  any  control  oyer  the  general  stores  of  the  house — clothing,  Clothing  for  the 
bedding,  furniture,  and  such  like  ? — I do  not.  I receive  the  clothing  of  the  male  patients,  ^“gteB : 

and  give  it  out  on  requisition  from  Mr.  Wrigley.  He  gives  me  an  order  for  every  thing 
that  I give  out. 

2284.  Is  the  clothing  for  the  male  side  at  present  made  in  the  house? — No. 

2285.  Is  it  furnished  by  a contractor? — Furnished  by  a contractor,  at  16s-  per  suit. 

I get  a requisition  for  every  suit. 

2286.  On  whose  requisition  do  you  issue  the  clothing  for  the  house? — On  Mr.  Wrigley's. 

2287.  Are  the  shoes  made  in  the  house  ? — They  are  supplied  by  contract. 

2288.  On  whose  requisition  do  you  issue  the  shoes  ? — I do  not  interfere  with  the  shoes ; 

I never  did. 

2289.  Then  you  do  not  know  what  number  of  shoes  are  made  and  used  in  the  house  ? 

— I do  not. 


2290.  Are  you  aware  by  whom  the  shoes  are  received  or  issued? — I should  say  they 
ore  received  by  the  manager. 

2291.  Who  is  the  contractor  for  the  supply  of  shoes? — A man  named  Young. 

2292.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  those  articles  should  not  be  issued  by  you? — I 
cannot. 


2293.  Is  the  female  clothing  made  up  in  the  house  ? — I m not  in  a position  to  state ; 
Mrs.  Wrigley  manages  that. 

Do  you  receive  and  issue  any  supplies  of  articles  for  making  up  female  clothing? 
, .There  axe  articles  come  into  the  stores — such  as  pieces  of  linen,  check,  and  various 
"huigs  of  that  kind — and  I receive  and  enter  them  in  my  book.  I do  not  know  further. 
99.QWrigley  ta^es  them,  and  makes  them  up,  I suppose. 

2295.  Are  they  supplied  by  contract  ? — Not  at  all ; they  are  purchased  at  Pirn’s,  and 
otner  places. 

O 2 
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Absence  of  checks. 


Ticking,  bedding, 
&C. ; 

how  ordered  and 
taken  out  of  store. 


2296.  Do  you  comply  with  every  requisition  the  matron  may  make  to  you  for  those 

things  ? — Any  requisition  I receive,  of  course  I do  at  once ; but  Mrs.  Wrigley  manages 
that  matter  herself.  ° 

2297.  With  regard  to  linen  for  the  use  of  the  house,  is  that  received  into  the  store? Itis 

2298.  And  issued  from  the  store? — Yes;  the  matron  arranges  all  that;  I have  not 
any  particular  control  over  it. 

2299.  You  keep  no  account  of  the  quantity  of  clothing  issued  from  time  to  time  to  the 
females  ? — I do  not. 

2300.  In  issuing  the  clothing  to  the  male  side,  do  you  require  like  articles  of  old 
clothing  to  be  returned  into  the  store,  or  to  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  ? — I cannot 
say  that  I do ; the  old  clothing  is  not  accounted  for  at  all  to  me. 

2301.  As  regards  the  female  clothing  ? — I know  nothing  at  all  about  that. 

2302.  What  check  is  there  that  you  are  aware  of  upon  the  quantity  of  shoes  that  may 
be  used  in  the  house  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  is  any.  There  is  a small  book  that  I 
make  up  for  the  hall-porter,  who  sends  it  down  to  me.  It  is  the  hall-porter  who  keeps 
the  account  of  the  delivery  of  shoes ; he  enters  them  in  a little  book,  and  I make  up  that 
book  at  the  end  of  the  month  for  him. 

2303.  Am  I to  understand  that,  unlike  such  articles  as  meat,  you  never  make  a direct 
order  to  the  contractor  for  the  delivery  of  shoes? — Never. 

230- 1.  Is  it  from  the  hall-porter  you  ascertain  the  quantity  of  shoes  that  have  been 
delivered  ? — From  a small  book  of  his,  which  I make  up  every  month. 

2305.  Do  you  know  to  whom  those  shoes  are  handed  over  ? — I do  not. 

2306.  You  me  unable  to  tell,  then,  whether  shoes  are  furnished  when  required,  or  that 
the  old  shoes  are  brought  back  into  the  store,  in  lieu  of  the  new  ones  that  are  issued  ? — 
Quite  so;  except  from  the  small  book  which  the  hall-porter  sends  me  down  There 
generally  appears  to  be  a large  balance  of  shoes  in  the  store. 

2307.  Does  the  hall-porter  generally  receive  back  the  cast  shoes? — No;  there  is  no- 
mention of  old  shoes. 

_ 2308.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  becomes  of  the  cast  clothing  or  shoes  in  the  estab- 
lishment ? — I have  not. 

2309.  Has  the  hall-porter  got  a store  where  he  can  retain  those  articles  ? — I should 
say  he  has  ; I never  saw  it. 

2310.  With  regard  to  the  supply  of  ticking,  and  the  articles  for  making  up  bedding, 
are  they  purchased  by  you  ? — Not  at  all. 

2311.  Or  issued  by  you? — I occasionally  receive  into  the  store  a piece  of  ticking,  and 
Mrs.  Wrigley  takes  it,  and  makes  it  up. 

2312.  Is  that  received  into  the  store  in  compliance  with  any  order  issued  by  you  to 
any  contractor? — Not  at  all;  there  is  merely  an  invoice  that  comes  down  from  Pirn’s,  and 
I enter  that  invoice. 

2313.  Then,  you  take  in  articles  furnished  by  Pirn  in  that  way,  though  you  may  not 
know  by  whom  they  are  ordered  ? — Just  so. 

231- 1.  You  give  those  articles  to  Mrs.  Wrigley  ? — She  has  the  key  of  the  store. 

2315.  You  do  not  keep  the  key  of  the  store  ? — I have  not  it  now  ; I get  it  occasionally. 

2316.  Who  has  the  key  of  the  store  at  this  moment  ? — I should  say  Mrs.  Wrigley  has  it. 

2317.  Is  there  a bill  furnished  of  the  articles  which  are  supplied  in  that  manner  by 
Pirn  ? — Yes ; the  porter  brings  me  down  the  invoice,  and  says,  “ There  are  three  pieces  of 
linen  at  the  store.”  He  hands  me  the  invoice,  and  I enter  it  down,  “ Invoice  from  Pirn ; 
so  many  pieces.”  I then  take  the  invoice  in  my  hand,  and  check  with  it  the  goods ; I see 
that  there  are  two  or  three  pieces,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  I hand  the  invoice  and  the  key 
over  to  the  porter  or  the  keeper  who  brought  them  to  me. 

2318.  Do  you  know  whether  the  articles  so  furnished,  accompanied  by  the  invoices 
brought  to  you;  are  afterwards  charged  against  the  asylum  ? — The  invoice  is  brought  to 
the  accountant. 

2319.  Is  there  any  contract  for  supplying  blankets? — There  is  a contract  with  Messrs. 
Egan,  of  High-street,  at  present. 

2320.  Are  the  blankets  ordered  by  you? — I do  not  order  them  at  all. 

2321.  Are  they  ever  in  your  custody? — They  bring  them  into  the  store  frequently,  and 
they  are  given  out  to  the  different  divisions. 

2322.  Is  the  same  course  pursued  with  regard  to  the  counterpanes  ? — Precisely  the. 
same  course. 

2323.  Suppose  a new  bedstead  were  required,  by  whom  would  it  be  ordered  ? — By  the 
manager.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  ordering  any  thing;  he  has  the  whole  responsibility  of 
that  on  himself. 

2324.  I understand,  then,  that  you  exercise  no  control  whatever,  as  to  the  articles  of' 
which  you  have  latterly  spoken — such  as  female  clothing,  shoes,  materials  for  making  up 
bedding,  &c.,  beyond  allowing  them  to  remain,  for  a time,  in  your  store,  as  a place  of  safe 
keeping  ?— Just  so. 

2325.  You  do  not  satisfy  yourself  that  the  quantities  stated  to  be  delivered  are  delivered; 
but  you  merely  give  out  to  the  matron,  on  her  requisition,  the  articles  that  may  be  depo- 
sited with  you? — I count  the  pieces,  and  see  that  they  correspond  with  the  invoice. 

2826.  There  might  be  three  pieces  of  forty  yards  or  of  twenty  yards  ? — I never 
measure  them. 

2327.  Is  the  requisition  from  the  matron  a written  requisition? — No. 

2828.  When  the  matron  either  takes  the  articles  from  the  store  herself,  or  receives  them 
in  pursuance  of  the  written  requisition,  does  she  give  you  any  receipt? — None  whatever. 
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2329.  Have  you  at  any  time  taken  an  inventory  of  the  furniture,  bedding,  beds,  or  bouse 
linen,  in  the  establishment?— Never. 

2330.  You  are  unable  at  this  moment,  of  course,  to  state  what  amount  of  property  of 
that  nature  there  is  in  the  house  ? — Quite  unable  to  state  it 

2331-  Were  you  clerk  and  storekeeper  when  the  new  asylum  was  opened? — I was. 

2.332.  Did  you  receive  from  any  person  at  that  time  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  those 
articles  in  the  new  asylum,  when  given  up  by  the  Board  of  Works? — No. 

2333-  Is  stock  taken  of  the  clothing,  bedding,  and  other  articles  in  the  establishment, 
annually,  or  at  any  other  time  ? — I heard  it  stated  that  Mrs.  Wrigley  takes  it;  I never  do. 

2334.  Do  you  take  stock  of  tire  stores  in  your  own  custody  at  any  fixed  period  ? — I 
took  stock  once  only,  about  two  years  ago ; there  was  but  a small  quantity  in  the  store — 
indeed,  there  is  but  a very  small  quantity  in  it  at  present. 

2335.  I presume  that  occasionally  you  have  considerable  quantities  of  articles  in  your 
store? — No,  we  have  not;  generally  speaking,  there  is  only  a very  small  quantity. 

2336.  Is  there  a contractor  for  the  supply  of  straw? — Yes,  Mr.  Doyle. 

2337.  Is  the  straw  ordered  in  by  you  ? — He  brings  in  the  straw  as  we  want  it- 

2338.  Who  checks  the  delivery  of  the  straw  ? — I do ; I see  that  the  straw  is  delivered 
correctly,  and  in  proper  order. 

2339.  How  do  you  issue  the  straw? — The  keepers  arrange  that;  they  take  the  straw 
themselves.  Mr.  Wrigley,  within  the  last  fortnight,  has  given  orders  to  the  man  in  the 
bread-room  to  distribute  the  straw. 

2340.  To  whom  is  the  straw  delivered  when  it  is  brought  by  the  contractor? — I 
receive  it  from  the  contractor,  and  the  market  notes  are  given  to  me,  and  I give  a receipt  on 
each  note. 

2341.  Is  there  a straw  house  ? — There  is. 

2342.  In  whose  charge  is  that  house  ? — I cannot  say,  exactly,  in  whose  charge  it  is 

2343.  What  check  have  you  upon  the  consumption  of  straw’? — None  whatever. 

2344.  According  to  what  rule  do  you  make  orders  for  the  delivery  of  straw  ? — I never 
make  any  orders  for  delivering  straw’. 

2345.  You  take  whatever  straw  is  brought,  without  knowing  what  quantity  is  required  ? 
— I do. 

2346.  Do  j’ou  hand  over  the  crane  notes  to  the  accountant? — I keep  a book  in  my  office  till 
the  account  is  furnished,  and  I hand  back  the  crane  notes  to  the  man  who  delivers  the  straw. 

2347.  Is  the  straw  ever  weighed  on  delivery  ? — No,  there  is  no  machine  for  weighing  it- 

2348.  By  whom  is  the  straw  ordered  ? — There  is  a general  order  to  supply  us  with  what 
straw  we  want. 

2349-  How  does  the  contractor  know  what  amount  you  want  ? — We  use  generally  about 
six  tons  a month. 

2350.  Who  tells  the  contractor  that  ? — I do 

2351.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  do  you  order  six  tons  a-month  to  come  in  ? — Yes.  In  fact, 
he  keeps  us  supplied,  so  that  we  are  never  out  of  straw. 

2352.  How  is  the  accountant  informed  of  the  quantity  of  straw  that  has  been  delivered  ? 
— By  the  furnishing  of  the  contractor’s  account,  which  I check  by  the  straw  book.  Then 
it  is  sent  up  to  the  accountant. 

2353.  Who  keeps  the  key  of  the  store  where  the  strawis  ? — I cannot  exactly  say;  I should 
say  the  man  in  the  bread  room — he  gives  out  the  straw. 

2354.  As  far  as  I understand,  any  person  who  has  access  to  the  premises  might  remove 
the  straw  without  any  check  whatever  ? — I do  not  think  that  could  be  done ; the  straw  is 
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given  out  to  the  nurses. 

2355.  By  whom  ? — By  the  man  in  the  bread  room. 

2356.  You  never  inspected  the  straw  store  with  a view  to  ascertain  the  quantity  there  ? 

Yes,  I have  been  in  the  store.  I always  inspect  the  straw  when  it  comes  in,  and  see  that 
it  is  dry.  . 

2357.  Have  yon  inspected  the  straw  store  within  the  last  month  ? — I do  not  think  I did. 

2358.  Is  it  your  habit  to  weigh  the  articles  that  are  brought  in  ? — Yes ; I weigh  every 
thing  that  is  brought  in. 

2359.  How  is  the  straw  delivered  at  the  new  asylum ; does  the  contractor  send  it  up 

direct  ? — The  contractor  used  to  bring  it  in  carts  to  the  old  asylum,  and  we  were  very  much 
inconvenienced  by  the  patients  bringing  up  straw,  and  I requested  him  to  deliver  straw  at 
the  new  asylum.  ' 

2360.  Who  takes  the  straw  from  the  contractor’s  man  at  the  new  asylum,  and  weighs 
it? — I get  the  receipts  down,  signed  by  Mr.  Beatty. 

2361.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  item  in  the  bread  account  each  week,  of  so  much  TheMatron’srations. 
bread  to  Mrs.  Wrigley  ? — Mrs.  Wrigley  is  getting  rations  within  the  last  six,  or  eight,  or 

ten  months,  which  she  had  not  before-  * There  is  a pound  and  a-half  of  bread  allowed 
every  day  to  each  person ; she  gets  that,  and  I charge  it  weekly,  and  those  are  Mrs-  Wrig* 
ley’s  bread  rations  that  are  entered. 

2362.  I see  an  entry  of  meat  to  Mrs.  Wrigley  ? — She  gets  ten  pounds  of  meat  every 
week  as  rations,  and  I insert  it  on  Saturdays. 

2363.  Is  the  quality  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the  matron  the  same  as  that  supplied  to  the 
asylum  generally? — I am  not  aware ; I rather  suppose  she  gets  it  from  the  same  butcher. 

2364.  Is  it  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  ? — Precisely. 

2365.  Do  you  exercise  any  superintendence  whatsoever  over  the  keepers,  nurses,  and  Witness  d«ss  not 

servants  in  the  establishment  ? — I do  not.  y’^|nten  ser' 

2366.  In  the  comparative  statement,  appended  to  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Inspectors 
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of  Lunatic  Asylums,  of  the  expenditure  in  the  Richmond  Asylum,  for  the  years  endin 
31st  March,  1954,  and  the  31st  March,  1855, 1 find  that  the  patients’  provisions  in  th^ 
former  year  cost  £2,907,  and  in  the  succeeding  year,  £3,558 ; how  do  you  explain  that 
difference  ? — That  is  very  easily  explained,  for  the  new  asylum  was  not  opened  till  I854 

2307.  I observe  by  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  that  patients  were 
admitted  into  the  new  asylum  in  the  beginning  of  1855  ? — I find,  on  reference  to  one  of 
my  books,  that  it  was  opened  on  the  2nd  of  November,  1854,  and  that  patients  m*. 
transferred  on  that  day. 

th 23  Id"?  Wy'e  n0t  mauy  °f  tlie  13atients  received  “to  tIie  new  asylum  transferred  from 

2369.  It  appears,  however,  by  the  same  return,  that  the  average  number  of  patients  in 

1804,  in  the  Richmond  Institution,  was  420,  and  in  1855,  440— that  does  not  show  anv 
great  difference  in  the  number  of  inmates  ? — I cannot  explain  it.  ^ 

2370.  I observe  in  the  statement  that  the  expenditure  for  coals  is  given  as  £720  for  the 
yea.r  ending  March,  1855 ; whereas  nothing  is  returned  for  the  previous  years  for  the  same 
article — can  you  account  for  that  ? — I cannot. 

2371.  Were  you  storekeeper  in  the  year  1854  ? — I was. 

2372.  By  whom  are  those  tables  made  out  that  are  appended  to  the  Seventh  Report? 

They  are  made  out  by  Mr.  Nunn,  the  accountant. 

2373.  Has  any  year  passed,  since  you  were  appointed  storekeeper,  without  coals  bein'* 

received  for  the  establishment? — No,  we  always  receive  coals  regularly.  0 

2374.  I observe  in  the  same  return  that  the  patients’  clothing,  in  1854,  amounted  to 
£310  ; and  in  1855,  when  the  average  number  of  patients  was  only  twenty  additional  it 
reached  £523 — can  you  explain  that? — I cannot. 

2375.  Was  not  the  new  asylum,  when  given  up  to  the  Governors,  furnished  by  the 
Bo_ard  of  Works  ? — A great  quantity  of  goods  were  sent  there  from  the  Richmond  Asylum 
to  .it— coals,  and  blankets  of  various  kinds.  I think  it  was  entirely  supplied  with  those 
things  from  the  old  asylum. 

2370.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  expenditure  for  soap  and  candles,  &c.,  in  1854  was 
£107,  and  in  1855,  £184 — can  you  explain  that  difference? — I should  say  the  probability 
is,  that  gas  is  more  expensive.  J 

2377.  Is  gas  included  in  that  item? — I cannot  say. 

2378.  Can  you  state  when  gas  was  first  introduced  into  the  asylum  ? — I cannot. 

2379.  Was  it  introduced  before  1854?— I think  it  was  about  the  period  of  the  openine 

ot  the  new  asylum.  6 

2380.  Has  the  attention  of  the  Governors  ever  been  arrested  by  this  increased  expendi- 
uie  in  the  institution  ? I cannot  answer  that  question.  I have  no  immediate  communi- 
cation with  the  Governors. 


2381.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  any  inquiries  being  instituted  by  them  or 
other  parties  on  charges  of  peculation  by  any  of  the  officers  or  servants,  and  if  so,  at  what 
tune  /—I  heard  there  were  three  servants  dismissed— the  cook,  and  the  head  nurse,  and  the 
barber,  the  deputy  cook,  for  peculation. 

2382.  Do  you  know  by  whom  or  by  what  means  this  peculation  was  discovered  ?— I 
cannot  say  indeed  how  it  was. 


2383.  It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  that  at  an  investigation 
that  took  place  on  that  occasion,  it  was  found  the  head  nurse  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
giving  beer  to  one  of  the  nurses,  in  order  that  she  might  remain  silent  on  the  subject  of 
the  frauds  that  -were  perpetrated — has  any  alteration  been  made  in  the  arrangements 
relative  to  beer  in  consequence  of  that  occurrence?— Yes ; Miss  Shannon  at  present  gives 
out  the  beer,  and  from  lists  made  out  by  me  every  day,  for  all  the  departments. 

2384.  Have  any  steps  been  taken,  in  consequence  of  the  disclosures  which  then  took 
place,  to  check  the  issue  of  stores  and  prevent  future  peculation? — Yes,  every  precaution 
has  been  used,  and  lists  are  made  out. 

2385.  Is  the  practice  the  same  as  before  ? — I should  say  it  is. 

2386.  Had  the  frauds  perpetrated  by  the  barber  and  deputy-cook,  who  was  also  breadman, 
reference  to  bread,  or  to  what  articles? — I heard  something  of  its  being  meat  that  he  took. 

3387.  For  what  period  are  the  contracts  generally  taken  ?— For  twelvemonths ; but  lat- 
terly the  contracts  for  bread  and  meat  were  for  three  months,  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st 
of  January.  The  meat  and  bread  were  not  approved  of,  and  the  Board  altered  the  contract. 

. 2388.  How  are  the  contractors  selected  ? — Tenders  are  advertised  for,  and  the  applica- 
tions decided  upon  by  the  Board. 

2389.  There  is  a contract  for  male  clothing  ?— There  is. 

2390.  Is  there  a contract  for  female  clothing?— Not  that  I know  of. 

2391.  Is  there  any  contract  for  the  supply  of  counterpanes  or  sheeting  ? — None. 

2392.  How  are  those  articles  procured  ? — They  are  purchased  by  the  matron,  I believe. 
. 23  9 3-  Axe  they  ever  brought  into  your  store  ?— They  are  only  brought  into  my  store 
in  the  way  that  I have  already  described. 

2394.  I observe  that,  in  the  disbursements  of  the  asylum  for  the  month  ending  24th 
October,  1850,  there  is  a sum  of  £3  paid  to  the  manager  for  forage — what  is  the  explana- 
tion.0* that? — That  is  thirty  days’  forage  for  the  horse  of.  the  establishment,  at  two 
shillings  a-day. 


2395.  Do  you  know  how  that  horse  is  employed  ? — He  brought  the  vegetables  to  the 
market,  when  we  sold  vegetables,  and  he  is  the  farm-horse. 

2396.  I observe  also  £l  18.?.  4 d.  paid  to  the  manager  for  medical  diet  ? — That  is  the. 
disbursement  for  eggs,  lemons,  and  a variety  of  little  things  of  that  sort. 
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Dublin,  8th  November,  1856. 

present. Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Lutwidge,  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

The  Richmond  District  Asylum — (continued). 


Dtm  uk. 


The  Richmond 
District  Asylum— 
(continued). 


Joshua  Nunn , Esq.,  sworn  ancl  examined.  Joshua  Nunn,  Esq. 

2397.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  connexion  with  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Secretary  and 

Asylum  ? — Accouutant  and  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Governors.  Accountant; 

2398.  Do  you  keep  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  ? — Yes- 

2399.  You  therefore  attend  the  Board  on  each  occasion  ? — Yes. 

2100.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — Since  June,  1832. 

2401.  Were  any  instructions  given  to  you,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  to  the  duties  His  duties, 
you  would  have  to  perform,  when  your  appointment  took  place  ? — Ne,  I did  not  receive 
any  particular  instructions. 

2102.  Was  your  predecessor  also  accountant  and  secretary  to  the  Board  ? — No,  he  was 
not.  The  minutes,  before  I was  appointed  secretary  to  the  Board,  were  taken  by  one  of 
the  Governors.  The  late  Mr.  Peile  generally  took  them ; but  previous  to  that  there  had 
been  a secretary  to  the  institution,  and  on  his  death  the  vacancy  was  not  filled  up. 

2403.  Are  you  aware  when  the  office  of  accountant  and  secretary  was  first  created? — 

I could  not  mention  the  exact  date.  There  were  an  accountant  and  secretrary;  two 
individuals  filled  those  offices  before  the  asylum  became  a district  asylum.  From  the 
time,  I should  think,  of  its  first  establishment,  I am  the  first  person  who  filled  both  offices. 

One  gentleman  who  held  the  office  of  secretary  was  Mr.  Wainright,  and  Mr.  Hendrick,  I 
think,  was  the  accountant. 

2404.  But  at  the  actual  time  of  your  appointment  there  was  no  secretary  ? — No.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Wainright,  the  Governors  recommended  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  not  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy,  and  one  of  them  kept  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  as  I have  stated,  until 
my  appointment.  The  present  Governors  of  the  asylum  found  it  very  inconvenient,  and 
they  appointed  me  to  the  office. 

2403.  What  duties  do  you  discharge  as  secretary  ? — I attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board, 
take  down  the  minutes  in  a rough  minute-book,  and  copy  them  out  in  the  fair  minute- 
book;  and  any  communications  from  the  Board  I write,  but  they  are  signed  by  the 
manager. 

2406.  You  are  conversant,  therefore,  with  the  mode  in  which  the  business  of  the  Board 
is  conducted  ? — Yes. 

2407.  With  regard  to  the  manner  of  entering  into  contracts,  would  you  state  the  course  Contracts, 
of  proceeding  ? — About  the  time  that  it  is  necessary  to  enter  into  a new  contract,  a month 

or  so  before,  the  matter  is  mentioned  to  the  Board,  and  they  direct  advertisements  to  be 
inserted  in  the  three  morning  papers,  inviting  tenders  from  different  parties.  Those  par- 
ties call  to  the  asylum,  and  they  get  printed  forms,  which  they  fill  up,  and  those  are  laid 
before  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting,  and  the  Board  decide  for  whatever  they  conceive 
would  be  the  most  advantageous  to  the  institution. 

2408.  Are  the  contracts  entered  into  half-yearly  or  yearly  ? — Yearly,  up  to  October  last,  Articles  supplied  by. 
when  the  contracts  for  bread  and  meat  were  taken  only  for  three  months  ; but  all  the  other 

contracts  for  a year,  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  30th  September  following. 

2409.  Can  you  enumerate  the  articles  that  are  supplied  by  contract? — I have  a list  of 
them  here.  Meat,  bread,  beer,  oatmeal,  ling,  butter,  new  milk  and  buttermilk,  white  soap, 
yellow  soap,  soda,  lamp  oil,  straw,  blankets,  male  servants’  clothing,  shoes  for  male  ser- 
vants and  female  servants,  and  male  and  female  patients;  sweeping-brushes,  hand-brushes, 
and  white-washing  brushes ; tin  ware,  iron  round  pots,  quart  porringers,  pint  porringers, 
covered  tea-tins  and  chambers ; salt,  groceries,  and,  I should  also  mention,  coals  and  gas 
by  contract. 

2410.  Now  state  the  articles  that  are  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  are  not  80 

supplied  by  contract? — Different  articles  of  furniture  are  bought,  but  not  by  contract.  5 
Tobacco  and  snuff,  stationery  and  printing — there  is  no  regular  contract  for  that,  but  there 

is  an  agreement  as  to  the  price ; medicines  and  wine  are  not  got  by  contract;  porter  gems 
along  with  beer,  and  there  is  no  contract  for  them.  The  porter  goes  under  the  head  of  medi- 
cinal expenses  for  medical  purposes-  , , „ „ 

2411.  What  articles  are  included  in  the  medical  diet  for  which  monthly  payments  axe  Details  as  to  both 
made?. — Chickens,  eggs,  and  lemons. 

2412.  You  have  stated  there  is  a contract  for  blankets? — Yes. 

2413.  Is  there  any  contract  for  the  supply  of  counterpanes? — No. 

2414.  Are  they  included  under  the  head  of  furniture ’—They  are  included  under  the 
head  of  bedding. 

2415.  Is  the  bedding  generally  supplied  by  contract?— No,  with  the  exception  of  blankets. 

2416.  Are  the  materials  for  the  making  up  of  female  clothing  purchased  by  contract? 

— -No. 

2417.  Ia  linen  for  shirting,  &c.,  purchased  by  contract? — No. 

2418.  How  is  the  clothing  for  the  male  inmates  provided? — It  is  not  purchased  by 
contract 

2419.  How  is  the  towelling  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  supplied  ? — It  is  purchased 
hy  the  matron,  or  applied  for  in  the  monthly  application. 
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2420-  How  is  the  material  used  by  the  weavers  in  the  looms  supplied  ? — Not  by  contract 

2421.  Can  you  state  why  those  several  articles  that  you  have  referred  to  are  not  supplied 
by  contract? — Not  from  my  own  knowledge  ; but  I understood  it  to  be,  that  formerly  it 
was  considered  more  advisable  by  the  Board  that  the  matron  should  purchase  those  dif- 
ferent articles,  as  they  would  be  got  at  more  advantageous  prices  than  by  contract. 

2422.  We  have  been  given  to  understand  that  the  male  clothing  is  sent  in  as  ordered 
to  the  storekeeper — are  we  to  understand  that  that  is  not  furnished  by  a contractor,  but  bv 
a person  with  whom  a special  arrangement  for  its  supply  is  made  ? — The  person  that  a 
special  arrangement  is  made  with,  but  he  furnishes  it  at  the  same  price. 

2423.  Are  the  seeds  required  for  the  garden  provided  by  contract? — No. 

2424.  Are  the  garden  implements  provided  by  contract? — No. 

2425.  Is  any  contract  entered  into  for  the  maintenance  of  the  building? — No;  there  was 
a contract  for  keeping  the  roof  of  the  building  in  repair,  but  that  expired  a short  time  ago 
and  the  Governors  thought  it  better  not  to  enter  into  a fresh  contract. 

242G.  Is  there  any  contract  for  painting  or  plumbing? — No. 

2427.  Do  you  prepare  the  annual  estimates  for  the  supplies  that  will  probably  be 
required? — They  are  prepared  quarteily.  One  of  the  forms  that  I now  produce  is 
sent  in  every  quarter  to  the  Privy  Council  Office.  The  one  I produce  is  the  last  that 
was  furnished. 

2428.  Are  those  estimates  prepared  by  you? — Yes. 

2429.  When  the  estimate  is  approved  and  returned  to  the  Governors,  who  issues  orders 
for  the  supplies  to  the  contractors? — They  are  ordered  by  the  manager. 

2430.  By  a written  order  ? — A printed  form. 

2431.  Is  any  notification  of  these  orders  or  estimates  given  to  the  storekeeper  ? In 

most  instances  he  fills  the  order  himself,  and  it  is  signed  by  the  manager. 

2432.  In  the  case  of  articles  which  are  not  supplied  by  contract,  what  is  the  course  of 
proceeding — does  the  storekeeper  receive  any  notice  of  those  supplies  being  ordered  to 
come  in  ? — Sometimes  he  does,  and  at  other  times  perhaps  not.  If  they  come  within  hjs 
immediate  department,  he  does. 

2433.  Are  all  the  supplies  which  are  ordered  by  the  manager  brought  in  to  the  store- 
keeper and  put  in  his  charge  ? — No,  they  are  not.  I think  there  is  not  a proper  system  of 
storekeeping ; it  might  be  very  much  improved.  All  the  provisions  are  brought  in  to  the 
storekeeper,  and  different  articles  of  clothing ; and  then  the  tin-ware  and  brushes  are  kept 
in  another  part. 

2434.  Where  are  they  kept  ? — In  a store  near  the  manager’s  apartment. 

2435.  Where  are  the  shoes  kept?— The  shoes  are  kept  in  a place  off  the  hall,  near  the 
entrance  door. 

2436.  When  bedding  is  ordered  which  is  not  supplied  by  contract,  where  is  that  stored? 
— I believe  it  is  sometimes  stored  in  the  storekeeper’s  lower  store,  down  near  his  office, 
but  it  is  very  frequently  put  into  immediate  use.  I do  not  know  much  about  those  things. 

2437.  In  what  respect  do  you  consider  the  arrangements  for  storing  operate  defec- 
tively ? I do  not  think  there  is  a sufficient  store,  in  the  first  instance ; in  the  next 
instance,  I do  not  think  things  come  into  the  store  as  regularly  as  they  should,  aud  are 
entered,  and  then  regularly  issued. 

2438.  If  supplies  are  brought  into  the  house,  and  go  into  use  without  passing  through 
the  storekeeper’s  hands,  how  can  he  keep  a record  of  the  supplies  and  the  consumption? — 
He  cannot  do  so-,  and  that  is  just  what  I think  to  he  one  of  the  deficiencies. 

. 2439.  In  point  of  fact,  are  there  sufficient  securities  against  misapplication  or  pecula- 
tion ? — I dare  say  there  are — I could  not  say  positively ; but,  as  far  as  I know  myself,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  misapplication.  I do  not  know  exactly  that  there  are  sufficient 
securities  against  it. 

2440.  Is  it  the  fact  that  there  has  been  peculation  ? — Yes. 

. 2441.  Have  any  alterations  been  made  in  the  system  pursued  in  consequence  of  the 
discovery  of  peculation  ? — No,  there  have  been  no  alterations  made  in  the  system.  The 
parties  found  guilty  of  the  peculation  have  been  dismissed. 

2442.  Are  the  medicines  ordered  by  the  apothecary,  or  do  the  orders  for  them  come 
through  the  manager?— They  are  ordered  by  the  apothecary  himself. 

2443.  Then  the  apothecary  orders  the  medicines,  stores  them,  and  dispenses  them? — 
Yes. 

2444.  What  was  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  peculation  which  occurred  and  to  which 
you  refer  ? — It  was  with  regard  to  meat  and  bread ; I cannot  exactly  say  how  much  was 
taken. 

2445.  In  what  department  did  it  occur  ? — In  the  kitchen  department. 

2446.  How  did  it  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board? — The  manager  got  information 
of  it,  and  he  brought  the  matter  before  the  Board,  as  well  as  I recollect.  I should  also 
state  that  beer  was  one  of  the  articles. 

2447.  What  steps  were  taken  in  consequence  ? — The  matter  was  first  investigated  by 
the  Inspectors;  they  reported  to  the  Board,  and  there  was  an  investigation  held  by  the  Board. 

Was  it  investigated  by  the  Inspectors  before  it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Board  ? — If  I recollect  right,  it  was  reported  to  the  Board  first,  then  the  Inspectors  inves- 
tigated and  reported  to  the  Board;  and  the  Board  then  held  a further  investigation  them- 
selves. 

2449.  At  what  conclusion  did  the  Inspectors  arrive  in  their  report? — They  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  there  were  three  parties  guilty. 

2450.  You  stated  the  matter  was  re -investigated  by  the  Board — was  that  merely  that 
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they  might  have  before  them  the  same  evidence  on  which  the  Inspectors  arrived  at  that  Dcduh. 
result  ? — Yes,  and  that  they  might  make  some  further  inquiry  into  the  matter.  

2451.  Did  the  Board  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  as  the  Inspectors’— Yes  The  Richmond 

2452.  Were  the  parties  dismissed ’—They  were.  ' Jhi**?' 

2453.  All  of  them?— There  were  three  dismissed.  There  was  another,  I think,  that  ^ Ua  unn’ Esa' 
was  considered  to  be  implicated  in  the  matter,  baton  account  of  the  straightforward  man- 
ner in  which  she  gave  her  testimony,  and  from  other  circumstances,  the  Board  did  not 

think  she  was  so  guilty  as  the  others,  and  they  retained  her— that  is  the  kitchen-maid. 

2454.  Has  the  case  of  peculation  to  which  you  refer  been  the  only  one  that  has  taken 
place  within  your  knowledge  ’—Yes,  I think  it  is ; it  is  the  only  one  I can  call  to  recollec- 
tion at  present. 

2455.  With  regard  to  the  wine  and  spirits  which  may  be  used  in  the  establishment,  you 

state  they  are  not  supplied  by  contract,  but  are  ordered  by  the  manager  ’—The  wine  is 
ordered  by  the  apothecary.  In  the  first  instance  the  medical  officers  order  wine  for 
whatever  patients  they  think  require  it,  and  then  the  apothecary  orders  it.  Any  supplies 
are  ordered  by  the  manager.  1 1 

2456.  What  means  are  token  to  check  the  consumption  of  the  several  articles  which  are  Weans  of  checking 

brought  into  the  house  ? — They  are  chocked  by  the  clerk  or  storekeeper.  tlie  consumption. 

2457.  What  check  can  he  have  upon  articles  which  are  never  brought  into  the  store  or 
issued  by  him? — He  can  have  no  check  upon  those,  I should  say. 

2458.  By  what  means  can  the  Board  check  the  accuracy  of  the  consumption  of  those 
articles  ? — I do  not  know  that  the  Board  have  any  means  of  checking  it.  The  consumption 
is  certified  by  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  for  some  articles,  and  by  the  manager  for  others. 

2459.  Are  there  any  books  kept  which  contain  a daily  entry  of  the  consumption  of  those 
articles  which  are  ordered  by  the  manager  ’ — He  keeps  some  small  book  himself,  in  which 
he  enters  some  things ; I am  not  aware  whether  he  enters  all  of  them. 

2460.  Is  that  book  one  that  would  show  the  daily  consumption  of  each  article  ? No,  it 

is  a small  book. 

2401.  Is  that  ever  submitted  to  the  Board? — No,  it  is  not. 

246S.  Is  it  usual  to  submit  all  the  tenders  for  contracts  to  the  Privy  Council?— Yes.  Sotaittinc contact. 

2463.  Is  it  m accordance  with  any  order  of  the  Council  that  is  done  ’ — Yes,  I think  it  to  the  Privy  Council, 
is.  It  has  always  been  the  practice  since  I was  connected  with  the  institution  ; it  has  been 
the  practice  for  the  last  eleven  years. 

. 2464.  Am  I to  understand  that  even  in  such  a matter  as  the  whitewashing  of  the  house, 
it  is  the  practice  to  lay  tlie  tenders  for  it  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for 
approval  ? — Yes,  it  is  always  done — the  tenders  of  every  class. 

24G5.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  contracts  are  always  submitted  to  the  Privy  Council, 
distinct  from  tlie  quarterly  estimates  ? — Yes. 

246G.  As  to  the  articles  which  are  not  supplied  by  contract,  is  any  such  communication 
made  to  the  Privy  Council  ’ — No. 

2467.  With  regard  to  the  vegetables  and  the  crops  which  are  grown  upon  the  farm,  who  The  farm ; produce, 
makes  an  entry  of  the  supplies  daily  furnished  to  the  house  ’—Tlie  clerk  and  storekeeper,  accounts,  &c. 

I should  think.  There  is  a small  book  I keep,  a copy  of  which  is  furnished  eveiy  month 
to  the  Audit  Office,  in  which  there  is  an  entry  of  the  vegetables  sold. 

2468.  Are  any  sold  now  ? — Not  at  present.  All  that  can  be  grown  are  consumed  in  the 
house.  Tlie  book  has  an  account  of  vegetables  that  could  not  be  consumed  in  the  house, 
and  were  sold  in  the  market  for  the  benefit  of  the  establishment. 

2469.  Is  there  any  debtor  and  creditor  account  kept  of  the  garden  ’ — There  was  an 
account  of  that  kind  kept,  but  I do  not  think  latterly  it  has  been  kept. 

2470.  The  book  now  produced  would  only  show  the  quantity  of  produce  that  might 
have  been  sold  at  any  time  ?— Yes. 

2471.  Are  there  any  books  kept  which  would  enable  the  Governors  to  see  what  is  the 
fnn'3a~  expenditure  upon  the  garden,  and  the  annual  receipts  therefrom  ’ — There  is  no 

ook  kept,  but  we  have  an  account  made  out  every  year.  I produce  a copy  of  last  year's 
account.  [Same  is  produced.] 

oj7o’  w.k°m  *s  ^8  account  made  out? — By  the  clerk  and  storekeeper. 

2473.  In  this  account  I see  the  asylum  is  debited  with  the  articles  sold  to  it? — Yes. 

9i tv11^  on  the  other  side  credited  by  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  the  farm? — Yes. 

• *7^'  ~[ow  does  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  know  that  this  statement  of  the  month's  expense 
^ suPPhed  him  with  these  particulars,  token  fromtlie  month’s  expenditure-book. 

2476.  Who  regulates  the  disbursements  made  for  the  farm,  which  are  entered  in  the 
s expenditure-book? — That  expenditure  is  controlled  by  the  manager  entirely. 

217H  t °U  mere^  euter  what  the  manager  states  to  you  as  being  expended?. — That  is  all. 

2478.  Is  the  month’s  expenditure-book  examined  monthly  by  the  Governors? — At 
very  meeting  in  the  month  it  is  brought  before  them  with  tlie  accounts,  which  they 
examine,  and  then  order  the  payments  ; and  at  the  next  meeting  the  accounts  are  again 
before  them  ma  the  receipts 

J r 6n  veSei-ables  were  sold,  to  whom  was  the  sale  entrusted? — The  vegetables 
android  th°Wn  t0  ^ ve§etakk  uiarket,  and  the  gate-porter  went  down  in  tlie  morning 

v°uchers  of  sale  did  he  produce  ? — He  brought  back  some  dockets  for  sales, 

248lh6TgaVe  t0  the  manager- 

tioa  d ‘ Xt  ■t^e  ^Sul0^  Practice  of  the  storekeeper  or  other  officer,  by  personal  inspec- 
xJP1 , u^mries  in  the  several  wards,  to  see  that  the  provisions  are  properly  issued  and 
utea? — Not  of  the  storekeeper. 
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2462.  What  officer  discharges  that  dxity  ? — That  is  looked  after  by  the  manager  and 
matron. 

2483.  As  I understand,  an  application  is  made  each  quarter  for  an  advance  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund? — Yes. 

2484.  What  is  the  course  of  proceeding  in  reference  to  that  money  ? — One  of  the  forms 
which  I showed  you  is  filled  up.  On  the  tenth  of  each  month  preceding  each  quarter  an 
application  is  made  to  the  Under-Secretary  for  the  probable  amount  that  will  be  required 
for  the  expenses  of  the  current  quarter.  Then,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the 
quarter,  an  account,  similar  to  that  which  I now  produce,  is  made  out  of  the  expenditure, 
and  also  of  the  anticipated  expense  for  the  succeeding  quarter.  This  is  sent  to  the  Council 
Office.  The  application  is  laid  before  the  Council,  and  they  make  an  order  for  the  money. 
We  get  a notification  of  that  order,  and  in  some  time  we  get  a letter  from  the  Paymaster  of 
Civil  Service,  stating  the  amount  is  lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland  to  the  credit  of  the 
Governors. 

2485.  By  whom  axe  the  checks  upon  the  account  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland  signed  ?— By 
three  of  the  Governors. 

2486.  Are  they  countersigned  by  any  officer? — No. 

2487.  In  the  account  of  monthly  disbursements  I see  a sum  down  to  yourself? — That 
is  for  the  payment  of  sums  under  £5 ; no  drafts  are  drawn  for  them,  but  there  is  a general 
draft  drawn  in  my  name,  and  those  small  sums  are  paid  in  cash. 

2488.  Are  the  accounts  which  you  keep  in  conformity  with  those  laid  down  in  the  rules 
and  regulations  ? — I believe  they  are. 

2489.  Are  the  accounts  of  the  asylum  kept  on  the  system  of  double  entry  that  was  for- 
mally approved  by  the  Inspector- General? — No. 

2490.  In  what  manner  are  they  now  kept  ? — Kept  in  the  monthly  expenditure-book  you 
see  before  you ; that  is  the  principal  book. 

2491.  Do  you  consider  that  enables  you,  with  equal  clearness  and  accuracy,  to  make 
out  the  half-yearly  charges  against  the  several  counties  ? — I do,  and  I think  it  is  the  most 
expeditious  and  accurate  way. 

2492.  Are  the  accounts  of  the  asylum  audited  by  the  Board  of  Audit? — They  are. 

2493.  Was  that  return  which  appears  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Seventh  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Asylums  prepared  by  you  ? — Yes,  I should  think  it  was. 

2494.  That  is  the  return  of  the  expenditure  for  the  years  ending  81st  March,  1854  and 
1855  respectively? — -Yes. 

2495.  I believe  that  return  shows  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  former  year  was  426, 
and  in  the  latter  year  446  ? — Yes,  it  does — the  average  number. 

2496.  I believe  the  expenditure  for  patients’  provisions  in  the  year- 1854  is  there  stated 
at  £2,997? — Yes. 

2497.  And  in  1855  at  £3,558? — Yes. 

2498.  How  can  you  account  for  that  increase,  considering  there  was  only  a difference  of 
twenty  in  the  average  number  of  patients  ? — As  well  as  I can  account  for  it  now,  from 
recollection,  it  must  be  from  the  increased  cost  of  provisions. 

2499.  Will  the  same  explanation  apply  to  the  increase  in  groceries,  from  £500  in  the 
former  year  to  £553  in  the  succeeding  year? — I should  think  it  will. 

2500.  Will  it  also  apply  to  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  patients’  clothing,  from  £31 6 in  the 
former  year  to  £523  in  the  latter  year? — I do  not  know  that  the  price  of  those  articles  would 
be  so  much  affected  in  those  years ; but  it  is  the  only  way  I can  account  for  it  at  present 

2501.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  price  of  the  provisions,  the  groceries,  and  of  the 
clothing,  increased  so  much  in  the  year  1855,  as  compared  with  1854,  as  to  be  a satisfac- 
tory explanation  of  the  increased  expenditure  ? — I cannot  exactly  say  just  at  present.  It 
may  be  that  there  were  more  of  those  articles  of  clothing  required,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  patieuts  coming  into  the  house. 

2502.  Are  you  enabled  to  state,  from  any  documents  in  your  possession,  that  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  articles  required  to  sustain  the  explanation  you  have  now  suggested?— 
No,  I am  not. 

2503.  Under  what  heading  would  the  gas  be  included  in  that  statement  of  expenditure? 
— Under  the  heading  of  “ soap  and  candles.” 

2504.  Under  what  heading  would  beer  and  porter  be  included  ? — The  beer  would  be 
under  the  head  of  “ provisions,”  and  the  porter  under  the  head  of  “ medical  expenses.” 

2505.  How  do  you  account  for  there  being  no  entry  in  the  former  of  those  years  for 
coals  ? — The  coals  that  were  ordered  for  that  year  were  not  paid  for  until  the  succeeding 
year.  There  was  a strike  amongst  the  colliers  in  that  year,  and  also  a great  rise  in  the 
price  of  the  carriage  of  coals ; and  instead  of  the  supply  being  sent  within  a few  months,  as 
is  generally  the  case,  the  contractor  made  an  application  to  the  Board,  and  he  was  allowed 
to  supply  them  from  time  to  time,  always  keeping  a sufficient  quantity  in  the  house.  In 
that  way  it  ran  on  till  the  next  year,  and  the  payment  was  not  made  till  then. 

2506.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  items  put  down  for  coals  in  1855  may  be  considered  as 
representing  an  expenditure  under  that  head  for  two  years? — Yes. 

2507.  Can  you  state' what  was  the  actual  expenditure  in  the  Richmond  Asylum  within 
the  last  year  ? — To  the  31st  of  March  last  it  was  £12,072  Is.  10 d.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  year  in  April,  1855,  the  house  was  not  fall.  The  number  has  been  gradually 
increasing  up  to  a short  time  back. 

2508.  Can  you  state  what  proportions  of  the  sum  were  charged  against  the  counties  com- 
prised in  the  district? — I have  the  returns  here — one  for  seven  months  from  the  25th 
May  to  the  24th  December,  1855,  and  the  other  for  five  months,  from  the  24th  December, 
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1855,  to  tlie  26th  May,  1856.  These  are  the  last  two.  There  was  .£7,635  10s.  7d.  against 
the  city  of  Dublin ; there  was  £2,458  Gs.  9 <7.  against  the  county  Dublin ; £210  Is.  2d.  was 
chargeable  against  the  county  of  Meath ; the  count}'  of  Wicklow  was  charged  the  sum  of 
£1,232  7s.  10/7.;  the  county  of  Louth  £751  8s.  7 cl. ; and  the  county  of  the  town  of 
Drogheda,  £113  9 s. 

2509.  How  are  the  average  numbers  of  patients  calculated  in  those  returns — are  they 
daily  or  weekly  averages  ?— That  is  a daily  average  in  the  return  in  the  Seventh  Report 
of  Inspectors  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums.  The  last  return  sent  into  the  Corporation  was  up 

to  the  26th  May  last. 

2510.  Is  the  charge  against  a county  made  for  the  number  of  days  each  individual 
chargeable  on  the  county  is  in  the  asylum  ? — Not  for  each  individual.  There  is  an  average 
taken  of  the  entire  number  of  patients  in  the  institution  from  each  county  for  the  five  and 
the  seven  months. 

2511.  You  know  how  many  there  were  from  each  comity  each  day? — Yes,  the  morning 
statement-hook  gives  that ; we  work  out  the  account  from  that. 

25121  Can  you  state  what  was  the  consumption  of  beer  last  year  ? — I could  give  you  the 
number  of  barrels  of  beer,  but  not  now.  During  a portion  of  the  year  the  porter  was  got 
in  pintbottles ; latterly  it  has  been  got  by  the  cask. 

2513.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  - porter  was  in  charge  of  the  apothecary? — No,  it  is 
in  charge  of  the  clerk  and  storekeeper,  and  is  given  out,  I think,  by  the  head-nurse.  The 
porter  is  included  under  the  head  of  “ medical  diet.”  All  those  are  included  in  the 
monthly  expenditure-book,  under  the  head  of  “ medical  expenses.” 

2514.  What  explanation  can  you  give  of  the  increase  in  the  expenditure  for  wine  from 
£77  10s.  in  1854,  to  £87  7s.  in  1855,  the  increase  in  the  average  of  inmates  being  only 
twenty  ? — The  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates  accounts  for  it  in  a certain  degree ; as 
to  the  rest  I cannot  say,  unless  more  was  ordered  by  tire  medical  officers. 

2515.  You  stated  there  were  defects  in  the  manner  in  which  the  supplies  were  issued,  and 
the  checks  upon  the  consumption  regulated — have  you  any  thing  to  suggest  with  a view  to 
the  improvement  of  the  system  ? — I cannot  say  that  I have  given  very  much  attention  to 
it,  as  it  was  not  under  my  own  immediate  department;  but  I think  there  ought  to  he  better 
stores  provided  and  properly  fitted  up,  so  as  to  receive  the  different  articles  each  in  their 
respective  places ; and  then  those  articles,  according  as  they  come  into  store,  ought  to 
be  properly  entered  in  a book.  The  old  articles — old  rags  and  tins — after  accumulating 
for  some  time,  are  sold,  and  so  much  is  obtained  for  them,  which  goes  to  the  credit  of  the 
institution.  It  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  there  were  regular  accounts  kept. 

2510.  Does  this  return  in  the  Seventh  Report,  to  which  you  have  referred,  contain  the 
gross  expenditure,  or  is  it  the  net  expenditure,  after  taking  credit  for  any  receipts  on 
account  of  vegetables  or  otherwise? — Yes,  credit  is  given  for  them,  as  appears  in  the 
account  I have  shown  you. 

2517  In  the  quarterly  statement  you  have  produced,  I observe  an  item  of  £46  received 
for  patients — is  that  for  paying  patients? — Yes,  paid  by  the  friends  of  the  patients. 

2518.  For  how  many  patients  was  that  sum  received  ? — I could  not  answer  at  the  moment, 

2519.  At  what  rate  are  the  paying  patients  paid  for  ? — It  varies  from  £5  a-year  up  to 
£20 ; but  £5  does  not  cover  any  tiling  like  the  expense.  In  this  year,  ending  31st  March, 

1856,  there  was  received,  towards  the  support  of  the  patients,  £88  7s.  Od. ; the  sale  of 
garden  produce  made  up  £103  19s.  3d.,  andfor  the  sale  of  old  rags  and  old  tins,  £7  3s.  2d.; 
and  then  there  was  a bequest  made  to  the  institution  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Lebas  of 
£94  3s.  3/7. 

2520.  How  was  that  bequest  applied? — That  was  applied  more  particularly  to  the  build- 
ing of  a new  lodge  at  the  entrance-gnte;  but  it  was  lodged  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
general  fund  by  Surgeon  Adams,  who  was  the  executor. 

2521  What  is  the  total  cost  of  the  lodge  which  was  erected? — £134. 

2522.  Was  the  difference  defrayed  out  of  the  current  expenditure  of  the  asylum,  or  was 
there  an  order  in  Council  ? — There  was  an  order  in  Council  for  it ; but,  by  some  error, 
that  order  in  Council  was  made  in  favour  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

2523.  And  the  difference  in  the  cost  was  charged  to  annual  maintenance?— -The  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  will  be  charged  for  repairs  and  alterations  from  the  general  fund. 

2524.  The  lodge  to  which  you  refer  is  the  lodge  of  the  old  asylum  ? — Yes,  the  lodge  of 
the  old  asylum. 

2525.  The  meetings  of  the  Governors  are  held  once  a fortnight? — Generally  speaking ; 

sometimes  there  may  be  an  adjournment  for  three  weeks.  . . 

. 2526.  Is  there  any  visiting  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors  to  visit  the 
institution? — No. 

. 2527.  Do  the  Governors  themselves,  on  the  day  of  meeting,  or  on  any  other,  make  an 
inspection  of  the  asylum  ? — No,  they  do  not- 

2528.  Do  the  Governors  inspect  the  stores  or  provisions? — They  inspect  the  provisions 
if  there  are  complaints  made  of  them. 

2529  Do  they  inspect  them  generally  ? — No,  it  is  not  the  general  practice. 

2530.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  ^regularly  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  ? — Yes,  very  regularly;  sometimes  they  may  be  absent,  hut  generally 
they  are  present. 

2531.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  by  voting? — Yes;  they  were  appointed  three 
<?r  four  years  ago. 

•.  2532.  Do  they  undertake,  on  those  occasions,  to  audit  the  monthly  accounts,  or  engage 
in  the  minute  investigation  of  matters  at  the  Board? — Yes,  they  do. 
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2533.  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  Board  to  refer  all  complaints  for  their  report  ?— Not. 
always ; sometimes  they  do. 

2534.  Is  there  any  book  kept  in  the  asylum  in  which  the  Inspectors  enter  their  visits 
or  make  any  observations  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — No. 

2535.  Is  there  any  book  kept  in  which  the  observations  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
institution  are  entered  for  submission  to  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — The  medical  officers 
have  a report-book,  in  which  they  report  occasionally.  The  manager  has  a report  book, 
in  which  he  reports  at  every  meeting  of  the  Board  ; and  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  has  a 
report-book,  in  which  he  reports  on  the  quality  of  the  provisions. 

2530.  Are  those  reports  submitted  to  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

2537.  Is  there  a book  called  a “Memorandum  Book”  required  by  the  regulations,  in 
which  an  entry  should  be  made  of  the  matters  submitted  for  consideration,  as  well  as  of 
the  communications  from  the  manager  to  the  Board,  in  order  that  such  communications 
may  remain  on  record,  with  the  decision  of  the  Board  thereon,  to  he  noted  in  the  margin 
by  the  chairman  ? — No. 

2538.  The  admissions  that  come  before  the  Board  are  the  admissions  of  applicants? — 
Yes. 

2539.  Dangerous  lunatics  and  others  forwarded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  are  admitted 
without  being  brought  before  the  Board  ? — Yes  ; they  are  admitted  on  the  warrant  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant;  but  it  is  mentioned  on  every  board  day  by  the  manager,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  minutes,  what  patients  of  that  description  have  been  admitted  since  the  previous  Board. 

2540.  The  other  indications  are  admitted  by  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

2541.  Is  there  a report  made  to  the  Board  of  the  patients  discharged  by  the  medical 
officers  and  manager  ? — The  number  of  discharges  are  entered  on  the  minutes  of  each 
meeting  ; but  there  is  no  detail,  merely  the  numbers  are  given. 

2542.  Is  there  no  order  made  confirming  the  propriety  of  those  discharges  ? — No. 

2543.  So  that  the  discharges  rest,  in  fact,  with  the  medical  officers  and  manager  ? — Yes. 

2544.  With  respect  to  patients  who  are  admitted  as  paying  patients,  in  case  the  annual 
payment  is  not  regularly  made,  what  course  is  pursued  by  the  Board  with  respect  to  them? 

There  has  never  been  any  thing  done  with  regard  to  that.  I may  mention  there  is  great 

irregularity  with  respect  to  payments  for  patients. 

2545.  Are  the  payments  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly? — Generally  quarterly. 

2543.  Are  they  ever  made  in  advance? — Sometimes;  but  that  was  considered  inad- 
visable, as  in  case  of  the  death  of  a patient,  so  much  would  have  to  be  refunded.  There 
is  merely  a promise  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  a patient  that  they  will  pay  so  much  per 
annum  for  his  support. 

2547.  There  is  no  written  document  ? — No  ; it  is  sometimes  written  on  the  admission 
paper  that  they  engage  to  pay  so  much  ; perhaps  in  all  cases  that  may  be  done  ; I know  it 
is  in  some  ; but  I cannot  say  whether  it  is  done  in  all. 

2548.  Are  the  sums  received  for  paying  patients  deducted  from  the  gross  expenditure 
before  that  is  distributed  among  the  counties? — Yes. 

2549.  Does  it  frequently  occur  that  payments,  after  having  been  made  for  a short  period, 
cease? — Yes. 

2550.  Is  that  more  frequently  the  case  than  the  contrary  ? — No ; I do  not  know  that  it  is. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Wrigley  sworn  and  examined. 

2551.  Wliat  situation  do  you  occupy  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  ? — Matron. 

2552.  How  long  is  it  since  you  were  appointed  to  that  office  ? — It  is  very  near  twenty- 
six  years — over  twenty-five  )'ears. 

2553.  Are  you  matron  of  the  whole  institution  ? — Yes. 

2554.  The  old  and  new  asylums  and  the  infirmary? — Yes. 

2555.  What  duties  do  you  discharge  in  that  capacity  ? — I have  to  attend  to  all  the  wants 
of  the  establishment,  that  is,  in  the  way  of  clothing,  bedding,  and  furniture,  and  all  things 
except  food,  and  that  I look  after  too. 

2556.  Are  the  female  servants  particularly  under  your  charge  ? — Those  in  the  old  house, 
not  in  the  new,  and  in  the  infirmary. 

2557.  Under  whom  are  the  servants  and  nurses  in  the  new  house  ? — Miss  Blundell,  the- 
assistant  matron. 

2558.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  all  the  wards  of  the  old  house  ? — Generally  every 
day.  I seldom  miss  a day  except  I am  kept  very  busy.  I generally  do  so  twice  a day- 

2559.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  the  wards  of  the  new  house  ? — Not  very  often.  The 
business  increased  so  much  of  late  that  I could  not  get  to  attend  it. . 

2560.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  the  infirmaries  ? — Once  a fortnight,  perhaps,  or,  may 
be,  less  than  that. 

2561.  Is  the  duty  of  superintending  the  servants  and  inspecting  the  wards  in  the  new 
asylum  left  to  the  assistant  matron  ? — Yes. 

2562.  To  whom  is  it  left  in  the  infirmary  ? — Mrs.  Black,  the  matron  there ; at  the  same 
time  I give  them  every  aid  that  they  require.  They  have  only  to  see  that  the  servants 
attend  to  their  business. 

2563.  Is  it  your  duty  to  see  each  patient  on  those  occasions  ? — I may,  and  I may  not » 
if  I have  some  other  business  pressing,  I may  forget  to  do  so. 

2564.  At  what  hour  of  the  day  does  your  inspection  generally  take  place? — No  particular 
hour ; 11  o’clock  is  the  right  hour,  if  I can  get  to  go  ; very  often  business  prevents  me,  and 
the  head  nurse  goes  round  for  me  and  sees  that  the  place  is  clean.  She  assists  m® 111 
cleaning  the  place,  and  in  part  of  the  other  business. 
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2565  Do  you  visit  the  wards  of  the  old  asylum  at  night? — I do  not,  since  the  heavy  Dublin. 
business  came  on.  I go  up  if  there  is  ally  one  sick,  no  matter  at  what  hour.  m mjmmd 

2566.  Is  there  any  person  who  visits  them  at  night  ? — The  night  nurse.  District  Asylum. 

2567.  Is  there  but  one  night  nurse  for  the  female  wards? — Yes  ; she  has  nothing  elseto  do.  Mrg_  Catherine 

2568.  What  are  her  instructions  ? — To  go  round  and  visit  the  rooms,  and  see  that  there  Wrigley. 
is  no  patient  doing  wrong,  or  if  there  is  any  sick  to  attend  to  her,  give  the  drinks  or  what-  The  Night  Nurse, 
ever  medicines  the  physician  may  have  ordered. 

2569-  Is  she  bound  to  make  a daily  report? — She  has  a book  that  the  physicians  see 


every  day. 

2570.  Does  the  night  nurse  make  a report  of  any  occurrence  during  the  night? — No ; 
but  she  comes  down  at  10  o’clock  to  say  what  state  the  divisions  are  in,  and  then  she 
writes  in  her  book,  which  the  physicians  see  every  morning. 

2571.  Does  she  remain  during  the  night? — Yes. 

2572.  Does  she  report  in  the  morning  the  condition  the  wards  were  in  during  the  night? 
No ; unless  there  was  any  one  unwell. 

2573-  Would  she  make  any  record  of  a patient  being  disorderly  ? — No;  the  nurse  of  the 


division  tells  that. 

2574.  I mean  at  night? — No  ; she  does  not. 

2575.  Are  there  any  means  of  checking  the  performance  of  those  duties  ? — Except  that 
I go  occasionally  to  see  if  she  is  on  duty.  I can  hear  from  my  own  apartment  the  door 
opening,  and  if  I did  not  hear  noise,  I would  go- 

2576.  That  has  reference  to  the  early  part  of  the  night? — Up  to  12  o’clock. 

2577.  Is  there  any  tell-tale  clock,  or  any  mechanical  means  of  registering  her  visits  to 
the  wards  ? — No,  except  by  asking  the  nurse  was  she  there  at  such  an  hour. 

2578.  What  are  her  instructions  as  to  looking  into  the  cells  of  dirty  patients  at  that 

time? I do  not  think  she  has  got  any  instructions.  If  there  is  a patient  making  a noise, 

she  goes  in  and  sees,  if  it  be  a suicide  case,  afraid  of  any  mischief  being  done. 

2579.  Has  she  instructions  to  look  into  the  cells  to  see  the  condition  of  the  patients? 

—Yes ; if  she  suspects  any  thing,  she  listens  at  the  door,  and  if  there  is  any  noise  she 
opens  the  door  and  goes  in.  _ „ 

2580.  Do  you  make  yourself  familiar  with  the  several  cases  of  the  female  patients  c — x es. 

2581.  Do  you  ever  hold  communications  with  the  medical  attendant  respecting  those 

cases  ?— If  any  are  unwell  I go  with  him  to  point  them  out.  . . . 

2582.  Do  you  inform  yourself  from  day  to  day,  sufficiently,  of  the  condition  of  each 

patient,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  hold  those  communications  with  the  physician?— No;  I do 
not  go  round  with  the  physician  every  day.  , 

2583.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  several  patients  to  be 
enabled  to  afford  the  physician  full  information  respecting  them  ?— The  physician 
generally  comes  into  the  office,  and  if  he  mention  the  name  of  a patient,  I know  that 
patient;  and  he  states  if  he  wishes  to  let  any  of  them  out  on  leave,  or  put  to  work,  or  any 


The  Matron’s 
knowledge  of  the 


thing  done. 


25S4.  What  steps  are  taken  to  afford  amusements  and  occupation  to  the  patients?—  Ainuseraents  for  the 
They  have  a dance  every  Monday  evening,  and  generally  as  many  as  we  can  allow  come 
to  it ; then  they  go  to  school,  and  have  fancy  work,  and  there  are  books  for  any  that 
wish  them.  In  summer  we  have  a swing  for  them  in  front  of  the  garden,  and  they  walk 
about  in  the  garden.  . , , . * 

2585.  In  the  several  day-rooms  and  wards  are  there  any  books  kept,  or  means  ot 
affording  amusement  to  the  patients  provided? — They  get  them  generally  from  the  school; 
or  the  clergymen  take  books  round  in  their  pockets,  and  give  them  to  the  patients. 

2586.  What  employment  have  the  patients  generally  ?— They  have  to  wash  for  700  E ploym  . 
people,  they  have  to  make  all  their  own  clothing  and  bedding  ; I purchase  all  the 

materials  for  their  clothing  and  bedding,  and  give  it  out  to  be  made  to  t em.  e clothing,  beddingj&c. 

the  articles  giving  them  out,  and  take  in  returns.  , . , 

2587.  When  yon  state  you  purchase  all  the  materials  for  the  clothing,  do  you  mean 
that  you  or  the  manager  makes  the  purchase  ? — I go  to  the  warehouse  and  purchase,  an 
send  them  home,  and  the  invoice  goes  down  to  the  clerk.  He  enters  it  m a hook,  then  it 
comes  up  and  goes  to  the  paymaster,  Mr.  Nunn — the  secretary  he  is  calle  no  ■ 

2588.  When  those  supplies  are  brought  to  the  clerk  and  storekeeper,  are  ve  o 

understand  that  he  only  issues  them  on  requisition  from  you?— When  ™ 

clothing  or  bedding  the  invoice  goes  down  to  him  with  the  goods,  an  , . ,, 

goods,  Li  sees  that  they  are  all  right  according  to  the  invoice.  He  leaves  them  in  the 

store  till  I require  them  out.  He  and  I have  a key  for  the  store.  . , • , , f Account  of  the 

entry  made  hy  the  .toreheeper  or  by—  SgSSZT* 


2589.  Is  any  e 


The  storekeeper  used  to  do  materials  and 


with  me,  and  I would  i*,— 

exactly  the  time ; I suppose  it  is 

™5M°nWosl'the  retail  of  the  storekeeper  to  keep  the  books  you  rrfer  to  ^rhrmght 
under  the  notice  of  the  Governors  or  the  Inspectors  ?— It  was  ; I told  rt.  I cannot  exactly 

a2692.tWhat  steps  were  taken  in  consequence  ?— Dr.  Nugent  came  there,  and  I told 
him  on  one  hoard  day  that  Fitzsimons  refused  to  give  out  the  female  clothing.  Hesaid 
he  would  be  with  me  some  day  in  the  week.  He  came,  and  went  down  and  spoke  to  the 
clerk  and  storekeeper.  At  the  time  the  clerk  was  not  very  well.  He  said,  was  he  to  be 
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storekeeper  or  clerk,  or  storekeeper  and  clerk;  Dr.  Nugent  answered,  “If  you  are  store- 
keeper, you  cease  to  be  clerk ; and  if  you  are  clerk,  you  cease  to  be  storekeeper.”  He 
said  be  could  not  be  running  from  bis  desk  to  give  out  the  clothing ; Dr.  Nugent  said, 
“Maybe  Mrs.  Wrigley  will  do  it  for  you.”  I said  I might  give  out  the  things,  hut  that  I 
could  not  keep  the  books. 

2593-  Was  it  to  one  of  the  Inspectors  and  not  to  the  Board  you  made  the  complaint? 
— Yes. 

2594.  And  the  result  has  been  that  the  storekeeper  pursued  the  course  he  laid  down 
for  himself,  notwithstanding  Dr.  Nugent's  remonstrance? — Yes,  he  gives  out  the  male 
clothing,  hut  not  the  female. 

2595-  No  books  are  now  kept  in  the  store  as  to  the  issue  of  those  articles? — No, 
except  very  lately.  I began  to  feel  that  it  was  wrong,  and  I got  each  of  the  nurses  a 
book  in  which  to  put  down  every  article  they  got  from  me  themselves.  [The  witness 
here  exhibited  a number  of  those  books.] 

259f>.  I observe  that  those  books  you  have  shown  have  been  recently  introduced  ? — Not 
more  than  three  months. 

2597.  Can  you  state  accurately  the  day  upon  which  you  began  this  system  of  requiring 
the  nurses  to  keep  those  books  ? — Some  time  in  August.  We  were  thinking  of  it  for  a 
good  while.  Before  they  got  the  books,  they  used  to  put  the  articles  down  on  little 
dockets.  Some  of  the  books  were  given  out  in  August,  and  some  in  September  or  October. 

250ft.  Were  you  in  the  habit  previous  to  nine  months  ago,  of  sending  written  requisi- 
tions to  the  storekeeper  for  such  stores  as  you  required  ? — No. 

2599.  You  took  out  of  the  store  what  you  wanted  ? — Yes ; whatever  I could  spare 
time  to  cut  out.  My  time  is  occupied  from  morning  till  night. 

2600.  What  arrangement  is  there  for  the  making  up  of  those  articles? — They  are  given 
out  to  the  nurses  to  be  made,  and  they  get  the  patients  to  do  them,  and  I give  thread, 
needles,  and  materials. 

2601.  Do  you  mark  in  any  book  the  number  of  articles  you  give  to  bo  made  up  in  each 
ward  ? — I put  them  on  a docket.  I tear  a bit  of  paper,  and  write  on  it,  so  much  to  one 
division  and  so  much  to  another. 

2602.  To  whom  is  that  docket  given? — I keep  it  myself. 

_ 2603.  Do  you  give  any  docket  to  the  ward  nurses  for  the  quantity  of  articles  you  have 
given  to  be  made  up  ? — No ; I count  them  out  myself. 

2604.  Do  you  see  that  when  they  are  returned  you  get  back  the  quantity  of  articles 
you  give  ? — Every  week  I take  them  in,  unless  that  something  required  to  be  done,  which 
would  occupy  a longer  time. 

2605.  Are  the  articles  you  speak  of  articles  of  female  wearing  apparel? — Men’s  shirts, 
female  clothing,  sheets,  cases,  quilts,  and  we  make  all  our  own  ticks. 

2606.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  storekeeper  refused  to  keep  the  account  of  the 
materials  which  was  brought  in  and  afterwards  issued  to  you  for  the  manufacture  of 
clothing  ? — He  does  take  an  account  of  the  articles  going  in,  and  he  gets  the  invoice. 

2007.  He  takes  no  account  of  the  quantity'  of  the  material  which  you  afterwards  take  out 
for  the  purpose  of  having  made  up  ? — He  did  so ; but  he  does  not  now. 

2608.  When  the  articles  are  made  up  in  the  several  wards,  how  are  they  disposed  of? — 
Brought  into  the  store. 

2609.  Is  that  store  in  your  charge  or  Mr.  Fitzsimous’  ? — In  both-  We  both  can  get  the 
key — it  is  in  the  office. 

, 2610.  Is  there  any  record  in  any  book  kept  by  you  or  Mr.  Fitzsimons  of  the  quan- 
tity of  articles  put  into  that  store  so  made  up  ? — No ; not  since  he  ceased  to  do  so  at  the 
time  I mention. 

2611.  Am  I to  understand  the  storekeeper  formerly  kept  the  account  of  those  articles 
so  brought  into  the  store  ? — Yes. 

2612.  Then  at  this  moment  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  quantity  of  articles 
there  are  in  store  ? — No ; I have  not  taken  an  account  of  them. 

2613.  Do  those  books  contain  an  account  of  the  various  articles  that  have  been  issued 
out  of  store  to  the  nurses  in  the  different  wards  ? — Yes 

2614.  In  issuing  those  articles,  do  you  keep  any'  account  of  the  issues  you  make? — 
Except  in  the  little  book ; it  is  only  of  late  I began. 

2615.  When  issuing  those  articles  do  you  require  the  old  articles  to  be  given  up  ? — Yes 

2616.  Do  they  keep  a record  of  that? — Yes;  that  is  the  reason  I gave  them  books, 
which  they  bring  down  with  them. 

2017.  Am  I to  understand  that  up  to  three  months  ago  there  was  no  record  kept  of  the 
articles  issued  to  the  nurses  ? — There  was,  on  little  dockets. 

2618.  I mean  of  the  made  up  articles  going  out  of  the  store? — None,  except  on  little 
dockets,  several  of  which  were  lost. 

2619.  Do  you  keep  no  book  yourself  containing  entries  of  those  issues? — I did  not; 
hut  when  I gave  those  hooks  cut,  I began  to  put  them  down  myself.  It  was  not  my 
business  to  do  so. 

2620.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  issuing  all  the  clothing  since  you  were  connected 
with  this  establishment  ? — I always  went  down  to  the  storekeeper  and  took  it  out.  I got 
it  marked  and  cut  out  myself. 

2621.  Where  are  the  cast  clothes  and  condemned  articles  kept  ? — In  the  storeroom ; 
and  when  they  are  gathered  up  we  dispose  of  them.  Old  tin  and  old  iron  are  all  disposed  of 

2622.  With  regard  to  the  making  up  of  bedding,  is  the  same  course  pursued  as  with 

regard  to  the  making  up  articles,  of  wearing  apparel? — Yes.  , 
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0623.  Is  the  raw  material  procured  and  issued  in  the  same  manner  ? — Yes. 

0024.  And  the  articles,  when  made  up,  brought  into  store  and  issued  in  the  same 
manner  ' Yes,  when  required  they  are  issued. 

0625-  Is  there  any  record  of  the  issuing  of  such  articles  as  bed  ticks? — No. 

2626.  Do  you  ever  take  stock  of  the  articles  in  store? — No;  but  every  article  required 
is  put  down  in  the  Want  Book  every  month,  and  we  purchase  in  as  little  as  possible — 

merely  what  we  want. 

0627.  Have  inventories  been  made  at  any  time  of  the  articles,  furniture,  and  bedding, 
or  otherwise,  in  the  house? — Yes;  I produce  those  inventories.  Each  nurse  holds  one 
of  those  papers  that  are  before  you,  and  I hold  another.  While  she  has  the  things  in  charge 
she  must  be  accountable  to  me  for  every  article  on  that  list;  and  coming  on  Christmas  I 
go  round  to  see  that  each  nurse  has  all  the  articles.  It  is  the  same  in  the  hospital 
and  ne\v  asylum.  I see  that  she  has  her  own  marks  on  them.  The  articles  in  every 
division  have  their  proper  marks.  The  head  nurse  goes  round  every  Friday  also,  to  see 
if  any  tins,  plates,  or  spoons,  or  such  things,  are  required.  She  also  assists  me  in  mending 
the  clothes. 

2628.  Is  the  same  course  pursued  in  the  male  wards  ? — Just  the  same. 

2829.  Who  has  charge  of  the  shoes  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  inmates? — The  hall  porter. 

2630.  By  whom  are  the  shoes  ordered  from  the  contractor? — Mr.  Wrigley  orders  every 
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2631.  Are  the  shoes  ever  brought  into  the  storekeeper’s  store? — Never. 

2632.  Why  ? — The  storekeeper  does  not  live  in  the  place ; he  goes  away  at  one  or  two 
o’clock,  and  there  may  be  shoes  wanted  in  the  evening. 

2633.  Who  keeps  a record  or  entry  of  the  quantity  of  shoes  received  by  the  hall  porter? 

I think  it  is  the  clerk  and  storekeeper.  The  hall  porter  has  a book  to  put  them  down. 

2634.  When  shoes  are  required  for  the  patients,  is  any  statement  given  by  the  hall  porter 
of  the  quantity  of  shoes  furnished  to  the  wards  ? — When  I see  half  a dozen  of  patients 
wanting  shoes,  I will  speak  to  the  nurses ; they  will  show  me  that  so  many  are  wanting.  I will 
go  down  to  the  hall  porter  and  tell  him  to  give  out  so  many  shoes  to  one  division  or  another. 

2635-  Are  those  issues  of  shoes  entered  in  any  book? — Yes ; and  the  name  entered. 

2636.  Is  that  book  checked  by  you? — By  Mr.  Fitzsimons.  He  checks  it  with  the 
number  of  shoes  coming  in. 

2637.  What  means  do  you  take  to  ascertain  that  the  shoes  which  are  sent  to  the  wards 
are  used  by  the  patients  ? — I see  them  on  them. 

2638.  Supposing  the  shoes  did  not  fit  a patient,  would  they  be  returned? — They  would 
be  returned  and  another  pair  got.  Each  patient  is  fitted  before  the  name  is  entered  down. 

The  nurse  brings  down  the  name,  and  it  is  entered. 

2639.  Then,  as  I understand,  the  hall  porter  gives  the  shoes  to  be  fitted  before  entering 
down  the  name  of  the  person  that  receives  them?— Yes  ; or  sometimes  the  patients  are 
brought  down  to  the  hall  to  be  fitted. 

2640.  By  whom  are  the  old  shoes  taken  up  ?— By  the  hall  porter.  We  do  not  give  a Old  shoes  returned, 
shoe  out  without  a return  on  the  spot. 

2641. 1 believe  the  washing  for  the  whole  institution  is  done  at  the  old  asylum  ?— V es ; and  Washing;  soap- 
all  the  clothing,  and  bedding,  and  quilts,  are  made  up  there.  The  patients  and  I do  the  work.  suPPy> 

2642.  By  whom  are  the  supplies  of  soap  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  issued  ?— There  is 
so  much  comes  in  every  week,  and  the  cook  cuts  it  up  and  sends  it  to  each  division — half 
a pound  to  each  division  for  every  servant  in  the  house. 

2643.  Why  is  the  issue  made  according  to  the  number  of  servants.  Is  half  a pound 

issued  to  each  servant  without  reference  to  the  number  of  inmates  under  that  person  s 
charge  ? — There  is  half  a pound  given  to  each  division  for  the  general  washing  of  the 
patients,  male  and  female,  every  Friday.  _ - , 

2644.  Is  the  half  pound  given  to  the  servants  in  the  nature  of  an  allowance  to  them  r it 
is  given  for  the  patients’  use.  There  is  one  half  pound  given  for  the  servant  s clothes. 

2645.  According  to  your  statement,  each  attendant  is  allowed  half  a pound  for  her  own. 
use  and  washing,  and  only  the  same  quantity  is  allowed  for  a number  of  dirty  patients  that 
may  be  in  a ward  ? — Yes ; but  she  has  her  clothes  to  wash  out  of  her  own  half  pound. 

2646.  What  is  the  number  of  patients  in  each  ward  ? — One  ward  has  fifty,  and  two  wards 

have  forty-one  each.  . 9 

2647.  Half  a pound  of  soap  is  the  allowance  in  each  of  those  wards  to  the  patients  l 

Yes  ; a great  number  of  those  patients  go  to  the  laundry  and  wash  their  own  little  things, 
and  wash  themselves.  Where  the  dirty  cases  are,  we  have  the  same  complement.  The 
same  complement  is  given  where  there  are  twenty-three  patients  as  where  there  are  fifty ; 
but  the  latter  are  clean  patients.  , 

2648.  Is  there  any  extra  supply  for  the  use  of  the  patients  on  the  days  they  get  a 
bath  ?— No ; on  Fridays  they  use  that,  and  they  generally  have  some  left  for  the  remainder 

of  the  week ; if  not,  the  nurses  give  it.  , , _ , , . , 

2649.  I do  not  observe  in  the  return  of  articles  in  charge  of  the  nurses,  combs  and  Combs  and  brushes, 
brushes  ? — They  are  not  down. 

2650.  Have  they  such  articles? — Yes. 

2651.  Why  are  they  not  down  ?— They  get  them  whenever  they  require  them. 

' 2652.  Why  are  they  not  entered  in  the  return?— I never  did  so— I do  not  know  why 
they  were  left  out.  „ _ . - ,, 

2653.  Have  they  ever  been  entered  in  the  same  returns  ?— Except  in  the  case  of  tlie 
new  asylum,  I do  not  think  you  will  get  them  entered.  There  are  a great  many  private 
patients  come  into  us,  and  they  have  brushes  and  combs. 
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2654.  Practically,  is  there  any  reason  why,  if  combs  and  brushes  are  supplied,  they 
should  not  appear  upon  those  lists  ? — We  supply  only  combs.  It  is  only  private  patients 
who  have  friends  to  give  them  extras,  that  have  brushes. 

2655.  Do  you  superintend  the  cooking  of  the  food  ? — I just  go  in  and  out.  The  head 
nurse  goes  down  to  see  the  tea  made  in  the  morning,  and  the  stirabout. 

2650.  Do  3rou  attend  in  the  wards  to  see  how  it  is  served  ? — Yes,  occasionally. 

2657.  With  regard  to  the  tea  which  is  made  for  the  patients  in  the  morning,  by  whom 
is  that  supply  procured  ? — I take  out  the  tea  at  night,  and  give  it  to  the  head  nurse  in  the 
morning,  and  she  takes  it  down  to  the  kitchen. 

2658.  From  whom  do  you  obtain  the  tea  ? — From  the  grocer. 

2659.  Is  the  tea  brought  into  store  and  issued  to  you  by  the  storekeeper  ? — No ; Mr. 
Wrigley  keeps  an  account  of  it  in  his  book. 

2660.  Is  the  sugar  used  for  the  tea  in  like  manner  procured  by  Mr.  Wrigley,  and 
issued  to  you  without  passing  through  the  storekeeper’s  hands? — No,  not  all  the  sugar. 
The  sugar  for  the  night  cocoa  comes  from  the  storekeeper. 

2661.  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  the  sugar  supplied  for  the  tea  should  not  come 
through  the  storekeeper’s  hands  and  the  sugar  for  the  cocoa  should  ? — The  cocoa  has 
been  given  only  within  the  last  nine  months ; we  used  to  give  bread  and  milk  at  night. 

2662.  By  whom  are  the  articles  used  for  medical  diet  provided,  such  as  chickens,  eggs, 
&c.  ? — By  me. 

2663-  Is  there  any  account  kept  ? — Yes ; Mr.  Wrigley  keeps  an  account,  and  has  to 
make  an  affidavit  as  to  it  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2664.  How  are  the  tea  and  sugar,  which  are  procured  by  Mr.  Wrigley,  and  not  passed 
through  the  storekeeper’s  hands,  brought  into  account? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 
Mr.  Wrigley  enters  them  in  a book  and  sends  the  orders  to  the  grocer. 

2605.  Are  tobacco  and  snuff  used  in  the  asylum  ? — A.  good  deal. 

_ 266G.  By  whom  are  they  procured? — Mr.  Wrigley  sends  the  order  for  them,  and  I 
give  round  the  snuff  and  tobacco  to  what  females  take  it.  Mr.  Wrigley  gives  to  the  men. 

2667-  Have  you  a separate  store  for  those  various  articles ? — No;  they  are  kept  in 
the  office. 

2668.  Is  that  the  storekeeper’s  office? — No ; Mr.  Wrigley’s  office. 

2669.  Do  you  chance  to  know  by  whom  the  seeds  for  the  garden  are  procured  ? — I 
cannot  tell ; I think  from  Mr.  Farrell,  of  Capel-street 

2670.  By  whom  are  the  petty  disbursements  of  the  house  paid?— By  Mr.  Wrigley. 
He  keeps  a hook  and  puts  them  down  every  month,  and  that  goes  before  the  Governors, 
such  as  lemons,  oranges,  or  eggs. 

2671.  The  disbursements  not  paid  by  cheque,  are  they  paid  by  Mr.  Wrigley? — Mr. 
Wrigley  gives  the  money  out,  and  he  is  paid  every  month. 

2672.  Is  he  allowed  to  hold  any  sums  in  hands  for  those  petty  disbursements  ? — No, 
it  is  always  bis  own  mone3r. 

2673.  As  regards  this  extra  medical  diet,  chickens,  eggs,  and  any  extras  of  tea  that 
may  he  allowed,  how  are  they  supplied  to  the  new  as3rluin  ? — From  us.  If  there  is  a 
patient  on  evening  tea,  Miss  Blundell  sends  down  the  book  with  the  order  of  the  physician 
for  so  much,  and  Mrs-  Black  does  the  same. 

2674.  Does  Miss  Blundell  give  any  receipt  for  those  articles,  or  how  do  you  ascertain 
Mat  they  reach  the  asylum  and  are  used  by  the  patients  for  whom  they  are  ordered? — 
The  physician  puts  down  in  his  book  whatever  he  may  order,  and  I give  the  things  to 
the  nurse. 

2675.  In  the  new  asj'lum  has  Mr.  Beatty  the  some  authority  and  position  in  reference 
to  the  assistant  matron,  attendants,  and  servants,  that  the  manager  has  in  the  old  asylum? 
— In  reference  to  the  servants  he  has. 

2676.  Has  he  any  authority  over  the  general  management  of  the  new  asylum  and  over 
the  assistant  matron  there  ? — He  has. 

2677.  To  what  extent  ? — If  he  do  not  approve  of  a servant  going  out.  ho  may  pre- 
vent her.  ° ° 

2678.  Has  he  the  same  authority  over  the  assistant  matron  in  the  new  asylum  that 
the“anafr  have  over  the  assistant  matron  in  the  old  asylum? — Very  near. 

noLn'  Txr?  ^ou  a^owe(*  by  the  Board  to  keep  pigs  and  poultry  ? — Two  pigs. 

2680.  Where  are  those  pigs  kept?— Behind  the  stable.  There  are  only  a few  hens; 
they  are  kept  near  the  pigs. 

o nf®*! • What  rations  are  you  allowed? — Ten  pounds  of  meat  in  the  week,  10^  lbs.  of  bread, 
2 lbs.  of  butter,  milk,  and  vegetables  from  a garden  of  our  own,  and  there  is  a fruit  garden. 

2082.  Is  the  manager  allowed  rations? — No. 

2683.  Do  you  receive  any  daily  reports  from  the  assistant  matron  at  the  new  asylum 
as  to  the  condition  of  that  asylum  ? — I do  not. 

2684.  What  arrangement  or  understanding  is  there  as  to  the  period  at  which  she 
should  make  a report  to  you  upon  the  state  of  the  asylum,  or  the  circumstances  which 
she  is  bound  to  report  ? — She  has  a right  to  keep  the  asylum  clean  and  in  order.  If  I 
go  there  and  see  any  thing  wrong,  I speak  to  her  about  it. 

2685.  Does  she  make  no  report  whatever  as  to  the  condition  of  the  new  asylum  ? — 
fen§  writes  for  any  thing  she  may  want. 

5“  She  po7er  t0  susPend  any  servant  ?— Yes,  any  female  servant. 

2bB7.  l)o  you  know  if  Mr.  Beatty  makes  any  report  to  the  manager,  daily  or  weekly  ? 
,,  . XC®P“  °*  any  occurrence,  he  does  not.  If  a patient  goes  out  or  comes  in,  or  any 
thing  in  that  way,  he  does. 
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2688.  Wliat  security  is  there  for  the  extras  which  may  be  ordered  for  the  patients  being 
given  to  them  ? — The  physician  goes  round  every  day,  and  he  will  ask  the  patients  have  they 
got  so  and  so,  and  if  he  finds  they  have  not,  the  servant  is  to  blame. 

2680.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  extras  ordered  are  at  times  not  adminis- 
tered ? — No  ; I never  knew  any  instance  of  it. 

2690.  Do  you  take  any  particular  measures  to  see  that  the  patients  who  are  ordered  Extras"! 
extras  receive  them ? — No;  each  nurse  draws  the  wine  from  the  apothecary’s  shop  and 

gives  it  to  them.  She  gets  it  every  day  for  the  number  of  patients  she  has  on  wine. 

2691.  A patient  has  no  means  of  knowing  that  he  or  she  has  been  ordered  extra 
diet? — No. 

2692.  Is  the  porter  issued  by  the  apothecary  ?— No,  by  the  head  nurse.  Our  head  nurse 
gives  out  porter  and  beer  in  the  old  asylum,  and  Miss  Blundell  gives  it  out  in  the  new 
asylum. 

2693.  Does  the  porter  and  beer  pass  through  the  storekeeper’s  hands  before  it  gets  to 
the  head  nurse  ? — No. 

2694.  Is  he  furnished  with  a statement  of  the  number  of  persons  entitled  to  beer  and 
porter? — There  are  small  books  in  which  the  patients’  names  are  down,  so  many  on  beer 
and  so  many  on  porter.  Each  nurse  holds  one  of  those. 

2695.  Are  those  furnished  to  the  storekeeper  ? — No. 

2696.  What  means  has  he  of  knowing  what  quantity  of  beer  should  be  supplied  for  the 
use  of  the  institution  ? — He  has  the  number  of  those  books  taken  down. 

2697.  The  number  of  persons  whom  those  books  record  are  entitled  to  beer  is  commu- 
nicated to  him  ? — Yes,  whenever  he  calls  for  them.  I am  not  sure  he  does  it  regularly. 

2698.  In  case  a patient  is  ordered  by  the  physician  to  get  porter,  or  beer,  or  any  extra, 
does  the  patient  continue  to  receive  that  extra,  or  do  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  report  to  the 
physician,  from  time  to  time,  the  necessity  of  considering  whether  it  should  be  continued 
or  not? — Whenever  I see  any  females  that  the  porter  does  not  agree  with,  that  it  would 
make  them  too  high,  I tell  the  doctor,  and  he  may  stop  it  and  order  it  again. 

2699.  Does  he  revise  the  list  in  order  to  ascertain  who  are  the  persons  requiring  nour- 
ishment or  otherwise? — I cannot  say;  the  physicians  may  look  over  the  small  books  which 
the  nurses  have. 

2700-  Do  you  consider  the  nurses  of  the  establishment  are  qualified  for  the  discharge  Competency  ot 
of  their  duties  ? — There  are  some  getting  very  old ; if  there  was  any  provision  for  them,  atten(lwits. 
they  would  be  glad  to  leave. 

2701  Do  you  think  the  wages  given  are  adequate  to  secure  proper  attendants  for  luna- 
tics ? — I do ; their  food  is  very  good,  and  their  clothes  are  good. 

Elisabeth  Blundell  sworn  and  examined.  , „ 

. - Elizabeth  Blundell. 

2702.  What  is  the  appointment  you  hold  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  ? — Assistant 
matron. 

2703.  I believe  that  your  duties  are  entirely  confined  to  the  new  asylum,  and  that  you  Assistant  matron  at 

reside  there  ? — Yes.  the  new  asylum. 

2704.  Did  you  receive  on  your  appointment  as  assistant  matron  at  that  new  asylum, 
any  particular  instructions  as  to  what  your  duties  would  be  in  reference  to  the  establish- 
ment ? — None,  except  merely  what  I heard  in  going  through  the  other  asylum., 

2705.  What  duties,  practically,  do  you  perform  in  the  new  asylum  ? — I have  charge  of  Duties, 
every  thing — of  the  furniture  and  bedding,  linen,  and  that  sort  of  thing.  I superintend 

the  female  servants,  and  I have  also  the  kitchen  department  under  me,  I look  after  the 
cooking.  I have  to  take  in  and  give  out  articles  of  every  land  that  come  in.  I might  also 
say  I am  assistant  storekeeper  as  well  as  assistant  matron. 

2706.  Are  there  any  large  supplies  of  stores? — No. 

2707.  Are  they  furnished  as  required  from  the  old  asylum  ? — Yes. 

2708.  Do  you  go  round  the  wards  each  day  to  see  that  everything  is  in  order  ? — There 
have  been  some  days  that  I did  not  go;  sometimes,  on  Saturdays,  my  duties  keep  me  so 
much  employed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  house,  that  I have  not  time  to  do  so. 

2709.  Do  you  attend  to  see  the  food  served  up  by  the  servants  ? — Yes.  I always  attend 
at  dinner-time. 

2710.  With  regard  to  patients  who  may  be  on  extra  diet,  what  precautions  are  taken  to 
see  that  they  receive  and  use  those  extras — wine,  beer,  and  porter  ? — Beer  I give  out 
regularly,  and  I sometimes  go  up  to  the  divisions  to  see  it  there ; but  I cannot  always  do 
so.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  the  wine  and  porter. 

2711.  Supposing  patients  were  on  what  is  called  medical  diet — chickens,  eggs,  &c.,  Extra  diet, 
would  those  things  come  under  your  inspection  ? — I would  be  obliged  to  send  to  Mrs. 

Wrigley  for  extras  of  that  sort. 

. 271a-  By  whom  are  the  wine  and  porter  issued  ? — The  porter  is  sent  from  the  old  asylum 
m a closed  can,  and,  I believe,  the  hall  porter  gives  it  out,  at  least  latterly;  it  used  to  be 
given  out  from  the  apothecary's  shop. 

2713.  Is  the  wine  issued  in  the  same  way? — The  wine  is  given  out  from  the  apothe- 
cary’s shop. 

2714.  Are  the  wine  and  porter  brought  from  the  apothecary’s  shop  by  any  of  the 
^ants  of  the  institution  ? — The  porter  is  given  out  by  Mrs.  Wrigley’s  assistant  in  the 
old  house,  then  it  is  sent  up  by  the  manager,  and  distributed  by  the  hall  porter.  The 
nurses  go  to  the  hall  porter  for 'it. 

2715.  Have  the  nurses  any  lists  of  the  number  of  patients  in  then-  charge,  who  are 

Q 
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Charge  of  stores. 


Accounts. 


Ward  inspection. 


Ventilation. 


P.  Beatty,  Esg.. 

The  apothecary 

the  medicines. 


Wine,  how  ordered. 


entitled  to  extras  of  porter  and  -wine  ? — It  is  always  put  down  in  the  doctor's  books  and 
then  I am  obliged  to  know  how  much  is  required ; because  I have  to  send  down  dockets  to 
the  storekeeper  every  day  for  the  provisions  required,  and  to  state  the  number  on  each 
diet. 

2716.  What  is  your  position  in  the  new  asylum  in  reference  to  the  apothecary  who  has 
the  superintendence  of  it ; do  you  make  any  reports  to  him  ? — I generally  report  any  tiling 
that  I have  to  report  to  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Wrigley.  I was  directed  to  apply  to  them.  ° 

2717.  Then  the  representations  you  may  wish  to  make  in  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  new  asylum,  as  far  as  matters  are  in  your  charge,  you  make  directly  to  the  manager 
and  matron? — Yes;  I was  so  directed. 

2718.  What  description  of  stores  are  in  your  charge  at  the  new  asylum  ? — Merely  the 
food ; but  I have  charge  of  every  thing  in  the  different  divisions. 

2719.  The  stores  to  which  you  refer,  are  supplied  from  day  to  day  ? — Yes. 

2720.  Have  you  an  inventory  of  the  articles  of  furniture  and  bedding  in  the  house  ? Yes. 

2721.  Was  that  given  to  you  when  the  house  was  opened? — I had  to  make  the  list  out 
myself.  [The  witness  here  exhibited  copies  of  the  lists  referred  to.] 

2722.  Are  these  duplicates  of  the  lists  which  the  servants  in  the  respective  wards  have? 
— Yes.  . 

2723.  Do  you  keep  any  books  or  accounts  ? — Nothing  but  this,  which  I keep  for  my 
own  satisfaction ; it  is  merely  a list  of  linen,  bedding,  and  things  of  that  kind,  and  states 
how  they  are  distributed. 

2724.  It  is  an  inventory  according  to  the  various  divisions  ? — Yes.  The  other  papers 
are  lists  of  the  articles  in  charge  of  the  nurses  in  their  respective  divisions. 

2725.  You  state  you  go  round  the  wards  from  time  to  time,  to  see  that  every  thing  is  in 
order  ? — -Yes. 

2726.  Do  you  examine  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  apartments,  as  well  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  bedding  and  furniture  ? — I do. 

2727.  Are  the  apartments  kept  in  order  by  the  female  servants  or  male  servants?— By 
the  female  servants,  assisted  by  the  patients. 

2728.  You  have  had  opportunities  of  judging  whether  the  ventilation  of  the  building  is 
good  or  defective  ? — I do  not  think  the  building  is  well  ventilated. 

2729.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  generally  in  those  rooms  and  galleries 
after  the  patients  have  left  them  in  the  mornings  ? — When  the  place  is  first  opened,  the 
atmosphere  is  very  bad. 

2730.  Are  there  any  points  upon  which  your  authority  in  the  asylum  at  all  clashes  with 
that  of  the  general  superintendent  and  apothecary  who  resides  ?— I never  attempt  to 
meddle  with  any  one  that  is  under  his  superintendence  at  all.  I avoid  clashing  with  them 
as  much  as  possible. 

2731.  You  consider  yourself  the  deputy  of  Mrs.  Wrigley  in  tire  establisliment?— Yes. 

2732.  Is  there  any  statement  you  would  wish  to  make  with  reference  to  the  asylum  or 
your  position  there? — Nothing  particular  occurs  to  me  at  present. 

Packenham  Beatty,  Esq.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

2733.  How  are  the  medicines  procured  for  the  Richmond  Asylum  ? I get  them 

from  the  druggist  on  my  own  responsibility.  I keep  a pass-book. 

2734.  Are  they  got  in  just  as  they  are  required? — Yes. 

2735.  On  going  over  the  Inspectors’  Report,  I find'  that  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum 
during  the  last  two  years,  there  has  been  an  average  of  328  patients,  and  the  average 
cost  per  head  per  annum  for  medicine  was  2s.  7 d. ; in  the  Cork  Asylum  the  cost  per  head 
per  annum  was  Is.  2d.  during  the  same  period,  while  in  the  Richmond  Asylum  the  cost 
per  head  per  annum  was  4s.  Can  you  offer  any  explanation  as  to  that  very  great  difference 
of  cost?  There  is  a very  great  difference  certainly ; but  I could  not  offer  any  explanation, 
except,  perhaps,  that  the  number  of  medical  men  at  our  Asylum  causes  the  increase. 

. 27f 6-  1)0  y°u  keeP  a pass-book  for  medicines  for  the  whole  institution  ?— Yes  ; there 
is  only  one  doctor  and  a surgeon  at  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum,  and  we  have  three  doctors 
anlaorr|Te°D-  ^kere  *s  no  restriction  as  to  the  expense  of  the  medicines  ordered. 

2737.  Have  you  the  Medical  Pass  Book  with  you  ? — I have  the  accounts,  which  are 
a transcript  of  the  pass-book.  Arrow-root  forms  a very  expensive  item  in  the  accounts; 
and  there  is  a great  deal  of  mustard  used  for  poultices,  and  vinegar  also,  and  these  are 
included  under  the  head  of  medicines. 

'?ow1  wkie  ordered  for  the  patients  ? — The  wine  is  ordered  in  the  Pre- 

scription Book  by  the  physicians  and  surgeon.  The  doctors  pay  a great  deal  of  attention 
to  it;  and  the  wine  merchant  has  been  lately  changed,  in  consequence  of  the  inferior 
quality  of  wine  that  was  supplied — port  is  the  wine  used. 

xt  ^ie  w*ne  kePt  ^hth  the  medicines  ? — Yes ; and  kept  constantly  locked  up- 

3740.  How  is  the  wine  transmitted  to  the  patients  ?— Through  the  nurses.  The 
orders  for  it  are  entered  in  the  Doctors’  Prescription  Books,  which  are  produced  by  the 
nurses  when  getting  the  wine. 

27-1  tke  ^ue  intended  for  the  patients  in  the  new  asylum  measured  out  to  the 
apothecary's  shop  in  the  old  asylum  ?— No,  it  is  kept  at  the  new  asylum. 

-742.  1 here  is  a surgery  at  the  old  asylum  ?— There  is;  I compound  there  the 
medicines  for  the  entire  establishment ; and  I merely  keep  at  the  new  asylum,  in  an 
apothecary  s shop,  which  has  never  been  furnished  or  used,  the  medicines  that  may  be 
required  lor  emergencies. 
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2743.  Then,  there  is  wine  kept  in  both  surgeries  ? — Yes,  for  convenience.  Dublin. 

2744.  Have  you  a control  over  the  wine  in  both  surgeries? — Yes.  The  Richmond 

2745.  Do  you  compound  all  the  medicines  yourself  ? — No;  I have  an  apprentice.  I District  Asylum. 

was  allowed  to  have  an  apprentice  to  assist  me  since  I was  first  appointed,  forty-two  or  p.  Beatty,  Esq. 
forty-three  years  ago.  . Compounding 

2746.  Does  your  apprentice  at  present  fill  any  other  office  in  the  asylum? — Yes;  he  medicines, 
is  clinical  clerk  or  resident  pupil. 

2747.  How  long  is  he  in  that  office? — Not  quite  two  months. 

2748.  How  long  has  he  been  your  apprentice  ? — Three  years.  He  was  at  least  a year 
and  a-half  with  me  before  I trusted  him  to  compound,  and  I had  him  well  trained  to  do 
so.  He  got  his  appointment  through  character. 

2749.  When  a patient  is  put  upon  wine  or  extra  diet,  is  he  continued  on  it  till  the  Extra  diet,  how 
doctor  marks  him  off,  or  is  it  discontinued  without  an  order  ? — Dr.  Mollan  and  Dr.  resulated- 
Tuokill  order  wine  doily ; at  the  end  of  the  day’s  prescription  I enter  the  gross  quantity 

for  the  wards,  giving  to  a nurse  eight  ounces  or  ten  ounces  of  wine,  as  the  case  may 
be.  I have  no  right  to  give  the  wine  unless  it  is  put  down  in  the  book ; but  if  they 
forget  to  enter  it  I,  knowing  it  was  a mistake,  would  give  out  the  wine.  Surgeon  Hughes 
in  Iris  book  says,  so  much  daily  in  the  gross,  and  that  goes  on. 

2750.  Then,  the  Prescription  Book  does  not  mark  the  patient’s  name  for  whom  the 
wine  is  given  ? — It  does  not. 

2751.  In  what  book  is  the  name  of  the  patient  entered  who  is  to  get  the  wine? — I am 
sure  it  is  not  entered  in  any  book ; the  doctors  tell  the  nurses,  and  I know  who  are  to 
get  the  wine.  I speak  of  the  old  asylum. 

2752.  Am  I to  understand  that  in  the  Prescription  Book  there  is  no  entry  of  the  name 
of  the  patient  that  is  to  get  wine,  and  the  quantity  that  each  patient  is  to  receive  ? — 

There  is  not ; there  may  be  sometimes,  but  it  is  not  the  common  practice. 

2753.  Are  the  instructions  which  the  nurses  receive  as  to  patients  who  are  to  get  wine, 
verbal  or  in  writing? — Verbal,  I should  say;  I never  saw  an  entry  on  the  subject.  I 
could  never  tell  who  was  to  get  the  wine. 

2754.  If  you  were  in  a ward  when  wine  was  being  administered,  you  could  not  tell 
whether  it  was  being  given  to  the  right  person  or  in  the  proper  quantity  ? — I could  not. 

2755.  What  quantity  of  wine  have  you  known  to  have  been  given  in  any  one  item  ? — 

Ten  ounces. 

2756.  Does  this  appear  to  be  Dr.  Banks’  practice? — He  orders  it  more  in  the  way 
that  Dr.  Hughes  does. 

2757.  Is  there  any  entry  as  to  the  individual  who  is  to  receive  wine,  and  the  quantity 
he  is  to  get  ? — In  the  new  asylum  I can  always  tell  that : I go  round  there  with  Dr.  Banks. 

I do  not  administer  the  wine  in  the  old  house,  unless  upon  some  very  rare  occasions. 

2758.  Do  you  administer  the  wine  in  the  new  house,  or  is  the  nurse  told  in  your 
presence  who  is  to  get  it  ? — Yes  ; an  entry  is  made  either  by  the  doctor  or  by  me  of  tbe 
name  of  the  patient  who  is  to  get  wine.  I have  frequently  made  entries  of  that  kind,  by 
his  direction,  in  his  Prescription  Book. 

2759.  Is  a written  list  of  the  patients  who  are  to  get  wine  given  to  the  nurse  ? — Not 
at  all. 


2760.  Is  the  medicine  which  is  purchased  for  the  establishment  kept  in  one  surgery  Medicine,  how  kept, 
or  divided  between  the  two  ?— The  principal  part  of  tbe  medicine  is  kept  in  one  surgery, 

and  only  as  much  as  will  meet  cases  of  emergency  is  kept  in  the  new  asylum. 

2761.  Is  the  general  stock  of  medicines  kept  in  the  surgery  in  the  old  house  ? — Yes. 

2762.  Do  you  live  in  the  new  house  ? — I do. 

2763.  Who  has  access  to  the  surgery  in  tbe  old  asylum? — Myself  and  the  resident  Access  to, by  nurses, 
pupils.  The  key  is  left  for  them  to  get  in  at  all  hours  and  times. 

2764.  With  whom  is  the  key  left? — With  the  nurse,  who  has  a room  near  it. 

2765.  Then  she  can  have  access  to  the  surgery  or  the  medicines  when  she  likes? — 

She  keeps  the  key,  and  has  access  to  the  shop. 

2766.  Have  any  other  servants  access  to  it? — None  but  her.  I should  add  that  we 
have  two  lock-up  presses  for  medicines;-  it  is  the  compounding  medicines  that  are  out. 

The  stock  is  locked  up,  and  so  are  dangerous  and  costly  medicines. 

2767.  Has  the  nurse  access  to  the  wine  ? — Not  at  all,  there  is  a very  particular  lock 
upon  it. 

2768.  Where  do  the  clinical  clerks  reside? — One  resides  in  the  old  asylum  in  a room 


next  door  to  the  shop. 

2769.  Is  not  the  ordinary  stock  of  medicines  such  as  you  will  see  in  an  apothecary’s 
shop  ? — Yes. 

2770.  The  nurse  has  access  to  the  general  stock  of  medicines,  except  costly  or 
dangerous  medicines  ? — Yes. 

. 2771.  Might  not  the  circumstance  of  a servant  having  free  access  to  the  shop  account, 
in  some  measure,  for  the  high  price  of  medicine  per  head  in  your  establishment  ?— By  no 
means — the  medicines  could  not  be  taken  without  my  knowledge.  That  woman  is  there 
twenty- eight  years  or  more. 

2772.  Do  you  say  that  no  medicines  could  be  taken  without  your  knowledge  ? — X have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  taken. 

2773.  Are  you  aware,  from  your  long  experience  in  hospitals,  that  peculation  of 
medicines  is  by  no  means  of  uncommon  occutrence  ? — No. 

2774.  Have,  you  known  any  ? In  my  long  experience  of  the  Richmond  and  other 
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hospitals,  it  is  a thing  that  has  never  been  carried  out  to  any  great  extent;  it  might  have 
been  done  in  a small  way,  in  this  case  I do  not  consider  it  is  so. 

2775.  You  say  not  to  any  great  extent? — At  one  time  I thought  I missed  some  castor 
oil,  I spoke  about  it,  and  I adopted  a different  plan  for  leaving  out  oil  for  the  resident 
pupils,  in  order  to  detect  or  prevent  the  possibility  of  peculation.  I used  to  leave  a 
bottle  full  of  oil,  and  also  a full  bottle  of  wine,  so  that  neither  of  them  could  be  opened  or 
used  without  my  knowledge.  I withdrew  the  bottles  next  day,  and  put  full  ones  in  their 
place,  and  I am  enabled  to  ascertain  how  much  had  been  used.  My  attention  has  been 
always  given  to  that  point,  and  I have  no  reason  to  suppose  any  fraud  is  carried  on 
certainly  not  such  as  would  account  for  the  difference  of  expenditure. 

2770.  Then  j'ou  admit  fraud  has  occurred  ? — No,  I would  not  call  it  fraud  at  all. 
The  nurses  may  have  taken  some  castor  oil,  but  I am  perfectly  sure  such  a thing  could 
not  go  on  for  any  time.  ■ ° 

2777.  Who  dispenses  the  medicines  ? — My  apprentice  and  myself. 


John  Hughes,  Esq.,  m.d.,  l.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

2778.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  connexion  with  the  Richmond  Asylum? 

Surgeon. 

2770.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — Since  February,  1847. 

2780.  Is  your  attendance  confined  to  cases  in  the  infirmary  ? — And  also  the  entire 
establishment,  including  the  new  asylum. 

2781.  Do  you  visit  all  the  patients,  or  do  you  confine  your  attention  to  surgical  cases  ? 
— To  surgical  cases. 

2782.  Is  your  attendance  periodical,  or  do  you  attend  merely  when  requested? I 

attend  daily. 

2783.  What  is  the  average  number  of  cases  under  your  charge  ? — About  thirty. 

2784.  Do  you  attend  in  consultation  with  any  other  medical  man  connected  with  the 
establishment,  or  by  yourself  ? — I attend  cases  as  they  are  sent  to  me  from  the  physicians 
in  the  house,  and  any  that  I see  requiring  surgical  attendance. 

2785.  In  prescribing  for  the  patients,  where  do  you  enter  your  prescriptions  ? — In 
the  book  provided  for  the  purpose. 

2786.  Is  that  a book  entirely  for  your  own  patients? — Yes. 

2787.  Is  that  book  in  your  own  custody  or  in  the  custody  of  the  npotliecary? — It  is 
left  in  the  asylum.  There  are  five  or  six  books  in  the  custody  of  the  nurses,  and  when 
the  prescriptions  are  entered  they  are  sent  to  the  apothecary  to  be  made  up. 

2788.  When  wine  or  such  things  are  ordered,  do  you  enter  under  each  patient’s  name 
the  quantity  of  wine  that  patient  is  to  get  ?— I do. 

2789.  We  have  been  told  it  has  been  the  practice  to  enter  the  gross  amount  of  wine  to 
be  given  to  each  nurse,  without  specifying  the  quantity  to  be  given  to  the  several  patients  ? 

I always  enter  the  quantity  of  wine  or  other  extras  to  be  given  to  eacli  patient  at  the 
foot  of  the  Prescription  Book.  I have  no  wine  book  ; there  was  one  in  the  institution, 
when  I first  became  connected  with  it,  but  some  abuses  crept  into  that  way  of  keeping  the 
wine  account 

2790.  Have  you  got  any  of  the  Prescription  Books  here? — No. 

2791.  Is  the  Prescription  Book  left  in  charge  of  the  nurses  in  the  ward?— It  is. 

2792.  Then,  of  course,  there  was  a means  of  checking  what  patients  were  to  receive 
wine  or  other  extras  you  might  order? — Certainly;  I not  only  wrote  it  down,  but  I gave 
verbal  directions  on  the  subject.  The  practice  of  entering  wine  in  the  Prescription  Book 
is  of  recent  origin  ; formerly,  there  was  a wine  and  extra  book. 

• ^9^,_'^kick  do  you  consider  the  more  desirable  practice? — I think  to  make  the  entry 
m the  Prescription  Book  is  the  most  desirable.  We  observed,  when  we  entered  the 
patients  for  wine,  it  was  taken  away  by  the  nurses  long  after  it  was  necessary  to  be  given. 
VY  e used  to  forget  that  wine  was  put  down  in  the  Wine  Book,  and  to  our  surprise  we 
would  find  a good  while  after  patients  on  wine  in  the  house. 

2794*  Is  ^at  provided  against  now — do  you  recur  to  your  previous  prescription  in  every 

"o'j’or- "tp  S6e  ?e  S^a^e  patients,  and  I invariably  ask  what  the  patient  is  getting. 

2795.  If  you  had  seen  a patient  yesterday,  and  ordered  wine  for  him,  and,  on  seeing 
him  again  to-day,  you  made  another  prescription,  which  did  not  include  wine,  would  the 
wine  for  that  patient  cease  to  be  issued  ? — It  would  not  be  given  unless  I wrote  in  my 

centam  1uaQtity  daily,  until  I would  see  there  was  no  necessity  for  continuing. 

2796.  Do  jou  think  there  are  sufficient  securities,  that  these  medical  comforts  which  _ 
fr°r -j  ^or  Patfents  are  really  administered  to  them  ? — I am  not  so  sure  of 

that;  that  is  dependent,  as  in  other  hospitals,  upon  the  nurses,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  patients  are  not  people  who  can  complain. 

2797.  Would  you  think  it  advantageous  that  a patient  should  be  made,  himself, 

useless6**  keen  ordered  such  things  ? — In  many  coses  it  would  be  wholly 

2798.  Have  you  had  complaints  from  the  patients,  that  they  did  not  get  those  things? 
—Yes;  but  I could  not  act  upon  them. 

2799.  .What  is  your  opinion  of  the  arrangements  for  the  patients  in  the  infirmary? — 
1 he  greater  number  of  my  patients  are  those  who  are  at  present  in  the  infirmary,  and  I 
tinnK  they  are  as  well  cared  for,  with  regard  to  medical  comforts,  as  any  patients  that  I 
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know  of  in  any  other  institution.  The  Board  never  controlled  us  in  any  degree  whatever; 
they  were  always  most  anxious  to  have  the  patients  well  attended  to,  and  were  most  liberal 
in  their  arrangements  with  reference  to  them. 

2800.  Do  you  consider  the  infirmary  to  be  now  supplied  with  every  thing  you  deem 
requisite  to  good  management? — No. 

2801.  Perhaps  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  point  out  what  deficiencies  you  think  exist? — 
There  are  some  of  the  patients  who  are  too  frequently  in  bed,  and  it  would  be  a great 
advantage  for  them  to  sit  up,  to  enable  them  to  do  which  there  are  no  arm  chairs  provided 
in  the  infirmary.  There  was  not  even  one  till  a few  days  since,  when  I got  two  made. 

2802.  Are  there  any  other  defects  ? — The  place  is  very  comfortless,  unfurnished, 
without  any  air  of  comfort  about  it.  The  day-room  they  sit  in  is  too  small,  and  the 
sewers  of  the  establishment  are  exceedingly  bad.  The  chimneys  smoke  very  much,  indeed. 
I think  the  water-closets  are  very  fairly  kept,  at  least  they  appeared  so  whenever  I inspected 
them  in  that  part  of  the  building. 

2803.  Is  sufficient  bedding  provided? — The  bedding,  generally,  I think,  is  the  best  for 
many  of  the  patients  in  the  infirmary,  that  is,  good  straw.  I should  say  the  bedding  is 
in  a very  fair  state  in  the  infirmary. 

280-1.  Are  there  night-chairs  provided  for  the  sick  and  delicate  patients  ? — Not  in 
sufficient  numbers  ; there  are.  one  or  two  in  the  infirmary,  I think  not  more. 

2805.  Have  you  from  time  to  time  represented  to  the  Board  what  you  considered  to  be 
the  deficiencies  in  the  infirmary? — I have. 

2800.  With  what  result? — Well,  they  generally  ordered  any  thing  there  was  necessity 
for.  The  infirmary  is  not  long  in  operation,  and  there  have  been  many  defects  in  the 
building  with  which  great  fault  has  been  found.  I do  not  know  how  it  was  between  the 
Board  of  Works  and  our  Board  of  Governors,  the  defects  were  not  remedied,  and  then  two 
gentlemen  who  came  from  England  to  look  over  the  entire  building  found  great  fault,  very 
properly,  with  a great  many  things  in  the  asylum ; but  nothing  has  been  done  since. 

2807.  Those  are  structural  defects? — Yes;  structural  defects. 

2808.  When  did  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  want  of  chairs  ? — Only 
lately  ; but  I went  to  the  manager,  Mr.  Wrigley,  who  had  full  power  to  get  them  iu.  I 
asked  them  twice  before  from  him,  and  I got  them  only  very  lately.  I think  he  said  the 
carpenter  of  the  institution  was  ill. 

2809.  Is  there  any  book  in  which  any  representations  that  you  may  wish  to  make  to  the 
Board  may  be  entered  and  submitted  to  the  Governors  ? — I never  made  a representation 
in  writing  on  this  subject. 

2810.  Is  there  any  book  for  the  purpose  ? — Not  in  my  department. 

2811.  Are  you  in  tire  habit  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Board? — Yes;  every 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

2812.  Are  there  any  discharge  pans  for  the  beds  of  wet  patients  in  the  infirmary? — I 
did  not  see  any. 

2813.  Has  that  want  been  represented  to  the  Board  of  Governors  or  to  Mr.  Wrigley  ? — 
I do  not  remember.  I frequently  asked  those  things  from  the  manager,  who  had  full 
authority  to  get  them. 

2814.  Do  you  consider  the  straw  beds  to  which  you  referred  suitable  for  sick  or  bed- 
ridden patients  ? — Certainly  not. 

2815.  What  are  the  beds  used  in  the  hospital? — Straw  principally;  there  are  also  cocoa 
fibre  beds. 

2816.  Have  you  found  any  delay  or  difficulty  in  procuring  articles  of  diet  or  other 
matters  for  the  patients  under  your  charge  ?— Nothing  that  one  could  complain  of; 
certainly  not  of  late. 

2817.  Are  you  acquainted  generally  with  the  condition  of  the  patients  in  the  new 
asylum  ? — Yes  ; I have  been  through  it  frequently. 

2818.  Would  you  consider  it  more  suitable  than  the  old  Richmond  Asylum  for  a 
•curative  hospital  for  the  insane  ? — Certainly. 

2819.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  proper  to  appropriate  it  for  that  purpose 
than  to  make  it  a place  for  the  detention  of  incurable  or  chronic  cases  ? — I do,  decidedly. 
That  was  the  original  intention. 

2820.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  intention  has  been  followed  out  ? — It  has  hot  been 
followed  out. 

2821.  Do  you  consider  that  it  might  be  made  available  as  a curative  asylum  for  both 
sexes  ?— It  was  intended  for  that,  and  I do  not  know  why  it  should  not. 

2822.  You  stated  that  you  attend  surgical  cases,  and  that  you  also  attend  such  cases  as 
you  believe  require  surgical  aid;  do  you  communicate  with  the  other  physicians  of  the 
institution  before  you  undertake  to  prescribe  for  those  patients? — Yes ; frequently.  They 
leave  word  with  the  hall  porter  for  me,  if  there  is  any  particular  case,  and  I go  to  the 
division.  Sometimes  I have  patients  in  three  or  four  divisions  of  the  house,  and  in  the 
infirmary  besides,  so  that  it  takes  up  a great  deal  of  time  to  walk  round  the  house  and  the 
infirmary.  There  are  some  very  severe  surgical  cases  in  it. 
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Dublin.  DUBLIN’,  IItH  DECEMBER,  185G. 

Central  Criminal  Present:— Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan  and 

Asylum,  Dundrum.  Mr.  BaRRY,  Secretary. 
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William  Corbet,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

2823.  Have  you  been  Governor  of  the  Dundrum  Central  Criminal  Asylum  since  the 
opening  of  the  institution  in  1850? — I have. 

2824.  What  is  the  present  number  of  inmates? — I think  the  number  to-day  is  125. 

2825.  Is  there  also  a visiting  physician  to  the  establishment? — There  is Dr.  Harrison. 

2826.  With  whom  does  the  responsibility  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  inmates  of  the 
asylum  rest  ? — On  Dr.  Harrison  and  myself. 

2827.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  that  responsibility? — At  any  time  that  there  is 

any  thing  to  bo  done  on  the  raomept  for  the  relief  of  a patient,  I do  it.  Dr.  Harrison 
usually  visits  three  times  a week ; but  when  there  were  patients  in  a dangerous  state, 
requiring  more  attendance,  he  has  gone  every  day,  and  even  twice  a day,  but  that  has 
occurred  very  rarely.  t 

2S2S.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  conduct  the  medical  treatment  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Harrison  ? — Yes,  and  in  conjunction  with  him. 

_ 2829.  Is  the  nature  of  that  medical  treatment  regulated  by  him,  or  is  it  after  consulta- 
tion with  you  in  a case? — Supposing  I am  going  round  the  institution,  and  that  I see  one, 
or  two,  or  three  cases  that  require  immediate  assistance,  I do  not  wait  for  him,  because  I 
am  uncertain  as  to  the  time  he  arrives,  and  I give  the  immediate  attention  that  is  required 
_ myself. 

2830.  Have  your  answers  reference  to  the  curative  treatment  of  the  patients  as  insane 
persons,  or  merely  to  the  medical  treatment,  where  their  bodily  health  may  not  be  good? 
— Chiefly  as  to  their  bodily  health. 

2831.  What  examination  of  the  lunatics  removed  to  the  asylum  is  made  either  by  you  or 
Dr.  Harrison  at  the  period  of  their  reception? — At  the  period  of  their  reception  I always 
see  them,  examine  them,  and  ask  them  a few  questions.  I find  out,  in  a general  way, 
their  state  then ; but  it  takes  me  a considerable  time  before  I form  a full  and  decided 
opinion  respecting  a case. 

2832.  Does  the  visiting  physician  examine  them  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit  after 
their  reception?— Yes;  he  generally  sees  them  then.  It  is  clearly  his  duty  to  see  them, 
and  his  attention,  when  he  comes,  is  directed  to  them. 

2833.  Do  you  and  he  consult  then  with  reference  to  the  course  which  should  be  pursued 
for  their  curative  treatment  ? — Merely  examine  them,  and  let  them  remain  over  for  some 
tune,  because  it  is  not  on  the  first  occasion  that  you  can  very  well  judge— you  must  have 
some  little  experience ; and  as  we  are  to  have  them  for  a considerable  time,  I generally 
leave  them  over  for  several  .visits,  before  I form  a decided  opinion. 

2834.  Is  any  statement  transmitted  with  the  lunatics  on  their  removal  to  the  asylum, 
which  contains  information  with  reference  to  their  previous  history  ?— There  is,  to  a certain 
extent ; but  it  is  not  always  satisfactory.  I have  often  complained  of  its  not  being  so  satis- 
factory as  it  should  have  been. 

Presumc  y°u  are  °f  opinion  that  fuller  information  with  reference  to  the  cases 
would  be  of  great  advantage  ?— Very  desirable ; because,  in  the  first  place,  men  may  be 
very  dangerous  coming  in  ; and  it  would  be  very  advisable  that  we  should  know  it,  in  order 
to  take  the  greater  care.  We  generally  get  some  little  information  with  them,  but  it  is  not 
at  all  so  full  as  we  should  wish  to  have. 

28o6.  Do  you  and  the  visiting  physician  consult  periodically  with  reference  to  the  course 
winch  should  be  pursued  for  the  curative  treatment  of  the  inmates? — Not  further  than 
this  : I direct  his  attention  to  cases,  and  ask  the  question,  “ Is  there  any  thing  particular 
you  would  wish  to  have  done  ?”  and  he  gives  an  answer,  whenever  I see  occasion  to  ask 
inm,  with  respect  to  particular  persons. 

2S37.  Am  I to  understand  that,  except  when  you  bring  forward  such  cases  for  his  consi- 
deration, he  does  not  of  necessity  watch  the  progress  of  each  case  in  the  institution  ?— I 
cannot  say  that.  He  is  not  at  all  so  well  acquainted  with  the  cases  as  myself,  for  I see 
tnem  twice  a day,  and  sometimes  oftener;  and  I know  to  what  his  attention  should  be 
directed,  otherwise  he  would  be  completely  in  the  dark  ; for  he  comes  for  half  an  hour  or 
an  hour  in  the  day,  and  to  spread  that  over  130  patients  is  more  than  a man  could  well  do 
with  advantage,  unless  his  attention  was  directed  to  particular  cases. 

2838.  My  questions  have  had  reference  to  the  curative  treatment  of  the  lunatics,  rather 
than  to  any  thing  connected  with  their  bodily  health.  I should  wish  to  know  whether  the 
case  of  each  lunatic  received  into  the  asylum  is  from  time  to  time  watched  and  studied 
both  by  yourself  and  the  visiting  physician,  with  a view  to  the  cure  of  the  lunacy  ?— With 
respect  to  that  I would  almost  say  that  we  have  very  little  faith  in  any  particular  curative 
me  od,  except  in  the  general  methods  of  attention  and  proper  exercise,  and  putting  them 
o particular  works,  which  engage  their  attention : by  proper  attention  to  the  health  of 
the  body,  m that  way  we  may  hope  to  cure  particular  cases  of  insanity.  There  is  very 
little  means  of  curing  insanity  by  medicines.  When  the  general  health  is  out  of  order, 
t en  we  are  obliged  to  interfere,  and  attention  to  that  may  be  made  the  means  of  curing 
the  msamty. 
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2839-  Of  course,  the  method  to  bo  adopted  with  one  patient,  is  not  necessarily  that  which 
should  be  adopted  with  another.  We  should  wish  to  know  whether  the  cure  of  the  patients 
in  the  Criminal  Asylum  is  a matter  which  is  carefully  looked  after  and  attended  to  ? — I 
think  I may  justly  state  that  we  fairly  look  to  their  welfare  in  every  point  of  view,  being  ^ 
careful,  as  far  as  we  can,  both  of  mind  and  body. 

2840.  I presume  that  in  the  treatment  of  the  lunatics  in  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  I 
the  fact  of  those  lunatics  being  under  sentence,  and  therefore  capable  of  being  detained  even  a 
after  their  euro,  does  not  at  all  influence  those  in  medical  charge  of  the  establishment  in  the 
treatment  they  pursue,  as  the  doctors  of  a curative  hospital? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree; 
in  fact,  the  law  takes  a merciful  view  of  the  case  of  such  people — it  does  not  hold  them 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  they  have  been  accused.  I never  desire  to  think  they  are 
guilty  at  all,  and  I consider  that  the  law  has  merely  put  them  under  my  care  for  a time, 
as  persons  who  have  been  rather  unfortunate  than  guilty;  and  I have  no  idea,  therefore, 
of  punishing  them  in  the  slightest  degree.  It  is  no  affair  of  mine  what  sentence  they  are 
under. 

2841.  Have  any  differences  of  opinion  arisen  between  yourself  and  the  visiting  physician  I 
as  to  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  pursued? — No;  there  has  been  nothing  like  difference  1 
of  opinion. 

2842.  In  case  such  a difference  should  arise,  with  whom  would  the  authority  rest  of 
directing  the  treatment  to  be  pursued  ? — I would  then  yield  to  Dr.  Harrison.  I consider 
that,  properly  speaking,  he  would  have  the  responsibility,  and  that  I had  other  things  to 
attend  to.  I do  not  think  there  has  been  a difference  of  opinion  at  all  as  yet  between  us. 

2843.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commissioners  about  what  number  of  lunatic  patients  have 
been  received  into  the  institution  since  its  opening  in  1850  ? — From  about  156  to  160. 

2844.  Will  you  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the  number 
who  have  since  been  discharged  from  the  asylum,  or  removed  to  other  institutions,  or  who 
have  died  in  the  establishment  ? — I will. 

2845.  What  course  is  pursued  when  a patient  is  ascertained  to  have  recovered  his  rea-  < 

Bon? The  course  has  been,  that  I have  reported  to  the  Inspectors  that  such  a man  was  j 

in  a condition  to  be  discharged.  I have  called  attention  to  those  cases. 

2846.  Have  those  patients  been  usually  removed  upon  that  report  ? — A considerable 
time  is  often  taken  before  any  thing  is  done. 

2847.  Does  that  arise,  do  you  suppose,  from  any  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors,  ; 
as  to  the  cure  being  really  perfect? — I do  not  think  it  was  so  much  that,  as  the  difficulties  ‘ 
arising  from  the  nature  of  the  crime  of  a patient ; for  instance,  if  a man  had  committed  a 
very  serious  crime,  they  would  hesitate  much  before  they  discharged  him.  We  had 
one  man  that  came  in  very  insane,  and  he  became  sane  in,  perhaps,  a year  or  two  ; 
but  in  three  or  four  years  after,  without  any  apparent  cause,  he  got  exceedingly  insane 
again.  It  would  require  a considerable  time  before  you  could  say  certainly  there  was  a 
cure.  If  there  was  further  experience  of  those  cases,  I suppose  it  would  turn  out  that  the 
cures  were  rather  temporary  than  complete. 

2S48.  Was  the  criminal  lunatic  in  the  case  you  have  referred  to  pardoned  or  set  at 
liberty  ? — He  was  not. 

2849.  What  became  of  him? — He  died. 


2850.  And  did  all  this  occur  in  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

2851.  Had  you  recommended  that  man  to  be  discharged? — No ; he  was  not  one.  of 

those  I recommended  to  be  discharged.  I am  sure  he  was  three  years  free  from  insanity. 
There  was  another  man,  stiH  more  free  from  insanity,  who  has  been  since  discharged  m 
this  way.  His  case  was  represented  several  times,  and  he  was  finally  sent  down  to  Ros- 
common, where  he  was  arraigned  for  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  and  he  got  out 
there.  . 

2852.  Was  that  man’s  name  Quirk?— Yes.  It  was  upon  my  recommendation,  several 
times  made,  and,  I believe,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Inspectors,  that  the  law 
officers  decided  that  course  should  be  pursued  with  reference  to  him. 

2853.  Has  it  often  happened  that  persons  are  detained  in  the  asylum  whose  cure  has 
apparently  been  effected? — Yes,  they  have  been  detained  a considerable  time  after  their 
cure  had  been  effected.  There  was  a man  lately  sent  out,  who  appeared  to  have  been  sane 


for  a number  of  years  before.  „ , , . , 0 Mnral  treatment  of 

2854.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients  ? Of  course  the  patient8 . 
there  are  clergymen  to  attend  there  at  the  proper  seasons ; then  the  patients  sometimes  amusements,  instrnc- 
have  amusements,  but  not  very  frequently.  They  have  had  ball-playing,  and  are  very  tion. 

much  out  on  the  grounds.  They  play  bowls  occasionally,  and  some  few  things  of  that 
kind,  .as  far  as  we  could  easily  give  them.  To  any  of  them  that  would  express  a desire  for 
reading,  I would  give  them  books ; but,  in  general,  I have  not  found  the  patients  of  that 
class  who  would  take  pleasure  in  reading ; many  of  them  are  quite  ignorant,  and  cann  ot  read. 

2855.  Is  any  school  instruction  given? — No.  , ... 

2856.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  advantage  of  giving  school  instruction  to  the  patients, 

although  they  are  beyond  the  period  of  youth? — The  institution  is  so  small,  and  there  are 
so  few  capable  of  receiving  instruction,  that  it  could  not  be  easily  done.  A great  many  of 
our  people  are  idiotic,  and  incapable  of  instruction.  . , , 

2857.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  number  fit  to  receive  instruction  is  so  small  that  the 

expense  would  be  considerable  in  proportion  to  the  advantage  ? — Yes.  I have  striven  to 
instruct  two  or  three,  or  to  get  them  instructed ; but,  after  a short  time,  they  fell  off,  pro- 
bably finding  it  difficult,  and  not  liking  the  trouble.  . 

2858.  Without  at  all  expecting  that  lunatics  could  exhibit  any  great  proficiency  under 
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such  instruction,  would  not  the  instruction  itself  be  a source  of  employment  and  amuse- 
ment for  their  minds  ? — It  would. 

2859.  Is  anything  done  to  render  the  day-rooms  and  corridors  which  the  inmates  of  the 

asylum  frequent  cheerful,  by  the  introduction  of  pictures,  or  any  matters  of  that  kind  ? The 

only  tilings  of  that  kind  arc  in  their  private  rooms,  where  many  of  them  have  got  pictures 
put  up — cuts  from  the  Illustrated  London  News,  and  such  like. 

2860.  Is  there,  in  fact,  any  thing  done  to  render  the  apartments  usually  occupied  by  them 
more  enlivening? — There  is  nothing  particular  done;  they  have  had  cards  occasionally  to 
amuse  them  at  night. 

2861.  Are  there  any  benches  or  chairs  in  the  galleries  or  corridors? — No;  they  have 
been  applied  for,  and  I suppose  they  will  be  furnished  after  a time.  A great  deal  of  time 
passes  after  an  application  is  made,  and  my  requests  for  those  things  have  been  very  unsa- 
tisfactorily met. 

2862.  To  whom  do  you  signify  the  wants  of  the  establishment? — First  to  the  Inspectors, 
and  from  them  it  usually  goes  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

2863.  When  you  speak  of  your  requirements  not  being  always  satisfactorily  answered  as 
regards  expedition,  do  you  mean  that  the  delay  is  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors,  or  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Works? — I think  chiefly  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Works ; in  fact, 
I felt  very  unpleasant  in  reference  to  many  applications  from  the  answers  returned  to  them 
by  the  Board  of  Works. 

2864.  Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  describe  what  you  particularly  refer  to? — I made  a 
number  of  those  applications  not  very  long  since.  My  letter  was  sent  on  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  the  observations  made  upon  it,  I think,  were  very  insulting  and  very  unbe- 
coming from  the  Board.  I have  a copy  of  the  letter. 

2865.  Will  you  furnish  us  with  a copy  of  the  letter,  and  the  observations  made  upon  it? 
— Yes;  I will  furnish  a copy  of  the  letter  and  a copy  of  the  answer. 

2866.  Did  the  reply  of  the  Board  of  Works  criticise  the  propriety  of  your  demand?— It 
did.  I will  mention  one  circumstance  with  respect  to  it.  I had  applied  to  have  a lodge 
built  for  the  gardener  at  the  central  gate,  which  is  more  than  half  a furlong  distant  from 
the  other  gate;  and  I wished  the  gardener  to  live  at  that  place,  and  that  his  wife 
should  have  care  of  the  middle  gate,  for  it  is  quite  impossible  for  a man  to  attend  satisfac- 
torily to  two  gates  at  such  a distance  from  each  other.  Among  the  requirements  sent  in 
to  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  Asylum,  in  December,  1855,  was  one  for  this  lodge,  approved 
of  by  the  Inspectors.  It  was  estimated  at  £100,  and  provided  for  in  the  public  estimates 
m the  spring  of  1S56.  Nothing,  however,  was  done  in  the  matter  for  a long  time.  Dr. 
Nugent  called  on  the  Commissioners,  when,  on  talking  the  matter  over,  he  acquiesced  in 
their  opinion  that  this  lodge  could  be  dispensed  with.  On  sending  in  a list  of  require- 
ments lor  the  coming  year  (November;  1856),  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works  wrote, 
by  order  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the  Inspectors,  commenting  on  theso  requirements, 
and  stating  at  the  end  of  the  letter,  “ The  Board  would  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of 
your  considering  well  any  list  of  requirements  from  your  resident  physician,  as  last  year 
after  providmgfor  a gate  lodge  on  requisition,  Dr.  Nugent,  in  looking  into  the  matter,  agreed 
with  the  Board  that  the  work  was  not  necessary.”  That  appeared  to  mo  very  insulting, 

oarV  remain  miconvipced  that  I asked  for  a thing  unreasonable  or  improper, 

v j'r  ^°U  GVer  aPP^e^  f°r  seats  and  chairs  to  be  placed  in  the  corridors  ? — I have 

applied  for  them,  but  possibly  not  more  than  six  or  eight  months  ago. 

2868.  They  have  not  yet  been  furnished  ?— No. 

2869.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Inspectors  approved  and  forwarded  your  suggestion?— 
I know,  from  the  letter  that  I mentioned  to  you,  that  they  forwarded  some  suggestions, 
a u16  ®oav^  Works  turned  a deaf  ear  to  almost  every  thing  I said. 

2870.  Dave  you  ever  been  furnished  with  a plan  of  tho  building? — No,  nor  even  a 
survey  ot  the  place,  which  I applied  for  more  than  once.  I have  got  a survey  of  the 
land  made  of  late  by  permission  of  the  Inspectors. 

f . I '•  *bere  au  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution? — There  was  a building  intended 
lor  the  infirmary,  but  we  never  used  it  as  such ; in  fact,  we  never  had  occasion  to  use  it  as 
such.  VA  c use  it  now  as  a dormitory  for  some  of  the  patients;  and  only  for  it  we  would 
be  quite  overcrowded  at  the  male  side. 

2872.  Is  there  any  dead-house  in  the  institution  ? No. 

2873.  In  case  of  a patient  being  despaired  of,  who  may  be  an  inmate  of  one  of  the  dor- 

mitories, would  he  be  removed  to  a separate  cell?— Yes,  I would  remove  him  to  a separate 
P 1 , , | * W0ldd  not  *eave  him  in  a dormitory  where  others  were  sleeping 

loll'  w ! be  be  remov?d  before  death?— No,  not  till  after  death. 

. " ou*-d  Jt  not  be  desirable,  when  a patient  approaches  that  extreme  state,  that  he 

s oula  be  removed  to  a separate  apartment? — Sometimes  they  require  a good  deal  of  care, 
an _ watching  and  attention  of  the  persons  around  are  of  great  service. 

id.  May  it  not  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  other  inmates  to  see  a person  in  that 
ymg  condition  — If  I thought  that,  I would,  of  course,  have  a dying  person  removed  to 
a separate  cell.  J ° r 

2877.  Have  you  any  screens,  such  as  are  sometimes  used  in  hospitals,  to  enclose  the  bed 
, ,a  y^g  patient  ? — No;  but  our  dormitories  are  small;  the  largest  of  them  accomnio- 
. °f  °|~Y  Slx’  or  nve,  or  four ; and  therefore  those  things  are  not  so  necessary  as  if  the 
par  men  s were  larger.  I may  mention  that  a great  number  of  our  patients  are  persons 
wno  nave  been  a long  time  in  confinement,  and  they  do  not  require  that  active  medical 
treatment,  so  far  as  regards  their  mental  condition,  that  would  be  necessary  if  they  were 
recent  cases.  J 
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2878.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilating  the  establishment? — There  are  aper- 
tures through  the  walls ; and  it  was  intended  that  the  fire  for  heating  the  baths  should  be 
made  available  for  drawing  air  up.  The  fire  for  the  baths  is  at  the  top  of  the  building. 

2879-  Has  that  arrangement  been  successful? — I do  not  know.  We  use  the  bath  only 
once  a week. 

2880.  Have  you  ever  tried  whether  that  ventilation  was  effective  on  the  days  when  the 
fire  was  lighted  ? — I rather  think  that  the  arrangements  for  ventilating  the  building  are 
not  effective. 

2881.  Are  you  satisfied  that,  practically,  the  apartments  have  sufficient  ventilation  ? — 
Practically,  I think  they  have.  The  only  time  that  I perceive  defective  ventilation  is  at 
night,  when  the  smell  from  the  perspiration  and  breathing  of  the  patients  is  often  very 
offensive.  There  is  something  in  the  insane  that  causes  an  offensive  effluvium,  more  than 
in  sane  persons. 

2882.  Are  the  corridors  sufficiently  heated  in  winter? — We  have  fires  in  them,  but 
occasionally  they  are  very  much  exposed  to  currents,  from  the  iron  window-frames  not 
fitting  closely. 

2883.  Are  the  fireplaces  in  the  outer  walls? — No  ; in  the  inner  or  central  walls. 

2884.  Is  the  asylum  free  from  damp  ? — No,  not  altogether.  When  a storm  comes,  espe- 
cially from  the  south,  with  rain,  the  walls  show  damp  inside.  For  the  last  two  or  three 
days  the  walls  in  many  spots  appear  wet. 

2885.  Is  restraint  much  practised  in  the  asylum  ? — Scarcely  at  all.  We  have  one  man 
who  is  occasionally  very  violent  indeed,  and  who  will  suddenly  seize  upon  any  thing  that 
is  near  him,  and  strike  and  wound  persons  if  he  can.  Occasionally  we  have  a band 
round  him,  and  one  hand  secured  to  the  hand,  so  that  he  cannot  have  the  use  of  both 
hands  when  in  that  state.  That  is  the  only  restraint  I have  used  for  a long  time. 

2886.  Are  you  obliged  to  have  frequent  recourse  to  seclusion? — No. 

2887.  Have  you  any  padded  rooms  or  cells?  Only  two— one  in  the  male,  and  one  in  : 
the  female  side. 

2888.  Are  they  suitable  for  the  purpose ? — Indeed  they  arc  not  well  contrived;  they 
are  not  padded  rooms  at  all — they  are  boarded  rooms,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  hoarding 
will  prevent  injury. 

2S89.  The  male  patients  are  generally  occupied  during  the  day  in  the  grounds  ? — The  < 
greater  number  of  them. 

2890.  Are  the  airing  courts  well  situated  ? — They  arc  not.  In  winter  they  are  very 
cold,  and  the  sun  is  almost  altogether  shut  out  from  them  by  the  height  of  the  building. 
They  are  on  the  north  side,  and  the  sun  is  shut  out  from  them. 

2891.  Are  the  patients  allowed  to  go  through  the  grounds  whenever  the  weather  per- 
mits, or  are  they  confined  to  the  airing  courts  for  an  entire  day? — We  usually  have  them 
in  the  grounds.  The  females  do  not  go  out  so  much,  except  in  the  airing  yards,  and  once  , 
or  twice  a week  through  the  grounds.  On  Sundays  especially,  if  it  is  fine,  they  get  out 
almost  for  the  entire  day. 

2892.  Why  is  the  admission  of  the  females  to  the  grounds  for  exercise  restricted  to  twice 
a week? — They  arc  not  actually  restricted,  hut  they  have  a great  deal  of  work  to  do  in  the 
asylum,  though  they  arc  not  too  much  occupied. 

2893.  W ould  it  not  be  advisable,  if  the  weather  permitted  it,  to  let  them  take  exercise  in  the 
open  air? — They  do  not  appear  to  desire  it  themselves;  besides,  it  would  cause  inconvenience. 

2894.  Are  we  to  understand  that  doing  so  would  render  necessary  a larger  number  of 
attendants? — Yes. 

2895.  What  is  the  proportion  of  attendants  for  the  inmates? — We  have  seven  male 
attendants  to  about  cighty-three  patients,  and  we  have  four  female  attendants  to  forty- 
three  patients. 

2896.  Are  those  attendants  occupied  entirely  with  the  care  of  the  patients  in  the  apart- 
ments, or  have  they  any  thing  to  say  to  the  laundry,  or  to  other  work  ? — No ; their  atten- 
tion is  exclusively  directed  to  the  patients  and  to  keeping  the  place  clean. 

2897.  Are  any  of  the  female  attendants  on  the  female  patients  employed  in  cleaning  out 
the  male  wards,  or  making  up  the  male  apartments? — No. 

2898.  Have  you  ever  tried  that  arrangement  ? — No.  In  fact,  there  is  only  one  attendant 
for  each  division  in  the  female  department,  with  the  exception  of  one  division  ; so  none  of 
them  could  be  spared  from  her  division  to  go  to  the  male  wards ; they  have  got  enough 
to  do  in  their  own  places. 

2899.  Are  the  arrangements  for  washing  and  cleaning  the  patients  satisfactory  ? — The 
lavatories  are  pretty  fair ; the  bath-rooms  and  baths  are  not  so  well  contrived  as  they  might  be. 

2900.  Are  they  in  working  order  ? — Yes ; but  we  are  obliged  to  apply  to  have  them  kept 
in  working  order  from  time  to  time. 

2901.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  water  always  available,  in  case  it  should  be  required,  for 
the  baths? — Not  always;  we  only  get  it  up  once  a week,  on  account  of  the  expense  of 
the  firing,  and  it  takes  a considerable  time  before  the  water  is  heated.  We  are  obliged 
to  have  fires  lighting  for  six  or  seven  hours  before  the  water  is  properly  heated. 

2902.  In  case  a bath  should  be  suddenly  required  for  a patient  in  any  of  the  wards,  how 
would  the  hot  water  he  provided  ?— In  that  case  the  only  way  to  get  it  would  be  from  the 
cooking  apparatus,  where  the  steam  is  generated. 

2903.  In  that  case  would  it  have  to  be  carried  all  through  the  building  ? — Yes. 

2904.  Do  you  see  that  the  patients  are  properly  washed  every' day  ?— I see  that  they  are 
clean ; I do  not  inspect  the  washing. 
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The  sewerage 
arrangements. 


Patients  employed 
at  foul-tank  pump. 


2905.  Are  there  any  shower  baths  in  the  establishment? — There  are  but  two  shower  baths 

2906.  When  those  shower  baths  are  used,  is  it  by  your  direction  or  that  of  Dr.  Harri- 
son ? — Yes. 

2907.  Are  they  kept  locked? — They  are  kept  6hut.  They  are  in  a place  to  which  the 
patients  have  not  access  in  general ; they  are  locked  up  in  a little  bath-room. 

2908.  Are  they  sufficiently  secured  to  prevent  the  attendants  administering  a shower 
bath  to  a patient  without  any  order  from  you  or  Dr.  Harrison  ? — The  attendants  would 
not  venture  to  administer  a bath  without  an  order  of  that  kind. 

2909.  Are  there  water-closets  throughout  the  establishment  ? — There  is  a water-closet 
in  each  division. 

2910.  Are  they  in  good  working  order? — I do  not  like  them  at  all;  they  are  not  such 
as  I could  approve  of;  in  fact,  I have  complained  very  much  of  them  over  and  over.  They 
are  used  for  throwing  slops  into,  and  are  always  damp. 

2911.  Is  that  your  only  objection  to  the  water-closets,  or  are  they  mechanically  wrong? 
— They  are  plug  water-closets,  and  I object  to  that.  I would  rather  have  closets  that 
would  flush  themselves. 

2912.  Are  there  urinals  in  the  establishment  ? — No.  I have  frequently  applied  for  them. 

2913.  Is  the  sewerage  generally  satisfactory? — We  had  two  of  the  sewers  opened  about 
three  times  since  I went  there,  as  they  were  choked.  There  is  no  particular  means  of 
flushing  the  sewers.  The  whole  sewerage  runs  into  a foul  tank,  to  which  there  is  a pump. 
That  pump  works  off,  and  scatters  the  contents  over  the  ground. 

2914.  Practically,  is  it  disposed  of? — To  a certain  extent  it  is;  but  that  force-pump  is 
apt  to  get  out  of  order — the  valves  frequently  get  choked.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
valves  are  of  leather,  and  the  foul  water  destroys  them  or  chokes  them.  Men  from  the  Board 
of  Works  have  been  for  nearly  a fortnight  clearing  out  the  foul  tank,  or  striving  to  clear  it 
out ; and  that,  of  course,  will  entail  considerable  expense.  They  have  a large  number  of 
men  employed. 

2915.  Have  the  patients  ever  been  employed  in  working  the  pump  you  speak  of? Yes. 

2916.  Do  you  think  it  a suitable  or  a desirable  occupation  for  them? — Far  from  it;  I 
do  not  think  it  at  all  desirable  or  suitable,  the  Binell  is  so  very  bad,  and  few  men  having  an 
inkling  of  reason  would  submit  to  a work  so  exceedingly  monotonous.  A man  is  merely 
turning  a handle,  he  sees  nothing  of  the  effect  of  the  work,  and  has  no  exercise  for 
his  mind.  It  is  not  like  as  if  he  was  out  in  the  fields,  where,  if  he  is  digging,  he  can  see 
what  he  does. 


Religions  'worship ; 
privileges  of 
chaplains. 


Inmates  attending 
worship. 


29 1 7 . Is  the  labour  very  irksome  or  great  ?— It  is  constant ; it  is  not  that  it  is  very  heavy. 
When  the  valves  of  the  pump  are  choked,  it  is  a filthy  tiling  to  settle  them.  A man  has 
to  go  down  into  the  hole  and  see  to  the  cause  of  the  stoppage,  and  the  smell  is  very  bad. 

2918.  Do  those  observations  apply,  though  not,  perhaps,  to  the  same  extent,  to  the 
working  of  the  pump  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  house  ?— They  apply  in  a very  modi- 
fied degree.  Such  work  is  the  next  thing  to  hard  labour. 

2919.  Is  the  foul  tank  of  which  you  speak  close  to  the  asylum? — It  is  very  dose  to  it. 

2920.  How  far  is  it  from  the  apartments  actually  occupied  by  the  patients  ? — I should 
suppose  it  is  not  more  than  about  five  or  six  yards  from  the  female  wing  of  the  building. 

2921.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  performance  of  religious  worship  in  the 
asylum?— The  Catholics  every  Sunday  go  into  the  chapel  at  half-past  eight  o’clock,  or  a 
little  before  it,  and  they  generally  leave  it  at  half-past  nine,  or  something  later ; and  then, 
about  ten  minutes  before  ten,  the  Protestants  are  admitted.  The  same  is  the  case  on 
holydays-  The  clergymen  usually  visit  about  three  times  a week. 

2922.  Are  those  the  regular  appointed  chaplains  of  the  institution  ?— Yes. 

2923.  How  many  are  there  ?— Two— the  Protestant  and  Catholic  chaplains. 

2924.  Have  you  ever  had  any  Presbyterian  inmates? — Several. 

2925.  What  arrangement  is  made  with  reference  to  their  attendance  at  religious  wor- 
8hlP  I have  never  known  any  of  them  object  to  attend  at  the  Protestant  service. 

2926.  Do  the  chaplains  attend  at  the  institution  on  any  other  occasion? — They  usually 
pay  visits,  perhaps  twice  a week,  besides  the  visit  on  Sundays. 

. 2927-  ®ave  the  chaplains  the  power  of  visiting  the  institution  generally,  or  any  of  the 
inmates  they  please,  without  any  communication  with  you  ?— They  usually  go  in  without 
reference  to  me ; but  I am  on  the  spot,  and  they  will  probably  see  me. 

2928.  Supposing  a case  to  arise,  in  which  you  considered  that  any  communication  with 
a patient  at  a particular  moment  upon  religious  matters  would  not  be  likely  to  be  of  advan- 
tage to  him,  what  steps  would  you  take  to  prevent  his  reoeiving  the  visit  of  the  chap- 
lain ( 1 would  speak  to  the  chaplain,  and  would  expect  that  he  would  acquiesce  in  my 
representation ; or  if  I did  not  see  him,  I would  leave  directions  for  him. 

2929.  Have  such  cases  arisen? — No.  I am  sure  if  there  was  such  a case,  the  chaplain 

ml  gO0d  s.ense  to  seG  at  once  tte  propriety  of  not  visiting  the  patient. 

2930.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  usually  attend  religious  worship  ? — I should  sup- 
pose out  of  120  or  130,  90  at  least  attend — I mean  of  both  churches. 

2931.  How  is  the  selection  made  of  those  who  are  to  attend  on  Sundays  at  religious  wor- 

8 j ’fuaUY,a  matter  of  experiment.  They  are  sent  once,  twice,  or  three  times; 

an<!nQ . behave  themselves,  they  are  allowed  to  continue  going. 

. 9 2'  we.  *°  understand  that  all  the  inmates  attend  religious  worship,  unless  those 
ol  whom  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  past  conduct,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  benefit 
/~yes’  an(*  according  to  their  own  desire.  If  they  desire  to  go,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them,  unless  they  misbehave  themselves  in  churGh,  but  that  has  very  rarely  occurred. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


123 


2933.  Is  the  conduct  of  the  inmates  generally  on  those  occasions  decorous  and  such  as 
becomes  persons  attending  divine  worship  ? — Completely ; so  much  so,  that  persons  from 
outside,  who  attended  at  the  church,  have  said  that  they  would  not  meet  so  orderly  a con- 
gregation elsewhere.  Many  people  express  their  surprise  at  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
inmates. 

2934.  Do  you  think  that,  generally,  those  who  attend  religions  worship  are  sensible  of 
what  they  are  engaged  in  ? — They  are  sensible  of  the  object  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

2935.  Are  sermons  usually  preached  ? — Since  the  last  Catholic  curate  came  sermons 
have  not  been  preached,  but  the  curate  who  preceded  him  preached  very  frequently ; and 
I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  short  sermons  from  time  to  time,  for  the  inmates  like  it. 

2936.  Would  not  particular  care  and  judgment  be  required  on  the  part  of  a clergyman 
addressing  a congregation  of  that  character  ? — There  might  be  occasionally  an  individual 
as  to  whom  that  care  would  be  required  on  the  part  of  a clergyman,  but  it  would  not  be 
the  case  as  to  the  general  body.  I have  not  found  such  to  be  necessary  in  practice.  You 
must  consider  that  our  number  is  limited,  and  they  are  all  of  the  class  of  chronic  insanity. 

2937.  Are  sermons  usually  preached  by  the  Protestant  chaplain  ? — Yes  ; they  are  not 
very  long  sermons. 

2938.  By  whom  are  the  books  of  the  institution  kept  ? — By  Mr.  Mullen,  the  clerk. 

2939.  Is  there  a medical  journal  kept  in  the  institution  ? — The  only  medical  journal  I 
know  of  is  one  I keep  myself. 

2940  Is  it  similar  in  form  to  that  in  the  third  schedule  to  the  8th  and  9th  Viet.,  chap. 
107  ?—  It  is  not  exactly  in  that  form. 

2941.  Is  there  any  case-book  kept?— That  is  the  book  to  which  I now  refer. 

2942.  By  whom  are  the  account  books  of  the  establishment  kept  ? — Mr.  Mullen  actually 
keeps  the  books,  but  I hold  myself  accountable  for  their  being  regular  and  correct,  as  is 
required  by  the  rules. 

2943.  Who  inspects  the  provisions  ? — I inspect  them  frequently  myself,  especially  if 
there  is  any  complaint  made  of  them.  Mr.  Mullen  inspects  them  also,  and  sometimes  the 
matron  does  it. 

2944.  By  whom  is  the  dietary  fixed  ? — By  the  Inspectors. 

2945.  Does  the  matron  act  under  your  directions  entirely  ? — She  appears  to  consider 
herself  more  under  the  direction  of  the  Inspectors. 

2946.  Of  course,  you  consider  that  you  have  authority  over  her  ? — To  a certain  extent. 
If  I direct  any  thing  particular  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  female  patients,  I expect 
that  she  will  carry  out  the  direction. 

2947.  Do  you  frequently  visit  the  female  side,  as  well  as  the  male  side? — I do. 

2948.  And,  of  course,  you  give  your  directions  with  regard  to  any  thing  that  you  may  con- 
sider to  be  required? — Yes;  I give  directions  for  anything  that  I may  see  necessary  to  be 
done. 

2949.  Is  there  an  apothecary  who  attends  daily? — There  is  an  apothecary,  but  he  does 
not  attend  daily. 

2950.  Are  the  drugs  provided  by  the  establishment,  or  are  they  compounded  by  the 
apothecary  in  his  own  shop  ? — The  apothecary  has  an  allowance  of  £20  a-year  for  drugs, 
in  addition  to  his  salary.  He  provides  all  the  medicines.  The  Inspectors  made  that  agree- 
ment with  him. 

2951.  Has  that  arrangement  worked  satisfactorily? — Yes. 

2952.  Is  the  apothecary  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — In  Dublin. 

2953.  In  case  medicines  should  be  suddenly  and  urgently  required,  would  it  be  necessary 
to  send  to  Dublin  for  him  to  procure  them? — No ; I would  give  the  medicines  myself 
from  a certain  quantity  that  there  is  in  the  house.  We  have  in  the  establishment  a consi- 
derable number  of  medicines  supplied  by  the  apothecary. 

2954.  Are  those  medicines  which  are  at  your  command  for  cases  of  emergency  furnished 
by  the  apothecary  for  the  sum  of  £20  a-year  ?— Yes.  His  salary  is  £40  a-year,  and  £20  for 
medicines.  The  only  thing  he  would  have  over  is  whatever  would  be  the  cost  of  leeches, 
which  are  not  included  in  his  contract. 

2955.  Who  keeps  the  farm  account  ? — Mr.  Mullen  keeps  all  the  accounts ; of  course,  I 
must  look  over  them  and  see  that  they  arc  light — I have  the  receipt  and  the  expenditure 
of  the  money. 

2956.  Is  there  any  separate  debtor  and  creditor  account  kept  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
diture upon  the  farm  and  its  produce  ? — Yes. 

2957.  Are  there  any  farm  buildings  connected  with  the  institution? — None  as  yet;  they 
were  called  for  two  or  three  years  ago,  and  the  foundations  for  them  have  been  recently  cut. 

2958.  By  whom  are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  appointed  ? — They  are  appointed 
by  the  Government. 

2959.  By  whom  are  they  removed? — The  Inspectors  would  dismiss  them  on  my  com- 
plaint. I have  been  there  six  years,  and  we  have  dismissed  only  one  man. 

2960.  Are  you  satisfied  generally  with  the  class  of  servants  that  have  been  sent  to  you? — 
Yes,  generally. 

2961.  Do  you  think  they  are  intelligent  enough  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  insane  persons? 

I think  they  are,  in  general,  proper  persons.  We  have  good  nurses ; they  have  not  been 

well  educated  people,  but  they  appear  to  bo  kind  and  attentive,  and  that  is  what  we 
require  from  them.  , 

2962.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  have  persons  of  a more  educated 
class  in  charge  of  those  poor  people  ?— Of  course  it  would  be  an  additional  advantage,  but 
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we  have  not  got  them ; in  fact,  some  of  them  did  not  read  or  write,  which  I think  is 
objectionable. 

2963.  Are  the  wages  and  allowances  sufficient  to  secure  persons  of  an  intelligent  class  ?— 
I think  they  are  pretty  fair.  The  women  get  £12  a-year  wages,  and  rations,  and  some 
clothing ; the  men  get  £18  a-year,  and  rations  and  clothes.  It  is  a hard  life  to  be  always 
taking  care  of  a set  of  lunatics,  and  I make  allowance  for  that.  You  must  pardon  them 
sometimes  a few  offences.  I would  be  very  much  against  any  of  them  who  would  be  guilty 
of  harshness  to  the  patients. 

2964.  Have  you  had  to  complain  of  any  of  the  attendants  for  harshness  ? — On  very  rare 
occasions.  They  know  perfectly  well  that  harshness  would  not  be  tolerated. 

2965.  Are  the  articles  of  food  and  the  other  necessaries  for  the  institution  supplied  by 

contract  ? — By  contract.  J 

2966.  By  whom  are  those  contracts  entered  into  ? — By  the  Inspectors. 

2967.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  is  done  by  public  advertisement? — Yes,  by  public 
advertisement. 

2968.  Are  the  supplies  weighed  by  the  storekeeper  when  they  are  received  ?— They  are. 

2969.  Who  checks  the  books  of  the  storekeeper  as  regards  the  consumption? — The  store- 
keeper himself  checks  the  books,  and  I occasionally  check  with  him.  For  instance,  when  an 
account  comes  to  be  paid  to  the  butcher  or  to  the  baker,  I look  over  it,  and  calculate  what 
it  ought  to  be,  before  I send  in  the  account — I look  over  it,  and  see  that  it  is  right. 

2970.  Are  the  books  over  checked  or  examined  by  the  Inspectors  ?— -The  Inspectors 
check  all  the  monthly  accounts  as  they  go  into  them  every  month  ; and  very  frequently, 
when  they  have  a doubt  as  to  any  particular  account  or  item  in  it,  they  will  send  out  and 
say,  “ This  appears  to  be  too  large — explain  this — what  is  the  reason  of  such  and  such?” 
and  I send  in  answers. 

2971.  What  means  have  the  Inspectors  each  month  of  checking  the  consumption?— 
Only  the  monthly  accounts  going  into  them. 

2972.  Have  they  a statement  of  the  number  of  inmates  each  day  in  the  institution  to  enable 
them_to  check  the  consumption  ?— The  number  in  the  institution  very  rarely  changes. 

. 2973.  Do  you  think  that  a larger  number  of  patients  could  be  received  into  the  institu- 
tion by  reason  of  an  alteration  being  made  in  the  arrangements  ? — I do  not  think  there 
could. 


2974.  Is  the  structure  of  the  asylum  such  as  would  easily  admit  of  its  being  added  to,  if 
an  addition  was  required  ? — I think  it  is. 

2975.  1 presume,  that  if  the  asylum  contained  a larger  number  of  patients,  they  might 
be  attended  to  with  a very  small  addition  to  the  number  of  the  inferior  servants  ?— Yes; 
the  staff,  with  a very  little  addition,  would  answer  for  a larger  number.  That,  in  fact,  is 
the  great  cause  of  our  high  average  expenditure,  and  must  be  always  the  case  while  the 
number  of  patients  is  only  about  125. 

2976.  Have  you  any  classification  of  patients  in  the  establishment? — Wo  have  no  great 
classification,  because  of  the  small  number.  Our  epileptic  patients  must  be  kept  on  the 
lower  stones.  On  the  female  side,  we  put  the  most  troublesome  persons  in  one  division, 
and  the  other  divisions  are  allotted  to  the  quiet  patients.  I would  like  to  have  a place 
othera  ve^  much*  per8°M  bj  theraselves  for  a time  until  they  get  quiet,  for  they  annoy 

there  any  distinction  made  in  the  asylum,  based  upon  a difference  in  the  social 
condition  of  the  inmates  ?— There  are  only  two,  or  three,  or  four,  that  you  would  say  were 
superior  to  the  ordinary  class  of  people  in  the  asylum  ; and  if  I could  give  them  a little 
indigene6  now  and  then,  I would  be  glad  to  do  so.  The  attendants  often  allow  a person 

«£to  dfcriPtlon  “t0  *«r  rooms  to  sit  and  to  be  separate  from  the  others. 

29 1 a.  Are  they  allowed  to  wear  their  own  clothes  ? Yes. 

2979  Are  any  extras  that  may  be  sent  to  them  by  their  friends  allowed  ?— Yes  ; and  I 
would  be  very  glad  their  friends  would  look  after  some  of  these  people.  It  is  a great  corn- 
tort  to  them  to  see  that  some  one  outside  thinks  of  them  and  looks  after  them.  1 encourage 
letters  from  then-  friends,  and  pay  the  postage  of  answers. 


Robert  Harrison,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.o.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

298?'  yZ  Sl?n+g  phy*?Cr  ofthe  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Dundrum?-I  am. 

Blaca  4110  opening  of  the  **■““*-*•' 1 

S w-!vGTDM?  of  *^at  asjkm  is  dso  a “edical  man  ?-He  is. 
ns  In  ™ d°f  *he  cbare°  of  the  Patients  rest?— I think  with  both  of 

mv  1 Pa«‘culfr  directions  to  Dr.  Corbet.  He  attends  to  them  in 

'?ddenl->r  my  absence,  ho  attends  to  it  till  I 

2984  Whpn  l„n  + * ngG  A k®twee.n  ^sm  the  best  mode  for  the  good  of  the  institution, 
with  rtnPr+Tn+W  are  first  received  into  the  asylum,  is  there  any  information  furnished 
Mt  tKnTtb  J -1  f ?-S?™tlmee  a short  report  comes  along  with  a patient.  I do 
2080  g6nera1’  ■*  “formation  is  very  full  or  very  satisfactory.  1 

should  he  ES' a™dd.f0“lder  it  desirable  that  much  fuller  information,  if  possible, 
SepLttr  T68i  be  a great  matter  to  know  the  previous  history  of 

Precisely4  wouk  "tje  0I'  material  assistance  in  the  further  treatment  of  the  cases? — 
2987.  1 presume,  although  the  patients  who  are  confined  in  this  asylum  may  he  under 
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the  sentence  of  a court,  at  the  same  time  the  treatment  pursued  is  properly  of  a curative 
character  ? — Entirely.  We  do  not  look  on  them  at  all  as  criminals. 

2988.  You  consider  the  patients  the  same  as  if  they  were  in  a lunatic  ward  of  a gaol  ? 

Just  so.  We  have  as  little  of  prison  arrangements  as  possible. 

2989-  You  have  just  stated  that  you  and  the  medical  manager  arrange  between  you  with 
regard  to  the  medical  charge  of  the  patients : do  you  consult  upon  each  case  when  it  is 
first  received,  or  is  a case,  on  its  reception,  particularly  brought  under  your  notice,  and  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it  which  are  known  ? — Yes. 

2990.  Supposing  a difference  of  opinion  to  arise  between  Dr.  Corbett  and  yourself  as  to 
the  treatment  of  a case,  with  whom  would  the  decision  rest  as  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued The  good  sense  of  both  parties  would  bring  them  to  a settlement.  Medical  men 
may  differ  at  first  in  their  opinions  of  a case,  but,  in  general,  they  very  soon  a<n-ee. 

299 1.  With  whom  do  you  consider  the  responsibility  ought  to  rest  of  directing  the  curative 
treatment  of  the  inmates  as  to  their  insanity  ? — I think  it  ought  to  rest  with  the  Governor, 
the  man  who  is  on  the  spot,  and  can  look  into  all  the  details.  At  the  same  time,  I think 
the  two  should  consult  and  should  agree  upon  a plan,  and  then  the  resident  should  he 
responsible  for  carrying  that  plan  out.  That  is  what  we  do.  We  see  a case,  and  consider 
what  kind  of  madness  it  is,  and  what  treatment  should  be  adopted — whether  there  should 
he  high  or  low  living,  or  moderate  restraint.  The  Governor  carries  out  what  we  resolve 
upon,  and  modifies  it  according  as  he  finds  it  necessary. 

2992.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  would  desire  the  position  of  the  Governor  should  he 
pretty  much  that  of  a house-surgeon  in  an  hospital,  who  would  act  under  the  direction  of 
the  visiting  physician  ? — Precisely. 

2993.  Speaking  generally  of  asylums,  do  you  think  it  would  be  of  importance  to  have 
always  this  double  system  of  medical  attendance — the  resident  medical  officer  and  the 
visiting  physician  ? — From  my  own  experience,  I think  it  would.  It  gives  great  confidence 
to  the  resident  to  have  another  person  to  assist  him  ; and  I think  the  second  is  of  service 
in  observing  matters  and  correcting.  The  two  act  much  better  than  one. 

2994.  What  means  are  used  in  the  asylum  for  the  moral  treatment  of  the  insane  ? — We 
have  two  chaplains,  who  visit  very  often.  They  have  regular  Sunday  duties  ; and  besides 
that,  they  pay  visits  two  or  three  times  in  the  week.  I frequently  see  the  names  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  clergymen  in  the  visiting  book.  They  speak  to  their  people 
and  advise  them,  and  lecture  them  quietly  and  gently.  There  is  no  religious  controversy, 
or  any  thing  of  that  kind — mere  moral  advice. 

2995.  What  occupation  are  the  inmates  generally  engaged  in? — The  men  chiefly  in  Occupation, 
agriculture,  and  the  women  chiefly  in  the  laundry.  There  may  he,  perhaps,  two  or  three 

men  at  shoemaking,  one  or  two  tailors,  and  a man  making  tin  porringers. 

2996.  I presume  the  greater  number  of  the  inmates  are  of  the  agricultural  class? — Chiefly. 

2997.  When  the  weather  will  not  permit  of  their  being  employed  at  those  out-door  pur- 
suits, are  any  occupations  or  amusements  provided  inside  for  them  ? — Not  enough.  It  is 
very  tiresome  on  wet  days. 

2998.  In  point  of  fact,  are  the  day-rooms  of  the  asylum,  which  are  occupied  by  the  Absence  of  means  of 
inmates  on  those  days  that  will  not  admit  of  their  being  out  of  doors,  different  in  any  way  amusement. 

from  the  day-rooms  in  the  ordinary  workhouses  ? — Not  at  all.  There  are  no  hooks  or  any 
thing  to  occupy  the  minds  of  the  patients. 

2999.  Considering  that  the  asylum  is  not  a mere  place  of  detention  for  insane  persons, 
hut  is  also  to  he  regarded  as  an  hospital  for  curative  treatment,  are  you  satisfied  with  that 
absence  of  amusement,  or  the  utter  want  of  any  thing  enlivening  in  the  apartments  they 
occupy  ? — I have  often  regretted  the  want  of  such  things — a reading-room,  or  a room  with 
pictures,  to  excite  or  engage  the  attention,  so  as  to  keep  them  from  a gloomy  mood,  into 
which  they  fall  when  unoccupied  on  a wet  day. 

3000.  In  point  of  fact,  I believe  the  day-rooms  and  corridors  of  this  asylum  are  particu- 
larly cheerless,  the  walls  being  merely  whitewashed? — Yes.  Our  day-rooms  are  very 
cheerful,  as  far  as  light  goes,  but  very  cheerless  in  every  other  respect,  in  the  way  of  fur- 
niture or  of  objects  that  could  amuse  the  mind  or  engage  the  attention. 

3001.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  inmates  are  at  times  occupied  in  works  that  require  ^ployment  of  the 
considerable  labour,  such  as  force-pumps  in  the  yard,  where  they  are  engaged  under  sheds, 

and  are  very  much  secluded : do  you  consider  this  occupation  advisable  for  lunatics  ? — I 
have  looked  at  them  working,  and  I think  they  do  it  pretty  cheerfully.  It  would  be  heavy- 
work  for  one  or  two  men ; hut  when  five  or  six  men  get  to  a pump,  they  work  with  spirit, 
and  seem  rather  amused  at  it.  On  some  days  they  get  a little  sulky,  and  two  or  three 
will  hang  back,  and  throw  a great  deal  of  labour  on  the  others,  who  will  complain ; but  I 
have  seen  them  over  and  over  again  at  it  laughing,  whistling,  and  joking. 

3002.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  working  at  the  foul  tank? — Yes. 

3003.  The  Governor  of  the  institution  seems  to  consider  that  _ occupation  unsuitable  for 
lunatics  ? — There  is  not  a pleasant  smell;  but  I see  no  great  objection  to  it. 

3004.  We  have  been  given  to  understand  the  infirmary  of  the  institution  has  not  been  infirmary  arrange, 

used  as  such  ?— Scarcely  ever.  We  have  had  hardly  any  fever  or  infectious  disease.  ments" 

3005.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of  having  either  a separate  building,  or 
a separate  portion  of  building,  in  your  asylum  set  apart  as  an  infirmary?  I think  it 
desirable  to  have  a separate  portion  of  the  building,  rather  than  a separate  building,  for 
the  purpose.  A separate  portion  of  the  building  is  more  “ comeatable,”  if  I may  say  so,  and 
is  better  attended  to.  When  a building  is  detached  from  the  main  structure,  it  is  more 
apt  to  be  neglected,  unless  there  he  a distinct  set  of  servants  appointed  to  attend  it.  I 
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do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  thing  of  the  kind  occurs,  but  on  principle  I make  that 
statement. 

3006.  The  building  for  the  infirmary  in  the  Dundrum  Asylum  is  a separate  building? 

3007.  In  your  opinion  is  it  more  desirable  to  treat  a sick  patient  in  the  dormitory  of  an 
infirmary  than  in  his  own  ordinary  cell  ?— I think,  if  the  illness  were  a trifling  or  ephemeral 
one,  it  would  be  bad  to  remove  him,  at  all  events  it  would  be  unnecessary ; but  if  there  is 
any  thing  like  a long  continued  fever,  I would  recommend  his  removal,  both  for  the  sake 
of  quietness  for  himself,  and  to  guard  against  the  spreading  of  infection. 

3008.  I believe  there  is  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  institution,  who  is  paid  upon  an 
annual  contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines  for  the  institution  ? — I believe  that  is  the  case 

3009.  Is  that  a satisfactory  arrangement  ? — It  is  considered  economical. 

3,0.1.0'  Seneral  grounds,  do  you  approve  of  the  system  of  contracting  to  supply 
medicines  for  such  an  institution  for  a certain  annual  sum  ? — I would  not  generally  recoin 
mend  it.  J 

3011.  I believe  the  apothecary  to  the  institution  resides  in  Dublin? Yes. 

3012.  There  is,  however,  I understand,  a supply  of  medicines  on  the  spot,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Governor  ? — Yes  ; and  if  there  is  any  thing  urgently  required if  I see  any 

thing  wanting — I may  send  in  the  servant  to  the  apothecary  to  apprize  him  of  it.  He  visits 
regularly  twice  or  three  times  a week. 

3013.  When  Avine  and  what  are  called  “medical  extras”  arc  required  by  a patient  is 
the  order  entered  by  you  in  the  prescription  book  ? — No ; the  Governor  manages  all  about 
the  wine  and  such  things  with  great  care  and  prudence. 

3014.  You  are  not  aware  whether  there  is  any  record  in  any  book  of  what  patients  have 
been  ordered,  wine  or  such  things? — Except  in  some  very  few  cases,  I do  not  think  I have 
ordered  \vine  in  the  book.  Wine  is  occasionally  given  by  the  Governor,  where  there  is  a 
sudden  sinking.  In  such  a case  he  may  give  Avine  or  brandy,  or  some  stimulant  that  is 
required,  without  such  being  regularly  ordered.  On  the  whole,  we  give  very  little  of  those 


3015.  Is  much  restraint  practised  in  the  institution  ? — None,  except  in  one  or  two  cases 
W e have  one  unfortunate  man  there,  whom  it  is  a charity  to  restrain  at  times,  and  at 
other  times  he  is  as  quiet  as  any  one  in  this  room. 

3016.  What  restraint  is  used  with  him  when  he  is  violent?— He  is  put  into  a padded 
room  and  shut  up.  He  will  roar  and  try  to  break  every  thing  he  possibly  could  ; and  if  lot 
loose,  he  would  destroy  every  person  he  could.  He  is  a very  powerful  and  violent  man,  and 
we  use  a slight  restraint  with  him— straps  merely  on  his  arms— when  an  attack  is  expected 
to  be  coming  on  him.  The  attendants  know  when  it  is  coming,  by  a peculiar  mode  he  has  of 
laughing  for  a day  or  two  before,  after  which  he  will  break  out  violently.  He  will  endea- 
vo“  t0  kill  any  one  near  him.  The  straps  are  not  painful. 

? rDS1:tle-d, “ inc.urable,  case  ? I am  afraid  it  is:  it  is  connected  with 
9n?oy  V d 1 d°  n0t  , k ^sanity  and  epilepsy  are  curable— that  is  my  experience. 
3018.  Is  any  report  made  when  restraint  is  practised  ?— Not  in  a case  of  that  kind,  it  is 
so  frequent ; perhaps  every  week  there  will  be  restraint  of  that  kind.  The  servants  know 
when  it  is  necessary,  and  they  tell  the  Governor,  and  ho  permits  it.  They  never  do  it 
?oTo  bf.Permisslcm-  That  is  the  only  case  under  restraint. 

“ sqated  the  fe“ale  patients  are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  exerciso  in  the  open 
TuSj;  fUndT  anda  couple  of  days  in  the  week  ?-Yes.  I do  not  approve  of  that, 
the  m™  from  the  ground  not  being  divided.  If  the  females  were  let  out  when 

thev  are  S®7  get  contact,  and  confusion  would  arise.  In  fine  weather 

’1and  the  men  are  bought  in.  I have  often  suggested  that  the 
^3020  Wgnnld  “"V bave  a P^ce  railed  off,  in  which  the  females  could  exercise, 

time  admit  nf  that  t!  a?,  10ur8  labour  011  the  part  of  the  men  previous  to  dinner 

ttavStf  to  lw  t,  0 lems  for  the  females  to  walk  abouti-It  might;  but 

dW  v t le  “en  work  aa  W as  they  can.  8 

oninimi  aiA +n +haJ^S^°+en  ®baP^ns  being  attached  to  the  institution:  what  is  your 
~!nn  the  whole  T '^tendance  of  ministers  of  religion  upon  insane  persons? 

of  Minion  X ' 1 Tnh  18  ?“her  than  otherwise.  1 know  there  is  a difference 

miXd 1 ha™  obee.rved  ‘hat,  on  the  days  of  service,  two  or  three  very  weak- 
Md  thev  ev  T6  ?*C,ted'.  “d  tbl!ir  "ore  more  foil  of  religions  matters, 

de?idedh  J^„TdhhPPrrb'10M  c?I‘let8i  but,  on  the  whole,  the  inmates  generally  are 
be  sorrv^HPP  rebgi°u8  ministrations,  and  I think  it  improves  them.  I should 

verv  w?ll  durfn  tgl0;IS  d<me  awar  "ith  in  institution,  for  the  inmates  behave 

™7thi  “ I l ' ind  ?aldom  any  of  them  have  to  he  removed ; and  I think 
!Zn  it  fa  w ' a™  a/aben*  cond?ct  himself  quietly  and  calmly  even  for  an  hour  or  se, 
aeon  “n°‘jn  *he  nature  of  restraint,  is  of  advantage, 
rimis  I'ffppfmr,  ePn7ation  °f  tbe  means  of  attending  religious  worship  have  an  inju- 
un  div^e  wTh  TdS  °f  pat,e,lt3  in  tho  habit  of  Ending  it?-Tes,  iLfor  keep Lg 
Zr  iZfSe  tl’.f'v  6 “^htution  There  are  few  people  so  totally  mad  as  to  be  altoge- 
UDon  bv  vavirijia  tbin  ^1°U  j They  have  lucid  intervals  when  the  mind  may  be  acted 

J^hinkM-nn  ttmipR  • gs;and  rebgion  is  one  of  those  that  act  beneficially.  At  the  same  time, 
of  a disnn+n+imi  lnterfrrence-  an  indiscriminate  supply  of  rehgious  books,  or  any  thing 
Thev  S?Srt  rirtUre  °r,  °vf  a contr9ver8ial  characte^,  would  be  extremely  injurious. 
<»-oes  bv  flip  tmn  pR  m?9age<^’  koAvever,  in  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  as  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  by  the  two  chaplains  attending  at  present. 
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3023.  Of  course,  if  you  felt  that  the  effect  of  religious  ministrations  was  injurious  as  Dublin. 

regards  the  patients,  you  would  say  that  their  attendance  at  divine  worship  was  not  desir-  „ 

able?— Yes  ; and  I would  forbid  a patient  to  go  to  prayers  on  any  particular  day,  when  it  a£ SS 
would  not  be  of  service  to  lnm.  Robert  Harrison  ' 

3024.  When  a patient  is  so  much  recovered  iu  the  institution  as  to  lead  you  to  believe  Esq?,  *.d.,' “S.r. 
he  is  no  longer  insane,  what  steps  are  taken  to  communicate  with  the  proper  authorities  Mode  of  proceeding 
on  the  subject? — The  Governor  and  I draw  up  a joint  report,  and  submit  it  to  the  Chief  as  to ,cured  patients; 
Secretary  or  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  him  to  decide  upon  it.  I always  feel  a great  deal  ^estionable  case3’ 
of  difficulty  and  a great  deal  of  timidity  in  giving  any  such  report,  because  I know  that 

very  often  those  people  appear  very  well,  whether  from  pretence  or  self-control,  for  a 
time ; and  I am  apprehensive  of  letting  many  of  them  out  again,  lest  they  would  relapse 
when  they  went  back  to  their  old  haunts.  Many  of  those  we  have  in  the  asylum  are  not 
what  I call  very  insane ; there  is  a vast  deal  of  cunning  amongst  many  of  them.  They 
have,  perhaps,  done  acts  in  their  time  that  might  pass  for  those  of  insane  persons ; and 
when  on  trial,  or  at  the  time  of  receiving  sentence,  they  have  feigned  madness,  or ’their 
friends  have  come  forward  and  made  out  a strong  case  of  madness  for  them.  ’ 1 t.binlr 
there  are  many  persons  in  the  asylum  who  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  insane  enough  to  be 
confined ; but  at  the  same  time  I think  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  let  them  out ; and 
the  circumstance  of  their  having  once  escaped  punishment  by  a plea  of  insanity  would 
make  them  reckless  in  running  into  crime  again,  knowing  that  they  might  on  another 
occasion  set  up  the  same  plea.  I should  be  always  more  willing  to  recommend  the  dis- 
charge of  persons,  if  I thought  they  were  to  be  removed  to  another  country  by  their  friends. 

3025.  Does  not  this  difficulty  arise  with  respect  to  a patient  who  may  be  a prisoner  on 
the  ground  of  insanity,  that  although  ordered  to  be  detained  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  yet  once  he  is  transferred  to  a lunatic  asylum,  it  would  not  be  considered 
proper  to  remove  him  to  a gaol,  where,  in  point  of  fact,  he  would  be  undergoing  punishment 
to  which  he  was  not  sentenced  ? — Yes ; it  is  a case  full  of  difficulty. 

3026.  The  insane  are  liable  to  internal  and  local  diseases,  spasmodic  diseases,  and  Medical  managers 
accidents  to  which  the  sane  are  liable,  who  would  you  charge  with  the  responsibility  of  aFd  visiting  physi- 
treating  them  for  those  diseases,  as  a general  principle  ? — I think  that  the  two  medical  men  asT 

should  always  act  together.  They  both  feel  anxious  with  respect  to  every  case,  and  both 
are  equally  responsible  where  they  are  acting  together.  That  is  the  way  that  Dr.  Corbet 
and  I have  always  felt. 

3027.  In  the  cases  last  referred  to,  would  the  medical  officer  of  the  institution,  who  is 
conversant  with  the  treatment  of  lunatics  generally,  have  any  advantage  in  their  treatment 
beyond  the  visiting  physician,  wh6  is  more  familiar  with  general  disease  ? — I think  it  is 
possible ; but  the  visiting  physician  would  soon  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  cases. 

3028.  The  difference  would  not  be  sufficient,  in  your  opinion,  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
having  a visiting  physician  ? — I think  not. 

3029.  With  whom  would  you  leave  the  medical  responsibility  of  treating  cases  of  internal 
disease,  or  epidemic  disease,  or  accidents  which  occur  amongst  the  insane,  apart  from  the 
treatment  of  their  insanity  ? — I think  partly  to  the  visiting  physician.  Dr.  Corbet  and  I 
both  take  a part  in  the  treatment  of  such  cases  at  the  asylum. 

3030.  Suppose  a difference  of  opinion  arose,  with  whom  ought  the  main  responsibility  rest? 

— I think  the  direction  was,  the  visiting  physician  should  bo  the  principal,  for  it  is  his  special 
duty  to  attend  to  the  health  of  the  patients.  The  resident  medical  man  has  to  attend  to  the 
whole  establishment,  and  to  the  moral  care  of  the  patients,  and  to  carry  out  the  directions 
of  the  visiting  physician.  We  have  never  had  any  difference  of  opinion  between  us  that 
would  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  decide  who  was  chiefly  responsible. 

, 3031.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a visiting  medical  officer  in  every  institu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  manager,  who  should  have  the  charge  of  the  insane,  as  insane  patients  ? 

— I think  it  would  be  very  advisable. 

3032.  Would  a medical  manager  be  sufficient  to  take  charge  both  of  the  cases  of 
insanity  as  such,  and  the  cases  of  ordinary  disease  as  such,  or  would  there  be  any  objection 
to  his  being  placed  in  the  charge  of  all  ? — I think  it  would  be  far  better  for  him  to  have 
the  assistance  of  the  visiting  physician,  especially  in  cases  of  acute  disease,  or  diseases 
apart  from  insanity. 

. 3033.  Why  do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  visiting  physician’s  assistance 
in  such  cases? — In  the  first  place,  the  visiting  physician  is  a man  more  in  general  practice, 
and  pays  more  attention  to  disease  in  general  than  the  mere  medical  manager  of  an  insti- 
tution can  do,  as  he  is  confined  to  a particular  class  of  patients ; and  I think  it  is  of  great 
advantage  to  the  resident  medical  manager  to  have  the  occasional  assistance  of  the  visiting 
physician,  who  possesses  a more  extended  practice. 

3034.  Are  there  fireplaces  in  the  ordinary  sleeping  rooms  of  the  institution  ? — No.  Advantages  of  an 

3035.  Would  it  be  advisable,  then,  to  treat  cases  of  pulmonary  diseases,  which  form  so  infirmary, 
large  a proportion  of  the  diseases  amongst  the  insane  in  this  climate,  in  those  ordinary 
sleeping  apartments  which  have  no  fireplaces  ? — It  is  not  advisable,  and  I generally  remove 

such  cases  to  the  warmer  apartments  on  one  of  the  corridors.  There  are  two  apartments 
with  fireplaces  ; and  if  we  have  cases  that  require  warm  temperature,  we  place  them  in 
one  of  those  rooms. 

3036.  Would  an  infirmary  give  you  that  advantage  ? — Yes. 

3037.  Nursetending  is  equally  necessary  with  medical  treatment : do  you  think  there 
can  be  as  efficient  nursetending  where  patients  are  scattered  through  the  various  sleeping 
apartments  of  an  asylum  as  if  the  sick  were  collected  in  an  infirmary? — I think  certainly 
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Dublin.  not ; and  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  in  an  infirmary  if  there  was  any  considerable  ntun. 

CentralCrintinal  ^er  s*c^ » *iUt  we  hftve  veiT  littlo  sickness  in  our  asylum. 

Asylum,  Dundrum.  3038.  Then,  considering  both  the  necessity  of  equable  temperature  and  economy  in 
Robert  Harrison,  nursetending,  is  it  your  opinion  that  when  there  arc  cases  of  disease  at  all  serious,  it  would 
Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.  be  better  to  have  them  in  an  infirmary  appropriated  for  the  sick,  than  to  have  them  treated  in 
separate  rooms  throughout  the  asylum? — Yes.  1 may  here  also  observe,  that  we  want  in 
that  asylum  additional  wards  or  rooms  for  noisy  or  refractory  patients.  It  is  very  desirable 
to  classify  patients  as  far  as  possible.  I do  not  mean  classifying  them  with  reference  to 
forms  of  insanity,  but  placing  the  quiet,  gentle,  or  very  weak-minded  but  docile  class 
apart  from  the  rude,  noisy,  swearing,  and  foul-speaking  persons  that  are  occasionally  met 
with  in  the  asylum. 


The  Richmond 
District  Asylum — 
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Religious  ministra- 
tions and  arrange- 
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religious  instruction. 


The  Richmond  District  Asylum  (in  continuation  from  page  117). 

The  Rev.  James  Faulkner  sworn  and  examined. 

3039.  I believe  you  are  the  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum? 

3040.  Comprising  the  Old  Richmond  and  New  Richmond  Asylums  ?— Yes;  the  old  and 
the  new  together,  with  the  new  infirmary  lately  built. 

3041.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  worship  in  that  institu- 

tion ? — If  the  question  be  as  to  chapel  or  church  accommodation,  I have  to  state  that  a 
chapel  has  been  lately  built,  in  either  end  of  which  is  performed,  on  Sundays  Divine 
worship.  The  larger  portion  of  the  building  is  given  to  the  Catholic  inmates,  and  the 
smaller  portion  to  the  Protestant  inmates.  A screen  runs  between  the  two  places  set  apart 
for  Divine  worship.  r 1 

3°42.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  Catholic  persuasion  usually  attend  Divine 
worship  ? I should  say,  without  undertaking  to  be  perfectly  accurate,  at  least  300  The 
number  of  Catholic  patients  in  the  institution  is  about  511,  according  to  a return  I have 
recently  received. 

3043.  Is  their  demeanour  when  attending  Divine  service  usually  decorous  9 Extrciuelyso 

3044.  Do  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  give  any  instructions  or  to  preach  sermons  on 
Sundays  ? — Almost  invariably. 

3045  Do  you  attend  during  the  week  also  at  the  institution?— Yes  ; I visit  daily  except 
when  ill,  which  very  rarely  occurs.  I frequently  go  in  more  than  once  in  a day,  for  after  I 
have  paid  my  morning  visit,  I am  sometimes  called  on  in  the  evening  to  attend  persons 
who  get  suddenly  ill,  such  as  apoplectic  patients  and  persons  of  that  class. 

3046.  On  each  occasion  of  your  daily  visits  do  you  enter  into  communication  on  religious 
matters  with  those  pacients  of  your  persuasion  who  may  not  be  suffering  from  sickness,  or 
may  not  be  in  danger  ot  death ’—Barely  upon  tho  subject  of  religion,  except  a person 
may  ask  my  opinion  upon  a particular  point,  or  put  to  me  a particular  religious  question- 

.O..  T -°”r  *°  Jsll<s’e  their  mlnd".  to  give  them  consolation. 

1,1  V'Sifng  the  asylum  on  those  occasions  do  you  communicate  with  any  of  the 
authorities  of  the  institution  previous  to  seeing  a patient,  or  arc  you  enabled  at  once  to 
proceed  to  the  ward  where  the  patient  may  be  whom  you  desire  to  sce?_I  proceed  at 
once  to  the  division  except  when  called  upon  to  attend,  and  when  an  official  report  las 
been  made  for  my  attendance.  1 

3048-  Have  you  ever  received  any  official  representation  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise 
of  visiting  any  particular  patient  m consequence  of  his  being  at  the  time  in  a state  of 
SSSSt!’’  '?e"  with  him  upon  religious  matters  might  not  be  perhaps 

illrtT?' ■?' BtlT?i,It  t0  T bythe  Peraons  in  charge  of  a patient,  that  he  is 

VI  * * be ■ ““erly  useless  to  speak  to  him  upon  religious  or  other  subjects ; 

Sn  1 a “lm.  *J'a*  ™d  when  1 think  such  visits  would  not  be  attended 

with  any  beneficial  effect,  I decline  going  to  see  the  patient.  Such  oases  are,  however, 
very  rare. 

) Td?rst3"d  you  fee.!  3™  *°uld  ho  guided  in  a great  degree  by  the  state  of  a 
patient  m offering  him  any  religious  consolation  ?— Tes.  I should  add  that  any,  even  the 

reolo.  Pv  ie  A a¥“m-  "■he"  ™lted  hy  “O,  very  often  becomes  trlnquil,  and 
receives  me,  although  he  or  she  may  treat  any  other  person,  or  officer  of  the  institution, 
roughly , and  perhaps  abuse  them,  even  at  that  time  the  patients  will  treat  me,  as  a 
’ qns!T“rr  W'th  the  K*'0at<!st  P08slHe  respect,  and  liBten  attentively  to  what  I say. 

™ T ^ many/?ars  if™  yo?  been  chaplain  to  the  institution  ?-Neariy  eight 
years.  1 was  appointed  on  the  24th  July,  1849,  1 believe. 

?ere  Ro“an  Catholic  chaplain  to  the  institution,  or  did  you  succeed 

°*ST-?  ®ucceeded  Rev.  Dr.  Murphy,  who  was  preceded  by  several  other  chaplains. 

y0Ur  ?pmi0n’  frT  J0?T  eiS'ht  years’  experience  of  the  institution,  that  your 
“55.:?  clergyman  have  been  of  great  value  to  the  patients,  and  attended  with 
great  advantage  to  them  ? — I think  so. 

S wko  attend  worship  do  you  conceive  are  really 

A®  nefitmg  by  any  religious  instructions  that  maybe  afforded  ?— I consider  all 
who  go  there  are  capable  of  benefiting.  Of  the  other  200  who  do  not  come,  some  might 
be  improved  by  it ; but  it  is  not  considered  prudent  to  send  them  to  a place  of  worship. 
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Sometimes  they  are  epileptic,  and  subject  to  fits,  and  therefore  it  is  hot  considered 
advisable  to  send  them  ; others  are  idiots,  who  cannot  profit  by  instruction. 

3054.  My  question  is  based  upon  the  supposition  that  there  might  be  many  whose 
conduct  would  be  orderly  and  decorous,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  wKse  intellect  would 
be  so  far  impaired  as  to  prevent  then-  profiting  in  any  great  degree  by?Atruction  ?— That 
might  be.  There  is  scarcely  one  of  those  who  go  to  mass  on  Sunday/’-!'  do  not  profit  by 
religious  instruction.  Those  who  are  incapable  of  receiving  any  benefit,  very  generally  are 
not  allowed  to  come,  acting  under  the  advice  of  the  doctor,  and  at  my  own  suggestion. 

3055.  I understand  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  of  the  two  asylums  in  this  building  of 

which  you  have  spoken,  attend  at  the  same  service  ? Yes. 

3056.  Are  there  any  matters  connected  with  the  institution  to  which  you  think  it  Chapel  nccommoda- 
:advisable  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners?— In  reference  to  the  place  of  worship,  tion- 

I think  it  is  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  remark  to  the  Commissioners  that  wo  have 
-nothing  like  suitable  accommodation  for  the  number  of  patients  belonging  to  the  Catholic 
persuasion  who  attend.  It  was  originally  built,  as  I was  told,  to  afford  accommodation  to 
300  patients.  At  present  we  have  more  than  300  Catholics  who  attend,  and  we  have  only 
a portion  of  the  building  set  apart  for  Catholic  worship,  although  if  we  had  the  whole  of 
the  building,  it  would  be  scarcely  enough.  From  our  being  crowded  in  that  way,  a great 
inconvenience  arises.  If  such  patients  are  crowded  closely  together,  they  have  not  the  same 
control  as  others  over  their  temper,  and  very  often  one  may  turn  around  upon  his  neigh- 
bour, and  say,  angrily,  “why  do  you  press  upon  me,”  or  something  of  that  kind.  Such  things 
are  very  rare,  yet,  we  are  liable  to  such  interruptions.  The  church  accommodation 
is  extremely  insufficient,  and  it  is  felt  to  be  so  both  by  the  Protestant  chaplain  and  myself. 

3057.  If  the  whole  of  the  building  were  appropriated  to  Roman  Catholics  during  their 
service,  and  equally  to  Protestants  during  their  sendee,  as  is  the  case  in  gaols,  might  not 
the  difficulty  be  obviated  ? — It  might ; but  it  would  result  in  great  inconvenience,  for  this 
reason : at  present  a great  number  of  Roman  Catholics  refuse  to  go  even  into  the  place  of 
worship,  because  the  worship  of  persons  belonging  to  another  persuasion  is  carried  on  in 
the  same  house  I speak  of  many  of  the  lunatic  patients.  In  gaols  or  workhouses,  such 
an  arrangement  might  be  carried  out ; but  we  must  try  to  defer  to  the  opinions  or  wishes 
of  those  poor  creatures,  who  are  insane.  You  can  reason  with  persons  in  prisons  or 
workhouses ; but  you  cannot  with  the  insane,  and  even  now  a great  many  of  them  stop 
away  from  Divine  worship  in  consequence  of  what  I state  ; and  I must  add,  that  there  are 
some  Protestants  in  the  house,  who,  if  they  went  into  a Catholic  place  of  worship,  and 
found  there  a picture  representing  the  Crucifixion  or  the  Blessed  Virgin,  or  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  it  is  almost  perfectly  certain  they  would  break  down  such  things.  1 know 
persons  in  the  house  who  would  do  it.  Having  the  same  place  of  worship  for  persons 
of  the  two  religions  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  in  such  an  institution,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  would  never  work  well.  I should  perhaps  state,  that  the  Protestant  chaplain  and 
myself  have  both  represented  this  inconvenience  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  who  have 
represented  the  matter  to  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant. 

3058.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  would  desire  to  call  our  attention  to  ? — You  asked  Effect  of  religious 
me  a question  a while  ago  relative  to  the  effect  my  ministrations  have  upon  the  patients,  miniaiiations. 

I have  sent  in  a report  lately  to  the  Governors,  in  every  word  of  which  they  state  they 
agree ; and  this  report  sets  out  in  detail  several  instances  of  the  most  extraordinary  effect 
which  my  ministrations  have  had  upon  patients.  If  you  wish  me  to  produce  a copy  of  the 
"Port  I will.  . It  is  connected  with  my  salary.  I thought  I was  required  to  represent  the 
effect  of  my  ministrations  in  the  institution,  and,  accordingly,  I went  into  details,  and  they 
are  recorded  in  this  document,  in  every  word  of  which,  recommending  it  to  the  Privy 
Council,  the  Board  stated  they  agreed.  [Same  is  delivered  in.]  I have  also  to  state  that 
1 was  requested  some  time  ago  to  inspect  the  food  of  the  institution  in  conjunction  with 
tne  i rotestant  chaplain  and  the  physicians. 

3059-  Has  your  inspection  of  the  food  caused  you  to  be  satisfied  with  that  which  is  Inspection  of  food, 
usually  supplied  ? — Formerly  our  inspection  of  the  food  led  us  to  believe  the  contractors 
ad  not  done  their  duty  as  well  as  they  should.  We  reported  accordingly  to  the  Board,  and 
three  of  the  contractors,  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the  institution,  were  discontinued,  and 
new  contractors  were  appointed,  who  sent  in  meat,  bread,  and  milk,  of  an  excellent 
description  latterly.  I would  here  remark,  that  the  reception  of  any  gratuity  or  douceur 
by  any  officer  of  the  institution  from  a contractor  should  be  punished,  if  discovered,  by 
be^esfbl  ^'Sn™Sa^'  e*§ht  years’  experience  leads  me  to  think  such  a course  would 

3060.  At  present  you  have  no  reason  to  believe  the  food  is  of  an  inferior  quality  ? — At 
present  it  is  very  good. 

It  • if  ^°U  *nsl)ec*  a^s0  manner  in  which  the  food  is  served  to  the  inmates? — No. 
might  so  happen  that  in  passing  through  the  divisions  I would  see  the  food  served  out; 

SOfi1)8  r0t  oxPecte<*  that  I should  be  in  the  institution  at  any  such  times. 

002.  From  your  constant  visits  to  the  asylum  you  are  enabled  to  form  some  opinion  as  The  attendants, 
o he  attendants  who  are  employed.  Have  you  found,  generally  speaking,  that  they  are  a 
8ntted,  from  their  intelligence,  for  the  care  of  lunatic  patients? — Well,  with  respect  to 
eur  intelligence,  we  have  some  of  them  who  were  attendants  in  a lunatic  asylum  some 
en  fh6  ,or  twenty  years  ago,  when  severity  and  cruelty,  I am  only  too  much  afraid, 
re  e order  of  the  day.  Those  persons  have  not  forgotten  their  old  habits  of  being 
• .owarc's  the  patients,  and,  therefore,  I am  not  perfectly  prepared  to  say  that  every 
thing  m most  satisfactory  in  that  respect. 

v S 
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3063.  Are  many  of  the  attendants  there  considerably  advanced  in  life?— Many  of  them. 
Some  of  them  are  totally  inefficient,  and  in  consequence  of  not  having  pensions  to  enable 
them  to  support  themselves  in  their  decline  of  life,  the  Governors  do  not  send  them  out  of 
the  place,  and  henre  it  is  they  are  more  a burden  in  the  institution  than  a service;  though 
scarcely  able  to  ( Cany  thing  in  the  place,  they  are  still  continued  on  as  a matter  of  mercy. 

3064.  Are  you-  'yare  whether  it  is  in  contemplation,  or  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken,  to  pension  off.  those  attendants  ? — The  pension  spoken  of  last  year,  as  about  to 
be  awarded  to  those  persons  by  Sir  Robert  Ferguson’s  original  bill  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion  ; but  the  Act  that  was  ultimately  passed,  gave  no  satisfaction  on  that  score,  so  much 
so,  that  even  the  oldest  and  most  infirm  servants  and  officers  in  the  house,  all  totally 
declined  to  accept  any  pension  under  it. 

3065.  Your  long  connexion  with  the  institution  and  your  daily  visits  must  have  afforded 
you  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  proper  order  and  discipline  have  been  maintained 
in  the  Richmond  Asylum  : what  is  your  opinion  generally  on  that  subject  ? — I regret  to 
say  that,  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  supervision,  order  and  discipline  are  not  as 
strictly  enforced  as  would  be  desirable. 

3066.  Do  you  mean  amongst  the  patients,  or  amongst  the  attendants  and  domestics 

generally  ? I mean  that,  from  the  want  of  the  ruling  authorities  being  as  strict  and  active 

as  it  would  be  desirable  they  should  be,  the  attendants  are  not  as  strict  in  discharging  their 
duties  towards  the  patients  as  they  ought  to  be. 

3067.  To  what  do  your  observations  particularly  apply  ?— -I  mean  that,  in  a very  exten- 
sive lunatic  asylum,  such  as  the  Richmond,  where  the  ruling  authorities  are  not  to  be 
expected  almost  every  hour,  night  and  day,  and  when  it  is  known  there  is  no  fear  of  their 
coming  round,  several  delinquencies,  and  even  several  actB  of  cruelty  towards  the  patients, 
very  often  are  the  result. 

3068.  To  what  particular  acts  of  cruelty  do  you  refer  ? — Acts  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of 
the  attendants  towards  the  patients. 

3069.  Have  you  yourself  observed  those  acts,  or  have  you  received  information  about 
them  ? — I speak  from  my  own  observation ; any  thing  by  hearsay  I would  not  wish  to  give 
in  evidence. 

3070.  Do  you  consider  the  establishment  itself  too  large  for  the  supervision  of  one  mas- 
ter and  matron  ? — I would  not  undertake  to  say  that ; but  I say,  that  if  you  have  one 
master  and  one  matron,  that  they  must  he  extremely  efficient,  active,  and  energetic  in  such 
an  institution ; and  they  must  he  expected  to  visit  at  all  hours,  to  prevent  cruelty  or  dis- 
order. And  while  upon  that  point  I am  most  desirous  to  remark  that  wo  have  no  established 
rules  in  the  place  to  direct  the  officers  or  the  subordinate  servants  in  the  house  in  their 
different  departments ; we  have  not  a code  of  rules  or  laws,  so  that  each  person  would 
know  his  respective  duties. 

3071.  Are  you  aware  of  the  regulations  of  the  Privy  Council  of  1843,  which  prescribe 
the  duties  of  each  officer  ? — Yes ; they  prescribe,  in  a certain  general  way,  some  few  duties, 
but,  I think,  not  so  much  in  detail  as  would  be  desirable  for  each  officer  and  servant  to 
have.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  line  well  marked  out  for  them  to  guide  them  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

3072.  Have  frequent  cases  of  drunkenness  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  been  brought 
before  the  Board? — The  document  that  I have  just  now  placed  before  you  shows  that  fre- 
quent cases  have  occurred,  for  the  words  of  the  Board  to  me  are  to  that  effect. 

3073.  Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  read  the  resolution  of  the  Board  to  which  you  refer? 
— “Resolved — Inasmuch  as  repeated  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Board  of  servants 
being  found  in  a state  of  intoxication  in  the  asylum,  the  chaplains  be  requested  to  announce, 
after  divine  service,  that  any  attendant  who,  for  the  future,  be  discovered  drunk,  is  to  bo 
immediately  discharged  by  the  Manager.  Board-room,  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 
22nd  April,  1856.” 

3074.  Do  you  know  by  whom  the  complaints  were  made  which  led  to  this  resolution  being 
adopted  ? — I think  by  the  local  resident  officers. 

3075.  Has  there  been  any  amendment  latterly  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  as  regards 
sobriety? — Well,  I should  hope  so.  I have  not  heard  so  many  complaints  latterly  on  the 
subject  as  I did  before. 

3076.  I understand  that  your  observations  generally  go  to  this,  that  the  establishment  ifl 
not  as  efficiently  conducted  as  an  institution  of  its  size  would  require  to  be  ? — Precisely. 

3077.  Have  you  been  requested  by  the  Board  to  report  to  them  all  cases  affecting  the 
morality  and  well-being  of  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

3078.  Did  that  arise  from  occurrences  taking  place  in  the  institution,  which  involved 
serious  immorality  on  the  part  of  domestics  connected  with  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

3079-  The  request  of  the  Board  to  which  you  have  referred  is,  I believe,  contained  in  the 
Minutes  of  their  proceedings,  under  date  “ 21st  September,  1852?” — Yes. 

3080.  Was  not  a vote  of  censure  passed  on  the  manager  and  matron  on  that  occasion  for 
laxity  of  discipline  and  the  want  of  general  supervision  which  prevailed  ?— Yes.  I think 
it  would  prevent  a great  many  evil  results  if  the  families,  male  and  female,  of  the  resident 
officers  had  no  communication  with  the  patients  or  the  servants  of  such  an  institution,  and 
that  the  officers  alone  should  deal  with  the  patients  and  the  servants ; for  the  members  of 
the  officers’  families,  both  male  and  female,  may  do  what  is  improper,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  officers  themselves. 

3081.  Has  the  discipline  of  the  institution  improved  since  this  proceeding  in  1852? — I 
think  it  has  considerably. 
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3082.  Have  you  yourself  had  occasion  to  remonstrate  with  the  manager  or  matron,  or 
any  of  the  superior  officers,  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  attendants  towards  the 
patients  ? — When  I found  cases  of  cruelty  to  have  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  attendants 
towards  the  patients,  I generally  represented  the  matter  to  the  physician  in  that  particular 
department,  finding  it  of  little  use  to  make  the  representation  to  the  manager  or  matron. 

3083.  Have  you  found  your  representations  attended  with  any  beneficial  result  when 
made  in  the  manner  which  you  have  described  ? — Sometimes. 

3084.  Have  you  yourself  seen  patients  under  severe  restraint,  without  what  you  consid- 
ered sufficient  cause  ? — Frequently ; and  it  is  to  that  I refer. 

3085.  Do  you  know,  from  your  experience,  whether  the  attendants  are  in  the  habit  of 
having  recourse  to  restraint  without  any  authority  or  direction  from  the  medical  officer  or 
manager  ?— I believe  it  sometimes  happens  with  the  old  servants  of  the  institution. 

3086.  Have  you  seen  violence  used  to  patients  by  the  attendants,  without  their  having 
been  actually  put  under  regular  mechanical  restraint  ? — I have  frequently  seen  patients 
put  under  severe  restraint ; and,  upon  inquiry,  found  that  it  was  not  done  by  order  of  the 
doctor.  The  practice  of  twisting  the  arm  by  a person  behind  the  back,  which  is  a very 
severe  mode  of  torture,  and  subdues  the  patient  at  once,  and  causes  him  to  scream,  is 
extremely  objectionable.  Sometimes  a sheet  or  a shawl  is  thrown  across  the  head  of  a 
patient,  who  is  blindfolded  thereby,  and  is  dragged  off.  to  some  cell,  when  he  becomes  any 
way  unruly ; and  it  has  been  stated  to  me,  by  patients  and  others  on  whom  I can  rely  with 
confidence,  that  patients  have  been  dragged  into  baths,  and  have  received  cold  shower 
baths,  without  the  order  of  the  doctor. 

3087.  Have  you  yourself  seen  the  violence  to  which  you  have  referred — that  of  twisting 
the  arms  behind  the  back — practised  upon  the  patients  ? — Not  that  particularly ; but  I 
have  seen  an  instance  of  the  sheet  or  shawl  thrown  over  the  head  of  a patient,  even  by  a 
person  in  authority.  Some  years  ago  I saw  it  done  with  a patient  named  Sarah  Maguire ; 
and,  from  the  quickness  with  which  it  was  performed,  it  seemed  to  be  a matter  of  ordinary 
occurrence. 

3088.  Have  you  represented  those  things  to  the  medical  officer? — Yes ; I took  notes  of 
those  cases,  and  I frequently  mentioned  them  to  Dr.  Mollan,  the  senior  physician. 

3089.  Did  you  ascertain  from  him  whether  he  approved  or  disapproved  of  those  pro- 
ceedings ? — He  disapproved  of  them,  and  he  told  me  he  was  perfectly  dissatisfied  with  the 
system ; but  that  it  was  better  not  then  to  report,  as  we  were  likely  to  have  sweeping 
changes  in  the  place. 

3090.  Have  any  such  sweeping  changes  since  taken  place  ? — I cannot  tell  what  he  exactly 
meant  when  he  made  that  statement,  or  what  he  referred  to  ; but  I understood  him  to  mean 
changes  in  consequence  of  the  Commission  now  in  operation.  The  second  case  to  which 
I refer,  and  which  I reported  to  Dr.  Mollan,  was  that  of  Miss  Connolly,  who,  when  com- 
plaining to  the  matron  of  harsh  treatment  by  an  attendant  in  the  morning,  was,  in  the 
presence  of  the  matron,  dragged  from  the  day-room  along  the  corridor,  and  placed  in  a 
cell.  That  was  Miss  Connolly’s  statement. 

3091.  Was  the  patient  violent  at  the  time  ? — She  is  never  violent ; she  is  a most  gentle, 
quiet,  inoffensive  person. 

3092.  Has  the  evidence  which  you  have  given,  as  regards  cases  of  restraint  and  violence, 
reference  to  both  the  old  and  new  Richmond  Asylums  ? — Considerably  more  to  the  old 
than  to  the  new. 

3093.  Are  we  to  understand  that  such  practices  do  occur  at  the  new  asylum  also  ? — I 
should  say,  very  rarely.  W e have  an  excellent  matron  in  the  new  asylum,  who  is  constantly 
through  it,  and  is  constantly  expected  at  every  hour.  There  is  no  cruelty  in  that  part  of 
the  establishment,  except  very  rare  instances,  which  are  scarcely  worth  mentioning. 

3094.  Have  you  made  representations  to  any  officer  in  the  new  asylum  when  those  cases 
came  under  your  observation? — Yes. 

3095.  With  what  result  ? — An  expression  of  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  officer  to 
whom  I made  the  representation,  and  a guarantee  that  such  would  not  occur  again. 

3096.  I presume,  before  your  appointment  as  chaplain  to  this  institution,  you  discharged 
parochial  duties  in  some  portion  of  the  archdiocese  of  Dublin  ? — Yes ; I was  curate  of 
Lucan. 

3097.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  insane  of  the  farming  class,  that 
may  not  be  considered  exactly  pauper  lunatics,  and  whose  friends  may  not  be  sufficiently 
wealthy  to  provide  for  them  in  a private  asylum  ? — I think  the  present  arrangement 
respecting  that  class  is  most  unsatisfactory ; for  their  friends  are  not  able  to  place  them  in 
a private  lunatic  asylum,  and  they  have  a decided  objection  to  subscribe  to  the  affidavit 
stating  that  the  patient  is  a pauper. 

3098.  Does  that  lead,  so  far  as  your  experience  goes,  to  many  of  those  lunatics  being 
detained  in  their  homes,  and  therefore  not  enjoying  the  benefit  of  curative  treatment  ? — I 
am  not  personally  aware  of  many  instances  of  that  kind,  but  I know  that  it  has  a most 
injurious  effect  upon  persons  of  that  class,  who  have  been  formerly  respectable  to  some 
extent,  to  oblige  them  to  herd  in  a district  asylum  with  the  unfortunate  felons  from 
gaols. 

3099.  Then  we  are  to  understand  that  you  do  not  consider  it  advisable  that  patients  of 
this  middle  class  should  bo  admitted  into  pauper  lunatic  asylums  ? — I think  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  have  a place  set  apart  for  those  people,  whose  friends  could  pay  some- 
thing towards  their  support,  according  to  the  amount  of  their  means,  and  not  to  have  them 
to  herd  with  persons  of  a very  inferior  class,  which  would  irritate  and  wound  their  feelings. 
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3100  You  advocate,  therefore,  the  establishment  of  wards  for  a certain  class  of  paying 

patients?— I think  it  would  be  highly  desirable  . . 

3101  From  your  experience,  as  a clergyman  who  discharged  parochial  duties,  do  you 

think  there  is  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes  to  keep  their  lunatic  rela- 
tives at  home,  rather  than  allow  them  to  go  to  asylums?— I have  not.  at  this  moment,  any 
instance  of  the  kind  before  my  mind.  _ ......  . ..  „ , 

3102  Wo  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any  indisposition  or  not  on  the  part  of  the 
poorer  classes  to  send  their  lunatic  relatives  to  asylums,  or  whether  they  wished  to  keep 
them  at  home?— I have  not  known  any  instance  of  relatives  being  desirous  of  sending 
them,  when  insane,  to  lunatic  asylums  ; but  1 have  known  instances  in  which  they  wished 
to  keep  them  in  the  asylum  after  they  had  been,  to  a certain  extent,  cured  in  it,  for  there 
is  a great  fear  of  such  persons  outside. 
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Dublin,  12th  December,  1856. 

Present  .—Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Richmond  District  Asylum  (in  continuation). 

Rev.  Alexander  Leepcr,  sworn  and  examined. 


The  Richmond 
District  Asylum — 
continued. 

Rev.  Alex.  Leeper. 


3103.  I believe  you  are  the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum?- 

1 a?HH  For  what  length  of  time  have  you  held  that  office  ?— Since  March,  1852. 

Sin*'  Tn  the  capacity  of  chaplain,  do  you  visit  the  asylum  more  than  on  those  occa- 
sions when  Divine  worship  is  celebrated  by  you  there?— I go  to  see  sick  persons  and 

°V,06  Is  every  facility  afforded  you  in  your  visits?— Always.  _ 

oi 07  Have  cases  ever  ariscu  where  the  manager  of  the  institution,  or  the  medical 
attendant  has  felt  it  necessary  to  represent  that  communication  on  your  part  with.  a 
•nitient  was  not  desirable  ? — Never,  that  I remember.  - ... 

P *1 08  Are  vou  satisfied,  from  your  experience,  of  the  advantage  of  the  attendance  of  Religious  mimstra- 
chaffiaiBS  on  CsTrttwnd  mind  ?icertainly ; I have  seen  many  advantages  follow 
fvpouentlv  from  my  ministrations  to  sick  patients,  especially  to  those  who  are  dying. 

3?09  Vhat  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  Established  Church  in  the  institution 
nomllv  atteud  Divine  service  ? — I think  about  three-fourths.  ,,  . 

3110.  Has  their  conduct  been  at  all  times  decorous? — Not  at  all  times;  but  generally 

SPTurSSryo“glitfSfd  with  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made  for  the  chapel  ~nod»- 
nerfonnance  of  Divine  worship?— 1 should  prefer  a distinct  place  of  worship  , the  piesent 
is  inconvenient.  The  lloman  Catholic  chaplain  and  myself  have  the  same 
nlaceSof  worship ; and  the  Protestants  have  to  wait  a considerable  time  till  the  Roman 
Catholic  service  is  over,  which  exposes  the  patients  to  the  weather.  Last  Sunday  we  were 
■half  in  hour  ill  the  rain  before  we  could  get  in.  . 

3112  The  church,  which  has  been  erected  for  the  use  of  the  two  communions,  is  a 
detached  building,  a considerable  distanoo  from  the  institution  ?_It  is  a long  way  from  the 

0ld3U3d which  sufficient  time  would  he  allowed 
for  tie  performal  of  the  service  of  one  church  before  the  service  of  the : other  com- 
menced so  as  not  at  all  to  admit  of  any  reasonable  chance  of  your  being  detained?  it  so 
hanoens  that  both  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faulkner  and  myself  have  other  engagements.  He  occu- 
pSTom  ffine  tmS  o’clock,  and  I from  ten  to  eleven;  sometimes  his  service  is  pro- 

tfre  church  where  they  could  he 

protected  from  the  weather?— None  at  all;  the  infirmary  is  the  only  place. 

P 3115.  Have  you  been  enabled  to  procure,  when  you  required  them,  the  ' ”e°eG8g  Books,  &c. 
hooks  for  tho  instruction  of  your  people  ?— Always  ; eveiy  facili  y g 7 

B From  vour  constant  attendance  at  the  asylum,  perhaps  you  have  been  enabled 
to  film  some  opinion  of  how  far  the  patients  have , profited  from a 
character  ?-There  is  such  a variety  of  insanity,  that  in  many  “es  proving  a book  hm  a 
patient,  or  even  allowing  him  to  church,  would  not  he  of  any  use,  I believe , but  in  many 
more  cases  there  is  a beneficial  effect.  , „ , , nf  natients. 

3117.  Is  there  any  provision  made  in  tlie  asylum  for  the  BUPP  ?.?.  , P . 

not  speaking  of  religions  books  ?-Sot  sufficient.  There  is  a small  libiary , but  very 

‘“qua  What  is  vour  opinion,  from  your  acquaintance  with  the  asylum  dimng  the  four  Trnmnmirf 

yearVof  as  Jthe 

exceediuglyd or^erly^aiidwieU  ^na^T^^ow  and  then!  have  had^occasion  to  remark  upon 

the  irregularity  of  servants ; nothing  beyond  that.  natients  I had 

3119  Irregularity  of  what  character  ?-Losing  their  temper  with  the  patients, 
occasion  lately  to  bring  a matter  of  that  kind  before  the  Boar  . infirmary  on  one 

3120.  Will  you  state  briefly  the  circumstances  of  that  case?  In  7’ 

occasion,  which  I visited  after  my  usual  rounds,  I saw  ° natient  reioined  in  as 
altercation  with  a very  irritable  patient.  The  result  was,  . T remonstrated 

sharp  terms  as  the  nurse,  and  the  scene  was,  I thought,  very  , g t nagged  Qn  • 

with  the  nurse,  and  she  seemed  to  think  very  little  of  my  rem  * ^ a^Q  waa 

hut  I thought  her  conduct  so  improper  that  I wrote  to  the “d0^“ 
degraded.  She  had  been  first  nurse,  and  was  then  degrade  y P 

T^Had  she  need  any  personal  violence  towards  the  patient ?-I  believe  not;  but 

7m4Ha“S  of  personal  violence  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  towards  the 
patients  come  to  your  knowledge  ? — -Never. 
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The  chapel. 


3123.  Have  patients  complained  frequently  of  bad  treatment  that  they  received?— 
Yes ; I have  heard  complaints  from  time  to  time. 

3124.  Of  restraint  being  improperly  applied? — I have  heard  of  things  of  the  kind.  I 
do  not  remember  any  definite  case.  Generally,  I think,  the  attendants  are  very  kind  and 
considerate. 

3125.  Without  placing  more  reliance  than  is  fair  to  be  placed  upon  statements  made 
by  persons  of  unsound  mind,  is  it  your  opinion  that  any  great  harshness  is  used  by  the 
attendants  towards  the  patients? — Well,  I have  no  reason  to  say  that  I believe  there  is 
extreme  harshness  used.  I was  never  myself  a witness  to  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

3126.  Have  you  had  reason  to  know  whether  drunkenness  prevailed  amongst  the 
domestics  to  any  extent  ? — Yes. 

3127.  I believe  a,  communication  was  made  to  the  chaplains  by  the  Board  of  Governors 
with  reference  to  that? — Yes. 

3128.  Does  your  experience  lead  you  to  believe  that  that  resolution  of  the  Governors 
was  founded  upon  sufficient  data? — Indeed,  I believe  so. 

3129-  The  resolution  to  which  I refer  is  a notification  that  in  future  cases  of  drunken- 
ness will  be  punished  with  dismissal? — Yes. 

3130.  Have  you  observed  any  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the  servants  in  that 
respect  since  the  adoption  of  that  resolution? — Well,  I never  knew  a case  since  that. 

3131.  Did  you  before? — Yes;  persons  were  dismissed  by  the  Board  for  it.  It  was  a 
matter  of  notoriety. 

3132.  Have  cases  of  immorality  occurred  during  the  period  of  which  you  have  been 
chaplain? — Yes  ; and  I believe  the  guilty  parties  were  dismissed. 

3133.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  prevalence  of  those  drunken  habits  amongst  the 
servants,  and  the  occurrence  of  those  immoral  proceedings  in  an  establishment  where  they 
would  be  supposed  to  be  prevented  ? — There  is  a great  number  of  human  beings  assembled 
there,  and  wherever  that  is  the  case  there  is  very  frequently  great  irregularity. 

3134.  Was  the  surveillance  of  the  establishment  sufficiently  minute  and  strict  on  the 
part  of  those  charged  with  the  management? — As  I am  a mere  visitor,  I could  not  speak 
as  to  that. 

3135.  Have  you  been  requested  by  the  Board  to  inspect  from  time  to  time  the 
provisions  which  are  received  ? — Yes  ; I remember  I got  one  notice  of  the  kind,  which 
was  modified  by  a subsequent  letter.  The  first  was  a peremptory  one,  and  I should  have 
resisted  it,  certainly ; for  I did  not  think  it  my  duty,  as  chaplain,  to  inspect  the  food  of 
the  house. 

3136.  Y.ou.have  exercised  that  inspection  from  time  to  time  ? — Never  officially ; I have 
heard  complaints,  and  I have  mentioned  those  complaints  to  the  Governor,  and  had 
conversation  with  the  people  of  the  place  about  it ; but  I never  brought  the  matter 
formally  before  the  Board. 

3137.  Have  there  been  any  recent  complaints  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  provisions?— 
Not  recently  : but  there  were  very  great  complaints,  and,  I think,  well  grounded — about 
four  months  since. 

3138.  Is  there  any  thing  you  would  wish  to  suggest  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  our 
inquiry — the  condition  of  this  institution  and  the  treatment  of  the  patients  ? — I would  just 
make  one_  suggestion  that  I would  think  very  desirable  to  have  adopted,  and  that  is.  that  in 
each  division  there  should  be  at  least  one  nurse  of  each  persuasion.  The  patients  would  have 
then  somebody  always  at  hand  to  sympathise  with  them,  and  those  attendants  would  know 
at  once  when  a clergyman  was  to  be  sent  for ; and  I think  it  would  tend  very  much  to  the 
comfort  of  the  patients  to  feel  that  they  had  some  one  of  their  own  religion  about  them, 
which  is  not  the  case  now. 

3139. YOU  say  nurses ; but,  of  course,  you  mean  male  attendants  also  on  the  male 
£ide  l -I  mean  a nurse  or  keeper,  as  the  case  may  be  ; that  a Protestant  patient  should 
have  a Protestant  attendant  to  communicate  with,  and  the  Roman  Catholics  have  the 
same  advantage. 

3140.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  there  is  any  dilatoriness  in  sending  for  you,  as  a 
clergyman,  to  attend  to  any  member  of  your  persuasion  ?■ — Well,  I could  not  absolutely 
point  out  any  particular  case  ; but  I know  very  well  that  certain  Protestant  patients,  who 
are  not  very  insane,  have  complained  to  me  of  not  having  one  near  them  to  sympathise 
With  them,  to  see  whether  they  wanted  a book,  or  to  whom  they  might  state  that  they 
required  me,  and  so  on. 

3141:  Your  visits  are,  I believe,  entered  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose  ?— Yes. 

3142.  When  you  have  any  representations  to  make  to.  the  Board  of  Governors,  do  you 
make  them  verbally,  or  in  any  book  for  that  purpose  ?— I generally  write  to  the  Board. 

. J"'*  With  reference  to  your  suggestion  that  a distinct  place  of  worship  should  be 
provided  for  the  members  of  each  church,  are  you  aware  that  there  is  any  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  any  members  of  your  flock  to  go  to  a church  in  a portion  of  which  Roman 
Catholic  service  is  performed  ? — Yes ; and  that  is  the  reason  that  some  of  them  will  not 
go  to  service ; they  say  it  is  not  a church  at  all.  To  some  violent  patients  it  iB  a continual 
source,  ofumtatron,- the  fact  of  there  being  a Roman  Catholic  chapel  under  the  same  roof. 
■ 214*.  Do  you  think  that  objection  would  have  arisen  in  their  minds  if  the  church  had 
not  been  separated  or  divided' ; but  had  been,  on  the  contrary,  left  like  workhouse  and 
.gaol  chapels?— In  my  opinion,  they  would  not  be  excited,  provided  the  altar  in  the 
itoman  Cat  hone  chapel,  and-  the  decorations,  were  covered,  as  is  usual  in  the  cases  you 
have  mentioned.  I proposed,  upon  one  occasion,  that  .a,  Cur  tain  should  be  drawn  across 
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the  altar,  &c.,  and  that  the  partition-wall  should  be  taken  down.  I wrote  a letter  on  the  Dublin. 
subject  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  I also  mentioned  it  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  when  ^ 
he  visited  the  establishment  some  time  last  year.  ^ District  Asylum. 

3145.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  in  consequence? — Nothing  has  been  done  as  yet.  Rev.  Alex.  Lceper. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Faulkner  is  very  anxious  about  it.  There  was  a little  difference  of  opinion 

between  us  on  the  subject.  He  desired  a distinct  place  of  worship ; I thought  if  the 
partition  was  taken  down,  and  what  I suggested  done,  it  would  answer  the  purpose. 

3146.  Have  you  any  members  of  the  Presbyterian  body  attending  your  service? — 

Several,  and  also  Wesleyan  Methodists. 

3147.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  would  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
missioners ? — I think  a good  library  would  be  very  important-  I lend  my  own  books  very 
frequently  to  patients.  There  is  a man  reading  Hebrew  there;  he  is  a very  good  Hebrew 
scholar;  and  there  is  another  who  had  formerly  been  a scholar  in  Trinity  College,  to  whom 
I lend  some  classical  books  ; he  was  both  sizar  and  scholar.  A good  library,  not  purely 
religious,  with  amusing  and  instructive  books,  would  be  very  important  and  beneficial. 


Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Dundrum  (in  continuation  from  page  128). 

William  Corbet,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.o.s.i.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

3148.  I understood  from  your  examination  on  yesterday  that  no  medical  journal,  such  m.d.,  f.h.c.s.i. 
as  I pointed  out,  is  kept  in  the  establishment  ? — I am  not  aware  that  any  medical  journal 

is  kept  except  the  Case  Book  and  my  Daily  Note  Book,  which  is  the  basis  of  my  Case 
Book. 

3149.  There  appears  to  be  a book  called  a “Daily  Report  Book'!’” — Yes.  The  books  and 

3150.  Was  the  form  of  that  book  furnished  by  the  Inspectors? — I am  not  exactly  resi5ters- 
certain ; it  was  clearly  under  the  direction  of  the  Inspectors  that  it  was  prepared. 

3151.  That  book  gives  a statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  patients  are 
employed? — Yes. 

3152.  It  also  gives  a statement  of  the  consumption  of  various  articles  in  the  house  on 
each  day? — Yes. 

3153.  Is  there  any  book  which  gives  a statement  of  the  medical  condition  of  the 
patientB  on  each  day  ? — There  is  not,  except,  as  I say,  my  own  note-book. 

3154.  Is  there  any  book  which  records  the  cases  of  restraint  or  seclusion  upon  each 
day? — Nothing  further  than  my  note-book;  and  such  cases  are  so  very  rare,  that  I can 
turn  easily  to  them.  I have  those  things  marked  over,  so  that  I can  turn  to  a particular 
case ; beyond  that  there  is  nothing  to  show  restraint  or  seclusion. 

3155.  When  such  a thing  does  occur,  is  it  entered  in  any  book? — No;  not.  further 
than  being  put  in  my  note-book. 

3156.  Would  such  a case  bo  transferred  to  your  Case  Book  from  your  note-book? — Yes. 

3157.  Is  there  any  thing  kept  in  the  institution,  showing  the  hours  at  which  the 
visiting  physician  attends  each  day? — Yes ; there  is  a Book  of  Attendance,  signed  by  the 
chaplains  and  the  medical  attendant. 

3158.  When  wine  or  hospital  extras  are  ordered  for  patients,  in  what  manner  are  Extras, 
instructions  conveyed  to  the  nurses,  as  to  the  parties  who  are  to  receive  those  extras  ? — 

Either  myself  or  Dr.  Harrison  informs  them ; I usually  do  that  myself. 

3159.  Is  the  instruction  given  verbally  or  in  writing  ?— Generally  verbally,  as  I go 
round ; and  I also  speak  to  the  clerk  about  it.  Latterly  I have  got  a book,  in  which  I 
make  a pencil  entry  of  any  thing  that  is  out  of  the  ordinary  course. 

3160.  When  a patient  is  ordered  those  extras,  do  they  continue  from  that  day,  unless 
you  give  orders  to  the  contrary  ? — They  may  sometimes  have  continued  a little  while 
longer  than  I probably  intended ; but  not  long  at  any  time. 

3161.  Do  the  Inspectors  record  their  visits  on  each  occasion  that  they  come  to  the  Visits  of  the  Inspec- 

asylum  ? I think  it  has  very  often  occurred  that  they  did  not  record  them ; but  they  tors‘ 

ought  to  do  so. 

3162.  How  frequently  are  their  visits  paid? — I cannot  take  on  myself  to  say  how  often; 
sometimes  they  are  more  frequent  than  at  other  times.  I think  as  long  as  two  months 
has  passed  without  their  coming ; but  that  is  not  a frequent  case.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must,  say  that  I have,  in  the  intermediate  time,  seen  the  Inspectors  very  frequently,  and 
they  have  asked  me  questions  about  the  asylum,  and  I have  brought  matters  under  their 
notice.  I usually  see  them  in  or  about  twice  a week. 

_ 3163.  You  stated  in  your  examination  yesterday  that  you  did  not  get  as  full  informa- 
tion  as  you  would  desire  on  the  occasion  of  lunatics  being  transferred  to  the  asylum  ? when  tran8n^tted. 
— Frequently  I have  not  got  as  much  information  about  them  as  I would  wish. 

3164.  I observe  that,  in  the  case  of  William  Bleddin,  there  is  no  entry  whatever  as  to  Entries  in  the  books 
his  crime?— It  was  not  forwarded  to  us.  The  crime  was  a shameful  one,  and,  1 suppose,  respecting  patients, 
that  was  the  reason  they  did  not  send  it.  There  was  a particular  reason  for  not  making 

that  statement  in  his  case,  if  we  could,  avoid  it. 

3165.  Was  it  not  of  importance  that  you  should  have  been  made  aware  of  his  crime 
as  well  as  that  of  any  other  inmate  ? — I am  perfectly  cognizant  of  what  was  imputed  to  him. 

3166.  1 observe  that  the  column  which  is  intended  to  contain  a statement  of  the 
mental  and  bodily  health  and  condition  of  the  patients,  on  admission, , is  frequently  not 
filled  up ; can  you  explain  the  cause  of  that  ? — No ; except  that  occasionally  we  would 
wish  to  have  a little  time  to  consider  before  making  the  entry. 

\ 
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Dublin.  3167.  My  observation  has  reference  to  entries  of  cases  four  years  back? — There  may 

CentraTcriminal  Borne  other  book  that  will,  probably,  give  supplemental  evidence  of  their  state  wheu 

Asylum,  Dundrum.  they  came  in. 

William  Corbet,  Esq. , 31 68.  I presume  this  book  now  before  me  is  to  be  kept  by  you?— By  the  clerk. 

m.d.,  F.R.c.s.1.  3169.  The  entries  are  to  be  made  from  your  own  observation  of  the  state  of  the  patients 

Entries  respecting  and  are  not  merely  to  be  transcribed  from  any  document  you  receive  with  a person  when 

patients.  admitted  ? — At  times  the  entry  is  taken  from  a document  accompanying  the  patient. 

3170.  I observe,  in  some  cases,  entries  to  this  effect : for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
Catherine  Coleman,  under  the  heading  of  the  “ State  of  Mental  and  Bodily  Health  on 
Admission,”  the  entry  is,  “ Sound  in  mind  and  body does  that  mean  that  the  patient 
was  not  insane  ? — That  would  clearly  be  the  inference.  Perhaps  that  is  taken  from  the 
very  return  we  got ; but  since  that  time  she  has  shown  that  she  was  not  perfectly  sound 
in  mind.  When  a person  is  brought  in  we  cannot  well  see  at  once  whether  he  or  she  is 
sound  in  mind  and  body,  or  in  either ; we  must  have  some  experience  of  a person  before 
we  can  determine  that. 

3171.  On  reference  to  the  papers  in  that  case,  I observe  that  the  certificate  of  the 
medical  attendant  of  the  Carlow  Asylum,  from  which  she  was  transferred  at  the  opening 
of  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  states  that  she  was  then  sound  in  mind  ?— That  is  the 
explanation  of  the  entry  in  the  hook. 

3172.  How  soon  after  she  came  to  the  Dundrum  Asylum  did  she  exhibit  signs  of 
insanity  ? — She  is  always  weak  in  mind  ; but  she  occasionally  gets  into  passionate  fits. 

3173.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  entries  in  the  column  which  purports  to  convey  a 
statement  of  the  mental  and  bodily  health  of  the  patients  on  admission,  used  at  first  to 
be  filled  up  from  the  medical  certificate  accompanying  the  warrant  of  transmission,  and 
not  from  your  own  personal  observation? — That  is  my  impression. 

3174.  But  that  for  some  time  past  you  have  abstained  from  making  any  entry  at  all, 
being  satisfied  with  the  note  made  in  your  own  Case  Book? — Yes;  being  satisfied  with  that 
and  the  return  given  to  the  Inspectors. 

3175.  I observe  in  the  register  the  case  of  “John  Daly,  admitted  14th  January,  1851,” 
with  respect  to  whom  there  is  no  statement  whatever  ? — I detail  from  my  own  notes  the 
circumstances  of  this  case  : “John  Daly,  admitted  14  th  January,  1851,  on  letter  from  the 
Inspector.  This  man  is  quite  sane ; had  been  three  years  in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  and 
lately  was  admitted  to  his  liberty,  on  condition  of  his  quitting  the  kingdom.  He  embarked ; 
but  the  vessel  was  wrecked,  and  he  got  to  Dublin,  where,  having  reported  himself,  he  got 
the  letter  above  referred  to.”  I have  an  entry,  dated  October  13th : “ Haw  been  constantly 
steady  and  useful  as  a caretaker  in  the  grounds.”  Under  date  November  10th:  “I-las 
been  put  under  pay  by  the  Inspector,  Dr.  Nugent,  and  forms  one  of  the  servants  of  the 
establishment.”  There  is  an  entry  on  the  15th  April,  1855,  stating  “He  got  leave  to  go 
to  Dublin  ;”  he  deserted  from  his  post 

3176.  In  the  case  of  Patrick  Dalton,  entered  in  the  registry,  it  appears  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Central  Asylum  on  the  12th  January,  1855,  from  Phiilipstown  Convict  Depot,  and 
on  the  11th  June,  1856,  he  was  removed  back  to  the  same  depot.  There  is  no  entry  as  to 
his  state  of  mind  at  the  time  of  admission,  nor  no  observation  with  reference  to  the  dis- 
charge ?- — That  must  be  in  my  Case  Book.  In  that  book  there  is  an  entry,  which  I kept,  of 
the  medical  report  given  by  the  doctor  when  he  was  removed  from  the  Phiilipstown  Con- 
vict Depot,  stating,  “ The  nervous  symptoms  were  apprehensions  of  plots  against  him  by 
his  fellow-prisoners;  and  those  were  always  much  increased  during  a fit  of  dyspepsia,  on 
two  occasions  leading  him  to  an  attempt  to  commit  suicide.  Ho  was  twice  manacled ; but 
on  each  occasion,  after  a short  resistance,  he  consented  to  take  remedies,  which  relieved 
the  stomach  and  calmed  him.” 

3177.  Did  he  exhibit  any  signs  of  insanity  during  the  period  that  he  was  in  the  Dundrum 
Asylum  ? None,  properly  speaking,  of  insanity,  except  that  he  was  a man  that  went 
out  of  his  way  to  be  troublesome ; where  it  was  his  interest  to  be  steady  and  quiet,  he 
could  not  keep  himself  so.  Since  his  removal  to  the  Phiilipstown  Depot  he  has  been  dis- 
charged altogether,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

warrant1  'vitll0ut  3178.  In  the  case  . of  John  M'Cann,  it  appears  that  he  was  transferred  to  your  asylum  by 
warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  dated  5th  July:  did  you  ever  receive  any  warrant  for  his 
removal?— Only  a letter  from  Dr.  Nugent,  stating  that  he  had  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
warrant  for  his  removal.  I have  it  entered,  “ Under  a letter  from  Dr.  Nugent,  stating  that 
it  was  so  ordered  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,”  to  be  transferred  to  Dr.  Eustace’s  asylum. 

3179.  No  warrant  was  ever  received  by  you,  releasing  him  from  tho  custody  in  which  the 
previous  warrant  had  placed  him  ?— Nothing,  except  the  letter. 

3180.  Did  you  feel  justified  in  allowing  the  prisoner,  who  was  in  your  custody  under  the 
warrant,  to  be  removed  without  a warrant  for  the  purpose  ?— I had  the  letter  stating  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  made  such  an  order. 

3181.  In  the  case  of  Catherine  O’Brien,  who  appears  to  have  been  received  by  you  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1853,  and  transmitted  to  Grangegorman  Prison  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1856,  it  appears  that  the  warrant  for  her  committal  to  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum  states 
her  to  have  become  insane,  and  that  is  on  the  authority  of  the  certificate  of  Alexander 
Read,  surgeon,  and  Awley  Banon,  m.d.  ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  certificate  of  Sur- 
geon Read  was  transmitted  with  the  warrant,  and  that  of  Dr.  Banon  merely  states  that 
she  has  a strong  tendency  to  mischief,  and  is  excitable  : did  that  person  exhibit  any  symp- 
toms of  insanity  when  in  the  asylum? — She  was  very  violent  at  different  times,  without 
much  cause,  but  that  -was  the  only  sign  of  insanity. 

3182.  Was  she  eventually  discharged  as -a  sane  patient  ?— Yes. 
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3183.  lVas  the  state  of  her  mind  different  at  the  period  of  her  discharge  from  what  it 
was  when  she  was  admitted '? — Oh,  she  was  much  better.  She  was  very  irregular  at  first. 
If  she  was  insane,  which  I doubt,  when  she  came  in  first,  she  got  sane  while  in  the 
asylum. 

3184.  In  the  case  of  Mary  Reynolds,  who  was  transferred  to  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum 
from  the  Ballinasloe  District  Asylum,  the  medical  officer’s  statement  accompanying  her 
transmission  says : — “ Sane  for  a considerable  time,  but  of  low  condition  of  intellect ; very 
quiet  and  useful?” — That  appears  to  be  quite  her  character  at  the  present  moment ; she 
is  quite  a simpleton,  but  still  very  useful.  The  charge  in  her  case  was  murder.  That  is 
one  of  the  cases  in  which  I do  not  consider  the  information  I received  was  sufficient.  I 
merely  heard  the  fact  that  she  had  committed  murder  at  some  time ; on  whom  is  not  stated, 
and  no  circumstance  connected  with  the  crime  is  given. 

3185.  In  the  case  of  Robert  Sullivan,  it  appears  that  he  was  acquitted,  on  the  ground  of 
insanity,  at  the  Spring  Assizes  of  Cork,  1848.  He  was  removed  to  your  asylum  on  the 
20th  November,  1850,  with  a medical  statement  to  this  effect : — “ This  man  is  not  now,  nor 
has  he  been  since  bis  committal,  insane.”  Had  you  any  means  of  judging  wliat  his  state 
of  mind  was  while  he  was  in  the  asylum  ? — No.  He  was  very  unwell,  when  be  came  to  us, 
with  disease  in  the  chest.  I saw  nothing  like  insanity  about  him,  but  I bad  not  sufficient 
experience  of  him  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  was  insane. 

3186.  Is  that  the  case  in  which  you  have  entered  “ Unfit  to  be  removed  at  the  time  of  his 
transmission  ?" — I may  have  made  that  entry. 

3187.  In  the  ease  of  Catherine  Tuohigg,  it  appears  that  she  was  committed  to  Cork  gaol 
in  1S45,  and  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  murder  on  the  ground  of  insanity  subsequently. 
The  charge  was  the  murder  of  her  mother-in-law.  The  statement  of  the  medical  officer  of 
the  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum  was,  “ She  never  exhibited  any  aberration  of  mind  during  my 
experience  of  her  case and  on  another  occasion  he  says,  “ She  is  apparently  in  a healthy 
state  of  mind.”  What  has  been  the  state  of  that  patient  since  her  reception  into  the 
asylum? — She  has  been  generally  well.  There  were  a few  indications  of  insanity,  but  they 
passed  off  very  quickly. 

3188.  In  the  case  of  Martin  Whelan,  who  is  at  present  in  the  asylum,  he  is  stated  to  be 
an  idiot,  and  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  homicide : what  has  been  your  expe- 
rience of  his  state  of  mind  while  in  your  custody  ? — He  iB  an  idiot,  subject  to  epileptic  fits, 
and  occasionally  gets  fits  of  insanity  with  his  idiocy. 

3189.  In  the  case  of  William  Williams  there  does  not  appear  to  bo  any  medical  state- 
ment accompanying  him  ? — No ; but  the  Governor  of  the  Phillipstown  Convict  Depot 
stated  this  person  was  very  excitable,  and,  while  in  that  state,  was  quite  unmanageable ; 
however,  he  is  not  very  violent.  He  is  industrious  and  diligent  at  his  trade,  as  a joiner, 
except  when  excited.  It  has  been  necossary  to  keep  him  separate,  to  prevent  any  violence, 
as  he  is  very  quari'elsomo.  There  is  an  entry,  however,  on  the  document  forwarded,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Governor  of  the  Smithfield  Prison  stated  him  to  he  of  unsound  mind.  The 
warrant  stated  that  Drs.  Corr  and  Glover,  of  Phillipstown,  declared  him  to  be  insane. 

3190.  Will  you  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the  number 
of  lunatics  in  the  Central  Asylum  who  may  fairly  be  considered  incurable  ? — Yes,  I will 
do  so. 

Sarah  Mary  M‘ Donnell  sworn  and  examined. 

3191.  You  are  the  matron  of  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Dun  drum? — Yes. 

3192.  You  have  held  that  offico  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

3193.  Are  your  duties  confined  to  the  femalo  department  ot  the  institution? — Not  par- 
ticularly. Generally  speaking,  I go  round  twice  or  three  times  a week  to  the  male  side, 
and  on  the  female  side  twice  and  three  times  a day.  It  sometimes  happens  that  I only 
go  once. 

3194.  You  reside,  I believe,  in  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

3195.  You  superintend  the  laundry  and  also  the  culinary  department?  Yes. 

3196.  Is  the  state  of  the  bedding  and  clothing  also  under  your  control  ? I give  them, 

out  every  Monday  morning  myself  from  my  own  store.  I receive  them  in  the  laundry,  and 
check  the  laundry  book.  I do  not  leave  the  charge  of  the  bedding  to  any  of  the  attendants, 
nor  have  I ever  done  so.  , 

3197.  Are  the  female  servants  in  the  establishment  under  your  control . —A  es;  and  when 
they  want  leave  to  go  out,  they  first  come  to  me ; and  if  they  have  been  disobedient,  Dr. 
Corbet  would  oppose  their  going  out. 

3198.  Does  the  Governor  of  the  asylum  exercise  any  authority  in  that  portion  ot  the 

institution  which  is  under  your  care,  without  consulting  with  you  ?— -If  he  wishes  to 
make  a change  amongst  the  female  patients,  he  generally  tells  me;  as  if,  for  instance,  he 
considered  it  desirable  to  remove  any  of  them  from  one  division  to  another.  . This  morning 
we  had  a case  of  the  kind  ; but  he  never  docs  so  without  apprizing  me  of  it.  He  leaves 
the  care  of  the  female  patients  principally  with  myself.  . 3 

3199-  Do  you  superintend  the  male  side,  so  far  as  seeing  the  rooms  and  corridors,  and 
so  on,  washed  and  cleansed  sufficiently  often? — Yes,  generally  ; I look  after  the  bedding, 
and  the  linen  particularly.  . 

3200.  Is  the  clothing  of  the  establishment  made  up  by  the  patients? — Every  thing  worn 
in  the  house  is  made  up  by  the  patients.  We  never  bought  a pair  of  stockings  since  the 
establishment  opened ; they  have  all  been  knitted  by  the  patients. 

3201.  Are  the  materials  for  the  making  up  of  those  articles  received  by  you  from  the  store- 
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keeper  ? — When  I get  the  samples  I buy  them  myself.  . I generally  bring  the  samples  in 
with  me,  in  order  that  I may  see  I get  the  same  articles,  and  the  invoices  go  to  Dr. 
Corbet.  I receive  the  articles  in  my  store.  The  clerk  has  all  the  malo  clothing  materials' 
but  the  shirting,  cravats,  and  stockings  come  to  me.  I never  receive  the  invoices.  ’ 

3202.  The  material  does  not  go  through  the  hands  of  the  storekeeper  ? — No ; we  never 
had  that  rule  in  the  house. 

3203.  Do  you  keep  any  account  charging  yourself  with  the  quantity  of  materials  you 
have  received? — Yes;  I check  all  the  articles  on  Monday  morning,  and  enter  them,  I 
make  an  entry  of  all  that  I receive. 

3204.  When  new  articles  are  issued  for  the  use  of  the  patients,  is  there  a similar  number 
of  old  articles  taken  up? — Yes,  and  I have  a great  deal  of  management  making  up  those  old 
articles.  We  would,  for  instance,  make  out  of  three  old  articles  two  good  ones.  A great 
quantity  of  rags  goes  to  the  store,  and  they  are  sold. 

3205.  What  becomes  of  the  clothing  which  cannot  be  again  brought  into  use  ? — The 
clerk  has  a man  that  comes  for  those  old  things. 

3206.  Are  they  handed  over  to  the  clerk  for  the  benefit  of  the  establishment? — That 
belongs  to  his  department.  What  I have  is  very  trifling.  Sometimes  I get  six  shillings  for 
it,  which  I give  to  the  Governor,  and  get  a receipt,  and  sometimes  I buy  baskets,  or  such 
things. 

3207.  Are  the  greater  number  of  the  female  patients  generally  employed? — We  have 
twenty-nine  employed  this  week  out  of  forty-three.  I have  eight  in  the  laundry,  the 
rest  are  employed  in  the  corridors,  and  through  the  house,  knitting  and  making  up. 
We  are  making  beds  this  week. 

3208.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  the  exercise  of  the  female  patients  ? — On  Sunday, 
if  it  is  fine,  they  are  out  all  day.  In  summer  they  are  out  in  the  evening,  as  soon  as  the 
male  patients  come  in  ; in  winter,  if  the  weather  is  any  way  fine,  they  may  go  out  for  an 
hour  or  two. 

3209.  Practically,  do  they  go  out  ? — I cannot  say  they  go  out  very  often.  On  Sunday, 
if  the  weather  is  fine,  they  are  out  all  day  walking  about. 

3210.  When  you  say  they  go  out  during  the  winter,  do  you  mean  into  the  airing  courts 
or  into  the  grounds? — If  the  evening  is  very  fine  we  let  them  out ; but,  really,  the  work 
is  so  very  heavy,  and  I have  so  few  to  do  it,  that  I must  keep  them  employed,  otherwise  I 
could  not  have  the  business  done  by  the  twenty-nine  females.  They  work  for  the  entire 
establishment. 

3211.  In  point  of  fact,  the  females  are  not  enabled  to  obtain  greater  exercise  in  the 

grounds,  in  consequence  of  there  not  being  a sufficient  number  of  attendants,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extent  of  the  labour  required  from  them  in  the  establishment  ? We 

consider  we  have  enough  of  attendants.  We  find  it  is  better  to  keep  the  minds  of  the 
patients  occupied.  If  there  is  a fine  hour  of  the  day  in  winter  they  are  let  out.  The  bad 
cases  are  always  in  the  airing  yards ; the  other  cases  in  the  pleasure-ground  before  the 
house. 

3212.  Are  the  female  patients  ever  employed  in  doing  any  work  upon  the  male  side  of  the 
establishment  ? — About  twice  a-year  I allow  them  to  give  it  a general  cleaning.  There 
is  one  old  woman  that  goes  daily  to  it.  She  is  the  only  female  patient  that  we  allow  to  go 
to  that  side,  except  twice  a-year,  when  we  give  it  a general  cleaning.  The  women  are 
then  under  charge  of  a keeper,  and  we  never  allow  the  female  patients,  except  on  those 
two  occasions  in  the  year,  to  go  to  the  male  side. 
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Dublin,  17th  December,  1856.  Dcbuw. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry, 

Secretary. 


St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  founded  by  Dean  Swift. 

Mr.  James  Camming  sworn  and  examined. 

3213.  I believe  you  are  the  master  of  the  St.  Patrick's  Hospital  that  was  founded  by 
Dean  Swift? — Yes. 

3214.  You  have  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  the  treatment  of  the  patients  is 
under  your  care  ? — Yes;  and  1 superintend  the  servants. 

3215.  Are  you  a medical  person  ?— No. 

3216.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — In  that  hospital  about  twenty-two  years.  I 
was  twenty  years  in  the  service  of  the  Government  before  that,  in  the  Hardwicke  cells. 

I commenced  in  1815.  I subsequently  went  to  Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum,  which  I opened  in 
the  year  1829. 

3217.  How  is  the  hospital  governed  ?— By  Governors.  The  number  is  fixed  in  the  charter.  The  governing  body 
Those  named  iu  the  charter  are  the  Primate  for  the  time  being,  the  Chancellor  or  the  of  the  HosP‘tal- 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  for  the 

time  being,  the  Dean  of  Christ’s  Church  for  the  time  being,  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s  for 
the  time  being,  the  State  Physician  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  the  Surgeon-General  of 
Ireland  for  the  time  being,  and  seven  other  persons,  whose  usual  places  of  residence,  for 
three  years  at  least,  next  preceding  their  election,  have  been  in  the  city  or  suburbs  of 
Dublin.  The  Deanery  of  Christ’s  Church  being  united  to  the  Deanery  of  St.  Patrick's, 
there  is  only  one  person  to  represent  those  two  offices. 

3218.  I believe  there  has  been  no  state  physician  in  Ireland  for  several  years  ? — Not 
since  Dr.  Jackson’s  death. 

3219.  The  number  of  ex  officio  Governors  is  therefore  reduced  to  five? — Yes. 

3220.  How  frequently  do  the  Governors  attend  ? — The  first  Monday  of  every  month,  Their  attendance, 
which  is  the  day  fixed  by  the  charter. 

3221.  How  often  do  they  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers  ? — Latterly  there 
has  not  been  any  election.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  charter  once  a-year. 

3222.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  provision  of  the  charter  which  provides  that  the 
Corporation  shall  meet  annually  to  elect  or  continue  their  officers  has  not  been  carried  out  ? 

— Not  that  I know  of. 

3223.  Is  the  attendance  of  the  Governors  numerous  ? — Sometimes  three  or  four  attend, 
and  sometimes  eight. 

3224.  Is  there  a committee  of  the  Governors  appointed  ? — There  was  a sub-committee. 

3225.  Does  that  still  exist  ? — Latterly  it  has  not  assembled ; I think  one  or  two  of  the 
members  of  it  are  dead. 

3226.  Were  the  members  of  the  committee  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — They 
were. 

3227.  You  say  that  they  have  not  met  latterly,  how  long  is  it  since  the  last  meeting  of 
that  Committee  was  held  ? — I cannot  say  precisely ; it  is  more  than  a year. 

3228.  Is  it  three  years  ? — I think  not. 

3229.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  themselves  ever  inspect  the  hospital? — Frequently.  Their  inspection  of 

3230.  In  all  its  details  ? — They  visit  it  very  often  in  a general  way.  the  Hospital. 

3231.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors,  or  any  portion  of  them,  officially  inspect  the  patients? 

—No. 

3232.  Do  they  visit,  officially,  each  of  the  cells? — No. 

3233.  Practically,  is  there  any  periodical  inspection  or  visitation  of  the  hospital  by  the 
Governors,  or  by  any  Committee  of  the  Governors? — No  particular  inspection. 

3234.  Is  the  number  of  elected  Governors  full  ? — No,  I think  not. 

3235.  State  the  names  of  the  present  elected  Governors  ? — The  llev.  Mr.  Abbott — he  Elected  Governors, 
resides  in  Dublin ; Sir  Robert  Shaw — he  was  elected  many  years  ago,  and  was  a Governor 
at  the  same  time  with  his  father ; the  Rev.  R.  Barton,  Rector  of  St.  George’s — he  lives  in 
Dublin ; the  Rev.  Thomas  Kingston,  llcctor  of  St.  James’s — he  resides  in  Roundtown ; the 
Rev.  Dr.  West,  Archdeacon  of  Dublin;  and  Sir  Edward  Borough. 

3236.  There  appeal’s  to  be  one  vacancy  amongst  the  elected  Governors? — Yes;  there 
was  one  gentleman  elected,  but,  not  having  time  to  attend,  he  resigned — that  is  Mr. 

Stewart,  of  Leinster-street.  It  is  not  more  than  a month  since  he  resigned. 

3237.  Have  any  proceedings  been  taken  with  a view  to  the  election  of  a Governor  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Stewart  ? — Yes. 

3238.  I observe,  by  the  Charter,  that  the  assent  of  a majority  of  the  ex  officio  Gover- 
is  necessary  for  the  granting  of  any  lease : has  any  difficulty  been  experienced  in 

obtaining  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  ex  oMcio  Governors  when  required?— Not  that 
I am  aware  of. 

3239.  The  number  of  ex-officio  Governors  being  now  reduced  to  five,  and  the  assent  of 
tour  being  required,  might  not  considerable  difficulty  arise  in  obtaining  their  assent? 

' not  think  the  consent  of  four  is  necessary. 

3240.  What  is  the  form  of  proceeding  for  the  admission  of  patients? — There  is  a printed 
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form  filled  tip  by  tlic  friends  of  the  patient  sent  into  the  Board,  addressed  to  the  Gover- 
nors ; and  if  it  is  satisfactory,  and  if  there  is  a vacancy,  the  application  will  not  be  refused. 
The  document  I now  produce  is  the  form  to  which  I refer.  The  two  first  passages  in  it 
are  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

3241.  To  what  Act  of  Parliament  do  you  refer? — The  general  Acts  for  the  regulation  of 
Lunatic  Asylums. 

3242.  Are  copies  of  this  form  of  application  transmitted  m the  cases  of  all  applicants? 
— When  they  are  required. 

3243.  It  is  not  necessary  for  any  person  applying  to  be  previously  recommended  before 
one  of  those  papers  is  issued?— IS o ; that  form  was  revised  in  Sir  Edward  Sugden’s  time. 

3244.  A portion  of  this  document  applies  solely  to  the  cases  of  paying  patients? — Por- 
tion of  it  is  used  in  the  case  of  free  patients ; the  latter  part,  containing  the  letter  of 
obligation,  is  applicable  only  to  the  cases  of  paying  patients. 

3245.  Is  there  any  rule  regulating  the  number  of  patients  who  may  be  received  without 
payment? — There  is ; there  is  a regular  Board  order.  We  depart  from  it  sometimes,  when 
there  is  a pressing  application , if  there  is  room.  Sometimes  they  have  room  for  a free  patient, 
and  not  for  a paying  patient ; and  sometimes  for  the  latter,  and  not  for  a free  patient. 

3246.  What  was  the  last  order  to  which  you  refer? — A resolution  of  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1S53,  as  follows : — “ Resolved— That  in  the  present  state  of  our  funds,  the  number  of 
free  patients  shall  not  exceed  seventy-five.” 

3247.  Is  any  particular  portion  of  the  house  set  apart  for  the  free  patients  ? — There  was 
at  one  time,  but  not  now. 

3248.  According  to  the  present  resolution  of  the  Board,  there  should  be  seventy-five  free 
patients  in  the  house  ? — Yes. 

3249.  How  many  arc  there  actually? — I think  about  sixty -five  at  present,  if  1 do  not 
mistake ; but  the  Morning  Book  is  here. 

3250.  How  many  is  the  hospital  capable  of  containing  altogether? — One  hundred  and 
fifty  is  the  number. 

3251.  And  the  last  resolution  of  the  Board  on  the  subject  fixed  the  number  of  free 
patients  at  one-half  the  total  number? — Yes. 

3252.  How  docs  it  happen  that  the  number  of  paying  patients  has  increased  by  eight, 
thereby  infringing  upon  the  number  of  free  patients? — They  were  pressing  cases,  and  the 
payments  are  small. 

*3253.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  rule,  stated  to  have  been  based  upon  the  financial 
position  of  the  hospital — namely,  that  seventy-five  free  patients  should  lie  admitted — has 
been  departed  from,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  paying  patients? — Yes;  but  the 
payments  by  them  were  very  small. 

3254.  Have  there  been  any  applications  from  persons  seeking  to  be  free  patients? — Yes; 
there  was  one  taken  in  lately. 

3255.  Have  there  been  no  cases  of  application  for  free  places  which  were  not  admitted? 
— I am  not  aware  of  any  lately. 

3256.  Do  you  keep  a list  of  the  applications?— They  go  before  the  Board.  I have  a 
small  memorandum  book,  in  which  there  are  entries  of  the  papers  before  tlic  Board. 

3257.  I find  that,  on  the  the  28th  November  last,  there  were  only  sixty-six  free  patients  in 
the  institution,  although  the  rule  of  the  Board  states  that  seventy-five  shall  be  admitted : 
how  do  you  account  for  a pauper  application  being  refused  on  that  day;  I refer  to  the  case 
of  Olivia  Doyle? — It  might  bo  that  the  case  was  not  considered  suitable  for  admission. 

325S.  The  entry  is  “ Olivia  Doyle ; no  pauper  vacancy.”  How  do  you  account  for  the 
number  of  paying  patients  on  that  day  being  eighty-three,  whereas  only  seventy-five  places 
should  have  been  allotted  for  that  class  of  patients ; Terence  M'Dermott  being  admitted  as  a 
patient  at  £13  per  annum  that  day,  thereby  adding  to  the  number  of  paying  patients  ?— I 
could  not  tell  the  reason. 

3259.  In  point  of  fact,  matters  do  not  appear  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  ? — The  Governors  relax  the  rule  as  to  free  patients  sometimes — that  is  what  I 
suppose.  I really  do  not  know  any  thing  about  it.  I have  no  voice  in  the  matter. 

3260.  Will  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a return  of  tho  number  of  free  patients 
and  paying  patients  in  the  hospital  in  each  mouth : wc  will  send  you  a form  to  .fill  up  on 
the  subject? — Certainly. 

3261.  You  remember  the  period  of  Sir  Edward  Sugden’s  visit  to  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital 
in  1842? — I do. 

. 3262.  It  appears,  from  a minute  made  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  on  that  occasion,  that  out 
of  155  patients  in  the  hospital,  there  were  61  who  paid,  and  94  who  were  free.  I believe 
Lord  St.  Leonards  called  the  attention  of  the  Governors  to  that  state  of  things,  with  a view 
to  a greater  amount  of  accommodation  being  provided  for  the  free  patients  ? — Y es ; there 
is  an  order  on  the  subject. 

3263.  Do  your  minutes  contain  a memorandum  of  the  alterations  with  regard  to  the 
hospital,  in  consequence  of  Lord  St.  Leonards’  representation  ? — Yes ; there  is  an  order  of 
the  3rd  of  April,  1843,  as  follows: — “ It  is  moved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  the  classes 
paying  100  guineas  and  sixty  guineas  per  annum  each,  be,  in  future,  discontinued;  ana 
that  the  present  inmates  of  the  hospital,  comprising  the  above  classes,  be  permitted  to 
remain  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  quarter,  and  one  quarter  immediately  following, 
when  tho  friends  of  the  parties  must  remove  them,  unless  some  very  urgent  reason  be 
alleged  to  allow  a further  delay ; and  that  notice  be  given  to  the  several  parties  of  the 
above  resolution.”  “Resolved — That  a certain  number  of  patients,  paying  the  sum  of 
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fort?  guineas  per  annum,  and  lower  sums,  to  be  determined  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  applicant,  be  continued  on  tbo  establishment,  the  proportion  of  such  patients  to 
be  determined  at  a future  period,  when  a new  arrangement  shall  be  put  in  practice.”  I 
think  that  refers  to  the  state  of  the  funds. 

3204.  From  the  present  returns  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of  paying  patients 
has  Increased  since  Lord  St.  Leonard’s  inspection,  by  twenty-one?— Yes ; tho  payments  are 

Sm3265.  What  arc  the  present  rates  of  payment  ?— From  forty  guineas  down  to  £10 

a’y-e— What  is  the  average  cost  of  maintaining  a patient  in  the  asylum? — We  took  the 


38.  In  that  was  included  tho  cost  of  a great  many  alterations 


3266. 

average  cost  last  year  at  ^ — ~ 

and  repairs.  I should  suppose  the  general  average  is  from  £30  to  £32  per  annum. 

3267  The  cost  per  head  last  year  was  above  the  ordinary  average?— Yes  ; the  average 
in  ordinary  times  would  bo  about  £30  a-ycar  ; but  provisions  have,  of  late,  been  very  dear. 

3268.  Of  the  paying  patients  at  present  in  the  hospital,  there  appear  to  be  two  paying 

£50~ pci-  annum  and  upwards  each  ?— Yes ; they  arc  old  patients.  The  Governors  clothe 
and  provide  all  necessaries  for  them.  , x . . 

3269.  There  are  fourteen  paying  from  £30  to  £40  per  annum  each,  twelve  who  pay 
from  £20  to  £30  per  annum,  and  two  who  pay  from  £10  to  £20  per  annum  each.  On. 
the  female  side  there  appears  to  be  one  paying  about  £50  ? — All  her  friends  arc  dead,  and 
she  has  been  left  in  the  institution ; tho  Governors  clothe  her. 

3270  There  are  four  on  the  same  side  who  pay  from  £40  to  £50  per  annum,  thirteen 
paying  from  £30  to  £40.  twcnt>;-ono  who  pay  from  £20  to  £30  per  annum  each,  one 
paying  £10,  and  another  paying  £4? — Yes.  , .,  . , T. 

3271.  Is  there  any  classification  of  tbo  patients? — As  far  as  we  can  it  is  done.  It 

is  very  bard  to  classify  them  properly  in  the  house.  . nF 

3272.  According  to  what  rule  or  principle  is  the  classification  made?— The  state  of  CjjjjM attoa ot 

their  disorder.  , , . . _ ..  • , , 

3273.  They  arc  classified  according  to  their  mental  condition  ?— Yes  ; the  violent  aio 

removed  from  those  who  arc  quiet.  _ . 

3274.  Is  the  classification  made  by  direction  of  the  medical  attendants  ?— They  suggest 

3275.  Who  arc  the  medical  attendants? — Surgeon  Cusack  and  Dr.  Crokcr. 

3276.  IIow  frequently  is  the  hospital  visited  by  the  medical  attendants  >— Every  day  Medical  attendance, 

by  cither ; sometimes  by  both.  . ,,  „ 

3277.  Arc  the  patients  divided  between  the  two  medical  attendants,  or  do  they  each 

attend  all  in  turn  ?— Yes,  each  attends  all.  , ..  , Q 

327S.  Am  I to  understand  that  each  medical  attendant  visits  on  alternate  days. 

Yes ; they  seldom  come  on  Sunday,  unless  when  necessary.  ....  , . ,, 

3279-  When  there  is  an  acute  case,  requiring  careful  particular  treatment,  in  the 
hospital,  is  the  patient  treated  on  alternate  days  by  a different  doctor  ? I think  he  is. 

They  both  consult  together  as  to  what  to  do,  when  a case  of  that  kind  arises. 

3230.  What  opportunity  have  they  of  consulting  together  when  they  do  not  attend 
together  ?— They  come  together  very  often,  when  there  is  any  occasion  for  it.  ^ .nfi 

3281.  Is  there  an  infirmary  in  the  institution? — No.  . „ ii.ow, 

3282.  Are  there  any  associated  dormitories  where  the  patients  sleep?— None , there  is 

one  room  in  which  there  arc  three  beds.  „A+  Heatinif.  fcatlis. 

32S3.  Arc  the  rooms  generally  provided  with  fireplaces?— The  slceping-iooms  aio  nyfc  J[vat0I?  &c. 

3284.  Are  there  any  rooms  p*vided  with  fireplaces  to  winch  sick  patients  might  be 
removed,  if  necessary? — Eighteen  separate  rooms,  I tlupk,  have  niep  aces.  _ 

3285.  Is  that  eighteen  on  each  side,  male  and  female?— No ; nine  at  cach  side. 

3286.  Are  fires  usually  kept  up  in  those  long  corridors  ?— Always  in  winter , and  in 

summer  we  generally  have  a fire  to  heat  water.  . . w f ^ 

3287.  What  arrangements  are  there  for  bathing  the  patients  ?— There  is  a kind  of  , 

in  which  they  generally  wash  all  over.  . . . . f 

3288.  Is  there  any  regular  batli  in  the  establishment?— Yes;  hut  it  is  out  of  oidc 

P 3289.  Do  you  mean  an  ordinary  hath?— A reclining  hath  and  a shower-bath. 

3290.  Is  the  shower-bath  out  of  order  also?— No.  . ? T1  l Qf  +ve 

3291.  How  long  is  it  since  that  reclining  bath  has  been  in  ^-The  bath  ot 
establishment  has  been  out  of  order  two  or  three  months.  W e use  s I P 

3292.  Is  that  hath  on  the  male  or  female  side ?-It  is  on  tho  male  side.  No » on fcmale 

3293.  Is  there  any  hath  on- the  female  side  r — -No.  r nWio-ed  to  si(le- 

3294.  Are  the  female  patients  who  it  may  be  desirable  should 

be  removed  to  the  male  side  for  the  purposc?-Yes;  there  is  a passage  leading  to  the 
hath  from  tho  female  side.  „ /■  0-t0  9 More 

3295.  How  far  distant  may  that  he  from  the  remote  cells  on  tho  female  side  / 

than  300  yards.  _ „ v 

3296.  Are  the  female  patients  washed  in  the  day-room . es.  rnnsidered 

3297.  Are  there  any  regular  lavatories  ?-Yes ; they  are  not  used ; they  are  considered 

too  cold.  Tubs  of  water  are  brought  into  the  day-room.  except  for  Lavatorid  uecd  u 

3298.  What  use  is  made  of  the  lavatories  ?— They  are  not  used  at  an,  exccpr  ro  !cuUcrte 
washing  patients’  hands  occasionally  when  passing  by. 

3299.  Are  they  used  as  sculleries  ? — They  are. 
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3301).  Is  there  any  regular  day  for  giving  a bath  to  the  females  in  the  establishment 
whose  health  may  require  it? — The  females  are  washed  when  they  require  to  be  cleansed 
! They  wash  in  a large  tul),  in  which  they  can  recline. 

3301.  How  many  patients  arc  bathed  in  this  tub  to  which  you  refer? I could  not 

answer  that. 

3302.  How  many  patients  aro  washed  in  the  tub  without  the  water  being  changed? 

T could  not  toll  that. 

3303.  There  are  no  baths  at  all  on  the  male  side? — We  never  give  a bath  unless  ordered 
by  the  medical  men. 

3304.  My  questions  have  not  reference  to  warm  baths,  which  might  be  used  for  a medical 
purpose,  but  baths  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness  ? — The  females  are  washed  in  the  bath 
and  the  men  are  washed  up  to  the  knees  in  tubs. 

3305.  Has  the  water  which  is  used  in  the  day-room  for  washing  to  be  carried  all  through 
the  house? — Yes. 

330!i.  I believe  some  of  the  corridors  are  330  feet  long? — Something  about  that. 

3307.  Is  the  establishment  lighted  with  gas? — No. 

3308.  How  are  those  long  passages  lighted  at  night  ? — With  candles. 

3309.  How  many  candles  in  each  passage? — Two  or  three,  I think. 

3310.  Has  it  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors  to  light,  the  institution 
with  gas? — They  considered  it.  and  declined  the  proposal  at  the  time;  and,  upon  further 
consideration,  they  brought  it  to  the  gate,  but  they  declined  to  introduce  it  into  the  house. 

331 1.  For  what  reason? — For  fear  of  explosion. 

3312.  Is  there  any  particular  risk  of  explosion  in  Swift’s  Hospital  more  than  in  any  other 
house  in  Dublin? — No. 

3313.  Is  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilating  any  part  of  the  house  ? — There  is  nothing 
but  the  windows. 

3314.  There  are  no  ventilating  flues? — No. 

3315-  Do  you  find  that  in  the  rooms  the  atmosphere  is  close  and  impure  in  the  mornings? 
— Not  since  the  windows  have  been  altered  ; it  was  so  at  one  time  in  former  years.  I 
should  remark  that  the  patients  have  day-rooms  to  sit  in. 

3316.  Is  restraint  much  practised? — Very  little. 

3317.  Do  you  keep  a record  of  the  cases  in  which  restraint  is  practised  ? — Always ; it  is 
in  the  books. 

33 15.  Is  restraint  ever  used  without  your  authority? Never. 

3319.  Do  you  keep  the  articles  of  restraint  in  your  own  possession? — Not  always;  we 
sometimes  intrust  them  to  keepers. 

3320.  What  sort  of  restraint  is  used?— Generally  the  waistcoat,  and  belt,  and  “the 
chancellor.” 

3321.  Do  you  consider  it  proper  that  such  articles  of  restraint,  as  “the  chancellor,”  the 
waistcoat,  leg-straps,  and  breast-straps,  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  keepers? — They 
are  not  always  in  their  possession  ; only  sometimes. 

3322.  Of  course,  these  articles  could  be  applied  without  your  knowledge  ? — They  are  not 
applied  without  my  knowledge,  so  far  as  I know. 

3o23.  If  they  are  left  under  the  control  of  a keeper,  may  not  the  keeper  use  them 
without  your  knowledge  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  thing  being  done  ; it  is  not  allowed. 

3324.  Have  you  ever  had  complaints  from  the  patients  of  such  restraint  being  used  ? — 
No.  Sometimes  some  of  them  think  that  they  are  hardly  treated. 

3325.  Have  you  ever  received  complaints  that  you  had  reason  to  believe,  on  investiga- 
tion, were  well  founded  ? — Seldom,  if  at  all. 

3326.  Who  superintends  the  female  department? — Mrs.  Cumming,  the  matron.  Her 
health  has  become  delicate,  and  her  daughter  assists  her. 

3327.  What  amusements  have  you  for  the  patients  ? — They  walk  about;  they  have  music ; 
they  exercise  in  the  grounds ; and  they  have  periodicals  to  read.  Everything  we  can  devise. 

332S.  Are  those  things  provided  for  the  patients  indiscriminately? — Yes. 

3329.  Are  there  any  arrangements  for  heating  the  house  besides  the  fire-places  that  you 
have  described  ? Not  at  present.  There  had  been  an  apparatus,  and  it  was  pulled  down 
by  order  of  the  Board. 

3330.  For  what  reason? — The  patients  complained  of  it  as  suffocating  them;  but  it  was 
before  my  time,  and  I cannot  speak  positively  about  it. 

3331.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  arrangement  ?— I think  the  object  of  it  was  to  heat 
the  budding  by  means  of  hot  water.  The  apparatus  had  cost  a considerable  sum. 

3332.  What  extent  of  ground  is  there  about  the  building  ?— Six  and  a-half  acres  altoge- 
ther, which  include  the  ground  the  building  stands  on. 

3333.  That  comprises  all  the  ground  to  which  the  patients  have  access? Yes. 

3334.  And  the  portion  to  which  they  have  not  access? — Yes. 

3335.  Have  you  reason  to  think  the  ground  is  not  sufficiently  extensive? — Yes.  I have 
frequently  complained  since  I came  of  the  want  of  accommodation  in  that  respect.  It  is 
an  old  establishment,  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  modernize  it  as  well  as  we  could.  It 
cost  £3,000  or  £4,000  to  do  so.  Lord  Normanby,  when  he  was  here,  watched  closely  the 
progress  of  our  reform.  He  took  a strong  interest  in  the  establishment,  and  saw  every 
thing,  that  was  done. 

3336.  Ts  there  any  apothecary  attached  to  the  establishment  ?— Yes ; Mr.  NicoUs, 

333i . How  are  the  medicines  supplied?- — By  him.  The  compounded  medicines  axe 'gpt 

in  his  Bhop,  and  the  simples  are  got  from  the  Apothecaries’  Hall 
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3338.  Is  there  any  surgery  in  the  establishment? — No.  ddbus 

333!).  Has  Air.  Nicolls  a salary  ? — No  ; he  charges  for  the  medicines  he  supplies.  

3340  I suppose  at  the  usual  shop  price  ?_Ycs.  Ho^fSdedby 

3341.  What  arrangements  are  made  lor  religious  worship  ? — There  is  a clergyman  con-  Bean  Swift. 

nected  with  the  Board,  who  attends  every  Sunday  morning  for  the  Protestants ; and  the  Mr.  j.  Cumming. 
Roman  Catholics  arc  allowed  to  go  out  to  church  when  they  wish  to  go.  The  Protestants  Religions  worship; 
have  service  in  the  establishment.  arrangements  for ; 

3342.  Who  selects  the  patients  that  are  to  attend  the  Protestant  clergyman? — He  does  so  P®rmissi0n  t0  attend> 
himself,  generally  onco  a week,  and  recommends  them,  and  tells  me  or  the  nursetender. 

3343.  Who  selects  the  Roman  Catholic  patients  that  are  to  be  allowed  to  attend  religious 
worship  ? — If  they  appear  well  enough,  and  wish  to  go  out,  they  get  a pass  for  the  purpose. 

3344.  Does  any  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  attend  the  house  ?— They  come  whenever 
they  are  wanted. 

3345.  Have  they  access  whenever  they  wish  ? — Always.  This  very  week  one  was  in  the 
house. 

3346.  Is  any  salary  paid  to  the  Protestant  clergyman  who  officiates  ?— Yes,  hut  not  as  a 
clergyman ; he  is  paid  as  secretary  of  the  Board. 

3347.  What  is  the  salary? — £20  a-year. 

3348.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  are  Protestants,  and  what  proportion  Roman 
Catholics? — I cannot  say  exactly;  but  I should  say  from  about  half  to  two-thirds  are 
Roman  Catholics,  and  the  remainder  Protestants ; but  I will  be  enabled  to  give  a correct 
return. 

3349-  Amongst  the  Protestants  you  include  the  Presbyterians  ?— I include  all  who  are 
not  Roman  Catholics. 

3350.  Docs  any  Presbyterian  clergyman  attend  the  institution? — Sometimes  they  attend 
members  of  their  own  flock,  but  not  regularly.  When  the  friends  of  Presbyterian  patients 
desire  or  request  clergymen  to  do  so,  they  call  and  visit  those  patients. 

3351.  Does  any  Catholic  clergyman  come  to  select  the  persons  of  his  church  who  are  fit 
to  go  to  divine  service  ? — No. 

3352.  Then,  am  I to  understand  that  no  Roman  Catholic  inmate  is  sent  out  to  attend 
divine  service  unless  he  expresses  a wisli  to  go? — lies,  and  provided  he  is  well  enough 
to  go. 

3353.  How  many  Catholic  patients  went  out  last  Sunday? — We  do  not  keep  an  account 
of  that. 

3354.  Do  male  patients  ever  go  out  to  Catholic  worship? — Yes;  there  is  the  same 
liberty  for  all. 

3355.  It  appeared,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  inspection  of  the  asylum,  from 
the  evidence  of  the  gate-porter,  that  no  male  patient  had  been  sent  to  religious  worship 
for  a considerable  time  ? — That  may  be  so  ; he  ought  to  know,  for  there  is  a pass  always 
given  to  each  of  those  persons,  and  he  sees  the  pass. 

3356.  About  how  many  Catholics,  do  you  remember,  generally  go  out  to  religious  wor- 
ship ? — There  used  to  he  very  often  throe  or  four. 

3357.  Three  out  of  about  seventy? — Yes. 

3358.  Are  any  religious  books  provided  for  the  inmates  of  the  institution  ? — No,  except  Religious  books, 
books  according  to  the  Church  of  England. 

3359.  No  other  religious  books  of  any  kind? — No. 

3360.  How  are  the  provisions  and  the  articles  required  for  the  establishment  provided ; Provision  contracts 

by  contract  or  otherwise  ? — By  contract,  upon  tenders.  —Dietary. 

3361.  Are  advertisements  for  those  tenders  published  in  the  newspapers? — Always. 

3362.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  the  scale  of  dietary  in  use  ? — Yes. 

3363.  By  whom  is  the  dietary  fixed  ? — It  is  generally  submitted  to  the  medical  men. 

They  order  other  articles,  when  they  do  not  think  what  is  given  is  fit  for  the  patients. 

John  B.  B.  Yeates,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined.  J.  B.  B.  Yeates,  Esq. 

3364.  You  are  accountant  to  Swift’s  Hospital  ? — Yes.  The  acanmts  of 

3365.  How  long  have  you  held  that  situation? — Since  February,  1853.  _ ts  °^1* 

3366.  Do  you  keep  the  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  establish- 
ment ? — I do. 

3367.  By  whom  are  the  accounts  of  the  institution  audited? — By  the  Audit  Board. 

3368.  Can  you  inform  us  of  the  various  sources  of  income  of  the  institution,  and  the  Receipts  and  expen. 
amount  received  on  the  last  account  under  each  head? — Yes.  Rents,  £2,706  4s.  8d. ; tUTe- 
interest  on  Government  stock,  &c.,  £623  19s-  4 d.\  casual  receipts,  £6  12s.  3d. ; received. 

for  maintenance  of  boarders,  £2,077  10s.  9d.;  total,  £5,414  7s.  Disbursements— pro- 
visions, £2,792  9s.  4 d. ; garden  expenses,  £52  11s.  1 d.\  clothing,  £350  3s.  5d. ; bedding 
and  furniture,  £289  Is.  2d. ; repairs  and  alterations,  £216  2s.;  coals,  soap,  and  candles, 

£416  0s.  8d. ; medicines,  £386  19s.  id. ; stationery,  £31  Is.  Id-;  incidental  expenses, 

£40  .3s.  9d.;  rents,  £130  19s.  Ic7. ; law  expenses,  £24  Is.  2d.\  salaries  and  wages, 

£889  15s.  9 d.;  total  expenditure,  £5,619  6s.  10<Z.,  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1856. 

3369.  With  reference  to  the  large  amount  for  medicines  in  that  statement  of  disburse- 
ments, will  you  furnish  us  with  the  details  setting  forth  the  various  items  included  in  that 
general  disbursement  for  medicines,  and  specifying  the  various  sums  paid  under  each  head, 
distinguishing  the  sum  paid  to  the  apothecary  for  medicines,  and  the  sum  paid  to  the 
Apothecaries’  Hall  for  drugs  ? — Yes.  [See  Appendix  for  Return.] 
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3370.  From  that  general  abstract  of  the  receipts  of  the  institution  for  one  year,  it  would 
appear  that,  irrespective  of  the  receipts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  boarders,  the  institu- 
tion  had  an  income  in  that  year  of  upwards  of  £3.300  '? — Yes. 

337 1.  By  whom  is  the  account  kept  of  each  article  received  ? — By  the  storekeeper. 

3372.  Are  most  of  the  clothes  used  in  the  establishment  made  up  there? — The  female 
clothing  is.  The  friends  of  paying  patients  usually  provide  their  clothes.  The  male 
clothing  is  supplied  by  contract.  Shirts  and  stockings  are  made  by  the  females. 

3373.  Who  keeps  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  Board? — The  secretary,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  I copy  them  into  the  fair  book. 

3374.  Is  any  statement  laid  before  the  Board  each  day  of  meeting  of  the  number  of 
vacancies  in  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

3375.  The  Board  will,  therefore,  be  aware  whether  there  are  any  vacancies  for  paying 
patients  or  for  free  patients  ? — Y es. 

James  William  Cusack , Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

337G.  I believe  you  have  been  for  some  years  connected  with  Swift’s  Hospital? — Since 
the  year  1813. 

3377.  Independently  of  your  medical  connexion  with  the  hospital,  I believe  you  have 
taken  considerable  interest  in  the  institution  ? — F or  many  years  1 have  devoted  much  time 
to  its  interests,  and  I also  lived  a lengthened  period  in  it. 

3378.  Is  there  any  other  medical  attendant  for  the  hospital? — Yes;  there  is  a physician 

Dr.  Croker.  J 

3379.  Wliat  arrangements  are  made  between  you  and  Dr.  Croker  for  attending  upon  the 
patients? — We  attend  upon  alternate  days. 

3380.  Do  you  consult  together,  on  the  admission  of  a patient,  as  to  the  course  of  treat- 
ment which  should  be  pursued  with  regard  to  him? — We  do,  and  as  to  his  sanity. 

3381.  The  manager  of  the  institution  is  not,  I believe,  a medical  man? — The  manager  is 
not  a medical  man. 

3382.  Do  you  consider  it  an  advantage  that  the  manager  of  such  an  institution  should  be 
a professional  person  ? — It  certainly  is  an  advantage. 

3353.  With  regard  to  lunatic  asylums  generally,  and  not  speaking  of  Swift’s  Hospital  in 
particular,  do  you  conceive  that  any  difficulty  would  arise  in  prescribing  the  particular 
duties  of  the  medical  manager  of  the  asylum,  distinct  from  those  of  the  visiting  physician? 
— I do  not  think  there  would  he  any  difficulty. 

3354.  Who  would  you  consider  should  be  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  the  patients 
as  regards  insanity  ? — The  attending  physician.  In  that  case  the  local  medical  man  would 
occupy  the  position  which  the  moral  Governor  does  at  this  moment,  uniting  with  it  also 
the  medical  charge,  in  the  absence  of  the  superior  physician. 

3385.  The  responsibility  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  patients  should  rest  with  the 
regular  visiting  physician,  whose  opinion  should,  of  course,  prevail? — I think  his  opinion 
should  prevail. 

3386.  Would  the  medical  manager,  in  that  case,  he  pretty  much  in  the  position  of  a 
house-surgeon  in  a large  hospital? — Yes. 

3387.  Is  there  an  apothecary,  or  other  person  of  the  medical  profession,  resident  in 
Swifts  Hospital? — There  is  not;  there  never  has  been  since  I became  connected  with  it. 
"We  felt  the  want,  hut  had  a delicacy  in  endeavouring  to  remove  a party  who  had  been  in 
charge  for  such  a number  of  years.  There  were  not  arrangements  for  such  in  the  building. 

3388.  I believe  the  apothecary  of  the  institution  resides  at  a considerable  distance  in 
the  city  ?— The  apothecary  resides  in  the  town.  When  I first  had  charge  of  the  hospital, 
ma,ny  institutions  in  Dublin  were  supplied  with  medicines  on  the  same  principle  as  Swift’s. 
A book  was  sent  to  the  apothecary  to  enter  what  he  supplied.  That  was  the  case,  for 
instance,  with  the  Marshalsea.  The  house  of  Craven  and  Nicolls  liad  the  supplying  of 
medicines  to  a very  large  number  of  the  public  institutions. 

3389  In  a case  of  sudden  emergency,  such  as  an  attempt  at  suicide  of  a serious  character, 
might  not  the  consequence  be  serious,  owing  to  the  absence  of  some  professional  person? 
— lhe  resident  surgeon  of  Steevens’  Hospital  has  been  always  at  hand,  and  when  acci- 
dents or  sudden  attacks  of  illness  did  occur,  the  apothecary  and  resident  pupil  at  Steevens’ 
also  assisted. 

3390.  I believe  the  institution  to  which  you  refer,  Madam  Steevens’  Hospital,  immediately 

adjoins  the  asylum? — Yes.  Dean  Swift  in  his  will  gave  directions,  that  the  asylum  should 
i as  near  as  possible  to  Steevens’  Hospital;  and  I heard  a kind  of  tradition  amongst 

the  old  people,  that  he  did  so  with  the  intention  of  getting  for  the  asylum  medical  attend- 
ance gratis. 

3391.  Do  you  approve  of  the  principle  upon  which  medicines  are  at  present  supplied  by 
the  apothecary  to  the  hospital,  in  the  same  manner  as  to  an  individual ; or  would  you 
prefer  having  a house  surgery,  and  that  the  drugs  should  be  purchased  by  the  institution? 
— I certainly  would  prefer  the  latter. 

3392.  Is  it  on  the  ground  of  convenience  as  well  as  economy  you  would  approve  of  that 
arrangement  ? Yes ; both  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  for  economy ; but  there  would  be 
very  little  economy,  for  the  medicines  would  be  still  about  the  same  price.  I would  recom- 
mend it  more  for  the  convenience,  and  because  it  would  be  safer,  though  I never  knew  any 
accident  to  arise,  under  the  present  arrangement. 

3393.  Is  the  construction  of  the  building,  on  the  whole,  not  very  well  adapted  for  a 
curative  hospital  for  the  insane  ? — It  is  not  well  adapted.  Dean  Swift  directed  not  only 
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that  it  should  be  built  in  tho  vicinity  of  Madam  Steevens'  Hospital,  but  he  directed  tint 

it  shou Id  bo  built  such  a way  that  it  would  be  capable  of  unLited TddiSons 

as  the  funds  increased ; and  the  present  building  consists  of  three  parts  or  additions  ° 

ttSK: 

3395.  The  corridors  arc  stated  to  bo  of  immense  length  and  considerable  breadth  ST^SS 
iiiey  are. 

3396.  Have  you  found,  practically  that  in  winter  sufficient  means  are  taken  to  keep  up  T„,r. 

a proper  temperature  m the  hospital  ?-I  should  mention,  that  when  I went  there  Lt  bwS 
there  were  no  windows  ill  the  rooms  ; there  were  great  wooden  bam  Our  first  effort  was 

to  get  ml  of  those,  and  have  windows  put  in.  Then  the  directors  tried  to  boat  the 
building!  they  employed  a Dr.  Moyler  at  very  largo  espouse,  and  tho  attempt  was  a total 
failure  The  same  plan  was  tried,  I tlnnk,  also  at  tho  Dublin  Society.  The  object  was  to 
heat  the  building  by  means  of  warm  air.  flic  arrangement  was  upon  a false  principle 
and  aid  not  succeed,  although  the  experiment  cost  tho  hospital  a large  Bum.  J 1 

3397.  Arc  sufficient  precautions  taken  to  preserve  a proper  temperature  in  tile  winter 
months  m those  large  corridors  ?— I do  not  think  it  can  be  accomplished. 

3398.  With  regard  to  tho  lighting  of  those  galleries,  have  you  ever  visited  the  institu- 

tion m tho  evening,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  lighting  ?-I  very  often  visited  in 
the  evening,  and  it  is  most  dismal  to  see  one  of  those  large  corridors  rvitl.  only  a small 
candle  m it.  - 

3399.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  introduction  of  gas  ? — I see  none 

i^r6 1 'FTT*  V‘h,ne!aid  t0  baths  "*****  a"d  “feq'mte  for  an  institution  hath... 
of  tl  at  cliaractei  . —No  ; they  should  be  constructed  on  a different  and  improved  principle 
" you  consider  that  a mere  portable  reclining  bath  is  sufficient  for  the  use  of  an 
eStQ  IT611*  01  that  kuld'7“No  ’ wellave  only  a shower  bath  in  addition  to  the  reclining  bath. 

■ PTerie,lce  **?  to  be  satisfied  that  restraint  Restraint, 

is  not  unduly  used  by  the  attendants  ? — I do  not  think  undue  restraint  is  used.  I must  cer- 
tamly  say  that  1 think  some  patients.,  that  are  singularly  violent,  would  be  better  secured 
by  absolute  restraint  than  by  men  contending  with  them,  and  their  being  exhibited  to  the 
patients  m that  state.  I believe  restraint  to  be  necessary  under  certain  circumstances. 

3403.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  quiet  secured  to  the  patients  by  the  use  of  mechani- 
cal means  is  preferable  to  that  secured  by  keepers  struggling  with  them  ? — I think  so  on 
certain  occasions.  ’ 

very  useftff11^  “ ^ °1>i,,i0"  “S  fll°  Us0  of  Taddcd  tome  eases  they  are  1WM  room,. 

3405.  Are  there  any  in  Swift’s  Hospital  ?— No. 

COl-!1iort^  sufliciont  occupation  and  amusements  are  provided  for  the  Occupations  am! 
patients  in  the  hospital  ? — I do  not  think  there  are.  amusements  for 

3407.  I presume  you  attach  considerable  importance  to  the  minds  of  the  patients  being  patlents- 
occupied,  and  to  their  relaxation,  by  moans  of  amusement  ? — Certainly. 

3408.  Do  you  consider  that  amusements,  interesting  objects  in  the  shape  of  pictures, 
and  various  things  of  that  kind,  in  an  asylum  would  lie  advantageous,  even  to  the  most 
illiterate  and  ignorant  patients?— I am  sure  they  would. 

3409.  Do  you  consider  that  tho  excitement  which  may  be  occasioned  by  playing  at  cards 
is  at  all  a reason  why  an  amusement  of  that  kind  should  not,  in  certain  cases,  be  provided  ? 

1 should  say  not.  I have  played  cards  and  backgammon,  over  and  over  again,  with 
patients.  ® 

o410.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  in  that  respect  in  Swift’s  Hospital,  as  regards 
e supply  ot  books  and  papers,  at  all  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  ? — They  are 
not  at  all  sufficient. 

““•Wan  regard  to  the  dietary  of  the  hospital,  is  the  ordinary  dietary  fixed  after  Dietary, 
consultation  with  you  and  Dr.  (broker  ? — When  a patient  first  comes  in,  of  course  he  is 
seen,  and  if  the  usual  diet  is  not  suited  to  him,  he  is  ordered  a different  diet.  The  class  of 
people  we  generally  receive  are  the  worn-out,  the  cast-off  from  private  asylums — patients 
y o nave  been,  in  fact,  a long  time  subject  to  the  disease ; and  they  require  better  feeding, 
m qm  r instance,  than  if  they  were  recent  cases  of  insanity. 

12. 1 presume  that,  such  being  the  class  of  patients  you  receive,  the  asylum  must  con-  Description  of  cases 
am  a large  proportion  of  incurable  cases? — We  have  scarcely  a curable  case  in  the  entire  in  the  asylum, 
establishment. 

Under  those  circumstances,  the  hospital  has  become  one  more  for  the  detention 
care  of  incurable  lunatics  than  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane? — Yes.  We  have 
nriFefUnm^na°ea^e  .cases  than,  perhaps,  any  other  institution  of  the  same  extent.  The 
freeVomd  mS  dangerous  cases  as  far  as  they  possibly  can.  It  is  not  a service 

• ^4;  How  far  do  you  consider  that  the  detention  of  incurable  patients  in  the  hospital 
^h  tbe  will  of  the  founder  ? — When  the  medical  officers  objected  to  the 
i mued  admission  of  incurable  patients,  tho  Governors’  reply  was: — “There  is  the  will.” 
tit  a^°  k°U,^d  t°  fake  idiots  and  lunatics;  or,  if  there  are  no  idiots  or  lunatics,  then  to 
whiVWnrT6  cases‘  have  no  right  to  turn  any  one  out.  That  is  the  principle  upon 
thinV  Ti 16  a'^n1101'8  kave  acted  since  I became  connected  with  the  institution.  1 do  not 
the  n tan  { i kjoked  to  curable  cases  being  in  the  hospital.  I believe  at  that  time 
half  , , at  they  call  sturdy  idiots — people  who  went  about  the  country,  beggars, 

nali  idiots,  and  half  rogues — was  very  great.  fa 
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S415  Generally  speaking,  an  regards  tho  district  lunatic  asylums  of  the  country,  would 
you  not  consider  it  adrisable  they  should  be  kept  as  hospitals  for  the  cure  of  insanity?- 

Ho fold'd  b)  Cottmiily. 

Dean  Swift.  oaiu  it. 


Management  of 
asylums  generally 
female  patients. 


Advantage  of 
allowing  patients  to 
attend  religious 
worship. 


ucan  swift.  3416.  Do  you  coincide  in  the  opinion  that  an  hospital  for  the  mere  cave  of  incurable 
Janes  Wn,.  Cusack,  lunatics  could  be  conducted  much  cheaper  than  a curative  hospital  .-Assured  y : and  if 
Esq.,  r.n.e.s.i.  tp(,v  wel-e  classified,  I dare  say  two-tliirds  of  them  would  bo  found  peifectly  liaimless.  I 
always  had  a notion  that  female  hospitals  could  he  constructed  on  more  economical  pnn- 
ciples.  and  managed  with  greater  freedom  from  restraint,  than  if  they  were  united  under 
the  same  management  with  male  establishments. 

3417.  In  visiting  hospitals  for  insane,  have  you  generally  found  that  iemalc  wards  are 
more  quiet  and  the  patients  more  orderly  than  in  the  male  wards  . Yes,  and  the  wards 

341S.  I believe  there  are  no  particular  arrangements  made  at  Swifts  Hospital  for  the 

appointment  of  chaplains  ? — No.  , i i ru  i 

3419.  We  understand  that  the  secretary  is  a clergyman  ol  the  Established  Church,  and 
that  he  is  in  the  habit  of  reading  service  for  the  inmates  of  his  religious  persuasion  who 
attend  ?— Yres.  I suppose  the  Dean  did  not  contemplate  a chaplain  ; he  thought  Jic  would 
get  that  service  performed  gratis.  ........ 

3420  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  ol  the  patients  in  lunatic 
asylums  being  allowed  the  same  opportunity  of  attending  religious  worship,  when  their 
health  admits  of  it,  as  if  out  of  doors?— When  their  health  admits  ol  it,  it  is  quite  clear 
they  should  have  every  opportunity. 

3421  Do  you  think  being  deprived  iu  an  asylum  of  that  which  m ordinary  health  is  con- 
sidered' of  importance,  and  is  periodically  attended  to— namely,  divine  worship  on  the 
Sabbath— would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  patients  ?— I would  say,  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, not  in  all  cases.  Wherever  they  were  anxious  to  attend  prayers,  it  was  always  con- 
ceded Originally,  I do  not  think  any  special  care  was  taken  about  it  m Swift  s.  Generally, 
I think  provision  ought  ter  he  made  for  the  attendance  of  the  patients  on  religious 

3422*.  Do  you  ever  consult  with  the  chaplain  as  to  the  persons  who  should  attend  divine 
service? — Not  formally. 

3423.  I presume  that  if  you  felt,  on  visiting  a patient,  that  attendance  on  divine  service 
would  cause  him  to  be  more  excited,  from  liis  delusion  being  of  a religious  character,  you 
would  feel  it  your  duty  to  prevent  such  attendance  ? — I would,  certainly. 

3424.  Wc  have  understood  that  the  practice  in  the  asylum  is  to  allow  those  persons  who 
express  a wish  to  attend  divine  service  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

3425.  With  regal'd  to  Catholic  patients,  only  those  who  express  such  a wish  are  allowed 
to  attend  a place  of  worship  outside  the  institution  ? — I believe  that  is  the  case. 

3426.  Do  you  consider  that  it  should  be  left  to  a patient's  own  option  in  a lunatic  asylum 
to  secure  his  having  religious  ministrations,  when  it  is  not  left  to  his  own  option  to  procure 
any  thing  else  he  may  require  ?— I am  of  opinion  that  all  patients  capable  of  feeling  their 
position  should  be  expected  to  attend  their  places  of  worship. 

3427.  Suppose  there  was  nothing,  so  far  as  the  medical  attendant  could  see,  to  prevent 
his  attending  religious  worship,  do  you  think  he  ought  to  be  reminded  of  tho  recurrent 
period  of  tho  Sabbath,  when  it  is  usual  for  Christians  to  attend  religious  worship,  or  that 
he  should  he  allowed  to  continue  on  without  any  one  seeing  whether  he  went  or  not?— 
He  should  be  reminded  of  the  return  of  the  Sabbath,  certainly. 

3428.  It  appears,  from  statements  we  have  received,  that  the  number  of  paying  patients 

in  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  is  very  considerable,  being  a good  deal  more  than  half  the  total 
number  of  inmates  : what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  reception  of  paying  patients  into  that 
institution? — My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  as  great  a charity  to  take  a man  in  for  £10  a-year 
as  it  is  to  take  a person  for  nothing.  Throughout  the  country  there  are  asylums,  ot 
course,  to  provide  for  the  pauper  lunatics ; hut  for  the  persons  in  an  intermediate  position, 
who  have  only  small  means,  there  is  no  such  provision ; and  hence  I have  always  con- 
sidered that  it  was  a mercy  to  take  in  those  people,  who  might  have,  suppose,  £200  or 
£300,  and  tho  interest  on  which  would  go  towards  their  maintenance.  I have  had  long 
conversations  on  the  subject  with  many  persons  who  took  an  interest  in  the  institution, 
and  the  result  is,  that  I think  an  hospital  that  receives  paying  patients  is  a great  benent 
to  society.  . , 

3429.  The  hospital  at  present  has  a few  patients  paying  upwards  of  £50  a-year  each, 
who  are  understood  to  ho  old  cases? — Yes.  The  general  rule  is  forty  guineas  a-year  each 
for  the  maximum.  There  is  no  rule  as  to  the  minimum ; it- descends  to  any  amount. 

3430.  There  is  a profit  to  the  institution  upon  a payment  of  forty  guineas  a-year  for  a 
patient  ? — Certainly. 

3431.  Your  object,  as  I understand,  would  he  to  provide  for  all  classes  of  lunatic  poor, 
who,  though  not  paupers,  would  not  have  the  benefit  of  Dean  Swift’s  charity  if  the  view 
you  adopt  was  not  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

3432.  I presume  that  the  number  of  paying  patients  which  Swift’s  Hospital  can  accom- 
modate is  not  at  all  equivalent  to  the  number  of  that  class  who  require  accommodation— 
namely,  parties  who  could  not  pay  the  whole  of  what  would  he  required  for  their  niam- 
tenance  in  an  asylum : how  far  do  you  think  the  State  ought  to  make,  provision  ior  _ ® 
cases  of  parties  able  to  pay  a proportion  ? — The  question  resolves  itself  into  this— whetne 
a separate  asylum  Bhould  be  erected  for  those  who  aro  able  to  contribute  to  them  support, 
but  who  are  not  able  to  pay  the  full  amount,  in  a private  institution  for  the  msane. 


Provision  for 
patients  who  could 
pay  a portion  of  the 
maintenance  cost. 
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I certainly  think  that  class  would  he  better  in  a separate  institution,  and  such  an  institu-  Dubuh. 
tion  would  amount  to  a self-supporting  establishment  in  a great  measure.  There  is  a „ ~ — . ,, 

i-n2  4.,  St.  Patricks 

difficulty  in  It.  Hospital,  founded  Ly 

3433.  1 believe  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  maintained  by  the  Dean' Swift. 

Society  of  Friends,  there  is  no  such  self-supporting  institution  in  Ireland  ? — No.  James  Wm.  Cusack, 

3434.  Unless  we  include  that  portion  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  set  apart  for  paying  f.e.c.sx 

patients  ? — Y es. 

3435.  Does  your  experience  as  one  of  the  medical  attendants  of  Swift's  Hospital  lead  Associating  paying 
you  to  believe  that  the  association  of  paying  patients  with  pauper  patients  is  attended  and  panper  patient3- 
with  any  injurious  effect? — !f  no  invidious  distinction  is  made  as  to  diet,  I am  sure  there 

is  no  disadvantage. 

3436.  Suppose  that  no  distinction  is  made  as  to  the  treatment  of  those  patients,  either 
in  the  diet  or  clothing,  or  otherwise,  do  you  see  any  difficulty  then  in  accommodating  them 
with  pauper  patients  in  the  same  institution? — I observe  a great  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  those  wiio  are  capable  of  judging  for  themselves,  and  who  pay  a little,  to  associate 
with  the  pauper  patients. 

3437.  Would  your  observation  apply  to  the  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  even  the 
smallest  sum  paid  in  Swift’s  Hospital? — I think  there  is  a great  feeling  about  gentlemen, 
in  such  matters ; and  those  who  are  capable  of  judging  object  to  such  association.  1 have 
been  often  asked  by  a patient  to  have  him  moved  from  a particular  place. 

3438.  Ts  there  that  which  is  offensive  to  their  pride  and  feelings,  and  is  calculated  to 
have  an  injurious  effect  as  regards  their  curative  treatment? — I think  a great  number  of 
them  are  very  susceptible ; in  fact,  they  are  a very  susceptible  and  complaining  class.  My 
observation  would  not  apply  to  the  poor  of  the  lower  classes,  who  could  pay  only  about 
£10  or  £12  a-ycar.  Those  remarks  go  to  show  that  there  should  he  a classification  of  the 
castes  in  every  asylum. 

3439.  Aro  you  of  opinion  that  there  is  a class  of  persons  of  small  means  able  to  pay 
perhaps  from  £10  to  £12  per  annum,  who  would  not  have  this  objection  you  have  described 
to  associate  with  pauper  lunatics  ? — I think  there  is  such  a class. 

3440-  A class,  in  fact,  whose  social  position,  previous  to  entering  the  asylum,  was  not  so 
high  as  to  make  their  associating  with  pauper  lunatics  objectionable  to  their  feelings  ? — 

Yes. 

3441.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  resident  medical  manager  of  an  asylum  and  Resident  and 

the  visiting  physician  do  not  concur  in  their  views  as  to  the  treatment  of  patients ; is  it  ™^ca1, 

your  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  define  their  several  duties,  or  to  dispense  with  their  relative7 
the  office  of  visiting  physician  ? — Their  duties  should  be  defined.  If  men  have  no  common  positions, 
sense  or  discretion  to  unite  in  carrying  out  the  business  of  the  institution,  and  will  not 
co-operate,  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  down  rules  for  them  ; but  the  principal  rules  should 
be  laid  down  for  the  Governor  of  the  institution,  and  the  duties  of  all  those  parties  should 
be  defined  as  minutely  and  accurately  as  possible. 

3442.  What  would  you  think  of  an  arrangement  that  would  give  the  treatment  of 
insanity,  per  se,  to  the  medical  manager  as  a paramount  authority,  and  the  treatment 
of  bodily  disease  that  would  occur  to  the  management  of  the  attending  physician  as  a 
paramount  authority  ? — That  is,  that  the  resident  physician  should  have  the  moral  manage- 
ment or  treatment  of  insanity,  and  the  attending  physician  should  treat  the  ordinary 
diseases.  I certainly  think  that  division  would  not  be  desirable.  I think  tlie  extern 
physician  should  he  the  superior  authority  and  direct  the  treatment  in  both  cases;  hut  the 
resident  physician  must  be,  strictly  speaking,  the  managing  man,  because  he  will  see,  on 
various  occasions,  the  necessity  of  acting  without  consulting  the  other.  That  is  a difficulty 
easily  got  over,  however,  if  men  have  a proper  feeling  amongst  them. 

3443.  The  resident  medical  manager  sees  the  patients  every  day,  while  the  visiting 
physician  sees  them  perhaps  only  every  second  day;  ought  not  the  resident  medical 
manager,  therefore,  under  those  circumstances,  be  fitter  to  attend  to  the  general  moral 
treatment  of  the  patients  ? — He  should  understand  their  cases  best  in  that  respect. 

3444.  Do  you  think  that  a physician  or  a medical  officer,  appointed  as  a consultant,  to  be  Consulting 
called  in  at  the  option  of  the  resident  medical  manager,  would  he  a desirable  arrange-  physician, 
ment? — I do  not  think  that  system  would  work. 

3445.  If  a consulting  physician  were  appointed  in  place,  of  a visiting  physician,  would 
you  recommend  that,  in  such  a case,  ho  should  he  called  in  merely  at  the  option  of  the 
resident  manager,  and  paid  by  fees  for  his  visits,  or  paid  by  salary  ? — He  should  he  paid 
by.  salary;  if  lie  were  called  in  only  at  the  option  of  the  resident,  there  would  he  always 
a jealousy,  either  if  lie  called  him  too  often  or  did  not  call  him  in  often  enough.  . There 
would  be  a difference  between  them  on  tlie  subject.  I think  the  extern  physician,  if  there 
is  to  be  one,  should  he  paid  a salary,  and  his  duties  should  be  defined. 

3446.  Of  course  you  adhere  to  your  opinion,  that  he  should  be  the  chief  responsible 
person  for  the  medical  treatment? — I do. 

3447.  Would  the  friends  of  the  patients,  do  you  think,  be  equally  indifferent  as  to 
whether  there  was  a visiting  medical  officer,  or  whether  the  treatment  was  confided  to  the 
medical  manager  ? — I think,  generally  speaking,  the  friends  are  in  favour  of  a visiting 
physician. 

3448.  Suppose  that  cases  of  disease  occurred  in  the  institution,  or  of  accidents,  apart 
from  insanity,  which  of  tlie  two  men  would  be  the  more  capable  of  treating  such  cases — 
whether  the  resident  medical  man  or  the  attending  medical  officer  ? — The  man  who  has  the 
most  extensive  practice  would  decidedly  be  the  best  to  treat  Bueh  cases.  ^ ^ 
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Infirmaries  in 
asylums. 


Visitation  of  lunatics 
maintained  in 
private  houses. 


Objection  to  re- 
quiring- licences  in 
in  all  cases. 


Charles  P.  Croker, 
Esq.,M.D.,  f.k.q.p.i. 


3449.  There  is  an  opinion  entertained  by  some  that  diseases  are  so  modified  by  insanity, 
that  a person  who  is  in  charge  of  the  insane  every  day  might  be  more  capable  of  treating 
the  patients  than  a man  who  is  in  general  practice,  but  has  not  the  same  intimate  connexion 
with  the  asylum  ? — I believe  that  is  a delusion. 

3450.  Then  is  it  your  opinion  that,  in  the  treatment  of  any  acute  internal  disease,  it  is 
of  more  consequence  to  be  practically  acquainted  with  the  disease  under  which  an  insane 
patient  labours,  than  with  the  insanity? — For  the  cure  of  the  disease,  I am  of  that  opinion; 
at  the  same  time,  insanity  may  make  the  treatment  of  the  disease  more  difficult  than  if  it  did 
not  exist — in  other  words,  if  you  have  a man  with  a broken  leg,  and  that  lie  is  insane,  you 
will  find  the  insanity  makes  the  case  more  unmanageable  ; but  the  ordinary  course  of  treat- 
ment for  a broken  leg  must  be  the  same. 

3451.  Then  you  do  not  attach  any  great  value  to  the  influence  or  modification  which 
insanity  may  exercise  over  bodily  disease  ? — I do  not. 

3452.  In  some  institutions  patients  are  treated  in  their  own  sleeping-rooms,  and  upon 
this  point  I will  read  the  following  passage  from  Dr.  Connolly’s  work : — In  many  of 
the  old  asylums  there  were  no  infirmaries  : many  patients,  admittedly  in  a state  of  suffering 
and  danger,  needing  repose  and  requiring  the  utmost  medical  care,  were  placed  in  or  near 
wards  containing  noisy  patients.”  Do  you  think  generally  with  Dr.  Connolly,  that  it  would 
be  better  to  treat  patients  suffering  from  sickness  or  accidents  in  an  infirmary,  rather  than  in 
their  own  sleeping  apartments  ? — If  the  case  permits,  it  would  be  much  better  to  treat  it 
in  an  infirmary  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  and  which,  of  course,  would  be  furnished  with  the 
suitable  appliances.  If  a man  is  violent  and  unmanageable,  you  are  necessarily  compelled 
to  put  him  into  a separate  room,  and  take  him  away  from  those  who  nuiy  he  disturbed  by 
his  noise.  In  that  case,  you  must  have  a separate  apartment  for  a person  such  as  I have 
described.  A very  large  number  of  the  patients  could  be  treated,  I am  sure,  in  an  infirmary. 

3453.  As  a general  rule,  you  think  the  patients  should  be  treated  in  an  infirmary,  or  in 
a room  appropriated  for  the  purpose? — In  other  words,  I would  have  an  infirmary  attached 
to  each  asylum. 

3454.  Then,  both  as  regards  economy  and  as  regards  proper  attention,  the  treatment 
either  in  an  infirmary  or  in  the  rooms  appropriated  for  such  would  be  preferable  to  treating 
a patient  in  his  own  cell  ? — Certainly. 

3455.  From  your  experience  and  general  practice,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Legislature  providing  for  the  visiting,  by  competent  officers,  of  patients  who 
may  be  detained  for  payment  in  the  house,  suppose  of  a professional  person  ? — I think 
those  persons  ought  to  be  visited,  but  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line.  Suppose  my  sister, 
unfortunately,  is  afflicted,  and  that  she  resides  in  my  own  house,  then  comes  the  question 
of  my  reporting  that  case,  and  of  officials  coming  in  to  visit  in  private  families.  Again, 
suppose  my  sister  resides  with  you,  then  it  becomes  the  case  of  a patient  in  a house  for 
hire.  There  is  great  delicacy  required  in  dealing  with  the  subject.  Wherever  a patient 
is  maintained  for  hire,  I should  say  ho  ought  to  be  visited. 

3456.  The  moment  a patient  ceases  to  be  maintained  in  a family  as  ono  of  the  family, 
and  is  maintained  and  treated  by  another  person,  who  does  so  for  a consideration,  you 
think  that  some  supervision,  which  would  not  bo  justifiable  in  the  former  case,  would  be 
justifiable  in  the  latter  ? — Certainly. 

3457-  Has  your  professional  experience  led  you  to  the  conclusion  that  even  in  cases 
where  the  alleged  lunatic  may  be  residing  witli  his  or  her  own  family,  it  would  still  be 
desirable  that  an  inspection  of  such  alleged  lunatic  should  take  placo  ? — There  are  cases 
m which  it  would  be  desirable. 

3453.  I presume,  in  a case  where  a party  has  been  declared  a lunatic  by  a competent 
authonty^  your  opinion  is,  that  there  should  be  an  inspection  of  that  patient  ? — Certainly. 

34o9.  lou  are  aware  that  the  law  at  present  requires  a licence  in  a case  where  two 
lunatic  inmates  may  be  detained  in  a house ; but  that  in  the  case  of  a single  patient,  though 
the  law  requires  certificates  of  insanity  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Inspectors,  yet  the  house 
in  which  the  patient  may  be  detained  is  not  required  to  be  licensed : what  is  your  opinion 
as  to  the  extending  of  the  law  so  as  to  provide  for  the  licensing  of  these  houses  ?— Sup- 
pose a person  becomes  suddenly  insane,  and  that  he  is  not  properly  declared  a lunatic,  you 
take  a lodging  for  him  in  the  suburbs.  If  the  law  were  extended,  that  house  should  be 
ic®“e“  directly,  and  the  fact  of  the  person's  insanity  blown  about. 

34b0.  vv  ould  you  prefer  that  immediate  notice  should  be  given  to  the  Inspectors  of  such 
a patient  having  been  received,  rather  than  the  publicity  that  would  be  involved  in  obtain- 
ing a licence  : the  notice  must  now  bo  given  in  three  months?— Yes. 

Charles  Philips  Croker,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.k.q.p.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

. 346  V 1 believe  you  are  one  of  the  medical  attendants  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital  ?— Yes, 
smee  the  3rd  of  August,  1840. 

qjcq’  * uuderstancl-  that  you  and  Surgeon  Cusack  attend  on  alternate  days?— Yes. 

4o3.  Do  you  consult  about  each  case  on  its  first  admission  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  . -Generally,  the  cases  that  come  in  are  chronic,  cases  of  long  standing,  brought 
tt, hospitals,  particularly  since  the  change  was  made  in  Lord  St.  Leonards’  time. 

„ ~.bat  involves  the  incurability  of  a large  proportion  of  the  inmates  ? — Yes. 

o.  it  such  has  been  the  operation  of  the  change,  the  hospital  has  become,  therefore, 
one  less  noted  for  the  education  of  those  who  desire  to  give  their  attention  to  the  cure  of 
insanity  / Yes.  If  we  had  recent  cases,  it  would  be  better  adapted  for  that  purpose, 
formerly,  when  we  had  one  hundred  guinea  and  sixty  guinea  patients,  we  had  fresh  cases 
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coming  there  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  we  sent  them  out  rapidly.  Each  of 
those  one  hundred  guinea  and  sixty  guinea  boarders  enabled  the  institution  to  support 
additional  free  patients.  When  I first  came  to  the  hospital,  we  had  twenty  more  free 
patients  than  at  present.  Lord  St.  Leonards  made  a change,  with  the  best  intentions,  so 
as  to  make  it  more  available  for  those  with  small  means. 

3466.  Do  you  think  that  the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  annual  payment  might  be 
considered  as  leading  to  a smaller  number  of  acute  cases  coming  into  the  institution '? — 
When  the  change  was  made,  the  cases  were  then  sent  in  from  the  other  hospitals  the  very 
moment  they  began  to  cease  paying  in  them,  or  that  they  began  to  get  dirty,  or  filthy,  or 
vicious.  We  got  acute  cases  only  in  a very  few  instances. 

3467.  Has  the  number  of  applications  for  the  admission  of  paying  patients  increased 
very  much  since  the  alteration  made  by  Sir  Edward  Sugden? — Yes  ; the  number  has 
increased.  At  present  there  are  only  sixty-five  free  patients,  and  there  are  eighty-five 
paying  patients.  They  pay  from  forty  guineas  down  to  so  low  as  £10.  Two  or  three 
cases  pay  something  more  than  forty  guineas  per  annum,  which  is  expended  on  clothing, 
extra  comforts,  &c. 

3468.  Is  the  system  pursued  one  of  non-restraint  generally  in  the  asylum  ? — Restraint 
is  used  but  very  seldom.  There  are  some  cases  very  vicious.  There  is  one  man  who 
carved  a person’s  nose  with  a knife  and  fork,  the  keeper  in  another  asylum.  He  is  inclined 
to  homicide. 

3469.  In  such  cases  you  consider  restraint  necessary? — Occasionally.  It  is,  however, 
very  seldom  used,  and  never  when  it  can  possibly  be  avoided. 

3470.  Have  jrou  any  reason  to  think  that  the  servants  make  use  of  restraint  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  manager  ? — They  always  tell  him  of  it  when  a case  is  getting  violent. 
Mr.  Cumming,  the  Moral  Governor,  is  told  of  it. 

3471.  Practically,  wc  find  that  the  means  of  restraint  are  left  with  the  keepers? — The 
keepers  are  not  at  liberty  to  put  any  person  under  restraint  without  the  Moral  Governor’s 
sanction,  or  that  of  the  medical  officers — if  they  do  so  it  is  at  their  peril,  and  not  at  all 
allowed,  except  in  extremely  violent  cases  suddenly  occurring,  when  a loose  vest,  intro- 
duced by  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  then  Lord  Chancellor  (and  from  him  called  “the  chancellor”), 
is  applied.  In  two  cases  this  has  been  absolutely  required  from  the  ungovernable  character 
of  the  attacks;  one  in  a patient  whose  skull  was  fractured,  and  who  lias  periodical 
paroxysms ; the  other  in  a person  much  disposed  to  commit  homicide,  and  who,  in  another 
asylum,  snapped  up  his  keeper's  knife  and  fork,  and  literally  carved  the  poor  man’s  face. 
A properly  padded  room,  would,  in  a great  measure,  supersede  the  use  of  the  chancellor. 

3472.  Arc  the  grounds  attached  to  the  institution  sufficiently  large  to  permit  of  the 
patients  taking  the  exercise  that  is  essential  to  their  proper  treatment  ? — Yes ; they  have 
plenty  of  ground  there ; hut  it  would  be  very  well  if  the  building  had  been  hotter  arranged. 
If  a patient  is  noisy,  wc  have  not  a detached  place  to  put  him  into ; and  a noisy  patieut  will 
set  all  the  others  going,  who  were  previously  quiet. 

3473.  Do  you  consider  the  ground  sufficiently  extensive  for  the  employment  and  exercise 
of  a large  number  of  patients  ? — I do.  If  there  were  flowers  in  the  garden,  or  that  it  was 
a pleasure-ground,  the  patients  of  the  higher  order  would,  perhaps,  then  be  more  inclined 
to  work  at  it.  There  are  two  gardens  at  the  female  side,  and  a considerable  piece  at  the 
other  side. 

3474.  You  are  aware  that  the  entire  of  the  ground,  including  the  site  of  the  building, 
does  not  exceed  six  and  a-half  acres  ? — I did  not  know  the  exact  extent.  Dean  Swift,  in 
his  will,  said  if  they  could  get  the  ground  near  Dr.  Stecvens’  Hospital,  it  would  he  desirable. 
The  Dean  was  a Governor  of,  and  contributor  to,  Dr.  Stecvens’  Hospital. 

3475.  Do  you  find  that  tho  attendants  generally  pay  proper  attention  to  patients  under 
your  charge  ? — I think  so. 

3476.  Are  they  a class  that,  from  education  and  otherwise,  are  suitable  for  the  employ- 
ment?— From  what  I have  seen,  they  appear  very  kind  and  attentive.  Occasionally  a 
person  may  get  into  a passion,  and  they  have  been  several  times  fined.  But  that  rests 
with  the  Moral  Governor. 

3477.  In  what  manner  do  you  and  Surgeon  Cusack  make  any  representations  which  you 
may  desire  to  convey  to  the  Governors ; is  it  in  writing,  such  as  by  an  entry  in  a book,  or 
otherwise  ? — Verbally  and  in  the  hook.  The  Governors  meet  four  times  a year,  and  once 
a month  the  Committee  of  Management  meet.  Any  of  the  Governors  may  come  to  that 
monthly  meeting. 

3478.  We  understand  those  meetings  of  the  Committee  do  not  take  place  regularly  ? — 
They  do ; but,  perhaps,  there  may  be  only  two,  throe,  four,  or  five  members  present. 
Sometimes  they  have  a difficulty  to  elect  a Governor  in  consequence  of  its  being  necessary 
to  have  a certain  number— seven — present  at  the  quarterly  or  adjourned  quarterly  hoard 
meetings.  Three  is  the  number  necessary  to  do  business  on  the  Committee  of  Management. 

3479.  Is  there  anything  connected  with  the  institution  or  the  subject  of  our  inquiry 
about  which  you  would  wish  to  make  a suggestion  to  us  ? — The  institution  is  of  so  great 
an  age,  that  it  has  not  the  advantages  that  would  be  found  in  a new  establishment  of  the 
kind.  It  has  neither  baths  nor  padded  rooms,  nor  the  other  various  appliances  that  you 
would  see  in  a modern  asylum.  We  want  retiring  rooms  for  those  who  are  very  violent, 
and  various  other  matters ; for  instance,  there  is  only  one  place  in  which  to  give  baths. 
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Free  patients. 


Dublin,  19th  Deckmbkh.  1.S50. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

St.  Patrick's,  otherwise  Swift’s.  Hospital  (in  continuation). 

Rev.  William  Peter  H.  Dobbin  sworn  and  examined. 

3480.  I believe  you  act  as  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Swift’s  Hospital?— I do 

3481.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment  ? — Since  November,  1852. 

3482.  The  Board  of  Governors  are  partly  ex  officio  and  partly  elected  ?— They  are. 

3483.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  on  all  occasions  sufficient  to  enable  the  business  to 
be  earned  on  ? — Not  always. 

,xr3iSi'  ,Ha™  ‘here  been  frequent  occasions  on  which  they  failed  to  form  a quorum  ?— 
VV  ell,  1 should  say  there  have  been  several  occasions. 

34S5.  I believe  some  of  the  ex  officio  offices,  which  entitle  the  holders  to  be  Governors 
have  merged  in  others? — Yes,  three,  I believe.  ’ 

3486.  With  reference  to  the  deanery  of  Christ  Church,  which  is  now  merged  into  that 
°*  He  • atnCi  S’ 18  * 10  of  St-  Patrick’s  considered  to  have  two  votes  at  the  Board? 

3487.  The  office  of  State  Physician,  the  holder  of  which  would  also  bo  a Governor  no 
longer  exists  ? — It  is  not  in  existence. 

3488.  Is  any  Committee  of  Governors  usually  appointed  to  superintend  the  hospital  and 
see  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  are  carried  out?— Yes,  when  repairs  are  beiii*  made 
and  alterations,  sub -committees  are  appointed. 

3489.  Is  there  no  permanent  sub-committee,  as  contemplated  by  the  Charter  ?— What 
was  contemplated  by  the  Charter  was  not,  as  stated  in  the  question,  a permanent  sub- 
committee, but  a committee  of  seven,  three  to  he  a quorum,  to  moot  once  a-month.  The 
spirit  of  the  rule  is  carried  out  by  the  Governors,  as  the  Board  meets  once  a-month,  instead 
ot  quarterly  only,  which  was  all  that  was  required  by  the  Charter. 

3490.  Have  any  rules  and  regulations  been  made  from  time  to  timo  for  the  government 
Of  ’ ? ,conte,PPlate<1  b>'  *•  Ctaner  ? -1  am  not  very  familiar  with  the  proceed- 

the  liobpital  previous  to  my  own  appointment  as  secretary. 

copy  • nUos or  ”***”> for  tbe  «f 

r int'°r!he.  C°m™ssjone™  what  is  the  practice  now  with  reference  to  the 
BoTrTcon^Ll  tf  P r ,S1  mt0  *lie  hospital — what  is  the  number  of  free  patients  the 

reC<a'0?-The  rd°  “ «“*  *«e  » « 

mHmi  ?P°o,what  basis  the  caleulation  was  made  that  seventy-live  free 

referred  t0  rospooting  the  number  of  free 
E-ee  mtimt,  fta?’’’6  I-  Resolved— That  m the  present  state  of  our  funds,  the  number  of 
iree  patients  shall  not  exceed  seventy-five. 

J“°f^ethertbe  ?nmbe1'  seventy-five  was  resolved  upon  from  any 
™ su^ested  W r tb?  d“p0Sal  of  tbe  ?-It  was  upon  a calculation,  and 

uatm®  i “ °y  Gove™ors  tong  conversant  with  the  institution, 
eeventy-five?— re^^16  * at’  s*ncG  tbat  res°totion  was  adopted,  the  number  never  reached 

patients  ‘be  ?omm“sio“era  why,  considering  that  the  number  of  free 

Sent  m!fraum  upon  the  first  of  the  present  month,  a 

r,  w:ir  v nssion,  tile  entry  in  tlm  minute-book  being  “ No  pauper  vacancy”  ? 

of  free  natienfs  1ie,einuS  t|ie  resolution,  that  it  did  not  require  that  the  number 

should  not  eSLd  alW?S  re  m ’ tie  ““toinm  fixed,  seventy-five,  but  only  that  it 
state  of  the  funds  number.  The  number  actually  received  would  depend  upon  tho 

5°i.y<ra,atteud  all  the  meetings  of  the  Board?— I do. 
ner  annum  U Th?11  ***  ™um  «»  for  a paying  patient  is  £40 

per  annum  ?— The  nraximum  sum  received  is  forty  guineas  1 1 b 1 

may'  he  a to  habit  of  making  inquiries  as  to  whether  a patient  who 

Xawver^ntl  f“'  adn!lssl0n  ,s  0”ahled  to  pay  a greater  sum  ?-I  kuSw  they  are 
rednetioM  Eta  » la  ^ S6?  uPon  *>“>*  subject,  and  are  always  very  willing  to  make 

reanctrons,  where  they  are  satisfied  so  much  catmot  bo  paid. 

rejection  ^ where  a patient  is  able  to  pay  a larger  sum,  would  that  he  a ground  for 

noblrnnaifs°son,?er,Tliollat  ,tbe  laN  threu  years  a patient  was  admitted  who  was  a 

fi^t^^ndEpeR^umEnot’to’aEreE patient*1  ‘°  ™ *S"tod  “ a ^ at 

thfEftafslen  ®owemota  ■“*?  inquiries  as  to  the  inability  of  the  family  to  pay  more 
deficiency  of  means  **  anm,m?-1  W*™  «kojr  did,  and  they  discovered  there  was  a 
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3504.  Is  he  still  in  the  hospital  ? — He  is  not. 

3505-  It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Governors  that,  on  the  10th  November,  1854, 
the  memorial  of  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Kerr  was  considered,  and  it  was  stated  not  to 
be  a case  for  a charitable  asylum,  and  was  rejected.  At  the  ensuing  monthly  meeting  the 
same  case  was  admitted,  paying  £30  per  annum  ; are  you  aware  of  the  circumstances  of 
that  case  ?—  Upon  subsequent  inquiry  into  Mr.  Kerr’s  circumstances,  the  Governors  were 
satisfied  that  there  wore  not  means  to  pay  more  than  the  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 

3500-  Has  the  question  of  the  number  of  free  patients  that  the  charity  ought  to  main- 
tain been  recently  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board? — The  resolution  which  I speak 
of  about  the  number  of  free  patients  was  come  to  about  three  years  ago. 

3507.  Since  that  period  the.  matter  has  not  been  reconsidered  ? — No,  I do  not  remember 
it  being  reconsidered. 

3508.  What  is  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  in  case  a quorum  of  Governors  may 
not  assemble  upon  the  appointed  day  to  transact  business? — We,  generally  speaking, 
merely  go  through  routine  business,  such  as  j Kissing  the  monthly  accounts  and  things  of 
that  kind. 

3509.  It  appeal's  that  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1854,  only  one  Governor  was  present,  patients 
were  admitted,  and  orders  were  made  with  reference  to  the  general  admission  of  cases — 
does  that  frequently  occur? — No.  1 think  not.  I think  I remember  an  instance  of  that  kind, 
perhaps  it  is  the  one  you  allude  to  ; Mr.  Law  was  the  Governor,  and  it  was  objected  to  on 
the  next  day  of  meeting  by  the  other  Governors. 

3510.  With  regard  to  the  granting  of  leases  by  the  Board,  is  that  confined  to  quarterly 
meetings? — It  is  strictly  confined  to  the  quarterly  meetings. 

351 1°  Do  you  remember  any  case  of  any  of  the  ex  ojjicio  Governors  refusing  to  sign  the 
minutes  ? — No,  I do  not. 

3512.  Are  there  any  leases  made  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  ? — There  was  an 
exchange  of  lauds,  in  which  Mr.  Verschoyle  was  concerned  ; I do  not  remember  any  other. 

3513.  Would  you  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the 
funds  of  the  hospital  and  the  sources  from  which  they  are  derived? — Yes. 

3514.  Comprising  also  the  bequests  from  time  to  time  that  have  been  made  to  the 

hospital  ? — I can  do  so.  ...  , „ 

3515.  I observe  a considerable  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  institution  are  derived  from 
land;  by  whom  are  the  rent  accounts  audited? — They  were  generally  audited  by  a sub- 
committee of  two  or  throe  Governors.  Mr.  Abbot  was  one  of  the  committee,  and  Mr. 
Trench,  who  is  dead,  and  Mr.  Law,  wore,  generally  speaking,  on  it. 

3516.  With  reference  to  the  funded  property  of  the  institution,  have  the  Governors  of 

late  years  invested  any  money  in  Government  stock? — There  is  £20,564  in  stock;  the 
last  investment  was  one  of  £1,000,  in  1843.  ..... 

3517.  Arc  the  Governors  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  the  institution  from  time  to  time 

themselves  ? — They  arc.  . 

3518.  It  appears  from  the  minutes  that,  some  years  sinco  an  order  was  made  for  clinical 
instruction  to  be  given  in  the  institution  ? — It  was  not  a positive  order,  but  only  a per- 
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mission.  _ ....  ,.  . 

3519.  Are  you  aware  whether  such  lectures  arc  delivered  in  the  institution  by  medical 

men  now  ? — They  arc  not.  , 

3520.  Are  you  aware  that  in  1S44  an  order  was  made  that  keepers,  matrons,  and 
persons  of  that  class,  might  bo  admitted  for  instruction  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane  ? 

It  appears  from  the  minute  book,  that  an  ordor,  was  made  to  that  effect. 

3521.  Are  patients  ever  admitted  in  the  intervals  between  the  several  Board  days  c I 
think  not  for  a considerable  time.  Some  cases  considered  to  be  of  a very  pressing  character 
have  been  admitted,  pro  tem.,  at  a guinea  per  week,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

3522.  Have  those  cases  boon  scrutinized  and  examined  by  the  ensuing  Board  ? Yes. 

3523.  There  is  a vacancy  in  the  number  of  Governors  ; have  any  steps  been  taken  to 

fill  it  up  ? — There  were  not  a sufficient  number  of  Governors  present  on  the  last  Board 
day.  There  must  be  seven  present  for  the  purpose,  and  there  being  only  six  it  was  post- 
poned. „ . 

3524.  Will  you  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the  number 
of  admissions  in  the  past  year,  distinguishing  those  admitted  free  and  those  admitted,  for 
payment,  and  stating  the  sums  paid  respectively  by  each  ? — Certainly. 

3525.  Have  any  propositions  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors  of  late  years 
with  reference  'to  the  extension  of  the  hospital  ? — No ; I do  not  at  this  moment  recollect 

3526.  Has  any  scheme  been  proposed  for  expending  the  sum  at  present  in  the  funds  on 
any  additional  buildings  ? — No ; not  to  my  knowledge. 


Adtnissionof  patients 
between  Board  days. 


&c. 
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Dublin,  14tii  January,  1857. 

Present: Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Farnham  House  and  Maryville  Private  Asylum  (near  Dublin). 

James  Duncan,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

3u27-  I believe  you  are  the  proprietor  of  the  licensed  establishment  called  Farnham 
House,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics? — Yes;  of  Farnham  House,  and  Maryville,  the  former 
for  males,  and  the  latter  for  females. 

3528.  For  what  number  are  those  houses  licensed  ?— Farnham  House  is  licensed  for 
thirty,  and  Maryville  for  fifty. 

3529.  How  long  have  you  been  a proprietor  of  a licensed  house  for  the  reception  of  the 
insane? — Since  the  year  1815. 

3530.  What  quantity  of  ground  is  attached  to  the  institution? — Nearly  fifty  English 
acres. 

3531.  Arc  the  whole  of  the  grounds  open  to  the  patients  ? — No ; I suppose  nine  or  ten 
English  acres  are  walled  in. 

3532.  Docs  Farnham  House  consist  of  merely  one  building,  or  arc  there  detached 
buildings? — There  are  detached  buildings. 

3533.  And  Maryville  in  like  manner  ? — Yes  ; and  Maryville  in  like  manner. 

3534.  Were  any  portions  of  the  building  constructed  expressly  as  an  asylum  for  the 
insane? — The  old  building  has  had  considerable  additions  made  to  it,  and  there  were  two 
buildings,  one  for  females,  and  the  other  a few  years  ago,  built  expressly  for  the  males. 

3535.  Did  the  old  buildings,  which  were  not  built  for  the  purpose  of  an  asylum,  afford 
convenient  means  of  locating  lunatic  patients  ? — They  did,  with  alterations  which  were 
made  from  the  first. 

3536.  Is  the  asylum  provided  with  baths  and  bath-rooms? — Yes. 

3537.  Is  there  a regular  supply  of  water  laid  on  in  the  establishment  ? — There  is  a force 
pump,  and  pipes  are  laid  on. 

3538.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  water  laid  on  in  like  manner  through  the  house? — There 
is  a boiler  with  a constant  supply  of  hot  water,  but  the  hot  water  is  not  laid  on  in  pipes. 

3539-  When  warm  baths  are  required  for  patients,  how  arc  thoy  provided? — The  hot 
water  is  carried  from  the  boiler,  through  the  house. 

3540.  Are  there  water-closets  in  the  establishment  ? — No  ; wc  had  them,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  their  either  getting  out  of  order  or  the  patients  finding  fault  with  them,  the  smell 
being  unpleasant,  it  was  judged  proper  to  give  them  up.  There  are  convenient  places  under 
cover  attached  to  the  house,  and  also  in  the  garden. 

3541.  Is  there  any  separate  room  appropriated  for  cases  for  which  seclusion  is  deemed 
advisable  ? — There  is  a padded  room,  hut  it  has  scarcely  ever  been  made  uso  of.  Wo  have 
a separate  cottage  for  patients  that  are  noisy  and  that  occasion  disturbance  at  night ; 
however,  for  a number  of  years  past,  I suppose  for  six  or  eight,  or  ten  years,  we  have  not 
had  occasion  to  make  uso  of  it.  It  is  on  one  side  of  the  lodge,  and  consists  of  a couple  of 
rooms.  You  can  see  it  on  the  plan. 

3542.  Is  there  any  regular  padded  room,  fitted  up  in  the  manner  that  such  apartments 
usually  are,  for  cases  in  which  seclusion  may  be  considered  necessary  ? — There  is  one,  but 
we  have  scarcely  had  occasion  to  make  use  of  it.  It  is  not  in  the  cottage  that  I speak  of, 
it  is  in  the  house. 

3543.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  had  occasion  to  place  patients  in  the  padded  room? 
— I don’t  think  it  has  ever  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  restraint,  as  such  rooms  usually 
are. 

3544.  Have  you  had  many  cases  of  violent  patients  in  the  asylum? — Yes;  a good  many. 

3545.  What  is  the  system  you  adopt  with  violent  patients  ? — Generally,  where  they  are 
apt  to  strike,  putting  muff's  on  their  hands,  or  putting  on  the  waistcoat  occasionally. 

3546.  Have  you  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  such  mechanical  means  of  restraint 
upon  many  occasions  ? — No,  I think  not ; we  have  sometimes  been,  I believe,  twelve 
months  without  making  use  of  either  one  or  the  other,  in  consequence  of  having  a 
sufficient  number  of  attendants  where  a patient  is  violent,  to  watch  and  sit  up  with  him  in 
turn,  or  having  sometimes  a couple  of  attendants  to  sleep  in  the  room  with  him  at  night, 
bo  as  it  were  to  overawe  him  and  prevent  him  becoming  violent,  which  he  might  be 
inclined  to  do  with  one  individual,  whom  he  thought  he  could  overpower  ; but  for  years 
together  we  have  not  had  occasion  to  use  either  one  or  the  other  of  the  means  of  restraint 
I have  mentioned. 

3547.  Have  you  found  that  keeping  a patient  restrained,  by  physical  force  on  the  part  of 
the  attendants,  has  led  to  considerable  excitement  in  that  patient  ? — I don’t  allow  the  use 
of  physical  force  on  any  account. 

3548.  Then  have  you  found  that  in  cases  of  extremely  violent  patients,  themere  presence 
of  the  attendants  has  been  sufficient  to  restrain  them  ? — Not  always. 

3549.  In  such  cases  to  what  measures  have  you  had  recourse  ? — If  they  are  extremely 
violent,  then  I would  either  have  the  muff  or  the  waistcoat  put  on  them,  but  in  ordinary 
cases  the  presence  of  a couple  of  attendants  in  the  room  and  speaking  to  the  patients,  have 
been  in  general  sufficient. 
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3550.  Do  you  prefer  the  use  of  mechanical  restraint,  to  removal  to  the  padded  room  and  Dublin 

to  seclusion,  in  such  cases  I do  ; m many  cases  it  is  only  to  prevent  them  tearing  their  — 

clothes  that  I put  on  mechanical  restraint,  hut  if  a patient  is  violent  and  apt  to  strike  persons  F%nhnmllHo^,e  and 
I would  put  him  into  the  padded  room.  In  our  institution  the  situation  of  the  padded  room 
makes  it  more  objectionable  to  the  patient  than  to  be  subjected  to  mechanical  restraint,  James  Duncan, 
if  the  individual  has  intellect  enough  to  be  aware  of  the  difference.  I would  say  generally  Esq.,  M.n. 
that  I am  for  non-mechanical  restraint.  J ° J 


3551.  In  whose  charge  are  the  instruments  of  restraint  left  ?— They  are  left  in  charge  of 
my  son,  with  particular  instructions  to  the  attendants,  that  they  are  never  to  be  put  on 
without  consulting  him  or  myself.  1 


3552.  You  are  satisfied  that  they  are  always  in  your  sou’s  charge  ?— Yes : they  are  always 

in  his  charge.  J J 

3553.  Is  Dr.  Nugent ; Duncan,  t o whom  you  refer,  the  medical  attendant  of  tils  institution  ? 

— Yes;  ho  and  his  wife  reside  there  constantly. 

3554.  Do  you  keep  any  record  of  cases  of  restraint  ? — No;  except  generally  by  commu- 
nicating with  their  friends ; that  is,  when  making  the  Report,  stating  that  since  the  last 
Report  the  patient  has  been  either  violent  or  tranquil. 

3555.  Doyou  keep  any  medical  journal  according  to  the  form  given  in  the  8th  and  9 th  The  records  of  the 
Vic.  cap.  107  ! — A private  one  has  been  kept,  but  not  in  the  particular  form  given  in  the  establishment. 
Act.  For  many  years,  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  institution,  I kept  a regular  account 

of  the  cases,  but  1 have  not  done  so  of  late  years.  In  some  cases,  such  as  military  cases 
I made  a report  to  the  Horse  Guards  monthly,  as  to  the  state  of  the  patients. 

3556.  Has  any  journal  been  kept  according  to  the  form  in  Schedule  G,  to  the  A<?t  of  the 
5th  and  Gth  Vic.  ? — No ; I have  come  to  the  conclusion  it  is  not  required  to  be  kept  by  the 
medical  proprietor  of  a private  lunatic  asylum.  That  schedule  refers  only  to  lunatic 
asylums  kept  by  non-medical  proprietors.  I have  suggested  to  the  inspectors  to  furnish  me 
with  any  forms  they  wished  to  be  kept,  and  I would  keep  them. 

3557-  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  there  is  no  record  whatever  kept  in  the  institution  of  the 
cases  in  which  restraint  is  used  ? — There  is,  but  it  is  a private  one  ; it  is  not  kept  under  the 
Act  in  any  way. 

355S.  Is  there  any  book  laid  before  the  inspector  on  the  occasion  of  his  visits,  that  would 
show  the  cases  of  restraint  that  had  taken  place  ? No. 

3559.  Is  there  any  case  hook  for  -reference  as  to  the  treatment  of  cases,  if  such  things 
should  be  inquired  into? — For  a number  of  years  I kept  a regular  account  and  report  of 
the  cases,  but  of  lato  years  1 have  not  done  so.  In  particular  cases  there  is  generally  a 
report  regularly  made  to  the  friends  of  tho  individual ; it  may  be  weekly  or  monthly. 

3560.  Do  you  keep  a book  containing  a°list  of  all  tho  patients  in  your  house,  in  conformity 
with  Schedule  C,  of  the  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  5th  and  Gth  Vic.  chap.  123  ?— Yes. 

3561.  Is  there  a patients’  book  kept  in  tho  institution  as  prescribed  by  the  25th  section? 


3562.  Are  those  books  regularly  laid  before  the  inspector,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visits  ? — 

Regularly. 

3563.  There  is  a visitors’  inspection  book  kept  ? — There  is. 

3564.  Do  the  inspectors  make  entries  in  that  book  on  the  occasion  of  their  several  visits? 

—They  do  ; sometimes  they  come  down  and  pay  a visit,  and  desire  the  book  to  be  sent  to 
the  Castle,  to  their  office,  for  them.  They  enter  there  their  reports,  not  having  time  to  do 
so  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit.  Sometimes  also,  they  come  and  pay  visits,  and  don’t  always 
mark  the  date.  Dr.  Nugent,  in  particular,  has  frequently  come  down  and  paid  short  visits 
without  entering  anything ; but  they  enter  them  generally  afterwards. 

• -h  entries  are  not  regularly  made  on  the  particular  occasion  when  the  visit 

is  paid  ? — There  may  be  a few  omissions,  hut  they  will  be  filled  up  afterwards.  The  regular 
course  is  to  enter  them  when  paying  the  visit. 

3566.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  attendance  of  the  inmates  upon  religions  Religious  worship, 
worship  ? — The  clergyman  of  the  parish  calls  upon  the  Protestant  patients,  to  visit  them, 

as  often  as  he  is  required.  A number  of  them  also  go  to  church,  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergyman,  comes  to  visit  the  Roman  Catholic  patients,  and  has  Mass  celebrated 
in  die  house  four  times  during  tlie  year,  while  those  who  are  able  to  go  out,  go  to  chapel 
on  Sunday  regularly.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  is  paid  regularly  for  his  attendance 
in  the  establishment.  Formerly  the  Protestant  curate  was  paid;  now  there  is  no  curate, 
and  the  rector  attends  as  often  as  is  necessary.  I have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  pay 
nim^but  he  is  just  as  attentive  as  if  I did,  and  he  never  asked  anything. 

3567.  What  employments,  amusements,  or  recreations,  are  provided  for  the  patients? — Amuscmc-nts and 
•there  is  a billiard  table,  there  are  cards,  backgammon,  bagatelle ; there  is  walking  exercise,  rocreatlons- 
spnng-boards,  and  some  go  out  to  catch  birds. 

3568.  I presume'  you  consider  that  providing  employments  and  amusements  for  tlie 
patients  is  very  material  in  their  curative  treatment  ? — No  doubt.  Some  patients  I had 
hept  horses  while  they  were  there,  and  rode  out.  Portions  of  the  grounds  are  allotted 
"Jfdening,  sowing  seeds,  and  growing  flowers,  and  we  have  rabbits  and  pigeons. 

3569.  Are  you  careful  that  the  patients,  who  may  he  received  into  your  establishment,  are  The  detention  of 
Perfectl  t^ere  un<^er  su°h  legal  orders  authorizing  their  detention  as  the  Act  requires  ? — orders tS 5 the  lcsaI 

C*n  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  visit,  it  appeared  that  in  one  or  two  cases 
tht  •°™erS  ^ no?i  ex’st ! one  was  the  case  of  a Chancery  patient? — I have  found  since 

at  it  was  the  patient’s  stepmother’s  brother,  who  signed  the  order.  I don’t  know  whether 
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the  mother  was  in  the  country  at  the  time  or  not.  In  another  caso  the  patient  was  received 
into  the  house  before  the  Act  of  Parliament  requiring  the  order  came  into  force.  He  was 
a Chancery  lunatic.  In  a third  case,  application  was  mado  to  the  brother  of  a gentleman 
on  whose  authority  the  patient  was  originally  placed  there,  to  sign  the  formal  order  and 
he  has  never  done  so,  hut  the  party  at  my  asylum  is  an  undoubted  lunatic.  This  third  case 
was  frequently  visited  by  Surgeon  Piele,  for  a number  of  years,  upon  the  part  of  the  Horse 
Guards. 

3571-  In  cases  where  Chancery  lunatics  are  placed  in  your  custody,  do  you  require  the 
order  as  in  other  cases  for  the  detention  of  the  parties?— Yes. 

3572.  Wliat  is  the  usual  sum  you  receive  for  patients? — From  80  to  120  guineas  per 
annum  ; the  sums  vary  according  to  the  attendance  required.  Where  a special  attendance 
is  required,  the  payment  is  at  the  rate  of  £50  per  quarter. 

3573.  In  all  these  cases,  the  patients,  I presume,  have  separato  rooms? — Yes;  in  all 
these  cases. 

3574.  Is  the  clothing  of  the  patients  provided  for  in  that  arrangement  ? — No. 

3575.  Are  the  patients  generally  clad  by  their  families? — They  are  generally  clad  by 
their  families.  Sometimes  we  do  it  with  their  permission,  and  are  reimbursed  by  them ; 
but  unfortunately  I have  one  or  two  cases  at  present,  and  have  had  others,  in  which  I "ot 
neither  payment  for  their  clothing  nor  for  their  maintenance  for  a number  of  years,  and  I 
cannot  turn  the  patients  out  upon  the  streets. 

3576.  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  are  maintaining  such  cases  at  your  own  personal 
cost? — Yes;  at  ray  own  personal  cost.  I should  state  that  from  20  to  30  guineas  a quarter 
is  the  usual  charge. 

3577.  Do  the  male  patients  dine  together? — A certain  number  of  them  that  are  suffi- 
ciently well  dine  at  my  own  table ; others  dine  in  their  own  rooms,  according  to  their 
several  classes.  A few  dine  together. 

3578.  Have  you  ever  had  applications  made  to  you  to  receive  patients  at  a lower  rate 
than  you  thought  would  be  remunerative  ? — Very  often. 

3579.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  what  becomes  of  those  cases  you  have  been  obliged 
to  refuse  ? — I believe  that  generally  they  have  gone  to  Swift’s  Hospital,  or  some  other  such 
establishment. 

3580.  Is  it  your  opinion  there  is  any  considerable  portion  of  the  insane  population  who  are 
above  poverty,  but  yet  unable  to  pay  the  lowest  sum  for  which  they  could  be  adequately 
maintained  in  a licensed  asylum? — I think  there  is;  but  I am  sorry  to  have  to  add  that 
there  are  some  well  able  to  pay,  who  arc  willing  to  get  their  insane  relatives  into  institutions 
at  a reduced  rate,  or  free  if  possible. 

3581  Vr^re. any  charitable  institutions  in  this  country  that  you  arc  aware  of  besides 
Swift's  Hospital,  and  the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  maintained  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  which 
patients  will  he  received  at  a less  sum  than  is  requisite  for  their  maintenance,  or  for  the 
mere  cost  of  their  maintenance? — I am  not  aware  of  any  others. 

3582.  You  mentioned  that  you  generally  substituted  restraint  by  means  of  the  attendants, 
for  the  use  of  the  padded  room? — Yes. 

3583.  You  stated  that  you  knew  of  no  bad  results  from  the  exercise  of  physical  force  on 
the  part  of  the  attendants  towards  the  patients  ; do  you  mean  by  physical  force  a struggle 
continued  between  the  patients  and  the  attendants  ?— Not  at  all. 

Inli  q fire-Places  i'\the  rooms  of  the  patients?— Generally. 

Yes  • aiwajs™at  ***  °aSe  a Pat*ent  being  ill,  you  can  have  a fire  made  in  his  room?— 

3586. ^ Can  you  make  a rough  guess  as  to  the  relative  proportions  of  the  religions  of  the 
various  inmates  of  the  establishment? — Yes;  the  great  majority  of  them  are  Protestants; 
a « -Tr  °Ut  °f  fort.y-fiTe  are  Roman  Catholics. 

. 3587.  I see  that  in  1854,  one  of  the  inmates  committed  suicide ; will  you  state  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  occurred  ?— The  lady  had  been  only  two  or  three  days 
un  er  oui  care,  and  at  the  time  she  came  in  was  very  uneasy  and  very  distressed;  we 
watched  her  particularly,  and  had  given  strict  charges  to  the  maid  that  was  sleeping  in  the 
i om  with  her,  as  well  as  to  the  maid  attending  on  her  in  the  day-time,  to  be  very 
careful  about  her.  The  one  maid  relieved  the  other  in  attendance.  The  maid  who  had 
been  in  attendance  (luring  the  night,  left  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  to  call  the  other,  and 
on  this  occasion  while  she  was  away  for  only  a few  minutes,  she  found  on  her  return  the 
lady  suspended  from  the  bedpost.  She  had  been  absent  only  about  five  minutes.  AH  this 
is  on  the  depositions  that  were  taken  before  the  coroner. 


Belleview  Private  Asylum. 

Richard  Gregory,  Esq.,  Sui'geon,  sworn  and  examined. 

y0”*1-®  Pl'9P™tor  of  a licensed  louse  for  the  reception  of  insane  patients 
near  the  City  of  Dubhn  ?_Tes,  Belleview. 

J!'  ?“Te  y™  be“  W connected  with  that  establishment  ?— Better  than  three  years, 

“mSSKyg for  ““y  years  ^ 

I®  Has  establishment  visited  regularly  by  the  inspectors?— Tos;  they  come  at 
different  mtery*,  sometimes  more  fre4uently  thai  at  otheis. 

“ey  you  at  least  twice  within  the  year  ?— Oh,  certainly. 
d532.  for  what  number  of  patients  is  your  establishment  licensed  ?— Forty. 
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3593.  What  is  the  present  number  of  inmates ?— Twenty-two  males,  and  ten  females: 
there  were  thirty-five  altogether  on  the  1st  of  January. 

3594.  What  quantity  of  ground  is  attached  to  the  institution  available  for  patients  to  take 
recreation  in'? — I should  say  twelve  acres;  but  all  the  patients  have  not  access  to  that. 
The  convalescent  walk  out  there  alone,  and  others  with  attendants.  All  patients  have 
access  to  three  acres. 

3595.  Is  there  a medical  journal  kept  in  the  establishment,  according  to  the  form  in 
Schedule  G of  the  Act?— Yes. 


Dublin. 

Belleview  Private 
Asylum. 

K.  Gregory,  Esq. 
Number  of  patients  j 
general  arrange- 
ments. 


3596.  Is  there  a patients’  book  also  kept  as  required  by  the  Act  ? — No;  there  is  a visitors’ 
book  and  the  visiting  Inspector’s  book  regularly  kept. 

3597.  Do  the  Inspectors  enter  their  visits  therein  and  observations,  at  the  periods  of  their 
visits? — Not  always;  they  make  three  or  four  visits  sometimes,  and  on  the  third  or  fourth 
occasion  they  make  entries  for  all. 

3598.  Is  your  institution  supplied  with  shower-baths,  and  such  like  ? — Yes. 

3599.  Is  it  also  provided  with  water-closets  ? — There  is  only  one  water-closet ; but  there 
are  general  necessaries. 

3600.  AVas  the  building  originally  constructed  for  an  asylum  ? — It  was  originally  a private 
residence,  and  my  father  adapted  it  for  the  purpose  of  an  asylum. 

3601.  Are  there  any  padded  rooms  for  violent  patients?— There  was  a room  built  for  such  Treatment  of  violent 

patients,  but  my  father  never  completed  it.  cases. 

3602.  Is  seclusion  at  all  practised  in  Ihe  institution? — There  is  a large  place  where  a Eestraint. 
patient  that  is  violeut  can  walk  about  and  be  alone. 

3603.  Is  it  so  fitted  up  that  he  would  be  unable  to  do  injury  to  himself? — It  is  not 
padded. 

3604.  AVliat  is  your  mode  of  dealing  with  very  violent  cases? — To  avoid  all  exciting 
causes ; leave  the  patients  as  much  as  possible  to  themselves,  and  treat  them  as  kindly  as  can 
be  done. 

3605.  Are  mechanical  restraints  used  ? — Vei-y  rarely,  and  when  at  all  only  for  a short 
period,  during  a paroxysm. 

3606.  AVhat  mechanical  restraints  are  used  ? — The  muff,  leather  gloves. 

3607.  In  whose  custody  are  the  means  of  restraint  kept? — They  are  in  charge  of  a 
confidential  servant. 

3608.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  the  attendants  to  administer  shower-baths  to  patients, 
without  your  knowledge  ? — No ; they  never  do.  Patients  ask  me  sometimes  to  get  shower- 
baths.  Every  patient  gets  a reclining  bath  each  week. 

3609.  Is  a patient  when  he  is  in  a violent  state  removed  from  the  society  of  the  other 
patients  ? — Yes ; I believe  when  you  visited  the  house  I showed  you  a patient  who  had  a 
yard  to  himself. 

3610.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  visit,  there  was  a patient  under  restraint 
in  the  sitting  room  ? — Yes ; he  is  very  mischievous,  and  also  dangerous.  He  has  been  in 
the  asylum  some  twenty  years. 

3611.  Do  you  ever  practise  seclusion  in  those  cases? — Never. 

3612.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  religious  attendance  upon  the  patients? — A Arrangements  for 
Catholic  clergyman  attends.  The  place  is  open  to  him  to  visit  the  patients  of  his  persuasion.  relig10US  worship. 

The  Protestant  clergyman  also  visits,  and  those  who  are  able  to  go  to  church  do  so. 

Patients  of  other  persuasions  are  visited  by  clergymen.  The  Homan  Catholic  clergyman  is 
paid  for  his  attendance  by  me. 

3613.  Can  you  give  a rough  estimate  of  the  proportions  of  the  various  religious  persuasions 
in  your  institution  ? — The  majority  are  Roman  Catholics. 

3614.  Are  the  apartments  usually  provided  with  fire-places? — The  majority  are.  In 
twenty  of  the  apartments  for  gentlemen  there  are  fire-places,  and  in  eight  none.  In  ten 
of  the  rooms  for  ladies  there  ai’e  fire-places,  and  five  rooms  are  without  them. 

3615.  AVliat  employments  and  amusements  are  provided  for  the  patients? — There  are  Amusements;  rates 
books,  and  many  have  their  own  musical  instruments,  which  they  prefer ; they  have  walking  of  payment,  &c. 
exercise,  driving ; some  have  horses  and  cars. 

3616.  What  is  the  payment  you  usually  receive? — I get  for  one  patient  £270  a-year ; 
from  others  I get  as  low  as  £25.  The  average  is  £80  a-year. 

3617.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  in  the  country  generally  there  is  a considerable  number  of 
persons  who  are  above  the  class  of  paupers,  but  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  maintenance 
in  private  asylums  ? — I think  there  is. 

3618.  Do  you  form  that  opinion  from  having  had  many  applications  for  admission  at 
reduced  rates,  which  you  were  obliged  to  reject  ? — Yes;  I have  had  a good  many  applica- 
tions made  to  mo  for  admission  at  reduced  sums. 

3619.  Have  you  ever  had  any  cases  of  suicide  in  your  establishment  ? — Never ; nor  any 
accident,  I am  happy  to  say. 

3620.  I believe  the  licences  are  taken  out  annually  at  Quarter  Sessions  ? — Y es ; in  the 
month  of  October. 

3621.  Are  any  interrogatories  put  to  you,  or  any  inquiries  made  by  the  magistrate  relative 
to  the  working  of  the  asylum  or  other  matters  ?— The  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums, 
must  be  before  the  magistrate  at  the  time.  So  far  as  I am  concerned,  they  never  have  had 
occasion  to  find  fault. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin. 


Jiumpstcail  Private 
Asylum  (near  Dublin). 

J.  Eustace, Esq.  ,»i.d.  , 
F.K.Q.C.P.I. 


Number  of  inmates ; 
tlie  building  and 
ground. 


The  orders  for  the 
detention  of  patients. 


Visits  of  the 
Inspectors. 


The  asylum  records. 


Baths. 


Treatment  of  violent 
patients. 


Dublin,  15th  January,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Hampstead  Private  Asyldm  (near  Dublin). 

John  Eustace,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.k.q.c.f.i.,  affirms,  and  is  examined. 

3622.  I believe  you  and  your  brother  are  the  proprietors  of  a licensed  bouse  for  the 
reception  of  the  insane,  called  Hampstead? — Yes. 

3623.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  such  institutions  ? — My  brother  and 
myself  are  the  proprietors  for  the  last  year  of  the  establishment,  and  before  that,  we 
superintended  it  since  1846. 

3624.  For  how  many  inmates  is  your  house  licensed? — It  is  licensed  at  present  for 
thirty-six ; twenty-three  males  and  thirteen  females. 

3625.  What  is  the  present  number  of  inmates? — Twenty-seven ; eighteen  males  and 
nine  females. 

3626.  Is  the  establishment  one  connected  building,  or  is  it  rather  composed  of  several 
detached  buildings  ? — Several  buildings. 

3627 . What  quantity  of  ground  attached  to  the  asylum  is  accessible  to  the  patients  ?— 
About  twenty-five  statute  acres. 

3628.  On  applying  for  the  renewal  of  your  licence,  is  any  inquiry  made  by  the  magistrate 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  establishment  ? — The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  for  the  year  are 
usually  laid  before  the  magistrate,  but  there  was  no  remark  made  upon  them,  they  were 
satisfactory. 

3629.  Are  all  the  inmates  detained  in  your  establishment,  placed  there  by  proper 
authority;  are  the  orders  in  due  form  ? — Yes. 

3630.  On  the  visit  of  the  Commissioners,  it  appeared  there  was  a lunatic  in  the  asylum, 
with  reference  to  whom  there  was  only  one  medical  certificate,  and  no  order  ? — He  was 
removed  to  our  asylum  from  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  where  he  had  been  previously  sent,  and 
we  got  a letter  from  one  of  the  inspectors,  Dr.  Nugent,  authorizing  the  giving  him  over  to 
our  custody  and  care.  That  letter  we  left  with  Dr.  Corbet,  of  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  and 
Dr.  Corbet  afterwards  sent  the  medical  certificate.  I signed  a paper  also,  stating  I had 
received  the  lunatic  into  my  custody. 

3631.  Do  the  inspectors  frequently  visit  your  establishment? — They  do  visit  it 
frequently. 

3632.  How  often  in  the  year  ? — They  are  irregular  as  to  the  periods  of  visiting,  and 
sometimes  nearly  six  months  might  elapse  without  a visit  from  them.  Then  we  may  have 
two,  three,  or  four  visits  in  quick  succession.  Altogether  I think  the  average  of  their  visits 
would  be  probably  at  least  six  times  a year. 

. 3633.  Do  they  make  records  of  those  visits  in  the  inspector’s  visiting  book  ? — Only  at 
times  when  they  consider  it  necessary. 

3634.  There  is  such  a book  kept? — Yes. 

3635.  Is  there  a regular  medical  journal  kept  ? — There  is  not  now,  but  there  was  up  to  a 
certain  date,  when  we  left  it  off,  having  been  advised  that  it  did  not  apply  to  our  establish- 
ment. It  was  kept  up  to  the  13th  March,  1854.  We  thought  it  applied  only  to  establish- 
ments the  proprietors  of  which  were  not  medical  men. 

3636.  By  whom  were  you  advised  that  it  was  not  necessary  ? — By  Mr.  Peet,  who  is  a 

practising  barrister.  ■ 

tS  ?ere  a Patieuts’  book  kept,  as  required  by  the  Act?— There  is. 
t Lre  a reou^ar  entry  of  the  patients  admitted,  as  required  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 
. “*ere  anJ  case-book  kept  by  you,  showing  the  treatment  of  patients  in  case  of 

bodily  illness,  apart  from  insanity  ? — No,  there  was  not  a regular  case-book ; there  were 
notes  taken  at  times..  There  is  not  a regular  prescription  book. 

3640.  Then  there  is  no  book  which,  in  the  event  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  proprietor 
or  medical  attendant,  would  indicate  what  might  have  been  the  treatment  of  different  sick 
patients  . No;  there  is  not.  We  have  now  got  a book  for  the  purpose,  and  are  about 
keeping  a regular  case-book.  We  have  done  so  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioners, 
when  they  visited,  that  we  ought  to  keep  such  a book. 

3641.  Is  the  establishment  provided  with  baths? Yes. 

o‘  ^ re  house,  or  in  a detached  building  ? — They  are  in  a detached  building. 

3643.  Are  shower-baths  much  used  ? — No  ; they  are  not,  except  in  summer.  They  are 
tofficappli^Ltio' • 1)Urpose  of  hnproving  the  bodily  health  of  the  patients  with  us,  as  a 

3644.  Are  the  attendants  enabled  to  give  shower  or  other  baths  to  the  patients,  without 
reterence  to  the  attending  physician  of  the  establishment  ?— They  are  not. 

b45.  Is  there  any  room  or  rooms  set  apart  for  violent  patients,  such  as  padded  rooms? 
o specially.  We  use  one  of  the  common  bed-rooms  for  the  purpose,  whenever  it  is 
necessary ; a bed-room  with  the  furniture  removed  out  of  it,  or  more  frequently  the  patient’s 
own  bed-room,  in  which  case  the  furniture  would  not  be  removed.  When  I say  the  furniture 
is  removed,  1 should  state  that  it  is  very  seldom  done.  We  have  not  had  to  use  a room 
m that  way  tor  more  than  a year. 
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Hampstead  Private 
Asylum  (near  Dublin'). 
J.  Eustace,  Esq.,  m.d. 


! Arrangements  for 
, religious  worsliip. 


3646.  What  treatment  do  you  apply  in  the  cases  of  violent  patients  ? — We  give  in  the  first 
place  general  directions  to  the  attendants  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  patient, 
to  allow  him  as  much  licence  as  can  possibly  be  done,  so  as  not  to  appear  to  be  taking  too 
much  notice  of  him,  to  use  all  possible  forbearance ; and  in  case  they  find  they  cannot 
manage  a patient,  they  are  to  come  and  tell  us  immediately.  I usually  leave  an  additional 
number  of  attendants  in  such  cases ; besides  we  generally  use  medical  means.  We  give 
sedatives,  and  sometimes  porter,  and  wine  even  in  cases  of  great  violence. 

3647.  Supposing  cases  of  patients  labouring  under  violent  paroxysms,  and  with  respect 
to  whom  those  remedies  could  have  no  immediate  effect,  what  is  the  course  you  adopt 
for  quieting  them  ?— If  a patient  is  totally  unmanageable,  we  give  directions  to  try  and  get 
that  patient  to  remain  in  his  own  room ; if  very  violent,  with  the  furniture  removed  into  one 
of  the  other  rooms,  as  I stated  before,  for  a short  time.  We  see  the  patient  soon  after.  In 
answering  that  question  I can  only  tell  you  from  recollection  what  we  have  done  in  those 
very  violent  cases.  We  do  not  often  meet  them. 

3648.  Is  mechanical  restraint  used  in  the  asylum  ? — Not  at  all. 

3649.  In  a case  where  a patient  is  removed  to  his  own  room  as  you  have  stated,  is  there 
not  danger  of  his  hurting  himself  against  the  wall,  or  by  means  of  some  of  the  furniture  ? 

— We  don’t  find  it  occurs. 

3650.  Is  the  establishment  provided  with  water-closets  ?— It  is  partially  provided  with  Means  of  heating, 
water-closets.  That  portion  of  it  which  is  occupied  by  the  ladies  is.  The  gentlemen’s  &c- 

house  is  not. 

3651.  Are  the  rooms  generally  provided  with  fire-places  ? — About  one -fourth  of  the  bed- 
rooms are. 

3652.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  heating  the  house? — Yes;  portions  of  the 
establishment  are  heated  by  warm  air. 

3653.  What  amusements  are  provided  for  the  patients  ?— They  have  periodicals,  books,  Amusements, 
newspapers  and  writing ; the  periodicals  are  regularly  taken.  And  they  have  athletic 

games,  quoits,  poles,  backgammon,  chess,  cards,  aud  music. 

3654.  What  arrangements  arc  made  for  religious  attendance  on  the  patients? — The 
Protestant  clergyman  attends  at  the  establishment  and  performs  religious  service  for  the 
patients  at  irregular  intervals,  usually  not  less  than  once  a month.  The  Catholic  clergyman 
visits  the  establishment,  and  such  of  the  patients  as  arc  fit  to  do  so  attend  church  and 
chapel,  accompanied  by  the  matron,  or  some  of  the  attendants. 

3655.  How  many  patients  on  an  average  go  out  to  religious  worship  on  Sundays? — I 
could  not  say  more  than  one,  on  an  average  ; on  some  occasions  there  are  three  or  four, 
and  sometimes  none  at  all.  There  was  not  one  on  last  Sunday. 

3656.  If  a patient  expressed  a desire  to  go  to  a place  of  worship,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  state  of  his  health  to  prevent  him,  or  that  would  lead  you  to  suppose  the 
excitement  of  a house  of  worship  would  be  injurious  to  him,  would  any  obstacle  be  raised 
to  his  going  ? — No  obstacle  whatever. 

3657.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  religious  communication  with  the 
patients? — We  think,  where  it  is  judiciously  conducted,  it  is  rather  beneficial.  We  have 
found  it  so- 

3658.  State  the  maximum  and  minimum  sums  you  receive  for  patients  ? — Excluding  the 
persons  we  have  kept  at  a low  rate  on  the  ground  of  charity,  the  lowest  payment  which  we 
receive  is  £40  a-year  at  present,  and  the  highest  is  £150 . 

3659.  Have  you  frequently  had  applications  to  receive  patients  of  the  middle  class  into 
your  establishment,  whom  you  were  obliged  to  refuse,  they  being  unable  to  pay  a sufficient 
sum  for  their  maintenance  ? — Yes. 

3660.  Can  you  form  any  idea  of  what  becomes  of  those  cases ; are  they  kept  still  in  their 
private  residences,  or  do  they  seek  admission  as  paupers  into  district  asylums,  or  elsewhere  ? 

— They  are  usually  taken  into  some  of  the  other  private  asylums  at  a lower  rate,  or  into 
the  district  asylum. 

3661.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  a large  class  who  cannot  be  considered  paupers, 
but  who  at  the  same  time  are  really  unable  to  pay,  from  their  limited  means,  a remunerative 
sum  for  their  maintenance  in  a licensed  establishment  ? — Yes  ; that  is  my  opinion.  It  is  of 
course  on  the  understanding  that  they  would  be  properly  treated. 

3662.  Are  you  accustomed  to  restrain  patients  mechanically'? — Not  for  the  last  twelve 
years.  Within  that  time  there  was  an  exception  in  this  way  : in  the  case  of  a patient  who 
refused  to  take  food,  the  stomach-pump  was  used  to  administer  food,  and  restraint  was  used 
during  the  introduction  of  the  tubo.  We  have  a strait  waistcoat,  which  came  to  the  asylum 
on  a patient.  I may  answer  that  we  never  use  mechanical  restraint. 

3663.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  in  your  establishment  are  of  the  Established 
Church  ? — About  twenty  of  the  number  belong  to  the  Established  Church. 


Charge  for  patients ; 
cases  of  persons  who 
could  not  pay  the 
regular  charge,  (fee. 


Hartfield  Private  Asylum,  at  Drumcondra. 

William  Lynch,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.b.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

3664.  I believe  you  are  the  proprietor  of  a licensed  house  called  Hartfield,  at  Drum- 
condra ?—I  am. 

3665.  For  what  number  is  it  licensed? — For  fifty;  twenty-five  males,  and  twenty-five 
females. 

forty  t^  ^at  is  the  present  number  of  inmates  ? — Twenty-one  of  each  sex  ; in  all  Number  of  patients. 


Hartfield  Private 
Asylum,  at 
Drumcondra. 
WiUiamLyncli.Esq. , 

M.D.,  F.H.C.B.I. 
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3667.  When  was  your  licence  last  renewed  ? — In  October  last.  It  is  for  twelve  months 
from  the  time  of  its  being  granted. 

3668.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  an  institution  of  this  kind? — I have  been 
the  proprietor  of  Hartfield,  thirteen  years  last  September. 

3669.  Is  the  institution  regularly  visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  ? — It  is  frequently 

visited  by  them.  ^ 

3670.  IIow  often  in  the  year? — I think,  last  year,  it  was  visited  about  six  times. 

3671-  Do  they  make  entries  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit,  in  the  Inspectors’  visiting 

book  ? — Not  on  every  occasion ; on  some  occasions  they  do,  and  at  other  visits  they  do  no't 
report. 

3672.  Do  they  examine  the  orders  and  medical  certificates,  to  sec  that  everything  relative 
to  the  detention  of  the  patients  is  according  to  law  ? — They  do  occasionally  durin°-  the 
year,  but  not  on  all  occasions. 

3673.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  visit,  it  appeared  that  in  one  instance  there 
was  no  order  ? — I believe  I explained  at  that  time  that  the  patient  had  come  in  for  some 
property,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  ordered  her  to  be  sent  to  a private  asylum  from  the 
Richmond,  where  she  had  been  for  some  years.  One  of  the  Inspectors  asked  me  would 
I take  her,  I said  yes,  and  they  stated  a medical  certificate  would  not  be  required  under 
the  circumstances,  but  I have  got  a medical  certificate  since. 

3674.  There  were  two  other  cases  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  medical  certificate  ? 
— In  one  case  there  was  a certificate,  signed  by  the  Committee  of  the  person.  As  the  case 
came  from  another  institution,  and  as  the  person  was  a Chancery  patient,  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  to  have  the  certificate. 

3675.  How  is  it  officially  communicated  to  you  that  parties  are  Chancery  patients? 

On  signing  the  ordinary  certificate  it  is  always  mentioned,  and  also  how  long  the  party 
has  been  under  the  Commission.  In  the  one  case,  Dr.  Harty,  to  whom  the  patient  was 
originally  entrusted,  had  the  original  certificate.  It  was  with  the  knowledge,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  two  inspectors  the  patient  was  transferred  to  me.  The  second  of  the  cases 
you  have  last  referred  to,  is  not  a Chancery  patient.  He  was  many  years  at  Dr.  llarty’s, 
and  was  transferred  to  me  by  his  brother,  who  is  the  next  of  kin  , and  the  Inspectors  were 
aware  of  this  also.  He  came  without  any  additional  medical  certificate  the  day  after  the  last- 
mentioned  patient,  and  Dr.  Harty  holds  the  medical  certificate. 

3676.  Ho  you  keep  a regular  registry  of  the  patients  who  arc  received  into  your  estab- 
lishment ? — I do. 

3677.  Do  you  keep  a medical  journal  according  to  Schedule  G of  the  Act?— I do  not; 
and  it  is  considered  that  does  not  apply  to  cases  where  the  proprietor  of  an  establishment 
is  a medical  man. 


Extent  of  grounds 
baths ; means  of 
heating. 


Restraint;  treat- 
ment of  violent 


Means  of  recreation, 


3678.  Do  you  keep  a patients’  book,  as  required  by  tlio  Act? — I do. 

' 3679.  What  is  the  extent  of  ground  attached  to  your  establishment,  which  is  accessible 

to  the  patients  ? — The  garden,  about  an  acre  and  a quarter,  and  there  is  a lawn  in  which 
the  quiet  patients  can  walk  ; altogether  there  are  five  or  six  Irish  acres.  None  but  the 
quiet  patients  enjoy  the  advantage  of  the  lawn.  The  others  are  confined  to  their  own 
garden,  and  they  occasionally  take  a walk  through  the  country,  along  the  road. 

3680  Is  your  house  supplied  with  baths?— Yes;  it  is  supplied  with  tin  baths,  and 
shower-baths. 

3681.  Is  there  any  fixed  bath,  with  water  laid  on?— No. 
l ™re  t^ere  any  means  of  giving  a bath  to  a patient,  except  by  means  of  the  slipper- 

yr  a Gr°i a,e  not*  **  *8  moved  fr°m  room  to  room,  according  as  it  is  required. 

3083.  Are  the  rooms  generally  provided  with  fire-places  ?— Ail  the  sitting-rooms  are 
^r0J?oi  7 1 fire-places,  and  all  the  bed-rooms,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four. 

3084.  Is  there  any  padded  room  for  secluding  patients  in  ?— No,  I have  not  one ; I did 
not8e?  a5-7  aecessity  for  it.  I would  have  one  mado  if  I saw  that  it  was  required. 

. 3bbo-  ”liat  “casures  of  restraint,  if  any,  are  used  with  regard  to  violent  patients  ?_It 
is  very  seldom  I use  restraint,  even  with  violent  patients.  The  muff  is  very  rarely  used.  I 
SUSSrG f°r  sevei'al  J'eaTs  without  having  a strait  waistcoat  in  the  house. 

„ Jiie  event  of  a patient  being  in  a violent  paroxysm,  which  in  the  course  of  time 

must  occur  in  almost.  all  asylums,  what  means  do  you  take  for  quieting  such  a patient?— 
Ihe  moral  treatment  is  by  placing  them  in  a middle-sized  room,  well  ventilated,  andremoving 
myself  urmture  ^rom  "where  they  are  watched  by  the  attendants,  and  visited  by 

protection  has  a patient  against  injuring  himself  in  such  an  apartment, 
-at  thAfa1ls  a,re  not  Padded  ?— There  is  always  an  attendant  within  call  to 
&nri  n&  *he  kmd,  and  I never  had  any  case  of  injury. 

..  ' hen  you  speak  of  a patient  being  confined  in  a room,  do  you  mean  that  the 

nrW  -ant  rernams  Wlt,h  him  in  the  room  ? — Sometimes  inside,  but  mostly  outside,  in  an 
X to  a’®strahit,  I have  a muff  at  present,  and  lately  within  six  or  seven 
o(.s  ’ a waistcoat,  which  I thought  necessary  on  one  occasion, 
in  whom  1 haveconfid1"6  t^°Se  “strunients  of  restraint  deposited  ? — Generally  an  attendant 

n^l9t,-,i0Tade?cetllat  the  Me  wflI  not  abused?— Such  an  abuse  could  not  well 

“ ™°' >*  “7  knowing  it,  I am  there  so  constantly. 

>' hat  means  of  recreation  are  provided  for  tbe  patients  ?_They  have  reading, 

■ “ nercise  through  the  country : such  as  are  fit,  digging,  planting  potatoes,  for 
n amusement ; they  have  occasionally  cards,  bagatelle,  and  conversation. 
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3692.  Practically  do  the  patients  avail  themselves  of  these  means  of  recreation  ? — I find 
they  are  very  reluctant  to  do  so  ; very  few  will  avail  themselves  of  them. 

3693.  Arc  they  provided  with  any  musicalinstrnments? — There  were  musical  instruments, 
but  they  were  broken  almost  immediately  on  their  being-  got.  There  is  a piano. 

369-1.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  religious  attendance  upon  the  patients  ? — We 
have  an  oratory,  and  there  is  a regular  attendance  of  clergy  every  Sunday  and  holiday. 

*3695.  ¥ou  mean  a Roman  Catholic  oratory? — Yes. 

3696.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  your  establishment  are  not  Roman  Catholics  ? 

—I  have  only  four  or  five  Protestants. 

3697-  What  arrangements  are  mado  for  religious  attendance  upon  those  who  are  not  Religious ministra- 

Catholics? I have  proposed  to  have  a parish  clergyman  there,  but  nearly  on  all  occasions  tions- 

I was  told  it  was  quite  useless ; and  the  clergyman  himself  told  me  that  from  the  state  of 
mind  of  the  person  I called  him  to,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  come  again.  I allowed 
patients,  when  able,  to  go  to  church,  and  several  have  gone.  Some  went  regularly  to  the 
Rev.  Jilr.  Gregg’s  church,  in  Lower  Gardiner-street,  and  others  to  Drumcondra  church. 

3698.  State  the  maximum  and  minimum  sums  received  for  patients  ? — I think  the  highest  Rates  of  charge, 
at  present  is  £120,  and  there  arc  some  poor  relations  that  I take  very  low,  they  being 

unable  to  pay.  The  lowest  of  those  is  about  £20.  I have  one  at  that  sum,  but  the  lowest 
ordinary  charge  is  thirty  guineas,  and  I have  rarely  any  at  that  sum. 

3699.  These  are  the  cases  you  take  as  a matter  of  business? — Yes. 

8700.  Have  you  frequently  had  applications  for  the  reception  of  patients  who  were  Cases  of  persons 
unable  to  pay  a sum  that  would  remunerate  you  for  your  maintenance  and  care  of  them  ? ,,.nable  to  P ay  the 
—Yes;  I have  had  a good  number  of  applications  from  such  persons.  c iarse‘ 

3701.  What  generally  becomes  of  those  cases? — I have  known  some  to  go  into  other 
private  establishments.  I don’t  know  what  becomes  of  the  generality  of  them. 

3702.  Is  there  any  case-book  or  prescription-hook  kept  with  reference  to  the  ordinary 
bodily  ailments  of  the  patients  ? — There  is  no  prescription-book  ; there  is  a case-hook  in 
which  I enter  any  thing  particular.  It  is  more  a note-book  than  a case-book. 

3703.  Have  you  had  many  patients  who  arc  lunatics  under  Commissions  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ? — I have  had  a good  many. 

3704.  In  those  cases  the  arrangement  is  made  with  yon  by  the  Committee  of  the  lunatic  ? 

— Yes,  by  the  Committee. 

3705.  Is  there  anything  defective  in  the  law  as  regards  the  custody  and  care  of  such  Chancery  patients 
lunatics  ?— So  far  as  their  maintenance  is  concerned,  I think  there  is  a great  deficiency.  I state  of  the  Iaw- 
have  known  cases  where  the  lunatic  had  a maintenance  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Chancery, 

we  will  say  in  round  numbers,  of  £150  per  year.  The  Committee  will  generally  make  as 
hard  a bargain  as  he  possibly  can  with  the  proprietor  of  an  asylum,  and  even  after  doing 
that  will  not  pay  him  regularly.  In  a great  many  instances  I think  a great  deficiency 

is,  that  when  Committees  are  passing  their  accounts  annually  the  receipt  of  those  persons 
having  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  lunatic  is  not  sufficiently  regarded,  or  at  least  I don’t 
think  it  is  ever  asked  for ; and  tho  Committee  takes  credit  for  the  full  amount  allowed  by  the 
Court,  and  gets  that  credit  without  its  being  known  whether  the  medical  man  or  other 
person  having  the  charge  of  the  patient,  is  paid  or  not.  I have  known  cases  in  which  I sus- 
tained heavy  loss,  I did  not  get  what  was  due  to  me  for  the  maintenance  of  patients.^  The 
money  was  not  paid  regularly  during  the  lifetime,  and  after  the  death  of  a lunatic,  the 
proprietor  of  the  asylum  is  generally  not  paid. 

3706.  In  the  case  to  which  you  refer,  a contract  for  the  maintenance  of  the  patient 
having  been  made  with  you  by  the  Committee,  would  you  not  have  a ready  remedy 
against  the  person  who  entered  into  that  agreement  with  you? — I believe  not ; it  is  to  the 
property  of  the  lunatic  you  have  to  look.  In  a case  that  occurred  lately,  there  was  nearly 
ample  means  in  court  to  pay  me  the  balance  duo  to  me  on  the.  death  of  the  lunatic.  The 
payment  was  let  to  fall  into  arrear  by  the  Committee,  and  I applied  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
through  my  solicitor,  for  the  money  in  Court.  The  Chancellor  ordered  me  £100  out  of 

it,  leaving  a balance  in  Court,  with  the  proviso  that  I would  bring  the  Committee  before 
the  Court,  and  make  him  pass  his  account,  and  lodge  the  balance  due  by  him.  I was  driven 
to  that  in  order  to  get  the  rest  of  the  money,  about  £70.  I was  obliged  to  urge  him  to 
pass  his  account,  and  the  expense  of  my  application  exactly  absorbed  the  sum  that  remained 
in  Court  to  the  credit  of  the  estate,  and  which  would  have  paid  me  off.  My  solicitor,  1 
oppose,  has  got  that  money.  The  Committee  is  insolvent,  and  his  two  sureties  are 
insolvent,  and  I am  left  unpaid  the  balance.  The  solicitor’s  bill  of  costs  came  to  about 
£60,  and  I suppose  be  bas  got  the  balance  out  of  Court.  Another  great  grievance  connected 
with  Chancery  patients  is  the  great  neglect  by  the  Committees  of  the  clothing  of  the  patients. 

They  appear  to  think  every  farthing  given  for  a lunatic  is  thrown  away.  I nave  one  case, 
at  present,  in  the  house,  of  a lunatic  who  is  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  with  upwards  of 
£2,000  in  bank,  and  a nice  property  besides,  and  yet  I cannot  get  sufficient  clothing  for 
ter.  She  is  in  a most  disgraceful  state.  When  I asked  for  a warm  muff  or  cloak  for  her, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  winter,  I was  sent  a little  brown  mantle  that  w ould  scarcely 
fit  a child,  and  not  more  than  a pound  and  a-half  weight.  . . . 

37 07.  The  clothing  of  the  patients  in  your  establishment  is  not  included  m the  stipend  you 
receive  ?— No.  I may  add,  that  this  lady  has  not  been  out  of  the  house  for  some  weeks  or 
months,  in  consequence  of  not  having  sufficient  clothing.  I have  written  frequently  to 
the  Committee,  and  I always  got  a very  short  answer.  Arrears  of  maintenance  are  due  to 
me  also. 
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Bloomfield  Retreat. 

John  Moss,  Esq.,  affirms,  and  is  examined. 

3708.  I believe  you  are  the  superintendent  of  the  Bloomfield  Retreat  ? — Yes. 

3709.  I believe  that  is  an  institution  supported  by  the  Society  of  Friends? — Yes ; and 
belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

3710.  Will  you  describe  exactly  the  nature  of  that  institution? — It  is  an  asylum  for 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  first  instance,  and  if  there  are  vacancies  in  the 
institution  they  at  the  same  time  admit  individuals  belonging  to  other  communities. 

3711.  Are  the  members  of  other  persuasions  who  may  be  admitted  under  those  circum- 
stances received  on  the  same  terms? — No;  those  who  are  belonging  to  the  Society  of 
Friends  have  an  especial  claim  to  be  admitted  at  the  lowest  rate,  which  would  be  8s.  per 
week ; because  the  Society  in  the  first  place  subscribed  the  money  for  the  purchasing  of 
the  ground,  and  for  the  building,  and  soforth,  and  also  additional  sums  in  order  that  the 
additional  expenses  may  in  a great  measure  be  defrayed.  But  those  who  arc  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  the  Society  of  Friends  are  called  upon  to  pay  such  a sum  as  it  is  considered 
will  compensate  the  institution  for  the  care  and  the  necessary  expense  attending  upon  the 
case.  The  circumstances  of  the  parties  who  pay  for  the  individual  are  also  borne  in  mind. 

3712.  Is  the  institution  managed  or  conducted  by  a Committee  ? — The  institution  is 
managed  by  a Committee  of  twelve  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  meet  weekly 
at  the  institution  to  inspect  the  books,  and  also  the  various  accounts,  receipts,  and 
disbursements.  There  is  a Sub-committee  appointed  of  the  men  who  visit  the  institution 
at  least  two  or  three  times  during  the  month,  and  there  is  also  a Sub-committee  of  the 
ladies  who  do  the  same.  The  Sub-committees  visit  those  of  their  own  sox,  unless  there  are 
peculiar  circumstances  indeed  to  prevent  their  doing  so.  They  also  acquaint  themselves 
with  the  entire  working  of  the  institution — the  general  domestic  arrangements. 

3713.  By  whom  are  the  admissions  regulated  ? — Suppose  a person  was  about  to  seek  for 
admission,  in  the  first  place  application  is  made  to  me,  and  I acquaint  myself  with  the 
particulars  of  the  case,  and  see  whether  it  is  one  suitable  for  admission,  so  far  as  I am 
capable  of  judging  from  the  conversation  that  takes  place.  I also  acquaint  myself  with 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  individual,  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  probable 
requirements,  and  upon  those  circumstances  I state  to  the  individual  what  I consider 
it  is  very  likely  the  Committee  will  require.  It  might  be  £80,  or  £100,  or  £150, 
or  £200,  according  to  the  attendance  that  may  be  necessary  and  the  expense  that  may  be 
incurred.  Having  acquainted  myself  with  those  particulars,  I bring  the  case  before  the 
Committee,  at  their  meeting,  and  state  that  there  has  been  an  application  made  to  me  for 
the  admission  of  a patient,  and  I communicate  to  them  the  general  particulars  to  which  I 
nave  already  referred.  If  they  feel  satisfied  the  case  is  clear,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
lay  information  before  them,  they  authorize  me,  upon  the  production  of  two  medical 
certificates,  to  admit  the  individual,  and  upon  the  necessary  payment  in  advance  of  the 
sum  stipulated.  When  a patient  comes  I expect  to  receive  the  two  medical  certificates, 
and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  who  hold  their  meetings  weekly,  I lay  upon 
the  table  the  certificate  and  the  guarantee  for  the  payment,  and  any  other  information  that 
1 may  possess,  in  order  to  show  them,  as  far  as  we  are  capable  of  judging,  that  we  have 
acted  with  strict  integrity;  that  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  we  believe  the  case  is  a 

illsauitY  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  authorizing  us  to  receive  it. 

3 1 14.  Is  the  comae  you  have  sketched  that  which  is  pursued  with  reference  to  the 
reception  of  patients  who  are  not  members  of  the  Society? — Yes;  the  same  course  is 
pursued  m connexion  with  all  who  come  under  our  notice,  and  the  same  care  in  inquiring 
privately , if  we  can,  into  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  particulars.  I was  brought  up  as 
an  apothecary,  and  practised  for  many  years,  and  that  it  was  I believe  gave  me  a taste 
for  this  pursuit. 

*s.  Medical  Attendant? — Dr.  Joshua  Harvey  is  the  Medical  Attendant, 
andjJr.  Groker  is  frequently  consulted. 

^T1®*  J*0Tr  °ffccn  Dr.  Harvey  attend? — He  comes  upon  an  average  three  times  a 
week,  but  frequently  four,  five,  or  six  times  if  we  have  any  case  at  all  that  requires  it. 
W ever  less  I think  than  three  times,  if  we  are  all  quite  well.  And  in  other  cases,  if  we 
think  it  all  necessary,  we  call  in  Dr.  Croker,  or  any  other  medical  man  we  think  proper, 
regardless  of  any  expense. 

. , ^ l'  -^e  institution  is  not  considered  to  be  one,  I believe,  coming  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Private  Asylums  Act  ?— So  I understand. 

3 1 18.  I mean  that  it  is  not  a licensed  house  ? — It  is  not ; but  we  ai-e  regularly  visited  by 
the  Inspectors-General  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland. 

3119.  How  frequently  are  those  visits  made? — The  entries  made  in  the  book,  I think, 
are  not  very  frequent.  There  are  not  above  three  in  the  year,  as  entered  in  the  book ; 
but  . I ought  to  say  that  they  very  frequently  pay  visits  in  connexion  with  things  in  the 
institution;  for  instance,  suppose  a certificate  arrived,  I frequently  have  had  a visit  from 
one  of  them  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  case.  They  have  also  called  upon  me  to 
give  my  opinion,  from  my  experience,  of  the  various  cases  I have  had  under  my  care ; but 
those  visits  have  not  been  entered  in  the  book.  Though  they  are  important  to  us,  they  do 
n°o iq n 6t an7  entry  unless  they  have  gone  through  the  whole  establishment. 

of_u.  Is  the  establishment  provided  with  baths? — Yes;  we  have  warm  baths,  and  wo 
have  also  an  apparatus  for  shower-baths. 
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3721.  Can  a shower-bath  be  administered  to  any  patient  without  your  authority  ? — Not 
without  its  being  an  utter  violation  of  all  rule. 

3722.  Is  there  any  padded  room  for  the  seclusion  of  violent  patients  in  the  establish- 
ment ? — There  is  not. 

3723-  What  is  your  course  of  treatment  for  patients  who  may  get  into  violent  paroxysms 
and  require  to  he  restrained  ? — Well,  in  some  of  those  cases  where  they  become  exceedingly 
excited,  we  have  found  it  beneficial  to  put  them  into  a room  for  a short  time  alone,  and  in 
some  instances,  where  there  has  been  a reasonable  probability  that  they  would  do  injury  to 
themselves  or  to  others,  if  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that  such  was  very  likely  to  be  the 
case,  we  then,  under  those  circumstances,  which  very  rarely  occur,  use  the  strait  waistcoat. 
This  we  put  on  in  a very  loose  manner,  and  only  allow  it  to  remain  on  until  the  excitement 
is  gone  down;  but  I do  not  allow,  under  any  circumstances,  any  of  the  attendants  to  apply 
any  of  those  means  without  our  approbation,  and  I may  say  our  ordering  the  thing,  taking 
it  in  fact  upon  ourselves  and  in  consultation  with  our  physician. 

3724.  When  a patient  under  such  circumstances  is  confined  to  a room,  do  you  mean  a 
room  without  furniture  in  it,  or  an  ordinary  sleeping  room  ? — We  have  found  in  most  cases 
of  female  patients  that  putting  them  into  a bed-room  was  enough,  only  taking  out 
earthenware  ; but  in  cases  of  male  patients,  we  have  found  it  well  to  remove  all  articles, 
unless  the  bed  is  fastened  to  the  floor,  and  just  shut  the  door. 

3725.  Have  you  had  many  violent  cases  in  connexion  with  this  institution  ? — Yes;  I have 
had  some  exceedingly  violent  cases,  some  of  the  worst  of  cases;  and  some  of  the  worst  cases 
have  become  the  most  subdued,  the  most  orderly,  the  most  affectionate,  and  the  most 
respectful. 

3726.  How  long  have  you  been  in  connexion  with  this  establishment  ? — About  eight  years. 

3727-  Have  any  accidents  occurred  in  the  establishment  from  the  violence  of  patients 

during  that  period  ? — Not  any.  It  might  have  occurred  that  a patient  struck  another 
patient  on  one  occasion,  hut  nothing  resulted  from  it. 

3728.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  suicide? — Not  one.  "We  have  suicidal  patients,  very 
bad  cases.  We  have  some  most  determined  cases  of  suicide  mania. 

3729.  Have  they  attempted  suicide  ? — Yes ; and  we  have  had  homicidal  cases.  They 
made  attempts  upon  myself  in  three  instances. 

3730.  What  provision  is  made  for  religious  attendance  upon  the  patients? — The  religious 
attendance,  or  the  religious  care  of  the  patients,  appears  to  devolve  pretty  much  upon 
ourselves  as  the  head  of  the  household.  \Ve  endeavour,  as  far  as  we  are  capable,  to  difluso 
amongst  them  those  means  which  wo  believe  are  best  calculated  to  keep  alive  a religious 
feeling ; but  we  are  not  visited  by  any  ministers  of  other  denominations,  unless  a patient 
requires  it,  or  his  friends.  Wc  invariably  name  it  to  them  when  they  enter  the  house,  that 
if  they  wish  at  any  time,  subject  wo  would  dosire,  to  our  approval — we  do  not  make  that 
imperative — hut  subject  to  our  approval,  that  we  have  not  the  least  objection  to  the 
ministers  of  their  respective  religious  denominations  visiting  them. 

3731.  What  recreations  or  amusements  are  provided? — We  have  an  ample  provision  of 
books  of  various  kinds, agood  library,  and  also  a number  of  bookswhichwe  bring  to  the  house 
from  the  various  libraries  in  the  city  with  which  lam  connected.  We  have  daily  papers, 
London  papers,  various  serials,  journals,  and  periodicals,  as  many  as  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  read.  Wo  have  also  chess  boards,  bagatelle,  and  out-door  amusements,  gardening 
principally. 

3732.  What  extent  of  ground  is  accessible  to  the  patients  ? — There  arc  about  four  acres 
accessible  to  the  patients.  We  endeavour,  as  far  as  we  cau,  so  to  arrange  our  grounds  that 
they  may  be  made  available  for  the  patients,  and  if  they  are  not  in  a condition  to  enjoy 
one  garden,  they  may  another. 

3733.  Are  those  recreations  to  which  you  have  referred  frequently  made  use  of  by  the 
patients  ? — Indeed  they  arc  very  eager  about  them,  and  will  remind  me,  if  I am  one  day 
or  half  a day  without  them,  several  of  them  will  remind  me  that  they  have  not  seen  the 
Illustrated  London  News,  or  Chambers’s  Journal,  and  so  on.  The  amusements  of  the  ladies 
are  also  reading,  needlework,  fancy  work,  and  walking.  We  also  drive  them  out  when 
they  are  in  a state  fit  for  it,  to  give  them  country  exercise. 

3734.  Have  you  tried,  in  the  treatment  of  excited  patients,  the  benefit  of  seclusion  in  a 

padded  room  as  compared  with  the  imposition  of  mechanical  restraint  ? — I have  not,  as 
there  is  no  padded  room.  _ 

3735.  Tou  stated  £20  16s.  per  annum  is  the  lowest  sum  received? — Yes,  that  is  fixed  ; 
because  the  monthly  meeting  within  which  the  individual  resides  or  may  be  a member  of, 
subscribes  £100  in  its  collective  capacity ; it  then  has  a right  to  recommend  any  individual 
to  be  taken'  in  at  this  low  charge,  and  it  is  only  upon  this  special  recommendation  an 
individual  will  be  admitted  for  that  sum. 

3736.  Is  that  sum,  with  the  interest  upon  £100,  £3  a year,  supposed  to  pay  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  patients  ? — Certainly  not.  It  does  not  half  pay  for  it. 

3737.  How  is  the  balance  made  up  ? — At  tho  present  time  the  income  of  the  institution 
from  patients  who  are  paying  a remunerative  sum  for  the  care  and  attendance  bestowed 
on  them  makes  up  a portion  of  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  small  payments  for  other 
patients. 

3738.  Has  the  institution  any  other  source  of  income  except  that  from  the  payment  of 
patients?— There  is  a small  income,  but  it  is  very  trifling ; I think  it  is  not  above  £50  a year. 

3739.  How  many  patients  are  there  in  the  institution?— Twenty-four— eleven  males  and 
thirteen  females. 
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3740.  How  many  of  those  belong  to  the  Society  of  Friends  ? — About  one-half.  1 should 
state  that  £'20  16s.  is  the  lowest  sum  received  under  any  circumstances.  Some  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  are  paying  £78  a-year.  I think  about  four  pay  the  reduced 
sum ; they  are  needy  and  dependent  upon  the  Society.  The  others  pay  pretty  near  a 
remunerative  rate,  and  some  of  them  more. 

3741.  What  is  the  lowest  sum  for  which  patients  not  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
will  be  admitted  ? — £78  a year. 

3742.  Is  the  institution  rent  free? — Yes.  We  only  pay  about  £22  a-year  for  a portion 
of  a field.  The  rest  was  purchased  by  the  Society.  The  lands  and  buildings  cost  about 
£5,000.  Since  the  house  was  bought  a wing  has  been  built. 

3743.  Were  the  wings  built  by  contributions  or  money  accumulated  ? — The  house  and 
lands  were  bought  by  contributions,  and  a wing  in  the  first  instance  was  added,  and  an 
appeal  made  for  the  second  was  responded  to. 

3744.  Are  there  any  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  with 
reference  to  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — There  were  one  or  two  little  matters  that  I 
thought  this  might  be  a suitable  opportunity  of  referring  to.  1 was  looking  over  to-day  the 
object  of  your  important  Commission.  Two  or  three  points  have  often  come  under  my 
notice  in  connexion  with  my  position,  that  I thought  were  really  of  some  consequence.  The 
first  is  with  respect  to  medical  men  signing  medical  certificates  as  to  lunatics.  I think 
with  all  due  respect  to  you  and  to  them,  that  medical  certificates,  when  they  are  brought 
to  us  with  patients  who  are  to  be  received,  ought  to  state  the  length  of  time  that  has  been 
occupied  in  the  visit  to  the  patient  by  the  medical  man,  and  he  ought  also  to  state  in  the 
certificate  why  lie  deems  the  person  fit  to  be  confined  in  a lunatic  asylum.  We  receive 
medical  certificates  stating  “ I have  this  day  examined  so  and  so,  and  consider  him  a fit 
person  to  ho  confined  in  a lunatic  asylum,”  and  they  do  not  assign  to  us,  or  to  the  Inspectors- 
General,  or  any  one  else,  any  reason  whatever  for  this  statement.  1 make  this  observation 
because  I have  frequently  found  in  the  course  of  my  experience,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  it, 
that  medical  men,  I have  thought,  have  been  very  ignorant  on  the  subject  of  insanity.  It 
may  be  assuming  a good  deal,  but  this  is  the  result  of  my  experience  ; and  I think  medical 
men  rely  top  much  upon  the  statements  made  by  the  friends  of  patients,  as  to  the  insanity 
of  the  individual,  that  they  do  not  take  sufficient  time  and  bestow  sufficient  care  to  ascertain 
whether  the  case  to  which  their  attention  is  called  is  merely  one  of  moral  obliquity,  and 
therefore  responsible,  or  whether  it  is  bond  fide  a case  of  insanitj',  and  consequently 
irresponsible,  for  which  the  individual  ought  to  be  consigned  to  a lunatic  asylum.  This  has 
been  so  frequently  brought  before  my  mind  during  my  experience,  that  I have  inquired 
from  medical  men  who  have  signed  certificates,  upon  what  ground  they  did  so.  I believe 
it  to  be  a very  serious  thing  to  take  away  the  liberty  of  an  individual,  and  the  law  considers 
it  so,  and  therefore  the  grounds  for  such  a proceeding  should  be  very  clear.  Though  I 
was  aware  the  individual  was  insane,  I have  asked  the  medical  man  upon  what  ground  he 
believed  him  to  be  insane,  having  certified  him  to  he  such,  and  1 have  found  no  data  at  the 
time  sufficient  to  warrant  such  a proceeding,  and  I found  that  they  relied  a great  deal 
on  what  was  stated  to  them.  I think  that  is  a matter  that  calls  for  some  amendment, 
there  is  another  subject  which  has  appeared  to  me  to  ho  one  deserving  of  a little  notice. 
When  we  receive  a certificate  with  a patient,  we  send  copies  to  Dublin  Castle,  merely 
certifying  that  he  has  been  examined.  These  I sign,  and  say  I have  received  the  certificate. 
I thought  of  suggesting  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be  a much  safer  plan  to  have  the 
certificates  themselves  sent  to  Dublin  Castle,  and  initialled  by  the  inspectors-General,  and 

us,  } sen  mg  the  original  document,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  superintendent  or 
other  person  to  take  away  the  liberty  of  an  individual  irregularly,  although  apparently 
Kn  r W*  by-  furnishinS  Inspectors-General  with  that  which  is  only  a copy. 
Again  1 think  that  visiting  medical  officers  should  on  all  occasions  record  the  time  when 
SI?1;  the  P^P086  of  visiting,  also  the  time  when  they  leave;  and 

InHnn  7 +u°ri  • lc?ally  ye(luired  on  every  occasion  to  see  all  the  patients  in  the  insti- 
rr  VISltS  81°u!d  not  be  merely  just  calling  in,  but  that  they  should  be 
P , or  the  consequence  of  not  seeing  the  patients.  In  this  way  the  Inspectors- 
, bave  ,a  direc*  supervision  over  every  person  confined  as  insane.  The  medical 
man  should  also  make  regular  entries  of  the  state  of  any  patient  requiring  medical  treat- 
tor  be  abIe  ,t0  fumis!l  a history  of  the  case,  and  state  what  medicines  were 
:C,17  r T iim?V  , ?;emark  because  in  the  event  of  a Commission  de  lunatico 
inquii  endo,l  think  that  full  evidence  should  be  furnished  as  to  the  state  of  the  patient 
i5me  Ti  las.  been  c.onfined  in  an  asylum  before  the  issuing  of  the  Commission; 
t.r-  in  °7ld  e,UTl  a Jury  iudSe  whether  the  proper  time  was  come  when  they  might 
a ve™ict  that  would  show  they  considered  it  a permanent  case  of  insanity.  For 
L ! k 4lP°Se  1 think  such  evidence  as  I have  pointed  out  would  be  very  material.  There 

-i 1 . er  matter,  if  it  is  within  the  province  of  your  inquiry,  upon  which  I would 
visited  tW,  a T?4  °\.  t7°'  1 tbink  the  servants  of  the  asylums,  so  far  as  I have 
class  +W  +7nd  bav®  had  under  my  own  charge,  should  be  of  a better  educated 
moRf’  riiffionit  +U-  sboidd  be  better  paid  for  their  services,  for  we  find  it  one  of  the 
•would  -fin,!  +i,  bluSs  to  obtain  good  attendants.  If  this  improvement  was  effected,  we 
would  TOTTr-n,e+n^erv°^  excited  cases  requiring  padded  rooms  or  strait  waistcoats 
We  mainrit^n?  diminis1h-  M7  experience  has  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
carp  and  can7  ° • *?8e  caseB  that  require'such  appliances  have  resulted  from  the  want  of 
S5T5S1  t5S  ^atment  of  those  liable  to  become  excited.  A little-  thought  or  care 
on  tne  part  of  attendants  would  frequently  prevent  the  ebullitions  of  feeling  which  lead  to 
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the  necessity  of  resorting  to  those  appliances.  Another  thing  which  I have  observed  in 
connexion  with  those  people,  which  leads  me  to  think  they  ought  to  be  of  a better  class, 
and  much  better  paid,  is  that  their  duties  appear  to  incapacitate  them  to  some  extent  to 
maintain  themselves  at  any  other  employment  in  life.  There  is  a strong  tendency  in  them 
to  become  cither  inordinately  excited  or  extremely  depressed.  I have  had  some  servants 
under  me  whom  I found  it  necessary  to  got  removed  and  provided  for  elsewhere,  owing 
to  the  great  danger  there  was  of  them  becoming  insane,  from  their  constant  contact  with 
the  patients,  and  from  their  not  having  minds  so  trained  that  they  could  discipline  themselves 
to  guard  against  the  effect  ot  such  contact.  With  respect  to  restraint,  a subject  upon 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  I believe  it  is  necessary  in  some  cases,  where  patients  are  dis- 
posed to  injure  themselves  or  injure  others,  but  even  under  these  circumstances  I think 
a great  deal  of  care  and  discrimination  are  needed  as  to  its  application,  as  to  the  time  of 
its  duration,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the  restraint.  Again,  I have  observed  in  some 
asylums  servants  in  livery,  and  I have  a strong  objection  to  this,  as  my  experience  of  the 
insane  has  brought  me  to  the  conclusion,  in  reference  to  their  sensibility,  that  every  thing 
ought  to  be  avoided  that  has  any  thing-  of  the  appearance  of  criminal  detention.  I have 
heard  patients  complain  of  those  things. 

3745.  You  mean  servants  in  livery,  like  turnkeys  in  gaols? — I do.  Calling  them  keepers, 
and  putting  livery  on  them,  and  every  other  appearance  whatever  of  a criminal  character 
ought  to  be  strictly  avoided,  and  every  thing  ought  to  be  introduced  that  has  a moral  and 
decidedly  social  character,  approximating  as  nearly  as  possible  to  a well-ordered  house. 
There  is  one  remark  I would  like  to  make  with  respect  to  private  asylums.  It  would  be 
well,  I think,  if  individuals  applying  for  licences  to  conduct  private  asylums  were  to  satisfy 
the  authorities  who  have  the  power  of  granting  those  licences,  as  to  their  qualification  in 
respect  to  pecuniary  means.  We  find  in  our  own  experience,  that  it  requires  all  the  ability 
we  can  command  to  make  our  patients  and  servants  comfortable,  and  to  carry  out 
curative  purposes.  Where  an  asylum  is  carried  ou  as  a speculation,  or  in  a commercial 
way  more  than  any  thing  else,  it  is  likely  to  become  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  patients, 
and  a great  hardship  to  them  to  bo  exposed  to  such  circumstances.  Whilst  there  is  much 
required  to  be  done  for  asylums,  so  far  as  regards  the  enforcement  of  the  law,  in  order  to 
secure  for  the  insane  the  proper  care  they  require,  I think  there  is  also  a great  deal 
to  be  done  in  enlightening  the  public  mind  on  the  subject.  It  is  often  found  that  those  who 
have  ample  means  arc  very  unwilling  to  pay  a compensating  sum  for  their  friends,  if  they 
consider  them  not  curable  cases.  They  arc  apt  to  regard  the  case,  if  it  is  iucuvable,  rather  as 
a burden  than  any  thing  else,  and  they  express  a desire  that  the  patient  might  be  relieved 
from  Iris  sufferings,  and  themselves  from  the  payment.  I have  found  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  payment  from  parties  well  able  to  pay.  They  look  upon  it  in  this  light,  that  the 
lunatic  cannot  enjoy  any  thing,  that  he  is  incapacitated,  and  they  therefore  cut  down  the 
payment  to  as  little  as  possible.  I may  observe  that  I will  be  exceedingly  glad  to  see 
your  labours  attended  with  the  good  I hope  to  result  from  them.  I remain  in  the  institution 
with  which  I am  connected,  not  because  of  the  pecuniary  payment,  but  because  of  the 
interest  I take  in  those  matters.  Although  wc  have  a Committee,  I may  say  the  management 
does  devolve  upon  myself  to  a very  considerable  extent,  from  the  confidence  they  repose 
in  me,  and  I have  therefore  a full  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  matters  I 
have  stated. 
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Dublin,  16tii  January,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Committal  of  Lunatics  to  Gaols  by  Magistrates  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Richard  Stanley  Ireland,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

3746.  What  official  appointment  do  you  hold? — I am  medical  attendant  to  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police,  and  I am  also  appointed  for  the  examination  of  such  alleged  danger- 
ous lunatics  as  may  be  brought  before  the  magistrates  in  the  City  of  Dublin. 

3747.  How  long  have  you  held  the  appointment  connected  with  the  examination  of 
dangerous  lunatics? — In  February  next,  twelve  years. 

374S.  Are  all  the  lunatics  charged  as  being  dangerous,  brought  before  the  several  divi- 
sional magistrates  in  Dublin,  examined  by  you  ? — Yes,  all  of  them. 

3749.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  an  idea  of  the  number  of  dangerous  lunatics  that 
have  been  examined  by  you  in  that  way? — I will  give  you  an  exact  account,  showing  the 
number  charged  and  the  number  not  pronounced  insane.  [The  Return  is  delivered  in  and 
is  as  follows]  : — 

“ Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  charged  within  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  District  with 
being  Dangerous  Lunatics,  from  the  month  of  February,  1845,  to  31st  December,  1S56,  being  nearly 
twelve  years — distinguishing  Male  and  Female — and  showing  from  Medical  Inspection  the  number 
pronounced  Insane,  and  the  number  not  found  Insane,  by  Dr.  Ireland.” 


Total. 

Insane. 

1 Not  Insane. 

Y“"' 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

| Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

1845, 

169 

91 

78 

54 

! 44 

37 

34 

184G, 

187 

97 

90 

46 

59 

51 

31 

1847, 

209 

108 

101 

57 

I 60 

51 

41 

1S4S, 

216 

111 

105 

57 

74 

54 

31 

1S49, 

221 

107 

114  | 

01 

79 

46 

35 

1850, 

192 

107 

S 5 1 

69 

63  | 

38 

22 

1851, 

193 

97 

96  i 

60 

75 

37 

21 

1S52, 

198 

110 

88  ! 

04 

47  1 

46 

41 

1853, 

206  , 

106 

100  1 

58 

75 

48 

25 

1854, 

1S3  1 

104 

79  1 

73 

64 

31 

15 

1855, 

165 

82 

S3  i 

42 

70 

40 

13 

1S56, 

167 

76 

91  ! 

48 

64 

28 

27 

Total, 

2,306 

1,196 

1,110  j 

689 

774 

507 

336 

3750.  From  the  return  which  you  have  handed  in  it  would  appear  that  the  number  of 
cases  brought  before  you  in  the  last  year  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  first  of  the  twelve 
years  given  in  this  document? — Yes,  about  the  same. 

3751.  The  period  of  famine,  1847, 1848,  and  1849,  appears  to  have  exhibited  a consider- 
able increase  of  cases  ? — Yes,  a considerable  increase. 

3752.  In  this  return  the  term  “not  insane”  signifies  those  cases  not  certified  by  you  in 
such  a way  as  that  the  magistrate  could  commit  them  ? — They  were  either  discharged  as 
not  lunatic,  or  if  they  had  committed  any  offence,  they  were  committed  for  that  offence, 
but  not  as  insane. 

3753.  In  the  cases  in  which  you  have  examined,  were  the  parties  brought  up  in  the 
custody  of  the  police  ? — Yes. 

3754.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  persons  brought  up  as  dangerous  lunatics  on  a charge 
to  that  effect  from  their  relatives  or  friends  ? — Many  cases. 

3755.  From  the  return  it  would  appear  that  over  800  cases  out  of  2,300  have  been 
found  not  insane  ? — Yes. 

3756.  Then  something  more  than  one-third  of  the  cases  brought  before  you  were  found 
not  to  be  insane  ? — Yes. 

3757.  I presume  iu  all  those  cases  tbe  facts  were  detailed  to  you  upon  which  the  charge 
of  being  dangerous  lunatics  was  founded  ? — I examine  the  cases,  and  I am  sometimes  not 
satisfied;  then  evidence  is  brought  before  me  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  the  person  is  lunatic. 
The  party  is  then  brought  before  the  magistrate  upon  this  evidence  and  mine.  I would 
not  have  signed  a certificate  to-day  for  a man  only  that  his  brother  and  a person  lodging 
in  the  house  with  him  swore  that  he  attempted  to  leap  out  of  the  window,  and  would  have 
done  so  were  it  not  that  his  foot  was  caught. 

3758.  That  lunatic  appeared  to  be  dangerous  to  himself? — Yes. 

3759.  Is  the  evidence  which  is  given  before  you  as  to  the  alleged  lunatic  evidence  in  all 
cases  disclosing  facts,  such  as  would  indicate  he  was  about  to  commit  a crime  or  had  com- 
mitted one  ? — Yes. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


165 


3760.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  certifying  a person  to  be  a dangerous  lunatic  unless 
such  evidence  is  before  you  ? — Not  unless  a person  appears,  as  very  often  is  the  case,  upon 
my  own  examination,  to  be  mad. 

3761.  Are  the  alleged  lunatics  brought  before  the  magistrate  previous  to  being  referred 
to  you? — Generally  they  are  not.  It  I cannot  attend  early,  perhaps  the  magistrates  see 
them.  I very  often  cannot  go  till  late  in  the  day,  between  twelve  and  three  o’clock. 

3762.  Have  you  generally  found  that  in  the  cases  which  you  have  been  called  upon  to 

examine,  the  alleged  lunatics  were  charged  by  their  relatives  or  friends  ? Charged  by  then- 

relatives  or  friends,  unless  they  are  very  destitute,  and  then  perhaps  charitable  people  will 
charge  them.  If  they  attack  houses  of  worship,  then  persons  belonging  to  the  houses  of 
worship  will  charge  them. 

3763.  Had  a large  proportion  of  those  brought  before  you  and  whom  you  found  not  to 
be  insane,  no  appearance  of  insanity  ? — In  my  opinion  they  had  not.  When  a husband,  or 
a wife,  or  a child  becomes  imbecile  or  soft  in  intellect  without  being  a dangerous  lunatic, 
the  wife  Inis  attempted  to  get  the  husband  committed,  or  the  husband  the  wife,  or  the 
parents  the  children,  or  children  the  parents.  It  was  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  the  party 
affected,  which  I resisted  as  much  as  1 could. 

3764.  Have  you  found  that  to  be  a common  practice? — Yes. 

3765.  Taking  the  cases  of  those  you  have  certified  to  bo  insane,  have  you  usually  found 
that  there  would  have  been  evidence  enough  upon  which  to  indict  them  for  a breach  of  the 
peace? — No,  not  in  a great  number  of  cases. 

3766.  I understand  that  the  greater  number  of  the  insane  you  have  certified  to  be 
dangerous  lunatics,  could  not  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  ordinary  law,  by  which 
parties  are  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace,  unless  those  dangerous  lunatics  acted  violently  ? 
— So  I should  say. 

3767.  Hasyour  experience  in  those  matters  led  you  to  believe  that  the  Act  lias  been  much 
abused? — It  is  certainly  attempted  to  be  abused;  whether  it  has  been  abused  or  not  is 
another  matter. 

3768.  In  all  those  cases  that  come  before  you,  I believe  the  first  step  is  to  commit 
the  lunatic  to  prison? — Yes. 

3769.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  such  a course,  i.e.,  committing  the  lunatic 
to  prison? — I think  it  would  be  much  more  desirable  if  they  were  committed  to  lunatic 
asylums  at  once,  and  I have  very  frequently  represented  that. 

3770.  Arc  you  aware,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  the  arrangements  madcin  the  Richmond 
Bridewell,  or  Grangegorman  Prison  for  the  reception  of  lunatics? — Yes,  I have  seen  them. 
The  lunatics  are  very  well  taken  care  of,  but  not  so  well  as  they  would  be  in  an  asylum  ; 
they  have  not  as  good  means  in  the  gaols  for  the  purpose  as  in  the  asylums. 

3771.  Is  there  a separate  ward  for  them? — Yes,  a separate  ward  in  each  place. 

3772.  With  regard  to  committing  lunatics  from  workhouses,  the  object  of  bringing  a 
dangerous  lunatic  from  a workhouse  before  a magistrate  is  to  get  rid  of  such  a person  ? — Yes. 

3773.  In  your  opinion,  is  a workhouse  a better  place  for  the  cure  of  such  a patient  than 
a prison  ? — I think  it  is  as  good  a place  if  they  have  the  same  arrangements. 

3774.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  with  regard  to  transferring  lunatics  from 
the  workhouse  to  an  asylum,  of  having  recourse  to  the  law  under  which  they  are  committed 
to  gaol  ? — I think  it  would  be  much  more  desirable  to  have  them  committed  to  the  lunatic 
asylum  at  once. 

3775.  I find  by  this  return  which  you  have  handed  in,  that  although  the  number  of  male 
and  female  cases  you  have  had  to  consider  were  nearly  equal,  yet  that  the  great  proportion 
°f  persons  whom  you  found  not  to  be  insane  were  males? — Yes. 

3776.  Can  you  give  any  explanation  as  to  that? — I cannot.  The  women,  generally,  are 
mucli  addicted  to  drink.  I believe  their  derangement  is  greatly  caused  by  drunkenness. 

3777.  Does  the  examination  which  you  make  in  those  cases  afford  you  means  of  judging 
whether  the  persons  who  charge  their  relatives  or  friends  as  dangerous  lunatics  do  so  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  care  of  them  ? — Undoubtedly. 

3778.  In  order  in  fact  that  they  may  he  maintained  at  the  public  expense  in  a gaol  or 
asylum,  instead  of  at  the  private  expense  of  those  persons? — Yes- 

3779.  That  observation  refers  to  persons  able  to  pay  for  them? — Yes ; and  I made  this 
remark  to  the  Commissioners  of  Police  often,  that  there  were  persons  committed  able  to 
support  themselves,  who  ought  not  to  have  been  committed.  But  we  are  told  that, 
when  parties  are  proved  to  be  dangerous  lunatics,  the  magistrate  must  commit  them ; they 
cannot  take  their  wealth  into  account. 

3780.  In  point  of  fact,  a member  of  a wealthy  family  who  may  be  thus  committed  as  a 
dangerous  lunatic,  inevitably  becomes  a charge  upon  the  public  when  transferred  from  a 
gaol  to  an  asylum? — Yes;  sometimes  they  are  removed.  In  one  instance,  the  son  of  a 
governor  of  one  of  our  dependencies  was  committed  to  a gaol,  and  was  removed  from  thence 
t0  5 ‘Private  asylum  by  his  friends. 

Suppose  such  a step  not  taken,  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  committal  under 
the  Act  is,  that  the  lunatic  becomes  an  immediate  charge  upon  the  public  in  the  gaol,  and 
permanently  afterwards  in  the  lunatic  asylum? — Yes. 

3782.  Referring  again  to  the  table  which  you  have  put  in,  it  would  appear  that  for 
Beveral  years  succeeding  the  famine  the  number  of  cases  you  had  to  consider  was  still 
proportionately  large  ? — Yes,  the  effect  of  the  famine  still  remained — there  was  great 
distress. 

3783.  I observe  that  in  the  year  1854,  the  number  of  cases  which  you  have  had  to  con- 


Dublin. 

Committal  of 
Lunatics  to  Gaols  by 
Magistrates  of  the 
City  o f Dublin. 
Ilicli.vd  Stanley 
Ireland,  Esq.,  m.d. 

Unfounded  charges. 


Abuse  of  the  lav. 


Desirability  of 
committing  direct  to 
asylums;  prison  and 
■workhouse  arrange- 
ments in  Dublin  for 
lunatics. 


Proportion  of  males 
and  females  found 
not  to  be  insane. 


The  desire  of  rela- 
tives and  friends  to 
throw  the  charge  of 
lunatics  upon  the 
public. 


Effect  of  the  famine 
in  relation  to  in- 
sanity. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


1G6 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Doblisj. 

Committal  of 
Lunatics  to  Gaols  by 
Magistrates  of  the 
City  of  Dublin. 
Richard  Stanley 
Ireland,  Esq.,  di.d. 


F.  T.  Porter,  Esq. 


The  law  with  refer- 
ence to  dangerous 
lunatics. 


No  power  in  magis- 
trates to  commit  to 
safe  custody  poor 
lunatics  who  are 
not  dangerous. 


Many  lunatics,  not 
natives  of  Dublin, 
become  chargeable 
on  the  city. 


aider,  and  which  you  found  not  to  be  insane,  was  very  small  proportionately ; is  there  anv 
explanation  for  that  ? — Sometimes  there  are  three  persons  brought  before  me  in  a day,  but 
on  an  average,  I think  the  number  is  nearly  twenty  a month,  and  sometimes  every  person 
will  be  committed  for  a day  or  a month,  or  nearly  so.  At  other  times  perhaps  more  than 
one-half  of  them  will  be  discharged  as  not  lunatic.  There  is  nothing  particular  in  relation 
to  that  year. 

3784.  Do  you  know  how  long  generally  the  cases  remain  iu  prison  before  they  are 
transferred  to  an  asylum'?— I do  not.  My  knowledge  of  them  ceases  with  the  committal. 

Frank  Thorpe  Porter,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

3785-  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  divisional  magistrates  of  the  City  of  Dublin? — I have 
been  so  for  sixteen  years. 

3786.  In  that  capacity  you  are  frequently  called  upon  to  administer  the  provisions  of  the 
law  with  reference  to  dangerous  lunatics? — Yes.  To  make  a guess,  I would  suppose  that 
one  per  cent,  of  our  custody  cases  are  dangerous  lunatics.  The  police  returns  will  give  you 
the  numbers  accurately. 

3787.  Your  experience  extends  as  far  back  as  the  first  Act  upon  the  subject,  the 
1st  Vic.  cap.  27  ? — I had  to  administer  that  Act  from  the  day  of  my  appointment. 

3788.  Do  you  think  the  amendment  of  that  Act,  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.  cap.  107,  sec.  10, 
which  requires  that  the  facts  on  which  the  charge  was  based  should  he  certified  on  oath, 
was  an  improvement  ? — I do.  It  has  been  always  our  practice  to  call  to  our  assistance  the 
medical  men,  but  in  addition  to  that  wo  always  take  information  or  evidence  from  persons 
acquainted  with  the  habits  or  malady  of  the  lunatic,  to  establish  the  fact  of  his  being  a 
dangerous  lunatic  and  unfit  to  remain  at  large. 

3789.  The  amendment  of  the  law  I presume  has  afforded  some  greater  security  that 
lunatics  would  not  be  committed  to  gaols  without  the  actual  facts  being  disclosed  as  to  the 
crime  they  were  about  to  commit  ? — They  never  were  committed  in  my  time  from  my 
office  unless  we  were  satisfied  that  the  person  was  a lunatic  and  that  he  was  dangerous, 
that  he  had  done  an  act,  which,  if  committed  by  a sane  person,  would  be  indictable,  or  that 
he  had  declared  an  intention  to  do,  or  had  done  something  approaching  to  an  act  that  would 
have  been  an  indictable  offence  if  committed  by  a sane  person.  AVe  have  committed  lunatics 
on  evidence  of  what  they  had  done,  quite  irrespective  of  any  intention  that  they  avowed.  AVe 
went  upon  this,  that  if  a man  assaulted  another  in  a very  dangerous  and  severe  manner,  that 
it  is  very  likely  if  he  was  a demented  person  lie  would  do  the  same  thing  by  any  one  else 
that  came  before  him. 

3790.  Do  you  consider  you  would  have  been  enabled  to  deal  with  those  cases,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  which  required  persons  to  enter  into  sureties  to  keep  the  peace  ? — 
No ; and  where  we  were  not  satisfied  that  the  persons  were  dangerous  lunatics,  when  the 
medical  man  declined  to  give  us  evidence  of  his  belief  of  their  lunacy,  hut  that  still  they 
bad  been  guilty  of  violent  conduct,  in  several  instances  we  committed  them  to  gaol  in 
default  of  sureties,  and  very  bad  scenes  arose  in  the  prison  from  their  being  classified  with 
other  prisoners.  I have  always  felt  it  a very  great  evil  that  we  have  no  power  as  magis- 
trates to  send  to  a place  of  safe  custody  and  care  persons  who  are  not  dangerous  lunatics, 
but  who  are  incapable  of  taking  care  of  themselves  and  are  decidedly  out  of  their  souses. 
I have  had  a great  many  cases  before  me  of  persons  who  were  in  a most  pitiable  state,  with- 
out any  one  whatever  to  look  after  them;  but  as  they  did  not  indicate  any  violence,  we 
could  do  nothing  with  them. 

3791.  You  refer  now  to  cases  of  persons  in  poverty  ? — Yes,  pauper  lunatics.  I put  such  a 
case  as  this.  A poor  creature  who  is  decidedly  deranged,  got  into  a railway  carriage  on 
the  Great  Southern  Line,  and  came  from  Thurles  to  the  King’s-bridge ; that  person  was 
sent  before  us  charged  with  defrauding  the  company  of  their  fare.  It  appeared  that  he 
was  quite  deranged,  but  at  the  same  time,  he  showed  no  symptom  of  violence.  He  was 
T®rY  quiet.  What  a state  was  it  for  that  poor  pauper  lunatic  to  bo  in,  thrown  on  the  streets 
of  Dublin  without  any  one  to  look  after  him. 

3792.  AVhat  alteration  of  the  law  would  you  suggest  to  meet  those  cases  ? — I conceive 
that  a magistrate  ought  to  have  the  power,  if  he  was  satisfied  that  the  lunatic  was  not 
dangerous,  but  that  he  was  thoroughly  deranged,  to  send  him  under  a provisional  committal 
to  some  lunatic  asylum,  subject  to  the  ultimate  directions  of  the  authorities  of  that  asylum, 
a provisional  committal  that  would  remove  the  poor  creature  from  off  the  streets  for  his  own 
sake  and  that  of  society. 

3793.  Have  you  had  many  cases  before  you  of  lunatics,  not  natives  of  Dublin,  who  had 
recently  arrived  from  a distance,  and  whom  you  were  obliged  to  commit? — AVe  have  had  a 
great  number  of  lunatics  before  us,  who  were  not  natives  of  Dublin. 

3794.  The  effect  of  the  committal  of  those  lunatics,  as  dangerous,  to  gaol,  is  that  they 
become  charged  upon  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  ?— Yes. 

3795.  Has  that  been  complained  of? — It  has  been  complained  of  lately,  I believe,  in  the 
municipal  council.  I may  observe  that  I think  there  is  a great  tendency  on  the  part  of 
lunatics  to  betake  themselves  to  cities. 

.3796.  Does  your  experience  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  Act  of  the  1st  Vic.,  chap.  27, 
with  regard  to  dangerous  lunatics,  has  been  abused  for  private  purposes  ? — I have  seldom 
had  experience  of  a charge  being  made  against  a lunatic  under  any  unfair  circumstances.  I 
lave  seldom  or  ever  had  persons  before  me,  charged  with  being  dangerous  lunatics,  that 
1 could  blame  the  persons  bringing  them,  or  that  I had  any  reason  to  suspect  improper 
motives  m those  who  brought  them. 
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3797.  Are  cases  often  brought  before  you  where  a medical  man  has  already  certified  that 
the  person  is  insane  ? — A person  alleged  to  bo  a dangerous  lunatic  is  found  in  the  streets  ; 
he  is  taken  to  a station-house,  and  the  case  is  placed  on  the  charge-sheet.  Notice  is  given 
to  the  medical  man,  Dr.  Ireland  generally,  sometimes  Sir  Arthur  Clarke.  Ho  attends  at  the 
Police  Court  the  next  morning,  and  has  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  and  examining  the 
lunatic  previous  to  the  case  being  brought  before  the  magistrate.  He  is  both  a witness  and 
assessor.  We  examine  him  as  to  liis  own  opinion,  and  we  associate  him  with  us  in  the 
inquiry,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  elucidate  matters  that  would  aid  in  forming  a clear  opinion. 

3798.  Have  you  had  any  instances  of  abuse  on  the  part  of  friends  able  to  pay,  and  who 
wish  to  get  rid  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  lunatic? — I seldom  or  ever  had,  or  never 
had  reason  to  suspect  any  thing  of  the  kind.  I cannot  recollect  a lunatic  being  brought 
before  me  whose  relatives  or  friends  appeared  to  be  in  a state  even  of  respectability. 

3799.  The  ability  of  tho  relatives  to  support  a patient  is  no  part  of  your  inquiry,  when 
he  is  charged  before  you  as  a dangerous  lunatic  ?— No  ; but  I very  often  find  that  persons 
charge  lunatics  in  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  sent  to  an  asylum,  and  that  when 
they  found  that  our  first  committal  was  to  a common  gaol,  they  have  over  and  over  declared 
that  out  of  tlicir  earnings  they  would  try  to  pay  something  if  the  person  could  be  sent  to 
an  asylum  at  once. 

3800.  Does  that  arise  from  an  indisposition  to  see  their  relatives  placed  in  prison?  — 
Yes;  they  did  not  wish  them  to  he  subjected  to  the  degradation  of  a prison.  I have  observed 
a vast  deal  of  good  and  affectionate  feeling  on  the  part  of  relatives  towards  lunatics.  You 
will  observe  that  the  division  in  which  my  office  is,  takes  iu  all  of  what  I may  call  the 
wretched  poverty  of  the  city,  the  liberties,  and  that  quarter.  I am  four  or  five  years  an  acting 
magistrate  of  Kingstown,  and  I never  had  a lunatic  brought  there  yet,  to  my  knowledge, 
although  that  district  comprises  a very  great  extent,  from  Booterstown  to  Killiney,  and  from 
Kingstown  to  Stillorgan,  inclusive.  I would  rather  think  we  must  have  a greater  number  at 
the  Head  Office,  than  they  have  at  College-street,  or  Capcl-street  police  offices. 

3801.  You  said  you  thought  it  would  be  desirable  a magistrate  should  possess  the  power 
of  at  once  transferring  to  an  asylum  persons  who  are  not  dangerous  lunatics,  but  found  to 
be  imbecile  ? — Yes. 

3802.  Might  not  that  lead  to  abuse,  if  there  were  not  means  of  inquiring  respecting  the 
parties  ? — What  I would  wish  to  ho  understood  as  saying  is,  that  it  would  be  well  if  we  had 
the  power  of  a provisional  committal.  They  allow  us  in  the  South  Union  an  authority, 
when  there  arc  wretched  paupers  brought  up,  who  say  they  are  willing  to  go  into  the 
workhouse,  to  send  them  there  provisionally,  and  tho  cases  are  inquired  into  on  the  next 
board  day.  I would  suggest  that  a magistrate  should  have  tho  power,  where  a person  was 
brought  before  him  as  an  imbecile,  of  sending  that  person  to  a lunatic  asylum,  subject  to 
the  orders  and  directions  of  tho  authorities  of  it,  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  I do  not  ask 
an  absolute  authority  ; I would  think  it  very  unpleasant  to  have  such  an  authority. 
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Dublin,  20tii  January,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Reding  ton,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

General  Question  of  Lunacy  and  Lunatic  Asylums,  &c. 

Denis  Phelan,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  sworn  and  examined. 

3803.  What  official  appointments  have  you  held  from  time  to  time? — The  first  was  that 
of  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  in  1838;  I held  that  till  1843.  I was  Governor  of 
the  House  of  Industry,  in  Dublin,  from  1844  till  1S47;  and  from  1847  till  1855, 1 was 
Poor  Law  Inspector,  which  is  the  same  as  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner,  there'  being 
a change  merely  in  the  name.  Last  year  I was  secretary  to  the  Dublin  Hospitals  Inquiry 
Commission ; and  I am  now  secretary  to  the  Dublin  Hospitals  Superintendence  Board. 

3804.  1 believe  you  have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  lunatic  poor  in 

Ireland  ? — I have.  1 

3805.  In  speaking  of  the  lunatic  poor,  you  include  in  that  class  idiots  and  imbeciles?— 
Generally  they  are  all  called  insane;  there  is  a distinction  made  by  medical  men,  who 
classify  them  as  lunatics,  idiots,  and  imbeciles.  I do  not  think  that  classification  quite 
correct,  though  it  answers  ordinary  official  purposes ; for  epileptics  are  frequently  lunatics 
and  very  dangerous  lunatics  too. 

3806.  Do  you  consider  that  sufficient  provision  is  made  for  the  lunatic  poor  of  Ireland? 
— I think  there  is  not.  That  is  my  opinion,  from  the  experience  I have  had,  and  from 
the  reports  I have  read  on  the  subject. 

3807.  Arc  you  aware  that  the  Census  Commissioners  of  1851  have  estimated  the 
number  of  lunatics  and  idiots  in  Ireland  at  9,980?— Yes;  I have  seen  that  return  of  the 
Census  Commissioners. 

3808.  At  what  number  have  the  Lunatic  Asylums  Inspectors  estimated,  in  their  last 
Report,  the  lunatics  in  this  country? — I see,  by  their  Report,  they  have  estimated  the 
number  to  be  13,493. 

3809.  State  the  number  who  are  there  described  as  being  under  official  supervision?— 
6,263,  on  the  31st  March,  1855. 

3810.  Which  statement  do  you  consider  gives  the  most  correct  view  of  the  extent  of 
lunacy  in  this  country  ? — I cannot  state  positively.  I would  expect  the  Lunatic  Inspectors’ 
would  bo  more  accurate;  but  I consider  a portion  of  their  return  must  depend  upon  very 
vague  information- — that  is,  as  to  7,230  at  large;  the  returns  as  to  these  are  from  the 
police,  who  very  frequently  could  not  give  an  accurate  report. 

3811.  I believe  the  returns  to  which  you  have  just  referred  were  made  by  the  consta- 
bulary?— Yes. 

■ o812.  What  number  arc  described,  in  the  last  Report  of  tho  Inspectors,  as  being  in 
public  asylums  ? — 3,522. 

38 1 3.  What  number  in  workhouses  ? — 2,000. 

3S14.  And  in  gaols? — 156. 

3815.  Are  there  any  of  those  who  are  included  in  the  returns  just  referred  to — namely, 
lunatics,  epileptics,  imbeciles,  and  idiots — whom  you  think  need  not  be  provided  for  in 
curative  establishments  for  the  insane? — I am  of  opinion  that  a considerable  proportion  of 
those  returned  in  the  Appendix  No.  3,  general  abstract  of  those  at  large,  in  the  Report  of 
the  Inspectors-General,  can  be  very  safely  and  efficiently  provided  for  in  institutions,  not 
exactly  the  same  as  our  District  Asylums.  I beg  to  observe  that  this  answer  refers  to  a 
class  that  I have  not  had  a sufficient  opportunity  of  observing,  except  seeing  some  of  them 
at  large,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  their  state  throughout  the  country ; they  are  parties 
you  do  not  meet  with  except  occasionally. 

3816.  Do  you  refer  to  imbeciles  ? — [ refer  to  the  classes  described  as  being  at  large. 

• a?s^fr  would  imply  that  the  idiotic  portion  could  be  provided  for  in  institutions  not 

exactly  like  our  Distict  Lunatic  Asylums. 

3817.  I believe  this  return  does  not  include  merely  the  insane  who  are  paupers,  but  all 
msanc - — I would  expect  so.  That  is  not  exactly  stated ; so  far  as  I recollect,  they  are 

«aiV°o,e  wandering  cases;  but  I take  for  granted  it  means  all  who  are  insane. 

1 .1  supposing  the.  returns  which  are  referred  to,  of  the  lunatics  at  large,  furnished 
by  the  constabulary,  to  include  all  lunatics,  whether  paupers  or  otherwise,  do  you  consider 
the  State  is  bound  to  make  provision  out  of  the  public  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
as  aro  not  paupers? — The  State  is  bound  to  make  provision  for  a portion  of  them;  they 
comprise  two  classes,,  one  which  are  able  to  pay  the  full  sum  for  their  treatment  in  private 
asylums  ; another  which  can  only  afford  to  pay  a portion  of  such  cost.  I think  this  second 
ti  ProY^ec*  f°r>  payment  received  from  them. 

3819.  The  Act  of  Parliament,  1 and  2 Geo.  IV.,  chap.  33,  under  which  lunatic  asylums 
vi  ere  established  in  Ireland,  contemplated,  I believe,  merely  the  reception  of  lunatic  poor?—- 
ies,  so  far  as  I recollect. 

-D°es  the  Act  of  Parliament  relate  to  curable  cases  only? — No. 

■ r * L Y°u  aware  whether  exception  is  made  in  several  asylums  to  the  admission  of 
ffiiotsandimbecdes  ? — I am  very  well  aware  of  it. 

2—  V.kat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  classes  who  should  he  admitted  into  the  existing 
una  ic  asylums— -speaking  now  of  their  condition  as  regards  lunacy  alone? — My 'opinion 
is,  a it  is  very  desirable  that  probably  curable  cases  only  should  be  admitted  into  lunatic 
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asylums ; cases  that  there  was  a tolerable  chance  of  curing.  Wherever  there  was  a doubt, 
the  benefit  of  that  doubt  should  be  given  to  the  individual,  and  he  should  be  received! 
And  I am  of  opinion  that  another  class,  idiots  and  imbeciles,  ought  not  to  be  received  into 
the  ordinary  lunatic  asylums,  but  into  other  institutions,  distinct  from  wliat  I would  call 
curative  asylums. 

3823.  Do  you  conceive  that  this  latter  class — idiots,  epileptics,  and  imbeciles — should 

be  maintained  at  a lower  rate  in  the  institutions  to  which  you  refer? Certainly  at  a 

somewhat  lower  rate ; at  about  one-fourth  less. 

3824.  Having  due  regard  to  the  provision  of  every  requisite  for  persons  in  their 
condition  ? I contemplate  all  that.  They  require  good  food  and  good  clothing,  therefore 
their  maintenance  would  be  very  high ; but  the  same  stafF  would  not  be  necessary. 

3825.  In  what  way  would  you  propose  that  the  medical  charge  of  those  imbecile  cases 
should  be  provided  for  ? — If  I were  to  begin  da  novo,  I would  separate  them ; but  inas- 
much as  they  are  now  mixed  up,  I would  feel  a difficulty  in  separating  them. 

3S26.  Am  I to  understand  you  would  contemplate  erecting  new  buildings  on  the  sites 
of  the  present  asylums  for  those  incurable  cases,  having  these  establishments  under  one 
medical  supervision,  in  preference  to  having  them  in  a totally  distinct  part  of  the  country? 
— I would  prefer  having  them  distinct  altogether,  so  that  the  Governor  of  one  institution 
could  have  no  communication  with  the  other,  and  the  same  with  regard  to  the  officers.  I 
would  give  each  Governor,  and  each  medical  officer,  quite  enough  to  occupy  his  attention; 
but  I would  not  mix  the  two  classes.  Where  you  have  a house  with  a considerable 
number  of  lunatics  in  it,  and  where  you  have,  in  that  house,  buildings  prepared  from  time 
to  time  for  idiots  and  epileptics,  and  for  incurables,  1 do  not  mean  then  to  say  I would  alter 
that,  and  have  another  building  established  for  those  incurable  cases ; but  if,  as  I published 
on  the  subject  in  1845  and  1846,  I were  to  have  my  choice,  I would  have  the  two  institu- 
tions distinct. 

3827.  At  some  considerable  distance  from  each  other  ?— I should  think  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  have  it  so. 

3828.  Supposing  it  was  urged,  on  the  ground  of  economy,  that  the  two  institutions 
should  be  within  the  boundaries  of  the  asylum  grounds,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  staff  of  one 
establishment  being  used,  to  a certain  extent,  for  the  other,  would  you  object  to  that  ? — 
Yes;  I feel  that  economy  should  not  be  at  all  considered  in  the  case.  If  you  have  in  the 
asylum  on  the  one  hand,  50  or  150,  or  any  particular  number  of  lunatics  that  require  the 
special  and  anxious  attention  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  visiting  physician — I Bpealc  par- 
ticularly of  those  two  officers  now — and  that  you  have,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  other 
hand,  connected  with  that  asylum,  an  institution  containing  some  200  or  300,  be  the  number 
more  or  less,  of  incurables ; the  attention  of  the  manager  and  of  the  consulting  medical 
officer  should  be,  in  my  opinion,  more  specially  directed  to  the  curative  cases,  and  the 
others  would  receive  much  less  attention  than  if  they  were  in  a separate  establishment, 
under  a medical  officer  and  a Governor  specially  charged  with  their  care.  I have  no 
doubt  whatever  on  that  subject,  from  a groat  deal  of  official  experience. 

3829.  I)o  you  think  that  the  two  establishments  being  under  one  central  direction  of  a 
medical  officer,  might  possibly  lead  to  curable  cases  being  transferred  to  the  incurable 
house,  with  probably  less  care  and  attention  to  the  fact  of  their  being  curable  than  if  the 
establishments  were  distinct? — I think  it  is  very  likely  that  would  be  the  case,  because 
the  medical  officer  would  say  to  himself,  I can  transfer  that  case  back  again  whenever  I 
choose ; but  if  he  had  to  send  the  case  to  another  establishment,  under  a different  control, 
where  in  some  time  it  might  bo  found  that  the  person  who  was  sent  as  incurable  got 
well,  that  would  have  the  effect  of  making  him  much  more  circumspect  in  transferring 
cases  from  his  own  establishment. 

3830.  Supposing  institutions  for  the  incurable  cases  to  bo  erected,  would  you  consider  it 
advisable  that  the  inmates  should  consist  merely  of  those  who  were  sent  from  a lunatic 
asylum  declared  to  he  incurable,  or  would  you  admit  cases  direct  from  the  community  at 
large  ?— I would  send  each  case  on  its  own  merits,  and  according  to  its  peculiar  circum- 
stances, into  the  one  asylum  or  the  other;  for  I would  think  it  rather  objectionable  to  be 
sending  a case  to  a curative  establishment,  and  in  a short  time  to  be  transferring  the  same 
case  to  an  establishment  for  incurables.  If  there  was  no  apparent  probability,  in  the  first 
mstauce,  of  there  being  an  improvement  in  the  case,  I would  send  it  to  the  latter  insti- 
tution. I beg  to  add,  however,  that  I would  expect  that  the  arrangements  in  that  second 
asylum  would  be  such,  as  that  the  Governor  and  the  consulting  physician  would  be  equally 
capable  of  forming  a correct  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  if,  at  any  time,  as  1 have 
frequently  seen  occur,  a supposed  incurable  case  was  so  improved  that  it  ought  to  be  sent 
to  the  curative  asylum.  That  would  be  much  more  satisfactory,  and  more  likely  to  lead  to 
beneficial  results  upon  the  mind  of  the  lunatic,  than  if  there  was  a transfer  from  a curative 
asylum  to  one  for  incurable  cases. 

Suppose  this  to  arise — that  the  authorities  of  the  institution  for  incurable  cases 
considered  a case  curable,  and  that  when  the  same  case  was  brought  before  the  authorities 
ox  tne  curative  asylum,  they  were  of  opinion  it  was  incurable,  how  would  you  act  under 
such  circumstances? — There  would,  of  course,  bea  conflict  there ; but  there  ought  to  he  some 
superior  authority  to  decide  the  matter.  To  give  a more  distinct  answer  to  that  question 

would  expect  that  it  would  be  imperative  on  them  to  receive  the  patient  from  the 
econd  class  asylum  into  the  first  or  curative  asylum,  and  give  him  a trial ; and  if,  after  a 
rial,  there  was  not  found  to  he  sufficient  improvement  to  -justify  the  removal,  let  the  case 
ce  sent  back. 

3832.  What  medical  evidence  would  you  require,  in  the  first  instance,  to  justify  an 
PP  cation  for  admission  to  the  asylum  of  an  incurable  case? — I would  expect  the  evidence 
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of  a physician  or  surgeon  to  the  effect  that  he  had  carefully  examined  the  patient,  and 
formed  his  opinion  on  this  examination,  and  on  the  history  of  the  case.  ’ 

3833.  I understand  you  would  require  the  medical  certificate  accompanying  the  apnli- 
cation  to  state  the  opinion  of  the  medical  gentleman  -who  signed  the  certificate  as  to 
whether  the  case  was  incurable  or  not? — Yes,  provided  the  person  giving  the  certificate 
felt  enabled,  from  the  history  of  the  case  and  his  knowledge  of  it,  to  state  that  he  con- 
sidered it  to  he  a probably  curable  or  incurable  one.  In  many  instances  he  could  do  so  • 
where  he  could  not,  the  patient  should  be  sent  to  the  higher  institution. 

3834.  Do  you. not  think  it  would  bo  a simpler  course  that  the  application  for  admis- 

sion for  a lunatic  pauper  should  be  directed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  asylum,  and 
that  the  fact  of  insanity  alone  should  justify  admission,  leaving  it  to  the  authorities  there 
subsequently  to  transfer  it  to  another  asylum,  with  the  approval  of  the  medical  officer?— 
That  would  bo  a simpler  plan ; at  the  same  time,  I think  there  are  objections  to  it. 
Human  nature  is  human  nature ; and  I should  apprehend  that,  in  some  instances  the 
superior  officers  of  the  other  institution  would  not  be  so  very  willing  to  admit  parties 
that  they  had  a notion  were  not  likely  to  be  creditable  to  their  institution.  In  other  words 
I think  they  -would  endeavour  to  have  as  many  of  the  curable  cases  as  they  possibly  could’ 
and  to  get  rid  of  as  many  of  the  incurable  cases  as  they  could  manage  to  avoid  receiving 
or  retaining.  8 

3835.  Of  course  the  admissions  would  always  remain,  as  at  present,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Governors,  though  guided  very  much  by  the  medical  officer? — Yes. 

3836.  Might  not  the  admission  of  a supposed  incurable  case,  which  really  was  not 
perfectly  incurable,  into  one  of  those  institutions  containing  merely  incurable  patients,  and 
where  the  means  of  treating  insanity  were  not  so  perfect  as  in  the  curative  asylum,  have 
an  injurious  effect  upon  the  patient,  and  retard  his  cure  ? — No  doubt. 

3S37.  Does  that  afford  any  reason  for  requiring  the  admission,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
be  at  the  curative  hospital?— It  is  difficult  to  give  a specific  answer  to  that  question,  for 
each  case  must  be  decided  by  the  medical  man  on  the  history  and  the  appearances 
presented  at  the  time.  There  are  some  cases  in  which  the  medical  man  could  at  once 
decide  that  they  ought  never  to  be  sent  to  the  higher  or  curative  asylum  ; while  there  are 
others  in  which  he  would  hesitate  and  say,  “ I doubt  very  much  that  this  case  will  bo  ever 
cured,  but  there  is  a chance,  and  I will  send  it  to  the  asylum and  there  is  a third  class  of 
cases  that  he  would  at  once  send  to  the  asylum  to  he  cured. 

3838.  How  do  you  think  the  transmission  of  a patient  at  once  to  the  institution  for 
incurable  cases,  after  an  application  had  been  made  for  his  admission  as  a lunatic  pauper 
into  the  institution,  would  be  received  by  the  friends  of  the  pauper — would  it  not  be 
considered  as  permanently  deciding  the  case  against  the  patient,  and  hoar  the  aspect  of 
cruelty  ?— I flunk  when  an  institution  is  managed  and  carried  on  as  it  ought  to  be,  the 
friends  of  patients  would  have  no  right  to  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of  those  in  charge  of 
it.  No  doubt  the  friends  would  generally,  for  various  reasons,  like  to  have  the  patient 
retained  in  the  higher  institution. 

3839.  If  incurable  cases  he  now  absorbing  the  accommodation  of  the  district  asvhims, 
would  you  propose  the  erection  of  new  buildings  for  their  reception,  at  a distance,  or  the 
enlargement  ot  the  present  asylums  ? — If  other  buildings  aro  required  to  any  great  extent, 
I would  erect  them  at  a distance. 
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3840.  You  are  aware,  I presume,  of  the  details  required  to  begone  through  in  procuring 

admission  into  the  existing  district  asylums  ? I am. 

3841.  Do  you  consider  that  in  all  cases  adequate  information  with  reference  to  the 

. the  case  is  furnished  to  the  medical  officers  ? — I am  very  sure  adequate  information 

is  not  furnished.  1 

. 384.2/  }Ylmt  c.}aS8  of  cases  do  you  particularly  refer  to  ?— 1 refer  to  the  cases  sent 
™““ly t0  7e  asylum  from  their  friends,  and  to  those  sent  from  gaols  and  workhouses. 

r !• _lS  ? ot  lrjf°pE.ation  which  the  friends  of  a pationt  are  required  to  give  on  making 
application  for  his  admission  intended  to  be  ample  ? — It  is. 

3844.  I believe  no  provision  whatever  is  made  for  any  such  information  being  given  as 
to  cases  that  are  sent  from  workhouses  and  gaols  ?— No ; except  that  the  medical  officer  of 
tne  gaol  or  the  workhouse  may  give  information,  if  he  chooses  to  take  the  trouble,  from 
ins  knowledge  of  the  case. 

3845.  Does.it  not  often  happen  that  the  medical  officer  of  an  institution  is  unable  to  give 
more  information  than  what  has  actually  come  under  his  own  inspection,  and  that  he  knows 
notnnig  ot  the  case.previous  to  its  admission  ?— Yes ; it  frequently  happens  that  he  knows 
nqtning  of  the  previous  history  of  the  case  beyond  what  he  may  have  picked  up  from  some 

m Patients>  and.  probably  he  may  never  have  seen  any. 

384b.  W hat  is  your  opinion  as  to. the  propriety  of  the  resident  manager  of  an  asylum 
medical  man  ?— My  opinion  is,  that  the  resident  manager  should  be  a medical  man. 
• Jr1!'  ^though  such  is  not  required  by  law,  I believe  the  practice  of  late  years  has  been 
in  England60*"1011 ' ^CS  ’ ^ 1 was  ^rst  who  drew  attention  to  it.  It  is  the  law 

Supposing  it  to  be  required  by  law  that  the  manager  of  an  asylum  should  be  a 
i . c you  consider  that  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  a visiting  physician  ? — I 

",n  4th™*  18  very  essential  that  there  should  be  a visiting  physician. 

. you  regard  the  visiting  physician  as  the  supreme  medical  authority  in 
charge  of  the  institution  ?— No  ; I would  not. 

3850.  What  position  do  you  consider  he  should  hold  with  reference  to  the  medical 

management  ?— That  of  consulting  physician. 

3851.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  consulting  physician  should  be  called  upon  whenever, 
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in  the  judgment  of  the  medical  manager,  his  advice  might  be  requisite,  or  that  lie  should 
give  periodical  attendance? — 1 would  expect  the  resident  medical  man  to  have  charge  of  the 
patients,  aud  I would  expect  the  other  to  pay  frequent  visits,  and  see  the  patients  with  the 
manager,  and  I would  expect  them  to  assist  one  another  with  regard  to  any  difficult  case. 

3852.  Would  you  require  that  each  case  as  it  came  into  the  asylum  should  be  specially 
considered  by  the  two  medical  men  ?— I think  it  would  be  very  advisable  that  it  should. 

3853.  Supposing  a difference  of  opinion  to  arise  between  the  two  doctors  as  to  the 
treatment  of  a patient  for  insanity,  with  whom  would  you  leave  the  final  decision  and 
responsibility  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued? — I am  of  opinion  such  difference  would  very 
rarely  arise,  and  supposing  it  did,  1 would  call  in  a third  medical  man.  I believe  that  two 
medical  men  attending  in  an  institution,  and  working  harmoniously  together,  will  very 
rarely  have  a difference  of  opinion  regarding  the  management  of  an  insane  case. 

3854.  Have  you  been  at  all  influenced  in  the  opinion  you  have  given  in  favour  of  the 
attendance  of  a second  physician  in  general  practice,  by  the  advantage  that  would  arise  in 
the  treatment  of  ordinary  bodily  illness  from  the  attendance  of  such  a physician  ? — That 
would  be  an  important  benefit.  The  more  a physician  knows  of  disease  generally,  the 
better  he  is  capable  of  treating  insane  cases. 

3S55.  Are  you  of  opinion  there  is  any  thing  in  the  ordinary  bodily  ailments  of  the  insane 
which  makes  their  cases  peculiar,  and  that  the  medical  man  charged  with  the  treatment 
of  their  insanity  would  be  more  capable  of  dealing  with  such  ailmeuts  than  a man  in  general 
practice  ? — I think  not.  I have  very  seldom  seen  any  difference. 

3856.  Would  you  make  it  imperative  on  the  medical  manager  to  submit  all  eases  of 
illness,  apart  from  insanity,  to  the  visiting  physician  ? — Every  important  case  the  manager 
should  submit  to  the  visiting  physician. 

3857.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  two  medical  men  whom  No  difficulty  in 
you  suggest  should  be  attached  to  each  lunatic  asylum? — I do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  the  ^°efldnij,^f^]ie3oftlie 
way  of  doing  so. 

3855.  I presume  the  medical  manager  should  be  a person  required  to  withdraw 
altogether  from  practice  ? — He  should. 

3859.  Do  you  consider  that  the  salary  now  usually  given,  about  £260  a-year,  with  house  Salaries  of  medical 
accommodation,  fuel,  &c.,  is  adequate  provision  for  a medical  gentleman  competent  to  take  managers, 
charge  of  such  an  institution  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  is  sufficient ; hut  unfortunately  there  are  too 

many  of  them  anxious  to  get  it.  1 have  a great  objection  to  there  being  only  one  medical 
attendant  for  a lunatic  asylum  where  there  is  anything  like  a largo  number  of  inmates. 

3860.  Being  a member  of  the  medical  profession  yourself,  will  you  give  the  Commis-  Infirmary  accommo- 

sioners  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  infirmary  being  attached  to  every  lunatic  lts  advai1- 

asylum,  for  the  treatment  of  ordinary  eases  of  bodily  illness  ? — I think  that  such  cases 

should  be  treated  iu  an  infirmary,  or  a place  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  I have  known  very 
great  injuries  to  arise  from  having  patients  treated  in  cells.  I should  never  like  to  see  a case 
of  importance,  or  that  was  serious  in  its  nature,  treated  in  a cell . It  is  very  surprising  how  very 
readily  you  can  manage  a number  of  insane  cases  in  an  infirmary,  with  proper  supervision. 

386 1.  I understand  you  do  not  consider  a cell  an  appropriate  place  for  the  treatment  of 
an  ordinary  case  of  bodily  infirmity  ? — 1 do  not. 

3862.  Do  you  consider  that  besides  the  more  immediate  and  constant  attendance  which 
the  nurses  would  bo  able  to  give  to  the  sick  in  one  large  room,  or  in  an  infirmary,  that  there 
are  other  advantages  arising  from  a better  ventilation,  and  soforth,  in  a large  place, 
specially  devoted  to  the  purpose,  which  would  render  it  advisable  that  there  should  be  an 
infirmary? — Yes,  and  a greater  supervision  generally  would  bo  exercised.  There  is  also 
the  association  with  other  individuals. 

3863.  I believe  most  of  the  cells  in  lunatic  asylums  are  not  provided  with  fire-places  ? — 

Most  of  them  are  not. 

3864.  There  would  be  many  cases,  therefore,  in  which  that  condition  of  comfort  would 
be  wanting  if  they  were  treated  in  the  cells  ? — Yes.  Iu  the  workhouses  there  are  fire-places. 

3865.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  religious  ministrations  to  the  insane  ? 

It  is  a question  of  extreme  difficulty.  If  very  judiciously  exercised,  I am  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  useful ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  I would  apprehend  injury  from  it,  unless  it  was 
very  judiciously  and  carefully  exercised.  _ 

3866.  Does  your  answer  particularly  apply  to  the  communications  of  the  clergymen  with 

patients,  rather  than  the  facilities  afforded  to  the  patients  for  attendance  at  ordinary 
worship  ? — Yes  ; I think  an  attendance  at  ordinary  worship  ought  to  be  given.  _ _ 

3867.  You  do  not  see  the  same  risk  in  allowing  a patient  to  attend  at  divine  worship,  in 
the  manner  he  was  wont  to  do  before  entering  the  asylum,  as  might  arise  from  the  com- 
munication of  a religious  non-medical  gentleman  with  the  patient? — There  are  some 
communications  between  a clergyman  and  a patient  which  may  frequently  excite  the 
patient ; but  attending  religious  worship  is  not  likely  at  all  to  excite  him. 

3868.  What  communications  do  you  particularly  refer  to? — I would  state  that  of  con- 
fession and  penance. 

3869.  I understand  you  consider  the  communication  of  a clergyman  calling  the  attention 
of  a patient  to  the  sins  he  has  committed,  and  to  the  necessity  of  penance,  may,  if  not 

judiciously  timed,  injuriously  aftbet  the  condition  of  the  patient?— -Yes. 

3870.  But  I understand  your  latter  answer  in  no  degree  to  modify  your  opinion,  that  the 
patient  should  have  full  opportunity  of  attending  religious  worship  ? — Certainly,  when  he 
is  considered  by  the  authorities  to  be  in  a fit  condition  to  do  so. 

3871.  I of  course  presume  that  no  patients  would  be  allowed  to  attend  at  religious 
worship  unless  they  were  considered  in  a fit  state  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

3872.  Did  the  law  under  which  die  district  lunatic  asylums  were  established,  contem- 

7.  9. 
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plate  the  admission  of  any  patients  who  were  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  their  maintenance? 
— No. 

3873.  Practically,  I believe,  some  such  cases  are  admitted  into  asylums  ? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of,  into  district  asylums ; I never  heard  of  any. 

3874.  What  would  be  your  opinion  as  to  the  admission  of  patients  who  would  pay  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  ? — I have  always  been  favourable  to  it ; and  the 
more  I consider  it,  and  the  more  experience  I have  on  the  subject,  the  more  1 approve  of 
it.  I believe  such  an  arrangement  to  be  very  desirable. 

3875-  IIow  far  do  you  consider  the  State  should  make  provision  out  of  the  public  funds 
for  the  partial  maintenance  of  such  cases  ? — I think  the  State  is  at  least  required  to  make 
provision  for  their  safe  keeping ; and  that,  so  far  as  they  could  fairly  afford,  they  should 
pay  for  their  maintenance  themselves. 

3876.  The  cases  to  which  I refer,  are  cases  in  which  the  patients  do  not  pay  perhaps  more 
than  one-half  or  one-third  of  the  cost,  do  you  consider  the  State  is  called  on  to  contribute 
towards  a provision  for  such  cases? — Yes ; unless  they  are  admitted  into  public  asylums  at 
a moderate  cost  to  be  fixed,  they  must  be  at  large,  as  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  full 
amount  for  their  maintenance  in  private  asylums,  and  that  should  be  guarded  against. 

3877.  If  they  are  at  large,  hut  are  not  dangerous  to  the  community,  do  you  consider  the 
State  would  be  bound  to  make  any  provision  for  them  ? — The  circumstance  of  their  bein® 
lunatics  implies  that  they  are  dangerous  to  the  community,  though  they  may  not  be 
violent.  They  are  very  often  great  drawbacks  on  their  families.  I do  not  think  the 
disposition  to  send  such  persons  to  asylums  is  at  all  so  great  as  that  many  would  be  sent 
except  those  that  ought  really  to  be  in  asylums. 

3878.  Are  there  any  other  grounds  on  which  you  consider  that  lunatics,  not  paupers,  who 
are  kept  by  their  families,  and  are  not  dangerous  to  the  community  at  large,  should  be 
provided  for  to  some  extent  out  of  the  public  taxes  ? — They  always  injure  their  families, 
and  frequently  pauperize  them — that  would  be  one  ground  ; another  is,  that  the  middle  or 
small  class  of  farmers  or  tradespeople  pay  a considerable  portion  of  the  taxation  of  the 
country,  and  they  have  a right,  although  they  are  not  absolutely  paupers,  to  have  their 
insane  provided  for. 

3879-  You  think  that  in  that  respect  they  are  in  a position  somewhat  analogous  to  those 
who  receive  relief  in  county  infirmaries  ? — Somewhat ; but  the  relief  in  county  infirmaries 
depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  illness.  A totally  destitute  person,  having  a bad  fracture, 
or  other  serious  surgical  or  medical  disease,  is  as  well  entitled,  under  the  Infirmary  Acts, 
to  be  admitted  into  a county  infirmary,  as  a small  farmer,  a tradesman,  or  a servant. 

3880.  I presume  that  in  Ireland  there  is  a larger  proportion  of  the  population  of  a 
class  immediately  removed  from  pauperism  than,  perhaps,  in  England  or  Scotland  ? — I 
should  think  there  is,  but  I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  social  state  of  England 
and  Scotland  to  state  positively. 

3881.  Do  you  consider  that  a large  proportion  of  those  people  in  that  condition  would 
be  pauperized  by  having  to  give  proper  attention  and  treatment  to  lunatic  members  of 
their  families  in  their  own  houses  ? — I am  sure  of  it. 


Danger  of  abuse. 


Charitable  institu- 
tions for  the  insane. 


C ^°U  cons^er  ^ advantage  to  the  State  that  insanity  should  be  cured? — 

3883.  Social  evils  might  arise  from  incurable  cases  not  being  properly  treated  ? — Yes. 
I may  mention  a case  that  occurred  with  me  : a man  was  sent  to  the  gaol  of  Clonmel  while 
I was  surgeon  to  that  establishment,  and  he  was  about  to  be  brought  to  trial  for  killing  a 
horse  belonging  to  a gentleman  near  Roscrea.  I examined  the  man  carefully,  and  found 
him  to  be  insane,  and  after  several  days  I reported  him  to  be  such.  It  happened,  fortu- 
nately, that  his  insanity  was  very  recent,  and  that  soon  after  its  occurrence  ho  was  sent 
into  gaol,  and  before  he  left,  he  became  sane  again,  and  remained  sane  for  several  years. 
That,  I think,  is  an  instance  of  the  benefit  of  early  attention  to  cases  of  insanity,  and 
shows  that  injury  would  be  done  by  their  not  being  treated  in  proper  time. 

3884.  Is  there  not  a danger,  when  patients  are  admitted  into  an  asylum  on  the  condition 
ot  then1  paying  a portion  of  their  maintenance,  that  after  some  time  tlieir  friends  cease  to 
pay  that  portion  ? — Certainly ; but  there  might  be  a provision  as  there  is  in  the  Poor  Law 
Act,  under  which  the  parties  would  be  made  to  pay. 

3885.  The  Poor  Law  Act  does  not  admit  of  such  a case  as  a person  being  relieved  by 
the  State  or  out  of  the  public  funds,  except  he  is  entirely  destitute? — In  the  case  of  a 
person  who  may  be  admitted  under  the  Poor  Law  Act,  on  "the  supposition  of  being  a des- 
titute person,  if  it  be  afterwards  discovered  that  his  relatives — such  as  a father  or  mother 

, e P©Y  ^or  tih©  maintenance  of  that  person,  they  are  compelled  to  do  so. 

3886.  But  still  there  is  no  such  thing  as  the  admission  into  a poorhouse  of  a person  who, 

o QQ^ime’  *s  Possesse(l  of  the  means  of  paying  a portion  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  ? — No. 

3887.  How  far  do  you  think  the  class  of  lunatics  in  a position  above  pauperism,  should 
be  left  to  be  provided  for  by  private  charity  ?— I should  be  very  apprehensive  that  they 
would  not  be  provided  for  in  that  way. 

3888.  Are  there  any  charitable  institutions  in  this  country,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics, 
besides  those  of  Swift’s  Hospital  and  the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  which  is  maintained  by  the 
Society  of  Friends  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

3889.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  such  institutions  is  very  desirable  ? — 
it  is,  of  course,  very  desirable  that  such  institutions  should  be  founded  by  benevolent 
and  wealthy  individuals,  but  they  should  be  under  the  same  supervision  as  the  public 
asylums,  or,  at  least,  under  efficient  supervision. 

. *ke  case  that  Ireland,  amongst  its  many  charities,  is  singularly  deficient  in 

institutions  of  the  kind  ?— Yes. 
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3891.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  existing  state  of  the  law  as  regards  the  govern-  Dublin. 

inent  of  asylums? — I consider  that  it  is  capable  of  improvement.  I know  that  respectable  — 

parties  are  appointed  governors,  but  still  I think  the  system  could  be  improved.  ^fLuna^and1 

3892.  What  alteration  would  you  propose?— I think  the  chairman  of  each  board  of  Lunatic &,-c. 
guardians  in  the  district  ought  to  bo  a governor  ; I think  the  appointment  should  not  rest  D.  Phelan,  Esq. 
entirely  with  the  Lord  lieutenant,  but  that  there  should  be  some  local  system  of  appointment.  Boards  of  Governors 

3893.  You  would  propose  something  like  a system  of  representation  of  the  rate-  of  asylums, 
payers  ? — 1 cs. 

3894.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  being  members  of  The  inspectors  as 

the  Boards  of  Governors? — I am  decidedly  against  it.  members  of  boards. 

3895-  I believe  that  arrangement  is  of  recent  origin  ?— I was  not  aware  of  its  being  the 
case  until  I read  the  late  reports,  from  which  I learned  that  they  attended  as  members  of 
the  Boards.  I would  decidedly  object  to  the  arrangement. 

3896.  For  what  reason? — I think  there  arc  several  objections  to  it.  An  Inspector 
becomes  a member  of  a board  at  which  some  question  in  which  ho  is  interested  is 
discussed ; and  suppose  a division  takes  place,  he  votes  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  may 
not  carry  the  whole  board  with  him ; lie  may  wish  to  have  a particular  individual  appointed 
an  officer  of  the  asylum,  and  he  makes  an  effort  to  secure  that  appointment;  in 
this  he  is  defeated  or  succeeds ; but  a portion  of  the  hoard  may  he  opposed  to  him.  I 
think  his  function  should  he  to  attend  the  board  as  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  attend  at 
the  Boards  of  Guardians.  They  have  no  vote,  and  merely  report  the  proceedings  to  a 
superior  authority,  making  whatever  suggestions  they  think  necessary  upon  the  circum- 
stances that  arise. 

3897.  Are  you  satisfied  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  would  he  more 
efficiently  performed  if  their  position  at  the  boards  were  similar  to  that  of  Poor  Law 
Inspectors  attending  meetings  of  Boards  of  Guardians? — Yes;  I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

When  I was  an  Inspector  or  Assistant  Commissioner  I seldom  had  any  difficulty  in  carrying 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  with  me  on  any  question  that  I thought  ought  to  be  passed. 

3898.  In  what  manner  do  you  consider  that  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylums  should  Appointment  of 
be  appointed  ? — I think  it  is  best  to  have  the  appointment  vested  in  the  Government.  superior  officers  of 

3899.  Why  do  you  think  a different  course  should  be  pursued  with  reference  to  officers  °Sy  l""s‘ 
of  lunatic  asylums  from  that  pursued  with  reference  to  the  officers  of  other  public  boards? — 

The  situations  are  very  important,  and  I think  the  responsibility  of  the  appointment 
should  rest  upon  the  Government,  and  that  the  Government  should  make  their  selections 
in  the  way  1 state.  Where  the  appointment  is  vested  in  the  local  authorities,  it  may 
happen  that  tho  persons  least  fitted  for  the  position  are  selected  through  the  influence  of 
individuals. 

3900.  Does  not  that  observation  apply  also  to  Government  appointments,  which  arc 
stated  to  be  made  for  political  reasons  ? — I suppose  it  does. 

3901.  Would  you  be  satisfied  with  the  power  of  dismissal  being  vested  in  the  Executive 
Government,  giving  the  nomination  of  the  officers,  whose  qualifications  are  prescribed  by 
law,  to  the  local  authorities  ? — I would  he  satisfied  with  the  dismissal  being  vested  in  the 
Executive  Government,  sufficient  grounds  to  ho  shown  for  such  dismissal. 

3902.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  an  arrangement  similar  to  that  which  prevails  with 
regard  to  Poor  Law  officers,  that  the  appointment  might  rest  with  the  local  Governors, 
but  that  a veto  should  be  vested  in  a controlling  authority  ? — I see  no  objection  to  that 
arrangement. 

3903.  Would  you  consider  that  preferable  to  the  absolute  nomination  being  left  with 
the  local  Governors? — Yes. 

3904.  Although  the  local  Governors  should  not  be  enabled  to  appoint  persons  whose 
qualifications  were  not  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  ? — That,  of  course,  is  under- 
stood. 


3905.  What  authority  would  you  give  to  the  local  board  with  reference  to  the  dismissal  Dismissal  of  superior 
of  the  superior  officers  ? — I am  not  quite  prepared  to  answer  that  question ; but  the  local  °®ccrs- 
authority  should,  I think,  not  be  empowered  to  dismiss  such  officers  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  higher  authority,  and  after  a full  and  open  investigation.  In  well-proved 
serious  offences,  the  power  of  the  Board  to  suspend  for  a limited  period  is,  I think, 
necessarv. 


3906.  Having  previously  suggested  that  there  should  be  a separate  institution  for  the  The  inferior  officers, 
chronic  and  incurable  cases,  do  you  contemplate  this  institution,  which,  according  to  your 

view,  should  be  distant  from  the  district  asylum,  being  governed  by  the  same  board  ? — 
rrobably  it  would  not  ho  very  material  whether  there  was  another  local  board  or  only  the 
one ; it  might  be  better  to  have  the  same  hoard. 

3907.  With  whom  would  you  consider  the  appointment  of  the  inferior  officers  of  the 
asylum  should  rest?— With  the  Governors. 

3908.  Do  you  feel  that  the  authority  of  the  medical  manager  would  he  at  all  weakened 
oy  the  power  of  dismissal  not  being  left  with  him  ? — I would  decidedly  object  to  his 
having  such  power.  He  should  report  to  the  Board,  and,  in  serious  matters,  ought  to  be 
empowered  to  suspend. 

3909.  Is  there  any  thing  with  regard  to  the  general  inspection  of  lunatic  asylums  which  General  inspection. 
11  ~es  you  requires  amendment  ?— There  is. 

3910.  Be  so  good  as  to  state  your  views  upon  the  subject?— In  the  first  place,  I am  of 
0jPltu°n  Inspectors  should  report  to  a superior  authority ; I am  of  opinion  that  they 
for  it  <*lv^e  districts,  and  that  each  should  have  his  own  district,  and  he  responsible 

3911.  When  you  Bay  that  the  Inspectors  should  report  to  a central  authority,  do  you 
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mean  to  a central  controlling  authority  like  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? — Certainly;  I 
mean  by  a superior  authority,  a Board  of  Commissioners. 

3912.  You  refer  to  periodical  reports,  from  time  to  time,  and  not  to  the  annual  report 
• laid  before  the  Government  ? — 1 refer  to  a report  of  each  institution  which  would  be 

visited,  be  that  report  short  or  long,  and  then  I would  have  a general  report.  Every 
report  made  by  them  should  be  to  the  superior  controlling  authority. 

3913.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  that  each  Inspector  should  always  keep  to  his  own  dis- 
trict. or  that  they  should,  in  turn,  visit  the  several  districts? — 1 think  each  Inspector 
should  keep  to  his  own  district.  When  they  take  it  in  turn,  neither  is  responsible  for  the 
district.  An  Inspector  by  keeping  to  a district  comes  to  know  the  officers  of  the  asylums, 
and  the  patients,  and  is  better  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  various  institutions, 
than  if  he  was  changing  from  one  place  to  another. 

3914.  Do  you  consider  the  inspection  should  extend  to  all  places  where  lunatics  are 
detained,  such  as  workhouses  and  gaols? — I do.  The  law  is  so  at  present;  but  1 am  of  opinion 
that  the  present  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  Inspection  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  the 
inspection  of  several  other  public  institutions,  is  very  defective.  I consider  it  in  this 
light : — suppose  a Lunatic  Inspector  goes  to  Castlebar,  and  inspects  the  lunatics  in  the 
gaol  and  in  the  poorhouse  there,  the  Medical  Charities  Inspector  goes  to  visit  the  work- 
house,  and  the  Prison  Inspector  visits  the  gaol ; then  you  have  three  classes  of  men — two 
of  them  medical  men — visiting  the  same  institutions,  each  to  see  a particular  class  of 
persons — the  Lunatic  Inspector  seeing  the  lunatics,  and  the  Medical  Charities  Inspector, 
the  sick.  I would  suggest,  that  the  Medical  Charities  Inspector  and  the  Lunatic  Inspector 
should  each  have  a district,  and  inspect  the  lunatic  asylum,  the  workhouse,  and  gaols, 
wherever  there  were  lunatics  in  that  district ; and  if  that  arrangement  were  made,  I would 
expect  that  the  inspection  would  he  more  efficiently  done  than  it  can  be  at  present.  You 
have  now  two  Lunatic  Inspectors  and  four  Medical  Charities  Inspectors,  each  performing 
different  functions  in  the  same  institution.  Those  gentlemen  are  educated  in  the  same 
way,  and  are  fitted  for  the  same  duties,  and  therefore  I think  it  would  be  easy  and 
beneficial  to  adopt  the  arrangement  I have  proposed,  and  have  no  division  of  duties  such 
as  exists  between  them  at  present — the  one  visiting  lunatics  and  the  other  visiting  the 
sick,  in  the  same  building. 

3915.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  the  Medical  Charities  Inspectors  never  visit  the 
lunatic  asylums? — I am.  1 would  amalgamate  the  Lunatic  Inspectors  and  the  Medical 
Charities  Inspectors,  and  give  all  the  same  functions. 

3916.  And  that  the  visiting  of  the  workhouses  by  the  Lunatic  Inspectors  is  merely  oc- 
casioned by  there  being  lunatics  in  those  establishments? — Yes ; according  to  the  returns 
there  are  lunatics  in  all  the  workhouses  in  Ireland,  except  throe. 

3917.  Are  you  aware  that  the  law  does  not  require,  at  present,  that  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  should  be  medical  men? — Yes;  the  Act  merely  says  qualified  and 
experienced  persons;  but,  though  one  may  have  experience  in  the  inspection  of  lunatics,  I 
doubt  that  he  can  be  qualified — if  by  it  be  meant  competent — to  do  so  unless  he  is  a well- 
educated  medical  man. 

3918.  Would  not  the  arrangements  you  propose  place  the  Inspectors  under  two  masters 
— the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the  Lunacy  Board  that  you  contemplate  ?— I contem- 
plate, that  if  the  arrangement  I suggest  were  carried  out,  there  should  be  a modification 
of  the  superior  authority  of  the  Medical  Charities  Inspectors. 

3919.  That  modification  could  only  be  effected  by  either  placing  the  Medical  Charities 
under  the  Lunacy  Board,  or  placing  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  under  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners?— I think  both  ought  to  he  placed  under  a board  distinct  from  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners. 

3920.  Is  there  any  thing  else  to  which  you  would  wish  to  draw  attention  with  reference 
to  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors  in  regard  to  the  district  asylums  ? — I do  not  recollect  that 
there  is. 

3921.  IIow  often  in  the  year  do  you  consider  the  inspection  of  district  asylums  should 
take  place  ? — At  least  twice  a-year,  and  I think  if  it  were  quarterly  it  would  be  very  desirable. 

3922.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  should  be  separate  imports  made  upon 
each  institution? — Yes. 

3923.  Was  not  that  formerly  the  case? — It  was,  I believe. 

3924.  Has  there  been  any  alteration  in  the  law  to  cause  its  discontinuance? — I am  not 
aware ; the  present  Act  does  not  make  it  necessary,  nor  does  it  relieve  the  inspectors  from, 
the  duty. 

3925.  Are  you  conversant  with  the  law  as  regards  the  power  of  inspection  of  private 
licensed  houses? — I have  read  it. 

3926.  Would  you  suggest  any  amendment  in  that  law  ? — No,  I am  not  prepared  to  sug- 
gest any. 

3927-  How  far  do  you  consider  that  the  State  should  have  the  power  through  its  inspec- 
tors of  visiting  Chancery  lunatics  who  may  he  in  licensed  houses? — I should  suppose  it 
would  be  very  necessary  that  such  a power  should  exist. 

3928.  Would  yon  extend  that  power  to  the  visitation  of  single  patients,  although  they 
may  not  have  been  found  lunatics  by  commission  ? — I think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
such  an  inspection  whenever  there  was  a report  that  there  was  such  a case. 

3929. _  Do  you  consider  that  the  fact  of  a member  of  the  community  being  deprived  of  his 
reason  justifies  a more  scrupulous  care  of  him  on  the  part  of  the  State? — I do  ; I think 
very  great  care  is  required. 

3930.  Do  you  consider  that  would  warrant  a stricter  surveillance,  such  as  would  not  he 
justifiable  in  the  case  of  those  who  can  take  care  of  themselves? — I do. 
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3931-  Your  experience  as  a Poor  Law  Inspector  has  enabled  you,  I presume,  to  form  an  Dublin. 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  detaining  lunatics  in  workhouses  ?— I think  it  has  _ 7— 

3932.  What  is  your  opinion  on  that  subject  ? — I think  a workhouse  is  a very  unfit  place  cfltaa/aiT 

for  a lunatic.  T.unalic  Asylums,  Ifc. 

3933.  Does  that  observation  refer  to  the  mere  construction  and  arrangement  of  the  build-  *>.  Phelnn,  Esq. 
ing,  or  to  the  system  pursued? — To  both.  The  places  in  which  they  are  put  are  mere  Detention  of  lunatic# 
cells,  away  from  the  eye  of  the  master  or  of  all  the  officers ; and,  with  the  exception  of  eight  ^°0rf  houses ; 

or  ten  workhouses  in  Ireland,  the  lunatics  are  generally  left  to  the  care  of  a male  pauper 
and  a female  pauper,  and  I have  seen  lunatics  left  in  charge  of  a half  idiot.  There  is  no 
attention  to  the  moral  management  where  the  cases  are  such  as  would  admit  of  it,  and  as 
would  be  benefited  by  it,  and  very  often  lunatics  of  that,  class  are  very  much  injured  by  the 
annoyance  they  receive  from  the  paupers. 

3934.  Is  there  any  curative  treatment  pursued  as  regards  their  insanity  ?— The  medical 
officer  occasionally,  of  course,  acts  as  he  thinks  best  when  such  a case  comes  before  him,  but 
the  arrangements  do  not  admit  of  curative  treatment  being  carried  out  to  any  extent,  that 
would  give  a hope  of  much  benefit  being  derived  from  it,  unless  where  it  is'bodily  illness 
that  requires  medical  attention. 

3935.  I presume  under  those  circumstances  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  workhouses 
must  be  .attended  with  serious  injury,  and  must  be  calculated  to  place  impediments  in  the 
way  of  their  cure,  supposing  the  cases  to  be  curable?— Certainly.  J have  known  recent 
cases  to  come  in  as  to  which  I have  exerted  myself  again  and  again  to  try  and  o-et  them 
sent  to  the  district  asylum,  but  without  effect,  and  then  I have  known  them  to  become 
chronic  cases  after  a time. 

3936.  The  arrangements  to  which  you  refer  and  the  small  accommodation  afforded, 
scarcely  admit,  I presume,  of  any  classification  of  lunatics  in  those  places?— There  is  only 
the  one  classification,  that  of  male  and  female ; there  cannot  be  any  other. 

3937.  There  is  no  classification  as  to  their  disease ? — No;  the  violent  insane  patient  is 
placed  along  with  the  epileptic  and  the  idiot ; they  are  all  together. 

3938.  Are  any  arrangements  made  for  the  industrial  occupation  of  those  classes  in  any 
way  ? There  is  no  arrangement  with  a view  to  their  industrial  occupation  in  order  to 
benefit  them,  but  such  as  are  able  are  employed  in  various  domestic  matters,  such  as  carry- 
ing water  and  coals,  and  doing  things  in  that  way. 

3939.  Is  it  not  the  case  in  many  workhouses  that  lunatics  are  left  in  a lunatic  ward  with 
a yard  attached  to  it,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  taking  exercise,  rather  as  an  infirm  class, 
than  to  be  afforded  the  opportunity  of  employment  and  exercise,  such  as  the  other  inmates 
have? — Yes;  that  is  the  case. 

3940.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  may  he  considered  as  a neglected  class  in  a work- 
house — They  are  a neglected  class.  I do  not  mean  to  say,  but  the  master  and  the 
matron  of  a workhouse  pay  more  or  less  attention  to  them,  but  there  cannot  be  that 
attention  paid  to  them  that  they  require. 

3941.  I believe  persons  employed  in  domestic  duties  in  workhouses  are  generally 
paupers? — Yes;  the  cook,  for  instance,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  is  a pauper.  There  are 
ward  masters  and  ward  matrons,  who  are  not  paupers. 

3942.  I believe  the  law  gives  no  power  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  the  Boards  of  Removal  from  work- 
buardians,  or  any  other  authority,  to  remove  a pauper  direct  from  a workhouse  into  an  ll0Uses- 
asylum?— None. 

3943.  Am  I correct  in  stating  that,  in  that  respect,  the  lunatic  pauper  is  in  the  same 

position  as  the  lunatic  out  of  doors — his  friends  must  either  seek  admission  for  him  by  appli- 
cation to  the  Governors  of  the  asylum,  or  if  I10  is  dangerous  he  may  bo  committed  to  a 
S™-  ^GS’  Boards  of  Guardians  and  the  masters  are  in  loco  parentis. 

3944.  Have  you  found  that  the  transfer  of  a lunatic  from  a workhouse  to  an  asylum  has 
been  through  a gaol  ? — A lunatic  pauper  is  occasionally  discharged  from  a workhouse,  and 
commits  an  offence  for  which  he  is  sent  to  gaol,  but  I do  not  know  of  any  instance  in  which 
a pauper  was  sent  to  gaol  by  the  workhouse  authorities. 

3945.  Has  a case  occurred  within  your  experience,  where  a pauper,  having  become  danger- 
ous to  others  in  a workhouse,  has  been  committed  from  the  workhouse  as  a dangerous 

a — Ccrtain,y;  on  the  affidavit  of  the  master  or  of  the  doctor. 

3J46.  1 presume  you  have  visited  some  of  the  gaols  in  Ireland  ? — 1 have  visited  a great  Detention  of  lunatic* 
majy-  _ in  gaols. 

3947.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  provision  made  in  gaols  for  the  custody  of  such 
unatic  paupers? — The  provision  made  for  them  in  gaols  is  quite  unsuited  for  such  a class, 
was  nine  years  surgeon  of  a gaol  myself,  and  T had  there  ample  experience  of  the  injury 
one  to  the  gaol  from  the  reception  of  lunatics,  and.  also  of  the  injury  done  to  the  lunatics 
39 4RW b<3iHS  SGnt  t0  6Uch  a PIace- 

48  Would  you  state  more  fully  your  experience  on  the  point  of  the  injury  as  regards 
e ^ injury  as  regards  the  lunatic  ? — There  being  no  particular  officer  or  person 

vervff  tc 'attend  to  a lunatic,  he  is  frequently  left  in  charge  of  a very  unfit  person  and 
em  1 v * i himself.  There  is  no  moral  management;  there  is  no  effort  made  to  amuse  or 
?Q4Q  t*  lhe  *s  Senerally  shut  up  in  a cell,  in  place  of  being  taken  out  for  air  and  exercise, 
a turnk  usuall7  iJ1  charge  of  a turnkey  or  of  another  prisoner? — Sometimes  of 

395neJTiand  S0Tnetinie8  of  another  prisoner,  and  very  often  he  is  brutally  treated. 

-,r  . Presence  of  dangerous  lunatics  in  a prison,  would,  I presume,  interfere  very 
395 r * f 48  disoiPlil»e?— Very  much. 

• After  what  you  have  stated  I need  scarcely  ask  you  whether  the  prospects  of  a 
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lunatic  pauper's  cure  are  at  all  advanced  by  sending  him  to  gaol? — They  are  not 
advanced,  but  always  the  contrary,  except  in  very  rare  instances,  such  as  the  Roscrea  case 
to  which  1 alluded. 

3952.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  crowded  state  of  the  asylums  is  such,  that  lunatics  are 
at  times  detained  for  considerable  periods  in  gaols  ? — I am  aware  they  are  detained  for  a con- 
siderable time  in  gaols,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  asylums,  and  I am  aware  that  they 
are  sent  to  gaol  precisely  in  order  to  have  them  transferred  to  an  asylum. 

3953.  Is  that  considered  an  easier  mode  of  procuring  the  admission  to  an  asylum,  than 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  application  to  the  Governors  ? — T think  that  course  is  taken  of 
having  lunatics  committed  to  a gaol,  generally  after  their  friends  have  made  application  for 
their  admission  into  an  asylum,  and  have  been  refused.  They  resort  to  this  from  the 
pressure  of  the  case  upon  them,  and  from  their  anxiety  to  have  him  ultimately  sent  to 
an  asylum,  to  accomplish  which  some  of  the  friends  make  the  necessary  oath  as  to  the 
lunatic  being  dangerous. 

3954.  Does  any  alteration  of  the  law  suggest  itself  to  you  with  reference  to  the  removal 
of  lunatics  from  a workhouse  to  an  asylum? — Yes;  I would  so  alter  the  law  that  means 
would  be  afforded  for  sending  curable  lunatics  into  a lunatic  asylum,  and  such  as  arc  idiots 
and  incurables  into  an  institution  where  they  would  be  maintained  at  a cheaper  rate. 

3955.  The  power  at  present  exists  with  the  executive  government  of  removing  a lunatic 
from  a gaol  to  an  asylum? — Yes ; but  not  of  removing  a lunatic  from  a workhouse  to  an 
asylum. 

3956.  Would  you  contemplate  the  giving  a similar  power  of  removing  lunatics  from 
workhouses  to  gaols,  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  to  the  Executive  Government? — 
To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  on  a report  made  by  the  workhouse  medical  officer, 
joined,  if  the  Commissioners  chose,  by  the  District  Medical  Inspector,  or  Inspector  of 
Lunatics. 

3957-  You  have  described  the  workhouses  as  very  unfit  places  for  the  detention  of  lunatics 
— is  it  the  case  that  workhouses  generally  contain  a number  of  imbeciles  who  are  mixed 
throughout  the  wards  of  the  establishment,  not  being  considered  suitable  inmates  for  a 
lunatic  ward? — Yes;  that  is  the  case. 

3958.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  providing  for  this  class,  either  in  an 
establishment  for  chronic  cases,  such  as  you  suggest  should  be  erected,  or  in  a lunatic 
asylum? — I am  of  opinion  that  many  of  that  class  might  bo  left  in  the  poorhouse. 

3959-  I presume  they  arc  a class  for  the  most  part  incurable  ? — They  are  incurable. 

3960.  Would  you  limit  the  selection  of  cases  that  might  be  sent  from  the  workhouses,  so 
as  to  transfer  those  whose  residence  in  the  workhouse  was  rather  injurious  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  establishment,  or  a source  of  annoyance  to  themselves,  from  the  treatment 
they  experienced  from  the  sane  inmates? — I would  removefrom  the  poorhouses  all  those  that 
would  be  likely  to  be  benefited  mentally  by  their  transfer  to  a lunatic  asylum,  and  I would 
also  remove  all  those  who  arc  incapable  of  helping  themselves,  and  that  would  require  the 
treatment  of  a more  suitable  place  than  a workhouse,  without  reference  to  their  mental 
condition. 

396 1.  That  would  leave  a considerable  number  who  might  remain  in  the  workhouse? — 
Yes  ; many  who  might  as  well  be  in  a workhouse  as  anywhere  else. 

3962.  To  whom  would  you  propose  the  selection  of  the  cases  to  be  removed  from  the 
workhouses,  and  to  remain  there,  should  be  given,  supposing  such  an  institution  as  you  have 
suggested  were  erected  for  incurable  cases  ? — The  inspectors  might  confer  with  the  doctors 
of  the  house.  In  that  way  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a fair  conclusion  on 
the  subject. 

3963.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  should  be  medical  men  ? 
— Indeed  it  is. 

3964.  Are  you  aware  that  in  England  one  half  of  the  paid  Commissioners  of  the  Lunacy 
Board  are  barristers,  and  the  other  half  medical  men  ? — Yes.  I am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  barristers,  and  other  persons  well  educated,  will  not  answer  for  the  purpose  ; but  what 
I mean  to  convoy  is,  that  I consider  medical  men  to  be  the  most  suitable  for  the  office  of 
inspecting  lunatics  in  lunatic  asylums.  I am  of  opinion  the  system  of  inspecting  in 
England  is  a very  excellent  one,  having  a barrister  and  physician  going  together.  W e have 
no  provision  for  that  here. 

3965.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  limits  whicli  should  be  placed  to  the  extent 
of  a lunatic  asylum  ? — Yes ; I am  very  much  against  very  large  asylums. 

3966.  What  would  you  consider  to  be  the  outside  number  that  should  be  in  an  asylum  ? 
— As  many  as  the  governor  and  medical  officer  or  officers  would  be  able  to  supervise — say 
about  300. 

3967-  Would  you  limit  tbe  institution  for  chronic  cases  to  that  number  ? — No ; it  might 
be  extended  to  a larger  number. 

3968.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  number  this  extra  asylum  would  be 
required  for  in  Ireland  ? — I think  500  should  be  the  maximum. 

3969.  In  the  course  of  your  evidence  you  have  suggested  the  formation  of  a Central  Board 
of  Commission  of  Lunacy? — Not  of  lunacy  alone,  I would  have  it  to  include  the  Medical 
Charities. 

3970.  What  authority  would  you  give  this  Central  Board  in  lunacy  matters? — The 
direction  and  government  of  all  institutions  in  which  there  were  lunatics. 

3971.  Do  you  mean  the  formation  of  rules  and  regulations  such  as  the  Privy  Council  can 
now  form ; or,  do  you  mean  such  a complete  control  as  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise 
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over  the  workhouses  ?— W ell,  I am  not  prepared  to  enter  on  that  subject.  Wliat  strikes  me  Dublin. 

is,  that  there  is  a detect  in  the  present  system,  from  the  Inspectors- General  havin'*  no  ~ 

superior  authority  to  report  to,  and  to  govern  them.  ° General  Question 

3972.  Do  you  think  the  formation  of  such  a board  might  lead  to  greater  uniformity  in  Lw%,tZjL“? Src. 
the  management  ot  the  various  asylums? — I think  the  asylums  would  bo  much  more  D.  Phelan,  Esq. 
efficiently  managed  under  a directing  board  and  by  inspectors,  who  would  be  able  then  to 
devote  their  whole  time  to  inspecting  and  reporting. 

3973  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  practice  in  England,  by  which  the  Board  have  Pnclta,  rf  the  Eng. 
themselves  discharged  the  duties  of  inspectors  ?— It  appears,  so  far  as  I hare  been  able  to  11,11  '■““r  bond- 
read  the  reports,  they  give  satisfaction.  That  Board  is  made  up  of  two  classes— the  paid 
and  unpaid  members.  I would  contemplate  unpaid  members  as  well  as  paid  members  on 
the  board  I suggest  should  be  established  in  this  country. 

3974.  Inasmuch  as  the  Board  in  England  discharges  itself  the  duties  of  inspectors,  throuo-h 
its  paid  members,  it  differs  materially  from  the  Poor  Law  system  hero,  the  Board  residing 
at  head  quarters,  and  delegating  the  duties  of  inspection  to  other  officers?— Yes;  I think 
tliat  the  Lunacy  Board  is  a great  improvement  on  the  system. 

3975.  Do  you  mean  that  the  personal  inspection  the  paid  members  of  the  Board  are 
obliged  to  give  every  year  to  the  different  institutions,  keeps  them  more  au  courant  with 
the  state  of  those  institutions  than  they  would  he  by  reading  reports  supplied  by  other 
parties  ?— Yes.  I may  give  an  instance.  The  Chairman  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  in  Scotland, 
bir  John  M’Neil,  visits  the  institutions  himself,  and  makes  reports,  and  gives  valuable 
suggestions. 

3970.  What  would  be  your  opinion  of  an  arrangement  by  which,  in  addition  to  Inspectors’  Theproposed  Central 
visits,  the  Commissioners,  or  members  of  the  Central  Board,  should  either  be  bound  to  ^0iU‘L  its  functions, 
visit,  or  have  the  option  of  visiting  the  asylums  themselves  ? — I am  of  opinion  they  should 
have  the  option,  and  that  it  would  be  useful  if  they  were  to  exercise  it  occasionally. 

3977.  Would  you  contemplate  the  Central  Board,  to  which  you  have  referred,  having  the 
power  of  prescribing  the  form  of  procedure,  and  the  manner  in  which  accounts  should  be 
kept  in  the  institutions? — Yes. 

397S.  And  all  other  matters  of  that  kind,  as  is  done  under  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ? 

— Certainly. 

3979.  Do  you  consider  the  Central  Board  should  have  any  power  to  lay  down  a table  or 
scale  of  the  ordinary  dietary  to  he  used  in  each  asylum  ? — They  should  have  a control  over 
the  dietary ; at  least,  I think  it  would  be  judicious  that  they  would  suggest  the  dietary,  and 
that  no  dietary  should  he  used  without  tlieir  sanction. 

3980.  Always  excepting  that  extra  dietary  which  the  medical  man  would  have  the  power 
of  ordering  ? — Of  course. 

3981.  Have  you  given  your  attention  to  the  statistics  of  Lunacy,  as  shown  in  the  reports  Statistics  of  Lunacy; 
of  the  Inspectors-Gencral  of  Lunatic  Asylums  ?— I have  read  them.  I wish  to  hand  in  a £“rable  and  incura- 
table  I have  framed  from  those  returns,  in  reference  to  the  cases  treated  in  the  district  ° e cases" 
asylums.  I do  not  mean  it  as  showing  that  one  institution  is  better  or  worse  than  another. 

I only  mean  to  show  that  there  was  some  discrepancy,  and  that  there  is  something  required 
to  be  explained.  I will  send  you  the  table. 

3982.  I presume  returns  showing  the  number  of  probably  curable  cases  in  the  several 
lunatic  asylums  will  not  be  made  upon  any  uniform  principles,  so  long  as  they  are  made  by 
the  officer  of  each  lunatic  asylum,  respectively,  according  to  his  own  ideas  ? — I would 
expect  a tolerable  uniformity  in  such  returns  from  the  several  medical  officers  of  the 
various  institutions : a probably  curable  case  is  aa  likely  to  be  estimated  as  such  by  one 
medical  man  as  by  another. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin. 


Lunatic  Poor  in 
Worlthouses. 

C.  S.  Crawford,  Esq. 


Special  arrange- 
ments in  workhouses 
for  lunatics. 


Per  centnge  of  ac- 
commodation for 
lunatics  in  work- 
houses  erected  under 
direction  of  Poor  Law 
Commissioners. 


No  classification  of 
lunatics  in  work- 
houses,  except  that 
of  sexes. 


Treatment  of  luna- 
tics in  workhouses ; 
restraint,'  employ- 
ment, &c. 


Dublin,  21st  January,  1857. 

Present  .-—Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry 
Secretary. 

Lunatic  Poor  in  Workhouses. 

Charles  Sharman  Crawford,  esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

3953.  What  official  appointment  do  you  hold  ? — That  of  Poor  Law  Inspector. 

3954.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service  of  the  Poor  Law  Commission  ? — Just  ten 
years.  I was  appointed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1847. 

3985.  Of  what  district  are  you  at  present  in  charge  ? — I am  at  present  in  charge  of  the 
Dublin  district. 

39S6.  How  many  unions  are  comprised  in  that  district  ? — Eleven  unions. 

3987.  Had  you  been  previously  employed  in  other  districts  ? — On  my  appointment,  in 
1847,  1 was  employed  in  the  Cork  district,  where  I continued  for  about  fourteen  months. 

3988.  During  the  ten  years  you  have  held  your  present  office,  you  have  had  many 
opportunities  of  examining  and  becoming  familiar  with  the  arrangements  in  the  various 
workhouses  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  ? — Yes ; during,  I may  say,  the  entire  period, 
except  for  about  two  years,  during  which  time  I was  employed  on  the  Boundary  Commission 
and,  whilst  engaged  on  that  Commission,  very  little  inspection  duty  was  thrown  upon  me. 

3989-  What  special  arrangements  are  made  in  the  several  workhouse  buildings  for  the 
maintenance  of  lunatics  ? — The  general  arrangement  is  to  have  a lunatic  department  at  each 
side  of  the  workhouse — one  for  males  and  the  other  for  females — consisting  generally  of 
about  four  or  five  cells,  with  a room  for  the  ward-keeper — it  is  called  the  inspectors'  room. 
In  giving  the  answer,  I am  speaking  generally,  for  there  are  exceptions. 

3990.  That  is  the  arrangement  in  the  workhouses  erected  uuder  the  direction  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners? — Yes. 

3991.  Those  buildings  are  nearly  all  on  the  same  plan? — Nearly;  with  some  trifling 
variations. 

3992.  The  workhouses  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  formerly  used  for  other  purposes,  and 
were  not  erected  on  that  plan? — The  North  Union  Workhouse  was  formerly  the  House  of 
Industry,  and  the  South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse  was  formerly  the  Foundling  Hospital;  and 
the  portion  of  the  building  appropriated  to  lunatics  in  the  North  Dublin  Union  was  not 
originally  intended  for  that  purpose. 

3993.  Can  you  state  what  per  centage  of  the  accommodation  of  the  newly  constructed 
workhouses,  or  the  buildings  erected  as  such,  was  allotted  to  lunatics? — It  was  very  small: 
in  a workhouse  having  accommodation  for  600  or  800  paupers,  there  would  bo  about  five 
cells  on  each  side  for  lunatics,  that  is  ten  in  all  I should  think  not  above  two  per  cent 
of  the  total  accommodation. 

3994.  Were  those  wards  or  cells  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  tbo  safe  detention  of 
lunatics,  or  are  they  of  that  cheerful  character  which  would  ho  desirable  in  a curative 
establishment  ?— I think  they  have  been  made  as  cheerful  as  the  nature  of  the  circumstances 
permitted,  consistent  with  keeping  the  parties  in  safe  custody.  The  place  has  to  be 
surrounded  by  a wall,  which  prevents,  probably,  any  very  cheerful  aspect ; but  there  is 
always  a good  yard  attached  to  the  cells,  in  which  the  inmates  can  take  exercise. 

3995.  The  limited  accommodation,  which  you  have  described'  as  being  allotted  in  the  new 
workhouses  to  persons  of  unsound  mind,  would  not  admit  of  any  great  classification  of  the 
different  classes  of  lunatics? — Certainly  not.  We  have  only  the  one  classification,  that  of 
males  and  females. 

3996.  And  the  violent,  the  idiotic,  or  the  imbecile  are  all  confined  in  the  one  ward? — 
If  a patient  become  maniacal  or  violent,  he  is  confined  to  one  of  the  cells  during  the  time 
the  violence  lasts.  I may  state  that  the  number  of  those  violent  persons  in  the  workhouses 
is  very  small,  for  whenever  such  a case  occurs,  an  immediate  endeavour  is  made  to  get  rid 
of  the  party  by  having  him  sent  to  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

3997.  In  the  larger  workhouses  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  is  there  any  classification  of  lunatics 
carried  out  ? — No  classification  beyond  the  two  departments  I have  already  stated,  male  and 
female. 

3998.  Is  the  treatment  of  the  lunatics  who  may  be  confined  in  those  lunatic  wards  of  a 
curative  character  as  regards  their  lunacy?— I cannot  say  that  it  has  much  of  a curative 
tendency.  I apprehend  that  the  greatest  part,  if  not  all  the  cases  that  are  in  the  work- 
houses,  are  looked  upon  as  incurable  cases.  They  are  chiefly  idiots. 

3999.  On  what  ground  are  they  necessarily  looked  upon  as  incurable  cases? — As  being 
cases,  I may  say,  of  idiocy  arising  from  natural  defect,  or  from  epilepsy.  Those  are  chiefly 
the  cases  we  have  in  the  workhouses. 

4000.  The  persons  in  charge  of  lunatics  in  workhouses  are,  I believe,  paupers? — The 
party  immediately  left  in  charge  is  a pauper ; but  they  are  always  under  the  cai’e  of  the 
nurse  of  the  infirmary  as  much  as  the  workhouse  patients  are.  She  is  bound  to  look  after 
them,  and  see  that  they  are  properly  attended  to.. 

4001.  Are  any  instruments  of  mechanical  restraint  in  use  in  those  lunatic  wards?— 
Scarcely  ever.  There  are  cases  in  which  I believe  tbe  strait  waistcoat  has  been  put  on,  or 
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another  kind  of  dress,  called  the  “chancellor;”  hut  those  are  very  rarely  resorted  to.  If 
any  case  arises  requiring  the  frequent  application  of  such  means  of  restraint,  they  immediately 
endeavour  to  have  the  party  removed. 

4002.  In  whose  charge  are  those  instruments  of  restraint  generally  left  ?— In  charge  of 
the  infirmary  nurse.  I should  certainly  say  that  they  are  never,  so  far  as  I am  aware  of, 
left  in  charge  of  the  pauper  in  attendance. 

4003.  Is  there  any  employment  or  industrial  occupation  provided  for  the  lunatics  in  the 
wards  ? — There  is.  Many  of  the  females  knit  and  sew.  Those  capable  of  employment  in 
that  way  are  so  employed.  Any  of  the  males  that  are  able  to  work  are  taken  out  of  the 
cells,  and  do  the  ordinary  work  about  the  house.  They  are  not  confined  at  all  to  the  idiot 
cells  and  to  the  idiot  yard. 

4004.  Is  there  usually  an  idiot  yard  attached  to  each  of  those  wards  ?— Always, 

4005-  Is  it  a large  yard  ?»  Not  very  large.  The  size  varies  in  different  unions  in  some 
degree  ; but  it  is  always  a good  yard,  except  in  the  South  Dublin  Union,  where  it  is  a very 
confined  one. 

4006.  Have  you  found  in  the  workhouses  any  number  of  inmates  of  unsound  or  weak 
mind,  who  are  not  confined  to  the  lunatic  wards '? — Yes ; in  a good  many  of  the  work- 
liouses_some  parties  that  are  idiotic  are  allowed  to  mix  with  the  other  inmates. 

4007.  Are  the  lunatics,  when  suffering  from  bodily  ailments,  treated  in  the  general 
hospital  or  infirmary  of  the  workhouse,  or  are  they  treated  in  their  own  cells? — I think 
they  are  generally  treated  in  their  own  cells.  I know  there  are  cases  in  which  the  medical 
officers  have  removed  them  to  the  infirmary;  but,  generally,  1 should  say  they  are  treated 
in  their  own  cells. 


Dublin. 


Lunatic  Poor  in 
Workhouses. 

C.  S.  Crawford,  Esq. 


Airing-courts. 


Association  of  idiots 
with  other  paupers. 


400S.  Have  you  found  that  when  mixing-  with  the  other  inmates  they  are  subjected  to 
annoyances  by  the  paupers? — I never  knew  of  any  complaint  on  that  subject.  I think 
the  general  disposition  is  to  treat  them  kindly. 

5009.  When  a pauper  who  may  bo  of  unsound  mind  presents  himself  for  admission  to  a Admission  and  dis- 
workhouse,  what  is  the  practice  with  regard  to  admitting  him,  or  is  there  any  indisposition  charee  of  lunatic 
to  receive  him?— Such  cases,  I may  say,  seldom  come  before  the  Board.  The  cases  are  paupet8, 
admitted  provisionally  by  the  relieving  officer  and  by  the  master,  and  I never  knew  a 
Board  of  Guardians  to  reject  one  of  those  parties  provisionally  admitted. 

4010.  Ot  course  a case  provisionally  admitted  has  to  bo  considered  by  the  Admission 
Board? — Yes ; but  the  admission  is  at  once  ratified. 

4011.  Supposing  patients,  weak-minded  and  unable  to  take  care  of  themselves,  to  demand 
their  discharge,  what  is  the  practice  in  such  cases  ? — I think  the  practice  is  to  treat  such  a 
demand  as  the  demand  of  an  insane  person  that  has  no  right  to  make  it.  If  an  idiot  or 
insane  person  said  he  wanted  his  discharge,  it  would  not  be  granted. 

40 1 2.  Is  that  the  view  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  acted  upon  ? — That  is  the  view 
acted  upon  by  the  different  Boards  of  Guardians  in  my  district.  I do  not  say  that  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  ever  been  applied  to  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  on  the 
subject. 

4013.  Is  any  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  admission  into  district  asylums  for  lunatic  Difficulty  of  getting; 
paupers  in  workhouses? — I constantly  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  admission  for  parties  lunatics  admitted 
whom  I do  not  wish  to  retain  in  the  workhouse ; the  statement  generally  made  is,  that  int^dStricta^lums. 
there  is  no  accommodation. 

4014.  I believe  there  are  about  200  lunatic  paupers  iu  the  Dublin  Workhouses  at 
present?— Yes;  about  200. 

4015.  When  a lunatic  pauper  becomes  dangerous,  do  the  Guardians  take  steps  to  have  Removal  as  danger- 
him  removed  to  gaol  under  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act? — Yes,  if  they  cannot  get  him  ous lunatics, 
removed  to  the  district  asylum.  The  informations  are  sworn  in  the  usual  way. 

4016.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  in  the  admission  of  paupers  into  asylums  from  the  Other  cases  j bona 
workhouses,  in  consequence  of  the  bond  which  is  required  to  be  given  by  the  friends  for  removaL 

■rm  e applicant  upon  his  admission  to  the  asylum? — I do  not  apprehend  that  any 
difficulty  has  arisen.  I think  the  Guardians  are  ready  in  every  case  to  give  a bond  of  that 
kind. 

4017.  Have  the  Governors  ever  refused  to  admit  a patient  on  the  ground  that  the  Refusals  to  admit  j 
admission  paper  detailing  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  history,  had  not  been  properly  £ro'unds  of- 
filled  up  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  case.  The  refusals  were  always  on  the  ground  that 

there  was  not  sufficient  accommodation. 


4018.  I presume  it  may  at  times  occur,  from  the  fact  of  a patient  being  recently  admitted 
to  a workhouse,  or  from  other  causes,  that  his  histoiy  would  not  be  sufficiently  known  to 
the  master  of  the  workhouse  to  enable  Him  to  give  such  a statement  ? — There  must  be  cases 
of  that  kind.  There  are  parties  of  whose  previous  history  nothing  is  known ; they  are 
unable  to  state  it  themselves,  and  are  apparently  strangers. 

4019.  How  far  do  you  yourself  consider  a workhouse  to  be  a proper  place  of  detention  Suitability  of  work- 
tor  lunatics  ? — I think  a workhouse  is  a very  fit  place  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  of  an  houses  for  detention 
idiotic  character.  I do  not  think  it  a fit  place  for  any  disease  of  maniacal  tendency,  or,  I 0 unatlC8‘ 

may  say,  a disease  of  the  cure  of  which  hopes  would  he  entertained.  I think  the  admission 
ot  lunatics  to  workhouses  should  be  confined  altogether  to  those  cases  of  whose  recovery 
there  are  no  hopes. 

4020.  In  fact,  you  do  not  consider  workhouses  suitable  places  for  curable  cases? — Not 
or  curable  cases ; I do  not  think  they  would  get  in  workhouses  the  treatment  necessary 

for  such  cases. 

4021.  The  letter  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  appears  in  the  evidence  given  before 
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Dublin. 

Lunatic  Poor  in 
Workhouses. 

C.  S.  Crawford,  Esq. 
Objection  to  the 
recaption  of  incura- 
ble lunatics  in  work- 
houses. 


Maintenance  of 
pauper  lunatics  in 
asylums. 


Appropriation  of  a 
workhouse  exclu- 
sively for  quiet  in- 
curable cases. 


Violent  patients  in 
workhouses. 


Attendance. 


Treatment  of  luna- 
tics by  pauper 
attendants. 


the  House  of  Lords  Committee,  in  1843,  regarding  lunatics;  have  you  perused  that  letter? 
— I have  perused  it.  It  is  as  follows : — 

‘•'Dublin,  23rd  September,  1842. 

“ Sib, — The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Clogheen  Union,  on  the  23rd  ultimo,  with  reference  to 
the  resolution  directing  the  Master  to  inform  the  Governor  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  Clonmel, 
that  there  is  accommodation  for  two  quiet  lunatics  in  the  workhouse.  The  Commissioners 
desire  to  state  that  it  would  be  very  inexpedient  to  act  upon  it,  or  to  admit  any  lunatics 
into  the  workhouse.  The  unfortunate  persons  here  contemplated  ought  to  be  the  inmates  of 
an  institution  which  admits  of  such  arrangements  as  their  peculiar  case  required;  which 
arrangements  cannot  be  made  in  a workhouse  without  much  expense  and  difficulty ; and 
incurable  lunatics  received  from  time  to  time  into  the  workhouse,  would  soon  constitute  a 
large  and  permanent  class,  to  the  detriment  of  the  primary  object  of  the  establishment, 
which  is  the  relief  and  prevention  of  pauperism  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

“ By  order  of  the  Board, 

“Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk.” 

4022.  That  letter  points  out  that  no  incurable  lunatics  should  bo  removed  from  a 
lunatic  asylum  to  a workhouse  ? — It  does. 

4023.  The  view  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  would 
not  admit  of  the  incurable  cases  being  left  in  the  workhouse,  as  you  propose  ? — What  the 
Commissioners,  in  this  letter,  seem  to  direct  their  attention  to,  is  the  establishment  of  a 
large  and  permanent  class  of  such  persons  in  workhouses;  but  I do  not  apprehend  the 
objection  stated  in  the  letter  I have  just  read  would  exist,  if  the  number  of  the  class  to 
whom  I have  referred  was  not  large. 

4024.  I presume  the  objection  iu  that  letter  was  very  much  based  upon  the  fact  that  the 
law  would  provide  for  incurable  lunatics  in  other  asylums? — 1 should  think  so ; and  they 
feared  that  the  entire  support  of  the  incurable  lunatics  would  be  thrown  upon  the  work- 
houses. 

4025-  The  class  of  persons  referred  to  in  that  letter  being,  at  the  time,  in  asylums  where 
they  were  maintained  under  the  existing  law,  could  scarcely  be  considered  destitute  poor? 
— 1 should  say  that  they  could  not  he  so  considered. 

4026.  I believe  the  cost  of  maintaining  a pauper  lunatic  in  an  asylum  would  not  be 
levied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  cost  of  maintaining  a pauper  in  a workhouse  ? — No, 
certainly  not.  I apprehend  that,  for  cases  in  the  asylums,  it  is  raised  by  Grand  Jury 
Presentments ; it  would  be  levied  either  on  the  county  at  large  or  on  the  barony.  In  the 
poor  law  case,  the  charge  would  fall  either  upon  the  union  or  upon  the  particular  electoral 
division,  if  the  pauper  had  been  long  enough  resident  in  an  electoral  division. 

4027.  And  in  the  former  case  the  Grand  Jury  rate  is  altogether  levied  upon  the  occu- 
pier, whilst  he  has  to  pay  only  half  the  poor  rate? — Yes.  I may  here  add  that  in  anything 
I have  said  about  incurable  cases  being  lit  for  workhouses,  I did  not  mean  to  convey  that 
a workhouse  would  be  a suitable  place  for  a large  number  of  such  cases.  I do  not  see  any 
objection  to  a limited  number  of  them  being  maintained  in  a workhouse. 

4028.  Is  the  construction  of  a workhouse  generally  such,  that  if  one  was  appropriated 
exclusively  for  such  imbecile,  quiet,  and  incurable  cases,  that  it  could  bo  properly  used  for 
that  purpose  ? — I do  not  see  any  material  impediment  in  the  way  of  its  being  used  for  that 
purpose  ; it  would  be,  in  fact,  turning  a workhouse  into  a lunatic  asylum,  and  I do  not  see 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  doing  so. 

4029.  I believe  a large  number  of  workhouses  were  erected  since  the  period  of  the 
famine? — Yes,  about  thirty. 

4030.  Being  an  addition  of  upwards  of  twenty-five  per  cent.? — Yes. 

4031.  Suppose  a lunatic  who  became  violent  is  placed  in  a cell  which  is  not  padded, 
what  provision  is  there  for  attendance  upon  him  during  his  confinement  therein  ? — I cannot 
say  that  there  is  any  special  provision,  but  I apprehend  in  such  a case  a party  is  never  left 
alone.  I have  not  heard  of  any  injury  occurring  to  any  maniacal  patient  during  the  time 
of  his  being  in  a violent  or  excited  state. 

4032.  Who  is  the  attendant? — There  is  a pauper  attendant  who  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  infirmary  nurse,  and  the  medical  officer,  and  also  under  the  control  of  the 
Master  and  Matron  of  the  workhouse. 

4033.  Is  the  cell  in  which  a patient  may  be  thus  confined  immediately  adjoining  the 
infirmary  where  the  nurse  is  engaged  ? — It  is  in  the  infirmary  range. 

4034.  In  the  course  of  your  inspection,  have  you  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  paupers 
in  charge  of  the  lunatics  in  workhouses  treat  them  harshly  ? — 1 have  not.  I have  heard  no 
complaints  to  that  effect. 

4035.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  find  a whip  with  a pauper  in  charge  of  lunatics  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  idiot  boys  in  order? — I should  indeed.  I never  heard  of  such  a 
thing. 

4036.  You. are  not,  therefore,  prepared  for  the  statement  that  the  Commissioners  saw 
such  a thing  in  the  Carlow  workhouse  ? — I am  not. 

4037-  Is  there  any  amendment  you  would  wish  to  suggest  in  the  law  as  regards  pauper 
lunatics  ? — What  I feel  is  chiefly  wanted  is  some  better  power  than  the  Guardians  have  at 
present  of  removing  from  the  workhouse  to  some  other  place  parties  who  appear  unfitted 
for  remaining  in.  the  workhouseB.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  effecting  this. 
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St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  founded  by  Dean  Swift  (in  continuation  from  page  151). 

Rev.  Edward  Singleton  Abbott  sworn  and  examined. 

4038.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital? — Yes. 

4039.  How  long  have  you  occupied  that  position? — I was  elected  in  1849. 

4040.  Can  you  state  to  the  Commissioners  what  is  the  course  at  present  pursued  with 
reference  to  the  admission  of  patients  to  that  hospital ; what  proportion  of  free  patients 
arc  admitted,  and  what  proportion  of  paying  patients? — That  was  formerly  a matter  of 
uncertainty,  but  about  two  or  three  years  ago  1 suggested  that  it  would  be  well  if  there  were 
some  certain  data  to  go  upon:  150  was  the  number  received,  and  I thought  if  we  settled 
upon  having  seventy-five  free  and  seventy-five  paying  patients,  that  it  would  enable  us  at 
once  to  see  whether  we  had  a vacancy  for  a free  patient  or  not. 

4041.  It  was,  I understand,  therefore,  upon  your  suggestion  that  the  minute  of  the 
7th  November,  1S53,  which  states  that  the  free  patients  are  not  to  exceed  seventy-five  in 
number,  was  adopted? — Yes;  it  is  not  stated  on  the  face  of  the  minutes  by  whom  those 
things  are  proposed. 

4042.  In  perusing  the  former  minutes  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that  the  reception  of 
paying  patients  commenced  shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  institution,  in  the  last 
century  ? — That  I am  not  able  to  speak  about ; however  it  was  found  a very  profitable 
arrangement,  and  a large  sum  of  money  was  thereby  accumulated — about,  in  Government 
stock,  £20,000. 

4043.  Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  Report  made  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  year  1800,  on  the  Condition  of  the  Hospital  ? — Yes.  I 
read  the  following  passage  Tho  building  was  originally  planned  for  the  reception  of 
forty-eight  patients,  but  in  such  a manner  as  to  admit  of  additions  thereto,  agreeable  to 
the  will  ot  the  founder,  whenever  the  fuuds  of  tho  hospital  would  enable  the  Governors 
to  make  such  additions.  The  bounty  of  Parliament,  and  bequests  from  some  very  humane 

individuals,  did  enable  the  Governors  to  extend  the  building  in  the  year  * 

for  the  reception  of  forty-eight  additional  patients  ; and  the  applications  for  admission  into 
the  hospital  increasing  greatly,  Parliament  was  pleased,  by  another  grant,  to  enable  the 

Governors,  in  the  year * to  extend  the  building  still  more,  so  that  at  present  it  is 

capable  of  receiving  158  patients — namely,  106  paupers  and  fifty-two  boarders,  according  to 
an  appropriation  by  the  Governors,  who  early  found  it  necessary  to  entertain  boarders,  in 
order,  by  some  profit  thereon,  to  enable  them  to  receive  a greater  number  of  paupers.” 

4044.  Turn  to  a subsequent  minute  of  the  1st  of  August,  1S08,  in  which  a further  state- 
ment of  tho  condition  of  the  house  at  that  period  is  given? — Yes,  I do  so  ; and  tho  state- 
ment is  as  follows : — “ The  committee  also  report,  that  they  found  the  wards  in  as  good 
order  as  could  be  expected,  considering  tho  description  of  patients  contained  in  them. 
The  following  is  the  state  of  the  chambers  and  wards  for  boarders,  and  the  wards  for 
paupers:— eight  male  chambers;  boarders,  eighty  guineas ; four  female  ditto,  eighty  guineas ; 
twenty-four  male  ward  boarders, forty  guineas;  fifteen  female  ditto;  one  ditto  charged, but 
not  paid  for,  forty  guineas;  thirty-five  male  paupers;  fifty-one  female  ditto.  Signed,  ‘ James 
Yersehoyle.”’ 

4045.  Would  you  next  turn  your  attention  to  the  memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
which  appears  in  tho  minutes  of  tho  11th  November,  1815? — Yes  ; I do  so. 

4046.  I believe  it  is  there  stated,  that  at  that  time  the  number  of  free  patients  was  100, 
and  the  number  of  paying  patients,  fifty  ? — Yes. 

4047.  The  number  of  paying  and  free  patients  slightly  varied  therefore  during  those 
periods  ? — I should  presume  the  number  did  vary ; I have  never  examined  those  books. 

404S.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  given  before  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1843,  that  at 
the  period  when  Lord  St.  Leonards  was  Chancellor  of  Ireland  he  visited  St.  Patrick’s 
Hospital  ? — Yes.  He  is  a chartered  governor. 

4049.  His  attention  was  then  attracted  to  the  number  of  patients  who  were  received 
free  upon  the  establishment,  and  to  the  number  of  boarders  who  paid? — Yes;  he  dis- 
approved of  our  receiving  moro  than  forty  guineas  a-year  for  patients. 

4050.  In  the  minute  which  he  made  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit,  does  he  not  state  the 
number  of  patients  to  be  155,  of  whom  ninety-four  were  freo  and  sixty- one  were  paying 
patients? — Yes;  I imagine  wc  admit  as  fair  a proportion  of  free  patients  as  our  means 
would  admit  of.  We  have  no  superfluity  of  funds  now,  beyond  a small  balance  of  £200  a-year. 

4051.  I believe,  in  consequence  of  Lord  St.  Leonards’  communication  with  the  Board 
on  the  subject,  a rule  was  made,  that  patients  paying  above  forty  guineas  a-year  should  be 
discontinued? — Yes.  I mentioned  that  we  bad  accumulated  some  £20,000  by  means  of 
paying  patients,  which  was  placed  in  Government  stock,  and  the  interest  upon  that  assists 
the  institution. 

4052.  I presume  that  forty  guineas  was  calculated  to  he  about  a fair  average  cost  of 
maintenance  ? — Yes  ; it  was  estimated  that  it  would  cover  the  expense  of  a patient. 

4053.  There  is  little,  if  any,  profit,  therefore,  at  present  derived  from  the  boarders? — I 
should  say  none. 

4054.  It  appears  from  a statement  laid  before  the  Commissioners,  that  in  ’53  the  free 
patients  were  seventy-one  in  number,  and  the  paying  patients,  seventy-three? — Yes. 

4055.  I believe  in  that  year  the  resolution  was  adopted,  to  which  you  have  referred, 
that  the  number  of  free  patients  should  be  seventy-five  ? — Yes. 

4056.  The  intention,  I presume,  was,  that  the  number  of  paying  patients  should  not 

exceed  one-half — seventy- five? — Yes.  The  principal  object  was,  that  we  would  not 

* Blank  in  the  original. 
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Dublin.  be  pressed  too  much  by  free  patients,  and  that  we  should  have  afixed  ruleto  guide  us  when 

we  had  to  consider  the  admission  of  patients. 

_ 4057.  At  the  period  of  the  Commissioners’  visit  the  number  of  paying  patients  was 
eighty-three,  and  of  free  patients,  sixty-six  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that.  It  might  arise  in 
this  way,  that  there  were  no  applications  from  free  patients,  and  then  we  mio-ht  have 
admitted  paying  patients. 

4058.  Are  you  aware,  that  since  the  period  when  the  resolution  was  passed,  the  number 
of  free  patients  has  never  reached  seventy-five? — No  : on  the  contrary,  I rather  thought  it 
had.  There  were  certainly  no  objections  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  with  free  patients  If  we 
had  applications. 

4059.  I believe  the  applications  are  considered  at  the  monthly  meetings  ? — Yes  ; at  the 
monthly  meetings. 

4060.  Have  the  Hoard  always  before  them  at  that  time  a statement  of  the  number  of 
free  and  paying  patients  in  the  institution?— Yes;  and  the  return  I speak  of  is  made  to 
enable  us  in  fact  to  decide  whom  we  can  admit. 

4061.  It  appears  from  the  minutes,  that  on  the  7th  January,  1856,  four  female  cases  were 
rejected  on  the  ground  that  there  were  no  vacancies,  while  one  male  case  was  admitted  at 
£30  per  annum.  Do  you  suppose  the  rejection  of  the  female  cases  arose  from  there  being 

a want  of  free  places,  or  a want  of  accommodation  at  the  female  side  ? Well,  when  it 

is  said  in  the  minutes  there  was  no  vacancy,  of  course  there  was  not ; I do  not  remem- 
ber the  particular  cases,  but  I should  say  there  was  no  room  for  them.  We  know  by  the 
Master’s  report,  which  is  placed  before  the  Governors  at  every  mooting,  and  which  states 
the  number  of  vacancies  in  the  house.  There  might  be  an  error. 

4062.  I presume  the  intention  in  limiting  the  amount  to  be  received  from  paying 
patients  was,  to  provide  for  all  classes  of  persons  who  would  bo  enabled  to  pay  that  sum, 
but  not  a larger  sum  ? — I rather  think  that  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  the  Lord  Chancellor* 
thought  that,  as  this  was  a charitable  institution,  the  Governors  were  wrong  in  previously 
making  a profit  on  patients.  I have  heard  so.  I was  not  a Governor  at  the  time. 

i06f  Practically,  do  the  Governors,  in  admitting  a patient,  consider  whether  that 
patient,  from  Ins  position  in  life,  and  circumstances  generally,  would  be  enabled  to  pay 
to  the  asylum  a larger  sum  than  forty  guineas? — We  certainly  always  take  that  into  con- 
sideration. One  of  tho  queries  is  as  to  his  property,  and  it  must  be  stated  that  the  party 
18  Han  .it  t0  more-  . Tli®  statement  of  property  is  certified  by  witnesses. 

40b4.  It  appears,  that  in  May,  1S54,  a patient  was  admitted  at  thirty  guineas  per  annum, 
who  was  the  son  of  a nobleman? — That  was  a most  distressing  case.  The  party,  though  the 
son  of  a nobleman,  was  steeped  in  poverty. 

4065.  Have  you  found  that,  after  patients  have  been  admitted  as  paying  patients, 
there  is  a difficulty  in  recovering  the  stipend  which  they  conditioned  to  pay  ? — Very  fre- 
quen  . y applications  are  made  for  the  reduction  of  the  payment,  which  we  resist  as  much  as 
possible ; there  may,  however,  be  genuine  cases  arising,  for  instance,  from  the  death  of 
a mend  by  whom  the  stipend  was  paid. 

4066.  In  estimating  the  number  of  free  patients  who  should  be  admitted  into  the  insti- 
tution, was  the  calculation  made  with  reference  to  the  original  bequests  of  Dean  Swift  and 
to  the  hinds  accumulated  from  the  payment  of  boarders  ? — No ; there  was  no  pecuniary 
calculation  made  ; the  object  was  merely  to  have  a definite  rule  to  guide  us.  We  always 

AMS*  y . ced  om'.  accounts  at  tho  end  of  the  year. 

7.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a considerable  charity  is  done  by  receiving  patients  even 
paying  small  sums?— An  amazing  amount  of  charity  is  done  hi  that  way;  many  distress- 
ing cases  are  admitted  at  twenty  pounds  a year. 

4068.  At  the  period  of  the  original  bequest  of  Dean  Swift,  and  long  after,  there  was  no 
le^nrn10Tir°v  at  m Heland  for  the  lunatic  poor  ? — No. 

„ „ , 9 believe  the  hospital  has  from  time  to  time  received  aid  from  Parliamentary 
grants?— So  I have  heard. 

ao7?  i -1  recent  7ears  ? — Ho,  it  has  no  grant  at  present. 

-r,  b believe  there  are  no  regular  chaplains  appointed  to  the  institution  except  the 
, ' 1 ' °bbm,  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  ? — He  was  not  appointed  chaplain, 

ie  was  appointed  secretary.  The  history  of  that  arrangement  is  this  : Mr.  Craddock,  a 
governor,  received  some  fees  for  writing  the  minutes.  When  I went  there  first,  I used  to 
assist  inm  in  doing  so ; subsequently  I was  requested  to  accept  the  office,  but  I stated  that 
i considered  it  would  he  awkward  for  me  as  a Governor  to  receive  fees.  The  fees  were,  I 
unaerstand,  a guinea  upon  each  lease,  and  I thought  it  was  better  that  another  gentleman 
snould  be  appointed  who  would  receive  those  fees,  and  do  the  duty.  They  amount  to 
™ T.e . Y pounds  a year.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dobbin  was  chaplain  to  Steevens’  Hospital, 
adjmns,  and  he  gave  his  services  as  chaplain  gratuitously. 

, • . is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  having  religious  services  performed  in 

, anp*lc  “Sktatoon  ?— For  very  few  indeed  I think  it  of  use  in  a lunatic  asylum.  There 
The,  T?  W to  whom  it  is  a great  blessing  to  have  their  clergyman  to  speak  to  as  a friend. 

40,rr  b’T’bofrc  priest,  I am  told,  is  constantly  admitted  to  see  Roman  Catholic  patients. 

ti  ' . Part  brom  the  communication  that  might  take  place  between  a clergyman  and 
at  r a5  ™ember  of  his  church  in  an  asylum,  do  you  think  it  desirable  or  otherwise, 

• w , may  be  labouring  under  insanity  should  have  the  opportunity  of  attend- 

° i ° ^a^8bip  ? Certainly,  and  I think  the  medical  adviser  would  be  the  person  to 
of  worship  16  6 t0  ^0;  S0Tne  the  patients,  I understand,  do  go  out  with  keepers  to  places 

4074.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  what  number  usually  go  out  ? — I believe  very  few- 
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4075.  Do  the  Governors  frequently  make  an  inspection  of  the  whole  asylum  ? — Not  very  Dublin. 

frequently,  every  hoard  day  they  generally  do.  

4076.  Is  there  a Committee  of  Governors  appointed  to  act  as  a visiting  Committee?—  H St:  faJric% h 

Not  as  a visiting  Committee,  there  is  a Committee  appointed  in  reference  to  accounts.  °SJZ)ea’n  Sw'ifi  'J 

4077.  Was  there  not  formerly  a house  Committee  ?— Not  in  my  memory.  Eev  E s Abbott 

4078.  Is  there  any  padded  room  in  the  asylum  for  the  seclusion  of  violent  patients?—  inspection  of  tlie 

No.  Within  the  last  three  years  rooms  have  been  partitioned  off  the  corridor  for  trouble-  house  by  the 
some  or  violent  patients  to  prevent  them  disturbing  the  other  patients.  Governors. 

4079-  That  is  not  what  is  meant  by  a padded  room  ?— It  is  not.  I think  I may  venture  No  paddedroom. 
to  say  the  Governors  arc  most  anxious  to  make  any  improvements  that  are  suggested.  We 
depend  greatly  upon  our  medical  advisers,  and  occasionally  ask  them  have  they  any  sug- 
gestion to  make.  We  floored  a corridor  that  was  flagged,  at  considerable  expense,  some 
time  ago,  and  we  made  new  water-closets. 

4080.  Has  the  question  of  putting  up  proper  baths  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Baths  and  washing 
Governors? — No;  we  have  baths  at  present.  I understand  it  is  considered  a bad  plan  to  arrangements, 
have  them  on  the  corridor  with  the  patients ; they  used  to  be  dabbling  in  them. 

40S1.  Are  you  aware  there  is  only  one  fixed  bath  for  the  use  of  the  150  patients?— 

Tes. 

4082.  And  that  bath  is  not  at  present  fit  for  use? — That  I am  not  aware  of.  I should 
suppose  it  is  fit  for  use.  I have  not  seen  it  for  the  last  year. 

4083.  Has  the  master  recently  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  the  imper- 
fect condition  of  the  bath  ? — No. 

4084.  You  are  not  therefore  prepared  to  hear  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’ 
visit,  the  bath  was  entirely  out  of  order,  and  that  there  were  only  two  portable  slipper 
baths  available  for  the  use  of  the  patients?— I am  surprised  to  hear  it;  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
master  not  reporting  it ; if  he  did  so  it  would  have  been  immediately  attended  to. 

4085.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  that  a visiting  or  a house  committee  should  be  appointed  Desirableness  of 
who  would  be  enabled,  themselves,  to  detect  those  deficiencies? — I think  it  would,  and  in  Vlsltmg  Committee, 
fact  the  Governors  themselves,  strictly  speaking,  ought  to  look  to  those  things.  None  of 

the  Governors  but  have  been  through  the  wards  occasionally. 

4056.  Are  you  aware  that  there  arc  no  lavatories  for  the  use  of  the  patients,  and  that  the  No  lavatories, 
washing  of  the  patients  is  conducted  in  the  day-rooms,  in  tubs  ? — They  wash  in  a room  off 

each  of  the  corridors,  near  the  day-rooms. 

4057.  There  are  no  lavatories  with  cocks  and  basins,  as  in  the  modern  asylums? — No. 

4088.  Are  you  aware  that  the  only  provision  for  bathing  patients  with  warm  water  is  by 

carrying  it  up  in  tubs  from  the  kitchen  ? — I am  not. 

4089-  Has  the  question  of  lighting  the  establishment  with  gas  ever  occupied  the  attention  Lighting  the  bouse, 
of  the  Governors  ? — lres,  it  has,  but  not  very  much ; it  was  thought  too  dangerous  a thing 
to  do. 

4090.  Have  you  ever  visited  the  corridors  after  nightfall  ? — No  ; I never  was  there  at 
night. 

4091.  You  arc  not  perhaps  aware  that  the  only  provision  for  lighting  galleries  380  feet 
in  length,  is  three  or  four  tallow  candles  ? — There  are  lanterns  in  the  corridors  in  which  I 
presume  the  candles  are  placed. 

4092.  Is  there  any  regular  record  kept  of  the  cases  in  which  restraint  is  used,  such  as  Medicines; restraint, 
the  application  of  the  strait  waistcoat  ? — There  is  not.  That  is  done  under  the  direction 

of  our  medical  advisers.  Itcstraint  is  very  rarely  used ; probably  not  in  more  than  three 
cases  at  a time  out  of  150. 

4093.  I believe  the  apothecary  docs  not  reside  upon  the  premises  ? — No. 

4094.  And  the  medicines  arc  supplied  by  him  as  the  compounder  ? — Yes. 

4095.  They  are  not  purchased  wholesale  by  the  establishment,  and  compounded  upon 
the  spot? — No.  Mr.  Nicolls,  of  Dawson-street,  is  the  apothecary,  who  supplies  the 
medicines. 

4096.  Do  you  know  what  means  there  are  of  providing  medicines  on  a sudden  emergency 
in  the  house,  or  of  administering  them  ? — I do  not.  I believe  there  is  a supply  kept  of  the 
common  medicines,  but  a physician  visits  every  morning  in  the  year. 

4097.  Are  you  aware  those  medicines  are  left  in  the  charge  of  an  ordinary  nurse  ? — 

She  is  a superior  nurse. 

4098.  Are  you  aware  that  the  instruments  of  restraint,  such  as  the  muff,  leg-straps,  and  Instruments  of 
strait  waistcoat,  are  actually  in  charge  of  the  ordinary  keepers? — They  may  be,  1 do  not  doubt  restraint,  custody  of. 
it;  but  I feel  assured  they  arc  never  used  except  under  the  direction  of  the  medical 

advisers. 

4099.  That  assurance  must  depend  upon  the  confidence  you  feel  in  the  keeper  in  whoso 
charge  they  are  ? — It  is  not  a confidence  in  the  subordinate  nurse  or  officer  who  keeps 
them,  but  in  the  medical  adviser,  who  visits  every  morning ; and  I think  if  any  thing  of  the 
kind  occurred,  the  patients  would  complain. 

5000.  Might  it  not  be  the  case  that  a patient  might  be  in  such  terror  of  the  keeper 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  so  treating  him,  as  to  be  fearful  of  complaining  ? — It  might  be  ; 
the  cases  of  restraint  are  extremely  rare. 

50.01.  Lord  St.  Leonard’s  minute  of  1843  contained  this  statement : “ There  is  no  Case-  Minute  of  Lord  St. 
Book,  and  some  of  the  important  entries  in  the  Day  Statement  Book  are  not  filled  up  Leonards,  as  to 
regularly,  and  therefore  the  number  of  patients  under  restraint  at  all  times  does  not  appear.  1,00 ks>  &c' 

There  is,  however,  but  little  restraint  here.  The  apothecary  lives  in  Dublin,  a long  distance 
from  the  hospital,  and  the  medicines  are  compounded  generally  at  his  shop,  which  of  course 
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leads  to  delay  and  trouble.  It  seems  desirable  that  the  apothecary  should  attend  every  dav 
and  prepare  the  medicines  generally  on  thespot.”  From  the  answers  you  have  given  it  would 
appear,  that  as  regards  the  entries  of  restraint,  as  regards  the  objection  to  the  apothecary 
residing  at  the  distance,  and  the  compounding  of  medicines,  nothing  has  been  done  to  alter 
the  state  of  things  of  which  Lord  St.  Leonards  then  complained  ? — No  ; I am  amazed 
something  has  not  been  done.  I never  heard  of  this  suggestion.  Even  now,  if  we  were 
told  these  alterations  were  desirable  they  would  bo  carried  out  if  approved  of  on  con- 
sulting our  medical  adviser.  At  the  same  time  I must  say  it  is  an  hospital  admirably 
conducted.  ^ 

5002.  I believe  the  charter  requires  that  three  of  the  Governors  should  be  present  at 
each  meeting,  to  form  a quorum  ? — Yes. 

5003.  Have  you  known  instances  when  the  business  has  been  transacted,  although  three 
Governors  have  not  attended? — Yes. 

5001.  That  has  been  considered  irregular ?— Quite  so.  It  was  unavoidable;  we  could 
not  postpone  the  paying  of  the  tradesmen’s  bills,  but  we  never  admitted  patients  on  those 
occasions. 

5005.  It  appears  that  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1854,  one  Governor  was  present,  and  patients 
were  admitted,  and  all  the  ordinary  business  of  the  day  was  done;  that  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with  the  charter  ? — It  was  extremely  wrong. 

5006.  With  reference  to  the  admission  of  free  patients  and  paying  patients,  and  the 
limitation  to  seventy-five,  to  which  the  former  class  are  restricted,  would  you  not  consider 
it  desirable  that  on  each  day  there  should  be  a return  before  the  board,  of  the  actual 
number  of  free  and  paying  patients  in  the  house  ? — That  is  done. 

5007-  How  do  you  account  for  the  entry  in  the  minute  of  the  7th  March,  1853,  in  Eliza 
Cromwell’s  case,  that  there  was  no  vacancy  for  a free  patient,  when  there  were  only  seventy- 
one  free  patients  in  the  house  ?— I think  that  is  a mistake.  I think  you  will  find  in  the 
book  that  there  was  no  vacancy.  The  master  mentioned  that  matter  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Governors,  after  bis  own  examination  before  the  Commissioners. 

5008.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  clinical  instruction  is  given  in  the  hospital?— I 
am  not. 

5009.  Are  you  aware  that  there  was  an  order  of  the  21st  May,  1844,  that  clinical  instruc- 
tion should  be  given,  and  that  students,  keepers,  and  matrons  of  other  asylums,  might 
attend  ? — I am  not. 

5010.  The  charter  requires  that  leases  should  be  made  only  at  quarterly  meetings,  and 

with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  ex-officio  Governors? — Yes.  ° 

5011.  Has  that  regulation  been  strictly  adhered  to  ?— Yes ; I think  so. 

5012.  And  the  charter  also  requires  that  no  lease  shall  be  made  to  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration, or  those  allied  to  them  ? — Yes. 

5013.  Has  that  been  adhered  to  ? — Yes. 

5014.  Does  Mr.  Verschoyle  hold  land  under  the  Board  ?— He  docs,  under  old  leases. 

5015.  Those  were  prior  to  the  purchase  made  by  the  Board?— Yes;  Mr.  Verschoyle 
inherited  some  ground  near  Saggart,  near  our  property.  His  was  in  detached  portions 
mixed  up  with  ours,  and  there  were  some  exchanges  made  between  the  two,  taking  both 
upon  Griffith  s valuation ; otherwise  it  would  have  been  an  awkward  thing.  That  will  bear 
the  closest  sifting.  It  was  an  advantage  to  the  hospital  to  make  the  exchange. 

5016.  The  charter  seems  to  provide  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  not  to  exceed 
one-third  of  a clear  year’s  interest  and  profits  of  the  Governors’  personal  estate.  Is  the 
attention  of  the  Governors  given  to  that  provision  ? — There  has  been  no  alteration  in  salaries 
these  many  years,  with  the  exception  of  £20  a year  to  the  Her.  Mr.  Dobbin. 
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Dublin,  22nd  January,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr. 
Barry,  Secretary. 


Dublin. 


Detention  op  Lunatics  in  Gaols. 

James  Carry  Cornelian,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 


Detention  of  Lunatics 
in  Gaols. 

J.  C.  Connellan.Esq. 


5017-  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Inspectors-Goneral  of  Prisons  in  Ireland? 

I am. 

5018.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — About  six  years  and  a-half. 

5019.  During  the  period  that  you  have  held  your  present  office,  the  duty  of  inspecting 

asylums  has  formed  no  portion  of  your  duty  as  Inspector-General  of  Prisons? No ; those 

duties  were  transferred  to  the  Inspectors-General  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  by  the  8th  and  9th 
Vic.,  chap.  107. 

5020.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  each  of  the  gaols  in  Ireland  ?— At  least  once  a year- 

but  much  oftencr  if  it  should  be  necessary.  J ’ 

5021. '  Is  the  number  of  lunatics  at  present  confined  in  gaols  very  considerable  ?— The  Number  of  lunatics 
number  on  the  1st  of  January  last  amounted  to  159,  of  whom  81  were  males,  and  78  m gaols, 
females ; that  number  includes  every  class,  dangerous  and  idiotic. 

5022.  That  number  would  include,  as  well  as  dangerous  lunatics,  the  lunatics  who  may 
be  criminal  lunatics  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  therefore  fit  cases  for  removal 
to  the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  at  Dundrum  ? — Yes. 

5023.  Is  the  number  which  you  have  mentioned  as  being  confined  in  gaols  on  the  1st  of 
January  last,  in  excess  of  the  ordinary  numbers  during  the  period  you  have  held  your 
office  ?— It  is  considerably  lower  than  the  number  which  prevailed  during  the  first  years  of 
my  holding  my  present  office,  but  for  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  a sort  of  normal  number, 
an  almost  regular  average.  We  find  that  it  has  fallen  in  few  cases  below,  or  risen  above,  the 
present  number. 

5024.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a statement  of  the  number  of  lunatics  in 
each  gaol  ? — I can.  [Samo  is  delivered  in.] 

5025.  From  the  return  which  you  have  just  put  in,  it  would  appear  that  the  greater  number 

of  lunatics  are  confined  in  the  gaols  of  five  counties,  including  the  city  of  Dublin  ? Yes. 

5026.  I observe  that  1 1 0 of  the  number  are  confined  in  the  gaols  of  the  county  of  Dublin, 
the  city  of  Dublin,  Tipperary,  Wexford,  and  Donegal? — Yes. 

5027-  Will  you  mention  the  gaols  in  which  there  are  at  present  no  lunatics  ? — Those  of 
Antrim  (at  Belfast),  Armagh,  Cork  city,  Galway  town,  Kerry,  Leitrim,  Drogheda,  Meath 
(at  Trim),  Monaghan,  Roscommon,  Sligo,  Tyrone  (at  Omagli),  Waterford  county  and  city, 
and  Westmeath  (at  Mullingar). 

5028.  Are  the  gaols  which  you  have  now,  from  the  return,  shown  to  have  contained  no 
lunatics  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  generally  free  from  lunatics,  or  do  tliov  usually  contain 
only  a small  number  ? — They  are  generally  free  from  lunatics.  There  have  been  conges- 
tions of  lunatics  in  four  of  the  district  asylums. 

5029.  What  arc  the  particular  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  in  those  pi-isons  ? Arrangements  for 
— There  are  none  whatovor;  they  aro  not  dealt  with  at  all  as  a special  class.  We  con-  reception  of 
ceive  that  they  aro  altogether  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  officers. 

5030.  Are  they  classed  with  the  untried  prisoners,  or  put  into  separate  wards  ? — They  are 
generally  placed  in  a separate  ward,  by  themselves,  but  with  sane  prisoners  intermixed,  in 
order  to  watch  them. 


5031.  Is  there  usually  a paid  officer  in  charge  of  the  lunatics  throughout  the  day,  or  are 
they  left  in  the  charge  of  the  other  prisoners? — They  are  always  under  the  supervision  of 
a turnkey.  The  turnkey  is  responsible  for  the  prisoners,  including  lunatics  that  may  be 
placed  in  bis  charge,  but  there  is  no  selection  of  turnkeys  for  that  particular  duty. 

5032.  Is  there  a turnkey  generally  present  in  the  ward  in  which  lunatics  are  confiued  ? 

—Generally  he  is  present  the  whole  day,  but  ho  has  other  duties  to  perform. 

5033.  You  are  aware  that  class  of  persons  require  very  frequently  the  constant  super- 
vision of  the  attendants? — Yes,  and  they  are  invariably  attended  by  sane  prisoners. 

5034.  Are  the  arrangements  as  regards  their  sleeping,  the  same  as  those  of  the  ordinary 
prisoners,  namely,  that  they  should  lie  confined  either  one  or  three  in  a cell  ? — They  are 
invariably  confined  three  in  a coll.  With  regard  to  male  prisoners,  there  is  a requirement 
in  the  Prisons  Act.  for  an  obvious  reason,  that  two  should  not  lie  placed  in  a cell.  With 
regard  to  lunatics  the  almost  universal  rule  is — there  may  be  occasional  departures  from 
the  regulation — that  both  in  the  case  of  tho  male  and  female  prisoners,  two  sane  prisoners 
are  P^ced  in  the  coll  with  each  of  them. 

5035.  I suppose  some  of  the  cases  are  those  of  very  violent  lunacy? — Yes. 

5036.  That  would  be  naturally  expected,  inasmuch  as  the  law  provides  that  dangerous 
ol? — Yes. 

n of  lunaticsinto  a prison  interfei-es  with  its  discipline?  Admission  of  luna- 
1 that  question,  to  put  in  a very  brief  extract  from  my  gSl^sdplino^^11 
Gaol.  It  sums  up  the  whole  story.  When  I inspected  b 1 
tember,  1856, 1 found  but  seventeen  female  prisoners 
2 B 


pwv  v 811  . ^ he  sent  direct  to  a , 
5037.  Is  it  your  opinion  thoaclmisf 
—Materially.  I would  wish  in  reply 
tast  Report  on  tho  County  of  Wicld'c 
the  gaol  of  Wicklow,  on  the  18th  S 
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Ddblik.  of  all  classes,  including  lunatics.  In  my  report  from  which  I read,  there  is  this  state 

?ke  femlIes' oa  the  other  band  are  nominally  placed  in  two  classes,  accordingto  conduit 
in  Gaols.  but  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  no  less  than  five  lunatics,  who  each  require  t 
j.  C.Connellan,  Esq.  prisoners  to  watch  them  by  day,  and  to  sleep  in  their  cells  at  night,  a strict  observance  0f  e\°° 
sification,  or  even  of  discipline,  has  become  impossible,  it  being  necessary  to  intermix  b fih 
classes,  and  to  grant  indulgences  and  allowances  to  those  who  undertake  duties  ^ 


Operation  of  the 
Dangerous  Lunatic 
Act. 


Transmission  of 
lunatics  from  gaols 
to  asylums. 


compulsory,  which  are  always  onerous,  generally  disgusting,  and  sometimes  daneerona 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  observe  in  this  place,  that  the  utmost  care  and  humanity  1 
exhibited  here  towards  those  unhappy  beings,  for  whoso  withdrawal,  if  consistent  with  th,6 
means  of  reception  at  their  disposal,  I have  made  an  urgent  request  to  the  Inspectors  f 
Lunatic  Asylums,  as  all  the  objects  of  prison  administration,  whether  educational,  industrial 
punitive,  or  reformatory,  are  frustrated.”  You  have  there  fifteen  out  of  the  seventeen 


women,  who  are  either  lunatics  themselves  or  engaged  as  attendants  upon  lunatics  and 
withdrawn  from  the  whole  object  of  prison  discipline.  Tin's  is  a gaol  not  particularly 
crowded,  and  it  is  under  a very  humane  administration.  The  local  inspector  happens  to  he 
himself  a medical  man,  in  addition  to  the  regular  medical  officer  of  the  gaol  and  the 
Governor  is  one  of  the  most  humane  and  attentive  men  I know,  so  that  you  have  in  this 
case  a very  good  instance  of  the  inconvenience  of  detaining  lunatics  in  gaols. 


5038.  The  same  inconveniences,  though  not  perhaps  to  the  same  oxtent,  are  likelv  t 

.rise  in  other  o-aols  from  the  confinement,  of  liinniioa  in  them  9_  •>  11 


Period  of  detention 
of  lunatics  in  gaols. 


5039.  Is  the  period  of  the  detention  of  dangerous  lunatics  in  gaols  very  considerable?— 
It  depends  of  course  very  much  upon  the  state  of  the  asylum  of  the  district  to  which  the 
gaol  belongs,  and  it  depends  also  upon  the  gravity  of  the  case,  for  the  gaol  authorities  are 
naturally  desirous  of  having  removed  to  the  asylum,  the  more  violent  cases,  allowing  the 
chronic  cases,  those  who  are  quiet  in  their  demeanour,  to  remain. 

5040.  I believe  no  communication  is  made  to  your  office  on  the  reception  of  a lunatic 
prisoner  ? — No. 

5041.  It  is  made  to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums?— It  is  made  direct 
to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums.  Copies  of  the  committal  and  medical 
certificate  in  each  case  are  at  once  transmitted  to  them. 

a !°o42'iIaVe  T°U  hfard  any  coraPlaints  as  t0  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic 
Act  /— iliroughout  the  country  there  appears  to  be  a very  strong  feeling  that  it  has  been 
made  the  means  of  fastening  upon  the  asylums  a class  of  persons  who  may  he  generally 
considered  as  idiotic  but  who  have  shown  some  symptoms  of  violence,  and  are  thus  brought 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  • ° 

5043.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  of  the  Act  having  been  used  oppressively  hv  the 
relatives  of  a person  accused  as  a dangerous  lunatic  ? — I frequently  lieafd  it  so  stated.  No 
case  came  before  me  personally,  for  tlio  reason  I have  already  mentioned,  that  thecir- 
cumstances  of  each  lunatic  are  not  submitted. to  us. 

«»•»,*  limrtlc*  not  committed  under  the  Dangerous  Lunatic 


Act,  but  who  may  have  become  lunatic  pending  their  imprisonment,  l‘  believe  the  law 
provides  for  their  bcimr  removed  t.n  the  Central  9 


J removed  to  the  Central  Asylum  ? — Yes. 

Y 5045.  And  in  like  manner  with  regard  to  persons  found  insane  at  tho  timo  of  trial?— 


a fh  o°lafr  °f  C":n,mal  limatlca  usually  removed,  without  much  delay,  to  the 
V tiai  “im  • Many  of  the  cases  remain  a considerable  time.  I believe  tho  selection 
for  removal  is  always  made  with  reference  to  the  gravity  of  the  case. 

J7;  n been  a raattGr  of  complaint,  on  tho  part  of  the  Boards  of  Superintendence, 
that  such  prisoners  were  not  speedily  removed?— I have  never  received  any  complaint 
t0  « Glafs  °f  F^oners,  but  with  regard  to  dangerous  lunatics,  frequently, 
o l •yo?  , tliat  tbe  ffaols  which  are  situate  in  the  same  town  or  county  where 
the  asylum  is  placed,  generally  have  tlieir  lunatics  more  speedily  removed  than  those  of  the 


"0t  G?utiguous  to  the  asylum ?— Yes  ; we  frequently  find  complaints  in  the  more 
outlym0  counties  of  the  group  which  form  the  district  attached  to  each  asylum,  that  a 


preference  is  given.  They  think  so  at  least. 

*h“*  accolm‘ !"  B0'M  degree  for  the  absence  of  lunatics,  or  as  you  have 
l£2v  t*?  of  lunatics  in  such  gaols  as  Antrim,  Cork  city, 

Keiry,  Tyrone,  and  Waterford? — It  would  appear  to  do  so. 

r*  elieTe  theic?un*Y  °f  Wexford  is  circumstanced  as  you  have  described  ?— Yes. 
JXJi*  + G01ltain’  by  the  return  you  have  exhibited,  twenty-four  lunatics  ?— Yes. 
50o2.  Is  that  above  or  below  the  average  for  that  county?— I have  generally  found 

oTotioZSS  °U  mj  mspeet1011  tW  ManJ laT6  bo™'  for-' » very  considerable  period, 


ga?la  of  ae.  c0™4y  Tipperary  appear,  however,  to  have  twenty-nine  lunatics, 
rW  ™r.e  “ ™ asylam  ‘hat  county,  situate  in  Clonmel  ?_Tes  j they  constantly 
“Vk?16  made4“acy,?f  <*c  aBylum  for  taking  off  the  lunatics, 
the  “e  caae  Dublin,  there  appear  to  be  forty-six  lunatics  in  the  gaols,  although 

arm  tt  4 Lanatlc  JW1um  is  in  the  city  ?_ Yes.  B 

same  complaint  been  made  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  that  institution  to 
K n i,  - W1r‘s  of  tl6  lunatl°  T°or  p — Constantly ; the  authorities  of  the  county  and 
Lots  Th  are  f°r  ““pkmng  of  the  long  detention  of  lunatics  in  the  gaols. 

Of  “PPear  to  have  been  eleven  lunatics  on  the  1 st  of  January  last  in  the  gaol 

of  tne  county  of  Donegal,  at  Lifford.— Yes.  J 

5057.  Does  that  gaol  usually  contain  that  number  ?_I  shonld  say  so. 


We  have  had  fre- 
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qucn t complaints  from  the  local  inspector  of  that  gaol,  or  urgent  requests  that  steps  might  Dublin 
be  taken  to  relieve  the  gaol  from  the  presence  of  so  many  lunatics.  

5058.  Is  the  treatment  of  the  lunatics,  while  in  the  gaol,  of  a curative  character,  with  I)etentim^f -Lunatics 
regard  to  their  lunacy? — Certainly  not,  I should  say.  ’ *“ Gaoh- 

5059-  There  is  no  particular  medical  treatment  for  them  ?— There  are  no  means,  physical  1'°' ConneUa"’ Es!l- 
or  mental,  for  dealing  with  their  cases.  The  medical  officer  has  an  unlimited  discretion,  ploymunfof  hmTti'cs 
with  regard  to  their  diet ; we  never  interfere  as  to  that.  in  gaols. 

5000.  No  employment  is  provided  for  thorn  different  from  that  of  the  other  prisoners  ? 

No.  There  are  some  of  them  in  a sufficiently  sane  state  to  bo  employed  industrially,  and 
some  to  receive  education,  but  they  are  dealt  with  precisely  in  that  respect  as  are  the"  other 
prisoners. 

5061.  I presume  the  employment  usually  provided  for  prisoners  is  not  of  a character 
suited  for  lunatics? — No ; wherever  any  of  them  happen  to  have  been  handicraftsmen,  they 
are  kept  employed  at  the  trade  in  which  they  have  been  instructed.  Some  of  them  are 
very  industrious. 

5062.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  eflect  upon  lunatics  of  confinement  in  gaols  as  regards  injurious  cfleet  of 
their  curability  ? — I apprehend  it  must  be  productive  of  very  serious  injury  to  a lunatic.  confinement  in  gaols. 

5063.  Do  you  think  that  is  tho  opinion  generally  of  tho  medical  attendants  ?— Most 
undoubtedly. 

5064.  In  cases  where  dangerous  lunatics  recover  while  in  gaol,  is  there  any  difficulty 
in  obtaining  their  discharge  ?— None  whatever.  The  medical  officer  is  competent  to  certify 
that  the  party  is  fit  to  be  discharged.  That  is  under  the  3rd  section  of  the  9th  and  10th 
Viet.,  chap.  115.  Formerly  tho  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  required  for  the 
purpose. 

5005.  I believe  that,  in  some  cases,  the  county  prisons  are  situated  in  places  very  remote 
from  the  extreme  points  of' tho  counties?— Yes,  in  very  remote  places;  that  of  Cork,  for 
instance,  is  at  least  120  statute  miles  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  county. 

5066.  Are  lunatics  ever  confined  in  the  bridewells?— They  are  merely  placed  there,  for 
detention,  as  a matter  of  security,  during  their  transit  either  to  a gaol  or  to  an  asylum. 

506T.  I believe  in  the  case  of  the  county  of  Cork,  the  lunatic  asylum,  being  situate  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  is  also  at  the  same  great  distance  that  you  have  mentioned  from  the  western 
extremity  of  the  county  ? — Yes. 

5068.  What  is  tho  longest  period  you  have  known  a lunatic  to  be  detained  in  a gaol? — 

I have  been  told  of  cases  being  detained  as  long  as  eight  years,  and  ten  years. 

5009.  In  the  cases  to  which  you  refer,  can  you  account  for  the  continued  detention  of 
die  lunatics  in  a prison? — For  tho  reasons  I have  already  stated,  that  the  gaol  authorities 
infinitely  preferred  retaining  persons  of  quiet  habits,  and  that  they  impressed  upon  the  In- 
spectors of  Lunatic  Asylums  the  necessity  for  removing  the  more  urgent  and  violent  cases 
from  time  to  time. 

5070.  If  tho  persons  referred  to  were  criminal  lunatics,  their  removal  to  the  Central 
Asylum  at  Duudruni  might  have  been  effected? — Yes. 

5071.  Supposing  the  law  to  be  altered,  by  which  dangerous  lunatics  may  now  be  committed  Committal  of  tlon- 
bythe  magistrates  direct  to  gaols,  what  amendment  would  you  suggest? — I see  no  reason  gerons  lunatics  direct 
why  they  should  not  be  sent  direct  to  asylums.  The  whole  question  with  regard  to  the  10  asylluns' 
confinement  of  lunatics  in  gaols  resolves  itself  into  this — first,  that  the  greatest  injury  is 

done  to  the  discipline  of  a prison  ; and  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  lunatics  themselves : 
they  are  either  curable  or  incurable ; if  they  are  curable,  it  is  surely  a gross  injustice  to 
them  to  detain  them  in  a place  so  deficient  in  the  proper  means  of  treatment  for  their 
disease,  as  our  ordinary  gaols ; if  they  are  incurable,  you  are  perverting  the  gaol  from  the 
object  for  which  it  was  established. 

5072.  "You  consider,  therefore,  that  whatever  inconvenience  might  be  occasioned  by  the 
pressure  of  lunatics  beyond  what  the  asylum  is  calculated  to  accommodate,  it  is  still  pre- 
ferable the  asylum  should  be  put  to  that  inconvenience  rather  than  that  they  should  be 
sent  to  gaol? — Most  undoubtedly.  I cannot  see  why  a gaol  should  be  considered  an 
elastic  institution,  and  an  asylum  not.  I conceive  that  a crowded  lunatic  asylum  affords 
infinitely  better  means  for  the  curative  treatment  of  lunatics  than  the  best  gaol. 

5073.  Then  your  view  is,  that  although  a lunatic  asylum  should  happen  to  contain  the 
full  number  allowed  to  it  by  law,  it  should,  nevertheless,  receive  dangerous  or  criminal 
lunatics  above  that  number,  inasmuch  as  it  would  bo  better  for  the  lunatics  and  the  prison 
discipline  that  the  asjlum  should  suffer  the  temporary  inconvenience  of  slight  overcrowd- 
ing rather  than  that  a lunatic  should  be  detained  in  a gaol  for  any  time  ? — Yes ; such  is 
my  opinion. 

5074.  Are  the  prison  officers  provided  with  any  means  of  mechanical  restraint  for  the  Means  of  restraint  in 

lunatics? — There  are  handcuffs  and  strait  waistcoats.  gaols' 

5075.  In  whose  custody  aro  those  instruments  ? — That  of  the  Governor. 

5076.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  ho  ever  intrusts  the  general  charge  of  them  to  subor- 
dinate servants? — No  case  of  tho  kind  has  ever  come  within  my  knowledge. 

5077.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaints,  or  had  reason  to  believe  that  harsh  treat- 
ment is  used  towards  the  lunatics  in  prisons? — No;  no  such  complaint  has  ever  come 
Detore  us.  I should  say  that,  as  a general  rule,  they  were  treated  with  great  humanity, 
consistent  with  the  very  imperfect  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  gaol  authorities. 

50*8.  You  have  stated  that,  for  the  most  part,  they  are  iu  charge  of  sane  prisoners? — Lunatics  in  charge 
* of  prisoners. 

5079.  Are  those  generally  a good  class  of  prisoners  who  are  employed  for  that  super- 
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vernor's course  ofpro- 
ceeding  in  such  cases. 


The  intervals  be- 
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intendence  ? — There  being  no  power  on  the  part  of  the  gaol  authorities  to  enforce  such  a 
duty,  they  are  compelled  to  select  such  prisoners  as  volunteer  for  the  office. 

5080.  Do  you  generally  find  they  are  the  worst  class  of  prisoners  who  are  will  in"  to 
undertake  that  very  disgusting  and  disagreeable  duty? — They  are  undoubtedly  a veryffiw 
class  of  prisoners. 

5081.  Have  you  observed  whether  cleanliness  is  properly  attended  to  in  the  cases  of 
the  lunatic  prisoners? — I should  say  that  it  generally  was,  but  I have  known  instances  in 
which  a considerable  number  of  lunatics  have  been  confined  in  gaols  where  there  were 
defects : there  was  not  a duo  supply  of  bedding. 

5082.  W ould  you  be  enabled  to  direct  a sufficient  supply  of  clothing  and  other  articles 
for  the  lunatics  in  the  gaols? — We  have  no  special  authority  for  directing  such  a supply  with 
regard  to  lunatics;  we  feel  that  we  are  bound  to  be  satisfied  if  an  adequate  supply  is 
provided  for  the  aggregate  of  the  prisoners  collected  there.  The  gaol  authorities  are 
constantly  in  the  liabit  of  complaining  that  they  are  put  to  great  extra  expense  by  those 
lunatics. 

5083.  Have  you  met  with  any  cases  of  suicide  on  the  part  of  lunatics  in  gaols? — There 
was  but  one  case  came  under  my  official  cognizance ; that  was  in  Cork. 


Detention  or  Lunatics  in  Richmond  Bridewell. 

Dominick  Marquess,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5084.  Are  you  the  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Bridewell '? — Yes. 

50S5.  I believe  that  is  a prison  in  the  city  of  Dublin  for  male  prisoners? — Yes. 

5086.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — Eight  years. 

5087.  llow  long  previously  were  you  connected  with  the  prison  ? — I was  appointed,  in 
1836,  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Female  Penitentiary. 

5088.  During  your  connexion  with  the  two  prisons  you  have  had  considerable  experience 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  law  under  which  luuatics  are  detained  in  prisons? — Yes. 

5089.  You  have  also  had  criminal  lunatics  under  your  charge? — Very  few  cases. 

5090.  Are  the  criminal  lunatics,  therefore,  speedily  removed  from  the  prisons? — Those 
that  I have  had  in  my  custody  have  been  speedily  removed.  There  have  not  been  more 
than  two  in  my  recollection.  They  were  removed  in  a very  short  time  after  an  application 
was  made  for  their  removal. 

5091.  As  regards  the  dangerous  lunatics  committed  by  the  magistrates,  are  they 
numerous  ? — N ot  so  numerous  now  as  they  were.  This  last  year  they  have  increased  a little 

. as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

5092.  Are  they  speedily  removed  from  your  custody  ? — Not  now;  till  lately  they  were 
removed  very  quickly  indeed,  but  for  the  last  two  or  three  months  they  remain  in  my 
custody  for  a considerable  time. 

5093.  Do  you  take  any  immediate  steps  to  notify  to  the  asylum  authorities  that  you 
have  such  prisoners  in  your  custody  ? — The  day  after  the  reception  of  a lunatic,  and  his 
examination  by  the  medical  officer,  I transmit  a notice  of  the  committal  of  that  lunatic  to 
the  Lunatic  Office. 

5094.  Do  you  make  any  communication  to  the  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Asylum, 
in  the  district  connected  with  which  Dublin  is  included  ? — Not  till  1 get  a warrant  from 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  transmission  of  the  patient;  then  I communicate  tokthe 
Manager  that  I have  an  order  for  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  the  asylum.  < 

5095.  Then  no  step  is  taken  to  make  it  known  to  the  authorities  of  the  District  Asylum 
that  there  arc  lunatic  prisoners  in  your  custody,  except  what  may  be  made  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in  consequence  of  your  representation? — The  only  representation  I 
ever  made  before  receiving  the  warrant  was  to  the  l unatic  Office. 

5096.  is  that  mode  of  proceeding — sending  a notification  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums — of  recent  origin  ? — It  has  existed  since  I became  Governor  of  the  Richmond 
Bridewell. 

_ 5097.  What  interval  generally  elapses  between  the  notification  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunar 
tic  Asylums  of  your  having  received  a dangerous  lunatic,  and  the  receipt  of  the  order  for 
his  removal  to  the  District  Asylum? — Well,  I have, in  some  instances,  received  orders  in  a 
week  after;  in  many  cases,  not  for  a month;  and  in  some  cases  I have  had  lunatics  four 
months  before  an  order  was  received  for  their  removal.  I cannot  exactly  say  now  the 
greatest  length  of  time  I had  a lunatic  without  his  being  removed.  I think  I may  state  I 
had  some  for  the  space  of  four  months  without  receiving  a warrant  for  their  removal.  Some 
cases  that  are  not  very  urgent  we  keep  back  till  after  others  that  are  of  a more  urgent 
character  are  disposed  of. 

5098.  Do  I understand  that  you  prefer  sending  a case  which  has  recently  come  into 
your  custody,  which  is  violent  or  troublesome,  to  removing  one  that  has  been  some  months 
m your  custody,  but  is  quiet  ? — Surely.  I have  a case  at  present  in  the  prison  that  I was 
obliged  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — a man  who  gave 
some  information  to  the  authorities  in  a case  of  murder.  I communicated  to  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  that  it  was  very  essential  the  man  should  be  removed  to  some  place 
■where  he  could  recover  as  soon  as  possible.  We  removed  him  to  a single  ward,  where  he 
would  be  away  from  the  other  lunatics,  and  he  improved;  but  he  has  not  been  removed  yet. 

5099.  Is  he  in  your  custody  as  a dangerous  lunatic  ? — He  is. 

5100.  For  how  long? — He  is  now,  1 think,  over  six  weeks. 
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5101-  In  speaking  of  the  order  for  the  removal  of  lunatics  which  you  receive  from  the 
office  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  you  meant,  of  course,  the  warrant  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  ? — Yes. 

5102.  I believe  tnat  warrant  is  not  usually  issued  till  there  is  actually  a vacancy  for  the 
person  in  the  asylum  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

5103.  Have  you  any  case  now  waiting  for  removal,  although  you  have  obtained  the 
warrant?— Yes,  I have  one.  since  the  27th  November;  it  is  that  of  a man  named  Francis 
Mahony.  In  another  case  (that  of  John  Toole),  having  received  the  warrant  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  I communicated  with  the  manager  of  the  Richmond  Asylum,  and  he  stated 
that  he  had  no  vacancy.  Subsequently  I sent  the  patient  to  the  asylum,  and  he  still 
refused  to  receive  him.  He  has  since  been  received  on  the  30th  December ; the  warrant 
bore  date  21st  November. 

5104.  Do  you  find  that,  on  the  occasion  when  you  receive  the  warrant,  a vacancy  does  No  vacancies  fre- 

exist  in  the  asylum  ? — I very  frequently  find  that  there  is  not  a vacancy.  qnently  in  the  asy- 

5105.  Then  it  would  .appear  warrants  are  issued  for  the  removal  of' lunatics,  although 

there  may  not  be  vacancies  in  the  asylum? — It  would  appear  so.  issued. 

5106.  Do  you  send  the  patient  to  the  asylum  when  you  receive  the  warrant,  or  do  you 
send  notice  to  the  manager  to  be  prepared  for  him?— I first  write  to  the  manager  to 
know  whether  he  is  prepared  to  receive  the  patient,  and  he  sends  me  an  answer. 

5107.  Have  you  made  any  communication  to  the  Government,  or  to  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  with  reference  to  the  non-removal  of  the  case  to  which  you  have  first 
referred  ? — I have. 

5108.  What  is  the  result? — None,  as  yet. 

5109.  Is  there  any  distinct  portion  of  the  llichmond  Prison  allocated  to  the  reception  Portion  oftliepri- 

of  lunatics  ?— None,  except  one  ward  of  the  hospital.  That  is  the  only  place,  since  I son  allotted  to  luna- 
became  Governor  of  the  bridewell,  allocated  to  the  reception  of  lunatics.  tlcs' 

5110.  Are  any  other  patients  who  may  be  suffering  from  disease  placed  in  wards  along 
with  them  ? — N o. 

51  * J-.The  lunatics  in  your  custody  arc  confined  there,  whether  they  be  suffering  from 
bodily  ailments  or  not? — Yes,  some  quiet  cases  wo  remove  to  the  upper  ward,  and  mix 
with  the  patients  who  arc  under  treatment. 

5112.  Are  they  under  the  charge  of  paid  servants,  or  in  the  charge  of  other  prisoners  ? — 

They  are  under  the  charge  of  an  officer  who  resides  in  the  hospital.  He  takes  care  of  the 
lunatics,  as  they  arc  prisoners. 

5113.  I understand  the  persons  who  are  in  constant  attendance  on  the  lunatics  are  Class  of  prisoners  in 

prisoners  ? — Yes.  charge  of  them. 

5114.  Do  you  find  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  to  undertake  that  duty? — 

None.  Some  of  them  selected  for  that  purpose  go  up  to  the  hospital,  for  they  gain  an  ad- 
vantage by  being  there.  They  get  a little  tea,  beef,  and  bread — they  get  the  same  diet 
that  the  lunatic  is  allowed. 

5115.  Do  you  make  it  a point  to  select  any  particular  class  of  prisoners  for  that 
duty? — Certainly;  I am  obliged  to  do  so,  and  I am  obliged  generally  to  select  from  the 
worst.  It  is  not  every  one  upon  whom  I can  rely,  or  who  would  be  willing  to  undertake 
the  duty. 

5116.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  prisoners  in  charge  of  the  lunatics  are  far  from  being  a 
good  class  of  prisoners? — They  are  generally  re-committed  case.-.  Not  a very  bad  class. 

I would  not  select  very  bad  men  for  the  purpose. 

5117.  Do  the  lunatics  confined  in  prisons  sleep  in  separate  cells? — No;  they  all  sleep 
in  the  same  dormitory.  Each  dormitory  contains  ten  beds. 

5118.  Do  the  cases  violent  as  well  as  quiet  sleep  in  that  room? — All  together,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  except  bad  cases,  that  1 have  found  it  necessary  to  remove  to  an  upper 
ward — some  very  violent  cases,  that  would  disturb  the  rest  of  the  patients,  and  if  we  find 
wards  up  stairs  empty,  we  remove  such  cases  to  them. 

5119.  What  number  of  attendants  sleep  in  that  dormitory? — That  depends  upon  the 

number  of  cases.  1 have  had  as  many  as  six  sleeping  in  the  same  ward,  in  order  that  two 
could  take  watch  every  two  hours  at  night,  relieving  the  others.  We  are  obliged  to  do  so 
when  wo  have  cases  under  restraint.  - 

5120.  What  restraint  do  you  refer  to?— Strait  waistcoats  and  tying  to  the  beds. 

5121.  Is  that  usual  in  the  case  of  violent  patients? — Not  very  usual. 

5122.  Have  the  prisoners  who  are  attending  upon  the  patients  charge  of  those- instru- 
ments of  restraint?— No ; it  is  a guard  has  charge  of  them,  and  generally  always  the  guard 
puts  them  on. 

5123.  Supposing  a lunatic  gets  violent  in  the  night,  and  that  the  persons  sitting  up  in 
the  ward  find  it  necessary  to  apply  restraint,  have  they  means  of  doing  so? — No  ; they 
must  call  the  guard.  They  would  not  be  allowed  themselves. 

5124.  Have  they  not  got  possession  of  the  means  of  doing  so? — They  have  not. 

5125.  Are  leg-straps  used? — In  some  cases  they  are.  A patient  named  Robinson,  to 
whom  I have  referred  as  the  man  that  gave  information  in  a case  of  murder,  has  a pair  of 
them  on.  He  has  become  very  violent  within  those  few  days. 

Eo  you  mean  that  he  has  a pair  on  constantly? — No ; he  was  as  quiet  as  possible 
the  day  before  yesterday,  and  he  suddenly  became  very  violent. 

When  you  speak  of  patients  being  tied  to  beds,  do  you  mean  that  the  legs  are 
attached  by  straps  to  the  bed-post,  or  that  the  wbolo  body  is  tied  down  ? — I mean  that 
they  arc  strapped  across  the  waist  from  side  to  side,  to  prevent  them  from  getting  up. 


Means  of  restraint. 


Dublin. 

Detention  of  Lunatics 
til  Richmond  Bride- 

D.  Marquess,  Esq. 
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Relapsed  cases. 


5128.  It  is,  of  course,  in  the  power  of  the  person  attending  to  tighten  that  strap  ? it  js 

at  night,  when  a patient  has  to  get  up.  He  has,  of  course,  to  be  tied  again  by  the  men 
when  he  returns  to  bed. 

5129.  It  appears  that  you  had  eight  lunatic  prisoners  in  your  custody  on  the  1st 
January? — Yes. 

5130.  How  many  of  those  prisoners  arc  under  restraint? — I think  only  one the  man 

Mahony. 

5131.  Was  not  Robinson  also  in  prison  at  that  time  ? — lie  was  ; but  he  was  quiet. 

5132.  Do  you  find  generally  that  prisoners  arc  rendered  more  violent  by  detention  in 
gaol  ? — I do  not  know  that  they  are.  I think  it  is  a great  detriment  to  many  cases  that 
they  should  remain  in  gaol,  where  they  arc  obliged  to  be  all  together. 

5133.  Docs  the  medical  attendant  of  the  gaol  visit  daily  the  ward  where  the  lunatics 
are  ? — Yes ; there  is  one  medical  officer  visits  every  day,  except  Sundays,  and  sees  all  the 
patients. 

5134.  What  airing  ground  or  court  for  exercise  is  attached  to  the  ward  ? — One  onlv  to 
which  all  the  prisoners  in  the  hospital  resort. 

5135.  Who  is  in  attendance  on  the  prisoners  and  lunatics  in  that  ward  ? — I have  always 
two  prisoners  watching  them,  under  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  officers.  There  are  two 
guards  in  the  hospital — one  is  up  stairs,  and  the  other  generally  below  stairs.  His  business  is 
to  exercise  a general  supervision  over  these  persons.  There  are  two  prisoners  in  the  yard  to 
look  after  the  lunatics,  in  order  that  they  should  not  do  any  violence  to  any  other  person. 

513<).  Have  you  had  any  case  of  violence  to  other  prisoners  on  the  part  of  lunatics'?— 
Well,  1 have  had  some  attempted  assaults  upon  prisoners. 

5137.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  suicide  on  the  part  of  lunatics,  or  attempted  suicide  ?— 
None  that  I can  recollect. 


5138.  Is  there  any  employment  provided  for  the  lunatics  ?— None  at  all.  I would  be 
afraid  to  trust  any  of  them  with  tools.  One  of  them,  a carpenter,  wished  to  get  employ- 
ment at  his  trade  ; but  I would  be  afraid  to  trust  him  with  tools. 

5139.  How-  do  they  occupy  themselves  during  the  day  ? — Walking  about  in  the  ward  or 
in  the  yard. 

5140.  Do  you  find  that  the  presence  of  lunatics  in  the  gaol  interferes  with  the  general 
discipline  '?— Certainly,  to  a very  considerable  extent,  if  it  was  only  from  our  being  obliged 
to  select  prisoners  to  place  over  the  lunatics  to  take  care  of  them,  and  I have  to  bring  those 
prisoners  from  all  parts  of  the  prison,  where  they  ought  to  be  detained  for  punishment 
Lunatics  are  a great  detriment  to  the  discipline  of  a prison,  especially  from  their  being 
obliged  to  be  near  the  hospital,  where  patients  are  often  confined  from  fever,  and  are  liable 
to  be  annoyed  a great  deal  by  the  noise  at  night. 

5141.  Have  the  Board  objected  to  provide  paid  attendants  for  the  lunatics  ?— I do  not 
know  that  any  application  was  ever  made  to  the  Board  of  Superintendence  to  provide  paid 
servants  to  attend  upon  them.  I do  not  think  there  ever  was. 

5142  Would  the  objection  you  have  mentioned  to  their  being  in  contiguity  to  the 
hospital  be  removed  by  appropriating  another  portion  of  the  building  for  the  reception  of 
lunatics  . — Yes;  but  you  would  have  to  increase  the  number  of  officers. 

o 143.  Are  the  lunatics  generally  on  extra  diet  ? — They  arc ; they  get  more  than 
ordinary  prisoners.  They  get  meat  five  times  a week— half  a pound  of  beef,  made  into 
soup. 


oI44.  Have  you  had  many  cases  of  persons  committed  to  your  custody  as  dangerous 
lunatics,  who,  on  admission  to  the  gaol,  were  considered  by  the  medical  officer  not  to  be 
una  ics  . —I  have  Known  several  cases  that  turned  out  to  be  merely  suffering  temporarily 
from  delirium  tremens.  1 

5145.  Have  the  medical  attendants  of  the  prison  ever  objected  to  the  cases  sent  to  them 
as  not  properly  lunatic  cases?— There  are  instances  in  which  they  refused  to  sign  the 
certificate  lor  transmission,  and  the  parties  turned  out  in  a very  few  days  to  be  persons  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  sent  in  as  lunatics  to  the  gaol,  and  they  have  been  discharged  by 
means  of  an  application  to  a magistrate. 

, f*46'  ^?iat  15  tl‘e  course  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  an  untried  prisoner  in  a gaol 
becoming  insane— to  whom  is  the  case  submitted  ?— To  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  the 
purpose  of  removal. 


District  Asylum  * removal  t0  t,ie  Dundrum  Asylum  or  to  the  District  Asylum  ?— To  the 

5!48.  Have  you  had  any  cases  of  dangerous  lunatics,  who,  after  being  transmitted  from 
y ur  gao  to  the  asylum,  and  subsequently  discharged,  have  come  again  into  your  custody 
as  dangerous  lunatics  ? — Yes  ; several.  fa 

«!£*>  y°u  kno^  whether  in  those  cases  a second  committal  followed  very  soon  upon 
e discharge  from  the  asylum  ? — I have  never  taken  any  particular  notice  of  that.  There 
a 1t^eJ^S+0n/Ih0Jg°t1a  reTlaPse  immediately  after  the  return  from  the  asylum.  He  was 
months  1C  ^ ° ^nn^'  ^ have  known  him  to  be  there  on  one  occasion  over  twelve 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


191 


Dublin,  27th  January,  1857.  Dublin. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Detention  of  Lunatics  in  Gaols.  Detention  of  Lunatics 

Felton  Frederick  William  Harvey,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined.  F.F.W.Hervey.Es^. 

5150.  What  appointment  do  you  hold? — Inspector-General  of  Prisons. 

5151.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — Since  the  31st  of  January,  1855. 

5152.  Have  you,  in  the  course  of  your  inspection,  found  many  lunatics  confined  in  gaols  ? 

— I found  a good  many  in  some  gaols — especially  in  those  of  Wexford,  Donegal  (at 
Lifford),  Downpatrick,  Kilmainham  (for  the  county  of  Dublin),  and  in  Grangegorman  Prison 
and  Richmond  Bridewell  (for  the  city  of  Dublin). 

5153.  Are  any  particular  portions  of  those  prisons  allotted  to  the  reception  of  lunatics,  Cells  allotted  to  the 

or  are  they  associated  with  other  prisoners? — In  all  those  prisons  they  are  put  in  separate  ex  cep Ti  n Kihmin- 
wards,  except  in  Kilmainham,  where  they  arc  in  the  hospital.  bam  prison ; arrnnge- 

5151.  Those  wards  are  not  constructed  particularly  for  the  reception  of  lunatics? — Ho  ; ments  therefor  luna- 
they  are  merely  portions  of  the  criminal  prison.  tlC3‘ 

5155.  In  the  case  of  Kilmainham,  to  which  you  have  referred,  are  the  insane  prisoners 
confined  in  the  hospital,  and  a portion  also  iii  wards  ? — The  lunatics  and  the  sick  are  in  the 
hospital,  both  male  and  female. 

5156.  Is  that  the  only  department  of  the  prison  to  which,  in  case  of  epidemic,  the 
sick  would  be  removed  ? — It  is  the  only  place  available  for  the  purpose.  I stated,  in  my 
Report  on  Kilmainham  Gaol,  which  I visited  on  the  28th  and  29tlv  November,  1856,  that 
“ I found  the  hospitals  occupied  by  tiuo  male  and  thirteen  female  lunatics : of  the  latter, 
one  had  not  been  committed  as  a dangerous  lunatic,  but  was  considered  by  the  surgeon 
to  be  insane.  Happily  there  were  no  sick  in  the  prison,  for  the  female  hospital,  which 
consists  of  only  one  room,  with  one  cell  lately  made  to  open  out  of  it,  was  already 
overcrowded  with  this  deplorable  number  of  lunatics ; and  yet  so  wretched  is  the  accom- 
modation of  the  female  prison,  that  there  is  no  other  ward  to  which  they  could  be  trans- 
ferred, so  that  in  the  event  of  tho  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  in  the  gaol  the  consequences 
might  be  truly  frightful.  Moroovor,  tho  staff  of  female  officers  is  wholly  insufficient  for 
the  additional  and  arduous  duty  imposed  by  the  presence  of  so  large  a number  of  insane 
women,  for  whose  custody  tho  gaol  authorities  wore  never  expected  to  provide ; and  it  is 
of  tho  utmost  importance  that  some  immediate  steps  should  he  taken  to  remove  to  an 
asylum  these  unfortunate  creatures,  since  any  day  may  produce  irremediable  evils.  I was 
informed  that  tho  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  lunatic  asylums  had  found 
two  of  tho  beds  occupied  by  lunatics  in  a wot  and  dirty  condition.  On  inquiring  into  this 
matter,  I learnt  that  several  of  the  beds  thus  occupied  were  found  every  morning  in  a 
similar  state,  and  that  it  had  always  boon  tho  practice  to  expose  them  in  the  yards  to  dry ; 
but  that  the  morning  of  tho  day  on  which  the  Commissioners  visited  the  prison  had  been 
so  rainy  that  this  could  not  be  done.  All  the  beds  were,  on  tho  days  of  my  inspection, 
perfectly  clean  and  dry ; and  it  appeared  that  latterly  fresh  bedding  bad  been  supplied 
every  morning  in  the  cases  referred  to — another  instance  of  the  extraordinary  trouble  and 
expense  to  which  gaols  are  subjected  by  the  presence  of  a class  of  occupants  for  which  they 
were  never  designed,  and  for  whose  cure  or  even  safe  custody  they  are  wholly  unfitted.” 

The  ouly  death  in  Kilmainham  during  1856  was  a lunatic  female ; and  on  the  24th  January, 

1857,  another  female  lunatic  died. 

5157.  You  were  not  informed  by  the  officer  of  the  prison  that  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Commissioners’  visit  it  was  tho  straw  of  the  bed  that  was  in  the  most  filthy  condition-,  and 
that  the  bed  had  been  actually  made  up  as  if  intended  for  use  that  evening,  without  any 
further  cleansing  ? — I was  not. 

5158.  I believe  the  person  in  charge  of  that  lunatic  department  is  very  aged  ? — Very  old 
and  feeble. 

5159.  Do  you  understand,  from  the  explanation  you  have  received,  that  the  beds  are 
never  dried  upon  rainy  days  ? — I should  imagine,  from  what  they  told  me,  they  could  not 
be  dried ; and  if  fresh  ones  were  not  supplied  they  must  use  the  wet  beds. 

6160.  How  many  beds  can  the  hospital  for  female  prisoners  in  Kilmainham  Gaol  contain  ? 

—-It  contains  at  this  moment  seven  beds,  but  they  are  put  close  together. 

5161.  When  you  stato  that  the  gaol  authorities  could  not  be  expected  to  have  provided 
for  those  lunatics,  do  you  mean  that  in  tho  construction  of  the  gaols,  as  originally  planned 
before  the  Lunatic  Asylums  Act  came  into  force,  no  provision  was  made  of  any  particular 
wards  for  those  classes  ? — I mean  that  in  no  plan  of  any  gaol  has  a lunatic  ward  ever  been 
set  down  as  part  of  the  establishment. 

6162.  In  the  case  you  have  referred  to,  Kilmainham  Gaol,  what  opportunities  have  the 
lunatic  inmates  of  taking  exercise  ? — Very  little ; there  is  only  a very  small  confined  yard, 
to  which  they  are  said  to  be  occasionally  taken  down. 

6163.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  tho  detention  in  a prison  on  the  Injurious  effect  upon 

condition  of  a lunatic  as  regards  curability  ?— So  far  as  I have  seen  of  them  in  Kilmainham  ' d«tentton 
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Gaol,  they  appear  to  me  to  become  exceedingly  depressed,  I should  imagine,  from  want  of 
ventilation,  and  air,  and  exercise,  and  from  their  long  confinement  in  this  close  room.  1 may 
state,  that  on  Sunday  last,  while  I was  there,  I found  two  ward  women  employed  to  look  after 
them.  I inquired  how  long  they  had  been  there,  and  learned  that  one  had  been  employed 
five  days,  and  the  other  seven.  I then  asked  why  the  former  persons  were  changed,  and  I was 
informed  that  they  declined  to  continue  longer.  There  was  no  means  of  compelling  them 
and  they  had  to  be  sent  back  to  the  other  parts  of  the  prison.  The  new  women  were  not 
selected  because  of  any  particular  fitness,  but  because  they  were  the  only  two  who  would 
accept  the  office. 

5164.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  how  long  lunatics  may  have  remained  in  Kilmain- 
ham  Gaol  without  being  removed  to  an  asylum  ? — The  lunatic  now  longest  in  the  gaol  is 
there  since  the  12th  of  March,  1856. 

5165.  Has  that  prolonged  detention  of  a lunatic  in  Kilmainham  Gaol  arisen  from  want  of 
accommodation  in  the  lunatic  asylum  ? — Certainly,  there  were  numerous  applications  for 
all  of  them,  and  some  have  been  taken  to  the  asylum  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant 
and  refused  admission  on  the  ground  of  want  of  room.  One  lunatic  was  sent  three  times. 
It  appeared,  so  far  as  I could  ascertain,  that  the  Inspectors  were  in  the  habit  of  sending 
warrants  to  two  or  three  places  whenever  a vacancy  occurred,  and  whoever  first  brought 
a lunatic  to  the  asylum  got  the  vacancy. 

5166.  Is  there  any  technical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  receiving  back  into  a prison  a lunatic 
thus  removed  by  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  who  is  refused  admission  at  the 
asylum? — No,  because  the  prison  officer  does  not  give  up  the  custody  till  the  manager  of 
the  lunatic  asylum  receives  the  patient. 

5167.  Have  you  known  any  other  cases  in  which  lunatics  have  been  detained  for  a long 
period  in.  gaols? — I have  known  several  in  Wexford,  and  in  Grangogorman  Prison,  and  in 
Donegal  Prison  at  Lifford.  In  the  latter  Samuel  Callin  was  committed  as  a dangerous 
lunatic  on  the  16th  May,  1846  ; and  Patrick  Conaghan  was  committed  on  the  3rd  Novem- 
ber, 1854.  These  lunatics  are  still  in  Lift'ord  Gaol.  In  Wexford,  Martin  Walsh  was  com- 
mitted on  the  18th  July,  1845,  and  died  the  13th  September,  1856,  in  the  gaol. 

_ 5168.  Have  you  been  enabled  to  obtain  any  explanation  of  the  cause  of  this  long  deten- 
tion ? — I mentioned  the  case  of  Samuel  Callin,  in  Donegal,  to  Dr.  Nugent,  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  the  papers  were  all  correct,  for  I was  under  the  impression  they  were  not  so. 
Sometimes  there  is  a mistake  in  the  original  committal,  and  the  matter  remains  so  for 
years.  He  mentioned  that  the  case  was  one  of  chronic  lunacy,  and  incurable ; and  there- 
fore others  had  been  taken  to  the  asylum  who  were  more  likely  to  be  cured,  and  this  man 
had  been  left  in  the  gaol. 

_ 5169.  Have  you  known  any  other  cases  of  long  detention  that  you  would  like  to  men- 
tion ? — I do  not  know  of  any  case  of  longer  detention  than  I have  stated. 

5170.  You  have  referred  to  some  mistake  in  the  original  committal : does  the  governor 
of  a prison  receive  a lunatic  into  gaol  without  having  the  committal  in  due  form  ? — What 
I mean  by  a mistake  originally  is  this,  and  it  is  a case  that  occurs  frequently  in  Dublin : if 
an  offender  is  brought  up  charged  with  being  a dangerous  lunatic,  and  that  the  doctor  is 
not  on  the  spot  to  give  the  certificate,  the  magistrate  cannot  commit  the  man  as  a dangerous 
lunatic,  and  he  commits  him  for  an  ordinary  assault,  and  notifies  to  the  governor  of  the 
gaol  that  he  would  have  committed  the  party  as  a lunatic  if  the  doctor  was  present.  After- 
wards the  medical  officer  of  the  prison  certifies  that  he  is  a lunatic,  but  tho  original  com- 
mittal does  not  bear  upon  the  face  of  it  that  it  is  a case  of  dangerous  lunacy,  and  the  party 
remains,  under  these  circumstances,  in  the  gaol. 

5171.  What  is  the  course  of  proceeding  in  a case  where  the  doctor,  subsequent  to  the 
prisoner  s committal,  certifies  that  he  is  a dangerous  lunatic ; is  a fresh  committal  required 
under  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  ? — No. 

• ^nt^er  what  authority  would  a prisoner  be  detained  in  a gaol  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  the  imprisonment  ordered  for  the  assault  ? — I apprehend  he  is 
committed  not  to  suffer  imprisonment  for  the  assault,  but  to  take  his  trial  for  it.  He  could 
be  discharged  by  a judge  or  an  assistant  barrister. 

t ®HPP0S*US  a prisoner  to  be  committed  to  take  his  trial  for  an  assault,  as  you  state, 

, e ,®ve  *"e  usual  course  is  to  impannel  a jury  to  try  his  sanity  when  he  is  called  upon  to 
plead  ?— Exactly.  . J 

5174.,  If  found  insane  under  those  circumstances,  that  prisoner  would  become  a criminal 
lunatic  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  ? — If  the  jury  impannelled  to  try  his  sanity  stated  that  he 
was  insane,  he  would  become  a criminal  lunatic. 

5175.  But,  in  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred,  if  the  magistrate  had  the  assistance 
of  a medical  man  to  give  a certificate  of  insanity  when  the  case  was  before  him,  that  pri- 
soner would  only  have  been  committed  as  a dangerous  lunatic,  and  eventually  be  sent  to 
the  district  asylum  ? — Yes. 

-^re  lunatics  ever  committed  to  bridewells? — They  are  never  actually  committed 
to^bndewells,  but  they  are  often  detained  in  them  till  an  opportunity  for  their  removal 

. Do  the  arrangements  for  their  accommodation  in  bridewells  at  all  differ  from  those 

m ,cou^y  prisons  ? — Except  that  they  are  infinitely  worse.  However,  I conceive  it 

would  be  always  necessary  to  be  enabled  to  send  them,  in  the  first  instance,  to  a place  oi 
safety,  such  as  a bridewell ; and  the  law,  as  it  at  present  exists,  very  often  necessitates 
tlieir  detention  there — sometimes  for  days,  and  sometimes  for  weeks — until  a second  magis- 
trate signs  the  committal. 
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5 1 78.  Do  you  know  whether,  practically,  that  second  magistrate,  in  signing  the  committal, 
re-investigates  the  case?— I know  of  many  cases  where  the  second  magistrate  has  not  even 
seen  the  lunatic. 

5179. 1 presume,  from  what  you  have  stated,  that  you  consider  the  presence  of  lunatics 
in  a gaol  interferes  very  much  with  its  discipline  ?— Very  much,  indeed. 

5180.  Have  many  complaints  been  made  to  Boards  of  Superintendence  on  that  head?— 
Several,  particularly  of  late.  There  have  been  complaints  at  Lifford. 

5181.  Do  you  think  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  gaols  arises  principally  from  the  asylums 
being  full  ? — Certainly. 

5182.  Is  there  .any  amendment  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  that  you  would  suggest  ? 

I would  suggest,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  signature  of  one  magistrate  to  the  committal 
should  suffice. 
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5183.  Bo  you  mean  one  magistrate  acting  at  petty  sessions  ? — I mean  that  one  magis-  Snggeasa  mi- 
trate’s  committal  should  be  sufficient  to  authorize  the  transmission  of  a dangerous  lunatic  ment  of  the  Dan- 

to  an  asylum  where  some  further  examination  might  take  place  ; for,  under  the  law,  as  it  ^prous  Lunatic  Act; 
at  present  exists,  an  unfortunate  lunatic  is  very  often  detained  in  a bridewell  for  several  asyhimsmmittal  *° 
days  till  the  second  signature  can  be  obtained.  Again,  I would  suggest  that  it  should  not 
be  always  imagined  a gaol  is  to  be  elastic  to  any  extent,  and  that  an  asylum  can  contain 
only  a certain  number. 

5184.  Would  you  give  the  asylum  authorities  the  option  of  refusing  a case  if  it  was  not 
considered  a proper  one  for  admission  ? — Yes. 

5185.  Would  there  not  bo  some  difficulty  in  enlarging  that  person  under  those  circum- 
stances, lie  having  been  sworn  to  be  a dangerous  lunatic,  and  about  to  commit  a crime? 

There  probably  would ; but  it  appears  to  me  there  might  be  what  we  call  a prisoner’s 
reception  ward  constructed  in  lunatic  asylums,  where  such  cases  might  be  kept  for  a short 
period.  I conceive  it  would  not  be  so  detrimental  to  a lunatic  to  be  confined  even  in  the 
worst  lunatic  asylum  as  in  the  best  gaol,  not  so  much  from  the  want  of  accommodation  as 
from  the  total  absence  of  any  resident  officers  knowing  anything  about  such  cases. 

518G.  I presume,  in  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred,  it  should  still  be  open  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace  to  require  security  from  such  a person  for  keeping  the  peace? — Yes. 

I imagine  if  the  lunatic  asylum  authorities  refused  to  admit  the  person  in  custody  as  a 
lunatic,  it  would  ho  then  open  to  a magistrate  to  commit  him  as  an  ordinary  criminal.  I 
mean  by  a reception  ward,  any  place  where  sucli  persons  could  be  placed  until  the  arrival 
of  the  medical  officer.  Another  reason  why  I think  a gaol  a bad  place  for  lunatics  is,  that 
they  are  always  brought  into  gaols  in  a state  of  great  violence  and  excitement.  They  are 
often  brought  tied  on  a car  with  ropes,  by  the  police,  and  at  that  time  they  are  easily- 
acted  upon  either  for  good  or  for  bad ; and  there  is  no  one  at  a gaol  who  knows 
how  to  treat  them,  and  they  are  placed  in  charge  of  ward-men  and  ward-women  who  have 
more  to  do  than  they  can  well  accomplish ; and,  under  such  circumstances,  it  is  considered 
that  the  disease  is  very  often  made  permanent. 

5187.  When  a lunatic  prisoner  is  committed  to  gaol,  are  any  measures  taken  with  a view  No  medical  treat- 

to  the  cure  of  his  lunacy,  or  is  ho  merely  treated  for  any  bodily  ailment  he  may  have  ? — ment  5,1  gaols  for 
The  lunatic  is  treated  rather  with  regard  to  his  bodily  than  his  mental  ailments.  lunacy. 

5188.  That  arises,  I suppose,  from  the  case  being  considered  in  transitu? — Yes;  it  is 
always  considered  by  medical  officers  and  the  other  officers  of  the  gaol  that  they  are  only 
to  keep  the  party  in  health  and  in  safe  custody  till  the  time  for  removal  comes. 

5189.  Are  mechanical  restraints  used  in  gaols? — I generally  see  in  gaols  one  or  two  Eestraint. 
means  of  restraint,  such  as  strait  waistcoats. 


5190.  In  whoso  custody  are  those  things? — Generally  in  the  custody  of. the  hospital 
nurse. 


4191.  Is  that  nurse  enabled  to  make  use  of  those  mechanical  restraintsat  her  own  dis- 
cretion ? — I know  of  no  control  over  her  with  respect  to  them. 

5192.  In  cases  where  prisoners,  nob  previously  lunatics,  become  insane,  what  steps  are 
taken  for  communicating  with  the  asylum  authorities? — I am  not  aware  of  any  case  of  the 
kind. 


5193.  Is  there  any  distinction  in  the  gaols  generally  in  the  dietary  of  the  lunatics  and 
the  other  prisoners  ? — None ; nor  is  there  any  authority  in  any  person  to  alter  it,  except 
the  medical  officer. 

519-1.  Are  the  attendants  upon  the  lunatics  generally  prisoners  ? — There  are  always  one  Attendants  upon 
or  two  prisoners  sent  to  that  duty.  There  are  generally  not  a sufficient  number  of  officers  ^raiy  prisoners  gG" 
in  a gaol  to  permit  of  more  than  one  at  most  being  allowed  to  that  class. 

5195.  The  attendance  on  lunatics  being  generally  a disgusting  duty,  particularly  if  their 
habits  are  dirty,  do  you  consider  that  persons  who  have  been  convicted  of  crime,  or  may 
have  been  charged  with  crime,  are  suitable  or  proper  attendants  for  them  ? — I believe  not  • 
at  all.  There  is  a general  antipathy,  I conceive,  amongst  the  lower  orders  in  Ireland  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  and  it  is  only  persons  of  the  worst  class  in  the  gaol  that 
will  undertake  the  office.  You  must  look  to  the  physical  ability  also  of  the  persons  yon 
select  as  attendants.  In  the  case  I have  referred  to  at  Kilmainham,  the  two  women  now 
m charge  of  the  lunatics  are  the  worst  in  the  prison ; one  of  them  has  been  committed 
htteen  times. 

5196.  Supposing  the  number  of  lunatics  in  a gaol  were  only  two  or  three,  I presume  a 
separate  ward  could  not  on  all  occasions  be  appropriated  to  them  ? — They  are  very  often  put 
Withumtried  prisoners.  In  my  Deport  as  to  the  gaol  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda, 
winch  I visited  on  tho  18th  November,  1856, 1 state  : “The  accommodation  for  the  trick  of 
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both  sexes  consists  of  only  one  room,  which  was,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  occupied  by  hmati 
females.  This  hospital  room,  as  are  also  the  female  solitaries,  is  situated  within  the 
prison,  and  is,  therefore,  quite  unfit  for  occupation  by  females." 

5197.  The  certificate  of  a second  medical  man  is  requisite  before  the  lunatic  can  be 
removed  to  an  asylum? — It  must  be  procured  before  the  Lunatic  Inspectors  can  be 
apprized  of  the  fitness  of  the  lunatic  to  be  removed. 

5198.  I-Iave  you  known  of  any  delay  in  the  removal  of  a lunatic  in  consequence  of  the 

signature  of  the  second  physician  not  being  obtained  ? — I could  not  say  that  I have  known 
any  delay  in  the  removal,  but  in  apprizing  the  Inspectors  of  the  fitness  of  the  person 
to  be  removed.  ^ 


5199.  IIow  is  the  second  certificate  obtained  in  cases  where  there  is  no  second  medical 
officer  attached  to  the  prison  ? — A second  medical  officer  is  called  in,  and  paid  a fee.  There 
is  a second  medical  officer  in  all  the  city  of  Dublin  prisons. 

Pe0bngin^toftfier30ns  3'01?  understand  that  the  lower  classes  get  their  friends  committed  as  dangerous 

lower  cusses  as  dan-  lunatics  to  avoid  having  them  admitted  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  so  escape  the  respousi- 
gerous  lunatics.  bility  of  removing  them  ? — Undoubtedly.  In  the  first  place,  they  save  the  doctor’s  fee 

and  the  police  convey  the  lunatic  to  the  county  gaol,  instead  of  the  relatives  or  friends 
having  to  take  him  themselves  to  the  asylum.  I have  endeavoured  to  convey  to  you,  as 
clearly  as  I. could,  my  sense  of  the  detriment  it  is  to  lunatics  to  confine  them  in  gaols 
as  also  the  injury  done  to  the  discipline  of  those  establishments. 

5201.  Have  you  known  of  many  cases  where  persons  have  been  committed  more  than 
once  as  dangerous  lunatics  ? — I have  known  several  cases  as  stated  in  the  return,  which  I 
hand  in,  from  the  Grangegorman  Penitentiary.  [Same  is  delivered  in.] 

5202.  This  return  from  the  Grangegorman  Prison  does  not  state  whether  the  prisoners 
were  ever  transferred  to  an  asylum  after  their  previous  committal? — Some  of  them  were. 
If  the  return  does  not  state  that,  it  is  incomplete.  I know  that  some  of  them  were  pointed 
out  to  me  as  having  been  at  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. 


Detention  op  Lunatics  in  Convict  Piusons. 

Captain  w.  Ciofton.  Captain  Walter  Crofton  sworn  and  examined. 

5203.  What  official  appointment  do  you  hold?— I am  Chairman  of  tlio  Directors  of  the 
Convict  Prisons. 

foA4’  HaTe  ?ou  ^01i“  ^cld  ^at  appointment  ? — Sineo  the  Board  was  constituted. 

Sow  prisons  are  under  your  direction  ?— The  whole  of  the  Convict  prisons 
happen>?e“rontly0qUeU  ^ *“*  lu,latics  are  inmates  of  those  prisons  ?— It  does 

5207.  What  measures  are  taken  for  the  removal  of  those  lunatics?— They  are  examined 
?/  med'?al  0®cc?.  T110  “rti/y  that  they  are  confirmed  lunatics,  and  then  there  is  room, 
mado  fo,r  them  111  ‘ho  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  with  a view  to  their  removal. 
ofcoUttaSf  known  muck  delay  to  occur  in  the  removal  of  convict  lunatics  ?-Yes; 

class  of  prisoners  considerable  delay.  We  have  now  five  confirmed  lunatics  at  the  Philipstown  Prison,  who 
remo/°d  *0  Duudrum>  from  want  of  room  ; and  in  addition  to  that,  I wish  to  call 
toes^Se  5j®  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a class  of  prisoners  confined  in 
the  convict  estabhshments  who,  though  they  do  not  come  under  the  designation  of  confirmed 
lunatics,  yet  are  certified  by  the  medical  officers  to  bo  irresponsible  for  their  actions,  and 
they  are  day  by  day  qualifying  themselves  for  a more  stringent  certificate.  If  they  bad 
medical  treatment  m the  early  stages  of  the  disease  its  progress  might  he  arrested  ; but 
sported  irresponsible,  generally  end  in  getting  a more  stringent  certificate, 
th®y  are+  cou&m?d  lunatics.  We  have  ten  men  and  six  women  so  circum- 
stanced at  the  present  moment. 

® ?cta0ll:sr  °!  TS0Un.4  mild  ?-Ycb  i t'18!-  *«>  irresponsible,  so  that  we  can- 

n0Mwf  \ t f01  any  aCt  deserviuS  punishment  they  may  commit. 

5210.  Are  they  persons  more  or  less  of  a refractory  character?_Yes ; we  have  only  two 
tnat  arc  so* 

to  whom  you  have  just  referred  would  not  be  admissible 
certificate^6  DlStnCfc  Lunatlc  Asylum  ?— No,  m consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  required 

2 Is1tIiere  auy  provision  for  the  proper  treatment  of  those  cases  in  the  prisons  to 

which  you  have  referred . —There  is  no  proper  provision  for  them.  As  far  as  possible  a 
proper  watch  is  kept  oyer  them,  so  that  no  abuse  can  happen  ; at  the  same  time  there  is 
no  means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  in  any  way,  with  which  they  are  afflicted, 
f iv  “2  °PP°rfcu»ity  of  carrying  out  any  curative  treatment  ?— There  is  not. 
5214. 1 believe  the  Mountjoy  Prison  is  on  the  separate  system?— Yes. 

-_q.  , '>‘  returns  furnished  from  your  department,  in  November  last,  it  appeared  two 
1 “f^ut  prison ; can  you  afford  the  Commissioners  any  explanation  as  to  that?— 

-two  idiots  might  have  come  from  the  county  prisons  to  Mountjoy  Prison,  and  of  course 
w re  removed  directly,  upon  their  being  certified  as  idiots.  There  are  now  two  idiots  at 
p m ..  tneinvaliddepcit ; they  would  not  be  retained  in  the  Mountjoy  Prison  as  idiots, 

lunatics.  Mn  tinw  p aQy  freshed  to  your  °frce  of  the  convicts  eligible  for  removal  totbe 

j y nson?  There  is  no  return  as  to  eligibility;  wo  send  the  numbers,  and 


Mountjoy  Prison. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


195 


nearly  every  case  is  removed,  as  a matter  of  course,  from  the  county  prisons.  They  are 
taken  as  a matter  of  course,  and  not  because  of  any  peculiar  eligibility. 

5217.  With  respect  to  the  idiots  who  were  in  the  Mountjoy  Prison,  and  who,  I presume, 
were  removed  there  from  county  gaols,  is  there  any  moans  of  ascertaining  whether  any 
officers  in  those  county  gaols  were  responsible  for  sending  them  up  without  notice  ? — I may 
not  be  quite  accurate  in  saying  they  were  sent ; but  if  they  were,  it  is  quite  certain  a 
report  would  accompany  them  from  the  medical  officer  of  the  county  gaol,  informing  us  of 
the  fact.  It  is  possible  those  cases  may  have  come  from  one  of  our  own  depots;  if  so,  it 
was  merely  for  examination  by  the  medical  officer,  and  to  bo  returned  again. 

5218.  In  the  cases  to  which  you  have  referred  of  convicts  who  are  irresponsible,  and  to 
whom  the  stringent  certificate  you  have  spoken  of  would  bo  ultimately  given,  and  which  is 
required  by  law  to  bo  given,  to  warrant  their  removal,  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose 
mental  deficiency  is  caused  at  all  by  the  system  to  which  they  have  been  subjected  in  the 
prisons? — Not  at  all. 

5219.  I gather  from  a former  answer  you  have  given  that  you  consider  the  Central 
Criminal  Asylum  is  not  adequate  for  the  wants  of  such  a class  of  cases  as  would  be  received 
there  ? — It  is  not  adequate. 

5220.  With  respect  to  the  cases  to  which  you  have  referred  of  irresponsible  prisoners 
who  cannot  be  removed  to  an  asylum  for  the  reasons  stated,  are  any  steps  taken  to  remove 
them  from  a prison  where  the  separate  system  is  carried  out  ? — Immediate  steps. 

5221.  Do  you  find  much  inconvenience  to  aviso  to  the  discipline  of  the  prisons  from  the 
preseuce  of  lunatics? — Very  groat. 

5222.  I believe  in  tlio  Government  prisons  the  prisoners  are  always  in  the  care  of  paid 
officers  ? — Always. 

5223.  Are  any  mechanical  restraints  used  with  regard  to  lunatics  in  Government  pri- 
sons?— Strait  waistcoats. 

5224.  In  whoso  custody  are  they  kept  ? — The  medical  officer’s. 

5225.  Can  they  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the  attendants? — They  can  never  be  placed 
upon  the  prisoners  without  a certificate  from  the  medical  officer  that  it  is  necessary. 

5226.  Is  there  any  thing  you  would  wish  to  suggest  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  our 
inquiry  ?— I.  have  no  further  suggestion  to  make  than  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  irre- 
sponsible persons,  to  call  the  urgent  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  necessity  which, 
exists  for  their  removal  to  some  place  where  they  would  be  properly  treated  for  their  disease. 


Proposed  Institution  poh  Poor  Lunatics  of  the  Middle  Class. 

Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5227-  Have  you  given  much  of  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  lunatic  poor  of 
Ireland? — Yes,  for  the  last  two  years. 

5228.  You  have  addressed  a letter  to  the  Commissioners  with  reference  to  a proposed 
institution  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor? — Yes. 

5229.  Can  you  state  what  progress  that  scheme  has  made? — We  have  only  taken  the 
house  and  ground  ; we  have  not  got  possession  at  present. 

5230.  Detail  the  nature  of  the  proposed  institution  ? — The  object  of  the  institution  is  to 
provide  for  lunatics  belonging  to  the  middle  class  of  societ)r— the  professional  and  mer- 
cantile educated  class,  having  only  small  means,  or,  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  Connolly, 

“ Who,  belonging  to  the  educated  portion  of  the  middle  classes,  and  depending  on  the 
continued  exercise  of  their  talent  and  industry,  fall  at  once,  when  affected  with  even  tem- 
porary mental  disorder,  from  comfort  to  ruin,  and  whose  families  are  hopelessly  dragged 
down  with  them  to  poverty  and  want.  The  rich,  if  insanity  falls  upon  them,  are  surrounded 
with  all  the  care  that  wealth  can  command  or  sympathy  suggest ; the  poor  can  apply  to 
the  parish  and  he  received  into  a county  asylum,  but  the  class  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor  suffer  without  resources,  and  often  long  unknown,  till  the  prolonged  pains  and  griefs 
of  concealed  poverty  beset  and  torture  them  ; and  no  relief  presents  itself  until  they  have 
wholly  fallen  into  the  ranks  of  paupers.” 

5231.  Is  the  institution  to  he  at  all  of  a-  charitable  character? — The  payment  of  each 
patient  will  be  merely  sufficient  for  his  support. 

5232.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  at  all  an  institution  maintained  for  profit  ?— No. 

5233.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  any  considerable  portion  of  the  lunatic  population 
of  the  country  who  would  be  very  deserving  objects  of  such  a charity  ? — I think  a very 
great  number,  more  than  is  generally  known,  probably  between  500  and  600. 

5234.  Is  the  institution  to  be  founded  upon  the  plan  of  any  other  asylum  ? — We  take  in 
some  respect  the  model  of  Charenton,  the  great  institution  near  Paris.  The  patients  there, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  pay.  There  are  three  classes  ; the  first  pay  about  £57  a-year 
(about  1,425  francs);  the  second  pay  £45  a-year  (about  1,125  francs);  and  the  third  class 
pay  £33  a-year  (about  825  francs).  ’’Then  there  are  some  more  beds  in  the  institution — 
about  fourteen — that  are  for  the  poor  of  the  district ; and  there  are  a few  beds  also  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  for  small  payments.  It  is,  in  some  respects,  upon 
the  model  of  that  we  intend  to  form  our  institution,  with  the  exception  that  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  have  either  a first  or  second  class ; we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  third.  I 
beg  to  say,  that  at  Charenton  the  first  class  parents,  when  they  are  clean  or  con- 
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uucGivo  01  a greuG  ueui  or  miration  on  tne  part  ot  patients.  A difference  of  diet  ohs 
able  in  the  one  room  would  be  objectionable  here;  but  in  Franco  they  find  no  AiffSu' 
to  arise  from  it.  acuity 

5235.  Is  it  intended  to  have  any  free  patients  ? — No. 

5236.  From  what  source  are  the  funds  for  the  establishment  of  the  institution  to  1 
derived?— A lady  left  a sum  of  money  to  two  relatives  of  mine  and  myself,  to  be  disnn^H 
of  as  we  think  proper  m support  of  any  public  institution ; and  wo  intend  to  establish  thk 

5237.  n hat  is  proposed  as  to  the  governing  body  of  the  institution  ?— We  nronose 

associate  with  ourselves  seven  or  nine  gentlemen  of  position  as  the  governing  bodv  of  tl, 
institution.  ° J iae 

5238.  I presume  the  right  of  admission  will  rest  with  those  Governors  ?— Yes 

5239.  Are  the  funds  available  sufficient  for  the  erection  of  a very  extensive  hosnital  9 

We  shall  commence  with  about  twenty  patients.  1 ' 

5240.  Do  you  intend  to  invite  charitable  contributions  towards  the  promotion  of  so  wood 
an  object  ?— Yes ; we  calculate  on  that,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  work  it  at  a much  cheaner 
rate  than  other  asylums  in  this  country,  for  we  intend  to  employ  Sisters  of  Charitvin 
the  institution.  The  expense  of  each  of  those  will  be  little  more  than  £20  a-year  ‘ V 

0241 . Is  it  intended  the  institution  shall  be  confined  to  any  one  religious  persuasion  ?— Vo 

5242.  Is  it  intended  to  be  an  institution  for  both  sexes  ?-In  the  first  instance  only  for 
females,  but  we  calculate  ou  having  a male  branch  in  operation  at  a future  day.  J 

5243.  What  working  staff  will  you  have  ?— We  shall  commence  with  six  Sisters  for  about 

twenty  patients.  u 

5244.  What  number  of  medical  attendants  ?— That  is  not  decided  upon  yet. 

5245.  Do  you  contemplate  having  the  responsibility  of  treatment  to  rest  entirely  with 
°“e  “e°1.ca11  ™au’  or,??  y°u  Propose  to  associate  with  him  a consulting  physician  ?-I 

n-C, therc  W1,1  be  a consultinS  physician  and  an  attending  physician:  * 

5246.  Is  it  contemplated  there  will  be  a resident  manager  on  the  spot,  who  will  be  a 
medical  man  ?_In  the  first  restitution,  which  will  be  for  females,  we  cotSld  not  well  hare  a 

rri^r‘r:ssriti‘ adM-  aad  **  ■ 

*** °!  "***  adTice?-YeSi  * iB 

5243.  The  class  of  patients  to  he  admitted,  I gather  from  your  previous  answer 
mtaed  nn  thkSS  FVfS  Tab°nt  ,£3°  Pe1'  annum?— About  £25:  we  liavo  not  yet  deter- 
patients'will^mahnnt  f P cakmlate  the  average  expense  of  each  patient  of  the  first  fifty 
if  vo  f k£' « per  lh?  aTeraSe  expenditure  at  Charcnton  is  over  that; 

£45  a-yS-  1 f b<5  tbr°e  Cl“SSeS  tC  be  eqlIal  in  ”umier.  the  average  will  be  about 

per6soS'suhLAiraTeMPla5ld  *°  alIow.tbe  rigbt  of  '•ecommendation  for  admission  to 
Mero^  ™No  b g derabl°  Bum-  as  18  done  m soma  hospitals  under  the  Sisters  of 

improperndmissions.  »,eana  WA,,vj .d°  y°U  coufemplate  with  a view  of  securing  that  persons  whose 
Sr^il  Si  Jll  *?  a “"Blde“b'o  B®n  beyond  what  you  propose  to  charge 
shall  not  avail  themselves  of  this  cheap  or  charitable  institution  ?_TW  proposed  plan  is 

reiudk  to  and4.ages  md  occupation  of  the  member?  ot  tlrefLily; 

mZse  ibat  th.  o mformatwn  as  to  the  total  income  of  the  family.  We  thin 

l Ire  a fit  object  for  ad™2ion  toS’^toST”*6  C°”°lusio"  as  *°  wb°m  tbe^  BUPPose 

proride  Ll^dS^^  ^ ^ ”T>-  !» 

fhiH  pmirt™  ” „ tuPacics  superior  to  what  is  given  m any  asylum  in 

beLTthfn  "!'A  “e  fate?-!  sb°aId  BaT.  with  the  exception  of  Swifts,  irtainly 
way  they  lived  whiat'home?'  W°  co“temi>late  hannS  patients  treated  in  the  same 

nual1v2thebsnmYTOb.VbnffdfladTbar  should  be  required  to  enable  you  to  recover  an- 

S IZ,  do  t ft?  e?dS  °frJbe  pa“e,Its  condition  *0  pay  f-We  will  adopt  die 
L ^ writing,  t Jay  0barent‘m-the  P™>n  who  brings  the  patient  gives  an  undertaking, 

thft2a  ved^t'i?  of  establishing  this  institution  arisen  from  the  conviction  in  your  mind 
from  the  Bef  rir  T, . f -0r  SnCb  “ ostabHshnrent  ?-Yes.  It  originated,  I may  say, 
Carlow  lunatic  \ a-j  0r’  1S  co^ruetee>  and  who  having  been  a Governor  of  the 
“4  ?r  a G°Vernor  of  the  Maryborough  Asylum,  was  well 
acquainted  ^h  the  subject,  and  knew  the  want  of  such  an  institution. 

df  the  i„.«ne  Tv* Tu1S  5°.  ^ostrtutlon  of  a charitable  nature  in  Ireland  for  the  treatment 
at  Bloomfieid’ °f  ^-dB^ 

at  thj  “/  tbi”?  fmner  y°,U  wouli  ""“b  *°  oommnnicate  to  us  ?— On  inquiring 

Mtufcn  I IS  i ^^“-Ooporal  of  Asylums,  and  stating  the  scheme  of  the  proposed 
Zblfc  ot  niwlS”164  ? yaB  a “after  of  doubt  whethe?  it  could  be  consideWof  a 
the  CrownP  The  Ut  . and  that  the  question  would  be  submitted  to  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown.  The  letter  I sent  to  this  Commission  was  written  in  the  hope  that,  in  their 
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report,  the  Commissioners  would  suggest  some  simpler  mode  of  proceeding  for  establish-  Dublin. 
meats  of  this  kind,  so  that  we  would  be  enabled  to  get  a licence  that  would  be  perma-  „ ■ — - . . 

nent,  and  not  be  liable  to  be  revoked,  unless  for  a violation  of  the  law,  or  on  some  good  tbr^Pwr  Lwtatics'of 
cause  being  shown  by  the  Inspectors  for  so  doing.  the  Middle  Class. 

5256.  Aro  you  aware  the  remarks  of  the  Inspectors  probably  had  reference  to  the  state  T.  Fitzpatrick,  Esq. 
of  the  law,  which  it  has  hitherto  been  thought  would  not  require  such  institutions  to  be 

licensed  ? — It  was  a matter  of  doubt ; and  on  looking  at  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors,  I 
found  they  classed  Swift’s  and  the  Retreat  at  Bloomfield  as  private  institutions.  They  are 
not  obliged  to  take  out  licences  annually. 

5257.  Then,  in  fact,  as  the  law  is  practically  administered  at  present,  your  institution 
would  not  be  required  to  take  out  a licence  ? — I should  suppose  not. 

5258.  You  are  of  course  aware,  that  as  the  institution  would  contain  more  than  two 
patients,  it  would  be  subject  to  the  other  provisions  of  the  law  ? — Certainly. 

5259.  With  regard  to  the  custody  of  the  lunatics  ? — Yes. 

5260.  On  what  ground  do  you  think  such  an  institution  should  be  exempt  from  the  regu- 
lation of  the  law  with  reference  to  licensing  ? — Because  it  takes  away  from  the  accumula- 
tion of  funds  intended  for  benevolent  purposes.  The  object  of  such  an  institution  is  to 
increase  or  extend  its  benefits,  in  case  there  is  any  surplus  arising  from  its  receipts. 

5261.  Supposing  the  difficulty  removed,  to  which  you  have  referred,  of  a considerable  Inspection, 
pecuniary  payment  for  the  licence,  do  you  see  any  reason  why  such  an  institution  should 

be  exempted  from  inspection  ? — Certainly  not ; I should  say  it  ought  to  be  inspected. 

5262.  Your  objection,  then,  to  the  licence  refers  rather  to  the  tax  which  that  licence 
imposes  than  to  any  thing  else  ? — And  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  attending  the  ses- 
sions annually,  and  being  often  subjected  to  great  delay,  which  I learn  from  proprietors  of 
private  asylums  is  the  case,  that  they  have  to  wait  at  Kilmamham  amongst  publicans  and 
other  classes  of  people,  and,  besides,  the  tax  is  serious  in  its  amount. 
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Dublin,  29th  January,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Richmond  District  Asylum — in  continuation. 

Michael  Staunton , Esq.,  Collector-General  of  Rates  for  the  City  of  Dublin 
sworn  and  examined. 

5263.  I believe  you  have  been  for  some  time  a Governor  of  the  Richmond  District 
Lunatic  Asylum  ? — I have. 

5264 . 1 lave  you  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  constantly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  ? 
— I give  a great  deal  of  attendance,  but  I cannot  say  I have  attended  regularly;  I 
believe  I have  attended  as  regularly  as  any  other  Governor. 

5165.  I believe  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  is  an  asylum  for  the  district  comprising 
the  county  of  Dublin,  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  county  of  Wicklow,  the  county  of  Louth 
and  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda  ? — Yes. 

5286.  Do  you  find  that  the  attendance  of  Governors  at  the  Board  generally  affords  a fair 
representation  of  those  respective  counties  ? — I cannot  say  it  does.  There  are  altogether 
twenty-one  Governors,  and  the  attending  Governors,  I believe,  do  not  exceed  four  or  five 
in  number. 

5267.  Are  the  attending  Governors  usually  from  the  city  of  Dublin  or  the  immediate 
vicinity? — They  are  usually  from  Dublin. 

5268.  I believe  the  appointment  of  Governors  rests  entirely  with  the  executive  "overn- 
ment? — It  does. 

5269.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  at  each  meeting  tolerably  large? — There  are  usually, 
I think,  five  ; I have  often  seen  seven,  but  not  usually  more  than  five. 

5270.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  meet  more  frequently  than  is  required  by  the  re  dila- 

tions, namely,  once  a month  ? — They  meet  once  a fortnight,  and  I have  known  them  to 
meet  oftener  when  occasion  required ; if  any  emergency  arose,  they  would  appoint  a day 
to  meet  out  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  attendance.  1 

5271.  Is  there  any  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  establishment  ?— . 
No ; there  are  two  Inspectors  who  are  members  of  the  Board,  and  the  general  body  of  the 
Governors  feel  that  the  Inspectors  have  a peculiar  responsibility  attached  to  their  posi- 
tion ; they  are  at  once  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  and  members — recently  constituted— of  the 
Board  of  Governors ; besides  those  gentlemen,  there  are  medical  officers,  who  are  constant 
and,  I think,  very  efficient  attendants,  and  who,  I must  say,  show  a great  deal  of  zeal  for 
the  well-being  of  the  institution. 

5272.  The  Inspectors  to  whom  you  refer  are  the  executive  officers  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  for  inspecting  the  lunatic  asylums  of  Ireland  ?— Yes. 

5273.  They  are  not,  therefore,  charged  with  any  particular  duties,  as  regards  the  Rich- 
mond Asylum,  more  than  any  other  ?— No ; but  the  Board  would  not  hesitate  to  employ 
their  good  offices  on  any  occasion  that  they  require  a special  inquiry, 

52J4-  Are  you  aware  that-  the  Privy  Council  regulations  of  1843  contemplated  a local 
board  of  three  to  be  appointed,  who  wore  to  hold  their  meetings  once  in  every  month,  and 
who  were  to  see  that  the  orders  of  the  General  Board  were  duly  executed,  to  inspect  the 
asylum  and  its  inmates,  and  to  keep  a watchful  eye  over  it? — I have  not  heard  any  thing 
concerning  it  mentioned  at  the  Board. 

5275.  Do  you  consider  it  possible  for  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  whose  duty 
extends  all  over  Ireland,  to  discharge  such  duties  as  are  contemplated  for  the  local  board? 

I do  not,  and  I must  say,  I think  the  appointment  of  a local  board  would  be  a very  useful 
arrangement. 

527 6.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  official  Inspectors  being 
members  of  the  governing  body  of  an  asylum?— I think  from  the  experience,  which  is  not 
very  great,  we  have  had  at  the  Richmond  Asylum,  as  to  the  working  of  that  arrangement, 
that  it  was  useful ; and  I believe  it  was  originally  suggested  by  the  insufficient  attendance. 

I think  we  have  often  found  that  the  presence  of  those  two  gentlemen  was  useful  in  giving 
us  a good  Board ; and  I must  say  that  they  have  discharged  their  duties  as  members  of  the 
Board,  with  great  efficiency  and  zeal. 

5277.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  the  existence  of  those  official  persons 
upon  a Board,  has  in  encouraging  the  Board  to  discharge  their  duties  ? — Well,  I dare  say 
members  would  be  less  ready  to  attend  if  they  were  sure  the  Inspectors  were  present  to  go 
through  the  ordinary  business. 

5278-  Has  it  not,  therefore,  a tendency  to  encourage  the  Governors  to  abandon  the 
affairs  of  the  institution  ? — I do  not  think  the  attendance  of  the  attending  Governors  is 
smaller  smee  the  appointment  of  the  Inspectors  as  members  of  the  Board.  Three  or  four 
gentlemen  are  usually  present  at  the  meetings. 

52 1 9-  In  cases  that  may  require  minute  inspection,  such  as  cases  of  embezzlement,  if  such 
occurred,  would  the  inquiry  be  conducted  by  the  Board,  or  a Committee  of  the  Board, 
or  be  left  to  the  Inspectors  ? — Every  important  inquiry,  I must  say,  is  always  conducted 
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by  the  full  Board ; and  they  certainly  do  not  manifest  any  disposition  to  save  themselves  trou-  Dublin. 

Lie  or  time  ; very  few  of  the  meetings  occupy  a shorter  period  of  time  than  about  two  hours,  

from  one  to  three  or  half-past  three  o’clock ; that  is  the  usual  time  for  the  attendance  of  the  Richmond  District 
Board;  they  attend  as  long  as  the  business  may  require,  and  matters  for  investigation  have  aj  “* 

been  frequently  gone  into  in  great  detail,  I tliink  with  as  much  efficiency  as  possible.  stamton»  Es1- 

5280.  It  appears  from  a minute  of  the  Board  that  came  under  the  notice  of  the  Com-  Reference  to  Inspec- 
missioners,  that  there  has  been  a practice  of  referring  matters  that  required  investigation  tors  by  Board, 
to  the  Inspectors  to  report  upon  ? — There  have  been,  occasionally,  instances  of  the  kind, 
but  it  was  from  a notion  that  the  Inspectors  would  have  a better  opportunity  of  inquiriug  than 
the  general  Board  ; the  feeling  is  that  the  Inspectors  are  constantly  there,  and  that  the 
fact  of  their  being  Inspectors  gives  them  a peculiar  interest  in  the  well-being  of  the  insti- 
tution ; and  from  the  duties  of  members  of  the  Board  being  superadded  to  their  other 
duties,  it  is,  I believe,  the  general  opinion  that  they  are  the  more  fitted  to  inquire  into 
matters  such  as  you  refer  to ; it  is  this  consideration  that  influences  the  members  of  the 


Board  generally  in  wishing  matters  that  they  would  be  themselves  competent  to  investi- 
gate to  fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Inspectors,  for  they,  in  addition,  have  the  power  of 
administering  an  oath,  so  that  the  investigation  would  he  more  solemn  on  that  account ; but 
the  occasions  on  which  matters  were  referred  to  the  Inspectors  are  not  very  numerous,  and 
they  have  been  certainly  not  of  a very  important  character ; the  Board  itself,  in  any  tiling 
really  of  importance,  or  that  was  felt  to  be  such,  would  give  it  their  exclusive  attention. 

5281.  I believe  the  position  of  Inspectors  at  the  Boards  of  asylums  differs  from  that  of  Their  position  unlike 
Poor  Law  Inspectors  at  Boards  of  Guardians,  inasmuch  as  the  latter  have  no  votes? — Yes;  that  of  Poor  Law 

I should  observe  that  I have  noticed  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors  to  take  the  InsPectors- 
chair.  The  usage  at  the  Board,  as  at  several  other  Boards  with  which  I am  acquainted,  is, 
that  the  third  person  in  attendance  shall  be  the  chairman ; and  if  one  of  the  Inspectors  hap- 
pened to  come  in  the  third,  I see  a tendency  or  disposition  on  their  part  to  decline  taking 
the  chair,  and  a desire  that  some  other  member  should  occupy  that  position.  I should 
say,  while  I have  that  matter  before  my  mind,  that  it  would  he  a good  arrangement 
to  have  a fixed  chairman  for  the  Board  of  Governors.  They  could  imitato  the  practice  of 
the  Poor  Law  Boards  in  that  respect ; I believe  permanent  chairmen  are  almost  always  in 
attendance,  and  not  only  the  chairman,  but  the  deputy  and  deputy  vice-chairman. 

5282.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  any  thing  anomalous  in  the  persons  who  are  charged 
by  law  with  the  inspection  of  an  institution  being  themselves  members  of  the  governing 
body  of  that  institution  ? — I must  say,  that  when  I first  heard  of  their  being  appointed 
Governors,  I was  surprised  at  it,  but  in  watching  the  working  of  the  arrangement  I had  no 
reason  to  regret  that  the  appointment  had  occurred ; and  I must  say  that  I have  not  seen 
more  efficient  members  of  the  Board,  as  far  as  their  conduct  fell  under  my  observation, 


than  the  Inspectors ; and  that  the  accident  of  their  being  Inspectors  has  never,  so  far  as  I 
have  observed,  impaired  their  efficiency  as  members  of  the  Board,  or  suggested  ideas  of 


duty  other  than  those  entertained  by  the  members  generally. 

5283.  Is  it  the  practice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to  visit  the  whole  building,  and  to  Inspection  by  tha 
inspect  the  inmates  on  the  occasions  of  their  meetings  ? — No  ; not  upon  the  occasions  of  ^T^wid'tlie0 
their  meetings,  but  several  members  have  repeatedly  inspected  the  whole  asylum.  The  inmates, 
concern  is  largo  now,  and  there  is  a great  deal  of  detail  to  go  through ; the  accounts  are 

numerous,  aud  the  financial  business  is  very  elaborately  attended  to,  and  certainly  not 
shorter  than  two  hours  or  two  hours  and  a-half  will  discharge  the  business  any  day. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Governors  would  feel  that  they  would  hardly  have  leisure 
to  go  every  day  through  the  building  ; and  indeed,  for  my  part,  I feel  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  do  so.  I happened  to  bo  in  the  institution  this  very  day,  and  I was  not 
expected  there,  and  I heard  an  observation  from  the  matron,  that  the  institution  was  pre- 
pared every  day  for  inspection.  I never  saw  it,  either  upon  the  occasions  of  incidental 
visits  or  going  through  at  the  time  of  the  appointed  meeting,  that  every  thing  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  a fit  state,  and  quite  prepared  for  inspection. 

5284.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Manager,  that  the  Board  of  Governors  do  not  go  through 
the  asylum  and  inspect  it ; and  he  also  stated,  on  being  asked  when  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors last  went  round  the  various  wards  and  inspected  the  house,  that  he  could  not  tell ; 
he  further  stated,  in  reply  to  a question,  whether  it  had  been  done  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  that  it  may  have  been  done  by  some,  hut  that  it  was  not  inspected  generally — do 
you  consider  that  in  so  extensive  an  establishment  as  the  Richmond  Asylum,  a proper 


supervision  of  the  institution  in  detail  can  take  place,  if  the  governing  authorities  do  not 
visit  it  more  frequently  ? — I tliink  the  Governors  would  be  chargeable  with  a dereliction 
of  duty  if  they  omitted  to  do  any  thing  in  the  way  of  necessary  inspection.  The  Manager’s 
recollection  does  not  agree  with  mine  as  to  the  visits  of  the  Governors,  or  their  going  round 
the  asylum ; I remember  more  inspections  than  he  appears  to  have  in  his  recollection. 
There  are  also  several  medical  gentlemen  who  are  in  daily  attendance ; there  is  a resident 
apothecary ; there  is  a very  active  matron ; there  is  a manager.  The  medical  gentlemen 
are  Dr.  Mollan,  Dr.  Tuohill,  Dr.  Banks,  and  Dr.  Hughes.  . 

5285.  Are  those  persons  you  have  named  officers  of  the  institution  ? — Yes  ; the  Medical 
Officers. 


5286.  Would  not  the  object  of  inspection  by  the  Governors  be  to  see  that  the  officers 
perform  their  duty  ? — Certainly.  If  there  was  any  feeling  that  they  required  supervision, 
the  Governors  would  be  very  ready  to  render  any  service  in  their  power.  I should  have 
added  the  names  of  Dr.  Nugent  and  Dr.  White,  the  Inspectors.  I consider  there  is  a sort 
of  safeguard  for  the  Institution  in  the  connexion  of  those  gentlemen  witb  it,  and  it  would 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


200 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Richmond  District 
Asylum. 

M.  Staunton,  Esq. 

Various  imperfec- 
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house. 
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by  Board. 


The  morning  state- 
ment book;  the 
minute  book. 


appear  to  me  to  be  a matter  of  surprise  if  perpetual  and  special  investigation  were  ner<*» 
under  all  these  circumstances.  I have  repeatedly  gone  round  the  house.  I haval*1’’ 
seven  or  eight  years  a Governor,  if  not  more ; and  I must  say,  that  I never  in  mv  ^ 
instance,  found  any  thing  out  of  the  way,  different  from  what  visitors  would  exnect  HT* 
upon  either  appointed  or  incidental  inspection.  ' L ° see> 

52S7.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear,  that  in  the  greater  portion  of  the  division* 
water-closets  were  kept  regularly  locked,  and  that  in  many  cases  they  were  not  fit  J T 
used  ?—1  know  there  is  a great  deal  of  imperfection  in  matters  of  that  description  which 
the  Governors  have  made  repeated  attempts  to  get  rectified.  The  whole  of  the  biiildS™ 
have  been  carried  on  and  the  works  terminated  under  certain  circumstances  that  weS 
always  dissatisfactory  to  the  Board.  nere 

5288.  The  matter  to  which  I refer  had  reference  to  the  old  asylum  ? — I never  heard  tW 
any  such  thing  had  occurred  as  the  locking  of  the  water-closets  ; but  that  the  institution 
has  a great  many  imperfections  is  perfectly  certain,  and  quite  within  the  cognizance  of  tu 

Slwhfp  aUil  t!w‘iTe  hadJ  do"ot  know  how  many  weeks’  or  months’  correspondence 
with  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  subject.  1 ce 

5289.  Have  you  heard  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  visit,  the  privies  hi  tl,„ 

yard  were  in  a state  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  inmates?  — ! never  heard  that-  I onlv 
heard  of  the  imperfection  of  those  offices.  - 

. 5290-  Ate  you  aware  that  in  one  ward  it  was  the  practice  to  employ  the  lunatic  patients 
m removing  the  filth  of  those  dirty  privies  ?_I  am  not.  The  patients  are  rnSS 
as  they  are  capable  of  rendering  any  service ; and  I believe  the  feeling  is,  th.it  it  is  bet  to 
to  have  them  employed  than  otherwise. 

5291.  I presume  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  nature  of  the  employment  is  important  as 
J • S'0  trefment  °f  'patients  ?_Yes;  the  institution  is  a curative  one 
and  I should  think  employment  would  be  appropriate  for  that  purpose 

irG  y°“  thei®  is,an  alraosVotal  absence  of  Mght-chairs  in  the  institution? 
I heaid  lecently  of  an  order  for  some  of  these  things. 

JSM  Sr  rrMnhaV?  a sreat.manJi 0f  the  kvat0lies  most  of  the  cocks  ■»  useless, 
V7N  T 1 atn  suFP™®d  there  arc  R0  many  instances  of  imperfections  iu 
, f !!d  ? \l  a“  surPnsed  they  never  fell  under  the  observation  of  the  medical 

f fSw  BdaJd  re?ula1^'-.  1 have  nf er  k“own,  perhaps  more  than  once, 

a lailure  to  constitute  a Board  from  nisufhcient  attendance,  and  the  Board  is  alwavs  nre- 
Pa*9ol°  r 6ai  any  recommendation  for  useful  alteration  or  for  improvement.  J 1 
-,r  • i Presume  these  deficiencies  are  matters  that  would  he  detected  bv  an  active 

vSf  iZZ certainly  fall  more  under  the  obZl ll  a Sub or 

a,  very  usefid  Zdy  ; 1 ld  thmk  ftat  for  that  PnrP°“  “ch  » Committee  would  be 

wafalaM^ 

•pmiTfcZrti0' ,hat  ,W1'illSJr  Kas  been  for  sora°  ttae,  and  is  now  fitted 
tlfe  prem  s°e"s w/s ® ,]  f • ° “P°‘becM7  ?-I  was  not  aware  what  particular  part  of 
™ a matter  K I rt  1>lg  1 a'var0  1,0  koP*  PW  i «>»  number  of  them 
a S • .bl0uSirt  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  and  I must  say  I was  one  of 

fnd  the  SecLiw  td  s -‘S  Bll°!?d,  "°,V’e  alWd  *°  v°nain  Tlw  Manager 

™ twenty  fh-e^ vea,J  Tffi  o'*  •th<>  .Mana«er  s“°4  thl“  had  been  twenty-four 

pernS o b,™  w Y,11  the  uistitution  that  the  original  Governors  gave  him 

but  I believe  the  Bn  .fd  allc  , .lat  10  never  exceeded  tile  power  ho  had  received  from  tliem ; 
two  Z d “ “i0"*8101:  came  ‘°  tho  solution  that  not  more  than  one  oi 

Lrs  oUhe  Botrd  d “ f ’S  th°  Poasession  «f  any  officer;  and  some  of  the  mem- 

h™e  a pin  at  alTfn  5?,?^  .tie,  n”mler’  bought  it  would  ho  much  better  not  to 
the  h3  of the  pSnr  “ln  ^ tbat  <he  °ffal  “ ba  M0d  f“d  ftr 
the  resolution’  nfrtbn  r’S  ”jed  ai  Peedmg  pigs  for  the  benefit  of  the  apothecary  ? — I thought 
consideration1 I cS.a,ri?v  h,  T"3  ^ - A“  s°on  aa  evet  ^ <*™  under  n.y 

should  be  riven  nn-  on no  hesitation  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  practice 
tion  of  the  Board^'  1 ^°eS  011  now’ lE  ls  certainly  in  defiance  of  the  order  orresolu- 

e/  Sovernors,  at  their  fortnightly  meetings,  usually  inspect  the  boohs 
^aoseh^Zin.  fa  t0ak!vepHie  m»™ng  statement  book  and  others ?-Yes ; 
matron  and  from  , msPee‘ed,  and  there  is  a report  always  expected  from  the  Manager  and 

SrX  co^SL0^  Wh°  iaS  thia=  «*“  ba  W* 

the  fastitotimZ  w mo™n®  statement  book  requires  the  number  of  people  employed  in 
my  impression  was  f ed  I do  uot  know  to  what  extent  its  requirements  go,  bnt 
S to  the  contained  any  information  that  was  considered  to  bo  of  import- 

Snnte  book  r .TITe,  are  regular  books  kept,  including  a very  elaborate 
meriy  there  wn*  n UP0U  a principle  recently  introduced.  For- 

possible  suhiert  i*  i insufficient  statement  made  in  it ; now,  I think,  every 

SKn  sctls  introduced  mto  it  that  ought  to  be  introduced. 

to  the  new  asylum?— No^I  am  no?  Statement  book  is  not  regukrlI  ke&  witb  reference 
asylum  ??H<f  is  6 ^ ®eatfcy»  the  apothecary,  is  the  person  in  immediate  charge  of  the  new 
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and  so  on  are  kept  ?— They  are.  The  storekeeper  iTa  ve'y methoS  ‘officer,1  and  he™  S radpS'L™ 

] must  say,  quite  in  the  confidence  of  the  Governors.  The  clerk  has  had  his  duties  Greatly  of  stores- 

augmented  by  being  made  secretary  to  the  Board,  and  by  having  the  minutes  puiTundcr 

his  charge.  He  has  a good  deal  of  correspondence,  and  he  receives  and  pays  money,  and 

is  a person  having  at  the  same  time  a very  moderate  salary.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  clerk 

has  quite  enough  to  do  for  the  salary,  without  having  the  duties  of  storekeeper  superadded. 

The  office  of  storekeeper  is,  I believe,  supposed  by  the  Board  to  be  very  efficiently  dis- 
charged by  a punctual,  and  conscientious,  and  methodical  officer. 

5307.  Are  you  aware  that  many  of  the  articles  which  are  used  in  the  house  are  never 
brought  into  the  hands  of  the  storekeeper? — I should  not  be  prepared  to  hear  it ; I should 
rather  expect  to  hear  the  contrary,  and  that  there  was  no  want  in  that  department.  The 
storekeeper  is  an  officer  not  a long  time  in  possession  of  his  office,  but  the  impression  upon 
my  mind,  I must  say,  was,  that  lie  discharged  his  duty  very  efficiently  and  very  honestly. 

5303.  I believe  the  supplies  are  furnished  upon  the  order  of  the  manager  ?— There  is  a 
want  hook,  which  is  brought  before  the  Board,  and  which  is  rendered  operative  by  the 
order  of  the  Board.  It  very  article  is  set  forth  in  the  book  that  is  required.  It  is  read  out, 
and  many  articles  are  subjected  to  observation,  and  the  quantity  of  some  articles  has  been 
lessened  ; but  as  to  bow  far  the  proposed  order  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  establish- 
ment, is  a question  that  is  always  deliberately  considered.  Now,  with  reference  to  snuff, 
and  tobacco,  &c.,  it  has  boon  a matter  of  question  whether  articles  set  down  in  the 
book,  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  Governors,  are  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  institution, 
and  whether  retrenchment  might  not  bo  made.  I think  there  is  a great  deal  of  investiga- 
tion of  that  kind  which  forms  the  business  of  every  meeting  of  the  Governors. 

5309.  Are  you  aware  of  the  Privy  Council  regulation  requiring  that  the  storekeeper  shall 
have  charge  of  the  stores  of  the  institution,  and  receive  the  same,  and  be  accountable  for 
the  quantity  and  quality,  so  as  to  show  the  issues  of  every  sort,  ordinary  as  well  as  extra, 
and  to  check  the  issues  and  consumption  with  each  other  ? — I was  not  aware  of  it. 

5310.  It  has  been  stated  to  us  that  the  shoes  for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  which  I believe 
are  supplied  by  contract,  are  left  in  charge  of  the  porter  ? — I am  not  aware,  but  if  I wero 
told  so  I should  be  surprised  at  it.  My  impression  was,  that  there  was  nothing  defective 
in  this  department.  The  stores  aro  very  much  under  the  care  of  the  matron,  and  the 
matron  is  considered  a person  highly  efficient  for  her  office,  and  very  scrupulous  and  correct 
m the  discharge  of  her  duty. 

5311.  The  matron,  Mrs.  Wrigley,  having  been  asked  who  had  charge  of  the  shoes  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  replied,  the  hall  porter  ; were  the  Governors  aware  of 
that? — If  I were  asked  the  question  I would  not  give  that  answer ; it  surprises  me. 

5312.  Do  you  know  whether  the  storekeeper  takes  charge  of  the  female  clothing  or  the 
material  for  making  up  the  female  clothing  ? — I do  not,  but  my  impression  was,  that  the 
clothing  was  altogether  under  the  management  and  in  the  charge  of  the  matron. 

5313.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  he  advisable — there  being  a separate  officer  for  the 
charge  of  stores — that  all  the  stores  received  in  such  a large  establishment  should  be 
received  by  him,  and  that  a proper  check  should  be  kept  upon  the  issue  of  them  ? — 

Undoubtedly.  I believe  it  is  much  against  the  wish  of  the  matron  that  she  has  bad  the 
care  of  the  stores,  and  that  it  happened  through  the  accident  of  the  former  storekeeper 
being  obliged  to  retire ; he  got  a little  insane.  There  was  some  little  embarrassment  con- 
nected with  the  office,  from  his  state  of  health.  A new  storekeeper  was  appointed,  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  he  was  a very  efficient  officer,  and  that  nothing  was 
neglected  by  him  that  he  ought  to  attend  to. 

5314.  If  all  the  stores  which  are  required  for  the  use  of  the  house  are  not  brought  into 
the  storekeeper’s  department,  I presume  it  would  bo  impossible  to  keep  a correct  check 
npon  the  consumption? — [ should  think  so  likewise. 

5315.  There  is  a considerable  quantity  of  ground  attached,  I believe,  to  the  institution?  The  produce  of  the 

_ ere  is.  garden. 

5316.  The  Commissioners  have  been  given  to  understand  that  there  is  no  regular 
account  kept  of  the  expenditure  upon  that  ground,  or  of  the  profits  or  produce  of  that 
ground . I think  that  is  a mistake.  There  is  a regular  account  given  of  the  sale  of  eom- 
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5302.  He  Stated  in  his  evidence  that  the  books  connected  with  the  new  asylum  were 

kept  at  tbe  old  house  ; that  he  made  no  communication  to  Mr.  Wrigley,  with  reference  to 
the  daily  condition  of  the  new  asylum ; and  that  he  made  no  return  of  the  number  of 
patieuts  employed.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible,  I believe,  to  make 
up  a morning  statement  book  for  the  new  asylum,  as  required  by  the  regulation  ? — Under 
those  circumstances  it  would ; but  I never  heard  it  suggested  at  tbe  Board  that  any  thin" 
was  wanted  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  the  patients.  ° 

5303.  You  are  aware  the  morning  statement  book  is  required  by  the  Privy  Council  regu- 
lation to  be  kept,  and  to  state  tbe  numbers  who  are  employed,  the  number  of  persons 
-under  restraint,  and  several  other  matters  ?— I was  not  aware  of  that. 

5304.  As  tbe  morning  statement  book  in  tbe  new  asylum  did  not  contain  any  statement  of 
the  number  under  restraint,  that  provision  of  tbe  Privy  Council  regulation  is  inoperative  there- 
fore, as  regards  the  now  asylum?— I have  never  known  the  subject  to  be  brought  before 
the  Board,  and  I should  say  that  I tlunk  all  those  matters  should  lie  attended  to  by  the 
officers  m such  a way  as  to  leave  nothing  essential  undone  that  should  be  doue. 

5305.  I believe  tbe  duties  of  clerk  and  storekeeper  are  discharged  by  two  different 
officers  in  the  Richmond  Asylum  ? — They  are. 

5306.  Are  the  Board  of  Governors  satisfied  wit.li  the  wn,r +i,„  „„„ — .x 
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modities.  The  money  yielded  by  the  sale  of  vegetables  is  alwavs  reported  to  the  . 
and  regularly  lodged  to  the  credit  of  the  Board.  ' 1 e Jjoard- 

5317.  The  answer  of  the  clerk  to  the  question,  whether  there  was  any  debtor  and 
ditor  account  kept  of  the  garden  was,  “ There  was  an  account  of  that  kind  kept  but  ith*' 
not  been  latterly  kept”?— It  is  new  to  me  to  be  told  that  there  is  any  imperfection  as  to  t? 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  vegetables.  I must  say  that  the  Governors  repeatedl 
invite  the  officers  to  make  representations  upon  subjects  to  be  brought  under  their  con 
deration.  There  has  been,  I think,  a growing  efficiency  in  the  whole  institution  in  tW 
way,  and  reports  are  now  made,  and  things  done,  which  originally  wero  not  attended  to  T 
must  say,  when  1 first  became  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  There  is  the  matrnr’ 
report,  the  manager’s  report,  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers— in  short,  every  one  know! 
that  the  Govern  ore  are  anxious  to  have  reports,  and  that  it  is  considered  objection  ihh 

any  circumstance  of  the  least  importance  is  not  reported  to  them.  The  Governors  S 
with  those  matters  till  they  come  to  a deliberate  conclusion  upon  them,  whether  the  hour 
be  late  or  early.  We  do  not  retire  upon  any  one  day  from  the  board-room  without  com 
pleting  all  the  business  brought  under  our  notice,  which,  I suppose,  as  wo  desire  if 
embraces  every  thing  connected  with  the  institution. 

5318.  I believe  the  asylum  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Ireland,  comprising  as  it  dopstbo 

two  buildings? — Yes,  one  of  the  largest.  e 

. 531 9-  What  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  government  of  the  new  building  • is 
it  under  the  control  of  the  manager  of  the  old  asylum  ?— The  manager  is  less  connected 
with  the  new  building  than  with  the  old  part  of  the  asylum,  and  the  new  buildine  is 
very  much  in  the  care  of  the  apothecary,  and  Dr.  Banks  has  special  duties  to  perform 
with  regard  to  it.  The  existing  arrangements  are  not  those  that  were  originally  contem- 
plated. The  Governors  were  desirous  that  there  should  be  a resident  medical  person 
with  a suitable  salary,  who  should  give  the  concern  the  entire  of  his  attention,  who  should 
bo  resident  within  the  walls  of  the  institution ; and  my  own  opinion  is,  that  that  is  quite  an 
indispensable  arrangement  for  the  well-being  of  the  institution.  I think  the  local  govern- 
ment of  it  is  very  inefficient  at  present,  but  the  Governors  were  deterred  from  pressing 
tor  the  completion  of  the  arrangement  that  was  intended,  by  reason  of  the  non-existence 
of  any  mode  of  making  compensation  to  the  individuals  who  would  be  affected  by  it. 
Ihere  is  a recent  Act  which  enables  them  to  entertain  tho  question  of  compensation  or 
retiring  allowances,  and  one  of  the  most  recent  subjects  of  conversation  at  the  Board  was 
when  the  initiative  should  bo  taken  to  carry  the  original  intention  out ; hut  matters  are 
m an  incomplete  state,  as  we  feel,  with  reference  to  the  general  management  of  the  con- 
cern. t here  ought  to  be  some  resident  manager,  whether  a physician  or  not  a physician, 
withTtVow  i GUtir0  attentl0u’  and  t0  1)6  mor°  a governor  than  any  person  connected 

w /°i  ^ aPPear  from  tho  evidence  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that  Mr. 

wngley,  the  manager,  does  not  make  a daily  inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  new  asylum  ?— 
I am  not  able  to  say  whether  he  does  or  not.  J 

mnt3nV'  W±at  S1mu’it7  Jave  the  Boavd  for  thc  "ow  asylum  being  properly  conducted,  the 
managei  not  making  daily  reports  from  it,  and  there  being  no  visiting  committee  ?— There 
PV?  ofthe  mstitution  that  does  not  fall  under  thc  daily  cognizance  or  observation  of 
f°nneafed  Wlt1h  i.v11  tlie  medical  men  attend  every  day,  and  arc  ready  to 
T 7 * vf?  matl°"  aud.  t0  make  every  suggestion  necessary  for  the  good  management 
wat^w!  T‘  T ie  ™Pei;fectl011s  111  tlie  building  itself,  the  imperfections  in  the 
Xwfnn  ' and  ®ewe,rs’  a'ld  th°se  matters  have  all  been  frequently  the  subject  of  con- 
sicleiation  at  the  Board,  and  most  lengthened  correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Works 
has  been  carried  out,  in  order  to  have  them  put  in  a better  condition. 
fnr5i2a2-  „ f?..Te  t0  understand  that  tlie  Governors  do  not  consider  themselves  responsible 
Sw  JJ dlb°n  mi  Ti U- ^ vh°  n®w  buiiding  was  given  up  ?— Certainly  not.  They  have 
rSwVnf  th61-r  dlssat,lsfactlon  at  i4»  aud  to  remedy  the  imperfections  has  been 

H f 0f  ca"s‘ant  anxiety  with  them.  They  have  endeavoured  to  move  the  Board  of 
Cvlfy  h0Sf  lraP®rf®ctions,  in  order  to  save  the  public  the  expense  which  would 
ver^  nml  frl  ! Tr  ^ 5^r°uSh  the  Governors  themselves.  The  Governors  have  been 
hvthA  mde1d  aS  t0  !he  ooudition  in  which  the  building  was  given  up 

Baaid,°t  W°rts>  and  ™any  things  now  imperfect  would  be  quite  otherwise  if 
could  i t°iL  pe  Grrr  ,ha(l  bfen  carried  °ut-  There  was  no  way  in  which  they 
BTl’d  °f  cW°rks  t0  d°  what  was  uecessary.  Repeated  remonstrances,  and 
°J  ,stl°uS  terms  of  remonstrance,  formed  constant  business  at  the  Board, 
f b?JlGVf  one  of  the  uew  buildings  erected  was  an  infirmary  ?— Yes. 

5324.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  building  has  been  in  some 
ofeS;iPeTrted  frora,ltf  oriSlnal  purposes,  that  cases  are  sent  there  which  are  not  cases 
ei-tSR  and  oat  Patienta  are  treated  in  their  own  cells  who  might  properly  be 
tnHon  'n  lQthe  mhfma7  ?—Tbe  accommodation  for  patients  is  very  imperfect  m the  insti- 
in  its  present  state.  The  number  of  inmates  altogether  is  now  about  612,  and  there 
omanily  1S  not  room  enough  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  a great 
“ aPPbed  to  the  use  of  epileptics  and  idiots.  There  are  forty-ono  epi- 
: an  sixty-one  idiots,  which  is  a large  number  in  an  institution  over-crowded 

xnd  D°  ^™bt  tbe  ®®cieDcy  oi’  the  institution,  for  its  curative  purposes, 
noon^hrAn  Jh  Way’  Tbe,re,1S  a Pouching  for  room,  and  I daresay  irregularities  will 

tutinn  at  meaDS>  and  that  things  were  done  that  would  not  be  done  if  the  insti- 

tution were  in  a more  perfect  condition. 
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5325.  Have  the  Board  of  Governors  ever  visited  the  infirmary  ? — They  have:  Doraar. 

5326.  Do  they  visit  it  periodically  ? — Not  periodically.  - — 

5327.  Do  you  know  whether  the  manager  visits  the  infirmary  daily  ? — I am  not  able  to 

say.  , , „ , , . _ . . , M.  Staunton,  ESn. 

532S.  Is  any  report  of  the  state  ot  the  infirmary  made  to  the  Board  at  their  usual  meet-  No  rcpohs  tol36ard 
ings  ? — Not  specially  ; the  Governors  expect  that  every  thing  of  importance  or  of  interest  about  infirmary.-, 
trill  he  reported  to  them.  If  there  be  any  deficiency  in  the  information  conveyed  to  the 
Governors,  it  is  certainly  contrary  to  their  wish  and  their  direct  orders. 

5329-  It  would,  I presume,  be  dillicult  to  detect  those  deficiencies,  if  some  other  parties 
did  not  go  round  to  inspect  the  institution? — It  certainly  would,  no  doubt.  I entirely 
approve  of  the  arrangement  of  having  a sub-committee  of  visitors,  and  I certainly  do  think 
that  the  arrangements  arc  deficient  in  that  respect. 

5330.  I believe  amongst  the  other  buildings  recently  erected  at  the  -Richmond  Asylum,  The  chapel, 
there  was  a chapel  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  ? — Yes. 

5331.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  arrangement  by  which  the  Opinion  as  to  sepa- 
chapel  is  divided  into  two  parts  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  rate  of 

a separate  building  for  the  members  of  each  religious  persuasion — what  is  your  opinion 
upon  that  point  ? — I think  that  if  there  could  be  a separation  it  would  be  desirable.  The 
subject  has  been  frequently  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors.  The  Governors 
■were  anxious — and,  let  me  say,  the  Governors  of  both  persuasions.  There  are  gentlemen  of 
the  Established  Church,  and  gentlemen  who  are  of  the  Catholic  Church  on  the  Board, 
and  I believe  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  them  as  to  the  desirability  of 
having  separate  places  of  worship,  if  the  thing  could  be  accomplished,  and  it  was  felt  to  be 
merely  a question  of  expense  ; and  the  suggestion  that  separation  would  be  desirable,  even 
proceeded  from  some  of  the  patients  themselves;  for  it  was  reported  to  the  Governors 
that  there  were  cases  in  which  Protestant  patients  were  disturbed  by  the  notion  that  they 
were  in  a Catholic  place  of  worship,  and  vice  versa ; so  that  if  there  was  money  to  accom- 
plish the  change,  it  was  held  to  be  desirable  by  both  parties  that  it  should  be  done. 

5332.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a lunatic  asylum,  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor,  The  Asylum  ns  a 
should  be  really  a curative  establishment  ? — I should  think  that  it  ought  to  be  so,  and  the  curative  institution, 
more  so  the  better  for  its  object.  I consider  it  a perfection  of  the  Richmond  Institu- 
tion that  it  is  a curative  establishment;  and  I believe  the  success  of  it,  as  such,  has  been 

very  remarkable. 

5333.  Do  I understand  your  opinion  to  be,  then,  that  the  State  should  support  hospitals 
for  the  cure  of  lunatics,  apart  from  the  question  that  provision  ought  to  he  made  for  the 
incurable  elsewhere  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

5334.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Richmond  Asylum,  either  the  new  or  the  old  building, 
at  present  has  adequate  means  for  conducting  curative  treatment  ? — I think  it  has  net. 

5335.  Has  the  question  of  providing  more  effectually  for  that  object  been  much  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — It  has. 

Sir  George  F.  J.  Iiodsm,  Bart,  d.l.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined.  Sir  G.  r.  J.  Hodson, 

5336.  I believe  you  are  a governor,  and  a frequent  attendant  at  the  Board  of  the  Rich-  Bart‘’  D'L”  ‘r,p' 
mond  District  Asylum  ? — I am. 

5337.  The  Commissioners  have  recently  received  a statement  from  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors containing  their  views  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  our  inquiry;  you  have,  I believe, 
perused  that  document? — I have. 

5338.  It  would  appear,  from  the  statement,  that  the  Board  have  fully  considered  the  The  asvlmn  inafie- 
wants  of  the  districts  as  regards  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor;  do  you  consider,  the  district*  add!-  ° 
generally,  that  there  is  sufficient  accommodation  ? — I think  the  number  that  ought  to  he  tioual  accommoda- 
received  into  an  institution  belonging  to  the  district  is  much  greater  than  the  asylum  can  tion- 

afford  accommodation  for. 

5339.  I believe  a very  large  proportion  of  the  present  inmates  of  the  Richmond  Lunatic 
District  Asylum  are  incurable? — Incurable,  and  epileptic,  who  may  be  all  classed  under 
the  denomination  of  incurable. 

5340.  There  is  still  a considerable  demand,  the  Commissioners  have  been  given  to 
understand,  for  accommodation  for  lunatics  on  the  part  of  the  workhouse  and  prison 
authorities? — Yes;  in  the  union  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  which  I attend,  in  my  own 
neighbourhood,  I may  say  that  I know,  at  least,  of  eighteen  or  twenty  cases  the  present 
time,  who  ought  to  be  received  into  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  for  whom  there  is  not,  at  present, 
accommodation. 

5341.  From  the  statement  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Governors  it  would  appear  that  Opinion  as  to  an. 

they  consider  the  most  advisable  mode  of  providing  additional  accommodation  would  be  in- 

to place  the  incurable  cases,  generally,  in  a separate  and  distinct  building  ? — That  is  their 

opinion. 

5342.  It  also  appears  that  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  are  no  proper  means  of 
providing  additional  accommodation  in  the  Dublin  district,  except  by  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  ? — There  are  no  means  of  providing  additional  accommodation  otherwise.  I 
believe  tbe  subject  was  carefully  looked  into  by  the  Inspectors,  and  there  was  no  building 
at  all  adapted  for  tbe  purpose  that  could  be  procured ; and  tbe  Governors  conceived,  that 
by  tbe  erection  of  a new  building  on  tbe  asylum  grounds,  the  necessity  for  a new  staff 
Trould  be  avoided,  and  considerable  expense  saved — such  as  the  cost  of  additional  medical 
officers. 

5343.  The  addition  of  any  considerable  staff  of  superior  officers,  I presume,  could  be 

2D  2 
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Dublin.  dispensed  with  in  that  case  ? — Yes,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  additional  chief  an  1 

Rich m ond~£)istrict  medical  officers.  , 

‘Cn Asijluii i!*  UC  5344.  I observe  in  tlie  statement  that  the  possibility  of  applying  a portion  of  the  work 

Sir  G.  F.  J.  Hodson,  house  accommodation  for  the  reception  of  those  cases  was  also  considered  ? It  was 

Bart.,  D.x,.,  J.p.  5345.  it  ]iad  reference,  I believe,  to  the  allocation  of  a portion  of  a workhouse  in  the 
Allocation  of  a por-  district  for  the  reception  of  incurable  lunatics  ? — Yes ; the  Rathdrura  Union  Workhouse 
tion  of  a workhouse.  at  first  thought  desirable  for  the  purpose.  It  was  thought  that  such  an  arrangement  would 
be  practicable ; but  on  further  consideration  the  Board  abandoned  the  idea,  because  of  the 
construction  of  the  workhouse  rendering  it  totally  unfitted  for  the  reception  of  lunatic 
patients  of  any  kind. 

5346.  Did  the  Board  feel  that  the  objection  would  equally  apply  to  the  whole  of  the 
workhouse  ? — I think  they  did.  Considerable  outlay  would  be  required  in  any  workhouse 
though  the  entire  were  given  up  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  patients  ’ 

5347.  I believe  no  additional  workhouse  has  been  erected  of  late  years  within  the 


Richmond  district  ?- 


Number  of  lunatics 
in  workhouses  in  the 
district ; unsuita- 
bility of  workhouse 
accommodation  for 
lunatics. 


lunatics  to  gaols ; 
proposed  alteration 
of  the  law. 


Estimate  of  lunatics 
at  large. 


A law  of  settlement 
as  regards  lunatics. 


about  600  inmates  there  at  present,  and  it  is  calculated  to  hold  1,200. 

5349.  From  the  estimate  of  the  state  of  lunacy  in  the  district,  furnished  in  the  state- 
ment from  the  Governors,  it  would  appear  that  223  lunatics  are  supposed  to  be  now  in  the 
workhouses? — Yes. 

5350.  Do  you  consider  that  those  223  include  any  cases  who  might,  without  injury  or 

disadvantage,  be  left  in  a workhouse  ? — I myself  think  that  a workhouse  provides  no 
sufficient  accommodation  for  any  description  of  lunacy.  I think  the  arrangements 
originally  made  in  the  construction  are  by  no  means  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  I do  not 
think  the  staff  of  officers  at  all  such  as  are  calculated  to  take  care  of  lunatics.  From  my 
observation  I would  say  that  persons  in  then-  unfortunate  condition  cannot  be  sufficiently 
attended  to  in  workhouses.  J 

. 5351.  It  has  .been  stated  in  evidence  before  the  Commissioners,  that  there  is  a class  of 
imbeciles  classed  as  lunatics  who  might,  without  disadvantage,  be  loft  in  a workhouse. 
Do  you  agree  in  that  opinion  to  any  extent?— No. 

5352.  I believe  that,  generally,  the  attendants  in  charge  of  lunatics  in  a workhouse  are 
paupers  themselves  ?— They  are  pauper  inmates,  selected  by  tlie  officers  as  most  suitable 
lor  that  duty. 

5353.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  lunatics  in  gaol  at  the  present  moment,  in  the 
district,  is  fifty- one.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  provision  of  the  law  by  which 
lunatics  may  be  sent  direct  to  gaols  ? — I think  it  is  a safe  provision  in  the  case  of  patients 
who  become  dangerous  to  themselves  or  others,  as  affording  a means  of  putting  them 
under  immediate  restraint.  So  far  I think  the  present  law  is  very  desirable ; but  I should 
say,  the  sooner  they  could  be  transmitted  to  the  district  asylum  the  better,  as  there  is  no  pro- 
ments  Whatever  for  cuvatlve  treatment  iu  gaols  beyond  the  ordinary  infirmary  arrange- 

5354.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  alteration  of  the  law  which  has  been  suggested,  that 
those  lunatics  instead  of  being  sent  to  the  gaol  should  be  removed  direct  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  asylum? — I think  such  would  be  very  desirable. 

5355.  Would  you  in  that  case,  give  the  medical  authorities  of  the  asylum  the  power  of 
rejecting  a case  if  they  did  not  consider  it  a proper  one  for  reception  ?— Yes,  I should 
think  4 would  leave  that  discretion  with  the  medical  officers. 

5356.  There  is  also  an  estimate  in  this  report  furnished  to  us,  that  there  are  at  large  in 
the  district  upwards  of  500  lunatics  at  present  unprovided  for.  Are  you  aware  whether 
the  returns  from  which  this  statement  is  takeii  include  lunatics  of  all  classes,  whether 
poStivel y°r  0therwlSe  ?~~I  believe  lunatics  of  all  classes  are  included ; I cannot  speak 

5357.  Do  you  consider  that  of  those  who  it  is  estimated  in  tlie  statement  are  likely  to 
require  relief  at  the  county  charge,  about  half  are,  probably,  curable?— I tbink  so. 

p-  i ‘ i a1S  S,tated  th!  document  which  has  been  forwarded  by  the  Governors  of  the 
Richmond  Asylum,  that  their  attention  has  been  “directed  to  the  existing  practice  of 
charging  the  maintenance  of  dangerous  lunatics  confined  in  gaols,  and  thence  transferred 
to  the  district  asylums,  without  regard  to  the  localities  to  which  they  properly  belong, 
thus  causing  an  unjust  and  oppressive  increase  in  the  taxation  of  property  in  Dublin 
and  other  large  towns;  and  they  therefore  recommend  an  alteration  in  the  8th  and  9th 
CaP'  a”d  9th  and  10th  Vic.,  cap.  115,  giving  authority  for  the  allocation  of 
aan  erous  lunatics  confined  in  gaols  to  the  several  district  asylums  to  which,  by  previous 
residenee.tliey  properly  belong.”  Would  not  the  alteration  of  the  law  thus  suggested 
aJjfefimtl0n  of  wbat  would  be  considered  a settlement  ?— Yes. 

• ..  . • -°-ave  you  considered  what  particular  definition  you  would  give  “settlement” 

7in _,.*81case„  ^ have,  as  regards  the  admission  into  workhouses  generally,  but  not  with 

particular  reference  to  lunatic  patients. 

I believe  that,  at  present,  in  the  case  of  workhouses,  if  a pauper  is  admitted,  he 
!!  Zf  argei  0 e,lther  uP°n  the  union  or  an  electoral  division,  but  there  is  no  power 
® charg®  aSamst  an7  other  union?— There  is  not,  nor  any  power  of 
1 . . , Pauper  who  has  become  destitute  in  a union  is  charged  to  the  union  at 

° , p ovi  e he  has  not  acquired  a residence  in  any  particular  electoral  division. 
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5361-  There  is  no  power  on  the  part  of  the  hoard  of  guardians  to  transmit  the  pauper  Dublin. 
to  another  union  ? No  power  whatever.  Jtfcwi  iarid 

5362.  There  is  a suggestion  made  m this  paper  from  the  Governors,  that  authority  Asylum. 
should  be  given  for  the  allocation  of  dangerous  lunatics  confined  in  gaols  to  the  several  Sir  G.  r.  j.  Hodsou, 
district  asylums  to  which,  by  previous  residence,  they  properly  belong.  Is  it  meant  that  Bart"  D-L  > J-p- 
the  Board  of  Governors  should  have  the  ppwer  of  transmitting  lunatics  to  another 

district  ? — Yes ; such  power  docs  not  exist  at  present  as  regards  the  management  of 
unions,  but  we  think  it  might  be  applied  in  the  case  of  lunatic  patients. 

5363.  In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a lunatic  from  the  Mullingar  district  in  the  Richmond  Question  of  conflict 
asylum,  might  there  not  be  a danger  of  conflict  between  the  two  Boards  of  Governors,  PCSPecti,«s:  the >“  set- 
such  as  frequently  takes  place  with  reference  to  the  settlement  of  a pauper?— I should  pauper.  ot  alunatic 
think  not.  i think  the  board  at  Mullingar  would  consent  to  the  transmission  to  their 

asylum  of  a patient  properly  chargeable  upon  their  district  who  was  found  in  the  streets 
of  Dublin  in  such  a state  .as  to  require  transmission. 

5364.  You  contemplate,  of  course,  the  law  declaring  what  should  constitute  a settle- 
ment ? — It  would  be  necessary  to  define  it. 

5365.  Still  the  fact  of  whether  the  party  came  within  the  definition  of  the  law  would 
have  to  be  ascertained  by  evidence  ?— Just  so.  Let  the  period  of  residence  be  fixed, 
whatever  it  might  be.  That,  I think,  would  be  desu-able. 

5366.  Would  it  not  be  likely  that  in  the  case  I put,  the  Governors  at  Mullingar  might 
naturally  suppose  the  evidence  given  in  Dublin  was  ex  parte,  and  taken  without  any 
means  been  afforded  them  of  testing  the  facts  ? — That  is  a point  that  has  not  occurred  to  me. 

5367.  Generally,  do  you  consider  that  the  vexed  question  of  settlement  might  arise  in 
such  cases  ? — It  might. 

5368.  As  a Governor  you  are  satisfied  that  a very  large  proportion  of  persons  not  Large  proportion  of 

natives  of  Dublin,  or  of  the  district,  do  receive  relief  in  the  Richmond  District  Asylum  9 persons  in  the  Asy- 

Certainly.  theU<h°tri?VeS  °f 

5369-  Is  the  number  more  than  is  to  be  expected  in  a large  metropolis  ? — I think  it  is  *°  *S  r'° 
natural  to  expect  a greater  proportion  in  a city ; but  the  injustice  appears,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Governors,  to  bo  great  from  the  taxation  being  acted  upon  unfairly  by  the  presence 
of  those  persons. 

5370.  You  are.  of  course,  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  under  which  new  Erection  of  new 

asylums  are  erected  ? — Y es,  I am.  asylums ; local 

5371.  I believe  those  provisions  leave  the  local  authorities  no  direct  power  of  inter-  autl,orit,es- 
ference  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  the  buildings  ? — They  do  not. 

5372.  Do  you  consider  that  such  a state  of  the  law  is  satisfactory? — No.  I consider 
that  grand  juries,  when  called  upon  to  make  imperative  presentments,  feel  it  a grievance 
that  they  have  no  voice  in  the  disposal  of  this  money.  That  opinion  is  very  strongly 
expressed  upon  the  subject  at  grand  juries  when  the  question  of  presentments  for  lunatic 
asylums  is  before  them. 

5373.  Referring,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  local  authorities  having  no  voice  with  regard  No  ground  for  diflbr- 
to  the  proceedings  which  take  place  in  connexion  with  the  erection  of  asylums,  do  you  see  r£c^5s th  ols  and* 
any  reason  why  the  law  should  be  different  in  that  respect  from  the  law  as  to  the  erection  ^ylumsr110  S aU 

of  gaols? — No,  I conceive  not.  The  Governors  have  considered  it  an  injudicious  arrange- 
ment. For  instance,  in  the  erection  of  the  new  asylum,  at  Richmond,  they  considered 
that  matters  might  have  been  so  arranged  thex-e  as  to  render  the  building  more  perfect 
and  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  applied. 

5374.  In  the  event  of  the  erection  of  asylums  being  left  to  the  local  parties,  would  you 
consider  it  advisable  that  any  approval  on  the  part  of  the  executive  government,  or  some 
central  authority,  of  the  plans  and  soforth  should  be  required  ? — I think  so ; so  far  as  the 
plans  and  arrangements  contemplated,  it  would  be  considered  desirable  to  have  them  laid 
before  the  parties  who  present  the  money. 

5375.  As  regax-ds  the  government  of  the  asylum,  I believe  the  local  ratepayers  are  not  Representation  of 

now  represented  on  the  Board  ?— No,  they  are  not.  ofGo^Srs!'30^8 

. 5376.  Would  you  suggest  any  alteration  of  the  law  in  that  respect? — I do  not  see, 

immediately,  how  they  could  be  possibly  represented.  I think  the  Board  of  Govei-nors 
should  be  very  carefully  selected,  so  that  all  parts  of  the  district  contributing  to  the 
support  of  that  particular  asylum  should  be  fairly  represented.  I do  not,  at  present,  see 
any  other  means  of  representing  local  interests. 

5377.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  existing  state  of  the  law  under  which  the  superior  Appointment  of 
officers  of  an  institution  are  named  by  the  executive  government  ? — I think  it  is  highly  supenor  officers- 
desirable  that  it  should  remain  as  it  is. 

5378.  May  I ask  you  upon  what  grounds  you  consider  that  desirable? — I think  that 
there  should  be  a controlling  power,  and  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  the  person  who 
should  nominate.  I believe  removing  such  a power,  and  placing  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 
local  authorities  would  not  be  so  advantageous  to  the  working  of  the  asylum  as  leaving  the 
selection  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

5379.  Do  yon  think  there  is  a greater  risk  of  unqualified  persons  being  appointed  if  the 
appointment  was  left  to  the  local  authorities  rather  than  with  the  executive  government  ? 

— I think  so. 

5380.  Is  it  not  probable,  that  though  one  party  may  be  influenced  by  private  friend- 

— w ^ee^?S3’  others  may  he  further  influenced  by  political  friendships  and  feelings  ? 

Well,  such  is  possible.  I have  seen  private  feelings  manifested  on  such  occasions  to 
wnat  I call  an  injudicious  decree  , , 

■are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  the  law  which  regulates  the  manner  lunatics. 
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Dublin. 

Richmond  District 

Sir  G.  E.  J.  Hodson, 
Bart.,  d.l.,  j.p. 
Deception  of  paying 
patients. 


Class  unable  to  pay 
for  relatives  in 
private  asylums. 


Duty  of  tbe  State  in 
regard  to  them. 


Chargeahility  upon 
Dublin  of  Provincial 
Lunatics. 

John  Reynolds,  Esq. , 
J.P. 


Taxation  upon 
Dublin  city  for 
maintenance  of 
lunatics. 


Proportion  of 
lunatics,  and  the 
cost,  charged  against 
Dublin  and  other 
parts  of  the  district. 


in  which  the  maintenance  is  charged  on  the  several  counties  by  the  grand  juries  ? .Yes  I 

think  that  is  a fair  arrangement. 

5382.  You  are  aware  it  differs  from  the  provision  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  paupers  who  are  not  insane  ? — Yes. 

53S3.  Can  you  inform  the  Commissioners  whether  any  paying  patients  are  received  into 
the  Richmond  Asylum  ? — There  are  a few ; I cannot  immediately  say  how  many,  but  there 
are  some  patients  received  for  payment. 

5384.  Are  you  in  favour  of  that  arrangement? — I think  the  Governors  should  he  very 
cautious  in  extending  the  practice.  In  some  cases  there  is  a very  obvious  relief  to  the 
party,  but  I should  not  like  to  see  it  largely  adopted. 

5385.  I presume  there  is  a considerable  class  of  people  who  would  be  unable,  out  of 
their  small  means,  to  provide  fully  for  the  maintenance  of  their  lunatic  relatives,  although 
they  might  be  able  to  pay  a part  of  the  cost  ? — Yes ; I have  had  frequent  applications'^ 
that  nature  to  procure  admission  for  the  relatives  of  small  tradesmen,  and  persons  of  that 
class,  who  would  be  most  anxious  to  contribute  a small  sum,  though  they  were  not  able 
to  maintain  their  relatives  in  a private  lunatic  asylum. 

5386.  I believe  there  are  hut  few  charitable  lunatic  hospitals  in  Ireland  where  patients 
can  be  received  for  less  than  the  cost  of  maintenance  ? — I believe  very  few. 

5387.  How  far  do  you  consider  the  State  is  called  on  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of 
lunatics  who  arc  not  paupers  ? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  there  were  asylums 
where  poor  patients  could  be  supported  at  a lower  charge  than  they  might  he  maintained 
for  in  private  asylums.  I think  it  would  not  he  wise  to  enlarge  the  privilege  for  parties 
to  have  their  friends  maintained  for  part  payment  in  a general  lunatic  asylum  for  destitute 
poor. 


Charge, vbility  upon  Dublin  of  Provincial  Lunatics. 

John  Reynolds,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5388. 1 believe  you  are  a member  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin? — Yes ; I am 
an  alderman  of  that  body. 

5389.  Have  you  given  your  attention  very  much  to  the  taxation  of  the  city? — I have. 

5390.  Is  there  any  thing  connected  with  that  subject,  and  within  the  scope  of  our  inquiry, 
that  you  would  wish  to  communicate  to  the  Commissioners ? — Yes.  J.t  has  been  felt  by 
myself,  and  by  the  entire  Corporation,  that  we  are  not  fairly  dealt  with  in  reference  to  the 
large  charge  made  against  the  ratepayers  for  the  support  of  lunatics  in  the  Richmond  Dis- 
trict Asylum.  We  believe  that  wc  are  charged  more  than  we  ought  to  be  charged,  and  we 
believe  that  we  are  not  properly  represented  on  the.  Board  of  Governors.  The  attention  of 
the  iown  Council  has  been  drawn  particularly  to  the  increaso  in  the  annual  charge  from 
the  year  1S46  to  the  year  1S5C  inclusive.  We  find  that  the  ratepayers  have  been  charged 
the  following  sums,  namely— in  1846,  £2,074  16s.  3d. ; in  1847,  £3,209  6s.  4 d.;  in  1848, 
£3.398  17s.  3d;  in  1849, £3.207  19s.  8d;  in  1850, £3,278  14s.  5d.;  in  1851, £3, 456  5s.  hi.; 
m 1852,  £4,456  12s.  lOd;  in  1S53,  £5,269  Os.;  in  1854,  £5,4G1  9s.  (id. ; in  1855, 
£6,984  3s.  3d;  in  1856,  £8,127  12s.  Dd ; — making  a total  in  the  ten  yrears  of  £51,120  3s. 
And  we  complain  that  a body  of  Governors,  not  representing  the  ratepayers,  have  imposed 
that  sum  upon  them ; and  we  are  also  at  a loss  to  account  for  the  increase  in  the  ten  years, 
the  amount  being  nearly  quadrupled,  from  £2,074  iu  1846  to  £8,127  in  1S56. 

5391-  Can  you  tell  the  Commissioners  the  number  of  lunatics  in  charge  in  each  of  those 
years  respectively  ?— I can  from  1852  onlyr,  being  the  period  that  the  fiscal  duties  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  city  of  Dublin  were  transferred  to  the  Town  Council.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Dublin  Improvement  Act,  the  fiscal  duties  and  powers  of  the  Grand  Jury  were 
transferred  to  the  Corporation;  and  on  taking  up  the  returns  from  1852  to  1S5G  inclusive, 
I find  that,  m the  half  year  ending  24th  May,  1853,  the  number  of  lunatics  charged 'against 
the  city  was  247 ; and  in  the  half  year,  or  rather  the  year  ending  24th  May,  1854,  the 
number  charged  against  the  city  is  255  ; in  the  year  ending  24th  May,  1855,  the  number 
charged  is  305  ; and  in  the  year  ending  24th  May,  1856,  the  number  charged  against  the 
city  of  Dublin  is  372.  I find  that  the  four  other  counties — namely,  the  county  of  Dublin, 
the  county  of  Meath,  county  of  Wicklow,  the  county  of  Louth,  and  also  the  town  of 
Drogheda,  were  associated  with  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  a district  for  lunatic  purposes; 
and  I find  that  the  number  of  pauper  lunatics  charged  against  the  county  of  Dublin  in  the 
year  ending  December,  1852,  is  66  ; against  the  county  of  Meath,  35 ; county  of  Wicklow, 
36  ; Louth,  29  ; and  town  of  Drogheda,  3.  In  the  year  ending  December,  1853,  the  num- 
ber charged  against  the  comity  of  Dublin  was  69  ; Meath,  34 ; Wicklow,  42 ; Louth,  32 ; 
Drogheda,  3.  In  the  year  ending  December,  1854,  the  number  charged  against  the 
county  of  Dublin  was  76;  Meath,  34;  Wicklow,  33;  Louth,  27;  Drogheda,  4.  In  the 
year  ending  December,  1855,  the  number  charged  against  the  county  of  Dublin  was  93 ; 
Meath,  30 ; Wicklow,  46  ; Louth,  27 ; Drogheda,  5.  And  in  the  year  ending  December, 
1856,  the  numbers  charged  were,  against  the  county  of  Dublin,  124  ; against  Meath  only 
2,  which  is  accounted  for  in  this  way,  that  Meath  was  detached  from  the  other  counties  in 
tnat  year  for  lunacy  purposes ; the  number  charged  against  Wicklow  county  is  63 ; against 

e county  Louth,  39  ; and  against  Drogheda,  5.  I have  made  a comparative  calculation, 
based  upon  tie  population  of  those  respective  districts,  and  I find  that,  taking  the  popu- 
iation  of  the  county  of  Dublin  at  146,700,  the  number  of  124  pauper  lunatics,  with  which 
it  is  charged  for  the  year  ending  1856,  gives  a proportion  of  one  lunatic  in  1,200  of  the 
population.  The  city  of  Dublin  contributes  372  lunatics,  which,  taking  the  population  of 
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the  city  at  258,300,  gives  a proportion  of  1 in  675  ; so  that,  therefore,  while  the  county 
of  Dublin  contributes  1 in  every  1,200  of  its  population,  the  city  of  Dublin  contributes  1 
in  every  675.  I find  taking  the  aggregate  population  of  the  county  of  Dublin  county 
of  Meath,  county  of  Wicklow,  county  of  Louth,  and  the  town  of  Drogheda  at  493  900  the 
aggregate  of  lunatics  which  they  contribute  to  the  asylum  is  261  ; and  I find  that  the  city 
of  Dublin,  with  a population  of  about  258,300,  ought  to  contribute,  at  the  same  rate  per  cent 
only  136  lunatics,  instead  of  372,  for  whom  she  is  charged.  I find  that  the  total  number  of 
lunatics  reported,  according  to  the  last  returns,  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  is  633  and 
that  the  total  annual  expense  for  maintaining  that  number  is  £12,401  4s.  4d„  which  is  as 
near  as  may  be  to  £20  per  head  per  annum ; and  Dublin  being  burdened,  as  I believe  by  tbe 
maintenance  of  lunatics  from  the  provinces  or  districts  outside  of  tbe  borough  boundary  to 
the  extent  of  more  than  120  in  number,  it  appears,  if  I am  correct  in  that  calculation  that 
she  is  forced  to  contribute  more  than  £2,500  a-year  to  support  lunatics  who  do  not  belomr 
to  her.  & 


Dublin. 

Chargeability  upon 
Dublin  of  Provincial 
Lunatics. 

John  Reynolds,  Esq., 


5392.  Do  you  find  that  the  city  of  Dublin  is  changed  a higher  rate  per  head  for  lunatics 

in  the  Richmond  Asylum  than  any  other  county  associated  in  the  district?— I am  not 
sufficiently  informed  to  answer  that  question ; I take  for  granted  that  the  charge  is  probably 
about  tbe  average.  D M J 

5393.  In  that  case,  the  calculation  you  have  made  would  show  that,  according  to  tbe 
proportion  of  lunatics,  there  was  no  injustice  done  to  the  city  of  Dublin  in  the  accounts9— 
If  the  lunatics  belonged  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  then  there  would  be  no  injustice  • hut  as  I 
have  stated,  a large  number  of  them  do  not,  from  the  fact  that  the  system  of  admission 
makes  an  open  highway  for  charging  upon  the  city  as  pauper  lunatics  persons  that  do  not 
belong  to  it.  I may  mention  one  circumstance  that  I heard  from  one  of  the  divisional 
magistrates,  that  will  illustrate  the  proposition  I bring  forward— that  not  long  a°-o  a very 
insane  person,  from  some  of  the  Munster  counties,  was  brought  by  a relative  of  his  to 
Dublin,  and  set  at  largo  in  the  streets ; that  he  was  then  taken  up  as  a dangerous  lunatic 
and  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and  committed  by  them  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that 
he  was  ultimately  sent  to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  where  he  is  at  present  located. 
I believe,  from  the  general  belief  in  the  provinces,  that  tbe  lunatics  are  not  only  better 
treated  here  than  they  are  in  the  provincial  asylums,  but  that  they  get  better  medical 
attendance  also,  there  is  a feeling  abroad  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of  relatives  to  have 
them  sent  here. 

5394.  I understand  your  view  to  ho,  that  it  is  by  the  admission  of  lunatics  into  the  Rich- 
mond Asylum  who  do  not  strictly  and  honestly  belong  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  that  injustice 
is  done  to  the  city  ?— I believe  the  greater  part  of  tiie  injustice  occurs  in  that  way. 

5395-  Admission  to  the  asylum  may  be  effected,  first  through  the  Board,  and  next  by 
committal  by  a magistrate  as  a dangerous  lunatic  to  a gaol,  and  transmission  from  thence 
by  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  asylum? — I take  for  granted  that  is  so. 

5396.  In  the  case  of  lunatics  admitted  by  the  Board,  is  it  not  competent  for  the  Board 
to  reject  any  applicant  that  they  consider  is  not  eligible  for  admission,  from  the  fact  of  his 
not  being  fairly  chargeable  upon  the  district  ? — I am  not  aware  of  the  state  of  the  law. 

5397.  In  tbe  case  of  lunatics  transferred  from  the  gaols,  the  magistrate,  committing  a 
dangerous  lunatic,  if  lie  sees  tlio  case  is  a proper  one,  cannot,  I believe,  refuse  to  commit 

lum  on  the  ground  that  lie  has  not  been  long  resident  in  the  city  of  Dublin  ? I believe  be 

has  no  power  to  refuse,  and  that  it  is-  imperative  on  a magistrate  to  commit  the  party  to  a 
gaol,  and  the  ultimate  transmission  to  a lunatic  asylum  is  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  J 


Modes  of  admission 
to  the  Asylum. 


Power  to  refase  im- 
proper applicants. 


Dangerous  lunatics. 


5393.  What  suggestion  would  you  make  with  tlio  view  of  remedying  the  evil  of  which  Proposed  remedy  for 
yon  complain  ? — My  own  belief  is,  that  all  dangerous  or  confirmed  lunatics,  no  matter  to  the  evU  complained 
what  county  or  town  they  belong,  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  State.  I believe  their  ^‘t‘i^ttIement”  of 
support  ought  to  be  a charge  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  the  same  manner  as  convicted 
telons  are  maintained  from  it.  I am  also  of  opinion  that  the  law  ought  to  he  amended 
to  this  extent — that  it  would  confer  on  some  tribunal  tbe  power  of  inquiring,  with  tbe  view 
ot  ascertaining,  where  the  lunatic  came  from ; so  that  if  a lunatic  was  about  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Richmond  Bridewell,  and  that  it  was  found  he  was  a native  of  Cork  or  Tipperary, 
whilst  he  was  taken  care  of,  there  ought  to  he  some  power  either  of  transferring  him  to  the 
lunatic  asylum  of  the  district  to  which  ho  belonged,  or  of  charging  the  cost  of  his  sup-port 

against  that  district. 


5399.  What  body  would  yon  propose  to  intrust  with  tbe  power  of  deciding  as  to  the 
district  upon  which  the  lunatic  would  be  chargeable  ?— It  occurs  to  me  that  tbe  best  body 
to  arm  with  that  power  would  he  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  asylum  into  which  he 


5400.  Do  you  think  their  decision  would  he  considered  satisfactory  by  tlio  Board  of 
overnors  to  whom  the  charge  was  transferred  ? — It  ought  to  he  a power  conferred  on 
nem,  to  be  controlled  by  some  independent  officer  to  he  appointed,  or  a mixed  hoard  ; at  all 
vents,  it  should  be  so  constituted  as  to  elucidate  the  truth  in  reference  to  the  place  the 
pauper  came  from. 

thf4-0libT1ie  ProPosit!on  you  have  made  involves  the  question  of  the  law  of  settlement,  and 
6409  T’  recovei7  ky  one  district  against  another  ? — Yes. 
s . • +i  DOt  inci(iental  to  great  capitals  that  there  should  he  a large  concourse  of  per- 
thero1'1  th6m  from  adjoining  districts?— I believe  it  is;  hut  it  is  singular  that,  although 
the  d'mt  re^nedy  m Irelancl  or  provision  against  the  influx  of  paupers  not  belonging  to 
mstrict,  there  appears  to  be  some  protection  in  England  to  that  effect,  as  is  evidenced 
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Dublin.  by  the  transmission  from  various  parts  of  England  to  Ireland  of  natives  of  this  count, 
i argMiiy  upon  ^lou=h  ^fy  have  spent  from  one  to  twenty  years  in  that  country,  but  have  become  paupS 


1 Oublmo/'proBu^ai  there.  We  have  no  power  here  of  that  sort. 

Lunatic 


The  erection  of  the 
new  Asylum  build- 
ing; the  cost,  how 
defrayed. 


Constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Governors : 
the  principle  of 
representation. 


5403. 1 believe  the  Richmond  district  originally  comprised  several  other  counties?— I 
John  Reynolds,  Esq.,  believe  it  did.  1 

Jp‘  5404.  The  Richmond  Asylum  building  was,  I believe,  originally  used  merely  for  the  citv  f 

Dublin  ?— I believe  so  ; it  was  local.  ^ 0 

5405.  Was  that  building  erected  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I am  not  competent  t 
speak  positively  upon  that.  My  impression  is,  that  it  was  erected  jointly  by  the  ratepayer 
and  by  the  Government,  but  I am  not  quite  certain  about  that.  Upon  the  question  of 
charge  against  the  ratepayers  of  Dublin,  I may  state  that  I find  the  erection  of  the  present 
lunatic  asylum  cost  something  over  £40,000—1  mean  by  the  present,  the  new  Richmond 
Lunatic  Asylum — and  that  the  proportion  charged  against  the  ratepayers  of  Dublin  for 
that  building  is  about  £18,000.  And  again,  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Town 
Council  on  the  subject,  wo  do  complain  that  that  sum  of  £l 8,000  was  first"of  all  expended 
without  consulting  the  Municipal  body,  and  that  it  was  arbitrarily  assessed ; and  that  a 
body,  not  representing  the  ratepayers,  charged  them  with  that  £18,000,  which  they  arc 
now  paying,  under  the  fiat  of  a judge,  from  year  to  year,  at  the  rate  of  about  £000  tut 
annum.  1 

5400.  I understand  you  to  object  generally  to  that  provision  of  the  law  which  allows  the 
1 ratepayers  no  voice  in  the  distribution  of  the  money?— Yes ; I object  to  it  on  this  ground 
that  I believe  the  power  of  taxation  ought  to  be  based  upon  representation,  and  that  it  is 
an  anomaly  to  leave  the  ratepayers  of  the  city  of  Dublin  in  this  unprotected  state ; that 
the  Board  of  Works  are  put  in  motion  by  the  Government,  and  decide  not  only  upon  the 
plans,  but  the  extent  of  the  building,  the  amount  that  it  is  to  cost ; and  as  soon  as  that 
act  is  fiated  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  then  it  is  mandatory  on 
the  Corporation  to  assess  upon  the  ratepayers  whatever  amount  may  be  thought  proper. 

5407.  That  is  equally  the  law  with  regard  to  all  parts  of  Ireland  ?— Yes.  I mav  refer 
to  the  answer  given  by  the  honourable  baronet  who  preceded  me,  with  regard  to  the  Grand 
Jury  assessments  in  reference  to  the  erection  of  gaols.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
I believe,  to  receive  estimates,  plans,  and  specifications.  As  soon  as  tbev  pass  the  Grand 
Jury  then  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  necessary;  but  in  the  case  of  the  erection 

as^Llm>  t^ere  ^ no  such  power  vested  in  the  Grand  Jury,  or  in  the  Corporation 
ot  Duolm  representing  the  Grand  Jury  here. 

5408.  What  improvement  mould  you  suggest  in  tlie  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
am  ”°'v  1 speakmg  with  regard  to  the  city  of  Dublin.  Bearing  in  mind  tint  the 

Bold  Mayor  and  Corporation-sixty  ill  number— are  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  that 
,7  J “ them  considerable  taxing  powers,  it  docs  occur  to  mo  that  if  the  law  is 
not  altered  to  this  extent— that  the  Corporation  shall  originate  presentments— it  ought  to 
to  aItore,d  s0 1"  tllat  4,10  Lor<1  J'%or  “ntl  Town  Council  should  bo  authorized 

“ / certam  1™mber  ,!rom  Aon-  own  body  annually,  to  bo  Governors  of  tlie  lunatic 

f0r  a not  for  life ; that  they  should  be  permitted  to  elect  them  in 

*Gy  ”°  l,y  h'v  uuthorized  to  elect  the  Board  of  Suporintcnd- 
T .....tie  1 »rm  t :°  clty  pekoes-  1 found  upon  the  list  of  Governors  of  tlie  iiichmond 
z“ ,, ,yInm  s™“  M,n?s  tIlat>  ™ my  opinion,  ought  not  to  lie  or,  it  at  all.  I found 
S* “ respectable  gentlemen,  the  Jnspcctovs-Gcneral  of  Lunatic 

nflecer.  in  4 1Ite  and  hugeiit,  I think  it  is  a very  anomalous  position  to  place 

and  Z L s’  e , °r  "*?  1,0  1,10  subj°ct  of  censure  or  of  approval  by  tlie  Board, 

anotW  nf-  ”iy  af  th?  ¥oard  llavo  taxi“S  powers.  I found  on  the  list  the  name  of 
Genlral  If  T 1 think-  ““S1'4  not  to  be  a Governor ; I mean  the  Collector- 

„ J V Hs  “ an  aPP°rated  by  and  subject  to  removal  by  tbb  Govern- 

enormous  amount  of  official  duties  to  perform;  and  although  ho  is 
memW  Of  I?™!’  f“n  m0Bt  resP°$lal?lei  ami  trustworthy,  I think  he  ought  not  to  be  a 
the  Dositinn  nf  0aU  °n  ^overnora-  J-  to  a(ld,  with  regard  to  him,  that  if  he  was  not  in 
35“  of  a mere  Government  officer,  and  that  I bad  the  power  of  selecting  the  Gover- 
before  him  • w *?istnct  Lunatic  Asylum,  I do  not  know  any  man  I would  select 

of  finiwnm-  nf  +i  ^1S.  present  office  of  Collector-General  and  the  position 

able  in  1.®asY^um  ar®  inconsistent.  I found  another  gentleman,  equally  respect- 

lie  ono-lit  i osslI)Ie  sense,  who  is  a Government  officer  also — Mr.  Lentaigne ; and  I think 
ieilh  r!™!  a ®?vernor  of  *<>  asjlum.  I beg  to  be  understood  as  not  speaking 
wlio  a,-p  movra  r?  Sp eaIuuS  on  principle  ; and  I tlunk  it  is  a vicious  principle  to  allow  men 
asvlum  ;,v,vaw5  Goyemm.ent  officers,  subject  to  removal  or  censure,  to  be  Governors  of  an 
%Tq  7P.  sm=  a considerable  amount  of  taxation  upon  the  ratepayers, 
a bS  a?  l eCt°r'&en,eral, of  Taxes  paid  a salary  by  the  Government  ?— He  is  paid 
54 1 o7  wf  ,ld  P“  TUm  by  th,e  S»™™rae„t  out  of  the  city  taxes, 
the  RauvI  „<•  n ^°U  °^le.ct  t^e  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attending  the  meetings  of 
of  Guarfiiniin9  °'?ln01's  the  same  manner  as  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  attend  at  the  Board 
be  most  ° c,01ltrat7’  f approve  of  that  plan,  because  I think  it  would 

of  the*Medical  Inspectors  maJonty  tl‘e  governing  body  should  have  the  assistance 

wants  +-°Ur  °P™°u  18  to  the  adequacy  of  the  existing  district  asylum  for  the 

bearing  in  minH  f K ° ' * am  not  competent  to  give  an  answer  to  that  question  ; but, 
citv  have  -,],A  „ * .j*  1S  at  Preseat  lull,  and  that  both  the  poor  law  establishments  of  the 

y ‘ considerable  number  of  lunatics  in  them,  and  that,  as  I understand,  there 


Inadequacy  of  tlie 
existing  asylum  for 
the  wants  of  the 
district. 
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are  applications  for  admission  which  cannot  be  granted,  it  would  appear  to  me  there  was  Dtruuw. 

not  sufficient  accommodation.  I may  observe,  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  ' 

the  South  Dublin  Union,  and  other  unions,  that  I believe  it  to  be  a vicious  system  to  sup-  “P°n/ 

port  lunatics  at  all  within  the  wards  of  the  workhouses.  I may  be  permitted  to  say  that,  “ LuiaticT 
if  I am  correct  in  my  calculation  of  the  influx  of  provincial  lunatics,  that  if  we  were  relieved  John  Reynolds,  Esq., 
from  them,  and  that  all  the  cases  not  curable  were  removed  to  some  Government  asylum, 
that  then  the  vacancy  created  by  their  removal  would  probably  render  the  present  estab- 
lishment large  enough. 

5412  The  same  principle  upon  which  you  hare  advocated  this  power  of  removing,  from  Proposed  „t 
the  Richmond  Asylum,  the  lunatic  paupers  not  chargeable  upon  the  district  to  the  Purging  the  cost  of 
asylum  of  their  own  districts  might  be  applied  to  the  removal  of  the  ordinary  paupers  to  ~Sv“SS 
their  own  localities  from  the  pool-houses  ?— That  is  a much  broader  question.  The  number  P 
of  lunatics  being  so  much  smaller  than  the  paupers,  the  removal  would  be  attended  with 
much  less  difficulty.  The  principle  I contend  for  is  not  the  law  of  settlement ; that  would 
be  attended  by  the  cruel  operation  of  removing  paupers  to  their  proper  locations  ■ but 
rather  a system  of  first  ascertaining  to  what  district  a pauper  properly  belongs,  and=then 
having  the  power  of  charging  his  support  against  the  district  to  which  it  was  so  ascertained 
he  legally  belonged,  leaving. to  the  parties  in  his  district  the  option  of  either  removing  him 
at  their  own  expense  to  their  own  asylum,  or  paying  the  cost  of  his  maintenance  where  he 
was.  By  such  a system  as  that  they  would  protect  the  pauper  from  the  cruelty  of  removal, 
and  carry  out  the  principle  of  charging  him  against  the  district  to  which  he  properly 
belonged ; it  would  be  a mere  debtor  and  creditor  account.  1 J 

5413.  The  system  you  have  sketched  of  debtor  and  creditor  appears  to  involve  a reference 
to  an  account  between  a bank  and  its  branches  ?— It  involves  a pecuniary  outlav  on  an 
account  as  between  A B and  CD. 


5414.  In  those  banking  accounts  there  is  no  third  party?— There  is  the  public,  on  the 
one  hand,  holding  the  notes,  and  there  is  the  governing  body  and  the  shareholders. 

5415.  In  any  debtor  and  creditor  account  kept  by  the  bank  the  holder  of  a note  does 
not  appear?— The  holder  of  a note  only  appears  when  he  presents  it  for  payment.  I may, 
perhaps,  illustrate  it  thus : There  is  a joint  stock  hank  existing  in  Dublin,  and  having 
branches  in  the  provincial  towns,  as  many  have ; if  a cheque  is  drawn  by  a branch  at  Cork 
upon  the  head  office  in  Dublin,  it  is  charged  by  the  head  office  as  against  the  drawer.  And 
carrying  the  system  further,  if  another  joint  stock  bank,  not  having  branches  in  the  samo 
towns,  has  credit  at  the  head  office,  and  it  also  draws  and  lodges,  what  it  draws  is  debited 
against  it,  and  what  it  lodges  is  brought  to  its  credit.  I would  carry  the  same  operation  out 
with  regard  to  the  debtor  and  creditor  account  for  paupers.  If  Cork  sent  a pauper  to  the 
South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  and  that  his  support  cost  £5  per  annum,  I would  mould 
the  law  so  that,  after  ascertaining  the  place  against  which  the  pauper  was  chargeable,  it 
would  give  the  power  of  debiting  the  Cork  Union  with  the  amount  of  his  support  for  the 
time  he  remained  in  the  workhouse  in  Dublin. 


5416.  The  system  you  have  recommended,  so  far  as  keeping  the  accounts,  appears  simple 
enough ; hut  am  I to  understand  that  you  consider  the  position  of  a district  asylum  in 
Ireland  connected  with  tho  Richmond  Asylum  in  Dublin  similar  to  the  connexion  between 
a branch  of  a joint  stock  bank  in  the  country  and  the  head  establishment? — The  law 
appears  to  assume  that  to  be  the  correct  course,  because  1 find  that  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  the  four  districts  associated  with  it,  are  charged  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  lunatics 
from  them  in  the  asylum. 

5417.  You  are  talking  of  a district:  I want  you  to  draw  a distinction  between  tho 
country  generally  and  a district  ? — I speak  now  of  the  district,  including  Dublin  city,  the 
counties  of  Dublin,  Meath,  Wicklow,  Louth,  and  the  town  of  Drogheda.  Meath  was 
included  until  1855.  What  1 wish  to  convey  is  this,  that  the  law  has  authorized  the 
forming  of  those  counties  and  counties  of  cities  into  a district  for  lunacy  purposes,  and  that 
1 vu  t*ie  sanct'0n3  til©  charging  against  each  county  a fair  proportion  for  the  lunatics 
which  are  legally  chargeable  against  it;  and  I do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  extending 
that  principle. 

5418.  Are  the  Commissioners  to  understand  that  .you  consider  the  principle  of  the  law 
of  settlement  and.  of  removal,  and  of  the  right  of  recovery  by  one  district  against  another, 

similar  to  the  existing  state  of  things? — The  Commissioners  are  to  understand  from  me  Suggestion  to  charge 
ha,t  my  proposition  is  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  debtor  and  creditor  to  the  whole  extent  lunatics  on  Consoli- 
ot  the  island — that  is,  that  I wish  to  make  the  present  district  system  universal  as  regards  dated  •Fund' 
he  whole  country;  or,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a much  more  simple  and  satisfac- 
?ry  C0ur8e>  to  charge  against  the  Consolidated  Fund  the  maintenance  of  paupers  beyond 

6 hope  of  recovery,  believing  that  it  ought  to  bo  incumbent  upon  tho  State  to  support 
8U(~  lunatics  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  at  present  compelled  to  support  felons. 

;“9.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  that  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners? 


George  Woods  Maunsell,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined.  Geo.WoodaMaunseU, 

5420. 1 believe  you  are  a member  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Dublin? — I am.  4 

5421.  Do  you  act  in  ono  of  the  committees  of  that  body? — I do. 

L K122,Have  *kat  committee  had  under  their  consideration  the  charge  on  the  city  of  Non-representation 
nolin  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  in  tho  Richmond  Asylum  ? — No  ; the  matter  does  of  tlie  ratepayers 
no  come  within  the  province  of  that  committee.  I attend  here  as  a member  of  the  Cor-  Governor^ 00rd  °f 
P ration  at  large  to  testify  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  authority  controlling 
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of  districts,  &c. 


Suggestion  as  to 
charge  of  lunatics. 


the  expenditure  of  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Dublin.  We  consider  that  the 
tax  paying  community  arc  not  sufficiently  represented  on  the  Board  of  Governors  a H 
that,  consequently,  there  cannot  exist  a sound  supervision  of  the  charge  imposed  upon  th 
citizens  for  the  support  of  lunatics.  1 e 

5423.  You  have  heard  the  suggestion  made  by  Alderman  Reynolds,  that  the  Corpora 
tion  should  name  a certain  number  of  the  members  of  the  Board  : do  you  concur  iu  that’ 
— I do. 

5-124.  I believe  the  Corporation  is  also  represented  on  the  Ballast  Board? They  are 

I have  heard  the  evidence  of  Sir  George  Ilodson,  that  the  appointment  of  Governors  mi<dit 
with  more  safety,  be  left  with  the  Executive.  I understood  him  to  say  he  did  not  sec  l°ow 
the  several  tax-paying  districts  contributing  to  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  could  elect 
representatives  on  the  Board.  However  that  reasoning  may  apply  to  counties,  it  certainly 
is  inapplicable  when  considered  with  reference  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  arrangements 
already  exist  in  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  for  electing  persons  to  represent  tbe°citizens 
on  the  Board. 

5425.  Are  the  opinions  expressed  by  Alderman  Reynolds,  as  to  the  undue  charwcability 
of  lunatics  on  the  city  of  Dublin  generally  shared  in  by  the  members  of  the  Corporation? 
— I thinlc  I may  say  universally. 

5426.  You  have  hoard  the  suggestion  lie  made  as  to  the  giving  a power  of  transferrin* 
the  charge  of  a lunatic  to  his  proper  district : do  you  concur  in  his  view  upon  that  point? 
— I have  heard  that  suggestion,  and  I am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  in  favour  of  a 
principle  which  would  involve  the  law  of  settlement,  conceiving  it  has  been  productive  of 
mischief  in  the  sister  country,  and  could  only  with  great  difficulty  be  applied  here ; but  I 
entertain  very  strongly  the  opinion  that  every  criminal  lunatic  and  every  pauper  lunatic, 
whose  case  is  considered  incurable,  should  cease  to  be  a charge  upon  the  rateable  property 
of  the  district,  and  should  become  a charge  upon  the  State  generally. 

5427.  Upon  what  principle  do  you  consider  the  cost  of  maintaining  an  incurable  lunatic 
should  be  a charge  upon  the  general  funds  of  the  State  ? — I look  upon  it  that  the  principle 
of  taxation  for  contributing  to  the  support  of  local  institutions  ceases  to  be  applicable  bo 
soon  as  the  individual  becomes  incapable,  as  a lunatic,  of  talcing  part  in  the  business  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides.  I would  consider  the  same  principle  should  apply  to 
pauper  lunatics  declared  to  be  incurable  and  to  criminal  lunatics,  as  appears  to  be  the  case 
with  respect  to  parties  convicted  of  felony  or  other  crimes  in  England.  I may  call  your 
attention  to  a fact  which  Alderman  Reynolds  overlooked,  that  convicted  felons  in  England 
— in  fact,  all  parties  who  have  been  tried  by  a jury  in  England— are  supported  by  tho 
State ; while  in  Ireland  those  only  are  supported  by  tiie  State  whose  sentence  is  equivalent 
to  the  old  sentence  of  transportation.  The  attention  of  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  called  to  that  by  the  Inspector  of  Prisons  for  Ireland,  as  illustrating  an  oversight, 
perhaps,  which  operated  harshly  upon  the  tax-paying  community  in  this  country.  I made  a 
calculation  from  a return  of  the  charge  thereby  imposed  upon  Dublin,  and  I found  that  it 
is  above  £2,000  a-year.  It  occurs  to  me,  and  I believe  the  opinion  is  shared  in  generally 
by  the  Corporation,  that  that  matter  will  be  corrected  as  soon  as  any  prison  legislation 
takes  place.  I think  the  same  principle  should  apply  with  regard  to  criminal  and  incurable 
pauper  lunatics— that  they  should  be  supported  by  the  State  generally,  they  having  ceased 
to  be  members  of  the  community  for  any  practical  purpose. 

5428.  Would  not  the  principle  which  you  have  laid  down  involve  all  helpless  paupers  in 
the  workhouses,  although  not  lunatics,  being  supported  by  the  State  ?— I think  not. 

5429.  Are  they  not  also  disqualified  from  taking  part  actively  in  the  business  of  the  com- 
munity or  from  earning  their  own  livelihood  ? — I think  if  they  had  given  their  services  to 
the  State  and  the  community  so  long  as  they  were  capable  of  doing  so,  that  when  they 
become  afflicted  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  or  infirmities  arising  from  disease,  they 
may  be  fairly  charged  upon  the  community;  but  it  is  not  so  with  those  who  have  become 
practically  blotted  out,  as  it  were,  from  an  existence  amongst  the  community. 

5430.  Do  you  consider  that  the  paupers  who  have  been  always  helpless,  and  pauper 

lunatics  who  have  been  always  lunatics,  should  be  charged  upon  the  State?— May  I ask 
what  is  a helpless  pauper  ? " 

. 5431 . A cripple.  That  opens  a new  question.  How  far  they  may  be  chargeable  upon 
the  community  I do  not  think  is  a question  for  the  present  inquiry.  Perhaps,  if  I were 
asked  I should  say  that  they,  too,  are  not  fairly  chargeable  upon  the  realized  property  of 
any  district.  L i r 

5432.  Would  you  suggest  any  alteration  of  the  law  giving  local  bodies  extended  powers 
with  reference  to  the  erection  of  asylums,  and  the  formation  of  districts  ?— I apprehend 
that  must,  to  a great  extent,  be  left  to  the  Central  Government.  I believe  the  approval  of 
plans  involves  more  scientific  acquirements  than,  probably,  local  tax-paying  bodies  could 
be  got  to  devote  to  them.  They  are,  generally,  uninformed  on  what  may  be  recent 
improvements  that  would  he  required  in  the  erection  of  buildings  ; therefore,  I think  that 
duty  should  rest  with  the  Central  authority. 

5433.  Do  you  propose  the  same  functions  should  rest  in  the  Central  Government  also, 

where  there  was  a necessity  for  additional  accommodation? — It  would  make  no  difference, 
lunat'  ^ ^ew  ’ because  ^ think  they  should  support  a great  proportion  of  those 

5434.  Is  there  any  other  suggestion  you  would  make  ?— It  would  occur  to  me  that  if  the 
present  system  of  charge  is  to  continue,  that  instead  of  locating  paupers  in  the  Richmond 
Lunatic  Asylum,  and  charging  them  upon  the  city  of  Dublin,  as  we  conceive,  in  many  cases, 
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on  insufficient  evidence,  thus  doing  what  might  he  said  to  be  an  unintentional  injustice  as 
regards  the  ratepayers,  that  the  charge  should  be  according  to  the  population  of  the 
district  at  large,  winch,  was  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Government  in  charging  for  the  cost 
of  the  asylum.  The  cost  of  the  new  asylum  was  something  like  £44,000;  and  in  distri- 
buting that  charge  over  the  different  parts  of  the  district,  the  amount  of  the  population 
was  the  test  or  rule  according  to  which  it  was  spread.  Under  that  distribution  the  city 
of  Dublin  became  charged  with  £18,000  out  of  the  £44,000  ; and  notwithstanding  that, 
when  they  came  to  distribute  the  annual  expense  of  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  and 
its  inmates,  the  city  of  Dublin  was  charged  with  370  inmates  as  against  260. 

6435.  What  you  suggest,  in  fact,  would  be  a district  rate  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
pauper  lunatics  ? — Just  so  ; if  the  present  system  is  to  continue.  I would  only  add  with 
respect  to  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatics,  that  what  was  known  as  the  Grand 
Jury  rate,  and  is  still  known  by  the  same  name,  though  levied  by  the  Corporation,  has 
increased  within  the  last  seven  years  upon  the  city  of  Dublin,  from  an  average  of  Is.  to 
Is.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  present.  Alderman  lleynolds  has  given  you,  in  detail,  the  increase 
in  the  charge  for  lunatics,  with  which  the  increase  in  the  general  taxation  does  not  keep 
pace.  The  increase  in  the  other,  departments  of  taxation  is  about  fifty  per  cent.,  while 
that  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  has  increased  300  per  cent,  in  the  same  period.  I 
ought  to  mention  that  the  charge  appearing  in  the  accounts  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  does  not  represent  the  full  charge  upon  the  city  of  Dublin  for  the  maintenance 
of  lunatics ; because  there  is  a number  of  pauper  lunatics  constantly  in  the  poorhouses 
waiting  transmission  to  the  District  Asylum  as  soon  as  vacancies  occur.  I have  been  told, 
since  I came  into  the  room,  that  the  number  might,  on  an  average,  amount  to  from  200 
to  250. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin.  . DUBLIN,  3 1st  JANUARY,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary 
Londonderry  District  LONDONDERRY  DISTRICT  ASYLUM GENERAL  S'TATE  OF  LUNACY. 

General  State  of  Sir  Robert  Alexander  Ferguson , Bart.,  m.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

LTa^'  5436. 1 believe  you  are  a Governor  of  the  Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum  ? I am 

Slf  Bart’.  ^^pU30I1,  a Governor  of  the  Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  reside  very  near  it ; and  I am  also- 
a Governor  of  the  Omagh  District  Asylum,  but  I reside  so  fixr  from  it  that  I seldom  attend 

5437.  Have  you  been  for  many  years  a Governor  of  the  Londonderry  Asylum? I have 

been  many  years  a Governor  of  it,  nearly  from  the  time  of  its  opening  in  1829. 

5438.  I believe  you  have  also  given  your  attention  generally  to  the  condition  of  the 
lunatic  poor  of  Ireland?— I have  given  general  attention  to  the  subject,  as  a Governor  of 
asylums,  and  a person  taking  a deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  Ireland.  I was  examined 
before  the  Lords’  Committee  in  1843. 

The  state  of  the  law.  5439. 1 believe  the  law  provided  asylums  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor,  without 
reference  to  their  being  destitute  paupers  ? — So  we  have  always  understood  it.  There  is  a 
short  summary  of  the  Acts  relating;  to  district  lunatic  asylums  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Asylums — that  for  1855 ; but  even  on  that  statement  of  them,  which  is  little 
more  than  the  marginal  notes  of  the  clauses,  it  will  be  seen  the  Acts  of  Parliament  are  very 
complicated  and  very  confused  ; and  that  lias  been  made  much  more  manifest  by  the 
judgment  of  the  Queen’s  Bench  as  to  the  payment  of  the  chaplains  to  the  Belfast  Asylum. 
That  judgment  seems  to  me  almost  to  have  opened  the  whole  question  of  the  appointment 
of  almost  all  the  officers  of  asylums.  It  is  very  desirable  that  these  Acts  should  be  consoli- 
dated into  one,  and  the  powers  respectively  of  the  Irish  Government,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Council,  and  of  the  Governors  defined.  A Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
reported,  nearly  forty  years  ago,  25th  of  June,  1817,  on  the  subject;  and  the  first  Act,  the 
57th  Geo.  HI.,  received  the  Royal  assent  on  the  11th  of  July;  and  the  only  thing  you  can 
infer  from  these  was  a determination  on  the  part  of  both  the  House  of  Commons’0  Commit- 
tee and  of  the  Parliament  that  something  should  be  done.  And  we  find  the  provisions 
of  the  57th  Geo.  HI.,  chap.  106,  which  was  re-enacted  in  almost  as  many  words  by  the  1st 
and  2nd  Geo.  IV.,  chap.  33,  to  be  simply  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  might  order  Ireland 
to  be  divided  into  districts,  and  that  a lunatic  asylum  should  be  built  in  each  of  those 
districts;  that  he  might  appoint  governors;  appoint  and  fix  the  payment  of  every  officer 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  prescribe  their  duties  by  rules  and  regulations,  without 
consulting  Governors  or  any  one  else  in  the  district.  Most  absolute  power  seems  to  have 
been  given  to  him.  The  Government  seem  to  me  not  to  have  paid  sufficient  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a large  proportion  of  those  admitted  as  curable  or  dangerous,  sink  down  into 
chronic,  incurable,  or  harmless  patients ; and  no  houses  or  wards  have  ever  been  built  to 
relieve  the  district  asylums  of  those  cases,  so  that  they  might  be  open  for  the  reception  of 
curable  and  dangerous  patients,  and  recent  cases.  From  the  want  of  attention  to  some 
such  system  as  that,  all  the  incurable  patients  in  lunatic  asylums  have  been  and  are  supported 
at  large  expense — say  from  £14  to  £22  per  annum  a head ; while  in  the  workhouses  and 
m former  establishments  for  lunatics,  such  as  Island  Bridge,  chronic  incurable  cases  were 
supported  at  a cost  of  from  £7  to  £8  per  head  yearly.  That  is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the 
~j  Gommittee  of  1843.  In  our  workhouse  they  are  supported  at  less. 

5440.  Do  you  consider  that  the  legislature  contemplated  those  establishments  being  cura- 
uve  institutions,  or  that  they  should  be  places  of  detention  for  the  lunatic  poor? — I think, 
from  the  wording  of  the  Act  and  the  size  of  the  lunatic  asylums,  they  contemplated  them 
for  the  reception  of  all  such  cases.  I think  there  was  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  subject 
to  lead  to  the  making  of  a distinction  between  curable  and  incurable  cases,  and  the  cost  of 
supporting  each  class.  This  is  the  more  apparent  from  the  English  Act,  the  8th  and  9th 
Vic.,  c.  126,  the  27th  section  of  which  enacts,  “ That  in  the  erecting  and  providing  of  every 
asylum  hereafter  to  be  erected  or  provided  for  the  reception  of  pauper  lunatics,  and  also  in 
enlarging  the  same,  or  any  asylum  already  erected,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  number  of 
lunatics  to  be  provided  for  therein,  who  shall  be  or  be  deemed  curable  or  dangerous.  And 
in  order  to  prevent  such  lunatics  being  excluded  from  admission  into  such  asylum  by 
reason  ot  the  admission  or  accumulation  therein  of  chronic  or  incurable  lunatics,  some 
separate  or  additional  building  shall  be  provided  for  chronic  or  incurable  lunatics,  whenever, 
by  reason  of  the  increase  in  numbers  of  lunatics,  the  asylum  shall  be  insufficient  for  die 
accommodation  of  all  lunatics  entitled  to  be  received  therein.  And  in  order  to  secure  the 
immediate  admission  into  every  such  asylum  of  all  lunatics  deemed  curable  or  dangerous,  a 
suthcient  number  of  such  chronic  or  incurable  lunatics  shall  from  time  to  time  be  transferred 
from  such  asylum  to  such  separate  or  additional  budding.”  I think  those  were  the  provi- 
sions introduced  mto  the  English  Act  of  1845. 

5441.  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  consider  the  Irish  law  should  be  rendered  more  in 
“bta  T06  j ’wlat  thB  Pressnt  English  lan-  is  on  the  subject?— I think  the  Irish  law 
snouid  be  rendered,  on  ad  the  main  points,  more  in  accordance  with  the  English  law ; bat,  at 

e same  me,  there  are  very  great  differences  between  the  two  countries,  which  must  be 
attended  to,  or  the  whole  question  may  be  thrown  into  confusion,  and  the  working  of  the 
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Irish  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  which  under  all  its  disadvantages,  I consider  to  have  been 
excellent,  might  be  impeded. 

5442.  Up  to  the  period  when  the  Irish  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  to  which  you  have  referred, 
and  under  which  the  first  asylums  were  built,  was  enacted,  the  Legislature  made  no  provision 
for  the  existence  of  any  lunatic  as  such,  or  for _ his  removal  to  any  place  of  detention? — At 
that  period  the  law  made  no  provision  of  the  kind ; they  were  generally  supposed  to  be  sent 
to  gaols. 

5443.  The  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,,  under  which  lunatics  might  be  arrested  and  trans- 
mitted to  gaol  as  lunatics,  dates,  I believe,  from  the  year  1837  ? — From  the  1st  Viet.,  chap. 
27,  under  which  they  might  be  sent  to  gaol  as  dangerous  lunatics.  Formerly  they  were 
merely  sent  there  as  persons  supposed  to  have  committed  a crime. 

5444.  At  that  period  the  law  did  not  make  any  provision  for  lunatics  being  received  into 
those  asylums,  except  as  the  Governors  might  think  fit?— Except  as  the  Governors  might 
think  fit,  and  except  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  gave  an  order 
for  the  admission  of  certain  persons  to  the  asylum  who  were  detained  in  gaols.  I am  not 
aware  of  his  ever  having  exercised  the  power,  except  in  the  cases  in  which  the  parties  were 
first  committed  to  gaol. 

5445. 1 believe  the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  merely  extended  to  those  classes  of 
lunatics  now  called  criminal  lunatics,  and  to  persons  who  became  lunatic  in  gaol  ?— Yes. 

5446.  Are  you  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law  in  England  with  reference  to 
lunatics  who  are  at  large? — I have  not  looked  into  the  more  recent  Acts  ; but  I find  the 
English  Act  of  1845  gives  a power  to  the  medical  officer  or  overseers  of  a parish  to  brino-  a 
lunatic  in  that  state  before  a magistrate,  and  have  him  committed  to  an  asylum. 

5447.  That  provision  of  the  law  in  England,  which  differs  materially,  I believe,  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Irish  law,  would  authorize  a justice  to  commit  a lunatic  to  an  asylum  in 
the  first  instance? — That  is  a very  material  difference,  and  I should  hope  that  in  a short 
time  that  difference  might  be  removed.  If  the  course  which  I will  take  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting by-and-by,  of  obtaining  buildings  for  the  chronic  and  incurable  cases,  were  carried 
out,  I should  hope  that,  with  some  such  restrictions  as  the  English  Act  imposes,  that  power 
might  be  given  to  magistrates  to  commit  at  once  to  the  asylum,  and  the  gaols  might  be 
relieved  from  a class  of  inmates  they,  in  fact,  ought  never  to  have  received. 

5448. 1 believe  the  English  law  also  differs  from  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  law,  as  it 
extends  to  a class  of  persons  who  are  not  under  proper  care  and  control,  or  may  be 
cruelly  treated  or  neglected  by  any  person  having  the  care  or  charge  of  them  ? — I see  that 
the  49th  section  of  the  Act  of  1845  gives  that  power,  as  to  a person  who  is  deemed  to  be  a 
lunatic,  and  is  under  the  care  of  a relative  or  other  person  who  neglects  or  cruelly  treats 
him,  so  that  he  is  not  properly  taken  care  of. 

5449.  Will  you  refer  to  the  16th  and  17th  Viet.,  cap.  97,  as  to  the  exact  terms  of  the 
clause  with  reference  to  lunatics  wondering  at  large  ? — The  clause  seems  nearly  the  same 
as  in  the  former  Act,  except  that  it  extends  to  all  lunatics,  whether  or  not  such  person  be  a 
pauper ; and  it  authorizes  the  justice,  if  satisfied  that  such  person  so  brought  before  him  is 
a lunatic,  and  was  wandering  at  large,  and  is  a proper  person  to  be  taken  charge  of  and 
defamed  under  care  and  treatment ; or  if  two  justices  be  satisfied  that  such  person  so 
brought  before  them  is  a lunatic,  and  is  not  under  proper  care  and  control,  or  is  cruelly 
treated  or  neglected  by  any  person  having  the  care  or  charge  of  him,  and  that  he  is  a proper 
person,  to  be  token  charge  of  and  detained  under  proper  care  and  treatment ; and  if  the 
physician  or  surgeon  gives  the  necessary  certificate,  then  one  or  two  justices  are  empowered 
to  direct  such  person  to  be  received  into  such  asylums.  I should  consider  any  such  pro- 
vision as  a great  improvement  upon  the  law ; and  I should  hope,  if  accommodation  were 
obtained  for  the  incurable  cases,  by  which  the  present  asylums  would  be  relieved  from  some 
of  their  number,  that  a provision  to  that  effect  might  be  at  once  introduced. 

5450.  Practically  speaking,  have  the  Governors  regulated  the  admissions  to  the  asylum 
so  as  to  make  it,  as  far  as  possible,  a place  for  the  reception  of  curative  cases? — We  have 
done  so  as  much  as  we  possibly  could.  The  Londonderry  Asylum  was,  to  a certain  extent, 
a peculiar  one.  It  was  built  at  first  for  only  104  patients.  At  that  time  three  counties  sent 
patients  to  it.  We  very  soon  discovered  that  the  accommodation  was  quite  insufficient — 
there  was  always  a constant  pressure  for  admission,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  get  rid,  in 
some  way  or  other,  by  sending  to  their  friends,  or  to  the  workhouse,  as  soon  as  the  workhouse 
was  opened,  of  those  who  were  harmless  or  incurable ; and  even  since  the  county  Tyrone  was 
taken  off  from  us,  and  was  attached  to  another  district,  we  found  still  die  same  pressure 
continuing;  and  we  are  still  obliged  almost  every  day  of  our  meeting  to  ask  is  there  any 
room,  or  what  cases  are  fit  to  be  removed.  That  is  generally  our  first  question  to  the 
medical  man. 

5451.  Does  the  admission  paper  which  is  required  to  be  filled  up  by  the  relatives  of  those 
applying  for  admission,  in  the  case  of  the  Londonderry  Asylum,  require  a declaration  that 
the  patients  are  not  epileptic  or  idiotic  ? — My  impression  is  that  it  does  not  contain  the 
V°rd  idiotic.  It  requires  a declaration  that  they  have  not  friends  who  can  support  them 
m the  asylum,  and  that  they  are  not  epileptic.  I forget  whether  or  not  the  word  “ idiot" 
is  in  it. 

5452.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the  admission  papers  of  the  Londonderry  Asylum 
require  it  to  be  stated  whether  the  case,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  man  signing  the 
certificate,  is  curable  or  incurable? — We  require  very  full  details  of'  the  case,  but  I do  not 
think  we  require  a statement  from  him  to  that  effect.  I do  not  think  it  goes  further  than 
that  the  case  is  likely  to  be  benefited  by  admission  to  the  asylum. 


Dublin. 

Londonderry  District 
Asylum. — 
General  State  of 
Lunacy. 

Sir  R.  A.  Ferguson, 
Bart.,  m.p. 

The  Dangerous 
Lunatic  Act. 


Lunatics  at  large. 


Londonderry 
asylum ; preference 
in  admissions  to 
curable  cases ; the 
form  of  admission ; 
idiots  and  epileptics. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


214 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Dublin. 

' Londonderry  District 

General  State  of 
Lunacy. 

Sir  K.  A.  Ferguson, 
Bart.,  h.f. 


Harmless  and 
incurable  lunatics  in 
vorkliouses. 


5453.  Do  the  Governors  practically,  when  applications  arc  made  for  admission,  cive 
preference  to  the  cases  which  they  consider  to  be  curable? — Always;  we  are  always  for  their 
immediate  admission.  For  instance,  suppose  there  are  five  vacancies,  and  eight  cases  we 
think  fit  for  admission,  we  select  those  apparently  curable  for  immediate  admission,  and  they 
arc  to  be  taken'  in  according  as  there  is  room.  * 

5454. 1 presume  the  insertion  of  the  words  I have  referred  to  in  the  admission  paper  of  an 
asylum,  namely,  that  the  applicants  are  not  epileptic  or  idiotic,  would  indicate  that  it  was 
to  guard  against  incurable  cases,  or  such  as  were  presumed  to  be  incurable,  being 
admitted? — I presume  it  is  for  that  purpose ; though  the  Act  of  Parliament  at  first  seems  to 
provide  for  the  admission  of  the  cases,  yet  even  our  first  form  sent  down  to  us  required  us 
to  take  an  acknowledgment  from  the  friends  of  the  patient,  that,  if  deemed  harmless  or 
incurable,  he  would  be  removed. 

5455.  At  wliat  period  were  those  forms  sent  down  ? — They  were  sent  down  at  the  opening 
of  the  asylum.  ° 

5450. 1 believe  there  is  no  uniform  form  of  admission  for  the  asylums  of  Ireland  approved 
by  any  authority  ? — I should  think  not.  I know  we  have  varied  ours  in  order  to  meet  the 
case  of  parties  who  were  not  absolutely  paupers,  and  yet  whose  friends  could  not  support 
them  in  a private  asylum. 

5457.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  regulations  of  1843  declare  that  idiots  as 
well  as  epileptics,  are  admissible  into  an  asylum  ? — My  attention  lias  been  drawn  to  the  point 
in  question.  We  do  admit  them,  for  those  epileptic  and  idiotic  patients  arc  sometimes 
extremely  dangerous. 

5458.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  securing  the  removal  of  patients  under  an  under- 
taking or  bond  from  their  friends? — I cannot  say  we  have  found  any  difficulty  in  securing 
the  removal.  It  causes  us  a great  deal  of  correspondence,  of  course,  and  there  is  a great 
unwillingness  to  take  out  a patient;  once  be  is  in  tlie  asylum,  they  consider  lie  ou (flit  to  he 
there  for  ever,  and  the  friends  are  very  unwilling  he  should  go  to  the  pool-house  ° for  the 
maintenance  comes  more  immediately  upon  them  own  district  than  when  it  is  levied  off  the 
entire  county.  I am  not  aware  that  we  have  not  succeeded  in  any  case  in  getting  a person 
removed  after  some  time. 

5459. 1 think  you  have  stated  that,  after  the  introduction  of  the  poor  law,  you  deemed  it 
advisable  to  transfer  certain  harmless  and  incurable  cases  to  workhouses  ? — Since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  workhouse  we  have  from  time  to  time  called  upon  parties  to  remove  patients, 
though  we  knew  that  in  very  many  cases  they  would  be  taken  into  a workhouse.  We 
knew  that  they  had  been  sent  to  us  from  the  workhouse  on  account  of  their  having  become 
violent  there,  and  the  engagement  to  take  them  out  was  probably  signed  by  the  presiding 
chairman  of  the  day.  We  were  aware,  therefore,  such  cases  would  be  received  back  to 
the  workhouse.  At  the  same  time,  I do  not  know  that  wo  ever  sent  cases  ourselves  direct 
to  a workhouse,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  the  Londonderry  workhouse,  which  is 
within  a mile  of  the  asylum. 

5460.  Did  that  arrangement  operate  satisfactorily  with  regard  to  the  patients  who  were 
thus  sent  to  the  workhouse  ? — On  the  whole,  I should  say  it  worked  tolerably  satisfactorily. 
It  was  necessary  that  we  should  get  them  out,  and  some  of  them  might  have  been  with  us 
from  tour  to  five  years  before  the  workhouse  opened.  They  had  no  friends  to  whom  they 
could  go,  and  they  had  sunk  into  that  harmless  state  that  we  thought,  with  care  and  attention, 
they  might  be  received  into  the  workhouse  without  prejudice. 

5461.  Have  you  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  those  patients  suffered  in  any  degree  from 
their  detention  m the  workhouse  ? — I do  not  think  they  suffered  in  any  material  degree. 
1 here  was  not  the  same  power  of  employing  officers  to  attend  them.  At  tlie  end  of  this 
year  there  were  m the  Londonderry  workhouse  nineteen  male  and  seventeen  female  luna- 
tics; and  instead  of  having  keepers  or  parties  to  attend  them,  we  had  of  course  none  but 
paupers  selected  for  the  purpose.  Therefore  there  could  not  have  been  the  same  care  and 
attention  given  them  as  in  an  asylum ; and  there  is  a certain  degree  of  disadvantage  arising 
from  having  so  many  m a single  ward.  In  a small  workhouse  they  get  mixed  up  amongst 

and  xt  18  ver7  difficult  sometimes  to  protect  them  from  bad  treatment. 

5462.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  harmless  and  incurable 
lunatics  bemg  detained  m a workhouse  ?— On  the  whole  I think  it  is  very  desirable  they  should 
no  be  kept  m workhouses.  I would  much  sooner  see  them  in  separate  establishments  for 
incurable  cases.  I see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  supported  at  the  same  cost  there 
5s  P?  a 'workhouse,  with  the  exception  merely  of  having  persons  to  watch  over  them;  which 
1 ui-  wou  d be  a very  great  improvement.  You  cannot  enforce  from  a pauper  the  same 
attention  you  could  from  a paid  servant,  and  this  arrangement  would  be  better  also  for  the 
unfortunate  creatures  themselves. 


5463.  It  has  been  stated  that  several  of  tbe  workhouses  in  Ireland  are  at  the  present 
moment  more  than  half  empty;  do  you  consider  that  any  arrangement  could  be  bene- 
ficially made  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  into  those  buildings,  large  portions  of  which  might 
en  ely  appropriated  to  their  use? — 1 certainly  would  prefer  a building  exclusively 
appropriated  to  their  use ; at  the  same  time  a workhouse  might  be  arranged  so  as  to  have  a 
o6 S • 1 ~of  wards  occupied  by  them  alone;  but  I do  not  think  tbe  accommodation  in 
a worxnonse  is  fatted  tor  lunatics,  and  I should  doubt  the  admissibility  of  uniting  the  keeping 
ot  paupers  and  lunatics  in  the  same  establishment. 

. f ‘ f workhouse,  as  at  present  arranged,  were  used  for  them,  the  patients  would  have 
o s eep  in  orrmtories?  Yes,  almost  all  sleep  in  dormitories,  and  there  is  no  room  whatever 
for  separating  them  in  case  of  occasional  violence. 
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5465.  Would  you  advise  that  a power  should  be  given  to  any  central  authority  to  remove 
lunatics  direct  from  the  workhouse  to  the  asylum?— I should  rather  leave  it  with  the  direc- 
tors of  the  asylum ; they  know  better  what  accommodation  they  have.  I should  think  it 
would  he  sufficient  to  lay  down  a system  for  the  purpose.  So  far  as  I have  ever  seen  the 
workhouses  are  always  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  them. 

5466.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  in  getting  lunatics  from  a workhouse,  into  the  asylum,  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  filling  up  the  application  paper? — Of  course  there  are  difficul- 
ties in  the  way.  Great  complaints  are  made  of  the  want  of  information  with  respect  to  such 
people.  It  is  generally  a very  violent  case  that  is  sent  from  a workhouse  to  the  asylum 
and  it  is  almost  always  admitted  by  the  medical  superintendent  between  one  meeting  and 
another  of  the  Governors  upon  communication  with  the  medical  superintendent  of  the  work- 
house,  who  certifies  to  him  that  the  case  is  one  of  violence  requiring  immediate  admission. 

5467. 1 presume  that,  in  the  case  of  such  admission,  the  formal  admission  of  the  patient 
is  afterwards  decided  by  the  Board  ? — I should  say  not.  I should  say  we  accept  that  as 
an  admission.  It  is  reported  to  us  as  done  by  the  medical  officer  on  his  authority,  while  the 
Board  was  not  sitting ; but  I do  not  think  we  go  through  the  form  of  confirming  the 
admission. 
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5468.  Arc  the  admissions  usually  made  by  the  Board  or  the  medical  officer  ?_They  are 
usually  made  by  the  Board.  The  medical  officer  is  called  in,  and  he  brings  with  him  the 
admission  form,  containing  all  the  information  that  can  he  got  about  the  patient,  together 
with  any  private  letters  he  may  have  received  from  the  different  medical  officers  as°o  the 
state  of  the  patient.  The  Board  consider  those,  and  give  their  order  accordingly.  If  there 
is  any  tiling  deficient  in  the  form,  they  may  give  an  order  for  admission  provisionally  upon 
the  form  being  properly  completed. 

5469.  With  regard  to  the  discharge  of  patients  from  the  asylum,  are  the  patients  dis- 
charged by  order  of  the  Board,  or  does  any  discretion  rest  with  the  medical  officer  for  the 
purpose? — The  discretion  entirely  rests  with  the  medical  officer.  The  Board  sometimes 
say  to  him,  “ We  are  getting  very  crowded;  are  there  any  cases  that  could  be  discharged? 
if  so,  discharge  them.” 

5470.  If  the  friends  of  a patient  who  is  not  cured  desire  to  take  him  out  of  an  asylum,  is 
there  any  power  of  detaining  him  ? — I should  think  there  is  not. 

5471.  From  what  you  have  already  stated,  I gather  you  do  not  consider  workhouses  to  Unsuitability  of 

be  proper  places  for  the  detention  of  lunatics? — I do  not;  neither  do  I consider  them  fitting  workhouses  and  gaols 
places  for  epileptic  patients.  Of  course  there  might  be  a few  idiots  placed  in  them,  who  are  WHoodetenti0n 
not  likely  to  suffer  from  bad  treatment. 

5472. 1 believe  the  provision  usually  made  in  the  construction  of  the  several  workhouses 
for  the  lunatic  poor  was  of  a very  limited  character,  and  merely  with  a view  to  meet  the 
cases  that  might  arise  in  a woi'khousc  ? — So  it  has  always  appeared  to  me.  In  the  Derry 
workhouse  there  are  two  wards  which  are  appropriated  for  them.  The  dietary  is  fixed  at 
what  is  considered  very  sufficient  for  them;  and,  including  an  allowance  of  65.  10 d.  per  head 
for  extra  cost  of  sick  diet  and  medicines,  the  support  of  die  males  amounts  to  £6  17s.  Sd. 
per  head  per  annum,  and  that  of  the  females  to  £5  18s.  7 d.  per  head  per  annum,  giving  an 
average  of  £6  7s.  lit?. ; but  in  that  there  is  included  only  a proportion  of  the  extra  allowance 
for  the  pauper  in  charge  of  each  ward,  and  nothing  for  any  officer  attending  them ; nor  is 
there  any  charge  whatever  for  medical  superintendence  or  any  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the 
workhouse  in  that  way. 

5473.  Are  you  aware  that  one  of  the  wards  for  lunatics  in  the  Londonderry  Workhouse  is 
not  solely. appropriated  to  lunatics;  that  patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease  are  also 
confined  in  that  ward  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that.  I understood  females  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  and  prostitutes  were  in  a separate  ward.  I was  not  aware  that  any  person 
so  affected  on  the  male  side  was  in  the  ward  with  the  lunatics. 

5474.  Have  you  a similar  objection  to  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  gaols? — Their  detention 
m gaols  is  even  more  inadvisable  than  in  a workhouse.  There  is  a chance  of  some  intelligent 
person  being  got  in  a workhouse  to  attend  them,  but  not  so  in  a gaol,  where  there  is  no 
person  who  ought  to  be  in  attendance  upon  them. 

5475.  Are  any  paying  patients  received  into  the  asylum  at  Londonderry? — There  are  Paying  patients, 
no  paying  patients  received  into  the  asylum  at  Derry.  When  I say  there  are  no  paying 

patients,  I should  state  that  on  the  last  quarter’s  account  there  were  two  pensioners ; there 
was  an  allowance  made  for  the  pensions.  In  the  asylum  at  Omagh  there  are  some  pavties 
who  contribute  a small  sum;  but  our  idea  in  Derry  has  been  that  we  had  not  a right  to 
admit  paying  patients  unless  there  was  a superabundance  of  room ; if  there  was  room  for 
niore  than  the  pauper  patients,  that  then  we  might  admit  the  paying  patients.  That  has 
been  our  understanding  of  the  law  both  in  Deny  and  in  Omagh.  At  Omagh,  having  the 
room  for  them,  we  admitted  them. 

5476..  How  fin  do  you  think  the  State  is  called  upon  or  the  ratepayers  should  be  required  should  the  State 
to  provide  an  establishment  for  persons  who  are  not  paupers? — I ao  not  think  the  State  make  provision  for 
should,  be  called  on  to  provide  for  those  who  are  not  paupers ; but  there  is  a great  difficulty  luuatics  who  are  not 
ui  seeing  how  we  should  deal  with  those  who  are  not  absolute  paupers,  and  vet  whose  pailpers' 
friends  are  not  able  to  support  them  in  a private  asylum.  I was  always  struck  by  that ; 
and  it  would  be  well  if  we  could  bring  about  the  establishment  of  a system  such  as  was  pro- 
posed, I think  in  Staffordshire,  mid  is  described  in  the  Reports  of  the  Commission  which 
issued  before  the  Poor  Law  Commission  of  Inquiry — namely,  that  there  should  be  a higher 
class  of  patients  living  in  a better  class  of  buildings,  which  buildings  should  be  erected  by 
pnyate  subscriptions ; that  the  sum  gained  by  the  keeping  of  those  patients — many  of  whom 
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in  England  pay  some  hundreds  a-year  for  their  maintenance — should  he  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  a class  of  patients,  such  as  the  children  of  clergymen  or  parties  who  have 
been  reduced  in  life.  The  gain  from  the  higher  class  of  patients  should  be  applied  to  their 
support,  and  the  county  should  build  only  for  the  paupers  and  support  them. 

5477.  Such  an  institution  would,  however,  in  no  degree,  he  dependent  upon  the  public 

rates  ? — Such  an  institution  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  in  any  degree  dependent  upon  the 
public  rates.  It  might  assist  in  supporting  patients  who  would  otherwise  become  a charge 
upon  the  public  rates.  ° 

5478.  Is  there  a great  deficiency  of  any  such  institutions  in  Ireland  ? — A very  great  defi- 
ciency. I should  say  I have  known,  in  a district  with  which  I am  acquainted,  a 'particular 
class  of  far  mere  obliged  to  send  their  relatives,  in  that  melancholy  position,  over  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glasgow;  and,  of  course,  they  would  much  rather  have  them  in  an 
establishment  at  home,  if  they  were  received  upon  the  same  terms. 

5479.  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  a large  class  of  persons  in  Ireland  in  the  position  to  which 
you  have  referred  ? — I should  say  there  is. 

5480.  Do  you  consider  that,  beyond  what  private  benevolence  may  do,  the  State  cannot 
be  required  to  make  any  provision  for  those  cases? — I do  not  think  the  State  should  be 
required  to  make  any  provision  for  those  cases.  I think  it  ought  to  aid  private  benevolence 
as  far  as  it  could,  without  injury  to  the  ratepayers,  as  by  giving  the  ground,  or  affording 
assistance  in  any  other  way  that  could  be  done  without  absolute  loss  to  the  ratepayers.  ° 

5481.  Are  you  aware  that,  with  the  exception  of  a small  licensed  house  near  Armagh 
there,  is  no  asylum  whatever  throughout  the  whole  North  of  Ireland  for  the  reception°of 
lunatics,  except  the  district  asylums  maintained  by  the  public  rates  ?— I have  no  doubt  of  the 
fact ; but  it  is  explained,  to  a certain  degree,  by  the  facilities  for  transferring  to  Glasgow  such 
a class  of  persons. 

5482.  Supposing  the  accommodation  of  an  asylum  to  he  beyond  the  wants  of  the  poor  of 
the  district,  would  you  then -see  any  objection  to  the  reception  of  paying  patients,  although 

the  amount  paid  might  not  he  equal  to  the  actual  cost  of  their  maintenance  ? I do  not  see 

any  objection  to  their  admission  then,  provided  they  are  kept  together  and  treated  in  the 
same  manner,  so  that  there  would  be  no  danger  of  the  servants  being  induced  to  attend  more 
to  them,  and  to  neglect  the  other  patients. 

5483.  Was  the  erection  of  the  Criminal  Asylum,  in  your  opinion,  a proper  arrangement? 
I believe  the  erection  of  the  Criminal  Asylum  was  very  much  called  for. 

5484  Do  you  consider  that  all  classes  .of  criminal  lunatics  should  he  removed  to  that 
asylum  -1  think  that  all  classes  of  really  criminal  lunatics  ought  to  lie  removed  to  that 
asylum,  Parties  are  sometimes  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  who  might  be  considered 
fit  subjects  for  a distinct  asylum. 

5485.  Do  you  consider  that  the  asylums  being,  in  those  cases,  appropriated  to  more  than  one 
county,  is  at  all  an  impediment  to  their  proper  government  or  propel-  management  ?_No;  I 
Sinn  tl,er|  “ al'V  “bjecl hon  to  their-  being  for  more  than  one  county  on  that  ground. 

aTe.y°?  foimd  t!lat  *’;e  co™‘y  m "’hid  an  asylum  was  situated'has  received  any 
dkSta*? j?  “r  4?‘C  rC“?5“!n  dnatics  in  comparison  with  tile  distant  counties  of  the 
I '•  °’.  c?  that  has  been  the  case.  In  Londonderry  the  district  lunatic 

tier  *11°  P??ced  dat  Donegal  comes  within  a couple  of  miles  of  it. 

TV  . • «, Ihere  “elm  “T  question  raised  before  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Derry 

District  Asylum  as  to  the  separation  of  Donegal  County  from  the  Derry  District  ?— There 
has  been  a question  brought  before  us  on  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  1855,  and 
E.7.  r -Tl  fV0  Settlng  additional  accommodation  for  lunatics  in  the  asylum.  The  question 
m s a r,m;ttee  t0  conslder  ™ "'hat  manner  the  accommodation  could  be  best 

Evi'  A ™“ber  “f  suggestions  were  made  ns  to  the  admission  to  the  present  asylum, 
cX  vtt“Saged  !“l  f01,.siderati<m  °f  the  subject,  a good  number  of  members,  parti- 
asvhirn  for  C”'lected  tle  Cmnt-T  DolleSah  recommended  the  building  of  a sepamte 
cJmmissfen  1 00Imiy-  The  <pmstion  is  suspended  between  us  until  the  decision  of  this 

moMStii^«»?vSe  f ®mlJ?rs  of  tlle  B°ard  »ho  represented  rile  county  of  Donegal  unani- 
it  which  nrauorw  i a ^i  c.ourse  T0 lie  pursued? — There  was  a difficulty  occurred  about 
A^neria?  d ’S”*  oertam  as  to  tha  opinions  of  all  the  Governors  on  the  subject 

A«2«  I E .”S  of  Governors  having  been  fixed  to  be  held  during  the  Deny 
mre  nnVohf  * r'f  Derry  Governors  who  were  members  of  the  Grand  Jury 

Doneml  , n “fi  * Wt  ? MleTe  lf  we  came  to  discuss  !t,  possibly  those  from  the  county 
J-l  -?  be  unammous  amongst  themselves  as  to  the  plan  which  Mr.  Stewart 
k m 111  optional  asylum  in  Donegal.  What  they  seem  to  wish  for  now 

is  to  have  one  of  the  workhouses  handed  over  to  them. 

trirt  Vf  T?  fllat  tlle  ^ of  having  the  workhouse  declared  an  asylum  for  the  new  dis- 
hutto  wT®  1 ”,  Providing  for  a certain  class  of  the  Derry  lunatics  in  that  workhouse, 
■J ™ l™der  P management  of  the  Governors  of  the  Derry  District  Asylum  ?— When 
seem  irSt  * ^“S  mtl1  •tl!° ldea  of  n,nMng  i4  an  asylum  for  the  new  district.  They 

Sen  w 1 *°  Wlsh  to  l'ave  it  a house  for  fncurables. 

been  undTr  in  '5uas,tlon  ,of  P appropriation  of  one  of  the  workhouses  for  such  a purpose 
case  it  was  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ?_I  am  not  aware  that  in  oar 

5401  r & under  the  consideration  of' the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

°Pmi0.n  additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  in  the 
on  acronntEyrt  1C  r‘a"“ed?-I  We  no  hesitation  in  saying,  I think  it  is  required 
account  of  the  number  of  incurables  in  the  asylum.  We  have neither  baths  nor  sufficient 
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washing  accommodation  of  the  kind  in  the  different  wards,  and  we  are  so  pressed  with  num-  Dublin. 
bers  of  incurables  that  wc  find  great  difficulty  in  having  the  lunatics  properly  attended  to.  — - 

5492.  I believe  the  Board  of  Governors  had  very  full  statistical  information  as  to  the  Zow<fo"lfS Dialriet 
extent  of  lunacy  in  the  two  counties  when  considering  this  question  ? — They  had  the  numbers  General  slate  of 
as  returned  by  the  constabulary  before  them ; since  that  we  have  got  the  names,  but  I am  Lunacy. 

not  aware  we  have  had  sufficient  time  to  look  into  tire  returns  to  see  whether  a correct  Sir  A-  Eerguson, 
estimate  was  taken.  Bart.,*.*. 

5493.  If  such  an  arrangement  were  adopted  would  you  consider  it  advisable  that  the 
buildings  to  be  erected  for  the  chronic  and  incurable  cases  should  be  in  immediate  con- 
tiguity to  the  asylum  ? — It  would  he  better  they  were  near  to  the  asylum,  but  not  in  imme- 
diate contiguity  to  it.  For  instance,  take  the  case  of  the  Derry  Asylum,  it  has  a public  road 
running  behind  it,  and  I think  the  building  for  incurable  cases  ought  to  be  placed  above 
that  road  on  a large  space  of  ground  wc  have  lately  acquired. 

5494.  Even  with  that  arrangement  would  it  not  be  possible  to  use  some  of  the  staff  of  the 
existing  asylum  for  the  management  of  the  new  asylum? — I contemplate  they  could  use  some 
of  the  staff;  for  instance,  for  inspecting  we  have  now  got  the  Medical  Resident  Superin- 
tendent, and  be  could  have  the  inspection  and  responsibility  of  constantly  visiting  the  new 
asylum ; but  I should  expect  that  there  would  be  a separate  staff  of  keepers,  and  probably 
also  of  servants  for  cooking. 

5495.  The  superior  officers,  so  far  as  regards  the  inspection  and  the  keeping  of  stores, 
accounts,  &c.,  you  consider  might  be  available  for  the  new  establishment? — Yes,  with  great 
advantage  and  very  little  additional  expense. 

5496.  Supposing  that  arrangement  not  adopted,  and  the  asylum  for  those  chronic  and 
incurable  cases  to  be  established  in  a distant  part  of  the  country,  do  you  think  it  would  be 
likely  to  receive  that  attention  from  the  Governors  which  a curative  hospital  would? — Cer- 
tainly not.  That  is  one  of  the  things  that  always  made  one  doubtful  about  the  asylum  for 
chronic  cases.  Paid  superintendents  should  be  appointed  for  such  establishments.  It  is  so 
very  seldom  persons  are  found  with  the  talent  or  with  the  will  to  visit  an  establishment  of 
the  kind,  that  I do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to  leave  much  depending  upon  inspection  by 
the  Governors. 

5497.  What  is  vour  opinion  as  to  the  existing  state  of  the  law  relative  to  the  erection  of  Erection  of  new 
new  asylums ? — I think  there  ought  to  be  more  communication  witli  and  power  in  the  hands  a?ylf‘m.3  ’ state  of 
of  those  who  have  to  pay  for  them.  If  that  was  the  case,  we  would  not  be  now  £3,000  or  e 

£4,000  in  debt,  and  we  would  have  an  establishment  for  the  chronic  cases. 

5498. 1 believe,  under  the  existing  law,  the  local  authorities  have  no  voice  whatever  with 
respect  to  the  plans  or  in  the  making  of  contracts  for  the  erection  of  the  asylums  ? — Of  late 
they  have  not ; but  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  going  back  to  the  time  the  Derry  Asylum 
was  built,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  the  plans  were  sent  down  to  the  Grand  Jury  and  dis- 
cussed by  them;  and  though  the  Grand  Jury  had  no  power  to  do  any  thing,  yet  they  had 
full  information  about,  the  subject. 

5499.  The  Board  who  approve  of  the  plans  and  direct  the  execution  of  the  works,  is,  I 
believe,  a Board  on  which  there  is  no  medical  man? — Yes,  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

5500.  Do  you  consider  it  advisable  that  if  such  a Board  were  intrusted  with  the  power, 
there  should  be  a medical  person  to  consult? — There  certainly  should  be  a medical  person 
to  consult. 

5501.  Are  you  aware  that  a considerable  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  Central  Board 
of  Control  and  Correspondence  who  directed  the  building  of  the  first  asylums  were  medical 
men? — As  far  as  I remember  they  were,  and  our  first  asylums  were  built  on  a better  plan. 

5502.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  appointment  Appointment  of 
of  Governors’ is  satisfactory? — The  appointment  of  Governors  is  a matter  of  very  great  diffi-  Governors, 
cnlty.  I do  not  think  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  are  such  that  the  government  of  the 

asylums  could  he  intrusted  to  committees  of  magistrates,  as  is  the  case  with  the  lunatic 
asylums  in  England.  If  the  appointments  were  managed  in  that  way,  I do  not  know  how  we 
could  provide  for-  the  admission  of  a certain  number  of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations, 

"’ho,  I think,  ought  to  continue  to  lie  on  the  hoards  in  Ireland.  I think,  therefore,  probably, 
that  the  best  mode  might  be  the  continuation  of  the  present  system,  on  the  understanding  that 
if  Governors  did  not,  within  a certain  limited  period,  give  a certain  number  of  attendances, 
they  should  cease  to  be  Governors;  that  in  fact  it  should  be  understood  parties  were  not 
appointed  for  their  lives,  and  merely  as  a kind  of  formal  compliment,  but  that  if  they  were 
to  remain  on  the  Board  they  should  be  really  acting,  working  men. 

5503.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  by  which 
representation  might  to  a certain  extent  be  introduced,  namely,  allowing  a proportion  of  the 
members  to  he  named  half-yearly  by  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  counties? — That  might  do  very 
"’ell  if  the  numbers  were  strictly  stated,  and  that  the  Grand  Juries  understood  they  were  to 
put  on  acting  persons.  To  give  you  an  instance:  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  Donegal 
considered  that  the  more  distant  proprietors  of  that  county  were  not  sufficiently  represented, 
and  they  recommended  six  names  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  were  added  to  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  asylum,  and  of  those  six  gentlemen,  five  have  never  attended,  and  they 
couhl  not  be  expocted  to  do  so,  their  residences  are  so  distant  from  the  asylum. 

5504.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  being  ex-o  fficio  mem-  The  Inspectors- 
bera  of  the  Boards? — I think  the  Inspectors  ought,  to  a certain  extent,  have  a certain  weight  General. 

and  controlling  power  which  they  have  not  at  present;  and  whether  that  is  to  be  given  them 
by  calling  them  ex-affieio  members  of  the  Board  or  by  their  attendance  in  any  other  capacity, 

1 cannot  now  say ; I have  not  made  up  my  mind  as  to  which,  would  be  tbe  best  way  of  accom- 
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plishing  tlie  object.  I think  it  would  be  better  if  their  connexion  with  the  Board  were 
in  writing  and  more  authoritative;  that  it  was  part  of  their  duty  to  call  our  attention 
what  they  considered  to  be  deficient.  I think  their  personal  attendance  at  the  Boards  d ° 
not  add  to  the  weight  of  their  recommendations. 

5505.  Do  you  consider  there  should  be  any  central  body  for  the  direction  of  lunatic  affair- 

similar  to  the  Commission  of  Lunacy  in  England  ?—  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  that 
there  were  some  central  authority  like  the  Commission  of  Lunacy  in  England ; hut  it  appear 
to  me  that  the  Commission  of  Lunacy  in  England,  while  they  may  get  information,  have  no 
control,  or,  in  fact,  any  power  even  of  procuring  information;  and  my  reason  for  mentioning 
that  is,  that  on  looking  to  the  accounts  submitted  by  them  to  Parliament  for  the  year  18, r> 
they  state,  that  the  return  does  not  show  from  what  source  the  large  expenditure  of  £98  396' 
in  the  Derby  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  was  raised,  nor  whether  any  and  what  balance  was 
due  or  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year;  and  though  they  make  that  statement,  their  next 
year's  abstract  shows  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Derby  Lunatic  Asylum  had  £2,812  in  his 
hands.at  the  end  of  the  year  1852 ; but  they  give  neither  explanation  nor  comment  of  any 
kind  in  the  accounts  of  1853.  Therefore  I should  think  the  Commission  of  Lunacy  had 
very  little  real  power  in  England.  J 

5506.  I presume  your  observation  applies  more  particularly  to  their  powers  as  regards  the 
public  county  asylums? — Yes;  what  I have  stated  was  with  regard  to  the  public  asylums. 
I am  not  aware  of  their  powers  as  to  private  asylums. 

5507.  Do  you  consider  the  system  by  which  Inspectors  would  be  required  to  make 
reports  to  a central  body  preferable  to  the  present  course  of  proceeding  ? — I think  on  the 
whole,  it  would  be  preferable  to  their  present  mode  of  proceeding,  as  giving  greater  weight 
to  their  representations  than  when  delivered  in  conversation  as  members  of  the  Board.  ° 

5508.  I believe  that  of  late  years  the  Inspectors  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  makinu  any 
report  whatever  on  particular  asylums,  except  so  far  as  the  observations  that  may  be°  con- 
tained in  their  General  Report? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

5509.  Do  you  find  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  asylum  are 
usually  conducted  with  regularity? — Yes,  with  very  great  regularity. 

5510.  I presume  sufficient  minutes  of  the  proceedings  are  recorded  ? They  are  certainly 

very  short,  but,  I think,  sufficient. 

5511.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  generally  very  good?— The  attendance  of  Gover- 
nors is  good.  We  have  a great  number  residing  not  very  far  from  the  city  of  Derry, 
within  a radius  of  five  miles  round  it,  and  we  are  seldom  without  the  number  to  constitute 
a Board. 

5512.  Do  you  find  that  the  Inspectors  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  asylum  at  unexpected 
periods  ?■ — I rather  think  not.  As  I said,  we  have  no  report  or  return  from  them  of  their 
observations,  when  they  come  to  us.  I suppose  their  visits  to  us  are  not  so  frequent  as  to 
other  places. 

5513.  Are  there  any  special  local  regulations  in  the  asylum  beyond  the  rules  of  the  Privy 
Council  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

5514.  I believe  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  are  at  present  advanced  out 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund? — The  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic  asylum  are  at 
present  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund;  half  yearly  the  statement  of  the  accounts, 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  money,  and  the  allocation  amongst  the  counties  is  sent  up  to 
the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  be  levied  off  the  counties.  It  is  a 
return  made  quite  independent  of  any  audit  of  the  accounts,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

5515..  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  requisite  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  should 
be  provided  by  direct  payment  from  the  treasurers  of  the  several  counties,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  gaols . —There  is  no  doubt  it  could  be  done  after  a short  time.  The  change  would  cause 
a large  local  levy  in  the  first  instance. 

5516.  Considering  that  the  districts  usually  consist  of  more  than  one  county,  are  you  of 
opinion  that  difficulty  might  be  experienced  in  providing  sufficient  funds,  if  the  Board  of 

Governors  were  dependent  upon  the  presentment  of  more  than  one  body  ? There  is  no 

doubt  but  there  might  be  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  providing  the  funds.  I was  looking, 
tor  instance,,  within  those  few  days,  at  a statement  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers 
ot  the  counties  of  Derry  and  Donegal ; and  1 perceive  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  has  any 
money  invested  in  Exchequer  bills — that,  in  fact,  they  had  nothing  more  in  their  hands  than 
is  necessary  to  meet  the  current  expenses ; and  I should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  asylum  left 
t0  the  chance  of  an  unfavourable  levy  or  any  casual  payment  under  such  circumstances. 

■p  ii*  a r sipi*  accounts  of  the  several  asvlums  are  audited  by  the  Commissioners  of 
public  Audit.  The  accounts  of  the  several  asylums  are  audited  by  a public  Commission  in 
London.  . They  require  from  us  a monthly  statement  of  the  accounts  to  be  sent  over;  and 
they  require,  further,  the  year’s  accounts  to  be  sent  over  at  a particular  period  for  audit 

he  audit  can  only  be  the  addition  of  the  different  accounts ; and  it  is,  therefore,  for  almost 
any  purpose,  as  an  audit,  quite  useless ; at  the  same  time,  it  must  cause  a good  deal  of  expense 
to  the  country,  and  there  is  a good  deal  of  difficulty  in  explaining  an  expenditure  two  or 
three  years  after  it  has  taken  place — in  finding  the  order  sent  from  Government  for  con- 
nrmmg  an  expenditure  which  has  been  nearly  forgotten.  For  instance,  within  those  few 
months  we  have  been  called  on  to  justify  an  increase  of  salary  which  we  had  given  to  one  of 
our  ofheers  above  three  years  ago.  The  audit,  therefore,  seems  to  me  to  be  of  very  little 
use;  and  it  would  be  much  better  to  give  us  a local  audit,  like  that  given  by  the  auditors 

71 * .00r  ^aw  Commission  of  the  Poor  Law  accounts,  with  an  appeal  to  some  authority  in 
Dublin  in  case  of  any  difficulty. 
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5518.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  the  law  as  regards  the  chargeability  of  Dublm 

the  inmates  of  asylums? -I  think,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  the  best  state  of  the  law  that  can  ' 

be  devised.  When  the  chargeability  of  lunatics  in  Ireland  is  placed  upon  small  districts  the  London^rpi  District 
parties  very  often,  to  save  their  own  district  the  expense,  are  unwilling  to  bring  a lunatic  GeSlSMeof 

m,  and  their  neighbours  are  also  unwilling  that  the  friends  or  relatives  of  the  person  Lunacy. 
should  be  allowed  to  do  so.  The  great  advantage  of  the  district  asylums  is  the  immediate  Sir  R.  A.  Ferguson, 
admission  of  lunatics  into  them;  and  I fear  that  placing  the  chargeability  of  inmates  upon  Bart-> 
small  districts  would  have  the  effect  of  restraining  or  interfering  with"  the  desire  of  the 
friends  of  the  lunatics  to  have  them  admitted. 

5519.  Do  you  consider  that  any  alteration  of  the  law  is  desirable  as  regards  the  charge-  Tha  eWsabmtrof 
ability  of  dangerous  lunatics  ivlio  are  transmitted  from  a gaol  to  an  asylmn,  and  charged  taifes  * 
upon  the  county  to  which  the  gaol  belongs  ?_I  would  keep  them  all,  as  at  present,  eliar“  e- 

able  to  the  county.  I see  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  ascertaining  to  what  other  county 
the  party  would  belong,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  responsibility  to  that  county. 

5520.  With  whom  do  you  consider  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum  Appointment  of 
should  rest  i — I think  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum  had  better  rest  officers  of  asylums, 
with  the  Governors  generally  as  a body,  unless  the  Government  would  undertake  the  pay- 
ment, in  which  case  they  might  have  the  appointments ; or  unless  there  could  be  established 

some  school  for  the  scientific  training  of  persons  to  fill  such  situations,  in  which  case,  of  course, 
the  appointment  should  be  given  to  the  persons  having  the  superintendence  of  the  school! 
whether  the  Government  or  any  other  body  of  Governors. 

5521.  That  training,  however,  might  be  made  a condition  preceding  the  appointment, 
although  the  appointments  might  remain  with  the  local  Governors  ?— It  might  be  made  a 
condition  with  applicants  for  such  situations,  that  they  should  qualify  themselves  at  this 
establishment.  If  a system  of  training  could  be  brought  about  and  established,  it  would  be 
better,  I think,  to  give  the  local  Governors  the  power  of  recommending  persons  for  admission 
to  such  an  establishment. 

5522.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  inferior  officers,  as  attendants,  &c..  with  whom 
Jau  consider  that  should  rest? — I think  it  makes  very  little  difference  with  whom  it 

shou.d  rest,  whether  with  the  Governors  or  the  Superintendent  of  an  asylum.  It  certainly 
should  be  with  either  one  or  the  other.  It  the  Governors  had  confidence  in  die  Superinten- 
dent, I would  leave  it  in  his  hands,  if  it  were  nominally  with  themselves. 

5523.1s  it  your  opinion  the  manager  of  an  asylum  should  be  always  a member  of  the  Medical  men  as 
medical  profession? — I have  very  great  difficulty  about  that;  the  Londonderry  Asylum  lias  resident  managers, 
been  in  operation  since  1829,  under  a non-medical  superintendent.  I see  the  system  insti- 
tuted by  the  English  Act  of  1845  is,  that  there  should  be  either  a resident  medical  superin- 
tendent,  or  a visiting  physician,  who  should  visit  at  least  three  times  a- week,  and  a non- 
medical superintendent— -one  of  the  officers  under  him  to  be  named  a superintendent.  As 
far  as  I can  judge,  I believe  the  Londonderry  Asylum,  under  the  superintendence  of  a non- 
medical attendant,  has  turned  out  as  many  cured  patients  as  any  other  institution  of  the 
kind;  I would,  therefore,  doubt  whether  it  should  be  made  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
superintendent  should  be  a medical  man ; at  the  same  time,  there  are  of  course  great  advan- 
tages in  having  such  a person. 

5524.  Has  any  inconvenience  arisen  from  the  absence  of  a medical  person  in  the  asylum 
on  any  occasion? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

5525.  In  case  of  attempted  suicide,  or  sudden  illness,  would  not  the  absence  of  a medical 
attendant  lead  to  serious  consequences? — It  might  lead  to  serious  consequences  in  such  an 

I am. not  aware  of  any  case  of  the  kind  having  occurred. 

552b.  Supposing  the  law  to  require  that  the  manager  of  an  asylum  should  he  a medical 
mai}’ you  consider  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  a visiting  or  consulting  physician? 

— Ihat  does,  not  seem  to  he  necessary  by  law  in  England,  and  I confess  I do  not  see  the 
necessity  for  it.  I think  the  medical  superintendent  ought  to  be  a person  who  would  have 
e power,  if  he  thought  fit,  of  calling  in  others  to  assist  him  with  their  advice  from  time  to 
une ; but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  have  a medical  superintendent,  there  is  not  the  same 
necessity  for  a visiting  physician. 

. Do  you  consider  that  the  services  of  a medical  man  of  sufficient  professional  stand- 
mg  ana  ability  could  be  procured  for  the  salary  now  given? — I should  doubt  that  they 
could  be  secured  in  all  cases. 

fh  1 ^ ^eTQ  G^laP^a^ns  appointed  to  the  Derry  Asylum  ? — There  have  been  three  Chaplains, 

chaplains  appointed  at  the  Londonderry  Asylum.  They  have  been  appointed  for  a consider- 
able number  of  years.  When  they  were  first  appointed",  our  visiting  physician,  Dr.  Francis 
°gan,  who  is  I believe  one  of  the  most  eminent  provincial  physicians  in  Ireland,  was 
opposed  to  their  appointment.  The  Board  of  Governors  were  rather  doubtful  about  the 
ma  out  as  it  was  pressed  upon  us,  we  agreed  to  give  it  a trial  for  a time.  We  have  been 
jery  fortunate  in  the  parties  who  have  been  our  chaplains,  and  we  found  the  greatest 
vantage  to  result  from  the  celebration  of  divine  service,  so  much  so,  that  I might  mention, 
gave  a very  strong  testimonial  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains. 

^ r Relieve  by  a recent  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Board  of  Governors  have  the  Superannuation  of 
F>wer  of  superannuating  the  officers  of  the  institution? — By  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session,  officers- 
the  A °,Ve5nors  have  had  the  power  of  superannuating  given  to  them.  Having  introduced 
snrvo  Ct’  * m.ay  3ay  that  I think  it  quite  right  the  Governors  should  have  a certain  power  of 
to~tion.  How  far  it  should  go,  I do  not  say.  I am  doubtful  whether  it  should  be 
from6  S&fiie  exte?t  as  *h®  English  Act,  which  enables  them  to  superannuate  parties  incapable 
confirmed  sickness,  age,  or  infirmity,  of  executing  their  offices  in  person,  in  which  cases 

2 F 2 
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Dobun.  the  justices  at  Quarter  Sessions  may  grant  such  annuity  as  thev,  in  their  discretion  shall  tV  l 
Londonderry  District  Proportionate  to  the  merits  and  time  of  service  of  'such  officer,  provided  that’ the  a<S,l 
Asylum — amount  shall  not  exceed  two-tlurds  of  the  salary  payable  at  the  time  of  the  retirement  t 
General  State  of  think  these  terms  are  too  vague;  I think  there  ought  to  be  a limit  according  to  1 t 

Sir  4ettabSmeS.0tbS  **** #"toa’ “ 4e El’SW‘  Aot- t0  tI,e offl“ra  rel£“ 

5530.  Do  yon  find  that  tlio  wages  given  to  tile  inferior  attendants  of  tlie  establish™.,,, 
are  sufficient  to  secure  persons  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  insane  1 

fornnl  them  sufficient:  tlie  wages  ore  good,  their  dietary  is  hotter  than  elsewhere  and  XT 
have  premiums  given  them  at  Christinas,  if  they  have  been  more  than  a year  in’ tile  os  7 
Iishment  without  complaint.  I have  reason  to  believe  they  have  money  saved  and  tU 
seem  most  anxious  to  retain  their  situations.  ’ ueF 

in  reifdiire?— No"  OS“miimtio" tako  Plae8  in‘° tlleir  qualifications— us  regards  their  proficiency 

5532.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  usually  have  before  them  tile  several  hooks  which 

manager  is  required  to  keep?— The  Board  of  Governors  usually  have  tlie  hooks  before  them 
but  there  is  not  the  power  in  them  of  making  that  examination  which  they  ought  to  hiv. 
Two  years  ago  we  found  that  the  clerk  had  omitted  filling  up  a great  number  of  the  books 
lhat  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  makes  me  think  an  audit  oil  the  spot,  like  that  of  the  Poor 
Law  accounts,  where  tlie  auditor  would  see  the  books  had  been  kept  regularly,  would 
desirable.  I he  examination  of  tlie  books  is  extremely  slight.  J 

5533.  Is  there  any  visiting  committee  or  subordinate '"'board?— No;  we  always  think  it 

better  to  do  without  a visiting  committee  or  subordinate  board.  J 

5534.  Do  not  the  Privy  Council  regulations  require  the  appointment,  of  a visitino-  com 
nutteer — I hey  may  require  it,  hut  I do  not  think  we  have  ever  acted  upon  it.  ° 

__  _ v_  _ . 5535-  Wliat  provision  is  made  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  establishment  for  the 

ium;  baths,  heating,  5511  PPy  and  C°M  water  to  baths? — The  internal  arrangements  of  the  asylum  I have 

ventilation.  stated  are  very  much  interfered  with  by  the  overcrowding.  There  is  not,  I may  say  anv 

suPP\y  of  water  regularly  laid  on ; they  are  obliged  to  can-y  the  water  to  a bath-house 
053(5.  Is  it  the  case  that  tlie  lavatories  in  the  wards  were  done  away  with  to  make  room 
tor  an  additional  number  of  patients? .Yes. 

5537.  Where,  then,  are  the  patients  washed? — In  the  yard. 

5538.  Is  there  any  system  in  operation  for  warming  tlie  asylum?—' There  has  been  an 
apparatus  put  up  for  warming  it  with  hot  water  through  pipes,  hut  tlie  pipes  are  too  small, 

swPt ,F’”d  m?.re.ullon  “PP'j  of  blankets  and  covering  tor  the  patients, 

ftom  Malft?-We  ‘™d  ‘o  improve  the  ventilation  in  the  cells 

nZis ”***  Ventilatio"'  T1‘“8  “ « 

tri™ts'm,wbSySte?  °f  s“Plo.™eIlt  «™d  out  extensively  in  the  establishment  ?-We 
few  employment  as  we  possibly  can,  principally  out-door  labour,  and  some  are 

emrdovid?0  T ‘"5  tllElt  ^ ”atr°”  lms  femnle  P^ents  under  control,  and  properly 
suuerimm.W  i!  T “i  “1“  ^ceedrngly  active  woman;  she  is  the  wife  of  tlii 
superintendent,  who  has  been  lately  superannuated. 

jjjjff-  Are  ‘ice  water-closets  in  the  establishment  ?_I  believe  not 

of  lie  ,C?  ‘T8  lrT  the  of  the  privies  ?_I  think  that  is  one 

ZSJT?  p wlu811  °nT.  establishment  has  suffered  very  much  from  the  want  of  room. 
55M.  1 believe  there  is  a considerable  quantity  of  ground  which  is  available  tor  the 
KStei**,"*  iatl8nts’— We  ,'aTe  got  a considerable  quantity  of  ground,  and  we 
554?  a larger  proportion,  and  we  Stall  get  ns  much  l we  can  for  spade  labour. 

nlaeadevotTcfrer  ^ 1 ‘^e  “e  ohapkms  appointed  for  tlie  institution,  is  there  any 

wmffifa  ™ worship?  There  is  not  any  place  specially  devoted  for  religion's 
’ri^8  USe  °He  °f  tB®  largest  rooms  for  the  purpose.  S 

erection  rf?  tT  made  t0  llle  Board  °f  with  the  view  to  the 

Mns  ven  f HT"1  do  remember  any  application  being  made;  the  chap 

McuTrinlrj;o7»  t0  d“°Ur  l8Stfcr  *“■»>“  ‘la‘  ‘hLwoddhegreS 

resSIt  hasthhJof  °f  ?eollani'al  restraint  general  in  the  asylum?— I believe  very  little 
differen  i d f ““KT*  *7  a8yI,Im ; on  ^ contrary,  those  parties  who  at 

oice  sh-ncl^ teen  brought  from  the  gaols  absolutely  in  irons,  the  irons  have  been  at 
5548  Wiff;™’  ■ b8  m°?11  restraint  of  the  institution  found  sufficient, 
would  vou  onnridj  tlf  °Plmon  ^7?  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  being  medical  men; 

55«  A?»To  S?  ftontml  requisite  ?-I  should  consider  that  an  essential  requisite, 

here  of theuS  , T * m,E?Sk,ld  h“>f  of  the  paid  Commissioners  of  Lunacy  are  mem- 

no?awa  e and7lle,  ott”:r  half  me“iers  of  the  medical  profession  ?-I  was 

legal  men  dlstm.otl°n  1 the  lunatics  m England  are  so  much  of  a higher  class,  that 

a required  on  that  account.  & 

of  inanpf'tifvn  P.resence  one  medical  commissioner  is  usual  on  all  occasions 

comnSio^r  ,Gommissloners  ot  Lunacy  in  England?— I should  think  one  medical 
commissioner  would  be  necessary  at  an  inspection. 

clothirit  Satistfie4  with  tlie  clothing  and  dietary  provided  for  the  inmates?— The 

Son  werkhtse  " V8r-T  «°°d,’  s“Perior  Aat  of  the  same  class  when  in  the 

SXrfstarTtmTSSame  refarl”ffers  also  the  bshrUng;  and  though  the  bed  is 
cnieny  ot  straw,  it  must  he  remembered  that  would  he  the  bedding  to  which  a return  patient 
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would  most  probably  resort  on  being  discharged  as  cured.  With  regard  to  the  dietary,  it 
is  certainly  superior,  both  in  variety  and  in  amount  of  nutriment,  to  the  dietaries  of'  the 
workhouses;  and  on  reference  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Senior,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioner, 
given  before  the  Committee  on  Poor  Removal  in  1855,  it  appears  that  the  dietaries  in  the 
Irish  workhouses  contain,  of  dry  nutriment,  18-65  ounces,  and  of  azotised  nutriment,  4-4 ; 
whereas  in  the  English  workhouses,  the  dietaries  contain,  of  dry  nutriment,  only  15-50,  and 
of  azotised  nutriment,  3-90  ounces  daily,  although  the  dietaries  both  in  the  workhouses  and 
asylums  in  Ireland  are  of  a more  farinaceous  or  vegetable  character  than  in  England.  There 
is  less  meat.  It  has  been  our  object  to  make  the  dietary  better,  so  as  to  raise  the  health  of 
the  inmates ; and  it  is  better  than  the  parties  would  receive  outside,  when  discharged  as  cured. 

5552.  The  character  of  the  dietary  is  similar  to  that  which  they  are  accustomed  to  in 
ordinary  life,  but  the  quantity  is  such  as  patients  in  that  condition  would  require  ?— Yes. 

5553.  Is  there  any  library  of  books  kept,  or  means  of  amusement  or  entertainments  pro- 
vided for  the  patients? — There  may  be  a library  of  books,  but  it  must  be  very  limited  if 
there  be  any.  There  is  no  attempt  at  instruction  or  amusement. 
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Waterford,  5th  February,  1857. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Waterford  District  Asylum. 

Captain  John  Dobbs,  sworn  and  examined. 

5554.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  manager  of  the  Waterford  District  Asvlum? 
— Since  1841. 

5555.  Is  the  asylum  merely  one  for  the  county  and  county  of  the  city  of- Waterford 
Yes,  the  county  and  the  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford. 

5556.  What  is  the  present  number  of  inmates  of  the  asylum?— One  hundred  and 

teen— sixty-five  females  and  fifty-four  males.  U Ume‘ 

5557.  Is  the  asylum  at  present  full?— There  are  eleven  vacancies ; the  full  number  is  130 

5558.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  are  any  lunatics  in  the  workhouses  of  the  county  or 
not?— I am  sure  there  are  idiots  and  incurables.  I am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  who 
require  to  be  sent  here.  I sent  some  blank  forms  to  the  workhouse  here  and  at  Dun- 
gar  van,  but  they  have  not  filled  them  up  or  sent  in  any  one  upon  them. 

5559.  As  far  as  you  can  form  an  opinion,  is  the  asylum  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the 
county  and  county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  ?— At  present  it  is  fully  adequate.  We  have 
been  full,  particularly  on  the  female  side;  we  are  occasionally  very  full. 

5560.  Were  there  any  applications  before  the  Board,  at  their  last  meeting,  for  admission 

which  were  rejected  ? — None.  ' 

5561.  In  what  way  are  patients  admitted  into  this  asylum?— A person  must  he  sworn  to 

he  a_  pauper- — a persou  unahle  to  maintain  himself  or  herself ; and  there  must  bo  a medical 
certificate  signed  by  a medical  officer,  and  a certificate  Bigned  by  a clergyman  and  a maeis- 
trate  of  the  county.  ° 

5562.  Is  there  any  restriction  in  the  form  of  application  in  reference  to  persons  who  are 
idiots  and  epileptics?— There  was  when  I first  came  here;  latterly  they  were  directed  to 
be  received,  and  we  have  received  both  idiots  and  epileptics  when  they  were  dangerous- 
admitted  n<>t  COnSlderetl  that  tm  idiot’  for  ^stance,  who  is  perfectly  harmless,  should  be 

S?'  ™nd  S1  your  form  is  not  STOlr“s  excludes  idiots  and  epileptics  ?_No,  it  is  not 

5064.  When  the  application  is  perfected,  is  it  brought  before  tile  Board  for  their  con- 
sideration, previous  to  the  admission  of  the  patient?— The  Board  allow  the  physician  and 
manager  to  receive  the  patient.  1 J 

5565.  What  power,  therefore,  do  the  Board  exercise,  as  regards  the  admission  and  selec- 
tion of  patients  ?— If  there  is  any  difficulty  about  a case  it  is  brought  before  the  Board 
and  the  cases  are  entered  every  Board  day  in  the  proceedings. 

5566.  It  appeal's,  from  what  you  have  stated,  that  the  admission  of  the  patients  is  merely 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board  ?— Yes,  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board. 

5567.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  regulations  state  that  every  patient  must  he 

admitted  upon  a special  direction  by  the  Board,  -unless  in  cases  of  urgency,  when  tile  phy- 
SZ'.'S ' £?  aH*orlty.  stating  upon  the  face  of  his  order  4e  grounds  upon 

which  he  aete?— The  late  physician,  the  late  Dr.  Cnmming-his  idea  was,  thit  every  indl- 
tn Yl7ni°slnfT  L”"*’  a'Kl  retln™S  ?“  fi*™  idle  an  asylum,  is  an  urgent  case,  entitled 
SlS  lib  l e!  “ a '"?c“oy  for  hlm'  demise  the  sooner  a case  of  tie  hind  is  treated 
the  more  likely  the  person  is  to  recover;  while  if- the  person  is  kept  out  of  the  asylum,  and 
de‘fAedofr0m  treatment>  “ "F*"**  ™y  injuriously  upon  him  7 

rest  with  the  practically  the  regulation  o'f  the  Privy  Council  requires  the  discretion  should 
the  doctors  SS  n4  n°l  ™ Vf  doct?1;f— So appears,  except  that  in  a case  of  urgency 
wonfd  terl  atMld  rf  he  conPders  tlie  case  to  bo  such.  It  was  considered  it 

W inert- 7 a?on  IT5”*5  “mi"«  * distance  to  require  them  to  be 

I W ^ d ordel' t0  ba  “craved.  In  cases  of  individuals  coming 

SeTtSly  msS  a W“k  PaSSeS  lrf°re  WC  0M1  rerceive  or  come  ‘0  a conclusion  that  they 

nrene^'dl8.4!;6  S'?  of.*e  institution  is  allowed  to  admit  all  the  applicants  he  thinks 
M^dSl  P y a tlle  of  the  Privy  Council  rules,  by  stating  upon  the 

Lin  a m ortdo  ground  upon  which  he  admits?_He  does  not.  P 

decide  °”4  ■d?le«;t?  tWs  ?ower  admission  to  the  doctor,  does  it  leave  him  to 

site  of  StlSrSnl.  I“t*ent3  m“Si°n  Wilh  rafaence  merely  fo  hi?  P!u'‘iculaI 

adudssioireif  iSS  *7  fiS  °rsiderations  which  should  he  taken  into  account  in  the 
dtv  of  Waterford  1 1,8  Tf7’  wMwr  ““  P™  belongs  to  the  county  or 

St  ” Pr‘  lf  mlaWe  t0  “dntain  himselF?-We  cannot  say 

? " “ not  a wIlen  ‘here  is  an  affidavit  stating  he  is. 

merelv  bv  »3daT6  * m;,°,,rer  “V'Tc8  11,6  Bo“d  consider  they  are  not  to  he  hound 
Si  t Z -7  I6gm  a “ there  was  anT  evidence  to  counteract  or  con- 

5573  Do  S Be  ^d  W0,lld  be  n?CKSary  to  ™ie  “ into  the  ease. 

5573.  Do  the  Board  ever  mvestigate  a case  with  reference  to  the  qualifications  of  a 
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lunatic  for  admission,  after  the  doctor  has  ordered  him  to  be  admitted  ? — The  doctor  fre- 
quently brings  them  before  the  Board  where  there  is  any  difficulty  in  the  cases. 

5574.  Are  the  Board  of  Governors  at  present  satisfied  that  the  patients  in  the  institution 
are  patients  who  should  be  received  without  payment? — Some  have  an  idea  that  there  are 
patients  who  might  pay  something.  They  directed  me  to  select  against  the  next  Board 
day  such  cases  as  there  appears  to  be  any  suspicion  about. 

5575.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  pretty  regular? — It  is  regular  latterly. 

5576-  Have  there  been  occasions  on  which  a quorum  of  the  Board  have  not  assembled 
upon  the  appointed  day? — There  have  been  occasions. 

5577.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  appoint  a visiting  committee,  or  any  portion  of  their 
body,  to  inspect  the  house  and  see  their  orders  carried  out? — They  did  appoint  a committee 
at  one  time,  but  they  ceased  to  act. 

5578.  Do  the  Governors  themselves  visit  the  institution? — Yes,  on  the  Board  days,  and 
occasionally  individuals  come. 

5579.  Do  they  go  through  the  asylum  on  those  occasions? — They  do.  They  do  not  all 
go;  they  depute  perhaps  one  or  two. 

5580.  Are  there  any  special  local  regulations  for  the  government  of  this  asylum  besides 
the  Privy  Council  rules  ? — I sent  up  a copy  of  them  to  the  Commission. 

5581.  Are  you  empowered  by  the  Governors  to  appoint  the  several  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution ? — That  was  the  regulation  at  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  and  it  has  never  been 
reversed.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  appoints  the  chaplains  and  such  officers. 

5582.  The  Privy  Council  regulation  appeal’s  to  give  you  the  power  of  appointing  the 
servants  only,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

5583.  Is  that  the  manner  in  which  they  are  now  appointed? — Yes. 

5584.  Does  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  of  the  establishment  reside  upon  the  premises? — No. 

5585.  Is  it  by  permission  of  the  Board  that  he  does  not  reside? — Yes. 

5586.  Was  it  by  minute  of  the  Board  that  the  storekeeper  was  permitted  to  reside  off 
the  premises  ? — Yes. 

5587.  What  quantity  of  land  is  attached  to  the  institution? — There  are  fourteen  English 
acres  altogether.  The  exact  quantity  is  stated  in  one  of  the  returns  I sent  up. 

5588.  Is  it  of  sufficient  extent  to  enable  you  to  employ  on  the  grounds  the  male  patients 
who  are  capable  of  working? — Quite  sufficient.  There  is  a great  deal  of  spade  culture. 

5589.  Is  there  any  infirmary  attached  to  the  establishment? — There  is  not. 

5590.  Has  the  question  of  erecting  an  infirmary  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  ? — It  has. 

5591.  What  determination  was  arrived  at? — I was  directed  to  write  to  the  Inspectors  on 
the  subject;  they  never  gave  a decided  answer. 

5592.  Was  that  a letter  soliciting  the  opinion  of  the  Inspectors  themselves? — Yes. 

5593.  Is  there  a chapel  attached  to  the  institution? — There  is  a room  used  as  such. 

5594.  It  would  appear  from  the  return  you  have  furnished  that  as  many  as  sixty-four 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  have  at  times  attended  divine  worship  there? — Yes. 

5595. 1 presume  that  the  persons  who  may  attend  Roman  Catholic  worship  would  amount 
to  a lai’ger  number,  including  the  servants  of  the  establishment? — Yes.  As  to  the  servants, 
there  is  only  one  from  each  division  attends  to  take  charge  of  the  patients  going.  The 
other  servants  who  cannot  attend  go  to  divine  worship  outside  the  asylum. 

5596.  Can  you  state  the  dimensions  of  the  room  where  the  service  is  performed? — 
Eighteen  feet  by  twenty-four. 

5597.  Has  the  question  of  the  erection  of  a chapel  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  ? — No. 

5598.  Has  it  ever  been  represented  by  the  Inspectors  that  such  a building  was  necessary? 
— I do  not  particularly  remember  that  it  has  been. 

5599.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  baths  in  the  establishment? — Quite  sufficient.  We 
use  the  lower  ones,  which  we  can  supply  both  with  hot  and  cold  water ; we  do  not  use  the 
upper  ones ; we  have  a public  bath  in  the  yard. 

5600.  Is  the  asylum  lighted  with  gas? — No. 

5601.  Are  the  arrangements  for  the  ventilation  of  the  different  cells  adequate? — I think 
they  are. 

5602.  How  are  the  corridors  heated  ? — By  stoves. 

5603.  Are  there  any  water-closets  in  the  establishment? — There  is  only  one  in  the  upper 
female  ward ; there  are  privies  in  all  the  other  parts. 

5604.  Are  they  in  the  yards? — Yes,  in  the  yards. 

5605.  Is  the  sewerage  satisfactory? — I think  so. 

5606.  Are  the  female  patients  extensively  employed  in  working  for  the  institution? — As 
much  as  possible ; the  greater  portion  of  them. 

5607.  State  more  fully  how  the  females  are  employed? — At  spinning,  knitting,  making 
shirts,  clothing,  and  bedding. 

5608.  Are  they  able  to  make  up  all  the  clothing  required  for  the  establishment? — Yes. 

5609.  Are  the  shoes  for  the  establishment  made  by  male  patients? — All. 

5610. 1 believe  you  supply  the  patients  with  slippers  for  use  in  the  house  ? — Yes,  they 
have  both  slippers  and  shoes. 

5611.  Do  the  patients  employed  out  of  doors  put  off  their  shoes  and  put  on  slippers  when 
coming  in  from  work  ? — Yes. 

5612.  Do  you  find  that  tends  to  keep  the  day  rooms  and  passages  cleaner  than  they  would 
otherwise  be? — We  do. 
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5613.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  patients  regularly  to  chancre  the! 

shoes  when  coming  from  work ; has  it  caused  any  irritation  amongst  them? No.  ° ^ 

5614.  Are  there  any  books  kept  for  the  use  of  the  inmates? — We  have  a library 

5615.  Do  you  find  that  it  is  much  used? — There  are  a few  who  like  reading-  ,mn 

cannot  read.  ° ’ an7 

5616.  Is  there  any  school  instruction  for  those  who  cannot  read?— We  had  schools  here 

I had  one  in  each  division,  and  I had  got  National  school  books.  There  seemed  to  he  a 
objection  to  my  interfering  at  all  about  them,  and  there  is  no  school  now.  aa 

5617.  Do  you  refer  to  the  rule  made  by  the  Board  that  you  are  prohibited  from  ill 

interference  with  school  instruction  ? Yes.  u 

5618.  Are  we  to  understand  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  instruct  anv  of  tU 
patients  since  that  period?— There  has  been  no  attempt  of  the  kind  made. 

5619.  Are  the  Board  aware  that  there  is  no  school? — I presume  so. 

5620.  Is  restraint  much  used  in  the  asylum? — Very  little. 

5621.  What  restraint  is  usually  practised? — Straps  for  the  arms. 

5622.  Who  keeps  the  instruments  of  restraint ? — I do. 

5623.  Have  there  been  any  complaints  of  ill-treatment  of  patients  by  the  attendants?— 
Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

them?4  y vPPearS  fr°m  tlle  minutes  of  tlle  Board  tllat  such  cases  have  been  brought  before 

5625.  Are  the  attendants  who  were  guilty  of  that  ill-treatment  still  in  the  establishment? 
— lhey  were  reprimanded. 

ttIVC  any  ^urdler  complaints  been  made  against  the  same  individuals  since? No 

o627.  How  many  chaplains  are  attached  to  the  institution  ?— Two. 

5628.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  with  reference  to  the  payment  of  chaplains  ?— Yes  • in 
consequence  of  the  decision  in  the  Belfast  case,  the  Audit  Office  considered  the  appoint- 
ment of  chaplains  illegal,  and  they  disallowed,  from  the  year  1854,  the  payment  for  chaplains 
they  were  paid  by  us  up  to  the  time  of  that  disallowance.  They  have  not  been  paid  for 
the  last  two  months.  1 

. 5629.  Did  it  appear  from  the  correspondence  that  the  Andit  Office  considered  the  dec!- 
Yes  m the  ™ fast  CME  “®fcoted  *0  legality  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains  generally?- 

5630.  Hare  representations  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Audit  to  explain  that  that  ms 
not  the  case? — Yes. 

jj®  jj*  gas  any  reply  been  received  to  these  representations  ?— No. 

5?  JJ*  t !°n"  is  h si],1ce  these  representations  have  been  made  ?— On  the  29th  December. 
Jbdd.  is  seclusion  much  practised  in  the  establishment?— No. 

-pof'  S,t  ierc  anY  podded  room?— We  had  padded  rooms,  but  they  are  now  cells. 
Win?;  i 67  ai'e,  present  in  the  condition  of  padded  rooms?— No;  we  found  it 

° Sr  °iVep  SU?  patients  undor  tlie  charge  of  an  attendant. 

Prnvl-L,  nyT  iGrP  tke  SeT1;1’  b,°?ks  required  by  the  regulations:  the  General  Register, 
T Book»  Dehvery  and  Clothing  Book,  Morning  Statement  Book,  &c.?— The  clerk 
keeps  them,  under  my  direction. 

frias  TVu  lytornt  daily  entered  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book  ?-Yes. 

563b.  Is  the  Minute  Book  kept  by  you? Yes. 

Y^5639.  Do  you  regularly  inspect  the  provisions  that  are  received  in  the  establishment?— 

S?'  n tllG  suP^|y  ?f  previsions  satisfactory  as  regards  quality?— Yes. 

5b41  Do  you  daily  inspect  the  whole  of  the  establishment?—!  do. 
rcaY  t ° y0U  mspect  tll<?  wards  at  night?— Yes. 

S™-  5 thfe  any  nisbt  watch  in  the  establishment?— No. 
does^the  diwJ?  Stattf  ^ tllG  P°Wer  ofaPP°intin^  servants  was  left  to  you— with  whom 

for7  then.  dismiss^, 

the  Inspectors  visit  the  asylum? — Sometimes  twice  a month, 
sometimes  pei haps  once  in  two  months,  or  a little  longer. 

the  ocLbn  She^&ct  °f  ^ ^ “ *»  «?»“  - 

acre'  io  t5\at  liroug-!t  before  the  Board  at  the  next  meeting? — Yes 
here ’they  do.  atten<1  “ “emhers  of  the  Board  ?-Whenever  they  are 

565n:  fhe&Tn8  lni  I?rS  t]lf  Proceedings  like  the  other  members?— Yes. 
Auffit, as you Ze ^sLted?-Ye°s  !“7lm,‘  a,ldilei  tIla  Commissioned  of  Public 

565?  l!P™  'liat  Per5ot'.ara  th8y  atdited  ?— UP  t0  tIle  Year  ending  the  31st  March,  1855. 
the  semiinnT,?ofl  P,’T  -TT'  Statement  that  “ considerable  time  elapses  between 
time  S Sir  °f  “0“™*?  °f  expenditure  and  their  final  audit  by  the  Commissioners  ?_The 
uni®  13  snorter  now  than  it  was  heretofore. 

queries  of  eXperi.e,,Ced  « satisfactory  information  in  reply  to  the 

SriV* T'  °™«  “>  *>»  length  of  time  (hit  may  have  elapsed  ?-Yes, 
the  delav  has  hear  e ls  ;L  disallowance.  It  creates  great  confusion,  as  in  a case  where 
oontinuS  il.Aich,pl  tT,  Years,  and  the  payment  disallowed  has  been 

were  going  on  f?r  years™6'  1 ^ **  mstmce’ t,Ie  oaso  °f  chaplains,  whose  payments 
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5654. 1 understand  that  in  the  case  you  put  there  would  be  three  years’  expenditure  or  Waterpohd. 
payment  of  chaplains’  salaries,  which  may  yet  be  disallowed  by  the  Board  of  Audit  if  they  nr , /TV,. . • * 
persevere  in  the  opinion  they  have  expressed? — Yes.  3 

5655.  Up  to  what  period  have  the  accounts  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Audit?— Up  Captain  John  Dobbs, 
to  the  31st  January. 

5656.  Are  any  female  attendants  employed  on  the  male  side  of  the  asylum?— Yes,  there  Female  attendants 

is  a nurse  and  three  assistants.  on  the  male  side. 


5657.  What  particular  duties  do  they  discharge  on  the  male  side? — They  clean  the  house, 
mend  the  clothes  of  the  men,  and  look  after  the  bedding. 

5658.  They  sleep  on  the  female  side,  I presume? — They  do. 

5659.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  arise  from  the  employment  of  females  on  the 
male  side  ? — I have  not  found  any. 

5660.  Has  it  been  always  the  practice?— We  got  men  to  do  the  business,  and  the  arrange- 
ment was  very  bad;  we  never  could  get  men  to  do  the  duties  properly. 

5661.  Formerly  the  practice  was  as  it  is  at  present? — Yes,  from  the  commencement,  and 
we  tried  the  other  mode,  as  I have  stated,  for  a short  time. 


The  Venerable  Robert  Bell , Archdeacon  of  Waterford,  sworn  and  examined.  The  Venerable 

T , ii-  ....  „ _ Robert  Bell. 

5662.  1 believe  you  are  chaplain  to  tins  institution? — Yes. 

5663.  Have  you  held  that  office  for  any  length  of  time?— I think,  since  1848. 

5664.  Is  divine  service  performed  regularly  on  Sundays  in  the  institution  ? — Yes.  Religious  minis- 

5665.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  that  are  made  for  the  celebration  of  divine  trations. 
worship? — They  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose. 

5666.  I presume  you  are  in  the  habit,  of  visiting  the  patients  of  your  persuasion  at  occa- 
sional periods?— Yes,  they  are  visited  generally  every  week. 

5667.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  religious  ministrations  Opinion  as  to, 
for  persons  whose  mental  faculties  are  impaired  ? — My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  favourable 

to  it,  and  I think  I have  had  sufficient  experience  of  the  institution  to  justify  the  opinion. 

5668.  Have  you  occasionally  found  cases  where  you  considered  it  would  lie  imprudent  to 
communicate  with  the  patient  on  religious  matters? — Yes. 

5669.  I presume  you  would  be  governed  in  a great  degree  by  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
attendant  in  such  a ease? — If  lie  thought  it  inadvisable  to  speak  to  a patient,  of  course  I 
would. 

5670.  After  the  answers  you  have  made  I need  scarcely  ask  you  whether  you  think  a 
patient,  being  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  religious  worship,  would  feel  the  deprivation 
considerably  ? — I think  some  of  them  would  feel  it  very  much  indeed.  There  are  at  present, 
in  my  mind,  instances  of  persons  who  went  out  cured,  and  who,  when  sane,  expressed  to  me 
their  sense  of  the  value  of  such  ministrations. 

5671.  Are  such  books  ns  you  might  require  for  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  furnished 
by  the  Board?— I have  not  tusked  the  Board  myself  for  any,  but  I am  sure  they  would  give 
me  whatever  I asked  for. 

5672.  Are  they  provided  with  proper  books? — Most  of  them  are. 

5673.  Having  had  frequent  opportunities  of  visiting  the  establishment  have  you  found  it  Management  oft 
conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  ? — I think  it  a remarkably  well-conducted  institution.  dietary ' tlie 

5674.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  the  food  which  is  fuimished  to  the  patients? — I 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  it ; I see  it  occasionally. 

5675.  Do  you  consider  that  the  dietary  supplied  to  the  patients  is  adequate? — I should 
think  so  ; I have  never  Heard  any  complaints  from  them  about  it.  I have  not  attended 
pecially  to  that. 

5676.  Do  you  consider  the  establishment  of  a school  in  the  institution  would  be  an  advan-  Instruction. ' 
tage? — I think  it  might.  There  have  not  been  many  of  my  own  religious  persuasion,  since 

I have  been  chaplain,  who  stood  very  much  in  need  of  a school. 

5677.  Are  you  in  attendance  on  the  days  the  Board  meet? — No,  they  do  not  ask  for  my 
attendance. 


The  Very  Rev.  Edward  Newenham  Hoare,  Dean  of  Waterford,  sworn  and  examined.  v‘  Edwari1 

- Hewenham  Hoare. 

5678. 1 believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Waterford  Lunatic  Asylum? — I am. 

5679.  Have  you  acted  as  Governor  for  many  years? — Since  the  year  1851.  I was 
appointed  by  Lord  Clarendon. 

5680.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  usually  large? — No,  it  is  not  large;  three  or  four 
is  tlie  usual  number. 

5681.  Do  you  find  that  the  attendance  is  more  on  the  part  of  the  Governors  who  belong  Attendance  of 

to  the  city  of  Waterford  than  of  those  who  belong  to  the  county  ? — Entirely  on  the  part  of  OomnSttee  Vl8ltins 
those  belonging  to  the  city.  I never  saw  one  of  the  county  attending. 

5682.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Board  of  Governors  have  not  appointed  any  visiting 
committee  or  any  portion  of  their  body  to  see  that  their  directions  are  carried  out  in  the 
asylum? — No,  I have  not  heard  of  any  such  appointment. 

5683.  Are  you  aware  the  Privy  Council  regulations  of  1843  contemplated  the  appointment 
of  such  a local  board  ? — I was  not  aware  of  it.  It  is  usual  when  the  Board  meet,  for  one  of 
the  Governors,  or  two,  perhaps,  to  go  through  the  asylum.  I have  done  so  myself. 

5684.  Are  you  satisfied  that  a sufficient  inspection  of  the  establishment  is  made  on  those 
occasions  to  enable  the  Governors  to  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  properly  conducted  ? — 1 
think  such  a committee  as  you  refer  to  would  be  a great  improvement  on  that.  The 
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inspection  I speak  of  is  done  only  on  the  days  the  Board  meet,  and,  of  course,  we  are  th 
expected.  n 

5685.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  of"  Lunatic  Asylums  being  members  of  tb 

Board  of  Governors? — I think  it  is  desirable  that  they  should,  in  order  that  we  may  hay6 
the  advantage  of  their  advice  when  they  are  on  the  spot.  We  seldom  have  them  in 
attendance ; we  had  Dr.  White  present  on  the  last  Board  day,  and  he  gave  us  some  useful 
information,  and  made  some  good  suggestions.  I think  it  is  important  that  they  should 
attend.  J a 

5686.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  asylum  is  sufficiently  extensive  for  the  wants  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Waterford? — Yes,  I think  it  is. 

5687. 1 believe  there  are  paying  patients  in  this  establishment? — None. 

5688.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  paying  patients  into  an 

asylum  erected  for  lunatic  poor? — I was  always  of  opinion  it  was  not  possible  to  do  it  under 
the  existing  law  till  Dr.  White  explained  on  the  last  Board  day  that  it  may  be  done.  I think 
it  is  a difficult  question,  and  there  might  be  serious  objections  against  admitting  such  patients 
The  difficulties  that  I see  arise  are,  first,  it  is  a question  whether  the  State  provision  should  be 
made  available  for  persons  who  can  contribute  something  towards  their  own  support ; secondly 
the  danger  of  interference  with  private  asylums  for  the  reception  of  such  persons-  ana 
again,  the  probability  that  the  friends  of  such  persons  would  expect  a mode  of  treat- 
ment as  to  dietary  and  other  comforts  better  man  what  was  ordinarily  given  to  the 
pauper  inmates,  and  such  a division  of  those  classes,  I think,  would  be  highly  objectionable 
There  would  be  also  a danger  of  their  being  first  admitted  for  payment,  and  after  having 
them  admitted  the  parties  declining  to  continue  the  payments  or  reducing  them  in  amount 
and  eventually  leaving  the  lunatics  to  be  supported  altogether  out  of  the  rates.  These  are 
the  difficulties  that  I see  in  the  way ; but,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would 
appear  to  be  desirable  that  there  should  be  some  plan  of  relief  for  persons  who  are  not  able 
to  pay  for  their  maintenance  in  a private  asylum.  We  are  obliged  to  take  those  cases  in  as 
paupers,  and  we  certainly  have  known  cases  in  which  parties  were  admitted  as  paupers  who 
could  have  paid.  1 1 

5689.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  institution 
being  appointed  by  die  Executive  Government? — As  compared,  I suppose,  with  appoint- 
ments by  local  boards.  I think  the  Executive  Government  is  the  suitable  power  to  appoint. 
1 Kron  |?PP0Se  'would  act  on  the  advice  and  opinion  of  local  persons. 

5690.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  recent  Superannua- 

resPect  to  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  asylum? — No,  we  have  not. 

oo  JI.  it  appeai-s  from  the  evidence  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that  heretofore  it 
y been  the  Practlce  f°rthe  doctor  to  admit  the  applicants  without  reference  to  the  Board?— 


Committal  of 
dangerous  lunatics. 


Communication 
between  Board  and 
Inspectors. 


Want  of  infirmary 
accommodation. 


Chapel  accommo- 
dation. 


5692.  A minute  of  the  Board  at  tho  last  meeting  would  seem  to  prescrihe  a more  strict 
adheraice  to  the  rules  of  the  Privy  Council  ?-Yes,  1 think  it  very  advisable  that  they 
should  bo  admitted  without  waiting  for  Board  day.  Necessity  might  require  it,  hut  I 
““  J™  C“58S  s be  :Tec!;tliy  reported  to  tho  Board. 

cases?— Yes  ^ ^ Pri'7  Council  make  provision  for  such  a class  of 

fl94.  •W!“t  “ J°”r  'I1!"?”,1?  fll0  Propriety  of  dangerous  lunatics  being  committed  in 
Sonld  “theme  to  gaol  ? I think  that  in  the  first  instance  it  may  bo  desmable,  but  they 
. should  not  he  left  there  longer  than  is  necessary. 

6 Hsye  the  B»“rd  of  Governors  anyreason  to  complain  of  defective  information  from 
ronT™3L?ryeompWCS  ““7be  <KmsWd  from  *“  ^asylum?-! 

conmmnitmtions  of  the  Inspectors  to  the  Board  of  Governors  usually  made 
Sr  oecastons  of  them  attendance  at  the  Board,  or  are  they  made  in  writing?- 
. I “i™  seld?m  seen  <*>?  Inspectors  at  the  Board.  -When' there  has  been  one  of 
writing  * made  “““““mications  verbally  likewise ; but  usually  we  have  them  in 

fi9  resented  to  the  Board  of  Governors  the  want  of  an 

-nf  “9  tnstitution  ? — Yes,  they  have  done  so. 

T™  the  Board  of  Governors  taken  any  steps  with  a view  to  carry  out  their  sag- 
fo  ImltriT;  In9  recent  Y s?f]l  a suggestion  was  made,  and  there  appeared  ah  unwillingness 
14  d9temi99d  at  least  till  after  the  visit  of  this 

thri!  pres!nt  Inlj9ei9^  pa*1148  -ho  may  be  unwell  are  obliged  to  he  traded  in 
™^7nnV1uSe^aiate  Ce  s ^ — ^®a>  m ^le,r  own  rooms  or  cells. 

® ^ tbe  question  of  providing  better  accommodation  for  the  celebration  of  divine 

UDder  - consideration  of  the  Governors  ?— It  l.as  been  suggested  that  there 
the  chaplains  on  ^ ^ h“d  ^ or  r0Pres“tation  from 


Geo.  Newport,  Esq., 


Inadequacy  of  the 
Asylum ; extent  of 
lunacy  in  the  district. 


_ George  Newport,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5702  w*™  y°,U  are, a Governor  of  the  Waterford  Asylum  ?— Yes. 
Sheriff  of  tbs  + ®eu  J0:nS  a Governor? — About  two  years  and  a-ba 
S n ty  at  ft®  time  1 was  appointed.  3 

and  Sty  rf  No^Vdo  ST”*  “ a49<1Uat9  f0r  4,19  ™ 


I was  High 
of  the  county 
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5704.  Have  you  seen  the  returns  which  have  been  published  in  the  Seventh  Report  of 
the  Inspectors  relative  to  the  lunatic  poor  who  are  at  large  in  the  several  counties  of  Ire- 
land ? — No. 

5705.  Those  returns  state  that,  in  the  county  of  Waterford  there  were  at  large,  in  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1855,  sixty-three  idiots,  sixty -four  imbeciles,  and  sixteen  lunatics; 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  county  of  Waterford  would  you  be  disposed  to  consider  that 
total  of  143  persons  of  unsound  mind  was  in  excess  of  the  numbers  that  should  really  be 
accommodated  in  the  asylum  ? — Yes. 

5706. 1 presume  that  many  of  those  cases  would  be  such  as  might  with  safety  be  kept  in 
their  own  homes  ? — I should  think  so.  . 

5707.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  paying  patients  being  received  into  the  asylum  ? — I think 
it  would  he  an  excellent  plan,  because  there  are  many  who  would  be  disposed  to  pay  a part 
of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  or  the  entire,  but  could  not  afford  to  go  to  a private  asylum. 

5708.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors?— I should  like  to  see  the  arrangement  continued,  for  we  often  derive  advantage  from 
their  visits. 

5709.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  appointing  the  superior  officers  remaining 
as  it  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government? — I should  prefer  seeing  it 
remain  as  it  is  at  present. 

5710. 1 believe  the  chief  officers  of  other  institutions  are  appointed  by  the  local  hoards, 
such  as  the  officers  of  workhouses  and  gaols? — Yes. 

5711.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law  by  which  dangerous  lunatics 
are  committed  to  gaol  ? — I cannot  see  any  benefit  derived  from  it. 

5712.  Do  you  consider  that  gaols  afford  opportunities  for  lunatic  patients  being  properly 
treated  ? — I cannot  say  they  do. 

5713.  There  appears  to  be  a large  number  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  of  Waterford? — 
About  thirty,  I believe. 

5714.  Has  their  detention  there  arisen  from  their  not  being  considered  proper  subjects  for 
admission  to  the  lunatic  asylum? — Yes,  any  that  were  violent  were  removed. 

5715.  Do  you  consider  that  the  workhouse  is  a proper  place  for  the  detention  of  incurable 
cases? — I would  rather  see  any  acute  cases  removed  to  the  asylum 

5716.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  local  authorities  having  a represen- 
tation on  the  Board  of  Governors,  by  the  appointment  of  members  of  their  body  to  act 
thereon? — I do  not  approve  of  it;  I prefer  seeing  the  Governors  appointed,  as  they  are  at 
present,  by  the  Government. 

5717.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  lunatics  having  become  a charge  upon  the 
county  and  city  of  Waterford  in  this  asylum,  who  did  not  belong  to  either  the  county  or 
the  city? — Yes. 

5718.  I believe  the  law  affords  no  opportunity  of  charging  the  maintenance  of  those  luna- 
tics upon  any  other  districts  hut  the  county  and  city  of ‘Waterford? — No,  it  does  not. 

5719.  Do  you  consider  that  the  number  of  strangers  who  may  become  chargeable  upon 
the  city  and  county  of  Waterford  arises  from  Waterford  being  a seaport  town,  and  likely, 
therefore,  to  be  resorted  by  strangers  ? — I do. 

5720.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  make  with  the  view  of  obviating  that  injustice, 
as  it  is  considered  to  be  ? — No. 

5721.  It  appeal's  from  the  evidence  we  have  received,  that  the  practice  in  this  asylum  lias 
been  for  the  medical  officer  to  decide  upon  the  applications,  and  to  admit  or  refuse  patients  ? 
— Yes. 

5722.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  regulations  contemplated  that  duty  being 
discharged  by  the  Boai'd  of  Governors? — No.  They  were  usually  admitted  by  the  medical 
man. 

5723.  Does  not  the  practice  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  leave  the  medical  man,  who 
might  have  been  competent  to  decide  upon  the  condition  of  a lunatic  medically,  also  to  decide 
whether  that  lunatic  was  a person  properly  entitled,  in  all  other  respects,  to  he  admitted 
into  this  particular  asylum? — Yes. 

5724.  Are  there  not  other  considerations,  besides  the  mere  state  of  mind  of  an  applicant, 

which  should  govern  the  question  of  his  admission  or  rejection — such,  for  instance,  as  his 
not  belonging  to  the  district,  or  not  being  a poor  person  ? — Certainly ; and  it  ought  to  be  so ; 
but  we  were  under  the  impression  we  could  not  take  into  consideration  these  circumstances 
in  cases  where  an  affidavit  was  made.  I have  seen  persons  in  this  institution  who  I thought 
ought  to  have  been  paid  for.  . . . , „ 

5725.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  with  reter- 
ence  to  the  object  of  their  inquiry? — None,  except  on  the  subject  of  an  infirmary.  It  is  a 
great  inconvenience  that  there  is  not  an  infirmary  here,  leading  as  that,  want  does  to  the 
treatment  of  the  patients  in  their  cells.  The  question  of  chaplains  is.  an  important  one.  1 
think  there  ought  to  he  paid  chaplains,  for  lunatics  have  their  lucid  intervals,  and  they 
should  not  be  deprived  of  any  consolation  they  might  derive  from  the  attendance  of  chaplains. 

John  A.  Blake , Esq.,  Mayor  of  Waterford,  sworn  and  examined. 

5726.  1 believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Waterford  Asylum?— I am  an  ex- 

officio  Governor,  by  virtue  of  my  office  as  Mayor,  for  the  last  two.  years.  . . 

5727.  Have  you  attended  pretty  regularly  the  meetings  of  the  Governors.  I visit  the 
ssylum  and  attend  the  Board  frequently. 
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5728.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  mode  of  proceeding  as  regards  the  anrointm««* 
of  Governors  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — No. 

5729.  What  mode  of  appointment  would  you  suggest  as  a substitute? — I think  if  a nor 
tion  were  appointed  bv  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  at  present,  and  if  the  public  bodies  the 
Grand  Juries  and  the  Town  Council,  sent  representatives  in  addition,  it  would  be  a better 
arrangement.  Although,  I believe,  this  Board  consists  of  forty  Governors,  it  very  fre- 
quently occurs  that  the  whole  business  is  left  to  two  or  three.  I attended  some  meetings 
here,  and  found  only  one  of  the  Governors  present  besides  myself.  I am  of  opinion,  that 
on  the  Board  of  Governors  the  city  of  Waterford  is  not  at  all  represented  as  it  should  be- 
I mean  the  classes  who  pay  for  the  support  of  the  institution. 

5730.  Do  you  consider  that  a committee  of  the  Town  Council,  or  a number  of  Governors 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  bound  to  report  to  that  body  at  the  Assizes,  annu- 
ally, would  be  more  likely  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  asylum  than  the  Governors 
as  at  present  constituted  ? — I do,  because  the  present  Governors  are  appointed  for  life  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  they  are  irresponsible,  and  may  attend  or  not  as  thev  please.  If 
they  were  elected  Governors,  sent  by  the  Grand  Jury  or  the  Town  Council,  say  every  three 
years,  they  would  not  be  re  elected  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  if  it  was  found  that  they 
were  inattentive.  If  it  appeared  from  the  public  papers  that  those  gentlemen  had  not  at- 
tended to  their  duties  regularly,  they  would  be  removed  when  the  term  of  their  appoint- 
ment expired,  or  for  which  they  were  elected.  Under  the  present  system,  Governors  may 
be  good  or  bad  attendants,  and  it  is  all  the  same,  as  there  is  no  one  to  call  them  to  account. 
A vast  number  have  never  attended  at  all. 

5731.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

inmates  is  now  made — through  the  Grand  Jury,  by  presentment? — I think  it  is  unobjec- 
tionable. J 

5732.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum 
are  now  appointed  ? — I think  it  is  a very  objectionable  mode. 

5733.  What  alteration  would  you  suggest? — I think  if  you  had  a properly  constituted 
Board  of  Governors— a certain  portion  appointed  by  the  Government,  with  representatives 
from  the  local  bodies;  it  would  be  fur  better  for  the  interests  of  the  institution  that  the  ap- 
pointment, of  the  superior  officers  should  then  rest  with  the  Board.  In  the  case  of  this  asy- 
lum, I believe  that  the  officers  are  very  good ; but  it  might  arise,  and  it  lias  occurred  before 
now,  that  officers  who  were  incompetent  were  appointed  through  parliamentary  and  other 
influences  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Government.;  and  it  has  been  the  case,  that 
omcers  were  appointed  by  the  Government  of  the  day  at  the  instance  of  two  or  three  indi- 


Would  you  leave  any  power  in  the  Government  or  any  central  authority  to  dismiss 
n officer  tor  incompetency  or  misconduct? — I would  leave  with  the  Government  the  same 

v of  the  gaol  or  the 
o not  perforin  theirs. 

. . , - — — fes.  It  would  afford 

a very  wholesome  check  to  give  the  power  to  the  Government  of  dismissing— just  the  same 
^°M9rnie  J'oor  Law  Commissioners  have  at  present  in  dismissing  officers  of  workhouses, 
i Va  7 ° -T°U  c?n®ld?.r  the  amount  of  salaries  and  the  payment  oi  superior  officers  should 
be  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  or  any  central  authority,  oi-  by  the  Board  of  Governors ?- 
By  Act  of  Parliament. 

5737.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic.  Asylums  being  members  of 
the  Hoard  of  Governors  f — I think  it  is  most  objectionable.  During  my  experience  here, 
whenever  paid  officers  have  been  ex-off, do  members  of  the  Boards,  1 Save  always  found  tile 
sts  em  o work  in  a most  objectionable  manner,  because  the  conduct  of  the  officer  maybe 
me  imes  le  subject  of  discussion  at  the  Board,  and  I think  it  is  objectionable  to  have  him 
present,  and  voting  upon  the  question. 

-kf  not  the  Inspector  also  supposed  to  inspect  the  management  of  the  institution  of 
^Mr.h  )I'tbeCOme-,iaSi  % Govf™r-  himself  a manager?— He  is;  but  I think  that  could  be 
much  better  provided  for.  I think  it  exceedingly  desirable  that  there  should  be,  in  addi- 
tion to  tne  Inspectors-General  of  Asylums,  a local  inspector  for  each  asylum.  The  In- 
spectois-General  have  all  the  asylums  over  ■ the  whole  country  to  inspect,  and  cannot  pos- 
•mr.  eC°m^  acffuainted  Wlth  such  local  circumstances,  respecting  particular  asylums,  as 
T 2„SreqfU8l£;  . inst;™ce— a large  number  of  cases  are  admitted  into  this  asylum  whom 
„r,  .s*der  ?*ph*  not  to  \,e  received;  I mean  persons  whose  relatives  or  families  would  be 
seething  towards  their  support;  and  there  is  a very  great  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  the  local  Governors  of  the  asylum  to  take  notice  of  cases  of  the  kind.  It  has 
m , m7  own  knowledge,  two  or  three  times,  that  persons  were  admitted  even- 
r^Zo  + °f  reIatlves  at  first  unwilling  to  fill  up  the  form  of  application,  declaring  the 
Tvvi.fr  u ° 6 PauPers-  They  had  conscientious  objections  to  making  this  declaration,  and 
ftin-P^S;T,aVe^COnie  t0  to  ask  how  they  could  evade  paying.  Persons  resorted  to  subter- 
infl-or,  f °r  t0  satlsfy  their  consciences  with  regard  to  the  declaration,  and  they  have 
Q „ , °1vernois  \ and  when  those  cases  came  before  the  Board,  I found,  from  time  to 

would  lin  anC^  !!!te.rfere,  and  a feeling  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  object.  All  this 
in rro  f Q^i?Ventet^  ^ there  was  a local  inspector,  whose  particular  duty  it  would  be  to 
oorn;n(V,tl1«™OS^3CaSeS7ailC^  t^le*r  circumstances,  and  report  to  the  Board  the  facts  con- 
TTTOViotr  f ’ y such  means,  the  admission  of  those  cases  would  be  guarded  against.  An 
nnrTl  find  +1,  ?*•.  ,cannot  do  these  things.  I made  inquiries  the  other  day  on  the  subject, 
a it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  duty  of  any  one  officer  to  do  what  I have  pointed 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


229 


out,  neither  is  it  the  duty  of  the  Governors,  or  of  the  physician,  or  of  any  of  the  servants  w 

of  the  asylum ; and  under  these  circumstances,  persons  come  to  be  supported  out  of  the  ™FOB°' 

rates  who  are  not  entitled  to  such  maintenance.  Waterford  District 

5739.  Do  you  think  the  local  inspector  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors  would  be  Asylum' 
likely  to  call  attention  to  the  impropriety  of  their  own  acts?— I think  when  a person  Jolm  A‘  Bkke’  Esq’ 
sought  admission  into  an  asylum,  it  would  he  the  duty  of  the  local  inspector  to  briim  all 

the  circumstances  connected  with  the  case  under  the  notice  of  the  Board ; and  wlieiAhis 
information  was  brought  regularly  under  the  notice  of  a properly-constituted  Board,  I think 
the  system  would  work  well ; and  if  a person  was  improperly  introduced  into  the  asylum, 
it  would  be  his  duty  to  report  the  matter  to  the  government  officer,  one  of  the  Inspectors^ 

General  of  Asylums,  and  there  would  be  a much  better  chance  of  remedy  under  those  cir- 
cumstances than  there  is  at  present.  The  great  object  of  having  a local  inspector  would 
be  this:  the  Inspector-General’s  visit  is  necessarily  a hurried  and  a short  one,  and  he  cannot 
possibly  investigate  all  the  circumstances.  I do  'not  wish  you  to  understand  for  a moment 
that  the  present  officers  do  not  perforin  their  duties  exceedingly  well ; they  discharge  them 
most  creditably,  I believe,  but  it  might  occur  that  such  would  not  be  the  case,  and  we  would 
know  nothing  about  it.  We  assemble  here  once  a month,  and  very  few  Governors  n-o 
through  the  house ; therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the  patients  as  well,  it  would  be  very  desfr- 
able  to  have  some  responsible  officer,  seeing  that  all  the  officials  of  the  establishment  perform 
their  duty  properly. 

5740.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  local  inspector,  being  an  officer  in  a dependent  position 
upon  the  Board,  would  be  open  to  the  same  influence  which  you  now  say  prevents  Gover- 
nors from  discharging  their  duty  by  rejecting  improper  applicants? — I do  not  think  he 
would  be  more  dependent  than  the  local  inspector  of  prisons,  and  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong 
it  is  his  duty  to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence. 

5741.  My  question  has  reference  to  a particular  duty  which  you  wish  to  place  on  the  new 
officer,  the  local  inspector  of  the.  asylum,  and  which  the  local  inspectors  of  the  prisons 
have  not  to  discharge,  namely,  pointing  out  the  persons  who  should  not  be  relieved  out  of 
the  public  l'ates  by  admission  into  the  asylum? — I think  if  there  is  a proper  inspector 
appointed,  he  would  do  his  duty  in  that  respect  faithfully. 

5742.  Do  you  think  ho  would  act  in  a manner  more  independent  than  the  Board  of 
Governor’s  are  likely  to  do  ? — I think  persons  ai’e  likely  to  be  found  for  the  office  who  would 
act  so.  There  is  at  present  positively  no  one  to  see  that  the  officials  of  the  asylum  perform 
then-  duties.  The  Governors  may  pay  a visit  of  inspection,  but  I believe  it  is  very  seldom 
done,  and  I believe  there  is  no  inspection  book. 

5743.  It  has  been  stated  that  at  times  persons  are  admitted  into  this  asylum  who  are  not  Admission  into  the 

natives  of  the  county  or  city  of  Waterford,  and  not  properly  chai’geable  upon  the  district?  Asylum  of  lunatics 
— Yes.  n.ot  la-longing  to  the 

5744.  Does  any  thing  strike  you  which  might  be  suggested  with  a view  of  obviating  that? 

—I  think  the  maintenance  ought  to  be  chargeable  upon  the  comity  to  which  the  person 
belongs,  or  that  there  should  be  a power  of  transmitting  them. 

5745.  Does  not  that  require  that  the  law  of  settlement  should  be  introduced? — Yes;  we 
had  certain  cases  of  patients  here,  respecting  whom  we  reported  to  the  lnspectors-General. 

5746.  Would  not  the  law  of  settlement  be  advocated  on  the  same  principle  with  reference 
to  the  changeability  of  paupers  in  workhouses  ? — Undoubtedly. 

5747.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  law  of  settlement  generally? — I have  Law  of  settlement, 
occasionally,  in  the  discharge  of  mv  official  duties,  when  obliged  to  bring  under  the  notice 

of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  cases  of  paupers  becoming 
chargeable  upon  the  union — paupers  transmitted  from  England ; and  I have  been  always 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  a legislative  enactment  for  charging  paupers  upon  their  own 
districts,  or  transmitting  them  to  those  districts. 

5748.  Have  you  considered  the  difficulties  which  are  attendant  upon  a definition  of  settle- 
mmit,  and  the  enforcement  or  recovery  of  maintenance  charges  by  one  union  against  another  ? 

I ara  aware  the  matter  is  beset  with  a good  deal  of  difficulty,  but  there  is  a necessity  for 
some  change.  I see  that  Waterford  city  is  open  to  the  ports  of  Liverpool,  Bristol,  and 
Milford,  with  which  there  is  communication,  and  I find  a very  large  number  of  paupers  sent 
over  here,  the  great  proportion  of  whom  belong  to  distant  inland  counties.  These  poor 
people  very  often,  when  they  are  landed  from  the  steamer,  come  to  the  Mayor,  and  I am 
obliged  to  send  them  to  the  workhouse.  I also  find  that  even  under  the  existing  law  for 
the  transmission  of  paupers,  a very  great  number  of  persons  are  improperly  sent  over ; that 
wien  a man  is  sick,  and  is  likely  to  become  chargeable  upon  a parish  in  England,  although 
he  is  legally  entitled  to  relief  there,  and  should  not  be  transmitted,  he  is  sent  over  to  this 
country.  There  is  a great  deal  of  cruelty  and  injustice  perpetrated  in  that  respect. 

5749.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make,  beyond  what  you  have  stated,  Religious  minis- 
with  reference  to  the  subject  of  our  inquiry? — I may  mention,  on  the  subject  of  chaplains,  trati°na- 

that  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  inmates  of  the 
institution  should  be  afforded  the  spiritual  benefit  derived  from  the  attendance  of  the  chap- 
lains of  their  respective  religions.  There  seems  to  be  some  difficulty  in  the  existing  law, 
which  may  probably  go  to  deprive  them  of  that  benefit.  Previous  to  their  death,  the  poor 
“imates  of  this  asylum  often  call  for  their  clergy,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would,  be  very 
desirable  to  have  the  matter  settled.  With  respect  to  the  admission  of  persons  into  the  Admission  of  non- 
asylum  who  sire  not  paupers,  I proposed  the  following  resolution  on  the  last  Board  day — pauper  lunatics. 

. Rfsolved,  that  the  manager  bo  directed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
institution,  to  prepare  a list  of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  containing  a statement  of  their 
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TEitEOKD.  means  of  being  maintained  out  of  their  own  resources,  or  by  the  aid  of  their  friends  to  tk 
W~ District  with  an/  othe}’  .roliable  information  calculated  to  enable  the  Governors  to  relieve' ’thfw 
payers  from  their  support,  or  subject  them  only  to  the  partial  maintenance  of  those  in.m?0  » 
Ihere  was  a further  resolution  submitted  by  me  to  the  following  effect— “ Resolved  tW  a 
manager  be  directed  to  observe,  and  strictly  carry  out  the  sixth  general  rule  for  the  E?® 
by  submitting  each  case  of  admission  to  the  Board.”  Now  it  is  rather  a singular  thinTS'  l 
up  to  the  meeting  held  on  Monday,  2nd  February,  we  were  under  the  impression  tW? 
one  but  paupers  were  admissible  to  the  asylum,  and  that  even  if  the  friends  of  nnil!° 
person  were  disposed  to  pay  for  his  maintenance,  he  should  not  be  admitted  A i,  ! 
number  of  people  cannot  afford  to  send  patients  to  metropolitan  asylums,  and  abroad  wW 
they  would  have  to  pay  £30  or  £40  a-yeav  for  them,  and  are  therefore  obliged  tor  Jr 
the  subterfuges  I speak  of  to  get  these  persons  admitted  into  the  asylum.  Many  of 
people  told  me  they  would  he  quite  satisfied  to  pay  the  actiral  cost  for  their  frientls  if  Tw 
should  be  received,  hut  we,  being  under  the  impression  they  could  not  be  received  for 
ment,  sent  them ...  here  without  paying  any  thing,  the  parties  having  stretched  tbeh-  ref 
sciences,  and  filled  the  forms  in  such  a way  as  to  get  them  admitted.  When  I brought  tlm 
matter  under  the  notice  of  Dr.  White,  on  the  last  day  of  meeting,  lie  said  it  was tlmfnstom 
m Balhnasloe  and  m other  asylums,  to  admit  them  for  whatever  sum  might  be  fixed  noon 
by  the  Governors.  That  is  another  mstance  of  the  desirability  of  having  an  inspector  to 
whom  those  cases  could  be  referred,  and  the  invidious  task  need  not  then  be  mideTtX  1 v 
tile  Gov  omois.  It  is  strange  that  wo  have  been  supporting-  people  of  that  class  without  beino 
Srnd  tZT  recelTe  W,111™*  for  tllem-  H would  be  well  to  have  it  unde! 

r“p°clg‘,l!r  revived  or  ? Ia'Va  ?ilent  tbe  sub>cl.  as  to  whether  paying  patieSlfelu"to 
admissiou  Of  paying  ' cex\ecl  oi  not  into  the  district  asylums?— I think  it  would  be  very  well  to  have  the  law 

P " °T?  P°mt>  and+I  thmk  ^ WOuld  be  also  wcl1  if  we  «»Wed  to  receive  such 

people.  There  are  a great  many  persons  who,  from  a creditable  feeling,  do  not  like  to  send 
™r  **latlves  “ PaW  and  therefore  submit  to  a great  deal  of  iuconvSSenS  wS 
them  in  then  own  bouses ; and  it  would  not  hurt  the  feelings  of  such  people  to  send  in  thJr 
Charitable  institu  S ^ t0  tlle  “ft*  if  Pa3™ent  taken  for  tlfem.  ' 1 ^ “ ** 

S5SS5SH.  imtitutiotof— lVo°itot°'tliere  “T  “5  T*  l^P-iy  subjects  for  a charitable 

of  L^toLce  ” S°m“  I,e°pl8  Wel1  aUe  W.  «4  inito  willing  to  pay  tie 

dor,cT?er  ti10  w 

increase  the  asylum  velw ^Sablv  1 5X^2  ’ T*7 V 1 do  not  COHsidcr  70u need 

and  I daresay  the  ft0  m"nber  of  P^ients  m it  is  119  or  120, 

Patients  admitted  or  fifteen  percent  A.  t present  when  L3  °f  110t  cause  ,au  increase  of  more  than  ten 

without  the  sanction  f0  „0  ref  ,,.  ' • ' f e1t  ^nen  persons  want  to  get  a patient  admitted,  they  have  only 

oftheBoard.  Af6  get  the  cWtSclte If  S 

Committal  of  theasyium.  Yon  asked  a gentleman  preceding  mo 


Certificate  of  in- 
sanity ; provisional 
admission. 


to  time.  The  prison  aiTamrement/  ^ ueaimS.'wlt"  cases  of  dangerous  lunatics  from  time 
endeavouring  to^iave  an  amalo'.omn-f'  * lmPeidcct,  ,’we  have  been  for  a long  time 

1 suppose  a better  provision  vjl  be  ZdffZlSis  7m : ^*ataln^Slm?ti™  t!lkes  PIace' 
classification ; and  if  a InmtiV  „A1v,QO  1 prS|  , at  present  we  have  not  a proper 
prisoners.  We  have  not  a staff  tn  tak* ’ „ ^ 75^  fblSed  to  send  him  in  amongst  the  other 
caused.  It  is  very  difficultlo  ^ ?***’,  and  a g°od  d«l  of  danger  is  thereby 

there  is  a great  deal  of  formality  tn  tbe  case  of  a dangerous  lunatic  when  taken  up,  for 
is  not  *hrou#b  ™th  reference  to  him ; while  if  a /erson 

patient.  In  such  cases  I think  tli  7m  ward  and  kkely  to  be  attended  with  injury  to  the 

district  asyWaSt  to *5? J2f  T ^ t0  bave  the  Power  of  sending  them  to  the 

tion  or  cure  of  such  people  tEpvjo!  Wpnf  tbere  are  no  arr£u’gements  made  for  the  recep- 
disposed  of  It  l X I beheve  in  *??*»***  asylum  for  safe  custody  t£ 

for  the  sending  of  a personate  an  Qs  i country  districts  particularly,  to  get  a certificate 
for  such  an  institution  Tho  Mono  ^ u.m’and  Persons  are  sent  who  are  really  not  fit  subjects 
sibility,  ought  to  brine-  them  loeff.  V13*? ad  a.dmitting  all  the  cases  on  his  own  respon- 

give  the  Sr  ?.tbe^  came  W a ^tant  place,  I would 

§ie  admission  was  only  provisional  ^ne.nds  sb°uld  be  given  to  understand  that 

a,o  wfeh  to  recommtdCy'Z^  £°e  ^ ^ ' 
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Pierce  Connolly,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5755. 1 believe  you  are  the  visiting  physician  of  the  Waterford  Lunatic  Asylum?— Yes 

5756.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office?— Since  the  20th  April  last 

5757.  Had  you  previously  given  your-  attention  in  any  hospital  to  the  treatment  of  the 
insane  ?-Yes;  before  I came  here  I was  attached  to  Steevens’  Hospital,  and,  therefore,  almost 
m daily  attendance  at  Swifts  Lunatic  Asylum. 


Waterford  District 
Asylum. 

Pierce  Connolly, 
Esq.,  m.d. 


5758.  I believe,  aborting  to  the  practice  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  in  this  asylum,  you  a,.---,- 
^ “a!  patl°!lte.’vho  "?r  kw*  presented  themselves,  at  your  p.tisM." L 


own  discretion? — The  manager  does  so;  and  afterwards,  when  I 
he  is  not  a fit  subject  for  the  institution,  he  is  dismissed. 


e the  patient,  if  I think  MauaSer- 


5759.  Have  you  had  frequent  occasion  to  represent  that  tile  person  so  admitted  was  not 
a fit  subject  tor  a lunatic  asylum  r — Yes. 

5760.  The  manager  of  this  asylum  is  not  a professional  man?— He  is  not 

5761.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  die  manager  of  a lunatic  Advanf,„pr,f  . 
asylum  being  a medical  man  ! I think  it  would  be  a judicious  arrangeujnt  to  have  the  * reJSeSeS”8 
managei  a medical  man.  It  is  very  often  necessary  to  have  a physician  for  consultation  in  Mana=er- 

a cSS1Uphy^cianGre  °CCaS10nS  when  the  asJlum  is  Put  to  great  expense  in  procuring 

5762.  Those  occasions  have  arisen  in  this  asylum?— Yes;  particularly  with  respect  to 
operations.  If  I have  occasion  to  operate,  then  the  assistance  of  a second  medical  man  is 
required. 

5763.  Is  there  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  establishment? Yes. 

5764.  Does  he  reside  in  the  house? — No.  ' . 

5765.  You  are,  of  course,  non-resident? — I am  not  resident.  resident.'™7’  n°n‘ 

5766.  There  is,  therefore,  no  medical  man  of  any  kind  resident  in  the  asylum? No 

5767.  In  case  of  attempted  suicide,  or  any  emergency  requiring  medical  attendance,  is 

there  not  an  inconvenience  in  having  no  medical  person  on  the  spot?— The  distance  is  verv 
short,  and  the  inconvenience  is  very  little.  J 

5768  Whatever  inconvenience  there  is  would  he  obviated  by  having  a medical  man  resi- 
dent?— Yes. 

5769.  In  the  event  of  the  law  being  so  altered  as  to  require  the  manager  to  be  a medical  Visiting  Physicians- 
™ k ’™°^d  y°U  coasK‘er  tllc  attendance  of  a visiting  physician  still  necessary? — Yes.  responsibility  of  ' 

5770.  To  whom  would  you  give  the  responsibility  of  treating  the  insane to  the  resident  treating  d»e  insane. 

or  the  visiting  physician? — I should  say,  to  the  visiting  physician. 

5771.  Would  you  say  the  visiting  physician,  who  visits  only  three  times  a week,  would 
be  as  competent,  to  direct  the  treatment  of  the  lunatics,  as  the  resident  physician,  who  has 
daily  opportunities  of  seeing  the  patients?— He  is  only  required  to  visit  three  times  a week 
but  he  is  at  liberty  to  visit  every  day  in  the  week,  which  I am  in  the  habit  of  doino\  Under 
those  circumstances,  the  visiting  physician  would  be  as  competent  as  the  resident.0 

5772. 1 believe  the  Privy  Council  regulations  require  the  manager  to  inform  himself  of 
the  condition  of  the  several  patients,  and  to  consult  with  the  visiting  physician  respecting 
them — is  there  much  value  in  that  consultation,  when  the  manager  is  not  a medical  man  ?— 

I should  say,  not  much.  A great  deal  depends  upon  the  medical  man’s  opinion  as  to  the 
employment  that  may  be  fit  or  suitable  for  patients;  a great  many  patients  might  be 
employed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  who  were  not  fit  for  them. 

5773.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  no  infirmary  attached  to  this  institution  ? — There  is  not.  -want  of  an-- 

5774.  Have  you  felt  any  inconvenience  from  not  having  an  infirmary? Very  great  mary.  an‘ 

inconvenience.  J ° 

5775.  In  case  of  epidemic  disease  breaking  out,  you  are  obliged  to  treat  patients  in  the 
several  wards  ? — Yes. 

5776.  Have  you  represented  the  necessity  of  an  infirmary  to  the  Board? — Yes. 

5777.  What  classification  exists  in  the  institution? — We  have  six  heads,  under  which  we  Classification.  . 
classify  the  patients — mania,  monomania,  melancholarium,  dementia,  epilepsia,  and  idiocy. 

5778.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  classification  you  have  stated  exists  upon  your  list,  but 
the  patients  are  not  disposed  according  to  it  in  the  several  wards  ? — Yes ; it  is  the  classifica- 
tion upon  the  list. 

5779.  In  the  return  which  you  have  furnished,  it  appears  that  you  considered  about  fifty  The  incurable 
patients  out  of  the  121  in  the  asylum,  on  the  1st  of  January,  to  have  been  incurable? — Yes.  Patients- 

5780.  Have  many  of  those  patients  been  here  a considerable  period? — A length  of  time; 
some  were  sent  here  from  the  old  House  of  Industry. 

5781.  What  time  was  the  old  House  of  Industry  given  up  ? — About  twenty-two  years  ago. 

5782.  Are  many  of  the  class  of  incurable  patients  to  which  you  have  referred  quiet? No ; 

but  at  the  same  time  some  of  them  are  very  useful  in  the  institution. 

5783.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  district  lunatic  asylums  of  the  country  generally  should 
be  reserved  for  curable  cases? — It  might  be  better.  A great  many  cases  come  in  here  that 
We*78°W  w^en  .theY  arrive  are  incurable. 

5784.  Supposing  the  wants  of  the  district  to  he  more  than  they  appear  to  be  in  the 
county  Waterford,  would  not  the  number  of  incurables  in  the  asylum  prevent  the  admission 
0t  SST  03,368  w-^°  might  otherwise  be  received  and  cured? — Certainly. 

5785.  Do  you  consider  the  incurable  cases  might  be  maintained  at  a lower  rate  than  the 
average  cost  of  patients  in  a lunatic  asylum? — Yes.  We  sent  some  of  the  incurable  patients 

om  this  institution  to  the  poorhouse,  where  they  are  supported  at  a much  lower  rate  than 
uey  could  be  in  this  institution. 
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5786.  A suggestion  has  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry 
that  establishments  should  be  erected  immediately  adjoining  lunatic  asylums  for  the  reception 
of  those  incurable  cases,  and  it  has  been  said  that  economy  might  be  secured  by  the  employ- 
ment of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum  for  the  government  of  the  new  institution;  do 
you  consider  that  to  be  practicable  ? — I think  so,  but  I am  not  aware  that  there  would  be 
any  great  economy  generally. 

5787.  Would  not  the  medical  attendants  and  superior  officers,  such  as  the  manager  and 
storekeeper,  be  available  for  both  establishments? — Yes. 

5788.  Do  you  consider  a workhouse  a proper  place  for  the  detention  of  lunatics 
generally? — For  incurables  and  idiots  I think  it  is. 

5789.  Are  not  many  of  those  incurable  cases  and  idiots  patients  who  may  be  easily  excited 
if  they  are  subjected  to  any  annoyance? — Yes. 

5790.  Would  not  tliat  be  likely  to  take  place  in  a workhouse? — Such  persons  we  do  not 
send  there. 

5791.  In  workhouses  the  lunatics  must  be  left  daily  in. charge  of  pauper  attendants? — Yes. 

5792. 1 presume  you  do  not  consider  the  attendance  of  such  persons  is  likely  to  be  as 
proper  and  as  careful  as  the  attendance  of  paid  servants  ? — Certainly  not. 

5793.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  gaols  ?— I 
think  the  sooner  they  are  removed  from  gaols  to  lunatic  asylums  of  this  description,  the 
better.  I understand  that  in  gaols  when  a patient  becomes  refractory  he  is  likely  to  be 
restrained  by  straps,  Ac.,  and  I do  not  think  that  is  advisable. 

5794.  Is  restraint  much  practised  in  this  asylum? — Scarcely  at  all.  I had  a man  named 
Coffey  who  was  sent  here  from  the  gaol  a short  time  ago ; he  had  been  under  restraint  in 
the  gaol  for  eight  or  nine  days,  and  on  his  coming  into  the  asylum  the  restraint  was  taken 
off,  and  he  became  very  quiet. 

5795.  Do  you  see  that  the  instruments  of  restraint  are  kept  in  the  custody  of  the 
manager  ? — They  are. 

5796.  It  is  not,  therefore,  in  the  power  of  an  attendant  to  apply  restraint  without  his 
authority  ? — It  is  not,  except  at  night,  when  it  is  optional  with  the  attendants  to  use 
restraint. 

5797.1  presume  every  case  in  which  restraint  might  be  found  necessary  at  night  would 
be  reported  to  you? — Certainly,  in  the  morning  statement  book.  I enter  it  myself  in  my 
daily  report. 

5798. _  Are  any  amusements  or  occupations  provided  for  the  patients? — Yes,  they  are  em- 
ployed in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  tailoring,  and  shoemaking.  There  is  a ball-alley  attached 
to  the  institution,  where  they  amuse  themselves,  and  they  have  also  music;  some  play  the 
violin,  others  the  flute,  and  they  amuse  themselves  with  a dance. 

5799.  Are  any  books  or  papers  given  them  for  amusement? — Yes. 

5800. 1 suppose  you  consider  amusement  a very  essential  agency  in  the  curative  treat- 
ment of  insanity? — The  class  of  curable  patients  who  are  employed  in  cleaning  the  house, 
or  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  we  are  always  sure  to  send  out  cured. 

5801.  Are  you  enabled  to  tell  the  Commissioners  generally  what  has  been  the  proportion 
of  cures  within  the  last  twelve  months? — Something  under  thirty  per  cent. — about  twenty- 
nine. 

5802.  Is  the  proportion  of  deaths  considerable  or  otherwise? — It  is  under  six  per  cent. 

5S03.  Are  there  proper  baths  throughout  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

5804.  Are  precautions  taken  that  the  shower-baths  cannot  be  used  without  your  autho- 
rity?—Yes. 

5805.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  dietary  afforded  to  the  patients  generally  ? — I think 
nothing  can  be  better  than  the  dietary  generally  for  such  an  institution.  It  is  optional  with 
me  to  improve  it  for  any  individual  patient. 

5806.  clow  frequently  is  meat  given  to  patients  in  the  week  ? — Generally  three  times, 
but  to  those  that  work  it  is  given  every  day  except  Friday.  For  instance,  if  a man  is 
employed  on  the  farm  he  gets  meat  every  day  except  Friday — half-a-pound  of  meat  boiled 
down  into  a pint  of  broth,  with  vegetables,  and  ten  ounces  of  bread.  Those  that  do  not  work 
get  ten  ounces  of  bread  and  a pint  of  skim-milk  for  dinner. 

5807.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  no  school,  and  that  there  is  no  instruction  afforded 
to  any  of  the  patients  ? — There  is  not. 

5808.  Do  you  consider  that  a want? — Well,  I think  it  would  be  advisable  if  there  was  a 
school.  There  was  a school  here  for  some  time,  and  I heard  that  it  fell  away. 

5809.  Would  you  desire  to  see  the  school  again  established? — Certainly. 

5810. 1 presume  a certain  proportion  of  the  inmates  are  unable  to  read  or  write? — A 
great  many. 

5811,  Besides  the  value  of  the  instruction,  it  would  be  in  itself  an  employment  to  the 
patients  ?— Certainly. 

5812.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  chaplains  being  attached  to  the  insti- 
tution? Well,  since  I came  here  there  was  scarcely  a patient  died  who  was  not  most 
anxious  to  have  the  chaplain.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  a patient  very  ill  who 
rT-es  foe  attendance  of  the  chaplain,  and  asks  most  anxiously  for  him. 

. y813.  But  independently  of  the  chaplain’s  attendance  upon  patients  in  an  extreme  state, 
is  it  your  opinion  the  constant  ministration  of  chaplains  is  desirable  or  otherwise  ? — I think 

^ ™ost  desirable  to  have  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution. 

5814.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  for  ventilating  the  house  generally,  and  the  cellst 
sufficient?— I think  so. 
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5815.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  us  with  reference  to  our 
inquiry? — Except  on  the  necessity  of  having  an  infirmary.  I have  found  it  a great  incon- 
venience to  patients  to  have  them  treated  in  the  wards.  Some  time  ago  a woman  died  of 
consumption,  and  the  other  patients  in  the  room  were  kept  awake  byhcr,  and  the  effect 
was  very  injurious. 

The  Rev.  Patrick  Walt,  v.v.  of  Ardmore,  sworn  and  examined. 

5816. 1 believe  you  are  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  of  the  Waterford  District  Asylum  ?— 
I am. 

5S17.  Have  you  been  long  in  that  capacity  ? — About  six  years  and  seven  months. 

581S.  Wliat  proportion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  are  enabled  to  benefit  by  your 
religious  ministrations  ? — Between  sixty  and  seventy  is  the  average  attendance  at  Mass. 

5819.  From  your  experience  as  chaplain  of  the  institution,  are  you  satisfied  that  the 
attendance  of  a chaplain  is  essential  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind  ? — Certainly ; but  I 
must  observe  I have  hail  now  a good  deal  of  experience,  and  from  that  experience  I think 
that  a prudent  and  sensible  clergyman  is  necessary  in  dealing  with  insane  persons ; one  who 
will  take  pains  with  them  will  do  good  with  them'.  Much  will  depend  upon  the  cause  of  the 
disease  of  the  patient.  If  a man  be  insane  from  any  malformation  of  the  brain  or  any 
organic  cause,  a priest  can  do  nothing  towards  his  cure;  but  if  the  insanity  arises  from  other 
causes,  such  as  intemperance  in  eating  or  drinking,  a priest’s  interference  will  have  a good 
effect.  I consider  the  insanity  of  a great  number  of  the  patients  arises  from  various  causes 
acting  on  the  mind.  It  may  be  produced  by  despair  of  salvation,  owing  to  some  real  or 
imaginary  sin,  and  in  such  a case  the  ministrations  of  a clergyman  are  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. And  the  same  is  the  case  with  parties  whose  mental  affection  has  arisen  from  vicious 
habits.  In  fivet,  wherever  the  disease  has  arisen  from  mental  causes,  such  as  I have  stated, 
or  reverse  of  fortune,  or  distress,  the  ministrations  of  a clergyman  will  he  productive  of 
the  greatest  service  in  promoting  the  cure,  as  well  as  in  a spiritual  point  of  view. 

5820.  From  what  you  have  stated,  I gather  that  you  find  very  considerable  prudence  and 
discretion  required  on  the  part  of  a person  performing  the  duties  of  chaplain  ? — Yes,  he 
must  be  a man  of  general  experience. 

5821.  Have  you  had  many  cases  where  you  were  informed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
asylum  that  further  communication  at  the  time  with  a patient  was  not  desirable? —None. 

5822.  Would  you  he  governed  by  the  direction  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  asylum  if  he 
stated  it  would  not  be  conducive  to  the  restoration  of  a patient’s  health  that  you  should  at 
that  time  communicate  with  him  on  religious  matters? — A great  deal  would  depend  upon 
the  opinion  I formed  m vself  as  to  the  state  of  mind  of  the  patient,  and  of  the  motive  of  the 
medical  officer.  Wliat  I wish  to  convey  by  my  answer  is  substantially,  that  if  I was  satisfied 
die  medical  officer  gave  the  direction  not  to  communicate  with  the  patient  because  of  an 
opinion  entertained  by  him  as  a medical  man,  that  such  communication  would  be  injurious 
to  the  mental  condition  of  the  patient,  I would  be  guided  by  him,  and  would  not  interfere 
with  that  patient. 

5823.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  which  are  made  for  the  celebration  of 
Divine  service? — I am  not.  I wish  that  some  place  were  set  apart  for  religious  service, 
and  also  that  vestments  and  the  requisites  for  our  worship  would  he  procured.  I was 
obliged  myself  to  provide  those  matters. 

5824.  Are  religious  books  provided  for  the  members  of  your  persuasion? — No,  indeed; 
and  it  would  he  very  desirable  that  they  were. 

5825.  Have  you  made  applications  to  the  Board  on  the  subject? — I made  application, 
perhaps,  three  or  four  years  ago  for  the  vestments,  and  I was  then  refused.  Having  been 
once  refused,  I did  not  think  it  right  to  apply  for  other  matters. 

5826.  Is  it  your  practice  to  preach  on  Sundays,  or  to  deliver  any  discourse  to  the  patients  ? 
— No  ; it  would  excite  them,  perhaps,  to  address  them  in  abody.  Whatever  influence  I can 
exercise  upon  them  tor  their  benefit  is  privately,  in  the  confessional,  where  I can  see  the  state 
of  the  mind,  and  act  in  a prudent  manner  accordingly.  If  a patient  comes  to  me  a second 
time  with  the  same  story  in  a week  or  fortnight,  I can  see  that  that  patient’s  mind  is  not  so 
bad ’as  it  may  otherwise  appear — that  is,  the  repetition  of  the  same  statement  would  show  a 
coherent  state  of  mind,  and  I could  deal  with  the  person  accordingly. 

5827 . Do  you  consider  it  would  he  advisable  that  a school  should  he  established  in  the 
asylum? — I do.  However,  a great  deal  would  depend  upon  the  teacher;  he,  too,  should  he 
a very  prudent  man,  and  take  care  never  to  interfere  with  their  religious  feelings. 

. 5828.  Did  the  breaking  up  of  the  school  which  existed  here  arise  from  any  thing  of  that 
kmd? — .That  was  before  my  time. 

Thomas  L.  Mackes)/,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5829. 1 believe  you  are  a medical  practitioner  in  the  city  of  Waterford? — Yes. 

5830.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  a good  deal  to  the  provision  which  the  law  makes 

for  the  insane  poor? Yes. 

5831.  Do  you  consider  it  advisable  that  an  asylum  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  afford,  at 
all  times,  the  opportunity  of  admitting  any  acute  cases  that  might  present  themselves  ? — The 
same  as  in  a surgical  hospital ; when  an  acute  case  is  presented  for  admission  into  an  estab- 
lishment like  this,  there  should  he  accommodation  for  it. 

5832.  Will  you  state  more  fully  the  advantages  which  yon  consider  would  arise  from  that 
arrangement? — I think  the  treatment  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stages  affords  a chance  of 
recovery,  much  more  so  than  if  there  is  delay. 
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5833.  Is  it  equally  true  that  the  detention  of  an  insane  patient  in  an  unsuitable  estah 
ment,  such  as  a gaol,  would  retard  his  recovery  ?— I do  not  attend  the  gaol  I am  a 't 
satisfied  the  medical  officer  there  gives  every  assistance  when  a case  goes  in-  hut  I J 1 

, satisfied  that  what  you  state  occurs,  because  they  have  not  the  appliances  or  means  of  treatin' ° 
acute  cases  in  a gaol,  such  as  are  to  be  found  in  institutions  devoted  to  the  treatmon/^ 
such  cases.  11  ot 

5834.  Do  you  entertain  the  same  opinion  as  regards  workhouses? I do. 

r 5835.  Do  you  consider  that  the  district  asylums  should  be  maintained  merely  as  curat;, 
hospitals? — I do.  J uve 

5836.  What  provision  do  you  consider  should  be  made  for  incurable  pauper  lunatics?— 
That  is  a question  I have  not  turned  my  attention  so  much  to. 

5837.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  a considerable  portion  of  the  lunatics  over  Ireland 

who  are  in  circumstances,  though  removed  from  pauperism,  that  would  not  admit  of  thpir 
paying  the  sum  required  for  their  maintenance  in  private  asylums?— I know,  in  my  own 
private  practice,  several  cases  to  whom  I am  quite  satisfied  much  disadvantage  has  resulted 
from  the  want  of  proper  attention.  Their  friends  could  not  get  them  admitted  into  this 
asylum,  because  they  could  not  make  the  necessary  declaration  of  poverty,  and  yet  their 
means  were  such  that  they  could  not  pay  for  them  in  private  asylums.  J 

5838. 1 believe,  with  the  exception  of  Swift’s  Hospital,  and  the  Bloomfield  Retreat  belonmnv 
to  the  Society  of  Friends,  there  is  no  charitable  institution  for  such  cases  in  this  country?— 
None  other  that  I am  aware  of;  and  there  is  a difficulty  in  getting  admitted  into  them 

5839.  Wliat  provision  ilo  yon  consider  the  State  is  called  on  to  make  for  tlose  cases?— 
My  idea  was,  that  if  they  could  be  admitted  into  those  curative  hospitals  on  moderate  terms 
it  would  be  well.  I was  at  one  time  considering  whether  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  have 
separate  establishments  for  those  cases;  but  I am  afraid  the  araangement  would  be  open  to 
great  abuse,  and  would,  probably,  interfere  with  private  asylums ; but  I conceive  that  the 
circumstance  of  such  persons  being  placed  in  some  degree  amongst  paupers  would  be  a 
certain  guarantee  that  no  one  would  apply  for  admission  but  those  who  absolutely  required 
it.  I should  hope  that  this  regulation,  although  there  might  be  some  disadvantage  from 
placing  persons  who  had  moved  in  better  society  with  persons  who  were  of  inferior  position 
would  obviate  that  difficulty.  It  is  impossible  to  arrange  an  institution  on  a large  scale 
without  some  disadvantage. 

5840.  With  reference  to  the  management  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  is  it  your  opinion  the 

lesident  manager  should  be  a medical  man?— I think  he  should;  but,  in  giving  that  opinion, 
l beg  to  say  I do  not  think  that  should  supersede  the  having  a visiting  physician.  I think 
it  would  be  difficult  to  get  a medical  man  to  take  charge  of  sucli  an  establishment  who  would 
be  sufficiently  educated  to  render  unnecessary  the  attendance  of  a second  physician.  It  would 
be  also  a disadvantage  that  the  medical  man  in  charge  of  such  an  establishment,  not  having 
medical  practice,  might  get  into  a certain  routine.  In  giving  my  opinion  in  favour  of 
having  a resident  medical  manager,  I do  not  think  it  would-be  by  any  means  judicious  to  do 
away  with  a visiting  physician.  J 

1 JJ®*1,  Is,  .*ere  anJ  Peculiarity  in  the  mode  of  treating  the  ordinary  bodily  ailments  of 
5?*?  • ich  rT0U  v reuder,tlle  doctor  ill  particular  charge  of  them  more  competent  to  deal 
i U\i  1 “ ,eaSerS  a,7  0rdhm7  professional  man?— To  a certain  extent,  that 
„ L • “l.se ; shouId  h°Pe  tlie  medical  man  visiting  the  establishment  would, 
“ wS-*ienti.0US  feel“g’  endeavour  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  cases. 

Avbom  Y°nld  you  he  disposed  to  leave  the  responsibility  of  treating  the  cases— 
g Phy®®um«  th®  resident  medical  manager?— With  the  visiting  physician. 

.f  c°nsider  that  the  asylum,  as  at  present  conducted,  affords  adequate  means 

j?  on  l 7 msamty  ? — I should  say  so,  provided  there  is  always  accommodation 

T¥re  1S  °n-e  resPect  in  *hich.  I think  it  is  deficient,  and  that  is,  in  not  having 

SS  rf7  ward  for  treating  acute  or  contagious  diseases  that  might  arise, 
n ,1  ° £,0U  ,n  C efficient  recreation  or  amusement  is  provided  for  the  patients  ? — I have 

and  I “ *“*’ 1 f°’md  °Tery  thi”g  most  ord®ly  and  regularl 

option  as  to  the  importance  of  religious  ministrations  of  chaplains  in 
insanity  ? Not  being  a Governor,  or  connected  with  the  institution  in  anyone  way, 

1 do  not  think  I can  give  an  opinion.  J 

Mr.  Thomas  Keary  sworn  and  examined. 

* believe  “e  clerk  and  store-keeper  to  this  asylum?— Yes. 

0847.  Do  you  reside  m the  asylum?— No. 

asylum  ?— Yes  7°U  reCeived  tie  Permission  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to  reside  out  of  the 

S|to  l0Dg  W held  yoar  present  office  ?— Nearly  nine  years. 

nld  7°U  rec?lye.  that  permission  on  being  appointed  to  the  office  ?— Yes. 

i - V y°u  recejve  into  your  charge  all  the  stores  and  articles  that  are  brought  to  the 
7kok9  consumption  ? — Every  thing  that  is  received  for  use  comes  into  my  hands, 

and  tht*™  at  ?hec*  have  you  upon  the  issue  of  those  articles  subsequently  ?— The  ledger, 
Tee  With  the  ^tity  entered  in  the  ledger, 
for  the  same  ? 6 j^‘ron  and  odier  officers,  on  receiving  stores  from  you,  give  you  a receipt 

5854.  Are  you  always  present  yourself  to  issue  the  stores?— Yes;  I issue  the  stores. 
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5855.  When  articles  are  made  up  in  die  female  department,  are  they  handed  over  into  "Waterford 

your  custody  ? — They  are,  and  they  receive  the  mark  of  the  institution  before  they  are  issued.  

5856.  Whenever  articles  of  clothing  are  issued  by  you  in  order  to  replace  those  worn  out,  Wataford  District 
do  you  always  require  the  old  articles  to  be  given  up?— I always  require  every  one  of  them  ,, 

to  be  given  up.  _ J Mr.  Thomas  Keary. 

5857.  How  are  they  disposed  of? — They  are  sold  as  worn-out  stores. 

5858.  What  they  realize  is,  of  course,  brought  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  ?— Yes. 

5859.  What  are  your  hours  of  attendance  ?— There  are  no  specified  horns.  I am  here  Hours  of  attendance, 
early  in  the  morning ; I go  to  breakfast,  and  remain  away  about  an  hour ; at  dinner-time 

also  about  an  hour;  and  I remain  then  at  die  institution  till  it  is  dark  in  the  evening, 
generally.  ° 

5860. ' Do  you  attend  at  the  time  of  meals,  to  see  that  the  patients  get  a proper  allowance  ? 

— Frequently. 

5861.  Who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  produce  of  the  farm? I do. 

5862.  Are  the  seeds  required  for  the  farm  received  by  you? — The  order  is  written  by  The  farm, 
me,  from  the  direction  of  the  manager,  Captain  Dobbs,  and  the  gardener  receives  them  into 

his  charge ; he  has  a place  for  keeping  them. 

5863.  Is  there  a separate  account  kept  of  the  produce  of  the  farm? — There  is,  showing 
the  expenditure  and  profit. 

5864.  Are  the  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  asylum  furnished  by  contract?— Not  all  the  Contracts, 
supplies. 

5865.  What  are  the  principal  supplies  not  furnished  by  contract? — Straw,  new  clothinor 
of  any  description,  new  bedding  of  any  description,  or  works  done  in  the  house. 

5866.  Is  any  made-up  clothing  received  into  the  establishment,  or  is  all  die  clothing  made  Clothing  made  up  in 
up  in  the  establishment? — We  have  had  all  the  clothing  made  up  in  the  establishment  for  the  Asylum- 

the  patients — the  tailoring,  and  so  on. 

5867.  Is  the  material  of  which  the  clothing  is  made  up  furnished  by  contract? — No. 

5868.  Has  tliat  been  always  the  case  ? — Always. 

5869.  Is  there  any  particular  reason  for  that? — No. 

5870.  Is  the  leather  for  the  making  up  of  shoes  furnished  by  contract? — Not  now. 

5871.  The  contracts  seem  to  be  principally  for  provisions? — For  provisions. 

5872.  Are  die  articles  for  the  use  of  die  sick  patients — wino  and  such  things — supplied  issue  of  extras, 
by  contract? — Groceries  are,  but  not  wino  and  spirits. 

5873.  Have  you  charge  of  the  supplies  of  diose  articles  as  well  as  of  what  is  furnished  by 
contract? — Yes,  of  every  thing  in  the  house. 

5874.  To  whom  do  you  issue  the  wine  which  may  be  required  ? — To  the  person  in  charge 
of  each  division. 

5875.  Upon  wliat  authority? — That  of  the  manager  and  physician.  When  I say  that, 
it  is  because  the  manager  is  aware  that  such  is  issued. 

5876.  Are  tenders  for  contracts  invited  by  public  advertisement?- — They  are. 

5877.  Do  you  exercise  any  superintendence  over  the  keepers,  nurses,  and  servants  ? — I Duties  of  Store- 

do,  next  to  the  manager.  keeper. 

5878.  Have  you  an  inventory  of  all  the  propert}r  in  the  house  belonging  to  die  Governors, 
of  bedding,  furniture,  clothing,  &c.  ? — I have,  with  die  exception  of  a few  articles  which 
the  manager  lias. 

5879.  Are  you  enabled  to  tell  at  any  time  what  is  in  charge  of  the  several  keepers  in  the 
different  wards? — Yes. 

5880.  Do  you  take  stock  annually? — Yearly  of  all  articles ; monthly  of  those  in  store. 

5881.  Do  you  keep  an  account  as  against  each  of  the  servants,  of  all  the  things  in  his  or 
her  charge? — Yes,  and  an  account  showing  every  month  wliat  is  in  store. 

5882.  Are  any  potatoes  used  in  the  establishment? — No.  Consumption  of 

5883.  Has  that  been  always  the  practice?— Not  always;  some  years  ago  tiiey  were  used,  vegetables, 
when  they  were  cheap. 

5884.  Do  the  patients  get  vegetables  frequently  in  the  week  ? — They  do,  every  day  that 
soup  is  made. 

5885.  Are  those  vegetables  the  produce  of  the  farm? — Yes;  we  never  purchase  any.  I 
wish  to  remark,  that  the  duties  I have  to  perform  in  this  institution  are  very  responsible.  I 
am  constant  in  my  attendance,  and  1 tiiink  it  should  be  taken  into  consideration  that  I have 
to  live  outside,  there  being  no  apartments  in  the  house  for  me.  The  salary  is  only  £55 
a-year,  and  I think  it  is  insufficient.  I would,  if  I were  residing  in  the  house,  be  allowed 
coals,  and  candles,  and  such  perquisites ; and  by  residing  outside,  I am  deprived  of  those, 
and  I am  obliged  to  live  very  near  tbe  asylum,  and  pay  rent  out  of  the  sum  I have  men- 
tioned. The  whole  of  the  office  business  devolves  upon  me. 


The  Rev.  Martin  Flynn , P.r.,  Trinity  Without,  sworn  and  examined. 


Rev.  Martin  Flynn, 


5886.  Have  you  been  long  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — About  a year  and  a-half. 

5887.  Do  you  attend  regularly  the  meetings  of  the  Board? — As  often  as  I can. 

5888.  Have  you  been  present  when  the  question  of  erecting  a new  infirmary  was  dis-  Chapel  and  infirmary 

cussed? — I was.  accommodation. 

5889.  Was  the  propriety  of  any  additional  chapel  accommodation  under  consideration  also  ? 

— Yes. 

5890.  Has  the  matter  been  finally  disposed  of  by  the  Board? — I believe  not.  It  was  sug- 
gested and  recommended  by  the  Board,  as  far  as  their  opinion  went,  that  both  an  infirmary 

2 H 2 
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tics of  small  means. 


and  a chapel  should  be  built.  The  chapel,  at  present,  is  very  inferior  indeed;  it  is  a ro 
occasionally  used  for  a chapel,  and  during  the  week  for  other  purposes;  and  I think  thel” 
ought  to  be  a distinct  apartment  permanently  set  apart  as  a chapel.  ere 

5891.  The  room  at  present  used  for  Divine  worship  on  Sundays  is,  during  the  week 

appropriated  to  other  purposes  ? — Yes.  ° K’ 

5892.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  a school  being  established  in  the  in 
stitution? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  and  very  useful. 

5893.  The  Commissioners  have  received  a good  deal  of  evidence  with  reference  to  a class 
of  patients  not  absolutely  paupers,  but  whose  means  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  be 
maintained  in  private  asylums— does  your  experience' in  this  district  enable  you  to  say  that 
they  are  a considerable  class  ? — I know  that  there  are  persons  in  this  asylum  whose  friends 
and  relatives  could  afford  to  pay  for  them. 

5894.  Do  you  consider  that  a charitable  institution,  for  the  maintenance  of  persons  who 

would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  full  amount  requisite  for  their  support,  would  be  a great  boon? 
— I do.  ® 


Extent  of  lunacy  in 
the  county. 


Paying  patients. 


5895.  Do  you  consider  that,  in  a public  institution  supported  out  of  the  rates,  an  absolute 

pauper  lunatic  should  have  the  preference  for  admission  before  any  paying  patient? I do 

5896.  Is  there  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes  of  this  country  to  commit 
their  friends  to  the  charge  of  the  authorities  in  lunatic  asylums  ? — I think  not.  I t.hinV 
there  is  a great  willingness  to  have  them  in  asylums. 

5897.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  Police  returns,  which  are  appended  to  the  Seventh  Report 
of  the  Inspectors-General  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  that  there  are  143  of  various  classes  of 
lunatics  at  large  in  the  county  of  Waterford;  do  you  consider  these  lunatics  being  at  large 
arises  in  any  degree  from  an  indisposition  to  send  them  to  the  lunatic  asylum  ?— It  does 
not.  The  return  surprised  me. 

5898. 1 presume  the  return  includes  all  weak-minded  persons? — I presume  it  does;  Ido 
not  know  upon  what  it  is  founded.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  district  around  here  the 
number  astonished  me. 


5899.  Nothing  has  arisen  at  the  Board,  in  the  shape  of  very  numerous  applications,  that 
would  lead  you  to  believe  there  was  a large  demand  for  admission  into  the  institution?— 
N o ; there  are  generally  vacancies  for  all  that  apply.  It  very  rarely  happens,  as  far  as  I am 
aware  of,  that  any  one  applying  is  refused. 

5900.  Do  you  consider  that  any  danger  might  arise,  if  paying  patients  were  admitted,  that 
after  a wiule  the  payments  might  be  discontinued,  and  the  patients  be  left  a charge  upon  the 

tj  "Ti  0;  * con,?ei7?  “at  none  should  be  received  as  paying  patients  whose  relatives 
could  not  be  compelled  by  law  to  pay  for  them.  I do  not  think  a matter  of  that  kind 
sionld  be  left  to  the  mere  discretion  of  friends ; they  should  be  bonnd  by  some  lend  obi- 
gation  to  pav  for  them.  J b 

5901.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would  wish  to  mention  to  the  Commissioners?— Nothing 
more  than  to  particularly  request  their  attention  to  what  has  been  stated  relative  to  the 
chapel  and  infirmary. 
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Clonmel,  13th  February,  1857. 


Clonmel. 


Present:— Sir  T.  N.  Redington, Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews.  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry, 
Secretary. 


Clonbiel  District  Asylum. 

Stephen  Moore,  Esq.,  d.l.  and  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5902.  Have  you  been  for  many  years  a Governor  of  tliis  asylum  ?— Since  the  commence- 
ment. 


Clonmel  District 
Asylum. 

Stephen  Moore, Esq., 
d.l.  and  j.t. 


5903.  That  was,  I believe,  about  the  year  1834? — Yes. 

5904.  The  asylum  is,  I believe,  one  for  the  whole  county  of  Tipperary  ?— Yes,  one  for  the 
North  and  South  Ridings  of  Tipperary. 

5905.  Have  you  been  a constant  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board? Yes. 

5906.  Have  there  been  many  occasions  on  which  a.  Board  was  not  held,  in  consequence  Attendance  of 
of  the  non-attendance  of  the  members? — Very  few  indeed.  There  may  have  been  some.  Governors. 

I never  was  here  that  there  was  not  a Board  formed ; in  general,  I am  sure  there  is  a good 
attendance.  6 


5907.  Are  many  Governors  resident  in  the  North  Riding  of  the  county  ?— There  are  some, 

I believe ; but  I cannot  say  exactly  how  many. 

5908.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  of  Governors  is  chiefly  of  those  who  reside  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Clonmel  ? — Chiefly. 

5909.  Is  there  any  visiting  committee  appointed  by  the  Governors,  to  see  that  their  orders 
are  carried  out?— It  is  a general  rule  amongst  the  Governors  to  come  occasionally  to  see 
how  things  are  going  on.  I do  not  know  exactly  whether  there  is  any  committee.  It  is  a 
general  understanding  amongst  the  Governors,  that  they  do  take  every  opportunity  of  visiting. 

5910.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  attend  the  Board  generally  as  members?— Always 

when  they  come.  J 

5911.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board? — Generally. 

5912.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Inspectors  being  mem-  The  Inspectors  as 
bers  of  the  local  Board? — I think  if  the  Board  were  left  to  themselves,  they  would  do  as  members  of  the 
well.  They  may  suggest  things,  which  we  sometimes  carry  out,  and  sometimes  do  not.  Board. 

5913.  Does  one  or  other  of  the  Inspectors  generally  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board? — 
hot  very  often. 

5914.  Do  they  vote  when  a division  takes  place  at  the  Board? — Generally.  They  have  a 
right  to  do  so. 

5915.  Has  there  been  any  considerable  demand  for  admission  into  the  asylum  of  late? Demand  for admis- 

Nb;  I do  not  think  there  was.  We  have  not  rejected  any.  sion  into  the  Asylum. 

5916.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  present  asylum  is  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  lunatic 
Poor  of.  the  county  of  Tipperary? — Well,  I think  we  might  add  a few  beds  more,  for  the 
taking  in  of  criminal  lunatics.  Wc  find  that  could  be  done  at  little  expense. 

5917.  You  mean  lunatics  who  are  in  gaols? — Yes;  dangerous  lunatics. 

5918.  Has  the  question  of  the  enlargement  of  the  asylum  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Proposed  enlarge- 

Board  of  Governors? — A good  deal.  meat  of  the  building. 

5919.  In  what  position  does  the  question  at  present  stand? — Some  of  us  went  round  and 
examined  the  building,  and  there  is  a plan  laid  before  us  by  our  manager  in  reference  to  it. 

The  thing  could  be  done  at  little  expense,  which  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  the  county 
to  do ; for  we  found  that,  by  raising  the  roofs  of  some  of  the  houses,  and  building  additional 
apartments,  we  could  add  about  sixty  beds  for  a very  small  sum  of  money,  and  make 
the  place  perfectly  comfortable,  and  sufficient  to  give  all  the  accommodation  required. 

5920.  Were  the  plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  asylum  submitted  to  the  executive 
Government? — They  were. 

5921.  Have  they  been  approved? — They  were  not  exactly  approved,  because  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  to  have  a great  deal  more  enlargement  than  was  absolutely  necessary.  I should 
state  that  this  case  was  laid  before  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county,  of  which  I was  foreman  at 
the  time.  We  memorialed  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  give  effect  to  what  was  done.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  a specification  sent  down  from  Dublin,  which  would  cost  the  county  an 
enormous  sum  of  money;  and,  whilst  it  would  put  the  county  to  immense  expense,  it  would 
not  do  much  good. 

5922. 1 believe,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  any  works  to  be  carried  out  for  the  enlarge-  Execution  of  new 
ment  of  the  asylum,  should  be  executed  by  the  Commissioners  of  General  Control  and  Corre-  works;  state  of  the 
spondence? — That  is  so.  I think  we  might  make  an  enlargement  that  would  give  suffi-  1,w- 
for  much  less  expense  than  what  I know  to  have  been  incurred  in  other  asylmns. 

5923.  Do  you  consider  the  local  Board  more  competent  than,  or  as  competent  as  the  General 
oard  of  Superintendence  in  Dublin,  to  execute  such  works? — I really  think  that  the  local 
oard,  with  the  attention  I know  they  always  pay  here  to  matters  of  the  kind,  are  quite 
competent  for  the  purpose,  particularly  as  it  is  their  duty  to  relieve  the  county  from  as  much 
eX5d9/L  85  can,  in  order  to  lower  the  taxation. 

th  f iT  j W!eve’  as  t^ie  law  at  present  stands  with  regard  to  the  building  of  new  asylums, 
decision  ultimately  rests  with  the  central  authority  in  Dublin? — .Certainly. 

925.  Are.you  satisfied  with  that  state  of  the  law? — Certainly  not.  We  considered  that 
e specification  sent  down  would  put  the  county  to  great  expense,  and  that  it  was  our  duty, 
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as  men  holding  large  property  in  the  county,  and  from  a regard  to  the  tenants  of  the  countv 
to  see  that  we  were  relieved  as  much  as  possible  from  extra  expenditure. 

5926.  I believe  the  county  prisons  arc  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  local  authorities? 
— Entirely,  and  very  properly. 

5927.  Has  it  ever  been  under  consideration  to  establish  a second  asylum  in  the  North 
Riding  of  the  county  Tipperary  ? — It  was  never  mooted  to  us.  I consider  this  quite  suffi- 
cient for  the  two  Ridings. 

5928.  I believe  that  a considerable  addition  to  the  quantity  of  ground  belonging  to  the 
asylum  lias  been  made  within  the  last  few  years? — Yes. 

5929.  Is  that  land  principally  used  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates? — Yes;  and  very 
beneficially. 

5930. 1 believe  that,  under  the  present  state  of  the  law,  the  Grand  Juries  are  called  on  to 
present  a certificate  to  the  authorities  in  Dublin  fortlie  expenditure  that  has  taken  place?— Yes. 

5931.  Has  any  desire  been  expressed  by  the  Grand  Juries  from  time  to  time,  to  receive 
more  detailed  information  with  reference  to  expenditure? — Every  thing  is  laid  clearly  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  and  as  one  of  the  Grand  Jury,  I never  found  it  necessary  to  make  any  alter- 
ation with  a view  to  economy. 

5932.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  Governors  are  appointed  for  this  asylum? — Some  people  wish  to  leave  every  thing 
to  the  Grand  Jury;  others  are  satisfied  with  tilings  as  they  are.  If  I was  to  give  my  opinion, 
I think  the  Grand  Jury  are  the  most  competent,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  county. 

5933.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Grand  Jury  would  be 
allowed  to  name  a certain  number  of  members  of  the  Board,  the  executive  Government 
being  still  left  the  power  of  appointing  Governors  also  ? — The  Grand  Jury,  in  the  cases  where 
they  have  the  power  of  selection,  such  as  for  the  Board  of  Superintendence,  generally  select 
the  names  of  those  whom  they  consider  to  be  the  most  efficient,  and  most  attentive,  and  who 
would  be  most  regular  in  their  attendance ; and  I think  the  Grand  Jury  would  do  the  same 
as  regards  the  asylum. 

5934. 1 believe  the  gentleman  who  holds  the  office  of  manager  of  this  asylum  is  a medical 
man?— He  is. 

5935.  Does  that  arrangement  work  satisfactorily? — Yes. 

5936.  Are  there  any  chaplains  appointed  to  this  institution  ? — There  are,  a Protestant  and 
a Roman  Catholic  Chaplain. 

5937.  Has  that  been  always  the  case? — Not  until  lately. 

5938.  Has  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  in  your  opinion,  been  beneficial  or  otherwise?— 
Well  I was  against  their  appointment,  because  I did  not  consider  chaplains  necessary  for 
people  in  the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylum. 

5939.  Is  there  any  place  of  worship  connected  with  the  institution? — No ; there  is  no  place 
of  worship. 

5940.  Are  paying  patients  received  into  this  institution?— No ; at  least,  we  have  none. 
There  are  pensioners  here,  but  they  are  not  paid  for. 

5941.  I believe  you  are  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence? — I am. 

5942.  Have  you  from  time  to  time  had  many  lunatics  detained  in  the  Clonmel  gaol?— 
Sometimes  more,  and  sometimes  less,  not  to  any  great  extent — fifteen  or  eighteen. 

5943.  Have  those  lunatics  been  for  any  considerable  period  in  the  gaol? — Sometimes; 
not  very  long,  indeed. 

5944.  Have  you  had  complaints  of  lunatics  in  gaols  interfering  with  the  discipline?— We 
have  them  separated,  and  we  have  people  appointed  to  take  care  of  them. 

5945.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  capability  of  the  gaol  for  tlie  curative  treatment  of 
i 6 jnsane' — That  is  a question  I would  not  like  to  answer.  The  doctor  of  our  asylum  is 
the  doctor  also  of  our  gaol,  and  I am  sure  the  lunatics  in  the  gaol  are  treated  in  the  best 
possible  manner. 

5946-  Are  all  tlie  lunatics,  no  matter  what  their  state  may  be,  in  one  department  of  the 
gaol?— I believe  there  is  a particular  place  set  apart  for  them.  Within  the  last  four  days 
we  appointed  an  extra  female  to  attend  female  lunatics. 

594/.  But  the  lunatics  in  a prison,  whether  violent  or  otherwise,  would  he  detained  in 
the  same  ward  with  the  others  ? — I cannot  exactly  say  that. 

5948.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act — do  you  con- 
sider it  advisable  there  should  be  a power  to  commit  lunatics  direct  to  the  gaol  ? — My  opinion 
is,  that  some  magistrates  take  upon  them  more  than  they  ought — that  is,  that  they  commit 
people  whom  they  ought  not  to  commit.  I have  known  instances  of  the  kind. 

5949.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Clonmel  Union?— I am. 

5950.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  the  asylum  in  getting  the  friends  of  patients 
to  remove  them  ? — Sometimes  they  take  a longer  time  than  at  others  to  remove  them,  but 
m general  I believe  they  are  removed  pretty  soon. 

5951.  You  have  stated  that  no  paying  patients  have  been  received  into  the  asylum  except 

pensioners?— Yes.  J 

5952.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  accommodation  being  provided  for 
persons  who  would  pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  but  not  the  entire? — I 
think  m this  country  very  few  people  would  wish  to  pay;  I know  there  has  been  a person 
admitted  in  here  who  ought  to  pay. 

5953.  Have  any  difficulties  arisen  with  regard  to  the  removal  of  lunatics  who  may  be 
detained  in  gaol  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant  as  dangerous  lunatics? — No ; you.  can, 
however,  get  more  information  on  that  point  from  others. 
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5954.  Is  there  any  thing  in  reference  to  the  inquiry  with  which  the  Commissioners  are 
entrusted  that  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  you  would  wish  to  bring  before  us? 
—No;  I am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  management  of  the  asylum,  except,  as  1 1 said  before 
it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a few  more  beds  to  increase  the  accommodation  without 
putting  the  county  to  much  expense. 


CXONHEI,. 

Clonmel  District 
Asylum. 

Stephen  Moore, Esq., 
d.l.  and  j.p. 


James  Flynn,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

5955.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  connexion  with  this  asylum?— At  present  1 am  manager 

and  resident  physician.  ° 

5956.  How  long  have  you  held  these  appointments  ?— I have  been  manager  since  the 
7th  August,  1841,  and  resident  physician  since  the  14th  October,  1849. 

5957.  There  is  also  a visiting  physician  attached  to  the  asylum  ''—There  is. 

5958.  What  arrangement  is  made  between  you  and  the  visiting  physician  as  to  the 
medical  charge  of  the  establishment?— When  I was  appointed  resident  medical  officer  by 
letter  from  the  Lunacy  Office  in  Dublin  Castle,  Dr.  Shiel  received  a letter  also  at  the  same 
time,  and  lie  said  to  me,  “ Dr.  Flynn,  you  are  now  resident  physician,  and  you  get  the 
charge  of  the  institution  in  your  medical  capacity.”  From  that  out  he  and  I have  gone  on 
in  the  best  manner  together : I take  the  ordinary  charge  of  the  patients,  sick  and  well  • he 
visits  three  times  a-week,  as  the  day-book  shows,  and  at  all  hours,  night  or  day,  whenever  I 
have  occasion  to  call  on  him;  I have  sent  for  him  at  unseasonable  hours,  and  he  has  always 
attended;  there  lias  been  a most  cordial  and  united  co-operation  on  his  part  and  on  mine 
not  only  medically  but  otherwise. 

5959.  You  conduct  the  curative  treatment  of  the  insane,  Dr.  Shiel  acting  as  consulting 

physician  ? — Yes.  ° 

5960.  And  in  like  manner  with  reference  to  the  bodily  treatment  of  patients,  apart  from 
insanity,  you  take  charge  of  that,  consulting  Dr.  Shiel?— Yes;  always  directing  his  atten- 
tion to  any  thing  that  might  be  serious,  and  he  and  I consult  together  about  it 

5961.  You  consider,  therefore,  the  direct  responsibility  of  treatment  rests  with  yourself? 
— I do;  the  Governors  think  so  too. 


James  Flynn,  Esq., 


The  medical  charge 
of  the  Asylum ; 
Medical  Manager  and 
Visiting  Physician. 


M62.  Is  there  an  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution?— Two  rooms  have  been  built  Infirmary  neconmo- 
within  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  by  the  Boai'd  of  Works,  which  serve  as  an  infirmary  dation ; treating 
when  required.  One  is  now  used  for  three  male  patients— on  the  female  side  there  is  no  £5^“ 
infirmary.  We  have  rarely  any  sickness.  The  apartment,  from  the  pressure  of  patients,  is 
used  at  the  present  moment  as  a sleeping  room. 

5963.  At  the  present  moment  are  patients  treated  in  their  separate  cells  ?— At  the  present 
moment  there  is  one,  but  extraordinary  cases  arc  treated  in  the  infirmary. 

5964.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  treating  cases  in  separate  cells? If  a 

patient  be  very  noisy  and  extremely  dirty,  you  must  treat  him  in  a separate  cell  rather 
than  m a room  where  there  ai’e  five  or  six  other  patients. 

5965.  Are  there  any  means  of  warming  or  heating  those  cells  ?— None,  except  the  fire- 
places in  the  corridors. 


5966.  Is  not  a patient  left  entirely  to  himself  except  when  occasionally  visited  by  the 
nurses  ? — Yes. 


5967.  In  the  ordinary  infirmary  the  presence  of  the  nurses  is  constant? — I would  say 
constant.  There  are  only  three  attendants,  the  sick  nurse  and  two  attendants.  On  the 
male  side  there  is  a man  exclusively  devoted  to  the  attendance  on  the  sick. 

5968.  Do  you  discharge  fully  the  duties  of  civil  manager,  as  prescribed  by  the  Privy  The  civil  duties  of 

Council  regulations?. — Yes,  as  well  as  I can  do  so.  the  Manager. 

5969.  Do  you  keep  a general  registry  containing  all  the  particulars  of  cases  admitted 
into  the  asylum? — The  clerk  enters  them  from  the  admission  papers.  I hold  myself  respon- 
sible for  them. 


5970.  The  book  is  regularly  kept? — Regularly  kept;  I am  ready  to  produce  it. 

5971.  In  the  case  of  patients  received  under  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrants  from  gaols,  have  Want  of  information 
you  any  means  of  filling  up  that  hook  to  any  extent? — None,  except  what  may  be  stated  respecting  patients, 
from  the  gaols ; no  particulars  come  with  those  cases,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  war- 
rant. 


KQ79"  y°U  cons^er  ^lat  a disadvantage? — A manifest  disadvantage. 

5973.  What  means  have  you  of  obtaining  any  knowledge  of  the  previous  history  of  the 
casf-  N"°  means  whatever.  You  may  get  a rambling  statement  from  some  friends  of  the 
patients’  who  may  come  here  with  them,  but  that  very  rarely  occurs  in  the  case  of  patients 
from  gaols.  There  is  a visitors’  book  to  show  when  friends  come  to  the  institution.  The 
gate  porter  enters  their  visits  on  the  visiting  days. 

5974.  What  is  the  ordinary  practice  with  regard  to  admissions — are  the  patients  ad-  Admission  of 
mitted  by  the  Board  ? — Generally  speaking  there  are  three  modes  of  admission  here,  by  the  patients. 

oaxd,  by  his  Excellency’s  warrant,  and  urgent  cases  by  Dr.  Shiel  and  myself.  We  are 
extremely  chary  in  admitting  patients,  unless  required  by  two,  or,  perhaps,  more  Governors, 
or  magistrates  of  the  county,  stating  that  it  is  an  extremely  urgent  and  sudden  case,  likely 
to  get  well  after  a short  time. 

5975.  In  cases  of  patients  admitted  by  yourself  and  the  visiting  physician,  is  the  usual 
made  upon  the  order  of  admission  of  the  particular  circumstances? — Invariably. 

976.  In  ordinary  cases  the  admission  papers  are  brought  before  the  Board? — Yes;  the 

mission  papers  are  laid  on  the  table  by  Dr.  Shiel,  and.  if  he  is  not  present  by  me.  I 

vise  the  Board  to  the  best  of  my  ability  when  a vacancy  occurs.  The  Board  take  no 
trouble  unless  a vacancy  is  reported. 
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5977.  Is  it  usual  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  means  of  a patient,  to  ascertain  whether  lie 
is  in  circumstances  enabling  him  to  pay? — An  affidavit  being  made,  that  precludes  all 
inquiry.  I am  aware  loose  statements  might  be  made  as  to  the  means  of  the  friends  of 
patients.  However,  it  is  a delicate  thing  to  question  an  affidavit  sworn  by  parties,  and 
supposed  to  be  signed  b}r  a magistrate.  We  have  no  option  here,  presuming  that  document 
to  be  correctly  filled. 

5978.  With  regard  to  the  discharge  of  patients,  have  any  difficulties  arisen  in  securinn- 
their  removal  from  the  asylum  ? — Yes ; the  bond  of  removal  is  supposed  to  he  signed  by 
some  person  binding  himself  under  the  penalty  of  £10  to  remove  the  patient.  This  bond  Is 
frequently  signed  by  a member  of  the  patient’s  family,  who  comes  with  him ; and  that 
person  is  frequently  poorer  and  more  destitute  than  the  patient  admitted.  As  a penal 
document,  the  bond  is,  therefore,  of  no  value ; and  when  the  time  of  removal  comes  round 
the  person  who  signed  it  may,  perhaps,  be  in  America,  or  may  be  dead.  Then  a difficulty 
arises  with  respect  to  the  patient:  the  Board  of  Guardians  will  not  receive  him  into  the 
workhouse,  because  he  is  not  actually  destitute ; and  no  remedy  remains  but  to  send  him  to 
the  district  from  which  he  was  received.  Cases  from  gaols  are  so  peculiar,  and  generally 
so  destitute,  that  I never,  on  my  own  responsibility,  discharge  a gaol  patient.  The  usual 
course  is  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  district  from  which  the  patient  came,  and  send  him  to 
that  barony  or  parish,  and  leave  him  to  work  his  way  as  well  as  he  possibly  can. 

5979.  Do  you  find  that  the  number  of  applicants  for  admission  into  this  asylum  is  greater 
from  the  South  than  from  the  North  Riding? — In  truth,  we  have  few,  if  any  applications, 
from  tlieNortli  Riding.  They  generally  send  their  patients  to  the  gaol ; for  it  would  involve 
a very  heavy  expenditure  on  a poor  peasant  to  bring  a lunatic  relative  thirty,  or  forty,  or 
fifty  miles  here.  I get.  a letter,  perhaps  from  a magistrate,  or  a clergyman,  or  a country 
gentleman,  requesting  me  to  send  him  a form  of  admission.  I forward  it;  he  requests  at 
the  same  time  to  know  whether  there  is  any  vacancy ; and  if  I state  in  my  reply,  there  is  no 
vacancy,  I never  hear  any  thing  more  of  the  case. 

5980. 1 understand,  then,  that  the  lunatics  in  the  asylum  from  the  North  Rifling  are 
usually  lunatics  who  have  been  committed  from  the  gaol  there? — Generally  speaking;  in 
fact,  latterly  we  received  none,  except  in  that  way,  from  the  North  Riding. 

5981. 1 presume  that  explains  why,  amongst  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  on  the  1st  of 
January  last,  out  of  141,  only  thirty-seven  were  from  the  North  Riding? — It.  may  partially 
explain  it. 

5982.  Have  you  many  lunatics  here  now  belonging  to  the  old  house  of  industry?— I 
would  say  about  twelve.  I cannot  speak  precisely  as  to  the  number. 

5983.  Are  those  lunatics  classed  as  South  Riding  lunatics  ? — When  the  present  Lord 
Dunalley  got  the  Privy  Council  to  separate  the  county  into  ridings,  I.  took  the  most 
anxious  pains  to  ascertain  where  every  person  in  the  asylum  came  from,  so  far  as  the  ridings 
are  concerned.  I wrote  to  magistrates,  clergymen,  and  every  one  from  whom  I could 
get  information,  when  I could  not  trace  where  the  parties  came  from;  and  I classified 
them  for  the  North  and  South  Ridings,  according  to  the  answer’s  I got.  I should  explain 
that  there  are  wandering  lunatics  taken  up,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  county;  mutiny 
belief  is  that  there  are  three  in  the  house  at  present  that  belong  to  other  districts.  I know 
one  man  who  belongs  to  Cork,  and  another  to  the  Limerick  district. 

5984.  Have  those  cases  been  transferred,  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant,  from  the 
gaols?— Yes. 

5985.  Is  the  Morning  Statement  Book  regularly  kept? Yes. 

5986.  Are  the  cases  of  restraint  duly  entered? — There  is  no  case  of  restraint  in  this  house 
but  one,  and  that  is  done  under  the  sanction  of  the  Board,  in  consequence  of  the  patient’s 
terrible  propensities.  Pie  has  one  arm  confined  to  a belt,  in  order  to  prevent  him  from 
committing  murder  on  the  attendants  or  patients. 

5987.1s  that  restraint  duly  entered  iu  the  Morning  Statement  Book? — It  has  been 
entered  the  first  of  every  month,  and  repeated  through  the  month.  The  case  is  a noto- 
rious one. 

5988.  Describe  the  restraint? — A small  chain  round  his  waist;  a belt  with  six  or  seven 
small  links,  to  give  him  liberty,  or  to  lessen  it,  and  a clasp  around  his  wrist  to  prevent  him 
climbing. 

5989.  Has  he  been  guilty  of  very  great  violence  since  his  removal  to  the  asylum? — ^ os, 
before  and  since.  He  was  admitted  in  September,  1841,  shortly  after  my  appointment.  He 
came  with  a terrible  character;  and  Dr.  Shiel  and  myself  resolved' to  give  liim  even- 
possible  fair  play,  and  we  put  no  restraint  upon  him.  He  escaped,  and  got  down  the  town, 
and  committed  violence ; was  brought  back  by  the  police,  and  we  put  him  under  restraint 
for  some  time.  He  made  promises  of  amendment,  was  relieved  from  the  restraint,  and  we 
put  him  to  work  at  his  trade  as  a shoemaker.  Dr.  Shiel  and  I ordered  him  tea,  and  a little 
ale  sometimes.  Then  he  broke  out  and  committed  other  depredations.  He  got  out  of  the 
asylum,  and  was  throwing  stones  at  every  one ; was  taken  up,  and  put  again  under  restraint. 
After  the  lapse  of  six  months  I had  him  again  x’elieved  from  the  restraint,  and  let  him  go 
about,  gave  him  books  and  every  thing  to  amuse  him ; but  he  broke  out  once  more,  got  op 
upon  the  roof,  and  began  throwing  slates  down  on  me.  Some  of  the  men  went  up  after 
him,  and  amongst  the  rest  the  clerk,  whose  skull  he  fractured,  and  the  poor  man  is  labouring 
under  partial  paralysis.  Since  that  he  has  been  put  under  that  one-arm  restraint  I have 
described,  with  the  full  sanction  of  Dr.  Shiel  and  the  Board. 

5990.  Is  he  under  that  restraint  during  the  night?— It  is  taken  off  about  four  or  five 
o clock  every  evening.  He  gets  his  supper,  with  two  men  standing  by,  and  he  is  put  to 
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bed;  at  seven  or  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  it  is  put  on.  He  is  walked  out,  and  he  -rets  Cionme. 
a book  or  a newspaper  to  read.  53  ' 

5991.  Is  there  any  padded  room  in  the  asylum? No.  Clonmel  District 

5992.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  having  such  a room  ? — I have  had  no  ‘t*7*"'  T, 

experience  of  it  m this  house;  but  I have  heard  it  highly  spoken  of  by  medical  gentlemen  05  ,,V'  Esq" 
and  others  elsewhere,  and  in  England,  where  I visited.  Padded  rooms- 

5993.  Is  seclusion  practised?  Very  little.  We  quietly  remove  a patient  to  a room  for  a seclusion.  ' 
few  hours — one  of  the  usual  bed-rooms,  with  no  furniture  in  it.  I visit  the  patient  and 

remove  him  when  he  is  quiet.  Instances  have  been  known  of  patients  breaking  a piece  of 
iron  off  the  bed,  and  striking  with  it,  or  putting  it  through  the  hole  where  the  inspection 
plate  is.  I am  an  advocate  for  non-restraint.  I have  a patient  who  was  in  an  iron  crib  in 
Fort  Clarence  for  years. 

5994.  Do  you  keep  a minute  book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  ?— The  Board  have  The  books  of  the 

me  in  attendance,  and  I keep  the  Minute  Bock.  Asylum. 

5995.  Where  are  the  communications  which  may  be  made  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  Board 
recorded? — In  the  Visitors’ Book.  [Same  is  produced.] 

5996.  This  book  appears  to  contain  the  minutes  made  by  the  Inspectors  on  the  occasion 
of  their  visits? — Yes. 

5997.  My  question  had  reference  to  communications  by  letter  to  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors ?— They  are  laid  before  the  Board,  and  afterwards  entered  in  the  Minute  Book.  The 
letters  are  very  few. 


...  _ — - --  may  desire 

to  call  the  attention  ot  the  Board  ? — There  is  a hook  that  is  supplemental  to  the  Minute 
Book;  it  is  called  the  Manager’s  Memorandum  Book. 

6000.  Is  there  a Medical  Journal  kept  in  this  asylum? — There  is. 

6001.  As  you  have  the  charge  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  in  the  house,  are 

E enabled  to  keep  all  these  various  books,  and  discharge  efficiently  the  civil  duties  of 
ager? — I have  a clerk. 


6002.  Is  that  clerk  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  clerk  and  storekeeper? — No. 

6003.  Do  you  daily  visit  all  parts  of  the  institution? — Yes,  several  times  a-day.  Some  Visits  of  Manager 
days  I might  be  ill.  There  is  scarcely  a day  passes  that  I do  not  visit  the  patients,  and  some  to  Pnticnts- 
patients  I visit  four  or  five  times  in  the  day. 

6004.  How  frequently  in  the  year  do  the  Inspectors  visit  the  institution  ? — Perhaps  twice ; The  visits  of  the 

sometimes  three  times.  I only  speak  from  memory.  The  4th  July  is  the  last  entry  of  Dr.  Inspectors  ; their 
Nugent;  31st  of  October,  of  Dr.  White.  Dr.  Nugent  was  here  four  or  five  weeks  ago.  and  1U  tlie 

there  is  no  entry  of  that  visit.  y 

6005.  The  Inspectors  therefore  do  not  make  a memorandum  of  their  visit  on  each  occa- 
sion?— I cannot  charge  my  memory  with  any  they  havo  not  entered  except  two. 

6006.  Are  their  visits  made  upon  notice  ? — I never  received  any  notice.  On  one  occasion 
I requested  Dr.  White  to  come  down  about  some  disputes  with  contractors,  and  lie  came. 

6007.  Are  the  visits  made  usually  on  Board  days? — Dr.  Nugent  was  here  at  two  special 
boards;  lie  was  here  in  September  and  in  October.  They  are  regularly  summoned,  being 
or  officio  members  of  the  Board. 


6008.  Yon  spoke  of  Dr.  White  having  visited  on  one  occasion  when  there  was  some  dis- 
pute with  contractors? — Yes,  about  two  years  ago. 

6009.  What  power  lias  the  Inspector  of  interfering  in  such  matters? — The  contracts 
went  to  the  Inspectors’  office  to  lie  examined,  and  I was  anxious  one  of  them  should  attend 
here  in  order  that  he  might  sec  the  difference  that  existed,  and  lie  did  so. 

6010.  Wliat  was  the  nature  of  tlie  difference  with  the  contractoi’s  ? — It  was  about  inferior 
supplies. 


6011.  Was  not  the  Board  the  proper  authority  to  deal  with  the  matter? — I invariably 
bnng  all  matters  before  the  Board,  and  1 as  invariably  get  redress  ; but  I was  anxious,  in 
consequence  of  some  remarks  sent  to  the  Inspectors’  office  in  Dublin,  to  have  the  presence 
of  one  of  them.  Some  parties  in  Clonmel  wrote  to  the  Government  that  they  did  not  get 
fo,1'Play  here.  The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  was  Uncler-Secrctary  at  the  time. 

6012.  What  authority  have  tlie  Inspectors  as  Inspectors  in  the  establishment? — They 
wake  suggestions  to  the  Board,  which  may  perhaps  have  greater  weight  than  those  of  an 
humble  individual  like  me.  Their  suggestions  are  received  with  the  greatest  attention. 

601 3. 1 believe  it  is  the  practice  to  send  up  all  tlie  contracts  to  the  office  of  the  Inspec-  Contracts. 
t0Iprvf  As;ylams,>  t0  *3e  la'd  before  the  Privy  Council? — Yes. 

6014.  What  time  elapses  between  the  period  the  contract?  are  sent  up  and  their  return  ? 

--hive  or  six  weeks;  in  fact,  on  two  or  three  occasions  contractors  commenced  supplying 

finf  ^re  was  any  leA‘al  sanction  for  doing  so. 

6015.  By  whom  are  the  servants  of  the  institution  appointed  ? — Byrne,  subject  to  the  sane-  Appointment  and 

1(>rni  ^le  ^ invariably  employ  the  servants  on  the  recommendation  of  Governors.  dis,ruBSal  of  Bervant*. 

6016.  With  whom  does  the  removal  of  servants  rest? — That  is  done  by  me.  I scarcely 
eVfiniem°Ve’  exceP*  ^or  drunkenness  or  something  of  that  kind. 

6017.  D°  you  dismiss  absolutely  without  bringing  the  matter  under  tlie  notice  of  the 

oard . — I would  consider  it  monstrous  to  have  a servant  disturbing  an  institution  without 

removing  him  at  once.  Tor  instance,  a short  time  ago,  I removed  an  assistant  gardener  for 
I always  report  those  things  to  the  Board. 

UJ.O.  Have  the  provisions  of  the  recent  Superannuation  Act  been  carried  out  in  this  Superannuation  Act. 

2 I 
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asylum? — No;  we  hacl  no  applications,  but  before  the  act  was  passed,  though  I scarcely 
like  to  speak  of  the  Board  as  they  arc  present,  in  their  humanity  and  benevolence  the 
broke  through  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  gave  a small  allowance  to  two  servants  who  were 
broken  down,  one  after  twenty  years’  and  the  other  after  twenty-one  years’  service;  to  one 
the)'  gave  £1  a month,  and  the  other  10s.  a month  to  keep  them  from  the  poorhousc. 

6019.  Are  the  attendants  in  the  institution  required  to  undergo  any  examination  with 
respect  to  their  knowledge  of  reading  and  writing? — No  one  could  make  a greater  struck 
than  I did,  to  have  attendants  with  these  acquirements.  I invariably  got  them  in  the  men 
but  on  very  few  occasions  do  I tiiul  them  with  the  female  attendants.  The  sick  nurses  and 
the  upper  nurse  do  read  and  write. 

6020.  Is  there  any  limitation  as  to  the  ago  of  the  persons  appointed  ? I never  take  anv 

person  over  thirty  years  of  age  if  I can.  * 

6021.  There  appeared  to  bo  in  the  asylum  yesterday,  a person  appointed  two  months 
since,  above  the  age  you  mention? — Yes,  she  is  a very  competent  person.  She  has  been  a 
servant  of  mine  for  fifteen  years  in  the  asylum.  She  is  only  a deputy  and  not  a nurse  and 
she  will  never  be  higher  here  than  what  she  is. 

6022.  A considerable  quantity  of  land  has  been  taken  bv  the  Governors  within  the  last 
few  years,  for  the  employment  of  the  patients — is  that  entirely  cultivated  with  the  spade?— 
No ; part  of  it  could  not  be  cultivated  with  the  spade,  in  consequence  of  the  worn  out  con- 
dition which  it  was  in.  They  had  ploughs  and  harrows  to  tear  it  up  and  <mt  it  into  a 
good  condition.  There  was  part  of  it  under  grass. 

6023. 1 presume  the  quantity  of  land  affords  abundant  field  for  the  occupation  of  those 
who  can  labour  with  the  spade? — At  present  it  does. 

6024.  Have  you  found  advantage  to  arise  from  the  employment  of  the  patients  in  that 
way  ? — I have  found  great  advantage  to  arise  both  pecuniary  and  sanitary. 

6025.  Are  you  enabled  to  supply  the  house  with  vegetables? — Yes,  1 save  over  £100 
a-year  from  that  source. 

6026.  Are  vegetables  much  used? — Three  times  a- week  abundantly. 

6027.  Are  potatoes  used  ? — We  use  none  at  present.  We  had  potatoes  planted  last  year; 
some  failed  and  others  rotted.  We  find  bread  more  economical  at  present. 

6028.  Has  the  disuse  of  the  potato  in  the  asylum  arisen  since  its  failure? Entirely. 

6029.  What  lias  been  the  effect  upon  the  general  health  of  the  inmates? — For  a year  or 
two  after  the  disuse  of  the  potato,  our  mortality  increased  from  four  or  five  to  ton  per  cent., 
and  after  that  it  came  down  to  a very  small  per  centagc ; indeed  it  is  amazing  how  small  the 
per  centage  is. 

6030.  Is  the  same  diet  given  to  patients  who  labour  and  those  who  arc  notable  to  work? 
— No,  the  idle  men  get  four  ounces  a-day  less  bread  than  those  who  work.  The  idle  men 
and  women  are  on  an  equality  of  dietary. 

6031.  How  are  the  females  employed? — Knitting,  sewing,  quilting,  cleaning,  washing, 
and  m the  ordinary  occupations  belonging  to  females. 

60o2.  Are  you  enabled  with  the  labour  of  the  establishment  to  make  up  all  the  clothing 
and  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  inmates? — Except  that  wo  have  the  assistance  of 
one  tailor,  who  assists  occasionally  in  any  emergency,  hut  not  as  a keeper.  The  female 
clotuing  is  exclusively  made  up  in  the  house.  The  shoes  for  both  males  and  females  are 
made  up  m the  house. 

, 6033.  Are  any  amusements  provided  for  the  inmates? — Yes,  wc  have  a little  library,  3 
rail-alley,  and  they  go  out  and  run  about.  The  attendants  read  for  them  and  amuse  them 
the  best  way  they  can. 

6034. 1 presume  you  find  the  occupation  of  a patient's  mind  very  essential  and  advan- 
tageous towards  his  cure  ? — W ell,  very  much ; I keep  them  employed  as  much  as  possible 
at  labour — those  that  are  of  tlie  agricultural  class. 

60u5.  Do  the  patients,  themselves,  exhibit  any  anxiety  or  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  any 
amusement  provided  ? — They  do ; they  feed  pigeons,  and  like  the  trifling  amusements  outside. 

01‘  *our  them  to  go  out  to  catch  birds’  nests,  and  they  take  great  care  of  them. 

oOoo.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  present  airing  courts  for  the  lunatics? 
— They  are  too  prison-like. 

6037.  Do  you  refer  to  the  size  of  the  airing  courts? I do. 

6038.  Would  not  the  proposed  addition  to  the  building,  by  raising  tlie  wings,  tend  to 
make  the  yards  still  darker  and  less  cheerful  ? — Yes.  The  Board  intended,  at  my  request, 
to  have  made  two  yards  outside,  extending  the  land  at  either  side. 

6039.  Are  there  any  particular  arrangements  for  ventilation  in  the  house? — None,  except 
through  windows,  and  through  some  apertures,  which  I caused  to  be  made  myself  some 
years  ago  in  the  ceiling.  It  requires  close  attention  on  tire  part  of  the  attendants  to  keep 
every  thing  cleanly  and  to  secure  ventilation. 

6040.  Are  you  satisfied  generally  that  the  ventilation  of  the  house  is  good?— The  venti- 
lation of  the  house  depends  now  more  on  care  and  supervision  than  upon  any  artificial 
means  that  have  been  adopted.  Y ou  are  aware  that  in  large  buildings  artificial  means  are 
provided,  such  as  flues,  and  none  of  these  exist  here.  They  are  generally  failures.  In 

Tj  ar*‘hcial  ventilation  has  cost  in  one  asylum  30,000  dollars,  with  doubtful  results. 

6041.  How  are  the  passages  and  wards  warmed? — By  large  stoves,  which,  after  I came 
here,  the  Board  most  kindly  allowed  me  to  put  up.  These  are  lighted  in  wet  weather,  for 
the  house  being  built  of  limestone,  great  dampness  is  perceptible  inside  in  wet  weather. 

vr8  st?ves  8X6  %hted  they  create  an  agreeable  warmth. 

6042.  How  is  the  establishment  lighted? — Partly  by  candles  and  partly  by  oil. 
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6043.  Has  it  been  under  consideration  to  introduce  gas?— It  was  under  consideration  in 
1849.  I submitted  a letter  from  the  Gas  Company  to  the  Board,  and  the  Board  considered 
the  letter  unsatisfactory. 

6044.  Is  there  a regular  supply  of  hot  water  laid  on  through  the  wards  ?— No,  that  is  one  T „ 

of  the  deficiencies  of  the  house.  James  Flynn,  Esq., 

6045.  I believe  there  are  lavatories  in  each  ward? — Yes.  Batfrs  and  lavatories 

6046.  How  is  the  hot  water  supplied  for  baths?— By  two  modes,  one  is  from  the  laundry 
and  one  from  the  kitchen.  That  is  an  original  defect.  We  cannot  remedy  that.  With 
respect  to  baths,  we  have  a portable  bath,  which  we  carry  about. 

6047.  When  hot  water  is  required  in  the  building  it  has  to  be  carried  up? Having  a 

surplus  of  labour  here,  we  employ  the  patients  in  carrying  hot  water  from  the  laundry  iron 
cock  in  the  yard  to  the  different  divisions.  J 

6048.  Is  the  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  good? — We  have  admirable  Water  supply, 
water,  but  there  was  a defect  in  the  well.  I tried  to  remedy  that,  and  was  greatly  assisted 

by  a very  intelligent  scientific  member  of  the  Board.  We  sunk  a large  jumper  hole  twenty 
feet  deep.  I put  down  nine  pounds  of  powder,  ignited  it  with  a fuse,  and  blew  the  whole 
tiling  open,  shaking  the  place  considerably.  We  got  a good  supply  of  water  from  that  time. 

We  have  500  gallons  supplied  daily,  but  for  a house  of  this  kind  we  should  have  three  times 
the  quantity.  We  should  have  a constant  running  supply. 

6049.  Is  there  any  regular  periodical  bathing  of  the  patients  ?— There  is  not 

6050.  What  bedding  is  in  use  in  the  establishment ?— Straw ; we  have  a few  cocoa  beds,  Bedding, 
hut  I did  not  like  them.  When  I submitted  the  matter  to  the  Board  some  time  ago,  they 

said  to  try  them,  and  we  got  twenty-four  of  those  beds ; but  I found  they  did  not  suit. 

6051.  For  what  reasons  do  you  prefer  straw? — For  the  sake  of  cleanliness  and  economy, 
and  it  is  useful  subsequently  for  manure. 

6052.  Is  the  bedding  of  the  country  people  generally  straw?— Yes,  that  is  what  is  usual 
in  the  country. 

6053.  Are-  there  any  water-closets  in  the  establishment  ? — There  are.  There  wras  great  Water-closets, 
trouble  with  them,  but  I got  them  fixed  some  time  ago,  and  since  they  have  given  us  no  trouble. 

60o4.  Are  there  water-closets  in  eacli  of  the  divisions? — No.  On  the  ground-floor  there 
are  privies,  and  water-closets  upstairs. 

6055.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  house  satisfactory? — No.  We  have  no  sewerage  from  the  Sewerage, 
privies  in  the  yards.  We  clean  them  out  periodically  by  persons  engaged  for  the  purpose. 

6056.  Arc  the  patients  at  all  employed  at  that  work? — Merely  in  assisting  to  draw  it  off. 

6057.  Have  you  any  reason  to  complain  of  damp  in  the  house? — Yes.  Dampness  of  the 

6058.  What  does  that  arise  from? — The  defective  state  of  the  walls  outside;  the  cut-stone  building, 
work. 


6059.  Has  that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — Several  times.  It 
has  been  covered  in  some  parts  by  the  Board  of  Works  with  Roman  cement. 

6080.  What  classification  of  patients  exists  in  the  asylum  ? — Practically  speaking  the  Classification, 
tranquil  and  impracticable,  as  we  have  only  two  yards  at  each  side,  but  we  have  sub-deno- 
minations which  appear  in  the  list  before  yon. 

6061.  From  the  list  to  which  yon  refer  it  would  appear  that  out  of  141  lunatics  in  the  Proportion  of  curable 

asylum  103  are  incurable? Yes.  and  incurable  cases. 

6062.  What  may  be  the  average  number  of  vacancies  for  which  admissions  are  made  on 
each  board  day  ? — Last  board  day  none. 

6063.  Do  you  consider  that  the  103  incurable  cases  arc  likely  to  remain  in  the  asylum? 

— Yes. 

6064.  The  opportunity,  therefore,  of  affording  relief  to  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  district  for 
curative  treatment  will  merely  depend  upon  the  vacancies  that  will  occur  amongst  the  other 
curable  cases  in  the  asylum? — Yes. 

6065.  The  Commissioners  have  received  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  Separate  establish- 
providing  another  institution  for  incurable  cases  ; what  is  your  opinion  on  the  subject? — 1 mcnt  for  incurables, 
would  consider  it  advantageous  to  have  one  attached  to  this  institution. 

. 6066.  Do  you  consider  great  economy  would  arise  from  that? — Yes;  patients  who  are 
incurable  could  be  supported  at  a lower  rate,  and  in  the  next  place  the  staff  need  not  be  so 
large  for  them. 

6067.  With  regard  to  the  support  of  the  patients,  you  mean  that  the  same  nourishing 
food  is  not  required  as  in  the  case  of  lunatics  whose  cure  is  in  progress  ? — Yes.  A steward 
pd.  his  wife  might  take  charge  of  such  a building  with  a few  attendants,  if  attached  to  an 
institution  like  this. 

6068.  It  has  been  stated  that  in  the  construction  of  that  new  building  by  the  introduction 
. associated  dormitories,  in  which  many  of  those  incurable  patients  could  he  placed,  there 
^otud  be  also  considerable  saving  effected? — Yes.  I gave  a plan  to  that  effect  to  one  of 

flncS^eCt°rS’  us^ec^  me  f°r  one  some  time  ago,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense. 

6069.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  religions  worship  ? — The  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  Keligious  worship, 
attends  at  half-past  nine  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  patients  attend 

fom  to  divine  service.  The  Church  of  England  clergyman’s  congregation  come  into  this 

oarcl-room  at  three  o’clock,  and  he  gives  religious  instruction  to  them  here.  He  also 
* fifT  at  tllree.°’clock  on  Thursday. 

bOfO.  There  is  no  separate  building  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  celebration  of  divine 

rvice  — No.  I got  a temporary  altar  fitted  up  for  the  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  in  the 
**  *S  turnec^  UP>  a’1(l  service  is  performed  there  for  sixty  or  seventy  patients. 

bU71.  Do  the  chaplains  visit  patients  during  the  week? — There  is  no  attendance  on  the 
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part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  except  on  Sundays,  and  when  he  is  sent  for  to  vi  ’» 
sick  or  dying  persons.  The  Church  of  England  clergyman  attends  on  Sundays  andTliursda • 

0 072.  Has  each  chaplain  access  to  any  particular  patient  of'  his  persuasion  he  may  desire  to 
visit,  without  your  authority  ?— Certainly.  I never  prohibit  any  clergyman  comma  officially 
here — from  coming  into  the  establishment  at  any  time  he  may  think  fit.  As  the  appointme  t 
of  chaplains  is  now  recognised  by  the  Board  as  well  as  by' the  Government,  I will  exercis* 
a sound  discretion,  with  Dr.  Shiel,  and  allow  them  discriminate  admission.  e 

G073.  You  consider  there  are  occasions  on  which  communications  by  clergymen  with 
patients  would  be  injurious  ? — I do. 

0074.  Would  you  consider  it  your  duty  on  those  occasions  to  prohibit  a clergyman  inter- 
fering v.'ith  a patient? — Certainly. 

6075.  How  many  years  have  the  chaplains  been  appointed  to  this  institution? Five  years 

6070;  From  your  experience  during  those  five  years,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the 
advisability  of  having  chaplains  connected  with  such  institutions  ? — I would  rather  decline 
offering  any  opinion  on  that,  unless  I saw  the  duties  clearly  defined  and  carried  out-  then 
I would  form  a definite  opinion. 

0077.  Has  any  injurious  effect  arisen  from  their  attendance  and  ministrations  ?— No. 

6078.  Previous  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  was  religious  worship  ever  performed  in 
the  asylum? — Several  times  by  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman.  There  was  a Roman  Catho- 
lic clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walsh,  whose  visits  to  the  house  I admired  very  much.  He" 
was  a kind,  good  man,  and  he  came  here  frequently  to  see  the  patients.  1 allowed  liirn  to 
see  them,  and  he  conversed  with  several.  I got  him  to  say  divine  service  cu  various 
occasions  myself,  without  any  expense  to  the  establishment.  He  died  in  1847. 

6079.  Was  the  service  of  the  Established  Church  performed  here  previous  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  chaplain? — No. 

6080.  Did  the  attendants  of  the  establishment  attend  religious  worship  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  the  chaplains  ? — Yes ; they  got  leave  invariably  to  attend  divine  service  on 
Sundays. 

6081.  How  many  of  the  inmates  attend  religious  worship  ?— Sixty-eight  Roman  Catho- 

lics, generally  speaking,  attend.  Five,  six,  sometimes  seven  and  sometimes  eight  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  fact  all  the  members  of  that  church  in  the  asylum 
when  tranquil,  attend  divine  service.  J ’ 

6082.  That  is,  more  than  half  of  the  inmates  attend  religious  worship? — Yes,  more  than 
half  the  number  of  inmates. 

6083.  Is  there  a school  in  tlio  establishment? No. 

6084.  Was  there  ever  a school  ? — I had  a school  here,  but  the  person  in  charge  of  it  was 
a confirmed  drunkard,  and  I discontinued  him. 


6085.  I presume  there  is  a considerable  number  of  inmates  incapable  of  reading  or 
writing? — About  three-fourths. 

6086.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  a school  being  established  in  the  insti- 

tution for  the  instruction  of  those  people? — I think  it  would  be  beneficial:  the  expense  is 
the  only  difficulty.  1 

6087.  There  are  no  paying  patients  in  this  institution? — None. 

6088.  trom  your  knowledge  of  tlie  country,  is  it  your  opinion  there  is  a considerable 
proportion  of  the  population  the  lunatic  members  of  which  would  not  be  able  to  pay  for 

rnon^01*  ma  Pr'A.a1te  as7lum,  yet  cannot  be  considered  paupers  ? — A great  number. 
608J.  Do  you  consider  that  any  provision  should  be  made  at  tlie  public  charge  for  tbe 
maintenance  of  such  lunatics  ?— I have  a very  strong  opinion  that  there  should  be  no 
lunatic  anywhere  except  under  public  supervision.  I do  not  think  the  country  should  be 
b0rnQnt0ASUI,pOrfc  P^161?13  wl'10,coulcl  Pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance. 

buau.  Are  we  to  understand  you  would  leave  such  cases  to  ho  provided  for  by  private 
benevolence  m charitable  institutions ?-My  opinion  on  that  point  is  this,  that  it  is  from  tbe 
JtSoards  of  Guardians  applications  should  he  made  for  the  relief  of  such  persons,  the  Board 
ol  Duardians  paying  for  their  support. 

intent-’ P°-J ou  s,ef  anY  Ejection  to  associating  paying  patients  in  the  institution  with  pauper 
W10U  d n°!i  Pr°7ded  tbey7er®  supported  on  exactly  the  same  scale  of  dietary, 
j ft.  laAe  confusion,  interference  with  officers,  and  servants  corrupted 

‘ to  give  patients  advantages.  To  guard  against  this,  they  should  be  all,  in 

my  opinion,  treated  in  the  same  manner.  & ’ J 

v P*0  y°u  consider  that  the  dress  of  paying  patients,  under  such  circumstances,  should 

w,  th  fl?  m°  “ w\°f  tb,e  or'W'Y  “““tes?— Ordinary  inmates  are  frequently  allowed  to 
Jrl  r?  clothes  when  it  tends  to  their  cure.  Jthinlc  they  should  all  wear  the  same 
aress,  and  that  the  paying  patients  should  conform  in  every  respect  to  the  discipline  of  tbe 
finS?°A ! tbe^  Sb°l|  f b°  treated  “ evci7  respect  the  same  as  any  ordinary  patient. 

Ac  i Are  criminal  lunatics  usually  removed  without  delay  to  the  Central  Criminal 
7 1uljQ'  b ^ ie  criminal  lunatics  who  have  been  in  this  house  have  been  removed  with- 
out delay,  except  one  man. 

WeIl!‘cI  ons  sim*  tie  Dimiram  Asylum  opened,  who 
XK he  is  about  five  years  here. 

ww,-  .Is  “ny  rec™‘  application  been  made  to  the  Inspectors-General  for  bis  remoral? 

■ ““l  months  application  was  made. 

with  .I,’,  -f  lfc  "'a11!'  °P ioion  that  lunatics  suffering  under  sickness,  especially  those  affected 
- rtf*  W0°  d cold  injurious  to  them,  diould  he  treated  in  an  infirmary 

rather  than  in  then-  own  cells  ? — It  is 
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6097.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  treat  any  of  those  cases  in  their  own  cells? I do  not, 

unless  they  were  very  dirty  and  very  turbulent. 

6098.  Do  you  think  that  their  being  dirty  is  a valid  reason  for  keeping  them  in  their 
own  cells  ? — I do  not ; I say  when  dirty  and  turbulent. 

6099.  We  saw  a patient  yesterday  who  was  not  turbulent,  but  who  soiled  her  bed ; she 
was  paralysed,  was  in  her  own  cell,  and  had  been  there  for  some  time  ? — She  had  been 
brought  suddenly  up  from  the  day  room  the  morning  before,  where  she  had  taken  suddenly 
ill;  she  was  carried  down  in  the  most  careful  manner  by  the  sick  nurse,  and  left  in  a warm 
day  room,  sitting  by  the  fire  on  a low  straw  stool  or  chair.  She  was  then  taken  suddenly 
ill,  as  I have  stated.  I was  sent  for,  and  I immediately  went  and  saw  her.  I had  her 
brought  up  to  bed,  gave  her  half  a tumbler  of  wine,  and  I really  thought  she  was  dying, 
it  being  an  epileptic  case,  and  I sent  for  a clergyman. 

William  James  S/ieil,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6100.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  Clonmel  Asylum? — Nearly  twenty- 
three  years. 

6101.  During  that  period  you  have  held  the  office  of  visiting  physician? — Yes,  I have 
held  the  office  of  visiting  physician. 

6102.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  years  since,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Flynn,  the  manager, 
being  appointed  also  resident  physician,  you  came  to  an  arrangement  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  medical  charge  of  the  establishment  should  be  conducted? — 1 received  information 
from  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  which  in  some  measure  regulated  our  duties. 

6103.  What  change  was  made  in  your  position? — I used  to  attend  three  times  a week, 
and  I continue  to  do  so  still. 

6104.  As  regards  the  treatment  of  cases  coming  into  the  asylum,  do  you  feel  it  your  duty 
to  inspect  each  case  on  entrance  on  each  of  your  visits  ? — Dr.  Flynn  and  I in  every 
instance  have  a conversation  about  the  case,  and  we  enter  generally  into  arrangements  as 
regards  the  treatment  whenever  any  thing  particular  is  required. 

6105.  Are  we  to  understand  the  general  treatment  of  the  case  is  left  to  Dr.  Flynn,  you 
consulting  and  advising  with  him  as  occasion  may  require? — In  a case  of  illness  Dr. 
Flynn  docs  what  lie  tliinks/thc  case  requires,  and  he  consults  me  when  I go  round  through 
the  asylum.  Wo  always  go  round  together — at  least  I may  say  almost  always — and  we 
advise  together. 

6106.  Is  there  a case  book  kept  recording  the  treatment  of  each  case? — There  is  no 
actual  book  kept  recording  the  different  symptoms  from  day  to  day,  hut  there  is  a kind  of 
case  book  or  register  in  which  the  improvement  or  otherwise  of  patients  is  registered. 

6107.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  treating  such  patients  in 
their  separate  rooms? — I think  it  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  unless  under 
special  circumstances,  when  a person  would  disturb  the  other  patients  for  instance. 

bl08.  You  consider,  therefore,  that  an  iufirmary  should  be  attached  to  each  of  those 
institutions  ? — Yes ; in  this  institution  there  is  a room  at  each  side  of  the  house  used  as  an 
infirmary. 

6109.  When  a patient  is  treated  in  liis  own  room  or  cell,  is  it  the  ordinary  attendant  of 
the  ward  who  attends  on  him,  or  is  it  the  nurse  in  charge  of  the  sick  who  is  in  attendance? 
—It  is  the  nurse  who  attends  that  is  held  responsible ; the  medicines  arc  generally  given 
up  to  her  for  administration. 

6110.  Supposing  patients  belonging  to  different  wards  to  be  unwell,  and  to  be  treated  in 
their  separate  cells,  are  we  to  understand  the  nurse  of  the  hospital  would  have  to  go  round 
to  those  different  cells  to  visit  the  various  patients? — I cannot  bring  to  my  recollection  any 
thing  of  the  kind  occurring.  It  is  very  rarely  cases  are  treated  in  their  cells;  that  is  the 
exception  when  the  cases  are  dirty  find  turbulent.  The  rule  is  to  treat  sick  patients  in  the 
infirmary. 

6111. 1 believe  there  is  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  establishment? — There  is. 

6112.  Are  the  drugs  purchased  by  the  Board  or  supplied  by  the  apothecary? — They  are 
purchased  by  the  Board  and  compounded  in  the  house. 

6113.  Do  you  concur  in  Dr.  Flynn’s  views  as  regards  non-restraint? — Yes,  perfectly;  in 
fact,  we  have  but  one  thought  in  the  management  of  the  institution.  We  have  invariably 
made  up  our  minds  with  respect  to  every  thing  connected  with  it  concerning  us ; and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  shade  or  shadow  of  a difference  of  opinion  between  us. 

6114.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  incurable  patients  being  removed  to 
a separate  house? — I am  decidedly  in  favour  of  it. 

6115.  Do  you  consider  the  building  should  be  attached  or  adjacent  to  the  existing  asylum? 

Certainly  it  would  be  both  economical  and  convenient. 

6116.  In  stating  it  would  be  economical,  I presume  you  refer  to  the  staff  and  the  dietary  ? — 
Yes ; the  staff  and  dietary.  This  being  a curative  institution  there  may  be  required  an 
improved  dietary,  which  would  be  attended  with  some  additional  expense,  and  which  would 
not  required  iu  the  other  establishment. 

6117.  Do  you  think  that  any  injurious  effect  might  result  to  the  patients  who  possibly 
nught  be  curable,  although  the' medical  attendant  was  not  of  that  opinion,  by  their  removal 
to  what  might  he  considered  a condemned  part  of  the  institution? — They  might  be  removed 
tor  organic  disease  or  for  established  incurability.  In  that  case  they  would  he  removed  by 
the  medical  attendant,  who  would  give  them  a long  probation  in  the  curative  institution 
before  doing  so.  I think,  perhaps,  from  six  to  eight  years  would  be  the  time  in  wliicli  we 
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Clonmel.  coulcl  decide  as  to  whether  a patient,  was  curable  or  incurable,  unless  there  was  oraani 

ClonmeFBistrict  disease.  We  have  witnessed  cures  in  this  house  after  that  length  of  time.  a 0 

Asylum.  6118.  Ill  preparing  the  return  which  has  been  made  to  the  Commissioners,  and  in  which 

William  James  Sheil,  103  out  of  141  in  the  asylum,  have  been  set  down  as  considered  incurable;  have  you  been 
Esq.,  m.d.,  r.R.c.s.i.  guided  by  those  views  in  determining  the  numbers? — Perhaps  not  so  fully.  We  have 

down  some  as  incurable  as  to  whom  there  might  bo  a remote  possibility  of  their  beina 
cured.  = 

6119.  Do  you  consider  that  any  interference  would  be  likely  to  be  exercised,  by  the  friends 

of  a patient,  to  try  and  keep  him  in  an  establishment  where  a better  diet  would  be  o-iven 
rather  than  have  him  transferred  to  an  incurable  institution? — I am  not  prepared  to  sav' 
that  would  be  entirely  a matter  for  the  physicians,  wlio  would  not  bo  influenced  by  the 
friends,  but  by  their  own  judgments,  ot  course,  in  each  case.  * 

6120.  Do  you  consider  that  any  large  proportion  of  the  incurable  cases  should  properly  be 

treated  in  the  workhouse? — I fear  not;  I fear  the  ordinary  workhouse  is  not  a place  for  even 
the  very  worst  and  most  helpless  eases.  The  attention  required  for  their  comfort,  and  that 
humanity  would  require  for  them,  would  ho  much  better  given  in  a lunatic  asylum.  I have 
seen  in  a workhouse,  idiotics  buried  in  straw,  perhaps  up  to  their  necks,  and  things  of  that 
kind,  which  persons  connected  with  a lunatic  asylum  would  not  tolerate.  I have  not  latterly 
inspected  the  lunatics  in  the  poorhouse.  ' 

6121.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  in  a workhouse  do  not  admit  of  lunatic  paupers 

y do  not. 
to  great 

suppose  that  in  a workhouse  they  would  be 
separated,  and  therefore  w'ould  not  bo  exposed  to  annoyance. 

6123.  Is  it  not  the  practice  in  workhouses  to  select  the  attendants  upon  lunatics  from  the 
other  paupers? — I am  not  aware  of  the  arrangement ; I think  that  is  the  case,  but  I am  not 
certain  that  it  is.  Here  it  is  not  so. 

6124.  Are  you  also  the  physician  of  the  gaol? — I am. 

6125.  What  means  o f classification  exist  in  the  gaol? — No  classification;  in  fact,  until 


. . •'  cejisiuei  me  arrangements  in  a worKiiouse  no  not  admit  or  lunatic  p; 

receiving  that  attention  which  their  helpless  condition  would  require? — I fear  they  d 
6122.  Have  you  found  that  patients  of  that  class  would  he  likely  to  be  subjected  to 
annoyance  from  the  sane  inmates? — 1 should  suppose  that  in  a workhouse  they  woi 


Detention  of  lunatics 
in  the  gaol. 


Restraint  resorted  to. 


Committal  of 
dangerous  lunatics 
to  gaols ; state  of 
the  law. 


very  lately,  till  the  gaol  became  less  crowded  than  it  used  to  he,  there  was  the  very  worst 
accommodation  for  lunatics;  hut  latterly  we  have  one  room  set  apart  for  males  and  another 
for  females,  but  we  cannot  make  any  further  separation  of'  the  male  and  female  classes. 

6120.  So  that  the  tranquil  and  the  violent  male  lunatics  in  gaol  would  bo  in  the  same 
^ i iTi  p ook  l,l,ou  tllc  ffwl  management  or  treatment  for  lunatics  as  very  bad, 
indeed  L have  often  and  often  deplored  it,  finding  great  difficulty  in  having  them  removed 
to  tins  institution  from  want  of  room. 

6127.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  adopting  any  tiling  like  a curative 
system  for  lunatics  in  gaols?— I think  it  would  he  difficult. 

6128.  Who  are  the  usual  attendants  in  charge  of  lunatics  in  gaols?— Heretofore  they  were 
under  the  care  of  the  attendants  of  whatever  division  they  belonged  to,  but.  now  there  is 
one  specially  set  apart  for  them. 

6129.  Are  other  prisoners  in  charge  of  them?— Yes;  there  have  been  prisoners  in  special 
care  or  some  violent  or  refractory  lunatics. 

6130.  Has  it  been  found  that  the  worst  class  of  prisoners  alone  would  he  induced  to  take 
charge  of  them ..  I am  not  aware  of  that;  they  generally  get  some  indulgence.  I find 
gi eat  difficulty  m preventing  lunatics  from  being  placed  under  restraint  in  tlie  gaol. 

blol.  Is  any  mechanical  restraint  used  in  the  gaol?— There  is.  They  do  not'understand 
tiie  proper  management  of  them  without  restraint. 

6i32.  Would  it  be  used  without  your  authority?— If  a lunatic  was  very  violent  the  waist- 
coat,  o'5°T  be,Put  ?u  111  m7  absence.  The  waistcoat  is  the  only  means  of  restraint. 

Olod  Are  those  instruments  of  mechanical  restraint  kept  by  the  governor  or  left  in  charge 
ot  tiie  turnkeys They  are  left  in  charge  of  the  man  in  care  of  the  hospital.  Generally 
they  put  on  the  waistcoat  in  the  gaol  for  the  slightest  cause.  When  the  gaol  was  veiy  full 
t was  almost  impossible  to  do  anything  advantageous  for  the  lunatics;  now,  however,  there 
is  more  room  than  there  used  to  he. 

6134.  Do  you  consider  the  law-  should  be  altered  which  enables  magistrates  to  commit 
fiX?iCS  f iGCt  ? Saol-~ I tlmik  there  is  a very  great  abuse  of  it  at  present.  In  fact,  the 
lunat'cs  at  a distance— the  facility  is  so  great  of  getting  them  into  an  asylum 
1 ie  S?°  .s  AYlk  110 1 be  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  securing  their  admission  in  the 
usual  way,  anci  they  have  them  committed  to  gaol,  where  they  are  often  left  for  years  before 
tiiey  can  be  admitted  into  tho  asylum;  I have  known  cases  become  incurable  from  being 
detained  in  the  gaol  too  long. 

?i  S'  wW  lo!‘S  have  you  Wvn  lunatics  t0  detained  in  gaol  ?— Several  over  four  years. 

otob.  were  those  cases  generally  acute  cases,  that  when  they  first  entered  might  have 
been  curable  ? — Yes.  J 

cure  ?— Certahd^  ^ ^etent*ou  Sa°l  such  cases  necessarily  impedes  their  ultimate 

6138.  If  such' cases  eventually  he  transferred  to  the  asylum,  the  effect  of  their  detention 
?’  m , ’ w°md  be  to  leave  them  a burden  upon' the  county? — Yes;  still  some  are 


cure  in  gaol— yesterday  I sent  out  one,  and  there  is  scarcely  a year  that  I do  not  send 
out  perhaps  from  six  to  eight  cured. 

H?.ve  Jou  a}1Y,means>  when  a lunatic  is  transmitted  to  the  gaol,  of  ascertaining  any 
le  par  icu  ars  of  bis  case  or  previous  history? — None  whatever,  unless  he  happens  to 
e on g o e town ; he  is  sent  by  the  parties  without  any  notification  of  any  consequence. 
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6140.  Do  you  feel  that  to  be  a loss? — Very  great;  especially  when  he  is  afterwards 
removed  to  the  asylum. 

' 6141.  Have,  you  known  many  complaints  of  lunatics  being  committed  to  the  gaol  under 
the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  who  are  not  inhabitants  of  Tipperary,  but  who  belong  to  other 
districts  ? A few,  and  they  have  generally  been  transferred  to  the  districts  to  which  they 
belong. 

6142.  Has  any  difficulty  been  found  in  transferring  them?— I think  not.  There  was  one 
sent,  not  long  since,  down  to  Waterford,  I think  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant.  In 
the  case  I discharged  yesterday,  the  man  was  within  the  borough  boundary,  though  not  within 
the  county  of  Tipperary. 

6143.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  lunatics  who  are  committed  to  gaol 

as  dangerous  lunatics  are  not  really  persons  who,  if  at  large,  would  be  dangerous? Very 

many.  I think  in  many  instances  they  excite  a lunatic  to  commit  some  overt  act,  so  as  to 
give  a pretext  for  swearing  he  is  dangerous,  in  order  to  have  him  committed  to  gaol. 

6144.  In  point  of  fact,,  the  law  admits  of  being  so  abused  as  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of 
cases  into  this  asylum  without  a due  precaution? — Very  much;  and  it  also  adds  very  much 
to  the  expense  upon  the  county,  because  they  cannot  he  sent  from  the  gaol  to  the 'asylum 
without  the  certificate  of  two  medical  men,  and  one  of  those,  not  belonging  to  the  gaol,  must 
receive  a fee.  The  whole  expense  of  transmission,  from  whatever  part  of  the  county  a patient 
may  come,  falls  upon  the  public — tlie  cost  of  hiring  cars,  &c. 

6145.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  good  or  bad  effect  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains 
to  the  asylum  ? — I do  not  think  our  experience  has  been  sufficient  at  all  to  enable  us  to  form 
an  opinion.  I am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  they  are  advantageous  or  otherwise;  no  bad 
effects  have  yet  arisen. 

6146.  With  regard  to  the  lunatics  in  the  gaol,  are  they  visited  by  the  gaol  chaplain?— I 
am  not  aware. 

6147.  Have  you  yourself  been  present  at  a time  when  religious  service  was  performed  in 
the  chapel?— I was  present  when  they  assembled  for  religious  service,  but  I was  never  pre- 
sent during  its  celebration ; they  appeared  to  be  very  orderly  coming  into  service. 
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6148.  I believe  you  are  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum? — I am. 

6149.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  admissions  to  the  institution  Admission  of  patients 
are  now  regulated  ?— -I  think  it  is  open  to  several  objections.  I think  that  there  should  be  iat0  thc  Asylum, 
direct  means  of  obtaining  local  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  each  patient  who  is 

admitted ; that  the  best  way  of  obtaining  that  information  would  he  through  the  Boards  of 

Guardians  of  the  various  districts ; and  I think  that  all  the  lunatic  asylums  of  Ireland  should 

be  carried  on  upon  the  same  principle  upon  which,  I understand,  they  are  conducted  in  England 

—that  is,  that  each  district  should  he  responsible  for  thc  support  'of  those  lunatics  who  come  Each  district  to  pay 

from  it.  By  that  means  we  could  obtain  two  things : first  of  all,  security  that  the  lunatics  sup-  for  t*ie  support  of  its 

ported  at  the  public  expense  arc  really  paupers;  and  next, -we  could  have  every  information  °dm issionsdirough 

with  respect  to  each  case  from  thc  Boards  of  Guardians,  who  are  the  persons  most  likely  to  Boards  of  Guardians 

be  truly  informed  with  respect  to  tlie  circumstances.  There  is  another  advantage  which,  I reception  of  person 

think,  might  ho  derived  from  this  system,  and  it  is  this.  There  is  a very  large  class  in  this  part  not  pauPers' 

of  Ireland,  and,  I am  sure,  in  all  parts  of  Ireland,  who,  although  not  absolutely  paupers,  are 

still  so  poor  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay  for  the  proper  care  and  support  of  their 

lunatic  relatives  in  private  asylums.  Now,  if  the  admission  to  the  county  asylums  was 

through  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  Board  of  Guavdians  paid  a fixed  annual  sum 

for  the  support  of  each  lunatic  sent  by  them  to  the  Central  institution,  the  Board  themselves, 

having  full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  might  make  au  agreement  with 

the  friends  of  the  lunatic  who  belonged  to  the  second  class  to  whom  I have  referred,  to 

pay  a certain  sura  towards  the  maintenance  of  that  lunatic.  Suppose,  for  example,  the  cost 

of  the  support  of  tlie  lunatic  was  £30  a-year,  the  Guardians  might  say  to  the  friends  of  the 

lunatic,  “We  know  you  are  poor,  still  you  are  not  absolutely  paupers;  and  if  you  will  give 

Qs  £10  or  £15  a-year  in  aid  of  the  cost  of  tlie  support  of  your  relative,  we  will  recommend 

him  for  admission  to  the  Asylum,  and  will  become  responsible  to  the  Asylum  for  the 

entire  cost  of  his  support.”  But  I quite  agree,  at  the  same  time,  with  Dr.  Flynn,  the  manager 

of  this  asylum,  in  thinking  that  if  persons  of  that  class  are  admitted  into  a lunatic  asylum, 

they  must  be  admitted  on  the  understanding  that  their  treatment,  dress,  and  diet  shall  he 

exactly  the  same  as  that  of  the  pauper  lunatics. 

6150.  What  your  Lordship  suggests  as  to  the  admission  of  lunatics  in  the  name  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  would  indicate  that  you  do  not  contemplate  the  asylums  being  limited 
to  the  reception  of  what  you  would  call  the  destitute  poor? — I think  they  ought  not  to  he  so 
hnnted.  I think  a very  large  number  of  the  lunatics  we  see  in  the  country  do  not  belong 

to  the  class  which  may  properly  he  called  destitute  poor.  As  it  is  the  concurrent  opinion  of  Advantages  of  such 

all  the  medical  men  who  have  had  the  care  and  management  of  lunatics  that  the  chances  of  a system- 

cure  are  infinitely  greater  if  the  case  is  treated  when  tne  disease  first  shows  itself  than  if  the 

lunatic  is  left  to  the  care  of  his  relatives,  and,  as  often  occurs,  foolishly  or  badly  treated,  I 

think,  in  a public  point  of  view,  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  to  encourage  those  who  are 

not  absolutely  paupers  to  use  the  asylum,  not  in  the  sense  of  a place  intended  merely  for 

me  safe  custody  of  lunatics,  hut  to  use  it  in  the  sense  of  au  hospital  for  the  cure  of  lunacy. 

■the  lower  classes  of  this  country  have  such  a horror  of  tlie  disease  of  lunacy,  that  if 
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they  were  assured  tlieir  relatives  would  be  taken  care  of,  I do  not  think  they  would  in  b 
any  objection.  I was  going  on  to  say  that  I think  there  are  many  persons  who,  at  pres 7? 
would  have  an  objection  to  sending  tlieir  friends  into  a lunatic  asylum  where  the  whole  co  t 
is  borne  by  the  county,  considering  it  a disgrace  to  have  their  relatives  classed  with  absolute 
paupers— that  would  have  no  objection  if  a certain  part  of  the  cost  of  the  support  w 6 
payable  by  them  to  send  their  relatives  to  such  establishments.  1 35 

6151.  Is  it  your  view  that  the  absolute  destitute  paupers  who  would  be  unable  to  contri 
bute  any  portion  of  the  cost  of  tlieir  maintenance  should  have  the  preference  to  cases  such  a' 
you  have  referred  to? — Decidedly;  but  I think  arrangements  ought  to  be  made  in  every 
county  for  having  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  care  of  the  probable  number  of  lunatics 
that  may  be  sent  to  the  asylum.  I would  draw  a great  distinction  between  the  curable* and 
incurable  cases. 


6152.  If  the  destitute  paupers,  meaning  thereby  those  who  would  be  unable  to  contribute 
any  thing  towards  their  support,  were  not  allowed  a preference  before  this  class  to  whom  yon 
have  referred,  would  it  not  be  likely  the  Boards  of  Guardians  might  be  induced  to  ffive  a 
preference  to  those  cases  in  which  a proportion  of  the  expense  was  paid  by  the  relatives  or 
friends? — When .you  consider  the  supervision  under  which  the  Boards  of  Guardians  act  and 
that  at  least  half  of  the  body  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  that  they  are  subject  to  the 
control  of  public  opinion,  I do  not  consider  there  is  much  danger  of  corrupt  motives  inter- 
vening; but  I should  hope  that  arrangements  might  be  made  to  render  such  supposed  cases 
impossible — that,  in  fact,  the  lunatic  asylums  should  lie  of  sufficient  size,  to  receive  all'tlie 
cases  that  might  be  sent  to  them,  and  that  object  might  be  gained  by  removing  the  incurables 
to  a Central  Asylum. 

6153.  With  reference  to  the  difficulty  which  your  Lordship  considers  to  exist  in  obtaining 

correct  information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  an  applicant,  because  of  the  distance  at  which 
lie  may  reside  from  the  asylum,  is  that  particularly  felt  in  a county  like  Tipperary,  where  the 
asylum  is  remote  from  portions  of  the  county? — Of  course,  the.  officers  and,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  Board  who  manage  the  institution,  are  all  of  them  resident  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood ; and  if  a patient  comes  from  Nenagh,  or  Thurles,  or  Eoscrea,  we  can  know  nothing  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  case.  ° 

6154.  In  providing  additional  accommodation  for  lunatics,  I understand  your  Lordship  sug- 
gests that  the  incurable  cases  should  be  placed  in  a separate  asylum?— I would  prefer  that 
the  incurables  of  the  whole  of  Ireland  should  ho  placed  in  a largo  central  establishment 
under  the  control  and  management  of  Government. 

6155.  By  whom  would  you  propose  the  expense  of  this  asylum  should  be  defrayed  ?— Rate- 
affiy  according  to  the  patients  sent  by  each  county— that  the  amount  .should  be  calculated 
ot  the  weekly  or  yearly  cost  of  cacli  patient,  anil  that  each  countv  should  pay  according  to 
the  number  of  patients  sent  by  it  to  the  asylum. 

6156.  Yon  consider  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  have  the  incurable  patients  provided 

tor  m an  establishment  of  that  kind  than  in  au  establishment  under  the  immediate  control 
ot  the  ratepayers.— I think  so,  and  for  this  reason,  I think  the  manager  and  the  visiting 
medical  officer  of  a lunatic  asylum  would  naturally  take  more  interest  mill  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  tnc  curable  cases  m the  asylum  than  to  the  incurable  cases.  And  if  the  system 
suggested  by  Dr.  Shell  and  Dr.  Flynn  was  adopted— that  there  should  be  two  departments, 
a curable  department,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  incurable  department— I should  tear 
t lat  in  some  cases  nearly  the  whole  of  the  attention  of  the  officers,  and,  indeed,  of  the 
Uoarcl  also,  would  be  directed  to  the  curable  department,  and  that  the  incurables  would  be 
neglected;  whereas  if' the  whole  of  the  incurable  class  were  put  into  an  institution  under 
the  immediate  control  of  Government,  I think  we  should  have  a better  chance  of  those 
unfortunate  poor  creatures  being  well  attended  to;  and  I think  if  they  were  brought 
together  m large  numbers,  they  would  not  cost  more  than  under  the  other  arrangement  in 
the  counties.  ° 


- 6157;  Would  you  pim-ide  for  any  local  management  by  Governors  of  that  central 
institution  ?— That  I should  leave  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Central  authority.  I should 
imagine  the  Government  would  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Inspectors  of.  Lunatic  Asylums, 
most  probably,  and  that  the  institution  would  be  located  some  place  near  the  metropolis,  or 
in  some  situation  which  would  be  easily  accessible  by  railway — in  fact,  in  the  most  conve- 
nient central  position. 

Are.y™  aware  ‘hat  there  is,  in  the  existing  law,  a provision  under  which  such  an 
institution  might  be  established  in  each  province?— I was  not  aware  of  that. 

5 1 r .T°"r  fP1111011,  as  t0  the  operation  0f  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act?-The 
p metical  effect  of  it  is,  that  we  have  our  gaols  crowded  with  unfortunate  creatures  to  whom, 
irom  tlie  nature  of  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  the  accommodation  which  it  provides  as 
frmrlT’  r enabled,t0.Sive  care  and  attention  which  their  state  requires;  and 

.t,  . f 16  c 0 , as3  .1?1  being  crowded  with  incurable  cases,  vacancies  occur  so  slowly 
that  tor  a very  long  period  of  time  the  lunatics  in  the  gaol  are  left  without  curative  treat- 
mmit,  or  with  verv  imperfect  curative  treatment;  and,  of  course,  the  longer  that  those  cases 
am  in  le  gaol,  the  more  the  chance  of  tlieir  ultimate  recovery,  when  removed  to  the 


lunatic  asylum,  diminishes. 

y°5U  a75re  o£  ^ Provisi°M  of  the  English  law  with  reference  to  lunatics  wan- 
law  is  very1  sum  ^ bnow  ^be  powers  of  the  English  magistrates  are ; the  Irish 

and  Viet.,  chap.  97,  English  Act,  provides  that,  after  certain  exami- 
’ e jus  ices  may  direct  any  lunatic  wandering  at  large,  whom  they  consider  a proper 
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person,  to  le  token  charge  of  and  detained  under  care  and  treatment;  and  who  is  not  under 
proper  care  and  control,  or  ,s  cruelly  treated  or  neglected,  to  be  received  into  an  asylum 
or  into  a licensed  house  or  hospita  registered ; the  power  of  committing  to  7«S 
not  being  conferred  m the  Act:  would  yon  approve  of  an  alteration  to  that 
Certainly  I should  ; but  I think  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  make  that  alteration  until 
means  were  taken  to  secure  accommodation  for  that  ohms  of  lunatics  in  asylums  There 
are  cases  constantly  occurring  where  lunatics  are  really  dangerous  to  public  safety,  and 
where  there  is  no  room  in  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  it  is  necessary  to  secure  them 
somewhere.  At  the  same  time,  I very  mud,  doubt  whether  the  power  which  the  law 
gives  m Ireland  has  not  been  stretched  to  its  utmost;  and  there  are  cases  where  personl 
feft'at  large  ® magistrates'  orders  who  might  just  as  well  hare  been 

6162  flight  not  a lunatic  who  lias  attempted  to  commit  a crime,  or  who  is  dangerous  ho 
he  d to  bail  under  the  ordinary  law,  although  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  did  not  exS_ 

I do  not  know  how  a magistrate  conhl  do  that.  I should  feel  great  difficulty  myself,  as  a 
magistrate,  taking  hail  for  a person  whom  I believed  not  to  be  responsible  for  liis  actions 
believe "sJ°U  ™ ™o11  I>ei's0'ls  may  1»  committed  in  de&ult  of  bail?— I 

6164.  Wlat  i.  your  opinion  as  to  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  workhouses?-!  think  it  is 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that  cu-cumstances  oblige  us  to  keep  them  in  workhouses.  The  1 
same  remark,  indeed  applies  to  the  workhouses  as  to  prisons.  A workhouse  is  built  for 
speml  purposes;  its  slat  is  organised  for  special  purposes;  and  there  are  no  means  at  hand 
for  the  proper  treatment  of  lunatics. 

6165  I believe  the  arrangements  made  in  workhouses  for  the  detention  of  lunatics  were 
not  at  all  made  with  a view  to  their  being  kept  there  for  any  period  or  for  their  curative 
reatment .— Omtainh-  not  In  all  the  workhouses  built  by  the  Commissioners  there  are  gene- 
rally three  or  four  colls,  wlucli  are  called  idiot  wards ; but  I believe  they  were  or™, ally 
intended  merely  for  the  temporary  care  of  lunatics.  3 ° -r 

of  hl‘S  y,mr  °l™on  Jith  reS“rd  l°  of  the  law  in  reference  to  the  erection  state  of  the  law 

ot  asylums,  do  you consider  tlie  carrying  out  of  works  of' that  kind  should  he  left  to  the  in  reference  to  the 
local  authorities  '—l hat  is  a very  difficult  question.  I have  heard  great  complaints  made  Crection  °fas>'ium8' 
of  the  enormous  expenditure  by  the  Board  of  Works,  particularly  in  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Cork,  whore  they  built  an  asylum  at  a cost  of  £120,000 ; 'but,  on  the  other  hand 
n°‘ '™"‘°  S1™  th?  !“raI  ■ ■ complete  authority.  I think  it  might  he  arranged 

y giving  to  the  local  boards  the  power  of  making  additions,  with  the  consent  and  approval 
of  ffie  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  ; aucl  so  for  as  the  existing  asylums  are  concerned,  that 
would  be  the  only  power  that  could  be  given. 

j®1?'  S"PPosllhS  *1m  plans  for  additions  to  asylums  be  approved  by  the  central  audio- 
authorities11  tlc  execntiou  of  the  works  might  be  loft  to  be  carried  out  by  the  local  by  local  »ntlioritle». 

mthorihes  as  is  the  ease  with  gaols?— Of  course  with  die  safeguards  usually  taken  as  to 
riao buddings,  that  the  works  should  be  executed  by  a contractor  under  security. 

Oibb.  1 believe  under  the  present  state  of  the  law,  when  a new  district  is  created,  and  a 
new  asylum  declared,  to  be  necessary,  that  the  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  the  asylum, 

®g*,rel3r  camed  ont  l*y  tlle  Commissioners  for  Control  and  Correspondence  ?— Yes. 

♦v?  ? *•  * 1S  y°U\  °l',1,n’0,n  M regards  the  mode  of  appointing  Governors  ?— Well,  I think  Appointment  of 

7®  lecture  system  should  he  introduced  in  the  appointment  of  Governors ; and  I am  Governors, 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  in  the  event  of  the  proposition  to  which  I have  already  alluded  Appointment  and. 
being  adopted,  that  is,  that  the  comity  or  district  asylums  should  he  reserved  entirely  as  removal  of  offlcers- 
Hospitals  for  the  cure  of  lunacy ; the  nomination  to  all  the  offices  in  the  county  asylum 
should  be  given  to  the  local  authorities. 

6170.  Would  you  give  any  power  to  a central  authority  to  remove  any  of  those  officers 
alter  investigation? — I would  give  to  a central  authority, ‘whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or 
a -Hoard,  of  Commissioners  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  in  the  event  of  such  being  appointed, 

J ti}e  sauie  Powers  as  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  with  respect 
e officers  under  the  Board  of  Guardians,  a power  to  refuse  approval  when,  in  tlieir 
of  miscond  ™ProPcr  l)ersou  ^ias  keen  appointed,  and  a power  to  dismiss  summarily  on  proof 

6171-  ^]lat  ls70ur  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  being  Tlie  Inspectors- 
,i  ™ ®rs  °*  the  Boards  of  Governors? — I think  that  they  should  have  a deliberative  voice — General  members  of 
that  they  should  have  authority  to  attend  to  give  their  advice  and  opinion ; but  I rather  thc  Boards  of  Gover- 
mb  that  m local  matters  their  opinion  should  not  be  allowed  to  overhear  that  of  the  Local  '°ra‘ 
oard.  I should  incline  to  have  them  in  the  position  of  Poor  Law  Inspectors.  To  return 
.your  former  question,  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  I think  the  same 
principle  which  obtains  with  respect  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  might  he  introduced  into  them 
n \ 1 ,00<a  effect;  that  the  Boards  should  he  partly  elected  by  the  public,  and  partly  nomi- 
a _ ,om  magistrates  of  the  county.  In  the  Boards  of  Guardians  half  of  the  number  are  The  principle  of 
b v th Cl°  mem^ers  “om  the  magistrates  residing  within  the  district,  the  other  half  being  elected  representation. 

;ZA  ? ratepayers.  I think  it  would  he  very  safe  and  very  wise  to  introduce  that  principle 
be  it  j°1nstltut'on  t^le  Boards  of  Governors  of  lunatic  asylums,  that  half  the  body  should 
. ,e  ec“®“  “7  the  ratepayers  of  the  county,  and  the  other  half  should  be  nominated  from  the 
6179  r^t®3’  ^ ^ie  Bord  Lieutenant,  or  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council, 
dishril  t 1\CaS6S  w*1Gre  t*}e  district  comprises  more  than  one  county,  I presume  you  would 
cornu1?  m?  rePr?sentation  on  tl,e  Board,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  liability  of  the 
y-  lliat  might  he  done,  of  course;  but  there  would  be  a great  practical  difficulty, 

2 K 
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ancl  that  is,  whoever  you  nominate  as  members  of  a body  of  that  kind,  the  practical  power 
always  rests  in  the  hands  of  those  who  reside  near  the  asylum.  In  this  county,  if  maois. 
trates  who  reside  at  Nenagh  or  Borrisokane,  and  in  the  distant  parts  of  the  county,  Were 
nominated  members  of  the  Board,  perhaps  on  occasions  of  great  importance  they  would 
attend,  but  the  practical  working  of  the  institution  would  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
reside  near  the  asylum. 

6173.  In  carrying  out  the  elective  principle,  would  you  propose  that  a certain  number  of 
the  elected  members  of  a Board  of  Guardians  should  be  Governors,  or  that  the  cesspayers 
should  select? — I should  propose  that  each  Board  of  Guardians  within  the  county,  should 
elect  from  their  own  body  one  or  more,  according  as  might  be  deemed  most  expedient,  to 
represent  them  at  the  Board  of  the  lunatic  asylum ; but  I beg  to  he  understood  that  I think 
it  a very  important  point,  that  there  should  be  the  two  elements  in  the  Board,  the  elected 
element  and  the  nominated  element. 

6174.  Would  there  not  be  some  difficulty  in  the  case  of  poor  law  unions  situate  in  two 

counties,  that  might  not  be  hi  the  same  district? — Yes,  in  one  case  in  this  county  we  have 
a poor  law  union  situate  in  two  provinces ; the  union  of  Callan  is  partly  in  the  province 
of  Leinster,  and  partly  in  the  province  of  Munster.  Such  cases  do  occur,  but,  fenerallv 
speaking,  the  boundaries  of  unions  and  counties  are  conterminous.  3 

6175.  Would  you  propose  any  alteration  of  the  law  as  regards  the  chargeability  of  the 
lunatic  poor  ? — I have  already  alluded  to  that.  I think  that  each  Board  of  Guardians  should 
be  responsible  for  all  the  lunatics  coming  from  their  district;  and  that  instead  of  the  money 
for  the  support  of  the  institution  being  raised,  as  at  present,  from  the  county,  it  should 
he  raised  in  the  unions,  and  paid  by  each  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  asylum,  which  I understand  is  the  case  in  England,  where  each  parish  pays  to  the 
county  lunatic  asylum  for  the  support  of  the  lunatics  who  belong  to  it. 

6176.  You  are  aware  that  as  the  law  at  present  stands,  the  monies  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  asylum  being  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the  repayment  is  made  to  the 
Government  in  the  nature  of  an  imperative  presentment? — Yes. 

6177.  What  remedy  would  you  provide  for  the  enforcement  of  repayment  by  unions  to 
Government? — Experience  lias  shown  us  that  a very  unpopular  tax  may  he  imposed, 
through  the  medium  of  poor  rate,  and  paid ; if  it  was  possible  to  oblige  the  Irish  unions  to 
pay  the  rate-in-aid,  I do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  of  a power  being  found  sufficient  to 
raise  the  other. 

6178.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  the  advisability,  or  otherwise,  of  chaplains 
being  appointed  to  lunatic  asylums? — That  is  a question  which  1 have  not  heretofore  con- 
sidered much,  but  I understand  the  system  has  been  introduced  into  large  asylums  in 
England  with  good  effect,  and  I should  be  disposed  to  follow  it  out  here.  At  one  time  I 
was  under  the  impression  it  was  not  the  case,  but  I have  heard  lately,  that  at  Hamvell  and 
other  large  asylums  m England  they  have  chaplains.  With  respect  to  raising  funds  for  the 
support  of  the  asylum,  I may  observe  that  wliat  I proposed  was  this,  that  the  establishment 
charges,  that  is  the  fixed  cost  of  the  building,  the  grounds,  the  current  expenditure  for 
the  support  of  those  buildings,  the  salaries  of  the  staff’,  and  all  those  tilings,  should  continue 
to  be  .paid  as  they  are  at  present  out  of  the  county  rates;  but  that  the  maintenance  of  each 
lunatic  should  be  paid  for  by  the  district  to  which  he  belonged,  out  of  the  poor  rate.  I did 
not  contemplate  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  institution  should  he  paid  by  the  Boards  of 
Guardians. 


Recovery  against 
divisions  or  unions. 


61  <9.  What  mode  of  recovery  as  against  the  electoral  divisions  or  unions,  would  you  give 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  county? — I would  have  the  accounts  kept  in  this  way,  as  they  are 
now  kept  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  a division  made  between  the  establishment  charges 
and  the  expense  of  the  lunatics.  The  establishment  charges  under  the  Poor  Law  are 
divided  accordmg  to  the  value  of  the  whole  union ; then  the  cost  of  the  paupers  is  divided 
according  to  the  electoral  division  from  which  they  come.  Now  in  keeping  the  accounts 
or  the  comity  lunatic  asylum,  they  could  divide  the  charges  in  the  same  manner.  The 
advances  the  Government  make  for  establishment  charges  could  be  recovered  as  at  present 
om  the  treasurer  of  the  county ; the  maintenance  charges  for  the  lunatics  could  be  recovered 
irom  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  various  unions. 

6180.  According  to  that  arrangement,  the  cost  of  maintaining  a lunatic  asylum  would  be 
detrayed  by  the  ratepayers  according  to  two  different  systems,  by  one  of  which  the  occupier 
would  pay  the  whole,  and  by  the  other  of  which  he  would  pay  a proportion — do  you  see 
any  objection  to  that?— I do  not  practically  see  any  objection  to  it.  To  the  extent  of  the 
maintenance  charges  I believe  what  I propose  would  be  a relief  to  the  occupier.  In  a vast 
number  of  instances,  the  lands  of  Ireland  are  held  at  will,  and  I do  not  think  altering  the 
incidence. of  the  tax  would  have  any  practical  effect,  for  if  the  owner  of  the  soil  sees  that: 
any  additional  burden  is  placed  on  him,  he  will  increase  the  rent  to  meet  it. 


Xieut.-Col.  Pownall 
Phipps. 


Additional  Asylum 
accommodation. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Powtiall  Phipps,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

ci  oo'  Jbebeve  You  are  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  institution? — Yes. 
rffia  tUv  you,been  {oT.  manJ  years  a member  of  the  Board?— I have, 
ti  & ' L.  tbe  1ues^on  affording  additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  of 
1 c i°ft/L  fv  0t  ilPPerayy  bas  been  under  consideration? — Yes,  we  considered  it  very  often, 
l i+i°  y°u  C0Dsiaer  additional  accommodation  is  urgently  called  for? — I consider  it 
a so  u e y necessary  to  the  extent  that  would  accommodate  the  insane  of  all  descriptions  in 
the  coiintv.  r 
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6185.  In  what  manner  do  you  flunk  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  afford  that  accommo- 
dation ? — I would  prefer  having  a separate  building  for  the  incurable  and  idiotic,  and  that 
this  building  should  be  entirely  allocated  to  the  curable. 

6186.  Your  desire,  therefore,  would  be  to  have  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane  in 
addition  to  the  asylum  for  incurable  cases? — Yes. 

61S7.  We  have  heard  that  plans  have  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  for  affording  additional  accommodation  in  the  present  asylum? — We  have  been 
considering  the  matter,  but  there  have  been  two  distinct  views  taken  of  it;  some  of  the 
Board  wanted  to  restrict  the  outlay  as  much  as  possible,  and,  therefore,  to  restrict  the 
intended  accommodation  to  what  would  cost  least.  They  proposed  to  extend  the  accom- 
modation to  the  extent  of  sixty  beds,  by  raising  two  of  the  wings ; but,  I believe,  most  of  us 
think  that  would  still  leave  a great  many  applicants  whom  we  would  not  be  able  to  receive. 
I do  not  think  sixty  beds  would  ho  sufficient;  at  the  same  time  we  would  be  very  glad  to 
get  that  increase. 

6188.  The  plan  to  which  you  have  referred,  we  understand,'  contemplated  airing  grounds 
being  given  at  the  ends  of  the  building? — Yes;  I belong  to  the  sub-committee  "who  were 
appointed  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  we  thought  that  thirty  beds  would  be  given  by  the ' 
proposed  arrangement  to  each  class — male  and  female — and  that  it  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage to  get  even  that. 

6189.  Do  you  consider  such  an  addition  would  he  desirable,  supposing  the  present  build- 
ing limited  to  an  hospital  for  the  curative  treatment  of  the  insane  ? — I am  not  able  to  speak 
as  to  that. 

6190.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Lord  Donouglimore  as  to  the  class  of 
paying  patients  who  might  he  received  into  the  asylum? — Perfectly. 

6191.  The  admission  of  such  a class  would,  I presume,  render  a greater  addition  to  the 
accommodation  necessary  than  the  present  state  of  tlio  law  would  contemplate? — Certainly. 

6192.  You  concur  in  the  opinion  also,  I understand,  that  the  incurables  might  he  placed 
in  a detached  building? — Yes,  and  that  a great  deal  of  expense  would  be  thereby  saved. 

6193.  Do  you  consider  the  ground  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Governors  would  admit 
of  such  a building  being  suitably  erected? — Yes;  I think  it  was  originally  purchased  with 
that  intention. 

6194.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  suggestion  that  the  cases  for  admission  to  the  asylum 
should  undergo  a preliminary  investigation  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  several 
unions? — That  would  be  very  satisfactory  and  very  desirable.  We  are  very  much  in  want 
of  information  relative  to  the  cases. 

6195. 1 presume  there  must  he  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  information  at  Clonmel 
with  regard  to  cases  from  distant  parts  of  the  county? — Wo  know  nothing  about  them. 

6196.  Do  you  know  how  distant  the  most  remote  part  of  the  county  is  from  Clonmel? — 
I think  between  fifty  and  sixty  miles. 

6197.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Governors  arc  at  present 
appointed? — I should  be  very  much  disposed  to  think,  with  respect  to  what  Lord  Donough- 
more  has  suggested  about  the  guardians  of  unions — though  at  the  .same  time  what  he  states 
is  of  great  importance — that  you  would  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  guardians  from 
distant  unions  to  come  here.  There  are  Governors  living  throughout  the  county,  and  they 
hardly  ever  attend.  That  is  the  only  difficulty  attending  his  plan,  and  I do  not  see  how  you 
can  get  out  of  it.  Ratepayers  living  thirty  or  forty  miles  off  would  not  he  got  to  come 
here. 

6198.  You  are  favourable  to  representatives  of  the  ratepayers  being . on  the  Board  of 
Governors? — Yes,  I think  it  would  he  satisfactory;  and  I also  think  with  respect  to  the 
raising  of  the  money,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  it  from  the  guardians. 

6199.  You  are  aware  that  the  monies  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  are  at  present 
advanced  by  Government  and  repaid  by  presentment? — Yes. 

6200.  Do  you  consider  the  same  means  for  procuring  money  should  be  adopted  as  pro- 
vided for  the  payment  of  the  rate-in-aid  ? — Something  of  that  description. 

6201.  Are  you  aware  the  ti’ansference  of  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  from 
the  county  cess  to  the  poor  rate  would  create  a change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation 
namely,  that  the  landlord  would  become  the  payer  of  part  of  the  charge,  whereas,  at  present 
the  entire  is  paid  by  the  occupier? — Yes.  There  is  one  difficulty  occurs  to  me  at  present: 
half  of  our  union  runs  into  Waterford,  and  our  rates  are  levied  according  to  that,  and  there 
■would  be,  perhaps,  some  difficulty  in  providing  the  Waterford  portion. 

6202.  As  regards  the  payment  of  the  rate,  the  electoral  divisions,  I presume,  might  he 
charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatics  belonging  to  them? — Yes. 

6203.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  officers  of  the  asylum  should  be  appointed 
hy  the  Local  Board? — Ido. 

6204.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board?-— I think 

they  ought  to  be  the  same  as  Poor  Law  Inspectors  at  the  Boards  of  Guardians ; that  they 
should  attend  the  Board,  hut  hot  vote.  _ _ . tot 

w205.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  gaols  r I 
think  that  is  a very  great  evil.  Our  gaol  is  better  situated  now  than  formerly.  Two  or 
three  years  ago  we  had  1,000  prisoners  in  it;  now  we  have  150.  When  there  were  1,000 
prisoners  the  wards  were  overcrowded ; there  was  no  separate  place  for  the  lunatics.  They 
were  associated  in  the  same  day  rooms  and  elsewhere,  there  was  no  classification  what- 
ever. The  men’s  ward  lias  got  a kind  of  tiling  that  might  he  called  a cage ; a half  circular 
Toom  with  iron  bars;  in  which  those  men  for  the  .day  were  confined.  Now,  since  the 
number  of  prisoners  has  so  much  diminished,  they  are  enabled  to  allot  some  room  to  the 
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women,  and  they  are  going  to  build  a yard  for  them ; and  they  have  been  enabled  als 
allot  a ward  to  the  men,  so  that  they  are  better  cared  for.  I think  there  should  be  s°  t0 
distinct  understanding  as  to  their  position  in  gaols.  I think  the  lunatics  in  gaols  should  T 
under  the  charge  of  a doctor  as  sick  persons;  that  the  officers  of  the  gaoli?  should  noth6 
allowed  to  put  them  under  any  restraint,  except  on  sudden  occasions ; that  they  should  11° 
reported  then  to  the  medical  officer,  and  should  not  be  longer  under  restraint  than  1 ^ 
thought  necessary.  Until  recently  there  were  eight  female  lunatics ; there  were  three  wome  6 
prisoners,  in  charge  of  them — probably  prostitutes ; the  matron  exercised  a general  superin’ 
tendence.  When  I went  there  once  or  twice  I found  the  whole  of  them  with  what  they  call 
strait- waistcoats  on  them.  I mentioned  the  matter  to  the  Board,  and  since  that  they  have 
been  better  attended  to ; hut  I think  it  desirable  that  there  should  he  some  positive  reem 
lation  preventing  the  women  in  charge  of  them  from  using  those  means  of  restraint,  except 
on  particular  occasions.  I am  talking  of  the  gaols  in  Ireland  generally  rather  than  of  this 

particular  gaol,  where  I believe  we  are  doing  our  best. 

6206.  The  present  gaol  regulations  give  tlie  governors  of  gaols  the  same  control  over 
those  prisoners  as  over  the  others? — Yes. 

6207.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  prisoners  to  which  you  have  referred  lias  enabled 

the  Board  of  Superintendence  to  place  the  lunatics  of  the  two  sexes  in  separate  wards? Yes 

6208.  Do  you  think  that  although  such  arrangements  might  be  made,  a gaol  is  still  a 
proper  place  for  the  detention  ofluuatics? — No,  I think  decidedly  not;  it  is  for  wife  custody 
but  not  for  curative  purposes.  It  is  generally  considered  that  a regular,  nourishing  diet 
should  be  given;  hut  in  gaols  and  workhouses  they  get  the  same  rations  as  th either 
prisoners  and  paupers,  and  no  more.  The  medical  man,  of  course,  is  allowed,  at  his  own 
discretion  and  judgment,  to  change  the  diet  for  them;  but,  practically  speaking,  it  is  not 
often  done.  Where  the  medical  officer  saw  a case  that  he  thought  might  be  benefited’  the  case 
has  been,  perhaps,  taken  into  the  hospital  and  treated  there;  but,  generally,  most  of  the 
lunatics  are  on  the  same  diet  as  the  other  inmates;  and  if  that  dietary  would  not  do  for 
the  inmates  of  this  asylum,  I do  not  see  why  it  should  he  deemed  sufficient  for  the  same 
class  of  persons  in  a gaol. 

6209.  Would  you  he  prepared  to  approve  of  any  alteration  of  tlie  law  by  which  the 
magistrates  would  he  enabled  to  send  dangerous  lunatics  direct  to  the  asylum  ?— There 
must  he  vacancies  for  them  if  that  power  was  given.  I think  it  would  be  an  excellent 
arrangement. 

6210.  It  has  been  urged  in  evidence  before  the  Commissioners  that  you  cannot  expect 
more  elasticity  m gaols  than  in  asylums,  and  that  in  gaols  also  there  might  he  no  vacancies? 
— That  is  true;  but  they  are  obliged  to  receive  them  in  gaols.  I do  not  think  idiotic  or 
epileptic  cases  ought  to  be  sent  to  gaols;  such  cases  may  he  dangerous  a day  or  two, 
but  cannot  be  fairly  considered  dangerous  to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  committal.  I do 
not  know  myself  what  plan  could  be  adopted  in  order  to  facilitate  the  sending  of  the 
lunatics  in  the  gaols  to  these  asylums.  I addressed  the  Government  a few  months  aco  upon 
the  subject.  I sent  them  a return  of  the  persons  in  tlie  gaol,  with  the  dates  of  their  com- 
mittal  and  also  one  from  this  house  to  show  the  number  of  people  that  had  been  since 
admitted,  here ; and  still  those  are  cases  remaining  in  the  gaol  from  year  to  year.  Perhaps 
thirty  or  forty  women  have  been  admitted  here  since  one  went  into  tlie  gaol  four  or  five 
years  ago.  If  we  report  a vacancy,  the  Government  go  through  forms  of  office,  and,  per- 
haps,  a month  or  six  weeks  may  pass  before  we  get  an  answer ; in  the  meantime,  the  vacancy 
is  tilled  up  and  then  the  person  they  propose  to  be  removed  remains  longer  in  the  gaol. 
1 suggested  that  some  discretionary  power  should  be  given  to  the  Board,  so  that  the  most 
urgent  cases  m the  gaol  should  he  sent  at  once  here  when  there  were  vacancies;  but  they 
had  some  objection  to  that.  It  seems  strange  to  me  that  persons  should  remain  in  the  gaol 
year  after  year,  while  others  were  constantly  admitted  here.  Forty  women,  or  thereabouts, 

coil?  admitted  lnt0  ?lls  ^ylum  smce  one  woman  I know  of  entered  the  gaol. 

h-ll.  Is  it  competent  for  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Asylum  to  admit  a dangerous 
“5°  tlie  Sao  without  a warrant  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ?— No. 

b-12.H°w  long  have  you  known  lunatics  to  he  detained  in  gaols  ?— I think  five  or  six 
years.  There  is  one  woman  who,  I think,  is  five  or  six  years  in  the  gaol,  and  there  is  a 
man  four  years.  ° ’ 

6213.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  provisions  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  have  been 
rather  abused  in  the  committing  of  dangerous  lunatics?— I think  so. 

I?4,  H,ave  y?u  W f ®“y  cases  where  friends  have  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  a 
relative  whom  they  wished  to  be  put  out  of  the  way,  by  procuring  his  committal  as  a 
dangeious  lunatic — I do  not  think  they  have  done  it  without  some  ground  to  go  upon. 
They  may  have  aggravated  an  irritable  person  in  order  to  get  him  admitted;  I think  there 
have  been  several  instances  of  that  kind.  Our  workhouse  was  formerly  a house  of  industry, 
and  there  were  special  rooms  there  for  lunatics,  and  that  is  the  reason  we  have  got  more  of 
them  than  other  workhouses  have.  I must  say  that  one  strange  thing  in  Ireland,  and  a 
matter  winch  leads  to  inconvenience  generally,  is  the  disregard  of  the  law.  It  is  a very 
great  evil,  in  my  opinion  that  the  law,  as  in  England,  is  not  enforced,  whether  people 
consider  it  good  or  bad.  In  England,  by  the  law,  no  man  can  he  kept  in  a workhouse  three 
iiours  after  he  has  given  notice  of  his  desire  to  get  out,  while  here  we  have  a number  of 
people  kept  in  the  poorhouse  whom  we  have  no  right  by  law  to  keep.  They  are  not  allowed 
t0ft9i  kUt  ^0ul,d  considered  dangerous  to  have  them  at  large 

, is  detention  based  upon  the  opimon  that  a lunatic  is  not  competent  to  make  a 

dlscharge?— Yes,  that  is  the  point;  but  I do  not  know  that  authority  is 
given  to  any  body  to  refuse  the  discharge. 
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6216.  How  many  years  have  you  known  lunatics  to  be  detained  in  the  workhouse?— 
The  cause,  I believe,  of  so  many  lunatics  remaining  in  the  workhouse  is,  that  when  this 
asylum  was  established  they  took  from  the  workhouse  all  the  cases  they  thought  that  were 
likely  to  he  curable,  and  left  there  all  the  cases  which  they  considered  to  be  incurable, 
which  cases  remain  there  to  this  day.  They  were  idiots,  and  persons  of  that  class.  I think 
there  are  tlm-ty-six  or  thirty-seven  cases  in  the  workhouse 

6217.  What  arrangement  is  made  in  the  workhouse  for  the  custody  of  the  lunatics?— 
There  is  a distinct  building,  both  for  males  and  females;  each  person  lias  a cell  to  sleep  in 
There  is  a very  small  day-room  for  the  lunatics  of  each  sex,  and  a yard,  having  a lam-e  shed 
in  it  for  them,  to  take  recreation  in.  It  was  in  reference  to  that  yard  the  statement  was 
made  about  them  lying  in  straw.  A quantity  of  straw  was  put  in  under  the  shed,  and  the 
lunatics  were  allowed  to  lie  down  there,  or  to  take  whatever  recreation  they  pleased 

621S.  Are  die  lunatics  attended  by  other  paupers  in  the  house,  or  are  there  paid 
attendants  ? Both ; there  are  regular  paid  nurses,  and,  I dare  say,  some  paupers  to  assist 
them.  1 

6219.  As  regards  die i dietary  of  those  lunatics  in  the  workhouse,  do  they  practically 
receive  a better  dietary  than  the  other  inmates  ?-There  has  been  a little  alteration  in  that 
respect  with.,,  those  few  months  both  m the  gaol  and  in  the  workhouse.  More  attention 
lias  been  paid  to  the  dietaiy  m the  workhouse : and  they  hare  given  them  more  bread,  and 
I rather  think,  some  of  the  women  get  some  meat. 

mOT6  ^ '“tler  of  the 

6221  Have  you  reason  to  believe  they  are  visited  daily  in  tile  same  manner  as  in  the 

attaidBd  to’  ani  iept  “•"»*  “w 

6222.  Have  lunatics  been  recently  transferred  from  the  workhouse  to  the  asylum  ? No  • 

what  we  have  done  occasionally  is  this,  when  we  thought  some  person  was  excessively 
violent  and  difficult  to  manage  we  have  made  an  exchange,  but  not  often.  A person  was 
sent  here  from  the  asylum  who  was  not  violent,  and  the  violent  case  was  sent  from  the 
accomu^dation1 16  a^Um'  1 lat  WaS  do,lc  wheu  tllcre  was  other  way  of  providing 

6223.  How  was  the  admission  paper  filled  up  in  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred— 
who  entered  into  the  bond  for  the  removal  of  the  lunatic,  if  he  or  she  should  recover?— 

1 cannot  well  state  that. 


Clonmel. 

Clonmel  District 
Asylum. 

Lieut.-Col.  PownaU 
Phipps. 


Dietary. 


Exchange  of  lunatics 
between  the  work- 
house  and  the 
asylum. 


The  Rev.  Walter  Giles,  Vicar  of  Cahir,  sworn  and  examined. 


Rev.  Walter  Giles. 


S'  yelTC  *v?u  ar°  11  Governor  of  the  Clonmel  District  Asylum?— Yes. 
mVc  g lilVC  y.°“  l,con  ‘a  member  of  the  Board?— I think  since  1835. 

I disnrinrnvo^f  tlia^!1.1  °1,1“1011  J13  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed  ? — Appointment  of 
he  SllLL  ? Ji  v °- e ?f  aPPomtmg  them.  I think  it  would  be  much  better  for  Governors. 
?ouS  ^!  i aVf  a !??tod  nu.mbei'  ,of  w^king  men  living  within  a certain  district 

v 71  ’ ?':]l01sll0ulcl  be  appointed  by  Government. 

-on  d therefore,  preserve  the  existing  arrangement?— To  a certain  extent 
r^  l?I',  PP[°Ve  *7  tbe.Present  system  of  appointing  a large  body  of  Governors,  who  only 
to  In  Jr 1L' w fn-1!8  any  S'-’eat  question  brought  forward,  and  do  not  attend  regularly 

t0  t°ob  after  the  establishment  and  its  management. 

made  in  °*cei‘s  °.ftbe  asylum  do  you  consider  that  any  alteration  should  be  Appointment  and 

made  m the  mole  of  their  appointment?— Yes,  I think  tliere  are  three  officers  that  ought  removal  of  officers 

II  t™T+i  ^Government:  that  is  the  principal  officer,  who  should  he  a medical  man,  1111(1  servant81 

' • • c,  ,lc  1rcSK  e,1lt  physician ; the  second  is  the  resident  apothecary,  who  should  act 

If  ?!  ppa  f ei.v.’  and,  , fbud  13  the  housekeeper,  not  the  matron,  who  should  take  care 
annointod  & °i  SK[e’  au^  f°ob:  after  the  clothing  and  the  washing.  I would  have  those 
Pfi99td  • Paid  by  Government. 

annoiutAd^R^1*!6^^  f°ibe  °ther  officers  of  the  institution  do  you  consider  they  should  he 
i P0?1  Eoard  .— I think  the  nurses,  keepers,  and  other  officers,  should  be 

to  the  present  ^ resident  physician,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board,  an  arrangement  similar 

tlm  y,OU  p°.nsider  that  the  removal  of  the  keepers  and  the  servants  should  be  left  to 

62m  Ti  phyS1?.lan, Certainly,  but  he  should  report  in  each  case  to  the  Board. 

Bow™™  f me<hcal  manager,  the  apothecary,  and  housekeeper,  being  appointed  by 
tainly  not613  ' W0U  d you  Slve  the  Local  Board  any  power  of  removing  these  officers? — Cer- 

— Yes2  Y°U  SUggested  tbat  tbe  aPothecary  should  discharge  the  duties  of  the  clerk?  The  apothecary. 

clerk  there  any  strict  affinity  between  the  duties  of  apothecary  and  those  of  an  ordinary 
keen  fi,„  E°’i  bUt  P t . h-  be  c0ld(f  attend  very  easily  to  the  duty  of  clerk.  It  is  merely  to 
gP  su  ur«u  °r  aSS1St  111  beeP“S  the  books.  The  resident  manager  keeps  them  at  present, 
gno-'  y°u  suggest  the  apothecary  should  be  resident ?— -Yes. 

Well  to  ho  y °/0U  oousider  the  residence  of  the  apothecary  necessary  ? — I think  it  is 
absent  tv, VS  “r  me(fical  person  in  the  house,  so  that  if  the  resident  physician  should  he 
6236  t?  aP°the ««Y  c°uld  be  present  here  at  night, 
sarv  for  ti™  y°U  ^be  resident  iihysician  would  himself  compound  what  was  neces- 

onhim  1136  ° establishment  ? — I should  say  so,  hut  I would  not  put  that  duty 
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6237.  What  difference  exists  between  the  officer  whom  you  describe  as  liousekeener  „ 1 , 
person  who  now  discharges  the  duties  of  matron?— The  matron  is  rather  of  abettor  It  * 
person.  My  idea  is  that  we  should  not  exactly  have  a person  of  that  class  as  is  flip  aSS  °r 
would  not  have  one  in  the  rank  of  a lady  to  be  housekeeper.  case-  1 

6238  Under  tl10  existing  Privy  Council  Regulation  is  it  not  contemplated  that  the  mat,™ 
should  be  strictly  such  a person  as  yon  refer  to,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  11110™'!? 

6239  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
proceedings  of  t ie  Board  are  recorded?— I think  when  a member  approves  or  disarm 
of  any  thing,  and  ,(  the  Board  generally  differ  with  him,  that  member  who  is  left  I Zv  ° 
Wish'S™*7’  sl,ould  It™  Ius  views  recorded  on  the  minutes.  For  many  reasons  I wouki 

6240.  Do  you  consider  that  there  should  be  a power  on  the  part  of  each  Governor  a. 

require  to  have  his  dissent  entered? — Yes.  1 ern01  to 

6241.  With  regard  to  the  attendance  of  Governors,  have  you  anv  sucriresHnn 

to  tile  disqualification  of  Governors  who  have  not  attended  to  their  JwfiRn  previous 

Decidedly ; I should  say  that  jf  the  Governors  did  not  attend  within  the  year  a 
number  of  t.mes,  tlieir  names  should  be  reported  to  Government  for  removal,  and  in 
to  have  others  appointed  in  their  places.  01clei 

6242  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board?— I flk,n 
prove  of  their  acting  on  the  Board.  I think  it  proper  they  should  come  to  the  Board  but 
not  interfere  m the  proceedings.  ’ ut 

6243.  Do  you  sec  any  objection  to  their  attending  in  the  same  manner  as  Poor  Law 
Inspectors  attend  at  the  Boards  of  Guardians? — No,  I have  no  objection  to  their  InvZ 
suggestions  ff  they  were  asked,  but  I do  not  like  their  interfering  with  the  local  Board  g 
..  VV  1 1Sy0ur  °P.llilon  as  to  th®  propriety  of  chaplains  being  attached  to  this  institu- 
tion.—From  long  experience,  not  only  m tins  institution,  but  in  the  old  asylum,  I think 
they  arc  unnecessary.  This  asylum  is  for  curable  patients,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  cured 
they  are  removed,  or  should  be  removed,  and  the  idiots  and  decidedly  insane  persons,  do  not 
require  the  attendance  of  clergy.  I know  there  Ire  people  here  who  « 
not  exactly  what  I would  call  insane ; they  are  eccentric  characters,  and  it  may  be  desirable 
for  tto  ±£  tiem  °““i",U>r-  ta‘  1 d°  "°l  tbi”k  ^“huy  are  p?„pZZS 

6245.  On  what  ground  ilo  you  consider  persons  whose  minds  mar  have  become  in  some 
ftWrZ’r  Thlro  °“M  ^ dT1Ved  l°f  d“?e  religiom,  “'inistratiom  which  they  enjoyed  when 

1,  f ,sreat  mmbe1'  °f  l,eK01,s  Me  wl,e  do  not  understi J you  I 
ceitaini}  would  liavo  olergymest  to  attend  on  persons  when  they  desired  to  receitl  them 

ma^Zi?iTe“foXm  "«  1'°fcsed  *»  ate  no, 

6246.  ; I understand  your  objection  not  to  he  entirely  against  chaplains  beine  apnointed  to 

? dlerafol'e  al;  oliect‘,;n  mo“  ™ tile  ground  of  economy  than  principle  ?-Cer- 
me  IfcfZey  ZeTSiy  "°l  °PP°Se  ^ “IT0'"1"'0”1  »f  plains  if  it  is*  proved  to 

JSSl  1*0,tilat  d»as.°f  lMtimits  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  who 
in  a public  Sw  I1  T Z1'  Z“  7et  mmble  P*7  {m  ‘Mr  maintenance 

for  irau!s!l,!ZZ  !h«7  Z h?wfcao  you  consider  ‘Mr  maintenance  should  be  provided 
arf  let  themZ  L t IF Sf Mge  ?-My  view  would  be  to  have  an  institution  idle  Swift?, 
auci  let  them  be  maintained  there  at  a reduced  cost,  say  £10  or  £15  a-vear  • somethin* 

a charitable  institution  under  tbe  Government  control,  into  which  parties  could  be 
ZSofMnWllt  tMl'  famiKes  “ford  to  pay  for  them.  P 

institution  wlmse  “55  a,ri5e  of  POTOm  Mug  admitted  into  such  an 

Tei  ZeZ!  sbmdTl  , T - e™them  to  be  maintained  in  private  asylums  ?-I  think 

aSkXZ  ar!ZLt.bU,!7  mqmr,Cd  m.‘°  bZra  tll?y  ™>  “fid  inti  the  asylum.  I 

5950  Tn  ill  w rh  ® ia°w vvlao  iiuglxt  be  sent  into  sucb  an  asylum  and  notkept  here. 

65si  Whs  w W 6 ’r0”ldbe  ‘Mk  there  should  be  some' test, 

situate  ^ 7°U  Pr“I»to?-Why,  to  ascertain  how  their  families  are 

ZZ  Zat  merely  the  protection  of  an  investigation  ?— Yes 

within  tV  bufldinSTXl  r tI,e.f7ia?1  f0l'Ttbe  ^lilies  of  any  of  the  servants  to  live 
SSSeA  toXZ?  ?-I  Meve  they  do.  I have  known  the  matron's  family  and  the 

not  knXXX  Xy  are  hX  t w ofn^”  ^ W'  1 d° 

they  ht™tfoX b0en  br°“Sto  m'd01' the  MtiCe  °f  the  Boai'd  ?~*  d° 1101  “ 

hoSp-Nu  3 thei'e  b n°  P°rti0n  °f  lle  B°”d  WMed  as  a visiting  committee  of  the 

eeSy^Xd.7°U  COmlier  tte  aPPointm<mt  ot  ■"»*  a visiting  committee  advisable?-I 

ment^of  ZchZririti1116  ^ ZZ^  Gotmoil  Regulations  seem  to  contemplate  the  appoint- 
Tosa  v risiting  committee  ? — I am  not. 

be  the  dnt!  ofZZ!  “ZS  the  SMOn-a  section  of  those  KeguMons,  provide  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  local  Board,  not  moaning  the  general  BoardT  to  see  to  the  actual  execution 
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of  the  orders  of  the  General  Board,  and  regularly  inspect  the  asylum  and  its  inmates v- 
used  to  visit  here  regularly  when  I was  living  in  the  neighbourhood;  I think  there  shou 


—I  Clonmel. 

3 should  — — 

Clonmel  District 

625‘J.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Boards  should  have  a more  complete  control  over  the  R t**!™ 
expenditure  for  the  making  of  additions  to  asylums  or  the  erection  of  new  buildings?  wi«nMkthe 

erection  of  addi- 
. tional  buildings. 


be  a visiting  committee. 


—Yes. 


Rev.  Henry  Fry. 


6260.  What  control  ' would  you  give  to  a central  authority  with  reference  to  the  plans  or  * 

arrangements  lor  such  additions?— I think  before  they  were  satisfied  as  to  the  expen- 
diture they  ought  to  appoint  an  officer  to  examine  and  inquire  and  see  that  it  was  not  an 
extravagant  expenditure,  or  wasteful,  and  they  should  see  that  the  money  was  properly 
expended.  J 1 1 J 

The  Rev.  Henry  Fry , sworn  and  examined. 

6261.  I believe  you  are  the  Protestant  chaplain  of  tins  institution  ?— Yes. 

6262.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ?— For  nearly  two  years. 

6263.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  attend  your  ministrations  ? 

There  are,  I believe,  twelve  Protestants  in  this  establishment,  and  eight  of  them  attend  I 
may  say,  regularly,  and  sometimes  nine. 

. “64;  Do  J“u  thos0  ei«''t  “e  capable  of  appreciating  your  instruction  ?— No,  the  ration.  mirntra- 
eight  aie  not,  but  they  are  capable  of  attending  and  conducting  themselves  properly  durum  tions;  advantage  of 
the  service.  The  object  of  religious  worship  is  not,  I conceive,  mere  instruction,  it  is  also  them  t0  the  P^ients. 
worship,  bringing  them  together  into  the  presence  of  God,  and  not  only  praying  with  them 
hut  praying  for  them.  F our  of  those  persons  can  give  good  reasons  for  the  truth  in  -which 
they  have  been  instructed.  There  is  one  who  is  rather  violent  and  cannot  be  admitted 
here,  but  he  will  converse  rather  reasonably  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  reli<rion ; and 
smee  my  connexion  with  this  place  two  inmates  have  died,  I would  say,  in  the  hill  enjoy- 
ment of  religious  peace  and  comfort.  I should  myself;  if  the  Government  were  not  willing 
to  pay  for  chaplains,  be. sorry  to  resign  my  connexion  with  the  institution,  from  the  benefit 
I know  the  inmates  derive  from  the  instructions,  and  the  worship  we  have  here  on  Sundays 
and  Thursdays.  J 

. 6265.  I need  not  ask  you  whether  you  consider  it  would  be  a hardship  to  deprive  those 
mrnates  of  the  advantage  of  attending  religious  worship  ? — I consider  it  would  be  an  injustice. 

6266.  With  regard  to  attendance  upon  patients  whose  end  was  approaching,  I believe  the 
old  regulations  provided  that  there  should  he  every  facility  given  to  the  clergymen  to  see 
them  ?— I believe  so. 

6267.  Have  you  observed  that  the  members  of  your  persuasion  attending  your  worship  Conduct  of  the 

are  orderly  and  sensible  of  what  they  are  doing?— They  are  very  orderly  during  their  P:ltients  at  religious' 
presence  here,  and  sit  and  kneel  down  as  orderly  ns  I do  myself.  Four  understand  what  is  WOlS  U£>' 
going  mi,  and  two  give  the  responses  of  our  Liturgy.  The  others  listen  apparently  in  good 
order;  I could  not  say  they  derived  any  information  from  what  I said. 

6268.  Where  do  you  perform  divine  service? — In  the  hoard  room. 

6269.  Are  yon  allowed  free  access  to  the  patients  of  your  persuasion? — Very  free  and 
friendly  access. 

6270.  Are  the  patients  provided  with  Books  of  Common  Prayer  and  with  the  Bible? — 
las,  they  are ; that  is,  we  have  some  books  for  public  worship  here,  but  I should  say  we 
have  not  enough  of  books.  I believe  there  is  a difficulty  in  giving  them  books  at  other 
times,  as  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  persons  who  might  perhaps  abuse  them. 

6_71.  Do  you  mean  into  the  hands  of  persons  of  another  persuasion  ? — No ; persons  who 
may  be  more  violent,  and  even  by  themselves  at  times  they  might  be  abused. 

William  Henry  JRiall,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

^ou  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — Yes. 
rrave  y°u  k?en  l°"g  a Governor? — Since  the  year  1843. 

~ Gave  you  given  your  attention  to  the  management  of  the  institution? — I have. 

, 0-  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to  tender  for  Contracts: 
contracts  ?— No ; I think  not.  A accounts. 

6276.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  checks  which  are  placed  upon  the  accounts  and  the 
expenditure  ?— -Quite  satisfied. 

fi97a  Ll,elleve  there  is  a clerk  and  storekeeper  in  the  institution? — There  is. 

Does  he  reside  upon  the  premises  ? — He  does  not. 

v ^'S  n01>residence  by  permission  of  the  Board  ? — Y es ; hv  permission  of  the  Board.  The  cliargeability  of 
ozbO.  You  have  heard  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made,  as  to  the  manner  in  which.  Iunatic  paupers, 
e maintenance  of  lunatic  paupers  should  be  charged  upon  localities,  namely,  upon  elec- 
ral  divisions  or  unions,  as  the  case  might  be:  are  you  in  favour  of  that  suggestion  being 
ed  out  ? — No ; I think  it  is  better  collected  in  the  county  cess,  as  at  present,  the  money 
6^in  lssue<l  fr°m  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
oi.  Do  you  give  that  opinion  from  any  indisposition  to  change  the  existing  arrange- 
• en. .’  ®r  principle  do  you  consider  there  ought  to  he  any  "difference  in  the  manner 
winch  the  maintenance  of  a lunatic  pauper  and  a destitute  pauper  should  be  charged? — 
to  prevent  change.  I think  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  alter  the  system,  and  I 
i AV0U1C1  be  much  more  complicated. 

6283'  “j6  Poor  Law  in  force  at  the  time  this  institution  was  established? — No. 

mainte  j4  %y°?r  opinion  as  to  tho  reception  of  patients  able  to  pay  a portion  of  their  Reception  of  patients 
T_ori,teaauce  think  it  would  he  very  wise  and  charitable  to  admit  patients  on  the  pay-  Tbo  could  pay  por- 
ing,-! if  certa\n  Sl.im-  The  Governors  could  find  out  the  means  of  such  persons  very  well,  mainten!«rC<»0St  °f 
> by  application  to  the  Inspectors  of  Police,  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  and  the  Magis- 


William  H.  Riall, 
Esq.,  j.p. 
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trates  of  tlie  district,  and  they  might  regulate  the  sum  they  would  require  each  . 
pay  by  the  information  they  received.  1 person  to 

6284.  Do  you  think  the  regulation  under  which  paying  patients  would  be  elirfible  f 

admission,  as  well  as  pauper  patients,  might  not  lead  to  a desire  to  admit  first  those  wb 
could  pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  ? — I do  not.  no 

6285.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  proposition,  that  a lunatic  hospital  for  the  cure  nt 
insanity  should  be  maintained,  and  at  the  same  time  another  building  for  the  reception  of 
incurable  cases? — I think  it  would  be  well  if  there  were  in  each  province  in  Ireland  01 
asylum  for  the  reception  of  incurable  cases,  and  that  these  district  asylums  should  be  kept 
altogether  as  curative  establishments,  it  would  save  very  great  expense.  The  present  es'tab 
lishments  are  very  complete,  and  would  answer  very  well  for  curative  hospitals  It  would' 
be  better,  I think,  to  have  an  institution  in  each  province  for  the  incurables ; and  I am  afnid 
as  to  what  Lord  Donoughmore  said  about  having  one  for  all  Ireland  that  it  would  not  be 
enough.  If  you  were  to  have  another  establishment  here  on  the  same  ground  for  the 
incurable  cases,  you  would  have  two  different  establishments  under  different  regulations 

Need  there  be  any  difference  in  the  regulations  ?—Yes;  there  should  as  to  the  diet 

6287.  Might  not  the  difficulty  as  regards  the  diet  be  got  over,  considering  the  inmates 

would  be  in  totally  distinct  and  separate  buildings  ? — In  my  opinion  it  woulTl  be  better  to 
have  one  great  establishment  in  each  province  for  these  classes  of  lunatics,  than  to  enlarge 
the  present  asylums  for  the  same  purpose.  ‘ ° 

6288.  I believe  the  law  under  which  asylums  were  established,  contemplated  their  being 

asylums  for  the  reception  of  pauper  lunatics  in  the  first  instance? — Yes.  ° 

6289.  Would  you  give  a preference  to  pauper  lunatics  before  the  paying  patients  in  all 
cases?— I think  if  the  provincial  asylums  I suggest  were  established,  there  would  be  plentv 
of  room  for  all,  and  1 do  not  think  the  necessity  would  ever  arise  of  determining  between 
the  two;  but  if  it  did,  I certainly  would  give  the  pauper  lunatic  the  preference0  At  pre- 
sent I consider  the  affidavit  in  the  form  of  admission  is  demoralizing  in  its  operation,  for  peo- 
Ple/'^arthey  are  paupers,  who  are  not  paupers  at  all,  in  order  to  get  their  relatives  admitted 

(>290  Are  idiots  received  into  this  establishment V—Tos,  I think  so;  hot  these  establish- 
ments  I take  it-,  were  intended  for  curable  cases. 

6291.  With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  would  you  suggest 
any  alteration  m the  mode  of  appointment  ?— Yes ; I think  the  simplest  way  would  be  to  let 
the  brrand  Jury  of  the  county  appoint  the  Governors,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  or  the  Lords  Justices 


The  Inspectors 
members  of  the 
Board. 


6292.  Would  you  give  the  Executive  Government  the  power  of  appointing  any  other 

Governors  m addition  to  those  named  by  the  Grand  Juries?— Mo. 

6293.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  institution,  snehss 

the  resident  physician,  or  the  manager,  or  the  chaplains,  and  the  matron,  &c.,  with  whom 
d°Zni  w1S1<h1'  tlOS?  should  rest?— The  Lord  Lieutenant. 

6294.  Would  you  leave  the  power  of  removal  with  the  Board  of  Governors?— I would, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

rV°Tie.r  ‘‘  that  tlio  appointment  of  those  superior  officers 

should  lest  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — I think  he  would  have  a wider  range  to  select 
tl0Socaw'°il.  ltrre,  je^tGr  information  as  to  who  would  he  tile  proper  person  to  appoint. 
, M‘®ht  ,,ot  t,,ls  Boca]  Board,  if  entrusted  with  the  appointment,  equally  invite 

applicants  to  present  themselves  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ?— I do  not  think  they  would 
riot  -nem  ° finding  out  who  were  the  most  eligible. 

V»W0eS  'll0"1'  load  yon  to  believe,  the  Executive  Government  makes  Imp- 

1 T»s  m'“,t'k'n  L?c.al  Bo!u'd?— 1 sh°uld  think  they  would  for  such  offices  as  those 
the  TnLwi  f y0iTu0pmi¥'  as  t0  1116  Bispectors  being  members  of  the  Board?— I think 
should  ?ote  th,10lJa  h°  l,Tcr  atod“S  at  Ofory  Board,  hut  I do  not  think  they 
shl °“d’ ^ Oi  they  O"?^  to  attend  and  advise,  but  not  vote. 

the  Peer  T ?* tl0  T'”£n  that  tb*  position  should  more  resemble  tliat  of 

\ l^poototo  at  the  Boards  of  Guardians?-!  consider  that  where  they  do  not 
contribute  to  the  payment  of  the  expanses  of  the  establishment,  they  should  not  have  a vote 
m its  management. 

— FeMmotTay  !lll'T’  InsPectors  tdse  Part  ™ the  proceetlings  of  the  Board  by  voting? 

wwgvfwTomractr  refermwo^f  t "T"  Beard  the  statement  made  as  to  the  inconvenience  which  arises  with 
to  tlie  Lunatic  ? 4 tenders  which  are  transmitted  to  Dublin,  and  which  are  often  not  returned 

tesytan  Office.  “““  “e  P8r>od  arm-es  for  receiving  provisions  from  the  intending  contractor  ?—  Yes ; and 
fifn?  P,  “TT'^t-  In  fao6  w are  obliged  to  act  illegally. 

xMot  “7  XnTdmre  ha™  beef  ,'aiS0<1  *°  *he  tCn‘lcrs  ky  tk<!  aatll°liti0s  “ DakIia?-  ’ 
3“  f'!”8  for  ‘!:e  y0ar  01  half  year?— For  tlie  half  year, 
onnwt.  l uc8 usually  received  just  at  the  period  of  the  expiration  of  the  previous 

l*  ™ long  before?— About  a month  before. 

venf.uo  d!  t0ndcrs  ™'e  received  at  an  earlier  period,  would  that  obviate  the  incon- 
s5s  u W'  preSent  anses?— 1 *onld  think  it  would, 
arisen  ti.im0S  }Tm'  “T8"™08;  what  practical  good  result  do  you  conceive,  if  any,  has 
w ho™  ,bT-  S’m8Sll!n  of  *ose  temlers  t0  the  central  authority  in  Dublin?— Ido 

of  i-mn-’n  ^ one  lnstance  the  slightest  good  in  the  world  resulted.  A great  deal 

of  mcouvemenco,  and  no  good  whatever,  t believ!  has  been  tlie  result. 

tbinltataffocefSd  refa!8dwh0r0  !t  ™s  a8“Pted  by  the  Board  ?_!  do  not 
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Carlow,  Tuesday,  17th  February,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Carlow  District  Asylum. 

Matthew  Esmonde  White,  Esq.,  m.d.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6308.  How  long  have  you  been  officially  connected  with  the  Carlow  District  Lunatic 

Asylum?— Since  April,  1836;  I think  it  was  about  the  5th  April  or  the  latter  days  of 
March.  J 

6309.  What  office  do  you  at  present  hold?— Manager,  or,  as  they  call  it,  Resident 
Physician. 

6310.  Had  you  previously  held  any  other  office  in  connexion  with  the  establishment?— 

I was  Visiting  Physician. 

6311.  What  number  is  the  asylum  calculated  to  accommodate  ?— The  house  held  about 
207,  but  we  were  then  too  much  crowded. 

6312.  What  are  the  actual  numbers  at  present  in  the  house?— One  hundred  and  ninetv-  .• 

nine.  Of  those,  46  are  from  Carlow,  65  from  Kildare,  88  from  Wexford,  both  males  and  £ the  AsylSm 
females. 

6313.  Are  these  the  three  counties  included  in  the  district?— Yes,  at  present  included. 

6314.  When  the  district  was  originally  formed,  did  it  comprise  a larger  area  ?— It  did, 
a much  larger  area.  In  addition  to  the  present  counties,  it  comprised  the  county  of  Kill 
kenny  and  the  county  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny. 

6315.  Is  the  asylum  in  your  opinion  at  present  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  district? T , , , 

Not  at  all.  As  lumfCy th  ^ 

6316.  Do  you  form  that  opinion  from  the  demands  for  admission  with  which  the  Gover-  wants  of  the  district, 
nors  are  unable  to  comply  ?— Partly  from  that,  and  partly  from  having,  in  the  early  part  of  ?umb,er  of  lunatics 
last  November,  applied  by  letter  to  the  public  institutions  containing  lunatics  for  a return  of  hoKntte 
them.  I then  got  voluntary  returns  from  the  gaols  and  poorhouses  of  our  district;  and  it  district, 
appeared  there  were  about  130  lunatics  in  those  places,  besides  persons  at  large  living  with 

them  families,  the  number  of  whom  I had  no  means  of  ascertaining.  That  was  on  the  1st 
November,  the  date  of  my  inquiry. 

6317.  Has  that  statement  of  facts  caused  the  subject  of  additional  accommodation  to  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — Yes,  very  seriously. 

6318. 1 believe  no  final  determination  has  been  arrived  at  on  the  subject? — So  far  as  our 
Governors  are  concerned,  they  appear  to  have  come  to  a final  determination  as  to  what  to 
recommend. 

6319.  No  final  decision  has  been  given  by  the  Executive  Government? — No. 

6320.  What  was  the  final  decision  of  your  Board? — They  recommended  the  enlarge-  proposed  additions 

ment  of  this  house.  t0  t£e  asylum . 

6321.  To  what  extent? — To  double  its  present  extent  at  least,  if  not  more.  improvements. 

. 6322.  By  enlargement  you  mean  additions  to  the  present  building  ? — Yes,  increasing  the 

size  of  the  present  building. 

6323.  Is  it  also  contemplated  to  make  any  improvements  in  the  existing  building? — Yes, 
with  regard  to  the  internal  arrangements ; to  supply  different  tilings  that  were  wanted, 

a chapel,  and  an  infirmary,  and  baths,  all  of  which  have  been  postponed  for  some  time  in  ' 
consequence  of  the  pending  change. 

6324.  Was  the  plan  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Governors  one  by  which  the 
k l w&s  to  be  extended  at  either  end? — Yes,  they  have  approved  of  a plan,  but  the 
absolute  plan  was  only  furnished  this  morning.  [A  sketch  of  the  plan  is  exhibited  to  the 
Commissioners.] 

6325.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  asylum  grounds  ? — Within  the  enclosing  walls  ten  Irish 
acres  and  some  roods  and  perches.  There  are  four  and  three-quarter  acres  outside  rented 
by  the  Board. 

6326.  Is  it  proposed  to  take  any  additional  ground  in  carrying  < 
the  building  ? — I think  not.  I think  it  does  not  appear  necessary  for 
building ; . it  may  be  for  employment  hereafter. 

6327.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  procuring  additional  ground? — I should  think 
not.  Mr.  Bruen,  whose  land  adjoins  us,  and  who  is  a member  of  our  Board,  would,  it  is 
my  impression,  accommodate  us. 

6328.  Were  the  Board  of  Governors  unanimous  in  their  determination  on  the  subject  of  Opinion  of  the 

me  extension  of  the  building? — Those  who  attended  were.  The  whole  Board,  I believe,  Governors  generally 

tz  p,reaeni’  'riid  n°‘ 

^tendanco  been  generally  of  Governors  from  the  three  counties,  or  more 
on  the  part  of  those  from  one  county? — I may  say  from  two  counties  generally.  Wexford 
bas  occasionally  sent  a Governor  here,  but  not  very,  frequently.  Sir  James  Power, 
anc^  ^r'  Braddel,  I think,  were  here. 

bo30.  W ere  the  Board  of  Governors  summoned  specially  to  consider  this  plan  before  it 
was  adopted? — Several  times. 

Th  if ?id  Governors  from  Wexford  and  Kildare  absent  themselves  on  the  occasion? 

— Ihe  Kildare  Governors  did  not;  the  Wexford  Governors  were  absent. 

2 L 


• out  the  extension  of 
r appear  necessary  for  the  extension  of  the 
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6332.  You  have  stated  that  the  district  originally  comprised  the  county  and  the  count 

of  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  which  have  now  been  erected  into  a separate  district?— Yes  ^ 

6333.  Has  any  settlement  been  made  of  the  amount  to  be  repaid  to  Kilkennv  ;n 

uence  of  that  change? — There  was  a Commission  ramn  rlnwn  I,,,,.,.  i - 7 . con.se- 


Modes  of  admission. 


Epileptic  and  idiot 
cases;  difficulty  as 
to  admitting. 


Discharge  or 
removal  of  patients 
from  the  Asylum. 


Want  of  information 
respecting  the 
previous  history  of 
gaol  cases. 


Transmission  of 


Wexford  gaol.  ’ 


Board  expect  it. 

6335.  In  calculating  the  accommodation  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  • 

addition  to  that  already  existing  in  the  asylum,  was  any  computation  made  for  nation!! 
who  might  be  prepared  to  pay  a portion  of  their  maintenance  ?— I do  not  think  there  wT 
I do  not  think  that  consideration,  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  the  house,  was  brought  ;n7« 
the  calculation  of  the  Board.  They  were  of  opinion  that  double  the  present  size  of  th! 
house  would  afford  quite  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  the  wants  which  presented  them 
selves.  In  the  present  state  of  things  the  Board,  generally  speaking,  have  not  much  di!’ 
cussed  the  question  of  admitting  the  paying  class;  hut  I do  not  think  they  are  much  in 
favour  of  doing  so.  At  the  same  time  they  consider  it  a great  hardship,  upon  the  friends 
of  such  persons,  that  they  are  not  enabled  to  place  them  in  some  institution  where  thev 
would  he  safe  So  far,  however,  as  I could  gather,  there  was  a fear  on  the  part  of  the 
Oroyernors  that  if  they  allowed  that  class  admission,  the  house  would  he  filled  up  bv  navi™ 
patients,  to  the  exclusion  of  paupers.  * j l j S 

6336.  Then  I am  to  understand  that  at  present  there  are  no  paying  patients  in  the  estab- 
lishment -'—We  have  one  patient  who  pays  a pension.  There  is  another  in  the  house  and 
her  family  proposed  to  pay  £5  a-year,  to  which  they  said  the  girl  was  entitled.  £2  10s  was 
paid  one  half-year,  and  then  when  I applied  for  further  payment,  the  answer  I received 
and  the  representation  made  to  the  Board,  was,  that  the  girl,  being  insane,  could  not  *iv! 
a proper  receipt  for  the  money,  which  was  in  her  own  right;  and  that  as  she  could  not  live 
this  proper  receipt  for  the  money,  the  payment  was  not  made  to  her  family,  and  therefore 
they  could  not  remit  the  money  to  us.  That  was  the  purport  of  the  communication.  She 
is  from  Ross,  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

6337.  Are  the  patients  admitted  into  the  asylum  by  the  decision  of  the  Board?— Yes  bv 
Zt^aS1°n  °+f  Bo£Lrd’  soni?  exceptions.  There  is  a clause  which  states  that  under 
certain  urgent  circumstances  the  officers  of  the  asylum  may  admit  patients,  taking  care  to 

K that  h r4  ‘.‘f  “““  t0  haT0  ‘h8  ■‘Lwom1  confirms  f d o »t 

Kota  t T^0”-  \ am  n°5  a'’ara  that  tll01'e  is  at  P™-*  a P>*»‘  h 

Y*® tL  admitted.  There  is  also  another  arrangement  with  respect  to  any  urgent 
GoveruS  hSinp’3  S,gn  *5®  admissi0n  form>  stotiug  in  effect  that  “ we,  the  uudersi|ned 
U1=ent  0neT>  and  we  recommend  its  admission." 
next  Srd  3 ?°Tdlf-  th<P  18  £ YacflcY  J admit  the  case,  and  report  it  on  the 

neSnoan1  . ! admission  is  confirmed.  That  is  a by-law. 

deUvSdCkn/°U  fUllUS  1 the  Finted  f°rm  of  aclmission  which  is  in  use?— Yes.  [Same  is 

l“*‘i<!nts  refnscd  admission  into  the  asylum?— We  lave  such 
wilt?.”  1 ’ t?  \ 18  a ,ai  ‘°  thT  aimiMion— idiocy  certainly;  epileptics  ire  do 
K iKt,™  f 7 il8  h0USC  18  ,for,  cra,al  e l,at!e,lts'  aad  do  not  consider  an  epileptic 
Srelfrewt  o'o  not  absolutely  known,  or  at  least  I do  not  remember”,  L 

C mrt  to  .Kttlf  H gr.°,™).i.0Tf  opileptio:  but  there  is  an  unwillingness  ea 

- unwillinonp..  on  th  4 *ilmk  ' ‘Oj  ought  to  admit  such  cases,  and  there  is  an 

™™infle?s  011  part  of  the  Board  to  receive  them. 

patient  is1  cmSiTlfd*  "lfll<"Wb1th)e  forMcate  requires  a statement  to  be  made  that  tie 
patient  is  enrab  e,  it  does  not  exclude  idiots  or  epileptics  ?_No,  it  does  not. 

persons  where  t!,,/??  are  aware  that  the  Privy  Councii  regulations  declare  that  epileptic 
-I  tok  tSt  ii  : ‘Uibecthty  of  mind  as  well  Is  of  body,  shall  be  reJeivS? 

wbeKlK:  c3e  oriT  5 ^ ^ l0““  «'<*—  88  “ 

,?'?r  bj.m!d  aay  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  removal  of  a patient  by 
n* the  b\"d  fo? tbe  PmTose  0 — Frequently ; I am  often  obligei 
Ij  patient  home.  I have  sent  them  down  os  far  as  Wexford,  /ive  been  obliged  to 

6344  if  a-  i6  C08‘  opthe  asylum  ?-Yes,  at  the  eost  of  the  asylum. 

Lieutenant  SI  vK  u?T.  S8-  T from  the  ga<d  “P™  of  the  lord 

nnTtC ! eaabl6d ‘°.  otifam  all  the  particulars  of  their  previous  histoiyf-Kone 
rtn  jKSl  f"11  deficiency.  I have  spoken  frequency  on  the  subject.  We 
STufaU ^“^PP.™  t05ea  tba  «*«&  “desk  him,  “Cm 
such  adav  an^  tb.t^b^u11?-^!111^^  He  will  say,  perhaps,  that  he  was  committed  on 

S knom  abowhto!  1 beieTeS  b°  18  snbjeet  sucb  and  sach  flts’  "ti11  t!“‘  that  b 111 
nihtd?i.S™efyy™aKbjrU  *"  °f  adT‘mta®e  t0  ilve  meh  ipf°™a*iou  fcr- 
6347  Kb"?  V“7  “““yjatients  from  the  gaols  ?_A  great  number. 

-I  ttKaMyTeyKTeen  °m  49  ga01  “ admitted  by  the  Board? 

a STt?  ™mbf  from  gaol  in  the  district  than  from 

anomerr— We  have  .got  ten  or  twelve  in  a batch  from  Wexfhrd.  I speak  of  the  time  we 
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cleared  out  the  Kilkenny  cases,  and  had  plenty  of  vacancies ; then  I got,  I think,  twenty  in  Cablow. 
two  different  days ; the  males  on  one  day  and  the  females  on  another  day.  — — . 

6349.  It  appears  from  the  latest  information  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that  there 

are  twenty -six  lunatics  in  the  Wexford  gaol:  have  you  recently  received  any  cases  from  Matthew E.  White, 
that  gaol? — I think  I have  within  the  last  two  months.  m.d. 

6350.  Are  patients  frequently  received  here  from  workhouses  ? — Yes,  from  Gorey  and  Patients  from 
Ross.  We  have,  in  one  instance,  a long  time  ago,  exchanged  a patient  with  the  workhouse  workhoQSes- 
people — an  incurable  patient.  That  was  done  by  order  of  the  Board  with  the  Carlow 
workhouse.  We  received  in  return  a case  that  was  considered  curable. 

6351.  When  you  receive  patients  from  a workhouse,  are  you  enabled  to  obtain  the  infer-  Information 
mation  which  you  require  respecting  them? — No,  not  always.  Sometimes,  for  instance,  in  resPectins  them, 
this  way,  I may  got  it ; I receive  a letter  from  the  workhouse,  stating  that  they  have  a 

dangerous  lunatic  to  get  admitted  into  the  asylum,  and  inquiring  how  soon  I can  admit  it. 

I immediately  send  one  of  the  forms,  tolling  them  to  let  me  have  it  by  such  a day  to 
lay  before  the  Board.  Sometimes  they  will  fill  up  that  form  and  send  it,  and  then  I will 
have  the  information  so  for  as  they  can  give  it;  but  generally  speaking,  it  is  very  imper- 
fect. The  previous  history  they  cannot  give.  The  doctor  gives  a statement  of  the  actual 
condition  of  the  case. 

6352.  Who  enters  into  the  bond  for  the  removal  of  the  workhouse  patient? Generally  Their  removal  from 

speaking,  the  master.  tlie  •A-sy,um' 

6353.  Have  you  ever  experienced  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  removal  of  those 
patients? — No,  except  in  this  way,  a case  now  occurs  to  me,  that  was  from  the  Gorey  work- 
house.  My  colleague  and  I reported  our  opinion  to  the  Board  that  the  patient  was 
recovered,  and  we  were  ordered  to  dismiss  her.  I then  wrote  to  the  master  of  the  work- 
house to  come  and  take  the  patient.  He  came  according  to  his  bond,  and  took  her  out,  and 
the  parties  in  charge  lost  her  on  the  way,  and  as  I suspect  not  unintentionally.  She 
wandered  that  night  to  the  Tinnaliely  workhouse  and  was  there  taken  in,  and  we  had  to 
receive  her  back  again.  She  was  not  insane,  in  my  opinion,  any  more  than  any  one  here, 
hut  she  might  have  been  in  some  degree  eccentric.  We  dismissed  her  again,  and  the 
master  of  the  Gorey  workhouse  came  and  took  her. 

6354.  How  soon  after  her  reception  at  the  Tinnaliely  workhouse  was  she  admitted  here 
again? — Within  ten  days.  She  was  sent  from  Tinnaliely  to  Gorey,  and  came  back  to  me 
from  Gorey,  and  the  man  who  brought  her  here  said  she  was  not  insane. 

6355.  How  was  she  ultimately  disposed  of? — She  was  sent  out  again. 

6356.  Do  you  mean  discharged,  at  the  door  of  the  asylum? — No,  I never  do  that — she  was 
sent  to  Gorey.  I never  discharge  a case  in  that  way,  except  he  belongs  to  the  town  here, 
and  then  1 generally  send  down  a keeper  or  a nurse  to  take  the  person  to  liis  friends  who 
placed  him  with  me. 

6357.  It  appeal’s  by  returns  furnished  to  the  Commissioners,  that  there  were  116  incu-  The  number  of 

rable  cases  out  of  199  in  the  asylum  on  tlie  1st  January,  1857? — Yes,  that  was  only  by  incurable  cases  in 
estimation.  Some  of  those  we  considered  incurable  may  turn  out  curable,  while  a great  Question^f  provid- 
many  we  estimated  to  be  curable  may  positively  be  incurable.  ing  for  them  in  a 

6358.  Are  the  curable  cases  distributed  through  the  various  wards? — Yes.  separate  building. 

6359.  Have  the  Board  ever  had  under  their  consideration  a plan  for  providing  for  the 

Juiet  and  incurable  cases  in  a separate  and  distinct  building  anywhere  ? — The  Board  have 
iscussed  the  question  of  building  an  hospital  or  a house  for  incurables,  into  which  to  draft 
the  incurables,  after  a certain  length  of  time,  from  tlie  asylum. 

6360.  Am  I to  understand  that  such  a proposition  did  not  meet  with  as  much  favour  as 
the  extension  of  the  present  asylum? — No  I do  not  think  it  did,  and  the  matter  turned  up 
cursorily,  perhaps,  more  than  otherwise. 

6361.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  tlie  economy  of  such  an  arrangement,  supposing  the 
new  building  to  be  contiguous  to  the  existing  asylum,  and  managed  by  the  same  staff? 

— I do  not  think  there  would  be  more  economy  in  that  than  in  a larger  house ; it  would  be 
about  the  same  thing,  perhaps  not  so  costly ; unless  it  was  very  close  indeed  to  the  asylum, 
we  should  have  another  staff  for  cooking  and  washing,  whereas  if  the  present  building  was 
enlarged,  the  cooking  staff  and  the  officers  generally,  and  the  washing  arrangements  with 
some  additions,  on  account  of  the  increased  number  of  the  inmates,  would  answer.  I think 
it  would  be  more  economical  to  enlarge  the  house,  than  to  build  a new  house  for  the  in- 
curables. I do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  more  desirable  in  other  points  of  view. 

6362.  Do  you  see  any  objection  in  other  points  of  view? — I think  it  would  not  be  advi-  Objections  to  such 
sable  to  consign  a person  to  a house  avowedly  allotted  to  incurables.  It  would  be  saying  to  an  arrangement, 
that  person,  “You  will  never  recover,"  and  that,  in  many  cases  would  have  an  injurious 
effect  upon  them.  It  is,  in  point  of  fact,  saying  to  a patient  after  some  years’-  experience  of 
him,  “ We  consider  you  incurable.” 

6363.  You  fear  it  would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  patients  ? — I think 
it  might-,  .and  l daresay  would,  have  an  injurious  effect. 

6364.  Are  tlf§  incurable  patients  generally  persons  of  that  sensitive  condition  of  mind,  that 
they  would  be  affected  by  it  ? — Many  of  them  are.  They  are  only  insane  occasionally,  and 
they  have  lucid  intervals  for  perhaps  a month  or  two,  and  they  then  break  down  again,  and 
are  insane  for  periods  varying  from  a fortnight  to  three  months  as  the  case  may  be. 

6365.  Do  you  consider  that  the  minds  of  those  patients  are  more  sensitive  than  those  of 
patients  in  the  ordinary  hospitals,  who  are  discharged  as  incurable? — Their  minds  are 
sometimes  very  sensitive;  I would  not  say  they  are  more  so.  I have  not  instituted  in  my 
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mind  a comparison  between  the  two  classes,  but  the  minds  of  such  persons  in  mv  on'  1 
are  sometimes  very  sensitive.  ’ y P1Dlon> 

6366.  Supposing  such  an  institution  established,  does  it  of  necessity  follow  that  tl 

watching  of  the  patients’  mental  disease  should  be  abandoned  in  a medical  point  of  view9— 
I think  not.  I should  premise  that  our  estimate  of  curables  and  incurables  is  found  d 
amongst  other  circumstances,  on  the  continuance  of  the  disease.  That  was  one  element  ' 
our  consideration.  I have  known  cases  to  recover  that  were  considered  incurable  and  I 
understand  a person  considered  incurable  for  twenty  years  recovering  after  that  time  I 
not  say  tliat  it  is  impossible  or  improbable.  ' ao 

6367.  I believe  there  is  a visiting  physician  belonging  to  the  establishment? Yes. 

636S.  With  whom  does  the  responsibility  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  rest9— 

According  to  the  absolute  rules,  with  Dr.  O’Meara,  the  visiting  physician ; according  tn 
practice,  we  divide  it.  Of  course,  according  to  the  rules,  the  responsibility  is  with  tliP 
visiting  physician;  but,  in  practice,  we  treat  the  cases  as  we  would  do  in  private:  we  po 
round  together,  and  see  them,  and  consult  together,  and  do  the  best  we  can  for  them  ° 

6369.  Am  I to  understand,  then,  that,  practically,  the  visiting  physician,  Dr.  O’Meara  is 
more  m the  nature  of  a consulting  physician,  as  regards  the  treatment  of  the  lunatics  9-_No 
I would  say  he  is  more  in  the  nature  of  a joint  attending  physician.  He  attends  with 
me  every  second  day,  and  we  visit  together  and  consult  together.  It  is  precisely  as  if  we 

both  attending  a case  having  been  called  in  from  the  beginning,  I mean  in  private  life. 

6370.  Have  you  ever  considered  that  the  responsibility  should  rest  absolutely  with  one 
party  or  the  other,  in  a case  of  the  kind  ?— Perhaps  it  ought.  In  every  establishment  the 
responsibility  ought  to  be  on  one  person,  but  in  practice,  I do  not  find  any  inconvenient 
arise  at  present. 

6371.  Supposing  a difference  of  opinion  to  arise  between  you  and  Dr.  O’Meara,  as  regards 

the  treatment  of  a case  of  insanity — whose  opinion  should  prevail? — I do  not  know.  ' We 
talk  the  thing  over;  we  reason  with  one  another,  as  men  do  in  the  world  together  If  we 
were  both  equally  positive,  and  that  I said,  “I  will  not  mind  your  treatment,”  I think  it  is  in 
Ins  power  to  say,  “ It  is  my  order,  and  let  it  be  done.”  That  is  according  to  the  rules  He 
might  say,  “ I have  asked  your  advice,  you  do  not  agree  with  me,  and  I will  follow  out  mv 
own  course ; then  I should  obey.  J 

6^72.  answer. 70U  have  given,  is  in  accordance  with  the  rules? — Yes. 

6373.  But  supposing  the  law  to  be  altered,  and  that  the  manager  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  resident  physician  of  the  establishment,  would  you  see  any  difficulty  in  the  wav  of 
defining  the  duties  of  the  resident  physician  and  the  visiting  physician  ?— I do  not  thunk 
theie  would  be  any  difficulty  in  defining  them,  placing  the  charge  of  the  house  in  the  hands 
of  the  resident  physician,  and  the  medical  treatment,  and  letting  the  visiting  physician  con- 
sult with  hum  If  there  was  a clash  of  opinion,  I would  say  to  the  visiting  physician,  let 
us  call  in  a third  man,  and  we  will  both  abide  by  him.  Those  tilings  do  not  occur,  how- 
ever, so  often  in  practice  as  people  imagine. 

-a.Pply  y°Uy  “®wey.t0  the  ^ of  treatment  of  insanity  ?— To  the  treatment 
either  of  insanity  or  the  bodily  diseases  of  patients;  but  in  establishing  general  rules  for  an 
lnSflnS0o’  \ t lfre  ou"ht  t0  be  a responsibility  placed  upon  one  person  solely. 

bd/p.  ouch  being  the  case,  if  there  were  an  alteration  of  the  law,  upon  whom  would  you 
Sa*  1'es?oni ^ llt7— upon  the.resident  or  the  visiting  physician?— I should  say  upon 

resard  to  perl“ps  1 wouu  not  be  s° — 

h resident  physician,  whose  attention  is  more  particularly 

wfrh  of  cases  °f  msa>T  in  tin  charge,  would  he  more  competed  to  dei 

them  every  horror  ,or Pdetitioner  would  be?-Yes;  he  liyes  amount  them,  sees 
the  week  ... ' .if  t Uf  a Sfeat  udvaritage  over  a person  who  visits  three  days  in 
real  character  om  a }unatla  Patent  will  put  on  an  appearance  quite  different  from  his 
Shmenr2,d  fo  i00,'?*10”-  • T T7h°  is  «oin«  d“>7  aad  boily  through  the  estab- 
2? “1  T?  be  P“,oulM8  ?<  111  tie  cases'  “•  1 <“■*.  a better  judgf  and  better 

6377  Is  h vofra  ^ man  ?ho, sees  ‘be™  a‘  *be  interyals  I have  Stated, 

attendance  than  ti,„  °P™ou  t^e . medical  treatment  of  insanity  requires  a more  constant 
J i 6 ?f  a Vf\lDS  physician  ?_I  think  it  does, 
would  render  a?  ^ ^ W1*hdrawal  of  the  resident  physician  from  general  practice 

M7»!Ln£^J^l2PaUe  TeS  ordinary  disease  ? — I thinl  it  woiSd. 

would  oive  him  or,  ^ excePtl0na^  111  *he  treatment  of  ordinary  cases  of  lunatics  which 
rmanfSsSln™Hc.T  0rdT7  Petitioner  f-Theie  is  this  exception,  that 

I have  known  imt'  f £ not  comP^ain  of  their  diseases  in  the  way  patients  in  the  world  do. 
sim  tte YsL?  iere,W  “‘TV  “ tbe  lung,  with  pthSsis,  and  not  to  make  any 

wff  umhaL  tW  ,h  ? ! ke.MTer  saM  a ™rd.  a”d  ‘be  first  thing  we  observed 

was’lumi  hi’ft  1 * PT  T“S  “4  iben,  on  making  examination  the  cavity 

Xted  nof  i l?i  . 1 X*  n0\of  h0^  <““»•  Uie  patient  does  not  tell  you  he  L 

r*  3,0,1  trnI,T  “nd  correctly  what  are  his  sensations.  It  S like  the 

6380  St  i °T01 i.teU  ooeofly  how  they  are  affected. 

concealmenViY dLthaLd‘fflc,f ty  ascertaini“g  ‘be  nature  of  the  disease,  from  the  very 

of  much  ffreater  a A Cn. e’  r®n<^®r  the  presence  of  a person  of  considerable  practical  experience 
a thine  oartirnlnrl-tr  so;  two  heads  are  better  than  one,  and  a man  may  see 

than  another  whn  h f *LUt  ln  the  worl<i>  daily  witnessing  the  character  of  disease,  better 
as  not  the  same  opportunities.  The  former  may  be  better  qualified  to 
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treat  the  bodily  diseases  of  lunatics  than  the  man  who  is  withdrawn  from  practice  and 
confined  in  an  asylum. 

6381.  The  question  in  the  case  is,  which  would  he  the  best  to  direct  the  treatment? I 

think  perhaps  the  resident  man,  from  his  being  better  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
insane. 

6382.  Am  I to  understand,  therefore,  that  you  would  give  the  responsibility  of  treating 
bodily  disease  also  to  the  resident  physician  ? — I do  not  see  how  you  can  well  separate  them? 

6383.  The  visiting  physician,  therefore,  would  become  very  much  a consulting  physician 
under  the  scheme  you  advocate? — He  would  be  an  attending  physician.  In  private  practice 
an  attending  physician  may  say  to  a family,  “ Your  friend  or  relative  is  very  ill  and  I would 
like  to  have  another  in  with  me,”  and  the  family  select  another  medical  man  whom  they 
call  in.  I would  call  him  a consulting  physician ; or  if  two  men  differ  with  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  a case,  a third  is  called  in  as  a consulting  physician. 

6384.  Is  there  an  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution  ? No. 

6385.  Are  the  patients  treated  in  their  several  cells? — Yes;  in  their  several  cells. 

6386.  What  is  your  opinion  as  a medical  man,  as  to  the  advantage  of  an  infirmary  in  an 
institution  of  this  kind  ?— I think  most  highly  of  it.  It  is  upwards  of  twenty  years  since  I 
spoke  about  it  first.  There  were  two  wards  in  this  house  originally  intended  for  infirmary 
wards,  and  when  I came  here  first  they  were  labelled  on  the  outside  “ Infirmary but  the 
pressure  of  patients  caused  them  to  be  turned  into  dormitories.  They  were  badly  constructed 
for  their  purpose,  for  in  case  of  contagious  disease,  they  were  quite  open  to  the  rest  of  the 
corridors ; in  my  opinion  an  infirmary  should  be  a separate  place. 

6387.  Will  you  state,  particularly,  the  grounds  on  which  you  consider  patients  in  lunatic 
asylums  should  be  treated  in  an  infirmary  rather  than  in  their  separate  cells? — First,  if 
contagious  disease  occurs  in  the  asylum,  it  is  necessary  to  separate  the  persons  affected  from 
the  others;  next,  a patient  in  a cell  is  exposed  to  the  annoyance  of  the  turmoil  and  noise  of 
patients  going  about,  walking  up  and  down,  screaming  and  shouting,  and  at  night  particu- 
larly so,  which. I think  is  very  injurious  to  sick  persons ; besides,  it  is  of  advantage  to  have 
an  infirmary  with  a female  nurse  constantly  attending— no  one  can  attend  a sick  person  like 
a woman. 
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6388.  That  attendance  cannot  he  secured  in  the  same  way  if  the  patients  he  distributed 
throughout  the  separate  cells  of  the  various  divisions? — Not  at  all. 

6389.  Are  there  any  means  of  warming  the  cells  in  which  the  patients  maybe  treated? 

There  are  fireplaces  in  the  corridors,  and  in  cold  weather  they  are  lighted. 

6390.  Are  those  sufficient  to  give  adequate  warmth  to  the  cells  of  the  patients  ? — Generally 
speaking,  they  are  not,  in  some  of  the  corridors.  Where  there  are  four-bedded  dormitories 
we  have  a fire  in  the  chamber  itself,  and  frequently  when  I have  a couple  of  patients  in 
different  cells,  I move  them  into  one  and  have  a fire  lighted  in  it;  I speak  of  sick  patients; 
if  there  is  a patient  ill  in  No.  5,  and  another  in  No.  7,  I bring  them  together  into  one  or 
other  place. 

6391.  In  the  case  to  which  you  refer,  that  of  placing  patients  together  in  the  same  ward, 
would  there  he  patients  in  the  dormitory  who  would  not  be  sick? — Yes;  but  the  cases  I 
speak  of  would  not  be  cases  of  contagions  disease. 

6392.  Suppose  an  epidemic  unfortunately  to  break  out  in  the  asylum  to-morrow,  how 
would  you  be  enabled  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  treating  the  patients? — Iliad 
once  or  twice  typhus  fever  in  the  asylum,  and  I was  obliged  to  remove  patients  to  the 
.garden  house,  and  get  a hired  nurse  to  attend  them.  I have  no  means  of  separating  them 
if  such  occurred,  hut  I would  be  obliged  to  do  the  best  I could. 

6393.  What  particular  classification  is  made  of  the  patients? — We  have  convalescent, 
refractory,  and  tranquil ; the  names  are  over  the  doors,  but,  in  point  of  fact,  they  are  not  so 
classified,  in  consequence  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  house.  Generally  speaking,  the 
refractory  are  put  together,  but  they  are  very  much  mixed  up. 

6394.  Are  any  amusements  provided  for  the  patients? — They  read  and  walk 

6895.  Is  there  a library  of  books  for  their  use  ? — Well,  there  was,  but  it  is  gone ; tbe  books 
were  torn.  It  is  twelve  years,  or  perhaps  fifteen  years  ago,  since  there  was  about  £5  worth 
of  books  bought,  and  they  are  not  now  forthcoming. 

6396.  If  the  library  is  not  forthcoming,  how  are  the  patients  enabled  to  read? — They  get 
books  or  newspapers.  I frequently  give  newspapers  to  patients ; some  of  their  friends  send 
them  prayer-books. 

6397.  Are  any  games  such  as  backgammon  and  draughts  played  by  them? — The  men  used 
to  play  cards,  but  they  would  fight  and  quarrel,  and  I was  obliged  to  put  a stop  to  it. 


6398.  Do  the  female  patients  take  exercise  in  the  grounds  daily? — Yes ; they  walk  daily. 

6399.  How  are  they  otherv"'"''  Vniwmr, 

the  corridors,  washing  in  the 
of  female  occupation. 


are  they  otherwise 


vise  employed? — Sewing,  knitting,  spinning,  carding,  cleaning 
laundry,  and  assisting  in  the  kitchen ; there  are  different  sorts 

6400.  Do  you  make  up  in  the  establishment  all  the  clothing  required  for  the  use  of  the 
inmates  ? — All  the  female  clothing ; the  male  clothing  is  made  up  by  a tailor  in  the  town, 
who  is  paid  so  much  a suit. 

6401.  Are  none  of  the  inmates  employed  at  tailoring  ? — We  have  one  man  a tailor,  hut 
sometimes  he  will  not  work ; sometimes  he  will  make  braces  and  do  things  of  that  kind,  but 
no  more. 


Provision  in  cases  of 
contagious  disease. 


Classification. 


Amusements; 
employment  of 
patients. 


Making  up 
clothing,  &c. 


. 64=02.  Are  the  shoes  made-up  in  the  establishment ? — No;  they  are  supplied  by  a person 
m the  town  by  contract. 

6403.  It  would  appear  from  the  return  which  you  have  furnished  to  the  Commissioners 
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that,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  tailor  to  whom  you  have  referred,  there  have  not  been 
male  inmates  in  the  establishment  who,  (luring  the  last  year-,  were  employed  either  in  weav 
ing,  tailoring,  shoemaking,  or  carpentering? — Yes. 

6404.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  introduce  those  employments  into  the  house’— 
We  had  a carpenter  in  the  house,  a criminal  lunatic  from  the  county  Wexford;  he  is  now 
in  Dundrum  Asylum.  As  long  as  he  was  here  he  used  to  work,  but  I always  considered  it 
a risk  to  have  him  working,  as  carpenters’  tools  are  so  exceedingly  dangerous. 

6405.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  occupations  of  this  kind  are  advantageous  to  the  patients? 

Decidedly. 

6406.  How  do.  the  patients  employ  themselves  in  the  long  winter’s  evenings? They  talk 

dance,  have  music,  and  sit  by  the  fire.  ’ 

6407.  When  you  speak  of  dancing  and  music,  how  frequently  are  such  entertainments 
given  ? — They  have  them  every  day  almost.  The  sexes  do  not  meet.  There  may  be  a violin 
played  within  a very  short  time ; in  the  outside  division  there  is  a patient  plays  the  flute. 

6408.  Are  we  to  understand  those  amusements  take  place  in  the  day-rooms  of  the  asylum 
during  the  lon^  -winter’s  evenings  generally? — Frequently. 

6409.  How  frequently  do  you  suppose  they  have  had  those  amusements  during  the  last 
three  months? — Perhaps  twice  a-week  and  perhaps  oftener;  sometimes  every  nipht  during 
the  winter,  and  sometimes  only  once  a-week — just  according  as  the  patient  fs  well,  or 
inclined  to  play. 

6410.  The  patients  retire  to  bed  at  eight  in  the  evening,  and  rise  at  seven  in  the  momino-? 

— Yes ; they  rise  at  seven  in  the  winter’s  mornings,  and  six  in  the  summer.  A reports 
made  to  me  that  they  are  all  in  bed  at  eight  o’clock ; they  begin  to  go  to  bed  at  half-past 
seven.  If  a man  is  tired  after  working  all  day  out  in  the  garden,  lie  will  go  to  bed  very 
frequently  immediately  after  supper,  and  he  will  not  be  prevented.  J 

6411.  Wliat  number  of  batbs  are  there  in  the  establishment? — One  for  the  whole  estab- 
lishment, a very  bad  one.  That  was  one  of  the  things  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board,  and  which  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  contemplated  change  respecting 
Wexford.  We  have  estimates  and  plans  for  making  two  baths — one  for  each  sex. 

6412.  Is  the  bath  connected  with  the  corridors  and  cells? — It  is  outside:  it  is  only  a cold 
and  shower-bath. 


6413.  Supposing  a bath  to  be  required  for  a sick  patient,  how  is  it  provided? — We  have 
a slipper  bath  in  the  house,  which  is  a most  inconvenient  thing  for  a sick  patient,  particu- 
larly if  the  patient  is  at  all  refractory.  If  a patient  should  faint,  I think  the  slipper  bath  is 
very  dangerous. 

6414.  Do  each  of  the  patients  in  the  asylum,  fit  to  be  so  treated,  get  a bath  once  a-week? 
— Generally  speaking  their  feet  are  washed ; they  do  not  get  a bath. 

6415.  How  frequently  are  they  so  washed? — Twice  a-week;  that  is  the  direction;  gene- 
rally speaking,  from  twice  to  once  a-week,  according  to  the  state  of  their  skin. 

6416.  Are  there  lavatories  in  each  of  the  wards? — No. 

. ^ • Where  are  the  patients  usually  washed  each  morning  ? — Sometimes  under  the  piazza 

m the  morning;  that  is,  the  men  and  the  women  wash  in  their  rooms,  and  sometimes, 
m fine  weather,  they  wash  in  the  yard. 

6418.  Do  you  mean  by  the  yard,  a place  unprotected  from  the  weather? There  is  a 

piazza  in  the  yard ; the  front  is  open. 

any  hot  water  laid  on  in  any  part  of  the  establishment? — No,  except  in  the 
washing  baths  of  the  laundry,  from  the  laundry  fire. 

6420.  Has  the  question  of  a proper  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water,  and  the  erection  of 
lavatories,  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board?— -Yes;  I am  not  aware  that  the  lava- 
tories were  included  in  the  plans  for  the  baths. 

6421.  Is  it  proposed  to  have  those  new  baths  in  the  wards  or  in  the  detached  building,  to 
w.  ic  you  refer  — Dr.  O Meara  and  I are  anxious  to  have  the  baths  in  the  wards,  that  is,  we 
wish,  to  Have  them  opening  from  the  wards  outside  into  a little  building.  We  think  it 
would  be  offensive  to  Have  them  in  the  wards. 

6422.  Do  you  mean  that  they  should  be  so  placed  that  an  inmate  could  not  be  brought 
up  to  receive  a bath  without  passing  through  the  day-room  ?— No ; in  fact,  Dr.  O’Meara  has 
a plan  by  which  there  would  be  a bath  room  and  a bedroom  off  it,  so  that  when  a patient 
OTO^ell  Le  mi§Ht  be  k'0Ught  t0  tbe  bed  temPorarily,  and  be  afterwards  removed  to  his 

^•6t2\Do  I0U  see,any  objection  to  having  one  bath  for  the  use  of  a whole  division?— I 
tHmit  when  1 came  here  first  there  was  in  each  corridor  a shower  bath  and  a cold  bath,  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  corridor.  I forget  exactly  how  it  was;  but  at  all  events,  whether  it 
was  irom  the  pressure  of  patients  and  the  want  of  room,  or  from  their  becoming  offensive, 
w cn  1 am  quite  aware  they  did  become,  they  were  removed,  and  the  bath-room  was  con- 
verted  into  a single  room.  The  bath-room  is  there  still,  with  the  marks  of  the  opening  in 
the  floor  where  the  bath  was. 

6424  Are  there  water-closets  in  the  several  wards  or  divisions  ?— No ; there  is  only  one 
water-closet  in  the  whole  house. 

'^re  t^ere  P1™6? ? — Jes,  privies  in  the  yards, 
p " rp,  e taese  accessible  in  wet  weather,  so  that  the  patients  need  not  go  through  the 

wo7tJ  03,11  g0  Tmder  tlie  piazza. 

a Si™e  sew®raSe  of  the  establishment  perfect? — It  is  not;  a large  sewer  passes 
house,  and  goes  out  to  the  far  wall;  when  I came  first,  as  resident  physician, it 
was  blocked  up  altogether,  and  I had  it  opened  and  cleaned  out. 
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6428.  How  are  the  privies  discharged  ?— Into  a hole,  which  is  covered  with  turf  mould. 

6429.  Who  are  employed  in  that  work?— The  patients  themselves,  superintended  by  a 
keeper.  A nasty  job  it  is.  The  privies  have  been  greatly  .improved  since  I came  here. 

6430.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  ventilating  the  house?— The  windows  and  doors, 
and  little  openings  in  the  doors,  opposite  the  windows. 

6431.  No  ventilating  shafts  or  flues? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

6432.  No  means  of  extracting  the  foul  air? — No. 

6433.  Do  you  find,  generally  speaking,  that  the  ventilation  is  sufficient? — I think  so.  We 
have  sometimes  offensive  smells, . which,  I think,  is  owing  merely  to  the  want  of  cleanliness  • 
at  the  same  time,  better  ventilation  would  remove  the  smell. 

6434.  Is  the  establishment  lighted  with  gas  ? — Yes. 

6435.  Where  do  the  patients  dine? — In  their  day-rooms;  I think  it  would  be  better  to 
have  a general  dining-hall  for  each  sex.  We  have  already  recommended  that,  in  a report 
we  made  some  two  years  ago. 

6436.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  day-rooms? — Tables,  and  forms. 

6437.  Have  you  chairs  with  backs,  for  weak  or  delicate  patients?— We  had  two;  I think 
the  Inspectors  aid  not  approve  of  them ; we  have  not  got  them  now. 

6438.  Have  you  furniture  in  the  corridors? — No,  except  a box  for  coals. 

6439.  Are  the  corridors  much  used  on  wet  days  by  the  patients? — Yes;  they  walk  up 
and  down  in  them,  aud  on  fine  days,  too.  If  a patient  is  moody,  and  keeps  away  from  the 
rest,  he  will  not  go  into  the  day-room,  but  will  walk  up  and  down  the  corridor. 

6440.  There  are  no  means  whatever  to  enable  patients  to  rest  in  the  corridors  ? No. 

6441.  Are  the  airing  courts .provided  with  seats? — In  summer  I bring  out  the  forms  from 
the  dining-rooms  into  the  airing  courts,  and  in  very  fine  weather  in  summer  I frequently 
bring  out  the  tables,  and  let  them  breakfast,  and  dine,  and  sup,  in  the  airing  courts. 

6442.  Are  the  airing  courts  surrounded  by  buildings  on  all  sides? — Either  by  buildings 
or  walls.  There  are  two  of  them  surrounded  by  buddings,  and  four  of  them  partly  sur- 
rounded by  buildings,  and  partly  by  a high  boundary  wall. 

6443.  Are  they,  in  your  opinion,  suitable  places  for  the  recreation  of  lunatics  ? I should 

think  them  cold  and  clamp. 

6444.  Are  there  any  shrubs  or  trees  ? — I put  a tree  into  each  court  on  the  female  side,  and 
on  the  male  side,  but  the  bark  was  cut  and  spoiled ; and  on  the  same  side  I put  a grass  plot 
round  each,  and  they  walk  round  that  plot.  Some  shrubs  which  I put  were  partly  destroyed 
by  frost  aud  partly  by  mischief.  The  trees  on  the  female  side  have  not  been  much  injured. 

6445.  Is  the  clothing  supplied  for  the  inmates  sufficient? — Whenever  I want  clothing  I 
have  only  to  apply  to  the  Board,  and  I always  get  it. 

6446.  What  bedsteads  are  generally  used  in  the  institution? — They  are  made  of  iron, 
with  the  exception  of  one  like  a hammock,  made  of  chain,  instead  of  rope.  I have  only 
the  one  which  I got  for  an  experiment,  and  I do  not  like  it. 

6447.  Have  you  found  the  iron  bedsteads  answer? — Yes;  but  they  are,  liable  to  be 
broken  very  much. 

6448.  Have  the  patients  ever  succeeded  in  breaking  them  ? — They  jump  on  them,  and 
break  them  sometimes. 

6449.  Do  the  patients  injure  themselves  or  others  with  the  broken  portions  of  the  bed- 
steads?— They  do  not  break  off  portions;  I have  never  known  them  attempt  that. 

6450.  What  bedding  is  generally  used? — Straw ; and  they  have  latterly  had  cocoa  fibre 
for  mattresses. 

6451.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  the  two  ? — For  clean  patients 
I think  the  cocoa  fibre  makes  a very  nice  bed,  with  straw  under  it  to  keep  the  bed  from 
being  pressed  down  through  the  openings  of  the  steads ; otherwise,  unless  it  is  made  very 
thick  indeed,  I do  not  think  it  is  as  good  a bed  as  the  other;  I mean,  that  they  should  be 
thick  enough  to  keep  the  laths  from  pressing  up  and  being  felt  by  the  patients. 

6452.  The  lower  classes  in  this  country  generally  use  straw? — Generally,  or  chaff. 

6453.  What  is  the  general  dietary  of  the  establishment? — Stirabout  for  breakfast,  bread 
and  milk  for  dinner,  bread  and  cocoa  for  supper. 

6454.  How  often  in  the  week  is  animal  food  given? — Three  times  a- week  to  all  patients, 
and  then  any  one  that  requires  more  gets  it  every  day  as  a medical  allowance  or  extra  • 

6455.  What  is  the  allowance  of  animal  food? — It  is  made  always  into  soup.  The  soup 
is  made  of  a quarter  of  a pound  of  meat  per  patient,  with  three  ox-heads  put  in  for  the 
advantage  of  all  generally.  The  meat  is  served  up  with  the  soup,  cut  into  small  bits. 

6456.  Are  potatoes  at  all  used? — Yes,  by  the  servants  and  patients  when  they  express  a 
particular  desire  for  them. 

6457.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  general  diet  of  the  house.is  in  any  way  regulated  by 

the.  general  desire  of  the  patients? — No,  except  in  that  instance.  If  I am  going  round,  a 
patient  may  say  to  me,  “ let  me  have  potatoes,  I don’t  like  bread,”  and  I may  say,  “ you 
■will  have  potatoes.”  The  females  often  express  a wish  for  tea ; that  I set  my  face  against 
as  much  as  I possibly  can,  but  I sometimes  give  it.  • 

6458.  Has  a general  meal  of  potatoes  been  given  to  the  whole  house  within  the  last 
year? — No.  Before  the  potato  disease  potatoes  were  used  in  place  of  bread  for  dinner. 

6459.  Is  there  any  particular  reason  for  not  reverting  to  the  practice  which  existed  before 
the  potato  disease? — The  potatoes  are  not  yet  plenty  enough,  and  the  number  of  patients 
in  the  house  has  increased  very  much,  and  there  is  a delay  hi  cooking  potatoes. 

6460.  Are  potatoes  in  general  use  now  amongst  the  lower  classes  in  the  country? — I am 
not  aware ; I rather  think,  not  as  much  as  they  used  to  he. 
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G461.  Do  you  think  patients,  upon  being  admitted  into  this  asylum  and  beino-  placed  udo 
a bread  diet,  are  subjected  to  an  alteration  from  their  ordinary  dietary  -which  has  an  in 
jurious  effect  upon  them  ? — I think  quite  the  contrary ; they  almost  invariably  get  fat 

6462.  Did  you  find  the  change  from  the  potatoes  to  the  bread  diet  to  be  attended  with 
good  or  bad  consequences  ? — I have  found  no  bad  consequences.  We  used  to  give  milk  in 
the  evenings,  and  to  give  cocoa  also  on  account  of  attacks  of  dysentery. 

6463.  Are  any  vegetables  used? — Yes,  cabbage,  turnips,  celery,  parsnips;  they  are  made 

up  into  soup;  and  also,  any  patient  that  gets  meat,  if  he  likes  cabbage,  or  turnips  or 
parsnips,  gets  them.  ^ ’ 

6464.  Are  there  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution  ? — Two ; a Protestant  and  a Roman 
Catholic  chaplain. 

6465.  Have  chaplains  been  always  attached  to  this  institution — Not  always;  I think  since 
about  1844. 

6466.  How  many  of  the  inmates  usually  attend  Divine  worship? I am  better  able  to 

speak  of  the  Catholic  worship.  Generally  from  sixty  to  eighty  attend  Catholic  worship 
and  about,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  attend  Protestant  worship.  These  are  the  average  numbers! 
There  are  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  Protestants  in  the  house. 

6467.  That  is,  something  under  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  attend  Divine  worship? I 

dare  say  there  are  rather  more — eighty  or  ninety — about  one-half. 

6468.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  allowing  the  inmates  an  opportunity  of  attending  Divine 
worship,  and  of  receiving  the  ministrations  of  chaplains,  has  an  advantageous  or  injurious 
effect? — Most  advantageous,  according  to  my  experience. 

6469.  Has  a case  ever  arisen  in  which  you  considered  an  individual  patient  might  be 
injuriously  affected  by  communication  with  a chaplain? — Yes;  I mean  for  Divine  service  I 
do  not  mean  conversation  with  a chaplain.  I have  frequently  forbidden  a man  to  be 
allowed  to  go  to  either  Protestant  or  Catholic  service,  when  I considered  him  to  be  unfit.  If 
he  was  very  violent  he  would  disturb  the  congregation,  and  it  would  be  injurious  to  himself 
as  well  as  to  the  others.  I have  forbidden  such  a man  for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  suc- 
cessively from  going. 

6470.  In  cases  where  you  considered  that  the  state  of  a patient’s  mind  would  not  admit 
of  his  receiving  any  advantage  from  communication  with  his  clergyman,  what  course  would 
you  usually  take  ?- — I do  not  think  I have  ever  found  it  necessary  to  prevent  absolutely  all 
communication  with  a ‘clergyman.  I do  not  think  I would  prevent  the  communication ; I 
would  go  with  the  clergyman  to  the  case,  apprize  him  of  the  sort  of  case  it  was,  and  o-i’ve 
him  my  opinion  about  it.  I do  not  think  I would  have  a right  to  interfere  further,  unless 
it  were  a very  violent  case,  so  that  the  clergyman  would  he  in  danger. 

6471.  Supposing,  which  is  not  likely,  that  a clergyman  was  so  indiscreet  as  to  pursue  his 
conversation  with  a patient,  very  much  to  the  injury  of  the  patient,  without  any  practical 
religious  good  at  the  time,  would  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  interfere? — Yes. 

Vlll'  P°70U  consider  that  power  should  be  left  with  the  manager  ?— I think  so. 

Is  there,  any  cliapel  provided  for  tlie  celebration  of  Divine  worship? — No. 

. J4,  Wliere  is  Divine  worship  celebrated? — Catholic  worship  is  celebrated  in  one  of  the 
coiridors.  We  have  a little  portable  altar,  which  is  placed  against  the  wall ; the  males  are 
below  ami  the  females  are  above.  I generally  attend  Mass  myself.  The  members  of  the 
-Established  Church  go  into  No.  5 day-room. 

6475.  Are  there  many  of  the  inmates  capable  of  reading  or  writing  ? — I would  say, 

perhaps,  thirty  per  cent.  ° 

6476.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  provide  instruction  for  them?— I 
cannot  see  how  it  could  be  done.  The  ages  they  generally  come  in  at  interpose  difficulties. 

1 do  not  think  a man  of  forty  or  fifty  is  very  willing  to  learn  or  very  capable  of  learning. 
As  an  occupation  for  the  mind  it  might  he  of  use,  the  same  as  then-  playing  backgammon 
or  any  other  game.  1 J ° ° 

3?ier?  is  au  apothecary,  I presume,  attached  to  this  institution? — There  is. 
b47b.  Does  he  compound  the  medicines  upon  the  spot?— He  comes  up  on  the  same  days 
as  the  visiting  physician,  generally  with  him,  and  compounds  the  medicines  before  he  leaves 
the  house,  and  he  also  comes  whenever  sent  for. 

. *?,4^'  pp:  medicines  being  provided  by  the  establishment? — Yes,  and  kept  in  a surgery 
m the  establishment.  1 ° 

6480.  Is  there  a clerk  and  storekeeper? — There  is. 

2°es ?e  reside ,on  ,the  Premises?— He  resides  on  the  premises, 
it,  ° i Y i °m  a„re  tlle  mferior  officers  appointed  ? — I appoint  the  servants,  reporting  to 
the  Board,  who  confirm  the  appointment. 

whom  are  they  dismissed  ? — By  me,  under  the  same  circumstances.  I feel  of 
a serTant  has  the  P°wer  °f  appeal,  if  he  conceives  himself  wronged. 
b4°4-  2°  7°1U  keeP  the  daily  statement  book  regularly  ?— Yes. 

b4°5:  Are  tbe  cases  of  restraint  entered  in  that  book?— The  doctor  enters  them  in  hia 
Medical  Register. 

6486.  Then  that  portion  of  the  daily  statement  book,  which  requires  a return  of  the  per- 
sons  under  daily  restraint  or  seclusion,  is  not  filled  up?— It  is  sometimes,  but  not  invariably, 
n “ restraint  much  practised  in  the  establishment  ?— Very  seldom. 

By  whom  are  tlie  instruments  of  restraint  kept?— They  are  generally  in  one  of  the 
LocKers  in  the  office,  and  sometimes  they  are  in  the  different  divisions.  The  nurses  and 
eepers  have  them  sometimes.  We  have  very  few  of  them ; nothing  but  the  strait  waistcoat, 
and  the  strap  and  buckle.  ° 
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6489.  Have  you  no  ankle  straps? — Yes;  the  one  is  for  the  hand  or  ankle. 

6490.  Is  seclusion  ever  practised? — Frequently;  a patient  is  put  into  a cell  until  the 
paroxysm  is  over. 

6491.  Is  there  a padded  room? — No. 

6492.  Is  the  shower  bath  ever  used  as  a punishment? — Not  latterly;  it  is  threatened  as  a 
punishment,  but  not  used. 

6493.  How  long  has  it  not  been  used  ? — I suppose,  for  the  last  year,  or  two  years,  it  has  not 
been  used.  It  is  very  frequently  threatened.  In  fact,  I think  the  system  of  punishing  luna- 
tics is  most  erroneous. 

6494.  Is  it  not  contrary  to  the  general  principle  of  the  law  to  punish  a lunatic? — It  is; 
and  speaking  medically,  I think  it  is  a most  erroneous  system. 

6495.  You  do  not  consider  punishment  to  be  proper  medical  treatment? — I do  not. 

6496.  You  are  aware  that,  by  the  Privy  Council  rules,  the  instruments  of  restraint  should 
he  kept  by  the  manager  himself? — So  they  are,  generally  speaking,  kept  in  the  office. 

6497.  It  appears  that  on  one  of  the  Commissioners  going  through  the  house  this  morning,  a 
patient  named  Michael  Doyle,  was  found  in  bed  in  a single  cell, "where  it  was  stated  he  had 
been  for  some  weeks? — He  was  up  the  day  before  yesterday. 

6498.  Is  he  able  to  walk? — He  is;  but  when  I was  going  round  at  dinner-time,  he  was 
reported  to  me  as  having  got  a weakness,  and  I sent  him  to  his  cell. 

6499.  The  door  of  his  cell  was  found  locked,  and  he  was  tightly  stopped  down  in  the 
bed  with  body  straps? — I did  not  see  that.  I suppose  it  was  done  to  prevent  him  tearing 
his  clothes,  or  to  prevent  him  getting  out  of  the  bed ; or  something  of  that  kind. 

6500.  His  bed  is  also  stated  to  have  been  in  a bad  condition,  and  the  room  very  offensive; 
do  you  consider  that  a suitable  mode  of  treating  such  a case? — I do  not.  I did  not  see  him 
to-clay,  as  I was  preparing  for  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  here. 

6501.  Are  you  generally  satisfied  with  the  officers  and  attendants  in  the  establishment? — 
Generally  speaking,  I am ; but  with  respect  to  the  case  of  the  keeper  who  is  over  the  patient 
referred  to,  I do  not  consider  him  a good  officer,  and  some  others  are  far  too  old. 

6502.  Have  the  Board  had  under  consideration  the  superannuation  of  any  of  the  servants 
of  the  establishment? — I do  not  think  they  have  had  it  regularly  under  consideration ; it 
may  have  been  spoken  of. 

6503.  By  whom  is  the  minute  book  kept? — By  one  of  the  Governors,  who  acts  as 
secretary  for  the  day.  It  is  kept  in  a rough  proceeding  book,  and  copied  by  the  clerk  after- 
wards into  a fair  copy  book. 

6504.  In  what  manner  do  yon  bring  before  the  Board  any  matter  that  you  may  think  it 
proper  to  direct  their  attention  to  ? — On  a little  slip  of  paper.  There  are  half  a dozen  of  them 
on  the  table,  and  the  business  of  the  day  is  noted  down  on  them. 

6505.  There  is  no  regular  memorandum  book,  then,  kept,  as  contemplated  by  the  regula- 
tions?— No. 

6506.  Do  the  Inspectors  enter  minutes  in  any  particular  hook? — They  frequently  make  a 
remark  in  what  we  call  the  visitors’  hook ; not  always. 

6507.  Do  they  usually  make  an  entry  of  each  of  tneir  visits? — Not  invariably;  they  gene- 
rally do. 

6508.  In  what  manner  are  any  matters  they  may  desire  to  bring  before  the  Board  submitted 
for  their  consideration  ? — They  generally  attend  at  the  Board,  and  bring  the  matter  before  them. 

6509.  In  that  case  there  would  be  no  record  of  the  representation  of  the  Inspectors? — No ; 
except  what  might  he  entered  on  the  minutes. 

6510.  If  nothing  had  been  done  on  the  representation,  would  any  record  appear? — There 
might  he,  if  it  was  negatived,  or  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

6511.  Do  they  regularly  attend  meetings  of  the  Board? — Not  every  meeting. 

6512.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  by  voting? — I do  not  know  that  it  has  ever 
come  to  a vote ; but  I fancy  they  would  he  justified  in  doing  so.  They  take  as  much  part 
m the  proceedings  as  any  one  else. 

6513.  Has  either  of  them  ever  acted  as  the  honorary  secretary  for  the  day,  in  the  manner 
that  you  have  described  ? — I think  Dr.  Nugent  has  commenced,  and  then  given  it  up  to 
Mr.  Haughton  when  he  came  in,  or  to  some  other  member. 

. 6514.  How  frequently  do  they  visit  the  asylum? — They  have  not  visited  us  frequently, 
since  Dr.  White’s  illness.  I think  the  last  visit  Dr.  White  made,  was  in  October,  and  Dr. 
Nugent,  I think,  in  September. 

|51o.  It  lias  been  stated  that  several  patients  come  into  this  establishment,  who  have  to 
he  brought  a considerable  distance — what  is  the  greatest  distance  of  any  part  of  the  district 
from  the  asylum  ? — From  the  lower  end  of  W exford  is  a long  way.  I suppose  about  fifty  miles. 

6516.  Do  any  large  number  of  patients  come  from  the  extreme  part -of  Wexford? — A 
good  number  do,  from  the  baronies  of  Bargy,  Forth,  and  Shelburne.  About  sixty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  Wexford  patients  come  from  those  three  baronies. 

6517.  The  patients,  of  course,  are  not  brought  here,  till  intimation  is  given  that  their 
admissions  have  been  granted? — No;  I write  to  say  that  they  have  been  approved  of,  and 
that  I have  a vacancy,  and  that  the  case  may  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

6518.  Are  the  class  of  persons  admitted  to  the  asylum,  generally  enabled  to  be  brought 
here  in  one  day  from  their  homes,  from  the  lower  parts  of  Wexford? — Generally  speaking, 
they  are. 
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6519.  In  what  condition  are  the  patients  generally  on  their  admission? — Sometimes  veiy 
bad,  with  bed  sores,  old,  and  worn  out,  and  sometimes  tied  down  on  cars. 

6520.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  poorer  classes  generally  do  not  seek  admission  for  tlieir  Delay  in  seeking  for 
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friends  to  an  asylum,  until  their  cases  are  considerably  advanced  ? — Generally  speaking,  that 
is  the  case. 

6521.  From  what  does  that  arise? — Well,  I think  it  is  from  a kind  feeling  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  part  with  them. 

6522.  Are  the  friends  admitted  to  the  asylum  to  see  patients? — Yes. 

6523.  How  often? — On  visiting  days — three  times  in  the  week;  and  if  a person  comes 
up  from  a distance,  I relax  the  rule,  and  let  that  person  come  in ; I do  not  like  the  idea 
of  sending  him  or  her  away  again,  to  come  on  another  day. 

Robert  Clayton  Browne,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6524. 1 believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Carlow  Asylum? — Yes. 

6525.  How  long  have  you  been  a Govenior  of  the  institution? — About  eight  or  ten  years, 

6526.  Is  there  generally  a fair  attendance  of  Governors  on  Board  days? — Yes,  a pretty 
fair  attendance. 

6527.  Have  there  been  many  occasions  on  which,  to  your  knowledge,  a Board  has  not 
been  formed,  from  a want  of  members  ? — Sometimes  on  occasion  of  bad  weather. 

6528.  The  Boavd  meet  once  a month? — Once  a month. 

6529.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  to  be  more  on  the  part  of  Governors  who  live  adjacent 
to  the  town  than  of  those  who  live  at  a distance  ? — More  on  the  part  of  those  who  live 
near  the  town. 

6530.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Governors  of  this  institution  are 
now  appointed  ? — I think  the  Grand  Juries  of  counties  should  nominate. 

6531.  Do  you  recommend  the  Grand  Juries  should  nominate  all  the  members  of  the 
Board,  or  would  j’-ou  give  a power  of  nomination  of  any  portion  to  the  executive  Govern- 
ment ? — I should  be  inclined  to  give  a power  of  nominating  the  whole  to  the  Grand  Juries 
of  the  respective  counties. 

6532.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Board  of  this  asylum  have  not  usually  been  in  the  hahit 
of  admitting  paying  patients? — No,  they  have  not. 

6533.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  any  provision  being  made  by  law  for 
that  class  of  lunatics  who,  though  not  absolutely  paupers,  are  at  the  same  time  unable  to  pay 
the  full  sum  for  their  maintenance  ? — We  discussed  it  the  other  day;  I am  in  favour  of  it. 
I think  it  would  be  fair  that  paying  patients  should  be  admitted,  they  paying  the  average 
cost  of  their  maintenance  in  the  institution,  which,  I believe,  is  about  il8  in  the  year. 

6534.  Do  you  consider  that  the  pauper  patients  should  have  a preference  of  admission 
before  the  paying  patients? — I think  they  should. 

6535.  Do  you  think  the  Board  should  have  a discretionary  power  of  admitting  paying 
patients  at  less  than  the  actual  cost  ?— No,  I think  not. 

6536.  In  calculating  the  numbers  for  whom  additional  accommodation  should  be  pro- 
vided in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  is  there  any  consideration  given  to  the  number  of  paying 
patients  for  whom  it  might  be  requisite  to  provide  places? — No,  I do  not  think  that  was 
taken  into  our  consideration. 

6537.  Do  you  find  that  the  Board  of  Governors  are  generally  enabled  to  be  furnished 
with  sufficient  information  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  applicants? — We  do  not  see 
the  patients.  The  admissions  are  grounded  on  representations  on  the  admission  papers. 

6538.  What  is  vour  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  a pi’eliminary  investigation  being  made 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  any  other  local  body  respecting  the  patients? — It  would  he 
desirable,  but  in  the  case  of  violent  or  dangerous  lunatics  it  might  be  attended  with  a great 
deal  of  inconvenience. 

6539.  You  mean  the  delay  such  inquiries  on  the  spot  might  necessitate  would  be  ob- 
jectionable?— Yes. 

6540.  In  the  case  of  paying  patients  being  admitted,  would  you  consider  it  advisable  that 
some  power  should  be  given  to  the  Governors  to  recover,  from  the  persons  liable  for  the 
support  of  the  patients,  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  may  now 
be  recovered  under  the  Poor  Law  ? — Certainly. 

6541.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  changeability  of  lunatics  is  at 
present  fixed  by  law ? — I think  it  very  fair;  every  county  should  bear  its  share  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  patients  sent  from  it. 

6542.  Do  you  prefer  that  system  to  one  which  would  make  the  charge  more  local,  such 
as  upon  electoral  divisions  or  unions  ? — That  would  be  a still  fairer  mode  of  assessing  it. 

6543.  Do  you  consider  that  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  inmates  is  properly  provided 
for  at  present  through  the  county  rate  ? — I think  it  is. 

6544.  Do  you  prefer  that  to  an  arrangement  by  which  it  would  be  provided  for  through 
the  poor  rate? — Yes. 

6545.  You  are  aware  of  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  new 
asylums  and  the  formation  of  new  districts ; are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrange- 
ment?— No,  I do  not  approve  of  the  arrangement.  That  is  the  point  on  which  we  feel  so 
much. 

6546. 1 presume  you  do  not  object  to  the  distribution  of  districts  being  fixed  by  some, 

central  authority  ? No. 

6547.  As  regards  the  plans  of  buildings,  would  yon  be  willing  to  leave  the  decision  upon 
those  plans  to  a central  authority  ? — Yes. 

6548.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  superintendence  of  the  erection  of 
buddings  being  left  to  a central  authority  ? — That  is  very  fair. 

6549.  Would  you.  be.  anxious  for  an  arrangement  by  which  the  erection  of  asylums  would 
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be  left  to  committees  of  Governors  in  the  same  manner  as  the  erection  of  county  prisons  ’—  r<Br 
It  might  be  done,  but  I should  have  no  objection  to  its  being  done  by  a central  authority 
in  Dublin.  J 

655°.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  frequently  attend  the 
Board  of  Governors;  what  is  vour  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Inspectors  beino- 
themselves  members  of  the  Boards  ? — I see  no  objection  to  it  ° 

6551.  Do  you  consider  that  they  should  lmvo  tile  same  power  of  voting  with  reference  to  Propriety  of  ,ho  la- 

the  subjects  winch  come  heroic  the  Boards,  as  the  ordinary  members,  or  would  you  confine  sPectors  being 
their  duties  within  the  limit  of  those  discharged  by  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  ?■— Porham  if  “em5ers  °f  tho 
would  be  better  to  confine  their  duties  to  supervision,  to  inspection,  and  to  their  oiling  BoardsofGovemor8' 
suggestions  or  hints,  and  that  they  should  not  vote  at  the  Board.  ° ° 

6552.  Would  the  Board,  in  your  opinion,  derive  any  assistance  from  their  attendance?— 

Not  a great  deal. 


6556.  Is  it  usual,  when,  matters  come  before  the  Board  which  require  in vesti option  to 
refer  them  for  consideration  to  the  Inspectors,  or  to  appoint  members  of  the  Board  to 
investigate  them?— Generally,  when  there  is  any  thing  particular  to  be  brought  before  the 
Board,  we  request  some  of  the  members  of  the  Board  specially  to  take  that  particular 
subject  into  consideration.  1 

6554. 1 believe  the  Governors,  having  felt  that  the  present  asvlum  was  inadequate  for  the 
wants  of  the  district,  have  had  under  their  consideration  a plan 'for  its  enlargement?— Yes 
6555.  I presume  you  are  the  Chairman  who  signed  this  representation  now  before  me 
addressed  to  the  Commissioners? — Yes. 


The  providing  of 
additional  Asylum 
accommodation. 


6556.  The  opinion  of  the  Board  appears  to  have  been,  that  adequate  accommodation 
could  be  provided  by  additions  to  the  present  building? — Precisely. 

6557.  It  is  stated  in  this  representation  that  there  were  seventy-three  lunatics,  forty-five  Number  of  cases  in 

idiots,  and  thirteen  epileptics  in  the  gaols  and  workhouses  of  the  district  on  the  previous  gaols  and  work- 
lst  of  November?— Yes;  Dr.  White  took  great  pains  in  writing  to  the  different  <raols  l$usf ? ,the  count7 
and  places  where  those  people  were,  and  that  was  the  result  of  his  inquiries.  ° Wexford. 

6558.  From  the  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  since  received,  it  would  appear 
that  the  majority  of  those  cases  arc  in  the  county  Wexfqrd? — Yes. 

6559.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  lunatics  in  the  workhouses,  do  you  think  that  they 
are  of  a class  wlio  ought  to  bo  removed  to  an  asylum? — I think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  them  where  there  are  persons  accustomed  to  the  care  of  such  people. 

6560. 1 presume  you  arc  also  of  opinion  that  the  gaols  arc  not  suitable  places  for  the 
detention  of  lunatics  for  ever  so  short  a period? — I am  of  opinion  that  they  arc  not  suitable 
places  for  them. 


6561.  Have  you  bad  under  the  consideration  of  your  Board  the  propriety  of  erecting  a Question  of  Asylum 
building  for  chronic  or  incurable  cases? — We  have  been  talking  about  it  lately,  but  I do  for  incurables. 

not  think  we  have  made  up  our  minds  on  the  subject.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  it  might 
very  well  form  a part  or  branch  of  an  establishment  like  this,  and  would  be  much  better 
than  having  them  in  poorliouses. 

6562.  According  to  the  present  condition  of  this  institution  it  would  appear  that  eighty- 
eight  out  of  199  patients  are  from  the  county  of  Wexford? — There  is  a very  large  pro- 
portion from  the  county  Wexford. 

6563.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  removal  of  those  eighty-eiglit  patients  would  adequately 
provide  for  that  proportion  of  the  131  now  in  the  gaols  and  workhouses  of  the  district,  who 
belong  to  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Kildare? — Yes,  I think  it  would  more  than  provide 
for  them. 


6564.  It  appears  from  the  representation  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  Board'  Alleged  economy  of 
considered  it  would  be  more  economical  to  erect  additional  buildings  for  the  present  district  a<,d ^ °nal  » 

than  to  carry  out  an  arrangement  by  which  they  would  have  to  repay  the  county  Wexford  Asylum  rather  than 
its  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  asylum? — Very  much  more  economical,  both  as  regards  the  a new  Asylum  for 
first  cost  and  the  establishment  charges.  The  building  of  a lunatic  asylum  de  novo  would  Wexford, 
involve  the  purchase  of  ground,  and  would  involve  a very  heavy  outlay.  I believe  this 
asylum  cost  £20,000.  An  addition  might  be  made,  which,  I think,  would  meet  our  wants 
and  the  wants  of  the  county  Wexford,  for  I would  say,  on  a rough  calculation,  about 
£10,000  or  £12,000  ; whereas,  building  a new  asylum,  and  purchasing  the  ground, 
might  cost  from  £25,000  to  £30,000.  Then  the  establishment  charges  are  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  Here,  in  round  numbers  they  are  about  £1,700  a-year.  That  divided 
amongst  three  counties  comes,  comparatively  speaking,  light,  but  if  thrown  upon  two,  the 
counties  of  Kildare  and  Carlow,  in  the  event  of  Wexford  being  separated  from  us,  it  would 


.6565.  It  is  estimated  in  the  representation  before  us,  that  this  county  and  the  county  of 
Kildare,  would  have  to  repay  the  county  of  Wexford  between  £7,000  and  £8,000? — Yes  ; 
we  have  not  yet  got  the  return  of  what  we  will  have  to  repay  the  county  and  city  of  Kil- 
kenny. 

. 6566.  Has  it  ever  been  estimated  how  much  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  new  addi- 
tion to  this  asylum  would  be  on  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Kildare? — No.  The  total  cost 
has  been  put  down  at  some  £10,000  or  £12,000,  but  I do  notknow  the  proportion  Wexford 
^onld  have  to  pay. 

6567.  Has  any  rough  estimate  been  given  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  addition? — I under- 
stand, £10,000.  ° 

6568. 1 believe  the  manner  in  which  the  charge  for  the  erection  of  additional  buildings  is 
distributed,  is  according  to  the  population  of  the  several  counties  ? — I believe  that  is  the  case. 

2 M 2 
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6569.  Considering  that  the  population  of  Wexford  is  upwards  of  180,000,  and  that  the 
population  of  Kildare  and  Carlow  united,  is  about  163,000,  the  proportion  which  would  fall 
on  these  two  counties  would  be  something  less  than  £5,000? — Yes. 

6570.  Are  we  to  understand  that  accommodation  for  200  patients  additional  is  to  be 
provided  by  this  expenditure  of  £10,000? — So  I understand. 

6571.  Have  the  Board  ever  had  under  their  consideration  an  arrangement  by  which  a 
provincial  asylum  might  be  established  for  receiving  the  incurable  patients  of  each  asylum? 
— No,  we  have  not  taken  that  into  consideration. 

6572.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  appoint  a visiting  committee,  or  any  body  who,  from 
time  to  time,  inspect  the  house? — No,  we  occasionally  go  through  the  house. 

6573.  Is  it  the  practice  on  each  Board  day,  for  some  members  of  the  Board  always  to  go 
round  the  house? — No,  it  is  not  the  regular  practice. 

6574.  Do  you  agree  in  the  opinion,  that  if  it  became  necessary  to  take  any  more  land  in 
addition  to  that  which  is  at  present  in  the  occupation  of  the  Board,  any  difficulty  would 
arise  in  obtaining  it? — No,  I do  not  conceive  there  would. 

6575.  How  near  the  confines  of  the  ground  now  belonging  to  the  Board,  would  this  addi- 
tional building  extend? — At  one  side,  within  about  235  feet  of  the  boundary  wall,  and  at 
the  other  side  about  the  same. 

6576.  When  did  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a new  asylum  at  Wexford  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  at  Carlow? — I was  abroad  at  the  time,  and  on 
my  return,  I found  the  Governors  very  anxious,  and  very  much  annoyed  about  it;  in  the 
middle  of  November  last — very  much  annoyed,  indeed,  at  the  separation  of  Wexford  being 
decided  upon  by  that  county,  without  giving  the  Carlow  Board  of  Governors  any  notice. 

6577.  Yon  mean  that  the  question  of  having  a distinct  asylum  in  Wexford  had  been 
adopted,  and  urged  by  the  Wexford  authorities,  without  holding  communication  with  the 
Carlow  gentlemen  on  the  subject? — Yes. 

6578.  But  no  ultimate  decision  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  executive  Government? No. 

6579.  It  has  been  stated,  that  the  distance  of  remote  parts  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  from 
which  a considerable  portion  of  the  lunatics  received  into  this  establishment  come,  is  very 
great? — Yes,  but  a railway  is  now  in  progress  to  it,  with  branches  to  Enniscortliy  and  Ross. 

6580.  Has  there  been  a large  attendance  of  the  Governors  from  the  county  of  Kildare, 
when  this  matter  was  under  consideration? — Not  here. 

6581.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  they  agree  generally  with  the  gentry  of  Carlow  on  this 
specific  point? — Yes.  I have  been  in  communication  with  a leading  gentleman  of  the 
county  of  Kildare,  and  he  expressed  himself  very  strongly  against  Wexford  separating  from 
us..  I am  also  in  communication  with  gentlemen  from  the  county  Wexford,  and  they  are 
quite  of  opinion  with  the  Carlow  Governors. 

6582.  The  Grand  Jury  of  Wexford  county  appear  to  have  made  representations  to  the 
Government,  in  favour  of  the  new  asylum?— Yes,  but  I believe  the  feeling  is  far  from  being 
unanimous. 

65S3.  Have  the  Grand  Jury,  or  local  authorities  of  Kildare,  ever  made  any  representation 
for  or  against  the  proposed  asylum? — I am  not  aware  that  they  have. 

Patrick  Walter  Redmond , Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6584. 1 believe  you  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum  ? — Yes. 

6585.  You  are  also  a member  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Wexford? — Yes. 

6586.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  to  the  Commissioners,  what  is  the  opinion  of  that  body 
with  reference  to  the  proposition  of  erecting  a new  asylum  in  the  county  of  Wexford? — 1 
have  heard  that  some  of  the  leading  persons  in  that  county  are  in  favour  of  having  an 
asylum  in  Wexford.  It  lias  not  come  under  the  consideration  of  any  Grand  Jury  at  which 
I attended. 

6587.  Has  the  contrary  course  been  advocated  to  any  extent  in  that  comity,  namely,  the 
enlargement  of  the  existing  asylum  at  Carlow? — I am  not  aware  it  has. 

6588.  It  has  been  stated  that  a large  number  of  the  inmates  of  this  asylum,  and  also  of 
the  lunatics  in  gaols  and  workhouses  in  this  district,  belong  to  the  county  Wexford.  From 
your  knowledge  of  Wexford,  would  you  say  lunacy  prevailed  there  to  any  considerable 
extent  ? — I have  heard  that  it  does. 

6589.  It  has  been  urged  that,  although  parts  of  Wexford  may,  at  the  present  moment, 
be  a considerable  distance  from  Carlow,  yet  there  are  railways  in  progress,  which  will  bring 
them  much  nearer  in  point  of  time,  and  facilitate  access  ? — A railway  bill  has  been  passed 
by  Parliament,  but  I fear  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  railway  is  extended  to  Wextord. 

6590.  How  far  do  you  consider  the  completion  of  railway  communication  between  Carlow 
and  Wexford,  would  obviate  the  objection  of  Wexford  proprietors  to  the  Wexford  asylum 
for  lunatics  being  in  the  county  of  Carlow? — I do  not  think  it  would  obviate  their  objections 
to  any  great  degree. 

6591.  Was  there  not  formerly  a small  asylum  at  Wexford  ? — I think  there  was. 

. 6592.  Were  you  present  at  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Spring  Assizes  of  1856,  when  a memo- 
mi  was  adopted  in  favour  of  a separate  asylum  for  the  county  of  Wexford? — I attended 
the  Grand  J ury  this  time  twelvemonths. 

6593.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  adoption  of 
this  memorial? — I am  not  aware;  I cannot  say  whether  I signed  it. 

6594.  It  is  merely  signed  by  the  foreman? — Then  I think  it  is  very  likely  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

6595.  You  are  not  aware  whether  any  county  meeting  has  been  held,  to  consider  this 
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question,  at  which  the  cess-payers  aud  magistrates  assembled? — I am  pretty  sure  there 
was  not. 

6596.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  a workhouse ; 
do  you  consider  it  a suitable  place  for  their  accommodation? — I should  say  an  asylum  would 
be  far  better. 

6597.  Does  that  observation  equally  apply  to  gaols? Certainly. 

6598.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  frequently  as  a Governor  of  this  asylum? 

— No,  this  is  my  first  visit.  The  distance  renders  it  rather  inconvenient  to  come.  I was 
over  the  asylum  to-day  with  Dr.  Corrigan. 

6599.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  which  has  been  given,  as  to  paying  patients  of  Admission  of  paying 
humble  means  being  received  into  the  asylum ; what  would  your  opinion  generally  be,  as  Patients- 

to  the  propriety  of  provision  being  made  by  the  State  for  such  cases  ?— From  what  I have 
heard  to-day,  I should  think  it  very  desirable.  The  only  thing  I wish  to  observe  is,  that  I 
heard  in  the  evidence  to-day,  that  there  have  been  discussions  at  the  Board,  relative  to  the 
enlargement  of  this  establishment,  and  I do  not  know  whether  they  have  been  upon  special 
notice  for  the  purpose. 


John  Hyacinth  N angle,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined.  John  H.  Nangle, ' 

Esq.,  j.p. 

6600.  You  are  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum,  resident  in  the  county 
of  Kildare? — lam. 

6601.  Have  you  been  for  many  yeai*s  Governor? — No,  only  for  the  last  year,  I think. 

6602.  Do  you  frequently  attend  the  Board?— Not  very  frequently.  ‘I  have  attended 
only  four  or  five  times  since  my  appointment. 

6603.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  additional  accommodation  is  requisite  for  the  Necessity  for  addi- 

lunatic  poor  of  the  present  district? — Certainly.  tional  Asylum 

6604.  Have  you  been  present  at  any  of  the  discussions  with  reference  to  the  manner  in 

which  that  additional  accommodation  should  be  provided? — I have  heard  it  spoken  of  in  provided.  ° 8 
this  house  on  Board  days. 

6605.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  an  addition  to  the  present  building  is  preferable 
to  a new  asylum  in  Wexford,  that  county  being  made  a separate  district? — I have  not 
made  up  my  mind  exactly. 

6606.  Has  that  matter  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  The  county  of 
Kildare? — It  has  never  been  brought  officially  before  the  Grand  Jury  to  my  knowledge.  Kildare' 

It  may  have  been  a matter  of  discussion;  it  has  never  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
cess-payers  at  road  sessions.  I think  the  county  at  large  are  very  much  in  the  dark  on  the 
subject. 

6607.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  public  step  having  been  taken  by  the  county  on  the 
subject? — I am  sure  none  has  been  taken. 

6608.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  generally  expressed,  that  workhouses  and  gaols  are  Detention  oflunatics 
not  suitable  places  for  the  detention  of  lunatics  ? — I have  formed  a very  decided  opinion  on  *n  saois  work- 
the  subject,  from  my  being  chairman  of  a union  and  residing  in  another,  the  Edenderry  ouses‘ 

Union ; and  I consider  it  very  wrong  that  they  should  be  detained  in  those  places.  It  is  a 
system  attended  with  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  to  both  parties. 

6609.  Are  the  airangements  of  the  poorhouse  such  as  do  not  admit  of  curative  treat- 
ment being  carried  out? — I should  say  so. 

6610.  Have  you  found  their  presence  in  the  house  to  interfere  materially  with  its  disci- 
pline?— The  Guardians  have  always  expressed  thefnselves  to  that  effect,  and  have  been 
most  unwilling  to  receive  them  on  that  account. 

6611.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Act  under  which  dangerous  luna-  The  Dangerous 
tics  are  committed  to  gaol? — I think  it  a very  necessary  Act,  but  I think  it  would  be  better  Lunatic  Act. 
if  it  was  arranged  that  they  should  be  sent  to  the  asylum  at  once. 

6612.  Considering  the  numbers  at  present  in  tins  asylum,  do  you  think  the  law  could  be 
at  once  altered  so  as  to  authorize  magistrates  to  commit  to  asylums  direct  ? — Certainly  not, 
if  there  is  not  more  room  made. 

6613.  Wliat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  die  State  providing  an  asylum  for  Provision  for 
paying  patients,  who  may  not  be  enabled  to  pay  the  whole  sum  that  is  required  for  their  lunatics  not  absolute 
maintenance,  but  yet  are  not  absolute  paupers? — I think  it  would  be  very  desirable,  but  PauPers> 
certainly  not  while  there  is  want  of  room  for  the  paupers. 

6614.  Do  you  consider  that  paying  patients  should  be  received  at  the  actual  cost,  or  that 
they  might  be  received  for  a proportion  of  the  cost? — I think  that  would  be  a matter  for  a 
great  deal  of  after  consideration.  It  would  be  hard  that  persons  who  would  be  able  to  pay 
only  a portion,  should  be  excluded,  because  they  did  not  pay  the  whole. 

6615.  Would  you  give  a preference  for  admission  to  a pauper  before  a paying  patient? — 

Certainly. 

6616.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  charge-  Chargeability  0f 
ability  of  lunatics ; do  you  consider  that  they  should  be  made  a charge  upon  the  county  lunatics, 
rates,  as  at  present,  or  made  a charge  upon  the  poor  rate,  by  which  arrangement  they  would 

become  chargeable  upon  unions  and  electoral  divisions  ? — It  appears  to  me,  that  the  charge 
should  be  put  upon  the  electoral  divisions  from  which  they  came. 

6617.  In  that  case,  the  repayment  of  advances  would  have  to  be  made  out  of  the  poor 

rate?— Yes. 

6618.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  providing  for  this  repayment? — I should  say  not. 

6619.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  present  law  the  repayment  is  made  by  imperative 
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presentment,  and  there  is  no  such  mode  of  drawing  money  from  a Treasurer  under  the 
Poor  Laws? — That  certainly  may  cause  a difficulty. 

6620.  Do  you  approve  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  acting  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Governors? — I would  say,  that  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  better  if  their  duties  were  con- 
fined  to  inspection,  and  that  the  same  men  who  inspect  should  not  have  the  power  to  vote 
as  Governors  at  the  Board. 

6621.  With  respect  to  your  former  answer  as  to  the  reception  of  paying  patients,  would 
you  give  the  Board  of  Governors  a power  of  recovering  from  the  persons  liable  for  the 
maintenance  of  a lunatic  the  sum  expended,  if  he  were  enabled  to  pay? — Yes;  for  other- 
wise the  arrangement  would  become  a dead  letter. 

William  Duckett,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6622.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  the  Carlow  Asylum  ? — About  three  or  four 
years. 

6623.  You  have  taken  part  in  the  discussions  which  have  occurred  at  the  Board  in  reference 
to  the  provision  of  additional  accommodation? — Yes;  I took  an  active  part. 

6624.  You  concur  in  the  view  which  has  been  expressed  as  to  the  propriety  of  adding  to 
the  present  asylum,  instead  of  detaching  Wexford  from  this  district  and  meeting  the  wishes 
of  the  Grand  Jury  in  that  county  by  erecting  a separate  asylum  ? — Yes. 

6625.  You  consider  that,  on  tlie  whole,  an  economical  arrangement  for  the  district? Yes. 

6626.  Would  you  explain  more  fully  your  calculation  on  the  subject? — The  calculation  we 
went  upon  was  this — that  in  the  first  place,  supposing  Wexford  built  an  asylum  for  itself,  it 
would  be  an  asylum  about  the  same  extent  as  the  one  that  was  built  for  Sligo — we  will  say 
for  250  patients;  and  in  a communication  I had  with  a gentleman  from  the  county  of  Sligo, 
he  told  me  that  asylum  had  cost  them  upwards  of  £30,000.  From  the  returns  which  Dr. 
White,  the  manager  of  this  asylum,  has  received  from  the  various  places  where  lunatics  are 
confined  in  this  district,  such  as  workhouses,  gaols,  bridewells,  Ac.,  we  are  of  opinion  that  all 
the  accommodation  which  can  possibly  be  required  for  the  three  counties,  may  be  had  by 
doubling  the  size  of  this  asylum  according  to  the  sketch  of  a plan  that  is  on  the  table.  I 
have  that  statement  from  a builder  who  is  a perfect  judge  in  those  matters,  and  who  tells 
me  he  will  execute  the  work  for  £10,000.  Half  of  that  £10,000,  we  will  say  in  round 
numbers,  will  he  levied  off  the  county  Wexford,  which  we  calculate  is  as  large  as  the 
counties  of  Kildare  and  Carlow.  Wexford  will,  therefore,  have  to  pay  £5,000;  and  if  that 
county  can  get  accommodation  for  £5,000  for  all  its  lunatic  population,  I do  not  see  how 
they  can  possibly  refuse  what  wc  offer  to  give  them.  We  all  know  that  the  establishment 
charges  of  an  institution  like  this  are  extremely  heavy.  They  are,  as  Mr.  Browne  has  just 
told  us,  something  about  £1,700  a-year,  in  round  numbers.  The  proportion  of  that  charge 
now  paid  by  the  county  Wexford  is  about  £S00  a-year;  but  if  that  county  builds  an  asylum 
for  itself,  they  will  have  to  pay  £1,600  or  £1,700  a-year  for  establishment  charges. 

6627.  Have  you  ascertained  the  cost  of  the  asylum  at  Sligo? — I happened  to  meet  Mr. 
Whelan,  the  resident  magistrate,  down  in  that  quarter  just  as  this  question  was  on  the  tapis 
here,  and  he  told  me  the  Sligo  Asylum  cost  upwards  of  £30,000;  and  I have  been  told  the 
accounts  are  not  all  settled  yet. 

6628.  If  the  asylum  at  Siigo,  which  is  calculated  to  contain  250  patients,  cost  £30,000, 
do  you  think  an  estimate  by  which  you  are  to  have  accommodation  for  200  patients  for 
£10,000,  can  be  relied  upon? — I do;  because  the  man  who  drew  the  plan  told  me  this 
morning,  he  would  engage  to  do  the  work  for  £10,000.  lie  is  a man  who  has  executed 
work  for  me,  and  is  doing  so  at  this  moment,  and  doing  it  in  most  admirable  style,  and 
therefore  I have  every  confidence  in  him  ; and  in  fact,  being  building  all  my  life  myself,  I 
ran  over  in  my  mind  the  cost  of  doubling  this  asvlum,  and  I calculate  it  would  not  be 
more  than  £10,000. 

6629.  Having  now  calculated  the  loss  which  Wexford  would  sustain  by  having  a separate 
building,  will  you  compare  the  gain  to  Carlow  by  her  paving  her  proportion  of  this  £10,000, 
with  the  repayments  you  would  have  to  make  if  the  asylum  was  not  enlarged  ? — r think  the 
proportion  of  the  £10,000  which  the  county  of  Carlow  would  have  to  pay,  would  be  about 
£2,500 ; Kildare  the  same ; Wexford  would  pay  one-half.  Under  the  other  arrangement 
we  would  have  to  pay  about  £3,000,  and  Kildare  about  the  same,  together  with  having 
the  house  far  larger  than  would  be  required  for  the  two  counties. 

6630.  Upon  the  calculation  you  have  given,  the  loss  to  the  counties  of  Kildare  and  Carlow 
would  be  about  £1 ,000,  in  addition  to  the  maintenance  of  a staff  which  you  consider  would 
be  too  large  for  the  number  of  inmates  ?— The  staff,  I take  it  for  the  house,  even  if  Wexford 
was  detached,  could  not  be  diminished  in  any  material  way.  We  could  get  rid  of  some 
keepers  to  an  extent  of  about  £150  a-year,  but  the  main  staff,  the  medical  jiersons,  should 
remain.  I calculate  we  could  not  get  rid  of  more  than  about  £200  a-year. 

6631.  Would  the  withdrawal  of  the  eighty-eight  Wexford  patients  give  you  a larger 
amount  of  accommodation  for  the  unprovided  lunatics  of  Carlow  and  Kildare  than  would 
be  requisite? — -I  think  so.  I think  it  would  give  us  very  near  a third  more  than  we  would 
require,  according  to  the  returns  Dr.  White  has  obtained  of  the  lunatics  that  would  require 
admission  ^om  Parlow  an(d  Kildare,  if  the  Wexford  patients  were  removed. 

6632.  According  to  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  would  appear 
that  m four  unions  in  Kildare  there  are  at  present  sixty-five  lunatics? — I do  not  think  that 
was  in  the  statement  Dr.  White  received  up  to  November  last. 

6633.  It  is  possible  all  those  lunatics  may  not  belong  strictly  to  the  county  Kildare;  con- 
sidering there  would  be  also  twenty  in  the  union  of  Carlow,  it  may  be  presumed  that  no 
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great  margin  of  accommodation  would  remain  over? — If  the  returns  to  which  you  refer  be 
correct  there  would  not,  but  we  bad  a very  different  return  from  Dr.  White.  I do  not 
think  bis  return  showed  there  were  over  thirty. 

6634. 1 do  not  want  to  charge  you  with  all  I have  stated  in  Carlow,  because  Shillelao-h 
is  not  in  the  county? — It  is  not. 

6635.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Governors  of  asylums  are  now 
appointed? — Well,  I think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointments  with  the  Grand 
Juries,  as  the  payments  are  obtained  through  them.  At  present  we  want  one  or  two 
Governors  appointed  here,  and  we  are  waiting  until  the  Grand  Jury  assemble  to  represent 
the  matter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In  winter,  when  there  is  had  weather,  we  find  a diffi- 
culty in  getting  a Board. 

6636.  Would  you  reserve  to  the  Executive  Government,  or  to  any  central  authority,  the 
power  of  naming  any  Governors?— -I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should'’ have 
die  power,  if  they  wished  to  possess  it. 

6637.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  state  of  die  law  with  reference  to  the 
chargeability  of  lunatics,  whether  would  you  have  it  upon  the  rates  or  the  county  cess  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  desirable  they  should  be  paid  for  as  the  paupers  in  the  workhouses  are. 

6638.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  making  them  chargeable  upon  the  several  electoral 
divisions  or  upon  the  union  at  large  ? — I would  have  them  on  the  same  principle  as  they 
are  in  the  workhouses. 

6639.  Electoral  divisions  are  to  a certain  extent  made  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  paupers,  because  it  is  presumed  that  they  might  afford  employment  for  them,  so  as 
not  to  throw  them  upon  the  rates  ? — Yes. 

6640.  Does  a lunatic  stand  in  the  same  position  with  reference  to  an  electoral  division  as 
the  ordinary  pauper? — I do  not  know  that  he  does  at  present,  hut  I think  he  ought. 

6641.  Can  an  electoral  division  he  supposed  to  he  enabled  to  provide  for  lunatic  paupers 
in  the  same  way  as  for  ordinary  paupers,  by  giving  them  employment? — I think  the 
electoral  division  should  he  charged  with  the  lunatic  paupers  belonging  to  it,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  paupers,  for  they  will  come  as  such  to  the  asylum. 

6642.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  provision  being  made  for  patients  who  are 
not  absolute  paupers  ? — I think  there  should  he  a place  for  them,  they  paying  a sum  equal 
to  the  cost  of  maintenance  to  the  asylum  of  a lunatic  pauper. 

6643.  Do  you  consider  that  any  provision  should  be  made  in  the  law,  by  which,  if  it 
was  found  there  were  persons  liable  and  able  to  pay  for  pauper  lunatics,  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  should  have  the  power  to  recover  the  cost  from  them? — Yes. 

6644.  Do  you  think  the  amount  of  the  payment  to  be  made  by  a patient,  should  he  an 
invariable  sum,  namely,  the  cost  of  maintenance,  or  that  it  should  be  a sum  to  be  regulated 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  ? — It  should  be  whatever  the  rate  per  annum  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  patient  is;  it  sometimes  varies  here  from  £16  to  £18,  according  to  the  rate 
of  provisions. 

6645.  What  would  you  do  in  the  case  of  a person  who  could  pay  £10  a-year  ? — It  is 
difficult  to  say ; I would  admit  that  man  as  a pauper. 

6646.  What  is  your  opinion  as  t.o  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board? — I think 
it  would  be  more  desirable  if  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  were  like  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
at  unions — that  they  should  be  at  liberty  to  bring  matters  before  the  Board  and  give 
suggestions.  I am  not  quite  certain  whether  the  Inspectors-General  of  Prisons  are  ex 
officio  members  of  the  Board ; I do  not  think  they  are. 

6647.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  workhouses  being  proper  places  of  detention  for 
lunatics  ? — I think  they  are  most  improper  places  for  them. 

6648.  What  arrangements  are  generally  made  in  a workhouse  for  the  particular  care  of 
lunatics? — There  is  an  idiot  ward,  and  I rather  think  they  are  crowded  there.  The 
dangerous  lunatics,  I think,  are  disposed  of  by  being  committed  to  gaol. 

6649.  Are  you  aware  whether  restraint  is  used  in  the  workhouses  in  the  case  of  violent 
lunatics  ? — I have  not  heard  of  any  cases  of  the  kind. 

6650.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  persons  in  immediate  charge  of  the  lunatics  in  work- 
houses  are  paupers  or  paid  servants  ? — I am  not  aware. 

6651.  Would  you  he  surprised  to  hear  that  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  idiot  hoys  in 
the  Carlow  worlthouse  had  a whip  for  their  correction  ? — I never  heard  of  it.  I would 
say  it  is  wrong. 

6652.  With  whom  do  you  think  the  nomination  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum 
ought  to  rest,  namely,  the  resident  physician  or  manager,  and  the  visiting  physician,  and 
storekeeper? — I think  it  should  rest  altogether  with  the  Governors  of  the  institution,  subject 
to  the  sanction  or  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  like  the  officers  appointed  in  workhouses 
under  the  approval  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

6653.  Would  you  give  the  Board  the  power  of  removing,  under  a like  control? — Of 
course;  there  being  an  investigation,  and  the  Inspectors  getting  notice  and  attending 
at  the  investigation.  Under  uiese  circumstances  I would  leave  that  power  with  the 
Governors. 


Robert  Cassidy,  Esq.,  J.P.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6654.  You  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — Yes,  since  1840. 

6655.  Do  you  frequently  attend  meetings  of  the  Board? — Of  late  I attend  as  regularly 
83  possible — eight  meetings  out  of  twelve  in  the  year. 
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6656.  Have  you  attended  at  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place  with  reference  * 
providing  of  additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  district''— On  all 
sions  when  the  question  was  discussed  I attended.  ' 11  occa' 

, 6,657.  What  are  your  views  upon  that  subject?— I think,  with  the  concurrence  of  tl 

medical  men,  that  tile  provision  for  lunatics  is  ample  in  the  present  establishment  if  tl 
incurables,  or  persons  who  do  not  require  medical  treatment,  were  separated  from  tile  oth™ 

' Olle-lialf  ot  the  present  inmates  are  deemed  to  he  incurable,  and  to  be  persons  who  do  t 
. require  medical  treatment  for  their  lunacy;  and  from  all  that  I have  been  able  to  learn  “ 
the  subject,  there  are  many  incurable  cases  that  could  be  safely  kept  in  another  esmhli.T 
ment  at  a much  cheaper  rate,  and  it  would  he  very  desirable  if  that  was  done  Whom' 
there  are  so  many  establishments  vacant,  such  as  tile  poorhouses,  this  could  he  accomnlkhed 
In  such  pool-houses  as  those  of  Bdenderry  and  Roscrea  there  is  accommodation  to  St 
times  the  extent  that  is  required.  lve 

6658.  Are  any  of  the  poorhouses  within  the  district  vacant? — No. 

6659.  In  case  of  a separate  establishment  being  formed,  at  a distance,  for  those  incurahk 

cases,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the  economy  in  reference  to  the  staff-’ That  was  vp™ 

much  discussed  in  the  Lords1  Report  of  1843.  ' It  is  much  hotter  understood,  and  will  S 
“J  explained  by  medical  men,  who  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  subject. 

lam  Aie  y°U  Satls(ied  y°urself  tliere  woul(1  be  great  economy  in  such  an  establishment? 

6661.  Do  you  consider  the  removal  of  113  incurables  at  present  in  this  asylum  would 
obviate  any  necessity  for  an  enlargement  of  the  asylum  fora  considerable  period  ?— That 
is  my  impression;  and  I have  made  inquiries  into  the  state  of  Wexford,  and  the  probability 
or  lunatics  coming  from  that  county.  J 

i o?6,62-  ^re  ?"ou  aw,a,re  tbat  tbe  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Governors  states  that  tliere  are 
131  lunatics  m workhouses  and  gaols  requiring  accommodation? — lam  aware  there  is  a 
CeSpV^m^eii’ibut  wliet]„iel’  they  are  curable  or  incurable  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
. bbb'?'  iwbabiy  some  of  those  cases  might  be  sent  to  an  incurable  establishment?— That- 
is  my  impression.  ' 


wSP03ing.  ian  incura1?k  asy)um  t0  be.  erected  at  a distance  from  tlie  existing 

17  w — : controlling  or  governing  body? — A body  perfectly 

tills  asvlnm.  ‘ J 


asylum,  whom  would  you  appoint  as  the  controlling 
distinct  from  those  who  have  charge  of  this  asylum. 

Tb.'i  y,°Uu  y01t  b»4y  appointed  as  the  present  Board  of  Governors  are? 

andmanaglmSt  Sl““1  ^ Present  B°”d  of  Governors,  with  a separate  staff 

h'c.uraHe  i-atitntioi,  established  at  or  near'  Bdenderry,  or  some 
Ev  that  tbeB  “ w rC,"“y  ‘°  Cl‘  y°n  ImTC  refeTedl  d°  »°™dcr  it  woxild  be 
wSorT  w^W^tf  ?°V“'DOrS  tl,al  a‘,l’res<il“  fiils  *°  »eeie  an  attendance  from 
-I  ™ Wy.j’rfCm'e  “ “todBice  of  Carlow  Governors  at  that  distance? 

LjS  “‘“S'"1  ‘i?4  Governors ,™U  1101  a“™d  “t  inconvenience  to  themselves, 

interest  Go  Jr  hl”k  “ ‘a  e'7  tllot1sucI?  a,n  institution  as  an  asylum  for  incurables  would 

aS  an  .UosPil‘U  *0  anrative  treltment  of  the  ii,sane?-I 
fifS-R  n M 3°’“V,,tel'est  lf  ‘W  deemed  the  inmates  incurable, 

r y°U  th“dt,tllnt  "rant  interest  would  lead  to  non-attendanee  ?— Yes. 
be  m-ovirw5  b’S  ,we  •far  a n'om?nt  “““deration  that  additional  accommodation  may 
ras£  tWthJ  °torg  >’oss.esslo“ of  the  workhouses,  would  you  prefer  in  aft 
Svlnmi?  tf  t ^ £r  ““os  Solid  be  on  the  same  grounds  as  the  enisling 
S attended  with  additional  outlay  it  would  to  very  desirable, 

considered  ? °r  JSmy  tvorkhouses,  to  which  you  have  referred,  been  seriously 

S3 *: tas  d,sto°t,%ut  it  has  been  very  seriously  considered  in  the  unions 

01  -Donagmtore,  m the  Queen’s  Comity,  and  in  Borrisokane. 

It-  eveir  under  the  consideration  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners? 

AtDomcrhmmv*  it  ,g  under  their  notice,  hut  I am  not  aware  that  they  reported  on  it. 
the  rnunm  trnn<m  itt  1 F+ unc^el"  ,11()t‘ce  b‘om  a wish  to  relieve  the  union,  and  to  have 
wor]C«p  ro!?r  tt?d  ,1Tr  workhouse,  which  was  the  case  before  the  Donaghmore 
themselves  of  ft/panpL!™6™7’  4116  Do“aShmM'e  Guardians  wished  to  have  the  control 

ha6wlt  IT?4  13  °pini™  aS|4?  4t\mode  °f  appointing  Governors?— I think  it  would 
LieJraJ?  itaije  them  nominated  by  tile  local  authorities;  and  approved  of  by  the  Lord 
eflTm,  f.  “ 111  “?“?  40  *»•  s,ome  location  of  cesspayer  or  ratepayer, 
at  laro-p"?  T tMrJ°+h  0Pmi0n  as  to  tbe  Present  chargeability  of  lunatics  upon  the  county 
r L k the  Prbsent  system  ought  to  be  altered, 
thev  should  le,sPect^  d think,  instead  of  their  being 'a  charge  on  the  county  rates 

2 „ d ie  a char?e  "P01J  several  divisions  to  which  they  belong,  and  should  he 

paid  for  as  paupers  are  m the  poorhouses.  b 

h2!'5t  , bei?g  mad8,°ut  Consolidated  Bund  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

SS  r “ ra  asy]™si>»w  wotdd  you  provide  for  the  repayment  of  the  advances  by  the 
Rfi  ™ w 7 ,}e  ratS  Ie™d  “ at  Preseat  b.y  different  uniins. 
nf  tlia  r*n  ° ^°U  ®on*:en:lpia*;e  the  collection  of  two  separate  rates — one  for  the  payment 

comprise  boeth!men  advances>  and  one  for  ordiuaiT  Poor  Law  purposes  ?_No,  one  rate  to 

von ^f/vr5ritlr+^nSWer  bas  reference  to  the  levying  and  collecting  of  the  rate;  but  would 
summary  mannef  recf7ery  op  a due  to  the  Government  from  that  rate  in  some  such 
umraary  manner  as  the  rate-in-aid  was?— The  rate-in-aid  is  a bad  precedent  I allow. 
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6678.  What  other  effective  power  do  you  think  should  be  given  ?— An  Act  of  Parliament 
is  very  omnipotent.  There  must  be  a change  in  the  Act  regulating  the  repayment  and  the 
applotment. 

6679.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Boards  of  Gover- 

nors?—I am  quite  satisfied  that  without  the  Inspectors  we  would  very  often  fail  in  having 
monthly  Boards  both  here  and  in  Maryborough.  ° 

6680.  Do  you  think  the  appointment,  as  Governors,  of  Inspectors  that  are  to  examine 
and  inspect  the  institution  in  all  its  details,  and  call  the  attention  of  the  Boards  of  Gover- 
nors to  irregularities,  is  preferable  to  the  want  of  a sufficient  number  of  Governors?— I 
think  it  is  very  useful  to  have  the  attendance  of  the  Inspectors,  and  if  possible  no  Board 
of  Governors  should  be  without  an  Inspector  at  a monthly  meeting. 

(>681 . Would  you  be  content  with  the  attendance  of  Inspectors  in  the  same  manner  as 
Poor  Law  Inspectors  at  Boards  of  Guardians?— I think  that  would  be  a very  great  improve- 
ment; they  have  often  to  vote  where  there  is  very  great  unpleasantness. 

6682.  By  whom  do  you  consider  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylums  should  be  appointed? 
—They  should  be  nominated  in  the  respective  localities,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Go- 
vernment or  some  central  authority. 

6683.  And  with  respect  to  the'  removal  of  those  officers? — They  should  be  removed  by 
the  Governors  for  incapacity  or  misconduct,  subject  to  such  a control  as  is  exercised  in  the 
Poor  Law  office. 

6684.  Is  the  situation  of  this  asylum  at  Carlow  favourable  for  obtaining  supplies  of  the 
articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  establishment? — Yes,  we  find  it  very  well  supplied  with 
the  articles  required. 

6685.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  arrangement  by  which  a control  is  exercised  by  the 
Privy  Council  over  the  contracts  and  arrangements  of  the  Board  ? — I think  it  absolutely 
necessary  and  desirable. 

6686.  What  advantages  have  you  known  yourself  to  arise  from  it?— I have  known  that 
since  the  establishment  of  another  asylum,  with  which  I am  connected,  a different  class  of 
contractors  have  come  in  altogether.  Persons  imagine  that  they  do  not  get  fair  play  when 
the  decision  in  such  matters  is  left  to  the  local  Board. 

6687.  Do  you  find  that  as  regards  county  prisons  the  contractors  are  under  the  impression 
they  do  not  get  fair  play  from  the  Boards  of  Superintendence? — Many  of  them  think  that 
there  is  favouritism,  but  I think  that  in  that  they  are  mistaken.  People  do  get  into  the  habit 
of  supporting  particular  persons,  and  others  do  not  interfere  with  them. 

6688.  Do  you  think  the  same  feeling  with  reference  to  Boards  of  Governors  of  Asylums 
would  be  equally  unfounded? — I am  not  so  sure  of  that. 

6089.  Would  there  be  any  reason  why  one  Board  should  act  differently  from  another? — 
I know  they  have  done  so. 

6690.  Have  the  Privy  Council  ever  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Governors  with 
respect  to  the  acceptance  of  a tender  ? — I think  they  might  have  done  so,  hut  I am  not 
quite  sure ; the  date  of  the  transaction  is  not  exactly  on  iny  mind.  I know  contracts  have 
been  delayed. 

6691.  Has  any  inconvenience  arisen  from  the  detention  of  the  contracts  in  Dublin  pre- 
viously to  their  approval  ? — I have  never  known  any. 

6692.  Is  there  any  thing  yon  would  wish  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  with  reference  to 
the  subject  of  their  inquiry  generally? — I would  state  particularly  the  necessity  of  some 
controlling  power  to  carry  out  proposed  improvements  in  the  asylum.  There  were  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  liis  visit  to  the  establishment  in  1855 , and  the  necessity 
for  the  change  he  proposed  has  been  evident.  The  medical  gentlemen  of  the  establishment 
have  also  suggested  improvements.  The  means  for  giving  baths,  and  for  washing  are  most 
insufficient.  Nothing  can  he  more  defective  than  the  chapel  accommodation  in  this  asylum. 

I am  aware  the  Commissioners  have  the  benefit  of  the  bishop’s  opinions  on  the  subject,  and 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  refer  to  them.  Those  have  been  agreed  to  by  the 
Governors,  and  still  no  progress  is  made  in  carrying  them  out. 

6693.  What  controlling  power  would  you  suggest? — When  the  Governors  agree  to  do 
certain  things  they  ought  to  be  able  to  carry  them  out  in  some  shape  or  other.  How  those 
things  should  be  done,  I am  not  prepared  to  sav.  I would  be  very  sorry  to  give  tbe  power 
to  the  Board  of  Works. 

6694.  Do  you  mean  such  a controlling  power  as  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  exercise? 

1 think  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary. 

Thomas  O'Meara , Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

S695.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  this  asylum  and  in  what  capacity  ? — 
v isiting  physician,  seven  years  on  the  29th  of  last  September. 

6696.  Have  any  particular  arrangements  been  entered  into  between  you  and  Dr.  White 
as  to  your  respective  medical  duties  in  this  establishment? — No  formal  arrangement  has 
been  entered  into  between  us.  When  I became  visiting  physician,  I commenced  to  act 
towards  Dr.  White  as  if  I had  met  him  in  private  practice  going  round  the  wards.  The 
medical  treatment  of  the  patients  falls  to  me.  Dr.  White  generally  goes  round  with  me 
whenever  I see  any  necessity  to  consult  him. 

. 6697.  Perfect  harmony  therefore  exists  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  which  the  law 
imposes  upon  you,  but  which  by  this  arrangement  you  share? — Yes,  he  participates  in  them 
so  far;  however  the  duty  of  attending  the  patients  falls  almost  exclusively  upon  me. 

6698.  But  as  die  existing  regulations  stand  no  medical  duties  are  assigned  to  Dr.  White  ? — 
■Not  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  sanctioned  by  the  Privy  Council. 

2 N 
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6699.  Do  you  tliink  it  would  be  satisfactory  if  some  distinct  duties  were  prescribed  f • 

each  ? — I do.  I think  an  alteration  of  the  rules  essential.  or 

6700.  What  alteration  would  you  propose? — I made  suggestions  to  the  Inspectors 
General  with  regard  to  alterations  in  the  rides  some  two  or  three  years  nn-o.  I could  1 
my  hand  upon  a copy  of  those  suggestions.  They  are  rather  voluminous however  I niav 
state  briefly  that  I suggested  the  resident  physician  should  take  a part  in  the  treatment  of 
the  patients  with  the  visiting  physician  of  the  institution.  The  rules  should  he  so  altered  as 
to  give  him  the  status  of  resident  physician. 

6701.  What  would  you  propose  as  to  the  duties  and  position  of  the  visiting  physician? 
— On  the  occasion  of  the  former  visit  of  the  Commissioners  here,  I was  asked  as  to  the  utility 
of  a visiting  physician.  I drew  up  a letter  with  reference  to  that  subject,  which  I intended 
to  send  to  the  Commissioners,  hut  finding  the  Commissioners  were  likely  to  come  down  here 
I kept  it,  and  I present  it  to  you  now.  The  two  questions  are  stated  in  it  that  with  regard 
to  the  necessity  and  the  utility  of  the  visiting  physician,  and  next  the  status  of  the  medical 
man  in  the  institution. 

Statement  as  to  the  “ When  the  members  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission  visited  the  Carlow  Asylum  in  the 
necessity  for  Visiting  month  of  November  (56),  I was  requested  to  state  my  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  appointin'*  visitin'* 
rnysicmns.  physicians  to  the  Irish  District  Asylums.  The  substance  of  the  observations  which  I then  made 

I am  anxious  to  place  before  the  Commissioners  in  a written  form,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  statement : — 

“ The  experience  of  several  years  has  made  it  manifest  that  the  general  management  of  lunatic 
asylums  should  he  under  the  control  of  duly  qualified  physicians,  and  the  questions  for  consideration 
are  as  to  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  appointing,  hereafter,  visiting  physicians  to  those  institutions, 
and  also  what  rules  shall  govern  the  medical  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  the  patients 
and  in  their  official  relation  towards  each  other. 

“ If  lunatic  asylums  are  to  he  considered  henceforward  merely  as  places  of  detention  for  the  insane 
— if  the  disease  he  placed  beyond  the  pale  of  relief  from  medical  treatment,  and  the  patients  classed 
universally  as  incurable,  then,  indeed,  it  may  at  once  he  conceded  that  resident  physicians 
are  amply  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  those  institutions,  and  that  visiting  physicians  are  totally 
unnecessary.  But  as  the  principal  object  of  the  District  Asylums  of  Ireland  is  the  extension  of  our 
knowledge  of  insanity,  of  the  remote  and  proximate  causes  of  its  development,  and  its  co-relation 
with  other  diseases  and  conditions  of  the  constitution,  so  as  to  lead  inductively  to  the  rational  and 
successful  treatment  of  the  disease,  and  to  the  means  whereby  its  further  increase  may  he  prevented,  it 
will  become  obvious  on  due  consideration  that  the  services  of  the  visiting  physician  arc  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  those  institutions,  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with  cither  on  principles  of  humanity 
or  economy. 

“ Y^hen  the  managers  of  the  Irish  District  Asylums  were  non-medical  persons,  their  duties  were 
found  amply  sufficient  to  occupy  then-  entire  time.  All  the  duties  fulfilled  by  the  former  managers 
now  devolve  upon  the  resident  physicians.  Under  the  present  rules  the  office  of  visiting  physician 
is  by  no  means  a sinecure.  Without  going  into  details,  let  it  be  sufficient  to  state  that  the  duties 
are  both  onerous  and  important;  and  if  they  were  thrown  entirely  upon  the  resident  physician,  in 
addition  to  his  duties  as  superintendent,  either  the  one  series  or  the  other  must  be  neglected  or 
imperfectly  performed.  Moreover,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  resident  physician  hereafter, 
nearly  all  his  duties  will  necessarily  devolve  upon  the  visiting  physician. 

“ Totally  precluded  as  the  resident  physicians  must  be  from  the  general  practice  of  their  profession, 
their  views  of  almost  the  only  disease  that  will  come  under  their  consideration  must  become  narrow 
and  contracted,  and  the  medical  treatment  of  insanity  will  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  lapse  into 
a system  of  indolent  routine.  This  statement  will  be  still  further  strengthened  by  a consideration 
of  how  frequently  insanity  is  either  connected  with  or  dependent  upon  a generally  diseased  condition 
ot  the  constitution,  manifesting  itself  to  the  physician  in  general  practice,  in  many  other  forms  and 
varieties  of  disease,  and  combated  in  these  forms  by  remedies  that  are  subsequently  found  most 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  insanity.  The  elucidation  of  this  deplorable  malady,  by  information  drawn 
from  sources,  apparently  so  extrinsic,  will  at  once  be  prevented  if  we  establish  another  specialty,  and 
.restrict  the  practice  of  the  physician  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a lunatic  asylum : so  far,  an  effectual 
barrier 'Will  be  placed  to  the  advancement  of  psychological  medicine. 

" *S  "?.nfesS£U7to  remark  upon  the  impolicy  of  cutting  off  every  physician  outside  the  walls  of 
these  establishments  from  a practical  knowledge  of  insanity.  But  few  years  have  elapsed,  compara- 
tively, since  this  disease  became  recognized  as  belonging  exclusively  to  the  domain  of  medicine,  and 
great  indeed  have  been  the  improvements  in  the  medical  and  moral  treatment  of  insanity  since  the 
days  ot  rmel  to  those  of  CharleswOTth ; any  step  that  would  convert  the  disease  into  a specialty 
would  also  tend  to  withdraw  it  again  from  the  observation  of  physicians  practising  generally,  and 
to  re-establish  so  far  as  the  altered  feeling  of  the  public  and  the  profession  would  permit,  the  old 
and  exploded  condition  of  affairs. 

“ There  is  one  duty  now  fulfilled  by  the  visiting  physician  which  could  only  be  performed  by  a 
person  unconnected  with  the  general  management  of  the  establishment,  namely,  that  of  local  super- 
vision.  lhrice  weekly  he  reports  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  institution.  These  records  arc 
kept  tor  the  information  of  the  Governors,  and  are  ready  for  their  inspection  at  each  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Board. 

‘‘The  appointment  of  consulting  in  lien  of  visiting  physicians  would  by  no  means  compensate 
lor  the  many  disadvantages  that  would  arise  from  such  an  alteration.  If  the  consulting  physician 
was  called  to  attend  at  such  times  as  the  resident  physician  might  deem  his  services  necessary,  it 
would  afford  an  opportunity  for  many  and  obvious  abuses,  and  even  if  such  an  officer  were  appointed 
ny  the  Executive  Government  at  a fixed  salary,  many  objections  would  still  remain,  and  several  of 

6 e801^S  remarks  would  apply  to  this  arrangement.  His  opportunities  of  observing  the  disease 

would  also  be  comparatively  rare,  and  his  advice  when  called  upon  to  attend,  would  consequently  be 
■ much  less  valuable  than  if  he  were  a regular  and  frequent  attendant  upon  the  institution.” 

6702.  -The  second  question  proposed  in  the  first  part  of  the  documentis  not  referred  to,  namely, 
what  rules  shall  govern  the  medical  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  tn  the  patients,  and 
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in  their  official  relations  towards  each  other?— That  resolves  itself  in  one  question,  is  it  cahlo 

necessary  that  one  of  them  should  be  a person  whose  word  should  be  law,  in  case  a difference  . ’ 

arose  between  them.  The  question  has  not  arisen  in  practice  within  my  experience  here Carlow  District 

such  a difference  as  amicable  discussion  would  not  remove  has  not  arisen  between  us  • but  - Asylwn- 
yet  the  question  remains  for  solution,  and  I think  it  needs  an  answer.  I have  thought’ over  °MMeara’ 

it  several  times,  and  two  plans  have  occurred  to  me,  one  is— that  the  senior  practitioner  in  Rules  J'lh 
insanity,  should  be  the  individual  whose  direction  should  be  followed  in  case  a difference  mentof  the  JedicS* 
arose,  that  is  the  one  whose  connexion  with  the  lunatic  asylum  was  longest.  The  other  plan  office.rs;  their 
was,  that  the  resident  physician  should  have  the  authority  in  cases  of  Insanity,  and  that  the  relativc  poaitions- 
visiting  physician  should  exercise  a similar  power  in  general  disease ; but  if'  an  irreconcil- 
able difference  arose  in  either  case,  I would  give  a right  of  appeal  to  the  Inspectors-General 

6703.  Do  you  mean  a right  of  appeal  on  the  question  of  practice  ?— Yes,  that  question  of 
practice  might  involve  a principle. 

6704.  Do  you  consider  that  could  be  practically  carried  out  and  the  treatment  of  a case 
that  might  be  urgent  left  to  abide  the  result  of  a correspondence  with  the  Inspectors-Gene- 
ral?—I do  not  mean  that  a particular  case  should  await  the  result  of  a correspondence  but 
that  all  individual  cases  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  dictum  of  one  or  the  other, 
and  that  if  any  principle  arose,  or  was  involved,  that  might  extend  to  other  cases,  a rieffit  of 
appeal  should  then  exist. 

6705.  How  would  that  appeal  to  persons  not  themselves  necessarily  of  the  highest  medical 
authority  be  regarded  generally  by  the  profession  ?— The  question  itself  with  regard  to  dif- 
ference of  opinion  would  scarcely  ever  arise;  but  still  the  question  of  principle  might  arise, 
and  that  would  require  some  such  decision. 

6706.  Your  proposition  is,  that  it  should  go  by  seniority ; not  of  seniority  in  the  profession, 
but  in  point  of  connexion  with  the  asylum? — Yes. 

6707.  Do  you  think  that  the  existence  of  such  a rule  of  seniority  would  prevent,  practically, 
any  difference  taking  place? — Practically,  I do  not  think  a difference  woidd  take  place  at  all,' 
or  very  rarely ; but  yet  the  question  requires  solution. 

_ 6708.  In  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred  of  a similar  power  being  exercised  by  the 
visiting  physician  in  general  disease,  would  you  consider  him  to  be  the  senior  there,  although 
he  might  not  be  such  in  practice  ? — Decidedly. 

6709.  You  have  stated  also  tliat  you  consider  many  difficulties  would  arise  if  there  were  a ConsidtingPliysician 
mere  consulting  physician  attending  to  the  asylum  along  with  the  resident  physician : will 

you  explain  more  fully  what  difficulties  you  contemplate  as  likely  to  arise? — The  arrange- 
ment of  having  a consulting  physician,  if  appointed  with  a salary,  is  not  liable  to  the  obvious 
abuses  I referred  to,  but  his  opinion  would  be  less  valuable  as  I have  stated ; and  the  same 
objection  that  exists  against  confiding  the  management  of  the  lunatic  asydum  exclusively  to 
the  resident  physician  would  apply,  to  a certain  extent,  to  confiding  it  to"  the  resident  physi- 
cian, with  a power  of  calling  in  a consulting  physician  occasionally.  The  objection  exists 
certainly  in  the  latter  case  to  a less  extent  than  in  the  other. 

6710.  The  objection  against  confiding  the  general  medical  treatment  to  the  resident 
physician  is,  that  his  practice  is  confined  to  the  mere  treatment  of  insanity.  Would  that 
objection  at  all  apply  to  an  arrangement  by  which  the  services  of  a person  in  "general  practice 
would  be  secured  ? — It  was  stated  here  this  morning  that  the  diagnosis  of  disease  with  luna- 
tic is  veiy  difficult.  We  are  obliged  to  depend  in  a great  measure  on  the  physical  signs  of 
disease  more  than  the  symptoms  they  complain  of.  They  will  not  complain.  Unless  a 
man’s  ear  is  educated  and  in  constant  and  extensive  practice,  and  his  hand  also  educated,  he 
will  not  have  the  facility  that  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  him  to  detect  disease  under 
such  unfavourable  circumstances.  This  is  a very  strong  objection  to  confiding  the  care  of 
lunatics  exclusively  to  the  resident  physician.  If  the  lunatics  were  confided-  to  the  care  of 
the  resident  physician,  giving  him  the  power  of  calling  in  a consulting  physician  occasionally, 
file  treatment  of  the  patients  would  be  left  in  a great  measure  to  the  resident  physician. 

The  consulting  physician  would,  of  course,  he  called  in  occasionally  when  danger  would  be 
evident  and  manifest ; but  when  danger  would  be  evident  and  manifest  would  not  he  the 
time  to  call  in  a consulting  physician ; it  is  rather  before  that  he  should  be  called  in.  The 
attendance  of  a visiting  physician,  constantly  going  round  and  examining  the  patients,  is 
essential  for  their  maintenance  in  a state  of  health,  and  also  for  the  detection  of  disease. 

. °711.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  an  infirmary  attached  to  this  institu-  Necessity  for  an  in- 
ti011 ?— Absolutely  necessary.  I have  reported  over  and  over  again  as  to  the  necessity  of  p 'mary. 
providing  an  infirmary  for  this  institution. 

6712.  A case  was  referred  to  in  the  evidence  of  Dr.  White,  which  was  seen  by  one  of  the  Ill-treatment  of  a 
Commissioners  this  morning:  have  you  any  statement  you  would  wish  to  make  with  refe-  patient;  the  keeper, 
rence  to  that  case? — I feel  it  hard,  of  course,  to  speak  harshly  of  a keeper  who  is  depending 
upon  his  situation  altogether  for  his  bread,  but  yet  the  abuse  is  so  manifest  that  it  requires 
some,  notice.  I have  over  and  over  again  found  it  necessary  to  report  tiffs  keeper  for  the 
condition  of  his  wards.  I have  recorded  reports  which  I made  respecting  him,  and  which 
tiad  the  effect  of  causing  improvements  for  a considerable  time;  and  for  a long  time  I have 
not  seen  the  place  so  had  as  it  was  to-day.  Further  on  in  my  hook  I have  statements  showing 
that  there  was  an  improvement,  but  I find  he  has  relapsed  again. 

, ”713.  Do  you  consider  it  proper  that  instruments  of  restraint  should  be  left  in  the  custody  instruments  of 
j ■ keepers  ? — I consider  it  highly  improper ; and  I am  aware  that  Dr.  White  has  repeat-  restraint. 

^Tdedred  the  nurses  and  keepers  to  return  the  instruments  of  restraint  to  the  office,  and 
hot  keep  them.  I have  suggested  to  him  myself  to  caution  them,  and  I have  heard  him 

■ 6714.  .Have  your  instructions 'been  attended  to  in  the  asylum  ? — They  have  not.  To'  some 
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extent,  in  cases  of  that  kind,  I do  not  confine  myself  completely  to  the  rules  and  regulation 
of  the  Privy  Council.  The  instruments  of  restraint,  so  far  as  the  rules  and  regulations  are 
concerned,  do  not  come  exactly  within  my  province.  It  is  my  duty  to  see  that  restraint  does 
no  injury  to  the  patients.  s 

6715.  Are  you  aware  whether  this  keeper  was  punished  on  anv  of  those  occasions  on  which 
you  called  attention  to  his  conduct?— He  was  fined,  or  rather  his  premium  was  stopped  bv 
the  Board.  Those  who  are  recommended  by  Dr.  White  for  premiums  at  the  end  of  the  year 
get  £1  if  they  conduct  themselves  properly.  When  the  time  came  fur  giving  the  premiums 
Dr  White  did  not  consider  that  this  man  was  deserving  of  it,  and  the  Board  did  not  mvc  it 
to  him.  I believe  these  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 

671G.  Are  yon  satisfied  with  the  means  of  occupation  and  amusement  afforded  to  the 
patients? — Not  at  all. 

6717.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  books  provided  for  their  use?— 
They  have  no  books.  I would  he  strongly  in  favour  of  a school.  I have  spoken  of  it  before. 
I endeavoured  to  get  them  to  teach  each  other,  or  to  get  the  warders  to  teach  them.  I think 
it  would  be  of  great  importance  and  great  advantage,  in  a curative  point  of  view.  It  would 
be  troublesome  and  difficult;  but  still  I think  it  could  he  carried  out,  and  would  not  be 
expensive.  I have  endeavoured  to  procure  a hall-court  for  them ; however,  the  alterations 
which  arc  under  consideration  prevented  the  matter  being  pressed. 

6718.  Would  not  the  provision  of  suitable  means  for  the  amusement  and  occupation  of  the 
patients  materially  facilitate  their  cure?— Yes,  much  facilitate  it;  occupation  is  one  of  the 
best  curative  means  we  have. 

6719.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  ministration  of  elercrymen  for 
lunatic  patients? — I think  it  is  most  useful.  I have  attended  hero  at  Divine  worship  fre- 
quently; I observe  the  patients,  and  they  are  most  orderly.  The  system  is  attended  with 
good  effect.  If  a patient  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  going  to  Divine  worship,  lie  com- 
plains  of  it.  It  forms  a period  in  their  existence  here,  and'  they  look  forward  to  it,  and  are 
glad  of  it^  and  I have  never  found  it  do  them  any  injury. 

6720.  Suppose  a case  to  arise  where  you  might  consider  it  desirable  that  a patient  should 
not  be  addressed  on  the  subject  of  religion,  lest  it  might  lead  to  excitement  of  mind,  what 
course  would  you  pursue  ? — I would  prevent  the  communication.  The  safety  of  the  patient 
is  the  first  law  with  me. 

6721.  Have  any  cases  arisen  where  you  found  it  necessary  to  interfere? — None;  nor  do  I 
think  it  ever  would  arise  practically  at  all.  As  far  as  my  experience  enables  me  to  form  an 
opinion,  I am  sure  any  suggestion  the  medical  man  would  give  to  any  of  the  clergymen 
visiting  here  they  would  attend  to  most  willingly. 

6722.  What  effect  do  you  think  would  result  from  giving  the  patients  general  access  to  a 
place  ot  worship  during  the  day?— I would  not  wish  it.  You  would  have  some  of  the 
patients  constantly  m the  place  of  worship  if  you  permitted  it. 

6723.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  dietary  of  the  institution  ?— The  dietary  for  insane 
patients,  it  we  expect  to  cure  them,  must  he  nutritious— rather  an  expensive  dietary.  It  has 
Deen  our  object  since  we  came  here  to  give  them  a more  nutritious  dietary  than  they  had 
-I- became  visituig  physician.  The  dietary  lias  been  greatly  improved  since  then',  and, 
i think,  with  great  advantage.  The  Board  give  a discretionary  power  with  regard  to  the 
regulation  ot  diet  for  those  patients  for  whom  we  deem  an  improved  diet  necessary,  with  a 
clue  regard,  ot  course,  to  economy  on  our  part.  We  give  an  increased  dietary  to  the  patients 

deem  rt  necessary,  and  the  Boavd  have  made  no  objection.  ‘ 

« 7-4.  Do  you  consider  the  airing  courts  of  the  asylum,  as  they  at  present  exist,  suitable 
lor  the  inmates?— I do  not;  they  are  too  gaol-like.  * 

hi  6h 085  that  fr0“  tl>eir  being  sumran(lKl  by  buildings? — Yes;  buildings  and 


672b.  Have  you  seen  the  new  plan  which  the  Governors  are  disposed  to  adopt  for  tile 
extension  of  the  institution? — Yes;  I made  some  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  execution 
ot  this  pan.  There  is  a portion  I do  not  entirely  approve  of,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the 
return  building.  Instead:  of  having  the  return  building  at  the  point  marked  on ‘the  plan,  I 
would  have  a sunk  fence,  and  the  place  open. 

6727.  By  this  plan  one  of  the  airing  courts  would  remain  the  same  size  as  at  present?— 
Yes;  hut  one  wall  would  be  thrown  down,  and  a sunk  fence  substituted,  so  that  the  patients 
in  both  yards  could  look  out  into  the  grounds.  I may  remark  that  I believe,  without  that 
y°U  011  tl,iat  Plan>  fincl  accommodation  for  200  additional  patients. 
brjb.  What  is  your  opinion  of  an  arrangement  by  which  the  incurable  patients  would  be 
transferred  to  a separate  building  contiguous  to  this  asylum?— I have  thought  a good  deal 
about  the  question,  and  it  is  sin-rounded  with  a great  many  difficulties;  but,  on  the  whole, 
1 would  prefer  to  have  an  hospital  for  incurables,  and  leave  this  institution  for  the  cure  of 
insanity— -the  hospital  for  incurables  to  be  elsewhere,  or  connected  with  the  asylum,  but 
still  detached  from  it.  J 


a f7?9j^.pon  ^hat  grounds  do  you  attach  importance  to  the  hospital  for  incurables  being 
detached  from  the  institution  ?— There  would  be  a great  many  local  difficulties  in  the  way 
ot  adding  a building  for  incurables  to  the  present  asylum,  so  far  as  I know;  but  if  you  had 
samciem  space  for  the  purpose,  I do  not  see  any  objection  to  having  the  two  establishments 
on  the  same  grounds.  6 

6730.  Do  you  think  the  effect  of  transferring  patients  to  that  institution  from  a curative 
Jiospitai  would  be  injurious,  presuming  the  character  of  the  institution  to  which  they  were 
transferred  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  patients  ?_Some  of  the  patients  it  would  affect 
vary  much.  A great  many  incurable  patients  are  affected  with  imbecility,  and  they  would 
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not  take  much  notice  of  it.  I think  it  would  be  desirable  in  an  economical  point  of  view. 
The  dietary  for  incurables  need  not  be  as  high  as  is  essential  for  curables.  More  attention 
could,  and  would,  I believe,  be  bestowed  on  the  medical  treatment  of  insanity,  where  there 
was  an  hospital  devoted  specially  to  the  cure  of  the  insane,  and  1 think  you  would  have 
a greater  number  of  cures. 

6731.  Would  you  require  a case  to  pass  through  the  curative  hospital  before  beino-  sent 
to  the  institution  for  incurables? — Decidedly  not.  A great  many  of  our  patients  come  in 
herein  a state  of  perfect  imbecility;  such  patients  might  be  sent  at  once  to  the  hospital 
tor  incurable  cases. 

6732.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  to  condemn  a case  at  once  as  incurable  without  having 
had  some  experience  of  it?— Any  medical  man  can  form  an  opinion  in  such  a case;  and  his 
error,  if  any,  would  be  very  frequently  on  the  side  of  the  patient.  He  would  take  in  an 
incurable  case  to  give  it  a chance,  although  it  was  his  conviction  from  the  first  moment  that 
it  was  incurable. 

6733.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  insane  patients  which  would  render  their 
removal  to  an  incurable  hospital  more  afflicting  than  the  removal  of  a person  suffering  from 
any  ordinary  malady  from  the  hospital  where  'lie  has  been  treated  to  an  establishment  for 
incurables?— As  a general  principle,  it  would  be  less  afflicting  to  insane  patients  to  be 
removed  to  an  incurable  hospital  than  it  would  be  to  a patient  affected  with  bodily  disease. 

Samuel  Hauff/itoii , Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6734.  You  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — Yes. 

6735.  Have  you  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners? — I have, 
on  matters  arising  out  of  the  examination  here  to-day.  I wish  to  warn  before  the  mischief  is 
done,  that  I think  nothing  cun  be  worse  than  the  project  I have  heard  proposed,  of  gathering 
all  classes  of  the  insane  in  here.  As  to  paupers,  properly  so  called,  we  have  none  here,  and 
many  more  able  to  pay  would  be  thrown  upon  the  rates.  How  are  you  to  check  the  admissions  ? 
Half  or  one-third  of  the  patients  who  come  in  here  certified  as  curable  are  not  so,  and  many  of 
them,  when  they  come,  are,  probably,  about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  utterly  imbecile.  You 
would  make  a pretty  mess  of  it  if  you  emptied  the  house  by  separating  Wexford,  which  they 
have  in  that  county  a right  to  do  if  they  think  proper  to  have  an  asylum  of  their  own.  With 
respect  to  enabling  persons  to  come  in  under  the  pretence  of  taking  charge  of  them,  partly  for 
the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  the  result  would  be  that  you  would  have  a most  numerous  class 
of  the  insane  maintained  at.  the  public  expense,  and  the  institution  would  cease  to  be  a charit- 
able institution  for  the  public.  Probably  some  people  would  pay  the  full  cost,  and  there  might 
he  some  little  difference  of  treatment,  which  would  cause  disorder  in  the  establishment  at 
large;  but  the  treatment  should  be  perfectly  uniform.  I do  not  see  how  you  could  appor- 
tion the  payment.  You  cannot  come  at  the  truth  with  regard  to  the  means  of  insane  persons. 
It  has  been  suggested  here  that  the  lunatics  or  insane  of  all  classes  should  be  supported  by 
their  respective  electoral  divisions,  and  not  by  the  counties  at  large.  That  would  be  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  because  they  have  not  the  machinery  in  the  asylum  to  ascertain  the  truth 
with  regard  to  the  localities  from  which  the  persons  came. 

6736.  Would  not  that  be  obviated  if  the  right  of  admission  was  left  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians?— It  might  be  throwing  upon  their  shoulders  a load  they  would  not  bear.  It  would 
appear,  from  the  opinions  that  have  been  given  here  to-day,  that  all  classes  of  the  insane  are 
to  be  gathered  into  this  asylum — not  only  the  curables,  but  also  the  incurables — not  merely 
persons  on  the  verge  of  pauperism,  hut  also  people  that  are  comfortable  and  snug  in  the 
world;  and  if  that  is  done,  1,000  acres  of  ground  would  not  do  for  this  asylum.  The 
largest  class  would  he  the  paying  patients.  Your  200  patients  would  soon  swell  up  to  400 
or  500.  With  regard  to  the  Wexford  case,  if  they  think  proper  to  incur  the  expense  of  a 
new  asylum  in  that  county,  they  have  no  right  to  be  interfered  with. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Kilkenny.  KILKENNY,  18th  FEBRUARY,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary 

Kilkenny  District  KILKENNY  DISTRICT  ASYLUM. 

Asylum. 

Hon.  Clias.  Waude3-  The  ITon.  Charles  B.  S-  Wandcs/ordc , j.p.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined, 

fordo,  j.p.,  d.l. 

6737.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum? — Yes; 

6738.  Have  the  Board  of  Governors  had  under  their  consideration  the  heads  of  inquiry 

which  have  been  circulated  by  the  Commissioners  ? — Yes.  ^ ^ 

6739.  Are  there  any  suggestions  they  would  wish  to  make  with  reference  to  the  objects  of 

the  inquiry? — Yes.  J 

Suggestions  from  the  6740.  Would  you  be  good  enough  to  acquaint  the  Commissioners  with  those  suggestions ?— 
SSdSoM  Tb?7  Pr?P.0Se  tliat  P1®  admissions  be  by  relieving  officers  in  conjunction  with  magistrates, 
of  the  law,  &c.  parish  ministers,  and  churchwardens,  that  the  word  “ dangerous”  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
form  of  admission,  and  that  the  words  “ poor  persons”  should  be  substituted  for  the  word 
“ paupers.”  The  next  suggestion  is,  that  the  Governors  should  have  the  power  of 
refusing  persons  sent  to  the  asylum  from  the  gaols,  unless  their  families,  if  they  were  able  to 
do  so,  consented  to  contribute  towards  their  support  in  the  asylum.  The  reason  for  that 
suggestion  is,  that  we  found  persons  were  sent  for  trifling  crimes  to  gaols,  and  then  trans- 
ferred,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  this  asylum.  A further  suggestion  is,  that 
Proposed  removal  of  believing  the  present  asylum  is  not  sufficiently  huge,  part  of  the  present  workhouses  should 
oe  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  not  dangerous,  to  be  supported  and  employed 
therein,  m order  that  the  asylum  may  lie  made  entirely  available  for  dangerous  lunatics. 

6741.  Do  you  mean  that  the  cases  to  be  sent  to  the  workhouses  should  be  incurable  cases? 
-Incurable  and  harmless  cases.  Our  next  suggestion  is,  that  the  books  and  registers  should 

be  uniform  in  all  lunatic  asylums.  That  there  should  be  a more  strict  investigation  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  families  of  patients,  in  order  to  compel  them,  if  they  were  able,  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  their  relatives  in  the  asylums.  This  suggestion  is  made  because 
people  have  been  sent  in  here  whose  families  could  contribute  to  their  support. 

6742.  You  mean  that  the  law  should  enact  some  more  stringent  provisions  with  regard  to 
those  cases . If  there  is  not  a provision  on  the  subject  already,  I think  there  ought  to  be; 
if  there  was  such  a stringent  provision,  I think  you  would  have  fewer  lunatics  sent  in. 

Joseph  Lalor,  Esq..  Joseph  Lalor,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6743.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  this  asylum  ?— “ Manager”  is  the  strict  legal  word,  and 
also  resident  physician. 

VAt’  £hereis  ^ a visifing  physician  attached  to  the  establishment?— Yes. 
tution?— YeT  7°U  the  manaSer  aild  resident  physician  since  the  opening  of  the  insti- 

6746.  In  what  year  was  the  ayslum  opened  ?— September  1st,  1852 
rnSSt,.  ^ere  a-ny  S?ecial  “factions  given  you  on  your  appointment  as  to  the  duties  you 

SSS  ' f01lld  P6*™  m 7°“'  mStbfd  do  no't  remember  any  special  instructions;  W 

Physician  and  the  1 ^as  SrI®n  to  understand  that  I was  to  act  as  resident  physician  as  well  as  manager. 

\ isitmg Physician.  6748.  Has  anv  arrangement  been  made  between  you  and  the  visiting  physician  as  to  the 
mi“  la  which  the  treatment  of  the  patients  should  be  conducted  ?— No. 

T cUn3, ‘ 11  Ct  1 iow  far  cl°  You  interfere  with  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients ?— 

I generally  conduct  the  treatment.  ^ 

bodily^aiffiiente?  — Both^  mei^Ca^  treatment  t^e  patients  as  regards  insanity,  or  as  regards 

TW  61  r°*  l*ysidm  take  any  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the 

S if  take  advantage  of  Ms  advice  in  some  cases,  and  not  in  others; 

and  if  he  himselt,  on  his  visit,  sees  any  case  requiring  treatment,  or  if  any  thing  occurs  to 

a W^“eSi3rSdaoMbodye  W1“’  “ colljtmotio1'  01  of  “ft  P“sorita &r 

vJTnf;  1 u°  t'ttderstand  that  the  visiting  physician  prescribes  for  a patient,  although 
yon  may  also  have  prescribed  for  him,  without  consulting  you?— I dire  say,  in  some 
“ U f S0'  .f  ° sr“»y  ““"-It  If  he  kniw  that  I had  pressed  for  a 

fl»  b •“  Pres™he  w;tll0“‘  “Belting  with  me ; hut  I have  known  cases  in  which 

not  knowing  that  I had  prescribed,  did  so  afterwards  himself;  and  I 
B OT  nndei-  the  rules  he  is  authorised,  strictly  speaking,  to  do  so. 

received  into  the  establishment,  do  you  consider  his  case  in 
nhveTbf ^ ,wlth  toTISltm.g.l,llyslci“nf— 1 1 always  bring  those  cases  before  the  visiting 
l TO  ge?  fh°  ¥mf10”  H*P«  containing  the  particulars  of  each  ease. 

9 '-TTr0  ?ou  d®termin®  then  what  course  is  to  be  pm-sued  in  reference  to  that  particular 
° n?‘ >*  ™ invariable  rule  to  consult  formally  in  that  way.  When  I 
„ XT' 11  fr°1uelltly  that  be  may  suggest,  or  I may  suggest,  the  mode  of 

trimttien^  but  we  do  not  mAe  it  an  uniform  rule  to  Suit. 

j)  , j j ? we  to  understand  that  patients  in  this  establishment  may  he  exposed  to  he  treated 
o o ec  two  medical  men  at  the  same  time  without  their  consulting  each  other  ? 

bo  tar  as  prescriptions  go ; we  write  our  prescriptions  in  the  one  book,  and  the  visiting  physi- 
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cian  'would  see  mine  if  it  was  there,  or  I would  see  liis.  So  far  as  the  general  management 
of  the  patients,  and  witli  respect  to  the  class  a patient  will  go  to,  or  the  general  domestic 
treatment,  I generally  regulate  that  myself  when  the  patients  come  in ; and  I do  not  consider 
it  necessary,  nor  is  it  my  habit  to  send  for  the  visiting  physician  to  show  him  a case  when  it 
comes;  on  his  first  visit  after  the  l’eception  of  the  patient,  I bring  the  case  under  his  notice, 
and  in  the  meantime  may  have  adopted  the  mode  of  treatment.  We  may  consult  together 
about  that  case  afterwards. 


6756.  Do  you  consider  that  mode  of  proceeding,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  ?— I consider 
the  arrangements  between  the  visiting  physician  and  me  are  very  loose  and  undefined,  and 
only  for  the  good  understanding  existing  between  us,  might  lead  to  unpleasant  variances. 
Under  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  Rules,  which  are  the  laws  for  the  asylum,  I am,  strictly  speaking, 
only  the  manager,  and  nothing  else ; but  having  been  given  to  understand  that  along  with 
the  duties  of  that  position  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  is  also  to  be  under  my 
charge,  I regulate  it  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability  during  the  absence  of  the  visiting 
physician.  I bi'ing  the  cases  undei’  his  notice  on  his  next  visit ; and  if  he  offers  any  suggestion 
or  proposes  any  alteration,  we  consult  together. 

6757.  Suppose  the  rules  to  be  changed  to  suit  the  altered  character  of  your  office,  would 
you  see  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  drawing  up  definite  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  each 
officer,  the  resident  physician  and  the  visiting  physician?— I would  not  see  any  difficulty  if 
the  principle  or  line  of  distinction  was  laid  down. 

6758.  With  which  officer  would  you  propose  that  the  responsibility  of  treating  the  cases 
of  insanity  should  rest? — With  the  resident  physician. 

6759.  How  far  would  you  propose  that  the  visiting  physician  should  take  part  in  that 
treatment? — I think  the  visiting  physician  ought  to  be  a consulting  physician. 

6760.  Do  you  mean  a consulting  physician  to  he  called  in  at  the  option  of  the  resident 
physician,  or  one  who  should  be  hound  also  to  see  each  case  in  the  asylum,  and  attend 
periodically  to  advise  with  the  resident  physician? — I see  no  disadvantage  in  having  merely 
a consulting  physician  called  in  in  cases  of  emergency,  when  the  resident  physician  con- 
sidered it  advisable. 


6761.  On  what  ground  do  you  consider  it  advisable  that  the  resident  physician  should 
have  the  treatment  of  the  cases  rather  than  the  visiting  physician  ? — Because  he  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  cases  from  his  constantly  seeing  them. 

6762.  Is  it  in  your  opinion  of  considerable  importance  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  that  the 
patient  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  physician  in  constant  attendance? — It  is. 

6763.  In  the  treatment  of  the  bodily  ailments  of  tlie  insane,  would  not  a physician  in 
general  practice,  have  an  advantage  over  the  physician  whose  attention  being  entirely 
confined  to  the  asylum,  would  not  be  in  general  practice  at  the  time  ? — Yes ; and  those  are 
the  cases  in  which  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  resident  physician  to  have  a consulting 
physician  to  confer  with. 

6764.  It  is  not  your  opinion,  therefore,  I presume,  that  the  resident  physician  would  enjoy 
any  particular  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  the  bodily  ailments  of  the  insane  above  the 
visiting  physician  ? — Precisely  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  other ; the  bodily  condition  of  the 
patients  is  constantly  under  liis  observation ; and  so  far  the  resident  physician  is  better 
qualified  than  the  visiting  physician  to  treat  such  cases,  as  they  are  constantly  under  his 
observation. 

6765.  Would  a medical  man,  accustomed  to  the  treatment  of  insane  patients,  have  a 
greater  facility  in  discovering  the  exact  nature  of  the  bodily  ailments  of  a lunatic  than  a 
physician  in  ordinary  practice  ? — He  would. 

6766.  But  you  would  still  desire  to  have  the  benefit  of  a consulting  physician  as  regards 
the  bodily  ailments  of  the  patients  ? — I would  consider  it  advantageous  that  the  resident 
physician  should  have  the  power,  when  he  considered  it  necessary,  to  call  in  a consulting 
physician ; beyond  that,  I do  not  see  in  this  asylum  any  advantage  from  a visiting  physician. 
Not  having  experience  of  larger  asylums,  I do  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  whether  the 
altered  circumstances  would  not  render  the  constant  attendance  of  a visiting  physician 
necessary. 

6767.  Do  you  consider  the  consulting  physician  should  be  a salaried  officer  of  the  estab- 
lishment ? — If  the  consulting  physician  were  merely  to  he  called  in  in  cases  when  his  attend- 
ance was  deemed  necessary  by  the  resident  physician,  I do  not  see  any  occasion  for  a fixed 
salary;  he  would  have  only  a fee  for  consultation. 

6768.  Are  there  infirmaries  attached  to  this  establishment? — Two ; one  for  the  males  and 
one  for  the  females. 

6769.  Are  they  used  as  infirmaries? — They  are  used  as  such. 

. 6770.  'What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  having  distinct  infirmaries 

lunatic  asylums? — I think  it  would  be  well  to  have  distinct  infirmaries,  more  distinct  than 
those  here,  for  the  infirmaries  here  are  not  distinct. 

6771.  Is  there  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

fivvo"  ‘^re  t^le  me(^c'nes  compounded  in  the  house?— They  are. 

o773.  The  medicines  are  provided  by  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — Yes ; from  the  druggist. 

6774.  Is  the  attendance  ox  Governors  regular? — It  is. 

6775.  Have  any  occasions  occurred  when  no  Board  was  held  in  consequence  of  a quorum 
no^  having  assembled  ? — Yes. 

6776. 1 believe  three  is  the  number  required  to  form  a quorum? — Three  form  a quorum 
■or  the  ordinary  meetings,  and  for  a half-yearly  meeting,  as  laid  down  by  the  rules,  five  are 
necessary  to  constitute  a quorum. 
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6777.  I believe  the  asylum  is  merely  for  the  county  and  the  county  of  the  citv  of  Kil 
kenny? — That  is  all. 

6778.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  more  regular  on  the  part  of  Governors  from  the  citv 
of  Kilkenny  than  on  the  part  of  those  from  the  county? — Yes. 

6779.  Do  the  Governors  appoint  a visiting  committee  to  inspect  the  house? Yes. 

6780.  How  often  do  the  visiting  committee  go  through  the  establishment? — The  visiting 
committee  have  attended  nine  times  since  their  first  appointment,  which  was,  I think  in 
November,  1855. 

6781.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  usually  attend  the  Boards? — They  often 
attend  the  Boards. 

6782.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

6783.  Do  they  vote  ? — They  do. 

6784.  How  frequently  are  they  in  the  habit  of  inspecting  the  asylum? — I could  not  tell 
exactly.  I could  tell  the  number  of  their  visits  entered  in  the  visiting  book,  but  they  have 
inspected  pretty  often,  without  making  any  entry,  unless  it  happens  to  be  board  day,  when 
their  names  are  entered  in  the  minute  book. 

6785.  That  would  give  a statement  of  the  sum  total  of  the  visits  they  paid;  do  you  mean 
to  say,  that  on  each  occasion  of  visiting  here  they  inspect  the  whole  establishment  ?— Well 
I do  not  think  they  on  each  occasion  inspect  the  whole  establishment. 

6786.  In  what  manner  do  the  Inspectors  bring  before  the  Board  of  Governors  any  represen- 
tations or  suggestions  they  may  desire  to  make  ? — They  attend  the  Board  meetings,  and 
whatever  occurs  they  express  their  opinion  upon  it.  There  have  been  some  few  instances 
in  which  I have  written  to  them  on  matters,  and  they  communicated  by  letter. 

6787.  When  you  speak  of  their  making  communications  to  the  Board  on  the  occasions  of 
their  personally  attending,  those  are,  of  course,  oral  communications? — Yes. 

6788.  Of  which  there  is  no  record? — There  is  not.  It  may  have  happened  that  a dis- 
tinct resolution  may  have  been  proposed  by  an  Inspector  at  a meeting,  and,  of  course,  that 
is  entered  in  the  minute  book. 

6789.  Is  there  a clerk  and  storekeeper  attached  to  the  establishment? — Yes. 

6790.  Does  he  reside  in  the  house? — He  is  non-resident. 

6791.  Is  that  by  permission  of  the  Board? — They  have  never  made  any  order  upon  the 
matter. 

6792.  Are  you  aware,  that  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations  he  is  required  to  reside  in 
the  asylum,  unless  the  Board  shall  consider  otherwise,  but  in  which  case  they  shall  enter  in 
the  minute  book  the  permission,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  is  granted  ? — t am. 

6793.  There  has  been  no  such  record  of  permission? — No. 

6794.  By  whom  are  the  minutes  of  the  Board  kept? — They  are  written  out  in  rough  by 
me,  during  the  meeting,  and  are  afterwards  entered  by  the  clerk.  I write  them  in  the  minute 
book,  in  general,  in  pencil,  and  he  copies  them  out.  ' 

6795.  Are  the  stores  and  supplies  which  are  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  establishment 
received  by  the  storekeeper? — That  is  the  general  rule. 

6796;  What  are  the  exceptions  ? — There  are  no  exceptions  absolutely  with  regard  to  any 
one  article,  but  there  are  articles  which  occasionally  he  may  not  receive. 

6797.  Specify  the  articles  to  which  you  refer? — Chiefly  coal,  turf,  and  straw. 

6798.  Is  the  clothing  made  up  in  the  establishment  by  the  patients? — Not  all.  The 
clothing  of  the  male  patients — the  jackets,  waistcoats,  and  trousers — are  made  by  a tailor, 
who  is  paid  so  much  a suit;  he  comes  up  to  the  establishment,  and  makes  them  here.  The 
shoes  are  purchased  by  contract.  The  female  clothing  is  all  made  up  in  the  establishment, 
and  the  linen  for  the  men’s  shirts  and  sheeting.  In  fact,  all  things  are  made  up  in  the  estab- 
lishment, with  the  exception  of  what  I have  stated — shoes,  jackets,  vests,  and  trousers. 
When  I say  they  are  made  up  in  the  establishment,  I mean  they  are  made  by  the  patients. 
With  reference  to  the  shoes,  we  have  a shoemaker  hired  by  the  day,  and  he  has  the  assist- 
ance of  patients  in  the  house. 

6799.  By  whom  are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  appointed? By  me. 

6800.  Without  any  interference  by  the  Board?— I submit  the  appointments  for  the 
approval  of  the  Board,  after  I have  made  them,  within  a certain  space  of  time — from  one 
month  to  two  months. 

6801.  By  whom  are  they  removed? — If  I consider  they  ought  to  be  removed,  I report 
them  to  the  Board,  and  they  are  not  dismissed  unless  the  Board  approve  of  then-  dismissal. 

6802.  Are  the  servants  employed  in  charge  of  the  patients  usually  capable  of  reading  and 
writing?— They  are.  There  was  a rule  made  at  the  opening  of  the  house,  that  it  should 
be  stated  in  the  advertisement,  no  party  need  apply  unless  he  or  she  could  read  and  write. 
That  rule  had  reference  only  to  that  particular  occasion,  but,  however,  it  has  been  acted  on 
ever  since,  with  one  exception.  There  is  one  woman  at  present  in  the  house  who  does  not 
read  or  write. 

6803.  How  came  that  exception  to  he  made  ? — The  appointment  is  not  confirmed  by  tire 
Board  yet.  ^ I found  a difficulty  in  getting  a person  who  understood  the  duties  of  a nurse, 
for  bodily  ailments,  and  who  could  read  or  write;  this  woman  is  in  the  position  at  present, 
and  my  mind  is  not  yet  made  up  respecting  her.  If  I could  get  a woman  able  to  discharge 
the  duties,  and  read  and  write,  I would  not  appoint  the  present  woman.  Even  if  I were 
inclined  to  appoint  her,  the  Board  might  not  be  also  inclined. 

t J^re  salaries  given  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons  ? — Well, 

I think  some  of  the  salaries  are  too  low ; I will  omit  my  own  salary.  I think  the  salary  of 
the  clerk  and  storekeeper  is  too  low;  it  is  £60  a-year;  and  I consider  the  salaries  of  the 
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ass^it^'isssteaisrlir.S 

With  competent  persons.  n i up  me  places  joseph  Lalor,  Esq., 

JJJj*  Is  ? ere  a g?lieral  registry  kept  of  the  persons  admitted  into  the  asylum  ?— Yes 

6806.  Is  the  morning  statement  book  regularly  kept?_Yes  ^ es- 

6807.  By  whom  was  this  form  of  the  daily  statement  bonk  new  e • i , 0 

It  is  the  form  required  by  tile  Act  of  Parliament,  witli  one  or  two  additions  maL  “y  myself  ttaMfraSSS* 

6808.  Thai  book  appears  to  be  a combination  of  the  medical  journal  required  to  be  kept 

b»k?  Ala  ^ W1*  “r‘”1’  Statemenls  it  *e  ordinary  doily  statement 

engaged  ?— ln  ‘h8  mtUr°  °f  4<s  at  which  the  patients  are 

ISIO.  Are  youaware  that  the  ordinary  daily  statement  book  in  use,  and  approved  several 
years  smee,  does  contam  that  information  ?_No.  I was  never  aware  that  there  was  Sir 
morning  statement  hook  approved  by  authority.  There  is  no  form  prescribed  in  the  l3 
L,euteiiams  rules.  The  employment  is  stated  in  detail,  on  the  list  which  I now  exhibit. 

6811.  When  you  desire  to  tang  matters  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  in  what  form  do  The  KesUent  Mum. 
you  do  so . I make  a monthly  report,  m conjunction  with  the  visiting  physician,  and  I S«  wr.ram.im- 
make  a monthly  repoit  from  myself.  Tile  one  ill  conjunction  with  the  visitinv  physician  *“ lhe  Bo“a- 
has  reference  to  medical  matters ; the  one  from  myself  has  reference  to  my  duties  a°  jLLger! 
becm  9 w?t<f  m.itbe-.mi?Ut0"b00k  a'ly  sPec“'  ““‘tors  I may  desire  to  bring  forward  ^ 

cqi  rv°  X°U illS?.eCt  .tliat  5art  of  tlle  establishment,  as  well  as  the  other,  regularly’—  Yes 

6814.  Do  the  applications  for  wants  from  the  matron  pass  through  you?— They  are  eene- 

rally  entered  on  my  want  book ; sometimes  the  matron’s  want  book  is  laid  separately  bf  me 
before  the  Board ; it  is  never  brought  by  any  one  but  me.  1 J J 

6815.  Is  mechanical  restraint  much  practised  in  the  institution  ?— Not  at  all  „ . . t 

So!S‘  ?iere  the  ™eans  of  apptyu’g  mechanical  restraint?— Yes.  332“**  “* 

0617.  In  whose  custody  are  they? — In  mine. 

6818.  Is  seclusion  practised  ? — It  is,  but  very  rarely. 
ai^with''6  111818  “lly  FuUoi  r00ms  in  the  establishment  ?_No;  they  have  been  done 

S'  Sn  S*  reas°n  "'ere  done  a’™7  'ritl1  ?— 1 They  were  considered  unnecessary. 

„ S0UrS!‘S  S“e“Uy  Pura.ued  violent  patient  ?-Sooti.ing  language.  I Treatment  of  rioUut 

um  away  from  the  rest  of  the  patients  out  into  the  exercise  yard,  a.nd  walk  him  up  and  patients, 
down  the  corridor.  I adopt  means  of  that  sort,  and  afterwards  a bath  is  ordered— but  very 
me  y during  the  actual  fit  of  excitement.  It  is  more  generally  ordered  as  a medical  means, 
after  the  excitement  is  over. 

6822.  Is  a shower  bath  ever  given  without  your  authority  ?— No. 

828.  Are  the  wards  regularly  supplied  with  baths? — Baths  are  there,  but  there  is  a great 
want  or  hot  water.  ° 

6824.  How  many  baths  are  there  ? — There  are  eight. 

6825.  Is  there  no  hot  water  laid  on  for  the  use  of  those  baths  ? — Yes,  but  the  boiler  is  out  Baths  • the  supply 

coof'-rT  , of  hot  and  cold  water. 

po,  Has  that  1)6611  long  the  case? — A year  and  a-half. 

fisoa  !jIS  mattel’  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — It  has. 

6 6.  Have  any  directions  been  given  to  you  to  provide  a proper  supply  of  hot  water?—* 

■wo;  it  was  shortly  after  the  accident  occurred  to  the  boiler  that  the  Building  Commissioners 
me,  and.  the  Board  considered  it  likely  that  some  general  improvement  would  be  made  in 
e means  of  supplying  water,  and  that  if  they  were  to  do  any  thing  then  it  would  be 
probably  useless.  Jo 

6829.  When  warm  water  is  at  present  required  for  baths,  how  is  it  supplied? — It  is  drawn 
up  om  the  kitchen  in  buckets.  Clean  water  is  boiled  every  day,  for  baths  and  other  pur- 
poses, in  the  boiler  in  the  kitchen. 

PR?!?  F*  arrangemeTt  of  carrying  water  through  the  house  is  found  inconvenient? — It  is. 

8dl.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  water  from  the  wells  and  pumps? — No,  not  for  the 
rim68  °*  c ean*iness  >'  there  is  for  drinking. 

o 32  .Have  any  measures  been  taken  to  increase  the  supply? — No ; I took  some  measures 
VjfJrA  oy  altering  the  level  at  which  the  water  was  delivered,  but  it  is  still  insufficient. 

tt  matter  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — Frequently. 

gave.an7  directions  been  given  about  it? — No. 

_ o5.  How  is  the  water  supplied? — From  a spring  well  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  by  a 
oremg  pump.  It  was  originally  delivered  all  at  the  top  of  the  house,  into  two  large  cis- 
ms  that  held  about  2,500  gallons,  and  was  passed  from  these  to  the  different  divisions, 
low  ^0rtl?ns  water  diverted  into  a tank  that  is  near  the  kitchen,  at  a considerably 

e?  JeJeI>  about  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  lower ; and  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
to  th 't  k Wa^er  was  V617  much  increased,  so  far  as  that  portion  is  concerned.  Previously 
fv  ' x taere  was  often  an  insufficiency  of  water  for  cooking,  hut  since  that  has  been  done, 

Mere  has  not  been  a deficiency. 

2 O 
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The  lavatories ; the 
sewerage. 


The  warmiug  of  the 
corridors  and  cells, 
&c. 


The  corridors,  day- 
rooms,  &c. 


Bedsteads  and 
bedding 


Yentilation. 


The  amusement  of 
the  patients. 


Propriety  of  giving 
school  instruction 
to  the  patients  .j 


6836.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  supply  of  water  at  present  is  not  adequate  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  cleanliness  in  the  house? — For  ordinary  purposes,  according  to  the 
arrangements  laid  down  for  a system  of  water-closets  and  other  matters,  to  Hush  and  do  all 
such  tilings,  the  supply  is  not  sufficient. 

6837.  Do  the  patients  generally  get  a bath  once  a-week  or  oftener? — They  do  not. 

6838.  How  frequently  V — About  once  a fortnight,  or  once  in  three  weeks. 

6839.  Are  there  lavatories  in  each  department ? — There  are. 

6840.  Is  the  water  laid  on? — Yes;  sometimes  there  is  a want  of  water. 

6841.  Are  jrou  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  of  the  lavatories? — No. 

6842.  In  what  respects  are  they  defective  ? — The  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  is  insuffi. 
cient;  they  are  not  large  enough,  and  the  number  of  wash-hand  basins  is  not  sufficient. 
I think  it  would  be  a better  arrangement  to  have  them  on  one  basement  story,  and  to  have 
one  common  lavatory  in  place  of  having  eight,  as  at  present.  Slops  are  thrown  into  them 
which,  I think,  is  objectionable. 

6843.  In  what  state  is  the  sewerage? — It  is  good,  except  that  sometimes  the  pipes  imme- 

diately in  connexion  with  the  water-closets  get  out  of  order,  but  the  main  sewers  are  very 
good.  J 

6844.  What  means  are  there  of  warming  the  corridors  and  the  cells  of  the  patients? 

There  are  open  fire-places  in  the  corridors ; some  of  the  associated  dormitories  have  fire- 
places. Open  fire-places  are  the  only  means  of  warming,  and  they  are  in  the  day-rooms,  cor- 
ridors, and  in  some  of  the  associated  dormitories,  but  there  are  no  means  of  heating  the  cells. 

6845.  Are  those  fire-places  in  the  outer  or  inner  walls? — In  the  inner  walls,  generally,  in 
the  day-rooms.  About  half  are  in  the  outer  walls,  and  about  half  in  the  inner. 

6846.  Are  fires  kept  up  in  those  grates  during  the  winter? — Fires  are  kept  up  only  in  the 
day-rooms. 

6847.  Do  you  find  that  the  corridors  and  cells  are  cold  and  comfortless  in  winter?— The 
cells  are  cold  and  damp ; the  corridors  may  be  a little. 

6848.  Are  the  corridors  much  used  by  the  patients? — Not  much. 

6849.  Are  there  any  benches  or  chairs  to  enable  them  to  rest  in  the  corridors? None. 

6850.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  day-rooms  ? — There  are  two  tables  in  each  day-room, 
forms,  and  a few  chairs.  There  are  two  day-rooms  containing  a book-case  in  each. 

6851.  What  bedsteads  are  generally  in  use? — Iron. 

6852.  Are  you  satisfied  with  those  supplied?— I think  there  might  be  a better  description 
of  bedsteads.  The  chief  fault  I find  with  them  is,  that  they  rust  the  bed-ticks  so  much. 

6853.  What  bedding  is  generally  used?— Cocoa-nut  fibre  bed-ticks,  supplied  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  still  in  use,  with  the  exception  of  the  bed-ticks  of  dirty  patients. 

6854.  Do  you  approve  of  the  cocoa-nut  fibre  beds? — I do  not;  it  gets  hard  very  soon; 
and  if  any  accident  happens  to  the  bed-tick,  the  whole  bed  must  be  re-made,  and  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  washing  and  cleaning  it. 

6855.  What  arrangements  were  made  for  the  ventilation  of  the  building,  in  its  construc- 
tion?— There  were  two  shafts  built — one  at  each  end  of  the  house,  the  maie  and  the  female; 
and  then  there  arc  horizontal  fines  run  through  the  walls  into  those  shafts. 

6856.  Does  that  system  of  ventilation  work  satisfactorily? — I do  not  think  it  does;  the 
current  is  not  sufficient;  and  there  is  another  fault  in  it,  the  openings  into  the  horizontal 
shafts  are  at  the  top,  and  there  is  no  means  of  introducing  a current  of  air  from  the 
bottom  to  replace  the  vitiated  air  that  may  go  up. 

6857.  Were  those  deficiencies  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  building? — Yes. 

6858.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  amusement  of  the  patients  ? — They  have 
parties,  at  which  they  get  tea  and  bread  and  butter  once  in  every  three  months,  on  each 
side  of  the  house,  by  which  arrangement  there  is  a party  once  in  every  six  weeks  in  the 
house.  The  last  ivas  on  the  15th  February.  Three  patients  play  musical  instruments;  one 
plays  on  the  fiddle,  two  on  the  flute ; and  nearly  every  night,  except  Saturday  night,  when 
there  is  washing,  they  play  for  the  men.  There  is  no  musician  at  the  female  side.  Once 
a-week  they  get  a party  without  any  addition  of  tea.  It  takes  place  after  their  supper; 
but  on  the  other  nights  in  the  week  the  fiddler  stays  with  the  men,  and  they  have  dancing. 

'a'*  men  k*ck  football;  they  have  draughts,. dumb-bells,  and  cards. 

. , , -A-1’®  those  generally  used? — They  play  draughts  and  cards  very  constantly;  every 

night  there  is  draught-playing  and  card-playing. 

6860.  Have  you  found  that  card-playing  has  led  to  excitement  and  quarrelling  amongst 
them  ? — I do  not  think  it  does. 

6861.  Are  there  any  books? — A few. 

6862.  Is  there  a school  in  the  asylum? No. 

6863.  Is  there  any  considerable  number  of  patients  incapable  of  reading  and  writing?— 
.there  is  a large  number  incapable  of  reading  and  writing. 

. ®t>64.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  having  such  patients 
instructed  r— I would  be  very  doubtful  as  to  its  good  results.  In  a small  institution  like 
this  it  would,  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  carry  it  out — with  our  present  architectural  arrange- 
ments, 1 would  say  impossible. 

6865.  Would,  it  not  afford  additional  occupation  for  the  patients? — It  would;  but  I 
consider  the  best  occupation  for  lunatics  is  out-of-door  amusement,  and  a freedom  from 
wf-R  enf a§e°?en  that  is,  as  far  as  my  own  observation  goes.  In  the  tables  given  in  the 

last  iveport  ot  the  Census  Commissioners  there  is  a very  marked  difference  shown  between 
the  number  of  the  educated  and  uneducated  lunatic  classes.  It  makes  me  doubt  thatinstruc- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


tion  lias  not  an  opposite  tendency.  Originally  I entertained  a different  view;  and  when  I 
was  appointed  here  I entered  into  communication  with  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education.  I was  anxious  to  get  teachers  from  the  National  Board,  and  applied  to  them 
with  the  object  of  getting  a school  here,  and  I did  not  succeed  in  doing  so.  I should 
consider  very  carefully  now  before  I adopted  the  system. 

6866.  Are  there  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution? — Yes. 

6867.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship ; is  there  a 
chapel? — There  is  a chapel. 

6868.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  usually  attend  divine  worship  on  Sunday  ? — 
Between  one-third  and  one  half,  nearly  one  half- — fifty-one  Roman  Catholics  and  seven 
Protestants — that  is,  fifty-eight  out  of  145,  and  that  is  about  the  usual  number  of  patients; 
and  then  the  attendants  go  to  divine  worship. 

6869.  Do  you  consider  the  ministrations  of  chaplains  advantageous  or  otherwise? — 
Advantageous,  as  a general  rule. 

6870.  Have  the  chaplains  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  the  inmates  whenever 
they  require  to  do  so  ? — Yes. 

6S71.  Supposing  you  considered  that  tire  state  of  a patient  did  not  make  it  desirable  that 
any  communication  would  take  place  with  him  on  religious  matters,  what  course  would  you 
pursue? — In  such  a case  I would  object  to  the  chaplain  seeing  him;  but  the  case  has  not 
occurred. 

6872.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  general  dietary  in  use  in  the  establishment? — I think  it 
is  a fair  dietary. 

6873.  What  quantity  of  animal  food  is  given  to  each  patient? — It  is  an  indefinite  quan- 
tity; it  is  given  with  the  soup,  and  I cannot  tell  exactly  what  the  quantity  is.  "When 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables  are  sufficiently  plentiful  they  get  an  occasional  meal  of  them ; 
but  those  are  not  stated  articles  of  diet. 

6874.  Have  potatoes  been  given  as  a general  article  of  dietary  within  the  last  twelve  months  ? 
— Yes;  we  have  given  them  about  once  a-week  within  the  last  two  or  three  months,  since 
the  potatoes  were  dug  and  brought  in.  I am  afraid  we  will  not  be  able  to  continue  that 
allowance.  During  the  same  period  they  have  got,  once  a-week,  an  allowance  of  cabbage. 
These  are  not  in  the  regular  course  of  diet;  they  are  merely  allowed  by  the  Board  of 
Governors  in  case  they  are  on  the  grounds  of  the  asylum.  They  are  given  at  my  discre- 
tion and  that  of  the  visiting  physician. 

6875.  Was  there  an  institution  for  the  reception  of  the  insane  in  Kilkenny  previous  to  the 
opening-  of  this  asylum  ? — There  was  a House  of  Industry  and  Correction.  It  was  under 
the  House  of  Industry  Act. 

6876.  Were  any  of  the  patients  in  it  brought  here  at  the  opening  of  this  asylum  ? — There 
were  about  forty-seven. 

6877.  Wex-e  these,  chiefly  chronic  cases? — All  chronic  cases.  For  about  two  years 
previous  to  the  opening  of  this  house  the  admissions  into  that  institution  were  stopped. 

6878.  It  appears  that  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  out  of  148  inmates,  126  were  supposed 
to  he  incurable;  how  do  you  account  for  that  large  proportion  of  incurable  cases? — I 
account  for  it  by  the  number  of  chronic  cases  sent  into  this  institution  on  its  opening. 
There  were  119  sent  in,  and  five-sixths  of  them  were  chronic. 

6879.  For  what  number  of  patients  was  this  asylum  built? — One  hundred  and  fifty  is  the 
number  it  is  limited  to  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  order. 

6880.  It  appears  from  a return  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that  there  were  twenty- 
one  lunatics  in  the  workhouses  of  Kilkenny,  and  ten  in  the  gaols  on  the  1st  of  January 
last,  making  a total  of  thirty-one  cases;  there  is  not  accommodation  for  that  additional 
number  in  the  asylum  at  present? — The  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant  would  not  allow  it. 
There  are  145  in  the  house;  and  under  the  warrant  of  his  Excellency  there  are  only, 
therefore,  five  vacancies;  but 'there  is  room  in  the  house,  under  the  new  arrangement,  for 
that  number. 

6881.  Do  you  mean  by  the  new  arrangement  of  the  wards? — Yes. 

6882.  Are  there,  at  present,  unoccupied  apartments  that  might  be  appropriated  to  patients? 
— 'The  infirmaries  might  be  appropriated  to  them,  and  beds  might  be  placed  in  the  upper 
corridors. 

6883.  If  an  infirmary  be  necessary  in  an  asylum,  would  it  not  be  objectionable  to  appro- 
priate it  in  that  way? — I would  be  for  detached  infirmaries.  _ 

6884.  In  that  case,  additional  accommodation  would  be  provided,  at  the  cost  of  an  addi- 
tional building?— Yes,  if  my  view  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  detached  hospitals  was 
carried  out.  In  the  other  case,  the  use  of  the  upper  corridors  would  admit  of  an  additional 
number  of  patients  being  received,  without  the  necessity  for  an  additional  building. 

6885.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  these  institutions  should  be  asylums  for  incurable  cases,  or 
should  be  curative  hospitals  ? — I think  they  ought  to  be  both. 

6886.  Considering  that  126  patients,  out  of  148  in  this  asylum  on  the  1st  of  January, 

were  incurable,  is  it  not  in  a very  small  degree  available  as  a curative  hospital.  Yes,  m a 
very  small  degree.  ...  .’  . 

6887.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  attaching  to  this  institution  buildings 
for  the  reception  of  incurable  lunatics  ? — I have. 

6888.  Is  your  opinion  favourable  or  unfavourable  to  that? — Unfavourable. 

6.889.  State  the  grounds  of  your  opinion? — It  would  add  considerably  to  the  expense  of 
the  establishment,  and  to  the  inconvenience,  to  have  such  a building  detached,  without  any 
corresponding  advantage  that  I can  see.  You  would  then  have  two  lunatic  asylums,  one  for 
incurables,  and  one  for  curables,  on  the  same  grounds,  and  there  should  be  an  increase  in 
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Kilkenny.  the  staff  of  officers,  while  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  treatment  of  the  patie 

Kilkenny  District  would  he  increased  much  more  considerably  than  if  you  were  to  have  lunatics  curable  and 
' ’ incurable,  treated  under  the  same  roof  in  an  hospital,  rather  than  in  two  detached  ho  • 

tals.  I consider  it  would  cost  more  to  maintain  100  lunatics  in  one  of  those  detached^1' 
separate  establishments,  than  if  they  were  included  in  the  one  establishment  with  another  clasT 

6890.  Why  do  you  consider  it  would  cost  more  to  maintain  them  in  a detached  building 

considering  them  as  incurable  cases?— I think  the  number  of  attendants  would  require  £ 
be  increased.  u 0 

6891 . Would  they  require  a greater  number  of  attendants  than  the  same  number  of  patient* 

in  the  original  asylum  ? — I think  so.  r “ 

6892.  Do  you  think  incurable  lunatics  could  be  maintained  at  a lower  rate,  considering 
that  the  dietary  for  them  might  not  necessarily  be  so  high?— I think  that  would  make  verv 
little  difference.  I think  they  might  get  a different  dietary,  if  it  was  deemed  advisable,  in  the 
same  building,  as  well  as  in  a distinct  building.  Then,  again,  if  there  was  to  be  a different 
dietary,  there  would  be,  possibly,  a necessity  for  a different  kitchen  establishment. 

6893.  That  would  be  a difficulty  still,  if  they  were  maintained  in  the  same  house?— The 

inconvenience  would  not  be  so  great.  For  instance,  the  carrying  food  backward  and  forward 
to  and  from  a detached  building  in  wet  weather,  would  be  a serious  inconvenience ; in  fact  it 
would  be  exceedingly  objectionable,  to  carry  stirabout  and  such  things  through  the  grounds 
It  would  be  virtually  giving  two  distinct  establishments  to  be  superintended  in  place  of  one 
The  chief  advantage  I have  heard  proposed  is  on  the  score  of  economy  in  the  buiklino-,  but 
I do  not  see  how  there  could  be  economy,  for  a building  necessary  for  a class  of  incurable  or 
harmless  lunatics  could  be  erected  for  the  same  sum,  or  perhaps  even  less,  attached  to  the 
asylum,  so  as  to  foi’m  a part  of  it,  than  it  would  cost  to  erect  a building  out  in  the  grounds 
Additions  could  be  made  to  this  asylum  at  the  rere.  Another  objection  to  the  detached 
building  would  be,  that  you  would  find  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  pointing  out  where  you 
could  erect  it,  without  necessitating  an  enlargement  of  the  grounds.  J 

6894.  That  is  an  objection  which  pertains  to  the  particular  case? Yes. 

6895.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  reception  of  paying  patients  into  this  establishment? 
— 1 “pk  there  ought  to  be  received  into  this  establishment  a class  able  to  pay  the  average 
cost  of  them  support,  but  not  patients  of  a superior  class,  such  as  are  received  at  present  into 
the  private  asylums.  I do  not  think  that  class  ought  to  be  received  into  establishments 
intended  for  paupers.  They  might  be  admitted  into  public  establishments  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  them. 

6896.  Would  you  give  a preference  of  admission  to  the  pauper  patients,  over  the  paying 
patients  m that  case  ? — I do  not  think  that  arrangement  should  be  carried  out,  until  there 
is  ample  room  for  the  accommodation  of  every  lunatic  in  the  district,  who  ought  to  be 
received,  whether  the  party  is  able  to  pay,  or  not  able  to  pay.  I should  mention,  that  my 
answers  to  the  question  respecting  the  scale  of  dietary,  and  an  increase  of  comforts,  were  a 
good  deal  influenced  by  the  view  I have  just  mentioned.  If  you  are  to  take  one  of  two 
alternatives,  either  to  support  a limited  number  of  lunatics,  and  treat  them  on  a very  high 
scale,  or  to  provide,  wliat  I consider  they  are  fully  entitled  to,  a proper  scale  of  treatment,  1 

£e2£^°tdi£tary  ,,14  wo  , ,be  better  that  a11  lunatics  in  the  district,  or  say  of  the  whole  country, 
coJt~  ! - ubl  Set  a fair  average  treatment,  than  that  a small  number  should  be  received  and  main- 

tained. °i\a  very  high  scale  of  diet.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I said  the  scale  of  dietary 
here  m fan-,  for  I think  that  if  you  raise  the  scale  of  dietary  very  much,  and  increase  the 
otner  comforts , there  will  be  a disinclination  to  admit  patients,  on  account  of  the  expense,  and 

«Q(wltQi  Wlll.find  a wa3r  of  working  out  its  object  of  limiting  the  number  of  admissions. 

® f t ^°t  the  dietary  in  all  cases  be  such  as  is  suitable  for  the  cure  of  lunatics; 

2®?  n°r  r?  tp.  t le,  PTmciPle.  011  which  it  would  be  settled  ?— It  may  happen  that 
es  o ie  which  would  be  considered,  in  a private  case,  conducive  to  cure,  are  so  far 
°f  th°Se  partlf>  that  they  ought  not  to  be  supplied,  even  though  they 
T+  • , , ^®red  necessary ; and  that  is  the  principle  acted  on  in  the  public  institutions, 

fn  iSli?  ? -e  milltar7  and  1,1  othei'  hospitals.  I know  that  there  are  exceptional  cases 
*i  e p jysmian  and  Governors  of  this  institution  would  feel  themselves  prevented 

confid  “e  “Lm  SsSy?  0rdering  artioles  of  4iet-  tte? 

n0t  ™.ean‘bat,  meters  would  be  omitted  which  were  essential  for  the 
e?s?ntol  tlle  within  the  moderate  meaning  of  the  word.  For 
pi, vo  i 6J>  3's*cl.an  may  bave  a desire  to  try  an  experiment:  he  may  have  read  of  a 
cme  being  effected  m a certain  way,  either  in  mental  or  hodily  disease ; it  may  be  an 

« a a an41le  maI  consider  that  he  is  not  warranted,  in  an  institution  Kke  this, 
to  order  what  would  cost  much. 

mo^9.9what  vj  ^ CaSe.  a Physician  does  not  feel  warranted  in  trying  an  experi- 

patient  ?_ Yes  **  n<>t’  “ SUCh  & CaSe’  pursue  some  treatment  tending  to  the  cure  of  the 

Dn»g  amoge-  6900.  Do  the  inmates  of  the  establishment  dine  in  separate  apartments,  or  all  together  ? 
^hne  in  one  room,  and  the  women  in  another. 
gaTe  you  found  that  to  answer  ’—Exceedingly  well. 

BOO?'  Tt“S  14  leJ?  '““s  m operation  ?— Over  three  years. 

L • you  often  fi“a  patients  decline  to  go  and  dine  in  the  common  hall  ?— No ; we 

XS  "g1  one  person  that  rs  unwilling  at  present.  There  are  only  four  patients  in  the 
whole  house  that  do  not  dine  in  the  common  dining-hall,  and  only  one  of  them  from 
refusal  on  his  own  part.  b ’ J 

6904.  Do  you  obtain  sufficient  information  with  regard  to  the  previous  history  of  the 
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cases  received  into  this  asylum  ?-In  cases  of  parties  admitted  by  the  Board  we  generally 
do ; but  in  cases  of  parties  sent  m from  prisons  as  dangerous  lunatics  the  information  is  ™ 

very  meagre.  Kilkenny  District 

0905.  Is  the  portion  of  the  admission  paper  headed  “queries  ” in  any  case  furnished  for  T 
gaoi  lunatics  ?— No ; there  is  another  form  giving  some  statistical  information  sent.  eph  Eaior’  Esg'’ 

toS-Yes  y‘”1  laE‘  refeiTel  *e  committal  of  the 

690r.  Are  those  committals  sent  on  to  the  gaols?— Yes;  by  the  direction  of  the  “V* 

Inspectors  they  are  sent  now.  Originally,  at  the  opening  of  this  house,  they  were  not.  cases’ 

6908.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  other  medical  certificate  is  transmitted  with  a dan- 
gerous lunatic  to  the  gaol,  beyond  that  which  is  contained  in  this  form  exhibited  ?— There 
is  not.  The  affidavit  in  the  form  states,  that  a medical  man  was  called  in.  Wlien  I was 
physician  to  the  gaol,  that  form  which  I now  exhibit  was  used 

6909.  With  reference  to  ordinary  admissions,  is  there  any  rule  against  the  admission  of  Idiots  and  epileptics 

idiots  or  epileptics  ?-No  absolute  rule.  There  is  a general  understanding  that  idiots  or  P 

epileptics  shah  not  be  admitted  unless  there  is  insanity,  and  that  in  a dangerous  form 

combined  with  the  epilepsy.  ° ’ 

6910.  Bo  you  find  auy  difficulty  in  getting  patients  removed  mid®  the  obligation  signed  lUmaTdrfMttont, 
bythe  person  who  enters  into  the  bond  ?-No.  we  hove  not  experienced  uy  difficulty. 

Avery  large  proportion  of  the  parties  admitted  here  are  not  admitted  under  that  bond. 

Neither  the  gaol  nor  House  of  Industry  lunatics  were  admitted  on  any  such  bond. 

S9H  Tn  what  way  do  the  Board  ascertain  to  what  district  a lunatic  is  to  be  charged  ? The  - — „ 

The  Board  have  never  inquired  mto  it  here.  I lix  the  changeability ; that  lias  been  the  lunatics ; mode  I 
practice  here.  ° determining-  it. 

6912.  How  do  you  ascertain  the  changeability  ?— According  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
magistrate  who  signs  the  certificate,  whether  he  be  a city  or  a county  magistrate.  Tile 
magistrate  signs  the  certificate  that  the  party  is  a resident  in  the  comity  or  the  city  as  the 
case  may  be.  J J 

8913  Then  it  is  according  to  what  they  certify  ?— And  according  also  to  their  iurisdic- 
tion,  which  is,  to  a certain  extent,  evidence,  for  a city  magistrate  could  not  act  in  a county 
ease.  The > same  magistrate  signs  the  certificate  and  affidavit,  and  it  is  by  both  these  the 
changeability  is  settled. 

6914.  Supposing  a lunatic  belonging  to  the  county  Kilkenny  is  found  in  the  act  of 
committing  a crime,  or  about  to  commit  a crime,  and  is  liable  to  be  committed  under  the 
Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  and  that  case  comes  before  a city  magis- 
trate  on  which,  the  county  or  the  city,  would  you  charge  that  person?— In  case  of  a 
direct  application  being  made  here  for  admission,  if  the  certificate  was  signed  by  the 
churchwarden  and  that  the  magistrate  certified  that  he  belonged  to  the  city,  I would  charge 
nim  to  the  city.  ‘ 6 

. G915.  Although  the  body  of  the  certificate  stated  he  belonged  to  the  county? — I do  not 
tfimk  that  case  ever  arose. 

6916.  Supposing  it  did  arise  as  it  might  ? — I would  lay  the  case  before  the  Board. 

917.  Has  there  ever  been  an  investigation  as  to  cases  of  lunatics  in  this  asylum  Cases  of  lunatics 
o,  it  was  supposed,  were  not  properly  charged  to  the  county  to  which  they  belonged  ? — belonging  to  the 
there  was  not  by  the  Governors,  bnt  by  some  parties  in  the  city.  county  of  Kilkenny 

6918.  What  was  the  result  ? — The  result  was  this : It  was  ascertained  there  was  a ° arge  ° 1 e 01t^’ 
woman  who  belonged  to  the  county,  and  was  charged  to  the  city.  She  was  a dangerous 
unatic,  sent  in  from  the  city  gaol  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  She  is  still  charged 
o the  city,  and  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  remedy  for  it.  Another  case  was  pre- 
cisely similar’.  A woman  came  in  from  the  House  of  Correction,  and  was  classed  as  a 
apoi  u^tx  *unat*c>  an^  the  case  remained  charged  to  the  city  until  she  was  discharged, 
v Have  any  representations  ever  been  submitted  here  to  the  Board  of  Governors  Appointment  of 
■J tae  ex-ecutive  Government  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  addition  being  made  to  the  num-  additional  Governors 
ierof  ®ov®mo.?s  from  tlie  city?— Yes;  one  was  brought  before  the  Board  of  Governors  on  of 

__e  April,  1855.  The  consideration  was  postponed  from  that  day.  It  was  a 
nlA+?ri  i V,om  city  Grand  Jury  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  praying  him  to  appoint 
rtional  Governors.  On  the  following  board  day,  the  15th  May,  the  memorial  was 
‘ W*  ,e  the  Board,  and  this  minute  was  made : — “ That  the  gentlemen  mentioned 
m e memorial  are  unobjectionable,  and,  in  addition,  we  beg  to  name  Lord  James  Butler 
a dames  M.  Tidmarsh,  Esq.,  our  present  mayor.”  It  appears  from  that,  the  Board  of 
overnors  approved  of  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  and  recommended  two  additional 
names. 

6920.  Were  the  four  gentlemen  named  in  the  memorial  afterwards  appointed  ? — The 
vo  parties  recommended  in  the  minute,  Lord  James  Butler  and  James  M.  Tidmarsh, 
ere  appointed,  but  not  the  persons  named  in  the  memorial. 

Louis  Chapelier  Kincliela,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined.  Louis  C.  Kinchela, 

6999*  Jj-keheve  you  are  the  visiting  physician  of  the  asylum  ? — Yes,  since  it  opened.  Esq’’  M’D‘ 

. How  far  do  you  take  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  inmates  ? — So  far  as  Medical  duties, 
xi  . tLn§  W1*h  E)r.  Lalor,  and  agreeing  with  him  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  different  cases 
thafc  eome  under  our  notice. 

admission  ? ma^e  ^ a P°*n^  consider  the  case  of  each  patient  immediately  on  its 
6924.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  the  establishment  during  the  week.  ? — At  least  three 
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times  a week,  and  as  often  as  I am  sent  for,  or  as  often  as  I consider  there  is  a case  of 
serious  illness  requiring  my  attendance. 

6925.  Are  you  generally  accompanied  by  the  resident  physician  in  inspecting  the 
inmates? — Always. 

6920.  It  has  been  stated,  by  Dr.  Lalor,  that,  at  times,  you  are  both  in  the  habit  of  pre- 
scribing  for  the  same  patients  without  consulting  together  ? — That  is  accidental.  A case 
may  occur  between  the  days  of  my  attendance  for  which  Dr.  Lalor  prescribes,  then,  when 
I come,  we  will  speak  about  the  case;  or  I might  come  and  see  the  case,  and  give  a pre- 
scription— if  necessary,  the  patient  would  get  it  immediately,  or,  if  necessary,  the  case 
would  be  dealt  with  according  to  Dr.  Lalor’s  opinion. 

6927.  In  all  cases  would  you  inquire  what  treatment  had  been  pursued  by  Dr.  Lalor 
previous  to  giving  the  prescription  ? — Yes ; in  fact,  two  prescriptions  for  one  patient 
from  us,  is  a mere  accidental  thing. 

6928.  I suppose  you  prepared,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Lalor,  this  return,  from  which  it 
appears  that  126  inmates,  out  of  148  in  the  house  on  the  1st  January  last,  were  incur- 
able ? — I did  not  go  over  the  entire,  but  we  spoke  together  on  the  subject,  and  he  showed 
me  that  return.  I think,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  is  as  nearly  accurate  as  we  could  estimate. 

6929.  Do  you  consider  that  large  proportion  of  incurable  cases  is  owing  to  the  reason 
which  he  has  assigned,  the  number  of  chronic  cases  that  were  received  ? — Yes. 

6930.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  cases  of  applicants  for  admission  are  usually  of  con- 
siderable standing  before  the  friends  apply  to  have  them  admitted? — Not  invariably, 
they  sometimes  are  of  long  standing.  Sometimes  we  get  in  cases  that  are  quite  recent— 
not  more  than  a few  days  or  a month  affected.  That  is  so,  I think,  generally  in  cases  of 
dangerous  lunacy. 

6931.  Are  you  satisfied,  generally,  that  the  building  is  one  suited  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  erected  ? — I think  it  might  be  better  arranged ; but  it  has  answered  our 
purpose  up  to  the  present,  at  least,  judging  from  the  proportion  of  cures  and  the  pro- 
portion of  deaths.  There  is  a great  deficiency  in  the  water  pipage. 

6932.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  means  afforded,  generally,  for  the  medical  and  moral 
treatment  of  insanity? — Yes ; but,  I think,  the  moral  treatment  might  be  more  extended. 
There  might  be  more  amusement  for  the  patients  in  the  way  of  cheap  books,  a ball-alley 
for  the  men,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

6933.  What  classification  of  patients  is  made  ? — The  classification  we  have  here  has 
answered  very  well,  but  I do  not  put  it  up  as  a model.  In  fact,  there  are  only  two  classes 
here— those  that  are  refractory,  and  the  tranquil.  I think  there  ought  to  be  a third— 
a class  for  epileptics ; and  in  case  of  paying  patients  being  received,  I think  they  ought  to 
be  classed  together  too. 

6934.  Supposing  the  class  of  paj-ing  patients  received  to  be  those  who  could  merely  pay 
^en-  actual  maintenance  and  support,  would  you  advise,  that  they  should  be  treated 

differently  from  the  other  patients  ? — Not  unless  their  previous  circumstances  in  lif5 
rendered  it  necessary  to  do  so.  If  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  them  they  might,  of 
course,  be  classed  separately;  but  if  you  get  only  three,  four,  or  five,  ns  we  have  now,  it  is 
o sr  excePt  ^7  incurring  great  additional  expense,  to  make  a separate  class  of  them. 

. n035_.  1 imderstand  your  view  to  be,  that  if  a class  of  paying  patients  were  admitted 
into  this  establishment  whose  social  condition  differed  materially  from  that  of  the  general 
class  of  lunatics  received,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  mix  them  ? — I think  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  mix  them. 

6936.  Do  you  consider  it  would  have  a disadvantageous  effect  upon  their  chance  of 
Cllfino~T  would  have  a disadvantageous  effect  upon  those  persons  of  a superior  position. 

7 o S t*1  70ur  °pbiion  that  infirmaries,  to  be  used  as  such,  should  be  attached  to  each 
asylum  i — I should  say  so. 

b938.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  chaplains  being  attached  to  this 
establishment  c It  has  not  yet  come  under  my  notice  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  the  subject..  There  are  some  cases  in  which  I should  expect  considerable 
benefit  from  then-  ministrations.  On  the  other  hand,  I think  there  are  cases  in  which 
their  ministrations  are  without  any  result  at  all.  In  the  case  of  a patient  driven  to 
insanity  by  misfortune  or  calamities,  or  such  external  influences,  and  without  organic 
disease,  1 think  their  ministrations  are  likely  to  be  attended  with  a beneficial  effect;  hut 
it  organic  disease  existed,  I would  not  expect  much  benefit  from  such  ministrations.  In 
tact,  we  have  here  two  or  three  of  the  most  violent  patients,  who  are  religiously  disposed, 

and  deeply  read  m religious  matters. 

C0Ils.^.er  fhere  will  always  be  a considerable  portion  of  the  inmates  who 
might  benefit  by  religious  ministrations  ?— Yes,  a considerable  portion,  but  not  the 
majority;  that  is  ip  a place  where  you  have  so  many  chronic  cases  as  we  have  in  this 
hospital.  In  such  a place  I do  not  think  you  can  ever  have  the  majority  benefited  by 
16  coT?SwL.niSt-ra^0nS  ’ k-ut.  ^ere  always  be  a certain  proportion  benefited. 

^ What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  incurable  cases  being  treated  in  a 
separate  building,  though  immediately  adjoining  the  institution? — That  involves  the 
expense  of  an  additional  building,  and  the  expense  of  an  additional  staff.  These  aie  very 
great  objections  to  the  arrangement. 

6941.  Medically,  do  you  see  an  objection  to  those  lunatics  being  kept  apart,  and 
separate  from  others? — No,  I do  not  see,  medically,  any  objection  to  it.  I do  not  see 
that  they  are.  likely  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it.  They  are  generally  put  with  the 
refractory  patientB,  who  are  not  influenced  by  their  state. 
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6942.  Supposing  it  to  become  known  to  the  lunatics,  if  they  were  removed  to  another  Kilkenny. 

building,  that  it  was  one  tor  the  reception  of  incurable  patients,  do  you  consider  that  

knowledge  would  operate  injuriously  upon  them  ?— On  some  it  would;  for  we  have  some 
incurable  cases  here  who  have  still  a sufficient  amount  of  intellect  to  have  some  sense  to  T • r T'  n 
a certain  extent,  and  the  idea  of  being  shut  up  as  incurable,  in  a place  they  were  never  Esq'  ’ 

to  leave,  would  act  unfavourably  upon  them.  It  would  destroy  any  chance  they  mmht 

otherwise  have.  Upon  the  others  that  would  have  no  effect  whatever. 


James  M.  Tidmarsh, 


James  M.  Tidmarsh,  Esq.,  t.c.,  sworn  and  examined. 

6943.  You  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum  ? — I am. 

6944.  Are  there  any  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners,  or  any 

points  you  desire  to  call  then  attention  to?— Yes.  The  first  is  the  appointment  of  Appointment  of 
Governors.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  parties  who  have  to  supply  the  funds  for  the  support  Governors, 
of  these  institutions  and  their  inmates,  ought  to  have  a voice  in  the  selection  of  the 
Governors.  I think  that  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  and  of  the  city,  or  the  Corpora- 
tion, ought,  as  in  the  case  of  Boards  of  Superintendence,  to  have  the  appointment  of  a 
certain  number  of  Governors,  to  attend  here  from  assizes  to  assizes,  in  order  to  represent 
the  Grand  Juries,  both  of  the  city  and  of  the  county,  on  the  Board. 

6945.  Do  you  consider  that  any  proportion  of  the  Governors  should  still  be  appointed 
by  the  Executive  Government?— I should  have  no  objection  to  that,  but  they  should  be  in 
addition  to  those  appointed  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  each  assizes,  from  the  panel,  to  attend 
to  their  interests  here,  and  watch  over  the  expenditure  of  the  money  which  those  bodies 
are  exclusively  called  upon  to  supply. 

6946.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  being  Question  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  ? — I do  not  see  any  objection  to  it ; so  far  as  I am  aware  here  Inspectors  being 
concerning  the  Inspectors,  they  have  always  acted  very  fairly,  and  afforded  valuable  infer-  SJjS*"  of 
mation  on  the  subjects  on  which  their  advice  was  required. 

6947.  Do  you  consider  that  their  duties  should  be  limited  merely  to  attendance,  as  in 
the  case  of  Poor  Law  Inspectors  ? — I do  not  think  so.  I have  seen  no  ill  consequence 
arise  from  giving  them  a voice  at  the  Board.  I have  not  seen  them  exercise  their  autho- 
rity in  any  way  to  clash  with  the  interests  of  the  institution  or  the  wishes  of  the  Board. 

Without  intending  to  disparage  the  appointment  of  Governors  now  existing,  I think  it 
right  to  state  that  I do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Lalor,  that  the  attendance  of  Governors  was 
regular.  I know  that,  in  more  than  one  case,  Dr.  Lalor  was  obliged  to  send  for  a 
Governor  to  make  a Board  here.  The  next  point  I would  refer  to  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  funds  are  raised  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  this  institution. 

6948.  Would  you  desire  any  change  in  the  chargeability  of  the  lunatic  poor  ?— I would.  Changeability  of  the 

I think  that  in  the  applications  for  admission  to  this  institution,  the  persons  designate  lnnat,c  P°°r ; Pa7- 
themselves  paupers ; and  I do  not  see  why  there  should  he  a law  for  levying  the  funds  by 

for  the  support  of  the  persons  admitted  as  paupers  into  this  institution  different  from  the 

law  which  exists  in  the  case  of  paupers  in  poorhouses.  I think  it  is  unfair  to  call  upon 
the  occupiers  in  the  county  and  city  exclusively  to  support  this  institution.  I conceive 
that  the  landlords  should  be  called  on  to  pay  their  share  for  the  support  of  the  estab- 
lishment, in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  obliged  to  do  for  poor  law  purposes. 

6949.  Plave  not  the  existing  contracts,  as  regards  land,  been  made  with  the  knowledge 
that  this  rate  was  payable  by  the  occupier? — I must  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  rate  has  been  only  very  recently  levied  off  the  county  and  city.  It  might  have  been, 
to  some  extent,  before,  but  not  to  the  enormous  extent  that  it  is  at  present;  and,  as  far  as 
I see  things  going  on  now,  the  tax  will  increase  very  much.  Many  persons,  when  taking 
land,  did  not  calculate  on  having  to  pay  so  large  a tax  for  the  support  of  this  institution. 

6950.  Previously  to  the  erection  of  this  asylum,  did  not  the  county  and  city  of  Kilkenny 
belong  to  the  Carlow  district  ? — Yes  ; but  the  sum  then  levied  was  very  inconsiderable. 

6951.  Was  there  not  a rate  also  levied  for  the  lunatics  in  the  House  of  Industry? — Yes. 

6952.  Then  there  is  an  increase,  and  not  a new  rate? — Yes,  an  enormous  increase.  Cost  of  criminal 
With  respect  to  the  chargeability  of  criminal  lunatics,  my  impression  is  that  the  State  lunatics- 
ought  to  support  them. 

6953.  Are  not  criminal  lunatics  in  the  Dun  drum  Central  Asylum  maintained  by  the 
State? — No, .not  all.  There  is  a person  here  charged  with  a crime  fo'r  which  he  would  he 
transported  if  sane,  but  he  got  off  on  a plea  of  lunacy,  and  therefore  he  is  charged  upon 
us,  because  he  did  not  go  through  the  ordeal  of  a trial. 

6954.  Was  the  lunatic  committed  for  the  crime,  or  as  a dangerous  lunatic  ? — He  was 
committed  for  the  crime. 

6955.  Are  you  aware  that  the  law  provides  that  such  a lunatic  maybe  maintained  in  the 
Central  Criminal  Asylum  ? — I am  not  aware  that  is  the  case. 

, 6956.  Bias  not  this  asylum  been  erected  at  the  cost  of  the  county  and  the  county  of  the  Erection  of  Asylum, 
city  of  Kilkenny  ? — It  has ; but  I may  add,  it  was  erected  without  ever  consulting  them 
as.  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  incurred  by  such  erection,  which  I also  consider  a gross 
injustice. 

6957.  You  consider  that  the  local  ratepayers  should  have  a voice  as  to  the  propiiety.  New  Asylums  or  ad- 
or  otherwise,  of  the  erection  of  the  asj'lum,  and  also  a control  over  the  building  in  reference  dition.aI  buildings; 
to  its  construction  ? — Yes.  I think  it  is  wrong  that  the  Government — as  very  likely  they  controTover°tlie 
May  do  in  this  instance,  if  gentlemen  report  the  institution  is  not  equal  to  the  wants  of  expenditure  and 
the  district — that  they  should  direct  an  additional  building  to  be  erected  without  even  construction, 
consulting  the  persons  who  are  obliged  to  supply  the  money.  I consider  that  an  injustice. 
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Kmusirar.  6958.  Would  you  give  the  Government  any  power  of  causing  such  additional  build* 

Kilkenny  District  ^ejrected  in  the  event  of  the  local  authorities  ^refusing  to  do  so,  when  such  build!*11 


appeared  necessary  ? — I know  the  constitution  of  the  men  who  take 


ung 

an  active  part  in 


James  M.  Tidmarsh,  public  matters  in  this  county  and  city,  and  if  it  was  shown  to  them  that  such  a thine 
Es<1-  required  where  humanity  was  concerned,  I doubt  very  much  that  they  would  refnl  J 

provide  what  was  called  for-  be 


to 


6959.  Supposmg  the  county  of  Kilkenny  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  was  ™ 
necessity  for  an  additional  building,  and  the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  be  of  a different  onininii 
how  would  you  decide?— I will  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  what  should  be  done  then  ’ 


Suggestion  that  tlie 
cost  of  the  Asylum 
and  the  inmates 
should  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  poor-rate. 


The  repayment  of 
the  advances  from 
the  Consolidated 
Fund. 


Proposed  removal 
harmless  cases  to 
workhouses. 


6960.  Is  not  that  a difficulty  that  might  arise  in  any  district  comprising  more  than 
county  ?— It  might ; but  I think  if  it  is  shown  that  an  additional  building  is  recmiverl 
neither  the  county  nor  the  city  of  Kilkenny  would  refuse  to  sanction  its  erection  H ’ 

6961.  Am  I to  understand  you  as  suggesting  that  the  maintenance  of  this  establishment 

should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  poor-rate  ? — Precisely.  ‘ 

6962.  That  is  a rate  levied  upon  the  several  unions  in  the  county? — Yes,  and  of  the  cit 

6963.  Are  the  unions  all  conterminous  with  the  county  ? — I think  there  is  one  which 

is  not  conterminous  with  the  boundaries  of  the  county — that  is,  the  union  of  Callan.  I 
only  speak  of  the  principle,  and  I am  not  conversant  with  the  details,  and  therefore  cannot 
go  into  them.  06 

6964.  In  case  of  a union  belonging  partly  to  another  county  and  partly  to  the  countv 
Kilkenny,  how  would  you  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  an  establishment  and  for  the 
reception  of  paupers  from  a district,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  contribute  to  the  main- 
tenance of  that  house  ?— If  I live  in  the  county  Tipperary,  and  you  show  me  that  a lunatic 
from  my  quarter  of  the  county  is  supported  here,  I will  have  no  objection  to  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  that  lunatic.  That,  I think,  could  be  easily  arranged. 

6905.  You  consider  such  arrangement  could  be  made  without  doing  any  injustice?— 
Not  only  without  doing  injustice,  but  with  great  advantage. 

6960.  Are  you  aware  that  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  this  institution  are  at  present 
advanced  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  repaid  by  the  counties  ? — Yes. 

6907.  They  are  repaid  by  imperative  presentment,  I believe  ?— Yes,  at  each  assizes 
. 69 G8-  would  you  enable  the  money  to  be  recovered  from  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
m an  equally  imperative  manner?— I cannot  exactly  answer  that,  which  is  also  a matter  of 
detail.  I mere  y say  tlie  expense  ought  to  be  so  provided  for.  With  respect  to  the  accommo- 
dation in  this  house,  I think  that  further  accommodation  could  be  provided  in  the  building 
as  it  is  constituted,  without  putting  the  county  or  the  city  to  any  further  expense.  For 
instance,  I have  ascertained  that  there  are  at  present  in  this  institution  nearly  thirty  idiots, 
or  harmless  lunatics ; and  I am  of  opinion  that  now  that  our  workhouses  are  becoming 
almost  empty,  a portion  of  those  workhouses  might  be  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  those 
idiots  or  harmless  lunatics,  who  could  be  supported  there  at  half  the  cost  that  now  falls 
upon  the  count y and  city  for  them.  Their  maintenance  would  also  come  under  what  I 
f t?1  *5®. P°or-ra!e  sys.te“*  If  that  were  done,  you  would  create  vacancies 
in  the  house  for  the  thirty- one  lunatics  in  the  workhouses  and  gaols.  The  chances  are,  by 
making  room  for  those  lunatics  who  would  come  here  under  the  charge  of  the  resident 
manager,  that  those  persons  now  locked  up  in  the  county  gaol  might  be  cured.  At  our 
meeting  yesterday  we  ascertained  that  there  was  only  one  vacancy. 

6969.  Is  it  not  likely  that  many  of  the  lunatics  to  whom  you  have  referred,  if  removed 
JL  / m0!1136’  T°uld  expos,ed  to  annoyances  from  the  other  inmates?— I intend  that 
thrift  put  +part(,  fromTthem;  ^ It  would  be  an  injustice  to  the  other  inmates  to 
*utwo  classes  together.  I would  say  that  a large  proportion  of  accommodation,  quite 
thls  c,lass  of  harmless  lunatics,  might  be  afforded  in  the  workhouses,  giving 
T?  &r  eX!f1S,e  \ a.nd  they  could  also  get  a proper  dietary  there, 
inmates  H°W  ^ 1)1163  attended  m tile  workhouses  ?— They  are  mixed  up  with  the  other 

no+69Jt^i?Pn^er^n°^eparatnlunatic  wds?.-1  ^lieve  1 ^ correct  in  stating  there  are 
fi97QP-r  •.  ' r'  .aae  glve  y°n  any  information  on  that  subject  you  may  require. 

defmttZfU  rr  ?!  r/kh0"se  w<mld  be  01  nil  » place  suitable  for  the 
detention  of  the  curable  lunatics  ?— I do  not  think  it  is. 

6973.  Does  that  opinion  extend  also  to  gaols  ?— Certainly. 

S2K?“o.S?''  Soler‘  C*™,  E«4-.  m.d.,  F.R.c.s.1.,  sworn  and  examined. 

Co^attn  SZJ"  °f  the  T"“  0™“a  °f  am  an  alderman  of  tie 

citv?75i^m  Pl0feT?allJr'  ™tb  institutions  of  the  county  and 

Reprnent.ttan  of  6976  Cl “d  0lt?,  P™ons,  and  to  the  Kilkenny  workhouse, 

the  city  of  Kilkenny  ‘ , . «.  . . , 0 ~ e P.ow.u  Council  of  Kilkenny,  are  there  any  suggestions  you 

on  the  Board  of  would  wish  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  on  this  inquiry  ? There  are  If  it the  i mures- 

G.m.  Bren  of  myself  and  the  memhors  of  the  Corporation, ’Zt  the  SZf  KUtayTnot 

Sgthia  iuSf*  r f Kdka"V  as  a t“-pa?iBg  body  largely  contributing  to  the 
Sfte  maZ '.w IT’  hlTe  a >“«“  presentation  on  the8  Board 

to  he  rneZZo  P k h f intliled  to  b?  0 member  by  his  office.  I think  there  ought 
have  to  present  for  the' tael Oorpol'atl™'  11180  members  of  the  Grand  Jury,  who 
6977.  Supposing  a representative  character  to  be  given,  which  they  do  not  at  present 
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possess,  to  the  Boards  of  Governors,  would  you  see  any  objection  to  the  nomination  of  a Kilkenny 

fixed  number  by  tbe  Executive  Government  ?— I think  the  local  body  would  be  more  

competent  to  do  that,  they  being  men  having  a knowledge  of  the  district  and  of  Kilkenny  District 
matters  of  taxation,  than  the  Government.  The  Corporation  look  with  alarm  to  the  Asyh‘m' 
contemplated  measure  of  building  an  addition  to  this  house:  and  we  consider  that  the  „ * °“e; 

number  in  the  asylum  might  be  considerably  diminished  by  transferring  from  it  to  the  

workhouse  such  cases  as  are  considered  incurable  and  harmless. 

6978.  Is  there  an  addition  to  this  asylum  really  in  contemplation  ?— It  is  spoken  of,  The  Asylum  „*om- 
more  I would  say  by  public  rumour,  rather  than  because  of  the  deliberations  of  anv  body  modation ; sug- 
on  the  subject.  In  tbc  way  I have  just  suggested  the  necessity  for  enlarging  this  house  ,geste?  rcnj0Tai  of 
would  be  got  rid  of,  and  accommodation  would  be  made  for  the  class  that®  a®e  at  present  feSthtS’”' 
allowed  to  lie  m the  prisons  of  the  neighbourhood— an  exceedingly  objectionable  arrange-  workho"s‘'*. 
ment — in  consequence  of  there  being  a want  of  accommodation  here. 

(5979.  You  consider  there  is  a class  of  lunatics  who  might,  with  due  regard  to  humanity 
and  their  chance  of  cure,  be  removed  to  the  workhouse?— Not  with  a view  to  cure-  but 
being  pronounced  to  be  incurable  cases  here,  and  harmless,  they  could  be  as  well  cared  in 
the  workhouse  as  in  this  asylum ; and  their  removal  would  create  vacancies  for  a class 
now  neglected  from  a want  of  accommodation — the  class  left  lying  in  the  prisons. 

6980.  Would  you  consider  it  right  that  they  should  be  attended  by  paid  servants  in  the 
workhouses,  or  by  the  other  paupers  ? — I should  say,  decidedly  by  paid  servants,  and  kept 
apart  from  the  other  inmates.  I have  a great  objection  to  unpaid  sen-ants  for  such  people 
The  other  suggestion  from  the  Corporation  is,  that  the  tax  for  tbe  maintenance  of  this 
house  should  be  levied  after  the  manner  of  the  poor-rate,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Tidmarsh 
either  directly,  as  a part  of  the  rate,  or  upon  some  other  principle  introduced  into  the  Act 
of  Parliament  regulating  it  in  a manner  similar  to  the  poor-rate. 

0981.  Do  you  consider  that,  in  the  event  of  snob  an  alteration  of  tbe  law,  the  lunatic  How  tie  tactic, 
siiould  be  charged  upon  an  electoral  division  or  a union  ?— I consider  that  he  should  be  should  be  charged, 
charged  upon  the  district  from  which  he  came.  In  many  cases  the  patients  sent  in  here 
come  from  other  counties.  They  are  committed  first,  as  lunatics,  to  prison,  and  are  after- 
wards sent  in  here  by  peremptory  order  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  There  was  a suggestion 
made  by  the  PIou.  Mr.  Wantlesforde  which  I consider  important  and  valuable,  and  I may 
be  allowed  to  express  my  opinion  with  reference  to  it— that  is,  that  the  relieving  officers 
should  be  parties  to  signing  the  certificates  for  admission  into  this  house.  I believe  the  The  admission  of 
relieving  officer  signing  the  certificate  would  be  attended  with  this  invariably  good  result-  Patients;  informa* 
a class  of  people  get  in  here  who  are  unquestionably,  either  themselves  or  their  friends!  t0 

aole  to  pay ; and  the  most  perfect  and  complete  check  upon  that  would  be  tbe  relieving 
officer,  whose  position  would  enable  him  to  discover  the  means  of  the  parties.  I know 
that  persons  are  frequently  sent  in  from  the  county  prison  who  could  pay. 

6982.  I presume  that  a considerable  difficulty  must  arise,  particularly  if  the  attendance  of 
Governors  here  is  so  small,  in  obtaining  any  very  accurate  information  as  to  what  are  the 
means  of  the  relatives  or  friends  of  lunatics?— I should  say  it  chiefly  rests  with  the  manager 
of  the  institution  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries,  and  lie  cannot  be  always  satisfactorily 
informed.  Of  course,  if  a case  comes,  as  the  great  majority  of  cases  do,  direct  upon  the 
order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  manager  has  no  option  but  to  receive  the  person. 

6983.  In  the  case  to  which  you  refer,  of  a lunatic  sent  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieuten-  The  committed  of 
ant,  the  Board  have  no  discretion  as  to  his  admission? — None,  that  I am  aware  of.  dangerous 
There  is  only  one  other  suggestion  I would  venture  to  offer,  as  physician  to  the  prisons — U"a  cs‘ 

that  really  the  old  mode  of  committing  lunatics  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  that  is,  committing 
by  two  magistrates  on  a medical  certificate.  It  was  never  contemplated  under  the  new 
Act,  that  should  remain  in  force.  The  forms  appeal-  to  me  to  be  precisely  tbe  same  for 
the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  Men  are  committed. in  an  exceedingly  loose  manner.  The 
case  is  brought  before  the  dispensary  medical  man,  or  other  physician;  he  sees  him 
casually  for  a few  moments,  finds  him  out  of  his  mind,  and  gives  a certificate.  Accordingly 
the  man  is  taken  before  the  magistrate,  and  upon  a sworn  information  that  the  party 
probably  gave  a blow  of  a stone,  or  otherwise  struck  somebody,  be  is  committed  as  a 
dangerous  lunatic.  He  gets  well  in  a few  days  after  coming  to  tbe  asylum;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  really  dangerous  lunatic  is  delayed,  although  if  there  is  to  be  any  hope 
for  his  cure,  the  sooner  he  is  treated  the  better. 

6984.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  usual  for  parties  to  be  accused  of  being  dangerous 
lunatics  with  a view  to  their  committal  to  prison,  in  order  that  they  may  he  the  more 
readily  sent  to  this  asylum  ? — I have,  no  doubt  of  that  being  the  fact. 

6985.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  state  of  the  law  under  which  districts  are  created,  and  The  formation  of 
asylums  erected  now,  without  reference  to  the  local  ratepayers  ? — I am  satisfied  that,  in  <Hst“uts  ®nd  tlie 

case,  the  asylum  was  necessary;  but  I would  prefer  the  local  parties  having  a voice  eroctlonof  Asylu,us- 
ln  the  arrangements. 

6986.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country  generally,  and  from  your  experience,  are  you  Anxic-ty  of  the  people 

of  opinion  that  there  is  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  poor  generally  to  send  their  generally  to  have 
lunatic  friends  or  relatives  to  the  district  lunatic  asylum  ? — Decidedly  not ; there  is  the  jSSJuteflinto 
greatest  anxiety  to  get  them  into  it.  the  Asylum. 

6987.  Do  you  think  that,  from  feelings  of  attachment,  and  soforth,  it  is  usual  for  them 
to  retain  the  lunatic  members  of  their  families  in  their  homes,  till  the  cases  have  ceased 
*o  be  recent  cases,  and  have  become  chronic  ? — I think  not ; I think  there  is  an  early 
anxiety  displayed  to  have  the  proper  remedies  applied. 

6988.  Supposing  paying  patients  to  be  admitted  into  this  establishment  generally, 
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would  you,  as  a professional  man,  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  any  distinction 
between  them  and  the  other  patients — that  they  should  be  kept  apart  from  or  treated  with 
the  others  ? — That  should  be  a question  for  the  manager,  having  reference  to  particular 
cases : I do  not  think  it  would  he  advisable  to  lay  down  any  general  principle.  There  are 
cases  it  might  be  advantageous  to  treat  with  the  other  patients,  and  others  that  it  would 
be  well  to  treat  separately.  I am  of  opinion  that  paying  patients  ought  to  be  admitted 
here. 

6989.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  is  a considerable  class  who,  though  not  paupers 
yet  are  not  sufficiently  affluent  to  be  enabled  to  support  their  lunatic  relatives  in  private 
asylums? — I am  quite  satisfied  there  is  a very  large  class  who  might  be  able  to  afford 
from  .£20  to  £00  a year,  and  who  cannot  afford  from  £80  to  £100  a year,  which  are 
about  the  sums  charged  in  the  leading  private  establishments.  They  could  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  same  care  and  treatment  they  would  receive  here  for  less  than  about  £80 
or  £100  a year  in  private  asylums. 

6990.  Does  the  Kilkenny  workhouse  contain  any  lunatic  wards  ? — No. 

0991.  There  is  no  particular  part  of  the  building,  therefore,  appropriated  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  insane  ? — We  have  no  absolutely  mischievous  lunatic  in  the  house.  We  have 
cases  of  mental  debility  connected  with  epilepsy,  and  we  have  idiocy ; but  those  cases  are 
treated  iu  the  infirm  wards.  They  are  treated  as  such;  and  when  labouring  under  bodily 
disease,  become  hospital  patients. 

6992.  Do  you  consider  that  the  workhouse  affords  the  means  of  treating  lunacy  in  a 
curative  manner? — I should  say  not,  under  the  present  system;  and  I would  only  con- 
template that  it  should  be  made  available  for  the  incurable  cases — cases  of  idiocy,  that 
are  harmless. 

6993.  But  at  present  there  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  law  which  prevents  incurable 
lunatics  being  detained  in  workhouses? — Certainly  not.  In  the  building  of  poorhouses 
there  were  lunatic  wards  provided. 

6994.  In  the  event  of  a portion  of  the  workhouse  being  appropriated  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  incurable  lunatics,  do  you  think  that  the  removal  of  the  incurable  cases  to  such 
an  establishment,  from  the  asylum,  would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  lunatics  ?— 
They  are  generally  cases  not  likely  to  be  damaged  in  that  way,  being  hopeless  cases,  generally 
of  weak  intellect,  and  not  capable  of  appreciating  the  meaning  of  such  a proceeding.  Dr. 
James,  my  colleague  as  jibysician  to  the  workhouse,  quite  concurs  with  me  that  such  cases 
could  be  taken  cave  of,  in  a proper  manner,  in  the  workhouse. 

6995.  Supposing  the  arrangement  to  which  yon  refer  to  he  carried  out,  by  which  the 
incurable  anil  harmless  lunatics  might  he  removed  to  the  workhouse,  would  you  leave  a 
discretion  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  workhouse  as  to  the  dietary  of  those  inmates? 
— Certainly ; their  dietary  and  management  should  he  altogether  under  the  control  of  the 
physician  of  the  workhouse. 

6996.  The  ordinary  dietary  of  paupers  would  not,  in  many  cases,  be  suitable  for  those 
persons? — Certainly  not. 

6997.  Are  the  lunatics  detained  in  gaols  usually  attended  by  the  prisoners  ? — Yes. 

6998.  Is  not  that  objectionable? — Decidedly. 

6999.  Have  you  found  that  it  is  usually  the  worst  class  of  prisoners  who  can  he  induced 
to  take  the  charge  of  lunatics  ? — Any  prisoner  the  governor  appoints  for  that  duly  is 
obliged  to  do  it.  . There  never  has  been  a difficulty  in  that  respect.  The  ordinary  rest 
of  the  prisoners  is  interfered  with  by  such  duties. 

7000.  Is  any  separate  ward  appropriated  for  lunatics  ? — We  have  been  obliged,  in  the 
county  prison,  to  allocate  a room  for  the  purpose,  in  which  two  or  three  caretakers  are 
left  in  charge. 

7001.  Have  any  accidents  occurred? — None  of  a very  serious  character;  but  I have 
seen  some  very  ugly  cuts  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  other  prisoners,  and  upon  keepers. 

7002.  Is  any  mechanical  restraint  practised  in  the  gaol? — Not  generally;  but  there  are 
some  cases  in  which,  owing  to  a want  of  proper  arrangements,  they  are  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  it. 

, 7003.  Are  those  means  of  mechanical  restraint  in  the  custody  of  the  governor,  or  left 
with  the  attendants  ?— They  are  in  custody  of  the  governor,  and  used  only  upon  his  order 
and  that  of  the  physician. 

7004.  Is  mechanical  restraint  practised  in  the  workhouse? — It  is  not.  If  a lunatic 
appears  in  the  workhouse  to  be  refractory  and  to  require  such,  he  is  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  the  prison  or  to  the  asylum. 

William  Lanigan , Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

. 7005.  Are  you  a Governor  of  the  asylum  ? — An  cx-nfficio  Governor  for  the  past  year,  in 
right  of  my  office  as  Mayor ; during  which  time  I must  say  that  my  experience,  while 
acting  as  Governor,  would  go  to  prove  that  the  attendance  of  the  Governors  was  any 
thing  at  all  but  satisfactory. 

7006.  How  many  usually  attend? — I was  sent  for  on  two  or  three  occasions,  and  being 
compelled  to  remain  at  other  duties,  the  two  Governors  who  were  here  had  to  leave  without 
doing  any  business — the  Lord  Bishop  of  Ossory  and,  I think,  Mr.  Tidmarsh,  on  one 
occasion. 

7007.  Have  you  generally  found  more  than  three  attend  the  Board?— Only  on  two 
occasions,  when  there  were  five.  One  occasion  was  when  a.notice  of  motion  was  given  by  ML 
Tidmarsh,  that  the  press  should  be  admitted  to  report  the  proceedings.  On  that  occasion, 
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unfortunately,  three  of  the  Governors  voted  against  two  for  the  exclusion  of  the  press. 

The  ratepayers  of  Kilkenny  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  press  ought  to  be 
admitted,  and  that  the  ratepayers  ought  to  know  how  their  money  is  disposed  of.  They 
also  consider  that  the}'  have  an  undoubted  right  to  have  more  than  one  representative  on 
the  Board.  I hold  in  my  hand  a list  of  thirty  of  the  Governors  for  the  year  ending  March, 

1850,  and  there  are  but* four  of  them  resident  in  the  city;  and  I must  say,  that  were  it 
not  for  the  attendance  of  some  of  the  four,  there  would  be  no  Board.  On  several  occasions, 

Dr.  Lalor  has  been  obliged  to  send  round  his  horse  and  car,  and  his  man,  who  is  one  of 
the  keepers,  to  try  and  get  Governors  for  a meeting. 

7008.  Are  no  more  than  four  of  the  Governors  connected,  by  property,  with  the  city  of 
Kilkenny? — Oh,  yes,  there  are;  but  there  are  gentlemen  on  Gris  list  who  have  never 
entered  this  room,  or  been  in  the  asylum. 

7000.  Would  you  recommend  that  non-attendance  for  one  year  should  disqualify  from 
holding  the  office  the  succeeding  year? — I would,  strongly.  I would  say  that  a gentleman, 
holding  correct  views,  who  coulcl  not  attend,  ought  to  send  in  his  resignation  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  He  has  no  right  to  hold  the  place  and  not  discharge  the  duties. 

7010.  I believe,  practically,  there  is  no  limitation  of  the  number  of  Governors  ? — I do  The  chargeability  of 
not  know.  I am  equally  ignorant  with  regard  to  the  chargeability  of  lunatics.  I had  to  ^ hjw-  abuses 
deal  with  lunatics  during  my  year  of  office  as  mayor,  and  1 could  not  discover  the  state  of  e ‘ ’ 

the  law  on  the  subject.  For  example,  a person,  a destitute  lunatic,  is  admitted  into  the 
Gallon  Union  Workhouse,  which  we  will  take  as  an  illustration  ; there  are  pails  of  that 
union  in  the  county  Tipperary;  the  person  who  became  lunatic  was  from  one  of  the  elec- 
toral divisions  in  the  comity  Tipperary;  hut  he  became  lunatic  in  the  Gallon  Union  Work- 
house,  ergo  he  was  admitted  into  this  asylum. 

7011.  Would  it  not  have  been  competent  for  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Kilkenny 
asylum  to  reject  that  ease  ? — I do  not  consider  myself  competent  to  answer  that  question. 

I am  quite  at  sea  as  to  what  the  law  is  with  respect  to  the  chargeability  of  lunatics. 

7012.  Are  you  aware  that,  iu  the  case  referred  to,  the  lunatic  was  a dangerous  lunatic, 
sent  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — That  may  he  the  case.  I would  be  glad  to  know  if  there 
he  any  law  settling  the  chargeability  of  a pauper  lunatic. 

7013.  Are  you  aware  that  part  of  the  maintenance  of  the  house,  and  of  the  lunatics,  falls 
upon  the  county  at  large? — I am  well  aware  of  that;  hut  I am  equally  aware  that  persons 
who  have  been  sojourning  only  for  a short  time  within  the  county’,  and  who,  for  forty  years  x 
before  resided  outside  the  county,  have  been  admitted  into  the  asylum,  and  charged  upon 
the  county  and  city  of  Kilkenny,  There  are  cases  I could  name  whose  sojourn  was  very 
short  within  the  city  boundaries,  and  who  became  insane,  and  receiving  the  necessary 
medical  certificate,  were  admitted  into  the  asylum  at  our  charge.  This  we  consider  a very 
great  hardship.  The  county  prison  has  been  made  use  of — lamentable  as  it  may  be  to 
make  such  a statement,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  true — by  parties  well  able  to  maintain  their 
relatives,  to  get  them  into  this  asylum.  A father  or  a brother  will  get  the  necessary  docur 
ment  signed,  and  get  the  person  admitted  into  the  county  prison  as  a dangerous  lunatic, 
thereby  taking  it  altogether  out  of  the  power  of  the  Governors  to  require  payment  from 
them,  or  to  exercise  any  control  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  the  case.  Governors 
here  are  aware  of  a case  admitted  during  the  past  year.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
father  is  in  affluence — a man  with  300  acres  of  land,  and  80  or  120  milch  cows.  His 
son  was  admitted  here  as  a pauper  lunatic,  through,  the  gaol,  coming  in  as  a dangerous 
lunatic.  At  first  he  thought  to  get  him  admitted  by  the  Governors;  hut  the  Governors 
said  not,  unless  he  paid  for  his  support.  The  parties  went  outside  and  consulted,  and 
hesitated,  and  finally  would  not  accede  to  the  requirement  of  the  Governors.  They,  then 
took  this  step,  which  they  knew  they  could  take,  of  getting  the  party  committed  to  prison, 
which  they  were  aware  would  prevent  the  Governors  exercising  any  power  whatever  over 
the  admission.  He  was  committed  as  a dangerous  lunatic,  and  then  sent  in  here  under 
warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  There  are  other  persons  here,  certified  as  being  paupers 
by  parties  who  did  not  take  the  necessary  amount  of  care  they  ought  to  have  taken:  in: 
making  the  requisite  inquiries-  It  turns  out  those  parties  have  some  means,  either  money 

in  bank  or  some  small  income ; or,  if  they  have  it  not  themselves,  their  friends  have  it  for 
them.  There  was  one  case  lately  admitted  here,  a woman  described  as  a pauper  lunatic, 
and  certified  as  such  by  one  of  the  churchwardens  and  a magistrate.  I was  very  much 
surprised  on  reading  the  certificate,  knowing  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact.  I waited  upon 
both  gentlemen,  and  mentioned  that  they  had  subscribed  their  names  to  what  was  not 
exactly  correct;  and  I believe  the  Board  have  since  got  a bond  of  indemnity  for  her  main- 
tenance for  six  years,  at  ^20  a year.  She  was  always  a resident  of  Castlecomer,  ten  miles 
from  the  city  of  Kilkenny.  She  came  into  the  city,  resided  here  for  a short  time,  went  to 
Wexford  town,  resided  there  for  six  or  seven  months,  became  insane  there,  was  sent  here 
by  her  friends,  who  of  course  thought  to  get  her  in  as  a pauper  lunatic,  although  they  held 
i-200  or  so  of  her  money. 

7014.  In  what  way  would  you  provide  for  such  a case  ? — I would  hesitate  to  answer 
that  question.  I think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  assimilating  the  law  as  to  the 
chargeability  of  lunatics  to  that  of  the  poor  law. 

7015.  You  are  aware,  as  regards  the  poor  law,  that  the  liability  of  the  parent  for  the 
child  ceases  when  the  child  reaches  a certain  age? — Yes;  great  injustice  has  been,  done  in 
the  way  I state.  We  have  complained  bitterly,  and  I think  justly  that  the  entire  cost  of 
maintaining  this  institution  should  fall  upon  the  rated  occupiers.  A large  number  of  the 

present  inmates  of  this  house  were  inmates  of  the  workhouse.  No  year  has  passed  by  Admission  of  pauper 
that  two,  or  probably  three,  have  not  been  sent  here  from  the  Kilkenny  workhouse. 
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IvJDKENNY. 

Kilkenny  Dish-let 
Asylum. 

William  Lanigan, 
Esq. 


Appointment  of  the 
superior  officers. 


7016.  Does  the  union  of  Kilkenny  extend  beyond  the  county  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny? 
— The  county  of  the  city  is  an  electoral  division,  together  with  a large  rural  district  which 
runs  around  it. 

7017.  In  case  of  lunatics  being  admitted  here  from  the  workhouse,  do  you  know  whether 
any  investigation  takes  place  as  to  their  belonging  to  electoral  divisions  in  the  city  or 
county? — No,  the  question  is  never  raised. 

7018.  How  are  they  charged? — If  they  are  found  to  be  from  the  electoral  division  here 
they  are  charged  to  the  city  of  Kilkenny;  but  if  they  belong  to  any  rural  electoral  division 
they  are  charged  to  the  county.  We  have  taxation  for  two  asylums  upon  us  at  present. 

701!).  With  whom  do  you  consider  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  the 
asylum  should  rest  ? — I think  the  governing  body  in  every  institution  should  have  it. 
The  important  situations  under  the  poor  law.  under  which  system  rates  to  a large  amount 
have  been  levied,  those  appointments  are  vested  in  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  and,  I should 
say,  the  power  is  not  abused.  The  ex-officio  members  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  are  so 
numerous  as  to  take  in  a very  large  number  of  the  gentry,  and  the  elected  body  are  sup- 
posed to  be  persons  who  can  lay  claim  to  some  intelligence. 

7020.  Yon  see  no  reason  why  the  saine  principle  should  not  be  extended  to  a lunatic 
asylum  ? — I do  not.  I think  it  would  conduce  to  a more  economical  disbursement  of  the 
money,  and  would  not  be  at  all  likely  to  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  any  of  the  comforts  of 
the  inmates  of  this  establishment. 


Sir  Jolui  Blundell, 
Bart.,  J.r.,  d.l. 

Appointment  nud 
attendance  of 
Governors. 


Power  of  Governors 
as  to  erection  of 
buildings. 


Charg  ability  of 
Lunatic  Asylums. 


.Appointin'.'!!!  of 
snpi-rior  officers  of 
Asylums, 


The  Inspectors  as 
members  of  the 
Board. 

Transfer  of  idiots, 
&e. , to  workhouse. 


Sir  John  Blundell , Bart.,  ,T.r.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7021.  You  are  a Governor  of  this  asylum  ? — I am. 

7022.  Do  you  approve  of  the  maimer  in  which  Governors  are  at  present  appointed? I 

see  no  objection  to  it. 

7020.  Do  you  find  that  the  attendance  of  Governors  at  this  Board  is  usually  consider- 
able ? — I camiot  say  very  considerable ; but  I really  cannot  call  to  mind  any  occasion  on 
which  I attended  that  there  was  not  a Board.  I think  it  would  be  prudent  not  to  con- 
tinue, as  Governors,  men  who  do  not  attend  under  any  circumstances,  and  to  keep  such 
persons  on  the  list  is  injurious  to  the  institution. 

7024.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  increased  power  to  the  local 
authorities  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  or  the  addition  of  new  buildings  ?— 
I think  it  would  he  very  useful  to  have  the  Governors  consulted,  and  a great  deal  of 
weight  attached  to  their  opinion. 

7025.  You  have  heard  the  suggestion  made,  that  the  chargeability  of  lunatics  should  be 
assimilated  to  that  of  other  paupers  ? — Yes,  I have  heard  the  suggestion,  but  I think  there 
might  be  very  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  carrying  it  out. 

7020.  Do  you  think  there  is,  in  principle,  any  reason  for  the  existing  distinction? — I 
cannot  answer  that  question  now,  for  I have  not  given  it  consideration.  It  is  a serious 
question,  and  one  upon  which,  without  consideration,  I would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion. 

7027.  Do  you  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  complaints  are  well  founded, 
that  persons  are  improperly  admitted  into  this  house,  and  improperly  charged  to  the 
county  Kilkenny  who  do  not  belong  to  the  county  ? — I am  sui'e  my  friend,  Mr.  Lanigan, 
has  correctly  stated  what  he  knows  upon  the  subject;  hut  I cannot  say,  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  that  such  is  the  case. 

7028.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  the  appointment  of  the 
superior  officers  of  the  establishment  to  the  Board  of  Governors — such  officers  as  the 
manager  and  the  visiting  physician  ? — The  executive  ought  to  have  a very  powerful  voice 
in  the  mutter,  but,  perhaps,  not  absolute  authority. 

7029 . Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  being  members  of  the  Boards  of 
Governors  ? I am.  I should  like,  before  I leave,  to  remark,  that  I think  if  this  house 
could  be  made  more  of  a curative  hospital  it  would  be  very  advautageous,  and  that, 
perhaps,  idiots,  harmless  lunatics,  or  helpless  cases  might,  with  great  safety  to  them,  be 
attended  by  the  able  medical  staff  we  have  in  the  poorhouse.  I think  an  arrangement 
of  that  kind  would  be  very  advantageous  to  all  classes.  I think  they  would  be  well 
attended  to  and  cared  there,  while  greater  scope  would  be  given  for  the  curing  of  recent 
cases  here. 


Ilenry  roller,  Esq.,  Henry  Potter,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7030.  You  are  an  alderman  of  the  Corporation,  and  a magistrate  of  the  citv  of  Kil- 
kenny ? — Yes. 

Itepn-ecutation  of  7031.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinions  which  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
uS“tL%oSofn7  a more  effective  representation  of  the  ratepayers  upon  the  Board  of  Governors  ?— Yes ; I 
Governors.  n°t  consider  there  is  at  all  a sufficient  representation  of  the  city  upon  the  Board,  con- 

sidering tire  amount  of  taxes  we  have  to  pay. 

7032.  What  alteration  would  you  suggest? — I think  the  Corporation,  and  also  the 
Grand  Jury,  ought  to  have  the  power  of  electing  a certain  number  of  Governors.  On 
looking  at  the  list  of  Governors  I do  not  think  there  are  more  than  tlnee  or  four  belong- 
ing to  the  city  who  are  ever  likely  to  attend. 

Persons  charged  on  7033.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  there  is  any  undue  pressure  on  the  cityin  con- 
belonKo'it0  the10*  se(Iue.nce  persons  being  charged  upon  it  for  their  maintenance  who  do  not  belong  to 
poor  law  principle  Clty  ‘ — From  what  I have  heard  here,  I believe  there  are  several  cases  charged  to 

of  charging.  Kilkenny  who  are  not  entitled  to  be  so  charged.  I think  the  charge  for  the  maintenance 

of  the  house  and  the  lunatics  should  be  made  upon  the  principle  of  the  poor-rate  without 
any  reference  at  all  to'  the  Poor  Law  Boards  of  Guardians.  I think  that  the  person 
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paying  the  rate  should  have  the  power  of  deducting  from  the  landlord  the  same  propor- 
tion he  is  authorized  to  deduct  of  the  poor-rate.  I think  the  Governors  ought  to  have 
the  power  of  electing  all  the  officers,  and  I think  no  body  can  be  better  qualified  to  do  so 
than  the  Governors. 

7034.  Have  yon  found  no  evil  results  to  occur  from  such  a power  existing  with  the 
Guardians  ? — No ; on  the  contrary,  the  best  results.  I think,  also,  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  money  here,  that  the  Board  of  Governors  should  give  the  fullest  informa- 
tion, and  very  detailed  accounts  and  statements  of  expenditure  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

7035.  What  accounts  are  now  furnished  ? — I am  not  aware.  I know  that  the  accounts 
which  are  furnished  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently  detailed. 

Rev.  James  Graves  sworn  and  examined. 

7036.  You  are  the  chaplain  of  the  Established  Church  in  this  asylum  ? — Yes. 

7037.  Have  you  held  that  office  for  any  length  of  time  ? — I was  appointed  when  the 
institution  was  first  opened. 

7038.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  for  the  celebration  of  divine 
worship  in  the  establishment  ? — Perfectly  so. 

7039  What  proportion  of  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  Established  Church  attend  divine 
worship  ? — Seven  attend.  There  are  four  or  five  refractory  patients  who  do  not  attend. 
Seven  is  the  average  number. 

7040.  Do  you  find  them  orderly  on  those  occasions  ? — In  general. 

7041.  Do  you  think  that  those  who  do  attend  are  capable  of  benefiting  by  their  attend- 
ance ? — I think  it  only  benefits  them  as  a curative  means,  in  general,  by  inducing  them 
to  exercise  self-control  for  the  time  that  they  are  attending  on  divine  worship. 

7042.  Have  you  free  access  to  the  inmates  who  belong  to  the  Established  Church  ? — 
Yes. 

7043.  Do  you  consider  that  your  ministrations  are  beneficial  to  them? — In  the  manner 
that  I have  mentioned  I think  they  are ; and  I have  known  one  instance,  where  an  insane 
patient,  a female,  became,  so  far  as  I could  discover,  perfectly  sane  about  a week  before 
her  death.  A few  days  before,  she  was  insane  to  such  a degree  that  she  considered  this 
to  be  the  Protestant  inquisition,  and  Dr.  Lalor  to  be  the  head  inquisitor. 

7044.  Are  prayer-books,  Bibles,  and  other  religious  books,  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  your  persuasion  ? — Yes. 

7045.  Do  you  consider  that  those  inmates  who  attend  divine  service  would  regard  it  as 
a serious  deprivation  to  be  prevented  from  doing  so  ? — The  great  majority  of  them  would. 
Some  are  idiots,  who  do  not  know  where  they  arc  going ; excepting  that  even  with  the 
idiots  I have  found,  that  if  they  were  refractory,  speaking  to  them  at  the  time  that  they 
were  worshipping  God  made  them  quiet ; they  seemed  to  exercise  a species  of  self-control. 

7040.  Is  it  your  practice  to  preach  to  them? — I sometimes  lecture,  and  sometimes  do 
not.  Although  I do  lecture,  in  general,  to  them,  I do  not  think  it  is  of  much  use. 

7047. 1 presume  considerable  discretion  would  be  required  on  the  part  of  a clergyman 
addressing  an  audience  of  that  kind  ? — Yes ; I may  say  the  principle  I adopt  is  speaking 
to  them  as  if  they  were  sane.  I cannot  in  any  other  way  address  them. 

7048.  Are  the  inmates  who  are  members  of  the  Established  Church  capable  of  reading  ? 
—Yes. 

7049.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  instruction  being  given  in  the 
asylum  by  means  of  a school  ? — I do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  answer  that  question. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Larkin  sworn  and  examined. 

7050.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  to  this  asylum? 
Three  years  in  March  next. 

7051.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  attend 
divine  worship  ? — About  fifty  or  sixty,  altogether,  out,  I think,  of  110. 

7052.  Do  you  think  the  whole  of  the  number  who  attend  are  capable  of  benefiting  by 
the  instruction  you  give  ? — I think  not. 

7053.  What  proportion  do  you  think  do  ? — I divide  them  into  classes.  Some  of  them 
are  utterly  mad,  and  I think  those  incapable  of  profiting  by  any  office  I can  extend  to 
them.  Some  of  them  mad  in  some  one  respect,  and  perfectly  sane  in  others.  Some  of 
these  are  very  well  instructed  in  their  religion,  and  capable  of  profiting  by  the  offices  I 
render  them  in  the  way  of  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  and  the  administration  of 
the  sacraments,  and  also  the  instruction  I give  them.  Some  of  them  are  convalescent, 
recovered  from  fits  of  madness,  and  those  are  perfectly  competent  to  profit  by  my  ministra- 
tions. There  are  two  cases  I have  met — one  of  them  a female,  and  the  other  a male. 
The  female  was  a long  time  in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  and  showed  no  signs  of  improvement 
whatsoever  while  there.  She  was  here  for  four  or  five  years,  and  spoke  but  very  little  to 
any  person.  About  a day  or  two  before  her  death  I was  called  to  attend  her,  and  she  was 
very  much  disinclined  to  speak  to  me  at  first.  She  was  weak,  and  her  mind  was  very  weak; 
however,  I read  to  her  the  prayers  of  the  church,  and  I found,  before  I left  her,  that  she 
was  in  a way  to  profit  by  my  ministrations ; at  least  I was  satisfied  she  was  so.  I thought 
there  was  a great  improvement  in  her  mind ; and,  I believe,  it  is  known  to  every  physician, 
that  with  persons  labouring  under  affections  of  the  mind,  it  often  happens  they  recover 
the  perfect  use  of  their  reason  before  death.  The  other  case  was  that  or  a man,  wlio 
was  very  bad  for  some  time  here,  and  shortly  before  death  he  recovered  the  perfect  use  of 
his  senses,  and  was  able  to  profit  by  my  ministrations.  Other  clergymen  sometimes  come 
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here  to  attend  the  sick,  and,  probably,  if  I could  come  oftener,  I would  be  able 
similar  cases.  !lDie  to  mention 

7054.  Are  the  patients  orderly  and  qniet  daring  the  celebration  of  divine  serw„  a 
Always ; except  once  or  twice,  persons  subject  to  epilepsy  were  seised  with™  8 ?~ 
70o5.  Are  you  m the  habit  of  preaching  to  them  ?_I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to 
to  them.  Sometimes,  on  a few  occasions,  I give  them  a few  words  o™nEta‘ «P  “t 
think  any  improvement  that  can  be  effected  in  that  way  would  be  accomplished  bv f 1 
mg  them  into  classes  and  getting  persons  to  teach  them  their  prayer's' and  v 

Some  of  them  are  puffed  up  by  a feeling  of  pride,  and  miVht  d catec^sm. 

different  from  tlie  preaching,  if  they  were  instructed  publicly.  I tbi2f 

a m.clres;  of  them  4-ite  capable  of  profiting  VSiucK™ 

70o0.  Are  you  m the  habit  of  attending  the  inmates  of  your  persuaLn  t,  ?' 
occasions  during  the  week?_I  do  not  attend,  unless  called  for,  exS  on  SmT"8 
Sometimes  I nught  walk  through  the  asylum,  hut  very  seldom  to  S L fi  .Smd“ya 

gTo8570  w-^irCTer  lrs  t1  •' Dr'  «» ShSjLf Low thmgs  «■ 

. 7077  ■ Wl"j  Ore  exception  of  coming  on  Sundays  to  celebrate  divine  service  and  a 

705Be  Arfvo.  “P iVS  'u  !?'  attendanoe  is  P™ ?-No  father  attendance. 

70o8.  Aie  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  for  divine  sen-ice  ’—Well  T 
made  any  complaint  of  them,  but  I would  much  prefer  having  a separate  1 « 

and  another  for  Mr.  Graves.  Some  of  the  Catholic  pdSJStttS 
because  of  another  service  being  perfoimed  there.  J P“  w “saJ 

d°  tha  patients  know  the  service  of  another  church  is  perfoimed  there? 
Some  of  them  see  tlie  clergyman  going  there.  Some  of  the  Catholic  pSents  to  „ 
knowledge,  are  very  much  displeased  on  that  account,  and  so  much  so,  that  they  told  2 
they  would  never  attend.  Of  course  that  is  a feeling  that  was  never  sCed  to  bVmvS 
dtm?n  V w0?}?  m"ch  pi'efe“'  ha7mS  a separate  place  of  worship.  p J ™’ 

70b0.  Is  not  the  arrangement  in  the  workhouse  and  in  the  each  similar 
ment  existing  here  ?_I  never  inquired ; it  may  be  fa  aught  iTno^n  Se  su^cT^' 
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Maryborough,  20th  February,  1857. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Maryborough  District  Asylum. 

Thomas  Crowe  Burton , Esq.,  m.d.,  affirms  and  is  examined. 

7061.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  the  Maryborough  District  Lunatic  Asylum? 

Manager. 

7062.  Are  you  a member  of  the  medical  profession? — I am. 

7063.  How  long  have  you  hold  your  appointment  ?— Since  the  1st  October,  1850. 

7064.  There  is  also  a visiting  physician  attached  to  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

7065.  How  far  do  you  take  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  ? — Only  in 
those  cases  which  I consider  necessary — on  an  emergency. 

7066.  With  that  exception,  does  the  whole  medical  treatment  of  the  patients,  both  as 
regards  insanity  and  bodily  infirmity,  rest  with  the  visiting  physician  ? — Altogether. 

7067.  Do  you  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — I do. 

7068.  By  whom  are  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  taken  ? — By  myself. 

7069.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  usually  sufficient  to  form  a quorum  ? — It  is  usually 
sufficient. 

7070.  Has  any  occasion  occurred  on  which  there  has  been  no  Board  in  consequence  of 
the  insufficient  attendance  of  Governors? — I think  I might  say  not  for  the  last  two  years. 

7071.  How  frequently  are  the  meetings  held  ? — Monthly. 

7072.  In  case  there  should  be  no  attendance  at  the  ordinary  monthly  meeting,  is  there 
no  meeting  of  the  Board  held  till  the  ensuing  month  ? — It  is  customary,  when  there  has 
been  no  meeting,  to  summon  the  Board  for  that  day  month,  or  the  Wednesday  upon  which 
the  meeting  day  would  fall : that  rule  is  not  without  an  exception. 

7073.  Is  the  attendance  chiefly  on  the  part  of  Governors  from  the  vicinity  of  Mary- 
borough, or  from  the  other  parts  of  the  district  ? — We  have  an  attendance  of  Governors 
from  very  remote  parts  of  the  district. 

7074.  What  counties  are  comprised  in  the  district? — The  King's  County  and  the 
Queen’s  County,  at  present. 

7075.  Did  the  district  formerly  comprise  a larger  area? — It  comprised  the  counties  of 
Westmeath  and  Longford. 

7076.  When  were  they  detached  ? — About  September,  1855,  when  the  Mullingar  Asylum 
was  opened. 

7077-  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  the  Board? — They  do. 

7078.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  like  other  members? — They 
took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  the  same  as  other  members  till  within  the  last 
few  meetings. 

7079.  What  difference  has  there  been  in  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the  last  few  meet- 
ings ? — They  have  not  voted  as  Governors ; they  used  to  vote,  but  do  not  now. 

7030.  What  other  medical  officers  are  attached  to  the  institution  besides  the  visiting 
physician  ? — The  apothecary. 

7081.  Are  the  medicines  compounded  in  the  asylum? — On  the  premises. 

7082.  Is  the  Daily  Statement  Book  regularly  kept  as  required  ? — It  is. 

7083.  What  is  the  present  number  of  inmates  in  the  establishment? — One  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

7084.  Of  that  number  what  proportion  are  considered  to  be  incurable  ? — The  supposed 
curables,  on  the  1st  February,  were  seventy-seven ; exactly  one  half. 

7085.  Is  there  a clerk  and  storekeeper  attached  to  the  establishment? — There  is. 

7086.  Does  he  live  on  the  premises  ? — No. 

7087.  Has  permission  to  reside  off  the  premises  been  given  him  by  the  Board  ? — It  has. 

7088.  By  minute,  or  how? — Not  by  minute ; I am  aware  it  has  been  assented  to. 

7089.  By  whom  are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  appointed? — They  are  appointed 
by  me,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

7090.  What  are  the  qualifications  required  in  the  way  of  general  intelligence  and  edu- 
cation?— I may  say  they  should  read  and  write,  and  they  are  persons  of  character. 

7091.  Have  any  been  appointed  during  your  experience  who  cannot  read  and  write? — 
Yes. 

7092.  Do  you  consider  the  number  sufficient  for  the  proper  attendance  of  the  patients? 
—I  do. 

7093.  By  whom  are  they  dismissed? — By  me,  or  by  the  Board.  I generally  bring  the 
case  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  and  the  Board  sanctions  my  act  or  the  reverse. 

7094.  Have  the  Board  had  occasion  to  superannuate  any  of  their  officers  under  the 
recent  Act? — It  was  decided  on  the  last  Board  day,  but  not  finally,  to  superannuate  the 
matron.  The  amount  of  superannuation  allowance  has  not  been  settled. 

7095.  What  quantity  of  land  is  attached  to  the  asylum? — In  or  about  fourteen  Irish 
acres  within  the  walls. 

7096.  How  many  of  the  inmates  were  employed  on  the  land  according  to  the  last  state- 
ment in  the  Daily  Statement  Book? — Twenty-four. 

7097.  Is  that  about  the  usual  number  so  employed?— I think  it  is  under  the  mark. 
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Number  of  lunatic*  ir 


Question  of  enlarging 
the  building. 


Means  of  ventilation 
insufficient. 


Arrangements  for 
heating. 


JUnnionoma.  7098.  What  proportion  of  the  1S4  inmates  are  males  ?_We  hare  eighty-eieht  „ , 
Hi Uriel  and  fifty-six  females.  eiS«  males, 

7099.  Is  the  asylum  capable  of  accommodating  a larger  number  than 
Thomas  Crowe  it  ?— I do  not  think  it  is.  b miger  nunmer  than  are  at  present  in 

Amount  Of  accommo-  a If  any  apphcations  been  made  from  tho  Boards  of  Guardians  recently  « 
dation  in  the  asylum;  accommodation  ?—  There  Lave.  recently  for 

H02.  Have  the  Board  been  abie  to  compiy  with  them?— The  Board  found  it  r 

t0  *w°  frcni  Ma untmelhok  because  there  was  an  informality  in  the  forms 
J]®®*  Lbelieve  tlie  -Abbeyleix  Union  is  in  the  Queen’s  County*?— Yes 

ii£SdT=  lunatics  in ’the  Ablm^lc^x^Yoihh'o^e^— Yes/^™  recfave<3,  ^ aPPears  there  are  eighteen 
7108.  Has  any  application  been  made  for  the  admission  of  those  lunatics  into  tho  . 
r ,?^°?re  last  fe,T  tlays  1 ”»  0*“  I am  aware  of.  6 1By’ 

710b.  Have  the  Governors  ever  had  occasion  to  consider  the  propriety  or  othpranea  f 
eidargmg  the  budding  ?-It  never  came  officially  before  them  to  thebes/of  knoSaf 

7108  Have  cut  a t-?  ve!lt'l!ltlon  °f  *he  Mding  ? — I should  say  defective.  ' 8 

^nos.  nave  any  a.tificial  arrangements  been  made  for  ventilating  the  house ?_Ihere 

doL°9'  °f  'Vhl“  “at"re  ?_APertni'ea  in  tb<!  celIa  »*  the  time  of  building-openings  in  the 

711?'  w!  t!'ere  ?,ny  Tentilating  shafts,  or  any  means  of  extracting  the  foul  air?— So 
J,  , ' ■ tWh,at  “0  *bo  arrangements  for  warming  the  house  ? —The  fire-places 
7112.  In  the  corridors? — All  through  the  house.  ” 

I}}?’  7*®  f!10se  fire'PIaces  in  the  corridors  used  throughout  the  winter  ?— They  are 

71  is'  A ™ fh?re  a"y  flro'f,»ace^  m “V  of  tbe  associated  dormitories ?— There  are. 

7115.  Aie  they  ever  used  ? — Constantly. 

7116.  Are  there  any  complaints  of  the  house  not  being  sufficiently  warms'— It  ],,,  b 

a"d  m3'Sdf  tlf°  ba8  ^“een^y 
?aTC  inl?r0ved  means  of  warming  the  corridors  or  tho  house  come  under  the 

. 7118.  Is  the  establishment  lit  with  gas?— No. 

KHaraS.*  ?“»•  I™  thew  >«***•*  ta  *•  wids  ? — There  are  not. 

da7]a°i„mi\A  lavatories  o8^e  ^isiuns  they  are  washed  in  the 

on e in  ^ ^ I6fer?-°“e  ” »“>'»  ‘b™.  “* 

cold  water  in  one,  Lpply°Sot“d’ ^ZerZ^ZT  ?~Tbei°  * * * 

Lit  7,le  tllG  Palaente  regularly  bathed  at  stated  periods ?— They  arc  not 
ahll  hafc°W  “a”7  ^ are  *lere  “ ae  iouse  ?-T"’o  fixed  baths  and  three  tin  mow 

supply  o/waferris?tStim?lent.SU^^  °8  b?*  an8  co3(3  svatcr  for  those  fixed  baths?— The 
it  Fs  defiefent  ” sufficient;  it  generally  is  sufficient;  there  are  periods  when 

«*  **  V**  faces  and  hands 

it  cannot  always^e^rried^S  °Ut?~*  wiU  not  saY  is  always  practically  done; 

-It  i °(  ha™S  tbi”S8  <=“*■>  oat? 

71??'  A™  ft"!  aV  ™ter‘cl,met8  in  the  nards  ? — None, 
apartment  & throughout  the  building  ?-There  is  one  belonging  to  my  private 

7133  Are  Sere  Slri™  ^ in  ?~0nI.'r  “ J>arts  of' the  establishment. 

7134  K P 68  m the „al™«  no”1*  f—  There  are. 
constantly  going  out  oZ?de??  °f  *he  cstaWlsblIll51It  ?-WeU,  I cannot  say  it  is  good;  it  is 

\m  HotrtKn  Cieat  ’ne,ai’8  of  ‘>>0  sewers  7-Ho.ie  whatever. 

713?'  I . B tile,?011  amoved  from  the  privies  ?— By  buckets 
713R  ?*U’e  pat!“‘8  ™PloTed  at  that  work?— They  are. 

carried  through FTroi  t ?'(V.t  3i.°Ut  8r0m  '3  e -var(t  through  any  part  of  the  house? — It  is 


Ablutions  of  the 
patients. 


Baths. 


No  water-closets. 


The  sewerage. 


Proposed  new  ar- 
rangement with 
respect  to  privies. 


71  SO  iJnro  fi.a  1 , •U(JU°e>  out  merely  a cross  passage. 

7149.'  Ilaa  it  hp^nt  a 1S  ?at  °P e^ati0n_ p erform e d ? — About  every  three  weeks. 

about  tiie  privies?— With  refereTp^dertti0n-°- th®  ?°Veruors  to  make  a new arranSement 
71 4i  -to-u.a  D,  J;1111  reterence  to  the  privies  it  has. 

that  Dr  Jaenh  Wi  rl ' 6Il  tak®n  ?— A resolution  was  passed  by  tbe  Board  to  the  effect 

yself  should  claim  the  assistance  of  a professional  gentleman  to 
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examine  the  house  and  see  if  any  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the  view  of  serving  the  Martbobouoh. 
institution  in  that  respect,  — - 

7142.  Are  there  any  infirmaries  attached  to  the  institution? — No. 

7143.  Where  are  the  patients  treated  who  are  subject  to  bodily  infirmities  ? — In  their  Thomas  Crowe 

separate  apartments.  _ _ Burton,  Esq.,  m.d. 

7144.  What  is  your  opinion  of  that  arrangement? — It  is  a decidedly  bad  arrangement.  No  infirmaries;  pa- 

7145.  Was  any  portion  of  the  building  at  any  time  used  as  an  infirmary? I believe  tients  treated  in  their 

not.  I believe  there,  was  a portion  of  the  building  that  was  intended  as  an  infirmary,  but  own  aP.artmentf : 

I am  not  aware  it  was  ever  used  for  that  purpose.  amuigement.  ° ° 

7146.  When  patients  are  suffering  from  illness,  which  requires  they  should  be  kept  in  a 
•warm  temperature,  what  means  have  you  of  giving  them  that  accommodation  in  the  ordinary 
cells? — There  are  metal  plates  or  boxes  attached  to  the  backs  of  the  fire-places,  each  of 
which  warms  two  cells. 

7147.  That  accommodation  so  afforded  is  naturally  limited? — Yes,  it  is  limited. 

714S.  How  are  the  patients  who  may  be  so  treated  in  their  separate  cells  attended  to? 

— As  the  case  may  be,  by  the  keeper  or  the  nurse  of  their  respective  divisions. 

7149.  Must  they  not  be  necessarily  left  more  without  attendance  than  if  they  were  in 
an  infirmary  where  a nurse  would  constantly  be  present? — Unavoidably  they  must  be 
without  attendance  more  than  if  they  were  in  a place  where  a person  would  have  nothing 
else  to  attend  to. 

7150.  Are  iron  bedsteads  generally  used? — Altogether.  The  bedsteads-  ten- 

7151.  How  do  you  find  them  to  answer?  — I think  they  are  bad;  they  are  dear  and  dency  of  patients  to 

cumbrous.  break  won  bedsteads. 

7 152.  What  bedsteads  would  you  prefer? — Light  wooden  bedsteads  in  cases  where  they 
could  be  made  available. 

7153.  Have  you  known  the  patients  on  any  occasion  show  a tendency  to  break  the  iron 
bedsteads  ? — Yes. 

7154.  Has  any  danger  resulted  from  that? — Very  great  danger. 

7155.  Have  any  accidents  occurred? — Fortunately  no  accidents  attended  with  loss  of 
life,  have  occurred,  but  wc  were  very  nearly  suffering  from  a man,  who  broke  fiercely  through 
two  doors,  armed  with  an  iron  bar. 

7156.  Have  you  thought  it  necessary  to  take  any  steps  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the 
accident  ? — Increased  vigilance. 

7157-  Docs  this  tendency  to  break  the  bedsteads  arise  from  the  frail  nature  of  the 
steads? — The  bedstead  which  this  man  broke  up  was  one  apparently  as  strong  as  any  of 
the  rest.  Of  course  there  must  have  been  some  flaw  in  it  which  it  was  not  easy  to  detect. 

7158.  What  bedding  is  generally  used? — Ticking  filled  with  straw;  a pair  of  blankets;  The  bedding, 
a counterpane,  and  a pair  of  sheets  ; a pillow,  pillow  cover,  bolster,  and  bolster  case. 

7159.  Are  cocoa  fibres  used?— We  use  them  in  one  division. 

7160.  How  do  you  find  them  to  answer? — Very  badly;  they  retain  a bad  smell,  and 
become  packed. 

7161.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  day  rooms? — A table,  forms,  one  press,  and  chairs.  Furniture  of  the  day 

7162.  Are  there  any  chairs  with  backs  for  delicato  patients? — There  is  one  generally  in  rooms  ond  corridors, 
each  day  room,  not  always.  Wc  find  it  difficult  to  keep  them  from  being  broken. 

7163. '  Are  there  any  chairs  in  the  corridors? — Not  in  the  corridors. 

71G4.  Where  do  the  patients  dine? — In  the  clay  rooms.  Dining  arrange- 

7165.  Arc  they  supplied  with  plates  and  porringers? — They  are  supplied  with  por-  meats, 
ringers,  spoons,  and  some  of  them  with  plates. 

7166.  Is  the  use  of  plates  general? — I cannot  say  it  is  general. 

7167.  When  tho  Commissioners  visited  the  asylum  it  appeared  that  no  salt  was  fur-  Disuse  of  salt, 
nished  to  tho  male  patients— how  do  you  account  for  that? — Through  the  neglect  of  the 
attendants,  for  they  were  supplied  with  salt. 

7 16S.  They  said  they  had  not  it? — The  patients  generally  do  not  like  their  meat,  or  soup,  Dislike  of  tbepatients 
or  their  food,  by  any  means  as  much  flavoured  with  salt  as  it  is  customary  to  take  it.  I t0  **• 
have  often  proposed  salt  with  soup  and  they  complained  against  it,  and  even  with  potatoes 
they  have  not  made  a general  practice  of  using  it.  They  are  supplied  with  saltcellars. 

7169.  How  arc  tho  patients  employed  within  doors? — Cleaning  the  house,  tailoring,  and  Employment  of  the 

Bhoecnaking.  1 patients m the  house. 

7170.  Is  all  the  clothing  required  for  the  establishment  made  up  in  the  house? — Every 
thing,  with  the  exception  of  Scotch  caps  for  the  men. 

7171.  Is  the  whole  of  the  female  clothing  made  up  in  the  house?— The  whole  of  the  The  clothing, 
female  clothing,  with  the  exception  of  sheets  and  handkerchiefs. 

7172.  Are  tho  shoes  all  made  in  the  house? — They  are  all  made  in  the  house. 

7173.  What  amusements  are  provided  for  the  patients?— They  have  walking  exorcise.  Amusements; 

The  men  amuse  themselves  with  ball  playing  in  the  yard. 

7174.  Is  there  a regular  hall  allev? — There  is  not. 

7175.  How  do  they  play  ball ?— Against  the  gable  end  of  the  house;  it  is  not  a very 
good  ball  alley. 

7176.  Are  there  any  books  provided  for  the  patients? — None,  except  prayer  books. 

7177.  Aro  there  any  amusing  games? — They  have  permission  to  engage  in  any  games 
that  can  he  formed  without  any  danger  to  themselves;  hut  in  the  crowded  state  of  our 
airing  yards  it  is  not  easy  to  amuse  one  part  without  the  rest  getting  mixed  up  in  it. 

7178.  Are  drafts  and  backgammon,  or  any  games  of  that  kind,  introduced? — No. 

7179.  Is  there  any  school  for  the  instruction  of  the  more  ignorant  patients? — There  is  not. 

2Q 
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1180.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  is  there  unable  to  read  and  write  ? A . 

proportion.  ' . large 

7181.  Has  it  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors  to  establish  , , 

for  their  instruction  ?_I  am  not  aware  that  it  has.  “““““  a school 

7182.  Are  there  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution?— There  is  the  Protestant 

lain  and  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain.  mtestant  chap. 

7183.  Are  there  any  inmates  of  other  persuasions  besides  those  of  the  Esfahli.l  a 

Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church?— I think  not;  I am  almost  sure  there  d 

1 184.  Where  is  divine  service  performed?— For  the  females,  in  the  dav  room  of  tu 
—cent  femalo  division,  and  for  the  males,  in  the  day  room  of  number  two  division 

7 *f5'  ™Ilere. is  therefore  no  separate  place  of  worship  specially  devoted  for  that 
pose? — There  is  no  separate  place  of  worship.  pur" 

7186.  Are  the  chaplains  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  members  of  their  respective  persua 

sions  in  the  house  during  the  week? — They  are.  1 peisua- 

7187.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  chaplains  being  attached  to  the  insti 
tution? — It  is  a very  great  benefit. 

7188.  If  you  considered  that  the  communication  of  a chaplain  with  a member  of  hia 

flock,  an  inmate  of  this  establishment,  was  not  suitable  for  the  then  state  of  mind  of  th„ 
inmate  what  course  would  you  pursue?— Such  a case  has  never  happened ; I certainlv 
would  defer  to  the  opinion  of  the  chaplain.  1 1 certainly 

7189.  Are  you  aware  the  Privy  Council  regulations  state  that  the  chaplains  should  In 

afforded  every  facility  of  admission,  “ in  order  to  enable  them  to  officiate  according  to  tlieh 
respective  creeds,  and  to  afford  religions  instruction  and  consolation  to  all  patients,  excent 
such  as  shall  he  declared  by  the  physician  to  be  unfit  and  incapable  of  understanding  the 
na v!Jnn0fTrlei.SerVlce)  aild  0 appreciating  the  effects  of  religion  ?” — Yes.  8 

. “ the  physician  considered  that  communication  by  the  chaplain  with  a certain 

ohfnUhrf  T ’ "°  ,aJ71f'!’Ie-  ’,°tdd  y°u  feel  y“nr  duty  to  communicate  that  fact  to  the 
chaplain?  I would  feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  the  chaplain  that  I considered  the 

BomenwBago  tl,«  Re  f T l “"3  WI01’8  in stati”S  the  caBe  1,13  110t ocomi-ed;  because 
3so  rfolenf  S.tL  ^ c*thl>^>  d«6y»M" 1«“«>  here  to  attend  a man,  and  the  man 
go  n“L™e  patient.33  JaCOb  and  ' “ c0nsul“I01h  ‘iKraght  it  advisable  he  should  not 

viJanguwJ?an°T  djreoti°n,°.f  Revisiting  physician  to  he  carried  outf-The 

V sitin^  physician  I think,  generally  speaking,  leaves  that  to  the  chaplain  : if  the  visitine 
physimnmade  the  exception  1 would  see  it  carried  out.  P g 

larle9nVonmSnWhaf  proporti°n  of  the  in,nates  usually  attend  divine  worship?— A very 
Tenty  t0  se™^-five’  attend  the  Catholic  chaplain? and  about 
all  the  wX4  ; the  case  may  be,  attend  the  Protestant  clergyman  In  fact,  nearly 

Sefbeing  m^mS  tS  T*  “d  **  «“*  °f  th°  Catholic  patients^ 

W f m“e  pnmerous,  there  are  more  bad  cases  tlmt  cannot  attend. 

tier,  “ *'le  aSrlmn?-There  is  not  th0 

7195  Tlaveff011  IJrl'jt“icl;  7 es.  we  confine  patients  to  their  sleeping  apartments, 
padded  doo™ireell‘n3’P  have  no  room  thorough^  pfdled;  we  lave 

riov'  ^ epileptics  admitted  into  the  asylum?— They  are. 

dneed']  y°U  m WIlb  a “TO  °f  the  form  of  admission?— I will.  [Same  is 


Communications 
from  the  Manager  to 
the  Board. 


Visits  of  the 
Inspectors. 


eni^fmmtILk<S,,J?6I5ei'l!e>d  ■“?  diffi<ffllty  ™ getting  patients  removed  under  the 
the  friends  from  Us’  111  the  admission  paper? — Sometimes  there  has  been  difficulty,  when 
the  inends,  from hemg  poor,  have  been  unable  to  remove  them  to  a distance.  ? 

them  home  if  charge  of  keeferf8  PatleiltB  bee“  ret“ned  “ 4)16  W»,  we  send 

madf  W^lie  Ttoarf 3fn°nS  aU  made  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — Generally  they  are 
Parliament  to  admit  °*  G°vernora;  but  the  physician  has  permission,  by  a special  Act  of 
of  the  Governors3 for  their  sZ’SZom"  C°nS,iel'S  “'«“*■  md  ie  refers  i4  *°  Re  n6Jit  meeti”5 
7202  arc’  )l0?'evel7  t!le  exception?— They  are  the  exception. 

S i f a“yPay“ffPatients?-None,  except  pensioners.  1 
accidental  tint  tQ  t ln  Practice  of  the  Board  to  admit  paying  patients,  or  is  it  merely 

720?  W?™  l 7 ■ “one  “ ^ e ho”se  ?~16  is  c°ntrary  to7  the  practice  of  the  Board, 

refe enoe  to  de81re  make  any  communication  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  with 

to  thef  connected  with  the  asylum,  what  course  do  you  pursue?-I  state  it 

taken  of  cdj  4n  ^citing?— If  it  be  a matter  of  importance  that  requires  a note  to  be 
7206  H-f  a “™oraad™  oft  mu  book,  which  I lay  before  the  Governors, 
of  vfahinf  S freoS  S‘ly  u°  tio-  InsPectors  trfsit  the  asylum?— They  have  been  in  the  habit 
7 M7  i ™ 3 n.UyA  there  13  no  “P^aied  time  for  doing  so. 
an  Inspector  here811  m ^ year7  7 should  think  there  is  hardly  a month  that  we  have  not 

from  their  r Wlf  1 7 g' 1 S 3—  ™tbout  notice? — Yes;  I frequently  receive  communications 
« t“ree  oeSs  8 *a*  they  val  attend  on  such  a Boird  day : at  least,  I have  on  two 
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7209.  They  do  visit  during  the  year  without  notice? — Decidedly. 

7210.  Without  notice  on  days  that  are  not  Board  days? — Decidedly. 

7211.  Are  there  any  special  bye-laws  or  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  asylum, 

made  by  the  Governors  themselves,  beyond  those  approved  by  the  Privy  Council? A 

great  number. 

7212.  Are  they  collected  in  one  volume?— There  is  an  abstract  made  of  them  in  a book 
which  I shall  produce.  [Same  is  produced.]  That  is  an  abstract  of  the  bye-laws  which 
refer  generally  to  the  institution.  There  are  many  special  rules  for  special  occasions 
which  are  not  in  that. 


Maryborough. 

Maryborough  District 
Asylum. 
Tliomas  Crowe 
Burton,  Esq.,  bi.d. 
Special  bye- laws  for 
the  government  of 
the  Asylum. 


7213.  One  of  the  resolutions  here  is,  that  no  spirits  shall  be  issued  to  the  inmates  of 
the  asylum  except  for  medical  purposes:  was  it  the  practice  for  any  one,  except  the  medi- 
cal person,  to  order  the  issue  of  spirits  in  the  asylum? — Well,  there  have  been  instances  Issue  of  spirits  to 
in  which  I have  given  a patient  a glass  of  whiskey  if  bo  were  wet  or  very  much  fatigued.  some  inmates. 

7214.  Without  communicating  with  the  visiting  physician?— Yes.  If  a man  whom  I was 
in  the  habit  of  taking  out  with  me  was  wet  or  latigued,  I would  give  him  a glass  of  whiskey, 
and  I was  in  the  habit  of  giving  patients  a small  quantity  of  whiskey  when  they  were  em- 
ployed in  cleaning  out  the  pond,  or  when  they  were  washing  the  bodies  of  deceased 
patients,  whichwas  practised  in  the  institution  up  to  a late  period. 

7215.  Are  criminal  lunatics  removed  without  delay  from  the  asylum? — We  have  not  any 
criminal  lunatics  at  present,  nor  have  we  had  one  since  the  opening  of  the  Mullingar  Asylum. 

7216.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  dangerous  lunatics  removed  who  come  from 
the  gaols? — We  have  not  had  any  difficulty  that  I recollect  at  present  in  removing  any 
dangerous  lunatic  that  came  from  the  gaol,  when  it  was  deemed  fit  or  expedient  that  he 
should  be  removed. 

7217-  Has  any  visiting  committee  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors  to  inspect 
the  house? — No. 

7218.  Do  the  Governors  themselves  inspect  the  bouse? — They  do. 

7219.  Between  Board  days  or  at  the  time  of  meeting? — They  have  not  inspected  the 
house  latterly  between  Board  days;  that  is  to  say,  more  than  one  Governor. 


No  criminal  lunatics 
in  the  Asylum ; re- 
moval of  dangerous 
lunatics. 


No  Visiting  Commit- 
tee; inspection  by 
Governors. 


John  Jacob,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7220.  I believe  you  arc  visiting  physician  to  the  Maryborough  Asylum? — Yes. 

7221.  Do  yon  hold  any  other  official  appointments  connected  with  the  public  institutions 
of  the  county? — -\es;  I am  surgeon  to  the  county  infirmary;  and,  in  connexion  with  that 
office,  I am  medical  attendant  to  the  county  gaol,  and  I am  also  medical  attendant  of  the 
Maryborough  dispensary  district. 

7222.  How  long  havo  you  liqld  the  office  of  visiting  physician  to  the  Maryborough 
Asylum? — Since  it  was  opened. 

7223.  Have  you  the  sole  direction  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  inmates  of  the  asy- 
lum?— I have,  except  when  Dr.  Burton  finds  it  necessary  to  prescribe  in  my  absence. 

7224.  Do  you  consider  the  responsibility  of  the  treatment  of  the  patients  rests  upon 
yourself  ? — I do,  that  is  qualified,  to  a certain  extent,  by  the  facilities  at  my  disposal. 

7225.  So  far  as  the  means  afforded  you  extend,  you  consider  that  you  alone  have  sole 
responsibility  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients? — I consider  the  responsibility  rests 
upon  me.  I hold  myself  responsible  for  it. 

7226.  Does  the  observation  you  have  made  as  to  tlie  facilities  afforded  you,  or  otherwise, 
refer  to  any  deficiencies  in  the  asylum? — If  I considered  that  my  control  was  more  direct 
and  complete,  I would,  in  many  particulars,  adopt  another  course  from  what  has  been  my 
practice;  but  my  control  has  not  been  at  any  period  direct.  My  wishes  have,  to  a certain 
extent,  been  carried  out  through  the  intervention  of  other  parties ; such,  for  instance,  as  the 
orders  of  the  Board,  and  the  co-operation  of  those  resident  within  the  walls. 

7227.  In  what  respect  would  you  desire  your  control  to  be  more  complete  as  regards 
the  treatment? — With  respect  to  ventilation  my  control  has  not  been  complete — with  re- 
spect to  warming  my  control  has  not  been  complete — with  respect  to  the  regulation  of  the 
patients’  mode  of  getting  their  food  my  control  has  not  been  complete — with  respect  to 
their  recreations  and  amusements  I have  not  considered  my  control  by  any  means  suffi- 
ciently complete  to  empower  or  enable  me  to  carry  into  effect  what,  according  to  my  views, 
I would  deem  desirable. 

7228.  Do  you  consider  the  ventilation  of  the  establishment  to  be  imperfect? — I think 
the  existing  structural  arrangements  are,  in  a great  measure,  sufficient,  if  they  could  be 
taken  full  advantage  of.  I am  of  course  aware  that,  by  different  structural  arrangements, 
the  ventilation  might  be  a great  deal  better. 

7229.  Have  you  ever  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Governors  the  carrying  out  of  those 
improvements  in  ventilation,  which,  if  your  control  was  complete,  you  would  be  prepared  to 
make  ? — As  a general  rule,  I would  say  that,  during  the  whole  course  of  my  service,  the 
Board  of  Governors  have  afforded  every  reasonable  facility  that  I could,  under  the  circum- 
stances, expect,  towards  carrying  my  views  into  effect.  At  the  same  time,  I am  under  the 
impression  that  the  Board  of  Governors  themselves  felt  restricted  in  some  degree  by  the 
habits  and  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  particularly  as  regards  the  expenditure  of 
money. 

7230.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Board  have  been  influenced  in  not  carrying  out  all  that 
you  could  desire  with  regard  to  ventilation,  by  reference  to  the  impoverished  state  of  the 
rate-payers? — Not  with  respect  to  ventilation.  I do  not  in  any  degree  consider  that  the 
Board  interpose  any  obstacle  with  respect  to  ventilation.  I think  that  the  deficiencies,  with 
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respect  to  ventilation,  were  in  no  manner  connected  with  the  Board.  1 have  not  pro  ,1 
Maryborough  District  to  t,le  Board  that  any  additional  means  for  ventilation  should  he  adopted,  but  Imav  ™ 
Asylum.  plain  myself  more  precisely  by  stating  that  I have  had  different  views  and  opinions  from 
John  Jacob,  Esq.,  Dr.  Burton  on  the  subject  of  ventilation.  I am  favourable  to  having  the  windows  open 
m.d.  the  purpose  of  ventilation;  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that,  in  damp  weather  Dr  Jj  t 

has  been  of  an  opposite  opinion.  His  orders  have  been  generally  that  the  windows  should 
be  kept  shut  at  such  times,  when  I thought  it  was  desirable  they  should  be  kept  open-  J 
on  that  matter  I never  raised  any  difficulty,  nor  did  I bring  the  subject  before  the  Board 
but  as  I am  questioned  with  respect  to  ventilation,  I think  it  right  to  explain  myself.  ’ 
7231.  With  regard  to  the  warming  of  the  asylum,  have  you  made  any  proposil 


w . c,.  - you  made  any  proposition  for 

more  effectually  carrying  out  that  object?— When  I considered  that  the  medical  res 


The  warming  of  the 
Asylum  insufficient. 

bility  was  more  directly  upon  me  than  it  is  at  present,  f repeatedly  broughTThe^subiect 
under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  in  annual  reports  and  otherwise,  and  it  has  been  repeatedly 
discussed.  But  to  come  more  directly  to  that  point,  I may  state  that,  as  regards  the  warming 
of  the  institution,  it  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  been  sufficiently  practised,  nor  has  it  been 
practised,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  extent  that  the  means  at  our  disposal  might  permit,  because 
the  annual  expenditure  for  fuel  lias  been  very  considerable,  but  I have  observed  that  there 
has  been  an  undue  degree  of  economy  relative  to  the  warming  of  the  apartments  occupied 
by  patients,  which  1 did  not  approve  of,  and  an  economy  that  I am  not  prepared  ffisav 
was  carried  out  in  other  departments.  That  is  exactly  what  I think.  ^ 

n tun  Is  not  ot”.  matci'ial  hnportance  that  proper  warmth  should  lie  maintained  in  an 

Asylum.  ' " establishment  of  this  kind?— It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence;  and  I do  think  that  the 
deficient  warming  of  the  institution  has  been  a very  serious  disadvantage. 

The  mannwin which  7233.  You  have  referred  to  the  manner  in  which  the  food  is  served  to  the  patients— 
*°  wlat ; alteration  would  you  consider  it  advisable  to  make  if  you  had  that  complete  control 
which  you  state  you  have  not? — During  the  whole  course  of  my  experience  in  this  institu- 
tion, I consider  that  the  food  has  been  served  with  a very  unjustifiable  degree  of  coarse- 
ness  food  of  every  description.  The  stirabout  for  breakfast  is  not  served  with  that  decree 
of  neatness  that  would  be  cheerful  and  comforting  to  the  patients,  and  which  could  be 
accomplished  without  any  increase  of  expense;  so  also  at  dinner,  there  lias  been  a habit,  not 
recently  merely,  but  it  lias  long  been  the  habit  of  throwing  out  a quantity  of  potatoes  on 
the  table,  and  leaving  the  patients  to  supply  themselves  from  tbo  common  heap.  It  is 
quite  true  that  practice  has  been  in  accordance,  in  a great  measure,  with  the  habits  of  the 
peasantry  m their  own  bouses,  but  it  is  for  many  obvious  reasons  highly  inapplicable  and 
unsuitable  m such  an  establishment  as  this.  Even  as  relates  to  the  simple  just  division  of 
the  supply  of  food,  I think  it  is  inapplicable.  J 

• IC34-  1 1u.nder;-tai^  from,  .Tour  answer  that  you  do  not  consider  the  habits  of  the  peasantry 
sBouid  at  all  regulate  the  course  of  proceeding  for  an  institution  of  this 
r™ /T*!0  • iS  1 uh}1C-  u’stitutions  of  this  kind  should  be  instrumental  in  the  improve- 
ment  of  their  habits  on  their  return  home. 

etary.  7235.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  dietary  given  to  them?— I should  say  so,  on  the  whole. 

Oonsulermg  the  habits  of  the  peasantry,  1 think  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  imprudent  to 
estabhsb  any  very  unusual  contrast  in  the  food  supplied.  At  the  same  time  I am  quite  of 
home°n  tlat  dietar^  sbould  be  decidedly  better  than  they  have  been  habituated  to  at 

have  alluded  to  the  amusements  and  entertainments  of  the  patients,  and 
stated  they  had  not  been  all  you  would  wish  ? — I think  that,  under  a well  regulated  system 
° and  supervision  and  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  attendants,  that  a 

f ._  . J,“°re  m,Sht  bc  dene,  as  is  done,  and  as  is  provided,  elsewhere,  for  patients. 
— “l  —l  a,muse  tbeinselvcs  with  music.  I do  believe  that  that  existed  formerly  to  a 


The  amusement  of 
the  patients. 


aVhrvf'<3/flei  ^ d*d  °i  not  cad  tbe  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to  many 
J?  f-° ; f4.,1  repeat  “ a rule,  ‘lie  Board  of  Governor*  have 

me  a?  hTlfLT 3ntl7,e‘»tha,“ffiestions  I have  made,  and  desired  to  co-operate  with 
serious  and  embarrassing  diffieddef  ' aild  mtl™  *hlS  r°om’  1 llaV6  e”COUItered 

...a,™  y°ur  Prerio“s  answers  you  referred  to  a period  when  you  considered 

SSSaSStavi  what^Sv™  m“ro.co;mplete  as  regarded  this  establishment  than  it  is  at  present-to 
has  teen  lessened.  0{  the  medical  ornfessT^lf  ■ ^ you.r  responsibility  ?— To  the  circumstance  of  a member 

and  threirri?,  r T*  placcd  “ cllarSe  °f  institution  as  chief  resident  officer, 
TearHin  if6  °n  erai  stat®ments  having  been  made  to  me  that  my  position  was,  to 

iSTXdSt  al?erod  that  fact  Also,  in  consequence  of  the  officer.  Dr.  Burton,  to 
undertake  , S i JIlf°mi?d  m«  tha‘  Inspectors  had  stated  to  him  that  he  was  to 
a nmmderaUs  portion  of  medical  duties,  and  especially,  and  particularly,  to  the 
S,  > veS.,5  a men?Sei'  ?f  tlle  Board  °.f  Governors,  more  recently  appointed,  having 
, X lav  “,P*f  S11 111  neBPeet  to  Bus  matter — having  spoken  forcibly  in  this  room 
I wi8  tn  t-lat  a resident  medical  gentleman  having  come  into  the  institution, 

nne  nfMsi’nn  i,1  ere  in  matJ®rs  this  kind;  and  I have  a distinct  recollection  that,  c 


Reasons  why  the 
Visiting  Physician 


»Tvnmntmon+  +u  j.  ", J L ieau,  wxncn  1C  was  my  practice  previous  to  me 

whom  “l!..  r as  resident  officer  to  send  in,  that  the  member  of  the  Board 

au7wS,i,r ™ ™erred- eaPresse4  very  strong  dissatisfaction  at  my  interfering,  or  making 
' P rt  on  the  state  of  the  asylum,  according  to  the  legal  heading  of  the 
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printed  book,  furnished  under  special  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  I recollect,  on  Mabtborough. 

that  particular  occasion,  stating  that  I would  continue  to  write  these  reports  till  I should  “7 n-  # • # 

receive  written  instructions  to  the  contrary.  And  on  that  occasion,  I remember  that  the  ' XL 

member  of  the  Board  to  whom  I allude,  stated,  if  I persisted  in  doing  so,  he  would  brin-r  John  Jacob,  Esq 

my  conduct  under  the  notice  of  the  highest  authority  in  the  country.  I have  a distinct  XJ>- 

recollection  of  his  words.  I have  to  observe  that  it  was  my  practice,  from  the  time  of  my 

appointment  to  the  period  to  which  I allude,  to  report  in  writing  to  the  Board  on  the 

general  condition  of  the  asylum,  and  facts  and  circumstances  that  I deemed  should  be 

brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  and  more  recently  I have  given  up  that  practice  in  - 

consequence.  My  monthly  report  now  consists  in  a report  of  the  state  of  the  health  of 

the  patients,  and  it  generally  concludes  by  my  stating  that  I abstained  from  reporting  on 

the  condition  of  the  asylum.  And  I may  observe,  in  my  justification,  that  this  is  in 

consequence,  as  several  Governors  here  present  cau  testify,  of  my  having  been  several 

times  placed  in  a very  embarrassing  position. 

723S.  You  have  referred  to  certain  oral  statements  made  to  you— were  tliey  made  bv  talcommuntadlm. 
persons  in  otliciai  positions.-' — les.  I hey  were  made,  I think  I am  justified  in  saying,  by  from  the  Inspectors 
both  Inspectors,  certainly  by  one  repeatedly,  who  advised  me  to  modify  my  course  of  offi-  t?  ?;hc.VisitinRri'y- 
cial  conduct  very  considerably,  in  consequence  of  tbe  change  of  arrangements.  I being  SSaSSSS. 
aware  that  no.  alteration  had  taken  place  m the  laws  that  govern  this  institution,  and  that  no 
specific  provision  was  made  for  the  guidance  of  two  medical  officers  relatively  in  the  insti- 
tution, I endeavoured  as  far  as  possible  to  steer  a middle  course— to  treat  tbe  resident 
medical  officer  with  all  the  deference  I deemed  due  to  him  as  a member  of  my  own  profes- 
sion; and  at  the  Same  time  to  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  not  to  abstain  from  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties  which  I had  previously  exercised.  1 

7239.  Was  any  official  communication  made  to  you  with  reference  to  your  duties  on  the  No  official  communi- 

occasion  of  a member  of  the  medical  profession  being  appointed  civil  manager? None  cation  to  witness  on 

whatever;  and  I repeatedly  stated  that  I considered  it  a great  injustice  to  me°not  to  give  SinwS' 

me  written  instructions.  I repeatedly  stated  that,  whatever  order  might  be  made  by  any  man.  J'me 

competent  authority,  I would  implicitly  obey,  if  I should  remain  in  connexion  with  tbe 

institution. 

7240.  Practically,  in  the  mere  medical  treatment  of  the  patients,  considering  that  Dr.  Divided  medical 
Burton  only  prescribes  for  cases  of  urgency  in  your  absence,  is  there  any  clashing  of  duty  authority, 
between  you? — Well,  there  is  a divided  medical  authority.  Dr.  Burton  is,  in  a great,  measure, 
recognised  in  the  establishment  as  the  doctor,  and  he  may  give  directions— such,  for 

instance,  as  regards  ventilation,  to  which  I attach  a vast,  amount  of  importance.  Ho  may  give 
directions  with  reference.  to  that  exactly  at  variance  with  mine.  As  relates  to  the  mere 
administration  of  medicine,  whatever  orders  Dr.  Burton  gives  are  obeyed ; and  when- 
ever I am  made  acquainted  with  any  order  given  by  Dr.  Burton,  and  any  questions  asked 
of  me,  my  answer  invariably  is — “ whatever  order  Dr.  Burton  has  given,  you  obey  it.” 

7241.1  presume  that  is  open  to  the  qualification  of  your  considering  it  a proper  Conduct  of  the  Visit- 
prescription  ? — I quite  understand  the  question.  I could  not  feel  justified,  when  a compe-  ins  Physician  in 
tent  board  of  examiners  have  pronounced  Dr.  Burton  a fit  and  proper  judge  as  to  what  is  treatment 
to  be  ordered  in  medical  cases — I say  I could  not  feel  in  any  degree  justified  in  preventing  theaivian!iger.CJSCS  y 
his  orders  being  carried  into  effect.  And  again,  it  is  quite  as  probable  that  Dr.  Burton’s 
opinions  may  differ  from  mine,  and  bo  does  not  interfere  with  my  orders. 

7242.  Might  not  a patient  requiring  medical  aid  bo  exposed,  under  those  circumstances, 
to  a variety  of  treatment  ? — Clearly  not.  The  previous  answer  was  intended  to  explain  that, 
if  Dr.  Burton  prescribes  for  a patient  in  case  of  emergency  in  my  absence,  my  general  rule 
is,  to  leave  that  patient  under  his  treatment  till  the  conclusion  of  the  case-  Occasion- 
ally Dr.  Burton  states  to  me,  “ I would  wish  you  would  take  charge  of  that  case,  quite  as 
much  as  if  I had  uot  prescribed  for  it so  that  under  those  circumstances  no  clashing  can 
occur. 


7243.  In  no  case  does  the  responsibility  as  regards  those  cases  seem  to  be  transferred  to 
Dr.  Burton  ? — That  is  the  fact. 

7244.  Previous  to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Burton,  tbe  manager  of  the  institution  was  not 
a professional  man  ? — He  was  not  a professional  man. 

7245.  In  cases  of  emergency,  who  then  prescribed  for  tbe  patients  ? — I am  not  aware  of  Medical  nrrange- 
any  emergency  having  arisen,  because,  as  a general  rule,  I had  qualified  medical  assistants  ments  when  the 
resident  with  me,  who  would  be  quite  available  to  prescribe  for  patients ; and  at  that  period  ^ofessfonaJ38  n0n" 
of  time  the  resident  manager  summoned  me  on  all  occasions  when  it  was  necessary. 

7246.  Being  yourself  in  general  practice  in  the  country,  might  it  not  occur  that  your 
services  would  not  be  immediately  available  on  such  an  occasion  ? — Clearly  and  manifestly 
so.  As  I mentioned  to  you,  as  a general  rule,  I have  had  a qualified  professional  assistant, 
and  that  arrangement  did  exist  more  completely  and  perfectly,. previous  to  the  appointment 
of  Dr.  Burton.  The  apothecary  of  the  institution  attended  on  all  occasions  when  1 was 
hot  to  be  found. 

7247.  The  apothecary  does  not  reside  upon  the  premises  either? — The  apothecary  does 
not  reside  upon  the  premises. 

7248.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  generally,  without  reference  to  the  asylum  Propriety  of  appoint- 
at  Maryborough,  of  the  person  in  complete  charge  and  control  of  such  an  institution  as  'nE>  medical  men  as 
this,  being  a member  of  the  medical  profession  ? — I can  only  give  a qualified  answer  to  that  Maua£ers of  Asylums 
question,  and  my  answer  is  this — that  if  he  were  a business-like  man,  disposed  to  devote 

ms  time  and  energy  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  that  he  should  consider  the  emoluments 
of  the  office  sufficient  for  his  remuneration,  I do  think  it  is  pretty  obvious  that  his  presence 
would  be  beneficial,  provided  that  at  tbe  same  time,  not  merely  as  regards  disease 
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The  experience  acquired  in  the  treatment  of  disease  generally  would  he  beneficial  fm  th’ 
asylum ; and  it  would  be  a benefit  also  to  society  and  the  public,  on  the  other  * 
have  a person  so  experienced  and  exercised  in  the  treatment  of  i 
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Maryborough,  generally,  but  as  regards  the  treatment  of  insanity  also,  there  should  be  medical  -a 
Maryborough  District  available— that  medical  aid  being  habituated  to  the  daily  active  practice  of  the  nrnf  • 
Asylum.  and  deriving  the  advantages  and  benefits  of  a general  experience  from  continued  1°“’ 
John  Jacob,  Esq.,  daily  practice.  That  would  be  manifestly  beneficial  as  regards  disease  not  merl  6 
regards  disease  generally,  but  beneficial  also  as  regarded  insanity  in  its  different  variation*8 

Th0  +1'~  *’  * A dly  would  he  beneficial  for °the 

public,  on  the  other  hand  to 

. * , , - — Blit  of  insanity  giving  , 

vices  to  the  public  generally.  But  especially  and  particularly  I would  consider  if 
important  such  is  my  mvn  individual  opinion-ad  regards  the  well-being,  and  security  .3 
safety  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution,  and  to  its  general  proper  inauagement—tW 
person  holding  a certain  position  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  and  having  a 
character  throughout  the  district— that  that  person's  co-operation,  and  supervision 
vigilance  should  be  available,  not  merely  for  strict  medical  purposes,  but,  1 mavnnC 
add,  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  also.  J 1 df)S 

7249.  Having  stated  that  it  is  your  practice,  where  the  manager,  Dr.  Burton  who  is  a 
medical  man,  tabes  up  a case,  not  to  interfere  with  him,  on  the  ground  that  Ire  also  passed 
as  a competent  member  of  the  medical  profession,  does  not  that  practice  rather  clash  with 
the  opinion  you  have  expressed  upon  the  necessity  of  additional  medical  advice  being 
given  ?— I would  say  not,  because  the  practice  is  to  a very  small  extent  indeed.  Dr  Burton 
leaves  the  general  direction  and  management,  as  to  prescribing  for  the  patients  in  mv 
hands  ; and  it  is  only  in  case  of  what  he  deems  a temporary  emergency  that  he  usually 
prescribes ; and  I have  taken  the  course  that  I have  explained,  because  I hare  deemed  it 
due  to  him  as  a professional  man  to  abstaiu  from  interfering  with  him. 

7250.  I understood  you  to  state  that  you  allow  Dr.  Burton’s  treatment  of  a case  to 
extend  beyond  the  mere  temporary  emergency, he  having  once  begun  to  treat  it,  you  allowed 
him  to  continue  to  the  close?— That  has  been  my  practice,  with  the  exceptions,  and  those 
exceptions  have  been  frequent,  that  I specified,  when  Dr.  Burton  mentions  tome  “I  merely 
prescribed  for  that  case  in  your  absence;  I wish  you  to  take  it  up  and  deal  with  it  as  if  I 
had  not  prescribed  for  it.” 

7251 . If  you  considered  it  due  to  Dr.  Burton,  as  a medical  man,  to  allow  him  to  continue 
the  treatment  of  a case  he  had  once  begun,  might  not  the  resident  physician  of  the 
establishment,  under  the  arrangement  you  have  suggested,  equally  feel  in  all  cases,  that 
because  of  his  medical  status,  he  should  not  he  interfered  with  'by  a physician  merely 
attending  from  time  to  time  ?— That  would  be  a matter  for  the  arrangement  of  those  whose 

SedutiRsfndrS  Suty  1S  t0  pi:?vlde.  for  riie  regulation  and  government  of  this  institution.  It  would  be  for 
of  eS  P the  proper  authorities  to  direct  with  whom  that  responsibility  should  rest ; and  it  would 
be  for  those  authorities  to  say  whether  it  was  more  fit  and  proper,  or  otherwise,  that  a 
gentleman  resident  in  the  institution,  with  the  experience  of  the  sick  amongst  ISO  persons, 
should  be  the  person  to  treat  the  sick  of  that  number.  That  is  what  should  decide  the 
matrer,  and  not  mere  surmise.  I think  I may  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  I complain  that  this 
has  been  left  an  unsettled  question.  1 

7252.  I gather  it  is  your  opinion  that,  in  any  alteration  of  the  law  which  would  provide 

! ?_erd0n-,  ln„cb,ai'g?  of  this  institution  should  he  a medical  man,  there  should  be  also 


Probable  effects  of 
such  a practice. 


Reasons  for  having  a 
Visiting  Physician, 
as  well  as  a medical 
Manager. 


T SI'l™  i?™*  au  attending  or  visiting  physician  ?— That  i^my  opinion,  lid 

1 wish  to  explain  further  that  I think  the  resident  house-surgeon  of  an  ordinary  hospital 
might,  with  very  much  more  justice  than  a resident  manager  of  an  asylum,  state  that  he 
considered  he  should  have  the  prescribing  for  and  the  regulation  of  the  treatment  of,  all  the 
cases  m the  house,  and  that  the  visiting  physician  and  surgeon  should  have  nothing  to  do 
for  rij13  reasmi,  if  we  have  an  institution  with  100  persons  all  sick,  the  resident 
- v . l’  16 . ouse-surgeon,  would  be  expected  to  have  a great  deal  more  profes- 
npri3r-nCVk"  a r®slde.ut  mechcal  officer  in  an  institution  comprising  200  or  250 
p«BOm  ndknng  from  insanity  alone,  a large  proportion  of  those  cases  biiiig  item-able  and 
W / r Tfe*1  tre-!“,?e,rt'  ,Hls  experience  would  be  very  small  indeed ; and  if 
led  dll:  offi“r  who  1?s  resided  in  an  institution  ten,  or  fifteen,  or  twenty  years, 

m mhel  lfS  ? ‘ oxPerle«ie  las  been  confined  to  the  Bich  amongst  a limited 

’ZSSSJ&SZ m tke  ™e  will  bo  much  stronger,  as  to  the  necessity  for 

raugemelrMregarfs  i„  Jjui*  If  ri'1]11,0*’  consider  it  wonld  be  more  advantageous  to  the  patients  in  a 

the  patients.  lunatic  rnsylum,  to  be  treated  by  a medical  man  who  wonld  be  constantly  watching  their  cases 

and  resident  m the  establishment,  baring  no  other  duties  to  occupy  him;  than  that  theyshould 
be  treated  by  a medical  man  who  visited  merely  three  times  in  the  week  ?— It  is  mv  belief, 
and  my  acquaintance  with  lunatic  asylums  is  not  very  limited,  that  that  close  watching  of 
the  treatment  of  cases  does  not  exist  by  any  means  as  a general  practice.  I will  even  go 
so  far  as  to  express  the  opinion  that  it  does  not  exist  to  any  considerable  extent  at  all ; and 
may  state  further  to  you  that  I do  not,  so  far  as  my  own  opinion  goes,  consider  insanity 
one  of  those  diseases  that  is  very  much  benefited  by  dose  and  cohtimial  observation  of 
symptoms  and  the  result  of  treatment.  It  is  quite  a different  thing  in  eases  of  infiamma- 
Uon,  in  which  close  observation  at  short  intervals  of  time  is  of  importance  ; but  even  in 
the  most  acute  and  recent  forms  of  insanity,  I apprehend,  it  will  not  be  found  that  changes 
of  treatment  are  made  at  short  intervals  of  time ; therefore  Ido  think  that  as,  in  the  ordinary 
treatment  ot  diseases,  visiting  patients  at  periods  regulated  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  is  advantageous  so,  I flunk,  m the  treatment  of  insanity  that  arrangement  would 
e even  more  advisable.  For  instance,  take  the  case  of  any  gentleman  here  present,  if  ill, 
be  would  be  viBited,  say  by  me,  at  stated  periods,  and  prescribed  for,  and  the  treatment 
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carried  out  at  intervals.  The  result  of  my  answer  is,  that  I do  not  think  constant  obser-  Maetbobouoh 
ration  of  very  great  importance  m such  cases.  H- 

7254.  With  whom  would  you  leave  the  responsibility  of  deciding,  if  there  was  any  difference  Mar,Jhor°ug,h  Dislricl 
of  opinion  as  to  the  treatment  to  be  pursued ; whether  with  the  visiting  physician  or  the 

resident  p^sicmn?— It  w natural  to  suppose  I should  say  with  the  visitihg  physician,  1 ! E“*- 

heeause  1 flunk  he  should  be  the  chief  meW  officer.  I think  the  resident  medical  officer  lacueofadita, 
should  hold  a position  rnoie  analogous  to  that  of  house-surgeon  in  an  hospital  if  it  would  of  opinion  whose 
be  deemed  expedient  to  have  a resident  medical  officer,  who  would  be  chiefly  beneficial  for  s,lould  prevaiL 
the  immediate  treatment  of  accidents  or  cases  of  emergency.  J 

7255.  You  have  stated  that  you  do  not  consider  constant  attendance  upon  a case  of  insanity  Oration  of  constant 
a desirable  practice,  and  that  it  is  therefore  unnecessary? — I might,  perhaps,  go  so  far  as  attendance  by  the 
to  say  so  much.  I do  not  think  it  very  desirable  for  a person  who  directs  the  medical  medical  officer  upon 
treatment  of  insanity  to  he  much  the  same  as  a medical  nm-setender.  I think  he  should  a“”  of“s“““7- 
visit  at  short  intervals,  m acute  oases,  especially  when  any  special  remedies  were  being 
administered;  then  it  would  be  his  duty,  and  it  has  been  my  practice,  to  observe  closely 

and  at  short  intervals  of  time.  J 

7256.  Although  there  might  not  be  any  necessity  to  see  every  case  daily,  would  you  not 
consider  that  the  medical  manager  of  a lunatic  asylum  would  find  an  ample  number  of 
cases  to  occupy  his  attention  each  day  and  throughout  the  day  ?— Well,  I do  not  believe 
such  to  be  the  fact,  and  I am  convinced  it  is  not  a general  practice.  I am  not  alluding  to 
any  particular  institution,  but  I am  satisfied  such  is  not  the  practice  in  this  country,  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  the  practice  in  the  sister  country. 

7257.  Whom  would  you  intrust  with  that  absolute  control  which  yon  consider  essential  in  Which  of  the  medical 
the  case  we  have  been  discussing,  where  there  should  be  a resident  medical  manager  and  ofliccrs  should  have 
also  a visiting  physician  ? — I think  it  should  rest  with  the  visiting  physician,  he  being  the  absolute  contro1, 
chief  medical  officer.  When  he  considered  it  necessarv  to  give  decisive  orders,  I think, 

as  a rulo  of  service,  those  orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  I think  the  resident  medical 
officer  ought  not  to  be  in  a position  to  raise  difficulties  with  respect  to  such  orders  of  the 
visiting  physician. 

7258.  What  classification  of  the  inmates  is  made  in  this  asylum  ?— They  are  classified,  for  Classification  of 
record,  according  to  the  different  forms  of  the  disease— mania,  monomania,  melancholia,  ilimates- 
dementia,  epilepsy,  and  idiocy.  That  is  the  classification  for  record.  The  classification  in 

the  wards  is  tranquil  and  moderately  tranquil,  a little  less  tranquil  than  the  moderately 
tranquil,  and  the  refractory.  The  refractory  division  is  subdivided  at  the  female  side  by  the 
occupation  of  an  upper  day-room  by  an  average  of  three  females  of  very  disorderly  habits. 

7259.  Has  the  general  bodily  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  been  good? — I would  The  general  bodily 
say  that  I think  it  has  been  under  the  average.  I think  there  has  been  a tendency  to  dis-  health  of  the  inmates 
ease,  the  result  of  debility  of  constitution,  such,  for  instance,  as  scrofula  and  consumption.  tTc^robablJeaXs 

I think  the  imperfect  heating  of  the  establishment  tends  to  that.  Previous  to  the  raising 
of  the  funnel  of  the  steam  engine,  the  imperfect  withdrawal  of  the  smoke  was,  I think,  very 
injurious;  and  I had  very  paramount  proof  of  it  at  the  period  of  the  death  of  the  late 
manager,  who  suffered  from  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  in  the  evening,  especially, 
his  distress  was  extreme.  At  that  time  the  chimney  was  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  lower 
than  at  present,  and  a large  proportion  of  the  soot  blew  into  the  day-rooms  and  dormitories. 

There  is  more  or  less  coldness  in  the  rooms,  which  impairs  the  health  of  the  patients;  and 
on  the  whole  I think  a more  generous  dietary  would  be  medically  advantageous  to  them. 

With  respect  to  any  deficiency  in  that  way,  it  is  right  and  proper  I should  state  that  I feel 
fully  authorized  by  the  rules  to  order  whatever  I think  necessary,  but  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  a certain  amount  of  control  exercised  over  persons  by  public  opinion,  with  respect 
to  expenditure;  and  the  outlay  for  extra  articles  of  diet  has  been  more  than  once  a matter 
of  inquiry  by  the  Board  of  Governors  here. 

7260.  If  you  considered  the  ordinary  dietary  of  the  house  led  to  this  increase  of  dis-  The  dietary; 
ease,  would  you  not  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  to  recommend  an  improved  dietary? — I would, 

and  I did  so ; and  the  dietary  has  been  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  it  has  been 
increased  under  considerable  difficulties;  and  various  improvements  that  were  effected,  I 
have  a clear  recollection,  were  carried  under  a considerable  amount  of  opposition  from  one 
or  more  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  I recollect  when  buttermilk  was  issued 


here  as  an  article  of  diet,  that  Hugh  Morgan  Tuite,  then  member  for  Westmeath,  came 
from  his  ’own  residence  at  Mullingar,  and  vigorously  opposed  the  substitution  of  sweet 
hulk  for  the  buttermilk,  and  expressed  very  strong  opinions  that  the  patients  on  the  whole 
were  rather  too  well  fed.  I wish  to  impress  upon  you,  as  a practical  matter  of  fact,  that 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  officers  is,  their  having  to  contend  against  what  may  be  the 
opinion  of  one  or  more  members  of  the  Board. 

7261.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  dietary  as  it  at  present  stands? — I think  I 
should  say  so.  If  I could  feel  that  I was  altogether  unrestrained,  I might  order  a larger 
supply  of  extras  for  patients  who  need  them;  but  tbe  fact  is,  I felt  a difficulty  with  respect 
to  having  a large  amount  for  extra  diet  appearing  on  tbe  records  of  the  institution.  Of 
c°nr®e  aye  aware  that  there  is  the  greatest  possible  difference  between  the  dietaries 
°t  the  Irish  institutions  and  those  of  the  English  asylums.  I conclude  that  the  subject 
Was  carefully  considered  by  the  proper  authorities,  because  those  dietaries  have  been  all 
“Objected  to  a certain  amount  of  correction  by  central  authorities.  I may  state  to  you,  that 
e original  dietary  of  this  institution  was  established  at  the  suggestion  of  the  manager  of 
e institution,  who  brought  the  dietary  from  the  House  of  Industry  in  Dublin ; and  it  is 
ftu  0llt  P*ace  f°r  me  state  that,  at  the  time  of  my  appointment  to  the  situation 

hold,  I did  regard,  with  such  very  strong  disapprobation,  a great  number  of  the  arrange- 
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paying  patients 
differently  from 
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ments  which  existed,  that  I made  inquiries,  by  permission  of  the  Government,  given  th 
the  Under  Secretary,  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  different  institutions  in  England  Irek  d 
and  Scotland,  and  I placed  the  result  before  the  Governors  here,  in  the  form  of  a mmi  n, 
suggesting  a great  many  rules  for  the  guidance  of  this  institution,  which  were  adopted  1 
the  Governors.  It  is  right  1 should  state,  that  the  two  Inspectors  then  strongly  oimos  H 
the  adoption  of  those  rules,  and  that  it  was  with  considerable  difficulty  the  majority  of  tl 
Board  sanctioned  them,  in  opposition  to  the  active  resistance  of  the  two  then  Inspect 
At  that  period  of  time  I proposed  a code  of  rulc3  which,  perhaps  it  is  not  indelicate  for  m 
to  state,  has  been  the  foundation  of  the  existing  rules.  Those  rules  were  strongly  opposed 
by  the  then  Inspectors,  but  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  this  institution;  and  it  is  per 
haps  not  out  of  place  I should  state  that,  in  the  observations  I then  addressed  to  the 
Governors,  and  published,  the  first  proposal  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  chaplains  to 
asylums  generally ; and  this  is  the  first  provincial  asylum  in  which  chaplains  were  appointed 

7262.  At  the  period  to  which  you  refer,  who  were  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  ?— Major 

Woodward,  and  Major  Palmer,  neither  of  them  medical  men.  A J 

7263.  If  you  considered  extra  dietary  to  be  necessary  for  the  proper  treatment  of  the 

patients,  would  you  not  feel  it  your  duty  to  place  the  patients  upon  that  extra  dietary  with- 
out reference  to  what  might  be  the  views  of  particular  Governors?— I am  afraid  I have  not 
sufficient  moral  courage  to  do  that.  I would  not  feel  exactly  justified  in  taking  a course 
that  might  bear  the  character  of  extravagance.  I may  state  that,  at  the  present  moment 
there  is  a very  large  proportion  of  persons  on  extra  diet  on  the  female  side.  In  one  divi- 
sion on  that  side  there  are  seven,  in  another  there  are  eight  or  nine,  in  another  six  and 
so  on.  I would  say  that,  on  the  female  side,  there  are  probably  about  twenty-eight  or  so 
on  extra  diet.  ° 

7264.  It  is  statod  there  is  no  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution ; what  is  your  opinion 
of  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  an  infirmary? — I think,  as  a general  rule,  it  would  be 
beneficial,  and  that  it  is  the  more  necessary  in  proportion  to  the  increased  size  of  an  estab- 
lishment. Practically,  the  disadvantage  has  not  been  observed  here  to  such  an  extent  as 
at  first  sight  might  be  supposed.  All  the  sick  are  placed  in  sleeping  rooms  and  convales- 
cent divisions,  under  the  care  of  persons  more  habituated  to  attendance  upon  the  sick  than 
those  m the  divisions  in  which  they  .might  take  ill.  I consider  infirmaries  advantageous 
for  hospital  treatment,  but  there  are  not  more  than  perhaps  six  persons  in  the  institution 
requiring  such  treatment. 

7266.  Supposing  an  epidemic  to  break  out  in  the  establishment,  what  arrangements 
would  you  make  to  meet  it? — During  the  whole  course  of  my  service  here,  no  such  neces- 
sity has  arisen.  We  had  two  epidemics  of  cholera  in  this  district.  Wo  have  also  bad 
influenza  from  time  to  time,  which  did  not  render  insulation  necessary.  I do  not  remember 
a single  case  of  maculated  or  ordinary  typhus  fever;  there  has  been  no  case  of  small-pox. 
in  tact  the  difficulty  from  the  want  of  an  infirmary  during  so  long  a period  has  not  been 
so  great  as  might  be  expected. 

7266.  If  any  one  of  those  diseases  arose,  how  would  you  meet  it?— Why.  the  most 
obvious  course  would  he  to  set  apart  one  division  for  those  affected,  which  would  probably 
Do^tlie  convalescent  division  where  the  sick  are  at  present. 

7267.  An  infirmary  would  be  of  advantage  in  that  event?— I think  it  would  he  desirable; 
but  at  the  same  time,  in  this  institution,  with  the  number  in  it,  I do  not  think  the  neces- 
sity has  been  so  very  strong  as  might  be  supposed. 

7268.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  for  the  washing  and  bathing  of  the 
patients.  — They  are  altogether  defective  and  incomplete,  and  I think  the  attendants  are  not 
sufficiently  attentive  in  that  respect.  It  is  right  you  should  be  aware  that,  under  an  order 
, the  ,a  - Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  architect,  is  about  submitting  a plan  for  lavatories  and 
baths,  and  water-closets  also. 

7269.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  are  no  paying  patients,  bevond  a few  pensioners,  in 
tne  establishment ; what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  persons  into 
this  institution  who,  although  not  paupers,  yet  would  be  unable  to  defray  the  full  expense 

. their  maintenance  in  an  asylum?— It  is  an  extremely  difficult  question.  Persons  so 
circumstanced  labour  under  great  disadvantages  at  present,  and  are  very  imperfectly 
provided  lor.  J t it  were  contemplated  to  receive  them  into  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums, 
it  is  probable  that  certain  alterations  in  the  system  ought  to  be  made;  hut  even  if  they 
should  not  be  made,  I think  it  probable  that,  practically,  they  would  be  made,  and  that 
persons  so  circumstanced  would  be  put  iuto  better  positions  in  the  asylums  than  the  other 
patients.  But  I do  think  it  is  a most  serious  existing  defect,  that  provision  is  not  made 
tor  the  due  care  of  persons  of  limited  means  when  suffering  from  insanity.  Nothing  can 
e more  objectionable  than  the  prevailing  practice  in  this  county ; when  persons  are  seized 
with  insanity,  instead  of  trouble  being  taken  to  have  them  removed  into  an  asylum,  which 
should  be  accomplished  within  a period  of  two  or  three  weeks  at  the  farthest,  they  will 

ro-n  tv  h°me’  and  theU  mea®ures  wiH  be  taken  to  have  them  finally  committed  to  prison. 

72a).  Do  you  mean  that  that  ever  occurs  amongst  persons  who  would  be  enabled  to  pay 
a portion  of  the  maintenance  of  the  patients?-  -Yes,  in  those  cases  it  does  occur,  but  in  a 
mU»iVar|er  ProPorfcion  amongst  the  poorer  classes. 

U'-t  • f ?uPP0Se  *kat  persons  of  the  class  to  whom  you  refer  should  be  admitted  into  the 
_ is  nc  sylum  upon  paying  a portion  of  their  maintenance,  do  you  consider  that  any  dif- 
ierence  ot  treatment  regarding  them  should  he  sanctioned?— As  I have  already  said,  it  is  a 
very  difficult  question.  I think  the  establishment  of  a difference  in  the  treatment  would, 
in  a great  measure,  interfere  perhaps  with  the  persons  to  whom  the  institution  more 
propei  y belongs;  I think  they  might  be  interfered  with,  and  their  legitimate  accommoda- 
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tion  and  advantages  might  be  sacrificed  for  the  benefit  of  the  others  I*  is  » iw 

should  bo  approached  with  a considerable  degree  of  caution,  and  with  great  attention  to 

the  regulation  of  tho  details.  1 should  state  that  in  this  institution — I have  not  actual 

eudence  of  it  but  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  several  persons  here  mlm "t/T  v 

who  would  he  disposed  to  pay  a small  sum  annually  towards  their  maintenance.  Some  of  if'  &a" 

those  persons  receive  the  ordinary  treatment  of  the  patients  generally,  and  others  are 

aHowed  some  little  articles  of  luxury,  by  their  friends  leaving  money  in  the  hands  of  the 

conductors  of  the  institution,  which  I never  approved  of  by  anv  means  As  a general  rule 

IwouWmuell  piefei  having  the  patients  take  the  course  of  the  institution  generally,  rather 

than  that  any  of  the  officers  should  receive  money,  either  for  the  purpose,  or  under  tho 

pretext,  of  supplying  them  with  luxuries.  11 

JrlLton' tbL°tLreiS'j£e  °l  tlM  S™,’*?  eanerally,  having  considerable  practice,  is  it  Tho  eta  „tae 
j oui  opinion  that  ther  e is  a laige  class  who,  being  above  the  rank  of  paupers,  are  yet  unable  to  insane  sll0ultl  *>« 
provide  for  their  insane  relatives  in  private  asylums  ? — I have  no  reason  to  think  there  is  a !USImyin« 

fire,™  lknT  tlle  Ch6S  mediaf  behrera  *•  “last  of  gentlemen  farmers  and  SS™ 

7^73  f SI™  that  SJT'  °‘f  '?  ™b0lC>f  cascs  80  S'™4  as  ™Sht  be  expected. 

that  the  torn  new  Sore  1 Tin  ST  o7  “f  phcatio”  ‘°  tllc  “Tl™.  it is  required  The  .a™™,  f.,„ 
that  the  torm  now  before  me  shall  ho  filled  nn?_As  a general  rale,  1 do  not  think  that  how  filled  up. 
admission  form  satisfactory  I originally  framed  it,  and  the  late  manager  made  some  alt  “ 

}TS'  h!d  *1? e*  f16  pl;ntei}  '',lt!10ut  “7  reference  to  me  as  to  any  improvement  that  mio-ht 
he  made,  iliat  foim  has  deteriorated  m successive  editions  instead  of  improving. 

72, 4 Do  you  mean  that  matters  previously  included  are  not  now  contained  therein 
ho,  hut  additions  have  been  made,  and  alterations  in  the  position  of  queries  were  made 
by  the  late  manager.  In  the  affidavit  there  is  a passage  to  the  effect  that  the  applicant 
lia.  not  been  born  an  idiot.  If  had  had  an  opportunity  of  proposing  corrections  Si 
quent  editions,  1 should  have  Objected  to  that  as  being  altogether  at  variance  with  the 
existing  law,  and  tho  orders  of  the  Privy  Council.  ™o 

7275.  Do  you  find,  generally  speaking,  that  when  the  applicants  answer  those  queries  in 
a popei  manner  they  afford  information  which  it  is  desirable  to  have  ?_Ho  doubt  at  all 
f r‘  * *7  do  aid-  14  “ »f  *!>».  certifying  physician  to  till  up  querierand  it t 

a fact  that  I can  generally  form  an  opinion  of  the  calibre  of  a man,  by  tho  de-race  of 
industry  bestowed  upon  the  replies  to  the  queries.  ° 

generally  filled  uXlheSti ^ ”c  those  queries  m.,,,  h„„,„- 

1 ^ aic  not,  and,  as  a general  rule,  the  applications  from  work-  tion  supplied  with 

houses  aie  usually  more  informal  than  applications  from  private  or  other  sources  That  is  workll0llse  ilnd  g™1 

TheTis  rektofto  a ’ m f rel?tives  n0‘  bei,lg  available  to  supply  information!  ”**' 

1^‘1’ afaielatcs  t0  cab.G,s  *rom  gaols,  there  is  no  information  whatever. 

7 7 . . Do  you  consider  that  a defect  ? — A very  serious  defect.  The  replies  to  those 
queries  are  of  importance  for  regulating  the  opinion  to  be  expressed  by  me?to  the  Board 
0 SIX"  *b™  !n  mmmS  ton  decision  an  to  whether  the  patient  should  be  admitted  or  not 
in  She, ™ 0 yT'  01™  as  *°.the  ****  of  “?  class  of  lunatics  being  detained  Deletion  of  lunatic, 

. ..  " . . .c  ■ — opinion  is  against  it.  I think  persons  of  unsound  mind  had  better  ln  workhouses. 

, “ m an  nistitution  devoted  to  that  purpose  exclusively,  for  it  is  obviously  objec- 
tionable, in  every  sense  of  the  word,  to  have  thorn  in  workhouses.  Under  a very'  perfect 
special  system,  asylums  for  idiots  alone,  as  apart  from  lunatics,  might  be  desirable,  and 
dl*ahtTOiiLPerfef  VStiT'  a5),1T S {or  l5atimts  m,!iHy  t0  recover  might  he  perhaps 
receltai ’of  “c“  peraZ  ' 7 ’”a"lfeS*17  “““  palpa“7  objeo*”abk  f“  tfie 

‘S9' 1)0  y°“tbiuk  that  any  class  of  insane  patients,  who  are  harmless,  might  be  left  in 
™ "SeS,  WiS  ^vantage ? — There  might,  perhaps,  be  a few,  hut  I think  it  is  an 
tW  o 7 d°U,itfu  ma*ter‘  % opinion  of  workhouses  and  their  inmates  generally  is,  that 
”6’  ?0raUy  sPe.al?ng,  extremely  unsound  and  corrupt ; and  therefore  persons  suffering 
intp  ?J  degree  ot  nifh-mity  of  mind,  who  might  be  unable  vigorously  to  protect  their  own 
^^  wonid  be  very  hkeiy  to  suffer  in  them. 

mad  a f 'I  .workhouses  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  what  special  arrangements  are 
that  T ?r  una’ilcs  • d have  very  little  acquaintance  with  the  practice  in  workhouses,  not 
• , ’ laV€j  n°M  deen  interested  in  the  subject.  You  must  excuse  me  for  again  entering 
mernli°me  p +i  r>  ^ken  ^!ie  workhouse  for  this  union  was  being  erected,  I was  elected  a 
was  A f dd°ard  of  Guardians ; and  in  that  capacity,  in  conjunction  with  others,  it 
I did  \ 7 d)ay  afi-ention  with  respect  to  the  arrangements  for  the  selection  of  a site. 

0i  • an  aGt^ve  Parfc  with  others,  supposing  that  the  arrangement  made  was  very 

recei  ?iDat)ie'  due  result  was,  at  least  I thought  so,  regarding  it  as  cause  and  effect,  that  I 
should  a communication  from  tho  Under  Secretary,  simply  and  precisely  stating,  that  if  I 
send  con  , }u<?  t°  serve  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would 
befni-»a  ^edlCa.  officer  to  take  charge  of  this  institution.  I stated  that  fact  in  evidenco 
meiuKn^  dlc  blouse  of  Commons.  Of  course,  I resigned  my  situation  as  a 

candidfil+  r t,Boai'd  of  Guardians,  and  at  no  subsequent  period  did  I offer  myself  as  a 
I w9o  • 6 *°r  e*ect10n  j and  I have  ever  had  a feeling  that,  when  entering  the  workhouse, 

7981°  fome  dcoree  to  be  regarded  as  an  intruder. 

tion  rpv  f-a?PearS  fl  0m  tlie  DaiJy  Statement  Book  that,  out  of  154  inmates  of  this  institu-  Number  of  incurable 
p,  ’ ent.V-seven  are  deemed  to  be  incurable— supposing  a pressure  upon  the  Board  of  cases  iu  the  Asylum; 
arranfrempn J°r  addl.tional  admissions,  to  increase,  have  you  ever  considered  whether  any  molfin1  aCC°m' 
wasinpr^6^ at  could  he  made  for  disposing-  of  those  incurable  cases? — The  accommodation 
tion  hPpa!!eCi/rnra  ^l4,40  20°-  d,  of  course,  did  consider  that  question  when  the  iustitu- 
ame  lull,  and  before  the  asylum  was  built  at  Mullingar,  and  it  was  very  much 

2R 
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by  friends. 
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regards  such  cases; 
inspection  of 
licensed  houses. 


discussed  by  the  Board  of  Governors ; the  opinion  that  it  would  bo  well  to  raise  qid 
wings  was,  I think,  generally  arrived  at,  and  it  was  not  contemplated  to  make  any  sneeifi 
proposition  to  transfer  the  incurables  to  another  institution.  J 1 CUIC 

7282.  What  is  your  opinion,  generally,  as  to  the  propriety  or  advisability  of  incurable  case* 
being  accommodated  in  a distinct  and  separate  asylum?— I am  not  prepared  to  express  anv 
opinion  upon  the  subject  in  any  very  decided  tone  ; at  the  same  time,  1 incline  to  the  ooiuinn 
that  you  should  have  them  all  together,  and  for  this  especial  reason,  that  many 
supposed  to  bo  incurable  often  recover  after  a considerable  lapse  of  time.  The  division  of 
patients  into  curable  and  incurable  is  not  easy ; and  I may  now  state  that  the  forms  of 
returns  sent  by  the  Commissioners  to  this  institution  to  be  filled  up,  differ  from  the  form* 
in  the  Morning  Statement  Book,  the  form  in  the  book  being  a division  of  the  patients  into 
“supposed”  curable  and  “supposed”  incurable.  The  Commissioners’  query  is  “probably” 
curable,  and  “ probably”  incurable.  The  consequence  is,  the  numbers  in  the  retains  differ 
from  the  numbers  stated  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book,  for  those  in  the  book  embrace  a 
larger  number  of  persons  that  have  a reasonable  chance  of  recovering. 

7283.  You  feel  a difficulty,  therefore,  in  coming  to  a final  determination  as  to  a case 
being  absolutely  incurable  ? — Quite  so  ; in  many  cases  Dr.  Burton  and  I were  at  a loss 
which  we  should  mark  curable  and  which  incurable. 

7284.  Supposing,  from  the  pressure  of  applications  for  admission  to  an  asylum,  it  became 
necessary  to  erect  additional  buildings,  would  you  sec  any  objection  to  the  class  of  supposed 
incurable  lunatics  being  removed  to  another  building  on  the  premises,  where  they  would 
still  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  medical  officer?— The  conclusion  that  was  arrived 
at,  when  the  subject  was  under  consideration  here  before,  was,  that,  even  with  the  extent 
of  ground  we  have,  a separate  building  would  probably  be  desirable,  and  it  is  what  I would 
deem  desirable. 


7285.  Was  it  considered  that  any  additional  economy  would  result  from  that  arrange- 
ment, as  compared  with  adding  generally  to  the  asylum  ?— It  was  never  in  any  degree 
made  clear  to  me  that  there  , would,  nor  do  I believe  that  any  economy  would  exist  either 
m the  clothing,  dietary,  or  supervision, 

7286.  Are  those  supposed  incurable  cases  generally  cases  that  arc  not  on  extra  diet  ?— I 
think  that  the  incurables  are,  generally  speaking,  more  generally  on  extra  diet  than  the 
curables.  lho  incurables  are  more  broken  down  and  shattered,  and  are  cases  of  longer 
standing- ; so  I would  state  from  my  general  recollection  of  the  cases  ; I do  not  think  that 
a cheaper  description  of  diet  would  ho  appropriate  for  incurable  cases  more  than  for 
curable  cases.  During  the  active  stages  of  the  diseases,  of  course,  less  stimulating  food 
'Tom  i Slpen  “}au  when  the  health  might  be  impaired  by  long-existing  disease. 

7287.  In  case  of  an  additional  building  for  those  incurable  cases  being  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  existing  asylum,  would  not  an  economy  result  as  regards  the  superior  officers?— 

’ i e sa“e  s*’a“  8uPei'ior  officers  would  manage  the  entire. 

. ‘ difficulty  that  would  exist  in  determining  who  were  curable  and  who  were 

incurable,  would  equally  exist  with  reference  to  those  who  were  to  go  to  the  additional 
building  that  might  be  erected  on  the  grounds  ?— Quite  so  ; but  practically  I do  not  see 
that  the  subdivision  of  patients  into  curable  and  incurable  is  substantially  important ; for 
ms  ance,  going  through  this  institution,  you  will  find  in  every  division  curables  and  incur- 
ables—at  least,  m divisions  where  most  curables  are  found,  you  will  also  find  incurables, 
m ZTUOe  °f  their  habits  beinS  orderly  and  harmless. 

Jrom  y°uj-  knowledge  of  the  country  generally,  do  you  think  there  is  any  reluct- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes  to  send  their  lunatic  relatives  to  asylums  ? — I do  not, 
pridc^bont'it  ^ ^nrib  there  is  on  the  part  of  the  upper  classes,  who  have  more  a feeling  of 

7290.  Do  you  consider  any  additional  legislation  necessary,  with  reference  to  the 
cases  ot  lunatics  who  may  be  detained  by  their  friends — persons  who  have  not  either 
been  made  lunatics  by  Commission  of  Chancery,  or  are  under  the  inspection  of  the 
inspectors  of  Asylums '?  I think  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  reach  those  cases;  I 
do  not  think  they  are  many  m number.  There  is,  withiu  a short  distance  of  this  town,  a 
young  lady  in  an  unhappy  state  of  insanity.  The  means  of  the  family  are  very  small,  and 

n is  institution  is  open  to  that  young  lady.  I am  sure  she  would  be  much  better 
circumstanced  here  than  at  home,  and  yet  they  wffl  not  remove  her  to  this  place,  and  they 
cannot  pay  lor  her  m a private  asylum.  I believe  the  truth  is  that  they  are  too  proud  to 
place  her  m this  establishment. 

7291.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  providing,  by  legislative  enactment,  for  the  proper 
rea  men  o such  cases  ..  I do,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  entering  a private  family  and 
a private  bouse  to  investigate,  under  the  control  and  power  of  the  law,  as  to  the  existing 
or^e^t^disease^^ &t  famil,5r  refemico  to  persons  suffering  more  or  less  under  bodily 

. ^°.w  d°  jc>u  consider  tbe  helpless  condition  of  such  members  of  society  would 

justny  any  interference  by  the  legislature  on  their  behalf  ?— So  far  as  I have  an  opportu- 

y o orming  an  opinion,  the  necessity  is  not  sufficient  to  call  for  legislative  interference, 
particularly  as  the  powers  of  the  Inspectors,  under  the  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  go 
far  towards  reaching  those  cases. 

7293.  You  are  aware  of  the  limited  powers  of  the  Inspectors  as  regards  individual  cases?— 

, aware  shey  are  limited  as  to  entering  a house  where  a member  of  a family  is  supposed 
to  oe  insane,  and  even  supposed  not  to  be  well  treated ; I am  aware  there  is  a difficulty 
with  respect  to  that,  that  in  fact  they  are  prevented  from  going  in,  but  they  are  not 
prevented  from  visiting  patients  where  payment  is  made. 
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7294.  Or,  I believe,  licensed  bouses,  with  two  or  more  inmates  ? — It  is  their  duty  to  Maryborough. 
inspect  them,  and  in  case  of  one,  by  private  arrangement  with  the  Chancellor.  Those  are  Mmbo^i  Burnet 
also  under  the  control  of  the  Inspectors.  J Asylum. 

7295. 1 believe  you  are,  yourself,  licensed  for  two  establishments  for  the  reception  of  the  John  Jacob,  Esq., 
insane  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town?— Yes.  m.d. 

7296.  How  long  have  you  had  those  institutions? — I would  say, since  1842. 

7297.  Have  you  a separate  licence  for  each  house  ? — Yes ; one  establishment  is  for  males,  The  private  Asylums 

and  the  other  for  females.  under  the  control 

7298.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  licence,  or  is  the  matter  discussed  of  tlle  witnes8, 
at  Quarter  Sessions,  or  is  the  licence  given  as  a matter  of  form  ? — I have  never  heard  any 
discussion.  I have  no  reason  to  think  it  is  given  as  a matter  of  form.  I rather  think  it  is 

very  much  granted  on  my  character,  and,  I presume,  on  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors. 

7299.  When  the  certificate  was  originally  granted,  I believe  a plan  of  the  premises  was 
submitted  to  the  magistrates  ? — It  was.  I submit  it  every  time  I apply  for  a renewal  of 
my  licence. 

7300.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  licensing  The  law  with  refer- 
of  private  asylums? — t think  the  law  extremely  defective,  crude,  and  ill-constructed.  I ence  to  the  licensing 

, think,  without  going  further  than  the  forms  in  the  schedule  of  the  records  to  be  kept,  they  of  Pnvate  Asylums, 
are  so  unmeaning  that  the  most  casual  observer  must  see  their  imperfections.  I think  it 
probable  I have  a copy  of  the  Act  in  the  room.  I keep  at  present  a book  or  a weekly 
record  of  the  state  of  the  institution,  which  gives  no  correct  idea  of  what  the  state  of  the 
establishment  is ; for  instance,  as  I recollect,  there  is  required  the  number  of  probably 
curable  men  and  the  names  of  the  probably  curable  women.  I put  the  figures  in  one 
column  for  the  curable  men,  and  I put  a string  of  names  for  curable  women.  The 
whole  thing  appears  to  have  been  constructed  in  the  most  extraordinary  way.  If  the  names 
are  necessary  in  one  case,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  they  are  necessary  in  the  other — that 
is,  the  names  of  the  probably  incurable.  If  it  is  not  out  of  place,  I may  remark  here,  that 
I have  the  strongest  possible  objection  to  raise  against  that  Act,  as  being  altogether  most 
unreasonable,  intolerant,  and  intolerable.  Excuse  me  for  again  giving  you  a fact.  I have 
been  absent  for  five  days  in  England  ; during  my  absence  a young  lady  was  received  into 
my  asylum;  a copy  of  the  certificate  was  not  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  within  forty- 
eight  hours,  as  required  by  law.  My  failing  to  do  that  constitutes  my  having  been  guilty  of 
a misdemeanour,  and  I believe  the  punishment  for  a misdemeanour  is  two  year's’  imprison- 
ment. If,  from  any  cause,  I should  fail  to  send  forward  a copy  of  the  document  within 
forty-eight  hours,  1 am  guilty  of  a misdemeanour.  If  I should  fail  to  enter  the  particulars 
in  the  register  within  five  days,  I am  guilty  of  a misdemeanour.  If,  under  any  circum- 
stances of  emergency,  a patient  should  bo  brought,  in  the  utmost  state  of  excitement,  to 
the  gate  of  my  establishment,  and  that  I should  receive  that  person  under  any  emergency 
without  a medical  certificate,  I would  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanour.  If,  upon  the 
Inspectors  visiting  the  institution,  I should  fail  to  produce  the  books  and  lay  them  on  the 
table,  I am  subject  to  a penalty  of  £20.  . Now,  those  penal  clauses  do  appear  to  me  to  be 
altogether  of  a most  extreme  and  most  unjustifiable  character,  and  strongly  calculated  to 
deter  respectable  men  from  engaging  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  which  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  public.  It  may  be  said  to  me — “ It  is  true,  you  may  be  imprisoned  for 
two  years,  but  you  know  you  will  not.”  It  is  right  I should  mention  that  on  a recent  occa- 
sion I received  a letter  from  the  Inspectors,  on  the  subject  of  my  having  taken  in  more 
patients  than  the  number  contained  in  my  licence,  which  circumstance  I had  reported  to 
the  Inspectors.  The  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  law  authorities,  and  the 
Attorney-General  and  the  Solicitor-General  gave  an  opinion  in  writing  that,  though  I had 
been  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  law,  they  thought  I should  not  be  prosecuted,  but  that  I 
should  be  seriously  admonished.  I did  write,  in  reply  to  that,  a very  earnest  remonstrance, 
that  I was  not  satisfied  to  have  my  name  stand  on  record  as  a person  guilty  of  offence 
against  the  law,  and  as  one  who  deserved  a serious  admonition,  given  from  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, or  the  Attorney-General,  or  the  Solicitor-General.  I mention  those  facts,  in  the 
hope  that  I may  possibly  direct  some  degree  of  attention  to  the  necessity  that  there  is  for 
an  alteration  of  the  law- 

7301.  In  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred,  I understand  that  you  received  patients  Receiving  a larger 
beyond  the  number  which  the  law  authorized  you  to  receive  ? — Yes,  which  I fully  accounted 

for  in  this  way : in  the  first  place,  I took  two  licences  for  one  . general  institution  for  the  the  licence, 
treatment  of  male  and  female  patients ; to  render  my  arrangements  for  their  treatment 
more  complete,  I have  separate  buildings  and  separate  premises.  In  reason  and  justice, 

I think  I should  be  permitted  to  have  one  general  licence,  that  licence  covering  the 
number  that  I should  receive.  In  neither  institution  did  I receive,  on  any  occasion,  1 may 
say>  up  to  the  number  for  which  I had  full  and  ample  accommodation ..  I have  always  had 
accommodation  to  sjpare,  and  in  the  ladies’  establishment  I never  received  the  full  number 
for  which  I had  taken  out  licence ; and,  as  a general  rule,  not  having  applicants  for  the 
Humber  for  which  I took  licence,  I did  not  take,  separately,  a licence  for  the  large  number 
m the  male  asylum,  hut  I put  one  against  the  other ; and  during  the  period  of  my  having  the 
licence,  the  number  of  patients  increased,  and  I then  determined  the  next  time  that  I 
should  take  out  a licence  for  an  increased  number. 

, 7302. 1 believe  the  law  requires  there  should  he  a licence  for  each  house  ? — Certainly  ; a licence  required 
it  requires  more  than  that ; it  requires  and  provides  that  the  patients  shall  he  in  separate  for  eacb  house, 
buildings;  and  it  is  another  imperfection  of  the  law,  that  if  on  the  same  premises— if,  for 
instance,  this  institution  were  a private  asylum,  the  law,  as  I read  it,  if  rigidly  enforced, 
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Granting  of  the 
licences  by  the 
magistrates;  fixing 
the  number  of 
patients. 


The  enforcement  of 
the  lav  with  respect 
to  private  Asylums. 


would  require  a licence  for  the  building  at  the  east,  and  another  for  the  building  at  th 
west  side  of  the  premises.  ° tne 

7303.  Without  going  into  the  question  of  law,  which  provides  that  detached  buildings 

shall  be  considered  part  of  the  licensed  house,  is  it  not  a principle  of  the  law  that  tl 
magistrates,  in  giving  a licence  for  certain  buildings,  shall  consider  those  buildings  suitahl 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  number  of  persons  named  in  the  licence? Yes.  ° °1C 

7304.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  in  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  that  a person  taking  out  tw 
licences  for  two  houses  separate  and  apart,  should  be  enabled  to  put  a larger  number  int° 
one  house  than  the  licence  permitted?— Provided  the  licence  was  taken  out  for  the  maj 
mum  number  that  could  be  accommodated,  lie  should  not;  for  instance,  if  the  house  could 
accommodate  twenty  patients,  and  the  proprietor  considered  he  was  not  likely  to  have  more 
than  eight  or  nine,  it  would  he  very  unreasonable  that  he  should  take  out  a licence  for 
twenty;  and  equally  unreasonable,  if  he  took  out  a licence  for  nine  that  he  could  not  take 
in  the  tenth  patient,  and  that  was  my  case. 

7305.  In  the  case  you  have  put,  the  magistrates,  acting  under  the  law,  determine  that 
the  house  shall  be  licensed  for  nine  patients?— I determine  that,  because  I ask  for  no  more- 
but  if  I asked  to  have  a licence  for  sixteen  patients,  they  would,  on  inquiry,  and  on  inves- 
tigation, and  on  examination  of  the  plau,  grant  my  application;  but  I did  not  ask  for  such 
a licence.  Again,  when  an  application  for  the  renewal  of  a licence  would  take  place  they 
would  and  should  have  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  before  them;  and  if  the  Inspectors 
reported  the  building  was  insufheient  for  the  number,  the  magistrates  would  limit  the  number 

730G.  Without  entering  into  the  question  what  the  magistrates  might  or  would  have 
done,  which  we  are  not  competent  here  to  determine,  is  it  not  the  case  that  the  licence 
was  given,  in  the  instance  to  which  you  refer,  for  nine  male  patients? Yes. 

7307.  Is  it  not  equally  the  case  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Commissioners’  visit,  there 
were  thirteen  male  patients  in  that  asylum? — Yes. 

7308.  Was  not  that  an  infringement  of  the  law? — Yes. 

7309.  How  do  you  consider  the  law  could  be  enforced,  if  its  infringement  was  not 
attended  with  some  penalty? — I think  a perfect  check  exists  in  the  power  of  the  magistrates 
to  withhold  the  renewal  of  the  licence. 


The  penalties 
imposed  for  the 
violation  of  the  lav. 


7310.  That  check  would  not  be  enforced  or  applied  for  probably  eleven  months  after 
the  infringement  of  the  law  had  taken  place?— And  at  the  end  of  the  eleven  months,  the 
withholding  of  the  licence,  and  depriving  the  man  of  a large  amount  of  capital,  would  be  a 
punishment  more  than  sufficient,  and  would  fall  in  due  time. 

^ J311.  In  enforcing  the  provisions^of  the  law  intended  to  prevent  private  licensed  houses 
ent 

73  T2.  How  would  the  safety  of  the  inmates’ health  he  provided  for  by  the  punishment 


Books  to  be  kept  in 
each  private  Asylum, 
anil  to  be  produced 
when  required. 


~ * — *e>  ui  cuv  uiKuueu  prevent  private  licensed  Houses 

- unduly  crowded,  the  safety  of  the  inmates  is  to  be  considered  as  well  as  the  punish- 
ment of  the  parties  infringing  the  law? Clearly. 


of  an  individual  in  the  course  of  eleven  months’  time  ?— If  I am  not  in  error  with  respect 
to  the  law,  I think  the  Chancellor  is  empowered  to  withdraw  licences  at  any  time;  and  if 
the  Inspector,  on  visiting  the  asylum,  found  twenty  patients  crowded  in  an  asylum  fit  only 
ior  twelve;  and  if  the  Inspector  would  say  to  the  proprietor — “ You  have  hero  more  than 
you  can  accommodate,  you  must  send  some  of  them  away;  ” if  he  did  that,  and  if  the  pro- 
prietor did  not  comply  with  his  wish,  the  Inspector  would  only  have  to  apply  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, and  he  would  withdraw  the  licence. 

7313.  Do  you  consider  the  other  penalties,  except  that  power  of  withdrawing  the  licence, 
W t u v W0  • optiouof  the  Chancellor  to  exercise,  should  be  entirely  removed? 

• lt  W0UJ^  amply  sufficient,  and  I really  am  convinced  that  it  is  altogether 

t0  r , er  f1  mal1  liable  to  two  years’  imprisonment  for  such  an  act  as  that, 
i 6 Penal*Y  °*  a misdemeanour  is  not  necessarily  two  years’  imprisonment?— It  is 
possibly  the  punishment.  J l 

7315.  With  regard  to  the  hooks  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  for  the  non-production 
ot  winch  when  called  for,  it  is  stated  the  Act  imposes  a penalty  of  £20—1  believe  the  Act 
requires  those  books  to  be  kept  in  the  house? — Certainly. 

7316.  Where  do  you  keep  the  books  of  the  private  establishment? — I keep  the  hooks, 
generally  speaking,  m my  own  house.  In  consequence  of  the  fact  that  I had  two  separate 
establishments.  I did  consider  that  one  set  of  books  would  be  complete  and  sufficient  for 

e puiposes  of  the  double  establishment;  so  it  was  recognised  in  practice  by  the 
Inspectors,  from  the  period  of  the  opening  of  the  establishment  in  1842  to  the  present  time; 
ut  when  1 received  from  the  office  of  the  Inspectors  an  expression  of  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant a disapprobation,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor- General  that 
i was  guilty  of  an  offence,  because  I had  a number  of  patients  greater  than  I had  taken  out 
licence  lor,  1 then  deemed  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  pun- 
ishmont  for  misdemeanour,  and  I placed  books  in  each  house. 


noi  had  I any  reason  to  be  aware  of  it,  because  we  have  always  been  working  with  one  set 
of  books  for  the  whole  establishment. 


Powers  of  the 
Inspectors  under 
5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123, 
over  licensed  houses. 


731 7.  I believe  the  law  contemplated  there  being  hooks  in  each  house?— I am  not  aware, 

f books  f 

7318.  How  far  is  your  private  residence,  where  those  books  were  kept,  from  the  asylum 

—1  would  say  au  English  mile.  r 

7319.  What  amount  ia  payable  for  tie  licence?— Ten  shillings  for  each  patient;  amini- 

P°™ds,  and  ten  shillings  for  each  patient,  per  annum. 

TO.  I"  7“"  opinion  as  to  the  powers  given  by  the  Act  of  the  6th  and  6th  Vic., 
cap.  123,  to  the  Inspectors  over  licensed  houses?— I never  considered  them  in  any  degree 
oDjectionable,  and  I have  always  considered  them  sufficient.  I think  there  could  he  no 
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reasonable  objection  raised  to  the  powers  of  the  Inspectors.  The  most  stringent  is  the  Maryborough. 

power  given  them  to  come  and  inspect  at  night,  in  case  of  sworn  information,  stating  a — 

belief  in  the  existence  of  any  abuse.  I believe  that  is  a justifiable  power  under  such  A^ar'Jl,0^!f^istnct 
circumstances ; and  I am  quite  under  the  impression  that  the  powers  of  the  Inspectors  are  j , 
amply  sufficient ; but  I do  think  the  whole  tone  of  the  law  extremely  degrading  to  respect-  ° ,n  ^ ' 
able  proprietors,  if  they  are  honest  men,  and  as  members  of  a liberal  profession. 

7321.  How  frequently  do  the  Inspectors  usually  visit  the  houses  for  which  you  are  Visits  of  the 
licensed  ? — As  a general  rule,  the  Inspectors  visit  them  when  they  visit  this  asylum.  I Inspectors, 
say  as  a general  rule,  but  they  do  not  do  so  always.  I think  they  liave  often  visited  them 

when  they  have  not  visited  here.  Sometimes  then-  visits  have  been  more  frequent  than  at 
other  times;  and  I think  that  perhaps  within  the  last  two  years — I will  not  bind  myself  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  figures — Dr.  Nugent  may  have  visited  two  or  three  times  in  the  course 
of  each  year.  I think  Dr.  White  visited  more  frequently. 

7322.  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  making  record  in  the  Inspectors’  Visiting  Book  of  their 
visits? — Occasionally,  but  not  always;  they  have  freqently  visited  without  making  a record. 

7323.  Do  they  always  record  their  half-yearly  visits? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
they  make  visits  regularly  every  half-year;*  I rather  think  their  practice  is  to  visit  within 
the  half-year.  I am  not  aware  of  any  distinction  between  the  visits  at  one  period  and 
another. 

7324.  Is  there  any  thing  respecting  the  law  with  reference  to  private  lunatic  asylums  to  Private  Asylums  Act. 
which  you  would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners? — I am  not  prepared  to 

say,  at  the  present  time,  that  there  is ; but  I do  most  strongly  object,  and  I would  hope 
there  is  not  a possibility  of  an  Act  passing  the  Legislature,  containing  clauses  of  a penal 
character  such  as  now  exist.  I would  object  most  strongly  to  them.  I do  not  propose  to 
make  any  further  observations  at  the  present  time.  I do  not  say  that  I am  fully  prepared 
on  the  subject. 

7325.  Is  there  any  other  matter  connected  with  the  general  object  of  our  inquiry  to 
which  you  would  wish  to  direct  our  attention  ? — No,  I do  not  think  there  is.  In  fact,  it  is 
principally  with  respect  to  the  Private  Asylums  Act  I wished  to  direct  attention.  The 
other  matters  in  my  evidence  were  stated  by  me  in  reply  to  the  questions  put  to  me. 

7326. 1 believe  the  attending  physician  is,  in  your  opinion,  better  qualified  than  the  resi-  Treatment  of 
dent  to  treat  the  ordinary  cases  of  disease  to  be  found  in  the  asylum  ? — That  is  my  opinion,  ordinary  diseases  of 

7327.  I believe  you  have  also  stated  that,  in  some  cases  which  were  first  seen  and  treated  Asylums”  profit 

by  Dr.  Burton,  that  you  left  them  in  his  charge  to  the  close? — That  I have  done.  sional  etiquette; 

7328.  And  you  stated  that  you  did  that  in  accordance  with  what  you  considered  to  be  duty  to  patients, 
professional  etiquette  ? — Precisely. 

7329.  Do  you  think  it  right,  in  the  treatment  of  a patient,  to  make  professional  eti- 
quette a primary  consideration,  if  you  considered  the  attending  physician  better  qualified 
than  the  other  to  deal  with  the  case? — No  case  arose  involving  that  question.  No  case 
arose  that  brought  home  to  me  the  obligation  or  necessity  to  say  to  Dr.  Burton, — “ I take 
that  case  out  of  your  hands,  because  I do  not  think  you  are  treating  it  properly.” 

7330.  How  would  you  act  if  such  a case  did  arise? — Of  course  I would  act  according  to 
what  I considered  to  be  my  duty  to  the  patient.  If  I saw  evil  or  mischief  resulting  to  a 
patient,  I would  say  to  Dr.  Burton, — “ I take  a very  strong  view  of  tins  case,  different  from 
yours,”  and  I think  it  is  probable,  in  that  event,  that  Dr.  Burton  would  conform  to  my 
opinion. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Harpur,  Rector  of  Maryborough,  sworn  and  examined.  Rev.  Tbos.  Harpur. 

7331.  I believe  you  are  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum? — I am. 

7332.  Have  you  been  so  for  many  years? — Yes,  I was  one  of  the  original  Governors. 

7333.  Have  you  been  a constant  attendant  at  the  Board  ? — Indeed,  more  so,  perhaps,  than 
any  other,  from  my  living  so  convenient  to  the  asylum. 

7334.  Have  you  found  the  attendance  of  Governors,  generally,  numerous? — Indeed,  I Attendance  of 

would  say  pretty  fair.  The  record,  of  the  meetings  will  tell  you.  _ Governors. 

7335.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed,  Appointment  of 
namely,  by  the  Executive  Government? — I should  suppose  it  is  as  good  an  arrangement  as  Governors, 
any  other  that  could  be  suggested. 

7336.  Are  the  Grand  Juries  in  the  habit  of  appointing  any  committee  to  visit  the  estab-  Visitation  of  the 
lishment ?— Oh  yes;  every  assizes  there  is  a committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  Jury  to  J^tteeof^e  Grand 
visit.  The  same  members  visit  this  asylum,  and  the  gaol,  and  the  infirmary ; all  of  which  jury. 

are  supported,  in  a great  degree,  by  the  county,  and  they  enter  reports  in  the  books 
according  to  what  they  find  to  be  the  case. 

7337.  Do  the  Governors  appoint  any  visiting  committee  to  visit  the  house  between  the 

monthly  meetings,  to  see  that  their  orders  are  earned  out? — No.  _ Inspection  by  the 

7 338.  Any  inspection  or  visitation  of  the  asylum,  therefore,  between  the  monthly  meetings,  Governors, 
by  the  members  of  the  Board,  is  optional? — Yes. 

7339.  When  matters  arise  which  call  for  investigation,  is  it  the  practice  of  the  Board  to 
investigate  such  matters  themselves,  or  to  refer  them  to  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  to  inves- 
tigate ? — Indeed,  I think,  in  the  first  instance,  they  investigate  them  themselves.  I do  not 
recollect  their  having  officially  investigated. 

7340.  Are  the  Inspectors  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Board? — Yes. 

7341.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Inspectors  being  Propriety  of  the 
members  of  the  Board? — I will  say  for  one  that  it  is  an  advantage,  for  their  experi-  Inspectors  being 
ence  and  their  knowledge  in  these  matters  are  useful  to  the  Governors.  They  give  us  S®0™ 
valuable  hints. 
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The  cbargeability 
ofthe  inmates. 


The  King's  County 
members  of  the 
Board. 


Question  of  the 
Manager  being  a 
medical  or  non- 
professional man. 


Contemplated 
improvements  in  the 
Asylum;  lavatories; 
water-closets. 


Insufficient  warmth. 


The  supply  of  water. 


Chaplains. 


7342.  Do  you  consider  it  dcsirablo  that  they  should  have  the  power  of  voting  like  otk 

members  of  the  Board  ? — I should  say  so ; I do  not  see  wliy  they  should  not.  ° 61 

7343.  You  do  not  consider  it  necessary,  therefore,  that  their  position  at  the  Board  should 

be  rendered  similar  to  that  of  Poor  Law  Inspectors  at  Boards  of  Guardians? No ; I would 

consider  it  better  they  should  have  a vote. 

7344.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
inmates  being  transferred  from  the  county  rate  to  the  poor  rate? — I should  prefer  it 
standing  just  as  it  is  at  present.  I do  not  find  that  there  has  been  any  objection  raised  I 
know,  that  with  the  view  of  satisfying  the  county,  statements  of  the  expenditure  were  fur- 
nished to  the  Grand  Jury,  which  is  done  every  year. 

7345.  Do  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  King’s  County  send  a committee  hero,  or  any  person  on 
then-  part,  to  examine  the  asylum  ? — No. 

7346.  Do  the  King’s  County  members  of  the  Board  attend  here  frequently  ? I am  sorry 

to  say  that,  generally  speaking,  they  do  not ; for  a length  of  time  they  did  not  attend,  but 
we  have  got  a member  who  does. 

7347.  During  the  time  that  you  havo  been  a Governor,  you  have  had  experience  of  anon- 

professional  manager  of  the  asylum,  and  also  of  the  arrangement  under  which  the  manager 
is  a medical  man '? — Yes.  a 

_ 7348;  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  the  manager  of  the  institu- 
tion being  a medical  man  ? — There  is  a great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  I heard  my 
friend,  Dr.  Jacob,  give  his  testimony,  and  I think  there  is  a groat  deal  of  reason  in  it.  If  a 
medical  gentleman  is  appointed  resident  manager  or  physician,  his  private  practice  is  alto- 
gether stopped;  and  therefore,  I think  liis  services  as  a medical  man  are  greatly  diminished 
in  value ; let  him  be  ever  so  well  qualified  coming  in,  their  value  is  diminished  by  his  being 
put  out  of  practice,  except  such  practice  as  he  finds  here  ; hut  at  the  same  time,  there  will 
he  cases  of  emergency,  which  it  would  be  well  to  have  a medical  man  on  the  spot  to  treat. 

7349.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Board  have  had  under  their  consideration  certain 
improvements  in  the  building?— Yes,  we  are  anxious  to  have  lavatories;  those  originally 
made  in  the  house  were  found  not  at  all  to  answer  the  purpose.  Wo  got  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
the  architect,  down,  and  he  has  furnished  us  with  plans  for  lavatories.  I would  very  much 
doubt  myself,  with  respect  to  water-closets,  whether  they  would  answer  for  such  an  institu- 
tion as  this.  W e have  water-closets  in  the  infirmary,  and  the  patients  there  require  a certain 
degree  of  intelligence  to  make  use  of  them.  If  we  are  to  have  water-closets,  there  should 
be  great  care  taken  as  to  the  description  of  persons  allowed  to  make  uso  of  them. 

7350.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  want  of  warmth  in  the 
building  wbat  are  the  views  of  the  Governors  on  the  point  ? — The  building  was  worse  off 
in  that  respect  for  a long  time  than  it  is  at  present.  It  certainly  is  a source  of  anxiety  to 
the  Governors  to  endeavour  to  restrict  the  enormous  expense.  Wo  find  there  is  an 
enormous  deal  of  fuel  consumed  in  the  house ; and  yet,  with  all  that,  the  long  corridors 
here  are  very  often  colder  than  they  ought  to  bo. 

7351.  What  is  the  fuel  generally  used? — Coal. 

7352.  Iho  consumption  of  coal  appears  to  bo  between  four  and  fivo  tons  a-wcok  on  an 
average  ? — Yes,  something  about  that. 

7353.  With  regard  to  the  supply  of  water,  and  its  distribution  through  the  house,  does 
that  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Board? — We  have  two  sources  of  supply  of  water,  one  of 
soft  water,  sent  up  by  au  engine  through  the  house,  and  there  is  a pump  outside. 

7354.  Have  the  Board  ever  had  under  their  consideration  the  propriety  of  having  a 
school  established  in  the  institution? — No,  the  Inspectors  never  suggested  or  hinted  at  that. 

7355.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  chaplains  has  worked  beneficially  ? — I should 
say  so.  1 am  the  Protestant  chaplain,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  an  exceedingly  humane 
and  proper  arrangement.  Some  of  the  inmates  take  a lively  interest  in  the  service,  and 
even  the  worst  of  them  probably  are,  at  times,  seemingly  gratified  by  it.  Patients  in  a 
state  of  excitement  are  not  allowed  to  attend. 

7356.  Are  bibles  and  books  provided  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  your  church  in  the 
house  ?— Yes,  we  give  prayer-books  to  such  of  the  inmates  as  want  them,  and  there  are 
bibles  also  in  the  establishment  for  them. 


Propriety  of  the 
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Tenders  for  supplies. 


David  Thompson,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7357.  Are. you  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum  ?— I am. 

7358.  Resident  in  the  King’s  County? — Yes. 

7359.  Have  you,  since  your  appointment,  attended  frequently  at  the  Board? — Yes. 

7360.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed- 

do  you  consider  the  appointment  should  rest  with  the  Government? Well,  I cannot  say 

that  I see  any  objection  to  it.  I think  the  arrangement  works  well. 

7361.  Do  you  think  that  any  direct  representation  of  the  Grand  Juries,  in  the  different 
counties,  should  exist  ujion  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — I think  it  desirable. 

. 7362.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  ? — It  would  have  occurred  to  me,  that  probably  they  could  act  more  efficiently 
m the  character  of  Inspectors,  in  a position  somewhat  resembling  that  of  the  poor  law 
inspectors. 

7363.  I believe  the  tenders  which  are  received  by  this  Board,  for  the  supply  of  provisions 
and  so  on,  are  usually  submitted  to  the  Privy  Council  before  they  arc  passed  ? — I believe  so. 

7364.  Has  any  delay  or  inconvenience  arisen  from  that  proceeding? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of. 
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7365-  With  respect  to  the  admission  of  patients,  do  you  find  that  the  Board  have  Maryborough. 
sufficient  means  of  determining  upon  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  admitting  a ease,  from  MaruloroZh  District 
the  documents  before  them  ? — I think  so,  I do  not  remember  any  difficulty  arising.  Asylum. 

7366.  Are  the  Board  generally  satisfied  with  the  affidavits  as  to  pauperism  that  aceom-  David  Thompson, 

uany  the  applications  for  admission — or  do  they  make  particular  inquiries  as  to  the  circum-  Esl"  J-p- 
stances  of  the  parties? — I think  the  Board  generally  follows  the  form  which  is  filled  up  Admission  of  pa- 
and  laid  before  them ; but  I believe  the  justices  who  receive  the  affidavit,  and  sign  the  tients;  the  informa- 
documcnts,  make  very  sufficient  and  full  inquiry  before  they  do  so.  ...  Govemorfr ejecting 

7367.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Commissioners,  in  other  places,  that  the  investigation  applicants;  should 
of  the  cases  for  admission  should  rest  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  the  first  instance — the  Boarta  ofjluar- 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  that  ? — I think  the  present  system  is  unobjectionable  in  that  lnnsseec  1 
respect.  I do  not  know  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  would  be  the  best  qualified  body 

to  decide  upon  the  subject. 

736S.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  a lunatic  pauper  should  should  the  charge- 
remain  a charge  upon  the  county  rate,  which  is  paid  entirely  by  the  occupier,  or  be  trans-  ability  of  tlie  inmates 
ferred  to  the  poor  rate,  and  he  made  a charge  accordingly  upon  both  owner  and  occupier?  |’°0trr“^rre“  to . 
—I  should  think  it  tho  better  plan  to  have  it  charged  upon  both  owner  and  occupier. 

7369.  You  arc  aware  that  the  advances  for  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum  are  made  from 
the  Consolidated  Fund — what  summary  power  would  yougive  the  Government  of  recovering 
those  advances  from  the  Boards  of  Guardians  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

7370.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum,  such  as  the  Appointment  of  the 

attending  physician  and.  the  resident  manager,  should  be  made  by  the  Board  or  by  the  ^c^°y1°®cers  of 
Executive  Government  ? — I think  the  Board  should  have  a voice  in  it.  7 

7371.  Do  you  mean  that  they  should  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord 

Lieutenant? — Yes.  , . 

7372.  Would  you  give  the  power  of  dismissal  entirely  to  the  Board,  or  would  you  allow 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  equally  the  power  of  dismissal  ? — Yes,  equally. 

7373.  It  has  been  stated,  tliat  although  the  general  rule  is,  that  the  servants  should  be  Education  of  the  ser- 
qualified  by  a certain  amount  of  education,  being  able  to  read  and  write,  yet  that  servants  vants  in  the  Asylum, 
have  been  admitted  of  late  hero  who  have  not  been  able  to  read  or  write — can  you  explain 

that?— 1 cannot.  „ , . , ... 

7374.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  that,  persons  m charge  of  the  insane  should  bo  persons 
possessed  of  a certain  amount  of  education  ? — Yes. 

7375  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  asylum,  from  its  present  size,  is  quite  ade-  Question  of  accom- 
quate  for  the  wants  of  the  district?— I should  thiuk  it  was.  I do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  modauon' 
form  a very  sound  opinion  on  the  subject. 

7376.  Have  tho  Board  had  many  applications  recently  which  they  have  been  obliged  to 
reject  in  consequence  of  not  having  accommodation  ?— I believe  not. 

7377.  Are  the  accounts  of  tho  asylum  examined  half-yearly  by  the  Board  of  Governors  l The  accounts. 

—They  are  examined  every  month  by  tho  Board.  _ 

7378.  Is  thatmonthly  statement  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  of  Audit? — 1 believe  so. 

The  llev.  John  Tidd  Moore , sworn  and  examined.  Rev‘£re.Tidd 

7379.  Have  you  been  long  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum  ? I think 

about  fifteen  years.  , . ...  .,  . . , „ . 

7380.  Is  there  any  alteration  you  would  wish  to  suggest  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Appmnunent  of 

Board  of  Governors  arc  constituted  ?— I think  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  have  the  governors, 
appointments,  and  that  tho  Grand  Juries  should  also  appoint.  . , , , 

7381.  What  is  your  opinion  of  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should 
have  the  power  of  appointing  a limited  number,  and  that  a himted  number  should  also  he 
appointed  by  each  Grand  Jury  ? — I think  it  would  be  a very  good  plan.  I think  it  very 

desirable  that  the  Grand  Juries  should  appoint  some  of  the  Governors.  „ . , . 

7382.  With  respect  to  the  changeability  of  the  inmates,  do  you  consider  it  sho^d  be  left 

as  at  present  upon  the  county  rate,  or  be  transferred  to  the  poor  rate  l 1 think  it  ought  inmates. 
to  be  transferred  to  the  poor  rate.  , . 

7383.  Would  you,  in  that  case,  propose  that  the  repayments  should  be  made  direct  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  to  the  Government,  or  through  the  county  ?— I thm k the 
Guardians  should  lodge  the  money  in  hank  to  the  credit  of  the  asylum,  and  let  the  Govern- 
ment recover  it  in  their  own  way  afterwards. 

7384.  Is  there  any  proceeding  by  which  Government  can  recover  moneys  from  Boards  of 
Guardians,  in  the  same  manner  os  they  do  now  from  counties,  by  imperative  presentment  ? 

73C8™DoSyou  consider,  the  money  being  advanced  by  the  Government,  that  the  law 
should  provide,  if  a change  was  made,  a similarly  efficient  mode  of  recovering  it  back  . 

7386.  With  regard  to  tho  superior  officers  of  the  institution-for  instance .the u-erident  .f 

manager  and  visiting  physician— is  it  your  opinion  those  ** 

be  made  by  the  Executive  Government,  or  that  they  should  be  ma  1 •, 

Governors?— I think  they  ought  to  be  made  by  the  local  Board,  subject  to  the  appioval 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  , ...  . n . . i_ 

7387.  Would  you  give  tho  Lord  Lieutenant  the  power  of  dismissal?— Certainly. 

7388.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  row^  G 
erection  of  new  buildings  and  tho  enlargement  of  asylums-do  you  consider  the  local 
Governors  should  be  given  more  authority  than  they  at  present  possess  in  such  matteis  ( Asylums. 
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— I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  they  bad  more  authority.  At  one  time  here  we 
wished  to  enlarge  this  building ; and  if  there  was  an  enlargement  I think  the  local  Board 
should  have  the  power  of  doing  it. 

7389-  With  regard  to  the  plans  for  an  enlargement  of  the  building,  or  for  the  erection 
of  new  buildings,  would  you  consider  it  advisable  that  any  power  should  be  given  to  a 
central  authority  to  examine  thoso  plans,  and  refuse  assent  it  necessary  ? — Decidedly  • I 
would  not  leave  it  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 

7390.  Do  you  consider  the  attendance  of  the  Inspectors,  as  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Governors,  desirable,  or  otherwise  ? — I think  it  any  thing  but  desirable. 

7391.  Do  you  think  it  inconsistent  with  their  position  as  Inspectors  of  tlio  institution  of 
which  they  thereby  become  Governors? — 1 think  it  inconsistent  in  that  respect,  and  incon- 
venient also  in  others. 

7392.  It  appeal’s  the  Inspectors  were,  till  recently,  in  the  habit  of  voting  and  taking  an 

equally  active  part  with  other  members  in  the  transactions  of  the  Board  ? — Yes.  ° 

7393.  lias  that,  in  your  mind,  been  attended  with  inconvenience  ? — I think  it  has.  The 
Inspectors  did  not  vote  often,  but  I have  seen  great  inconvenience  when  they  did. 

7394.  When  the  inspectors  may  liavo  had  occasion  to  investigate  matters  connected  with 
the  asylum,  have  they  done  so  of  their  own  authority  or  at  the  request  of  the  Board  I 
think  they  generally  have  been  requested  by  letters  from  the  Board  to  attend  about  such 
and  such  matters. 

7395.  Do  they  usually  attend  the  Board  when  the  result  of  their  investigation  is  brought 
forward  ? — I think  there  was  one  occasion  they  did  not,  but  generally  they  do. 

7396.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  discussions  which  arise  upon  their  reports  ? — Yes. 

7397.  Are  tlic  communications  of  the  Inspectors  with  the  Governors  usually  made  on  the 
occasion  of  their  visits  to  the  Board,  or  arc  they  entered  in  the  Report  Books? — A letter 
is  generally  sent  down  to  the  office,  and  shown  to  us  after.  Sometimes  there  are  verbal 
communications  made,  but  I think  not  often. 

7398.  Of  course,  no  trace  would  remain  upon  the  minutes  of  proceedings  of  any  sugges- 
tion verbally  made  which  might  not  have  been  adopted  ? — There  might,  but  I am  not  aware. 

7399.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  observe  the  operation  of  the  Act  under  which  dangerous 
lunatics  are  committed  to  prison ; and,  if  so,  is  it  your  opinion  that  that  Act  has  been  fairly 
carried  out,  or  that  parties  have  been  sent  to  prison  who  in  reality  wore  not  dangerous  to 
the  community,  and  who  were  sent  with  tiro  view  of  their  being  transferred  to  the 
asylum  ?— I think,  in  one  case  that  occurred.  I saw  it  threatened  bore,  that  if  a patient  was 
not  admitted  the  parties  would  go  through  the  regular  course  of  committing  to  gaol,  and 
that  he  would  then  be  sent  here  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  There  is  a book  here  showing 
the  numbers  sent  in  by  the  orders  of  the  Government,  and  the  numbers  admitted  by  order 
of  the  Governors. 

7400.  Is  there  any  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  us? — I think,  with  respect  to 
inspection,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  local  inspectors  to  superintend  every  thing. 
I also  think  it  very  desirable,  with  regard  to  Dr.  Burton’s  management,  that  the  accounts 
would  be  taken  out  of  his  hands  altogether.  I know  the  difficulty  attending’  the  accounts, 
and  1 see  the  extreme  difficulty  Dr.  Burton  has  in  attending  to  them : and  1 do  not  think  it 
is  within  his  province  to  be  so  exact  and  so  particular,  and  givo  up  so  much  time  as  he 
docs  to  the  accounts. 

7401.  Do  you  consider  the  local  inspector  should  be  a paid  officer? — I think  it  would 
be  very  desirable. 

7402. 1 believe,  at  the  time  the  regulations  were  made  which  imposed  the  duty  on  the 
manager  of  the  asylum  of  overlooking  the  accounts,  it  was  not  contemplated  that  the 
manager  should  be  a professional  person  ? — No,  the  manager  thou  was  a non-professional 
person. 

Robert  Cassidy,  Esq.,  j.r.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7403.  You  are  a Governor  of  the  Maryborough  Asylum  ? — Yes,  for  several  years. 

7404.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  paying  patients  into  this 
asylum  . I am  confident  it  would  be  a blessing  to  the  community  at  large. 

7 405.  What  class  of  paying  patients  would  you  admit — those  able  to  pay  the  full  cost  of 
their  maintenance,  or  those  only  able  to  pay  a part  ? — It  would  be  difficult  to  define  the 
difference  between  the  two  classes. 

7406.  Would  you  allow  any  person  to  be  admitted  as  a paying  patient,  who  was  unable 
to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  bis  maintenance  ? — That  is,  I think,  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
Board  of  Guardians  should  select  tlio  patients  for  admission  to  an  asylum  liko  this.  They 
will  more  thoroughly  investigate  the  case,  and  there  are  means  of  inquiry  open  to  them, 
better  than  can  be  arrived  at  by  means  of  admission  papers. 

. 7407-  Am  I to  understand  that  you  would  admit  a class  of  patients,  not  paupers,  and  leave 
it  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  determine  whether  they  could  pay,  iu  each  case,  the  whole 
or  only  portion  of  their  maintenance  ? — Yes,  such  cases  as  would  be  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

1 408.  Is  that  upon  the  ground,  that  although  not  destitute  paupers,  or  even  paupers  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  yet,  that  the  parties  are  not  able  to  provide  for  their 
lunatic  relatives  in  a private  asylum? — Yes;  and  because  tbev  are  too  conscientious  to 
swear  that  they  are  paupers. 

7409.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  relief  to  be  given  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  to  any 
class,  some  test  is  required  as  to  the  poverty  of  the  individual  seeking  relief,  for  the 
protection  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes,  I am  aware  of  that. 
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7410.  What  test  would  you  propose  with  regard  to  paying  patients  ?— The  means  of  the 
respective  parties,  respectable  persons  would  not  like  to  send  their  friends  amongst  absolute 
paupers. 

741 1.  That  would  be  more  in  the  nature  of  a discretion  on  the  part  of  the  relatives  of 
those  admitted,  and  would  not  be  a test  provided  by  law  ?— I know  of  no  test  that  could 
be  applied  with  respect  to  a man’s  property  or  means,  except  repute.  If  you  could  propose 
better  I would  adopt  it. 

7412.  Would  you  not  establish  a test  of  some  kind  with  reference  to  the  means  and  con- 
dition in  life  of  a lunatic  or  his  relatives,  which  would  afford  a protection  to  the  rate- 
payers generally  ?— Not  because  I would  depend  upon  it  as  a protection. 

7413.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  no  risk  in  persons  coming  into  the  asylum,  under  this 
denomination  of  paying  patients,  whose  friends  would  be  enabled  to  pay  for  them  in  a 
private  asylum  ? — The  people^  liable  to  pay  the  rates  would  soon  discover  such  cases. 

7414.  Do  you  think  the  vigilance  of  the  ratepayers  is  necessarily  so  great  in  such 

matters  that  there  would  be  no  chance  of  fraud  or  deception  being  practised  ? There  might 

be  a chance  of  fraud,  but  it  would  be  a very  remote  one. 

7415.  Would  you  consider  a person  a proper  object  for  admission  as  a paying  patient, 
whose  friends,  offering  to  pay  a small  sum,  denied  their  liability  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
party,  as  not  being  in  the  relation  of  parent  or  husband  of  the  applicant  ? — I think  you 
should  allow  that,  because  a person  could  not  be  compelled,  except  by  good  feeling,  to  sup- 
port a relative,  in  any  case,  except  that  of  a child  or  wife.  A brother  is  not  bound  to 
support  a brother,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I think  there  would  be  few  who,  if  able,  would 
refuse  to  support  a lunatic  brother,  to  a certain  extent. 

7416.  The  question  is,  whether  the  parties  would  not  seek  to  throw  off,  on  the  general 
ratepayers,  that  portion  of  the  burden,  which,  although  not  legally  theirs,  it  might  be  con- 
sidered they  ought  to  bear?— T think,  in  this  country,  the  arrangement  I propose  might 
be  safely  made. 


Marytbojioitgh. 
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against  fraud. 


7417.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear,  that  in  an  institution  to  which  paying  patients 
are  admitted,  at  a rate  calculated  merely  to  defray  their  maintenance,  members  of  families 
of  the  aristocracy  have  been  admitted  ? — I would  be  surprised  to  hear  that. 

7418.  Would  there,  not  be  also  a risk  of  the  same  proceeding  taking  place  in  the  District  Publicity  as  a means 

Asylums  ?— Publicity,  I think,  would  be  the  best  guard  against  that,  and  the  immediate  of  Protection  for  the 
discharge  of  the  patient  from  the  asylum,  when  it  was  discovered.  rate-payers. 

7419.  From  your  experience  as  a grand  juror  and  magistrate,  are  you  satisfied  that  pub- 
licity affords  sufficient  protection  against  what  is  ordinarily  called  “jobbing  ?” — I think  it 
would,  as  regards  the  families  of  lunatics  who  would  be  admitted  to  this  asylum. 

7420.  Then,  to  a certain  extent,  you  consider  that  the  protection  would  be  a reluctance, 
on  the  part  of  persons.of  respectability,  to  send  their  relatives  to  what  might  be  considered, 
in  some  degree,  a pauper  asylum  ? — I think  so. 

7421.  Supposing  those  cases  admitted  into  the  asylum,  is  it  your  opinion,  the  terms  of  Terms  upon  which 
their  admission  should  be  that,  as  regards  diet  and  accommodation,  they  should  be  on  an  paying  patients 
equality  with  the  other  inmates? — There  should  not  be  the  slightest  difference,  nor  would  8 01  d be  admitted. 

I admit  one  of  the  paying  class  of  patients,  while  a single  one  of  the  paupers,  for  whom 

the  institution  was  established,  required  a place. 

7422.  In  the  event  of  its  being  found,  that  a paying  patient  admitted  into  the  asylum 
m the  manner  that  you  propose,  was  possessed  of  property,  or  that  persons  of  good  means, 
out  of  doors,  wore  liable  for  his  maintenance,  I presume  you  would  give  a remedy  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  enable  them  to  recover  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  ? — Precisely  as 
is  the  case  under  the  poor  law. 

7423.  Considering,  that  under  the  poor  law,  the  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
pauper  does  not  extend  beyond  that  of  parent  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
of  the  husband  for  the  maintenance  of  the  wife,  would  you  add  provision  for  making  the 
relatives  of  a lunatic  enter  into  a bond  for  the  payment  of  the  cost? — The  friends  should 
be  bound  to  pay,  if  they  wore  able. 

7424.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  The  maimer  in  which 

Governors  are  conducted  ? — I am  not.  the  proceedings  of  the 

. 7425.  Do  you  think  that  matters  brought  under  their  notice  have  received  that  full  Board  are  conducted, 
investigation  which  they  deserved  ? — I do  not. 

7426,  Upon  what  do  you  found  that  opinion  ? — Upon  a report  made]of  what  occurred  in  investigation  ordered 
this  house— a report  made  by  the  matron  against  the  conduct  of  the  resident  physician.  ^,1tth^g^r^e^e~ 
It  was  considered  so  important  that  the  Board  of  Governors  requested  the  Lord  Lieutenant  “gainst  theManager. 
to  appoint  a committee  to  investigate  the  matter ; and  farther,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  sworn  testimony.  The  Board  of  Governors  did  not  find  themselves  authorized  to 
administer  an  oath,  and  therefore  they  made  the  requisition  for  t ie  appointment  of  a com- 
mission by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  as  had  been  done  in  Carlow  some  time  before.  The 
Inspectors-General  arrived  here  for  the  purpose  ; and  from  some  cause,  not  known  to  me, 

•ind  I believe  not  very  fully  explained  to  others,  the  matron  withdrew  her  charge.  Her 
daughter  came  from  Edinburgh  to  give  her  testimony  on  the  occasion  ; she  apprized  the 
Inspectors-General  she  was  in  the  house,  but  there  was  no  investigation,  as  I have  stated, 
and  the  matter  has  made,  or  caused,  a very  unpleasant  feeling  out  of  doors,  and  certainly 
not  a very  satisfactory  one  within  the  Board-room. 

7427-  You  state  that  this  investigation  was  called  for. by  the  Board  ? — Yes,  to  be  held  by 
persons  who  could  administer  oaths. 

7428.  Was  the  final  result  of  that  investigation,  whatever  it  was.  ever  communicated  to 
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the  Board? — Nothing  more  than  you  see  on  the  minutes,  that  the  matron  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  prove  her  charges. 

7429.  Do  you  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  ? — I do.  It  is  as  follows : — 

. “May  22nd,  1856. 

“ The  Inspectors,  Dr.  White  and  Dr.  Nugent,  attended  tins  day,  by  order  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  inquire  into  a certain  statement  made  against  Dr.  Burton,  the  resident  physician 
by  Mrs.  Abbott,  the  matron.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Moore  attended.  The  Inspectors  wore  about  to  open 
the  proceedings  when,  in  consequence  of  a casual  remark  made  by  Dr.  Nugent  to  Mr.  Moore  the 
latter  gentleman,  referring  to  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Abbott,  suggested  that  the  matter  might  be  arranged 
without  entering  into  an  examination,  as  Mrs.  Abbott  felt  that  all  the  rumours  wore  founded°on 
hearsay.” 

“ Mrs.  Abbott  was  requested  to  attend  before  Mr.  Moore  and  the  Inspectors,  when,  on  full  consi- 
deration,  she  handed  in  the  letter  herewith  appended.  [The  original  written  by  Mr.  Moore  and 
brought  up  to  Dublin  by  the  Inspectors,  with  other  documents.]” 

“ Mrs.  Abbott  begs  of  tlie  Inspectors  to  be  permitted  to  withdraw  the  statement  made  against  the 
character  of  Dr.  Burton,  the  resident  physician,  and  which  was  read  before  the  Governors  of  the 
asylum,  inasmuch  as  she  regrets  having  done  so — induced  to  do  so  by  reports  which  cannot  be  sub- 
stantiated; and  she  further  begs  to  say  that,  personally,  she  never  saw  any  thing  whatever  improper 
on  the  part  of  Dr.  Burton,  during  his  residence  as  physician  to  the  asylum,  and  regrets  the  anxiety 
she  must  have  caused  him. 

“ (Signed)  Eliza  Abbott. 

“Maryborough  Asylum,  May  22nd,  1856.” 

“ The  Inspectors,  in  conclusion,  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  their  conviction  that  the  affair 
has  now  terminated  in  a manner  the  most  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  and  creditable  to  the  candour 
of  the  matron. 

“ Francis  White. 

“ John  Nugent.” 


EuitheT  proceedings 
at  the  Board  on  the 
same  subject. 


Better  of  the  Under- 
secretary. 


7430.  It  appears  from  the  minutes  that  these  proceedings  were  considered  by  the  Board 
of  Governors  on  the  18th  June,  1856  ? — Yes. 

7431.  What  took  place  on  that  occasion  ? — This  resolution  was  proposed : — “ Resolved, 
that  we  have  read  the  report  of  the  Inspectors- General,  dated  22nd  May,  and  the  letter 
of  the  Under  Secretary  acknowledging -that  report;  that  Mrs.  Abbott  having  withdrawn 
statements  made,  and  having  witnesses  in  attendance  to  support  the  statements  made  by 
the  matron,  we  deem  the  course  adopted  by  tho  Inspcctors-General  most  unsatisfactory, 
and  not  calculated  to  satisfy  the  Governors  of  this  asylum  that  a full  and  searching  inquiry 
has  been  made  into  the  truth  of  Mrs.  Abbott’s  statements,  by  the  examination  of  witnesses 
in  attendance,  such  as  we  deem  necessary  to  sustain  the  character  of  a public  institution, 
Bucb  as  the  District  Luuatic  Asylum  of  Maryborough.”  An  amendment  to  that  resolution, 
and  to  the  following  effect  was  proposed  and  carried: — “That  the  Inspectors  having  ordered, 
at  a certain  period  of  the  investigation,  that  the  matter  ought  to  he  referred  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  such  having  been  done  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Board ; and  the 
Inspectors  having  adjudicated  thereou,  this  Board  feels  that  Mr.  Cassidy’s  resolution  is 
unnecessary.” 

7 432.  Can  you  give  the  letter  of  the  Under  Secretary  referred  to  in  the  first  resolution 
proposed  ? — Yes,  it  is  as  follows : — 

“Dublin  Castle,  24tli  May,  1856. 

“Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you  tiiat  it  is  satisfactory  to  bis  Excel- 
lency to  find  that  the  statements  made  by  Mrs.  Abbott  bavo  been  entiroly  withdrawn,  and  that  your 
character  and  fitness  for  tbe  responsible  office  which  you  hold,  remain  therefore  fully  unimpeacbed. 
His  Excellency  trusts  that  Mrs.  Abbott,  on  her  part,  will  bo  in  futuro  more  guarded  in  her  statements ; 
recollecting  that  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  a public  establishment  is  to  impair  its  well-working,  and 
must  render  her  liable  to  the  penalty  of  doing  so. 

“ I am  further  to  request  that  you  will  lay  this  communication  before  the  Governors  of  the  Mary- 
borough Asylum,  in  reference  to  thoir  resolution  of  the  7 th  April. 

“ I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

“ Thos.  A.  Laroom. 


“ Thos.  0.  Burton,  Esq., 

Manager  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Maryborough.” 


Subsequent  proceed-  7 433.  Was  any  further  proceeding  taken  in  the  business  by  the  Board  subsequent  to  the 
fcubSt Board  °n  18th  June’  1856  ? — Yes.  On  the  8th  October,  1856,  the  following  resolution  was  proposed 
' by  me,  seconded  by  Mi-.  Price : — “ That  it  is  expedient  to  examine  Mrs.  Abbott  as  to  the 

causes  which  induced  her  to  withhold  her  proof  in  support  of  the  statements  made  by  her 
to  the  Inspectors-General,  respecting  irregularities  in  the  management  of  the  asylum.' 
Upon  which  it  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Moore,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thompson,  “ that 
the  amendment  passed,  on  the  18th  June,  to  Mr.  Cassidy’s  motion  of  the  same  day,  applies 
to  this  present  motion.”  This  amendment  was  carried.  # . . 

7434.  Did  that  close  the  proceedings? — That  closed  the  proceedings.  The  institution 
has  all  the  unpleasantness  of  those  unrefuted  and  not  investigated  charges  over  it. 

7435.  The  propriety,  however,  of  proceeding  further  in  the  matter  has  been  twice 
Considered  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  their  judgment  was,  that  it  did  not  require 
any  further  action  on  their  part?— That  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  decided  it  witbou 
inquiry. 

7436.  Are  not  the  words  of  Mr.  Moore’s  amendment,  that  they  consider  your  resolution 
unnecessary  ?— -Yes ; and  my  opinion  is,  that  the  charges  have  never  yet  been  investigate- 

7437.  On  the  first  occasion  on  which  this  resolution  was  considered,  there  would  app 
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to  have  been,  five  members  present  at  the  Board,  and  on  the  last  occasion,  seven,  exclusive 
of  the  Inspector,  Dr.  White?— Yes. 

7438.  Has  the  question  of  providing  chapel  accommodation  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Governors? — Frequently. 

7439.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  to  provide  a suitable  place  for  the  celebration  of 
Dime  service  ? — No  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  a suitable  place.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  every  Catholic  clergyman  that  I have  spoken  to,  that  a chapel  ought  to  be  fitted  up  as 
chapels  are,  with  an  altar,  crucifix,  and  other  requisites. 

7440.  You  speak  now  of  the  fitting  up  of  a chapel  to  be  devoted  entirely  to  Catholic 
worship  ? — Yes ; there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  here. 

7441.  Is  there  a chapel  in  any  place  so  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  celebration  of  Divine 
worship  ?— There  is  no  chapel. 

7442.  Has  that  matter  over  been  brought  before  the  members  of  the  Board  ? — Not  by 

resolution. 

7443.  In  what  way  has  it  been  brought  under  their  notice? — It  has  been  spoken  of 
very  often,  and  suggested  as  a most  useful  step,  for  the  ease  of  the  minds  of  the  patients. 
Our  bishop,  Dr.  Walshe,  is  very  much  alive  to  it;  Dr.  Taylor,  p.p.,  is  very  much  alive  to 
it  and  other  clergymen  who  have  communicated  with  me  on  the  subject. 


Maryborough. 
Maryborough  District 

Robert  Cassidy, 
Esq.,  j.p. 
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chapel  accommoda- 
tion. 
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Mullingar,  24tli  February,  1857. 

rresent: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Mullingar  District  Asylum. 

Joseph  Ferguson,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7444.  Are  you  the  visiting  physician  of  this  asylum? — I am. 

7445.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — Since  May,  1852. 

7446.  Was  that  the  period  at  which  the  asylum  was  opened  ? — No ; the  asylum  was  not 
opened  for  two  years  after.  The  contract  for  finishing  the  asylum  provided,  I think,  that 
it  was  to  be  completed  in  the  August  following,  and  the  appointments  were  made  in  anti- 
cipation ; but  the  asylum  was  not  finished  for  a couple  of  years  after. 

7447.  I believe  the  manager  of  this  asylum  is  a medical  gentleman? — He  is. 

7448.  On  the  occasion  of  your  appointment  was  any  particular  arrangement  made  for 
the  distribution  of  your  respective  duties? — No,  nothing  more  than  is  laid  down  by  the 
orders  of  the  Privy  Council. 

7449.  The  Privy  Council  rules  were  framed  with  the  view  to  the  manager  exercising 
merely  a surveillance  ? — I do  not  know  what  the  intention  may  have  been,  but  I have  no 
doubt  that  would  be  the  effect. 

7450.  The  Privy  Council  rules  do  not  impose  any  medical  duties  upon  the  manager?— 
I do  not  believe  they  do. 

7451.  Practically,  what  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  resident  physician 
and  manager,  and  yourself,  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  patients  ? — I undertake  the  general 
medical  treatment,  and  the  direction  of  the  moral  management.  Altogether,  it  is  con- 
ducted upon  a system  of  consultation.  There  is  perfect  harmony  and  agreement  between 
the  manager  and  myself.  We  co-operate  together,  which,  I think,  is  essential  for  the  well- 
being of  any  public  institution. 

7452.  Do  you  consider  the  responsibility  of  the  treatment  of  the  patients  to  rest  with 
yourself? — Yes. 

7453.  Suppose  that  harmony  which  you  speak  of,  not  to  exist,  do  you  see  that  any  serious 
inconvenience  might  arise  from  two  medical  gentlemen  being  attached  to  an  institution  of 
the  kind  without  their  respective  duties  being  defined? — Why,  if  the  manager  is  to  look 
strictly  to  the  management  of  the  institution,  no  serious  difficulty  can  arise  medically. 

7454.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  managers  of  asylums  being  medical  men? — Decidedly. 
There  is  so  much  of  medical  treatment  involved  in  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients, 
that  I consider  it  impossible  the  manager  can  be  a non-professional  man,  and  carry  out  the 
moral  management  of  lunatics  with  that  efficiency  and  success  that  arc  necessary. 

7455.  There  is  an  apothecary,  I believe,  attached  to  the  institution? — Yes. 

7456.  Are  the  medicines  made  up  in  the  house,  or  furnished  by  him  from  tho  town? — 
They  are  made  up  iu  the  house. 

7457-  Are  there  infirmaries  attached  to  the  asylum? — Wo  havo  no  infirmary  attached ; 
It  was  proposed  in  the  original  contract,  but  owing  to  somo  new  arrangement  of  tho  Board 
of  Works,  it  was  not  built;  however,  we  have  not  suffered  any  material  inconvenience 
yet  from  the  want  of  an  infirmary,  as  tho  house  is  not  full. 

7458.  Where  are  the  sick  patients  treated  at  present? — Ordinary  cases  of  illness  we  do 
not  remove;  but  wheu  there  is  serious  illness,  or  epidemic,  or  contagion,  or  that  the 
patients  would  disturb  others,  wo  remove  such  cases  to  the  wings. 

7459.  Are  the  wings  reserved  for  such  cases? — I might  say  they  are  ; occasionally  we 
put  a person  into  one  of  them,  that  might  bo  a little  refractory. 

7 460.  Does  the  accommodation,  then,  consist  of  separate  cells,  or  is  there  a dormitory  ? — 
Separate  cells,  and  a day-room. 

7461.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  treating  patients  in 
an  infirmary,  instead  of  treating  them  in  their  separato  cells  ? — I think  that  simple  com- 
plaints, such  as  confined  bowels  or  headache,  or  whatever  a simple  dose  of  medicine  would 
remove,  can  hardly  be  classed  as  cases  requiring  to  be  removed  to  an  hospital. 

7462.  In  the  case  of  a jxatient  confined  to  his  bed  from  illness,  do  you  consider  a 
separate  cell  a suitable  place  for  him  ? — Yes;  those  in  the  wings  are  very  comfortable. 

7463.  Is  there  a fire-place  in  any  of  those  cells? — No,  nor  in  the  corridor.  They  are 
vexy  deficient  in  that  respect,  but  in  others  they  are  suitable. 

7464.  Do  you  think  patients  in  their  separate  cells  receive  the  same  care  from  nurses 
as  they  would  receive  in  associated  dormitories? — I think  not. 

7465.  In  the  event  of  epidemic  disease  breaking  out,  what  arrangements  would  he  ma.de 
for  the  treatment  of  tho  patients  affected? — We  should  only  set  apart  those  wings  for 
them ; and  I would  advocate  strongly  the  putting  up  of  fire-places  immediately  in  the 
wings.  That  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  is  to  be  done  imme- 
diately, I believe. 

7466.  Are  the  patients  of  dirty  habits  kept  in  that  part  of  the  building? — At  times  they 

are,  when  we  have  no  sickness.  _ , 

7467.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  for  the  amusement  and  occupation  of  t e 
patients  ? — Not  altogether.  I am  a great  advocate  for  amusements,  and  particularly  amuse- 
ments connected  with  music ; as  yet  wc  have  only  been  able  to  carry  out  to  a certain 
extent  what  we  hope  shortly  to  perfect.  I think  amusements  most  essential  in  the  tiea 
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ment  of  patients,  we  wist  to  have  a system  of  reading  and  amusement,  and  the  matter  Mollxngab. 
is  under  the .Moderation  of  the  Board 

7468.  Is  there  any  library  tor  the  use  of  the  patients  t — No.  Asylum. 

7469.  Is  there  any  school  instruction  for  those  who  may  require  it? — No.  Joseph  Ferguson, 

7470.  What  classification  is  established  in  the  house? — The  classification  is  curable  and  Es<i.,m.d. 

incurable,  violent  and  tranquil.  Classification  of  the 

7471.  Are  the  curable  kept  separate  from  the  incurable?— As  far  as  we  can  accomplish  inmates, 
it  they  are,  but  we  cannot  always  do  it. 

7472.  Are  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  baths  satisfactory? — No; 
erreat  fault  is  found  with  the  machinery. 

7473.  In  what  respect  is  it  defective? — It  frequently  gets  out  of  order. 

7474.  Does  it  admit  of  a supply  of  hot  water? — No;  the  machinery  is  altogether  defective.  Arrangements  for 

7475-  Was  the  machinery  constructed  with  a view  to  a supply  of  hot  water  throughout  supplying  hot  water 

the  house?— It  was.  to  baths  defective. 

7476.  Is  the  ventilation  of  the  building  satisfactory? — No;  the  ventilation  has,  I think, 
been  very  imperfect. 

7477.  Are  artificial  means  provided  for  extracting  the  foul  air? — No. 

7475.  Are  the  apartments  reported  to  you  to  be  objectionable  in  that  respect? — I think  The  ventilation, 
so.  In  the  morning,  when  the  cells  are  first  opened,  the  effluvia  is  excessively  offensive. 

7479-  Are  the  associated  dormitories  used  to  any  great  extent? — Yes;  and  I find  them 
very  useful. 

7480.  Do  you  find  that  a considerable  class  of  patients  can,  with  safety,  be  located  in 
those  dormitories  ? — Decidedly. 

7481.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  house  defective? — No;  but  it  might  be  improved.  The  sewerage. 

7482.  Have  these  matters,  the  imperfect  supply  of  water,  and  the  ventilation,  and  the 
sewerage,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — Yes,  for  some  time ; and 
there  is,  I believe,  an  estimate  obtained  of  the  cost  of  putting  these  matters  to  rights. 

7483.  What  means  are  there  of  warming  the  corridors  and  cells? — There  are  fire-places  The  means  of  heating 
in  the  corridors,  but  they  are  in  the  outer  walls,  consequently,  much  of  the  heat  is  lost,  tbe  -Asylum. 

and  the  corridors  are  very  cold.  We  have  no  artificial  means  of  heating  the  cells  or  dor- 
mitories,  only  the  day-rooms  and  corridors. 

7484.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  dietary  provided  for  the  patients? — Yes ; I am  an  advo-  The  dietary, 
cate  for  feeding  the  lunatic  well,  and  the  Governors,  at  my  request,  gave  some  extra 
allowance  in  the  way  of  beef-heads  for  soup,  which  I find  most  advantageous.  They  are 

very  cheap,  and  give  a great  deal  of  nutriment  to  the  soup.  I attribute  a good  deal  of  the 
wholesome  condition  of  the  inmates  to  our  dietary. 

7485.  Is  restraint  much  practised  in  the  asylum? — My  rule  is  not  to  adopt  any  restraint  Restraint;  seclusion, 
at  all,  but  cases  will  occasionally  occur  for  which  it  is  essential.  The  rule  of  the  house, 

however,  is  to  have  no  restraint. 

7486.  Is  seclusion  at  all  practised? — The  rule  is  to  have  no  seclusion,  but  at  times  it  is 
necessary ; very  seldom,  however. 

7487.  Are  there  any  padded  rooms? — We  had  a padded  room  that  was  broken  up  by  No  padded  rooms, 

a violent  patient.  Since  then  wo  have  not  put  it  to  rights,  and  we  find  we  can  do  very  • 

well  without  it. 

7488.  Do  the  patients  exercise  in  the  grounds? — Yes,  the  men  work  a good  deal;  they  Exercise, 
cultivate  the  land. 

7489.  I believe  chaplains  are  attached  to  this  institution? — Yes.  _ Chaplains. 

7490.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  chaplains  being 
attached  to  such  an  institution? — I think  the  benefit  arising  from  the  attendance  of  chap- 
lains is  very  great ; very  many  lunatics  do  not  pay  any  attention,  whilst  others  do.  The 
moral  effect  arising  from  clergymen  being  attached  to  an  institution  of  this  kind  and 
extent  is,  I think,  essential. 

7491.  Referring  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  you,  that  the  civil  manager  of  this  institu-  Propriety  having 
tion  should  be  at  all  times  a medical  man,  I wish  to  ask  you,  do  you  consider  the  attendance  a 1S1  ing  >sician- 
of  a visiting  physician  requisite  ? — I think  it  essential.  I think  no  individual  manager,  even 

supposing  he  is  a medical  man,  can  by  possibility  carry  out  the  details  of  the  medical  manage- 
ment of  a lunatic  asylum  without  the  co-operation  or  consultation  of  a second  physician. 

_ 7492.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  a great  want  of  information  regarding  the  previous 
history  of  cases  sent  to  the  asylum? — Yes;  we  are  very  deficient  in  that  respect.  Gene- 
rally, I think,  there  is  a great  want  of  that  information. 

7493.  Are  the  patients  admitted  by  the  Board  or  by  you?— They  are  admitted  by  the  Admission  of  pa- 
Board.  Others  are  admitted  upon  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant,  and  occasionally  some 

are  admitted  by  me.  It  is  a power  I am  very  slow,  indeed,  to  exercise.  respecting  them. 

7494.  What  information  do  you  receive  with  regard  to  the  cases  that  come  from  the 
gaols  ? — Even  less  than  we  receive  with  those  that  come  before  the  Board.  One  of  the 
objections  to  the  admission  from  gaols  is,  that,  in  fact,  we  get  no  information  at  all  with 
them. 


7495.  Are  there  many  paying  patients  in  the  house  ? — I think  there  are  three. 

. 7496.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  patients  being  received  into 
such  an  institution? I think  you  must  admit  them ; I do  not  see  any  actual  positive  objec- 

tion to  their  reception,  though  it  might  be  better  to  have  the  institution  without  them. 

7497.  I presume  the  paying  patients  now  in  the  asylum  are  persons  unable  to  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  their  maintenance  in  private  asylums  ? — Yes. 

7498.  Do  you  consider  that  any  distinction  should  be  made  in  the  treatment  of  paying 
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patients  and  of  the  ordinary  pauper  patients  ? — I do  not.  I thinlc  if  a separate  asylum  could 
be  established  for  those  paying  patients  it  would  he  far  bettor.  I do  not  see  how  that 
could  be  done. 

7499.  I believe  this  asylum  is  at  present  far  from  being  full  ? — It  could  hold  100  more. 

7500.  It  appears  from  a return  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that,  out  of  186  patients 
in  the  house  on  the  first  of  January,  166  were  probably  incurable? — Yes. 

7501.  Supposing  the  accommodation  of  the  asylum  to  be  exhausted,  have  you  ever 
turned  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  removing  the 
incurable  patients  to  a separate  establishment? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent.  A 
very  remarkable  thing,  I observe,  in  reference  to  lunatics,  is,  that  many  come  in  who  are 
considered  curable,  and  by  association  with  some  of  the  lunatics,  from  having  been  very 
intemperate  and  dissatisfied  with  their  new  place,  they  soon  become  quite  contented  and 
happy;  they  more  generally  take  up  and  associate  with  incurables  than  those  that  might  be 
considered  curable ; and  1 would  bo  disposed  to  mix  them  together.  There  are  many 
incurables  very  interesting  characters,  showing  a great  deal  of  good  temper  and  good  nature; 
and  I observe  that  many  who  come  into  the  asylum  take  up  with  them,  and  they  are  very 
much  the  means  of  inducing  the  dissatisfied  or  violent  persons  to  become  calm  and  settled. 

7502.  I understand  you  to  state  that,  as  far  as  possible,  you  would  classify  the  patients 
as  curable  and  incurable  ? — Y es,  to  a certain  extent. 

7503.  Does  not  that  interfere  with  the  arrangement  you  speak  of? — Yes,  there  are  certain 
incurables  that  it  is  always  desirable  to  separate  from  the  others;  idiots,  and  epileptics,  and 
violent  cases,  with  whom  you  should  not  lot  curable  cases  at  all  associate. 

7504.  Do  you  think  incurable  patients,  maintained  in  a separate  establishment,  could  he 
supported  at  a lower  cost  than  in  this  institution  ? — I do  not  think,  in  justice  to  them,  they 
should,  because  a lunatic,  whether  curable  or  incurable,  requires  a better  system  of  living 
than  ordinary  patients. 

7505.  If  the  building  was  on  the  same  premises,  the  medical  staff  of  the  institution,  and 
the  other  superior  officers,  would  be  available  for  both? — Yes. 

7506.  If  it  was  at  a distance  that  would  not  be  the  case  ? — It  would  not. 

7507.  Are  the  airing  courtB,  for  the  patients  to  exercise  in,  spacious? — Yes.  The  aspect, 
however,  is  to  the  north,  and  the  patients  are  exposed  to  cold. 

7508.  Patients  using  those  airing  courts,  therefore,  enjoy  very  little  sunshine  in  the  winter 
months? — Very  little.  In  fact  they  are  almost  useless  in  the  winter  months. 

7509.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act — do  you 
think  cases  are  sent  in  here  as  dangerous  that  are  not  really  so  ? — I think  so.  Great  objec- 
tions were  entertained  against  sending  them  to  gaols,  and  I hold  strong  objections  to  the 
practice  myself,  but  cases  will  occur  with  respect  to  which  you  have  no  other  way  of 
placing  them  in  safety. 

7510.  Have  you  known  cases  of  dangerous  lunatics,  transferred  from  the  gaol  to  the 
asylum,  who  were  of  the  class  above  paupers  ? — Yes ; there  was  a case  in  this  house  that 
shows  the  necessity  of  a gaol  for  such  parties,  notwithstanding  the  objection  against  sending 
lunatics  to  them.  A man,  the  son  of  a shopkeeper  in  Mullingar,  applied  to  the  Board  for 
admission,  and  the  Board  did  not  consider  him  a fit  case  to  receive,  on  the  ground  that  his 
father  was  able  to  pay  for  him.  He  was  rejected  and  allowed  to  wander  about  the 
streets.  Being  a dangerous  lunatic,  he  threatened  to  injure  many  persons  in  the  town  to 
whom  he  had  a dislike.  The  father  would  not  pay  for  him ; and  the  result  was,  that  an 
affidavit  was  sworn,  stating  that  he  was  a dangerous  lunatic.  Upon  this  he  was  put  into 
gaol,  and  from  the  gaol  he  came  here. 

7511.  Do  you  consider  that  any  power  should  be  given,  enabling  tho  Governors  to  recover 
from  families,  if  they  were  able  to  pay  it,  the  expense  of  maintaining  a relative  who  was  a 
dangerous  lunatic  ? — Yes ; I think  the  law,  generally,  on  the  subject,  is  somewhat  defective. 

7512.  What  was  the  age  of  the  lunatic  whose  case  you  have  just  referred  to? — I cannot 
tell  exactly ; but  I rather  think  be  is  about  twenty-one. 

7513.  In  that  case  the  liability,  such  as  is  provided  under  the  Poor  Law  Act,  would  not 
attach  to  the  father? — Just  so,  and  that  was  the  difficulty  of  the  case. 

7514.  Are  there  any  further  remarks  that  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners. 

With  regard  to  paying  patients,  who  can  pay  only  a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  mainten- 
ance, I think  the  State  ought  to  contribute  any  deficiency  there  might  be,  rather  than 
throw  it  upon  the  cess-payers.  I think  it  is  a hardship  to  persons  able  and  willing  to  pay 
a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  that  a place  is  not  provided  for  their  reception. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  the  cost  for  maintaining  a patient  was  £15  a-year,  and  that  the 
friends  of  the  lunatic  were  able  to  pay  £10,  in  that  case,  I think,  the  State  ought  to  pay 
the  difference  rather  than  the  cess-payers,  who  should  be  made  liable  for  paupers.  The 
lunatics  are  an  interesting  class,  and,  for  the  State,  very  many  considerations  are  involve 
with  respect  to  them.  There  is  crime,  poverty,  and  the  extension  of  the  disease,  if 
aTe  allowed  to  go  at  large;  to  guard  against  which  there  exists  a great  necessity  for  taking 
immediate  measures  to  remove  them  to  a proper  institution. 

. *£15.  Is  not  the  inability  of  a family  to  defray  the  entire  cost  of  a lunatic's  maintenance 
in  the  case  you  have  put,  a degree  of  poverty,  though  not  complete  destitution  ? — Clearly. 

7516.  On  what  principle  do  you  consider  that,  where  the  poverty  is  only  one  of  a degree, 
the  State  should  pay  a part  of  the  cost,  while  the  rate-payers  should  pay  the  whole  cost  o 
the  maintenance  of  absolute  paupers  ? — I think  a pauper  lunatic  is  a person  who  shorn 
pe  taken  more  immediately  under  the  charge  of  the  district.  The  disease  is  probably  on 
increase  in  this  country ; and  in  fifty  years,  if  a check  is-  not  put  to  it,  there  is  no  saym0 
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what  extent  of  lunacy  there  may  be.  To  prevent  that  extension  the  State  are  bound  to  Mullingar. 
Contribute  towards  the  removal  of  the  disease.  _ . _ Mullingar  District 

7517  Are  we  to  understand  you  as  suggesting  that  the  State  should  provide  ior  the  Asylum. 
maintenance  of  dangerous  lunatics  ? — I think  it  should  pay  a certain  portion  of  the  charge,  Joseph  Ferguson, 
not  for  dangeroas  lunatics  more  than  any  other  class,  on  the  principle  of  guarding  against  m-d- 

the  spread  of  lunacy.  . , 

7518.  As  a great  social  evil?— Yes,  as  a groat  social  evil. 

7519'  Are  we  to  understand  it  to  bo  your  opinion  that  if  the  State  did  not  provide  for  Necessity  of  State 
to  cere  of  lunettes,  there  would  bo  danger  of  them  being  left  at  large  by  tlieir  friends  to 
the  injury  of  society  ? — I think  if  the  State  took  more  interest  111  the  matter  than  it  lias  *f  lunacy. 
done  there  would  be  arrangements  made  for  securing  greater  supervision.  The  law,  with 
regard  to  liability,  would  be  changed;  and  the  duty  of  obtaining  the  money  from  persons 
liidile  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  in  asylums,  would  be  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Governors  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  officials,  who  would  exercise  a more  effective 
means  for  the  purpose.  , . , , . , . . 

7520.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  do  you  think  there  is  at  present  a consider- 
able  number  of  lunatics  amongst  the  lower  classes,  who  are  not  cared  for  as  they  should  be,  classe= 
and  who  might  be  provided  for  if  the  State  came  forward  to  assist?— I think  that  there  is 
a vast  increase  of  lunacy.  A great  deal  of  intermarriage  is  going  on  with  a description  of 
persons,  which,  perhaps,  would  render  greater  watchfulness,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities, 

"Do  you  think  the  system  of  intermarriage  with  relatives  is  more  frequent  than  it 
was  formerly  ?— I think  it  is. 

Henry  Berkeley,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined.  Hcnry^B^kefey, 

7522.  Are  you  the  manager  of  this  asylum  ? — Yes. 

7523.  You  are  a member  of  the  medical  profession  ? — Yes.  _ , 

7524.  At  the  period  of  your  appointment,  were  any  particular  instructions  given  you  with 

reference  to  the  duties  you  would  have  to  perform  in  this  asylum?— -No.  ..  m „ 

7525.  You  have,  therefore,  for  guidance,  merely  those  directions  which  the  1 nvy  Council  ^^Manager;  the 

rules  give? — Nothing  more.  _ . ...  . , c „ guidance. 

7526.  I believe  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations  are  mainly  of  a 

° 7527.  How  far  do  you  tako  part,  professionally,  in  the  medical  charge  of  the  lunatics?— 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Ferguson,  whenever  there  is  any  occasion  for  my  attendance,  1 always  of  tjie  jnmates. 

give  it,  and,  almost  in  every  case,  I feel  it  my  duty,  in  paying  my  ordinary  visits  to  the 

wards,  to  see  how  matters  arc  going  on,  and  I attend  to  the  patients  just  as  if,  in  point  of 

fact,  I was  appointed  for  that  particular  purpose.  Being  a medical  man,  I consider  it  my 

duty  to  assist  and  co-operate  with  Dr.  Ferguson  as  much  as  I can ; and  I always  do  as  much 

as  I can  to  oblige  him  and  serve  the  inmates,  and  he  sanctions  what  I do. 

7528.  Do  vou  consult  together  respecting  the  cases  that  come  into  the  asylum  ' JNot 
upon  all  occasions.  We  have  not  found  it  necessary  with  respect  to  ordinary  cases ; but 
when  a case  of  any  difficulty  comes  under  my  own  observation,  1 call 

7529.  When  cases  are  first  admitted,  do  you  both  consult  together  respecting  them  ? 

We  do  not;  for  he  is  very  often  absent  when  cases  are  admitted.  His « to*  are  every 

second  clay.  I think  that  his  average  attendance  since  the  opening  of  the  house 1 has  1 been 
about  four  visits  a week;  however  he  is  necessarily  often  absent  when 

Two  or  three  cases  of  difficulty  arose  here  with  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  P^iesupon  the 

asylum,  and  upon  those  occasions  I spoke  to  lum  and  consumed  with bun  about  Appl;cati0n3  for 

7530.  Has  the  number  of  applications  to  the  Board  for  admission  be  J admission  from 

able  of  late  ?— The  number  of  applications,  I think,  has  been  on  the  mcrease  latterly.  ^ workhouses. 

7531.  Have  there  been  many  applications  from  Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  admissio  0 
patients  ?— There  have  been  some  cases  sent  from  the  Board  of 

three  or  four  months.  From  time  to  time  cases  have  been  sent  from  Boards  °f  G^“s.’ 
indeed  some  cases  have  come  that  I do  not  think  should  have  be  n • , „ d 

a case,  or  perhaps  two,  of  epilepsy  in  the  house,  sent  from  union  workhouses  I caUed 

Dr.  Corrigan’s  attention  to  the  case  of  a boy  who  appears  to  be  perfectly  sound  in  mm  , 
he  gets  periodical  attacks  of  epilepsy.  That  boy  was  sent  m here > y ' is  1 • medical 

7532.  Did  not  certificates  of  insanity  accompany  tie  ioy  on  admission  '—Oh,  yes , tney 


7532.  Did  not  certmcates  01  msanuy  awuuipauj  ^ TIN,  thev  certlHcat 

always  hare  certificates.  Ton  will  find  in  every  case,  no  matter  of  what< iescnpl ao «,th  y 
require  to  send  in,  they  contrive  to  get  certificates.  The  certificate  m . 

coirse  in  the  country— a kind  of  routine  duty.  [Witness  exhibits  the  certificate  m the  ease 

otaerle  the  certificate  states,  that  he  is  now,  and has  1 
for  several  years  ?— Yes  ; but  he  has  exhibited  no  symptoms  of  insanity  Bince  he  came  mt 
the  asylum.  He  has  had  two  or  three  attacks  of  epilepsy.  . * • +-l.  pase  0f  a Removal  of  cases 

7534.  By  whom  is  the  engagement  for  the  removal  of  a patient  signed,  . d from  the  Asylum, 

workhouse  lunatic  ?_lf  the  patient  has  no  friends,  which  in  general  is  the  case,  it  is  signed 

by  tbe  master  of  tbe  workhouse.  . ..  , fr.nrn  +t,p  nsvlum 

7535.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  gettmg  patients  removed 

under  the  engagements  so  given  ?-We  have  never  made  applications  to  woihhouses  to 

have  patients  returned.  , . , +n  he  Lunatics  and 

7536.  From  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  there  appea t be  imljecile8  wo*, 
upwards  of  100  lunatics  and  imheeiles  in  the  various  workhouses  of  this  district,  what  lOTse,. 
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number  of  applications  have  you  had  within  the  last  three  months  from  the  workhouses 
for  the  admission  of  patients  ? — I could  not  exactly  state  tho  number  we  have  had  within 
that  time ; there  have  not  been  many,  probably  about  eight. 

7537.  Has  the  question  of  the  removal  of  a pauper  lunatic  who  was  sent  from  the 
Granard  workhouse  been  ever  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board? — It  has  not  come 
before  the  Board. 

7538.  From  returns  you  have  furnished  to  the  Commissioners,  it  appears  that  forty-five 
inmates  of  the  asylum,  out  of  185,  are  dangerous  lunatics,  who  have  been  received  from 
gaols  ? — Yes. 

7539.  Is  tho  number  of  cases  received  in  that  way  largo? — Yes. 

7540.  Do  you  receive  any  information  with  those  lunatics  as  to  the  previous  history  of 
the  cases  ? — Very  little.  There  is  no  regular  history  given.  The  prominent  symptoms  may 
be  stated  in  tho  warrant.  Wo  felt  very  much  that  deficiency  of  information  at  the  opening 
of  the  asylum. 

7541.  Is  there  auy  other  form  required  to  he  filled  up  in  tho  case  of  an  application 
beyond  what  you  have  shown  us? — None  other. 

7542.  This  form  now  before  us  does  not  contain  tho  list  of  queries  relative  to  a case 
usual  in  other  asylums? — That  form,  I think,  or  a form  very  like  it,  was  adopted  at  the 
Richmond  Asylum.  I believe  it  is  as  good  a form  as  you  could  have.  No  doubt  answers 
would  be  given  to  all  these  queries  you  refer  to. 

7543.  Do  you  experience  any  difficulty  in  getting  dangerous  lunatics  removed  when  they 
may  recover,  or  are  fit  to  leave  the  asylum? — No  difficulty  whatever  in  getting  them 
removed.  Dangerous  lunatics  can  be  removed  on  medical  certificate;  and  in  every  instance 
where  we  had  to  discharge  them  their  friends  called  for  them. 

7544.  Are  there  many  paying  patients  in  the  house? — Two;  indeed  there  was  a third 
admitted  as  a paying  patient,  but  the  money  has  not  been  paid  by  her  family. 

7545.  Are  there  many  cases  of  application  for  the  admission  of  paying  patients? — Not 
many  latterly. 

7546.  Are  there  many  applications  for  the  reduction  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  after  the 
cases  are  admitted? — Only  one  application;  and  in  that  case  tho  sum  was  reduced  by  the 
Board  from  £25  to  £15. 

7547.  Is  the  Board  generally  in  favour  of  the  admission  of  paying  patients? — I cannot 
exactly  say.  There  was  a difference  of  opinion  on  tho  subject.  On  the  day  the  matter 
was  mooted  the  Board  were  not  unanimous  in  the  desire  to  have  them  admitted  at  all. 
Indeed,  as  far  as  I could  perceive,  the  feeling  was  against  tlicir  admission. 

7548.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  provision  should  be  made  from  tho  public  rates  where 
the  patients  are  not  able  to  pay  tho  full  amount  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  ?— Cer- 
tainly ; I think  there  ought  to  be  a provision  made  for  such  cases. 

7549.  Do  the  Board  scrutinize  the  various  cases  of  application  with  a view  to  ascertain 
whether  the  parties  are  paupers  or  not  ? — I always  require  every  inquiry  to  be  made.  It 
is  my  duty,  and  that  of  Dr.  Ferguson,  to  make  those  inquiries. 

7550.  Considering  the  distance  of  some  portions  of  tho  district  from  the  Asylum,  do  you 
find  that  you  are  unable  to  make  those  inquiries  with  success? — Wo  cannot  make  them 
with  success,  or  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  ourselves.  W e usually  rely  upon  the  integrity 
of  the  party  connected  with  or  promoting  the  application  for  admission ; for  instance,  a 
magistrate  in  the  neighbourhood : we  consider  a magistrate,  whoever  he  may  be,  is  a man 
having  an  interest  in  the  place,  and  that  he  affords  a great  guarantee  against  any  unfit 
pex*son  being  sent. 

7551.  You  attach  more  credit,  therefore,  to  the  certificate  of  poverty  than  you  do  to  the 
certificate  of  insanity  ? — Certainly,  I cannot  help  acknowledging  that. 

7552.  Do  you  find  that  the  proportion  of  patients  in  the  asylum,  from  the  county  West- 
meath, in  which  the  asylum  is  situate,  is  greater  than  it  ought  to  be  with  respect  to  the 
other  counties  ? — Indeed,  I do  not  think  it  is.  The  number  is  larger,  no  doubt,  from  this 
county  than  from  the  other. 

7553.  From  the  return  you  have  furnished  to  the  Commissioners  there  appear  to  be 
eighty-six  from  Westmeath,  and  sixty-five  from  Meath— do  vou  consider  that  a fair  propor- 
tion ? — I think  so. 

7554.  Do  you  find  that  applications  are  more  frequent  from  the  vicinity  of  the  asylum 
than  from  places  at  a distance,  or  otherwise? — I find  they  arc  more  frequent  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  asylum. 

7555.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  usually  large  enough  to  enable  a Board  to  be  held? 
— Why,  we  have  had  a great  many  disappointments  since  the  opening  of  the  house,  and  we 
have  sometimes  had  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  a sufficient  number  to  constitute  a 
legal  meeting.  1 was  often  thinking,  myself,  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  two  gentlemen 
were  legally  empowered  to  hold  a meeting. 

7556.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  of  Governors  from  Westmeath  is  larger  than  that  of 
Governors  from  the  other  parts  of  the  district  ? — Certainly.  Only  for  the  Westmeath 
gentlemen  we  would  be  very  badly  off  for  attendance  on  the  Board. 

7557.  Do  the  Inspectors  attend  the  Board? — Very  often. 

7558.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  ? — They  do.  I never  saw  any  thing  like  a 
regular  division  at  the  Board.  They  are,  generally  speaking,  most  unanimous  in  what  they 
do;  there  may  be  one  gentleman  dissenting,  but  they  have  never  had  occasion,  I believe, 
to  divide  the  Board,  except  once,  and  that  was,  I believe,  as  to  the  admission  of  the  press. 

7559.  Have  the  Governors  appointed  a Visiting  Committee  to  visit  the  institution? — No. 
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7560.  Do  the  Governors,  themselves,  frequently  visit  the  establishment? — Sometimes 
they  come  to  visit  the  establishment— not  on  Board  days ; and  on  Board  days  they  some- 
times visit  the  house,  not  very  often. 

7561.  Do  they  go  through  the  several  wards  and  inspect  the  patients? — No.  There 
were  one  or  two  occasions  on  which,  I think,  Lord  Vaux,  and  Sir  Richard  Levinge,  and 
the  Bishop,  went  regularly  through  the  wards.  The  Inspectors  used  to  come  here,  and 
generally  go  through  the  house,  prior  to  the  meeting.  The  Board  took  for  granted  the 
house  was  in  a proper  state,  tho  Inspectors  having  gone  through  it,  and  their  report  being 
before  the  Board.  That  would  account  for  the  Board,  themselves,  not  visiting. 

7562.  Do  the  Inspectors  frequently  visit  the  asylum  on  other  occasions  besides  Board 
days  ?— Very  often. 

7563-  Are  you  generally  informed  of  their  approaching  visits  to  the  asylum  ?— Generally, 
but  not  regularly. 

7564.  By  whom  are  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  kept  ? — By  me.  I am 
answerable  for  them. 

7565.  In  what  book  do  the  Inspectors  enter  their  reports  ? — They  generally  make  their 
reports  on  sheets  of  paper,  and  they  are  put  upon  the  general  sheet  of  proceedings  of  the 
Board,  which  is  sent  up  to  the  Board. 

7566.  Are  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors  invariably  entered  in  that  sheet? — Whenever 
they  make  them  they  are. 

7567.  Whenever  matters  come  before  the  Board  which  require  investigation,  is  there  an 
investigation  usually  held  by  the  Board  themselves,  or  do  they  request  the  Inspectors 
to  investigate  ? — I do  not  think  any  thing  came  before  the  Board,  requiring  investigation, 
except  one  matter,  about  the  matron,  and  that  had  been  previously  investigated  by  the 
Inspectors.  Whenever  the  Inspectors  come  into  the  house  they  always  inquire  whether 
there  has  been  any  thing  worth  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the  Board ; and,  whenever 
they  found  any  thing  occurred,  hut  which  was  not  of  any  great  importance,  they  arranged 
the  matter  themselves.  They  would  give  me  directions  with  regard  to  omissions  on  the 
part  of  the  servants. 

7568.  In  the  case  to  which  you  have  referred — the  investigation  respecting  the  matron — 
waBthe  proceeding  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Board? — Yes ; there  was  a report 
drawn  up  by  tho  Inspector,  evidence  was  taken,  and  a regular  court  of  inquiry  was  held 
by  him.  He  lias  authority,  1 believe,  to  examine  upon  oath.  That  was  laid  before  the 
Board,  the  report  was  read,  and  they  adjudicated  upon  it. 

7569.  Were  the  Inspectors  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  Board  receiving  that  report? 
— One  of  them  was. 

7570.  Did  that  Inspector  take  part  in  the  proceedings  ? — Yes,  he  did. 

7571.  Were  the  Board  unanimous  in  the  decision  arrived  at  ? — Yes,  they  were  unanimous. 
The  Inspector  examined  witnesses,  and  scrutinized  the  matter  as  closely  as  he  could. 

7572.  I believe  the  tenders  which  are  made  for  the  supply  of  provisions,  and  other  arti- 
cles for  the  asylum  are  transmitted  to  the  Privy  Council? — Yes. 

7573.  Has  any  delay  or  inconvenience  arisen  from  that  arrangement  ? — Not  in  this 

asylum.  We  have  always  found  that  they  do  those  things  in  proper  time,  and  never 
disappoint.  _ 

7574.  Are  all  the  articles  required  for  the  asylum  supplied  by  contract?  Ihey  are. 

7575.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  that  the  articles  should  be  supplied  by  contract? 

From  my  experience,  1 conceive  the  best  tiling  that  could  be  done  would  be  to  purchase 
nothing  by  contract  except  the  food,  that  is  to  say,  bread,  meat,  and  some  other  provisions ; 
but  as  to  articles  of  clothing,  I think  it  would  be  a great  deal  better  if  the  manager  was 
allowed  to  purchase  them  in  the  best  manner  ho  could,  satisfying  the  Board  with  respect 
to  the  purchases,  by  producing  the  receipts  of  the  parties  from  whom  the  purchases  were 
made.  By  that  arrangement  I think  an  immense  saving  could  be  effected  m large  estab- 
lishments like  this.  . , . , 

7576.  With  regard  to  the  chargeability  of  various  inmates  who  are  received— how  do 
you  regulate  the  chargeability  of  cases  coming  from  the  union  workhouses  ? If  a lunatic 
became  insane  in  tho  workhouse,  wo  would  conceive  it  right  to  charge  that  lunatic  upon  the 
county  in  which  the  workhouse  is  situate.  If  the  party  was  insane  prior  to  entering  the 
workhouse,  we  would  charge  that  party  on  the  district  from  which  he  came.  For  instance, 
if  a Longford  or  a Westmeath  case  went  insane  into  a workhouse  in  another  county,  we 
would  fix  the  chargeability  upon  the  county  in  which  the  insanity  first  occurred.  We  have 
a case  of  the  kind  at  this  very  moment.  Only  yesterday,  I received  a letter  from  the 
master  of  a workhouse,  from  whom  I had  made  inquiry,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  to  know 
when  a party  became  insane;  he  said  she  was  insane  when  she  entered  the  workhouse. 
She  came  from  W estmeath  to  the  workhouse,  and  we  charge  her  to  Westmeath. 

7577.  How  is  the  chargeability  of  dangerous  lunatics  settled? — They  are  charged  upon 

the  county  where  the  lunacy  occurs.  , , , . . , T c o 

7578.  So  that  a dangerous  lunatic  coming  from  Longford  would  be  charged  to  Long  ord. 
—We  generally  charge  the  county  where  the  case  comes  from,  the  county  from  whose 
gaol  the  party  was  sent.  Wo  look  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant  to  ascertain  that. 

7579.  With  reference  to  the  credit  to  be  given  for  the  moneys  paid  by  paying  Patients-. 

is  that  credit  for  the  whole  establishment,  or  to  the  particular  county  from  which  the 
patients  came?— We  lodge  it  to  the  credit  of  the  Governors  of  the  asylum,  and  it  goes 
into  the  funds  of  the  asylum,  and  we  never  deal  with  it  otherwise.  ' 

7530.  With  regard  to  paying  patients— do  you  consider  the  sum  to  be  paid  should  be  a 
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fixed  sum,  or  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Governors  ? — My  opinion  is,  that 
should  either  have  patients  paying  the  full  amount  for  their  support  and  maintenance  in 
the  asylum,  or  nothing  at  all.  I would  have  nothing  between  the  two,  for  if  the  s ^ 
varied  it  would  decidedly  lead  to  an  abuse.  I consider  it  would  bo  more  advantageous^ 
the  establishment  to  havo  a fixed  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  patients  and 
to  admit  none  as  paying  patients  but  those  able  to  pay  that  fixed  sum.  ’ 

7581.  I understand  you  to  suggest  that  a sum  equal  to  the  cost  to  the  asylum  of  the 

maintenance  of  a patient  should  be  required  in  the  case  of  a paying  patient  ? Exactly 

7582.  And  no  larger  sum  ? — And  no  larger  sum. 

7583.  Do  I understand  your  objection  to  charge  a less  sum  than  the  actual  cost  of  mainten- 
ance to  he,  that  those  who  would  bo  enabled  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  maintenance  would 
endeavour  to  get  their  relatives  admitted  for  the  lesser  sum  ? — Exactly. 

7584.  Are  the  cases  of  restraint  regularly  entered  in  the  Daily  Statement  Boole  ?— Regu- 
larly. . It  is  a strange  thing  that,  for  the  last  two  months,  we  had  not  a single  case  of 
restraint. 

7585.  Is  seclusion  at  all  practised? — Very  rarely. 

7586.  What  has  led  to  the  padded  rooms  being  given  up  ? — Because  they  were  tom  and 
they  were  not  repaired,  and  we  are  obliged  to  do  the  best  we  can  without  them;  and  it 
requires  a great  deal  of  labour  on  the  part  of  the  servants  to  keep  the  refractory  patients 
quiet. 

7587.  Have  you  ever  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Governors  the  propriety  of  repairing 
the  padded  rooms  ? — Yes ; and  there  is  an  estimate  provided  for  having  various  things  done 
to  the  asylum,  and  I think  the  repairing  of  the  padded  rooms  is  included  in  that  estimate. 

7588.  As  restraint  is  occasionally  practised  in  the  asylum,  I presume  there  are  mechanical 
means  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

7589.  In  whose  custody  are  they  kept? — In  my  custody,  and  in  Dr.  Ferguson’s. 

7590.  They  cannot  be  used  without  your  authority? — No. 

7591.  In  what  book  do  you  enter  those  matters  which  you  desire  to  bring  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  ? — I have  no  particular  hook.  I enter  them  on  a sheet,  which  is 
laid  before  the  Board  for  their  consideration. 

7592.  Are  those  separate  sheets,  on  which  you  enter  those  communications  you  desire  to 
make  to  the  Board,  duly  recorded  and  preserved? — Yes. 

7593.  Has  the  Board  of  Governors  had  occasion  to  carry  into  effect  tho  provisions  of  the 

recent  Act  for  the  superannuation  of  officers? No. 

7594.  Is  there  a clerk  and  store-keeper  attached  to  the  establishment  ? — Yes. 

7595.  Does  he  reside  on  the  premises? — Yes,  he  docs.  The  late  clerk  and  store-keeper 
resigned  the  place  two  months  ago.  There  is  a clerk  doing  the  duty;  and  the  Board  made 
an  appointment,  pro  tem.,  till  a regular  appointment  is  made. 

. 7596.  With  whom  does  the  appointment  of  the  inferior  officers  rest? — The  Board  never 
interfered  with  me  in  making  those  appointments. 

7597.  With  whom  does  the  removal  of  the  inferior  officers  rest? — 1 can  suspend  or  dis- 
miss with  the  sanction  of  the  Board. 

7598.  Does  any  rule  exist  requiring  that  persons  applying  for  tho  appointments  of  attend- 
ants or  servants  shall  be  capable  of  reading  or  writing,  or  is  there  any  other  test  of  intelli- 
gence ? Yes ; the  Inspectors  are  always  anxious  that  persons  of  that  class  should  be 

<Td’  and’  aS  ^ar  33  ^ cou^>  ^ have  done  so  ; but,  at  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  I was 
obliged,  in  one  or  two  instances,  to  vary  the  rule.  The  servants  were  very  excellent 
servants,  though  they  could  not  read  and  write.  The  majority  of  the  servants  do  read 
and  write. 

7599.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  a sufficient  quantity  of  land  attached  to  the  establish- 
ment for  the  employment  of  inmates  ? — Yes ; I think  we  have  had  employment  enough  for 
them  up  to  the  present.  We  had  a great  number  of  patients  very  much  broken  down,  and 
who  were  brought  here  in  a dilapidated  state.  We  have  very  few  able-bodied  men  able 
to  work  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-five.  We  work  them  outside  and  employ  the 
others  m keeping  the  house  clean. 

7600.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  respect  to  the  defective  ventilation — do 
you  concur  in  that  evidence  ? — I fully  concur  in  every  word  said  on  the  subject. 

IS1'  £nd  1jkewise  with  regard  to  the  warming  of  the  asylum?— Yes. 

7602.  How  is  the  establishment  lighted? — With  lamp  oil. 

7603.  What  sort  of  bedsteads  are  generally  in  use  in  the  house? — Iron  bedsteads. 

7604.  Have  you  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the  articles  supplied? — They 
are  not  good ; they  are  certainly  objectionable. 

7605.  Have  they  been  broken  by  the  patients? — In  some  instances. 

7606.  Have  any  accidents  resulted  ? — No,  except  that  I got  a blow  myself  from  a patient, 
9,nd  was  for  some  time  laid  up. 

7607.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  divine  worship? 
mnety-five  Roman  Catholics,  and  I should  say  about  seven  or  eight  Protestants. 

„ tliey  usually  orderly  and  well  behaved  ? — Very ; it  is  a very  extraordinary 

tact  that  they  are  better  behaved  on  those  occasions  than  at  other  times  ; they  feel  a kind 
oi  control  over  them  while  they  are  in  the  chapel.  It  is  really  interesting  to  see  the  con- 
yTjXercise  °Ver  t^emselves  during  that  period. 
q Ve  c^lapRins  access  to  any  of  the  inmates  they  may  desire  to  see? — Always. 

7b  10.  Supposing  there  was  a patient  in  such  a state  of  health  that  either  you  or  Dr. 
r erguson  was  of  opinion  that  conversation  with  him  on  religious  matters  would  not  be 
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advisable,  what  course  would  you  adopt? — I would  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  the 
clergyman  that  it  would,  not.be  advisable  for  him  to  communicate  with  the  patient,  indeed, 
the  clergymen,  from  being  in  the  habit  of  seeing  the  patients  frequently,  would  form  an 
opinion  themselves  as  to  whether  they  should  visit  or  not.  They  are  very  cautious. 

7611.  Is  there  much  employment  for  the  female  inmates?— We  have  a great  deal  of 
employment  for  them.  The  supply  of  clothing  was  very  short,  and  we  have  had  them 
making  up  clothing. 

7612.  Is  all  the  clothing  required  for  the  establishment  made  up  in  the  house  ? — All  the 
clothing  for  the  establishment  is  made  up  in  the  house. 

7613.  For  the  males  as  well  as  the  females? — Yes,  except  shoes,  which  are  made  out- 
side. I was  obliged,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  to  buy  stockings  for  them,  and,  at  one  time, 
some  ready-made  shirts. 

7614.  Are  many  men  employed  at  tailoring?— There  is  only  one  man  competent  to  work, 
and  he  is  very  useful. 

7615.  Does  that  one  man  make  up  all  the  clothing  for  the  male  inmates?— I have  two 
men  from  the  town,  whom  I employ  at  so  much  a-week,  in  the  house.  The  other  man 
assists. 

7616.  Then  I understand  your  answer  to  the  question,  whether  all  the  clothing  was 
made  up  in  the  house,  did  not  refer  to  its  being  made  up  by  the  inmates? — No.  There 
is  one  tailor  in  the  asylum  able  to  work,  and  ho  is  always  working. 

7617.  I believe  there  is  a basement  story  in  this  building? — Yes. 

7618.  What  use  is  made  of  that? — It  was  originally  intended  that  it  should  be  a coal 
depot,  and  for  keeping  farming  utensils,  and  another  part  was  intended  for  workshops.  At 
the  eastern  side  there  is  a large  room  intended  as  a workshop  for  shoemaking.  I do  not 
know  exactly  what  they  were  intended  for  originally,  but  I know  that  one  was  pointed  out 
particularly  as  a shoemaker’s  shop. 

7619-  How  are  they  at  present  occupied  ? — There  is  one  of  them  used  for  drying  clothes, 
wet  sheets,  and  blankets,  that  are  washed.  We  keep  a large  fire  in  the  place  to  dry  those 
things.  There  is  a good  deal  of  timber,  and  one  thing  or  another,  about  the  house,  which 
are  in  the  other  small  rooms. 

7620.  Is  there  any  number  of  patients  employed  on  the  basement  story? — Yes,  there 
are  two  or  throe,  making  mats  occasionally. 

7621.  Is  it,  in  your  opinion,  sufficiently  dry  to  be  so  occupied  ? — Certainly. 

7622.  Are  there  lavatories  in  each  of  the  divisions? — Yes. 

7623.  Are  there  baths  in  each  of  the  divisions? — There  are.  In  number  three,  the 
centre  corridor,  we  have  a shower  bath  and  a plunge  bath.  We  should  have  one  in  each 
corridor.  It  is  very  inconvenient  to  take  No.  1 patients,  to  whom  we  might  want  to  give  a 
Bliower  bath,  and  have  to  bring  them  the  whole  extent  of  the  house. 

7624.  Do  the  inmates  get  a bath  at  regular  periods? — They  are  washed.  Some  are 
obliged  to  get  baths  every  morning,  according  to  circumstances.  Some  are  dirtier  than 
others. 

7625.  Have  the  inmatos  their  hands  and  faces  washed  every  day  ? — Yes,  and  their  feet 
and  bodies  washed  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 

7626.  There  are  water-closets  in  each  division  ? — Yes. 

7627.  Are  they  in  working  order  ? — Yes.  We  do  our  best  to  keep  them  in  working  order. 

7628.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  establishment,  in  your  opinion,  effective  ?— I do  not  think,  as 
far  as  I could  perceive,  there  is  any  defect  in  it.  There  are  cess-pools  at  the  extreme  end 
of  the  house,  and  they  were  never  emptied  since  the  opening  of  the  establishment.  The 
fall  is  perfect  from  the  main.  There  are  several  small  drains  from  the  water-closets,  and 
when  the  water-closets  get  out  of  order  they  are  obliged  to  open  those  places  to  see  the 
cause  of  the  stoppage.  The  pipes  are  too  small,  hut  so  far  as  the  construction  of  the  large 
drain  is  concerned  I look  upon  it  to  be  perfect. 

7629.  Practically,  has  any  inconvenience  been  experienced  arising  from  the  sewerage 
since  the  house  was  opened? — There  has.  There  is  a bad  smell  often  discovered  in  the 
House  when  the  wind  is  from  the  east.  The  main  drain,  no  doubt,  takes  away  every 
thing  from  the  house. 

7630.  Are  fires  kept  up  in  the  corridors  throughout  the  winter? — Yes. 

7631.  Those  fire-places  are  stated  to  he  in  the  outer  walls — would  they  heat  the  corri- 
dors sufficiently  ? — Not  in  very  cold  weather.  > . 

7632.  You  do  not  consider  the  house  sufficiently  heated  in  winter  ? — There  is  no  adequate 
provision  made  for  heating  it  in  winter,  and  we  are  obliged  to  put  double  suits  of  blankets  on. 

7633.  Are  there  any  thermometers  in  use  in  the  house  to  ascertain  the  temperature?  No. 

7634.  From  returns  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  appears  that  upwards  of  297 
tons  of  coal,  and  560  boxes  of  turf  were  used  in  the  asylum  in  1856  ? — Yes. 

7635.  Do  you  still  consider  that  during  the  winter  portion  of  the  year  the  house  was 
not  sufficiently  heated  ? — I do  think  we  should  have  had  a little  more  firing.  This  season, 
I think,  the  amount  of  fuel  consumed  will  be  a good  deal  more.  I have  not  been 
sparing  of  it  as  I was  before.  After  the  opening  of  the  asylum  the  Governors  were 
objecting  to  the  expense,  which  led  to  my  curtailing  the  supply  of  fuel. 

7636.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  no  infirmary  in  the  asylum?  There  is  not. 

7637- Do  you  consider  there  is  a necessity  for  an  infirmary? — No  establishment  with 
over  100  patients,  I think,  should  be  without  one.  It  is  one  of  our  greatest  wants. 

7638.  Is  the  house  damp?— It  is  very  damp.  There  is  a very  great  objection  to  be 
made  to  the  flagging  of  the  house  generally.  It  is  of  some  hard  kind  of  flirfr-s|;ono,  and 
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Mullingar.  the  wet  remains  very  long  upon  it.  The  state  of  the  passages  upon  a very  wet  dav  is 

Maiiinqar~X)istrict  very  bacL  The  flagging  ought  to  be  removed  for  it  renders  the  house  very  unwholesome. 

Asylum.  7639.  Is  the  supply  of  cold  water  sufficient  ? — It  is  quite  sufficient. 

Hcury  Berkeley,  7640.  How  is  it  worked  up  ? — By  the  patients. 

lisa.,  m.d.  7641.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  water  available  for  the  house? — It  is  available  at  times 

Supply  of  hot  and  after  a great  deal  of  difficulty.  There  is  a delay  of  four  hours  before  water  can  be  pro- 

cold  water.  cured  for  a warm  bath.  I had  a correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  subject. 

It  requires  4 cwt.  of  coals  to  heat  the  boiler.  The  boiler  apparatus  for  heating  is  on  the 
top  corridor  of  the  house,  and  a supply  of  hot  water  is  not  always  available  for  the  purpose 
of  warm  baths  on  the  lower  floor,  as  by  the  time  the  water  comes  down  it  is  tepid, 
furniture  of  the  7642.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  day  rooms? — There  are  forms  in  the  day  rooms 

day  rooms.  and  dining  tables. 

7643.  Are  there  any  chairs  with  backs? — There  are  a few  that  we  give  to  epileptic  and 
weak  patients. 

7644.  I believe  there  is  a chapel  set  apart  for  divine  worship? — Yes. 

The  chapel.  7645.  Is  the  service  of  both  churches,  Protestant  and  Catholic,  celebrated  in  that  cbapel? 

— It  has  been  so  till  very  lately.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Protestant  chaplain,  got  cold 
in  the  chapel,  and  he  requested  that  I would  make  provision  for  him  in  some  other  place 
more  comfortable,  and  so  I did.  I put  him  into  a room  with  a fire ; but  it  is  understood 
both  services  are  to  be  performed  in  the  chapel. 
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Belfast,  12th  May,  1857. 

Present:— Sir  T.  N.  Bedington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Robert  Stewart,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7646.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum  ?— Resident 
Physician. 

7647.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment  ?— My  appointment  took  place  in  the 
year  1835. 

7648.  Were  you  previously  connected  in  any  way  with  the  institution  ?— Not  in  any  way. 

7649.  What  counties  are  attached  to  the  Belfast  District  Asylum? The  counties  of 

Down  and  Antrim,  and  the  county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus. 

7650.  What  medical  officers  are  attached  to  the  institution? — The  visiting  physician 
Dr.  Henry  M'Cormac,  and  the  visiting  surgeon  Dr.  James  Moore. 

7651.  I believe  the  appointment  which  you  yourself  hold  is  that  which  is  known  in  the 
regulations  as  manager? — That  was  the  original  appointment. 

7652.  Do  you  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  take  minutes  of  their  proceed- 
ings ? — Regularly. 

7653.  Is  the  correspondence  of  the  Board  carried  on  by  you  under  their  direction? — By 
me,  under  their  direction. 

7654  How  often  do  the  Board  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business? — There  are  regular 
meetings  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month. 

7655.  Is  there  usually  a sufficient  number  of  members  present  to  constitute  a quorum? — 
Always-  Three  constitute  a quorum.  The  average  attendance  is  seven  or  eight;  the 
Board  is  very  well  attended. 

7656.  Has  the  attendance  been  equally  good  from  the  county  of  Down  as  from  the 
county  of  Antrim  ? — In  proportion,  I think  it  is.  There  is  a larger  number  of  members  from 
the  county  of  Antrim  than  from  the  county  of  Down  ; and  I suppose  one  reason  for  the 
attendance  of  members  from  the  county  of  Antrim  is,  that  they  reside  near  to  the  institution. 

7657.  Arc  both  counties  fairly  represented  throughout  the  year  at  the  Board? — I rather 
think  Down  is  not  so  fairly  represented  as  Antrim  is,  and  I will  explain  that  by  stating  that 
the  number  of  Governors  from  Down  is  not  so  large. 

7658.  Do  you  keep  a general  registry  as  required  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations? — 
We  do. 

7659.  Do  you  keep  a medical  journal  also? — We  keep  a medical  journal. 

7660.  Is  the  medical  journal  kept  by  you  or  by  Dr.  M'Cormac? — It  is  kept  by  me. 

7661.  Is  the  morning  statement  book  regularly  kept? — Regularly. 

7662.  Are  the  cases  of  restraint  regularly  entered? — They  are. 

7663.  In  the  case  of  continuing  restraint  for  several  successive  days,  is  an  entry  made 
each  day  of  the  restraint? — When  the  entry  is  made  it  is  continued  on. 

7664.  Is  it  repeated  each  day? — Generally,  so  I think. 

7665.  Does  the  morning  statement  book,  in  fact,  contain  an  accurate  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  patients  so  far  as  the  law  requires  it  should  ? — It  does. 

7666.  In  what  manner  do  you  bring  before  the  Board  any  representation  which  you  may 
desire  to  make  to  them,  verbally  or  by  any  memorandum? — Verbally. 

7667.  There  is  no  memorandum  kept? — None  but  the  minute  book. 

7668.  No  such  book  as  that  required  by  the  16th  section  of  the  regulations:  “A  memo- 
randum book  to  be  laid  before  each  Board,  in  which  an  entry  shall  be  made  of  all  matters 
to  be  submitted  for  consideration  as  well  as  for  all  communications  from  the  manager  to 
the  Board,  in  order  that  such  communications  may  remain  on  record  with  the  decision  of 
the  Board  thereon,  to  be  noted  in  the  margin  by  the  chairman”  ? — Those  matters  are  all 
entered  in  the  minute  book. 

7669.  The  minutes  being  a record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  would  they  neces- 
sarily contain  those  matters  that  you  desired  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board, 
and  upon  whicli  no  proceeding  was  taken  ? — There  is  never  any  matter  brought  by  me 
before  the  Board,  but  something  is  stated  in  the  minutes  as  to  what  is  the  result. 

7670.  Is  there  an  accountant  attached  to  the  establishment? — There  is;  he  is  called 
clerk  and  storekeeper.  He  does  all  the  business  connected  with  the  accounts. 

7671.  Does  he  reside  in  the  house? — He  docs. 

7672.  Are  the  provisions  regularly  inspected  by  you  on  their  coming  into  the  house? — 
I do  occasionally  see  them,  but  they  arc  regularly  inspected  by  the  clerk.  I see  them 
myself  also  day  by  day. 

7673.  Are  you  satisfied  that  your  inspection  is  sufficiently  frequent  to  insure  proper  pro- 
visions being  generally  received  ? — I consider  it  is. 

7674.  When  applications  are  made  for  admission  to  the  asylum,  is  each  case  considered 
by  the  Board  on  the  appointed  days  of  meeting  ?— Each  case  is  considered. 

7675.  What  inquiry  is  made  with  reference  to  the  condition  in  life  of  the  applicant,  as 
regards  his  poverty  or  his  means  of  paying  for  his  maintenance  in  a private  asylum  ? — An 
affidavit  is  made  by  the  parties  wishing  to  have  him  or  her  admitted.  It  is  conclusive  on 

that  point. 
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7676.  Ia  no  further  step  taken? — Occasionally;  individual  Governors  may  have  had 

reason  to  think  the  parties  could  pay  in  a private  asylum,  and  there  have  been  cases  rcien 
ted  accordingly.  They  made  special  inquiry  on  the  subject.  That  is  however  an  excen" 
tion  to  the  rule,  and  an  exception  which  does  not  occur  often.  P' 

7677.  Are  paying  patients  received  into  the  asylum? — They  are  not. 

7678.  Are  idiots  and  epileptics  received  into  the  asylum  as  well  as  the  ordinary  lunatics?— 
They  are. 

7679.  I presume  from  your  acquaintance  with  the  district  of  Antrim  and  Down,  you  are 
enabled  to  state  whether  you  consider  there  is  any  large  class  of  lunatics  able  to  pay  some 
portion  of  the  annual  expense  of  their  maintenance  in  the  asylum,  and  who  are  not  received 
into  this  institution? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  large  class  at  all  in  that  position;  that 
is  my  private  opinion  on  the  matter.  There  are  many  who  are  apparently  very  indepen- 
dent, yet  to  take  from  them  such  a sum  of  money  as  would  bo  required  here  if  paving 
patients  were  admitted,  £22  a year,  to  tako  that,  from  their  means  of  supporting  themselves 
and  their  families,  would  almost  put  them  into  a condition  of  poverty.  That  is  my  opinion 
on  the  matter,  and  from  inquiries  I made  myself  on  the  subject,  I do  not  think  there  is  a 
large  class  of  patients  that  would  be  able  to  pay  a small  proportion  of  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance. 

7680.  Are  there  private  asylums  in  the  district? — Not  in  this  district.  There  is  one 
immediately  on  the  borders  of  it  at  Armagh. 

7681.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  any  idea  of  what  usually  becomes  of  the  class  of 
lunatics  above  the  condition  of  paupers  ?—  If  they  are  able  to  pay  the  lowest  cost  in  a pri- 
vate^ asylum  they  are  sent  to  it ; for  instance,  in  Scotland  thero  arc  several  institutions  that 
receive  patients  for  between  £30  and  £40  a-year,  and  the  minimum  scale  of  charge  at 
Armagh  is  low ; and  if  the  parties  arc  not  able  to  pay  the  lowest  cost,  they  come  hero. 

7682.  It  appears  that  in  the  whole  north  of  Ireland  there  is  only  one  private  asylum, 
which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Armagh  : do  you  consider  the  lunatics  of  the  class  above  paupers 
are  usually  provided  for  in  Scotland? — I know  of  many  patients  sent  there.  It  is  con- 
venient to  send  patients  there.  The  asylums  in  Scotland  arc  all  of  a mixed  class,  having 
both  boarders  and  paupers. 

7 683.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  admitting  paying  patients 
into  this  asylum  ? — My  opinion  is  very  decided  upon  it.  I consider  it  would  be  very  wrong 
to  do  so — that  it  would  interfere  very  much  with  the  management  and  comfort  of  the  insti- 
tution, which  should  bo  altogether  set  apart  for  its  own  purpose,  that  of  receiving  pauper 
lunatics. 

7684.  State  the  grounds  of  your  opinion? — I think  the  reception  of  paying  patients 
would  produce  jealousy  amongst  the  other  patients  if  they  were  mixed.  If  those  who  were 
not.  paid  for  saw  the  others  who  were  paying  getting  any  thing  that  you  would  not  ordi- 
nanly  give,  they  would  supjiose  it  was  a difference  you  were  making  because  the  one  class 
was  paid  for.  I think  it  would  also  open  the  door  to  an  abuso  in  another  way.  The  friends 
of  the  paying  patients  might  endeavour  to  suborn  attendants  and  servants  to  get  them  to 
do  so  and  so.  Various  matter’s  of  detail  of  that  kind  would  be  certainly  more  or  less  inju- 
rious to  the  harmony  and  good  working  of  the  institution.  I think  it  would  be  a mixture, 
any  thing  at  all  but  desirable,  that  is  to  have  the  paying  patients  mixing  in  ordinary  with 
the  regular  pauper  patients.  It  would  bo  injurious  unless  there  was  an  entirely  separate 
establishment. 

7685.  Is  your  asylum  at  present  full? — It  is.  In  fact  we  have  a larger  number  than  the 
Commissioners  who  were  appointed  a couple  of  years  ago  calculated,  according  to  the 
space  usually  allotted  to  patients,  it  would  contain.  They  did  not  make  the  number  out  at 
more  than  S15,  but  we  have  at  the  present  time  between  336  and  340.  There  is  a pres- 
sure  rather  upon  the  accommodation,  requiring  a larger  number  of  beds  to  be  put  into  the 

7686.  Is  the  number  of  applications  at  each  meeting  considerable  ? — The  number  varies ; 
sometimes  there  will  be  as  many  as  a dozen,  and  sometimes  less.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  there  were  twelve  applications.  I should  mention,  too,  that  besides  the  ordinary 
mode  of  admitting  cases  coming  before  the  Board  at  the  regular  meeting,  we  also  admit 
what  are  called  urgent  cases  between  one  meeting  of  the  Board  and  another,  cases  certified 
by  three  members  of  the  Board  as  urgent.  Cases  admitted  in  that  way  also  come  before 
the  Governors  to  be  examined  in  order  to  ascertain  that  every  thing  is  correct. 

7687.  Is  the  number  of  applications  such  as  to  lead  you  to  believe  the  accommodation  is 
not  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  district  ? — I think  ultimately  it  will  not  be  sufficient.  I 

- u Jr.6  .caSlr8  accumulate  again  to  more  than  we  can  admit.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  this  institution  is  quite  large  enough.  In  my  opinion  no  institution  ought  to  exceed 
the  number  we  have  at  present.  In  fact  I think  a smaller  number  would  be  better,  for 
accumulating  too  large  a number  of  patients  in  an  establishment  is  considered  by  practical 
men  most  objectionable. 

7^88.  Do  you  receive  the  lunatics  from  the  gaols  as  soon  as  the  order  is  transmitted  for 
* — Almost  immediately ; if  there  be  vacancies  they  are  taken  in  at  once. 

7689.  Have  many  lunatics  been  sent  here  from  the  workhouse  ? — Not  a great  many ; they 
do  come  . in  occasionally,  but  they  are  comparatively  few.  They  sent  in  those  cases  that 
became  violent  and  unmanageable  with  them. 

7690.  The  mode  of  admission  for  patients  from  the  workhouse  does  not  differ,  I believe, 

’taoI * a >r  ' community  at  large? — No,  they  fill  up  the  papers  in  the  ordinary  way. 

7by  1.  Aro  you  aware  that  any  difficulty  has  arisen  in  preparing  the  proper  papers  in  th®' 
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workhouse  for  the  transmission  of  lunatics? — I have  heard  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
here  state  casually  that  they  have  occasionally  experienced  difficulties  in  some  cases. 

7692.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  a copy  of  the  form  of  admission?— I 
can.  [Same  is  delivered  in].. 

7693.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  as  to  the  person  who  is  to  give  security  for  the  removal 
of  a pauper  sent  from  the  workhouse  in  the  event  of  his  recovering? — No;  generally  a 
removal  bond  is  signed  by  the  master  or  one  of  the  officers  of  the  workhouse,  and  when 
written  to  they  take  the  patient  away  at  once. 

7694.  Are  you  enabled  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  workhouse  authorities  for 
the  admission  of  their  lunatics  whenever  they  send  them? — We  are,  from  the  way  that 
we  have  managed  with  the  workhouse  hero:  wo  make  an  exchange;  we  send  some 
harmless  cases  in  lieu  of  those  we  take  from  them. 

7695.  From  returns  the  Commissioners  have  received  it  appears  there  were,  on  the 
1st  January,  eighty-eight  lunatics  in  the  Belfast  Workhouse,  fifty-nine  of  whom  were 
maniacal;  is  it  your  opinion  a considerable  proportion  of  those  cases  at  least  should  have 
been  received  into  the  lunatic  asylum  ? — I should  suppose  so.  I am  not  aware  how  long 
they  were  ill,  or  any  thing  of  that  kind ; but  if  they  were  only  for  a short  period,  undoubtedly, 
their  chance  of  recovery  or  improvement  would  have  been  much  better  if  they  had 
been  sent  here  rather  than  allowed  to  remain  in  the  workhouse.  I think  a workhouse  a 
most  improper  place  for  any  case  of  the  kind,  even  of  the  most  incurable  class.  According 
to  their  regulations  they  have  no  proper  way  of  looking  after  them. 

7696.  Have  you  ever  received  applications  from  the  other  workhouses  in  the  comities  of 
Antrim  and  Down? — We  do  occasionally. 

7697.  There  appear  to  be  twenty-one  lunatics,  nine  of  whom  are  maniacs,  in  the  New- 
townards  Workhouse;  have  you  had  applications  recently  from  that  workhouse? — Not 
recently ; we  had  formerly,  and  received  the  cases. 

7698.  There  appear  to  be  twenty  cases  in  the  Larne  Workhouse,  one  of  whom  is  a 
maniac;  have  you  had  any  applications  from  that  workhouse? — We  have  had,  but  not 
recently. 

7699.  I believe  the  two  unions  I have  mentioned  adjoin  the  union  of  Belfast  ? — Larne 
is  a considerable  distance,  about  eighteen  miles,  from  Belfast ; but  the  two  unions  are  in 
one  district  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

7700.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  what  is  your 
opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  lunacy  unprovided  for  in  either  asylums  or  workhouses : do  you 
think  there  is  any  considerable  number  at  large  ? — I believe  in  the  unions  generally  the 
cases  there  would  amount  to  between  200  and  300  ; but  I cannot  form  any  opinion  about 
the  other  cases  at  large. 

7701.  From  returns  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  is  computed  there  are  260  idiots 
in  the  district  who  are  not  in  the  asylum  or  in  workhouses — how  far  do  you  consider  it 
would  be  advisable  that  class  should  be  received  into  some  place  of  detention  ? — Unless 
there  was  positive  evidence  of  their  being  dangerous  to  themselves,  or  others,  I would 
allow  them  to  have  their  liberty ; that  is,  if  they  were  harmless,  and  if  they  had  friends  that 
would  look  after  them. 

7702.  Although  it  may  bo  objectionable  to  detain  lunatics  in  workhouses,  do  you  con- 
sider that  class  of  idiots  might,  generally  speaking,  be  left,  with  advantage,  in  a work- 
house? — I think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  them  all  taken  out  of  workhouses.  I do  not 
think  the  workhouses  suitablo  even  for  that  class.  They  might  be  improved  if  they  were 
placed  under  a judicious  system  of  care  and  treatment. 

7703.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  in  this  asylum  to  put  the  Superannuation  Act,  which 
was  passed  last  year,  into  operation  ? — It  has  not  been  put  into  operation ; but  there  are 
several  old  servants  in  the  place  whom  it  would  be  desirable  to  superannuate,  and  who 
would  be  anxious,  I believe,  for  it ; but  they  were  disappointed  rather  with  the  way  in 
which  it  was  ultimately  regulated. 

7704.  Do  you  mean  that  the  scale  of  superannuation  was  not  such  as  was  expected? — 
Yes.  It  was  put  under  the  Civil  Service,  and  was  so  very  Bmall  that  they  would  rather 
hold  on  as  long  as  they  possibly  could,  in  the  expectation  of  its  being  made  something  more 
liberal  than  what  was  originally  intended. 

7705.  Previously  to  that  Act  there  was  no  power  of  superannuation  whatever  ?— None, 
whatever;  but  they  were  looking  forward  to  it.  Some  years  ago  the  Governors  applied 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  subject,  representing  the  great  desirability  of  having  a 
means  of  superannuation  for  servants  and  officers. 

7706.  Do  you  consider  that  there  are  servants  in  the  establishment  whose  removal  would 
be  an  advantage,  in  consequence  of  their  being  unequal  to  the  dischai’ge  of  their  duties? 

I think  so.  I think  there  are  one  or  two  at  present.  . 

7707.  Do  you  find  the  salaries  given  are  sufficient  to  Becure  the  services  of  competent 
attendants? — I consider  the  payments  should  be  a little  more  liberal.  There  is  an 
objection  to  heavy  expense,  but  I think  that  such  money  is  well  laid  out.  They  are  under- 
paid, in  my  opinion,  for  the  peculiar  duties  they  have  to  perform  here.  Their  duties  are 
really  very  onerous,  by  day  and  by  night.  It  often  surprises  me  that  we  are  able  to  get 
the  duties  performed  that  are  done,  for  the  pay  which  is  received. 

7708.  Are  the  attendants  usually  capable  of  reading  and  writing? — The  major  part  of 
them.  We  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  get  those  who  are  able  to  read  and  write.  The 
great  majority  of  the  attendants  do  read  and  write. 

7709.  Does  any  inquiry  or  examination  take  place  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
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attendants  with  reference  to  their  proficiency? — We  are  always  very  particular  in  finding 
out  their  moral  and  general  conduct. 

7710.  And  as  to  their  intelligence  and  general  education? — Yes. 

7711.  Is  the  quantity  of  land  attached  to  the  asylum  sufficient  to  afford  means  of 
employment  for  the  lunatics  who  are  able  to  work? — I consider  it  is  ample;  there  are,  I 
think,  about  fifty  statute  acres. 

7712.  I believe  this  asylum  has  been  erected  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  ?— It  com- 
menced operations  in  1 829- 

7713.  Has  it  not  been  considerably  enlarged  sinco  that  time? — It  has  undergone  two 
enlargements:  it  was  enlarged  in  1835,  another  enlargement  commenced  in  1852,  and 
it  is  just  now  about  being  completed. 

7714.  Have  the  enlargements  which  have  taken  place  been  carried  out  without  inter- 
fering with  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  building? — Yes;  the  last  enlargement  that 
took  place  rather  improved  the  classification. 

7715.  Is  there  any  artificial  means  for  ventilation  ? — In  the  new  building  there  is,  in  the 
old  building  there  is  not.  The  Governors  wished  the  ventilation  of  it  to  be  improved, 
but  the  architect  said  that  owing  to  the  structural  arrangement  it  is  impossible  to  accom- 
plish it  by  any  artificial  means ; but  the  new  buildings  are  well  provided  for  in  that  respect. 

7716.  Do  you  think  the  arrangements  made  in  the  new  buildings  work  satisfactorily  ?__ 
I think  so. 

7717.  Do  you  find  the  ventilation  of  the  old  building  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  new 
building  ? — Yes ; but  there  has  been  a good  deal  done  to  improve  it. 

7718.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  warming  the  building  ? — Open  fire-places, 

7719.  Are  there  fire-places  in  all  the  corridors? — Yes,  and  in  the  day-rooms. 

7720.  Are  there  open  fire-places  in  tho  old  upper  galleries  ? — Not  in  the  galleries;  but 
in  the  rooms  off  the  galleries.  There  are  open  fire-places  in  the  basement  corridors. 

7721 . Are  there  ever  fires  in  the  fire-places  you  speak  of? — Occasionally,  in  very  damp 
and  severe  weather. 

7722.  Are  there  galleries,  with  cells  adjoining,  without  any  fire-places? — The  basement 
galleries  have  all  fire-places,  and  the  upper  galleries  have  no  fire-places  in  them;  but  there 
are  fire-places  in  the  dormitories  of  the  old  building.  In  the  upper  gallery  the  rooms  consist 
of  small  dormitories  that  hold  four  each,  and  each  of  those  apartments  has  a fire-place. 

7723.  Are  there  fires  in  them  in  the  winter? — No,  unless  it  is  necessary.  There  arc 

fire-places  in  which  fires  can  be  lighted  when  necessary.  , 

7724.  In  point  of  fact,  those  galleries  and  corridors  that  you  speak  of  now  arc  without 
fire-places,  although  there  are  fire-places  in  the  adjoining  dormitories,  and  it  is  the  exception 
and  not  the  rule  that  there  should  be  fires  in  those  places? — Yes,  that  is  the  case. 

7725.  Do  you  think  that  arrangement  affords  sufficient  warmth? — I do  not  think  it  does. 
I brought  the  matter  officially  before  the  Board,  and  they  took  it  up  and  brought  it  before 
the  Board  of  Works,  desiring  that  there  should  be  other  means  of  warming  provided 
besides  the  open  fire-places;  but  the  Board  of  Works  declined  to  do  any  thing.  Before 
that  we  had  an  arrangement  for  wanning  the  place  by  means  of  steam,  and  that  has  been 
done  away  with  altogether ; there  was  also  a means  of  warming  by  hot  water.  There 
was  a large  sum  of  money  laid  out,  £500,  some  years  ago,  for  heating  the  corridors  and 
sleeping-rooms  in  that  way ; however,  the  arrangement  was  found  insufficient,  and  it  never 
warmed  well,  and  has  been  entirely  given  up.  I do  not  think  we  aro  sufficiently  provided 
with  warmth  in  winter.  It  is  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
insane  to  have  the  temperature  comfortable. 

7726.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  house  in  good  order? — I think  so ; I have  no  reason  to 
think  there  is  any  defect ; it  has  been  very  particularly  attended  to. 

7727.  What  kind  of  bedding  is  generally  used? — For  the  most  part  straw;  with  the 
clean  convalescent  patients  we  use  cocoa-nut  fibre,  and  also  curled  hair. 

7728.  How  have  you  found  the  cocoa-nut  fibre  to  answer? — Not  at  all;  it  gets  into 
hard  lumps,  and  requires  to  be  teased.  There  is  no  better  thing  for  them  than  the  curled 
hair.  It  is  very  lasting  and  clean.  The  Board  of  Works  supplied  cocoa-nut  fibre  without 
asking  any  question  here  on  the  subject. 

7729.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  Board  of  Works  sent  down  cocoa-nut  fibre  beds  on 
their  own  authority,  and  without  any  requisition  ? — It  was  in  connexion  with  the  furniture 
of  the  new  building. 

7730.  Then  in  the  furnishing  of  the  new  building,  I understand  from  your  answer,  that 

neither  the  medical  authorities  of  the  institution,  nor  the  Governors,  were  consulted  m 
any  way  as  to  what  was  to  be  supplied  ? — They  were  not-  . , 

7731.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  use  of  straw  generally  for  bedding  ? — -Well,  I think 
it  is  a very  clean,  comfortable  bed ; when  we  get  the  straw  good  it  makes  a comfortable  bed. 

7732.  Is  it  the  kind  of  bed  generally  used  amongst  the  lower  classes? — Yes,  it  is  what 
they  are  accustomed  to,  and  many  of  them  prefer  it. 

7733.  What  classification  is  made  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution? — The  classification  we 
observe  is  not  with  reference  to  their  disease,  but  rather  with  reference  to  their  general  beha- 
viour and  conduct.  We  may  look  upon  cases  as  being  chronic,  and  incurable,  or  curable,  but 
it  is  according  to  how  they  conduct  themselves,  and  how  they  behave,  that  we  classify  them- 

7734.  Do  you  take  any  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  tho  cases? — Yes,  in  common 

with  Dr.  M'Oormac.  , 

7735.  That  is  a duty  you  perform  under  the  impression  that  your  appointment  was  made 
in  consequence  of  your  being  a medical  man? — Yes,  ultimately,  but  not  originally. 
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7736.  The  Privy  Council  regulations  do  not  require  the  manager  to  be  a medical  man  to 
undertake  such  duties  ? — In  the  first  instance  they  did  not,  but  for  some  years  past  they 
have  made  that  a sine  qua  non,  that  he  should  be  a medical  man. 

7737.  When  a patient  is  first  received  into  the  asylum,  is  he  examined  Tty  you  or  by  Dr. 
M‘ Cor  mac,  or  both  together? — He  is  examined  by  me.  It  is  a matter  of  accident  that  Dr. 
M'Cormac  is  here,  when  a case  comes  in. 

7738.  Who  determines  the  course  of  treatment  which  is  to  be  pursued  with  reference  to 
insane  patients,  you  or  Dr.  M-Cormac  ? — If  there  is  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  case  it 
comes  under  my  particular  care.  If  there  is  any  bodily  ailment  of  a serious  nature  Dr. 
M'Cormac  sees  the  patient  also ; but  each  case  comes  under  my  direction  with  regard  to 
the  general  moral  treatment  of  it. 

7739.  Supposing  the  law  to  be  altered,  and  to  require  what  seems  to  be  the  invariable 
practice  of  late,  namely,  that  the  manager  of  such  an  institution  should  bo  a medical  man, 
do  you  consider  the  responsibility  of  treating  the  cases  for  their  insanity  should  rest  with 
him  or  with  the  visiting  physician  ? — I consider  it  ought  to  rest  with  the  resident  physician. 

7740.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  advisable  under  those  circumstances  to  have  a visiting 
physician? — My  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a consulting  physician,  when 
serious  cases  arise,  upon  which  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  opinion  of  a professional  brother 
in  general  practice. 

7741.  Would  you  leave  it  to  the  option  of  the  resident  medical  attendant  to  call  in  a 
consulting  physician  or  not? — I am  afraid  that  would  place  the  resident  medical  man  in  rather 
an  invidious  position.  Some  Governors  might  consider  he  was  putting  the  institution  to 
too  great  expense.  It  would  be  perhaps  better  to  have  him  a paid  officer,  who  would  come 
to  see  such  cases  as  the  resident  physician  would  like  to  have  his  opinion  upon. 

7742.  Am  I to  understand  you  would  be  favourable  to  the  appointment  of  a consulting 
physician  with  a salary? — Yes,  I think  that  would  be  a most  satisfactory  arrangement. 

7743.  What  duties  docs  the  surgeon  of  the  institution  perform,  are  they  merely  of  a 
Burgical  character,  or  does  he  also  discharge  the  duties  of  apothecary  ? — He  discharges  the 
duties  of  both. 

7744.  Then  there  is  no  separate  officer  as  apothecary  ?— No,  the  one  officer  performs 
both  duties,  surgical  and  pharmaceutical.  We  have  a surgery  in  the  establishment. 

7745.  How  frequent  is  the  attendance  of  the  visiting  physician? — Three  times  a-weelc. 

7746.  And  of  the  surgeon? — The  surgeon  the  same  number  of  visits,  or  according  to 
circumstances.  lie  sometimes  comes  every  day. 

7747.  Supposing  medicines  were  required  to  be  compounded  in  the  absence  of  the 
surgeon,  how  would  you  provide  for  that? — I make  them  up  myself.  Where  there  is  a 
resident  medical  officer,  of  course  there  would  not  be  any  loss  or  difficulty  in  that  way.  1 
may  be  prematuro  in  offering  any  opinion  with  reference  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 
subject,  but  I would  remark  that  I consider  in  such  an  establishment  as  this  it  might  be 
desirable  to  have  a resident  medical  officer,  such  as  is  usually  in  all  such  establishments  in 
England,  a medical  assistant  upon  the  spot,  who  would  be  at  band  at  all  times. 

7748.  Is  there  an  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution  ? — There  is. 

7749.  Is  it  used  as  an  infirmary  ? — It  is. 

7750.  Is  it  reserved  exclusively  for  the  cases  of  patients  labouring  under  disease? — Yes. 

7751.  Is  that  the  case  on  both  the  male  and  female  side  ?— On  both  the  male  and  female 
sides.  Thero  arc  somo  individual  cases  it  would  not  answer  to  put  into  an  infirmary.  These 
are  exceptional  cases.  The  arrangement  was  not  in  operation  when  the  Commissioners 
visited  the  asylum  last ; it  has  been  since  established. 

7752.  Your  opinion  is,  I presume,  therefore,  favourable  to  tlie^  treatment  of  lunatic 

patients  in  the  infirmary  when  they  are  labouring  under  illness? — Eor  tho  most  part  it  is 
desirable,  with  the  exception  of  cases  to  which  I have  alluded — cases  that  would  disturb 
the  other  patients.  ^ 

7753.  With  regard  to  the  moral  treatment  of  the  inmates,  is  that  left  entirely  to  you  : — Y es. 

7754.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  amusement  of  the  patients  ?— They  very 
frequently  have  a dance  to  music;  some  play  upon  the  piano,  others  upon  the  violin. 
Dancing  is  a very  popular  amusement  here,  and  they  enjoy  it  frequently. 

7755.  How  frequently  do  these  dances  take  place? — In  the  winter,  perhaps,  every 
evening,  more  or  less,  amongst  some  of  the  patients. 

7756.  Are  there  any  games  played  by  them,  such  as  draughts,  or  have  they  any  books . — 

They  have  a variety  of  light  reading.  . , . , 

7757.  Do  you  consider  the  occupation  of  the  mind  valuable  m the  treatment  of  lunatic 
cases? — Where  the  patients  are  capable  of  appreciating  the  reading  and  finding  amusement  m 
it,  it  is,  of  course  very  important.  Y ou  are  to  recollect  that  they  are  for  the  most  part  unedu- 
cated. Amongst  many,  even  of  the  educated  persons,  the  last  thing  they  will  do  is  to  read. 

7758.  Is  any  clinical  instruction  given  in  the  asylum  by  any  medical  man.— lhere 

is  no  special  clinical  instruction  given.  About  a-year  ago,  the  Governors  passed  a resolu- 
tion authorizing  senior  medical  students  who  were  required  for  the  East  India  bemce,  or 
were  preparing  for  it,  to  como  in — however,  we  have  not  had  any  attending  here,  lhe 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  meet  the  want  of  instruction  in  such  matters.  _ . 

7759.  Have  the  Board  ever  had  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  having  clinical 

clerks  who  should  be  accommodated  in  the  establishment  ? — N 0.  , 

• 7760.  It  would  appear  from  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  that  a very 
large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  this  institution  are  incurable  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  case  here, 
in  common  with  all  such  establishments. 
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7761.  It  would  appear  that  out  of  330  inmates  only  74  are  considered  curable?— Yes 

7762.  The  number  of  vacancies,  therefore,  which  the  institution  can  offer  to  the  district 
depends  upon  the  number  of  cures  that  may  take  place  out  of  74  inmates,  or  the  deaths 
amongst  the  incurables? — Yes. 

7763.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  having  a separate  insti- 
tution for  the  incurables? — Well,  I have.  I think  it  would  bo  very  desirable  that  this 
establishment  should  be  kept  apart  or  sepai'ato  for  recent  cases,  and  also  chronic  cases  of 
insanity,  as  distinguished  from  paralytic,  and  idiotic,  and  epileptic  cases : all  such  cases 
which,  I may  say,  are  considered  incurable,  and  having  a kind  of  vegetative  existence 
it  would  be  very  desirable  to  separate  from  those  two  classes  of  the  insane  that  I have 
mentioned. 

7764.  I understand  you  would  desire  to  see  such  an  institution  as  this  asylum  reserved 
for  the  acute  cases,  which  require  particular  care  and  treatment? — Yes,  so  that  they 
would  enjoy  the  advantages  and  comforts  of  an  institution  like  this,  with  the  view  to  their 
cure. 

7765.  Do  you  consider  the  class  you  would  contemplate  removing  to  the  asylum  for 
incurable  cases  would  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  knowledge  that  they  were  transferred 
to  such  a place  ? — I would  not  remove  cases  that  would  be  likely  to  consider  that.  There 
is  a very  large  class  who  would  not  consider  such  a matter,  persons  who  have  a mere 
animal  existence ; while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  persons  hero  whose  cases  are  chronic 
since  the  institution  was  opened,  but  whose  removal  would  bo  a cruelty. 

7766.  Supposing  separate  institutions  to  be  provided  for  the  cases  which  you  contem- 
plate removing,  do  you  consider  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  them  on  the  same  grounds  aB 
the  existing  asylums,  or  in  distinct  localities.  I am  putting  the  case  generally  ? — In  distinct 
localities. 

7767-  For  what  reason  do  you  consider  it  would  be  particularly  desirable  to  have  them 
in  distinct  localities  ? — I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  cases  in  them  altogether 
separated ; for  within  the  same  walls,  let  your  supervision  be  what  it  may,  they  would  be 
mixing  with  each  other,  and  they  should  be  kept  entirely  and  altogether  apart.  Every 
thing  should  be  done  to  keep  up  hope  in  them,  which  is  a great  matter  in  cases  capable 
of  having  such  feelings  as  you  speak  of.  Many  of  them,  when  they  como  in  here,  however, 
think  that  they  will  remain  in  the  asylum  all  their  lives. 

7768.  Supposing  this  establishment  for  incurables  to  be  placed  in  a distinct  locality,  I 
presume  you  would  necessarily  require  a staff  for  it  nearly  as  largo  as  the  staff  of  the 
original  asylum,  that  is,  allowing  the  same  number  of  patients  to  each  ? — I do  not  think  that 
would  be  required.  The  class  of  cases  to  which  1 refer  are  generally  harmless,  and  a 
large  number  could  be  managed  by  a small  number  of  attendants. 

7769.  The  grounds  which  you  have  stated  for  tho  removal  of  such  cases  are  of  a 
character  that  would  make  it  proper  that  the  additional  expense  should  be  incurred?— 
Of  course.  I know,  with  reference  to  epileptics,  that  they  are  a very  troublesome  class  to 
mind,  and  very  dangerous,  and  would  requiro  very  particular  supervision.  Where  epilepsy 
is  complicated  with  insanity,  one  patient  will  givo  more  trouble,  I find,  than  twenty  other 
patients. 

7770.  A staff  of  medical  attendants  would  still  be  required  for  such  an  institution,  it 
being  in  a distinct  locality  ? — Of  course. 

7771.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  as  easy  to  secure  tho  attendance  of  Governors  for  an 
, institution  which  might  be  considered  somewhat  of  a condemned  character  as  well  as  at 

the  curative  hospital? — Well,  I would  suppose  so,  that  their  feelings  of  benevolence  would 
naturally  lead  them  to  give  their  care  to  human  beings  so  unfortunately  circumstanced. 

7772.  Would  you  place  the  proposed  institution  under  the  same  Board  as  the  original 
asylum? — I would  see  no  objection  to  that.  I think  the  existing  Board  would  be  better 
qualified  to  take  charge  of  it. 

7773.  Is  this  asylum  properly  provided  with  baths  for  the  use  of  the  inmates?— It  is. 
The  last  addition  to  the  asylum  provided  us  amply  in  that  way.  I would,  myself,  think  it 
desirable  we  should  have  a shower  bath  in  each  corridor,  which  we  have  not.  We  have 
only  one  shower  bath  on  each  side ; and  I think  that  is  a deficiency. 

7774.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  ablution,  do  the  inmates  get  a bath  each  week? — They 
do.  Every  patient  in  the  house  gets  a warm  bath  once  a week.  That  is  the  standing  rule. 

7775.  Can  the  shower-bath  be  used  without  your  knowledge  ? — No. 

7776.  Do  you  keep  the  instruments  of  mechanical  restraint  ? — Yes;  they  are  not  allowed 
to  be  used  without  my  authority. 

7777.  By  the  23rd  section  of  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  the  manager  is  directed 
to  take  charge  of  all  the  instruments  of  restraint;  and  is  not,  under  any  pretence,  to 
allow  the  unauthorized  use  of  them  to  any  person  within  the  establishment : do  you  act 
upon  that  regulation? — There  is  no  mechanical  restraint  allowed  to  be  used  without  my 
authority. 

7778.  Does  that  quite  fulfil  the  condition  of  taking  charge  of  the  instruments  of  restraint 
which  is  the  most  effective  means  of  preventing  them  being  used  without  authority  ?— 1 
consider  so.  I do  not  profess  to  keep  them  under  direct  lock  and  key  myself. 

7779-  Is  mechanical  restraint  much  used? — No,  it  is  the  exception  to  the  rule. 

7780.  In  what  book  are  the  cases  of  restraint  recorded  ? — In  the  Medical  Journal. 

7781.  Is  there  any  entry  made  for  each  case  each  day? — It  is  made  for  each  case, 
according  as  the  cases  of  restraint  occur. 

7782.  Is  the  Medical. Journal  made  out  each  day? — It  is. 
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7783.  Are  tlie  cases  of  restraint  entered  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book  ? — Not  in  the 
Daily  Statement  Book. 

77S4.  Will  you  refer  to  the  form  of  the  Daily  Statement  Book,  as  approved  by  the  Privy 
Council? — Yes;  that  form  was  done  away  with  by  the  Act  which  required  the  Medical 
Journal  to  he  kept,  and  the  cases  of  restraint  to  be  marked  down  in  it. 

7785.  On  what  ground  do  you  say  the  Act  has  done  away  with  the  former  hook,  which 
is  still  in  use  in  every  other  asylum  in  Ireland? — The  Act  of  Parliament  is  more 
binding  than  any  thing  else  on  the  subject. 

7786.  Can  you  refer  to  any  clause  of  tlie  Act  by  which  the  keeping  of  the  Daily  State- 
ment Book  was  done  away  with? — I cannot,  hut  that  was  the  time  the  Medical  Journal 
came  into  use,  and  then  entering  such  cases  in  two  places  was  considered  unnecessary. 

7787.  Is  not  the  Medical  Journal  a statement  differing  materially  from  what  is  required 
to  be  entered  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book  ? — It  has  a distinct  head  of  the  general  state 

of  the  institution. 

778S.  Is  there  not  also  this  difference  that  one  requires  to  be  kept  daily,  and  the  other 
is  not  required  to  be  kept  daily  ? — The  Daily  Statement  Book  requires  to  he  kept  daily. 

7789.  Arc  there  any  padded  rooms? — Yes,  there  are  two  upon  each  side. 

7790.  Are  they  much  used? — Oh  yes,  we  find  them  very  useful.  They  were  not  in 
operation  at  the  time  the  Commissioners  were  here,  about  six  months  ago ; since  then  they 
have  been  put  up  by  the  Board  of  Works,  although  they  had  been  applied  for  nearly  two 
years  before  that. 

7791.  Are  they  padded  or  panelled  rooms? — The  door  is  padded,  and  the  room  itself 
is  panelled  or  hoarded.  That  is  the  plan  they  adopted  themselves.  They  did  not  consult 
tbe  authorities  here  upon  the  subject ; but,  however,  I think  it  answers  the  purpose. 
Where  tbe  rooms  arc  padded  throughout,  the  patients  very  frequently  tear  the  padding 
and  destroy  it. 

7792.  Is  there  a school  in  the  asylum? — No. 

7793.  Is  any  religious  instruction  given  in  tbe  asylum? — There  is  not.  If  a patient 
desires  to  be  visited  by  a clergyman  of  his  or  her  persuasion,  and  that  it  is  considered  such 
visit  will  not  cause  any  undue  excitement  in  tbe  patient,  the  clergyman  is  allowed  to  visit. 
We  bad  clergymen  attending  hero,  whom  the  Governors  permitted  to  attend,  although  they 
did  not  consider  themselves  bound  to  do  so ; however,  that  attendance  lias  now  ceased 
altogether,  and  we  have  fallen  back  upon  the  original  rules  and  regulations. 

7794.  Do  you  mean  the  original  rules  and  regulations  of  tbe  Privy  Council  ? — No,  not  of 
tbe  Privy  Council,  of  the  Board  themselves.  I believe  the  Board  considered  they  were 
acting  on  tbe  original  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  attendance  of  clergymen  for  which 
they  made  provision. 

7795.  Am  I to  understand  that  if  a patient  expresses  a wish  to  be  attended  by  a clergy- 
man of  his  or  her  persuasion,  that  the  clergyman  will  he  allowed  to  visit? — Precisely  so. 

7796.  Is  there  any  regular  service  performed  here  on  Sundays  by  the  minister  of  any 
church? — No,  there  is  not. 

7797.  Has  it  ever  been  the  caso? — It  was  the  caso  for  nearly  two  years. 

7798.  By  what  clergymen  were  services  performed  in  this  asylum? — There  were  three 

clergymen,  the  lloman  Catholic  clergyman,  the  Presbyterian  clergyman,  and  the  clergy- 
man of  the  Established  Church.  _ 

7799.  Do  you  refer  now  to  a period,  subsequent  to  the  order  in  Council,  with  reference  to 
tbe  appointment  of  chaplains  ? — I speak  of  the  clergymen  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

7800.  Previous  to  that  period  were  any  clergymen  of  any  church  in  the  habit  of  attending 

to  read  Divine  Service  in  the  asylum? — No.  . 

7801.  Wore  there  auy  prayers  or  assemblages  for  religious  purposes  of  any  kmd  in  the 
bouse  on  Sundays  before  the  appointment  of  those  chaplains  by  tho  Lord  Lieutenant?  I 
used,  myself,  to  assemble  them  for  prayers,  and  read  a portion  of  the  Scriptures  for  them. 

7802.  For  the  inmates  generally  ?— For  the  inmates  generally,  that  is,  the  Protestant 

portion  of  them.  ' . 

7803.  If  an  inmate  of  tho  asylum  were  in  a dying  state,  would  you  consider  it  your  duty 
to  send  for  the  clergyman  of  his  persuasion  to  attend  him,  although  he  had  not  expressed 
auy  wish  on  the  subject? — No,  I would  not,  unless  the  patient  appeared  capable  of  under- 
standing any  tiling  in  that  way ; if  the  patient  made  no  application  for  a clergyman  I would 
not  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so.  There  have  been  exceptional  cases  in  which  clergymen 
have  been  sent  for  without  the  patients’  asking  for  them. 

7804.  What  led  to  a different  course  being  pursued  in  those  cases?— I may  mention  one 

of  them  that  occurred  lately ; it  was  that  of  a lloman  Catholic  priest,  and  his  own  friends 
seemed  to  wish  that  a clergyman  should  see  him,  even  when  he  was  in  the  asylum  here 
ordinarily ; but  he  would  never  permit  the  visit  of  a clergyman  to  him.  On  one  occasion  a 
clergyman  went  to  see  him,  and  when  he  went  into  the  room  he  flew  at  him,  and  squared 
at  him,  and  nearly  knocked  him  down.  However,  when  he  got  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  and 
was  in  a dying  state,  we  thought  that,  under  tho  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  he 
satisfactory  to  his  friends  that  it  should  be  notified  to  the  Homan  Catholic  bishop  of  the 
diocese  that  the  patient  was  struck  with  apoplexy,  and  that  if  he  thought  it  desirable  a 
clergyman  should  see  him  he  would  be  admitted.  A clergyman  came,  but  the  patient  s 
consciousness  did  not  return.  . , n x 

7805.  What  are  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  other  cases  that  led  to  a departure 
from  the  general  rule  or  practice  you  have  stated  ? — There  was  a patient,  with  respect  to 
whom  we  were  doubtful  as  to  whether  the  attendance  of  the  clergyman  would  produce  a 
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good  effect,  or  not,  upon  her.  She  had  indistinctly  talked  about  seeing  a clergyman ; and 
wc  thought  that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  would  bo  well  to  see  what  effect  the  attend- 
ance of  a clergyman  would  produce  upon  her.  When  the  clergyman  came  she  did  not  seem 
to  wish  for  any  particular  conversation  or  communion  with  him. 

7806.  Then  I am  to  understand  it  is  left  entirely  to  the  intelligence  of  those  lunatic 
inmates  to  determine  whether  or  not  they  shall  have  religious  ministrations? — Precisely  so 

7807.  1 presume  there  arc  inmates  of  various  religious  persuasions  in  this  asylum?—! 
There  are. 

7808.  Was  any  place  of  worship  over  provided  for  the  inmates  of  the  asylum?— Yes 
there  is  a place  called  “ the  chapel it  was  never  used  as  such. 

7809.  Was  it  built  for  a chapel? — It  was  set  apart  for  a chapel;  it  was  arranged  for  it. 
It  was  previously  a part  of  the  building  here,  and  was  subsequently  set  apart  specially  for 
a chapel.  It  is  not  a now  building. 

7810.  Was  it  arranged  for  a chapel  by  direction  of  the  Governors,  or  by  direction  of  the 
Executive? — By  direction  of  the  Executive — the  Board  of  Works.  The  Governors  were 
against  having  any  such  place. 

7811.  What  is  your  own  opinion,  after  the  experience  you  have  had  in  charge  of  this 
institution,  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise,  of  having  religious  ministrations  provided 
for  the  patients? — Well,  I think  bringing  in  clergymen  for  them  in  the  mass,  and  where 
there  are  a great  many  persuasions,  as  there  arc  here,  is  decidedly  objectionable. 

7812.  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  a risk  of  theological  controversies  arising  because  of 
clergymen  of  different  persuasions  attending  the  institution? — Well,  the  patients  themselves 
have  their  strong  religious  feelings;  and  seeing  different  clergymen  coming  in  isaptto  excite 
them ; for  instance,  a Roman  Catholic  patient  seeing  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church 
coming  in,  it  would  cause  feelings  iu  him  that  it  would  be  desirable  should  not  exist;  or  a 
Protestant  patient  seeing  a Roman  Catholic  priest,  would  have  very  strong  feelings  on  the 
subject. 

7813.  I believe  the  law  provides  that  chaplains  shall  be  appointed  in  workhouses  and 
gaols  ? — I believe  so. 

7814.  Do  you  consider  that  lunatics  should  bo  left  without  that  provision? — I think  it 
is  quite  sufficient,  as  in  individual  cases,  so  long  as  they  remain  subject  to  insanity,  that 
they  should  have  a clergyman  whenever  they  seem  to  have  an  intelligent  desire  that  a 
clergyman  should  visit  them. 

7815.  Have  any  facts  come  to  your  knowledge,  during  the  time  clergymen  were  attending 
this  institution  that  would  lead  you  to  the  conclusion  that  their  presence  here  would  be 
likely  to  cause  disturbance  in  the  minds  of  the  patients  ? — Wc  have  had  cases  here  that 
were  perfectly  quiet  and  tractable  before  the  attendance  of  clergymen ; and  upon  the  clergy- 
men coming  into  the  house,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  a very  decided  and  prejudical  excitement 
was  produced  upon  the  patients,  who  theretofore  had  not  been  in  that  state.  Neither  Dr. 
M'Cormac  or  myself  could  attribute  it  to  any  other  cause  but  to  the  unduo  excitement 
caused  in  the  way  I have  stated. 

7816.  Having  yourself  assembled  the  inmates,  for  the  purpose  of  prayer,  upon  the  Sabbath, 
I presume  you  considered  it  was  desirable  they  should  be  so  assembled  ? — Well,  I thought 
reading  a portion  of  the  Scripture  for  them  would  ho  desirable ; and  my  not  being  a 
clergyman  it  had,  of  course,  a different  effect  upon  them,  for  they  look  upon  the  head  of 
this  place  as  their  father,  so  to  speak.  It  was  more  just  as  family  prayer  than  a distinct 
service,  or  worship  gone  through  by  a professional  minister. 

7817.  If  the  feelings  of  the  inmates  are  so  susceptible  with  regard  to  religious  matters 
as  you  suppose,  do  you  not  consider  that  the  fact  of  a person  assembling  them  for  prayers 
whom  they  knew  not  to  be  a minister  of  their  own  church,  would  have  au  effect  upon 
them  ? — That  has  been  given  up ; it  was  not  authorized  by  the  Governors,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  that  I should  give  it  up. 

7818.  About  how  many  persuasions  exist  amongst  the  inmates  in  this  asylum  ?— Well, 
we  have  Roman  Catholics  and  Presbyterians,  denominated  Orthodox  Presbyterians,  and 
there  are  Unitarian  Presbyterians  ; we  have  Episcopalians  and  Methodists ; we  had  a Jew 
and  a Quaker ; we  are  now,  I think,  confined  to  Episcopalians,  Roman  Catholics,  Presby- 
terians, Unitarians,  and  Methodists. 

7819.  Are  any  religious  books  provided  for  the  inmates? — Yes ; Bibles  and  Testaments, 
and  their  own  particular  prayer-books. 

7820.  You  mean  prayer-books  sanctioned  by  their  respective  churches? — Precisely. 

7821.  Do  the  inspectors  frequently  visit  the  asylum? — They  do. 

7822.  When  the  inspectors  attend,  being  members  of  the  Board,  do  they  take  the  same 
part  in  the  proceedings  as  any  ordinary  member  would  ? — They  do. 

_ 7 823.  Do  they  vote  when  differences  arise  ? — Well,  we  have  not  had  any  case.  If  a ques- 
tion arose  they  would  vote.  They  are  considered  Governors  in  Ordinary,  according  to  their 
appointment  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council. 

7824.  Are  their  visits  made  without  notice? — Yes;  without  notice. 

7 825.  Are  they  usually  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  Board  assembling,  or  at  other  times  ?— 
At  other  times. 

7826.  When,  the  inspectors  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  any  matter,  is 
that  done  by  them  at  the  meeting  at  which  they  attend,  or  do  they  make  it  a matter  of 
distinct  communication  ? — They  make  it  a matter  of  distinct  communication. 

7827. 1 believe  a control  is  exercised  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Governors  as  regards 
expenditure  by  the  Privy  Council? — Yes. 
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7828.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  efficacy  of  that  control?— I think  it  is  satisfactory.  Belfast. 

7829-  Have  you  had  occasion  to  complain  of  any  delays?— Sometimes  there  have  been  R — r . . 

delays  in  the  granting  of  money  that  was  raemorialled  for,  but  latterly  that  has  not  been 
the  case.  Ot  late  the  money  has  come  more  regularly.  The  Governors  had  occasion  to  Robert  Stewart, 
specially  call  the  attention  of  the  Privy  Council  to  the  fact  of  accounts  being  delayed  in  Esq.,  m.d. 
the  payment,  owing  to  the  money  not  coming  in  time.  There  is  no  reason  to  complain  of 
that  at  present. 

7830.  With  regard  to  additions  made  to  the  asylum  or  any  thing  in  the  way  of  construe-  No  control  exercised 
tion  or  building:  can  that  be  done  by  the  Board ‘itself,  or  must  it  be  done  under  direction  b?.fhe  Governors 

of  the  executive  authority  ?— The  Governors  must  have  the  approval  of  the  executive  autho-  t0  ne,r 

rity ; if  there  is  any  thing  out  of  the  ordinary  course  required  to  be  done,  they  apply  to 
the  executive  on  the  subject. 

7831.  In  that  case  the  Board  exercises  no  further  control  over  the  building  or  whatever 
the  work  may  be? — No. 

7832.  Has  that  system  been  considered  to  work  satisfactorily? — Well,  it  was  not  found  Working  of  the 
satisfactory  in  the  recent  additions;  the  Board  found  their  hands  tied  up.  They  had,  in  system. 

the  first  instance,  applied  for  additions  and  structural  changes:  subsequently  they  were 
not  consulted  in  the  way  they  thought  they  ought  to  have  been  consulted  with  respect  to 
the  details.  Those  works  would  have  been  much  more  cheaply  and  satisfactorily  done  if  the 
Board  had  gotten  the  sanction  of  the  Executive  to  execute  them,  and  had  the  details  left  in 
their  own  hands. 

7833.  The  female  side  of  the  establishment  is  in  charge  of  the  matron? — Yes.  The  Matron. 

7834.  Is  the  matron  supposed  to  act  under  your  directions? — Yes. 

7835.  Is  the  removal  of  the  servants  of  the  institution  left  with  you,  or  do  the  Board  con-  Removal  of  servants, 
sider  those  cases  also  ? — It  is  left  in  my  hands. 

7836.  Is  the  supply  of  water  to  the  establishment  sufficient? — At  present  it  is;  it  was  The  supply  of  water, 
defective.  The  Governors  had  a new  well  sunk,  the  old  well  having  become  quite 

exhausted,  and  there  was  a great  increase  in  the  requirements  of  the  establishment,  and 
the  new  water-closets  and  lavatories  took  a largo  additional  supply  of  water  which  the 
old  well  was  incapable  of  giving.  We  have  now  an  abundance  of  water  from  the  new 
well. 

7837.  Is  the  supply  of  water  worked  up  by  the  labour  of  the  inmates? — Yes.  That 
question  was  brought  before  the  Governors.  It  was  thought  objectionable  to  employ  them 
in  that  way,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  water  raised  by  steam  or  other  such 
means.  I applied  to  the  Governors  and  got  an  order  for  the  erection  of  a steam  engine. 

It  was  subsequently  found  that  a supply  of  water  might  possibly  be  had  by  gravitation,  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  it  was  bettor  not  to  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  up  the  steam  engine, 
which  would  he  rather  an  eyesore  to  the  place,  and  instead  of  doing  so  to  go  on  with  the 
force-pump.  I think  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  have  the  supply  obtained  by  gravitation. 

7838.  Are  any  of  the  inmates  at  present  employed  at  the  force-pump  ? — Yes ; that  is  the  Employment  of  the 
only  way  wo  have  of  getting  a supply  of  water — the  force-pump  worked  by  the  patients-.  f^feo^workingft 

7839.  Is  the  amount  of  work  required  more  than  what  you  would  consider  advisable  for  orce~punip' 
the  patients? — In  an  institution  of  this  kind  it  has  too  much  the  appearance  of  prison  em- 
ployment, and  the  patients  for  tho  most  part  have  not  the  physical  strength  to  permit  of 

their  being  constantly  employed  at  it,  and  there  aro  only  a few  comparatively  one  can  get 
to  do  the  work. 

7840.  IIow  long  are  the  patients  left  at  a time  at  that  work? — A large  number  would  be 
left  under  tho  charge  of  an  attendant  who  has  directions  to  change  them.  We  have  three 
or  four  at  each  handle,  so  that  the  labour  is  not  very  considerable.  It  is  the  character  of 
the  labour  that  is  objectionable.  In  this  institution  it  is  objectionable  that  we  should  raise 
water  in  that  way. 

7841 . Are  the  water-closets  in  use  throughout  tho  building  found  to  answer  ? — Now  they  The  water-closets, 
are,  but  when  the  Commissioners  were  here  before,  the  water-closets  were  considered  a 

nuisance.  We  are  getting  up  a self-acting  water-closet. 

7842.  Is  the  establishment  lighted  with  gas  ? — It  is.  _ The  Asylum  lit  with 

7843.  You  have  mentioned  that  the  visiting  physician  visits  three  times  in  the  week? — sa3- 

Yes.  The  Visiting 

7844.  How  does  he  ascertain  tho  cases  that  require  his  attendance  ? — The  attendants  i^fOTme^of  tho  rases 
call  his  attention  particularly  to  such  cases  when  he  visits  the  hospital  where  the  sick  requiring  his 
inmates  are,  and  if  there  is  any  other  case  throughout  the  building  that  requires  his  attend-  attendance. 

ance,  his  attention  is  called  particularly  to  it. 

7845.  By  whom  ? — By  the  attendants,  and  sometimes  by  myself. 

_ 7846.  Is  there  any  book  for  the  purpose,  or  is  there  any  person  responsible  for  giving 
kirn  a list  of  the  patients  who  have  been  sick  in  the  interval  of  his  visits? — There  is  no 
particular  hook  nor  any  particular  person. 

7847.  Then  it  is  a matter  of  chance  whether  he  hears  of  the  cases  of  illness  that  may 
have  occurred  in  his  absence? — That  is  not  likely  to  occur;  he  makes  it  his  business  to 
inquire  of  the  attendants  when  he  comes  if  there  is  any  case  requiring  him. 

7848.  That  is  a verbal  communication? — Yes,  a verbal  communication. 

7849.  Is  there  no  hook  kept  containing  entries  from  day  to  day  of  cases  of  illness  that 
way  require  his  attendance  ? — No. 

7850.  And  there  is  no  particular  officer  responsible  for  giving  the  physician  a list  of  the 
cases  of  illness  that  have  occurred  since  he  previously  visited? — The  attendants  are  bound 
fa  tell  him  of  such  cases. 
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7851.  There  is  no  single  officer  in  the  asylum  responsible  for  providing  him  with  a list 
of  the  cases  requiring  his  attendance? — No;  there  is  not. 

7852.  Referring  to  the  question  of  religious  ministrations,  have  you,  from  the  time  you 
were  appointed  manager  up  to  the  period  of  the  proposed  building  of  a chapel,  hoard  any 
complaints  from  the  friends  of  the  patients  or  the  members  of  the  Board  as  to  the  want  of 
religious  instruction  in  the  asylum  ? — Never. 

7853.  When  did  the  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  appointing  chaplains  first  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Board? — As  well  as  my  recollection  serves  mo,  it  was  in  1851 
when  the  plan  for  the  new  building  was  laid  before  the  Board,  and  when  they  saw  on  that 
plan  a place  allocated  for  a chapel,  then  they  took  the  question  directly  into  their  con- 
sideration. That  is  my  impression. 

Henry  M Cormac,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7854.  What  appointment  do  you  h old  in  the  Belfast  District  Asylum  ?— Visiting  Physician. 

7855.  For  what  period  have  you  held  that  appointment  ? — About  seven  years, 

7856.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  a surgeon  who  discharges  the  duty  of  apothecary  ?_ 
There  is. 

7857-  Do  you  confine  your  attention  to  non-surgical  cases? — Mainly  so,  excoptin  case 
of  emergency,  in  which  1 consider  I am  competent  to  afford  any  assistance  that  may  be 
required. 

7858.  What  assistance  does  the  surgeon  give  you? — There  is  no  strict  line  of  demarcation 
with  respect  to  our  duties ; the  medical  man  in  attendance,  surgeon  or  physician,  acts 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  case.  Of  course  the  surgeon’s  treatment  mainly  refers 
to  surgical  cases,  but  as  many  of  the  cases  arc  of  a mixed  character  involving  both  medical 
and  surgical  treatment,  wo  co-operate  as  far  as  we  can. 

7859-  Do  you  both  attend  on  the  same  day  ? — He  attends  daily,  and  I attend  three  times 
a week. 

7860.  When  you  come  to  the  asylum  do  you  visit  each  of  the  wards,  or  do  you  receive 
any  list  directing  your  attention  to  particular  cases  ? — I go  round  and  see  the  nurses, 
the  wardmen,  and  the  wardwomen,  look  to  the  cases,  and  I receive  any  communication  that 
may  be  made  to  me. 

7861.  Do  you  visit  each  of  the  wards  on  the  occasion  of  each  visit  to  the  asylum? — Not 
always.  We  have  recently  got  hospitals  established  hero,  which  render  it  less  necessary 
for  me  to  visit  the  wards  generally. 

7862.  Do  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  visit  the  curable  cases  of  insanity  although  your  atten- 
tion should  not  be  particularly  called  to  them  ? — No. 

7863.  Then  unless  your  attention  was  particularly  called  to  them,  you  would  not  feel 
bound  to  visit,  on  each  occasion  of  your  coming  to  the  institution,  curable  cases  of  in- 
sanity ? — No ; but  occasionally  I have  consulted  with  Dr.  Stewart  on  violent  cases. 

7864.  Is  the  curative  or  moral  treatment  left  mainly  to  the  resident  physician? — Yes; 
but  I consider  myself  bound  to  offer  any  suggestion,  or  make  any  communication  to  Dr. 
Stewart  that  occurs  to  me,  with  respect  to  cases  either  at  the  time  I see  them  or  sub- 
sequently. 

7865.  Does  the  matron,  at  her  side  of  the  institution,  prepare  any  list  of  cases  for  you  to 
attend  ? — She  does  not  prepare  any  written  statement ; she  gives  me  a verbal  list. 

7S66.  Are  you  in  favour  of  dispensing  as  much  as  possible  with  mechanical  restraint  ? — 
Yes  I am ; however,  I am  personally  of  opinion,  that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  use  of 
mechanical  restraint  is  necessary  occasionally.  I think  it  is  sometimes  required,  but  it  is 
very  seldom  resorted  to  here. 

7867-  Are  you  satisfied  the  arrangements  are  sufficient  to  prevent  it  being  used  without 
proper  authority  ? — I think  they  are  as  good  here  as  in  any  other  asylum  I have  visited. 
I consider  that  the  treatment  in  the  asylum  might  possibly  be  improved  in  some  respects. 
I am  of  opinion  that  the  treatment  of  the  insane  is  progressive,  and  that  we  may  reasonably 
look  for- further  improvements. 

7868.  Do  you  consider  there  are  sufficient  means  at  your  disposal  for  the  curative  treat- 
ment of  the  patients  in  the  way  of  books  and  amusements  ? — I do  not. 

7869.  Have  these  deficiencies  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  ? — They  have 
occasionally  been  brought  before  them ; but  I consider  the  resources  in  those  respects  here 
are  equal  to  those  in  most  places.  In  asylums  contiguous  to  London  and  in  the  Scotch 
asylums  there  are  improvements  exceeding  what  we  have  here  for  such  purposes.  The 
Board  here  are  always  very  willing  to  accede  to  any  proposal  for  making  improvements- 
There  are  further  improvements  looming  in  the  distance,  which,  I hope  to  see  adopted 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere. 

7870.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  class  of  patients  in  the  asylum  is  such  that  they  would 
not  be  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  the  resource  of  reading  as  an  occupation : do  you  agree 
in  tha.t  statement  ? — It  is  the  case  to  a very  great  extent.  They  might  avail  themselves 
of  it  indirectly.  It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  inmates  of  asylums  are  not  so  much 
persons  who  became  insane  in  many  instances  as  persons  who  have  never  been  sane,  whose 
minds  have  never  been  developed,  but  have  remained  in  a condition  of  mental  desuetude  till 
some  circumstance  occurred  which  plunged  them  into  a state  of  insanity.  Their  minds  have 
been  in  a state  more  of  non-development  than  of  actual  insanity,  and  many  of  them  could 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  reading,  but  I dare  say  they  could  derive  advan- 
tage indirectly  from  the  instruction  of  others.  There  are  individuals  that  if  you  speak  to 
them  and  tell  them  something,  it  will  interest  them,  because  of  your  using,  in  making  the 
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communication  the  various  accents  of  the  human  voice,  while  if  the  same  persons  read  the 
same  thing  in  a book  it  would  not  make  any  impression  upon  them. 

7S7I.  Are  you  satisfied  that  sufficient  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  patients  in  the 
corridors  and  day  rooms  ? — I think,  the  cells  in  this  asylum  and  every  where  else  are  not 
sufficiently  large.  The  treatment  of  lunatics,  in  the  first  instance,  appeared  to  have  been 
formed  upon  a basis  of  their  being  something  criminal ; and  patients  were  therefore 
put  into  cells,  which,  I suppose,  was  suggested  by  the  treatment  of  criminals  or  prisoners, 
and  the  treatment  of  lunatics  has  always  approximated  to  that  of  criminals.  The  same 
principle  still  exists  in  the  cell  arrangement.  If  I were  permitted  to  plan  an  asylum,  I 
certainly  should  prepare  a plan  different  from  that  of  any  other  asylum  that  I have  ever 
seen.  The  objection  that  1 refer  to  does  not  attach  to  the  Belfast  Asylum  more  than  to 
any  other.  This  establishment  is  kept  singularly  clean,  in  fact,  as  clean  as  it  is  possible  for 
any  place  to  be  kept. 

7872.  Arc  you  satisfied  that  the  general  diet  of  the  inmates  is  sufficient?— I do  not 
think  they  get  sufficient.  It  has  been  improved  since  I came  here,  with  the  co-operation 
of  Dr.  Stewart,  and  the  kind  co-operation  also  of  the  Board.  When  I first  came,  flesh 
meat  was  allowed  only  one  day  in  the  week,  and  now  it  is  allowed  three  times  in  the  week. 

7873.  Flesh  meat,  from  which  the  soup  given  is  made? — Yes. 

7874.  You,  of  course,  have  the  power  of  putting  patients  on  hospital  diet  ?— Yes;  it  is 
a power  I frequently  exercise,  as  every  facility  is  afforded  mo  for  doing  so.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  objection  made.  The . only  difficulty  experienced  has  been  in  reference  to 
putting  the  establishment  generally  upon  a better  dietary.  People  in  general,  are  of 
opinion,  and  Boards  are  not  exempt  from  that  opinion,  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  make 
too  great  a contrast  between  the  dietary  in  this  asylum  and  the  dietary  the  patients  have 
had  before  being  admitted  as  lunatics,  coming  from  amongst  a very  poor  class,  whose  diet 
is  not  as  good  as  it  should  be. 

7875.  That  would  be  applying  a test  similar  to  that  of  the  workhouses  ? — Yes ; but  still, 
notwithstanding  this  opinion,  the  dietary  is  very  much  improved. 

7870.  Is  it  the  case  generally  that  lunatics  actually  require  a higher  scale  of  dietary  than 
sane  persons? — I think  they  do.  The  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  are  unwilling  to  consign 
their  lunatic  friends  or  relatives  to  an  asylum,  from  a prejudice  that  it  is  like  putting  them 
under  a criminal  restraint.  A person,  not  ablo  to  work  for  his  living,  is  thus  kept  by 
poor  people.  The  lunatics  very  often  labour  under  bodily  disease,  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  they  come  lioro  very  much  impaired,  and  it  is  obvious  that  persons  so  circumstanced 
require  a better  treatment  than  might  be  ordinarily  given  to  sane  persons. 

7877.  I presume  the  giving  of  insufficient  diet  to  a patient,  might  materially  impede  his 
cure?— Doubtless,  it  does  so.  It  prevents  him  talcing  exercise,  and  prevents  him  having 
that  sense  of  health  and  cheerfulness,  which  powerfully  co-operates  in  the  cure  of  insanity. 

7878.  Is  the  clothing  of  the  inmates,  in  your  opinion,  adequate? — The  clothing  is  better 
than  they  have  had.  It  is  not  always  adequate.  Some  patients  will  not  work,  and  are 
passive;  and  a person  that  is  porfectly  passive,  and  who  is  not  well  fed,  is  not  able  to  keep 
up  the  same  degree  of  animal  warmth  that  a person  can  who  is  working. 

7879.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  bedding  given  to  the  patients? — I do  not  think  the 
blanketing  is  quite  sufficient.  When  it  was  insufficient  I ordered  more.  The  patients 
have  not  as  much  bed  covering,  for  instance,  as  I myself  have. 

7880.  Do  you  consider  the  arrangements  for  the  warming  of  the  asylum  sufficient  ? — No, 
I do  not  think  they  are.  The  house  is  cut  up  in  a singular  way,  in  large  corridors,  which 
are  exceedingly  difficult  to  heat.  When  I came  hero  first  they  were  heated  by  a system 
of  steam  pressure.  Other  means  arc  now  being  resorted  to,  which  have  not  yet  come 
fully  into  operation,  and  I do  not  think  that  the  building  is  yet  properly  heated. 

7881.  What  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  airing  courts? — I think  it  desirable  to  have 
airing  courts  or  somethirig  of  the  kind. 

7882.  Do  you  approve  of  those  which  exist  here? — Yes,  I do,  having  regard  to  the  way 
the  building  is  constructed. 

7883.  Are  they  at  the  north-side  of  the  building? — Some  of  them  are.  I may  observe, 
that  the  first  thing  of  course,  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  is  to  get  those  who  will  work 
to  work  to  a reasonable  extent,  and  to  exert  themselves  generally.  If  there  were  greater 
means  of  amusement  and  means  generally  at  our  disposal  in  the  asylum  of  rousing  patients, 
a greater  effort  could  be  induced  on  their  part. 

7884.  Do  you  keep  a regular  case  book? — Occasionally  I note  private  cases  that  are 
interesting,  but  I do  not  keep  a case  book.  I do  not  enter  into  details  except  in  particu- 
lar cases. 

7885.  It  appears  from  a return  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  and  which  I 
believe  is  signed  by  you,  that  a very  considerable  proportion  of  the  inmates  are  incurable? 
—Yes,  a very  large  proportion.  I do  not  think  myself  any  cases  are  absolutely  incurable, 
except  where  disease  has  acted  on  the  brain.  I do  not  consider  any  case  of  insanity  in 
which  that  has  not  occurred  is  absolutely  incurable.  There  are  two  great  classes  of  opinion 
amongst  medical  men  on  the  subject:  one  class  looks  upon  insanity  as  a purely  material 
disease,  the  other  looks  upon  it  as  a mental  disease,  and  I am  one  of  those  who  look  upon 
it  as  a moral  disease;  but  cases  in  which  false  impressions  are  made  upon  the  sensorium  by 
bodily  disease  I consider  to  bo  exceptional. 

7886.  I presume  that  there  is  a tendency  to  an  increase  of  the  incurable  cases  in  the 
asylum? — Necessarily  so.  If  they  were  not  cut  off  by  death  the  asylum  would,  in  fact,  he 
exclusively  occupied  by  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  cases. 


Belfast. 

Belfast  District 
Asylum. 

Henry  M‘ Cor  mac. 
Esq.,  m.d. 

The  accommodation 
in  the  cells  and  day 
rooms. 


The  dietary. 


Do  lunatics  require  a 
higher  scale  of 
dietary  than  sane 
persons  ? 


The  clothing  of  the 
inmates. 


The  bedding. 


The  arrangements 
for  warming  the 
Asylum. 


The  airing  courts. 


Want  of  amuse- 
ments. 


No  ease  hook. 


Large  proportion  of 
inmates  incurable. 


Increase  of  incurable 
cases  in  the  Asylum. 
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Belfast. 

Belfast  District 
Asylum. 

Henry  M'Cormac, 
Esq.,  m.d. 
Separate  establish- 
ments for  the  curable 
and  incurable  cases. 
Improved  curative 
treatment. 


Location  of  hopeless 


Improved  classifica- 
tion. 


Importance  of  school 
instruction. 


The  question  of 
religious  ministra- 
tions; the  Privy 
Council  Regulations 
on  the  subject. 


Religious  differences. 


7887.  Looking  forward  to  the  probable  contingency  of  such  a state  of  things  arising 
have  you  ever  considered  what  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the  care  of  those  incurable 
cases? — It  has  often  occurred  to  me  personally,  and  I have  had  conversations  with  Dr. 
Stewart  upon  the  subject,  that  separate  asylums  would  bo  desirable,  and  that  a higher 
class  of  means  for  the  recovery  of  supposed  incurable  cases  might  be  resorted  to,  and  to  a 
greater  extent  than  is  now  possible. 

78S3.  Then  you  contemplate  an  establishment  which  would  not  alone  be  an  asylum  for 
those  probably  incurable  cases,  but  an  asylum  in  which  additional  means  should  bo  pro- 
vided for  still  attempting  their  cure? — Yes.  The  treatment  of  insanity,  like  the  treatment 
of  all  other  diseases,  is  progressive.  If  you  compare  tho  present  treatment  with  that  of 
fifty  years  ago,  you  will  see  that  there  is  an  immense  improvement;  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
believe,  that  fifty  years  hence  there  will  be  further  improvements,  which  will  he  progres- 
sive. There  are  many  things,  such  as  I have  just  alluded  to  in  reference  to  the  improved 
treatment  of  cases,  which,  I think,  might  bo  introduced  into  our  asylum. 

7889.  Supposing  it  were  determined  to  receive  those  cases  for  which  you  would  provide 
those  higher  means  of  cure  into  the  original  and  curative  asylum,  do  you  see  any  objection 
to  the  remaining  cases  of  probably  incurable  patients  being  placed  in  a distinct  and  separate 
establishment? — No,  I think  it  is  the  opinion  generally  of  medical  men,  that  if  a case  does 
not  exhibit  symptoms  of  amendment  in  six  months,  or  about  that  time,  it  then  passes  on 
to  a further  stage,  and  enters  amongst  chronic  cases.  Medical  men  generally  consider 
that  no  case  is  absolutely  incurable  unless  the  nervous  centres  are  alfected  with 
disease. 

7890.  With  respect  to  those  cases  in  which  you  would  consider  it  next  to  impossible  that 
any  recovery  could  take  place,  do  you  sec  any  objection  to  their  being  removed  to  an  establish- 
ment apart  from  the  curative  hospital? — I do  not;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  to  have 
separate  establishments  for  all  classes  of  lunatics,  unless  the  treatment  were  carried  out  on 
the  same  plan  pursued  at  Gheel,  and  some  people  think  it  a good  plan,  I do  not  see  how 
asylums  on  a large  scale  could  be  arranged  and  conducted.  With  respect  to  the  classifi- 
cation; if  it  were  practicable  to  have  smaller  asylums,  as  it  were,  established  within  a large 
general  establishment,  the  more  complete  the  classification  were  carried  out  the  better. 
Upon  this  point  I may  further  remark,  if  you  will  permit  me,  that  it  would  be  much  easier 
to  apply  and  carry  out  systems  of  treatment  for  insanity  if  the  patients  were  classed 
together  according  to  their  peculiar  mental  disease,  than  it  would  bo  where  patients 
differently  affected  were  all  mixed  together. 

7891.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  no  instruction  given  in  the  asylum : do  you  consider 
it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a school  established,  in  which  the  minds  of  the  patients  would 
be  occupied  by  instructing  them  ? — I certainly  do  think  that,  in  all  possible  and  practicable 
cases,  instruction  to  the  utmost  extent  that  patients  arc  able  to  bear  or  receive  is  desirable. 
Some  instruction  or  occupation  of  the  mind  lies  at  tho  bottom  of  tho  treatment  of  insanity, 
if  you  look  upou  insanity  as  1 do,  as  a vicious  association  of  ideas,  or  as  a case  of  non- 
developed  intellect,  which  two  conditions  of  mind,  sometimos  subsisting  together  and 
sometimes  existing  separately,  lie  very  much  at  the  root  of  all  insanity,  except  in  those  cases 
in  which  there  is  disease  of  tho  nervous  centres. 

7892.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  having  the  means  of 
religious  instruction  afforded  to  the  patients  ? — -I  think  it  depends  entirely  upon  the  kind 
of  religious  instruction. 

7893.  Religious  ministrations? — It  depends  entirely  upon  the  manner  in  which. they  are 
afforded.  In  some  cases  religious  ministration  hurts  and  excites  the  patient;  in  other 
cases,  I have  no  doubt,  it  would  be  found  beneficial. 

7894.  I believe  the  Privy  Council  regulations  with  reference  to  tho  appointment  of 
chaplains  provide  that  the  chaplains  shall  “ afford  religious  instruction  and  consolation  to 
all  patients,  except  such  as  shall  be  declared  by  the  physician  to  bo  unfit  and  incapable 
of  understanding  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  of  appreciating  the  effects  of  religion."  Do 
you  consider  that  limitation  sufficient  to  guard  against  religious  ministrations  or  instruc- 
tions being  improperly  applied? — -Hardly  ; and  I will  tell  you  why:  in  a place  of  this  kind 
persons  of  all  religious  denominations  are  received.  If  there  were  asylums  only  for 
Protestants  or  Roman  Catholics,  or  Presbyterians,  I think  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
the  limitation  you  speak  of  at  all ; but  where  persons  of  different  denominations  are  mixed 
together,  we  find,  in  practice,  that  religious  matters  are  apt  to  becomo  the  subject  of  conver- 
sation amongst  the  patients,  and  to  be  the  cause  of  excitement  amongst  individuals,  and 
likely  to  tend  to  mutual  bickerings  and  reproaches,  sucli  as  take  place  out  of  asylums. 

7895.  Do  you  think  the  evil  results  of  the  differences  which  unfortunately  arise  amongst 
religious  creeds  in  this  country  warrant  patients  whose  minds  are  affected  being  deprived 
of  all  religious  ministrations  in  public  asylums  ? — Unless  it  could  be  managed  differently 
from  any  thing  I have  witnessed.  Religious  ministration  in  the  way  it  has  been  performed 
here,  does  not  promote  the  patient’s  recovery:  I do  not  think  it  is  desirable. 

7896.  I presume  it  never  was  contemplated  that  religious  ministration  should  be  given 
indiscriminately,  by  a clergyman  of  one  sect  to  members  of  different  sects? — Decidedly  not 

7897.  Is  the  opinion  you  have  given  founded  upon  any  experience  of  the  effect  arising 
from  chaplains  being  attached  to  such  institutions? — I have  visited  a number  of  lunatic 
establishments,  and  in  this  asylum  also  I have  had  some  experience. 

7898.  There  have  been  no  chaplains  connected  with  this  asylum  during  the  time  you 
have  acted  here  as  physician,  except,  for  a limited  period? — That  is  the  case.  Ihey  offi- 
ciated here  for  a limited  time.  If  there  was  a classification  of  the  patients — if  there  was 
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an  asylum  for  each  of  the  several  separate  creeds,  and  if  a judicious,  enlightened,  intelligent,  Belfast. 

clever  clergyman,  were  to  visit  those  of  his  own  persuasion,  and  confine  his  ministrations  „ ..  . 

to  them,  the  effect  would  be  beneficial.  If  he  would  ascertain  the  particular  or  peculiar  * Asylum.  C 
craze  of  each  patient  ; sit  beside  him  and  speak  with  him,  and  take  whatever  course  he  Henry  M'Cormac, 
might  consider  requisite,  I think  he  might  possibly,  under  such  circumstances,  do  good  to  Esq.,  m.d. 
the  patient ; but  short  and  brief  ministrations  in  many  cases  appear  hurtful  by  the  excite-  Chaplains  under 
ment  they  occasion  in  individuals,  and  from  the  quarrels  and  bickerings  which  afterwards  gtance^wo^d  b*1’ 
take  place  between  the  patients  of  the  different  denominations.  Controversies  will  take  beMfitiaI.°  6 
place  between  them,  which  certainly  did  occur  in  this  asylum  during  the  period  that 
religious  ministrations  were  given  here. 

7899.  Then  your  doubt  is  founded  more  upon  an  apprehension  of  the  insufficient 
or  injudicious  discharge  of  their  duties  by  the  clergymen,  than  upon  the  fact  of  there 
being  chaplains  connected  with  the  institution  ? — If  we  conceive  that  the  mind  of  an  insane 
person  is  at  all  susceptible  of  moral  impressions,  and  if  we  conceive  also  that  religion  has 
any  good  in  itself,  of  course  we  must  believe  that  a judicious  exhibition  of  religious  con- 
solation might  be  beneficial. 

7900.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  a large  number  of  inmates  in  such  an  institution  as  Inmates  capable  of 
this,  who  would  be  capable  of  appreciating  religious  ministrations  ? — I do  not  see  why  they  aPPrecia,tmg  reU- 
should  not,  the  same  as  persons  out  of  doors.  I presume  that  the  Board  if  determined  to 

afford  it  to  them,  would  have  them  brought  to  their  several  places  of  worship. 

7901.  If  the  patients  are  as  capable  as  those  who  are  out  of  doors  of  benefiting  by  reli- 
gious ministrations,  do  you  see  any  reason  why  the  circumstance  of  their  being  unfortunately 
afflicted  with  temporary  bereavement  of  mind  on  some  point,  should  justify  or  warrant  their 
being  deprived  of  such  ministrations  ? — I recollect  an  instance  of  a woman  here  that  I could 
not  have  supposed  incapable  of  properly  appreciating  religious  ministrations.  She  talked 
reasonably ; but  one  morning  I went  to  see  her,  and  I found  her  on  her  elbows,  growling 
in  the  bed  over  a religious  formula,  in  a state  of  the  greatest  excitement,  and  in  a state 
unfavourablctorecovery.  If  the  patients  of  different  religions,  as  I said  before,  were  isolated 
or  separated  there  would  not  be  the  same  objection. 

7902.  Do  you  consider  that  the  evil  or  injurious  results  in  the  case  which  you  have  just  Should  such  persons 
mentioned,  would  justify  a large  number  of  people  being  deprived  of  the  probable  benefit 

of  religious  ministrations  ? — To  answer  that  question  I think  we  should  go  back  to  the  b 
beginning.  Regarding  this  asylum  as  established  for  the  purpose  of  curing  the  insane,  if 
we  find  that  during  the  brief  period  in  which  a patient  remains  in  a curable  state,  that  he 
gets  on  better  without  religious  ministration,  I think  it  may  be  concluded  that  it  would. be 
more  advantageous  to  dispense  with  it,  unless  as  I have  already  stated,  such  a classification 
could  be  established  as  to  me  does  not  seem  at  all  possible  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind. 

7903.  Do  you  think,  when  a man’s  mind  becomes  affected,  and  he  is  brought  into 
a curative  hospital,  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  attending  that 
religious  worship,  winch,  as  a good  member  of  society,  no  matter  what  creed  he  belonged 
to,  he  attended  out  of  doors  and  would  have  continued  to  attend  if  afforded  the  oppor- 
tunity?— We  cannot  tell  in  all  cases  whether  they  are  capable  of  benefiting  by  religious 
ministrations.  The  agencies  that  are  at  all  liable  to  produce  insanity  should  be  most 
cautiously  used  in  reference  to  the  insane. 

7904.  Are  there  not  a variety  of  other  matters  which  are  admittedly  beneficial  to  some 
insane  persons,  but  which  might  possibly  be  injurious  to  others,  or  might  even  lead  to 
insanity,  that  might  he  objected  to  on  the  same  ground  ? — No  doubt  of  it.  The  general 
attention  and  intercourse  of  x’clatives  or  friends,  which  is  so  desirable  in  the  ordinary  sane 
state,  is  carefully  avoided  in  asylums. 

7905.  Is  there  not  ample  means  afforded  by  the  regulations  of  the  Privy  .Council  for 
preventing  a clergyman  attending  a patient  when  his  attendance  would  be  injurious  to  such 
patient? — No  doubt;  but  a clergyman,  if  he  came  here  authorized  as  a chaplain,  might  or 
might  not  be  directed  by  the  medical  man. 

7906.  Are  you  aware,  that  at  Hauwell,  where,  I believe,  there  are  1,000  patients,  upwards  Religions  worship 
of  300  attend  religious  worship  ?— Yes : but  are  they  not  all  Protestants  ? I apprehend  they  at  i±anweu- 

are  persons  principally  of  one  persuasion.  I set  out  in  limine  by  stating  that.  I saw  no 
objection  to  having  religious  instruction  given  in  asylums,  if  the  different  religions  were 
separated.  I further  stated,  that  if  a person  be  in  a fit  state  for  religious  instruction,  fit  for 
social  converse  and  civil  duties,  he  is  fit,  then,  to  go  out.  . 

7907.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  believe  every  man  in  an  asylum  who  is  capable  ot 
benefiting  by  religious  instruction  should  be  permitted  to  go  at  large  ?— He  might  be  capa- 
ble of  being  benefited  by  religious  instruction,  without  being  in  a condition  to  go  at  large, 
for  his  cure  might  not  be  perfect. 

7908.  Supposing  that  those  300  patients  I have  referred  to  at  Hanwell  are  all  members 
of  the  Established  Church,  is  not  that  a reason  why  all  the  members  of  the  Established 
Church  in  this  asylum,  or  whatever  proportion  of  them  might  be  benefited  by  religious 
ministrations,  should  be  permitted  to  receive  it  ? — I apprehend  the  patients  at  Hanwell, 
which  I did  not  visit,  do  not  quarrel  about  religious  matters  as  they  do  here.  . . 

7909.  Then,  does  your  objection  mainly  rest  upon  the  quarrelsome  propensities  of  the 
Irish  people?— -I  think  the  religious  differences  which  exist  out  of  doors  amongst  the  Irish 
people  are  also  carried  on  within  doors ; moreover,  the  formula  of  religious  instruction  are 
not  altered  and  adapted  for  the  insane. 

7910.  I must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  none  of  the  asylums  are  the 
members  of  one  religion  present  at  the  religious  instruction  given  to  those  of  another  ? — 

I know  that,  but  they  are  mixed  up  together  after. 
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BELFA8T. 

Belfast  District 
Asylum. 

Henry  M'Cormac, 
Esq.,  h.d. 
Division,  of  duties 
between  the  Visiting 
Physician  and  the 
Resident  Physician. 


The  infirmary. 


Improved  treatment 
of  the  insane. 


7911.  Practically,  the  division  of  duties  between  Dr.  Stewart  and  you  appears  to  he  this, 

that  ho  has  very  much  the  charge  of  the  mere  insane  patients,  and  that  you  have  very  much 
the  charge  of  the  several  patients  who  arc  side  ? — So  I understand  ; but  at  the  same  time 
I consider  myself  called  upon  to  offer  any  suggestion  that  lies  in  my  power,  as  Dr.  Stewart 
also  does  by  me.  „ 0 _ 

7912.  Practically,  does  that  division  work  well/ — Yes. 

7913.  Is  there  any  official  record  or  report  book  kept,  in  which  it  is  the  duty  of  each 

attendant,  or  ward-master,  to  insert  the  names  of  the  patients  confined  to  bed,  or  ill,  so 
that  your  attention  may  be  called  to  visit  them  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  book 
for  the  purpose.  . 

7914.  Then  your  attention  being  called  to  the  patients  who  happen  to  be  sick  or  con- 
fined to  bed,  depends  more  upon  the  chance  of  a verbal  communication? — I do  not  consider 
that  it  is  a matter  of  chance ; it  is  a matter  approximating  to  certainty : there  is,  of  course, 
a possibility  of  an  omission. 

7915.  Are  you  sure  the  omission  might  not  occur? — I cannot  be  certain. 

7916.  Do  you  think  the  keeping  of  a book  of  that  kind  would  insure  better  attention 

being  given  to  the  patients  ? — I do  think  the  suggestion  appears  to  bo  a very  good  working 
suggestion.  , . , . 

7917.  Previous  to  the  visit  of  the  Commissioners  in  November  last,  there  was  no  portion 

of  the  building  appropriated  exclusively  as  an  infirmary ; since  that  time  a portion  has  been 
so  appropriated:  now,  from  your  experience  before  and  since  that  arrangement,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  an  infirmary  specially  used  as  such  would  be  a desirable  adjunct  to  an  insti- 
tution of  this  kind?— Well,  I think  it  would,  provided  it  had.  all  the  adjuncts  or  requisites 
that  an  infirmary  should  be  supplied  with,  baths,  and  the  various  other  means  of  promoting 
the  comfort,  the  well-being,  and  the  recovery  of  the  sick.  . 

7918.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners  respecting  the  subject  of 
their  inquiry  ?— Nothing  further  than  that  I should  wish  this  asylum  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  co-operate  in  the  general  effort  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  insane,  and  show 
an  example  in  adopting  measures  of  improvement  suggested  elsewhere,  and  m carrying  out 
whatever  should  be  suggested  amongst  ourselves,  and  which  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
inmates.  I think  the  moral  treatment  of  the  insane,  keeping  in  view  amusements  and  in- 
struction, and  even  subordinate  to  that,  acting. upon  their  minds  through  the  medium  of 
their  palate,  and  their  prepossessions ; that  treatment,  I think,  might  be  carried  to  a greater 
extent  in  all  asylums,  and,  I should  hope,  to  a greater  extent  in  this  Asylum. 


Lord  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor  and 
Dromore. 

General  question  of 
the  appointment  of 
Chaplains  to 
Asylums. 


The  Lord  Bisliop  of  Down  and  Connor  and  Dromore,  sworn  and  examined. 

7919.  You  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  this  Asylum? — lam.  . . 

7920.  Is  there  any  matter  to  which  you  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners, 
in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  their  inquiry  ? — I only  wish  to  record  my  opinion  of  the  pro- 
priety, and,  I think,  the  advantage  of  having  regularly  appointed  chaplains  for  the  different 
denominations  who  are  usually  in  this  house.  I do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Commissioners,  by  any  lengthened  statements,  but  simply  to  record  very  briefly  what  took 
place  in  reference  to  the  subject.  It  came  before  the  Board  in  1851,  as  Dr.  Stewart  has 
stated,  when  the  plans  of  the  new  building  wero  under  consideration,  and  when  a chapel 
appeared  to  be  included.  I then  stated  my  opinion  by  letter,  not  being  able  to  attend,  and 
a discussion  took  place.  Subsequently,  feeling  that  there  was  a very  strong  opinion  as  to 
the  disadvantage  of  chaplains  in  general  institutions,  where  there  was  a mixed  .community, 
I felt  reluctant  in  giving  a decided  opinion,  without  taking  some  pains  to  get  myself  better 
informed  on  the  matter,  and  I thought  the  most  advisable  way  of  doing  so  would  be  by 
. writing  to  the  different  asylums,  where  chaplains  had  been  appointed,  and  had  been  offi- 
ciating, as  I considered  what  had  occurred  in  those  institutions,  would  be  far  better  than 
the  mere  speculations  of  individuals.  In  1851  I wrote  a circular  letter  to  the  residen 
physicians  of  the  various  asylums  in  Ireland.  The  letter  I think  did  not  prejudice  t e 
case — it  simply  asked,  what  was  the  effect  of  the  ministrations  of  the  chaplains  upon  the 
inmates.  The  following  is  the  letter : — 

“Palace,  Holywood,  Nov.  11, 1851. 

“ Sir, — As  there  exists  an  apprehension  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  Governors  of  the  Belfast  is 
trict  Lunatic  Asylum  as  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  lest  the  ministrations  of  clergymen  o 
rent  religious  persuasions  should  have  the  effect  of  disturbing  the  minds  of  the  lunatic  patients,  an 
perhaps  lead  to  angry  arguments  among  them,  I am  most  desirous  to  learn  from  you  whether 
services  of  the  different  chaplains  have  had  this  tendency  in  your  Asylum ; or  whether  afterwar 
patients  have  adverted  to  the  fact  of  attending  divine  service  at  different  hours,  and  from  tua  m 
any  remarks  calculated  to  cause  disagreement  among  their  fellow-patients,  or  to  produce  exoi  eme^ 
in  themselves  ? I would  also  be  glad  to  learn  your  experience  of  the  effect  produced  by  reU£ 
services  among  the  convalescent,  at  the  time  of  service,  and  how  far  such  impressions,  if  any,  are  p 
manent.  I beg  to  offer  mv  apology  for  thus  trespassing  on  your  time, — I am,  &c., 

3 * 3 (Signed)  “ Robert  Down  and  Comm*. 


Testimony  on  the 
subject  from  the 
Managers  of  various 
-Asylums. 


The  following  are  the  replies  I have  received,  which  I will  read  for  the  Commissioners : 

“ District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Waterford,  24th ^r°y'>385^" 

“ I have  not  observed  any  bad  consequences  from  the  introduction  of  chaplains,  nor  has  t er 
any  greater  tendency  to  quarrel  on  religions  subjects  amongst  the  patients  than  before  their  appo 
ment.  I think  ths  observance  of  the  ScdAatiibyarvligioit#  service  has  a tranquillizing  effect  on  n , 
as  well  as  sane  people.  , 

r r “John  Dobbs. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


339 


“Asylum,  Maryborough,  Nor.  27,  1851.  Belfast. 

“ I do  not  consider  the  minds  of  patients  to  have  been  at  all  disturbed  by  the  ministrations  of  clergy-  

men  of  different  persuasions,  or  that  it  has  ever  led  to  angry  arguments  among  them,  or  that  they  Belfast  District 
have  ever  reverted  to  the  fact  of  attending  divine  service  at  separate  hours.  My  experience  has  been  Asylum. 
that  the  effect  produced  by  religious  services  has  been  salutary,  especially  while  the  patients  have  a”1 

been  engaged  therein.  It  is  not  the  practice  in  this  Asylum  to  compel  any  patients  to  be  px-esent  at  DromiKe.3^ 
the  hours  of  prayer,  but  there  is  very  great  anxiety  on  their  own  part  generally  to  be  permitted  to 
attend,  and  the  conduct  of  the  most  refractory,  with  a few  exceptions,  is  quiet,  orderly,  and  free  from 
excitement. 

“ Thomas  C.  Burton,  m.d.” 

“ Limerick  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

“I  have  not  found  the  ministrations  of  the  chaplains  to  this  institution  disturb  the  minds  of  the 
patients  in  any  degree  whatever,  nor  have  I,  in  any  one  instance,  heard  of  their  having  angry  dis- 
cussions on  religious  subjects. 

“ Robert  Fitzgerald,  m.d.” 

“Hospital,  for  the  Insane,  Carlow,  15th  Nov.  1851. 

“ I beg  to  say  that  I have  never  found  any  ill  effect  to  arise  from  the  services  of  the  clergymen 
attached  to  this  Asylum ; but,  on  the  contrary,  I have  repeatedly  observed  the  most  salutary  effects 
on  the  patients  to  result  from  their  being  allowed  to  attend  divine  service,  and  converse  with  the 
clergyman.  On  the  whole,  and  from  an  experience  now  of  several  years,  I am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  tiie  system  is  good  and  tranquillizing.  I have  never  found  it  to  produce  bickering,  ill-will,  or 
even  argument  amongst  the  patients.  I have  repeatedly  observed  that  they  looked  forward  with 
pleasure  to  the  chaplain’s  visitations,  and  I have  known  many  insane  persons  (insane  on  other  points), 
as  sincerely  and  rationally  religious  as  any  I have  ever  met  with. 

“ M.  E.  White,  Resident  Physician.” 


“Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  14th  Nov.,  1851. 

“Respecting  the  effect  religious  worship  has  on  the  patients  in  the  Asylum,  in  reply, I beg  to  state 
that  it  has  been  most  beneficial  in  many  respects.  There  never  has  been  any  unpleasantness  caused 
by  Divine  worship  being  performed  here,  but  many  it  gives  much  comfort  to,  they  being  insane  on  other 
points,  not  on  religion.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  physician  that  it  would  have  bad  effects  before  it 
was  tried,  but  lie  has  changed  his  opinion  on  seeing  the  good  effect  it  has  produced. 

“ D.  Oluff,  Manager.” 

“District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Ballinasloe,  22nd  November,  1851. 

“There  is  little  likelihood  of  angry  arguments  or  dissensions  on  religious  subjects,  and  they  have 
rarely  occurred  since  the  appointment  of  the  two  chaplains  here  ; nor  have  they  reverted  to  the  fact 
of  attending  divine  service  at  separate  hours.  It  generally  gratifies  them  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
attending  to  their  religious  worship. 

“ John  B.  M'Kiernan,  Manager.” 


“ Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. 

“In  reference  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  of  different  religious  persuasions  disturbing  the 
minds  of  the  convalescent  patients,  and,  perhaps,  leading  to  angry  arguments  among  them,  I beg  to 
state  that  such  very  soldom  occurs ; there  is  a selection  made  of  the  cases  that  are  capable  of  receiving 
religious  instruction,  and  wo  find  that  it  is  attended  with  the  best  effects,  and  a means,  in  the  hands 
of  the  officers  of  the  institution  of  having  a moral  control  over  the  minds  of  the  inmates ; as  with- 
holding the  privilege  of  attending  Divine  service,  for  any  fault  committed,  and  giving  them  leave, 
under  a promise  of  amendment,  has  very  often  proved  to  be  most  salutary.  The  service  of  the 
chaplains  has  had  no  bad  tendency  on  the  minds  of  the  patients,  nor,  in  scarcely  any  instance,  have 
the  patients  reverted  to  the  fact  of  attending  Divine  service  at  separate  hours.  We  were  the  first  to 
establish  Divine  service  in  a lunatic  asylum  in  this  Country,  and  I may  say  with  perfect  truth,  that 
we  have  found  the  patients,  generally  speaking,  desirous  of  attending  both  church  and  chapel. 

“Samuel  Wrigley,  Manager.” 


“Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  November  22,  1851. 

“I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  the  ministrations  of  clergymen  of  different  religious  persuasions 
have  not  the  effect  of  disturbing  the  minds  of  the  patients  in  this  asylum,  or  causing  the  least  argument 
among  them,  either  as  to  the  services  of  the  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic  chaplains,  or  the  difference 
of  time  of  the  performance  of  Divine  worship  ; and  have  no  doubt  that  such  religious  observance  has 
the  effect  of  tranquillizing  the  minds  of  pome  of  the  patients ; and  not  a few  of  whom,  whose  character, 
before  admission  into  the  asylum,  could  not  bear  the  test  of  morality , were  discharged  cured,  with  every 
prospect  of  pursuing  a better  course  of  life  in  future. 

“B.  O’Neill,  Manager. 

“District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Clonmel,  November  24,  1851. 

. “ No  chaplains  ever  existed  in  this  asylum,  and  I am,  therefore,  unable  to  give  your  Lordship  the 
information  required. 

“ James  Flynn,  m.d.” 

I have  now  simply  to  state  that  these  letters  so  received  by  me  in  reply,  were  embodied  in  Memorials  to  Lords 
memorials  to  the  Earls  of  Clarendon,  St.  Germans,  and  Eglinton,  all  of  whom  sanctioned  the  Lieutenant, 
.appointment  of  Chaplains.  The  Earl  of  Carlisle  felt,  and  very  properly  felt,  that  as  the  case 
was  under  the  consideration  of  a legal  tribunal,  it  then  having  been  brought  before  the  law 
courts,  it  would  not  be  proper  of  him  to  give  any  ex  officio  opinion  upon  it.  A memorial, 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Belfast. 


Belfast  District 
Asylum. 


Lord  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor  and 
Dromore. 


Advantage  of  giving 
school  instruction  in 
the  Asylum. 


of  which  I am  about  to  read  the  concluding  lines,  was  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
It  received  the  signature  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Established  Church,  the  Bishop  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  Vicar  of  Belfast,  and  other  clergymen,  including  the 
Presbyterian  clergymen.  This  is  from  the  memorial,  “ As  the  above  extracts  must  remove 
all  apprehension  as  to  the  services  of  chaplains  being  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  inmates, 
or  likely  to  cause  unpleasant  disagreements,  we,  the  undersigned  Governors,  beg  your 
Excellency  to  carry  out  a measure  which,  after  most  careful  consideration,  was  approved  of 
by  your  Excellency’s  predecessors,  especially  as  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  circumstances  of 
Belfast  furnish  any  peculiar  grounds  of  alarm ; and  we  do  not  find,  either  in  the  prison  or 
the  union  workhouse,  that  the  service  of  the  chaplains  of  different  denominations  have  pro- 
duced the  slightest  discord  or  religious  animosity.”  I found  that  I was  fortified  in  my 
opinion  by  the  communications  I received  or.  the  subject;  and  though  I should  have  wished, 
if  I could,  to  have  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Governors,  for  all  of 
whom  I entertain  the  utmost  personal  respect,  and  to  whose  judgment  I would  like  to  pay 
the  utmost  deference,  yet  being  so  fortified,  1 felt  I could  not  forego  my  conscientious  con- 
victions. I liave  no  further  statement  to  make  with  reference  to  the  chaplaincy  question. 

7921.  Is  there  any  other  point  upon  which  you  -would  wish  to  make  a statement? — There 
is  no  other  point,  but  that  with  reference  to  the  school,  I wish  to  statu  my  decided  opinion, 
that  every  asylum  for  the  insane  should  have  a school,  perhaps  of  an  elementary  character; 
and  I state  this  with  great  confidence  after  the  evidence  of  Dr.  M‘Cormac  as  to  the  salutary 
effect  such  school  would  produce  upon  the  inmates.  Dr.  Stewart  stated,  if  I recollect 
rightly,  when  you  asked  him  as  to  books,  that  the  patients  were  not  capable  of  appreciating 
books,  as  the  patients  who  usually  came  into  the  asylum  were  of  an  illiterate  character;  and 
when  I recommend  schools,  I speak  of  schools  conveying  secular  and  elementary  instruction, 
and  I do  not  mean  schools  conducted  by  the  warders  or  usual  officers  of  the  institution,  but 
by  properly  and  duly  selected  schoolmasters,  capable  of  exercising  such  an  important  func- 
tion as  that  of  schoolmaster  to  the  insane.  I have  been  myself  aware  of  parties  who,  though 
insane,  were  capable  of  going  through  extraordinary  calculations ; and  bad  those  persons  been 
instructed  in  the  higher  branches  of  science,  they  would  not  only  have  taken  an  interest  in 
them,  but  the  study  might  have  led  to  some  sanitary  effect.  I wish  to  record  my  opinion 
of  the  importance  of  having  schools  in  institutions  of  this  description. 


Richard  B.  B. 
Houston,  Esq,.,  J.P., 
X>.L. 


Appointment  of 
Governors — the  sys- 
tem of  representation 
on  the  Boards. 


Inspectors  as 
Governors. 


Consideration  by 
Grand  Juries  of 
plans  for  new 
Asylum  buildings. 


Veto  of  central 
authority. 

The  chargeability  of 
the  inmates. 


Richard  B.  B.  Houston,  Esq.,  J.r.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined. 

7922.  Have  you  been  for  many  years  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — Since  the  year  1842. 

7923. 1 believe  the  attendance  of  Governors  at  this  asylum,  generally,  is  very  good? — 
Very  good. 

7924.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed?— 
I do  not  approve  of  the  present  system. 

7925.  What  improvement  would  you  suggest? — That  the  Grand  Jury  should  have  a good, 

deal  to  say  to  it.  ...  , 

7926. 1 understand  it  to  be  your  desire,  therefore,  that  the  system  of  representation  should 
he  carried  out  more  fully? — I think  so. 

7927.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
being  members  of  tlic  Board  of  Governors  ? — I have  never  seen  them  take  any  part,  except 
so  far  as  voting  is  concerned ; nor  do  I think  they  often  exercise  that  authority  which  is 
vested  in  them ; and  I do  not  think  it  would  have  been  judicious  of  them  to  do  so.  We 
agree  pretty  well,  except  upon  the  one  subject,  which  the  bishop  has  alluded  to. 

7928.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  under  which  the  erection  of  new  asylums, 

or  of  additional  buildings,  is  at  present  regulated? — No ; I think  all  the  plans  for  building 
should  he  submitted  to  the  Grand  Juries,  who  are  the  parties  to  provide  the  money,  at  least 
they  represent  the  people,  from  whom  the  money  comes,  hut  the  Grand  Juries  might  pos- 
sibly not  agree.  . , 

7929.  Supposing  the  Grand  Juries  to  be  represented  on  this  Board,  or  rather  tins  Boar 

to  consist  of  the  nominees  of  the  Grand  Juries,  would  not  that  obviate  any  difficulty  tna 
might  arise  from  the  Grand  Juries  of  Down  and  Antrim  not  agreeing? — That  wou 
remove  the  difficulty,  a difference  would  not  he  likely  to  arise.  1 do  not  see  any  Person 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Antrim  at  present  here  on  the  list  of  Governors.  Of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Down,  to  which  county  I belong,  there  are  four  or  five  on  the 
Board  of  Governors.  _ f , . 

7930.  Do  you  consider  the  final  approval  of  any  plans  for  building  might  be  left  to  a 

superior  authority  in  Dublin  ? — I think  they  should  have  the  veto.  _ . 

7931.  With  reference  to  the  chargeability  of  the  inmates,  are  you  satisfied  with  the  Pres®P 

arrangements  as  they  are  charged  upon  the  counties  ? — If  they  are  to  be  charged  upon 
counties,  I am  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangement.  I would  rather  they  were  not  charg 
upon  the  comities.  _ , 

7932.  What  arrangement  would  you  consider  preferable? — I would  like  it  better  to 

them  charged  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund.  . , 

7933.  Supposing  the  county  to  hear  the  burden,  would  you  prefer  having  it  charged  up  ^ 

the  poor  rate  or  upon  the  county  rate  ? — Perhaps  the  charging  it  upon  the  poor 
would  make  it  lighter  upon  the  people’s  shoulders,  inasmuch  as  it  is  more  extensive  y f ,g 
Under  the  Grand  Jury  calculation,  houses  valued  at  or  under  £5,  according  to  «r  ^ 
valuation,  are  exempt.  Under  the  Poor  Law  system  every  house,  if  only  valued  at  •> 
liable  to  pay.  , on 

7934.  Do  you  consider  that  the  maintenance  of  a destitute  lunatic  should  be  charge  p 
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an  electoral  division,  which  can  in  no  way  be  responsible  for  his  affliction,  rather  than  upon  Belfast. 
a union  at  large  ? — No,  I should  say  he  should  be  charged  upon  the  union  at  large.  If  the  Belfast  District 
charge  was  placed  upon  electoral  divisions  it  would  press  extremely  heavy  upon  the  towns.  Asylum. 

7935.  In  the  event  of  the  maintenance  of  pauper  lunatics  being  charged  upon  the  poor  Richard  B.  B. 

rate,  would  you  consider  that  the  Guardians  should  be  represented  on  this  Board?— I think  Houston,  Esq.,  j.p., 
not'  I think  they  would  have  confidence  in  the  parties  appointed  by  the  Grand  Juries. 

7936.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  repayment  of  money  being  made  by  the 

unions,  supposing  the  charge  to  be  placed  upon  them  and  not  upon  the  counties? — No,  I 
do  not’see  any  difficulty.  “ . , . , , . . 

7937.  You  are  aware  of  the  summary  manner  m which  money  may  be  recovered  by  im- 
perative presentment  from  the  Grand  Juries?— Yes;  the  other  process  is  rather  more  tedious. 

1 7938.  You  arc  aware  that  when,  under  other  circumstances,  money  had  to  be  provided 
for  a common  purpose,  from  the  Unions,  very  stringent  provisions  were  made,  just  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Rate-in- Aid?— Yes;  I wish  to  say,  that  on  the  whole  I would  prefer  to  have 
the  money  raised  under  the  Grand  Juries,  for  it  is  raised  with  great  facility  by  them.  I 
would  prefer  to  let  the  present  arrangement  stand,  except  so  far  as  the  houses  valued  at  and 

UD7939£  Would  you  limit  the  Board  merely  to  those  individuals  who  would  be  selected  by  gPP^tment 
the  Grand  Juries,  or  would  you  allow  the  Executive  still  to  naine  some  fixed  proportion.  Executive— Gover- 

Decidedly.  I wish  to  observe  that  I think  there  are  several  parties  on  the  list  of  Governors  n0rs  for  the  time 
of  this  asylum,  such  as  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Down,  who  should  be  ex  officio  Governors,  and  being, 
who  when  removed  from  the  position  by  right  of  which  they  were  placed  on  the  list,  should 
cease  to  be  members  of  the  Board.  That,  in  fact,  they  should  be  only  members  for  the  time 

bei7940.  You  have  enjoyed  in  this  asylum  the  benefit  of  having  as  resident  manager  for  some  Profe^bnal 
years  a professional  person? — Yes.  ,,  A , . , ,, 

7941.  Are  you  satisfied  with  that  as  an  advantageous  arrangement? — Most  decidedly. 

7942.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Superannuation  Act,  which  passed  last  year,  lias  not  The  Superannuation- 
been,  in  some  of  its  provisions,  so  liberal  as  to  induce  parties  to  seek  the  benefit  of  it:  do 

you  consider  it  makes  fair  or  unfair  provision?— I think  the  scale  is  too  low.  The  officials 

in  this  asylum  have  very  onerous  duties  to  perform.  ^ , .. 

7943.  it  has  been  stated  tliat  in  the  erection  and  fitting  up  of  the  several  buildings,  not  .. 

only  is  the  construction  of  the  work  entirely  conducted  by  the  executive  officeis  or  tne  without  reference  to 
Government,  but  that  the  fittings  and  other  requisites  are  supplied  by  them  without  any  the  Board, 
reference  whatever  to  the  Board?— That  has  been  done  here. 

7944.  Is  that  arrangement  one  that  is  distasteful  to  the  Board? — 1 think  it  is  a very  bad 

arrangement.  I tliink  tlic  Board  should  have  been  consulted  more  than  they  were  upon 
the  subject.,  and  they  could  have  given  local  information.  . 

7945.  You  have  probably  heard  the  evidence,  stating  that  a very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  inmates  of  this  institution  are  considered  to  be  probably  incurable,  a proportion 
amounting  to  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number:  have  you  ever,  as  a Governor, 
turned  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  what  would  be  the  most  advisable  arrangement 

to  make  in  the  event  of'  further  accommodation  being  required  in  this  district . _ I think  it  for  incurable  cases, 
would  be  desirable  to  have  the  curable  and  incurable  separated  and  located  in  distinct 
establishments.  As  I have  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  here  foi  sixteen  years, 

I would  say,  with  regard  to  idiots,  it  would  he  very  desirable  to  remove  them  out  of  the 
workhouse.;  There  is  no  proper  place  for  them  m the  workhouse;  you  cannot  classify 
them  there,  and  if  the  workhouse  could  he  relieved  of  that  class,  it  would  he  the  gieatest 
blessing  to  the  establishment,  as  well  as  to  the  idiots  themselves.  , v 

7946. 1 believe  in  the  workhouse  it  is  the  practice  to  employ  other  paupers  to  take  chaige 

^ 7W.  A^c chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  yon  would  desire  to  see  some  other  place 
provided  for  them  ? — Decidedly.  , , • j 

7948.  X presume  yon  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  so  far  as  curative  treatment  “ concerned, 

a workhouse  does  not  afford  any  opportunity  for  that  treatment  being  earned  out;  and  that, 
probably,  the  contrary  is  the  cid-Yes;  the  contrary  is  the  cape.  1 ■ worl thoue . mmly 
for  the  reception  of  persons  in  a state  of  destitution,  and  to  provide  01  . , , • 

7949.  Do  you  consider  that  if  e separate  establishment  was  provided  for  quiet,  h«md«£* 
curable  casesf  suel.  as  Dr.  Stewart  referred  to,  that  it  could  be  conducted  on  ™^oonom^l 
scale  than  the  ordinary  asylum?-!  should  say  so.  I take  it  for  granted  qmetpoople  would 

not  require  so  much  looking  after.  A smaller  staff  would  suffice,  I presu  . , . Locsle  of  a6eparate 

7950.  Do  you  think  it  desirable  that  such  an  institution  should  y establishment  for 

parent  asylum?— It  might  he  in  the  vicinity,  but  perhaps  not  within  the  walls,  so  that  part  taaa^ 

of  the  medical  staff  could  be  employed  in  both  places.  . , . t j • a 

7951.  Do  you  think  that  any  particular  advantage  would  arise  from  Jtterng 

remote  part  of  the  country  where  land  could  be  had  cheap,  and  where  the  mmtescoiddhe 
employed?— I think  it  would  be  decidedly  more  economical,  and  that  mole  good  would 

”at7952  7 In  t£t  case  the  services  of  the  officers  of  the  parent  institution  would  not  he 
able?— No;  I am  favourable  to  a junction  or  amalgamation  of  several  districts,  connexion 

W 79 5 3.° On^he  mher^ hand,  is  it  likely  that  any  large  proportion  of  this  class  would  he  capable 
of  being  employed  ?_-That  is  a question  more  for  Dr.  Stewart  than  tor  me. 

7954.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains 
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to  this  institution.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  chaplains  who  are  appointed  are  not  practic  11 
acting  at  present  ? — It  is.  A 

7955.  Am  I correct  in  assuming  from  what  has  appeared  in  the  public  prints  that  the  la 
has  not  sanctioned  the  payment  of  the  salaries  to  the  chaplains  ? — That  is  the  case. 

7956.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  bavin <v  such  officers 
attached  to  an  institution  of  this  kind?— As  there  are  three  chaplains,  it  is  undesirable  I 
England  where  there  is  only  one  chaplain  to  an  asylum,  it  is  desirable.  I have  visited  a'eood 
number  of  English  asylums,  and  where  there  was  only  one  chaplain  there  was  a very  good 

7957.  Supposing  an  asylum  to  contain  inmates  of  various  religious  persuasions,  would  von 

consider  it  a satisfactory  arrangement  to  have  one  chaplain  appointed  for  all? I do  not 

suppose  it  would  be  a satisfactory  arrangement  unless  there  was  a large  majority  of  the 
inmates  of  one  religion,  as  in  England.  J 

7958.  Would  you  consider  it  a satisfactory  arrangement  by  which  those  who  profess  one 
religion  should  be  bound  to  attend  the  service  of  another  ? — I do  not  suppose  it  would  be  a 
satisfactory  arrangement.  I never  heard  the  question  arise  in  England. 

7959.  Being  a question  that  would  probably  arise  here,  it  becomes  a question  for  practical 
consideration? — Yes.  In  England  the  majority  are  of  one  way  of  thinking,  and  if  there  is 
a grievance,  it  is  not  much  felt.  In  this  country  it  would  be  a very  different  thing. 

7960.  Taking  the  question  abstractedly,  is  it  your  opinion,  advantage  would  be  derived  by 
the  inmates  from  the  ministrations  of  a chaplain,  supposing  them  to  he  all  of  one  persuasion?-— 
Advantage  would  he  derived  more  by  individual  attention  than  by  calling  the  inmates 
together  collectively. 

7961.  Being,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  advantage  in  the  ministrations  of  chaplains 
do  you  consider  that  the  difficulties  which  present  themselves  in  this  mixed  community,  in 
reference  to  the  providing  of  chaplains  for  all  persuasions,  are  sufficient  to  deter  the  Board 
from  giving  the  advantage  to  any  ? — I consider  they  are  sufficient. 

7962.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  apprehend  the  ministrations  of  a clergyman  to  the 
members  of  his  own  church,  naturally  lead  them  to  discuss  polemical  questions  with  those  of 
a different  church? — Yes;  I think  that  is  to  he  apprehended. 

7963.  Have  you  found,  practically,  that  has  been  the  consequence  of  the  attendance  at 

church?— I have  not  practically  seen  it;  hut  Dr.  Stewart  mentioned  at  the  Board  that  such 
had  been  the  result,  and  that  he  found  them  more  difficult  to  manage  on  a Monday  than  any 
other  day.  J 

^964.  Supposing  they  were  more  difficult  to  manage  upon  a Monday,  do  you  consider  that 
the  difficulty  necessarily  followed  from  the  ministrations  of  the  chaplains  on  the  previous 
Sunday  might  it  not  equally  follow  from  Sunday  being  a day  of  rest? — I do  not  believe  it 
was  the  case  before  the  chaplains  came  here. 

7965.  Were  any  reports  made  to  the  Board  to  the  effect  that  you  now  state  ? — T think 
there  have  been  reports — verbal,  not  written. 

7966.  On  the  part  of  the  Manager? — Yes.  We  would  naturally  ask  how  the  inmates 
were  going  on,  and  that  led  to  it.  The  statement  was  not  volunteered  on  the  part  of  Dr. 

anfous  t0  asc.Gr.tiliu  how  the  arrangement  worked,  and  asked  the  question. 

/Jo 7.  Considering  that  the  religious  ministrations  take  place  on  Sunday,  can  you  account 
xoi  the  effect  you  have  described  not  being  more  immediate,  and  their  not  quarrelling  more 
on  a Sunday  than  on  a Monday  ? — I suppose  it  is  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  day  the 
au.c^  tbat  Stewart  may  not  see  them  or  observe  till  the  next  morning. 

vofto  -n  service  ot  some  churches  is  in  the  morning?— Yes. 

9 9.  Do  you  know  what  the  arrangements  are  wiui  reference  to  the  attendance  of  the 
house  servants  upon  religious  worship  ?— There  was  an  arrangement  made  many  years  ago 
by  the  late  Bishop  of  Down,  Dr.  Mant,  which  was  in  operation  for  a considerable  time,  until 
a tew  years  before  the  chaplains  were  appointed. 

7970.  Do  you  remember  when  the  chaplaincy  question  first  arose  here? — It  arose  in  1851, 
when  the  plans  for  the  new  building  wore  produced,  and  it  was  observed  that  a chapel  was 
in707i  mi/  was  asked : What  is  this  for?  That  was  the  way  attention  was  drawn  to  it. 

1ue  .on  °*  t‘ie  attendance  of  clergymen  in  the  institution  had,  however, 
°C  7*070  a 8 attentl0U  *he  Board  some  years  previously  ? — Yes 

7972.  Are  you  aware  whether  patients  have  been  sent  out  to  prayers  in  Belfast?— They 

7073?/^  °\lt‘  1 know  the-v  have  g°ne  out  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Governors. 

a y;  attendance  upon  religious  worship  and  the  ministrations  of  clergymen  are  the 
cause  ot  disturbance,  how  came  it  that  the.  Governors  sanctioned  the  inmates  being  sent  out 
to  places  ot  worship  ?— The  persons  sent  out  must  have  been  in  a better  mental  condition 
tnan  those  who  remained  in  the  asylum. 

7974  When  there  are  persons  in  a better  mental  state  than  others,  do  the  Board  allow  of 
their  being  sent  out  to  attend  religious  worship  ?— They  were  allowed  to  go  out  then.  I do 
W°7<^°\r  etker  or  not.they  310  allowed  now  to  go  out. 

975.  Were  not  the  patients  who  were  allowed  to  go  out  and  receive  religious  ministrations 
as  likely,  when  they  ca.me  back,  to  create  a disturbance  in  the  asylum,  as  if  they  received 

^7cannltraj*0ns  ,m  tke  house? — There  would  not  be  so  many  collected  together. 

7Q77  n dlS  i ance  70uld  be  on  a seller  scale?— It  would  be  on  a smaller  scale. 

, . ' ,,  0 you  know  who  the  patients  were  that  were  allowed  to  go  out  to  religious 
worship  ? — I do  not. 

7978.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of, the  institution,  such  as 
cue  manager,  the  visiting  physician,  and  sp  on.  are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  arrange- 
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ment  under  which  they  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  Government?— No;  I think  the  Belfast. 
appointment  should  rest  with  the  Governors.  

7979.  Do  you  consider  the  Governors  are  as  competent  to  select  those  officers  as  the  Board  fom‘rict 

of  Guardians  are  to  select  their  officers  ? — I think  so.  BichMdB  B 

7980.  Would  you  give  any  power  of  veto  to  the  Executive  Government  ?— That  would  Housto^Esq.1,  j.f., 

depend  upon  circumstances.  d.l. 

7981.  With  regard  to  dismissal,  would  you  give  the  Executive  Government  the  power  of 
dismissing  the  officers  after  investigation? — Decidedly,  upon  an  investigation  properly  con- 
ducted. I would  wish  to  state,  that  I think  the  expenditure  of  lunatic  asylums  should  be  kid 
in  detail  before  the  Grand  J uries. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Iiinc/cs , m.a.,  sworn  and  examined.  Kev_  Thomas 

7982.  For  how  many  years  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  institution  ? — Since  its  Hmcks’  “•A* 

opening,  in  1829. 

7983.  Have  you  attended  frequently  each  year  during  that  period  ? — I attended  almost 
without  intermission  from  the  opening  of  the  asylum  till  the  year  1835.  I left  Belfast  in 
1837.  From  that  time  I have  not  taken  any  very  active  part  in  the  proceedings,  but  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  being  one  of  the  two  survivors  of  the  original  Governors,  I thought  it 
my  duty  to  attend  here  to-day. 

7984.  At  the  period  of  the  asylum  being  opened,  was  the  manager  a medical  man? — No.  Medical  and  lay 

7985.  Have  you  acted  as  a Governor  since  the  appointment  of  a medical  manager? — Yes.  Manaffers. 

7986.  Are  you  satisfied  that  was  an  improvement  upon  the  system  of  having  a lay 
manager? — We  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  manager  we  had.  I am  not  competent  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  tire  subject.  It  seems  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  the  insane,  and  I presume  from  what  we  have  heard,  that  medical  men  are  selected 
now  for  the  office  of  managers  of  asylums,  because  it  is  desirable  to  have  them  constantly 
in  charge.  I do  not  feel  competent,  however,  to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

7987.  When  the  asylum  was  first  opened,  what  were  the  arrangements  that  were  made  for  Keligious  ministra- 

religious  ministrations,  or  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship  in  the  institution  ? — There  tio".s » tlie 
_ * , 1 subject  first  came 

were  no  arrangements.  before  the  Board  of 

7988.  When  did  the  matter  come  first  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  ? — It  came  Governors, 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  in  consequence  of  a letter  from  the  Commissioners  for 

the  erection  of  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  requesting  ns  to  inform  them,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  whether  we  had  appointed  chaplains. 

7989.  At  what  period  was  that? — It  was  in  March,  1834.  The  question  then  came  before 
the  Board  in  that  way.  There  was  some  time  taken  for  consideration — there  was  an  adjourn- 
ment. A special  meeting  was  called,  and  a resolution  was  passed,  which  appears  on  the 
minutes  under  that  date.  The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously,  I believe  at  the  special 
meeting  of  the  Board,  and  I would  like  to  read  a portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  3rd  of  March, 

1834,  which  relates  to  tliis  subject : — 

“Bead  the  resolution  of  last  board-day  on  the  subject  of  religious  instruction  in  tlie  asylum,  and  the  subject 

thereupon  resolved,  that  whereas  no  proceeding  of  an  important  practical  nature  ought  to  be  permitted  1534^ 
in  this  asylum  without  the  coguizance  and  sanction  of  the  Governors,  and  whereas  for  some  con- 
valescent patients  who  could  not  be  suffered  to  attend  public  worship,  it  may,  under  proper  regulations, 
be  useful  and  consolatory,  and  not  likely  to  be  detrimental  to  hear  tlie  reading  of  tlie  Holy  Scriptures 
and  the  offering  up  of  prayors  in  their  behalf,  by  a minister  of  religion. 

“Ordered — That  on  a wish  being  expressed  by  a patient  to  receive"! such  professional  visits,  the 
manager  of  the  asylum,  if  lie  is  of  opinion  that  such  visits  are  not  likely  to  produce  an  injurious 
excitement  in  the  patient,  but  are  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  him,  ho  authorized  to  request  tlm  atten- 
dance of  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  whether  the  parochial  clergyman,  or,  with  his 
permission,  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  to  which  the  patient  belonged  before  his  admittance,  or  of  tlie 
minister  of  such  other  denomination  as  the  patient  may  have  belonged  to  before  liis  admittance,  if  he 
should  give  a preference  to  such  other  minister,  subject,  however,  to  the  same  local  limitation. as  in 
the  case  of  the  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church.  That  in  any  case  of  application. being  made  to 
the  Manager  for  the  attendance  of  a minister  of  religion,  the  Manager  report  the  application,  and  its 
results,  at  the  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  Governors.” 

7990.  Did  that  resolution  of  the  Board  continue  to  be  carried  out  while  you  attended? — 

Fes. 

7991.  And  I believe  was  carried  ont  until  the  period  of  the  orders  in  Council?— I cannot 

answer  that.  It  was  carried  out  as  long  as  I continued  to  attend  here.  . . vided  in  tlie  resolu- 

7992.  By  that  arrangement  permission  was  given  to  the  ministers  of  religion  to.  attend  on  tion. 
the  demand  of  the  patients.  Are  you  satisfied  that  was  making  sufficient  provision  for  the 
religious  wants  of  the  inmates? — We  considered  so  at  that  time. 

7993.  Do  you  still  continue  of  that  opinion? — I must  confess  that  the  letters  which  have 

been  read  by  the  Bishop  of  Down  led  me  to  qualify  my  opinion.  I cannot  resist  such 
strong  statements.  We  found  practically  that  resolution  answered  all  the  requirements  of 
the  case.  As  curate  of  Belfast,  I attended  many  times  here  as  minister  for  the  Episcopalians ; 
and,  though  a Governor  of  the  asylum,  1 never  visited  a case  without  asking  the  permission 
of  the  manager,  and  ascertaining  from  him  whether  the  person  was  in  a proper  state  to 
neeeive  my  visit  or  not.  . 

7994.  Would  not  that  be  sffll  required  on  the  part  of  the  chaplain,  supposing  the  Order  in  l6 

Council  relative  to  chaplains  to  he  carried  out.  In  this  order  it  is  stated,  that  the  Boards,  of  ciioplaina. 
Governors,  managers,  &C.,  do  afford  every  facility  for  the  admission  of  the  several  chaplains 
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to  enable  them  to  officiate  according  to  tlieir  respective  creeds,  “ and  to  afford  religious  instruc- 
tion and  consolation  to  the  patients,  except  such  as  shall  be  declared  by  the  physician  to  be 
unfit  and  incapable  of  understanding  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  of  appreciating  the  effects 
of  religion  ?” — There  is  an  objection  to  the  orders  with  respect  to  chaplains  which  has  not 
been  put  forward,  and  winch  appears  to  me  to  be  a very  strong  one.  The  matter  is  provided 
for  in  the  resolution  of  the.  Governors  which  I have  read,  and  it  is,  that  the  clergyman  of  the 
parish  to  which  the  party  belongs  should  be  referred  to,  respecting  the  visitation  of  the  patient 
either  personally-  or  that  he  should  have  the  recommendation  of  the  person  to  be  sent  to  the 
patient.  There  is  no  provision  for  that  in  the  Orders  in  Council.  Now,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  appointment  of  chaplains  would  exclude  a patient  from  receiving  the  ministrations 
of  his  own  pastor-. 

7995.  That  is  of  the  pastor  of  the  parish  in  which  he  lived  before  he  came  to  the  asylum? 
—Yes. 

7996.  Does  not  that  equally  apply  to  the  case  of  poorhouses  and  gaols  ? — It  certainly  does 
apply  to  them.  I referred  to  it,  because  we  had  that  point  in  view  when  drawing  up  the 
resolution. 

7997.  Dr.  Stewart  has  stated  that,  subsequently  to  his  appointment,  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
assembling  the  inmates  to  read  the  Bible  for  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  prayer:  what  is 
your  opinion  of  that  proceeding  ? — I was  not  aware  of  that  proceeding,  and  it  did  not  take 
place  till  after  I ceased  to  attend  here  as  a Governor. 

7998.  If  the  resolution  provided  all  that  was  sufficient  for  the  religious  wants  of  the  inmates, 
was  there  any  necessity  for  the  manager  undertaking  to  provide  more  ? — We  considered  at 
the  time  that  the  resolution  we  adopted  provided  sufficiently  for  the  religious  wants  of  the 
inmates.  Those  who  were  able  to  go  out  to  attend  public  worship  went  out,  and  there  was 
a provision  made  for  those  who  were  in  a fit  state  to  receive  the  visits  of  their  clergy. 

7999.  What  objection  have  you,  in  the  main,  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  for  the  insti- 
tution?— At  the  time  we  did  not  consider,  in  discussing  the  question,  that  it  was  necessary; 
and  we  considered  that  having  a variety  of  chaplains  would  cause  excitement  among  the 
patients.  I must  confess,  as  regards  that,  that  my  opinion  has  been  very  much  qualified  by  the 
answers  to  his  letter  which  the  bishop  has  read.  At  the  time  I speak  of,  the  treatment  of 
lunatics  was  comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and  we  at  that  time  did  the  best  we  could  for  the 
interests  of  the  institution.  Since  then  improvements  have  been  made  in  various  ways.  I 
have  not  taken  any  part  in  the  chaplaincy  question,  and  I attended  here  to-day  more  in 
reference  to  matters  connected  with  the  ear-ly  state  of  the  institution.  I have  stated  what 
was  my  opinion  at  the  time  the  resolution  to  which  I have  referred  was  adopted,  and  I have 
stated  one  objection  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  which  is,  if  I wished  to  see  a person  who 
was  a member  of  my  own  congregation,  I could  not  do  so  without  the  permission  of  the 
Established  Church  chaplain. 

8000.  How  would  it  be  possible  to  have  the  minister  of  a distant  parish,  or  a distant 
congregation,  brought  to  Belflist  to  visit  in  this  asylum  a patient  who  belonged  to  his  congre- 
gation before  lie  was  admitted,  and  who  required  religious  ministrations  ? — I have  had  on 
more  occasions  than  one  a letter  requesting  me  to  see  a person  from  another  parish,  and  I 
would  presume  the  arrangement  was  carried  out  as  regards  other  denominations.  I presume 
that  there  was  no  want  felt.  Our  arrangement  was  made  in  1834,  and  as  far  as  I am  aware 
we  heard  nothing  on  the  subject  till  1851.  We  considered,  therefore,  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant was  satisfied  with  the  provision  which  was  made  till  that  time.  If  it  now  appears  to 
be  an  advantage,  from  the  practice  in  other  places,  to  have  chaplains,  and  that  it  is  considered 
necessary,  I,  of  course,  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

8001 . Is  there  any  other  matter  that  you  would  wish  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners  ? — 
There  are  several  matters  that  at  an  early  period  engaged  our  attention,  and  winch  I would 
wish  to. speak  about: — First,  with  regard  to  the  cases  from  gaols,  we  experienced  a good 
deal  of  inconvenience  on  that  subject.  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  comity  of  Antrim  appointed, 
in  1835,  a Board  of  Superintendence,  part  of  whose  office  was  to  examine  the  institutions 
receiving  aid  from  the  county.  I was  a member  of  that  Board.  We  had  several  meetings  on 
the  subject,  and  a certain  number  of  queries  were  drawn  up,  and  inquiries  were  made  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Jury.  I mention  this  to  show  that  the  Grand  Juries,  from  the 
commencement,  and  particularly  from  the  time  of  the  enlargement  of  the  building,  were 
inquiring  carefully  about  various  matters  concerning  the  asylum ; that  is,  that  the  Grand 
Jury  inquiry  did.  not  first  arise  on  the  recent  mooting  of  the  chaplaincy  question  in  1851. 
Here  are  a series  of  inquiries  made  respecting  the  institution  in  1835.  [ Document 
exhibited .]  Very  early  after  the  opening  of  the  institution  it  was  stated,  that  no  idiotic 
or  epileptic  cases  were  to  be  received ; and  in  1835,  that  is,  six  years  after  the  asylum  was 
opened,,  there  was  not  one  idiotic  case..  We  had  a correspondence  with  the  Government  on 
the  subject  of  the  reception  of  such  cases.  In  fact,  from  1831,  two  years  after  the  asylum 
was  opened,  it  has  been  burdened  with  incurable  cases : nearly  two-thirds  of  our  cases  were 
incurable.  At  one  time  I was  directed  to  correspond  with  the  Governors  of  the  Derry, 
Armagh,  and  Limerick  Asylums,  which  were  then  in  operation,  on  the  subject  of  incura- 
bles. The  Governors  of  the  Derry  Asylum  recommended  that  a provincial  asylum  should 
be  erected  for  those  cases ; and  it  was  the  opinion,  I think,  of  the  Governors  of  the  Armagh 
Asylum,  and  here,  that  there  should  be  extended  accommodation  provided  for  them  in  the 
existing  asylum,  rather  than  in  a provincial  asylum. 

8002.  Have  the  increased  wants  of  this  district  been  provided  for  since  that  period  by 
additional  buildings? — The  additional  building  is  full  now,  so  full  that  urgent  cases  are 
not  admitted.  There  should  be  always  a few  beds  to  receive  cases  for  immediate  treat- 
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ment.  It  appears  to  me,  that  without  the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  and  with  very 
little  expense,  a suitable  building  might  be  had,  by  obtaining  one  of  the  union  workhouses. 
I would  suggest  that  a few  of  the  larger  union  workhouses  most  suited  to  the  purpose,  and 
where  there  was  ground  for  cultivation,  should  be  obtained ; and  that  idiotic  and  epileptic, 
and  incurable  cases  generally  should  be  transferred  to  them  from  other  workhouses,  and 
from  the  asylum ; and  in  that  way,  without  any  additional  expense,  accommodation  could  be 
provided,  as  it  is  not  likely  those  workhouses  will  ever  be  required  again,  for  the  same 
purpose  for  which  they  have  been  hitherto  used. 

8003.  Have  there  been  any  workhouses  erected  in  the  counties  of  Antrim  or  Down  since 
the  introduction  of  the  poor  law? — None,  I believe,  but  in  many  of  them  there  are  but  few 
inmates.  It  is  considered  that  some  might  be  dispensed  with  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  by 
transferring  the  inmates  to  other  workhouses,  if  the  principle  were  followed  of  charging  the 
unions  respectively  for  their  own  paupers. 

8004.  If  auy  of  the  unions  were  extended,  the  distance  the  poor  of  that  union  would 
have  to  go  to  the  workhouse  would,  of  course,  be  increased? — One  would  not  contemplate 
the  dissolution  of  a union ; it  would  ho  practically  the  same.  Something  has  been  said  about 
the  payment  by  patients  in  asylums.  That  subject  engaged  our  attention  very  early.  The 
word  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  “pauper.” 

8005.  “ Lunatic  poor"  ? — In  the  original  form  it  was  “ pauper.”  At  a very  early  period  we 
had  to  change  it  to  “poor  person,”  and  the  interpretation  we  adopted  was,  a person  not  able 
to  pay  the  charge  in  a lunatic  asylum.  We  considered,  however,  that  it  might  be  desirable 
to  classifv  the  expenditure,  and  that  some  might  be  able  to  pay  one  rate,  and  some  another 
rate,  and  that  many  would  rather  pay  something ; but  it  was  considered  that  the  Governors 
had  not  power  to  make  any  such  regulation,  and  objections  to  the  arrangement  have  been 
stated  by  Dr.  Steward. 

8006.  Do  you  consider  the  objections  of  Dr.  Stewart  valid? — Yes. 

8007.  How  far  do  you  think  jealousies  might  arise  amongst  the  patients,  if  they  were 
treated  in  the  same  manner  ? — It  appears  to  us  it  would  he  opening  a door  to  abuses  to 
adopt  such  a system,  and  that  it  might  lead  to  the  introduction  of  a class  of  patients  able  to 
pay,  and  the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  poor.  The  asylum  might  he  filled  with  paying 
patients,  while  those  for  whose  relief  it  was  originally  intended  might  he  excluded.  The 
only  other  point  that  occurred  to  me  to  mention  was,  that  we  had  under  discussion,  at  an 
early  period,  the  propriety  of  having  a medical  school  here  for  the  study  of  insanity  and  its 
treatment.  It  was  considered  there  might  be  objections  to  that,  and  tliat  if  it  were  known 
there  were  post  mortem  examinations  it  might  interfere  with  persons  sending  their  lunatic 
friends  into  the  asylum.  Our  first  physician  was  very  anxious  to  have  a room  appropriated 
to  himself  and  to  liis  pupils,  and  to  have  post  mortem  examinations. 

8008.  Clinical  instruction  might  be  given  without  having  post  mortem  examinations  ? — It 
might. 

8009.  Are  yon  aware  that  post  mortem  examinations  are  carried  on  in  all  the  ordinary 
hospitals? — No. 

8010.  They  are;  and  if  they  do  not  deter  friends  and  relatives  from  sending  patients  to 
them,  why  should  such  a circumstance  interfere  to  prevent  the  sending  of  patients  to  this 
establishment? — If  such  a fact  has  not  that  effect  in  general  hospitals,  1 do  not  suppose  that 
objection  would  apply  with  reference  to  this  asylum. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Montgomery , ll.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8011.  How  many  years  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — Twenty-one  years. 

8012.  Have  you  been  a constant  attendant  during  that  period? — I believe  more  so  than 
any  other  Governor,  except  that  at  one  time  I was  confined  to  my  house. 

8013.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed  ?-— I 
have  no  objection  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed.  I believe  it  is  a 
very  good  mode,  appointing  them  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  I believe  the  Government 
ought  to  pay  some  respect  to  recommendations  coming  from  us.  I do  not  ask  to  take  the 
appointment  from  the  Government  at  all ; in  honest  truth,  I rather  prefer  those  tilings,  to  he 
done  by  the  Executive  authority.  The  arrangement  keeps  jealousies  from  amongst  us,  and 
I believe  it  is  better,  for  ourselves  that  the  appointments  should  be  so  made ; but  I do  not 
think  that  the  Government  ought,  when  wc  respectfully  put  a statement  before  them  as  to 
the  desirability  of  appointing  Governors,  to  neglect  such  a statement.  F or  instance,  we  have 
two  or  three  times  applied  to  have  a gentleman  appointed  from  the  County  of  the  Town  of 
Carrickfergus,  which,  though  in  our  district,  has  no  Governor  at  all.  We  never  received, 
I think,  any  answer  to  our  application.  The  gentleman  was  of  the  first  character  and 
respectability.  I do  not  wish,  as  I have  said,  to  take  the  appointment  from  the  Government, 
hut  I would  wish  we  would  be  treated  witli  that  amount  of  courtesy  to  which  we  are 
entitled,  devoting  ourselves,  as  we  do,  largely,  to  the  public  service,  and  knowing,  as  we  do 
know,  the  character  of  the  persons,  and  their  aptitude,  whom  we  recommend. 

8014.  With  regard  to  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  asylum,  and  the  duties  of 
the  various  officers,  do  you  think  they  should  still  continue  to  be  fixed  by  the  Privy 
Council?— Weill  see  no  objection  to  that  either.  At  the  same  time  I believe  that  the  Privy 
Council  would  act  wisely  in  consulting  the  local  Boards ; and  if  you  will  look  to  the  Orders 
in  Council  of  1843,  I think  you  will  find  them  very  nearly  copied  from  the  regulations 
antecedently  adopted  by  this  asylum,  to  a very  large  extent. 

8015.  I believe  there  were,  previously  to  1843,  regulations  which  had  originally  emanated 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  though  they  were  not  formally  approved  of 
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Belfast.  by  tlio  Council? — Possibly;  at  all  events  the  Orders  in  Council  are  very  much  formed  on 

the  regulations  we  had  here  before  that  period. 

Bel^AsyhimlriCt  8016.  From  your  acquaintance  with  this  district  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Belfast  District 
Re-.-  Henry  Mont-  Asylum  affords  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  ? — It  affords  at  present,  I think 
gomery,  LL.D.  sufficient  accommodation  for  all  the  wants  of  the  lunatic  paupers,  but  not  for  the  lunatic  poor! 
Asylum  accommoda-  I consider  those  to  be  lunatic  poor  who  arc  the  relatives  of  tradesmen  and  farmers  able  to 
tion— admission  of  support  themselves  by  their  industry,  and  able,  perhaps,  to  pay  a certain  sum  for  a lunatic 
advocated*16013  relative,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  wliat  is  expended  for  the  actual  support  of  a patient 
here,  but  certainly  unable  to  support  their  lunatic  relatives  in  private  establishments;  and  I 
have  known  cases  of  great  hardship  to  arise  amongst  that  class.  One  case,  in  particular  of 
great  hardship  came  under  my  own  knowledge,  where  a respectable  farmer  desired  to  have 
his  daughter  put  into  this  asylum.  She  was  certified  as  a pauper,  but  we  knew  that  her 
father  was  a man  in  comfortable  circumstances,  as  a farmer,  and  wo  declined  to  receive  her. 
He  was  not  able  to  send  her  to  a private  asylum ; and  she  remained  at  home,  a great  distress 
to  the  family.  We  conceive  that  as  the  farmers  are  the  men  who  chiefly  support  this  estab- 
lishment, pay  the  taxes,  and  heavy  taxes  too,  that  they  ought  at  least  to  have  the  privilege 
of  having  their  relatives  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  this  establishment  as  a curative  institution, 
on  paying  a sum  equivalent  to  the  actual  cost  of  their  support.  I am  very  glad  to  be  able 
to  tell  you,  that  in  the  Bill  that  was  introduced  into  Parliament  on  our  recommendation  last 
year, — and  I had  something  to  do  in  drawing  up  the  very  clause  on  the  subject  in  the  Bill, — 
the  Government  consented  to  adopt  that  rational  and  humane  principle.  The  10th  clause 
of  the  proposed  Bill,  number  two,  runs  thus: — 


Clause  on  the  subject 
ill  a Bill  which  was 
laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. 


“ Whereas  pauper  lunatics  only  can  now  by  law  be  admitted  into  any  such  district  lunatic  asylums, 
and  there  are  others  of  the  industrious  classes,  suffering  from  insanity,  who  may  be  benefited  by 
treatment  in  lunatic  asylums,  but  whose  relatives  arc  unable  to  meet  the  expense  of  private  asylums, 
and  are  not  willing  to  accept  gratuitous  relief;  and  it  is  expedient  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  such  classes  : Be  it,  therefore,  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governors  of  any  district 
lunatic  asylum  (subject  to  any  Orders  to  he  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council)  to  receive  as 
inmates  any  persons  not  coming  under  the  description  of  pauper  lunatics  (but  to  be  treated  in  all 
respects  as  if  pauper  lunatics,  clothing  only  excepted),  on  such  terms,  as  to  payment  or  otherwise,  as 
to  the  Governors  shall  seem  proper;  and  the  monies  so  received  as  paymont  for  such  persons  shall  be 
applied  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  such  asylums.” 


No  danger  of  the 
privilege  being 
abused. 


The  clothing  of 
paying  patients. 


Resolution  of  the 
Board  in  favour  of 
admitting  paying 
patients. 


I had  a good  deal  to  do  with  the  drawing  up  of  this  clause  in  London,  aided  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Macrory,  who  is  here.  The  Governors  adopted  it.  It  seemed  to  bo  considered  one  of 
the  best  provisions  that  could  be  put  into  the  Act.  I know  that  my  friend  Dr.  Stewart's, 
opinions  on  all  subjects  respecting  the  insane  arc  entitled  to  the  very  highest  respect,  but  at 
the  same  time,  lie  docs  not  live,  as  1 do,  and  as  many  clergymen  do,  in  our  respective 
country  districts,  where  we  see  those  unfortunate  people  a burden  to  tlicir  relatives  at  home. 
If  he  did  I think  he  would  give  up  his  objections  to  this  principle.  If  it  he  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  asylum  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  that  class,  let  it  be  done;  if  it  be  necessary 
to  appoint,  in  addition,  another  medical  attendant,  let  it  he  clone.  I hold,  that  in  reality 
those  are  the  parties  to  whom  it  is  most  important  we  should  administer  the  consolations 
and  comforts  afforded  by  the  asylum.  They  are  more  to  be  pitied  than  the  lowest  and 
meanest  vagrants  of  the  country.  I merely  venture  to  say  that  this  suggestion  was  made  in 
conformity  with  the  resolution  of  this  Board,  which  I carried  over  to  London,  and  that  it 
was  no  new  thought  with  us,  for  we  repeatedly  laid  it  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  when  we 
had  deputations  with  him  on  other  subjects.  There  was  no  difference  of  opinion  at  the 
Board  on  the  subject. 

8017.  This  provision  to  which  you  have  referred  does  not  limit  the  amount  to  he  paid 
to  the  actual  cost  of  maintenance? — No,  because  it  was  thought  some  might  pay  a httle 
more,  but  I do  not  believe  it  was  ever  contemplated  to  take  more. 

8018.  You  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  danger  of  parties  being  admitted  at  £5  and  £10 
a-year  who  might  he  able  to  pay  a larger  sum? — I really  think  there  would  not  be  any 
danger  of  that.  In  the  case  of  the  unfortunate  individual  to  whom  I have  referred,  Lord 
Downshire  himself  stated  that  this  man  could  pay  something,  that  he  could  pay  £20  a-year, 
hut  could  not  pay  £50  a-year  in  a private  asylum.  We  miglit  admit  some  unfortunate  cases 
for  £5  or  £10  a-year,  so  that  there  would  not  be  a total  loss  as  regards  them. 

8019.  Respecting  the  reception  of  paying  patients,  one  of  the  evils  to  be  guarded  against 
would  be  the  improper  transfer  of  what  might  be  fairly  borne  by  individuals  to  the  public 
rates:  you  do  not  apprehend  that  any  thing  of  that  kind  would  arise? — No,  I think  not. 
If  a person  could  pay  £5  a-year,  let  it  he  paid ; if  £10,  then  let  that  be  paid.  What  are  you 
doing  with  public  rates  but  supporting  the  poor. 

8020.  The  next  point  in  this  10th  clause  is  that  there  is  an  exception  as  to  the  clothing 
of  paying  patients,  so  that  the  distinction  between  that  class  and  the  pauper  inmates  would 
be  ostentatiously  made  known? — I am  quite  free  to  state  with  respect  to  that  provision,  that 
it  was  put  in  without  my  particular  concurrence.  I did  not  wish  to  lose  the  whole  substance 
of  what  was  good.  I advocated  from  the  first  that  there  should  he  no  distinction  whatever. 
I believed  that  such  a distinction  would  create  jealousies ; in  the  end  it  was  put  in  at  the 
request  of  another  party  who  held  a different  view,  and  thought  it  might  take  away  some- 
thing of  the  humiliation  of  being  classed  with  paupers. 

8021.  Is  the  resolution  of  the  Board  exactly  in  conformity  with  this  clause? — It  is  very 
nearly  so. 

• 8022.  Can  you  furnish  the  Commissioners  with  copies  of  resolutions  approving  of  this 
clause? — Yes. 
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“Board  Boom,  2nd  Juno,  1856. — The  Very  Rev.  Dean  Stannus  in  the  Chair.  Belfast. 

“ The  Lunatic  Asylums  Bill,  No.  2,  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Horsman  and  the  R ,,  ~r.  . 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  having  been  submitted  to  tiie Board,  and  duly  considered  j the  Governors 
expressed  their  satisfaction,  that  some  of  the  most  objectionable  provisions  of  the  former  Bill  have  R ’ 

been  modified  or  entirely  removed,  whilst  two  valuable  clauses  have  been  added,  in  relation  to  the  gome^LL.D 
Superannuation  of  Officers,  and  the  Admission  of  Patients,  not  coming  strictly  under  the  designation 
of  Pauper  Lunatics. 

“(Signed)  James  Stahnds,  Chairman.” 

I firmly  believe  that  any  new  Act  without  a provision  of  the  kind  will  not  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case. 

8023.  With  regard  to  the  changeability  of  pauper  lunatics,  are  you  satisfied  with  the  Changeability  of 

present  state  of  the  law,  under  which  the  charge  is  defrayed  out  of  the  county  ra  te  ? — Yes,  I pauper  lunatics — 
think  it  is  perfectly  proper.  whether  upon  the 

8024.  Do  you  prefer  it  to  an  arrangement  by  which  it  would  be  charged  upon  the  £°^tJrrateorP0or 
electoral  divisions  out  of  the  poor  rates  ? — I think  it  is  better  to  charge  it  upon  the  counties. 

The  larger  the  surface  over  which  it  is  spread  the  less  it  will  be  felt. 

8025.  You  are  aware  the  difference  is  two-fold;  first  of  all,  under  the  county  rate  the 
charge  is  thrown  entirely  upon  the  rate  borne  by  the  occupiers,  while  under  the  poor  rate 
system  the  charge  would  he  borne  both  by  landlord  and  occupiers ; and  next,  the  county 
rate  is  levied  upon  a smaller  area  than  the  poor  rate  ? — I am  aware  of  the  distinction ; and  I 
had  the  honour  of  making  a suggestion  to  the  effect  that  the  poor  rate  should  not  be  made  a 
tax  upon  the  whole  union,  but,  except  for  general  purposes,  a tax  upon  electoral  divisions ; 
because  if  we  extend  it  over  tire  whole  union  there  would  not  be  the  same  vigilance  and 
care  exercised  to  prevent  imposition.  There  is  no  chance,  however,  of  imposition  in 
reference  to  unfortunate  lunatics.  That  is  a distinction  that  I perceive  between  the  two 
cases  of  sane  paupers  and  lunatics.  The  question  of  area  does  not  make  a difference  in  my 
view ; and  my  wish  that  the  charge  for  this  establishment  should  be  entirely,  as  at  present, 
upon  the  county  rate,  is  not  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  county  rate  is  paid  exclusively  by 
the  occupier. 

8026.  Have  you  ever  considered  any  arrangement  which  might  be  made  for  providing  Question  of  separate 
for  that  class  of  patients  who  are  described  in  the  returns  as  “ probably  incurable”  ? — I have  asylums  for  probably 
always  considered  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a provincial  establishment,  supported  incura^e  case3, 

by  taxes  raised  from  the  provinces,  and  let  it  be  built  to  any  extent  that  would  be  required, 
and  that  those  incurable  cases  should  be  placed  in  such  establishment.  I believe  the 
association  of  probable  curable  cases  with  incurable  cases  is  injurious  to  the  former.  I know 
that  perpetual  association  with  insane  persons  has  some  times  affected  sane  minds. 

Gradually  and  imperceptibly  the  sane  mind  begins  to  be  affected  from  its  being  perpetually 
surrounded  by  insanity.  1 believe  a provincial  establishment,  sufficiently  large  for  the 
reception  of  incurable  cases,  would  serve  the  purpose.  The  more  you  could  collect  in  the 
one  place  the  less  proportionately  would  be  the  general  expenditure  and  the  staff.  There  can 
be  no  question  of  that. 

8027.  Do  you  consider  that  any  objection  might  arise  against  having  a very  large  number 
of  incurables  collected  in  the  provincial  institution  ? — It  is  just  possible  a difficulty  might 
arise.  I cannot  at  this  moment  form  any  estimate  of  the  number  that  ought  to  be  in  such 
an  institution,  but  supposing  they  did  not  amount  to  more  than  a thousand,  I do  not  think 
there  would  be  any  objection.  I do  not  believe  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  manage  a 
thousand  incurable  cases,  who  arc  generally  quiet  and  harmless  idiots,  and  easy  to  deal  with, 
than  is  the  case  at  Hanwell,  where  there  are  a thousand  inmates. 

8028.  Some  people  consider  that  Hanwell  is  too  large? — I always  understood  it  was  a 
model  in  every  respect ; but  supposing  the  asylum  was  considered  too  large  you  could  have 
another.  As  to  the  general  question  of  the  separation  of  that  class  of  lunatics  from  the  others 
I entertain  no  doubt  of  the  course  that  should  be  adopted. 

8029.  With  regard  to  providing  secular  instruction  in  schools  in  this  institution  for  such  secular  school  in- 
of  the  inmates  as  might  be  unable  to  read  and  write,  do  you  consider  that  arrangement  structiou— whether 
would  be  advantageous  ?— I have  heard  strong  testimony  given  in  favour  of  it  by  most  ^envife6? US  °r 
benevolent  and  intelligent  men,  but  I have  not  been  deeply  impressed  myself  with  the 

advantages  of  such  a provision. 

8030.  As  a mere  occupation  would  it  not  be  desirable  ? — I must  take  the  adjuncts  of  that. 

You  would  have  very  soon  precisely  the  same  difficulties  that  apply  to  the  chaplaincy 
question,  and  in  rather  a worse  form  in  relation  to  the  secular  instruction.  I think  every 
gentleman  will  feel  that,  because  there  would  be  facilities  for  the  teacher  of  such  a class, 
which  you  or  I,  if  standing  beside  him,  could  not  prevent  him  from  using — there  are  modes 
of  putting  questions,  modes  of  explaining  answers,  that  I think  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
for  humanity  to  guard  against. 

8031.  You  think  the  question  of  a separate  system  of  education  might  arise  ? — That  is 
precisely  what  I think,  and  I do  not  know  that  the  poor  people  who  come  in  here  are  in 
such  want  of  instruction  as  to  make  it  desirable  to  give  it  to  them,  especially  if  they,  are 
never  to  go  into  the  world  again.  If  they  are  to  go  into  the  world  once  more  their  minds 
■will  be  recovered,  and  they  will  obtain  the  information  they  will  require.  T may  select  ten 
or  twenty  patients  and  apply  instruction  to  them  according  to  their  minds,  and  I may  do 
them  good,  but  I am  not  to  take  ten  or  twenty,  I am  to  take  350  patients.  I do  not  feel 
the  force  of  the  remarks  that  have  been  made  on  the  subject,  however  benevolently  they 
were  intended  and  well  thought  over  by  the  individuals  who  made  them. 

8032.  Your  last  answer  has  reference  more  to  the  school  instruction,  with  a view  to  the 
restoration  of  the  individual  to  society? — Yes. 

J 2 Y 2 
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8033.  But  may  not  the  occupation  which  school  instruction  affords  he  of  great  advantage 
to  the  lunatic  in  a curative  point  of  view? — I am  not  able  to  form  any  distinct  opinion 
on  that  subject;  in  some  cases  I have  no  douht  it  would,  and  in  other  cases  I am 
convinced  it  would  not  be  of  any  advantage.  I do  not  find  that  people  always  employ 
their  knowledge  profitably. 

8034.  You  are  aware  that  in  every  lunatic  asylum  there  are  many  persons  whose  insanity  is 

of  a very  mild,  and  slight  form,  while  others  are  labouring  under  an  insanity  which  may  be 
considered  incurable.  In  that  point  of  view,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or 
otherwise,  of  the  inmates  of  such  an  institution  as  this  being  provided  with  the  means 
of  attending  religious  worship,  and  having  religious  ministrations? — Well,  this  is  a ques- 
tion of  vast  importance,  at  least  I felt  it  so.  I do  not  know  that  I have  ever  been  so 
anxious  on  any  public  question  as  this,  for  I am  quite  aware  that  there  are  sound  opinions  of 
Christian  men  on  both  sides.  1 am  quite  satisfied;  if  the  patients  were  all  of  one  religious 
denomination,  that  a judicious  chaplain,  such  as  Dr.  M'Cormac  described — who  would  live,  as 
it  were,  with  them,  and  not  come  as  a bird  of  passage,  and  go  over  a certain  form  of  prayers 
and  words,  and  then  walk  away — I believe  that  some  good,  in  that  case,  might  be  effected. 
I have  no  doubt  that  in  some  such  cases  as  those  to  which  you  have  referred,  it  would  be 
beneficial ; but  we  are  to  take  these  asylums  as  they  are  in  a country  like  Ireland,  and  we 
are  to  take  this  country  as  one  where  the  population  from  the  highest  grade  to  the  lowest  is 
of  a very  varied  character,  both  as  to  religion  and  politics ; and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
in  insanity,  as  with  men  when  they  are  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquors,  all  their 
ordinary  views  and  feelings  are  greatly  exaggerated.  The  lunatics  coming  into  this 
asylum,  therefore,  bring  in,  not  in  a mild  form,  but  in  a strong,  exaggerated  form,  the 
passions  and  prejudices  which  prevail  in  tire  society  from  which  they  come.  I am  quite  aware 
that  even  without  any  stimulant,  or  that  most  stimulating  of  all  elements,  the  religious 
element,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  prevent  political  and  religious  acrimony  from  springing 
up  here.  I have  been  myself  assailed  by  a patient  within  these  boundaries  on  account  of  my 
“ heresy,”  and  informed  that  he  possessed  vast  knowledge  beyond  what  I possessed;  and  lie 
informed  me  also  that  I was  only  fitted  for  a certain  uncomfortable  locality.  Well,  if  that 
occurred  in  relation  to  myself,  one  of  the  Governors,  who  has  at  least  endeavoured  to  be  as 
kind  as  possible  to  them  ail,  who  has  added  somewhat  to  their  comfort  in  various  ways  through 
the  kindness  of  my  brother  Governors,  I think  it  would  necessarily  be  a very  great  evil  if  it 
were  permitted  on  a large  and  greater  scale.  I am  very  sorry  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke  is 
not  here,  and  I shall  tell  you  my  reason:  he  is  a doctor  of  laws,  and  well  entitled  to  the 
dignity,  and  he  is  a doctor  of  divinity : no  man  has  superior  information ; but  above  all,  he 
has  studied  the  physiology  of  man,  medical  science,  in  some  of  the  host  seminaries  both  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  he  has  studied  it  particularly  in  relation  to  this  very  question  of 
mental  insanity.  I confess  that  his  views  coinciding  with  my  own  primarily  made  me  very 
strong  in  them ; and  his  arguments  afterwards  at  our  Board,  when  wo  discussed  this  ques- 
tion, were  so  forcible,  that  I really  had  not  power  to  resist  them.  I think  a man  of  his 
large  capacity,  admittedly  high  character,  admittedly  strong  religious  impressions,  is  a 
man  whose  opinion  ought  to  have  very  great  weight.  If  he  were  here  he  would  tell  you 
with  infinitely  more  power  than  1 can  bring  before  you,  the  objections  against  having 
chaplains  in  this  asylum ; but  if  it  would  not  be  deviating  from  the  path  which  you  have 
pointed  out  for  yourselves,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  convenient  to  hear  a statement  from  me  of 
this  whole  chaplaincy  question.  W e cannot  blink  this  fact,  that  one  main  object  of  your 
inquiry  is  to  investigate  this  matter  with  regard  to  religious  instruction ; and  allow  me  just 
before  I enter  upon  it,  to  say,  that  we  have  never  desired  to  prevent  religious  instruction 
from  being  afforded  in  any  asylum  in  any  way  that  the  Governors  of  that  asylum  may  deem 
expedient.  Where  chaplains  were  supposed,  from  the  condition  of  the  population,  or  from 
local  circumstances,  or  if  you  choose,  from  strong  impressions  of  any  kind,  to  be  desirable,  we 
have  never  wished  to  interfere  with  their  appointment;  but  what  we  do  wish  is  simply  this, 
and  what  we  would  implore  you  to  do  and  recommend  is  this,  that  the  Boards  of  Governors, 
who  have,  undoubtedly,  I think,  the  deepest  interest  in  the  poor  people  committed  to  their 
care,  the  relations  of  their  friends  and  humble  neighbours,  that  liberty  should  be  given  to 
them  of  appointing  or  not  appointing  chaplains  as  they  might  deem  expedient.  Ikave  no 
wish,  recollect,  to  interfere  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  power  to  appoint  chaplains,  or  any  ol 
the  higher  officers  here ; in  point  of  fact,  for  the  reason  already  stated,  I wish  the  power  to 
remain  with  him.  I think  the  arrangement  protects  us  from  being  influenced  in  those  matters 
by  our  local  feelings  and  prepossessions;  but  I think  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  only 
appoint  chaplains  on  application  from  the  Board  of  Governors.  Whenever  such  an  applica- 
tion is  made,  I think  the  Lord  Lieutenant  should  appoint  chaplains.  I wish  to  put  this  as 
a preliminary  statement  to  show  that  it  is  not  on  the  subject  of  chaplains  at  all,  though  we 
have  our  feelings  on  the  subject,  that  we  wish  to  give  any  opposition;  but  that  it  is  m 
relation  to  our  own  peculiar  locality;  and  our  knowledge  of  this  locality  is  such,  I think,  as 
to  enable  us  to  speak  authoritatively.  , . 

I will  now  state  the  origin  of  this  question.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hincks  has  stated  truly  t a 
it  was  first  mooted  in  1834.  The  regulation  that  was  then  made  was  carried  on,  1 thin . , 
without  complaint,  until  1849  or  1850,  when — and  I speak  it  with  perfect  respect  to 
gentleman — Dr.  White,  the  Inspector  of  Asylums,  at  a meeting  of  our  Board  here,  state 
us,  that  chaplains  were  generally  being  appointed,  or  had  been  appointed  in  the  asylums,  an 
that  he  hoped  we  would  concur  in  making  similar  appointments.  There  was  no  entry  ma 
upon  our  minutes — it  was  a simple  conversation;  but  Dr.  Mant’s  regulation  was,1^aCji°Vr(i 
to  Dr.  White,  and  it  was  stated,  that  we  had  no  desire  to  alter  that  arrangement.  We  he 
nothing  therefore,  in  relation  to  it,  until  the  year  1851,  to  which  reference  has  already  oe 
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made,  when  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a chapel,  and  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  came  Belfast. 

before  the  Board  of  Governors  for  the  first  time,  on  the  occasion  of  the  plans  for  the  new  BelfasTBistrict 

buildings  being  brought  under  their  consideration — that  is  to  say,  it  was  then  officially,  for  Asylum. 

the  first  time,  laid  before  us.  It  had  been  spoken  of  previously.  A remarkable  feature  in  Rev,  Henry  Mont- 
tliis  chapel  was,  that  it  was  to  contain  270  persons ; and  we  thought  that  rather  a large  gomery,  ll.d. 
building  for  the  accommodation  of  three  or  four,  or  five  people  of  any  denomination  that  The  general  question 
might  be  able  to  attend.  We  then  deemed  it  necessary  to  remonstrate  against  this,  though  °f  Chaplmiw 
we°felt,  in  point  of  fact,  that  any  remonstrance  against  any  arrangement  of  the  Board  of  Asylums;  religious 
Works,  from  our  past  experience  of  them,  was  likely  to  be  entirely  unproductive.  We  did  ministrations; 
specially  debate  the  question  at  several  unusually  large  meetings,  and  many  votes  were  taken  Gwenim  Board  0 
and  always  with  the  same  result,  that  of  a decided  negative.  The  proposition  was  conse- 
quently supposed  to  have  been  abandoned  by  the  authorities — that  is,  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

the  mind  of  the  Board  being  so  unmistakably  adverse  to  the  principle.  The  question  was, 

however,  again  unexpectedly  re-opened,  owing  to  the  actual  appointment  of  a Presbyterian 
Chaplain,  in  February,  1853,  when  the  whole  matter  was  re-discussed  with  the  utmost 
deliberation,  and  again  finally,  and  all  but  unanimously,  rejected.  As  much  interest  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  attached  to  a question  replete  with  the  gravest  importance  to  the 
institution,  there  is  given  a summary  of  the  proceedings,  the  same  commencing  with  the 
minutes  from  the  time  the  point  was  first  mooted  at  the  Board,  and  continuing  consecutively 
to  the  present  period.  I have  this  summary  here,  which  I shall  be  ready  at  any  time  to 
hand  in.  At  a special  meeting  of  the  Governors,  held  on  Thiu'sday,  the  11th  September,  1851, 
the  plans  of  the  new  buildings  being  laid  on  the  table,  and  explained  by  Mr.  Lanyon,  and 
folly  examined  and  considered  by  the  Board,  it  was  resolved: — 

« That  seeing  a chapel  lias  been  marked  down  on  the  plans,  by  direction  of  the  Board  of  Works,  as 
one  of  the  new  buildings,  this  meeting  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  expediency  of  its  erection  should  be 
specially  considered  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  that  such  be  notified  in  the  summonses  calling 
the  same.” 

The  next  meeting  occurred  in  October,  and  it  was  then  resolved: — 

“ That  after  mature  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  population  of  this  district,  the 
Board  are  of  opinion,  that  the  system  of  religious  instruction  adopted  on  the  3rd  March,  1834,  (the 
Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  presiding),  ami  which  has  hitherto  been  found  so  successful,  should  be 
continued ; and  that,  consequently,  the  erection  of  a chapel,  which  seems  to  involve  the  appointment 
of  a numerous  staff  of  chaplains,  and  the  probable  introduction  of  religious  controversy  and  excitement 
among  the  patients,  is  inexpedient." 

At  a meeting  of  the  Governors,  held  on  Monday,  November  3,  1851,  there  was  read  a 
letter,  dated  21st  ultimo,  received  from  Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  stating  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant (Lord  Clarendon),  having  had  under  consideration  the  Board’s  resolution  of  the  6th 
ultimo,  respecting  the  inexpediency  of  the  erection  of  the  proposed  chapel,  in  connexion  with 
the  other  intended  new  buildings,  did  not  feel  that  he  could  concur  in  the  opinion  the  Board 
had  adopted.  Dr.  White,  who  attended  that  Board,  having  entered  at  large  into  the  propriety 
of  the  Board  rescinding  the  above  referred  to  resolution,  and  a lengthened  discussion  having 
followed,  it  was  ultimately  resolved: — 

“That  at  the  next  monthly  meeting  this  Board  shall  be  specially  summoned  to  consider  the  above 
letter  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  (Lord  Clarendon),  relative  to  the  erection  of  a chapel ; and  also  the 
propriety  of  appointing  chaplains  for  the  religious  instruction  and  comfort  of  the  several  classes  of  the 
inmates  of  this  asylum.” 

We  took  abundance  of  time  you  will  perceive.  The  next  meeting  was  held  on  the  1st 
December  following,  when  it  was  proposed : — 

“That  the  Board’s  resolution  of  the  6th  October  last  bo  re-affirmed  by  this  meeting  and  that  the 
statement  now  submitted,  assigning  reasons  for  its  re-adoption,  be  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.’ 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  this  resolution,  by  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  and 
Dromore,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  B.  Monsell,  and  that  amendment  was  as  follows  : 

“ That  inasmuch  as  the  appointment  of  chaplains  in  other  hospitals  for  the  insane  has  been  found 
beneficial  to  the  inmates,  and  has  not  been  found  to  produce  any  injurious  effects,  we  resolve  to  express 
our  approbation  of  his  Excellency’s  intention  to  appoint  chaplains  in  the  Belfast  hospital  for  the 
insane.” 

The  amendment  was  put ; when  the  voters  for  it  were,  the  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor, 

Mr.  Monsell,  Dr.  Denvir,  who  was  chairman— we  allowed  him  to  vote,  and  we  allowed  the 
minority  always  to  vote  under  protest — and  there  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edgar,  making  a total  of 
four  in  favour  of  the  amendment.  Against  it  were,  Messrs.  Bruce,  Crawford,  and  M'Cance ; 
the  Mayor  of  Belfast,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery  Messrs.  Gnmshaw,  Blackiston  Houston, 

Tennent,  Clarke,  and  Dunville,  ten  in  all.  The  amendment  being  declared  lost,  the  original 
motion  was  then  put,  and  the  votes  for  it  were  those  of  the  last-named  ten  Governors;,  and 
against  it  those  of  the  above  four  supporters  of  the  amendment.  .The  motion  was  accordingly 
declared  carried.  You  see,  therefore,  the  deliberation,  with  which  every  thing  was  entered 
into ; and  every  document  that  we  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenmit  on  the  subject  was  perfectly 
known  to  the  gentlemen  who  conscientiously  opposed  our  views  at  the  Board.  I am  sorry 
to  say  that  we  did  not  experience  quite  so  much  courtesy  on  the  other  side.  It  was  stated 
to  you  to-day  by  the  excellent  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  that  they  put  forward  memorials. 

We  never  saw  them— we  did  not  hear  of  them  until  afterwards,  indirectly ; we  knew  nothing 
of  their  contents.  They  might  produce  what  impression  they  were  calculated  to  produce, 
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and  they  evidently  did  produce  a great  impression  upon  the  Government ; and  when  we  annli  rl 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  copies  of  those  memorials,  in  some  unaccountable  way  the  favour 


Rev.  Henry  Mont  • 
gomery,  ll.d. 


of  the  appointment 


was  not  conferred  upon  us.  I mention  this  to  show  that  eveiy  act  that  we  did  as  the  maioritv 
of  the  Board  was  perfectly  clear  and  above  board,  and  I do  not  accuse  the  excellent  bishop 
who  is  here  (the  Lord  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  and  Dromore),  of  doing  any  thing  unworthv 
isingenuous.  I state  the  thing  simply  as  a fact,  that  the  minority  knew  every  thing 
or  cna  nuns  to  which  we  had  put  forward  on  the  subject ; that  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  knew  every  thing 
Asylums;  religious  which  we  had  put  forward,  and  we  desired  that  the  Inspectors  should  know  every  thin  a-;  but 
ministrations ; every  thing  that  the  Inspectors  and  the  other  party  put  forward  to  the  Government  when 
Governors' Board  of  we  were  not  present,  we  were  entirely  ignorant  of.  Some  time  after,  in  February,  1852,  a 
letter  was  received,  dated  12th  January  in  the  same  year,  from  Sir  William  Somerville  Bait; 
Chief  Secretary,  transmitting,  by  direction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a copy  of  a report  of  the 
Inspector's,  in  reply  to  the  Board’s  statement  of  December  before,  and  stating  that  his  Ex- 
cellency folly  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  chaplains  being  appointed  to  the  asylum ; and 
thereupon  it  was  ordered  that  the  consideration  of  both  of  the  above  documents  be  postponed 
till  next  meeting,  which  was  to  be  specially  summoned  for  that  purpose.  The  reference  here 
is  to  a memorial  that  had  been  presented  by  us  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  requesting  him  not 
to  appoint  chaplains,  and  the  memorial  was  properly  laid  before  the  Inspectors  for  their 


3 report  of  1853,  at  page  22,  at  sequentia.  Our  memorial  to  which  the  replication  was 
made,  was  published  in  that  report ; hut  I have  to  advert  to  a remai'kable  circumstance  that 
occurred.  It  was  in  February  before  this  that  we  made  an  application  to  Lord  Eglinton’s 
successor,  to  Lord  St.  Germans,  and  sent  a memorial  containing  our  arguments,  as  we  con- 
ceived, and  a refutation  of  the  statements  made  in  the  report  of  May,  1853.  In  February, 
or  early  in  March  of  that  year,  we  gave  in  our  replication  to  the  report.  Strange  to  say,  our 
reply  was  not  published,  though  it  was  in  their  hands,  and  although  we  took  up,  nearly 
seriatim , the  arguments  which  they  had  used  in  opposition  to  our  views ; and  we  then  sent 
a memorial  requesting  that  our  replication  might  be  ordered  by  Parliament  to  be  printed. 
This  in  some  way  was  refused,  and  we  never  had  an  opportunity  except  in  this  pamphlet 
form  I have  before  me,  and  which  was  presented  to  the  Grand  Juries,  of  laying  our  views  on 
the  subject  before  the  world.  This,  of  course,  was  a very  limited  way  of  giving  circulation 
to  our  opinions.  The  other  was  a Parliamentary  document  sent  over  the  whole  country,  pub- 
lished in  every  newspaper.  The  replication  which  we  made  was  a statement  of  what  I have 
already  referred  to,  as  to  the  origin  of  this  chaplaincy  question,  and  we  then  went  on  to  sav 
to  Lord  St.  Germans : — 


“Without  denying  the  reasonable  consideration  duo  to  the  opinions  of  clergymen  (although  wo 
believe  them  to  be,  like  other  men,  subject  to  professional  bias),  we  respectfully  solicit  your  Excellency’s 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  of  the  nine  clerical  members  of  the  Board,  only  four,  and  one  of  them  a non- 
resident in  the  district,  supported  the  proposition  of  the  Inspoctors.  On  the  other  hand,  with  the 
exception  of  one  very  aged  and  most  respectable  gentleman,  who  remained  neutral,  every  lay  Governor 
ardently  opposed  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  not  merely  as  inexpedient,  but  as  almost  certain  to 
become,  owing  to  antagonistic  religions  and  political  feelings  in  Down  and  Antrim,  a source  of  serious 
injury  to  the  patients,  and  a ground  of  irritation  in  tlio  public  mind.” 

If  chaplains  should  he  forced  upon  us  by  any  external  authority,  it  will  alienate,  I know, 
to  a very  great  extent,  the  kind  feelings  of  the  people  towards  this  institution.  The  state- 
ment to  Lord  St.  Germans  continues : — 


“ With  regard  to  tho  decidedly  pernicious  tendency  of  systematized  religious  instruction  by  several 
chaplains  in  the  same  asylum,  where  the  patients  must  immediately  afterwards  converse  with  each 
other  in  the  grounds  or  corridors,  we  have  never  entertained  one  moment’s  doubt.  On  this  point  our 
convictions  have  been  strengthened  by  the  writings  of  distinguished  medical  authorities  iu  several 
countries.  By  the  decided  opinion  of  the  late  truly  eminent  Dr.  M'Donnell,  our  first  visiting  physician 
(father  of  John  M'Donnell),  and  of  his  almost  equally  eminent  successor,  the  late  Dr.  Thompson ; by 
tho  strongly  expressed  views  of  our  present  visiting  physician,  Dr.  M'Cormac,  who  has  read  almost 
every  published  treatise  upon  insanity,  and  who  has  himself  written  sovcral  works  on  the  physical  and 
mental  constitution  of  man  ■ and  finally,  above  all,  our  convictions  have  been  corroborated  by  the  un- 
hesitating opinion  of  Dr.  Stewart,  our  most  faithful  and  most  successful  manager,  and  resident 
physician,  during  the  last  eighteen  years — a gentleman  whose  theoretical  information  is  both  accurate 
and  extensive,  and  whose  vast  practical  knowledge,  aided  by  his  perfect  acquaintance  with  our  social 
condition,  entitles  his  views  upon  the  question,  as  we  sincerely  believe,  to  higher  consideration  than 
those  of  any  other  individual  in  this  country.” 

That  is  still  our  view.  Our  statement  proceeds: 

. , We  are  not  unaware  that  several  eminent  and  experienced  physicians  have  sanctioned  religious 

instruction  as  a medical  aid” — J 

This  is  all  that  has  ever  been  said  for  it — 

“ 13  .a  medical  aid  in  certain  convalescent  cases  and  under  certain  conditions  ; and  we  know  that  on 
these  opinions  our  zealous  Inspectors  prominently  relied  in  their  elaborate  report  to  Lord  Clarendon, 
dated  31st  December.  1851 . We  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency,  however,  that  not  one  of  the 
opinions  cited,  bears  distinctly  upon  the  case  of  tho  Belfast  Asylum,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a 
very  qualified  statement  made  by  Dr.  Eogan,  of  Derry,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1845.  All  the  other 
statements  evidently  refer  to  places  where  one  chaplain  alone  is  employed,  and  where,  consequently, 
no  excitement  can  be  produced,  either  by  controversial  preaching,  or  by  the  very  presence  of  several 
chaplains  connected  with  the  antagonistic  sects  out  of  doors;  whilst  every  opinion  is  guarded  by  the 
earnest  deprecation  of  sectarian,  exciting,  or  gloomy  discourses;  by  showing  that  religion  should  be 
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administered  as  far  as  possible,  in  conformity  with  the  soothing  influence  of  family  usages,  and  setting 
it  down  as  a sine  qua  non,  that  even  the  one  chaplain  should  be  a man  carefully  selected  for  his  piety 
prudence,  gentleness,  and  moderation.”  r J ’ 

In  relation  to  this  opinion  of  ours,  it  would  be  invidious  for  me,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
to  state,  that  some  of  the  chaplains— though  highly  respectable,  there  was  not  the  slightest 
imputation  against  them — were  very  young  ministers  in  their  churches — one,  I think,  a mere 
youth  just  licensed  and  out  of  college : the  condition,  therefore,  to  which  I have  referred  was 
not  fulfilled  in  these  appointments  so  as  to  make  the  gentlemen  put  forward  as  chaplains 
such  as  would  render  the  office  at  least  not  injurious.  But  to  resume  the  statement  to  Lord 
St.  Germans : — 

“Now,  we  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency,  that  all  the  advantages  contemplated  in  the  most 
favourable  circumstances  have  been  virtually  attained  in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  under  Bishop  Mant’s 
judicious  regulation.  Ministers  of  their  own  communion  have,  in  cases  of  sickness,  and  at  other  times 
when  desired,  attended  patients  mentally  convalescent ; whilst  those  more  perfectly  restored  to  health 
have  been  not  only  permitted,  but  encouraged  to  visit  their  respective  places  of  worship,  in  company 
with  a respectable  attendant.  But  should  your  Excellency  appoint  three,  or  in  the  exercise  of  a strict 
impartiality,  seven  chaplains  (as  our  inmates  belong  to  seven  denominations)” 

I think  we  had  seven  denominations  here — 

“—we  most  respectfully  maintain,  that  the  very  fact  of  such  appointments,  to  please  different  sects, 
would  not  merely  imply  the  propriety,  but  induce  the  practice,  of  sectarian  preaching,  and  thus  disturb 
the  delightful  harmony  which  has  uniformly  pervaded  our  asylum,  and  produced  those  happy  results 
to  which  for  a moment  we  solicit  your  Excellency’s  attention.” 

Then  come  testimonials  respecting  the  state  of  the  asylum  from  the  two  Inspectors,  and 
you  will  see  how  much  weight  is  to  be  attached  to  them.  Under  date  June  5th,  1849, 
Dr.  Nugent  says : — 

“ On  my  inspection  of  the  Belfast  Lunatic  Asylum  this  day,  I found  the  house  itself  in  the  usual 
state  of  order  and  cleanliness  ; whilst  the  patients,  judiciously  employed,  and  carefully  attended  to, 
reflect  the  greatest  credit  oil  the  resident  physician,  Dr.  Stewart.  This  being  my  first  visit  since  the 
death  of  our  late  amiable  and  highly  iuformed  attendant  physician,  Dr.  Thompson,  I deem  it  but 
justice  to  his  memory  to  state  that,  with  the  utmost  professional  care  of  the  inmates  of  this  establish- 
ment, he  conducted  himself  with  a delicacy  towards  the  Governors,  &c.,  and  various  officers  of  the 
Belfast  District  Asylum,  so  as  to  command  their  unqualified  respect  and  admiration. 

“John  Nugent.” 


“September  27,  1851. — I have  inspected  the  asylum  this  day,  and  have  only  to  express  the 
greatest  satisfaction  at  finding  it  in  such  admirable  order  and  state  of  cleanliness.  The  patients 
appeared  very  happy  and  comfortable,  and  nearly  all  employed  at  their  respective  works. 

“ Fbanois  White,  Inspector-General  of  Asylums.” 

One  more  testimonial  from  Dr.  Nugent,  to  which  I especially  request  your  attention : — 

“May  4,  1852. — Inspected  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum  this  day  and  yesterday,  and  have 
every  reason  to  express  my  unqualified  satisfaction,  as  a Government  officer,  with  the  details  of  its 
management,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  institution ; the  comfort  and  tranquillity  of  the 
patients  afford  the  truest  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the  attention  and  care  bestowed  on  them  by 
the  resident  physician  superintendent,  Dr.  Stewart,  as  well  as  by  the  matron.  Dr.  M'Cormac,  who  is 
most  regular  in  his  visitations,  gives  the  benefit  of  his  professional  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the 
inmates ; and  hence  the  Belfast  Asylum  is  particularly  fortunato  in  the  per  centage  of  its  recoveries. 
No  Board  is  more  fully  attended  in  Ireland  than  that  of  this  asylum  : it  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to 
observe  on  its  fiscal  condition. 

“John  Nugent.” 

Now,  I have  a most  important  document  to  lay  before  you,  emanating  from  those  gentle- 
men. In  the  Report  of  1853  the  worthy  Inspectors  have  supplied  us  with  other  and 
irresistible  evidence,  in  favour  of  the  wisdom  and  success  of  the  course  of  medical  and 
moral  treatment  hitherto  pursued  in  our  asylum.  In  their  clear  and  accurate  “Return 
of  cases  ciu'ed  and  improved  in  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  during  the 
years  ending  March,  1850  and  1851,”  we  find  that  Belfast  stands  eminently  above  all  the 
others,  both  in  regard  to  cures  and  improvement.  Here  is  my  table.  The  total  number 
of  inmates  in  the  two  years  that  I have  named  in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  was  793;  of  those 
133  were  cured,  or  a per  centage  of  16§.  Those  improved  amounted  to  50,  the  per 
centage  being  6J,  making  a total,  cured  and  improved,  of  38  per  cent.,  and  a fraction 
over.  Now  I come  to  Londonderry  Asylum,  the  much  praised  one  by  the  Inspectors,  and 
much  praised  as  we  have  had  it  from  our  excellent  bishop  to-day.  The  numbers  in  the 
same  years  in  the  Londonderry  Asylum  were  621 ; there  were  cured  92,  being  14^  per 
cent. ; number  improved,  only  12,  the  per  centage  being  two ; making  instead  of  our  per 
centage  of  23  and  a fraction  over,  merely  16f,  or  thereabouts,  of  cured  and  improved 
cases.  I then  go  to  Ballinasloe,  which  passed  a great  eulogium  to-day  upon  chaplains.  It 
had  the  benefit  of  chaplains ; and  you  will  see  the  great  results  that  proceeded  from  the 
soothing  and  delightful  influence  that  religion  produces,  and  where  there  was  nothing  but 
harmony  and  good  will.  That  asylum  had  769  cases  in  the  same  period,  the  number 
cured  59,  or  7$  or  7f  per  centage,  less  than  one-half  of  our  un-chaplained  establishment ; 
number  improved  only  4,  making  a general  average  of  cured  and  improved  8 per  cent,  and  a 
fraction  over.  I come  to  another  chaplained  asylum,  and  it  is  the  last  I will  give  you,  the 
Richmond  asylum.  It  had  801  cases ; 83  were  cured,  being  10£  per  cent,  and  17  improved, 
making  a total  per  centage  of  12A-  cured  aud  improved.  Now  I hold  that  those  facts  are 
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infinitely  above  all  the  theories  that  ever  could  he  delivered  or  propounded  by  mortal 
man,  and  infinitely  above  tire  replies  which  the  learned  bishop  received  from  the 
managers  of  establishments,  who,  I dare  say,  are  perfectly  honest  and  worthy  men,  but 
who,  in  all  the  documents  that  he  read,  spoke  of  nothing  decidedly,  and  who,  no  doubt 
did  not  wish  to  cut  off  the  worthy  chaplains  from  their  comfortable  salaries.  What  the 
manager  of  the  Waterford  Asylum  said  was,  that  he  “ did  not  perceive  any  bad  results.” 
I find  that  Maryborough  said  there  was  “ no  injury.”  Well,  that  is  not  a very 
strong  testimonial — that,  indeed,  it  was  salutary  whilst  they  were  engaged  in  it.  From 
Limerick,  I think,  there  is  very  little  said.  Carlow  tells  us  it  was  looked  forward 
to  with  pleasure.  I believe  it.  The  very  excitement  of  chaplains  coming  would  be 
delightful — the  bustle,  the  pressure,  the  crowding  forward  of  the  patients  to  get  them- 
selves admitted,  would,  as  a matter  of  course,  give  them  the  highest  satisfaction — the  very 
thing  that  the  lunatics  delight  in.  I need  not  refer  to  Londonderry,  for  I have  referred 
to  it  already.  In  Ballinasloe  there  are  two  chaplains,  and  I have  shown  you  the  result 
of  their  ministrations.  In  Cork  I could  have  shown  you  the  same.  From  Clonmel  and 
Armagh  there  are  no  returns.  Now  the  bishop  stated  that  in  this  asylum,  or  rather 
it  was  stated  in  the  memorial  that  he  read  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  no  bad  effect  had 
sprung  from  the  admission  of  chaplains  here.  I wish,  before  I proceed  further,  to  read 
you  the  resolution  of  this  Board  of  Governors,  passed  on  the  5th  of  February,  1855. 
The  minute  contains  several  matters,  first  with  regard  to  the  law- suit,  and  then  it  comes 
to  the  resolution.  The  Board  having  considered  the  opinion  of  counsel  which  was  laid 
before  them,  the  following,  amongst  other  resolutions,  was  adopted:  — 

“ That  our  experience,  duriug  the  last  twelvemonths,  so  far  from  proving  the  admission  of  the 
three  reverend  gentlemen  to  have  been  salutary  and  comfortable,  has  shown  it  to  have  been  in 
several  ways,  decidedly  inexpedient,  and  injurious  ; and,  consequently,  although  sincerely  reluctant 
to  oppose  any  desire  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  we  feel  ourselves  compelled,  by  an  imperative  sentiment 
of  duty  to  the  poor  inmates  of  this  asylum,  and  to  the  public  at  large,  to  direct,  as  we  now  do, 
our  solicitors,  Messrs.  Davison  and  Torrens,  to  make  a suitable  return  to  the  mandamus,  recently  issued 
by  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  seeing  that  the  legiil  position  we  contend  for  has  been  sanctioned  by 
the  concurrent  opinion  of  four  eminent  counsel,  in  deliberate  consultation.” 

This  is  signed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke,  as  chairman.  I now  pass  on  to  show  you  that 
the  other  seven  asylums,  of  which  I had  given  no  calculation  or  statement  as  to  then’  cures 
and  improvements,  would  show  in  each  case  results  similar  to  the  others  I have  mentioned; 
but  we  have  selected  Londonderry  as  the  model,  placed  before  Lord  Clarendon  by  the 
Inspectors,  to  prove  the  advantage  derived  from  the  “soothing  and  salutary”  influences  of 
religion,  under  “three  most  judicious  clergymen;”  and  the  result  is,  that  in  Belfast  upwards 
of  37  per  cent,  more  persons  are  cured  and  improved  than  in  Londonderry.  The  case  of 
Ballinasloe  is  still  more  striking,  where  there  is  possibly  but  one  chaplain,  certainly  not 
more  than  two;  the  proportion  of  cures  in  Belfast  being  greater  by  very  nearly  three  to 
one.  The  great  Richmond  Asylum,  with  all  its  chaplains,  confers  advantage  upon  very 
little  more  than  one  half  the  proportionate  number  that  receive  benefit  in  Belfast.  In  our 
memorial,  from  which  I have  already  read,  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans,  we  say:— 

“These  facts,  we  respectfully  state,  are  irresistible  proofs  of  the  practical  good  resulting  from  the 
system  which  we  have  hitherto  pursued ; for  the  inspectors  could  not  deny  them.” 

The  Inspectors  were  present  at  our  interview,  and  they  could  not  deny  them. 

“And  though,  undoubtedly,  very  able  and  ingenious  men,  they  novor  even  attempted  to  explain 
them.  If  it  bo  alleged  that  the  transcendent  skill  and  caro  of  our  two  physicians  Lave  produced  a 
result  so  remarkable,  and  not  the  absence  of  authoritative  and  systematic  religious  teaching;  we  then 
deferentially  submit  that  such  a fact  ought  to  give  a paramount  weight  to  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
our  medical  officers.  Wo  believe,  how  over,  that  iD  reality,  the  gratifying  success  of  our  asylum  has 
emanated  from  the  happy  co-operation,  of  two  great  causes — professional  skill  and  the  judicious,  though 
not  authoritative,  inculcation  of  religion.” 

Now,  sir,  I believe  it  will  be  most  convenient  in  this  statement  of  mine  to  show  you 
what  was  the  “soothing  and  salutary  effect”  said  to  have  resulted  from  having  religious 
instruction  here.  "We  admitted  the  chaplains,  as  you  have  already  heard  to  day,  though 
not  as  chaplains,  in  deference  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  we  admitted  them  in  reality  also 
for  the  purpose  of  experiment ; having,  as  1 can  say  for  every  gentleman  who  joined  with 
me,  no  indisposition  to  have  chaplains  if  they  were  proved  to  be  practically  useful.  I now 
give  you  the  results,  at  the  end  of  the  chaplains’  ministrations,  as  taken  from  the  Report  of 
the  same  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  for  the  year  1855.  During  the  years  1854  and  1855, accord- 
ing to  the  last  biennial  return  of  the  Government  Inspectors,  the  total  number  of  inmates 
in  the  Belfast  Asylum  was  676,  cured  83,  or  12f  per  cent.  That  is  a diminution  of  one- 
fourth  from  our  former  cures ; improved,  38  or  5f  per  cent.,  a diminution  also,  leaving  our 
per  centage  of  cures  and  improvements  only  17f  per  cent.,  in  place  of  upwards  of  24  per 
cent.  In  the  same  period  there  were  in  the  Londonderry  Asylum,  475  inmates;  cured,  89,  or 
17£  per  cent.;  improved,  9,  or  If  per  cent.;  making  a total  of  19£  cured  and  improved. 
That  is  placing  them  two  per  cent.,  on  the  whole,  above  us,  while  they  had  formerly  been 
below  us.  In  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum,  for  the  same  time,  out  of  763  inmates  there  were  98 
cured,  or  12  per  cent.;  improved,  2,  making  on  the  whole  an  average  of  cured  and 
improved  of  12f  per  cent.  Richmond  had,  on  the  whole,  14  per  cent. ; and  a strange  fact,  that 
the  asylum  which  had  no  chaplains,  and  to  which  I shall  very  shortly  advert,  to  show  you 
that  it  had  steadily  resisted,  and  I believe  will  resist,  the  appointment  of  chaplains — that  the 
Armagh  Asylum,  out  of  the  small  number  of  404  patients,  cured  84,  or  20f  per  cent.,  and 
improved  40  or  10  per  cent.,  making  up  a total  of  cured  and  improved  cases  the  enormous 
aggregate  of  30f  per  cent.  Before  we  were  blest  here  with  the  presence  of  chaplains,  we 
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were  quite  at  the  head  of  all  the  asylums  in  Ireland  in  our  cures.  According  to  the  statement 
of  the  Inspectors  themselves,  our  establishment  was  in  every  way  beautifully  managed;  but 
when  we  came  to  have  experience  of  the  chaplains,  we  dwindled  down,  so  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  instead  of  my  friend  Dr.  Stewart,  like  a good  horseman  riding  the  first  horse,  he  is 
now  somewhere  away  in  the  “ruck" — third,  fourth,  or  fifth  of  the  asylums  in  Ireland.  I 
here  put  before  you  those  incontrovertible  facts  and  figures;  let  mortal  man  answer  them 
if  he  can  in  any  other  way.  To  me  it  is  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon-day  that  our  propor- 
tion of  cures  sunk  down  from  the  tremendous  excitement  that  was  produced  in  this  place, 
not  only  by  the  ministrations  of  chaplains,  but  by — I do  not  wish  to  express  it — the 
encouragement  that  seemed  to  be  given  to  certain  domestics  here  to  rebel  against  the 
matron  and  the  manager,  because  they  believed  that  there  was  an  external  power  greater 
than  the  powers  within  the  asylum.  I might  refer  to  the  most  shocking  case  of  persecution 
that  ever  was  attempted,  against  two  of  the  best  officers  that  ever  served  the  public,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Stewart,  and  that  occupied  us  here  in  an  investigation  of  eleven  days,  six  or  seven 
hours  each  day.  When  we  had  considered  the  charges  of  malversation  and  neglect  of 
duty  against  Dr.  Stewart,  every  one  of  which  we  went  into  to  the  fullest  extent  upon  any 
testimony  that  was  offered,  the  witnesses  actually  aided,  as  we  know,  by  legal  advice;  and 
the  result  was,  that  of  the  eleven  charges,  which  could  easily  he  referred  to — and  it  would 
be  worth  your  while  to  look  to  the  matter  and  see  the  effect  of  your  chaplaincy  appoint- 
ments— the  result,  I s.ay,  was,  that  we  declared  of  the  eleventh  and  last  charge,  (and  it  was 
unanimously  declared  by  a full  Board,  Dr.  Denvir,  the  Boman  Catholic  Bishop,  being 
present),  that  this  accusation,  like  all  its  precursors,  was  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious. 
That  was  one  of  the  blessed  fruits  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains. 

8035.  Chairman — It  is  not  very  clear  that  that  was  the  fruit  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains. 
There  is  no  necessity,  in  the  heat  of  excitement,  for  embarrassing  our  minutes  with  those 
statements.  In  our  memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  we  referred  to  the  appointment  of 
chaplains  as  producing  the  evil.  I wish  to  lay  before  you  my  view  of  the  case.  Now,  sir, 
there  were  authorities  quoted,  and  authorities  have  been  given  to  day,  and  authorities  were 
given,  as  you  will  find,  by  the  Inspectors’  reports;  and  I really  feel  pained  to  ask  you  to 
listen  to  this  very  long  statement  of  authorities  I hold  in  my  hand,  but  they  are  here 
printed,  and,  if  you  choose,  let  them  he  inserted  on  your  minutes  as  read. 

8030.  Chairman. — Let  it  be  so. — Witness.  One  is  from  Mr.  Jackson,  manager  of  the 
Armagh  Asylum,  that  most  successful  of  managers,  in  which  he  shows  that  religious  in- 
struction was  tried  by  the  asylum  and  that  it  was  discontinued.  No  testimony  could  he 
stronger.  [Same  is  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows] : — 

“Armagh  District  Asylum,  16th  February,  1853. 

“To  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  insane,  and  to  be  enabled  to  form  just  ideas  of  their 
character,  and  the  treatment  suited  to  each  case,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  reside  amongst  them. 
After  a residence  of  thirty-four  years,  and  tlio  whole  of  that  period  devoted  to  their  moral  treatment, 
I am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  to  the  resident  officers  of  our  asylums  and  their  staff  are  we  solely  to 
look  for  the  judicious  and  successful  treatment  of  the  inmates  and  character  of  the  asylums.  I am 
equally  convinced  that  the  interference  of  daily  or  casual  visitors,  or  undue  interference  of  non- 
resident officers,  is  sure  to  prove  most  injurious,  producing  excitement,  when  to  calm  and  tranquillize 
is  of  so  much  importance.  Strong  proof  of  this  view  could  be  brought  forward.  I recollect  a 
visiting  physician  to  one  of  our  asylums,  who  felt  an  interest  in  being  what  be  conceived  useful  to  the 
patients,  but  who  committed  a great  error,  in  over  conversation  with  them,  and  in  consequence  it  took 
a day  and  night  to  calm  the  excitement  produced. 

“ As  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  I am  perfectly  convinced  that  their  interference  with  all 
recent  and  curable  cases  would  prove  most  injudicious,  for  it  is  an  established  fact,  that  the  cure  of  the 
insane  depends  on  knowing  how  to  let  them  alone.  We  had  a trial  here  of  the  effects  produced  by  a 
benevolent  and  excellent  clergyman  of  the  Ohurch  of  England  : be  attended  for  some  time,  and  a 
most  judicious  soloction  was  made,  I think  the  number  of  patients  was  six ; but  be  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  liis  continuing  the  practice  was  worse  than  useless.” 

“ Thomas  Jackson.” 

The  next  is  from  one  of  the  most  evangelical  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Belfast,  who  tried  the  experiment  of  religious  instruction  here;  aDd  I would  implore  of 
every  gentleman  who  has  got  strong  opinions  on  the  subject  to  read  the  testimony  of 
that  man.  [Same  is  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows] : — 

“February  1853. 

“ Having  been  requested  by  some  wlio  are  interested  in  the  question  at  present  pending  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  to  the  Belfast  District  Asylum,  to  state  concisely  my  views 
on  that  point,  as  grounded  on  some  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  that  institution  and  its  inmates, 
I readily  accede  to  the  suggestion,  not  only'as  one  having  a deep  interest  in  the  afflicted  class 
principally  concerned,  but  from  an  anxiety  to  afford  any  information  in  my  power  with  reference  to 
a matter  which  has  become,  in  a good  measure,  one  of  public  interest.  With  respect  to  the  subject, 
generally  considered,  there  may,  and  doubtless  there  do  exist  difficulties  to  be  met  by  a prudent 
dealing  with  cases  as  they  may  arise.  I can  easily  imagine  a combination  of  circumstances,  which 
Jmght  render  such  an  appointment  as  a chaplain  to  such  an  institution  a matter  perhaps  necessary, 
even  though  not  desirable.  It  would  at  least  be  presumptuous  for  one  but  partially  informed  on  such 
cases  to  express  a decided  opinion,  although,  I must  confess,  that  from  all  that  I have  either  seen  or 
read  on  the  matter,  I would  bo  strongly  disposed  to  consider  any  such  appointment  as  better  calculated 
to  form  the  exception  than  the  rule.  With  respect,  however,  to  the  Belfast  Asylum,  I have  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  I consider  the  appointment  of  chaplains  thereto  most  undesirable.  . My 
reasons  for  so  stating  may  bo  briefly  given  as  follows  : — I have  been  acquainted  with  the  resident 
physician  of  the  district  asylum  for  a period  of  about  seventeen  years,  and  during  that  time  I hav  e had 
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frequent  occasions  of  witnessing  tlio  manner  in  which  the  treatment  of  the  insane  has  been  conducted 
by  him.  It  is  only  justice  to  state,  that  this  treatment  has  been  eminently  successful.  The  annual 
tabular  returns  (which  I always  peruse  with  much  interest)  will  of  themselves  prove  this.  Mv 
reason,  however,  for  forming  this  high  estimate  of  Dr.  Stewart’s  professional  ability  and  consequent 
success,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  is  drawn  not  ouly  from  these  sources,  but  from  the  fact  of  my 
having  been,  ministerially  and  otherwise,  acquainted  with  very  many  cases  under  his  care. 

“ Iu  some  of  these  cases  I have  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  patients,  as  well  as  by  my  own 
anxiety  for  their  restoration  to  reason,  to  visit  them  and  observe  their  progress — never,  indeed,  but 
witli  the  sanction  and  permission  of  the  physician,  Dr.  Stewart ; and  I feel  it  only  my  duty  to  state, 
that,  although  thus  permitted  to  visit,  and  to  have  such  intercourse  with  those  afflicted  individuals  as 
they  were  capable  of  appreciating,  iu  nearly  every  such  instance  I regretted  having  done  so— at  least, 
until  they  were,  in  a great  measure,  pronounced  convalescent  by  him.  I almost  invariably  found  my 
visit  to  toud  to  their  excitement  aud  consequent  injury.  More  or  less,  I believe  it  is  a generally 
admitted  fact  on  the  part  of  those  best  acquainted  with  the  psychological  phenomena,  that  insanity 
which  takes  what  is  called  a religious  form  is  among  the  worst  of  its  many  phases,  and  most  difficult 
of  treatment.  I think  it,  therefore,  a matter  but  of  common  seusc,  and  extensively  corroborated  by 
experience,  that  the  very  sight  of  a minister,  especially  ono  formerly  or  habitually  known  to  such 
patients,  by  its  necessary  connexion  with  the  latent  source  of  their  mental  disease,  has  a decided 
effect  towards  the  aggravation  of  that  disease.  I am  far  from  saying^  that  insane  persons  are  incapable 
of  moral  and  religious  impressions  j but  I am  also  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  introduction  of  such 
topics,  as  regards  time  and  manner,  ought  to  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  superintendent. 

“ If  he  be  properly  qualified  to  treat  his  patients,  I think  this  matter  may  safely  be  left  in  his  hands, 
especially  if  such  institutions  come  to  be  considered,  as  assuredly  they  ought,  not  places  of  restraint 
for  the  violent,  but  curative  ones  for  the  mentally  afflicted.  I may  add,  to  my  experience,  as  above 
given,  that  in  such  an  institution  as  that  at  Belfast,  where  the  patients  are  professors  of  so  many 
different  religious  creeds,  the  introduction  of  so  many  chaplains  as  would  be  rendered  necessary,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  idea,  if  at  all  entertained,  would  be  a most  disastrous  occurrence,  in  my  opinion. 

“In  England  or  Scotland,  or  in  any  otlier  localities,  whore,  perhaps,  the  services  of  a single  chaplain 
might  suffice,  if  such  an  appointment  were  productive  of  no  positive  good,  it  might  be  justly  considered 
as  at  least  a harmless,  if  not  an  interesting  experiment ; but  in  Ireland,  and  more  especially  in  our 
part  of  it,  and  above  all,  in  Belfast,  from  the  reason  just  adduced,  I cannot  but  consider  the  experi- 
ment a most  rash  one,  and  to  be  deprecated  by  all  who  have  the  interest  of  the  unhappy  class  of  our 
fellow-creatures  under  consideration  sincerely  at  heart. 

“ William  M'Ilwaine,  a.m.,  Incumbent  of  St.  George’s,  Belfast.” 


Tlie  next  is  an  extract  from  a review  on  insanity  and  hospitals  for  the  insane,  published 
in  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  in  November,  1851,  conducted  by  Dr. 
Ncligan.  [Same  is  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows] : — 

“We  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Kirkman  and  Dr.  Gheyne,  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  feel  called 
upon  here  to  state  our  belief,  that  it  is  one  of  the  monomanias  of  the  present  day,  the  extreme  to 
which  the  exercise  of  religion  is  carried  professionally  in  our  lunatic  institutions.  One,  or  at  the 
utmost,  two,  discreet  and  judicious  official  chaplains  to  administer  spiritual  comfort,  and  advice  in 
those  cases  deemed  by  the  resident  medical  superintendent  not  likely  to  be  prejudiced,  may,  perhaps, 
be  right  and  proper  j but  in  institutions  where  there  are  several  entirely  different  religious  denomina- 
tions, all  of  whom  would  necessarily  require. a distinct  chaplain — three  or  four,  perhaps,  according  to 
the  particular  locality — we  esteem  that  it  would  be  a positive  evil,  aud  more  likely  to  injure  than 
serve  the  patients. 

“ The  very  fact  of  three  or  four  different  kinds  of  religious  services  being  performed  each  Sunday, 
by  three  or  four  different  clergymen,  under  the  one  roof,  would,  in  a common  sense  view  of  the' matter, 
be  calculated  to  cause  no  small  excitement  oven  among  the  sane,  to  say  nothing  of  that  community 
being  composed  of  insane  individuals  ; and  the  Sunday,  instead  of  being  a day  of  rest,  would,  under 
such  circumstances,  become  one  of  more  than  ordinary  disquietude.” 

The  next  is  from  the  same  journal,  on  the  same  subject,  in  November,  1852.  [Same  is 
delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows] : — 

“ Professional  religious  instruction  in  a lunatic  asylum  is  a queestio  vexata  not  confined  to  Ireland 
alone,  where  there  are  so  many  angry  elements  owing  to  difference  of  creed,  to  cause  strife  and  conten- 
tion by  the  multiplication  of  chaplains,  hut  in  England  also,  with  hut  ono  form  of  religious  faith,  the 
propriety  of  chaplaincying  her  hospitals  for  the  insane  is  more  than  doubted.” 

The  following  is  what  the  eminent  physician  of  the  Suffolk  Asylum  says  on  this  point : — 
“The  subject  of  religious  instruction  is  too  delicate  to  he  discussed  in  an  ordinary  report.  It  will 
he  enough  to  convey  the  repeated  conviction,  that  to  he  really  effective,  'professional’  care  can  never 
supersede  ‘domestic’  instruction ; the  administration  should  be  in  that  guarded  manner  which  is  only 
learned  by  the  knowledge  of  the  existing  peculiarities  of  the  parties  addressed.  Moral  delinquencies 
may  arise  from  mental  idiosyncrasies,  which  need  great  forbearance,  and  a peculiarly  delicate  mode 
of  conveying  instruction  in  righteousness.  A patient  went  home  well,  whose  relapse,  after  a former 
discharge,  came  on,  as  he  expressed  it,  ‘ after  hearing  an  alarming  sermon  j’  his  morbid  conscientious- 
ness was  morbidly  acted  on,  and  he  left  the  church  to  cut  his  throat.  He  is  now  well  again. 

“We  have  ourselves  only  further  to  remark  on  the  foregoing,  that  we  feel  firmly  impressed  no  such 
office  as  that  of  chaplain  should  bo  attached  to  any  lunatic  asylum  whatever,  much  less  to  those  of 
them  containing  members  of  the  different  sections  into  which  Christianity  is  split  in  this  country.  We 
would  not  debar  patients  from  being  visited  by  their  respective  ministers  of  religion  as  frequently  as 
might  he  deemed  prudent,  or  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  individual  patients.  Quite  the  contrary; 
but  to  have  religious  offices  for  the  patients  en  masse  in  a lunatic  asylum,  as  regular  routine  business, 
performed  by  a chaplain  or  chaplains,  we  hold  to  ho  entirely  and  altogether  uusuited  for  those  who 
are  considered  fit  inmates  for  such  establishments.  Religious  instruction,  wo  consider,  is  as  much 
part  and  parcel  of  the  medico-moral  treatment  of  the  patients  as  their  diet,  exercise,  employment, 
medication,  ifcc.,  which  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  officer  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the 
whole  institution,  and  who  should  no  more  be  interfered  with  in  this  particular  of  management  than 
in  any  other  for  the  performance  of  which  he  alone,  and  properly  so,  is  the  responsible  party. 
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A train.,  we  have  an  extract  from  the  recently  published  Lettsomian  Lectures  delivered  Belfast. 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  “ On  the  Medical  Treatment  of  Insanity,”  by  n . . 
Eorbes  Winslow,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  &c.  [Same  is  delivered  e''Asytum!nCl 
in,  and  is  as  follows]  ...  Eev.  Henry  Ifont- 

“ Among  the  causes  which  have  unfortunately  given  force  and  longevity  to  the  idea  that  the  admin-  gomery,  lt,.d. 
istration  of  physical  agents  is  of  little  or  no  avail  in  the  treatment  of  the  disorders  of  the  mind,  one  The  general  question 
holding  the  most  prominent  rank  is  the  un philosophical  hypotheses  which  have  been  entertained  and  o£  the  appointment 
promulgated  respecting  the  nature  of  insanity.  To  this  source  much  of  the  fallacy,  the  false  induction,  of  Chaplains  to 
the  bad  logic,  and  the  neglect  in  reference  to  the  use  of  remedial  measures,  may  he  traced.  Insanity  has  ministrations  Mho 
been  considered  to  be  a spiritual,  a functional  disease — to  he  an  affection  of  the  immaterial  essence — Belfast  Board’ of 
to  be  a disorder  of  the  soul,  and  not  the  result  of  a derangement  of  the  material  instrument  of  mind  Governors, 
interfering  with  the  healthy  action  of  its  manifestations.  The  brain  has  been  supposed  to  be  intact ; 
not  a fibre  disturbed ; not  a vesicle  altered ; not  a vessel  overloaded : this  organ  has  been  imagined 
in  the  severest  forms  of  disturbed  mind,  to  exist  in  all  its  integrity,  so  preposterously  absurd 
have  been  the  notions  relative  to  the  proximate  cause  of  insanity.  This  spiritual  doctrine  has 
naturally  led  in  the  conclusion — false  in  theory  and  destructive  in  practice — that  for  the  alleviation 
and  cure  of  the  spiritual  malady,  spiritual  remedies  were  the  most  important  and  essential.  The 
clergyman,  instead  of  the  physician  was,  therefore,  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  the  insane,  and  the 
Bible  and  prayer-book  displaced  the  physical  remedies  prescribed  for  the  cure  of  the  disorder.  1 Madness,’ 
says  Dr.  Burrowcs,  * is  one  of  the  curses  imposed  by  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  on  his  people  for  their 
sins  and  deliverance  from  it  is  not  the  least  of  the  miracles  performed  by  our  Saviour.’ — (Com- 
mentaries on  Insanity,  by  Dr.  Burrowes.)  I quote  this  passage  to  show  what  are  the  prevailing 
notions  of  the  cause  of  insanity  among  the  first  authorities  in  this  country.  Why  should  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  those  so  unhappily  afflicted  sock  flic  aid  of  medicine  when  men  of  position  and  repute, 
both  publicly  and  privately  propound  such  doctrines  ; and,  as  a consequence,  discourage  all  physical 
treatment.  Great  and  awful  is  the  responsibility  of  those  who  thus  thoughtlessly  weaken  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  the  efficacy  of  the  physical  curative  agents  in  the  treatment  of  insanity.  £I 
was  told,’  said  a lady,  ' that  medicine  was  of  no  avail  in  the  affections  of  the  mind.  I went  to  the 
clergyman  for  assistance,  but  could  obtain  none.  I have  struggled  for  weeks  heroically  against  the 
disposition  to  suicide,  with  the  prayer-book  in  one  hand,  and  the  open  razor  in  the  other.  Five  times 
have  I felt  its  keen  edge  at  my  throat,  but  a voice  within  me  suddenly  commanded  me  to  drop  the 
murderous  instrument]  and  yet,  at  other  times  the  same  voice  urged  me  despairingly  on  to  self- 
destruction.  I knew  I was  i'll— seriously  ill— bodily  ill]  yet  no  one  pointed  out  to  me  the  right 
remedy  for  my  horrible  impulse,  or  recommended  me  to  put  myself  into  the  hands  of  the  physician.’ 

Such  was  the  state  of  a patient  who  voluntarily  subjected  herself  to  medical  treatment,  and  was 
happily  restored  to  health.” 

Now,  I have  a piece  of  testimony,  which  is  very  short,  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the 
resident  physician  superintendent,  of  twenty-two  years’  standing,  of  an  English  county 
hospital  for  the  insane,  dated  February,  1853.  It  is  as  follows  : 


“I  was  speaking,  the  other  day,  to  one  of  the  most  intelligent  of  our  Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  about 
the  chaplaincy  question,  who  seems  quite  inclined  to  consider  legislative  orders  on  the  subject 
injudicious.  On  this  point,  as  on  all  others  connected  with  asylums,  I think  wo  owe  a debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  editor  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal.  There  were  some  able  notices  on  the  subject, 

I remember,  in  some  numbers  hack.” 

Finally  I have  an  extract  from  a communication  of  the  chaplain  of  a county  lunatic 
asylum  in  England,  whose  name  we  are  acquainted  with,  hut  we  would  not  wish  it  to  be 
published.  . , . , , . . , 

• 8037.  Chairman— You  had  better  leave  that  out.  It  is  rather  irregular  to  put  m evidence 
anonymous  documents.  We  allow  you  in  evidence  to  refer  to  anonymous  documents*. —I 
am  sorry  you  do  not  think  it  right  to  receive  it.  It  is  pretty  strong  as  to  the  fact.  It 
anonymous  publications  are  not  to  be  received,  then  the  anonymous  statements  quoted 
in  the  report  of  Inspectors  should  go  for  nothing. 

8038.  Chairman— The  objection  to  anonymous  publications  would  appear  to  apply  also 
to  the  Review,  as  it  is  also  anonymous  ? — Let  the  Review  go  for  what  it  is  worth. 

8039.  Chairman — We  are  not  responsible  for  what  is  in  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors,  and 
we  hope  you  will  not  consider  that  we  want  to  exclude  any  thing  necessary  for  your  case  — 
Witness.  I do  not.  I know  you  are  most  anxious  to  hear  the  whole  case  fully  stated  Ike 
chaplains  were,  as  a matter  of  course,  prudent  enough  to  retire  from  the  situation  when  they 
found  they  had  not  been  legally  appointed.  We,  however,  placed  before  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant a request,  that  the  chaplains  might  receive  their  salaries  for  diem  past  labours.  We 
presented  the  same  request  to  the  Grand  Juries;  and  if  they  could  have  been  paid  before 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  the  money  would  have  been  paid  to  them , for 
against  the  gentlemen  who  acted  here  for  the  time  as  chaplains,  we  have  no  charge  whatsoever 
to  make.  I believe,  no  gentlemen  could  have  conducted  themselves  with  more  propriety , and 
if  any  evil  arose  it  was  from  surrounding  circumstances,  and  not  from  any  thmg  wrong  in 
the  conduct  of  those  worthy  clergymen.  I have  now  to  state  to  you,  that  this  is  a singular 
case  in  relation  to  public  opinion.  We  had  four  clergymen  on  this  hoaul,  men  of  gieat 
respectability,  and  worth,  and  high  character  in  every  way,  who  advocated  the  appointment  ot 
chaplains,  but  there  was  no  lay  member  who  joined  with  them.  We  had  on  the  other 
hand  four  ministers  on  the  board— indeed,  I think,  five  ministers,  if  I include  Di.  Hmcks, 
Who  is  here  to-day,  and  who  holds  opposite  views,  the  Dean  of  Ross,  Di.  Cooke,  and 
myself.  Here,  then,  we  have  the  balance  as  to  clerical  opinion,  and,  I maintain,  that  with 
respect  to  the  medical  authorities,  we  have  an  infinite  preponderance  with  us..  I maintain, 
further,  that  we  have  a vast  preponderance  in  argument,  on  this  ground,  that  both  the 
physicians  of  this  establishment  have  testified  distinctly  to  the  injurious  effect  produced. 
If  there  be  men  who  can  judge  of  the  result,  it  must  he  the  two  gentlemen  who  were 
before  you  this  day.  You  have  heard  Dr.  Stewart’s  statements,  and  you  have  heard  the 
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Belfast.  clear  statement  of  Dr.  M'Cormac — as  clear  in  its  relation  to  facts,  as  it  was  philosophical 
_ — — in  its  arguments;  you  have  now,  then,  to  say,  that  against  the  whole  weight  of  the  laity  of 

fAljlum  these  two  counties 

Eer.  Henry  Mont-  8040.  Chairman — This  is  a speech  which  we  cannot  receive.  We  are  here  to  receive 
gomery,  ll.d.  evidence.  This  is  an  address  to  the  Commissioners  not  to  do  a certain  thing.  There  is  no 
The  general  question  gentleman  more  capable  of  speaking  to  evidence  than  you  are,  but  as  I have  already 
of  the  appointment  observed,  we  are  permitted  only  to  receive  evidence  ? — I thought  that  you  would  allow  me 
asylum^  ^religious  to  make  a statement  instead  of  putting  questions  to  me,  which  would  bring  out  my  views 
ministrations;  the  imperfectly. 

Belfast  Board  of  8041.  Chairman. — We  allow  you  to  make  a statement  of  facts  upon  your  oath? — Witness. 

I am  competent  to  state  that  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  two  counties  four  times  sustained  us  in 
our  resistance  to  the  authorities;  that,  in  fact,  there  was  no  diversity  in  the  decision  of  the 
three  counties,  the  county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergus  being  the  third;  they  were  unani- 
mous on  the  subject.  I do  not  know  a respectable  layman — there  may  be  some,  no  doubt 
there  are — but  I never  yet  met  with  a respectable  layman  of  any  church  who  advocated  the 
appointment  of  chaplains  here.  I do  not  say  there  are  not  such  laymen.  We  are  very 
apt  to  meet  people  having  congenial  sentiments  with  ourselves.  I now  desire  to  state  to 
you,  that  we  have  opposed  the  appointment  of  chaplains,  because  we  are  fully  convinced 
that  in  our  mixed  population,  and  amongst  our  mixed  patients,  the  admission  of  chaplains 
would  be  mischievous,  in  relation  to  the  object  for  which  this  establishment  has  been 
raised,  that  is,  the  cure  of  insanity,  for  I think  that  is  the  great  object  which  must 
he  held  in  view.  It  is  not  a religious  question,  hut  a question  of  the  cure  of  the 
insane.  If  consistently  with  curing  you  can  administer  religious  comfort,  I think  our 
character  in  the  community  would  say  we  would  not  object  to  the  giving  of  that  comfort;  but 
if  we  find  that  by  means  of  what  would  he  given  with  a view  to  produce  something  you  would 
call  comfort  occasionally,  a permanent  injury  might  be  inflicted,  as  was  testified  to-day, 
upon  some  of  our  unfortunate  inmates,  then  we  could  not  give  our  sanction  to  it.  I wish 
further  to  state,  that  wc  have,  all  along,  left  the  question  of  salaries  entirely  out  of  consider- 
ation. I wish  to  put  it  to  you,  that  if  you  give,  or  the  government  should  determine  to 
give,  chaplains  for  three  denominations,  you  must,  as  a matter  of  justice,  give  chaplains  for 
all  denominations.  An  immortal  soul  is  of  infinite  Value ; and  therefore,  if  there  were  but 
one  of  a denomination  here,  spiritual  ministration  ought  to  be  given  to  that  person.  I 
now  wish  to  refer  to  Dr.  Stewart’s  statement,  that  he  had  here,  at  one  time,  prayers  and 
reading  of  the  Scriptures;  that  was  entirely  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Board.  He 
stated,  besides,  that  it  was  only  for  Protestants.  It  was  done  with  the  best  motive,  and 
perhaps,  under  his  care,  without  any  injurious  result,  for  there  was  nothing  to  produce 
excitement.  It  was  discontinued  the  moment  we  heard  of  it,  for  we  said  it  should  not 
continue.  I stated  before,  what  I repeat  now,  that  the  salaries  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  matter;  and  if  it  be  desirable  to  give  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  chaplains 
their  salaries  for  life,  provided  they  remain  away  from  this  establishment,  I for  one  have 
not  the  slightest  possible  objection.  I think  gentlemen  appointed  to  situations  have  a 
sort  of  permanency  in  them,  but  I do  not  like  to  see  the  public  money  applied  to  a purpose 
that  I believe  to  be  injurious  to  the  public  service.  In  order  to  show  you  that  we  have 
never  been  inclined  to  act  upon  a penurious  principle,  I will  state,  that  we  have  sanctioned 
all  the  great  improvements  that  have  been  made  here.  We  have  increased  the  rations  and 
comforts  of  the  patients  to  the  full  extent  in  our  power,  and  we  desire  that  in  this  matter 
of  chaplains,  we  should  be  left  alone,  to  carry  out  what  we  know  to  be  best.  We  respect- 
fully  submit  we  are  the  best  judges  of  the  things  that  are  most  advantageous  for  the  poor 
that  are  committed  to  our  charge.  I feel  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  patience  with 
which  you  have  heard  me,  and  if  I went  a little  further  than  jrou  think  I should  have  done 
it  was  under  the  impression  that  I was  allowed  to  do  so. 

8042.  Would  you,  Dr.  Montgomery,  be  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  in  an 
institution  where  the  inmates  were  of  one  persuasion? — No,  I should  say  it  would  then 
be  harmless,  and  perhaps  comfortable.  It  might  be  desirable ; at  all  events  it  would  be  so 
innocent  thiit  I would  gratify  anybody’s  prepossessions  or  wishes  in  the  matter- 

8043.  The  injury  you  anticipate,  as  I understand,  is,  that  in  an  institution  where  there 
are  inmates  of  various  religious  persuasions,  there  arise  religious  contentions  amongst  the 
inmates,  consequent  upon  the  ministrations  of  various  chaplains  ?— -Undoubtedly,  and  very 
great  religious  contentions. 

8044.  You  have  referred  to  considerable  statistics  to  show  that  where  there  are  chaplains 
the  number  of  cures  is  not  so  great  as  it  is  where  there  are  no  chaplains  ?— Yes. 

8045.  If  the  evils  you  describe  can  only  arise  in  an  asylum  where  the  inmates  are  mixed 
to  a considerable  degree,  I presume  your  statistics  as  regards  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum,  the 
inmates  of  which  are  almost  entirely  Catholics,  as  opposed  to  the  Belfast  Asylum,  would 
not  have  much  weight  ? — But  they  have  got  two  chaplains  in  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum. 

8046.  The  effect  depends  not  merely  upon  the  number  of  chaplains,  but  upon  the 
number  of  inmates  of  different  persuasions  ? — Yes ; but  the  excitement  might  be  the  same. 

8047.  The  injury  you  have  described,  you  say,  arises  from  the  religious  contentions 
amongst  the  inmates  ? — In  part. 

8048.  That  contention  cannot  exist  to  any  great  extent  where  there  are  scarcely  wjy 
inmates  of  a second  persuasion  ? — It  will  not  be  so  great  as  where  the  inmates  are  nearly 
equally  balanced  in  number  in  respect  of  religion. 

8049.  In  reference  to  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  where  the  inmates  are  almost  entirely 
Roman  Catholics,  is  it  not  too  strong  to  say  that  the  small  number  of  cures  there  has 
resulted  from  there  being  chaplains  connected  with  the  institution  ? — I should  think  i 
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rather  strong  to  say  that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  diminished  number  of  cures  in  this  asylum 
after  the  introduction  of  chaplains. 

8050.  Has  the  per  centage  of  cures  diminished  in  the  Deny  Asylum  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  chaplains  ? — I cannot  say ; Derry,  I think,  has  improved  two  per  cent,  according  to 
the  last  return. 

8051.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  the  manager  of  the  Derry  Asylum  gave  very  strong 
evidence  founded  upon  his  long  experience  that  the  results  which  you  anticipate  from  the 
appointment  of  chaplains  did  not  occur-  in  his  institution  ? — I heard  his  letter  read. 

8052.  I observe  here  in  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  upon  your  memorial  that  Mr.  Cluff, 
the  manager,  states  divine  service  has  been  performed  in  the  asylum  since  January  1834! 
He  writes  in  1851,  and  he  adds  that  no  unpleasant  controversy  or  annoyance  has  occurred 
during  the  period ; that  is  the  evidence  as  to  the  seventeen  years  in  the  Derry  Asylum, 
and  it  is  opposed  to  what  you  anticipate  would  occur  here  ? — Yes ; hut  I do  not  know  that 
the  population  of  Derry  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  Belfast,  nor  do  I know  that  religious 
aud  political  rancour  run  to  the  same  extent. 

8053.  Is  not  Derry  one  of  those  places  in  which,  perhaps,  next  to  Belfast  there  is  a 

greater  approach  to  equality  iu  the  number  of  persons  of  different  religious  persuasions  ? 

It  may  be ; I am  not  able  to  form  a judgment  upon  that.  I speak  in  relation  to  ourselves. 

8054.  With  reference  to  the  contention  amongst  the  inmates  in  this  asylum  consequent 
upon  the  ministration  of  chaplains,  during  the  two  years  that  they  were  here,  is  there 
upon  your  minutes  any  record  of  such  dissensions,  as  you  describe,  having  occurred  amongst 
the  inmates  ? — No ; I made  a statement  showing  the  effect  had  not  been  favourable ; 
and  I have  a perfect  recollection  of  Sir  Robert  Bateson,  when  asking  a question  either  of 
Dr.  Stewart  or  Dr.  M'Cormac,  as  to  the  result  of  the  ministrations  of  chaplains,  getting 
an  answer  that  they  had  not  been  found  beneficial ; that  they  had  an  exciting  effect  upon 
the  inmates.  The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Board,  anil  the  question  was  asked  in  a 
sincere  and  kind  spirit  by  Sir  Robert  Bateson,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  was  the  result. 
There  was  not  a man  of  us  but  would  have  given  up  our  preconceived  opinion  had  we  been 
satisfied  that  the  appointment  of  chaplains  was  beneficial. 

8055.  You  spoke  of  insults  offered  to  yon  by  a poor  lunatic  in  the  place  ? Yes. 

8056.  Were  any  similar  cases  mentioned  by  other  Governors  or  brought  before  the 
Board? — I am  not  in  the  least  degree  aware.  I often  go  amongst  the  inmates. 

8057.  I believe  there  was  a good  deal  of  excitement  here,  not  confined  to  the  inmates, 
on  the  subject? — Very  strong  excitement. 

8058.  Having  stated  that  you  are  not  opposed  to  chaplains  being  appointed  in  an  institu- 
tion where  the  inmates  were  all  of  one  creed,  and  that  you  attach,  as  naturally  becomes  a 
clergyman  and  all  of  us,  the  greatest  importance  to  the  value  of  an  immortal  soul,  so  that 
there  should  be  a chaplain  for  even  one  inmate  of  a particular  creed  if  the  principle  were 
conceded — do  you  consider  the  evils  which  may  arise  from  those  contentions,  and  probably, 
as  you  deem  it,  the  retardation  of  cures,  would  justify  300  inmates  of  a public  asylum  being 
left  without  any  religious  consolation  ? — That  will  render  some  little  explanation  necessary. 
It  was  never  found  that  more  than  a very  small  number  of  the  imnates  were  fit  for  religious 
instruction.  My  answer  is,  that  talcing  the  balance  of  good  aud  evil,  and  considering  the 
means  already  afforded  for  giving  religious  instruction,  that  permission  is  granted  to 
clergymen  to  visit  patients  of  their  own  denomination,  if  their  friends  desire  it,  and  that 
patients  are  allowed  to  go  out  to  attend  religious  instruction  if  convalescent,  I consider  the 
evil  of  introducing  four,  or  five,  or  six  chaplains  here,  would  infinitely  overbalance  the  good 
that  might  arise  from  such  a proceeding.  It  might  be  comfortable  to  some  aud  injurious  to 
others,  and  I believe  the  injury  would  be  greater  than  the  evil  intended  to  he  remedied. 

8059.  When  you  speak  of  the  evil  of  chaplains,  I understand  you,  all  through,  not  to  refer 
to  differences  amongst  chaplains  ? — Not  at  all,  I speak  only  of  the  ministrations. 

8080.  If  you  allow  inmates  to  go  out  of  doors  to  attend  religious  worship,  may  not 
contentions  arise  amongst  them,  when  they  return  to  the  asylum  ? — I think  not,  for  those 
patients  allowed  out  are  of  considerably  composed  mind,  otherwise  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  go  out.  They  return  to  the  asylum  without  the  excitement  of  patients  who  are 
only  beginning  to  be  convalescent,  and  those  patients  if  warned  by  the  resident  physician 
not  to  speak  on  the  subject  would  have  sanity  enough  to  abstain  from  doing  so.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  bad  effect  from  their  going  out;  ou  the  other  hand,  I have 
known  a good  effect  to  arise  to  persons  going  out  with  a careful  keeper  to  attend  religious 
worship. 

8061.  With  reference  to  the  regulation  by  which  an  inmate  may  send  for  a clergyman 
of  his  own  religious  persuasion,  I presume  you  attach  considerable  importance  to  the 
personal  ministration  of  a clergyman  to  his  flock  ? — I simply  attach  that  importance,  that 
if  it  be  considered  desirable  a clergyman  should  see  a patient,  he  ought  not  to  be  precluded. 

8062.  As  a clergyman  generally  in  the  world,  do  you  not  attach  great  importance  to  the 
ministrations  of  a clergyman  to  his  flock  ? — I do  not,  perhaps,  attach  as  high  importance 
as  some  people  do. 

8063.  Considering  that  sane  people  are  not  to  be  left  to  themselves  in  religious  matters, 
hut  should  he  looked  to  by  their  clergy,  do  you  not  think  there  would  be  an  objection  to 
leaving  insane  people  to  look  after  their  own  religious  interests  ? — My  belief  as  to  the 
ministrations  of  clergymen  is  merely  that  they  are  very  well  in  their  own  way,  but  I believe 
people  can  do  a great  deal  more  for  themselves. 

8064.  In  the  regulations  with  regard  to  chaplains,  is  it  not  provided  that  any  inmate 
who  it  may  be  considered  would  be  injured  by  attendance  upon  religious  worship,  or  is 
unfit  to  attend,  shall  not  he  allowed  to  go? — Clearly;  hut  at  the  same  time  a phy- 
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Belfast.  sician  is  not  able  exactly  to  know  what  the  result  of  the  attendance  at  religious  worship 

mST 8065  In  the  course  of  your  observations  you  stated  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  prohibiting 
Eov.  Hmtv  Mont-  the  attendance  of  chaplains,  that  lunatics  were  of  a class  similar  to  persons  under  the  effects 
gomery,  ll.d.  of  intoxicating  drinks,  and  come  into  the  asylum  with  exaggerated  feelings;  and  that,  tliere- 
The  general  question  fore,  lunatics  in  this  port  of  the  country  have  their  political,  or  religious,  or  other  prejudices 
of  the  appointment  very  aggravated  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  impression. 

aSS^renSous  8006.  Are  you  aware,  that  instead  of  that  which  yovUnive  stated  to  he  the  general  character- 
mmistrations ; tlie  istic  of  insanity,  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  that  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  effects 
Belfast  Board  of  0f  intoxication  and  insanity ; that  the  more  general  characteristic  of  insanity  is  mental  indif- 

Govemors.  ference,  a loss  or  diminution  of  the  former  feelings,  and  the  perversion  of  even  the  strongest 

instincts,  such  as  the  maternal  ? — I am  not  in  the  least  degree  aware  ol  that.  I know 
lunatics  are  exceedingly  excitable,  but  whether  it  may  be  an  excitement  similar  to  that 
caused  by  drink  in  some  persons,  X am  not  able  to  tell.  I conclude  that  the  brain  was 
excited  in  some  form.  I am  not  a physiologist,  and  cannot  say. 

8067.  If  the  fact  be  as  I have  stated,  that  lunacy  is  not  characterized  by  what  you  have 
said,  namely,  an  exaggerated  condition  of  the  natural  feelings,  but  that  the  contrary  is  the 
case;  then,  would  not  the  value  of  the  opinion  you  founded  upon  tlie  supposed  similarity 
of  effect,  as  a reason  against  religions  ministration,  be  very  much  diminished?— If  that  be 
the  fact,  which  it  would  be  highly  improper  in  me  to  dispute,  when  you  have  stated  it  as  a 
fact,  being  a physician  of  great  eminence,  what  you  say  would  be  the  case  ; but  so  far  as  I 
have  observed  of  people  coming  in  suffering  under  religious  mania,  they  become  excited 
when  any  thing  occurs  to  bring  them  to  that  particular  train  of  thought  which  most  affects 
them.  My  statement  is  according  to  fact.  If  you  look  over  our  returns  you  will  see  reli- 
gious mania  appealing  on  them  as  tlie  description  of  insanity  under  which  some  patients 
suffer.  I think  the  application  of  religious  instruction  or  ministration  to  persons  so 
affected  would  excite  them  again. 

8068.  In  a case  of  that  kind  would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to  pro- 
nounce as  to  the  fitness  of  a patient  to  receive  religious  ministration  ? — I think  so ; but  we 
cannot  conceal  the  fact  of  ministers  of  different  denominations  coming  into  the  asylum 
and  going  amongst  the  patients  generally.  The  fact  of  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman 
coming  into  the  asylum  amongst  a number  of  Orange  Protestants  who  are  deranged  would 
excite  their  feelings  strongly.  In  the  same  way,  a Protestant  clergyman  walking  in  before 
the  Roman  Catholics  inevitably  produces  the  same  effect ; it  does  so  in  the  town  of 
Belfast ; it  does  so  everywhere. 

8061).  Would  not  that  argument  lead  to  the  retirement  from  the  Board  of  tlie  Bishop  of 
Down,  and  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Denvir,  and  yourself? — I have  not  the  least  objection;  we 
are  here  on  the  Board,  as  it  were,  balancing  parties.  I presume  we  are  here  appointed  by 
Government,  as  it  were,  to  watch  over  the  religious  denominations  to  which  we  belong — to 
see  that  there  will  be  no  undue  interference.  That  is  a very  fair  object. 

8070. 1 speak  only  of  the  effect  of  your  appearance  amongst  the  inmates? — I do  not 
think  tlie  mere  appearance  would  have  that  effect,  when  we  do  not  proceed  to  give  religious 
ministrations.  The  patients  know  when  we  are  coming  in,  that  we  we  coming  in  for  a 
benevolent  purpose  in  reference  to  themselves. 

8071.  If  a Catholic  patient  desired  religious  consolation  from  a minister  of  his  religion, 
would  it  be  a sufficient  reason  for  denying  it  that  the  presence  of  the  minister  of  that 
church  would  offend  a Protestant  lunatic ; or,  vice  verm,  if  a Protestant  desired  religious 
consolation  from  a clergyman  of  his  church,  would  it  be  a sufficient  reason  to  deny  it  to 
him,  that  the  presence  of  that  Protestant  clergyman  would  offend  other  patients? — If 
yon  put  it  in  the  abstract  the  two  cases  would  balance  each  other.  I believe  you  should 
not  offend  one  man  to  please  another.  We  do  not  deny  religious  ministration  to  any 
one  who  asks  for  it.  Any  one  may  have  religious  ministration  by  asking  for  it  and 
bringing  it  in  privately.  Dr.  Hincks  testified  that  he  often  came.  Dr.  Stewart  testi- 
fied that  he  sent  for  clergymen.  I have  myself,  before  now,  visited  a patient  upon 
whom  no  excitement  whatever  was  produced.  I dare  say,  if  I were  appointed  a 
chaplain  there  might  be  fifty  as  much  enraged  against  me  as  the  individual  to  whom  I 
referred.  All  I urge  mainly  on  this  subject  is,  that  we  wish,  at  the  Board,  to  be  allowed 
to  manage  this  affair  of  religious  instruction  as  we  think  best;  and  if,  in  due  time,  we  find 
great  benefit  arising  from  the  giving  of  religious  instruction  in  other  places— and  the 
good  tree  will  be  shown  by  producing  good  fruit — I think  you  will  do  us  the  justice  to  say, 
that  there  is  not  a man  now  opposing  the  appointment  of  claplains  that  will  not  then  be  ready 
to  sanction  them.  Leave  it  to  the  Board,  if  they  think  it  desirable  to  have  chaplains,  to 
apply  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  them,  and  let  the  Lord  Lieutenant  appoint  the  chaplains. 
We  wish  to  take  nothing  out  of  his  hands.  I entertain  a strong  hope  that  the  plan  we 
adopted  in  the  Amended  Act  last  year,  and  which  did  not  pass,  will,  as  a healing  measure, 
he  adopted.  We  ask  that  the  option  of  having  chaplains  shall  be  left  to  the  Board  ot 
Reception  of  paying  Governors.  The  only  thing  I have  now  to  do  is  to  urge  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
patients  advocated,  recommend  the  reception  of  paying  patients — patients  from  the  class  between  the  gentry 
in  comfortable  circumstances  and  mere  paupers.  I believe  that  no  arrangement  could  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  country.  I want  to  throw  no  burden  upon  tlie  managers  of  asylums , 
if  a burden  be  thrown  on  them  additional,  give  them  larger  salaries,  which  strengthen 
people’s  backs  to  bear  such  burdens  generally,  and  give  them  some  more  assistance- 
is  a subject  on  which  we  have  been  always  unanimous.  We  have  repeatedly  brought  it  before 
the  Government,  sometimes  by  resolution,  and  sometimes  when  speaking  on  other  subjects- 
There  is  another-matter  which  it  is  rather  painful  to  me  to  mention,  but  as  I do  not  kno 
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any  of  tlie  gentleman  concerned,  I cannot  be  supposed  to  have  any  personal  feeling  Belfast. 
respecting  them  on  the  subject.  "We  have  been  exceedingly  impeded  by  the  Board  of  SelfasilDisirici 
Works.  We  are  mere  ciphers  here.  It  appears  we  are  here  for  nothing  but  to  take  con-  Asylum.  nC 
tracts  for  butter,  milk,  and  coals,  while  the  Board  of  Works  order  improvements  and  Rev.  Henry  ilont- 
alterations  to  bo  made  without  our  knowledge  or  concurrence ; and  there  is  not  one  of  us  gomery,  ll.d. 
enabled  to  direct,  nor  can  the  whole  Board,  if  assembled,  give  an  order  for  the  smallest  The  power  or 
work  to  be  done  or  executed.  We  sometimes  send  a request  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  G^niorB^th6 
such  a thing  will  be  done;  it  is  referred  to  the  Board  of  Works;  they  refer  it  to  their  respect  to  new  build- 
officer;  that  officer  makes  an  absolute  order,  and  we  are  bound  to  obey.  Works  on  our  togs;  the  Board  of 
asylum,  which  were  undertaken  in  1852,  are  still  scarcely  finished ; aud  now  improvements,  Works' 
or  matters  called  improvements,  are  to  be  removed  and  altered.  I do  not  blame  any  indi- 
vidual, but  I wish  to  state,  that  had  we  been  enabled  to  take  contracts  for  those  works,  my 
firm  conviction  is  we  could  have  done  them  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  they  cost, 
and  in  half  the  time.  That  is  my  deliberate  opinion ; and  I do  think  that  to  make  a board 
of  gentlemen  the  mere  tools  and  slaves  of  the  Board  of  Works,  however  respectable  the 
members  of  that  Board  are  in  their  own  position,  is  rather  too  much.  We  have  to  pay  the 
money,  and  I think  we  should  have  some  voice  in  the  expenditure  of  that  money  I have 
put  before  you  this  evil,  which  is  patent  to  every  one.  If  you  went  over  the  asylum  and 
saw  the  changes  that  have  been  made,  you  would  be  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  my  repre- 
sentation. It  is  enough  to  say  that  five  years  have  been  occupied  in  doing  what  should 
have  been  done  in  a year  and  a-lialf. 

8072.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board  of  Propriety  of  the 
Governors  ? — The  Inspectors  are  very  respectable  gentlemen.  I have  no  objection  to  their 

being  members  of  the  Board ; but  I think  we  understand  our  local  business  better  than  they  Boarcj 
do.  I think  they  should  attend  the  Board  and  not  have  votes.  I wish  that  to  be  taken  down 
entirely  irrespective  of  any  reference  to  the  Inspectors  as  public  officers.  I have  a high 
respect  for  both  gentlemen. 

8073.  How  far  do  you  think  that  the  appointment  of  officers  should  be  left  to  the  Execu-  Appointment  of  the 
tive  Government? — I think  merely  the  three  superior  officers,  and  that  the  others  should  superior  fmdtoe 

be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Board.  We  determined,  when  our  late  surgeon-apothecary  died,  Asylums.  CerS  ° 
to  appoint  a resident  surgeon-apothecary.  We  knew  that  cases  had  occurred  here,  as  will 
almost  always  occur,  where,  for  instance,  a patient  would  suddenly  commit  violence  on  him- 
self or  upon  some  other  person,  and  that  it.  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a surgical  man 
in  attendance.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  mortal  man  to  hold  Dr.  Stewart's  situation,  with 
such  a vast  multiplicity  of  duties,  aud  be  always  within  these  walls ; and,  moreover,  ipso  facto. 

Dr.  Stewart  is  the  resident  physician,  but  lie  need  not  necessarily  be  a physician  or  surgeon 

at  all.  We  hold,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  a resident  surgeon  in  the  house.  We  pro-  A Resident  Surgeon 

posed  to  pay  £70  a-year,  and  give  apartments  and  rations  to  a respectable  young  man;  and 

we  did  that,  not  only  on  the  ground  of  what  we  considered  a vast  service  to  ourselves,  but  on 

the  ground  of  what  might  be  a vast  service  to  the  asylums  of  the  country;  that  in  point  of 

fact,  under  such  men  as  Dr.  Stewart  and  Dr.  M'Cormac,  a young  man  in  that  office  would 

be  receiving  a valuable  training  which  would  make  him  a most  valuable  man  as  the  principal 

of  another  asylum.  We  advertised  the  appointment ; we  had  very  excellent  applications : 

but  the  Government,  acting,  no  doubt,  rightly,  sent  us  down  word  that  we  should  make  no 

such  appointment.  We  then  appointed  our  present  very  distinguished  Mend,  Dr.  Moore, 

who  is  honouring  us  rather  than  any  thing  else  by  coming  here.  We  appointed  him  in  a 

temporary  way ; but  I trust  that,  as  in  the  case  of  chaplains,  such  officers  shall  be  appointed 

by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  if  we  apply  for  them. 

Adam  John  Macrory,  Esq.,  sworn  aud  examined.  AdamJohnMacrory, 

8074.  How  long  have  you  been  a member  of  this  Board? — Nearly  five  years. 

8075.  You  have  heard  the  statements  made  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  chap- 
lains to  this  institution;  what  is  your  own  opinion  on  the  subject?— My  opinion  concurs 
generally  with  those  expressed  by  Dr.  Montgomery  on  the  subject. 

8076.  Is  there  any  thing  which  you  would  wish  to  add  to  the  statement  which  he  has  General  question  of 
made  ?— Yes ; I have  been  for  nearly  thirty  years  one  of  the  Governors  or  managers  of  the  ^ ous  muu3tra' 
general  hospital  in  Belfast.  It  was  formerly  a fever  hospital,  and  we  found  it  necessary 

then  to  make  very  strict  regulations  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  clergymen  to  the  wards 
of  the  institution.  We  found  it  very  prejudicial,  indeed,  to  have  sane  patients  who  were 
under  treatment  visited  by  clergymen,  and  we  accordingly  made  very  strict  regulations 
with  reference  to  their  attendance;  and  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  their  attendance  here 
was  founded  very  largely,  indeed,  upon  the  effect  I saw  arise  there  from  it.  I did  not 
consider  the  patients  were  improved  by  the  attendance  or  ministrations  of  the  clergymen. 

The  hospital  to  which  I refer  is  now  called  the  General  Hospital.  ... 

8077.  Your  views,  then,  as  regards  the  appointment  of  chaplains  extend  to  institutions 

for  the  sane  as  well  as  for  the  insane  ? — They  do.  _ 

8078.  And  would  apply  to  workhouses  and  gaols  as  well  as  to  hospitals  and  asylums/— 

No.  I think  not.  I think  I refer  only  to  cases  where  there  is  mental  or  bodily  illness. 

Religious  ministrations  are  prejudicial  to  patients  in  some  cases,  and  in  others  I think  they 
could  not  affect  them  in  the  least.  We  found,  as  I have  stated,  that  they  did  injure  in  some 
cases ; and  the  medical  men  reported  to  the  Board  respecting  the  injurious  effects  produced. 

There  is  another  point  which,  I think,  is  of  some  importance,  and  to  which  reference  I do  not 
think  has  been  made.  During  the  period  that  the  question  of  the  admittance  of  chaplains 

’ was  under  consideration  at  this  Board,  I understood,  that  in  the  day-rooms  of  the  institu- 
tion the  patients  got  up  discussions  amongst  themselves,  and  very  considerable  disturbances 
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was  caused  amongst  tliem.  I understand  that  in  several  instances  they  got  into  severe  colli- 
sions with  each  other  on  the  subject.  I mention  this  to  show  that  the  mere  discussion  of 
the  matter,  which  casually  got  in  amongst  them,  had  that  exciting  effect. 

8079.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  work- 
houses  ? — I think  there  could  not  possibly  be  a worse  tiling.  I went  personally  to 
examine  the  workhouse  here,  with  a view  to  ascertain  some  particulars ; and  judging  from 
what  I saw,  the  building  appeared  to  be  totally  unsuited  for  insane  persons,  although  I 
never  visited  any  institution  that  was  better  conducted.  There  seemed  to  me  to  be  no 
attendance  for  the  insane  except  that  of  paupers,  who,  of  course,  could  not  know  anything 
of  the  treatment  for  such  persons,  particularly  epileptic  patients,  who  are  subject  to  fits 
of  one  kind  or  another.  Even  those  paupers  who  were  in  attendance  upon  such  patients 
were  liable  to  be  changed,  and  parties  new  to  them  brought  to  undertake  the  duties.  I 
examined  the  insane  inmates  particularly,  and  they  appeared  to  be  comfortable  enough, 
so  far  as  the  workhouse  arrangements  would  permit.  A number  of  the  cases  appeared  to 
me  to  have  been  curable  if  they  had  been  properly  treated.  There  was  not  then  the  least 
chance  of  a cure  being  effected,  hut  rather  the  reverse ; that  is,  their  position  in  the  work- 
house  rather  confirmed  them  in  their  insanity,  for  the  proper  appliances  for  their  treat- 
ment were  not  there. 

8080.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  class  of  lunatics  in  workhouses  who  might,  with  pro- 
priety, be  left  in  them  ? — No,  I think  not.  I do  not  think  workhouses  are  at  all  suited 
for  them. 

8081. 1 believe,  in  the  workhouse  here,  they  are  all  confined  in  dormitories? — They 
have  beds  originally  constructed  for  straw.  I saw  one  patient  in  bed  whose  face  was 
burned,  and  when  I inquired  the  cause,  I was  informed  that  the  patient  had  fallen  against 
the  bars  of  the  fire-grate.  I saw  an  epileptic  patient,  a very  old  man,  attended  by  one  of 
the  paupers. 

8082.  The  removal  of  lunatics  from  workhouses  would  probably  render  it  necessary  to 
provide  increased  accommodation  for  them  in  the  asylum.  Have  you  ever  considered, 
recollecting  the  large  number  of  lunatics  who  are  here,  what  arrangement  it  would  be  best 
to  make  ? — I am  satisfied  that  the  best  arrangement  would  be  to  make  a new  building  or 
institution  for  such  cases  a part  and  parcel  of  this  institution.  I am  quite  certain  that  the 
officers  of  this  institution  having  tire  other  under  their  cure  would  advantageously  take 
charge  of  that  other.  I would,  of  course,  have  several  buildings,  and  several  separate  yards 
to  exercise  the  patients  in,  hut  I would  have  them  all  brought  under  one  general  supervision 
here ; for  I think  it  would  tend  very  much  to  the  improvement  of  the  patients  themselves, 
and  would  be  much  more  economical. 

8083.  Are  you  led  to  think  the  arrangement  would  he  economical  from  the  same  staff 
being  available,  to  a certain  extent,  for  both  establishments  ? — A great  many  of  the 
officers  would  he  available.  I do  not  look  upon  the  quantity  of  labour  that  is  procured 
from  any  of  those  people  as  being  worth  very  much,  and  I do  not  think  much  good  would 
result  from  employing  them  extensively  upon  land.  I find  that  in  the  unions  of  the 
counties  of  Down  and  Antrim,  and  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Carriekfergus,  the  popu- 
lation is  052,000,  or  thereabouts.  Of  that  number  Belfast  has  125,000.  Now,  when  I 
inquired  within  the  last  week,  I ascertained  that  the  number  in  the  Belfast  workhouse  of 
insane  persons,  incurables,  imbeciles,  persons  paralytic  and  idiotic,  and  all  such  cases, 
amounted  to  sixty.  Taking  sixty  as  the  proportion,  for  125,000  of  the  population  that 
would  give,  at  the  same  rate,  about  240  as  the  number  of  patients  in  the  three  counties. 
Now,  that  is  not  a very  large  number  to  provide  accommodation  for,  when  you  would  have 
the  advantage  of  their  being  brought,  as  I have  suggested,  under  one  supervision  and 
management.  Of  course  the  number  of  officers  would  have  to  be  increased. 

8084  'What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  admitting  a class  of 
patients  into  the  asylum  who  could  not  be  considered,  strictly,  lunatic  poor? — I am 
decidedly  in  favour  of  it.  I think  there  could  not  he  a more  humane  act  than  to  afford  to 
a class  of  poor  persons  who  are  not  paupers  the  means  of  relieving  their  relatives  who  are 
labouring  under  temporary  or  permanent  insanity.  Dr.  Montgomery  has  taken  a very 
active  part  in  reference  to  that  matter.  I think  if  tire  system  of  providing  for  the  insane 
be  carried  out  as  a system,  it  would  not  he  complete  without  extending  it  to  all  those 
cases.  I would  have  them  consolidated,  or  collected,  in  a local  institution  like  this,  and 
not  centralized. 

8085.  Do  you  consider  the  Board  should  receive  patients  at  varying  sums  ? — I think 
whatever  money  comes,  that  would  he  so  much  gained,  and  would  lessen  the  expense  to 
the  county  to  which  the  patient  belonged.  I would  decidedly  take  any  money  we  would 
get  for  patients.  In  the  general  hospital,  I know,  we  are  very  glad  to  get  any  money 
paid  with  patients.  We  receive  paying  patients  in  that  hospital,  and  we  find  the  system 
to  work  remarkably  well.  Respectable  artizans  and  others  through  the  town,  are  very 
glad  to  have  such  an  establishment  to  which  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  their 
servants  or  apprentices  who  may  be  unwell.  They  are  taken  into  the  hospital  upon  the 
payment  of  a guinea.  The  fever  patients  we  admit  on  receiving  3s.  6d.  a-week,  or  more. 
We  take  in  cases  of  delirium,  tremens,  but  we  charge  £2  2 s.  for  each  case,  and  increase  the 
charge  every  time  the  case  comes.  We  have  a graduated  scale,  which  works  remarkably  well. 

8086.  Would  you  be  satisfied  to  leave  the.charge  discretion  ary  with  the  Board  of  Governors, 
and  without  imposing  any  legislative  restrictions  ? — If  you  apply  the  question  to  Irelan 
generally,  I would  say,  no.  I would  have  legislative  enactment;  but  if  you  apply  1 
to  the  North  of  Ireland — without  claiming  much  for  the  North — I think  we  would  exercise 
such  a supervision  that  the  Government  might  fairly  trust  us  with  the  discretion;  but,  o 
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course,  you  cannot  legislate  for  one  part  of  Ireland  and  not  for  another.  You  must  do  it  Belfast. 
generally,  and,  therefore,  I would  have  legislative  provision  on  the  subject,  and  would  not  „ ,,  ~ - 
leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Boards.  Belfast  District 

8087.  mat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Board  of  Governors  are  now  AdamjohnjLroir 
appointed  l — 1 think  it  is  a remarkably  good  mode,  and  I am  quite  in  favour  of  it.  The  Esq. 

only  modification  I would  make  would  be  this,  that  any  recommendation  coining  from  the  Appointment  of 
Board,  as  constituted,  should  receive  due  attention  at  head  quarters.  I do  not  think  there  Governors- 
could  be  any  improvement  in  the  mode  of  appointment,  and  I would  think  it  right  to 
give  the  Government  full  control  over  the  Governors  appointed,  hut,  as  I have  already 
observed,  with  just  regard  to  any  recommendation  coming  from  this  Board.  At  many 
public  boards  on  which  I have  acted  for  many  years,  we  have  adopted  that  system  with 
great  success.  We  have  looked  around  and  found  gentlemen  whom  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly judicious  to  have  appointed  on  the  Board,  and  we  took  means  to  get  them 
appointed  accordingly.  The  great  point  is  to  get  men  who  will  give  their  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  performance  of  the  duties. 


8088.  Would  not  a system  ot  nomination  by  the  grand  juries,  of  gentlemen  who  would  Nomination  by 
be  then- colleagues,  he  preferable  to  that  of  imposing  upon  the  Government  what  might  be  Gra”d  Jj“iea  or 
considered  the  odium  of  selecting  persons,  whose  selection  might  probably  not  be  theBoard? 
acquiesced  in  by  the  people  of  the  locality  ?— Only  it  would  be  too  circuitous.  I think  it 

would  be  a better  system  by  which  the  Board  of  Governors  would  submit  to  the  grand 
juries  the  names  of  those  whom  they  thought  fit  for  the  position,  and  let  the  grand  juries 
apply  to  the  Government  to  make  the  appointments.  If  either  of  the  two  bodies  was  to 
have  the  privilege  of  suggesting  or  recommending,  I would  say  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  Board  of  Governors  than  the  grand  jury ; for  the 
Board  would  understand  Letter  the  description  of  men  they  wanted  to  co-operate  with 
them,  while  the  grand  jury  do  not  understand  the  working  of  the  Board  or  of  the  system. 

8089.  Under  that  arrangement  would  not  the  Executive  Government  he  placed  in  this 
difficulty,  that  if  it  did  not  accede  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  it  would  incur  a certain 
amount  of  odium  here ; and  if  it  did  always  acquiesce  in  the  requisitions  of  the  Board  it 
would  then  become  a system  of  nomination  by  the  Governors  ? — That  could  he  avoided 
by  placing  a certain  limitation : for  instance,  that  the  Governors  would  be  allowed  to 
recommend  a certain  number  within  a certain  time.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  that 
could  be  avoided. 


8090.  If  a system  of  nomination  upon  recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Governors  is  to 
be  pursued,  the  Government  must  either  refuse  or  act  upon  the  recommendations  of  the 
Boards  of  Governors.  If  they  always  act  upon  them,  all  tire  vacancies  of  the  Board  will 


be  filled  up  by  the  existing  members ; and  if  the  recommendations  are  refused,  a certain 
amount  of  odium  will  fall  upon  the  Government  ? — I would  say,  that  if,  for  instance,  three 
members  retired  from  the  Board,  and  that  the  Government  appointed  two  and  the  Board 
nominated  a third,  the  difficulty  you  suggest  might  be  obviated  in  that  way.  Unquestionably 
the  local  people  are  the  best  judges  of  the  parties  best  fitted  to  co-operate  with  them. 

8091.  What  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  ? — Appointment  of  the 
I would  give  the  Government  the  appointment  of  the  physician,  manager,  and  matron,  ?uPepor  of  the 
but  the  other  appointments  should  he  in  the  hands  of  tire  Governors.  We  discussed  that  w enor  officer8, 
point  very  fully,  in  London,  with  the  Government,  and  they  appeared  to  concur  in  wlmt  I 
have  mentioned  as  reasonable  and  fair,  at  the  time  the  Bill  was  under  consideration. 


8092.  State  the  reasons  why  you  consider  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointment 
of  such  officers  as  you  have  named  with  the  Executive  Government,  whereas  in  other 
institutions  that  is  not  the  practice  ? — Why,  I think,  there  would  be  so  much  influence 
brought  to  hear  upon  the  Governors  that  it  would  become  to  them  a disagreeable  task  in 
many  instances  to  make  selections.  I found  the  exercise  of  such  a power  disagree- 
able in  other  institutions,  where  canvassing  went  on  extensively  for  offices.  I think  it 
would  he  better,  and  more  independent  as  regards  the  position  of  the  Governors,  to  leave 
the  appointments  I have  mentioned  entirely  with  the  Government. 

8093.  Have  you  heard  the  objection  urged,  that  the  Executive  Government  are  open  to 
persuasion  or  influence  on  political  grounds  ? — Well,  I have ; but  I have  not  had  any 
experience  of  it. 


8094.  With  regard  to  the  changeability  of  inmates,  would  you  rather  have  it  upon  the  Chargeability  of  the 
county  at  large,  as  at  present,  or  upon  small  districts  like  electoral  divisions  ? — I think  inmatefi' 

the  county  system  is  the  better;  the  machinery  is  more  simple,  and  in  the  end  it  makes 
very  little  difference  in  reality. 

8095.  You  do  not  see  any  reason  for  altering  the  present  system  ? — None  whatever ; it 
appears  to  me  to  work  very  well.  The  only  alteration  I would  make  in  the  present  system 
is  in  reference  to  that  which  Dr.  Montgomery  has  alluded  to,  about  the  Board  of  Works. 

We  would  do  things  much  more  economically  than  they  have  been  done  here  by  the  Board 
of  Works.  In  one  instance  the  Government  agreed  to  pay  for  a mistake  that  was  made, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  for  repairs  that  were  required. 

8090.  Do  you  find  any  inconvenience  to  arise  from  the  system  of  submitting  the  state-  Privy  Council  super- 
ments  of  expenditure  for  approval  to  the  Privy  Council  ? — None  at  all.  I have  seen  that  vision  of  expenditure, 
notwithstanding  all  the  correctness  that  is  here  in  minute  things,  they  have  discovered,  in 
Dublin,  slight  errors.  I think  the  supervision  quite  necessary. 

8097.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  give  the  Executive  authority  a veto  upon  any  Authority  of  the 
new  works  either  as  regards  the  plans,  or  the  execution  of  the  work  itself  ? — Decidedly,  I Executive  -with 
Would  give  them  a veto.  I think  the  position  should  he  reversed,  that  is,  that  instead  of  regar  tonewv-or  B- 
sending  the  direction  down  here  in  the  first  instance,  we  should  originate  the  matter. 
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8098.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  Inspectors  acting  as 
members  of  the  Board  ? — I do  not  see  the  utility  of  it.  I think  their  presence  here  is 
often  beneficial.  We  get  a great  deal  of  satisfactory  information  from  them,  but  they 
cannot  be  here  at  each  Board  meeting.  They  come  here  officially ; and  coming  here 
officially,  and  voting  upon  questions  that  may  arise,  is  rather  an  equivocal  position  for 
them  to  be  placed  in. 

8099.  Is  there  any  thing  to  which  you  would  wish  to  direct  our  attention  Yes. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  additional  buildings  we  have,  when  I come  to  look  at  all  the 
lunatics  uprovided  for  throughout  the  country,  I am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  those 
buildings  are  very  inadequate  for  meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  district.  I think  you 
should  work  out  the  lunacy  system  as  a perfect  system,  and  that  every  case  of  mental 
debility  should  be  provided  for  in  a place  like  this.  When  I come  to  look  at  the  returns 
I find  there  is  not  accommodation  provided  for  more  than  one-third  of  the  cases  in  the 
country.  I am  now  speaking  from  my  recollection  of  what  I read  some  time  ago  on 
the  subject.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  supply  of  accommodation  is  very  inadequate  to 
the  public  requirements  in  this  respect. 

8100.  You  refer,  I presume,  to  the  police  returns  appended  to  the  last  report  of  the 
Inspectors  ? — Very  likely.  It  was.  some  statistical  statement  I looked  to.  It  struck  me 
as  very  remarkable  that  there  was  such  inadequate  accommodation  lor  the  public  wants, 
and  that  there  should  be  so  great  a number  of  people  going  through  the  country  hi  a 
state  of  insanity  who  would  be  much  better  provided  for  in  asylums.  I think  it  would  be 
desirable  if  we  had  in  connexion  with  an  institution  of  this  kind,  on  the  enlarged  scale 
I have  referred  to,  a medical  school  for  instruction  in  this  particular  branch.  We  have 
got  a school  of  medicine  in  our  general  hospital ; it  is  very  beneficial  indeed,  and  useful 
for  the  advancement  of  medical  science ; and  there  is  this  great  advantage  also,  that  it 
keeps  the  students  in  this  country  instead  of  their  going  to  other  countries  to  learn  then; 
profession.  With  regard  to  post  mortem  examinations,  to  which  one  of  the  witnesses 
referred,  I believe  the  law  on  the  subject  is,  that  the  unclaimed  bodies  ore  handed  over  for 
such  examinations. 

8101.  What  would  you  think  of  an  arrangement,  with  a view  to  instruction  in  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  medicine,  by  which  you  would  advertise  every  year  for  a resident  pupil  who 
was  very  much  advanced  in  his  studies,  and  who,  for  a small  sum  and  his  board,  would 
discharge  the  duties  of  a position  similar  to  that  of  the  resident  clinical  pupil  in  a 
general  hospital,  and  would  do  the  duties  of  apothecary,  and  in  this  way  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  this  department  of  medicine  during  the  year  he  was  in  the  asylum  ? — It  is 
an  arrangement  I would  highly  approve  of,  and  it  exactly  falls  in  with  a suggestion  I made 
to  this  Board,  from  the  experience  I had  in  the  general  hospital,  of  the  beneficial  effect 
of  the  system.  Some  of  the  best  men  we  got  there  were  parties  admitted  in  that  way. 
We  got  them  for  a small  consideration,  but  they  were  deriving  very  considerable  instruc- 
tion, and  they  gave  very  valuable  services. 

8102.  Do  you  not  think  such  an  assistant  resident  medical  officer  would  be  preferable  to 
a person  appointed  at  a small  salary,  and  continuing  for  a great  number  of  years  in  that 
position  ? — I think  so.  I have  heard  the  objection  urged,  that  such  a resident  pupil 
would  not  be  so  fully  qualified  with  regard  to  surgical  cases,  cases  of  accident  arising  in 
the  asylum ; but  I must  state,  that  we  have  had  the  matter  tested  in  the  general  hospital, 
and  we  did  not  find  any  bad  effect  from  it.  It  is  true,  we  had  there  medical  men  at  hand  to 
apply  to  in  cases  of  emergency. 

8103.  Are  you  aware  that,  in  the  larger  hospitals,  where  the  most  serious  accidents 
occur,  the  resident  persons  are  very  generally  students  in  their  last  year- of  study,  care  being 
taken  that  they  are  competent  to  meet  cases  of  emergency  ? — Yes. 

8104.  If  they  are  found  competent  to  meet  emergencies  in  a general  hospital  with  suck 
a number  of  accidents  coming  in,  would  it  not  be  equally  possible  that  you  would  get 
suitable  students  for  an  establishment  of  this  land  ? — Quite  so.  I approve  of  the  suggestion 
for  two  reasons;  first,  as  economizing  the  funds  of  the  institution,  and  next,  as  giving  an 
opportunity  for  the  study  of  this  branch  of  the  science.  I have  had  a good  deal  of  expe- 
rience with  reference  to  these  matters,  and  I am  satisfied  the  arrangement  would  work 
beneficially  in  this  institution. 

8105.  The  individual  should  be  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  apothecary? — 
I should  say  so  ; and  such  a student  as  Dr.  Corrigan  has  referred  to,  one  in  the  last  year 
of  his  study,  would,  I presume,  be  qualified  in  that  respect.  With  reference  to  the  chap- 
laincy question  I will  say,  that  I have  always  lamented  the  Bill  of  last  session  did  not  pass, 
for  I always  thought  it  was  a just  arrangement  of  the  entire  question.  All  I can  add 
is,  that  if  such  a measure  is  brought  forward  again  and  passed,  it  will  completely 
meet  all  the  difficulties  in  our  way,  and  will  work  most  beneficially  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

810  G.  It  was  intended  by  that  Bill,  I believe,  to  leave  the  option  to  the  boards  with 
respect  to  chaplains  ? — Yes. 

8107.  To  leave  things  as  they  are  at  present  ? — Yes.  There  are  districts  where  the 
system  of  chaplains  might  work  well,  but  I am  apprehensive  that  in  this  asylum  it  would 
not  work  well,  for  the  many  reasons  that  have  been  adduced;  and  if  the  Bill  of  last  session, 
with  any  additions  that  might  be  - considered  necessary  from  other  circumstances,  were 
passed,  it  would  meet  the  difficulties,  and  be  a very  desirable  enactment.  I had  a good 
deal  to  do  with  my  friend,  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  preparing  that  bill,  the  present  Attorney- 
General  and  Mr.  Horsman  assisting.  We  had  several  interviews,  and  we  had  a good 
deal  of  discussion  respecting  it ; and,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  influential  deputations  that 
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ever  waited  on  any  government,  was  the  deputation  that  accompanied  us  on  that  occasion, 
and  they  entirely  approved  of  the  measure. 

The  Dev.  John  Carroll  sworn  and  examined. 

8108.  Did  you  receive  the  appointment  of  Protestant  Chaplain  to  this  institution  ? — 
Yes  ; it  is  dated  March  9,  1853. 

8109.  Did  you  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office? — I received  the 
appointment  on  the  10th  March,  and  on  that  day  I called  here,  in  company  with  my  friend 
the  Eev.  Charles  Allen,  Incumbent  of  St.  Paul’s,  in  Belfast.  I told  the  superintendent  here 
I had  received  the  appointment,  and  that  I came  to  make  arrangements  for  the  following 
Sunday.  He  told  me  the  Board  of  Governors  had  forbidden  our  admission. 

8110.  Did  you  practically  discharge  the  duties  of  chaplain  for  any  time? — Not  till 
January  8,  1854.  My  friend,  Mr.  M‘Cullagh,  the  Presbyterian  chaplain,  called  here 
frequently,  twice  a week ; we  called  here,  but  did  not  get  permission  to  discharge  our 
duties. 

8111.  For  how  long  a period  did  you  discharge  the  duties  of  chaplain? — Two  years. 

8112.  During  that  period  what  number  of  members  of  the  Established  Chiu-ch  attended 
worship  ? — On  the  fust  day  there  were  forty-two ; on  other  days  there  were  respectively, 
thirty,  thirty-four,  and  thirty. 

8113.  What  number  was  the  average  ? — The  first  year  I had  two  services  of  a Sunday 
in  consequence  of  the  room  being  small.  I then  had  one  service,  one  on  Sunday,  for  males, 
and  one  following  for  females.  Uniting  the  two  congregations  the  average  number  would 
be  twenty-eight  and  twenty-six. 

8114.  How  many  were  there  of  your  persuasion,  who  at  any  one  time  attended  your 
ministrations  ? — The  greatest  number  was  forty-two,  which  included  both  sexes. 

8115.  Was  it  in  the  place  intended  for  the  chapel  you  officiated  ? — In  a little  room  ; not 
in  tire  place  intended  for  the  chapel. 

81 10.  Did  you  find  the  patients  who  attended,  orderly  ? — They  were  extremely  attentive ; 
such  as  had  books  read  the  responses. 

8117.  Were  you  furnished  with  a return  of  the  number  of  Protestants  in  the  house? — 
No,  I asked  Mr.  Lamonte  for  it,  and  was  refused. 

8118.  Were  you  enabled  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  others  of  your  persuasion 
in  the  house  besides  those  who  attended  your  ministrations  ? — No. 

8119.  Did  you  officiate  at  other  times  than  on  Sundays  ? — I was  not  permitted,  except 
in  the  case  of  one  or  two  sick  persons  whom  I was  called  on  to  visit. 

8120.  Were  you  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  number  of  patients  who  were  compe- 
tent to  profit  in  any  degree  by  attendance  upon  divine  worship  ? — I could  not. 

8121.  Were  you  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  how  many  of  those  who  attended  your 
ministrations  were  competent  to  profit  by  them  ? — If  I were  to  judge  by  appearance,  they 
were  all  capable  of  profiting  by  them. 

8122.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching  ? — I lectured.  I commenced  with  a form  of 
prayer.  I then  lectured  generally  upon  a passage  in  Scripture.  I generally  selected  a 
soothing  passage.  If  you  wish  I will  state  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  patients  and  some 
observations  of  theirs  as  I went  along.  When  1 first  came  in,  they  all  appeared  delighted 
and  shook  hands  with  me  heartily  and  welcomed  me,  and  said  how  highly  delighted  they 
were  to  see  a clergyman.  They  frequently  told  me  of  the  beneficial  effect  upon  them,  but 
for  that  I was  prepared  from  my  connexion  previously  with  four  lunatic  asylums  near 
Dublin,  Dr.  Duncan’s,  Dr.  Gregory’s,  Dr.  Harty’s,  and  Dr.  Duffy’s.  Some  of  the  most 
constant  attendants  at  the  parish  church  and  chapel  were  lunatics.  They  came  to  church 
without  a keeper.  I officiated  in  several  asylums  regularly  as  chaplain,  and  the  Eev.  Mi-. 
O’Sullivan,  who  was  the  Eoman  Catholic  curate  of  the  same  parish,  officiated  as  Eoman 
Catholic  chaplain.  There  were  eight  resident  physicians  connected  with  those  four 
asylums ; and  they  were  also  visited  by  eminent  physicians  from  Dublin,  and  I never  heard 
of  any  bad  effect  arising  from  the  ministrations  of  chaplains.  . In  one  asylum  there  were 
four  clergymen  patients.  I frequently  walked  into  Dublin  with  them,  and  they  spoke  of 
the  necessity  of  having  chaplains  in  asylums,  and  they  told  me  of  their  having  officiated 
themselves  in  the  asylum  as  such. 

The  Eev.  William  C.  WCullaglv  sworn  and  examined. 

8123.  Were  you  appointed  Presbyterian  chaplain  to  this  asylum?  Yes. 

8124.  You  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  body  in  connexion  with  the  General  Assembly  ?— 
Yes. 

8125.  When  were  you  appointed  chaplain? — In  the  latter  end  of  January,  1853. 

8126.  When  did  you  proceed  to  discharge  your  duties? — Not  till  the  year  1854. 

8127.  Did  you  attend  after  that  period  for  any  length  of  time?— I did,  for  two  years. 

8128.  Did  you  attend  on  other  days  besides  Sunday  ? — No,  I cannot  say  I did. 

8129.  Did  you  read  prayers  on  Sundays  and  also  preach? — My  mode  of  conducting 
worship  was  a little  different  from  what  I adopted  in  my  own  church.  I had  the  singing 
of  a psalm  and  reading  a portion  of  the  Scriptures,  and  then  prayer.  I commented  a little 
upon  the  verses  which  I read  from  the  Bible. 

8130.  What  number  of  inmates  attended  your  service?— I recollect,  on  one  occasion,  I 
had  so  many  as  sixty  or  sixty-six,  including  male  and  female  patients- 

8131.  What  was  the  average  during  the  two  years  ?— They  diminished  considerably 
before  the  conclusion  of  my  services  as  chaplain.  I suppose  the  average  was^ about  thirty. 
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8133.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  diminution  ? — I really  do  not  know.  I was  under 
the  impression  that  the  selection  of  the  patients  depended  upon  the  resident  authorities  of 
the  asylum. 

8183.  Were  you  ever  furnished  with  any  statement  of  the  number  of  Presbyterians 
connected  with  your  persuasion  in  the  asylum? — I was  not.  I applied  for  it  at  onetime 
if  I recollect  rightly,  and  was  refused.  ’ 

8134.  How  did  you  find  the  patients  conduct  themselves  at  service  ? — They  deported 
themselves  in  the  most  orderly  manner,  and  showed  as  much  devotion  during  worship  as 
any  sane  congregation  I ever  witnessed.  I had  short  conversations  with  them  after 
service. 

8135.  What  impression  or  effect  do  you  consider  was  produced  upon  them  by  your 
ministrations  ? — I think  they  were  exceedingly  soothed  by  them. 

8130.  When  you  say  that  the  number  ol'  attendants  upon  your  ministration  was  not 
equal  towards  the  close  to  what  it  was  at  first,  did  you  communicate  with  the  Governors  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  that  falling  off? — I did  not.  In  fact  I did  not  think  that  any 
communication  from  the  chaplains  would  be  acceptable  at  head  quarters,  and  I thought  it 
prudent  not  to  make  any  communication,  considering  the  feelings  that  were  entertained 
out  of  doors  towards  the  chaplains. 

8137.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  feelings  out  of  doors  ? — I was  under  the  impression 
that  the  slightest  movement  on  the  part  of  the  chaplains,  might  be  construed  into  some- 
thing which  it  was  not  intended  to  be. 

8138.  By  whom  ? — Parties  opposing  the  chaplains. 

8139.  Do  you  mean  by  parties  on  flic  Board,  or  by  the  public  at  large  in  Belfast  ? I 

cannot  say.  I knew  there  was  a great  opposition  to  us  both  indoors  and  out  of  doors,  and 
therefore  I deemed  it  wise  to  act  as  prudently  as  possible. 

8140.  Were  those  who  attended  your  ministrations  at  the  end  persons  who  originally 
attended,  or  did  any  who  absented  themselves  return  ? — I think  some  of  the  patients  left 
the  asylum  during  the  course  of  my  ministrations  and  some  new  patients  came  in. 

8141.  Did  you  apply  to  the  manager  for  a list  of  the  number  of  patients  of  your  per- 
suasion, whom  the  visiting  physician  considered  competent  to  attend  your  ministrations  ?— 
I have  it  recorded  in  my  book  that  I applied  to  Mr.  Lamonte  for  a list  of  the  number  of 
Presbyterian  patients  in  the  asylum,  and  he  informed  me  Dr.  Stewart  said  no  such  list  was 
to  be  given. 
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. 8142.  Have  you  been  for  many  years  matron  of  this  establishment  ? — Twenty-two  years 
m July  next. 

8143.  Do  you  take  general  charge  of  the  laundry  department,  clothing,  and  bedding?— 
I superintend  it. 

8144.  Do  you  also  superintend  the  kitchen  department? — Yes. 

8145.  The  stores  which  are  received  into  the  asylum  are  in  the  custody  of  the  store- 
keeper, I presume  ? — Yes. 

8146.  To  whom  are  they  issued  by  you  in  the  culinary  department  ? — I have  nothing  to 
say  to  the  stores  at  all.  The  storekeeper  has  charge  of  all  the  food,  which  he  receives  from 
those  who  supply  it  to  the  establishment,  and  he  gives  it  out  to  cook  according  as  it  is 
required.  I have  nothing  to  say  to  the  receiving  or  giving  out  of  the  food. 

8147.  With  regard  to  the  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  which  are  not  made  up  in  the 
house,  are  they  kept  by  the  storekeeper  till  issued  ? — Yes. 

8148.  Do  you  receive  any  stores  to  be  made  up  ?— Yes,  those  articles  that  come  to  be 
made  under  my  superintendence.  I give  directions  to  the  head  nurse  as  to  what  the 
materials  are  to  be  cut  into.  I give  an  order  every  week  according  as  the  various  articles 
are  required. 

8149.  Are  the  female  patients  fully  employed  ? — As  far  as  we  can  employ  them,  they  are. 
As  many  as  we  can  induce  to  work  we  do,  by  any  means  we  can  use,  such  as  by  a little 
indulgence  occasionally. 

8150.  Are  you  enabled  to  make  up  the  whole  of  the  female  clothing  in  the  house?— 
Yes,  with  the  exception  of  shoes- 

of  ^leedlem  occuPa^on  816  &e  female  patients  ? — Spinning,  knitting,  and  all  kinds 

. Are  there  any  amusements  provided  for  them?— Yes;  we  have  got  one  or  two 
violin  players  on  the  male  side,  and  they  play  for  the  inmates,  and  they  have  a dance, 
generally , in  some  corridor.  They  ask  me  for  permission  to  have  a dance  in  one  corridor 
or  another  and  1 give  permission  ; that  is  generally  every  evening. 

8153.  What  books  have  the  female  patients?— They  have  the  Illustrated  Times,  the 
Dondon  News,  Punch,  the  Ladies'  Newspaper,  the  London  Journal,  Chambers'  Journal. 
^ o/r  rtH- £>rea*'  Merest  those  publications  that  have  stories  in  them. 

8154.  Have  they  any  religious  books? — They  have  Bibles  and  Testaments,  according  to 
tJieir  various  persuasions,  the  Douay  and  other  Bibles. 

81.55.  Have  they  Books  of  Common  Prayer  and  Catholic  prayer  books?— There  are 
some  ol  the  men,  I think,  have  got  their  Manuals.  Dr.  Stewart  gives  them  out  to  some 
ol  tne  male  patients.  They  have  got  their  own  little  Manuals  to  read  themselves,  but 
tney  are  not  supplied  by  the  establishment. 

8156.  Is^ there  a considerable  number  of  the  female  patients  who  are  tolerably  sane?— 
res,  tnere  is  a great  number  of  them  convalescent.  We  do  not  consider  that  they  are 
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really  sane : they  are  convalescent,  and  very  capable  of  being  employed  in  the  various 
branches  of  employment  we  can  put  them  to.  A great  number  of  the  female  patients  are 
employed  in  the  laundry,  all  the  washing  being  done  by  the  patients,  with  the  exception  of 
an  assistant  m the  laundry. 

8157.  Do  the  patients  assemble  for  prayer  on  any  day? — No. 

8158.  Then,  any  thing  in  that  way  is  left  entirely  to  themselves  ?— Yes.  Such  of  them 
as  we  consider  fit  to  go  out  on  the  Sabbath,  with  their  nurses  and  keepers,  are  permitted 
to  go  to  a place  of  worship ; but  we  have  no  worship  in  the  house  at  present  for  them. 

8159.  How  is  the  selection  made  of  those  who  are  allowed  to  go  out  to  worship — is 
permission  given  to  any  inmates  who  make  a request  to  go  out?— Yes,  if  they  are  sufficiently 
well.  Some  might  ask  who  would  not  be  considered  sufficiently  well  to  leave  the  asylum. 

8160.  How  many,  on  the  average,  generally  go  out  on  Sunday?— Four  or  five  female 
patients. 

8161.  Out  of  how  many  female  patients  ?— One  hundred  and  forty-eight.  They  are  not 
all  fit  to  go  out  who  express  a wish  to  do  so.  Those  that  are  fit  to  go  out  are  never  refused: 
and  whenever  any  of  them  ask  for  any  clergyman,  we  always  make  it  a point  to  send  for 
him.  They  sometimes  ask  to  see  their  clergyman,  and  we  make  it  a point  to  send  for  the 
clergyman. 

8162.  No  matter  what  church  they  belong  to  ? — No  matter  what  church  they  belong  to. 

8163.  During  the  twenty-two  years  you  have  been  here,  has  there  been  the  same  absence 
as  there  is  now  of  any  religious  prayer,  or  reading,  or  instruction  ? — We  had  chaplains 
here  for  some  time.  Previous  to  that  Dr.  Stewart  had  Sabbath  worship  for  some  of  the 
patients  who  expressed  a wish  to  come  in.  We  generally  allowed  them  to  do  so,  a small 
number  of  them  of  course,  a great  many  would  not  be  allowed  to  do  so : but  those  who  were 
fit  we  allowed,  under  the  supervision  of  their  nurses  aud  keepers,  who  always  came  in 
with  them. 

8164.  Were  they  all  of  one  religious  persuasion  who  attended  those  Sabbath  meetings? — 
They  were  all,  generally  speaking,  Presbyterians,  and  Episcopalians,  that  is,  the  Protestant 
religion.  When  we  knew  of  any  others  coming  in  we  always  forbid  them,  for  we  knew  it 
was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  their  church.  They  have  come  and  forced  themselves  in  at  times, 
and  they  came  into  worship  when  I was  not  aware  of  it ; and  when  I found  it  out  from 
the  nurses,  I always  forbid  it,  and  would  not  allow  it. 

8 1 b 5 ■ For  how  long  a period  did  those  Sunday  meetings  continue  ? — I could  not  exactly 
say. 

8166.  For  years  or  months? — Some  yews. 

8167.  Did  you  find  that  the  attendance  upon  those  Sunday  meetings  led  to  the  patients 
who  were  present  at  them  speaking  much  upon  religious  matters  with  the  other  patients 
during  the  week? — I never  found  that  they  did  so.  They  always  seemed  very  much 
pleased  to  be  allowed  to  come  in,  and  we  never  foimd  any  unpleasantness  from  it  We 
never  found  them  talking  to  each  other  on  the  subject,  and  they  were  very  glad  to  come. 

8168.  Did  you  find  the  manner  or  conduct  of  the  patients,  during  the  period  that  there 
were  chaplains  officiating  here  different  from  what  it  had  been  before  ? — A very  decided 
difference. 

8169.  Explain  what  difference  ? — I perceived  a very  great  difference  in  many  of  the 
patients  who  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  on  worship,  and  in  many  who  were  not  in  the 
habit  .of  attending.  They  quarrelled  very  much  with  each  other  with  respect  to  their  reli- 
gion. One  would  say  to  another,  “ My  religion  is  a great  deal  better  than  your  religion. 
Such  a clergyman  knows  how  to  teach  a great  deal  better  than  yours.”  I have  been  sent 
for  by  nurses  to  quell  those  quarrels  at  times,  and  I very  often  found  it  very  unpleasant 
to  have  to  go  to  prevent  those  things. 

8170.  Were  those  quarrels  between  the  inmates  or  the  nurses? — Between  the  inmates; 
and  the  nurses  would  come  to  me  to  try  and  prevent  the  quarrelling.  There  was  a great 
deal  of  unpleasantness  amongst  the  patients.  Several  of  them  wanted  to  go  into  the  different 
places  of  worship,  when  they  were  not  fit  at  all  to  go ; and  very  often,  rather  than  appear 
harsh  to  them,  or  rather  than  let  them  think  we  would  not  allow  them  to  go,  we  really 
have  allowed  some  to  go  into  worship  whom  we  did  not  consider  fit. 

8171.  You  mean,  they  were  too  excited? — Yes,  they  were  very  much  excited  afterwards. 

8172.  By  whom  was  the  selection  made  of  the  patients  who  were  to  attend,  by  Dr.  Stewart 
°r  by  the  visiting  physician  ? — Generally  speaking,  by  Dr.  Stewart  and  myself.  The  visiting 
physician  was  not  here  at  all  times,  nor  could  he  know  who  was  fit.  He  only  saw  them  for 
a few  minutes,  perhaps  three  times  a week. 

8173.  How  do  you  account  for  those  extensive  conversations  and  disputations  about 
religious  matters  taking  place  in  consequence  of  the  chaplains’  ministrations,  and  not  occur- 
ring after  Dr.  Stewart  had  read  prayers  for  them  ? — I can  account  for  it  in  this  way : that 
they  looked  upon  Dr.  Stewart  as  a friend.  They  wished  to  come  in  and  hear  the  prayer ; 
bffi  it  was.  the  different  denominations  that  had  all  the  quarrelling.  I recollect  at  several 
different  times  there  was  quarelling  amongst  different  denominations. 

8174.  "What  arrangements  were  made  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship  by  each  of  the 
chaplains  : did  they  all  officiate  at  the  same  hour  ? — No ; they  came  regularly,  and  there 
could.be  nothing  exciting  at  all  in  their  coming  or  ministrations.  I am  sure  it  was  merely 
a feeling  that  took  possession  of  the  weak-minded  creatures  about  the  different  chaplains 
coming  in  one  after  another.  The  best  of  people,  in  their  senses,  will  quarrel  on  religious 
subjects ; but  those  inmates  could  not  control  themselves  as  we  could,  and  they  used  to 
bgkt.  I recollect,  one  time,  a poor  woman  taking  up  part  of  a wheel  and  hitting  another  a 
blow  on  the  head  on  account  of  religion. 
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8175.  Have  those  religious  differences  occurred  at  other  times  in  the  asylum?-— I fl0 
not  recollect  them  ever  having  occurred  at  any  other  time.  I am  sure  they  never  did  in 
my  time. 

8176.  How  long  is  it  since  the  chaplains  were  discontinued? — I should  think  about  a 
yw. 

8177.  Supposing  a patient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  attendant,  to  be  dying,  or  to  be 
in  such  a weak  state  that  she  would  not  be  likely  to  be  aware  of  her  condition,  would  you 
feel  it  your  duty  to  suggest  that  a clergyman  shouldbe  sent  for  ? — Whenever  I see  that  thev 
are  conscious,  and  that  they  do  not  wish  it  themselves,  I frequently  ask,  “ Would  you  not 
wish  to  see  your  priest  or  minister.”  The  nurses  do  it;  and  whenever  a patient  expresses 
such  a wish,  it  is  always  attended  to. 

8178.  How  frequently  have  clergymen  attended  during  the  present  year1  in  this  asy- 
lum?— Well,  several  times.  We  have  had  a Roman  Catholic  clergymanattending;  but  with 
one  exception  we  have  not  had  another  this  last  year.  We  have  not  had  a patient  that 
wished  for  it  but  once.  I do  not  know  how  often  the  Roman  Catholic  clei’gyman  came  for 
he  has  come  very  often,  of  late  particularly. 

8179.  Are  you  enabled  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  this  excitement  you  speak  of 
arose  from  the  preaching  of  the  chaplains  or  from  the  fact  of  the  patients  being  reminded  by 
attending  religious  worship  of  the  difference  of  their  persuasions  ? — I do  not  think  it  was 
from  the  preaching.  I think  it  was  Lorn  one  set  of  patients  of  one  denomination  going  into 
one  worship,  and  the  other  set  of  another  denomination  going  to  another  worship,  and  then 
their  meeting  together  after. 

8180.  Have  any  religious  differences  occurred  since  the  chaplains  ceased  to  attend?— I 
could  not  say  whether  there  have  or  have  not ; I have  not  heard  of  any.  They  certainly 
have  not  had  any  quarrelling  on  the  subject.  They  may,  of  course,  have  had  conversation  in 
the  corridors  about  it,  but  I was  not  aware  of  it.  I have  never  been  told  of  any  tiling,  nor 
have  I been  called  in  to  quell  any  thing  like  disturbance  in  consequence  of  it. 

_ 8181.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  of  how  often  you  were  called  on  to  compose  those 
differences  during  the  two  years  the  chaplains  were  officiating? — I could  not  say.  I was 
obliged  to  go  into  the  corridors  on  very  many  days — I had  to  go  very  frequently;  and 
before  the  hour  of  the  chaplains  coming,  I was  very  often  annoyed  with  the  quarrelling  of 
the  patients  with  each  other  about  going  into  the  chaplains,  some  saying  the  others  should 
not  go,  when  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  go. 

8182.  That  was  not  amongst  inmates  of  different  religious  persuasions? — -No;  they 
were  quarrelling  about  being  permitted  to  attend. 

8183.  The  excitement  you  previously  referred  to  I understood  to  be  amongst  inmates  of 
different  religions  ? — Yes,  entirely,  after  they  came  out  from  worship. 

8184.  Have  you  found  any  excitement  or  differences  connected  with  religion  to  arise 
amongst  the  patients  who  go  out  on  Sunday  to  worship  and  come  back  again  ? — No;  they 
go  out  to  their  particular  places  of  worship  with  the  nurses  who  belong  to  their  denomina- 
tions, and  they  are  not  with  each  other  at  the  time  they  arc  going  to  worship. 

8185.  Nor  were  they  with  each  other  at  divine  service  in  the  house  ? — No,  but  the  persons 
who  go  out  of  the  asylum  are  persons  that  leave  in  the  morning  after  breakfast,  and  do  not 
return  till  the  service  is  over ; so  they  have  not  any  opportunity  of  conversing. 

8186.  Have  they  not  the  same  opportunity  when  they  come  back  as  if  they  had  been  in 
the  asylum? — Not  at  all;  for  when  they  attended  worship  in  the  house,  one  denomination 
came  out  at  once,  and  met  another  persuasion  going  into  the  room. 

8187.  Then  the  arrangements  were  such  that  they  came  in  actual  contact : when  one 
party  of  inmates  of  one  religion  were  retiring  from  service  they  met  another  party  of 
another  religion  who  were  proceeding  to  service  ? — Not  exactly  always  that  way,  but  the 
one  party  would  come  into  a different  room,  and  knowing  that  the  others  were  with  the 
other  clergyman,  it  so  happened  that  they  used  to  quarrel  about  it. 
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Armagh,  14th  May,  1857. 


Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Armagh  District  Asylum. 

Thomaa  Jackson , Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8188.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  manager  of  the  Armagh  Asylum  ? — Thirty- 
three  years ; I was  appointed  in  1824. 

8189.  Are  you  a professional  person  ? — No,  I am  not  a medical  doctor. 

8190.  You  are  neither  physician  nor  surgeon? — Neither. 

8191.  Is  there  any  medical  attendant  of  the  institution  besides  the  visiting  physician  ? — 
No. 

8192.  Is  there  no  apothecary  ? — We  get  the  medicine  from  an  apothecary  in  the  town. 

8193.  Is  he  a salaried  officer  of  the  institution? — No. 

8194.  Has  that  been  always  the  case? — Not  always.  At  one  period  there  was  an 
apothecary  who  furnished  medicine  and  came  and  administered  it ; however,  the  present 
plan  was  found  more  convenient. 

8195.  By  whom  are  the  medicines  compounded  ? — By  the  apothecary  in  Armagh. 

8190.  Then  the  medicines  which  are  to  be  used  simply  are  kept  in  the  house  ? — There 

is  a stock  of  medicine  in  the  house  ready  compounded.  When  any  thing  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  is  wanted,  the  physician  prescribes  in  the  book  which  is  sent  to  the  apothecary. 

8197.  For  what  counties  is  the  asylum  appropriated  ? — Armagh,  Monaghan,  and  Cavan. 

8198.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  regular? — I would  say  very  good. 

8199.  Is  the  attendance  from  the  more  distant  counties  of  Cavan  and  Monaghan 
regular? — No;  there  is  seldom  any  attendance  from  those  distant  counties.  It  is  the 
Governors  living  in  the  vicinity  who  attend. 

8200.  Have  you  on  all  occasions  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  ? — It  is  very 
seldom  that  we  have  not  a quorum;  perhaps  not  twice  last  year  was  there  no  quorum. 
There  are  generally  four,  or  five,  or  six  Governors  present. 

8201.  Has  the  business  of  the  asylum  ever  been  transacted  by  a smaller  number  than  a 
quorum? — The  ordinary  monthly  transactions  have,  by  a Governor  or  two  Governors. 

8202.  Is  there  any  committee  appointed  by  the  Governors  to  visit  the  house  in  the 
intervening  period  between  the  monthly  meetings  ? — No. 

8203.  Do  the  Governors  themselves  visit  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  monthly  meetings, 

or  at  other  times  ? — They  generally  go  through  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  monthly  meet- 
ings; not  always.  . 

8204.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  the  meetings  of  the  board  ?— Seldom. 

8205.  When  they  do  attend,  do  they  vote  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings  like  the  other 
Governors  ?— I am  not  aware  that  they  have  voted  on  any  occasion,  I think  not,  as  well 
as  I recollect.  They  are  not  often  here  at  the  monthly  meetings. 

8206.  Are  there  any  special  local  regulations,  for  the  government  of  the  asylum,  framed 
by  the  Board  of  Governors  in  addition  to  the  Privy  Council  rules  ?— No. 

8207.  Is  the  asylum  at  present  full  ?— Yes,  we  have  four  over  the  prescribed  number. 

I would  observe,  that  latterly  there  has  been  a great  pressure  for  admission.  That 
occasionally  increases  from  time  to  time,  and  subsides.  , , 

8208.  Are  we  to  understand  the  pressure  for  admission  has  been  beyond  what  you  could 

provide  for  ?— Yes;  at  present  it  is,  to  the  extent  of  six  cases,  one  man  and  five  women. 
During  last  summer  we  had  twelve  or  thirteen  vacancies.  The  pressure  occasionally  takes 
place  and  subsides.  _ ^ , 

8209.  Do  you  receive  many  patients  from  the  gaols  ? — I would  say,  too  many,  lhe  gaols 
are  made  the  medium  of  transferring  patients  in  many  instances,  greatly  to  the  injury 
of  the  patients;  and  there  is  a difficulty  afterwards  in  getting  shut  of  them,  there  being 
bo  (martin tee  for  their  removal.  I would  further  observe,  that  there  are,  from  time  to  time 
patients  coming  in  through  the  medium  of  the  gaols  that  we  consider  not  fit  subjects  for 

ffirDo  you  refer  to  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  ?— Yes ; that  is  the 
Act  under  which  they  are  transmitted  here.  . , „ „ . 0 T .n,  * 

8211.  In  what  respect  do  you  consider  them  not  fit  patients  for  the  asylum  ?— I refer  to 
cases  of  imbecility.  For  instance,  Dr  Corrigan  saw  a case  now  of  an  old  man  who  did  not 
leave  his  bed  since  he  came  here.  He  is  occupying  the  place  of  a curable  or  dangerous  patient. 

8212.  From  what  gaol  has  he  been  sent?— Ido  not  know  that  he  came  from  a gaol, 
but  such  cases  have  been  sent  from  gaols.  Very  recently,  from  Cavan,  there  came  such  a 

. 8213.  Do  yon  consider  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  gaols  impedes  tlieir  cure  ?— No  ques- 
tion  of  it ; the  disease  very  soon  assumes  a chronic  character.  . 

8214.  Your  difficulty  with  reference  to  the  non-removal  of  such  cases  arises  from  there 
being  no  bond,  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  admissions  by  the  Board  . There  is  no  bond, 
and  we  are  bound  to  receive  them. 
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8215.  Do  you  find  that  you  receive  sufficient  information  with  respect  to  those  cas 

which  come  from  gaols? — We  receive  scarcely  any  information  whatever.  es 

8216.  With  ordinary  cases  do  you  receive  the  requisite  information  ? — We  frequent! 

receive  information  which  it  is  satisfactory  to  possess,  and  which  it  is  necessary  to  reco  -d 
in  our  books ; but  with  gaol  cases  we  get  no  information  except  the  name  of  the  patient 
and  the  party  committing.  1 1 

8217.  Do  you  receive  many  cases  from  workhouses? — Not  many.  They  have  bep 
anxious  to  transfer  eases  from  workhouses,  but  the  Governors  did  not  altogether  like  that 

8218.  You  mean,  the  guardians  have  been  anxious  to  transfer  cases  to  the  asylum  ? Yes 

8219.  Is  full  information  given  respecting  workhouse  cases  when  they  are  received?— 
Yes,  generally  the  requirements  of  the  form  of  admission  are  complied  with ; indeed  I 
should  say  in  almost  every  case  where  there  is  a possibility  of  complying  with  the  form  it  is 
done,  so  far  as  the  parties  know  the  particulars  of  the  case. 

8220.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  difficulty  as  to  the  bond  in  workhouse 
cases  ? — I think  the  master  of  the  workhouse  generally  signs  it. 

8221.  Have  yon  had  any  difficulty  in  getting  workhouse  cases,  which  proved  to  be  incu- 
rable, removed  from  the  asylum  ? — There  have  been  very  few  cases  from  the  workhouses 
and  I do  not  at  this  moment  recollect  any  difficulty  in  getting  any  of  them  removed.  ’ 

8222.  Have  you  received  many  workhouse  cases  within  the  last  six  months? To  the 

best  of  my  recollection,  we  received  two  females ; one  recovered  in  a very  short  time  the 
other  is  imbecile.  ’ 


8223.  Are  you  aware  that  it  appears  from  returns  which  have  been  furnished  to  the 
Commissioners  that  there  were,  on  the  1st  January  last,  over  100  lunatics  in  the  work- 
houses  of  this  district? — I am  not. 

8224.  Is  it  your  opinion,  as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  the  district,  that  the  existing 
asylum  at  Armagh  is  adequate  for  the  wants  of  that  district  ? — I should  think  it  would  be 
adequate  if  improper  and  unfit  subjects  were  not  forced  upon  it.  The  pressure  that  now 
exists  I hope  will  subside  in  a very  short  time ; and  if  they  do  not  fill  up  the  vacancies  that 
occur  by  putting  in  improper  or  unfit  subjects,  the  asylum  ought  to  be  adequate  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  curable  and  dangerous  lunatic  poor  of  the  district. 

8225-  By  the  return  which  you  have  furnished  it  appears  that  there  were  on  the  1st  of 
January  last  in  the  asylum  104  incurable  cases  out.  of  132 ; the  opportunity,  therefore,  of 
providing  for  fresh  cases  can  only  arise  on  vacancies  occurring  by  the  recovery  of  some  of 
the  twenty-eight  curable  cases,  or  by  the  death  or  removal  of  some  of  the  104  incurables?— 
Yes,  or  by  the  removal  of  harmless  cases. 

8226.  Does  not  the  existence  of  such  a number  of  incurable  cases  limit  the  operation 
of  this  establishment  as  a curative  hospital  ? — Unquestionably. 

8227.  Have  the  Board  of  Governors  ever  considered  what  could  be  done  with  a view  of 

providing  for  those  incurable  cases  ? — The  subject  has  been  under  consideration  from 
tnne  to  tune ; not  recently.  One  time  there  was  a proposal  to  erect  an  hospital  for  incurable 
cases  belonging  to  the  province;  another  proposition  was,  to  add  to  the  existing  establish- 
ment a department  for  incurables.  There  were  never  any  decided  steps  taken  in  the 
matter.  1 

8228.  What  was  your  own  view  as  to  the  most  advisable  course  ?— If  the  present  aslyum 
could  be  enlarged  without  deranging  the  plan,  to  add  to  it  would,  probably,  be  a very  good 
way  of  meeting  the  difficulty;  but  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  would  he  better  to  detach  the 
other  counties,  aud  let  them  build  on  a small  scale  for  themselves. 

8229.  I understand  you  consider  this  asylum  would  then  be  adequate  for  the  wants  of 
the  county  Armagh?  It  is  more  than  adequate  for  the  wants  of  Armagh;  I would  say  it 
JWWtt  be  fully  adequate  for  the  wants  of  Armagh  and  Monaghan,  and  the  great  proba- 
bility is,  for  the  wants  of  Cavan. 


8230.  By  the  returns  to  which  I have  referred  it  appears  that  fully  one  half  of  the 
inmates  come  from  the  county  Armagh? — Yes;  the  great  majority  come  from  the  county 
Armagh.  There  is  a great  deal  of  the  disease  in  Armagh. 

8231.  Having  had  some  experience  in  the  charge  of  the  insane,  is  your  opinion  favour- 
aoie  to  having  a distinct  institution  for  incurable  cases,  or  to  incurable  cases  being  treated 
in  the  same  asylum  with  curables  ? — I am  favourable,  on  the  whole,  to  putting  them  in 
the  same  asylum  with  curables.  I think  there  could  be  a separate  part  of  the  building  for 
idiots  and  a separate^  part  for  dangerous  cases.  In  the  present  building  there  is  not  a 
proper  arrangement  for  their  accommodation. 

Yes^I^hinlTso16  num^er  ^ncura^e  Cftses  in  the  asylum  been  gradually  augmenting ?— 

8233.  The  number  of  recoveries,  I presume,  is  chiefly  amongst  the  recent  cases  ?— 

x es ; there  is  a solitary  instance  of  a case  of  long  standing  recovering,  but  that  is  a rare 
occurrence.  e ° 

8234.  From  the  returns  you  have  furnished  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a consider- 
able mimber  of  deaths  in  the  asylum  in  some  years;  amounting  in  the  year  1855  to 
nearly  20  per  cent,  on  the  average  number  of  patients  ?— The  number  of  deaths  arises  from 
he  accumulation  of  old  chronic  and  imbecile  cases.  Every  hospital  will  in  some  years  have 
a great  cleat  more  deaths  than  in  other  years,  by  the  dropping  off  of  old,  worn-out  cases- 
There  was  no  epidemic. 

8235.  Can  you  give  any  particular  reason  for  the  number  of  deaths  having  been  twenty- 
two  in  the  year  1853,  six  in  the  ye  ax  1854,  and  twenty-five  in  the  year  1855  ?— It  did  not 
arise  from  any  epidemic. 
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8236.  Do  you  find  the  asylum  generally  healthy  ? — Remarkably  so. 

8237.  What  quantity  of  land  is  there  attached  to  the  building  ?— About  eight  statute 
acres,  I think.  We  have  nearly  six  acres  under  cultivation  and  under  a garden. 

8238.  Is  that  a sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates  ? — I think 
it  is.  Our  number  is  not  large.  We  always,  except  in  bad  weather,  have  resources  for 
occupying  the  patients  on  the  land. 

8239.  If  this  asylum  were  enlarged  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  district,  would  there 
be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  a sufficient  quantity  of  land  ? — I should  think  not.  I would 
follow  that  up  by  observing,  that  there  is  a great  danger  in  accumulating  the  land  of  the 
asylum ; we  would  be  inclined  then  to  keep  chronic  cases  working  here  that  should  be  out 
of  the  asylum. 

8240.  Is  the  building,  in  your  opinion,  suitable  in  every  way  for  a lunatic  asylum  ? By- 

no  means  ; the  plan  is  very  bad. 

8241.  In  what  do  you  consider  it  principally  deficient  ?— There  are  no  rooms  for  the 
servants ; there  is  no  second  day-room,  as  there  should  be ; so  that  while  we  are  cleaning 
one  the  patients  could  go  into  the  other;  there  are  no  water-closets.  We  are  tolerably 
well  off  for  hot  water.  The  plan  of  the  building  is  not  so  suitable  as  it  ought  to  be.  Much 
depends  upon  the  plan  for  producing  that  order  which  is  of  very  great  importance  in  a 
lunatic  asylum. 

8242.  Where  do  the  attendants  sleep  ? — In  the  day-room. 

8243.  Are  the  airing-courts  extensive  ? — Not  as  extensive  as  they  should  be.  I would 
say  we  have  only  one  yard  for  men  and  one  for  women,  that  we  can  use  with  any 
degree  of  comfort.  The  men  are  mostly  out,  and  the  women  in  summer  are  out,  in  the 
evening,  walking;  so  that  we  made  up  in  some  measure  for  the  want  of  airing-courts. 

8244.  Do  the  women  take  no  out-door  exercise  except  in  the  airing  court  in  winter? — 
No. 

8245.  You  have  stated  that  there  are  no  water-closets : is  it  the  ease  that  the  privies 
are  obliged  to  be  emptied  through  the  airing- courts  ? — It  is. 

8246.  Have  you  not  found  that  very  objectionable  ? — Very  objectionable ; and  the  great 
difficulty  with  the  Governors  was  to  know  where  to  place  them.  Such  was  the  plan  that 
we  could  not  devise  a convenient  place  for  the  privies. 

8247.  Would  there  be  no  means  of  placing  them  rather  in  the  exterior  of  the  grounds, 
so  that  they  could  be  cleaned  from  the  outside  ? — With  respect  to  two  privies  we  made  an 
improved  arrangement,  by  making  cess-pools  outside ; but  there  are  two  more  we  could 
not  at  all  arrange  in  that  manner,  they  are  built  close  to  the  wall  of  the  house. 

8248.  Is  the  sewerage  of  the  house  good? — Very  inferior. 

8249.  Are  we  to  understand  that  it  does  not  act  effectively  ? — It  does  not.  It  requires 
great  attention  and  pains  on  the  part  of  the  attendants  here  to  keep  the  sewers  clean. 

8250.  Does  the  sewerage  lead  entirely  out  of  the  grounds  ? — There  is  a little  rivulet 
behind,  and  in  summer  it  makes  its  way  into  that : but  the  sewerage  is  not  adequate  to 
meet  the  demands  upon  it. 

8251.  Is  the  asylum  lighted  with  gas? — Yes. 

8252.  Are  there  any  fires  in  the  galleries  in  winter  ? — Yes ; it  depends  upon  the  state  of 
the  weather.  If  the  place  is  dry,  we  ai'e  sparing  of  the  coals ; on  the  slightest  appearance 
of  damp,  we  light  the  fires. 

8253.  Are  you  afforded  the  means  of  keeping  the  asylum  sufficiently  warm  ? — Yes,  so 
far  as  open  fire-places  can  accomplish  it. 

8254.  You  seem  to  provide  fires  principally  against  damp? — Dampness,  or  excessive 
cold.  We  have  always  fires  in  the  day-rooms. 

8255.  Are  there  any  thermometers  to  enable  you  to  determine  wbat  the  temperature 
is? — We  have  such  a thing  in  the  house. 

8256.  Is  it  used? — Not  commonly. 

8257.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  for  the  several  lavatories  ? — Two  of  the 
male  corridors  have  a supply  of  hot  water,  and  two  of  the  female  corridors  the  same.  To 
all  the  eight  corridors  there  is  a sufficient  supply  of  cold  water. 

8258.  Is  there  sufficient  bedding  and  clothing  provided  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  ?~-I 
think  so.  It  is  a thing  that  requires  great  attention.  The  Governors  do  not  limit  any 
thing  that  is  necessary. 

8259.  Are  there  any  benches  or  seats  in  the  corridors? — Not  in  the  corridors  : there  are 
some  outside,  under  the  colonnade. 

8260.  Is  there  an  infirmary  attached  to  the  asylum  ? — No  infirmary.  A patient  is  treated 
by  the  physician  in  his  own  room. 

8261.  Is  that  invariably  the  case?— That  is  invariably  the  case  here,  and  has  been  so 
here  from  the  commencement. 

8262.  Is  there  any  of  the  cells  provided  with  fire-places  ?— What  are  called  the  con- 
valescent male  and  female  rooms  are  provided  with  fire-places.  We  remove,  occasionally, 
a delicate  case  into  one  of  these  rooms  when  it  can  be  done. 

8263.  Do  you  think  that  the  patients  who  are  labouring  under  sickness  can  be  as  well 
treated  in  their  separate  cells  as  in  an  infirmary  ? — If  there  were  a number  of  sick,  an 
infirmary  would  be  the  better  place  for  them;  but  we  do  not  average  one  sick  here  in  a 
month. 

8264.  Would  not  an  infirmary  afford  greater  facility  to  one  nurse  attending  patients 
than  if  they  were  distributed  over  the  house  in  cells  ?— I think  the  patients  would,  prob- 
ably, be  more  comfortable  in  an  infirmary  ward,  under  the  care  of  the  nurse  and  physician. 
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8265.  How  many  cells  have  you  altogether  with  fire-places  in  them  ? — Six  for  males  and 
six  for  females. 

82GG.  Are  not  comfort  and  warmth  as  necessary  for  one  patient  as  for  many? I would 

advocate  warmth  for  all  lunatics. 

82G7.  You  cannot  provide  for  a sick  lunatic  adequate  warmth  and  comfort  unless  you 
transfer  him  to  one  of  those  cells  of  which  you  speak  ? — If  the  disease  appear-  to  be  only 
a temporary  one,  the  patient  is  very  well  in  a sleeping-room,  with  a nurse  to  attend  him  • jf 
it  is  likely  to  be  a prolonged  case  of  sickness,  he  would  be  better  in  one  of  those  cells  for 
sick  persons. 

8268.  Attendance  will  not  compensate  for  the  want  of  warmth  ? — I generally  find  the 
sleeping-rooms  warm. 

82G9.  Doyou  consider  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  an  infirmary  attached  to  the  asylum?— 
It  would  be  advisable  if  the  sick  were  numerous ; it  depends  upon  that. 

8270.  That  may  any  day  arise? — Yes. 

827 1.  You  have  said  that  you  generally  find  the  room  in  which  a sick  patient  is  con- 
fined warm  enough  ? — I think  so. 

8272.  What  are  the  means  of  warming  it  ? — There  are  no  means  except  the  heat  from  the 
fires  in  the  corridors.  One  or  two  of  those  rooms  are  near  the  boiler  for  supplying  hot 
water ; other  rooms  may  not  be  so  warm. 

8273.  From  what  does  the  heat  of  those  rooms  arise  which  are  not  near  the  boiler?— 
From  the  fires  in  the  corridors. 

8274.  And  what  about  the  rooms  that  are  at  a distance  from  the  fires? — I think  the 
fires  are  sufficient  to  produce  a comfortable  degree  of  beat,  as  much  as  any  healthy  person 
would  require. 

8275.  But  it  is  of  sick  persons  we  are  speaking? — We  would  have  them  removed,  when 
they  are  sick,  near  to  the  heat,  which  we  can  do. 

8276.  In  all  cases  ? — Probably  not  in  all,  but  mostly  in  all. 

• 8277.  Is  mechanical  restraint  much  used  in  the  asylum  ? — I would  say,  very  sparingly; 

though,  I think,  you  have  seen  more  of  it  to-day  than  you  would  have  seen  for  two  months 
before. 

8278.  Are  the  instruments  of  mechanical  restraint  kept  always  in  your  custody? — No; 
hut  they  cannot  be  applied  without  my  knowledge. 

8279.  How  can  you  be  aware  of  that,  if  they  are  not  in  your  custody  ? — I am  seldom  off 
the  premises. 

8280.  Unless  you  were  perpetually  going  round  through  the  house,  might  they  not  be 
used  without  your  knowledge  ? — It  may  take  place. 

8281.  Are  you  aware  the  regulations  require  that  you  should  take  charge  of  those 
instruments  of  restraint? — I am  aware  that  they  do  require  I should  take  charge  of 
them,  and  the  only  way  I can  meet  that  is  by  giving  them  out  to  a servant  of  dis- 
cretion, who  is  accountable  for  their  application. 

8282.  Is  not  the  meaning  of  the  regulation  that  you  should  exercise  the  discretion, 
and  not  the  attendant  ? — The  attendant  is  accountable  to  me  for  their  application.  The 
attendants  may  want  a pair  of  straps ; I may  be  in  town  for  an  hour,  or  half  an  bom-, 
and  it  would  not  do  to  leave  them  without  something  of  the  land. 

8283.  Under  these  circumstances  the  charge  of  the  instruments  of  restraint  might  he 
left  either  with  the  matron  or  some  head  officer  ? — Very  true. 

8284.  Is  restraint  ever  used  without  the  direction  of  the  medical  attendant  ? — Yes.  The 
medical  attendant  could  not  remain  in  the  asylum  to  give  instructions  or  directions  in 
evm-y  case  calling  for  restraint.  He  always  sees  those  cases  that  are  under  restraint. 

8285.  Do  you  record  all  those  cases  regularly  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book? — There 
may  be  an  omission,  but  generally  the  remark  is  made. 

8286.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  imposing  of  restraint  or  any  other  deviation  fi-orn  the 
ordinary  treatment  is  required  by  the  regulations  to  be  recorded  in  the  Daily  Statement 
Book  r— There  has  been  a hook  lately  brought  forward  by  Dr.  Cumming ; it  was  left  aside 
by  the  former  physician  as  useless,  and  Dr.  Cumming  now  uses  it. 

8287.  Were  you  aware  before  to-day  that  a man  named  Lynch  was,  for  four  days  and 
tour  nights,  strapped  down  in  bed,  with  wrist-locks,  leg-locks,  and  body-straps  ? — I am 
aware  that  he  was  in  bed;  and  I am  aware  that  when  he  goes  to  bed  those  measures- of 
restraint  are  absolutely  necessary,  for  he  is  a most  desperate  man. 

8288.  Are  you  aware  that  lie.  was  four  days  under  this  restraint? — I am  aware  he  was 
four  days  m bed.  I gave  directions  to  have  some  of  those  straps  removed-  He  lies  a few 
days  in  that  kind  of  coma. 

8289.  Are  you  aware  that  he  has  been  four  days  and  four  nights  strapped  down  in  that 
state  on  lus  back  in  bed? — I knew  he  was  in  bed.  I was  not  aware  he  had  all  those 
instruments  of  restraint  upon  him ; but  I know  he  requires  them.  He  is  up  every  morning 
to  be  washed,  and  he  is  put  back  again. 

8290.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book  of  Anne  Mitchel  being  under 
restraint : she  was  also  in  bed,  strapped  clown  with  wrist-locks  ? — I do  not  know  whether 
***»  a^y  record ; occasionally  there  is ; she  is  only  occasionally  in  bed. 

qoqo"  “V‘3serTe  ^at  joxa  Daily  Statement  Book  is  not  made  up  every  day? — No. 

}3~.92.  Does  that  fulfil  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  a Daily  Statement  Book  i— 
WQonoVeA  a c^auSe  takes  place,  we  make  an  entry.  There  is  no  one  here  to  see  it. 

“293..  Ape  you  not  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  require  that  you  should 
keep  tins  Morning  or  Daily  Statement  Book ; and  as  the  book  is  not  kept  evey  day,  that 
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requirement  is  not  complied  with  ? — So  far  as  the  daily  statement  of  the  numbers  in  the 
house  is  concerned,  it  is  in  the  hook.  Whenever  a change  takes  place  an  entry  is  made. 
The  book  is  not  kept  daily. 

8294.  This  is  Thursday,  14th  May ; there  appears  to  be  no  entry  in  this  hook  since 
Friday,  the  8th  May;  how  do  you  account  for  that? — There  was  no  change. 

8295.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  regulation  is  not  complied  with  ? — Well,  in  my  mind, 
it  was. 

8296.  Your  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of  a man  who  has  been  four  days  and 
four  nights  under  restraint:  as  the  Daily  Statement  Book  has  not  been  made  up  for  six 
days,  there  is  no  record  of  that  man’s  case.  How  do  you  consider  the  Privy  Council 
Begulations  have  been  complied  with  in  that  instance  ? — I think,  the  physician  has  a note 
of  that  case.  The  book  for  noting  it  is  under  his  care. 

8297.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  are  not  complied  with  in  this 
respect  by  any  entry  made  by  the  doctor,  the  duty  devolves  upon  you? — I consider  I fulfil 
my  duty  by  making  an  entry  whenever  a change  takes  place. 

8298.  Was  it  not  a change  in  the  condition  of  the  patient,  Lynch,  to  place  him  under 
restraint  ? — Unquestionably. 

8299.  Then  that  change  has  not  been  recorded  according  to  your  own  rule? — I would 
say,  that  is  an  omission.  I would  observe,  that  there  is  such  a variety  of  official  work  thrown 
upon  an  individual  that  an  omission  may  take  place  occasionally.  I have  all  the  official 
work  of  the  establishment  to  do,  and  it  is  more  than  an  individual  can  do. 

8300.  Are  you  aware  it  is  your  duty  to  keep  the  Morning  Statement  Book  ? — Yes. 

8301.  How  can  that  book  afford  a record,  as  the  law  requires,  of  the  period  of  the  med- 
ical attendant’s  visit  each  day,  if  it  has  not  been  kept  for  the  last  six  days  ? — There 
is  no  heading  requiring  that  entry,  I think,  in  the  book.  The  medical  attendant  has  his 
own  book,  in  which  he  enters  the  hours  of  his  visits,  and  the  duration  of  his  visits. 

8302.  I would  call  your  attention  to  the  following  paragraph  of  the  regulations,  that  the 
Morning  Statement  Book  shall  contain  “A  return  of  the  number  of  patients,  divided  according 
to  then"  sexes,  the  names  of  those  admitted  and  discharged,  specifying  whether  cured, 
relieved,  or  harmless  and  incurable;  the  names  of  those  who  have  died;  the  number 
employed  ; the  names  of  those  under  restraint  or  seclusion,  and  the  causes  thereof ; the 
number  under  medical  treatment;  the  visit  and  hour  of  visit  of  the  respective  medical 
officers,  which  latter  is  to  be  duly  filled  up  and  signed  by  them.”  How-  can  that  be  done 
when  the  book  does  not  contain  any  such  statement  ? — I think  you  will  find  that  there 
is  a book  containing  that  heading  set  apart  solely  for  the  physician. 

8303.  In  what  manner  do  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  any 
matters  you  wish  to  call  their  attention  to,  verbally,  or  by  a written  statement? — In  most 
cases,  verbally. 

8304.  Do  you  keep  a memorandum  book? — No. 

8305.  Are  you  aware  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  require  “A  Memorandum  Book  to 
he  laid  before  each  Board,  hi  which  an  entry  shall  be  made  of  all  matters  to  be  submitted 
for  consideration,  as  well  as  of  all  communications  from  the  Manager  to  the  Board;  in 
order  that  such  communications  may  remain  on  record,  with  the  decision  of  the  Board 
thereon,  to  be  noted  in  the  margin  by  the  Chairman”? — I have  no  such  book. 

8306.  Have  you  ever  read  the  regulation  ? — I think  I have. 

8307.  How  long  since  ?— Probably  a year  or  two  ago.  There  are  some  of  the  regula- 
tions not  very  practicable.  It  is  in  the  working  of  an  institution  you  will  see  the  .utility 
or  inutility  of  those  things;  but  as  much  as  possible  we  comply  with  the  law  regulating  us. 

8308.  Is  there  any  record  of  the  case  of  Anne  Mitchell,  who  was  found  this  morning 
with  wrist-locks  on  her,  and  strapped  down  in  bed,  with  the  strap  twisted  under  her  ? 

No  particular  record.  "We  ore  aware  it  is  one  of  those  cases  periodically  subject  to  violent 
paroxysms  for  some  days. 

8309.  There  is  the  case  of  Eliza  Hare,  aged  19,  in  wrist-loclcs  and  strait-waistcoat, 
without  shoes  or  stockings,  and  stated  to  have  been  kept,  in  that  condition  of  continual 
restraint  for  a period  of  two  years  ? — I would  say,  not  continued. for  two  years.  She  never 
can  be  suffered  to  be  at  liberty,  being  a most  violent  case  of  impulsive  insanity.  She 
would  destroy  all  in  the  room  in  a moment,  if  she  was  at  liberty. 

8310.  Have  you  any  padded  rooms  ? — No-  , . 1 

8311.  Have  you  ever  had  any  experience  of  padded  rooms  as  a substitute  tor  mechanical 
restraint.  I have  not  had  experience  of  them  here.  I have  seen  them,  and  look  upon 
them  as  very  filthy  things.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  them  clean. 

8312.  Why  is  it  impossible  to  keep, them  clean  ?— Because,  if  you. put  a case  with  dirty 

habits  into  one  of  them,  you  cannot  clean  the  padding,  and  you  must  have  a new  set  of 
padding  to  put  in.  I do  not  know  that  our  Governors  would  be  satisfied  with  that  expen- 
diture. T 

8313.  Do  you  say  they  are  filthy  from  personal  observation  ?— From  what  1 saw. 

8314.  Have  you  seen  tiiem  ?~Yes. 

8315.  Where? — In  Hanwell,  where  I saw  them  very  filthy.  . 

8316.  Is  there  any  greater  difficulty  in  keeping  them  clean  in  the  Armagh  Asylum  than 

there  is  experienced  in  any  oilier  asylum  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any 
additional  difficulty.  , . _ . ,.0  T 

8317.  Are  you  aware  that  they  are  not  filthy  in  any  asylum  in  Ireland  i I am  not. 

8318.  Are  you  aware  that  wrist-locks  are  hung  up  loose  in  the  day  room  of  the  patients 

in  this  asylum  ?— Yes.  , „ « 
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8319.  Then,  -without  going  through  all  the  cases  or  circumstances,  the  state  of  things  is 
this,  that  the  attendants  of  this  institution  can  use  all  those  appliances  of  restraint  without 
any  direction  from  you  or  from  the  physician  ? — They  are  called  on  to  report  every  case 
under  restraint.  They  must  not  restrain  a party  without  reporting  it. 

8320.  But  it  appears  that  in  one  case  in  which  the  restraint  was  continued  for  four  days 

and  four  nights  there  was  no  report,  and  that  it  was  a case  of  which  you  were  not  aware? 

I was  aware  the  man  was  in  bed,  and  that  whenever  he  went  to  bed  there  should  be 
restraint  upon  him. 

8321.  How  frequently  do  the  patients  get  a bath  ? — They  wash  the  face  and  hands  every 
morning.  On  Saturday  there  is  a more  general  washing.  They  only  get  baths  when 
prescribed  by  the  physician. 

8322.  Then  bathing  of  the  whole  person  does  not  take  place  except  when  prescribed  by 
the  physician  ? — No  it  does  not.  There  is  a very  extensive  washing  every  Saturday  so 
far  as  the  shoulders. 

8323.  Have  you  any  patients  in  the  asylum  who  pay  ? — No. 

8324.  Have  you  ever  had  any  ? — No. 

8325.  Is  it  the  feeling  of  the  Board  of  Governors  that  there  should  be  no  paying 
patients  ? — I believe  it  is  the  general  feeling. 

8326.  Do  you  believe  there  is  any  considerable  portion  of  lunatics  in  a condition  above 
pauperism,  but  at  the  same  time  not  able  to  pay  that  sum  which  would  be  requisite  for 
their  maintenance  in  private  asylums  ? — I think  tliex'e  are  very  few.  The  Governors  here 
consider  a respectable  party  who  is  not  able  to  pay  in  a private  asylum  as  coming  under 
the  denomination  of  “ lunatic  poor.” 

8327.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  patients  whose  friends 
can  barely  pay  for  their  maintenance  here  being  received  into  the  asylum  ? — I would  be 
opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  create  a jealousy  with  the  non-paying  patients ; 
and,  referring  to  an  observation  that  I made  previously,  there  appears  no  necessity  for 
such  patients  being  received. 

8328.  If  they  were  treated  in  the  same  way  ns  the  non-paying  patients,  would  the  jealousy 
you  apprehend  arise  ? — Lunatics  are  a very  jealous  community. 

8329.  Would  it  necessarily  be  known  that  one  patient  paid  and  another  did  not? — I do 
not  think  that  there  is  a move  I make  that  the  patients  do  not  know.  You  are  probably 
aware  that  they  are  a most  intelligent  community,  possessing  far  more  intelligence  than 
what  are  called  sane  persons  outside,  that  is,  the  maniacs. 

8330.  In  the  present  case  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  a move  on  your  part,  nor  any 
necessity  that  the  patient  himself  should  know  he  was  paid  for  ? — It  is  extraordinary  how 
they  acquire  information.  They'  are  quite  sharp  and  on  the  alert  in  every  little  matter. 

8331.  Are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  for  the  most  part  able  to  read  and  write? — 
For  the  most  part,  I think,  they  are  capable  of  reading  and  wilting. 

8332.  Are  they  ever  employed  in  reading  for  tlie  patients  ? — Some  years  ago  we  had  a 
school,  and  they  engaged  in  teacliing  the  patients  to  spell  and  read.  There  are  occasionally 
solitary  cases  with  which  we  are  engaged  in  the  same  way ; but  we  gave  up  the  general 
practice,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  appear  to  meet  the  approbation  of  some  people. 

8333  Explain  more  fully  what  you  have  stated  ? — The  servants  occasionally  read  with 
some  of  the  patients.  We  have  periodicals  for  the  sen-ants  themselves  to  get  them  to 
attend  to  reading  and  writing.  Formerly,  as  I have  mentioned,  we  lmd  a school.  I formed 
classes  at  which  the  nurses  attended  as  monitors.  The  thing  went  on  till  cold  water  was 
thrown  on  it. 

8334.  Why  was  it  given  tip? — I do  not  know  that  I can  well  answer,  but  the  manager 
was  insulted  about  it,  and  it  being  a very  great  labour  to  him  he  had  to  give  it  up. 

8335.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  manager  being  insulted  about  an  arrangement  that  was 
carried  out  under  the  approval  of  the  Board  ? — It  was  a voluntary  act  of  his  own ; an 
additional  labour  undertaken.  It  seemed  to  be  condemned  by  those  who  probably  had  a 
right  to  condemn ; therefore  he  relinquished  it. 

8336.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  school  was  opened  and  the  giving  of  instruction 
was  undertaken  by  the  manager  without  the  particular  direction  of  the  Board? — The 
Board  was  aware  of  it. 

8337.  What  were  the  objections  raised  against  the  school  instruction  ? — I would  answer 
that  by  saying  that  the  idea  of  teacliing  was  ridiculed. 

8338.  Do  you  mean  that  the  idea  of  giving  any  instruction  to  insane  persons  was  ridiculed  ? 
— Yes. 

8339.  Do  you  mean  by  the  Board  ? — No  ; the  Board  did  not  ridicule  it. 

8340.  Do  you  mean  by  individual  members  of  the  Board? — I do  not  know  that  I 
would  say  the  former  physician  we  had  here  gave  great  opposition. 

8341.  Is  there  a library  of  books? — It  is  a limited  one.  We  have  some  periodicals 
Chambers’  Journal,  Family  Herald,  aud  other  little  publications,  which  a good  many  of 
the  patients,  both  male  and  female,  engage  in  reading  from  time  to  time ; not  every  day, 
hut  occasionally. 

8342.  Have  you  any  means  of  amusing  the  patients  ? — The  men  occasionally  play  cards 
and  draughts,  and  ball  in  fine  weather.  The  women  occasionally  have  a little  tea-party  and  a 
dance,  under  proper  control,  and  with  a very  cautious  selection.  I would  observe  that 
during  an  excited  period  to  bring  such  cases  forward  aud  permit  them  to  engage  in  this 
would  prove  injurious  to  them. 

8343.  I presume,  that  in  all  well-regulated  establishments  no  one  would  he  allowed  to 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


EVIDENCE. 


373 


take  part  in  amusements  or  occupations  that  were  not  suited  to  his  state  of  health  ? — 
Certainly  not.  The  selection  requires  a good  deal  of  discrimination. 

8344.  You  would  not  consider  that  the  fact  of  a few  patients  being  injured  by  attendance 
at  such  things,  and  who  would  therefore  be  prevented  from  attending,  would  be  sufficient 
to  justify  the  withdrawal  of  amusements  from  all  the  patients  ? — Not  at  all ; but  I would 
prefer  of  all  those  things  some  rational  occupation.  I have  no  great  opinion  of  amusements. 

8345-  Are  there  any  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution? — No. 

8346.  Have  there  ever  been  ? — No.  There  is  one  of  the  clergy  attends  here  by  the 
Primate’s  direction,  I believe  at  his  expense.  He  attends  on  Sunday  for  about  half  an 
hour. 

8347.  Do  you  mean  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  divine  worship  ? — Yes. 

8348.  'Where  is  divine  worship  celebrated  ? — In  one  of  the  day-rooms. 

8349.  How  long  has  that  continued? — I cannot  exactly  say,  about  two  years. 

8350.  I understand  his  Grace  the  Primate  provides  the  chaplain  himself? — I think  so. 

8351.  Wlmt  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  Established  Church  are  capable  of 
attending  divine  worship  ?— The  number  varies : sometimes  ten.  About  one-fourth  of  the 
total  number  of  Protestants  attend,  sometimes  more  than  thirty  attend. 

8352.  On  an  average,  are  half  of  the  Protestant  inmates  able  to  attend  ? — Scarcely 
one-balf. 

8353.  With  regard  to  the  other  religious  persuasions,  does  any  clergyman  attend  to  cele- 
brate divine  worship  for  them  on  Sundays  ? — No,  but  they  attend  whenever  called  upon ; 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  left  word  with  me  to  send  for  them  whether  a patient 
wished  it  or  not,  if  there  was  no  hope  of  recovery.  That  is  a constant  practice ; a notifi- 
cation is  sent  to  the  clergyman,  and  he  comes. 

8354.  What  is  the  general  rule  of  the  house  with  reference  to  the  attendance  of 
clergymen  of  various  persuasions  ? — The  house  is  open  to  them.  They  seldom  come 
except  it  is  notified  to  them,  unless  they  call  in  to  ask  how  a patient  is,  or  some  such 
question. 

8355.  Are  any  of  the  patients  allowed  to  go  out  to  attend  church  or  chapel?— No. 

885G.  Then  the  Board  have  made  no  arrangement  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service 

for  such  of  the  inmates  as  the  physician  and  clergyman  may  deem  fit  to  attend  ? — No. 

8357.  Has  the  appointment  of  chaplains  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  ? — It  lias  been  brought  before  them  from  time  to  time. 

8358.  With  what  result  ? — The  majority  ol  the  Board,  I think,  appeared  to  consider  the 
appointment  unnecessary. 

8359.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  prayers  to  the  inmates  of  the  estab- 
lishment ? — No. 

8300.  Then,  except  in  the  case  you  have  referred  to,  of  a clergyman  sent  by  the  Primate 
to  attend,  there  is  no  religious  prayer  whatever  regularly  in  the  house? — None,  except 
what  I state  of  a clergyman  coming  to  visit  one  of  the  patients.  They  do  come  occa- 
sionally. The  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop,  as  I have  said,  begged  of  me  to  give 
intimation  to  the  clergyman  whenever  a patient  was  ill. 

8301.  Have  the  ministrations  of  the  clergyman  who  attended  by  the  direction  of  the 

Lord  Primate  been  followed  by  beneficial  or  injurious  effects  as  to  the  health  of  the 
inmates? — Neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  We  make  the  selection  very  cautiously,  and 
where  there  is  a number  of  chronic  cases  you  can  always  select  a quiet  body  that  will  go 
in  and  come  out  just  the  same.  , . 

83G2.  Do  you  think  it  is  satisfactory  to  them  to  be  enabled  to  attend  divine  worship  ? 

I think  some  of  them  look  upon  it  as  a great  hardship.  Some  are  anxious  to  go  ; others 
deem  it  a hardship,  and  exhibit  a little  refractory  conduct  at  the  time. 

8303.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  a clergyman  in  the  house  and  the  celebration  of 
divine  worship  create  any  excitement  or  ill-feeling  between  inmates  of  different  persua- 
sions ? — It  has  not  done  so  here  so  far.  Some  of  the  patients  appear  angry  that  they  are 
not  permitted  to  attend. 

8304.  Would  you  go  so  far  ns  to  state,  what  has  been  argued  by  some,  that  the  attendance 
here  of  a clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  and  his  ministrations  have  at  all  impeded 
the  cure  of  patients  of  that  church  in  this  asylum  ? — Decidedly  not. 

8305.  Do  you  select  curable  cases  to  attend  the  chaplain? — I select  all  the  cases  that 

go  just  according  to  their  state  of  mind.  . ... 

8300.  What  is  your  opinion  generally  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  having 
chaplains  attached  to  this  institution?— Well,  I would  qualify  it  in  this  way:  where  there 
are  chronic  cases  you  can  always  select  a quiet  congregation  who  may  attend  without 
either  benefit  or  injury ; but  as  to  the  recent  cases,  the  interference  of  the  chaplain  would 
do  mischief— that  I am  satisfied  of.  ..  . , 

8307.  Do  you  think  that  a person  who  is  unfortunately  affected  with  a diseased  mind, 
coming  to  a curative  institution,  is  likely  to  have  his  cure  retarded  by  being  afforded  that 
religious  consolation  which  he  has  had  out  of  doors  ? — Much  will  depend  upon  the  state 
of  mind  of  the  patient.  A patient  may  he  very  indignant  at  a clergyman  going  near  lnm  ; 
another  will  not,  but  on  the  contrary  may  wish  to  see  a clergyman.. 

8368.  Then,  there  can  he  no  general  rule  laid  down  upon  the  subject? — No  general  rule 
except  this,  that  any  interference  with  patients,. by  strangers  or  non-residents,  I have  ever 
seen  to  be  injurious.  I believe  it  produces  excitement. 

8369.  I believe  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  with  regard  to  chaplains,,  provide  that 
cases  which  are  unfit  to  receive,  or  are  incapable  of  benefiting. by,  the  ministrations  of  clergy- 
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men,  can,  at  the  discretion  of  the  officers  of  the  institution,  he  prevented  from  attending? 
— I think  there  is  a provision  of  that  nature.  ° 

8370.  Are  you  aware  of  this  provision,  “ That  the  respective  Boards  of  Governors,  the 
managers  and  matrons  of  the  district  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland  do  afford  every  facility 
to  the  admission  of  the  several  chaplains  appointed  thereto,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
officiate  according  to  their  respective  creeds,  and  to  afford  religious  instruction  and 
consolation  to  all  patients,  except  such  as  shall  he  declared  by  the  physician  to  be  unfit 
and  incapable  of  understanding  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  of  appreciating  the  effects  of 
religion  ?" — I met  with  that  provision. 

8371.  Supposing  chaplains  to  be  appointed  for  institutions  of  this  kind,  do  you  not 
consider  that  clause  would  sufficiently  protect  any  inmates  who  might  be  injured  hv 
attendance  at  religious  worship  ? — I do  not  know  as  to  that.  I have  never  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  the  effect  of  the  presence  of  a variety  of  chaplains  on  such  a community 
as  we  have  here ; but  so  far  as  I have  seen  of  any  individual  chaplain,  I have  observed  no 
ill-effect. 

8372.  My  question  was,  whether  the  provision  which  I have  read  from  the  regulation 
giving  a discretionary  power  to  the  officers  of  the  institution  to  select  patients  for  attend- 
ance at  religious  worship,  and  to  prevent  those  who  were  unfit,  from  attending,  did  not 
sufficiently  guard  against  unsuitable  cases  being  present  at  divine  worship  ? — Of  course 
it  does. 

8373.  Do  the  Inspectors  visit  this  institution  frequently  ? — I think,  at  least,  twice  a-year. 

8374.  Are  those  visits  made  without  notice  ? — We  have  no  intimation  of  them. 

8375.  Are  they  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  attendance  of  the  Inspectors  at  meetings 
of  the  Board  ? — They  have  occasionally  come  on  board  days ; not  often. 

8370.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  to  arise  as  regards  the  supervision  which  the  Privy 
Council  exercises  over  your  contracts  and  expenditure  ? — So  far  as  the  Privy  Council  are 
concerned,  the  arrangement  is  satisfactory.  We  have  sometimes,  I conceive,  been  given  a 
great  deal  of  unnecessary  labour. 

8377.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer  the  Commissioners  relative  to  their  inquiry?— 
I would  suggest  the  repeal  of  that  Act  which  admits  of  dangerous  lunatics  being  committed 
to  gaols,  or  of  gaols  being  made  the  medium  of  transferring  to  the  asylum.  I would  also 
observe  that,  where  the  local  authorities  take  such  an  interest  as  they  have  ever  done  here 
in  those  matters,  that  they  should  be  looked  to  as  the  responsible  parties,  and  that  their 
officers  under  them  should  look  to  them,  and  render  an  account  of  their  stewardship, 
without  having  to  deal  with  a great  many  departments  unconnected  with  them. 

8378.  Supposing  that  Act  repealed,  would  you  give  the  justices  the  power  of  committing 
direct  to  the  asylum  ? — The  only  thing  would  be  to  require  a compliance  with  the  form  of 
admission.  We  have  to  guard  against  patients  coming  from  other  counties.  We  can  only 
charge  Armagh  with  so  many,  and  the  Governors  are  cautious  that  patients  admitted  from 
Armagh  are  from  the  county.  A good  deal  of  watchfulness  is  necessary,  for  efforts  would 
be  made  to  send  in  patients  from  adjoining  counties. 

8379.  Supposing  that  Act  was  repealed,  I suppose  it  would  be  an  additional  reason  why 
further  accommodation  should  be  provided  at  once  in  the  asylum  ? — The  probability  is, 
that  by  the  time  the  act  is  repealed,  we  would  have  a good  many  vacancies.  We  have 
only  six  outstanding  applicants  at  present.  We  have  admitted  thirty  within  the  last 
month. 

8880.  There  are,  however,  over  100  lunatics  within  the  woi’kliouses  of  the  district? — I 
was  not  aware  of  that. 

8381.  Have  you  found  the  number  of  applications  to  increase  or  diminish  within  the 
last  few  years  ? — For  the  last  year  they  have  increased. 

8382.  There  appears  to  have  been  a considerable  increase  as  compared  with  the  year 
1852  ? — Yes ; I cannot  well  account  for  it 

8383.  Is  there  a clerk  and  storekeeper  attached  to  the  institution? — No  clerk;  there  is 
a storekeeper  who  resides  on  the  premises. 

8384.  By  whom  are  the  duties  of  clerk  performed? — By  the  manager. 

Thomas  Cuming,  esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8385.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  visiting  physician  to  the  Armagh  District 
Lunatic  Asylum  ? — Six  years,  last  April. 

8386.  Do  you  attend  immediately  on  the  admission,  of  patients  to  consider  their  case? 
— I attend  three'  days  in  the  week. 

8387.  The  manager  not  being  a medical  man,  how  far  do  you  feel  that  you  are  aided  in 
the  discharge  of  your  medical  duties  by.  him  ? — If  there  is  any  thing  particular1,  requiring 
my  attention,  so  far  as  he  can  judge  of  it,  when  a patient  is  admitted  I am  informed  of  it, 
and  I come  to  see  the  patient  at  once. 

8388.  On  the  first  admission  of  a patient,  do  you  attend  the  case  at  once  and  prescribe 
to  the  manager  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  adopted? — On  the  first  admission  of  a 
patient  I see  him,  and  I take  a particular  note  of  his  case  in  my  private  book,  and  I enter 
it  in  the  general  register,  and  I direct  whatever  I may  think  the  case  requires. 

. 8389.  As  a general  principle,  are  you  favourable  or  otherwise  to  the  manager  of  such  an 
institution  being  a medical  man? — Yes ; I think  a medical  man,  cateris  paribus,  is  the 
best  person  to  be  manager  of  such  an  asylum  as  this,  although  the  Armagh  Institution 
could  not,  in  my  mind,  be  conducted  in  a better  manner  by  any  person  than  by  the  present 
manager,  Mr.  Jackson. 
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8390.  With  whom  do  you  consider  the  responsibility  of  treatment  should  rest,  if  the 
manager  was  a medical  man,  whether  with  the  manager  or  the  visiting  physician  ?— With 
both— partly  with  the  resident  physician,  and  partly  with  the  visiting  physician. 

8391.  Do  you  consider  the  resident  medical  manager  or  the  visiting  physician  should 
be  the  person  to  prescribe  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  followed  ? — Well,  I should  say,  so 
far  as  the  medical  treatment  is  concerned,  the  visiting  physician  should  be  the  person ; 
and  so  far  as  the  moral  treatment  is  concerned,  in  the  absence  of  the  visiting  physician, 
for  he  cannot  be  here  constantly,  the  manager  should  be  the  person. 

8392.  You  consider  the  visiting  physician,  in  that  case,  more  like  a consulting  physician  ? 
—Well,  the  visiting  physician  does  not  see  the  cases  daily,  and  the  manager  would  have 
them  more  under  his  observation. 

8393.  Supposing  a competent  medical  man  to  be  selected  as  manager  of  the  institution, 
is  it  your  opinion,  as  a general  rule,  that  the  attendance  of  the  visiting  physician  could  be 
dispensed  with  ?— Well,  I should  say  it  would  be  better  that  the  visiting  physician  should 
still  continue  in  attendance. 

8394.  Do  you  make  any  entry  of  your  visit  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book  on  each  occasion  ? 
—Yes,  I do,  in  my  own  Daily  Statement  Book.  Yesterday  I made  an  entry  in  that  book. 
We  bad  sixty-nine  male  patients  and  seventy-four  female  patients.  We  had  Thomas 
Lynch,  an  epileptic,  strapped  in  bed  three  days  ; Jane  Lang  strapped  constantly  ; a girl 
named  Hare  constantly  strapped.  Those  I enter  every  three  or  four  days,  so  that  I know 
the  persons  who  are  under  restraint.  Every  day  I come  I enter  the  hour  at  which  I arrive, 
and  the  duration  of  my  visit. 

8395.  On  the  occasions  of  your  visits,  do  you  go  all  through  the  house  ?— On  each  occa- 
sion I go  through  every  part  of  the  house.  I first  go  into  No.  1 corridor,  and  I ask  is  any 
person  in  bed ; and  if  any  person  is  in  bed,  I go  and  visit  that  patient,  and  prescribe,  if  it  is 
necessary.  Then  to  No.  2 corridor,  then  to  Nos.  8 and  4,  and  so  on;  and  then  I go  into 
the  yard  and  see  the  patients,  and,  if  there  is  a necessity  to  prescribe,  I do  so.  This  I do 
three  times  a week. 

839G.  Are  you  enabled  to  judge,  by  any  record  that  is  kept,  of  the  cases  that  are  - under 
restraint  ? — I ascertain  each  day  who  are  under  restraint,  and  I make  an  entry  of  it. 

8397.  That  would  be  at  the  time  of  your  visit  ? — Yes. 

8398.  Is  there  any  record  accessible  to  you  that  would  show  those  who  were  under 
restraint  since  your  last  visit  ? — I believe  the  manager  keeps  a record  of  those  under 
restraint,  and  when  I ask  him  he  tells  me,  and  the  keepers  or  the  nurses  tell  me. 

8399.  I refer  to  cases  under  restraint  in  the  intervals  of  your  visits  ? — Every  other  day 
I visit,  and  if  I find  any  person  under  restraint  when  I come,  I ask  how  long  he  is  under 
restraint,  and  I enter  it  in  my  book. 

8400.  Supposing  a person  to  have  been  under  restraint  for  the  whole  of  the  inter- 
vening time  between  your  visits,  and  that  there  was  no  record  of  it,  would  there  be 
any  means  to  enable  you  to  ascertain  that  such  a person  was  under  restraint  ? — I do  not 
look  to  the  manager’s  book;  I merely  ascertain  from  tlie  attendants  who  are  under 
restraint,  and  who  had  been  under  restraint  since  I last  visited,  and  I make  an  entry  of  it 
myself.  It  is  a question  I always  ask  of  the  attendants. 

8401.  Do  you  keep  a case  book  of  all  the  cases? — Yes  ; I have  evexy  case  entered. 

8402.  Are  all  the  cases  of  restraint  entered  in  your  hook  ? — There  is  the  case  of  Anne 
Mitchell  that  I omitted  to  enter  yesterday.  It  was  a mere  omission  ; but  if  you  look  back 
you  will  find  her  name  mentioned  as  under  restraint.  She  is  so  often  under  restraint,  that 
we  might  omit  entering  the  case  for  one  day. 

8403.  Do  the  attendants  apply  the  instruments  of  restraint  without  au  order  from  you  ? 
—I  do  not  give  any  order ; it  is  the  manager  who  gives  the  order. 

8404.  Then  the  instruments  of  restraint  may  he  applied  without  an  order  from  you  ? 
—Yes. 

8405.  You  visit  only  every  second  day  ? — Yes  ; sometimes,  if  there  is  any  urgent  case,  I 
come  every  day. 

8406.  Then,  in  the  intervals  of  your  visits,  patients  may  be  continued  under  restraint, 
although  not  requiring  it,  at  the  discretion  of  the  keepers  ? — Subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  manager. 

8407.  Is  there  any  record,  or  book,  or  books,  to  which  you  can  refer  to  ascertain  any 
cases  of  illness  that  have  occurred  in  the  intervening  days,  or  of  restraint  having  been 
applied  ? — No ; there  is  no  record  that  I am  aware  of. 

8408.  Then,  for  any  information  as  to  either  illness  or  restraint,  you  have  to  depend 
only  upon  verbal  communications  ? — Yes,  either  from  the  manager  or  from  the  attendants, 
to  whom  I chiefly  apply. 

8409.  It  is  stated  that  there  is  no  portion  of  the  building  set  apart  as  an  infirmary, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  of  having  an  infirmary? — I should  like  an  infir- 
mary ; it  would  be  of  great  advantage.  We  do  not  know  when  an  epidemic  would  arise,  and 
we  would  require  larger  accommodation  than  we  have  at  present. 

8410.  In  the  construction  of  this  building  there  was  no  provision  made  for  an  infirmary  ? 
—No. 

8411.  Is  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  establishment  such  as  you  would  consider  proper  ? — 
At  present  it  is.  When  I first  became  physician  of  the  asylum  I thought  the  diet  was. 
too  low.  We  had  soup  three  days  in  the  week,  and  bread  and  milk  three  days  in  the 
week  for  dinner.  I suggested  to  the  Board  to  give  soup  six  days  in  the  week.  I think 
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tlie  effect  has  been  favourable,  for  we  have  had  much  less  disease  in  the  asylum  since  the 
improvement  of  the  dietary  than  we  were  in  the  habit  of  having  before. 

8412.  Do  you  consider  the  patients  have  a sufficient  quantity  of  warm  clothing? Well 

I should  say  they  have.  ’ 

8413.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  supply  of  bedding? — Yes. 

8414.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  bed-room  appliances  for  the  sick  confined  to  bed  ?— 
Well,  1 think  there  is  an  inconvenience  in  attending  sick  patients  in  their  separate  wards 
The  distance  at  which  the  nurse  is  from  the  patients  is  sometimes  inconvenient ; and  if 
you  have  a number  of  patients  to  visit,  the  going  from  one  corridor  to  another  is,  I t.hinV 
a great  inconvenience ; and,  I think,  the  rooms  in  which  sick  persons  are  laid  up  day  and 
night  are  badly  ventilated. 

8415-  Do  you  think  the  appliances  of  the  rooms  at  present,  such  appliances  as  are 
required  for  sick  persons,  are  sufficient  ? — Well,  I do  not  think  they  are.  I think  they 
are  insufficient. 

8410.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advantageous  or  otherwise  to  have  secular  instruction 
given  to  those  of  the  inmates  who  do  not  know  how  to  read  and  write  ? — I do.  I tblnl- 
any  thing  that  would  occupy  either  the  body  or  the  mind  of  a lunatic  is  likely  to  be  of 
advantage. 

8417.  Do  you  consider  that  the  institution  possesses  a sufficient  amount  of  those  means 

for  occupation  and  amusement  which  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane  ought  to  have  ? 

Well,  I think  it  would  be  rather  an  advantage  if  there  were  some  more  means  of  recreation 
afforded  to  the  inmates  of  the  asylum. 

8418.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  chaplains  hein» 
attached  to  the  institution  ? — Well,  I should  say  in  recent  cases  the  chaplains  would  run 
a great  risk  of  doing  harm;  but  in  old  chronic  cases,  where  they  are  properly  selected,  I 
should  think  no  injury  would  be  done. 

8419.  The  Privy  Council  regulations  give  to  you  the  discretion  of  selecting  those  who 
might  attend  the  ministrations  of  the  chaplains,  do  you  conceive  that  danger,  such  as  you 
speak  of,  could  then  arise  ? — Well,  I do  not  think  danger  could  arise  if  the  cases  were 
properly  selected ; but  I perfectly  agree  with  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that,  as  to 
recent  cases,  there  would  be  a risk  of  disturbing  the  minds  of  the  patients  if  chaplains 
were  allowed  to  attend  them. 

8420.  My  questions  always  proceeded  upon  the  assumption  that  you  would  prevent  the 
attendance  of  the  chaplain  upon  cases  where  the  patients  were  unfit  to  receive  his  minis- 
trations ? — Yes. 

8421.  Does  not  the  asylum  contain  a large  number  of  incurable  cases? — A great 
number. 

8422.  Do  you  find  that  number  to  be  increasing? — I think  so. 

8423.  Are  a considerable  number  of  those  incurable  cases  chronic? — Yes. 

8424.  Would  the  attendance  of  chaplains  in  such  cases  be,  generally  speaking,  advan- 
tageous or  disadvantageous  ? — It  would  be  very  difficult  to  say  ; I should  say  it  would  be 
attended  with  neither  one  effect  nor  the  other. 

8425.  Having  a power  vested  in  you  to  prevent  a patient  who  was  unfit  to  receive  the 
ministrations  of  a clergyman  from  attending  at  or  receiving  those  ministrations,  would  you 
apprehend  that  the  attendance  of  the  chaplain  would  interfere  with  the  curative  treatment? 
— Except  in  recent  cases,  I think  not. 

842G.  Do  you  think  the  mere  appearance  of  a clergyman  has  a tendency  to  excite  the 
inmates  of  an  asylum  who  come  from  amongst  a mixed  population  ? — I do  not  think 
it  has.  ° 1 1 


8427.  Are  there  not  many  insane  patients  labouring  under  some  particular  monomania 
are  perfectly  capable  of  profiting  by  religious  ministrations  ? — There  are. 
^ation^quesdon'of"  ^ie  number  of  lunatic  poor  in  Ireland  unprovided  for  has  led  to  the  consideration 

removing  incurable  ^ie  means  of  supplying  additional  accommodation,  have  you  ever  considered  in 
cases  to  a separate  wliat  manner  that  additional  accommodation  could  be  best  afforded,  whether  by  removing 
institution.  incurables  to  another  institution,  or  extending  the  present  building  ? — It  is  a nice  and 

difficult  question  to  answer.  The  great  objection,  I think,  to  an  incurable  hospital,  is  the 
gloom  that  attaches  to  it.  By  sending  supposed  incurable  patients  to  on  asylum  for  incur- 
ables, you  doom  them,  in  fact,  to  perpetual  lunacy;  whereas,  if  you  extended  the  size  of 
the  present  establishment,  you  could  continue  the  same  system  of  treatment,  you  would 
have  a mixture  of  curable  and  incurable  cases,  and  amongst  the  apparently  incurable  cases 
cures  may  take  place  some  time — after  years  of  apparently  hopeless  insanity,  patients  will 
unexpectedly  get  well. 

8429.  You  think  there  would  be  a risk,  therefore,  in  undertaking  to  detenning  who 
should  be  transmitted  to  an  institution  for  incurables  ?—' Yes  ; I think  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  about  that. 

ofren)  o vin  g them*  to  Do  Jou  attach  a good  deal  of  importance  to  the  depressing  moral  effect  that  would 

an  incurable  hospital,  be  produced  upon  patients  by  removing  them  to  an  hospital  for  incurables  ? — Well,  I attach 
some  importance  to  it. 

8431.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  when  cases  are  incurable  in  an  ordinary  hospital 
they  are  removed  from  that  hospital  ?— Yes. 

8432.  Their  resource,  then,  is  the  worldiouse,  if  they  are  panpers,  or  if  not,  they  remain 
at  home  with  their  friends  ?— Yes. 

8433.  Do  you  apprehend  that  those  who  are  not  of  sane  mind  would  suffer  more  fi'om 
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the  depressing  moral  effect  of  removal,  under  similar  circumstances,  than  those  who  are  of 
sane  mind  ? — Those  who  arc  sane  would  suffer  much  more  than  those  who  are  insane. 

8134.  Then  the  depressing  moral  effect  would  be  less  upon  the  insane  than  upon  the 
sane  ?— Decidedly. 

8435.  Supposing  there  was  a provision  made  that  the  proposed  provincial  or  large 
asylum  for  incurable  patients  should  have  the  power  of  re-transmitting  a patient  if  he 
became  convalescent,  or  if  symptoms  of  convalescence  appeared,  would  your  objection  to 
the  establishment  of  large  separate  asylums  for  incurable  cases  be  diminished? — It  would, 
certainly. 

8430.  Is  there  any  other  matter  to  which  you  would  wish  to  call  our  attention? — I do 
not  know  of  any  other. 

William  Pa/on,  esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8437.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  most  constant  attendants  at  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  this  institution  ? — Yes  ; I believe  I am  about  the  most  constant  attendant. 

8438.  Have  yon  been  for  many  years  a Governor  ? — About  twenty  years. 

8430.  What  is  your  opinion  ns  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Governors  are  at 
present  appointed,  do  you  consider  it  desirable  the  system  should  be  changed? — No;  I 
do  not  see  any  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  present  system. 

8440.  It  has  been  suggested,  amongst  other  tilings,  to  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Board 
should  assume  more  of  a representative  character,  and  that  Governors  should  he  appointed 
from  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  counties,  would  you  think  that  desirable? — Well,  1 do  not 
think  there  would  be  much  improvement  in  that  arrangement. 

8441.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  ? — I think  there  is  no  objection  to  it 

8442.  Do  you  consider  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the  Board,  or  merely  to 
attend,  as  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  do  at  Boards  of  Guardians? — Well,  I think  they  might 
attend  without  voting.  I do  not  think  it  would  make  much  difference  one  way  or  the 
other.  I think  it  is  of  very  small  importance  whether  they  vote  or  not. 

8443.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existing  asylum  at  Armagh  is  adequate  for  the  wants  of 
the  district  ? — It  would  appear  not,  latterly.  One  of  the  counties  was  taken  off  a short 
time  ago,  about  two  years  ago,  and  we  find  the  pressure  quite  as  great  as  it  ever  was  before. 

8444.  What  county  was  taken  off? — Fermanagh. 

8445.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  control  exercised  by  the  executive  authority  over 
the  expenditure  for  the  enlarging  or  making  additions  to  the  asylum,  do  you  consider 
that  might  be  left  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  or  would  you  prefer  it  remaining  in  the 
bauds  of  the  Executive  ? — I would  prefer  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive ; I think 
a check  of  that  kind  is  always  necessary. 

8440.  It  has  been  stated  to  us  that  it  has  been  the  usage  of  this  Board  to  admit  into 
the  asylum  any  patient  whose  family  might  not  be  able  to  pay  the  full  sum  required  for  bis 
maintenance  in  a private  asylum,  is  that  the  case?  — Yes;  that  has  been  the  practice. 

8447.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  payment  from  the  families,  of 
patients  who  might  he  enabled  to  pay  only  a portion  of  tlie  cost  of  maintenance  ? I think 
parties  would  avail  themselves  of  that  privilege  to  a very  limited  extent  only,  and  I do  not 
think  it  would  be  expedient,  to  alter  the  present  system.  I think  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  mix  up  the  two  classes,  paying  and  non-paying  patients. 

8448.  Of  course  a patient  who  is  enabled  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  his  maintenance  in  a 
private  asylum  would  not  he  received  here  ? — He  would  not  be  received  here. 

8148.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  objection  against  mixing  those  patients  who  would 
be  enabled  to  pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  with  the  pauper  patients  ?-— 
I think  there  would  he  a certain  degree  of  jealousy,  that  might  probably  interfere  with  the 
proper  control  of  the  establishment. 

8450.  How  could  that  jealousy  exist  if  both  classes  of  patients  were  treated  in  the  same 
way  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  prevent  a distinction  being  observed  in 

8451.  If  a distinction  was  not  made  it  could  scarcely  be  observed  ?— Well,  I think  it 
would  come  to  be  known  amongst  the  patients. 

8452.  At  present  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  inmates  of  the  district  lunatic  asylums  is 

home  by  the  county  rate ? — Yes.  , 

8453.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made,  that  it  should  be 
transferred  to  the  poor  rate  ? — It  would  come  to  much  the  same  thing.  It  would  throw 
part  of  it  upon  the  landlord;  that  would  be  the  only  difference,  and  I think  the  landlords 
have  enough  to  pay  as  it  is.  It  would  come  very  bal’d  upon  the. clergy,  who  have  to  pay 
the  rate.  I think  the  present  burden  of  the  poor  rate  is  unfairly  laid  upon  them,  and 
it  would  increase  that  burden  unfairly  by  placing  this  charge  upon  that  rate. 

8454.  It  has  been  also  suggested  that  the  lunatic  poor,  under  the  proposed  arrangement, 

would  be  more  properly  charged  upon  the  electoral  divisions  than  upon  the  larger  area  ot 
the  county  1 — Well,  I have  sometimes  thought  it  would  be  a fair  course  to  put  the  charge 
upon  the  electoral  divisions.  It  would  be  attended  with  a great  deal  more  trouble,  and  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  perhaps  practicable  in  all  cases.  ...»  . . 

8455.  Do  you  think  electoral  divisions  ought  to  be  made  as  responsible  for  their  insane 
poor  as  for  their  unemployed  sane  poor  ? — I would  say  so  on  the  first  glance  of  the  thing , 
but  on  consideration,  I would  prefer  to  leave  the  whole  matter  as  it  is  at  present. 
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8456.  Have  you  had  occasion  since  the  passing  of  the  Superannuation  Act  for  the  officers 
and  servants  of  lunatic  asylums  to  put  it  into  force  in  this  institution  ? — I think  not. 

8457.  You  have  not  then  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  whether  it  is  suitable?— 
No ; we  have  had  no  experience  whatever  of  it. 

8458.  In  the  event  of  this  building  being  increased,  do  you,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
locality,  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  ground  for  the  purpose  ? 
— I thank  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 

8459.  Do  the  Board  of  Governors  make  it  a rale  to  visit  the  institution  themselves 
from  time  to  time  ? — There  is  no  particular  rale  ; hut  we  do  occasionally  look  in  to  see  it. 

84G0.  You  have  heard  reference  made  to  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  what  is  your 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  repealing  that  Act,  by  which  lunatics  can  be  committed  to 
the  county  gaol  in  the  first  instance  ? — Of  course  if  the  Act  was  repealed  some  means 
should  be  provided  to  receive  the  lunatics  that  might  be  sent  by  magistrates  to  the  asylum, 
and  at  present  this  asylum  has  not  sufficient  accommodation  to  admit  of  that  being  done 

8461.  How  far  do  you  consider  it  proper  that  any  class  of  lunatics  should  be  detained 
in  the  workhouses  ? - Well,  there  is  no  proper  provision  in  the  workhouses  for  them.  I look 
upon  it  as  a mere  temporary  measure  putting  them  into  the  workhouse,  and  it  is  only  a 
certain  class  of  lunatics  of  course  that  is  admitted — only  those  that  are  perfectly  harmless 
and  quiet. 

8462.  I believe  by  the  workhouse  arrangements  the  attendants  upon  lunatics  are  generally 
paupers  ? — Generally. 

8463.  Do  you  find  that  idiots  and  lunatics  whose  habits  are  objectionable  are  subjected 
to  annoyance  in  a workhouse  ? — Sometimes  they  are. 

8464.  I presume  you  do  not  consider  workhouses  suitable  places  for  lunatics? — I do 
not  consider  either  a workhouse  or  a gaol  a suitable  place  for  them. 

8465.  The  gaol  of  Armagh  is  conducted  partly  upon  the  separate  system? — Yes. 

8466.  Do  you  know  whether  lunatics,  when  committed  to  that  gaol,  are  placed  in  separate 
cells  and  treated  on  the  separate  system  like  the  ordinary  prisoners  ? — They  are  placed  in 
separate  cells  and  kept  there,  and  they  are  treated  like  the  common  prisoners,  I suppose. 

8467.  How  far  do  you  consider  that  the  appointment  of  the  manager,  physician,  and 
superior  officers  of  the  asylum  should  be  left  to  the  Executive  Government? — •‘Well,  I 
think  it  should  not  be  entirely  with  the  Executive  Government.  I should  place  it  pretty 
much  upon  the  same  system  as  that  upon  which  the  Poor  Law  officers  are  appointed,  that 
they  should  be  nominated  by  the  Governors  and  approved  of  by  the  Executive. 

8468.  Would  you  leave  the  Executive  the  power  of  removal  after  inquiry  upon  oath  and 
cause  shown? — Yes,  I would. 

8469.  Referring  to  a previous  part  of  your  evidence,  is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  any 
large  class  of  persons  who  are  enabled  to  pay  only  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  their  relatives 
or  friends  in  an  asylum,  and  for  whose  lunatic  relatives  or  friends  it  would  be  desirable 
provision  should  be  made  ? — -No ; I do  not  think  there  is  a large  class ; I think  it  is  very 
limited. 

8470.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  propriety  of  chaplains  being  appointed  to  this 
institution  ? — Yes ; we  have  had  it  under  consideration  several  times  at  this  Board.  I 
think  the  general  opinion  of  the  Board  was  always  against  it ; hut,  I think,  we  were  more 
influenced  by  the  opinion  of  the  medical  gentlemen  and  the  manager  than  any  thing  else. 

8471.  Do  you  think  that  the  presence  of  chaplains  of  different  persuasions  in  the  insti- 
tution would  lead  to  excitement  amongst  the  inmates  ? — We  have  generally  entertained 
that  opinion. 

8472.  Do  you  consider,  supposing  the  fact  to  he  so,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  outweigh  the 
important  advantage  of  the  attendance  of  clergymen  upon  such  an  institution  ? — Yes,  I 
should  say  it  was. 

8473. _  Do  you  find  that  in  workhouses  and  gaols  the  attendance  of  chaplains  of  various 
persuasions  leads  to  any  angry  feeling? — No;  not  amongst  the  inmates  of  those  institu- 
tions, who  are  sane. 

8474.  Is  your  opinion  as  to  the  injurious  effect  that  may  result  from  the  attendance  of 
chaplains  founded  upon  experience  of  such  an  effect  having  arisen  in  this  institution? — 
No;  we  have  had  no  experience  of  it. 

8475.  Then,  it  is  a mere  conjecture? — Mere  conjecture. 

8476.  Is  there  any  matter  to  which  you  would  particularly  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Commissioners  ? — With  reference  to  the  enlargement  of  the  building,  I was  about 
to  remark  that  I think  it  would  be  better  to  detach  the  counties  annexed  to  the  asylum 
than  to  enlarge  the  building,  because  I look  upon  it,  that,  in  a few  years,  this  house  will 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  this  county.  The  applications,  you  may  have 
observed,  have  been  increasing  year  after  year,  and  although  Fermanagh  has  been 
detached  we  are  still  as  much  in  want  of  room  as  ever  we  were ; and,  I think,  if  Monaghan 
and  Cavan  were  detached  we  would  be  still  in  much  the  same  position  as  we  are  now. 

8477.  You  would  prefer  the  counties  being  detached  to  having  an  enlargement  of  the 
present  building  ? — Yes ; besides,  if  ever  it  was  determined  to  put  the  incurables  into  a 
different  place  from  this  asylum,  it  would  then  be  too  large  even  for  the  three  counties. 
If  the  asylum  were  now  enlarged  it  would  prevent  this  matter  from  being  afterwards  cwnea 
out,  in  case  it  were  found  expedient  at  any  future  time  to  do  so ; and  I should  be  o 
opinion  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  it  will  he  found  that  this  house  will  not  he  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  county  Armagh. 
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8178.  Too  mean  foi  the  wants  of  the  county,  comprising  the  curable  and  incurable  Amnion, 

cases  (— Tea,  tor  the  curable  and  the  incurable,  and  also,  taking  into  account  the  result  — 

of  repealing  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  which  would  be  to  increase  the  number  sent  here  Amal kPiaria 

and  the  having  no  lunatics  in  gaols  or  in  workhouses  would  have  the  same  effect,  that  is  w _ , 

to  increase  the  nnmher  of  our  inmates.  There  is  another  thing,  I think  it  would  he  1 " 

expedient  to  consider  on  tins  point.  We  see  from  experience  that  the  nnmher  of  inmates 
from  the  county  m which  the  asylum  is  situate  is  always  greater  than  from  the  other 
counties  of  the  districts,  lhat  proves  that  a certain  inconvenience  arises  to  the  other 
counties  because  of  their  distance  horn  the  asylum.  We  generally  have  as  many  patients  P„„rti»n  of  tomato 
here,  belonging  to  the  county  Armagh  as  we  have  belonging  to  the  other  two  comities; 
and  l have  no  doubt  whatever  that  if  this  institution  was  in  the  county  Monaghan  we  county  in  which  tlie 
would  hare  double  the  number  of  patients  we  have  now  from  that  county,  and  the  same  “"*■ 

with  respect  to  Cavan.  J 

Thomas  Dobbin,  esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined.  T>  Dobbin.  Esq.,  j.p. 

8479.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  of  this  institution 

are  at  present  appointed,  do  you  approve  of  the  appointment  being  left  with  the  Executive  oSKt 
Government,  or  would  you  approve  of  the  system  of  representation  being  introduced  ?— So 
far  as  my  opinion  goes,  I think  the  present  system  is  the  best. 

8480.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  authority  in  whom  the  appointment  of  the  superior  Annointment  of 

officers  should  vest? — I think  it  should  be  also  with  the  Government.  superior  officers. 

8481.  Have  you  been  long  a Governor  of  the  institution  ? — I have  been  for  some  years.  0„„,inn  the 

8482.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  inspectors  being 
Asylums  being  members  of  each  Board? — I do  not  think  there  is  any  objection  members  of  the 
whatever,  quite  the  contrary.  When  they  attend  our  Board  they  generally  participate  IJoards’ 

in  the  discussions.  I do  not  think  there  is  any  gentleman  at  the  Board  would  have  the 
least  objection  to  their  attending. 

8483.  Do  you  think  they  should  have  the  power  of  voting  or  he  restricted  merely  to  the 
right  of  attending  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  of  any  consequence  either  way. 

8484.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question,  whether  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  The  chargeability  of 
inmates  of  a lunatic  asylum  should  be  charged  upon  the  electoral  divisions  under  the  Poor  tlie  inmates. 

Law,  or  remain,  as  at  present,  upon  the  county  rate  ?—  I would  rather  have  it  on  the 
county  rate. 

8485.  In  the  event  of  this  district  requiring  additional  accommodation  for  its  lunatic  Asvlum  accommo_ 
poor,  which  would  you  he  in  favour  of  detaching  one  or  two  of  the  counties  of  the  district,  dation ; detaching 
or  of  extending  the  present  building? — I think  it  would  he  better  to  detach  a county.  I counties. 

think  Cavan  would  furnish  a sufficient  number  of  insane  to  require  an  asylum  for  itself. 

8486.  Do  you  concur  in  the.  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  unsuitability  of  gaols  and  Detention  of  lunatics 

workhouses  as  places  of  detention  for  lunatics  ? — I object  to  them  very  much,  for  such  a in  gaols  and 
purpose,  from  what  I have  seen.  workhouses. 


Appointment  of 
superior  officers. 

Question  of  the 
Inspectors  being 
members  of  the 
Boards. 


Asylum  accommo- 
dation; detacliing 
counties. 


3 0 2 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


380 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


LlMGBICK. 


Limerick  District 
Asylum. 

Robert  Fitzgerald, 
Esq.,  m.x>. 


The  Manager  and 
Resident  Physician ; 
his  medical  duties. 


The  amount  of  his 
responsibility  as  to 
medical  treatment. 


The  Visiting  Physi- 
cian ; his  visits  to 
the  Asylum. 

Number  of  inmates. 


The  admission  of 
patients. 


No  vacancy  in  the 
Asylum;  outstand- 
ing applications. 


The  asylum  inade- 
quate for  wants  of 
district. 


Insufficient  informa- 
tion respecting  cases 
on  admission. 


Long  detention  of 
cases  in  gaols. 


The  Asylum  for 
Limerick  and  Clare ; 
admissions  more 
numerous  from 
Limerick  county; 
no  priority  given  in 
admissions  to 
patients  from  either 
county. 


Cases  from  work- 
houses;  no  informa- 
tion respecting  them. 


Limerick,  20tli  May,  1857. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Limerick  District  Asylum. 

Robert  Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8487.  How  long  have  you  held  the  appointment  of  manager  and  resident  physician  of 
this  asylum? — Seven  years  in  September  next. 

8488.  Was  the  manager  whom  you  succeeded  a professional  man? — He  was. 

8489.  What  instructions  were  given  to  you  with  reference  to  your  medical  duties,  if  any. 
at  the  time  of  your  appointment? — None  whatever. 

8490.  Is  there  a visiting  physician  attached  to  the  asylum  ? — There  is. 

8491.  Practically,  what  part  do  you  take  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  in  the  asylum?— 
An  equal  part  with  the  visiting  physician. 

8492  When  a patient  is  admitted,  does  the  visiting  physician  immediately  attend  to 
examine  that  patient  and  consider  his  case  ? — Sometimes. 

8493.  Do  you  consider  that  you  have  any  responsibility  of  the  treatment  of  the  patient 
beyond  that  which  was  attached  to  the  resident  manager  under  the  Privy  Council 
regulations  ? — I do  not  conceive  I have,  except  in  a case  of  accident,  or  any  thing  occurring 
at  night.  However,  that  is  a supposition  of  my  own — I have  never  had  it  from  any 
authority ; I would  suppose  that  was  the  reason  medical  men  were  appointed  resident 
managers. 

8494.  Has  any  arrangement  been  made  between  you  and  the  visiting  physician  as  to  the 
particular  duties  you  would  discharge? — None  whatever. 

8495.  The  visits  of  the  visiting  physician,  I believe,  are  required  only  three  times 
a-week? — I believe  whero  the  patients  number  any  thing  over  200  he  is  required  to  visit 
daily,  at  least  according  to  the  instructions  I have  read,  from  the  Privy  Council. 

8496.  How  many  lunatics  are  there  in  this  asylum  ? — 338.  I think  the  instructions  say 
a daily  visit,  and  as  often  after  as  is  necessary  where  the  number  of  patients  exceeds  200. 

8497.  Practically,  do  you  or  does  the  visiting  physician  determine  what  course  of  treat- 
ment is  to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  a lunatic  on  his  first  reception? — I see  him,  of 
course,  immediately,  and  perhaps  the  visiting  physician  may  not  see  him  for  a day  or  so 
afterwards,  and  it  devolves  upon  me  to  order  certain  tilings  for  him. 

8498.  Are  the  lunatics  admitted  by  the  Board  of  Governors  in  every  instance? — No;  I 
occasionally  admit  any  pressing  case  that  comes,  and  I bring  it  before  the  Board  at  their 
next  meeting. 

8499.  You  making  a memorandum  of  the  admission  as  required? — Yes. 

8500.  Is  tho  asylum  at  present  full? — Yes;  there  is  no  vacancy  either  at  the  male  or 
female  side. 

8501.  Are  there  more  applications  for  admission? — Yes;  there  are  outstanding  appli- 
cations. 

> 8502.  Do  you  consider,  therefore,  that  tho  asylum  is  not  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the 
district  ? — It  is  certainly  not  adequate. 

8503.  Has  the  enlargement  of  the  asylum  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of 
Governors? — No. 

8504.  Do  you  generally  obtain  full  information  with  regard  to  the  case  when  a patient 
is  admitted ?-— Very  frequently  inadequate  information;  none  at  all  in  some  instances, 
particularly  with  respect  to  the  cases  coming  from  workhouses  and  gaols,  we  can  never 
learn  their  antecedents. 

8505.  Do  you,  in  point  of  fact,  get  any  information  at  all  in  gaol  cases  beyond  what  the 

gaol  authorities  know  of  their  own  knowledge  ? No. 

8506.  Do  you  find  that  the  cases  which  come  from  gaols  have  been  long  detained  in 
them? — They  are  sometimes  very  long  in  gaol  before  we  can  receive  them. 

8507-  As  a medical  man,  what  do  you  consider  is  the  effect  of  that  long  detention  as 
regards  the  probability  of  cure  ? — There  is  less  chance  of  cure,  because  of  the  duration  of 
the  disease. 

8508.  How  long  have  you  known  a patient  to  have  been  in  gaol  before  he  was  received 
here  ? — Sometimes  three  months ; I cannot  speak  positively. 

8509. 1 believe  this  asylum  at  present  is  only  for  Limerick  county  and  city,  and  for  the 
county  of  Clare  ? — It  was  also  for  the  county  of  Kerry  heretofore. 

8510.  Are  the  admissions  more  numerous  from  Limerick  county  or  from  the  county 
Clare  ? — They  are  more  numerous  from  the  county  of  Limerick. 

8511.  Do.  you  think  greater  facility  is  afforded  to  lunatics  coming  from  any  one  portion 
of  the  district  than  from  another? — I do  not.  If  a clear  case  is  presented  to  us,  and  that 
we  have  a vacancy,  we  receive  that  person.  There  is  no  priority. 

8512.  Is  any  fixed  portion  of  the  house  appropriated  particularly  to  Clare  ? — No. 

8513.  "With  reference  to  lunatics  coming  from  workhouses,  have  you  found  that  you  obtain 
sufficient  information  with  them? — None  whatever.  "We  can  never  obtain  any  information 
respecting  workhouse  cases. 

8514.  Axe  you  enabled  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  time  they  generally  remain  in 
workhouses  before  coming  here  ? — No. 
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8515- Are  they  generally  chronic  cases  you  receive  from  workhouses? — Very  often 
chronic,  bad  cases. 

8516.  In  cases  of  patients  being  received  from  the  workhouse  presumed  to  be  incurable, 
what  bond  have  you  for  their  removal? — No  bond. 

8517-  They  remain,  therefore,  in  the  asylum? — There  was  one  case  they  took  back  at 
the  Scariff  workhouse  by  a great  deal  to  do.  I had  an  application  from  the  work- 
house,  and  before  I could  take  the  man  in  he  was  sent  to  Ennis  gaol.  I had  some 
correspondence  with  the  workhouse  authorities,  and,  after  some  delay,  he  was  taken  back. 
There  is  no  bond  whatever. 

8518.  By  a return  which  you  have  furnished,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  January,  1857, 
there  were  206  probably  incurable  cases  in  the  house  out  of  335,  have  the  Board  of 
Governors  ever  considered  any  arrangement  for  disposing  of  those  incurable  cases  ? — No. 

8519-  As  a curative  hospital,  it  would  appear  that  this  is  not  available  to  any  thing  like 
the  extent  of  its  accommodation,  inasmuch  as  this  number  of  incurable  cases  is  likely  to 
remain  till  death  removes  them  ? — Y cs ; and,  therefore,  to  exclude  the  probably  curable  cases. 

8520.  Have  you  at  present  any  applications  from  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  district  for 
the  admission  of  lunatics? — Yes  ; I think  we  have  from  our  workhouse  here. 

8521.  Is  there  any  class  of  lunatics  who,  in  your  opinion,  can  properly  be  detained  in 
workhouses  ? — We  have  some  that  would  be  much  more  suitable  for  a workhouse  than  for 
an  asylum. 

8522.  What  class  of  lunatics  are  those? — Quite  harmless  persons;  there  are  not  a great 
many  of  them. 

8523.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  best  arrangement  to  make  for  the  disposal  of 
those  incurable  cases? — I think  the  best  arrangement  would  be  to  extend  this  asylum, 
and  put  them  into  a part  of  the  building  separate  from  the  curable  cases. 

8524.  Would  you  be  favourable  to  placing  them  in  a separate  asylum  in  a different 
locality,  or  to  an  addition  being  made  to  the  present  building,  aud  those  incurables  being 
removed,  remaining,  however,  connected  with  the  asylum? — I think  it  would  amount  to 
the  same  thing ; it  might  be  more  economical  to  have  an  addition  built  to  the  present 
asylum  for  them. 

8525.  Supposing  a distinct  and  separate  asylum  provided  for  those  incurable  cases,  do 
you  think  there  would  be  any  danger  of  an  injurious  effect  being  produced  upon  the 
lunatics  because  of  their  removal  to  an  establishment  for  incurables? — Well,  if  they  came 
to  understand  that  they  were  there  as  incurables,  I think  it  would  operate  against  their 
recovery,  if  there  was  any  chance  of  their  recovery.  It  would  be  like  condemning  them 
to  perpetual  insanity. 

8526.  What  effect  do  you  consider  the  presence  of  a large  number  of  incurable  lunatics 
in  a curative  establishment  has  upon  those  whose  cure  is  possible? — A most  injurious  effect. 

8527.  Considering,  on  the  one  hand,  the  injurious  effect  which  the  presence  of  incurable 
cases  has  in  a curative  hospital,  and  the  probable  risk,  on  the  other  hand,  attending  the 
removal  of  those  cases  to  an  incurable  establishment,  which  course  would  you  prefer? — 
I would  have  the  two  classes  distinct  and  separate. 

8528.  How  do  you  consider  that  the  presence  of  incurable  cases  amongst  curable  is 
injurious  ? — What  I should  say  is,  that  incurable  cases  might  injuriously  affect  excitable 
persons  coming  to  convalescence.  Congregating  too  many  of  them  together  is,  I think,  a 
bad  arrangement. 

8529.  Then,  your  objection  is  to  the  assembling  of  too  large  a number  of  lunatics,  under 

any  circumstances,  in  the  same  building  or  establishment? — Yes;  to  assembling  them  in 
the  same  dormitory,  day-room,  or  ward.  . 

8530.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  district,  is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  any  consider- 
able class  of  lunatics  who  are  at  large  unprovided  with  any  accommodation?— I rather 
think  there  are  not  many  at  large.  Those  insane  persons  who  cannot  bo  admitted  here 
are  generally  sent  into  gaols.  The  course  adopted,  generally,  is  this,  their  friends  swear 
informations  against  them,  and  have  them  sent  to  gaol. 

8531.  It  is  stated  in  constabulary  returns  we  have  received,  that  there  are  about  200 

persons  in  this  district  who,  it  is  supposed,  are  insane,  and  are  not  in  any  asylum;  do  you 
consider  that  is  likely  to  be  a correct  return? — I should  say  that  would  be  a doubtful 
statement.  I hardly  think  it  could  be  the  case  without  my  knowledge ; at  the  same  time, 
I have  not  the  opportunity  the  police  have  of  ascertaining.  . 

8532.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  class  to  send  then- 

lunatic  relatives  and  friends  into  this  institution? — I think  not;  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
glad  to  get  them  admitted.  „ . , , . . . f 

8533.  Do  you  find  that  lunatics  are  detained  at  home  for  a considerable  time  before 
they  are  removed  to  this  institution  ?— I think  the  relatives  keep  them  in  their  houses 
for  some  time,  not  knowing,  perhaps,  what  is  tho  matter  with  them,  from  their  not  being 
acquainted  with  insanity ; but  when  they  discover  the  persons  are  insane,  they  show  a 
.great  disposition  to  send  them  in  here. 

8534.  Do  you  receive  paying  patients  ?— -Yes. 

8535.  How  many  have  you  ? — I think,  nine.  ....  - 

8536.  What  rule  is  followed  by  the  Board  in  that  respect,  are  the  patients  obliged  to 
pay  the  full  cost  of  their  maintenance,  or  only  a proportion  ?— The  rule  made  is  this,  that 
a paying  patient  shall  pay  a sum  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  supporting  a pauper  patient ; 
then  the  sum  varies,  for  the  price  of  provisions  may  be  greater  in  one  year  than  another. 
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8537.  In  point  of  fact,  no  patient  is  admitted  as  a paying  patient  unless  lie  nays  th 

average  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  a pauper  inmate  in  each  year? Yes.  1 ^ e 

8538.  Do  you  make  any  distinction  between  the  paying  patients  and  the  pauper  inmates 
as  regards  dress  or  diet? — Generally  speaking,  a paying  patient  is  clothed  by  his  friends. 
As  to  diet,  the  friends  frequently  give  some  diet,  and  we  also  make  a distinction,  because 
they  are  persons  who  have  been  accustomed  to  better  diet  before  they  came  in ; at  the 
same  time,  there  are  paying  patients  who  receive  the  same  diet  as  pauper  patients.  If 
they  arc  delicate  we  give  them  a better  diet. 

8539.  Except  for  the  reason  you  have  stated,  that  where  paying  patients  have  been 

accustomed  to  better  diet,  and  also  where  such  patients  receive  diet  from  their  friends  no 
paying  patient  in  this  asylum  receives  diet  superior  to  that  given  to  the  ordinary 
patients? — It  is  to  be  understood  by  the  friends  of  the  paying  patients  that  they  are  not 
to  expect  for  them  a higher  scale  of  diet  than  is  allowed  to  the  ordinary  pauper  patients 
because  then  the  cost  would  be  greater.  1 ’ 

8540.  Is  there  a fixed  annual  sum  ? — It  varies  according  to  the  price  of  provisions. 

8541.  Each  year  a paying  patient  pays  the  same  sum  which  it  has  cost  to  maintain  a 
pauper  patient  ? — Yes. 

8542.  Do  you  find  any  difiiculty  in  securing  the  continued  payment  of  that  money  ?_I 
have  found  great  difficulty. 

8543.  What  was  the  result  in  those  cases? — We  were  obliged  to  keep  them  as  pauper 
lunatics ; we  had  no  alternative.  We  could  not  put  them  outside  the  gate  in  a state  of 
insanity.  I found,  in  one  or  two  instances,  this  to  be  done,  that  we  received  a quarter’s 
payment  in  advance : the  friends  were  apparently  anxious  to  pay,  and  promised  to  con- 
tinue paying  as  long  as  the  patient  remained  in  the  asylum ; but  when  the  three  months 
expired,  we  could  get  no  more  payment ; the  patient  was  in  the  asylum,  and  we  could 
not  put  him  out. 

8544.  Is  there  no  bond  from  the  friends  or  relatives  binding  them  to  take  away  the  pa- 
tient?— There  is  no  bond.  Generally  the  next  of  kin,  as  they  are  called,  promise,  in  the 
event  of  recovery,  to  remove  the  patient ; however,  we  may  not  be  able  to  find  those  friends 
when  we  require  them ; they  may  not  be  forthcoming. 

8545.  With  regard  to  tho  system  of  payment  to  which  you  refer,  are  you  in  favour  of  a 
fixed  sum  being  charged  to  tho  paying  patients,  or  of  a discretion  being  exercised  by  the 
Board  with  regard  to  the  sum  that  should  be  paid? — There  is  no  law  on  the  subject,  and 
I do  not  know  well  what  to  say  about  it. 

. 8546.  Do  you  observe,  any  difficulty  arise  from  paying  patients  being  in  the  same  institu- 
tion with  .pauper  patients,  because  ot  their  wearing  a different  dress,  or  from  other  circum- 
stances? No ; I do  not  think  it  militates  against  either  party. 

85 47.  Are  the  friends  of  paying  patients  admitted  to  see  them  more  frequently  than  the 
friends  of  ordinary  patients  ?— No. 

8548.  How  do  you  regulate  tho  admission  of  friends  to  see  patients? — There  are  fixed 
days  for  visiting  ; however,  if  the  friends  come  from  a distance,  on  other  days,  we  do  not 
exclude  them,  provided  it  would  not  be  considered  injurious  to  the  patients  to  see  them. 
YV  e do  not  allow  friends  to  see  patients  when  it  would  excite  them  too  much. 

8549.  Have  you  generally  a good  attendance  of  Governors  ? — Well,  three  form  a quorum, 
lhere  is  not  a large  attendance. 

8550.  Have  any  occasions  arisen  during  the  year  on  which  a quorum  of  Governors  did 
not  assemble  ? — I think,  on  two  occasions. 

8551.  On  those  occasions  no  meeting  took  place  till  the  ensuing  monthly  meeting  ? — 
IN  o ; there  was  no  extra  meeting. 

?°  i^16  ®overnors  visit  the  house  themselves  on  those  occasions? — Sometimes. 

t - ere  anY  Committee  of  Governors  appointed  as  a Visiting  Committee  ?— No. 

8554.  Is  it  a regular  practice,  or  not,  to  visit  the  various  wards  of  the  institution  at  the 

time  ot  the  monthly  meeting  ? No. 

8555.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  the  Board  regularly  ? — They  do  not 
attend  every  monthly  meeting. 

855(b  When  present,  do  they  vote  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  like 
the  ordinary  Governors? — Well,  I think  they  do  ; they  are  referred  to  very  frequently  by 
the  other  members.  J J 

o«o‘  50W  frequently  do  they  inspect  the  asylum? — There  is  no  regular  time. 

8558.  How  many  times  a-year  ? — I could  not  say. 

8559.  Do  they  visit  twice  in  the  year  ?— Yes. 

8560.  Are  those  visits  paid  at  the  time  of  the  monthly  meetings,  or  at  other  periods? — 
&°mi  w'f  Pe?iod.  of  the  monthly  meetings,  and  sometimes  at  intermediate  periods. 

a no^ce  given  to  you?— I get  no  notice  whatever, 

r ii>  • G 6 anY  BPecial  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  asylum,  except  those 
r3y Y Council? — None,  except  that  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients. 

8563.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  issue  of  money,  and  so  on, 
irom  the  Privy  Council  ? — No  difficulty,  except  that  there  is  sometimes  a delay,  which  has 
reduced  the  balance  at  the  bank  rather  low.  There  is  more  regularity  now  than  there 
used  to  be. 

, keep  the  morning  statement  book  regularly  ? — Do  you  mean  with  respect 

to  tho  health  of  the  patients?  J 

8565, 1 mean  what  the  Privy  Council  regulations  require  to  be  kept — the  Morning  State-. 
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ment  Book  ? — Yes ; perhaps  not  to  the  full  extent.  [The  Morning  Statement  Book  is 
produced.] 

8566.  Do  you  enter  regularly  in  this  hook,  the  number  of  cases  under  restraint  ? — Not 
regularly ; it  occurs  so  very  seldom. 

8567. 1 soe  on  some  days  the  entry — “ No  restraint  or  seclusion  on  this  day on  other 
days  there  is  no  entry  on  the  subject.  Are  we  to  understand  that  on  the  days  for  which 
there  is  no  entry  there  was  no  case  of  restraint,  or  do  you  not  enter  the  cases  of  restraint  ? — 
No ; I may  omit  to  do  so  ; hut  wo  very  seldom  resort  to  restraint. 

8568.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  require  such  entries  to  be 
made  ? — I was  not  aware. 

8569-  Is  a medical  journal  kept? — Not  a regular  medical  journal. 

8570.  Is  mechanical  restraint  at  all  used  ? — Rarely. 

8571.  By  whom  are  the  instruments  of  restraint  kept? — We  have  hut  one  instrument  of 
restraint,  and  it  is  kept  by  one  of  the  keepers. 

8572.  What  is  that? — The  strait  waistcoat ; we  have  some  straps  that  we  very  seldom 
resort  to. 

8573.  By  whom  are  they  kept  ? — By  the  keepers. 

8574.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  require  that  they  should  he 
kept  by  you? — I was  not  aware  of  that ; I never  saw  the  regulation  to  that  effect. 

8575.  Read  section  twenty-three  of  the  regulations? — [Same  is  shown  to  witness,  and  is 
read  by  him.]  1 have  read  it : I have  to  observe  that  we  have  but  one  waistcoat  for 
388  patients. 

8576.  And  the  straps  you  spoke  of? — Straps  to  put  on  the  hand  merely.  They  are 
never  used  without  my  concurrence. 

8577.  Have  you  any  padded  rooms  for  the  seclusion  of  patients? — No. 

8578.  Have  you  ever  had  any? — Never  had  one. 

8579.  Is  there  a proper  supply  of  c.old  water  laid  on? — Sometimes  we  run  short,  and 
are  obliged  to  wait  for  an  hour  or  two  until  the  tank  is  filled.  We  get  it  from  water-works. 
There  is  an  immense  quantity  of  water  used  in  the  establishment,  both  for  culinary  pur- 
poses and  for  hot  and  cold  baths. 

8580.  Arc  there  regular  bath  days  for  the  patients  ? — No  regular  bath  days.  The  warm 
baths  are  given  according  to  circumstances. 

8581.  How  frequently  do  the  patients  get  an  ordinary  washing-bath? — The  first  thing 
done  when  a patient  is  admitted  is  to  put  him  into  a tepid  bath. 

8582.  Are  we  to  understand  that  a patient  never  gets  a bath  except  as  a portion  of  the 
treatment  of  his  case  ? — Yes. 

8583.  For  the  purpose  of  cleanliness  is  there  no  system  of  baths  ? — No,  except  a neces- 
sity arises  with  dirty  patients,  and  they  are  put  into  baths ; but  otherwise  the  baths  are 
not  used  except  as  a curative  means. 

8584.  Are  there  lavatories  attached  to  each  of  the  corridors  ?— We  are  only  now  getting 
them  put  up  ; there  were  lavatories,  but  not  regular  ones.  There  are  washing-places. 

8585.  Were  they  anything  more  than  tubs  ? — Tubs,  and  rooms  apart,  and  towels. . 

8586.  Have  arrangements  been  made  to  provide  proper  lavatories  ?— -They  are  in  pro- 
gress ; some  are  made,  and  there  are  many  more  to  be  made; 

8587.  Are  there  any  water-closets  in  the  establishment  ?— No  regular  water-closets  for 
the  patients ; they  are  in  progress  also. 

8588.  Are  there  night-chairs  in  the  apartments  ?— No.  _ . 

8589.  Are  there  any  privies  in  the  yards?— There  are  sheds,  but  not  regular  prmes. 

8590.  Is  there  any  improvement  with  regard  to  those  matters,  under  consideration  ?— Ye3. 

859 1!  Have  you  ever,  during  the  seven  years  you  have  been  here,  brought  those  matters 

under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? I have. 

8592.  Have  you  applied  for  night-chairs  ? — I have  never  applied  for  mght-chairs,  nor 

have  I ever  brought  that  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  I thought  you 
alluded  to  the  water-closets.  . „ 

8593.  Do  the  patients  dine  in  the  regular  day-rooms,  or  are  there  separate  dining-rooms  l 
—Sometimes  in  the  day-rooms,  and  sometimes  in  the  dining-rooms;  generally  speaking, 
they  diue  in  the  regular  dining-room ; they  breakfast  and  sup  in  the  day-rooms. 

8594.  Some  of  the  dining-rooms  appear  to  be  mere  temporary  sheds  ?— Yes  ; they  are 


used  more  in  summer. 

8595.  Are  they  found  sufficient  or  suitable?— Yes. 

8596.  How  are  the  corridors  of  the  establishment  heated  ?— They  are  not  heated  at  all. 

8597.  Is  not  the  asylum  very  cold  and  uncomfortable  in  winter,  and  during  damp  weather  t 

—Yes,  some  portions  are  very  cold.  „ _ . , , , , , 

8598.  Are  the  corridors  flagged  or  boarded  ?— Some  are  flagged  and  some  are  boarded ; 

the  ground  ones  are  flagged.  ...  , . . . . 

8599.  Do  you  consider  a sufficient  degree  of  warmth  is  very  important  in  a curative 

hospital  for  the  insane? — Very  important.  _ . 

8600.  Have  you  ever  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  the  importance 
of  providing  for  the  better  warming  of  those  corridors?— -I  have. 

8601.  Are  any  measures  in  progress  to  secure  that  ?— Not  at  present. 

8602.  Are  the  patients  kept  generally  employed  ?— Those  that  are  available  for  work  are. 

8603.  Are  you  enabled  to  make  up  the  clothing  which  you  require  for  the  inmates,  in  the 

establishment  ? No  ; we  are  enabled  to  make  up  all  the  female  clothing,  but  not  all  the 

- 8604°Tt  appears  from  tie  Morning  Statement  Book  that  on  yesterday  there  were  only 
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twenty-five  female  patients,  out  of  1 73,  engaged  in  needlework ; do  you  consider  that  ren 
sents  the  number  of  those  who  could  be  properly  so  employed  ? — There  were  others* 
other  occupations.  That  was  the  number  at  needlework  alone ; others  were  cleaning  n 
the  house,  and  working  in  the  laundry.  ° P 

8605.  There  were  totally  unemployed  108  out  of  173;  is  that  the  ordinary  proportion? 

— Yes;  in  or  about  that.  1 

8606.  With  regard  to  the  men,  have  you  a sufficient  quantity  of  ground  to  occupy  those 

who  are  fit  for  agricultural  work? — Yes;  wc  make  occupation  for  them — picking  weeds 
and  so  on.  8 ’ 

8607.  Is  any  tailoring  done  in  the  establishment? — There  is  only  one  tailor. 

8608.  Is  there  any  shoemaker  ? — No. 

8609.  At  what  hour  do  the  patients  usually  retire  to]  rest? — From  seven  till  half-past 

seven  in  summer,  and  earlier  in  winter.  ^ 

8610.  At  what  hour  do  they  rise  ? — About  seven  o’clock. 

8611.  What  indoor  occupations  have  you  for  the  men? — Assisting  to  clean  the  house  at 
the  male  side,  and  whitewashing.  There  is  not  much  occupation  for  the  men  inside. 

8612.  On  wet  days  how  are  the  20G  male  inmates  of  the  house  employed  ? — Playing  cards 

and  some  reading.  ’ 

8613.  Have  you  any  other  amusement  for  them? — Playing  the  flute  and  the  violin. 

8614.  Do  they  frequent  thejjorridors  much? — They  do. 

8615.  Arc  there  any  seats  or  benches  for  them  to  sit  down? — Not  in  the  corridors  • 
there  are  in  the  day-rooms. 

8616.  Is  there  a school  in  the  asylum? — No. 

8617.  Was  there  a school  here? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

8618.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  advantage,  as  a means  of  occupation,  of  having 
instruction  given  to  those  inmates  who  would  be  capable  of  benefiting  by  it  ? — I think 
it  would  be  very  desirable,  but  at  the  same  time,  I think  very  few  would  avail  themselves 
of  it.  They  get  hooks  from  time  to  time,  but  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  together ; they 
knock  them,  about  and  tear  them.  There  is,  generally  speaking,  the  greatest  disinclination 
on  their  part  to  study ; there  are,  of  course,  a few  exceptions. 

8619.  My  question  did  not  refer,  of  course,  to  compulsory  study,  but  to  instruction  as  a 
means  of  occupation  for  those  who  would  not  object  to  it  ? — A few  would  avail  themselves 
of  it. 

8620.  Have  you  at  present  any  books  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  ? — Very  few. 

8621.  How  many  may  there  be  ? — I suppose  about  eight  or  ten. 

8622.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  religious  worship  in  the  institution  ? — There  is 
a Protestant  and  a Roman  Catholic  chaplain. 

8623.  Is  there  a chapel  attached  to  the  institution  ? — One  of  the  large  rooms  is  set 
apart  for  the  Roman  Catholic  worship,  and  this  board-room  for  the  Protestant  worship. 

8624.  Is  the  large  room  you  refer  to  used  exclusively  as  a Homan  Catholic  place  of 
worship  ? — Exclusively,  there  is  no  other  use  made  of  it. 

8625.  Have  chaplains  been  always  attached  to  this  institution  ? — Yes. 

8626.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  chaplains  being  attached 
to  this  institution  ? — I look  upon  it  as  a very  great  advantage. 

8627.  Are  the  chaplains  admitted  to  visit  the  patients  during  the  week  ? — Whenever 
they  like  ; they  have  free  access  at  all  times. 

8628.  Have  they  free  access  to  each  of  the  patients  without  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  patient — that  is,  supposing  a man  to  be  in  a state  of  excitement  that  religious  topics 
might  not  be  desirable  for  him  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  chaplain,  would  you  feel  it 
your  duty  to  tell  the  chaplain  so? — I would,  and  lie  would  agree  with  me. 

8629.  Are  there  many  of  various  persuasions  in  the  asylum  ? — Very  few  Protestants ; 
they  are  mostly  all  Roman  Catholics.  The  number  of  Protestants  is  comparatively  few. 

8630.  Have  you  found  any  sectarian  disputes  to  arise  amongst  the  inmates  resulting 
from  their  attending  the  religious  instruction  of  their  respective  clergymen? — None. 

8631.  What  classification  are  you  enabled  to  maintain  in  the  asylum? — We  have  two 
classes. 

8632.  The  orderly  and  disorderly  ? — The  orderly  and  disorderly.  I would  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  separate  the  moderately  tranquil  from  the  tranquil,  they  vary  so. 

8633.  Have  you  any  particular  sleeping  rooms  for  suicidal  cases? — No. 

8634.  Have  you  not  recently  had  a case  of  suicide? — Yes,  we  had  one  recently. 

8635.  Was  that  investigated  by  the  Board  ? — There  was  a Coroner’s  inquest,  and  some 
of  the  Governors  attended  the  inquest. 

8636.  What  was  the  result,  as  regards  blame  being  attached  to  the  attendants  or  other- 
wise ?— The  verdict  of  the  Jury  was,  that  blame  attached  to  one  of  the  nurses,  an  assistant 
nurse.  She  was  dismissed. 

8637.  Are  the  idiots  kept  in  a separate  class? — No. 

8638.  Then  any  acute  case  received  into  the  asylum,  even  if  it  was  a violent  case,  would 
be  placed  in  the  same  ward  or  department  possibly  with  idiots  or  with  chronic  disorderly 
patients,  where  there  would  be  perhaps  eighty,  on  the  male  side  ? — A very  violent  case, 
newly  admitted,  we  would  put  with  the  disorderly. 

8639.  How  many  airing  courts  are  there  altogether  in  the  asylum  ? — Seven. 

8640.  Are  they  all  in  use  ? — Yes,  they  are  all  in  use. 

. 8641.  Do  you  think  any  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the  better  appropriation  of  the 
airing  courts,  and  for  the  more  extended  separation  of  the  orderly  convalescent? — So  tar 
as  the  airing  courts  are  concerned,  th,ey  would  do  very  well  aB  they  are.  The  orderly  an 
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disorderly  do  not  interfere  with  each  other  in  that  way.  In  summer  wc  hare  two  largo  Limerick. 
fields  into  which  we  take  them,  the  males  and  females.  One  field  is  on  the  north-west,  _.  — — , . 

and  the  other  is  to  the  south  of  the  asylum.  Lmenck 

8642.  Has  not  the  asylum  been  enlarged  since  it  was  first  erected  ?— Yes,  additions  were  Robert  Fitzgerald, 

built  to  it.  • Esq.,  m.d. 

8643.  Has  the  effect  of  that  enlargement  been  to  confine  the  airing  courts  ? — I should  Enlargement  of  the 

say  not;  however,  I cannot  speak  positively.  Asylum. 

8644.  Were  the  buildings  erected  on  some  of  the  airing  courts? — I do  not  know  ; it 
might  have  been  on  other  ground. 

8645.  Do  you  think  the  building  would  admit  of  any  considerable  extension  at  present  ? — 

I think  the  grounds  would  admit  of  it. 

8646.  I mean  an  extension  attached  to  the  present  building  ? — I think  it  could  be  done. 

8647.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  class  of  attendants  employed  in  the  institution? — I am  The  attendants; 

perfectly  satisfied  with  them;  they  are  very  good.  ' their  efficiency;  their 

8648.  Do  you  find  that  the  wages  given  are  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  remuneratl0n>  c' 
persons? — I find  that  if  we  have  a vacancy  for  an  attendant,  we  have  applications 
innumerable.  That  would  lead  one  to  suppose  they  consider  the  remuneration  sufficient. 

8649-  Arc  any  means  resorted  to  of  testing  the  efficiency  or  fitness  of  the  candidates  ? — 

Nothing  more  than  reference  to  their  previous  character. 

8650.  Do  they  all  read  and  write? — Generally  speaking,  they  do.  There  may  be  one  or 
two  exceptions. 

8651.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  put  in  force  the  recent  Act  for  the  superannuation  The  Superannuation 

of  attendants? — -In  one  instance.  Act. 

8652.  Has  the  Act  been  found  adequate  for  its  purposes? — It  has  been  carried  out  in 
one  case,  and  I believe  the  Governors  considered  it  adequate  ; but  the  man  receiving  the 
allowance  considered  it  very  inadequate.  The  man  was  twenty  years  in  the  establishment, 
and  had  conducted  himself  in  a very  exemplary  manner.  His  remuneration  or  compensation 
is  about  £16  a-year,  which  is  very  small  after  such  long  service. 

8653.  Has  any  complaint  ever  been  made  that  all  the  officers  and  attendants  of  the  estab- 
lishment are  not  included  in  this  Superannuation  Act? — 1 am  not  aware  that  any  ground 
for  such  complaint  exists,  because,  I believe,  all  the  officers  arc  included. 

8654.  Is  the  clerk  and  accountant  included? — I believe  the  Act  says  “ all  the  officers,” 
and  the  clerk  is  an  ofiicer. 


8655.  By  whom  are  the  attendants  appointed — by  you  or  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — . 

Sometimes  by  the  Board  of  Governors;  generally  by  me.  \ 

8656.  How  is  it  in  fact — by  whom  are  the  appointments  made  ? — By  me. 

8657.  By  whom  are  the  attendants  dismissed? — I dismissed  a man  forthwith,  whom  I 
caught  in  the  act  of  injuring  a patient.  I may  have  done  so  in  other  cases. 

8658.  Does  the  clerk  and  store-keeper  reside  on  the  premises? — No.  < 

8659.  Is  there  any  order  of  the  Board  permitting  him  to  reside  elsewhere  ? — Yes,  he  * 
got  an  addition  to  his  salary  in  lieu  of  apartments  and  rations. 

8660.  Do  you  inspect  all  the  provisions  coming  into  the  house  to  see  that  they  are  I 

according  to  contract  ? — I do.  j- 

8661.  Are  the  provisions  and  articles  required  for  the  house  provided  by  contract  ? — 
Mostly  all : all  the  eatables  are  provided  by  contract. 

8662.  Are  coals  and  candles  supplied  by  contract  ?— Yes,  they  are  supplied  by  contract. 

8663.  And  the  materials  for  clothing? — They  ai-e  exceptions.  We  tried  the  contract  C 
system  as  to  clothing,  and  found  that  it  failed.  We  found  that  it  produced  a great  deal  of  ” 
confusion.  For  instance,  we  had  tenders  for  two  or  three  different  kinds  of  clothing,  and 
we  received  samples  on  a particular  Board  day.  The  confusion  became  so  great,  that  we 
could  not  know  one  article  from  another,  and  we  found  it  much  more  advisable  to  purchase 


at  a particular  house,  that  we  found  dealt  fairly  by  us.  This  arrangement  saved  a great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  it  produced  a beneficial  result,  inasmuch  as  we  got  a good  article. 

8664.  Why  should  confusion  arise  here  more  than  in  any  other  institution  ? — We 
received  patterns,  for  instance,  of  corduroy,  and  we  selected  one  at  one  price,  and  another 
at  a different  price ; but  we  found  that  we  sometimes  gave  the  large  price  tor  the  bad  article, 
and  rejected  the  good  article.  We  were  not  competent  judges. 

8665.  Do  you  consider  yourself  responsible  for  any  portion  of  the  medical  treatment  of  The  medical  treat- 

any  section  of  the  inmates  ?— This  is  a supposition  of  my  own  ; but  in  the  event  of  any  fSSy  S 
accident  occurring;  at  night,  I consider  myself  responsible  for  the  proper  treatment  of  that  responsibility  of  the 
patient.  _ Visiting  and  the 

8666.  But,  under  other  circumstances,  do  you  consider  yourself  responsible?- — Certainly  si  ent  ys  cians. 

not.  Where  there  is  a visiting  physician  I would  not  conceive  myself  responsible  for  the 

duties  that  devolve  upon  the  medical  attendant. 

8667-  Do  you  consider  yourself  responsible  for  any  part  of  the  medical  treatment  of  the 
sick,  as  distinguished  from  the  general  inmates  ? — N othing  more  than  having  been  appointed 
resident  medical  attendant  I would  conceive  that  I was  responsible  to  some  extent.  1 was 
not  appointed  a resident  physician;  I was  merely  appointed  “ manager.”  That  is  the  word 
in  the  appointment.  At  the  same  time,  knowing  I would  not  have  been  appointed  if  I was 
not  a medical  man,  I conceived  it  my  duty  to  act  as  such  when  necessary. 

S668.  There  is  no  distinct  line  of  division  with  respect  to  the  medical  duties  to  be 
discharged  by  you  and  the  visiting  physician  ? — There  is  no  strict  line  of  demarcation. 

8669.  Have  you  an  infirmary  here? — No.  , No  infirmary ; the 

8670.  Do  you  consider  the  associated  dormitories  proper  places  for  treating  the^sick  ?—  8lcK  m aormitones. 
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The  special  charge 
of  the  sick. 


We  have  had  so  little  sickness,  that  we  have  never  found  any  grievance  to  arise  fro 
having  an  infirmary ; hut,  generally,  I think  it  would  be  a great  deal  hotter  to  have  a sena  * 
place  for  the  sick.  I think  it  would  insure  better  attendance  upon  them,  than  to  h 6 
them  in  the  ordinary  dormitories.  ’ ‘ flaYe 

8671.  IIow  is  the  visiting  physician,  when  he  comes  here,  informed  of  such  of  the  sick 

require  his  attendance  ? — Generally  speaking,  the  attendants  and  myself  tell  him  of  tl^ 
case  or  cases  that  require  his  attention.  tae 

8672.  Is  there  any  book  kept  in  which  entries  are  made  to  direct  his  attention  to  such 

cases  ? — The  matron  gives  a morning  statement  in  her  book  of  the  sick  at  the  female  sir! 
of  the  house.  Sltte 

8673.  What  about  the  male  side? — Reported  by  the  attendants  and  myself. 

8674.  In  a book  for  the  purpose  ? — No ; verbally. 

8675.  Then,  the  physician  depends  upon  verbal  reports? — Yes ; on  verbal  reports 

8676.  Who  visits  the  sick,  or  looks  after  them  in  the  intervals  of  the  physician’s  visits  7— 
I do. 

8677.  I saw  a patient  named  Anne  Kearney,  with  gangrenous  slough  on  the  back ; she  is 
in  an  associated  dormitory,  and  was  three  weeks  in  bed? — Yes,  there  is  such  a case” 

8678-  Do  you  think  a dormitory,  having  ten  or  eleven  patients  in  it,  is  a proper  place 
for  such  a case  so  affected  to  remain  in — proper  either  as  regards  the  other  patients  or  the 
patient  herself  who  is  suffering  ? — I think  it  is  a most  unsuitable  place  for  her. 

8679.  Have  you  ever  represented  to  the  Governors  the  want  of  an  infirmary  ? I do  not 

think  I have  ever  done  so. 

8680.  Is  that  woman  under  medical  treatment  at  present? — Yes ; she  is  under  medical 
treatment  so  far  as  her  diet.  Nutritive  diet  is  given  ; no  medicine. 

86 8 L Is  there  any  medical  book  with  entries  to  show  what  she  has  received?— There  is 
no  medical  book ; but  she  is  receiving  wine,  and  other  things. 

8682.  Is  there  any  record  whatever  to  show  that  woman  has  been  in  the  state  she  is  now 
in,  for  three  weeks? — No  written  record. 

8683.  Is  there  any  record  to  show  the  dietary  she  is  receiving? — No. 

8684.  Who  are  the  attendants  in  charge  ? — A nurse. 

8685.  Is  she  a nurse  specially  in  charge  of  that  patient,  or  merely  the  ordinary  nurse 
of  the  whole  ward  ? — The  ordinary  nurse  of  the  ward ; she  has  an  assistant. 

8686.  Is  the  assistant  ever  employed  on  any  other  duties  ? — Constantly. 

8687.  Is.  the  assistant  ever  employed  in  the  laundry? — No.  The  assistants  were 
employed  in  the  laundry  some  time  ago.  Lately  I made  a regulation  forbidding  it,  in 
consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  attendance. 

8688.  Do  you  consider  the  nurse,  when  the  assistant  is  employed  at  other  duties,  is 
capable,  alone,  of  taking  charge  of  thirty-five  patients  in  addition  to  a patient  confined 
to  oed  for  three  weeks,  in  the  condition  in  which  I saw  the  woman  whose  case  I have 
mentioned  ? — Certainly  not. 

8689-  Then,  in  short,  you  consider  an  infirmary  with  a nurse,  or  two  nurses,  as  the  case 
may  be,  would  be  necessary  in  a large  institution  of  this  kind  ? — I think  it  would  be  very 
desirable;  at  the  same  time,  we  have  had  so  little  sickness  here,  that  the  nurses  who  would 
be  appropriated,  or  set  apart,  for  that  particular  duty  would  bo  very  idle  for  a great  part 
of  the  year,  if  they  were  not  made  available  for  other  purposes. 

8690.  Would  not  the  infirmary  bo  a suitable  place  for  them  to  take  charge  of  ? — Yes. 

.8691.  What  guarantee  have  you  that  the  attendants  may  not  make  use  of  restraints, 
without  your  knowing  of  it,  when  they  have  the  instruments  in  their  charge  ? — The  dread 
of  the  consequences,  as  well  as  good  feeling,  would  guard  against  their  resorting  to  such 
means  without  authority  from  the  medical  attendant. 


David  O’  Callaghan,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined, 
ofino"  °ffice  do  you  hold  in  connexion  with  this  asylum  ? — Visiting  physician. 

t tt  l0ng  haVS  you  held  that  office  ?— Thirty  years. 

8694.  Has  that  been  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  ?— Yes,  since  the  opening  of 
the  institution.  . 

m°ff  fre9uently  do.  you  attend  the  asylum  ? — Generally  every  day. 
oo9b.  the  manager  of  this  institution  being  a member  of  the  medical  profession,  how 
far  do  you  consider  that  he  has  any  charge  of  the  treatment  of  insanity  hi  the  asylum?— 
1 conceive  him  to  have  charge  equally  as  much  as  I have. 

. 697.  Do  you  consider  that  the  responsibility  of  treating  insanity  in  the  house  rests  with 
him  equally  with  you?— Ido.  b J 

8698.  Is  that  in  consequence  of  any  particular  instructions  which  were  issued  on  his 
appointment  ? — No;  I got  no  particular  instruction,  but  I did  in  the  time  of  the  former 
manager,  that  I was  to  consider  him  as  a consulting  physician,  that  we  should  consult  in  all 

cases  m,  which  we  thought  it  proper. 

86.99.  Am  I to  understand  that  you  consider  your  position  as  that  of  a consulting 
p rariT Y1 QCTaUy > both  an  acting  and  consulting  physician. 

8 too.  Who  has  charge  specially  of  the  sick?— I should  say  that  the  charge  of  the  side 
nes  with  the  manager  and  with  the  nursetenders. 

- , , ‘ ' • -“-s  fhe  law  does  not  require  the  manager,  of  necessity,  to  be  a medical  man,  surely 
it  does  not  contemplate  the  charge  of  the  sick  resting  with  him  ?— Certainly  not  before 
medical  men  had  been  appointed ; but,  I suppose,  since  medical  men  have  been  appointed, 
ey  are  considered  as  assistants  to  the  visiting  physicians. 
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8702.  Am  I to  understand,  generally,  that  you  regard  your  position  in  reference  to  this 
establishment  as  a physician  visiting  almost  daily  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the 
treatment  pursued  by  the  manager  is  correct?— Not  by  any  means,  for  the  treatment  is  by 
myself  as  well  as  by  the  manager  ; we  consult  respecting  it. 

8703.  Supposing  a difference  to  arise  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  au  insane  case, 
with  whom  would  the  responsibility  rest  of  determining  that  treatment  ? — I should  say 
with  me. 

8704.  I presume  it  is  your  opinion  that  a professional  person  should  be  at  the  head  of 
the  establishment  ? — Certainly. 

8705.  Supposing  the  law  to  require,  what  is  now  in  practice  usually  done— namely,  that 
the  head  of  the  institution  should  he  a medical  man,  do  you  consider  the  sole  responsibility 
of  treating  all  cases  in  the  house  should  rest  with  him?— Not  the  sole  responsibility  ; a 
responsibility  conjointly  with  the  visiting  physician. 

8706.  It  has  been  stated  there  is  no  infirmary  in  this  institution  ? There  is  not. 

8707.  Do  you  consider  that  a deficiency  ? — Certainly.  An  infirmary  would  be  very 
desirable,  and  has  been  often  spoken  of.  I think  the  Inspectors  have  reported  about  it 
on  different  occasions. 

8708.  Has  the  matter  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors? I 

rather  think  it  has. 

8709.  Has  there  ever  been  au  infirmary  here? — Never,  except  during  the  time  of  the 
cholera,  when  wo  cleared  out  a couple  of  wards,  and  used  them  as  such.  In  fact,  the 
number  of  sick  cases  is  very  small.  Except  during  the  cholera,  we  had  very  few  infectious 
cases  of  disease. 

87 10.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  are  not  sufficient  means  of  warming  the  establishment, 
do  you  concur  in  that  opinion  ? — I think  we  are  rather  deficient  in  that  respect. 

8711.  Is  not  warmth  important  in  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane? — Good  air  and 
warmth  are  certainly  useful. 

8712.  Do  not  insane  patients  particularly  require  warmth? — I think  they  are  rather 
chilly  in  general. 

8713.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  ventilation — is  it  good? — Indeed,  I think,  it  is  in 
general  very  good. 

8714.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilation,  such  as  extracting  shafts  ? — No,  there 
are  not,  except  windows  at  the  ends  of  the  corridors,  and  windows  along  the  corridors ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  ventilation  is  very  good. 

8715.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  clothing  provided  for  the  inmates? — I think 
it  is  quite  sufficient. 

87 1 6.  What  is  your  opinion  about  the  bedding? — I thinkthe  bedding  very  goodin  general. 

8717-  What  beds  are  generally  in  use,  straw  or  cocoa-fibre? — Both. 

8718.  Which  do  you  consider  the  best? — Why,  straw  is  more  suitable  for  dirty  patients. 

8719.  In  the  district,  generally,  do  not  the  poorer  classes  use  straw  beds? — Almost 
exclusively. 

8720.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  importance  of  having  chaplains  attached  to  this 
institution  ? — I think  the  probability  is,  that  they  tend  to  soothe  the  minds  of  the  patients 
in  some  measure. 

8721.  Have  you  at  all  found  that  an  injurious  effect  has,  in  any  case,  been  caused 
by  the  attendance  of  chaplains  ? — No  ; we  have  seen  no  injurious  effect  from  it  in  this 


8722.  Have  there  been  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution  for  the  thirty  years  that  you 
have  been  medical  attendant? — No,  nor  for  half  the  time. 

8723.  Do  the  manager  and  you  together  see  all  the  inmates? — Sometimes  we  do ; not 
always. 

8724.  How  would  you  propose  to  carry  on  a conjoint  treatment  if  you  do  not  together 
see  the  same  patients  ? — When  we  see  any  particular  case  we  speak  to  each  other  and 
consult  upon  it,  and  then  go  to  the  patient  if  there  is  any  necessity. 

S725.  But,  ordinarily,  you  do  not  go  together  ? — Not  in  general. 

8726.  Then,  if  the  treatment  were  to  be  what  is  called  a conjoint  treatment,  how  would 
you  carry  it  out,  where  the  manager  would  see  a patient  one  day,  and  you  would  see  him 
the  next  day,  and  not  see  him  together  ? — When  a system  of  treatment  is  laid  down  it  is 
carried  on,  except  when  an  alteration  is  necessary. 

8727.  Do  you  keep  any  book  to  record  wine  or  diet  for  the  sick?— No  ; whenever  there 
is  necessity  for  those  things  they  are  ordered,  and  the  manager  provides  them. 

8728.  How  is  the  order  given  ? — Verbally,  or  entered  in  the  Apothecary’s  Book. 

8729.  Is  the  wine  or  the  sick  diet  entered  in  the  Apothecary’s  Book?— It  generally  is. 

8730.  Is  it  always  entered? — Not  always,  I believe. 

8731.  Referring  to  the  conjoint  treatment  which  you  suggest,  suppose  you  had  not  the 
Manager  with  you,  how  would  you  ascertain  the  treatment  which  had  been  given  in  the 
way  of  wine,  extra  diet,  or  other  matters?— By  inquiry  from  the  nurses;  that  is  the  only 
means.;  hut  I have  always  an  opportunity  ef  seeing  the  Manager  every  day.  I meet  him 


every  day  of  my  life.  , , , . , 

8.732.  Still,  to  obtain  full  knowledge  of  the  treatment  ordered  by  him  the  day  before, 
you  have  only  the  information  given  by  the  nurse  ? — I would  have  the  information  from 
himself: 

8733.  But,  -suppose  you  did  not  ge  round  together  ?— When  I would  meet  him  he 
would  tell  me.  3 D 2 
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William  Tlmry  Gabbett,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8734.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  institution  ? — I believe  since  ti, 

year  1833.  ne 

8735.  Have  you  been  a tolerably  constant  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board’— 
Yes,  particularly  of  late. 

8736.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  asylum  is  at  present  full  ? — Yes. 

8737.  Do  you  consider  it  is  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  district  ? — I would  say  so  - we 
are  generally  very  full,  but  sometimes  we  have  room  to  spare.  Wo  lately  were  relieved 
of  the  Kerry  patients,  which  gave  us  a great  deal  of  accommodation. 

8738  Did  the  asylum  fill  rapidly  after  tho  Kerry  patients  were  removed? Yes. 

8739.  Would  not  that  rather  indicate  that  there  was  a number  of  cases  outside  wanting- 

accommodation  ? — Yes ; but  there  are  not  a great  many  applications.  ° 

8740.  By  a return  tho  Commissioners  have  received,  it  appears  that  there  were,  on  the 

1st  of  January  last,  twenty-five  lunatics  in  tho  workhouse  of  Limerick  ? I do  not  know 

how  they  stand  at  the  workhouse. 

S741.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  committing  lunatics  to  gaols? I am 

decidedly  against  it.  I have  been  one  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence  of  the  county 
gaol  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  I have  found  great  inconvenience  to  arise  from  the  system 
of  committing  to  gaols. 

8742.  If  the  law  was  to  be  altered  in  that  respect,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  provide 
additional  accommodation  here  ? — I should  imagine  so. 

8743.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  lunatics  from  the  gaols  received  into  the 
asylum  ? — Not  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  when  lie  has  room.  Wo  must  get  an  order 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  transmission  of  a patient. 

8744.  Have  lunatics,  generally,  been  long  detained  in  gaol  before  their  removal?— Not 
very  long. 

8745.  Are  lunatics  kept  separate  from  the  other  prisoners  in  gaols? — They  are, 
sometimes,  when  they  are  very  violent,  but  not  otherwise. 

8746.  What  is  your  opinion  of  workhouses  as  places  for  the  detention  of  lunatics  ?— I 
would  say  that  they  are  not  proper  places.  I am  not  a Guardian  of  the  poor,  and  I have  not 
been,  and  I do  not  know  much  about  the  workhouse. 

8747.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  of  the  Governors  at  tho  Board  to  be  pretty  equal  from 
the  counties  of  Clare  and  Limerick? — I would  say  it  is  not  so.  Very  few  from  Claro 
attend. 

8748.  What  proportion  of  the  Governors  on  tho  Board  belong  to  tho  county  Clare? — 
I could  not  tell  that  exactly.  There  arc  not  so  many  as  fi-om  the  county  Limerick. 
Whatever  the  number  is,  they  do  not  attend ; nor  did  tho  Kerry  gentlemen  when  that  county 
was  connected  with  this  district. 

8749.  Kerry,  however,  was  far  more  remote? — Yes. 

8750.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  tho  propriety  of  receiving  paying  patients  into  this 
institution? — I have  always  advocated  it,  because  I thought  there  were  a number  of 
patients  not  able  to  pay  in  a private  asylum,  and  that  it  would  be  hard  to  exclude  them; 
and,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Nugent,  we  took  them  in  at  tho  actual  cost  of  patients  in 
the  asylum,  for  about  £20  a-year. 

8751.  Your  charge  is  fixed,  is  it  not? — Yes,  it  is  about  the  average  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  a pauper  patient. 

8752.  There  is  no  varying  scale  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  individuals? — No; 
we  do  not  take  them  in  unless  it  is  proved  to  us  that  they  are  not  able  to  pay  in  a private 
asylum. 

8753.  Do  you  think  the  present  plan  of  charging  a fixed  sum — namely,  the  actual  cost  of 
maintenance,  is  preferable  to  charging  a varying  sum  ? — I think  so. 

8754.  In  point  of  fact,  then,  any  person  not  able  to  pay  that  fixed  sum  is  received  as  a 
pauper? — Yes,  received  as  a pauper. 

8755.  The  Board  of  Governors  are  at  present,  I believe,  appointed  directly  by  the 
Government  ? — Yes.  We  have  heretofore  notified  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  when  we  wished 
to  have  a Governor  appointed,  and  it  has  been  generally  sanctioned. 

8756.  Are  you  in  favour  of  giving  this  Board  move  of  a representative  character,  by  the 
appointment  of  a certain  number  of  members  from  each  Grand  Jury  ? — That  never  occurred 
to  me.  I think  it  would  be  well  to  displace  Governors  who  have  not  attended  a certain 
number  of  times  in  the  year.  We  have  many  who  scarcely  ever  come  at  all. 

8757.  I believe  a Governor,  onco  appointed,  remains  on  the  list  for  life,  whether  he 
attends  or  not  ? — Yes. 

8758.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Asylums  being  members  of  each  Board  ? — I think  it  advisable.  Whenever  they  do  attend, 
they  sit  here  as  members,  and  often  give  us  very  good  hints. 

8759.  Do  they  vote  at  the  Board? — Well,  I do  not  know  that  on  any  occasion,  when 
they  attended,  there  was  a division. 

8760.  As  a general  principle,  do  you  consider  they  should  belong  to  the  Board,  with 
the  same  power  as  ordinary  members,  or  Bhould  merely  attend  as  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
do  at  Boards  of  Guardians? — Well,  I do  not  see  any  disadvantage  in  their  attending  as 
Governors. 

8761.  With  regard  to  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum,  the  manager  and  physician  and 
storekeeper,  do  you  consider  these  officers  should  be  appointed,  as  heretofore,  by  the 
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Executive  Government,  or  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — Well,  I see  no  particular  disad-  Limerick. 
vantage  in  their  being  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  

8762.  Have  you  found  any  delay  or  difficulty  to  arise  from  the  control  exercised  by  the  Limerick  District 

Privy  Council  over  the  expenditure  ? — No,  indeed ; except  in  one  or  tivo  instances  in  _ T®*!  ' w 

which  circumstances,  perhaps,  occurred  two  or  three  years  back  that  caused  rather  a little  ' ‘ 'L*  s<1' 

annoyance  for  the  time,  I do  not  see  any  inconvenience  from  the  system.  trXof  expenditur^". 

8763.  I believe  that  at  present,  when  any  enlargement  of  the  asylum  takes  place,  or  any  control  in  erection 
new  building  is  erected,  the  works  are  done  by  the  Central  Board  in  Dublin;  are  you  of  buildings, 
favourable  to  that  system,  or  would  you  prefer  it  should  be  left  to  the  Local  Board  ? — We 

generally  did  a great  deal  by  contract  here  ourselves;  I think  we  ought  to  be  better  judges 
of  what  was  to  be  done  at  this  asylum  than  others. 

8764.  Supposing  that  the  Local  Board  refused  to  provide  additional  accommodation  when 
required,  do  you  consider  it  proper  the  Executive  Government  should  have  the  power  of 
causing  the  work  to  be  done  ? — I think  if  the  Local  Board  refused,  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment should  certainly  have  that  power. 

8765.  From  a return  we  have  received,  it  appears  that  there  were  206  probably  incurable  The  provision  of 
cases  in  the  asylum  on  the  first  of  January  last  out  of  335  inmates  ; have  the  Board  ever 

considered,  with  the  view  of  affording  additional  accommodation,  what  arrangement  could  question  of  a Central 
be  made  with  respect  to  those  incurable  cases  ? — It  was  reported  to  us  at  one  time  that  it  Asylum  for  them, 
was  contemplated  to  build  an  asylum  for  incurables : that  would  be  a great  relief  to  us. 

8766-  Would  you  prefer  that  there  should  be  a central  asylum  for  the  reception  of  in- 
curables, rather  than  that  there  should  be  erected  additional  buildings  on  these  premises  ? 

.—I  would. 

8767.  When  you  speak  of  its  being  a great  relief  to  the  district  to  have  a central  asylum  Maintenance  of  such 
for  the  incurable  cases,  do  you  mean  that  the  central  asylum  should  be  maintained  out  of  Central  Asylum, 
the  public  funds  and  not  out  of  the  local  rate  ? — I would  say  so. 

8768.  Would  not  that  probably  lead  to  an  unfair  removal  of  patients  to  the  incurable 
institution  with  the  view  of  relieving  the  local  rate  ? — I think  the  cases  should  be  par- 
ticularly examined  and  reported  upon,  as  to  whether  they  were  incurable  or  not.  I con- 
sider any  difficulty  on  that  head  could  be  fully  provided  for. 

8769.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  chaplains  being  attached  Opinion  in  favour  of 
to  this  institution  ? — Well,  I understood  by  the  evidence  of  Dr.  O’Callaghan,  and  many  liavins  chap  ains' 
others,  that  they  have  not  been  productive  of  any  evil,  and  I do  not  see  why  they  should 

not  be  continued.  Whether  they  were  productive  of  any  good  or  not  I really  cannot  tell. 

8770.  Do  the  Governors  visit  the  whole  of  the  institution  at  their  monthly  meetings  ? — 

No,  not  every  month. 

8771 . Are  any  of  the  Governors  appointed  as  a committee  for  that  purpose  ? — No.  "We  No  visiting  Com- 
generally  go  through  the  accounts,  particularly  for  the  previous  month,  and  see  that  the  mittee- 

bills  are  all  receipted  properly,  and  entered,  and  then  we  pass  the  bills  to  be  paid,  and 
see  that  there  is  no  overcharge. 

Thomas  Kane,  Esq.,  m.d.,  j.p.,  Mayor  of  Limerick,  sworn  and  examined.  T*xomM!j^a?.p.Es9'’ 


8772.  1 believe  you  are  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Limerick  ? — Yes. 

8773.  Is  there  any  representation  you  would  wish,  on  the  part  of  the  Town  Council  of  Suggestion  from 
Limerick,  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners? — Yes,  there  are  two  subjects  which  I wish  Li’merick^he 
to  bring  before  the  Commissioners.  I will  read  this  document,  with  your  permission : — chargeabiity  of 

“ At  a Special  Meeting  of  tlio  Town  Council  of  Limerick,  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Thursday,  the  bmatics. 
the  19tli  day  of  March,  1857,  the  Right  Worshipful  Thomas  Kane,  m.d.,  Mayor,  in  the  chair,  the 
following  resolution  was  proposed  by  T.  C.  Sheehy,  seconded  by  Alderman  Quinlivan,  and  unani- 
mously carried  ‘ Resolved — That  the  Government  be  called  upon  to  change  the  law  regarding  the 

support  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  as  in  justice  such  support  should  be  charged  in  the  same  way 
as  Poor  Law  rating,  namely,  part  on  the  landlord,  and  part  on  the  occupier,  and  not  as  it  is  at  present, 
under  the  Grand  Jury  laws,  wholly  on  the  occupiers  of  houses  and  land;  and  that  the  following 
deputation  submit  this  resolution  to  the  Commissioners.’  ” 

8774.  Did  the  Town  Council  consider  that  the  proposition  which  they  have  made  would 
alter  the  incidence  of  taxation  in  the  cases  of  existing  leases  and  lettings,  which  were  all 
made  on ’the  understanding  that  the  tenant  should  pay  the  Grand  Jury  rate? — Yes;  I 
think  they  considered  that.  The  Corporation  regarded  it  as  very  hard  that  the  rate-payers 
should  be  obliged  to  pay  the  entire  amount.  They  thought  the  landlords  should  pay  their 
proportion  as  well  as  the  occupiers. 

8775.  Did  you  understand  the  Town  Council  to  be  favourable  to  the  chargeability  of  the 
lunatic  poor  being  likewise  fixed  according  to  the  Poor  Law,  namely,  upon  electoral 
divisions  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  taken  into  consideration,  but  I should  think  it  would  be 
a fair  principle. 

8776.  Has  the  question  of  giving  a more  representative  character  to  the  Boards  of  Constitution  of  the 
Governors  of  lunatic  asylums  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Town  Council?— That 

is  the  other  question  to  which  I was  directed  to  draw  your  attention.  The  Corporation  object  subject 
to  the  present  mode  of  appointing  the  Governors,  inasmuch  as  the  rate-payers  have  no  con- 
trol over  them.  They  consider  that  one-fourth  of  the  Governors  Bhould  be  appointed  by  the 
Government ; one-fourth  by  the  county  of  Clare  Grand  Jury ; one-fourth  by  the  county 
Limerick  Grand  Jury ; and  one-fourth  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  who 
represent  the  City  Grand  Jury  at  present.  I consider  that  would  be  a fair  mode  of  regu- 
lating the  appointment  of  Governors,  and  the  Corporation  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  very 
essential  to  bring  that  under  your  notice. 
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8777.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  present  asylum  is  large  enough  for  the  requirements  of 
the  district  ? — I have  personal  knowledge  that  there  is  very  great  inconvenience  in  getting 
admission  for  urgent  cases  of  lunacy  into  the  asylum,  and  that  inconvenience  has  existed 
for  some  months. 

8778.  Have  you  ever  considered  in  what  way  additional  accommodation  could  be  best  pro- 
vided ; whether  by  establishing  a new  asylum  in  the  county  Clare,  or  by  enlarging  the 
building  here  ? — I think  it  would  he  better  worth  considering  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  advisable  to  remove  the  incurables  from  this  institution,  and  establish  a separate  one 
for  them. 

8779.  How  would  you  propose  that  that  separate  asylum  should  bo  supported? That  is 

a matter  the  Corporation  have  not  at  all  taken  into  consideration,  and  1 can  only  give  my 
own  opinion  upon  it  as  an  individual.  I think  the  fairest  mode  of  supporting  it  would  be 
by  a rate  on  the  principle  of  the  poor  rate. 

8780.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  this  establishment  do 
you  consider  that  might  be  left,  as  at  present,  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government 
or  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — I think  it  is  as  well,  probably,  to  leave  it  as  it 
is  at  present. 

8781.  Do  you  consider  that  the  arrangement  under  which  the  control  of  building  asylums, 
and  the  additions  made  to  asylums,  is  committed  to  the  Board  of  Works  should  be  con- 
tinued?— I would  say  so;  the  same  is  the  case  with  reference  to  almost  every  public 
establishment. 

8782.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union  ? — I am. 

8783.  I believe  there  is  a considerable  number  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  ; by  a return 
we  have  received  thore  were,  on  the  first  of  January,  twenty-five  in  it  ?- — I believe  about 
that  number. 

8784.  Is  any  provision  made  for  the  separate  treatment  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  ?— 
There  is. 

8785.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  a workhouse  for  the  detention  of 
luuatics  ? — I think  it  would  be  far  better  to  have  them  in  a separate  establishment,  pro- 
vided the  cost  of  their  maintenance  was  defrayed  on  the  same  principle  as  it  is  at  present 
in  the  workhouse. 

8786.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  would  desire  to  bring  before  the  Commissioners?— 
No ; I have  stated  the  two  points  which  the  Corporation  desired  I should  bring  before  you. 

George  William  O'Brien,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8787.  What  appointment  do  you  hold?-1-!  am  surgeon  to  the  county  Clare  infirmary 
and  gaol. 

8788.  Have  you  many  lunatics  confined  in  Ennis  gaol? — We  have  had  a good  many. 

8789.  Are  they  treated  separately,  or  are  there  any  means  of  separate  classification  for 
them  ? — There  are  no  means  whatever  of  separate  treatment. 

8790.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  a professional  person,  of  the  effect  upon  a lunatic,  an  acute 
case,  of  being  detained  in  a gaol? — It  is  decidedly  injurious. 

8791.  Do  you  consider  it  materially  impedes  recovery? — Yes ; it  materially  impedes  re- 
covery. 

8792.  Who  are  the  usual  attendants  upon  them  in  gaol  ? — The  ordinary  officers  of  the  gaol 

8793.  Is  it  usual  to  employ  prisoners  to  take  charge  of  them? — It  does  sometimes 
happen,  particularly  in  very  troublesome  cases,  when  it  is  necessary  to  stay  up  at  night 
with  them.  Occasionally  we  remove  very  troublesome  cases  into  the  infirmary  of  the  gaol; 
but.  that  has  been  found  extremely  unpleasant,  because  of  the  noise,  to  the  rest  of  the 
patients.  Altogether  it  is  very  uncomfortable  in  every  way. 

8794.  When  prisoners  are  employed  to  take  charge  of  the  luuatics,  is  it  generally  the 
best  conducted  prisoners  that  are  selected  ? — Yes ; the  steadiest. 

8795.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  those  prisoners  treat  the  lunatics  well? — They  do. 

8796.  How  long  have  you  known  a lunatic  case  to  be  detained  in  gaol  ? — I have  brought 
some  returns  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  I have  marked  particularly  six  cases  who 
have  been  detained  in  gaol  for  a very  long  time ; one  was  admitted  5th  May,  1856,  and  dis- 
charged on  medical  certificate — that  is,  as  having  been  brought  to  a state  of  quiescence,  or 
as  being  no  longer  a dangerous  lunatic — on  the  12th  August. 

8797.  What  was  the  longest  detention  in  gaol?— -A  person  admitted  on  the  23rd  August, 
1856,  and  still  in  custody. 

8798.  Has  any  application  been  made  for  the  removal  of  that  lunatic? — Well,  I cannot 
be  certain  about  that;  but  I rather  think  there  has  been  an  application. 

8799.  Generally  speaking,  does  difficulty  arise  in  getting  lunatics  removed  from  the  gaol 
to  this  asylum? — There  is  delay. 

8800.  Is  there  more  than  the  ordinary  delay,  occasioned  by  referring  to  the  authorities 
in  Dublin  for  the  usual  order? — There  often  is.  I should  think  it  depends  upon  the 
number  in  this  asylum. 

8801. 1 presume  applications  are  made  for  the  removal  of  lunatics  from  the  gaol  imme- 
diately after  their  reception  there  ? — Not  immediately  after  their  reception,  because  people 
are  very  often  brought  into  the  gaol  upon  an  information  made  by  their  friends  that  they 
are  dangerous  lunatics,  but  when  they  come  in  there  appears  to  be  no  violence.  That  is  a 
very  common  thing ; and  the  medical  attendant  of  the  gaol  takes  time  to  consider  whether 
it  would  be  desirable  to  forward  an  application  to  the  asylum  or  not. 
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S802.  Surely  no  case  can  be  received  without  a medical  certificate? — There  is  always  a 
medical  certificate;  but  then  a person  is  not  always  in  a state  of  excitement. 

8803.  When  application  is  made  to  the  Government  for  the  removal  of  a lunatic  from 
the  gaol  to  the  asylum,  what  is  the  usual  period  that  elapses  before  the  order  goes  down 
for  the  removal  ?— 1 could  not  say  exactly ; it  varies  a good  deal.  I have  here  a return  of 
the  date  of  committals  of  several  lunatics  who  have  been  in  gaol  since  the  11th  August, 
1855,  with  the  date  of  their  discharges,  or  of  their  being  transferred  to  this  asylum. 
They  cannot  be  sent  from  the  gaol  to  the  asylum  without  an  order  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

8804.  Do  you  know  whether  the  warrant  is  usually  sent  down  without  referring  to  the 
asylum,  or  whether  the  warrant  is  withheld  in  Dublin  till  it  is  known  whether  there  is  a 
vacancy  ? — I cannot  tell  that. 

8805.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  asylum  is  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  district, 
so  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  it  ? — I do  not. 

8806.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  lunacy  which  is  unprovided 
for  in  any  asylum  ? — I have  reason  to  know  it. 

8807-  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  there  exists  any  difficulty  in  getting  patients 
from  the  county  Clare  into  this  asylum  ? — I could  not  say  there  is.  I cannot  draw  com- 
parisons, not  knowing  the  time  the  other  applications  are  under  consideration. 

8808.  Have  you  been  professionally  called  upon  to  certify  for  lunatics? — Yes,  very  fre- 
quently. 

8809.  Have  you  found  the  asylum  to  be  full  on  many  of  the  occasions  on  which  you  in- 
terested yourself  to  get  persons  admitted?— Very  often. 

8810.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  not  a very  good  attendance  of  Governors  from  the 
county  Clare  at  this  Board ; can  you  explain  that  ? — I cannot.  I do  not  know  any  thing 
about  the  arrangements  of  the  asylum. 

8811.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  receiving  paying  patients  into  this 
institution  ; I mean  a class  of  patients  whose  relatives  would  be  unable  to  pay  for  them  in  a 
private  asylum  ? — I think  by  the  admission  of  such  a class  this  institution  could  be  made 
very  useful. 

8812.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a fixed  charge,  or  a varying  charge  ? — I think  a fixed  charge 
would  be  more  easily  managed. 

8813.  Is  there  any  danger  of  paying  patients,  after  being  received  and  paid  for  during 
some  time,  being  left  a charge  upon  the  asylum  ? — I have  no  doubt  about  that. 

8814.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  a medical  man,  of  the  propriety  of  removing  supposed 
incurable  lunatics  from  the  present  asylum  to  another  establishment  ? — I think  it  would  be 
very  valuable  for  those  who  remained  in  the  asylum. 

8815.  As  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  is  absolutely  an  incurable  case  of  lunacy,  do 
you  think  there  is  any  risk  or  danger  of  injury  occurring  to  the  cases  that  would  be 
removed? — Of  course  there  might  be,  as  the  line  cannot  be  drawn  very  distinctly. 

8816.  If  such  patients  knew  they  were  sent  to  an  institution  of  a condemned  character, 
it  probably  would  have  a serious  effect  upon  them  ? — If  they  were  able  to  reason  at  all  it 
ought. 

8817-  On  the  whole,  are  you  favourable  or  otherwise  to  the  establishment  of  a separate 
institution,  or  to  the  enlargement  of  the  existing  asylum  for  such  cases  ? — I cannot  say.  I 
dare  say  the  same  object  could  bo  gained  by  having  a department  in  the  one  institution 
where  the  incurables  could  be  kept  from  association  with  the  curables. 

8818.  What  would  bo  the  advantage  to  the  other  inmates  of  the  removal  of  the  incu- 
rables ? — Quietness  would  be  one  advantage,  and  the  not  seeing  other  people  in  a state 
of  excitement,  which  is  very  apt  to  excite  a lunatic  partially  recovered,  and  to  throw  him 
back.  When  the  reason  of  a lunatic  returns  he  is  distressed  at  seeing  bad  cases  of  the 
disease  about  him. 

8819.  Incurable  lunatics  are  not  necessarily  the  most  riotous  lunatics? — Not  always; 
but  they  are  often  wretched  objects. 

8820.  Supposing  a necessity  to  arise  for  further  lunatic  accommodation  in  this  district, 
do  you  think  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  county  of  Clare  would  be  in  favour  of 
having  a separate  asylum  for  that  county? — I could  not  say  what  the  feeling  of  the  rate- 
payers, or  of  the  majority  of  them,  would  be  ; but  several  influential  parties  are  anxious  to 
have  a separate  asylum  for  the  county  of  Clare. 

8821.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  act  which  enables  dangerous  lunatics  to  be 
committed  direct  to  gaol? — If  there  were  any  other  way  of  keeping  them  safe  it  is  very 
objectionable  to  send  them  to  gaol. 

8822.  Would  you  consider  it  better  to  commit  them  at  once  to  an  asylum? — Certainly. 
From  what  I can  collect  from  my  connexion  with  the  gaol,  I believe  the  law  is  very  often 
strained  in  committing  a person  as  a dangerous  lunatic  who  may  not  be  a dangerous  lunatic. 
The  friends  are  often  very  anxious  to  get  them  off  their  hands. . 

8823.  Do  you  mean  that  they  desire  to  get  them  off  their  hands,  because  they  are 
troublesome  ? — Yes.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  magistrates  or  medical  men  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  it,  but  I observe  that  amongst  the  country  people,  in  many  instances, 
the  friends  of  patients  would  be  desirous  to  get  them  off  their  hands,  and  would  say  that 
they  were  more  dangerous  than  they  really  were  in  order  to  accomplish  that  object. 

, 8824. 1 believe  that  in  certifying  for  lunatics  the  medical  man  has  often  only  a moment’s 
ttispection  of  the  alleged  lunatic  ? — Yes. 

8825.  Have  you  known  the  law  to  be  abused  in  other  respects,  for  social  reasons,  from  a 
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desire  to  get  rid  of  a member  of  a family  who  had  an  interest  in  a farm  or  such  like?— I 
have  never  known  it. 

8826.  You  say  that,  when  a lunatic  is  committed  to  gaol,  some  time  necessarily  elapses 
before  the  medical  officer  can  make  up  his  mind  as  to  whether  the  case  is  violent  enough 
for  transmission  to  the  asylum  ? — Yes,  frequently.  There  is  usually  a delay  of  nine  or  ten 
days ; we  are  never  furnished  with  any  information  respecting  the  cases.  The  only  infor 
mation  that  comes  before  us  is  about  an  assault  or  a threat  to  assault. 

8827.  If  at  the  end  of  that  time  you  are  of  opinion  a man  is  not  a dangerous  lunatic 

what  becomes  of  him  ? — He  is  generally  discharged  on  a medical  certificate  as  not  bein? 
dangerous.  ° 

8828-  If  his  friends  are  not  there  to  receive  him,  when  discharged,  what  may  become  of 
him  ? — The  friends  are  sent  for,  and  are  there  to  receive  him. 

8829.  Supposing  that  they  do  not  come,  is  he  kept  in  gaol  ? — My  impression  is  that  the 
friends  are  rather  anxious  to  come,  in  such  a case. 

S830.  If  the  friends  abuse  the  law  to  get  a man  sent  to  gaol,  are  they  willing  to  come 
and  bring  him  back? — Yes;  I have  known  many  instances  of  persons  anxious  to  get 
a patient  committed  to  gaol,  perhaps  under  a momentary  panic,  and  then  in  three  or  four 
weeks  coming  to  ask  for  them,  finding  they  were  quiet. 

8831.  Has  auy  instance  ever  come  within  your  knowledge  where  the  friends  have  not 
come  back  for  a patient,  the  medical  man  having  certified  that  the  case  was  not  dangerous  ? 
— I have  not  known  any  instance  of  that  kind.  The  certificate  is  forwarded  to  the 
committing  magistrate,  who  resides  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  friends  of  the 
lunatic,  and  a communication  is  made  to  them  through  the  magistrate  or  the  police. 

8832.  The  law  provides  for  the  case  of  a dangerous  lunatic  who  may  be  at  large,  but 
there  is  no  provision  by  which  idiots  or  other  lunatics,  who  may  be  wandering  about  the 
country,  should  be  taken  care  of  or  committed  to  an  asylum  ? — Every  case  that  is  brought 
into  the  gaol  must  be  alleged  to  be  a dangerous  lunatic  ; there  must  be  an  information. 
There  is  not  any  provision  made  for  idiots  wandering  about  the  country. 

8833.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  if  such  cases  are  not  received  on  the  ordinary  applications  to 
the  asylum  they  are  left  to  their  friends  or  to  wander  about  the  country  ? — Yes. 

8834.  The  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  would  give  the  impression 
that  there  is  a considerable  number  of  that  class  of  cases  wandering  about  the  county 
Clare? — I am  uuder  the  impression  there  are,  from  communications  I have  had  with 
medical  men. 

8835.  Do  you  think  those  unfortunate  creatures  are  generally  well  treated? — As  a 
general  rule  I think  they  are  kindly  treated  by  their  friends  ; there  are  exceptions.  Their 
personal  comforts  are  a good  deal  neglected,  I believe,  but  it  is  not  from  any  unkind  feeling. 

8836.  From  a return  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  appears  that  while  there 
are  only  two  dangerous  lunatics  at  large  there  are  109  harmless  lunatics  in  the  county  of 
Clare;  do  you  consider  that  to  be  a fair  statement  of  the  case  ? — I should  think  it  likely 
to  be  a fair  statement  of  the  case.  That  includes  idiots  of  course.  I wish  to  say,  most 
particularly,  that  I would  be  sorry  to  convey  that  there  was  the  least  blame  attachable  to 
any  of  the  officials  of  the  lunatic  asylum  about  the  delay  of  getting  patients  admitted 
here.  It  is  merely  a difficulty  arising  from  the  want  of  room. 


Patrick  Maxwell  Cullman,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8S37-  Do  you  hold  any  official  appointment  in  the  county  Clare  ? — I am  physician  to  the 
county  gaol  and  to  the  Ennis  Union  Workhouse. 

8838.  From  your  experience,  as  a medical  officer  of  that  workhouse,  how  far  do  you 
consider  it  a suitable  place  for  the  detention  of  lunatics  ? — I think  there  is  no  organization 
in  the  workhouse  suitable  for  their  proper  care  and  treatment.  There  are  no  proper 
arrangements  for  them. 

8839.  Who  is  it  that  generally  has  charge  of  the  lunatics  in  the  workhouse? — Paupers 
have  the  immediate  charge,  and  then  there  is  a porter  or  some  paid  officer  who  has  a very 
extensive  and  wide  control,  but  not  immediately  over  those  people.  The  functions  of  this 
paid  officer  are  not  confined  to  the  care  of  lunatics. 

8840.  Could  such  a paid  officer  as  a porter  really,  exercise  any  practical  daily  surveillance 
over  the  lunatics  ? — His  care  of  them  is  only  incidental,  and  very  slight  indeed. 

8841.  Is  the  class  of  paupers  in  charge  of  the  lunatics  such  as  ought  to  be  put  in  charge 
of  them  ? — I should  say  not ; they  are,  generally  speaking,  infirm.  They  are  intelligent, 
quiet  men,  but  not  persons  likely  to  be  efficient  as  keepers  of  lunatics. 

8842.  Do  you  endeavour  to  get  the  lunatics  removed  from  the  workhouse  to  the  asylum  ? 
— That  has  occurred  only  in  one  case. 

TOe  class  of  lunatics  8843.  Has  the  fact  of  your  having  sent  only  one  case  arisen  from  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
e-  admission  to  the  asylum  ? — I should  say  not.  The  class  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  are 
generally  persons  not  curable.  They  are  not  cases  of  acute  maniac  or  insanity,  they  are, 
generally  speaking,  idiots  and  persons  of  weak  minds. 

8844.  Has  any  application  been  made  by  the  Governor  of  the  gaol  for  the  removal  to 
the  asylum  of  the  lunatic  who,  we  understand,  has  been  there  twelve  months?' — Them  has. 

Delayin  theremoval  8,845.  Can  you  account  for  the  delay  in  that  case  ? I think  there  is  a preference  given, 

Asylum?  0t  6 and  perhaps  the  circumstance  of  the  person  having  been  sent  from  the  workhouse  to  the 
gaol  may  have  influenced  the  Governors  here. 

8846.  Do  you  suppose  the  case  to  which  you  refer  to  be  a curable  case?— No.  I 
think  she  cannot  recover.  I think  it  is  one  of  the  existing  abuses  to  send  away  the 
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troublesome  lunatics,  and  this  unfortunate  -woman  was  very  troublesome.  They  wished  to  Limerick. 
get  rid  of  her  at  the  poorhouse.  and  they  sent  her  to  the  gaol  for  the  purpose  of  having  . ; — 

her  transmitted  to  the  asylum.  She  has  remained  in  the  gaol  ever  since.  ° LimenckDiftrict 

8S47-  To  whom  do  you  refer  as  having  got  rid  of  her  ? — The  officers  of  the  workhouse,  pntT- 
the  master  more  particularly,  the  guardians,  of  course,  aiding  and  assisting.  Esq.,M.D.'n 

8848.  Do  you  consider  the  asylum  here  is  inadequate  for  the  wants  oi‘  the  district?—  Inadequacy  ofthe 

Yes;  i think  that  is  evident.  Asylum  for  the  wants 

8849.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county  of  Clare,  is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  any  Extai^of  tosonUvm 
large  amount  of  insanity  in  it  unprovided  for  ?— I am  quite  aware  there  is.  I am  aware  Clare.  ‘ 7 
that  applications  were  made  for  admission  here,  and  for  a long  time  were  not  complied 

with,  by  reason  of  there  being  no  vacancies.  Some  have  been  pending  for  a year  and  have 
not  been  attended  to.  I know  a case  in  which  for  more  than  a year,  probably  for  two 
years,  an  application  was  pending,  and  probably  is  still  not  complied  with;  parties 
applied  to  me  with  a view  to  taking  a short  cut  to  get  patients  admitted  into  the  asyium — 
that  was,  to  send  the  case  to  the  gaol;  they  asked,  would  it  not  he  a good  way  to  get  a 
patient  into  the  gaol  by  converting  him  or  her  into  a dangerous  lunatic  ; I said  1 would 
give  no  advice  about  that.  That  course  is  frequently  resorted  to. 

S850.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county  of  Clare,  do  you  think  insanity  has  been  on 
the  increase  there  of  late  years? — I could  not  say  that. 

8851.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  a separate  institution  being  Question  of  a sepa- 
established  for  incurable  cases?— I think  it  would  he  desirable.  Those  that  are  curable  rate  institution  for 
would  receive,  I think,  more  direct  and  concentrated  attention  from  the  medical  attendants  mcurilbles- 

of  a curative  hospital.  The  attention  of  the  officers  is  now  distracted  by  having  a crowd 
of  other  cases  to  look  after.  It  would  then  have  moro  also  of  the  character  of  a curative 
hospital. 

8852.  You  would  desire  to  have  this  asylum  simply  as  a curative  hospital  for  the  insane  ? No  proper  arrnnge- 
— Yes,  only  for  curable  cases.’  Of  course,  there  should  be  another  institution  for  those  ments  in  workhouses 
who  are  incurable.  One  disadvantage  in  a workbouso,  in  reference  to  lunatics,  is,  that  you  anc  saos  °r  una  1CS‘ 
cannot  seclude  them.  There  is  no  classification,  and  they  have  access  to  dangerous 

weapons,  stone  hammers,  and  the  like,  and  can  use  them.  There  is  an  inmate  of  the  work- 
house in  Ennis  who  is  in  the  habit  of  converting  every  thing  lie  cau  catch,  into  a knife,  if 
it  is  possiblo  at  all  to  do  it.  and  he  uses  them  to  inflict  injury. 

8853.  Is  he  a homicidal  case  ? — lie  would  do  mischief.  In  workhouses  and  gaols,  in  order 
to  prevent  injury  being  done,  there  being  no  adequate  staff  or  appliances  for  the  purpose, 
they  resort  to  the  strait -waistcoat,  which  would  not  he  justifiable,  except  to  save  trouble, 
and  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  leave  a party  unchecked. 

8854.  Are  the  instruments  of  restraint  left  in  charge  of  the  pauper  attendants  ? — I Restraint  in  the 
should  say  not ; there  must  be  some  paid  officer  or  nurse  to  take  charge  of  them. 

8855.  Are  you  quite  distinct  as  to  that  fact  ? — I am  pretty  sure  of  it ; they  may  use 
restraint  of  that  kind  without  direct  authority,  hut  very  rarely. 

8356.  Have  you  often  found  lunatic  inmates  of  workhouses,  on  the  occasions  of  your  visits, 
under  mechanical  restraint? — Frequently.  The  poor  woman,  to  whose  case  1 referred  as 
being  in  gaol,  for  instance:  sbe  was  constantly  in  the  strait-waistcoat.  They  do  the  same 
thing  in  the  gaol:  they  put  them  into  the  strait-waistcoat  when  such  things  might  ho 
dispensed  with  under  other  circumstances,  and  they  put  them  under  the  care  of  prisoners 
who  do  not  make  very  sensible  keepers. 

8857.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  tho  propriety  or  otherwise  of  paying  patients  being  Paying  patients, 
received  into  this  institution  ? — I think  it  would  he  very  desirable  ; there  are  a great  many 
persons  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  their  support.  That  class  of  persons  now  admissible  to 
fever  hospitals,  who  aro  poor,  but  are  not  paupers,  some  provision,  I think,  should  he 
made  for  them. 

8S58.  Is  there  any  chance  'or  danger  of  tho  privilege  being  abused  if  patients  were 
admitted  merely  for  the  cost  of  their  maintenance — do  \ou  think  the  admission  of  parties 
would  be  obtained  although  their  friends  could  pay  for  them  in  a private  asylum  ? — I do 
not  think  that  would  be  an  abuse,  if  they  paid  the  cost  of  their  maintenance. 

8859.  Would  not  such  persons  be  enjoying  the  benefit  of  an  institution  erected  for  paupers 
while  the  paupers  were  excluded? — I would  not  adopt  any  arrangement  under  which  a 
pauper  would  be  excluded  for  the  sake  of  providing  for  a person  who  could  pay. 

8860.  You  have  stated,  as  one  of  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  having  a 
separate  establishment  for  incurables,  that  the  manager  of  a curative  hospital  would  give 
more  time  and  attention  to  the  treatment  of  the  inmates  ? — Yes. 

8861.  Would  it  not  be  a greater  tax  on  his  time  and  attention  to  have  him  attending  a Extent  of  tiie^Mana- 
similar  number  of  curable  and  recent  cases,  than  if  they  were  a mixed  class  ? — Supposing  Asylum  exclusively 
you  separate  the  two  classes  of  lunatics,  and  that  you  have  the  same  number  of  absolutely  for  curable  cases, 
curable  patients  in  the  asylum  that  you  had  before  of  both  classes,  greater  attention  would, 

no  doubt,  bo  required  on  his  part;  but  his  attention  would  be  less  distracted  when  he 
would  have  to  employ  solely  a curative  treatment,  and,  I think,  he  would  he  able  to  give 
a more  undivided  attention  than  is  likely  to  be  given  now  when  different  classes  of  patients 
are  mixed  up  in  the  same  asylum. 

8862.  Is  there  any  thing  connected  with  the  county  of  Clare  you  would  wish  to  bring  Question  of  the  pro- 
under  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners  ? — I think  the  interests  of  the  county  of  Clare  are  ^ommod^ion 
not  attended  to  in  this  asylum  ; they  arc  neglected.  Nobody  knows,  for  instance,  whether  occupied  by  Clare 
the  county  of  Clare  has  in  this  asylum  the  number  of  inmates  to  which  it  is  entitled,  or  lunatics, 
whether  the  places  that  should  be  reserved  for  Clare  arc  given  to  others.  No-one  that  I 
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spoke  to  was  aware  of  that,  and,  I think,  it  ought  to  be  known  to  some  persons  interested 
1 presume  the  manager  could  exercise  some  discretion  in  the  matter. 

8863.  Do  the  county  of  Clare  Governors  attend  ? — I should  say  not.  I have  spoken  to 
Lord  Inchiquin,  Colonel  Vandeleur,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  and  they  said  thev  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  the  matter ; and,  at  the  last  assizes  but  one  of  the  county,  I "trot  the 
Grand  Jury  to  pass  a resolution  that  the  Governors  of  the  asylum  should  be  requested  to 
furnish  returns  of  the  number  of  places  occupied  by  lunatics  from  the  county  of  Clare. 

8864.  Are  you  aware  how  many  persons  belonging  to  the  county  of  Clare  are  Governors 
of  the  asylum? — I see  by  a reference  to  tire  list  of  Governors  that  there  are  four  from  the 
county  of  Clare. 

8865.  It  appears  that  two  of  those  four  never  attend? — T never  knew  that  any 
Governors  attended  from  the  county  of  Clare.  The  people  of  that  county  know  no  more 
about  this  asylum  generally  than  they  do  about  Harwell.  I will  mention  a case  which,  I 
think,  shows  that  the  interest  of  the  county  Clare  is  neglected.  Some  time  ago  there  was  a 
woman  sent  from  the  workhouse  to  the  asylum  ; she  had  been  in  Clare  only  two  or  three 
days  by  her  own  account,  and  by  the  account  of  the  police,  and  yet  she  was  charged  upon 
the  county  of  Clare,  although  she  was  certainly  not  from  that  county. 

8866.  Was  she  not  transmitted  from  the  county  of  Clare  ? — Yes. 

8S67.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  statement  was  sent  with  her  showing  that  she  had 
been  only  a few  days  in  that  county? — Yes. 

8868.  I believe  it  is  usual  to  charge  a pauper  upon  the  county  in  which  the  workhouse  is 
situate  on  which  she  was  chargeable  at  the  time  of  her  removal? — Yes.  What  I say  is, 
that  if  the  interests  of  the  county  Clare  were  properly  looked  after,  that  woman  would 
not  be  charged  upon  that  county. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Jacob,  sworn  and  examined. 

8869-  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  chaplain  to  this  asylum? — I think  since  the 
year  1844. 

8870.  Were  you  one  of  the  first  chaplains? — Yes. 

8871.  What  proportion  of  the  Protestant  inmates  of  this  asylum  usually  attend  your 
service  ? — As  far  as  I can  learn  I think  about  one-third.  I think  the  Protestant  inmates 
average  about  thirty-six,  so  far  as  1 have  been  able  to  learn,  and  the  attendance  has  been 
probably  about  twelve,  sometimes  it  has  been  mox-e  and  sometimes  less. 

8872.  Do  you  find  that  they  are  usually  orderly  when  attending  service  ? — Particularly 
' so ; at  the  same  time  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  it  is  only  those  that  are  likely  to  be 

orderly  who  are  allowed  in.  They  are  peculiarly  orderly  during  their  attendance. 

8873.  Are  you  allowed  free  access  to  the  patients  of  your  persuasion  in  the  asylum  ? — 
There  is  every  facility  given  to  me  to  see  them,  but  the  usual  course  is  to  attend  on 
Sundays,  and  a week  day,  and  when  there  is  any  special  case,  I come  to  it.  I did,  at  the 
time  of  my  first  appointment,  propose  to  the  then  Governor  that  I should  visit  occasionally, 
go  through  the  place,  and  seo  the  inmates ; and  he  was  then  of  opinion  that  it  would 
unsettle  their  minds,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  special  time  appointed 
for  seeing  them.  Mr.  Jackson  was  then  Governor,  and  1 then  appointed  one  day  in  the 
week  as  well  as  Sunday  for  coming,  aud  when  there  is  any  special  case  I see  it.  There  is 
never  the  slightest  obstruction  given. 

8874.  Have  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  ever  expressed  their  satisfaction  to  yon  at 
having  you  to  communicate  with  for  spiritual  consolation  ? — Yes ; on  my  first  appointment 
there  was  a Scotchwoman  here,  and  when  I mentioned  that  I was  to  come  on  Sundays, 
she  said — “ Oh!  I am  glad  to  hear  it,  that  is  the  day  wo  love  in  Scotland."  Another 
patient  said,  “We  were  so  long  left  without  any  one  to  ask  us  whether  we  had  a soul  or  not, 
that  it  seemed  the  Almighty  had  forgotten  us  altogether.”  About  a month  since,  a 
Mrs.  Hanley,  a patient,  was  dying,  and  thinking  she  was  not  likely  again  to  see  me,  she 
said — “ I wish,  Mr  Jacob,  before  you  go,  to  thank  you,  not  only  for  your  attention  to  me 
during  this  my  illness,  but  also  for  your  attention  to  me  during  many  years.”  She  seemed 
to  feel  very  much,  thinking  she  was  not  likely  to  see  me  again. 

8S75.  Are  you  provided  with  such  books  as  you  may  require  for  the  religious  instruction 
of  those  of  your  persuasion  ? — Yes ; that  is  so  far  as  prayer  books  and  Bibles.  They  have 
books  here  to  read,  but  any  thing  I wish  specially  to  give  them  to  read,  I give  myself;  I 
never  think  of  applying  for  any. 

8876.1s  there  no  apartment  devoted  entirely  to  religious  worship? — No ; it  is  in  this 
room  the  service  takes  place. 

Rev.  Michael  Malone,  sworn  and  examined. 

8877.  How  long  have  you  been  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  to  this  institution?— Since 

November,  1855.  , 

8878.  What  proportion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  of  the  institution  usually  atten 

service  ? — I cannot  state  exactly  the  proportion  who  attend  service,  but  the  number  o 
Catholics  1 have  charge  of  in  the  establishment  is  304,  and  perhaps  about  half  that  num- 
ber, on  an  average,  attend  service  on  Sunday.  Some  are  obliged  to  be  kept  away  ron 
chapel  on  account  of  causes  known  to  the  Governor.  , j 

8879.  Do  you  think  that  about  one-half  the  number  of  Catholic  inmates  you  have  s 
are  capable  of  benefiting  by  your  ministrations  ? — I think  so  ; that  is,  of  assisting  peacea  y 
at  mass  on  Sunday,  and  deriving  benefit  from  their  assisting  thereat. 
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8S80.  What  is  the  proportion  capable  of  benefiting  by  your  instructions,  or  by  commu- 
nicating with  you  on  religious  matters? — I sometimes  come  here  on  the  eves  of  festivals, 
and  I generally  have  from  forty  to  fifty  capable  of  receiving  private  instruction.  1 never 
address  the  patients  altogether  in  the  form  of  a sermon,  but  I convey  instruction  privately. 

8881.  Is  there  a considerable  number  in  a condition  to  receive  the  sacraments? — Yes; 
there  is  at  present  one,  a weekly  communicant,  and  there  are  others  monthly  communi- 
cants, and  there  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  who  arc  able  to  comply  with  their  Paschal  com- 
munion. 

8882.  How  often  in  the  week  do  you  attend  ?— I attend  regularly  every  Sunday,  either 
personally  or  by  a representative,  and  whenever  there  is  a sick  call,  no  matter  whether  the 
person  is  capable  of  speaking  to  me  rationally  or  not,  I come  to  administer  the  sacrament 
of  Extreme  Unction. 

8883.  When  you  say  you  do  not  preach,  but  instruct  privately,  which  is  perhaps  a better 
course,  is  that  on  Sundays,  or  do  you  come  on  other  days  in  the  week  to  do  so? — I come 
on  other  days  in  the  week. 

8884.  Are  you  provided  by  the  Board  with  such  books  as  may  be  required  for  the 
religious  instruction  of  Catholic  inmates  ? — Yes;  everything  requisite  for  the  celebration  of 
mass  is  supplied.  With  regard  to' the  prayer  books,  the  patients  themselves,  I believe, 
provide  them.  There  is  not  any  provision  1 believe  made  by  the  Board  for  prayer  books 
or  beads.  I think  they  are  supplied  by  the  friends  of  the  patients. 

8885.  It  is  stated  part  of  the  house  is  fitted  up  as  a chapel  for  the  use  of  the  inmates? 
— Yes ; the  number  of  Catholics  being  so  great,  304,  all  of  whom  might  possibly  be  able 
to  attend,  but  I do  not  say  that  they  are. 

8886.  Have  you,  during  the  short  period  you  have  been  chaplain,  heard  the  inmates  of 
your  persuasion  express  their  satisfaction  at  being  enabled  to  have  the  services  of  a 
minister  of  their  church?— Oh,  yes;  I have  repeatedly  heard  them  express  their  satisfac- 
tion ; in  fact,  I know  of  one  case  that  I am  quite  certain  has  been  recovered  by  my 
ministrations.  It  was  the  case  of  a person  affected  with  religious  madness  and  despair, 
and  by  constant  conversations  with  her  she  was  recovered,  and  has  left  since  quite  well. 
There  are  other  cases  I find  quite  soothed  by  what  I say  to  them,  and  I find  them  most 
obedient  to  what  I state  as  a priest,  when  they  are  violent  towards  their  keepers. 

8887-  Do  you  find  many  of  them,  as  regards  these  matters,  very  little  different  from 
persons  out  of  doors? — Yes;  I find  that  to  be  the  case  with  monomaniacs,  persons  insane 
on  some  one  point,  but  on  others  quite  as  sane  as  anybody  else. 

8888.  I need  scarcely  ask  you  whether  you  consider  it  proper  that  those  people  should 
be  deprived  of  the  services  of  chaplains? — I.  think  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  deprive  them 
of  the  advantage  of  having  chaplains.  I have  nothing  else  to  state,  except  that  it  is  my 
impression  the  services  of  a Roman  Catholic  clergyman  to  this  asylum,  at  least,  where  the 
number  of  Roman  Catholics  is  so  great,  could  not  be  safely  or  justly  dispensed  with. 
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Omagh,  27th  May,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary 
Omagh  District  Asylum. 

Francis  John  West,  Esq.  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

8889.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  this  institution? — Manager  andresident  physician 

8890.  What  counties  are  comprised  in  the  district? — Tyrone  and  Fermanagh.  ^ 

8891.  Have  you  been  resident  manager  of  the  institution  since  its  opening? I have 

8892.  At  what  period  was  the  Omagh  asylum  opened  ? — It  was  opened  on  the  31st 
March,  1853,  to  receive  patients. 

8893.  What  number  of  inmates  is  it  calculated  to  accommodate  ? — We  calculate  312. 

8894.  What  number  of  inmates  are  there  at  present  in  the  house  ? — Two  hundred  and 
thirty- one. 

8895.  I presume  a good  number  of  the  231  were  transferred,  at  the  opening,  from  other 
asylums? — Sixty-seven  from  Derry  and  fourteen  from  Armagh. 

8896.  It  appears  from  a return  the  Commissioners  have  received  that  a large  proportion 
of  the  cases  in  the  house  are  supposed  to  be  incurable? — Yes,  there  is  a large  proportion 
incurable. 

8897.  From  the  return  which  you  forwarded  to  us,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  January 
last  there  were  158  incurables,  out  of  213 — have  those  numbers  varied  much  since? — They 
have  varied,  but  not  much ; on  the  31st  March  last,  we  had  in  the  house  fifty-nine  probably 
curable  cases,  130  incurable  cases,  twenty  idiots,  and  twenty  epileptics. 

8898.  I presume  the  idiots  might  be  classed  also  as  incurable  ? — Yes. 

8899.  Was  any  considerable  proportion  of  those  incurable  cases  admitted  here  from  the 
old  asylum? — Mostly  all  that  came  from  the  old  asylum  were  incurable  cases  and  aged. 

8900.  Are  the  applications  for  admission  to  the  asylum  numerous  at  present  ? — We  have 
four  for  the  next  Board  day ; the  number  varies  from  about  four  to  twelve. 

8901.  Are  you  aware  how  many  lunatics  are  in  the  union  workhouses  of  the  district  ?— 
I am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  lunatics  ; there  are  idiots. 

8902.  Do  the  Boards  of  Guardians  usually  make  applications  here  direct  for  the  admission 
of  lunatics  ? — They  do. 

8903.  Is  any  difficulty  experienced  in  having  the  proper  form  prepared,  and  security 
given,  for  the  removal  of  a cured  lunatic,  as  required  ? — Not  when  they  understand  it. 

8904.  Who  is  the  party  usually  giving  the  security  ?— The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  generally  gives  the  security  for  the  removal  of  cases  sent  from  the  workhouse, 
and  the  clerk  makes  the  affidavit. 

8905.  Have  you  found  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  such  cases,  or,  if  they  were  cured,  in 
obtaining  their  re-admission  to  the  workhouse  ? — None  whatever.  We  have  had  only  two 
such  instances. 

8906.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  cases  that  have  come  from  the  workhouses  have 
usually  been  detained  there  for  a long  period  ? — I rather  think  they  were  cases  that  had 
been  in  other  asylums ; at  least,  we  found  that  some  of  them  had  been  in  the  Derry 
Asylum.  I would  call  them  relapsed  cases.  In  consequence  of  poverty  they  went  into  the 
workhouse.  I wish  to  observe,  also,  that  most  of  the  cases  from  workhouses  are  epileptics. 

8907-  Are  the  applications  for  admission  as  numerous  from  the  county  of  Fermanagh  as 
from  the  county  of  Tyrone  ? — No ; almost  all  the  cases  admitted  from  the  County  of 
Fermanagh  come  through  the  _ gaols  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  We  had  eighteen 
admissions  from  tho  gaols  during  the  past  year ; seventeen  were  from  Fermanagh,  and  one 
from  Omagh. 

8908.  Have  the  cases  coming  from  gaols  usually  been  detained  in  the  gaols  for  any 
period  ? — They  have  generally  been  detained  for  a length  of  time  before  they  came  to  us. 
I have  two  women  in  the  house  at  present;  the  Governor  of  tho  gaol  of  Enniskillen 
complained  he  could  not  get  them  in  here. 

8909.  From  the  experience  you  have  had  of  cases  received  from  workhouses  and  gaols, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  lunatics  being  detained  in  them? — I think  it  is 
most  injurious  to  lunatics  to  detain  them  in  gaols.  We  find  great  difficulty  in  managing 
cases  that  come  from  gaols.  As  to  workhouse  cases,  we  do  not  find  much  difference 
between  them  and  those  that  are  ordinarily  admitted. 

8910.  Do  you  consider  a power  of  committal  direct  to  the  asylum  would  be  advisable?— 
Certainly. 

8911.  Having  ample  room  in  this  asylum  you  would  experience  no  difficulty  in  admitting 
the  cases  so  committed  ? — None. 

8912.  In  districts  where  the  asylums  are  very  full  might  not  difficulties  arise?— Yes, 
but  room  might  be  provided.  Cases  approaching  to  recovery  might,  perhaps,  be  let  out 
on  trial.  We  have  experienced  great  advantage  from  letting  patients  out  on  trial  who 
were  not  quite  recovered,  but  were  nearly  well. 

8913.  You  communicate  with  the  friends  respecting  those  cases  ? — Yes. 

89 1 4.  Is  it  your  opinion  the  asylum  at  Omagh  is  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  district? 
Why,  at  present  I think  it  is ; butl  should  say,  in  a few  years,  it  will  scarcely  be  sufficient. 
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I am  not  prepared  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  number  that  may  be  outside.  We  Omach. 

have  had  eighteen  re-admissions  in  the  year,  and  a number  of  those  who  have  left  the  

asylum  I expect  will  return  again,  and,  by  that  means,  the  asylum  will,  in  a very  few  °ma!ih  Pi:iricC 
years,  be  full.  * 

8915.  From  returns  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  appears  that  on  the  1st  of 

January  last  there  were  101  lunatic  poor  in  the  county  Tyrone,  not  including  those  in  the  pwattagSStoi 

asylum,  and  in  the  county  Fermanagh  there  were  102 — how  do  you  account  for  application  district. 

not  being  made  for  the  admission  of  those  cases  ? — I cannot  account  for  it.  The  reluctance 

friends  have  to  putting  these  persons  into  the  asylum  is  the  only  explanation  I can  give  of 

it.  They  frequently  keep  them  on  at  home,  thinking  they  will  get  better,  and  it  frequently 

occurs  that,  alter  getting  the  paper  for  admission,  the  friends  keep  them  out  for  a year 

longer.  It  is  a natural  feeling  to  keep  them  amongst  themselves. 

8916.  Is  the  effect  of  their  being  detained  at  home  by  their  friends,  who  have  not  proper 

means  for  treating  them,  likely  to  interfere  with  their  cure  in  this  asylum? Very  much. 

8917.  Have  you  any  patients  in  this  asylum  who  pay?— We  have  at  present  three,  not  Paying  patients  ad- 

including  the  pensioners.  mitted  ; regulation 

8918.  Is  the  charge  uniform  for  paying  patients? — It  is  not  uniform;  the  charge  depends  ofthechar®e- 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  patient. 

8919.  In  what  manner  is  the  maximum  regulated — is  it  with  reference  to  the  actual  cost 
of  maintaining  a lunatic? — It  is  regulated  by  the  representations  made  to  the  Board  as  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  party. 

S920.  No  profits  are  derived  in  any  case  ? — No.  The  highest  charge  at  present  is  £12. 

8921.  Are  any  particular  steps  taken  by  the  Board  to  ascertain  whether  the  friends  of  Inquiries  as  to  ability 
the  party  are  able  to  pay  for  his  support  in  a private  asylum  ? — I am  directed  by  them  t0  PaD 

to  inquire  of  the  gentlemen  signing  the  engagement  to  know  if  the  parties  are  capable  of 
paying  any,  and  what  sum,  and  we  are  guided  by  the  answer. 

8922.  Is  the  treatment  of  paying  patients  in  the  asylum  different  in  any  respect  from  Difference  in  their 

the  treatment  of  ordinary  cases  ? — No.  treatment. 

8923.  Are  they  allowed  any  indulgence  or  additional  comforts  ? — Nothing  further  than, 
perhaps,  meat  on  Friday  ; that  is  the  day  on  which  all  the  others  get  bread  and  milk,  and 
they  are  also  allowed  to  dress  in  their  own  clothes. 

8924.  Do  you  find  that  any  jealousy  is  excited  on  the  part  of  the  other  inmates  by  that? — 

I never  knew  any  instance  of  it  here ; all  the  patients  would  wish,  if  possible,  to  wear 
their  own  clothes. 

8925.  Have  you  found  that  the  admission  of  paying  patients  has  been  attended  with  any 
inconvenience  ? — No. 

8926.  Are  the  ordinary  patients  in  any  case  allowed  to  wear  their  own  clothes  ? — We 
have  two  cases  who  came  from  Derry  ; they  got  the  habit  there,  and  we  did  not  wish  to 
annoy  them  by  preventing  them  from  doing  so. 

8927.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  objection  to  allowing  patients  to  wear  their  own 
clothes  ? — For  the  better  class,  I think  there  is  not ; I think,  where  it  is  gratifying  to  the 
feelings  of  a patient,  it  should  be  allowed ; so  that  it  will  not  interfere  seriously  with  the 
regulations  of  the  house. 

8928.  Is  there  not  a visiting  physician  attached  to  the  institution  ? — Yes.  The  Visiting  Phy- 

8929.  How  far  do  you  take  any  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  cases  in  the  sic'an'>  thetfischarge 

house? — I scarcely  take  any  part.  It  there  was  any  urgent  case  requiring  attendance,  by  Mm  and  the  Resi- 
and  if  the  visiting  physician  was  not  present,  I would  give  that  attendance.  _ dent  Physician. 

8930.  Being  a medical  man,  did  you  receive  any  instructions  on  your  appointment  as  to 
the  extent  of  your  duties  in  a medical  capacity? — Nothing  further  than  that  I was  to  go 
round  with  the  visiting  physician  every  day  he  attended,  and  in  serious  cases  to  consult 
with  him;  but  it  was  always  understood  he  was  to  be  the  chief  medical  officer. 

8931.  When  cases  are  first  admitted,  do  you  consult  together  to  consider  and  determine 
upon  the  most  advisable  course  of  treatment  ? — On  the  next  succeeding  visit  of  the  visiting 
physician  the  patient  is  pointed  out,  and  he  forms  his  opinion,  not  so  much  as  to  the 
treatment  for  the  mental  disease  as  that  for  the  bodily  condition. 

8932.  Does  the  responsibility  of  the  treatment  for  the  mental  disease  rest  with  him  or  * 
with  you  ? — I believe  it  rests  chiefly  with  me,  though,  I believe,  it  is  considered  to  be 
shared  to  some  extent  between  us.  The  subject  is  rather  in  a doubtful  and  unpleasant  state 


at  present. 

8933.  How  frequently  does  the  visiting  physician  attend  ? — He  is  expected  to  attend 
every  second  day ; I should  say  he  attends  three  times  a-week. 

8934.  Are  you  yourself  engaged  in  any  other  pursuit  besides  the  occupation  of  Manager 

of  this  institution  ? — None  whatever.  * 

8935.  Axe  the  meetings  of  the  Board  regular,  or  has  there  been  any  failure  to  constitute  The  meetings 
a meeting?— I believe  we  have  had  but  three  failures  of  meeting  since  the  house  opened, 

8936.  Do  you  find  the  attendance  of  Governors  to  be  more  from  one  county  than  from 
the  other  ? — It  is  more  on  the  part  of  Governors  from  Tyrone ; we  account  for  that  by  the 
distance  the  asylum  is  from  Fermanagh. 

8937.  Do  the  Inspectors  attend  often? — Not  often. 

8938.  Do  they  ever  vote  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings  like  other  members  ? — I have  The  Inspectors  as 
never  known  them  to  vote.  They  may  be  referred  to  on  a question,  and  they  will  give  BoSd  "their  ^siti 
their  opinion  upon  it. 

8939.  How  frequently  do  they  visit  the  institution  ?— I think  I have  had  five  visits 
within  the  last  year  from  one  of  the  Inspectors. 
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8940.  Do  you  keep  a morning  statement  book,  as  required  by  tbc  Privy  Council  regula- 
tions?  Yes.  [The  morning  statement  book  is  produced.] 

8941.  Are  tbc  cases  of  restraint  regularly  entered  in  this  book  ? — Yes,  they  arc  entered 
by  myself. 

8942.  Then,  there  is  no  person  now  under  restraint  ? — No,  there  is  not. 

8943.  Nor  has  there  been  for  some  days? — J have  been  in  Dublin  for  some  days;  but 
on  inquiry,  I find  that  there  was  no  case  requiring  any  restraint. 

8944.  In  what  manner  do  you  bring  before  the  Board  any  matters  you  think  may  require 
their  consideration? — In  writing. 

8945.  Is  there  a particular  book  in  which  such  memoranda  are  kept? — There  is  a 
memorandum  book,  and  there  is  a want  book,  in  which  we  will  sometimes  write  what, 
perhaps,  ought  to  be  written  in  the  memorandum  book. 

894(5.  Is  there  an  apothecary  attached  to  this  institution  ? — There  is. 

8947.  Is  there  a clerk  and  store-kcopcr  ? — There  is  a clerk  and  store-keeper. 

8948.  Does  he  reside  on  the  premises  ? — He  docs  not. 

8949.  Is  it  by  permission  of  the  Board  lie  resides  outside  the  asylum  ? — I believe  it  is 
by  their  permission  ; the  subject  is  one  in  abeyance,  at  present. 

8b50.  Is  there  a minute  of  the  Board  permitting  him  to  reside  outside  the  institution? — 
At  the  last  meeting  but  one  it  was  brought  before  the  Board,  and  it  was  left  as  it  is  until 
after  the  Commissioners  held  this  inquiry. 

8951.  Has  the  clerk  and  store-keeper  resided  in  the  institution  at  any  time  since  it 
opened  ? — Never. 

8952.  Has  that  absence  from  the  institution  been  sanctioned  by  a minute  of  the  Board? — 
It  has  frequently  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Board.  It  is  attended  with  very 
great  inconvenience. 

8953.  What  quantity  of  land  have  you  attached  to  the  asylum? — We  have  at  present 
thirty  statute  acres. 

8954.  IIow  is  that  land  used  ? — It  is  mostly  in  tillage. 

8955.  Is  any  large  number  of  the  inmates  enabled  to  he  employed  in  the  cultivation  of 
tbe  farm? — The  average  number  we  have  employed  is  twelve. 

8956.  Who  conducts  tbe  farming? — The  steward. 

8957.  Does  he  reside  on  the  premises? — Yes. 

8958-  Docs  the  farm  supply  milk  for  the  institution  ? — No. 

8959-  Who  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  farm  ? — The  steward  keeps  the  accounts,  and  they 
are  copied  into  the  books  by  the  clerk. 

8960.  The  cleric  and  store-keeper,  therefore,  does  not  take  any  cognizance  of  the 
incomings  or  outgoings  of  the  farm  ? — No. 

8961.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  suitability  of  the  building  for  an  institution  of  this 
kind  ? — I think  the  plan  is  very  good,  hut  the  arrangements  in  some  respects  are  very 
defective,  the  water-closets  particularly,  and  the  mode  of  heating. 

8962.  How  is  the  house  heated? — There  are  no  means  of  heating  whatever  in  the  dor- 
mitories. There  are  fire-places  in  the  day  rooms  and  in  the  long  corridors,  but  they  are 
quite  insufficient  to  give  heat. 

8963.  Are  there  no  artificial  means  of  supplying  heat  ? — No. 

8964.  I believe  the  corridors  are  very  long? — The  long  corridor  is  204  feet  in  length. 

8965.  Do  you  find  them  very  cold  in  winter? — Exceedingly  cold,  and  the  sleeping 
apartments  are  more  so. 

8966.  Are  the  fire-places  in  the  outer  or  inner  wall  of  the  corridors  ?■ — In  the  outer  wall. 

8967-  Do  you  find  the  corridors  much  used  by  the  patients  in  winter? — Owing  to  the 

cold  they  are  not. 

8968.  Is  the  ventilation  good? — The  ventilation  is  good,  but  the  windows  are  very 
defective  in  their  construction. 

8969.  Are  there  any  artificial  arrangements  for  ventilating  tho  building  ? — No. 

8970.  Are  there  no  flues  for  extracting  the  foul  air? — No. 

8971.  Is  the  house  lighted  with  gas? — Yes,  with  gas. 

8972.  Have  you  a good  supply  of  water? — We  have  now  a very  good  supply  of  water 
from  the  river. 

8973.  Is  that  forced  up  by  the  labour  of  the  patients  ? — In  fine  weather  we  put  patients 
to  it  who  are  not  capable  of  doing  any  other  work  ; in  winter  we  put  the  horse  to  it. 

8974-  Is  the  horse  kept  for  the  use  of  the  farm? — Yes. 

8975.  And  employed  solely  at  it? — Yes. 

8976.  Do  you  find  that  you  are  obliged  to  employ  the  patients  to  a greater  extent  than 
is  desirable  in  forcing  up  water? — No. 

8977.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  on  that  head? — Not  at  present,  but  I have 
experienced  inconvenience  from,  the  yard  pump ; it  is  a very  difficult  pump  to  be  worked. 
It  must  be  worked  by  patients  if  we  require  the  water.  We  do  not  often  use  it ; the 
water  is  bad. 

8978.  Is  it  not  fit  for  drinking  ? — It  is  not.  . • 

8979.  Is  the  water  in  the  river  good  ? — Yes,  except  during  the  time  of  the  steeping  o 

flax,  when  it  becomes  very  disagreeable.  - 

8980.  Is  there  any  period  of  the  year  you  are  in  want  of  good  water  ?■ — In  the  season  lor 
steeping  flax,  wo  cannot  use  the  river  water  at  all,  and  we  are  obliged  to  apply  we 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  water  in  the  well  in  the  yard  is  chalybeate. 

8981.  Is  the  sewerage  good  ? — Very  defective. 
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8982.  To  what  place  is  the  soil  carried  off? — To  a tank  in  front  of  the  house. 

8983.  Is  it  used  for  the  farm? — Yes. 

8984.  Are  there  any  cattle  on  the  farm? — None. 

8985.  Are  there  any  pigs  ? — There  are  pigs. 

8980.  Do  the  pigs  belong  to  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

8987.  How  is  the  land  that  is  not  under  tillage  occupied  ? — It  is  in  meadow. 

S988.  How  many  airing-courts  are  there  ? — There  are  four.  There  is  a new  one  just 
being  built. 

8989.  Are  they  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  institution  ? — Indeed,  I think  they  are 
not ; if  the  house  were  full  they  would  not  be  adequate.  This  house  has  been  built  "with 
the  view,  the  Commissioners  said,  that  the  occupants  of  the  top  corridors,  both  male  and 
female,  would  not  require  yards. 

8990.  Do  you  mean  that  they  would  be  persons  of  imbecile  habits  ? — No ; but  that  they 
would  be  so  quiet  and  orderly  that  they  would  not  require  to  mix  with  the  other  patients 
in  the  yards.  That  was  the  object  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

8991.  Are  we  to  understand  that  it  was  meant  the  general  ground  would  be  accessible 
to  those  patients  ? — Yes. 

8992.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  bedding  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  ?— No,  indeed, 
it  is  very  scanty. 

8993.  Have  you  ever  represented  to  the  Board  the  necessity  of  additional  bedding  being 
provided  ? — Yes,  and  the  last  Board  gave  me  an  order  to  increase  the  supply. 

8994.  What  classification  do  you  maintain  in  the  house  ? — The  refractory,  the  peaceable, 
and  the  convalescent. 

S995.  Are  those  three  divisions  on  each  side  ? — Yes. 

8996.  By  whom  are  the  instruments  of  restraint  kept  ? — They  are  in  the  matron’s  store. 

8997.  Do  you  mean  the  instruments  of  restraint  for  the  males  as  well  as  for  the  females  ? 
— Yes,  the  strait-waistcoat;  that  is  the  only  instrument  of  restraint. 

8998.  Is  it  not  kept  by  you? — It  is  not. 

8999.  Then,  it  may  be  used  without  your  knowledge? — It  cannot  be  used  without  being 
reported  to  me. 

9000.  You  mean  the  order  is  to  report  to  you,  but,  then,  as  it  is  not  in  your  custody, 
it  may  be  used  without  your  knowledge  ? — It  is  reported  to  me  that  restraint  is  necessary 
in  a case ; and  if  I think  so,  I desire  the  attendants  to  go  to  the  matron  for  the  instrument 
of  restraint,  and  it  is  only  used  under  my  superintendence. 

9001.  Are  you  aware  the  Privy  Couiicil  Regulations  require  you  to  keep  those  instru- 
ments of  restraint  ? — I was  not  aware  that  I was  required  to  keep  them. 

9002.  What  instruments  of  restraint  are  in  use? — The  strait-waistcoat,  and  the  muff 
sometimes.  There  is  a bed  we  use  herewith  a cover  to  it.  It  is  one  of  the  wooden  beds, 
with  sides,  aud  there  is  an  iron  cover  which  goes  over  it,  with  rails  ; and  in  this  bed  we 
put  violent  patients  who  are  in  the  habit  of  sitting  up  and  breaking  out,  and  breaking  the 
windows. 

9003.  A sort  of  cage  ? — Yes ; it  is  only  used  at  night. 

9004.  How  high  may  those  iron  bars  be  above  the  patient  ? — Sufficiently  high  to  allow 
him  to  turn  and  to  twist,  but  he  cannot  get  up. 

9005.  How  many  inches  might  those  bars  be  above  the  patient's  head  ? — When  lie  is 
lying  down,  I suppose  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches. 

9006.  Are  the  patients  who  are  placed  in  those  beds  usually  strapped  down  in  them  l — 
Never ; they  are  allowed  to  move,  and  turn,  and  draw  up  their  knees ; to  do  every  tiring, 
except  sit  up  in  bed. 

9007.  Might  not  a patient  suddenly  starting  up  injure  himself  ? — W e have  never  found 
that  to  occur. 

9008.  Are  those  beds  of  your  own  introduction,  or  have  you  seen  them  elsewhere  ?— 
They  are  my  own  introduction.  In  fact,  it  occurred  to  me  when  every  other  means  failed 
with  a patient ; we  tied  her  to  keep  her  in  the  room,  and  prevent  her  from,  destroying 
herself,  or  getting  out  of  the  window,  and  then  we  adopted  this  plan  and  found  it  most. suc- 
cessful. She  recovered,  and  was  fit  to  go  home  in  about  a week  after  she  was  placed  in  it. 

9009.  You  have  stated  that  strait-waistcoats  and  muffs  are  sometimes  used ; are  patients 
never  restrained  by  any  other  means  3 — Never. 

9010.  Are  patients  never  tied  down  to  beds  ? — Never.  , 

9011.  At  the  time  the  Commissioners  were  here  last  there  was  a patient  recovering  irom 

a fit  of  apoplexy  who  was  tied  down?— He  was  a very  powerful,  strong  man,  whom  we 
could  not  keep  down,  and  there  was  a rope  put  across  the  bed.  He  was  not  tied ; the 
object  was  to  keep  his  legs  in  the  bed;  he  could  sit  up  in  it.  . 

9012.  Was  that  man  dying  at  that  time  ?— He  was  dying ; it  was  to  keep  his  legs  in  the 

bed  we  resorted  to  that  plan.  He  was  a powerful  and  a heavy  man,  and  we  could  not  keep 
him  there  otherwise.  , . . , . . , . ,, 

9013.  How  many  cases,  on  an  average,  have  you  under  restraint,  of  any  kind,  m the 

week  ? — I think,  on  an  average,  not  more  than  two.  One  of  those  is  an  epileptic  case 
and  becomes  very  violent  in  fits.  . . , . 

9014.  Have  you  ever  found  any  of  the  inmates  placed  under  restraint  by  the  servants,  by 
means  of  tying  sheets  round  their  arms,  and  so  on  ? — Never. 

9015.  Are  there  baths  in  all  the  divisions  ?— There  are  baths  in  all  the  corridors. 

9016.  How  frequently  do  the  inmates  get  baths  ?— Once  a week  ; they  Would  require 
them  every  day. 
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901 7.  Do  they  get  a complete  bath  ? — Yes.  Some  of  them  require  them  twice  a day  • 
those  who  cannot  relieve  themselves. 

9018.  Are  there  any  scats  or  benches  in  the  corridors  for  the  patients  to  sit  down  ?— 
None. 

9019.  Then,  except  in  the  day-rooms,  they  cannot  rest  ? — No. 

9020.  At  what  hour  do  they  go  to  heel  in  winter  ? — The  men  who  have  been  out  working 
arc  allowed  to  go  to  bed  after  supper,  if  they  wish  it.  That  is  about  seven  o'clock.  They 
must  bo  in  bed  at  nine  o’clock.  The  time  varies,  according  as  they  wish  it,  except  that 
they  must  be  in  bed  at  nine. 

9021.  At  what  time  do  they  rise? — Seven  o’clock. 

9022.  What  occupations  have  the  patients,  on  long  winter  evenings,  indoors? The 

keepers  read  for  some  of  them,  and  others  merely  sit  in  the  place. 

9023.  Is  there  any  collection  of  books  for  the  use  of  tho  inmates  ? — \Yc  are  getting  up  a 
library. 

9024.  Do  you  not  attach  considerable  importance,  in  the  treatment  of  insanity,  to  the 
minds  of  the  patients  being  occupied  as  far  as  possible  ? — Yes. 

9025.  Do  you  think  sufficient  means  are  afforded  them  for  the  purpose? — It  is  a great 
defect  in  this  establishment,  tho  want  of  means  of  amusement.  There  is  no  source  of 
amusemen  t. 

9026.  Have  you  ever  suggested  any  arrangement  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  them?— 
I suggested  to  the  Board  the  advantage  of  having  a ball-court  for  the  patients.  They 
granted  me  some  money  for  it,  but  1 have  not  yet  found  a good  site  011  which  to 
erect  it. 

9027.  Is  there  any  rccroati on-hall  or  apartment  of  that  kind  for  them  ? — There  is;  but 
I latterly  turned  it  into  a dining-ball,  which  is  of  very  great  importance.  A very  great 
improvement  has  taken  place,  even  amongst  the  worst  of  the  patients,  by  their  getting  their 
food  together.  The  male  patients  only  dine  there.  It  would  bo  a great  advantage  if  there 
was  a place  where  both  males  and  females  could  dine  together. 

9028.  Is  there  a school  in  tho  asylum  ? — No. 

902'J.  Is  there  any  large  number  of  the  inmates  capable  of  reading? — No : five  can  read 
and  write  well ; ninety-six  can  read  and  write  indifferently  ; thirty-five  can  read  only ; and 
ninety-three  cannot  read  nor  write. 

9030.  What,  is  your  opinion  of  the  advantage  of  instruction  being  given  in  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind  ; would  it  be  a suitable  occupation  for  the  minds  of  the  patients? — It 
might  occupy  them,  but  1 do  not  know  what  benefit  they  would  derive  from  it.  I think 
patients  capable  of  receiving  instruction  should  bethinking  of  leaving  this;  and!  find 
patients  recover  much  quicker  by  putting  them  to  the  employments  they  were  habitually 
at,  such  as  the  farm;  or  if  they  were  of  any  trade,  by  putting  them  to  that  trade.  It  is  the 
object  of  the  establishment  to  recover  patients  as  much  as  possible. 

9031.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  every  lunatic  who  is  capable  of  receiving  instruction 
would  be  in  a condition  to  leave  the  asylum  ? — No,  I think  not ; but,  I think,  patients 
coming  towards  recovery  would  be  bettor  employed  in  the  farm.  They  are  generally 
patients  accustomed  to  a life  of  labour. 

9032.  Would  not  their  being  enabled  to  read  facilitate  their  occupation  on  a long 
winter’s  evening,  instead  of  being  dependent,  as  they  now  are,  upon  occasional  readings 
for  them  by  the  keepers? — Yes,  it  would;  but  there  are  few  patients  who  would  be 
capable  of  receiving  any  beneficial  instruction.  It  would  take  a long  time  before  the 
instruction  would  be  perfected. 

9033.  What  trades  are  taught  in  the  asylum  ? — Wo  teach  110  trade. 

9034.  Are  the  persons  who  aro  employed  at  weaving  and  carpenter’s  work  persons  who 
had  previously  learned  those  trades? — Yes. 

9035.  Just  read  from  the  Daily  Statement  Book  how  all  the  males  were  employed 
yesterday  in  this  institution ?— There  were  sixteen  at  agricultural  labour;  two  weaving, 
that  means  weaving  and  winding  ; one  tailoring  ; we  have  a carpenter  in  the  house,  but 
he  was  not  working  ; two  cleaning  the  house;  twenty-five  at  miscellaneous  employments; 
inactive,  sixty-five  ; confined  to  bed,  two.  The  total  employed  is  forty-six,  and  the  total 
unemployed  is  sixty- seven  males.  Of  the  females  there  were  at  spinning,  three;  at 
needlework,  ten;  knitting,  twenty;  fancy-work,  two;  assisting  in  the  laundry,  seven; 
cleaning  the  house,  sixteen ; miscellaneous  employment,  five ; confined  to  bed,  three. 
Total  employed,  sixty-threc  ; total  unemployed,  fifty-three. 

903(5.  Are  the  shoes  bought  by  contract? — Yes,  they  are  bought  by  contract. 

9037.  Are  there  none  made  in  the  house?-- Not  at  present. 

9038.  Is  the  male  clothing  made  up  in  the  house? — No.  I attempted  to  get  it  done, 
but  the  tailor  destroyed  more  cloth  than  would  pay  for  the  making.  I employ  him  m 
mending. 

9039.  Is  the  female  clothing  made  up  in  the  house  ? — Yes. 

9040.  Is  the  shirting  for  the  men  made  here  ? — Yes.  , . 

9041.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  afford  more  extensive  employment  by  teaching 

them  trades  ? — The  weaver  might  teach,  or  the  carpenter,  but  the  tailor  we  have  is  a patien 
very  seldom  capable  of  doing  any  work.  . 

9042.  Are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  generally  enabled  to  read  and  write  ? lher 

is  a rule  that  none  shall  bo  employed  who  cannot  read  and  write.  . , 

9043.  Practically,  do  they  read  much  for  the  patients  ? — The  male  keepers  do  in 
winter. 
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9044.  I presume  that,  as  the  manager  of  an  institution  of  this  hind,  you  are  aware  of  Omagh. 

the  importance  of  having  occupations  for  the  minds  of  lunatic  patients  ? — Yes.  

9045.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  extend  the  employment  to  be 
given  ? — I think  employment  should  be  extended  to  all  who  can  receive  it ; I think  it  would 
be  a great  advantage. 

9046.  By  whom  are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  appointed  ?-— By  me. 

9047.  By  whom  are  they  removed? — Byrne. 

9048.  Are  they  removed  by  you  without  any  interference  or  control  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  ? — I report  to  the  Board. 

9049.  Am  I to  understand  you  report  it  as  a matter  done? — It  is  very  seldom  that  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  or  necessity  of  dismissing  servants. 

9050.  When  a servant  is  removed  from  the  institution,  is  there  any  record  as  to  the  cause 
of  that  person  having  left  ? — I make  a record  in  the  Day  Book. 

9051.  Is  there  any  record  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  ?— No. 

9052.  You  do  not  report  it  to  the  Board  ? — I have  not  done  so. 

9053.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  servants  of  this  institution  are  entirely  under  your 
direction  and  control  ? — Yes. 

9054.  Have  you  found  that  the  wages  allowed  are  adequate  to  procure  the  services  of  Their  wages, 
proper  attendants  ? — I think  so.  Those  having  trades  get  higher  wages  than  those  who 

have  not. 

9055.  With  regard  to  religious  worship,  what  are  the  arrangements  in  this  institution  in  Religious  worship; 

that  respect  ? — We  have  three  chaplains.  The  lloman  Catholic  Chaplain  attends  on  *“ 

Sunday  morning,  the  Presbyterian  Chaplain  at  two  o’clock,  and  the  Protestant  Chaplain  for 
evening  service. 

9056.  Is  there  a chapel  attached  to  the  institution  ? — Yes. 

9057.  Is  the  same  chapel  used  by  each  communion? — Yes. 

9058.  Do  the  chaplains  attend  to  give  religious  instruction  to  the  inmates  separately  ? — 

They  do,  during  the  week. 

9059.  Supposing  you  considered  it  was  not  desirable  that  a chaplain  should  visit  a 
patient,  considering  that  patient’s  state  of  mind,  what  steps  would  you  take  to  prevent  the 
visit  ? — I select  the  persons  the  chaplains  are  to  attend  and  those  they  are  not  to  attend. 

I direct  the  chaplains  as  to  inmates  whom  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  see  and  inspect,  and 
as  to  those  they  should  not  see. 

9060.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  you  exercise  control  as  to  the  persons  who  should  receive 
the  services  or  ministrations  of  the  chaplains  ? — Y es ; I am  ordered  to  do  so. 

9061.  Do  you  consider  the  Privy  Council  Regulations,  under  which  you  appear  to  act, 
sufficiently  provide  against  the  patients  receiving  the  visits  of  chaplains  when  it  would  be 
unadvisable  they  should  see  them  ? — Indeed,  I think  they  do,  when  the  manager  has  the 
power  of  directing  what  patients  the  chaplains  are  to  see  and  are  not  to  see. 

9062.  I believe,  in  this  institution,  the  inmates  are  divided  into  three  communions,  those 
of  the  Established  Church,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ? — 

Yes. 

9063.  Have  you  found  the  visits  of  the  chaplains  to  lead  to  any  squabbling  amongst  the 
inmates  on  religious  matters? — None,  whatever.  That  is,  perhaps,  owing,  in  a great 
measure,  to  the  regulation,  that  they  do  not  attend  on  the  same  day.  They  all  attend 
on  Sundays,  but  at  different  horn's  of  the  day. 

9064.  Do  you  find  any  excitement  created  in  the  minds  of  the  inmates  by  the  attendance  No  religious  excite- 

of  clergymen  of  different  persuasions  on  Sundays  ? — I never  knew  a case  of  the  kind.  ment  amongst  the 

9065.  What  service  is  performed  first  of  a Sunday  ? — The  Roman  Catholic  service.  patients. 

9066.  How  soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  service  on  Sunday  does  the  Hours  for  the 
next  service  begin  ? — The  Roman  Catholic  service  ends  generally  about  twelve  o’clock;  different  services, 
the  Presbyterian  service  does  not  Commence  till  after  two  o’clock,  when  the  clergy- 
man has  finished  his  service  in  Omagh;  and  the  Established  Church  service  is  in  the 

evening. 

9067.  Then  the  inmates  of  one  communion  in  entering  the  chapel  are  not  likely  to  come 
in  contact  with  those  of  another  communion  who  are  returning  from  the  chapel  ?— No.  . 

9068.  Have  you  found  any  injurious  consequences  at  all  to  result  from  chaplains  being 
attached  to  this  institution? — I never  have. 

9069.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  religious  ministrations  of  the  clergymen  have  been  of  Necessity  of  Laving 
any  use?— I have  not  found  that  they  have  been  of  any  use  as  a means  for  the  recovery  of  Chaplains, 
patients,  but  I think  an  establishment  such  as  this  is  requires  to  have  chaplains. 

9070.  Do  you  consider  there  is  any  large  number  of  the  inmates  possessed  of  sufficient 
reason  to  enable  them  to  profit,  in  a religious  point  of  view,  by  the  instruction  they  receive 
from  their  clergymen? — Indeed  there  is.  There  is  a number  of  them  who.  perfectly 
understand  what  their  clergyman  says  to  them.  Their  conduct  on  Sundays  is  so  very 
regular,  that  I think  they  receive  great  comfort  from,  the  service. 

9071.  Have  you  had  any  case  of  attempted  suicide  in  the  institution  since  its  opening?  SuicidaJ  cases. 

— We  have  had  two  cases.  I think  one  was  merely  a case  intended  to  frighten  us,  but  we 

had  one  decided  case  of  attempt  at  suicide. 

9072.  Have  you  had  any  large  number  of  suicidal  cases  in  the  house? — No ; I think  we 
had  never  more  than  three,  who,  previously  to  entering  the  asylum,  attempted  suicide. 

9073.  Do  you  make  any  particular  arrangement  for  suicidal  cases?— Yes ; we  put  them 
into  a refractory  ward,  where  there  is  a smaller  number  of  patients  requiring  the  caro  of 
keepers. 
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9074.  Do  they  sleep  in  separate  cells,  or  in  associated  dormitories? — In  separate  cells 
excepting  one  case  that  we  put  into  an  associated  room. 

9075.  ire  there  many  associated  dormitories  in  the  house? — There  are  four  dormitories 
containing  five  beds  each;  two  containing  three  each  ; five  containing  nine  beds  each ; two 
containing  twelve  beds  each ; one  containing  six  ; and  one  containing  eight.  Those  are  on 
the  male  side.  On  the  female  side  there  axe  six  dormitories  containing  five  beds  each- 
two  containing  three  each;  one  containing  four;  one  containing  six;  one  containing  eight- 
two  containing  nine  each ; and  two  containing  twelve. 

9076.  By  the  return  which  you  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners,  there  appear  to  be  333 
beds  altogether  ? — Yes. 

9077.  Does  that  represent  the  number  of  beds  and  the  bedding  at  this  moment  available 
or  the  accommodation  that  might  be  provided? — We  included  in  that  the  infirmary,  which 
has  accommodation  for  twenty. 

9078.  Is  that  occupied? — As  a granary. 

9079.  Is  it  a detached  building  ? — It  is  detached. 

9080.  Has  it  never  been  occupied  or  used  as  an  infirmary? — No. 

9081.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment 
of  the  side  ? — Indeed  I think  it  is  very  useful. 

9082.  Is  there  any  reason  for  its  never  being  occupied  as  an  infirmary? — We  never 
required  it  as  such. 

9083.  If  the  pressure  on  the  house  for  admission  exceeded  the  number  you  have  stated, 
do  you  think  greater  accommodation  could  he  provided  than  to  the  extent  of  333  beds?— I 
think  we  could  make  room  for  316  in  this  house,  and  twenty  in  the  infirmary. 

9084.  Could  the  large  corridors  on  the  upper  floor  be  at  all  fitted  up  with  safety  as 
sleeping  apartments? — If  there  was  a great  pressure  they  might;  the  beds  might  be 
removed  in  the  morning.  That  would  do  in  summer,  hut  would  not  do  in  winter,  the  cold 
is  so  great. 

9085.  Supposing  an  arrangement  was  made  for  dividing  the  upper  galleries  into  separate 

dormitories,  do  you  think  an  extension  of  accommodation  could  he  provided  in  that  way? 

I think  it  would  he  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  divide  the  corridors. 

9086.  Have  you  found  the  number  of  incurable  cases  increasing  each  year  ? No,  I 

should  not  think  the  incurable  cases  are  increasing. 

9087.  Is  there  not  a tendency  to  an  increase  of  incurable  cases  in  an  institution  of  this 
kind  ? — There  is  that  tendency  on  account  of  the  re-admission  of  those  that  were  in  other 
asylums ; persons  who  have  been  years  out,  and  now  come  to  this  asylum. 

9088.  Supposing,  at  a future  time,  the  demands  on  the  asylum  became  greater  than  the 
accommodation,  how  do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  accommodation  ?— 
I think  there  must  he  an  additional  building. 

9089-  I-Iavo  you  ever  considered  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  provide  separate 
accommodation  for  incurable  cases  ? — I think  it  would  be  advisable,  and  that  should  include 
the  idiots,  who  should  not  be  associated  with  the  curable  cases. 

9090.  In  the  event  of  separate  accommodation  being  provided  for  incurable  cases,  do  you 

think  that  could  he  possibly  done  on  the  grounds  adjoining ; or  would  it  be  better  to 
provide  it  by  the  erection  of  an  asylum  in  a distant  part  of  the  country  ? — I think  it  is 
very  objectionable  to  have  more  than  300  patients  associated  in  ono  place;  on  thataccount 
I think  any  additional  building  should  be  detached,  hut  I think  it  might  be  erected  on  the 
grounds  here.  / 

9091.  Do  you  mean  so  far  detached  that  the  curables  could  not  associate  in  any  way  with 
the  incurables  ? — I would  not  say  that ; hut  so  far  detached  that  the  idiot  and  other 
portions  of  the  incurables  should  be  separate  from  the  curable  cases. 

9092.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  a large  number  of  idiots  and  cases  of  that  land  in 
an  institution  like  this  has  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  treatment  of  acute  or  recent  cases  ? 
— I think  so ; I think  it  interferes  with  then*  recovery. 

9093.  Referring  to  the  early  part  of  your  evidence  with  reference  to  paying  patients, 
are  you  enabled  to  state,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  whether  there  is  a consider- 
able number  of  lunatics  at  present  at  large  who  would  he  enabled  to  pay  a portion  of 
their  maintenance  in  this  asylum,  although  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay  in  a private 
asylum  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  are. 

9094.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  danger,  under  the  arrangement  the  Board  at  present 
pursue,  of  the  admission,  as  paying  patients,  to  this  asylum,  at  reduced  rates,  of  persons  who 
might  be  able  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  in  private  asylums  ? — I think  not;  under  the  system 
of  superintendence  we  have  adopted  we  arrive  at  a just  knowledge  of  their  circumstances. 

9095.  Have  you  ever  had  cases  of  persons  admitted  as  paying  patients  who  eventually 
became  pauper  patients  by  their  friends  refusing  to  continue  to  pay  for  them  ? — I recollect 
that  we  had  a patient  who  was  removed  by  the  parent  on  the  Board  insisting  on  the  pay- 
ment. There  was  another  case. 

9096.  What  have  you  in  the  infirmary  building  at  present  ? — We  have  straw  in  it  and 
some  seed  potatoes.  A portion  of  it  we  use  as  a dead-house.  The  dead-house  built  by 
the  Board  of  Works  is  so  very  defective  that  we  use  one  of  the  dormitories  in  the 
infirmary,  where  we  have  post-mortem  examinations. 

9097.  You  say  the  infirmary  is  not  required;  where  are  the  sick  treated? — Upon  a few 
occasions  we  removed  the  patients  to  a portion  of  the  house  that  is  not  occupied,  at  present; 
number  six  and  number  twelve.  As  a general  rule,  the  sick  are  treated  in  their  own  cells, 
and  not  removed  from  their  own  corridor. 
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9098.  Are  not  lunatics  exceedingly  liable  to  suffer  from  cold  ? — The  aged  particularly  are. 

9099-  What  provision  is  there  for  supplying  the  sick  with  warmth  in  their  own  cells  ? — 
We  have  none  whatever,  except  clothes ; the  cells  are  very  defective  in  respect  of  heating. 

9100.  What  means  are  there  for  nursing  the  sick  in  their  cells  ?— The  keepers  or  nurses, 
according  as  they  happen  to  he  male  or  female  patients,  are  generally  expected  to  look  after 
them : but  if  they  require  to  be  removed  to  the  corridors  I spoke  of,  number  six  or 
number  twelve,  they  have  a supernumerary  nurse. 

9101.  I saw  a case  this  morning  in  a corridor,  for  which  there  were  two  attendants,  but 
one  of  them  was  employed  with  the  men  out  on  the  farm  ? — In  addition  to  attendance  in 
the  yard  he  has  to  attend  the  sick  patients. 

9102.  Do  you  think  that  a good  arrangement? — I think  not. 

9103.  Are  the  patients  in  their  own  cells  provided  with  those  appliances  that  are  usually 
necessary  for  the  sick  ? — No. 

9104.  Both  as  regards  attendance  and  warmth,  would  not  the  patients  he  better  treated 
in  an  infirmary  than  they  are  at  present  ? — 1 think  if  there  was  a night  nurse  and  a night 
keeper,  additional  servants,  w.e  could  contrive  very  well  as  we  are  at  present,  except  in 
case  of  infectious  disease. 

9105.  Supposing  patients  sick  in  different  parts  of  the  establishment,  would  there  not 
he  great  inconvenience  in  having  the  night  nurse  rambling  about  the  house,  from  one  part 
to  another,  attending  those  patients  ? — There  might  certainly  ho  very  great  inconvenience 
in  that,  but  we  have  had  such  a small  amount  of  illness  in  this  establishment,  that  we  have 
not  experienced  the  inconvenience.  I am  only  giving  my  experience  since  the  house 
opened.  A number  of  those  ill  were  from  old  age. 

9106.  The  old,  when  ill,  require  attendance  as  well  as  the  young,  do  they  not? — Yes; 
but  they  would  be  more  under  my  superintendence  in  the  house  than  if  they  were  in  an 
infirmary. 

9107.  Who  is  directly  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  sick? — The  visiting  physician  is  the 
person  who,  it  is  expected,  is  responsible  in  a medical  point  of  view.  I look  upon  myself  as 
bound  to  see  his  directions  carried  out,  and  the  matron  likewise  is  bound  to  see  them  carried 
out,  as  regards  the  females. 

9108.  Who  is  directly  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  insane,  as  distinguished  from  bodily 
disease  ? — I am. 

9109.  Is  there  any  regulation  to  that  effect?— With  reference  to  the  management  of  the 
insane  1 look  upon  myself,  being  manager  of  the  house,  as  the  person  chiefly  accountable 
for  then’  care.  1 am  not  aware  of  any  minute  on  the  subject.  That  is  my  instruction  from 
the  Inspectors. 

9110.  Is  there  an  apothecary  ? — Yes. 

9111.  How  often  does  he  attend? — Three  times  a week. 

9112.  On  the  same  days  as  the  visiting  physician  ?— No,  the  day  after,  generally. 

9113.  Who  makes  up  the  medicine  the  visiting  physician  orders  on  the  day  he  comes?— 
Ifthere  was  any  urgent  case,  Iwouldmakeit  up,  orthe  visiting-physician  himself  would Ido  it. 

9114.  Have  you  any  registering  thermometers  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  heat  or  cold?— 

9115.  Is  there  any  list  kept  of  those  who  may  become  sick  in  the  intervals  of  the  phy- 
sician’s visits  ?— On  the  female  side  the  matron  always  reportsto  me  thosewho  mayhavetaken 
ill  during  the  night,  and  on  the  male  side  the  keepers  report  to  me  respecting  the  males. 


Henry  Thompson,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9116.  Have  you  been  the  visiting  physician  of  this  asylum  since  it  was  opened  ? — I have. 

9117.  How  frequently  do  you  visit  the  institution  ?— Three  times  a week  regularly,  and 

oftener,  if  required.  , . . . „ a 

9118.  Do  you  visit  the  institution  immediately  after  the  admission  day? — Ine  Hoard 

days  are  the  only  regular  admission  days  appointed,  and  I am  almost  always  here  on 
Board  days.  . v 

9119.  Do  you  see  the  cases  immediately  after  their  admission  r — xes.  . 

9120.  How  far  do  you  feel  the  responsibility  of  the  treatment  of  their  insanity  rests 

with  you  ? — I think  my  principal  responsibility  is  with  regard  to  their  bodily  diseases,  but  I 
think  I am  also  called  upon  to  make  any  suggestion  with  regard  to  their  moral  treatment 
that  may  occur  to  me.  , . . , . . .....  . ■.  „ 

9121.  You  are  aware  the  law  does  not  require  the  manager  of  this  institution  to  be  a 

medical  man,  but  Dr.  W est  is  a professional  gentleman  ?— Yes.  ^ . . , . , 

9122.  In  case  Dr.  West  was  not  a professional  person,  the  visiting  physician  would  have 
the  responsibility,  I presume,  as  regards  the  treatment  of  insanity  ? Yes. 

9123  Do  you  think  that  any  conflict  of  duty  is  likely  to  arise  from  two  medical  gentle- 
men being  connected  with  the  institution  ? — I do  not  think  so. 


9124.  Do  you  think  the  responsibility  of  treating  insanity  should  be  left  with  the  resident 
physician  entirely?-!  am  not  qoite  sure  of  that.  I think  the  Toting  physician  BhonH 
tave  a voice  also  I think  there  are  few  instances  m which  the  patients  would  not  be  the 


better  of  having  the  services  of  two  medical  men.  . , 

9125.  Do  you  consider  the  visiting  physician  to  be  m the  position  of  a consulting  phy- 
sician for  the  treatment  of  insanity ?— Yes,  for  the  treatment  of  insanity;  mid  I think  he 
should  have  the  treatment  of  bodily  disease  altogether  within.  his  own  province. 

9126.  I presume,  however,  you  are  ip.  favour  of  the  manager  of  an.  institution  like  thu 

being  a medical  man  ? — Certainly.  . . , 

9127.  Have  you  and  the  resident  physician  made  any  particular  arrangement^ as  to  ttu 
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manner  in  'which  jour  respective  duties  should  be  carried  out  ? — No,  I cannot  say  we  have 
We  always  visit  together  to  inquire  who  are  ill,  and  that  is  reported  to  me  by  the  keepers 

9128.  You  mean,  you  inquire  respecting  the  patients  suffering  under  bodily  disease  ?— 
Yes  ; about  the  peculiarity  of  their  mental  state  also. 

9129.  On  visiting  the  asylum,  do  you  usually  go  through  each  of  the  wards? Always 

9130.  Do  you  see  the  patients  generally,  and  not  merely  those  who  are  suffering  f—  ' 
l»odily  illness  ? — Yes. 

9131.  It  is  stated  in  evidence  that  the  infirmary  attached  to  the  institution  lias  never  been 
used  as  such  ; what  is  your  opinion  of  the  advantage  of  infirmaries  being  attached  to  such 
institutions? — It  depends  very  much  upon  the  general  accommodation  in  the  asylum.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  house  wc  do  not  require  it.  In  case  of  fever,  wo  have  ample  means  of 
separating  the  patients  without  removing  them  from  the  building.  If  the  house  was  more 
crowded  that  would  not,  of  course,  be  the  case. 

9132.  As  a general  rule,  do  you  think  the  sick  ought  or  ought  not  be  treated  in  infirma- 
ries?— I think  there  ought  to  be  a separate  infirmary  attached  to  each  asylum. 

9133.  At  present  they  are  treated  either  in  separate  cells  or  in  associated  dormitories? 

When  it  is  necessary  to  put  cases  together,  or  if  there  are  cases  requiring  constant  care  and 
attention,  we  put  them  into  a ward  together. 

9131.  Is  it  the  practice  at  present  to  collect  the  sick  on  each  side  in  one  associated 
dormitory? — Not  invariably;  but  if  there  be  any  epidemic  disease,  or  any  number  of 
patients  afflicted  with  the  same  disease,  we  always  put  them  together,  and  separate  them 
from  the  rest. 

9135.  Have  you  ever  had  epidemic  disease  in  the  house? — Yes;  we  had  attacks  of 
dysentery,  and  we  put  them  into  a day-room,  which  was  unoccupied  'and  remote  from  the 
other  patients. 

9136.  But  for  ordinary  disease  the  patients  arc  treated  in  their  respective  cells? Yes. 

I do  not  think  it  is  quite  unobjectionable,  and  I frequently  wished  that  there  was  a special 
attendant  for  the  sick  on  each  side. 

9137.  Do  you  think  a special  attendant  would  bo  enabled  to  give  attendance  to  six  or 
eight  patients  distributed  through  separate  cells  as  well  as  if  they  were  in  an  associated 
dormitory? — No  ; but  if  we  had  six  or  eight  patients,  we  would  have  them  together. 

9138.  IIow  many  sick  patients  are  there  now  in  the  asylum? — There  is  only  one,  and 
that  man  was  up  yesterday. 

9139.  I understand  your  opinion  to  he  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  using  the  infirmary 
attached  to  this  institution  ? — Not  at  present. 

9140.  And  that  it  is  only  in  case  of  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  you  would  ask  it  for 
the  use  of  the  sick  ? — Yes. 

9141.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  ordinary  dietary  existing  in  this  establishment? — Yes. 

9142.  I presume  you  have  the  power  of  placing  a patient  on  any  extra  diet  you  may 
think  fit? — Yes. 

9143.  What  books  do  you  keep  as  physician? — A Prescription  Book  and  Journal. 

9144.  Do  you  keep  a Case  Book  ? — 1 do  not.  There  is  a Case  Book  kept  here;  I have 
not  kept  it.  It  was  not  the  one  prescribed  by  the  regulations.  In  fact,  I could  not  well 
keep  it  from  the  way  it  is  headed ; the  Case  Book  is  not  kept,  hut  between  the  Prescription 
Book  and  the  J ournal  I can  make  out  the  particulars  of  each  case.  The  Prescription  Book 
is  not  ordered  in  the  regulations  at  all.  The  outlines  of  the  treatment  are  recorded  in  it. 

9145.  Do  you  find  that  the  cases  of  restraint  arc  entered  in  the  Morning  Statement 
Book  regularly  ? — They  are,  so  far  as  I am  aware. 

9146.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  the  Morning  Statement  Book  in  that  respect  contains 
a true  representation  of  what  occurs  ? — Yes. 

9147.  You  have  stated  as  a consequence  of  the  Iioubc  not  being  crowded,  that  when 
patients  are  affected  with  the  same  disease  you  put  them  into  the  one  room? — Yes. 

9148.  Practically,  you  do  create  a kind  of  infirmary  in  that  way  ? — Yes. 

9149.  Then  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  an  infirmary  would  be  beneficial? — .Certainly. 

9150.  Do  you  think  two  attendants  on  each  corridor  sufficient  attendance? — Certainly 
not,  if  there  was  any  number  of  sick. 

9151.  Do  you  think  the  patients  are  properly  taken  care  of,  without  the  appliances  for 
the  sick,  such  as  night-chairs? — There  are  no  night-chairs,  but  they  use  the  chamber 
vessels. 

9152.  Have  you  heard  the  description  of  a certain  bed  in  use  here  to  restrain  patients  ? 
— Yes,  and  I think  it  has  been  very  useful,  and  I do  not  think  there  is  any  objection  to  it 
so  far  as  we  have  had  experience  of  it;  on  the  contrary,  I think  it  is  extremely  useful. 

_ 9153.  Were  you  consulted  before  it  was  brought  into  the  asylum  ? — I was  not ; at  first  I 
did  not  like  it,  but  after  some  experience  of  it  I changed  my  opinion  respecting  it  altogether, 
and  thought  it  extremely  useful.  Patients  whom  it  was  quite  impossible  to  keep  quiet  in  any 
other  way  immediately  became  quiet  on  their  being  put  in  there,  apparently  convinced  of 
the  inutility  of  making  any  resistance ; and  patients  who  would  not  sleep  or  rest  in  any  other 
way  otherwise  than  with  an  attendant  with  them  became  quiet  in  it,  and  they  never  injured 
themselves  by  it. 

9154.  I understand  from  your  answer,  that  any  mechanical  restraint  of  that  kind,  if  it 
can  be  so  called,  may  be  introduced  into  the  asylum  and  brought  into  use,  although  you 

may  consider  it  objectionable  ? — Yes;  I should  think  so.  . . 

9155.  Do  yon  consider  that  a satisfactory  state  of  things  ? — I should  think  that  is  in  the 
department  of  the  manager ; any  thing  I considered  very  objectionable  I would  report 
to  the  Board ; but  I never  had  any  occasion  to  do  so. 
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9156.  It  has  been  stated,  in  returns  laid  before  the  Commissioners,  that  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  inmates  of  the  institution,  about  three-fourths,  are  incurable ; do  you  concur 
in  that  return  ? Yes.  Dr.  West  and  I make  out  that  return  twice  a year,  and  according 
as  the  patients  come  in  we  put  them  down  incurable  or  curable,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  and 
we  go  round  the  house  for  the  same  purpose. 

9157.  The  existence  of  sucli  a large  number  of  incurable  cases  in  the  house,  I presume, 
interferes  considerably  with  the  value  of  this  institution  as  a curative  hospital  for  the 
district?— There  are  some  classes  of  incurable  cases  that  interfere  materially  with  the 
successful  treatment  of  curable  cases,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  incurable  cases 
that  do  not. 

9158.  But  the  continuance  of  a large  number  of  incurable  cases  in  any  hospital  prevents 

the  same  number  of  vacancies  being  reserved,  or  made  available  for  the  curable  cases  ? 

Of  course. 

9159.  Have  you  considered  how  additional  accommodation  might  be  provided  in  the 

event  of  the  present  asylum  not  being  found  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  district  ? I 

cannot  say  that  I have. 

9160.  Would  you  be  favourable  to  the  removal,  in  such  an  event,  of  the  incurables  to 
another  building  ? — Yes. 

9161.  Do  you  think  the  removal  of  the  incurable  cases  to  a distinct  building  would  be 
at  all  likely  to  act  injuriously  upon  those  cases  that,  although  apparently  incurable,  might 
possibly  be  curable  ? — There  would  be  no  necessity  for  "their  knowing  that  they  were 
classed  as  incurables,  or  included  amongst  them.  The  building  should  not  be  styled  an 
incurable  hospital. 

9 1 62.  The  lunatics  might  possibly  learn  that  such  an  institution  was  exclusively  for  cases 
considered  incurable  ? — 1 do  not  know  that  it  would  have  any  effect  in  preventing  their 
cure,  if  they  were  curable. 

9163.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  there  is  any  large  amount  of  insanity  amongst  the  poor  of 
this  country,  which  does  not  seek  for  admission  to  this  asylum  ?— Indeed,  I do  not  know;  I 
think  not. 

9164.  In  the  course  of  your  practice,  you  have  not  come  to  know  of  a very  large  number 
of  persons  in  such  a state  ? — No ; I think  they  seek  admission  very  freely  when  the  neces- 
sity arises. 

9165.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  the  services  of  the  chaplains  attached 
to  this  institution  have  upon  the  inmates  ? — They  have  a good  effect. 

9166.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  any  instruction  given  to  the  patients 
in  reading  or  writing  ? — I do. 

9167.  Are  you  aware  whether  these  matters  have  ever  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Board  ? — They  have  never  been  consulted  about  them.  I wish  to  mention,  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  that  although  those  appliances  which  Dr.  Corrigan  has  referred 
to,  have  not  been  supplied,  still  there  has  been  no  actual  want  of  them  experienced.  I 
have  never  perceived  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  keepers  in  attending  any  person  in 
the  house  ; 1 have  never  had  any  neglect  to  complain  of,  nor  have  I heard  any  complaints. 

9168.  From  whom  would  you  expect  complaiuts  to  come? — I should  be  able,  at  my 
visits,  to  see  whether  every  tiling  was  attended  to  or  not — whether  the  patients  were  kept 
dry  and  clean,  and  that  there  was  a sufficient  degree  of  heat  kept  up.  I have  sometimes 
ordered  artificial  heat  by  means  of  warm  water,  and  where  it  was  necessary,  by  giving 
additional  bedding. 

9169.  I alluded  to  the  appliances  used  in  the  sick  wards  of  hospitals ; do  you  conceive 
them  requisite  here? — No.  We  would  be  better  oft’  if  we  had  a special  nurse  on  each  side. 

I have  mentioned  that,  and  expressed  an  opinion  to  that  effect;  but  there  seems  to  be  a 
difficulty  with  regard  to  the  number  of  keepers. 

9170.  My  question  refers  to  the  appliances;  I have  spoken  of  one  case  that  I saw  to-day 
in  an  apartment  in  which  there  was  no  night-chair  or  table  ? — The  case  you  refer  to  was 
in  bed  only  this  day. 

9171.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  appliances  which  are  necessary  in  a sick  room  or  for  persons 
in  an  hospital,  are  not  necessary  for  the  insane  ? — Certainly  not. 

9172.  Do  the  patients  suffer  from  want  of  warmth? — Generally  speaking,  the  cells  are 
extremely  cold  in  winter.  Whenever  I considered  it  necessary  to  order  additional  warmth 
to  be  secured,  I have  done  so. 

9173.  In  what  way  has  that  additional  warmth  been  given? — By  means  of  warm  water, 
or  by  additional  bedding.  The  warm  water  is  applied  in  bottles. 

9174.  I see  in  the  list  of  the  causes  of  death,  that  three  deaths  resulted  from  exhaustion  in 
the  year  1854,  four  in  1855,  and  two  in  1856  ; do  you  think  that  the  application  of  warmth, 
by  bottles  of  hot  water,  is  a sufficient  provision  for  such  patients? — I think  it  could  be 
made  quite  sufficient.  Of  course,  there  could  be  a better  arrangement  adopted;  a room 
properly  heated,  so  as  to  keep  up  a proper  temperature,  would  be  better. 

9175.  Do  you  think  the  attendance  at  present  on  the  sick,  which  is  merely  by  keepers, 
i8  of  such  a character  as  to  afford  a guarantee  that  sufficient  warmth  will  be  secured  for 
the  sick  patients  on  cold  nights  ? — I think  not. 

9176.  I see  by  the  return,  that  three  deaths  resulted  from  paralysis  in  1854 ; do  you 
think  that  the  application  of  warmth  in  the  way  that  you  have  indicated,  is  sufficient  for 
such  a class  of  patients  ? — I think  it  can  be  made  sufficient ; I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
is  the  best  means. 

9177.  Is  there  any  control  exercised  with  a view  to  securing  the  proper  application  of 
the  means  you  spoke  of  during  night  ? — N o. 
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The  Rev.  John  Grey  Porter,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9]  78.  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  this  asylum? — I am. 

9179.  Are  you  constantly  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Board? — I attend  very  regularly 

9180.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  existing  asylum  for  the  wants  of 
the  district? — Taking  into  consideration  the  returns  that  have  been  made  in  the  Census 
Reports,  1 should  think  that  the  asylum  is  quite  sufficient  now  for  what  is  likely  or  expected 
to  be  sent  into  it  from  the  two  counties  forming  the  district.  I say  that,  if  there  is  any 
reliance  to  be  placed  upon  those  returns. 

9181.  You  have  had  experience  here  of  the  admission  of  patients  from  workhouses  and 
from  gaols;  do  you  think  that  sufficient  information  is  obtained  in  all  tlie  cases  thus  admitted 
with  respect  to  their  previous  history? — I think  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  there  should 
be  some  general  and  improved  form  of  admission. 

9182.  I believe  that,  practically,  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrants  for  the  transmission  of 
cases  from  the  gaol  to  the  asylum  do  not  contain  such  information  as  you  would  be  likely  to 
obtain  from  an  ordinary  applicant? — I think  not.  We  look  upon  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s 
warrant  as  imperative.  Wo  have  no  form  of  admission  for  the  cases  you  refer  to.  We  had 
rather  a curious  case  here  relative  to  the  form  of  admission.  There  was  a policeman  who 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  coining  to  the  asylum  with  lunatics;  lie  became  a lunatic  himself, 
and  lie  was  sent  from  the  county  Fermanagh  to  this  asylum.  As  long  as  he  was  continued 
in  the  police  force  he  was  paid  for  hero  by  the  constabulary  authorities  ; they  ultimately 
dismissed  him  from  the  force,  and  we  then  thought  that  this  county  should  not  be  charged 
with  him,  hut  that  he  should  be  sent  to  the  county  where  lie  had  resided — namely,  the  comity 
Meath.  We  applied  to  the  Government  on  the  subject,  and  they  said  there  was  no  mode 
by  which  to  get  him  transferred ; and  a similar  case  happened  at  the  time  in  Dublin.  It 
appears  to  be  rather  irregular,  that  we,  residing  in  these  two  counties,  should  be  obliged  to 
be  taxed  for  the  support  of  a lunatic,  who  evidently  belongs  to  the  county  Meath.  As  1 have 
stated,  he  was  supported  in  this  asylum  by  tlie  constabulary  so  long  as*  be  was  considered 
to  be  a member  of  that  force,  but  when  he  was  discharged  from  that  force  the  payment 
ceased,  and  we  then  thought  it  but  fair  that  lie  should  be  sent  to  liis  own  district. 

9183.  What  is  your  opinion,  generally,  as  to  tlie  existing  law  in  reference  to  the  charge- 
ability  of  lunatics ; you  are  aware  that  at  present  they  are  charged  upon  the  counties— are 
you  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  that  arrangement  ? — From  tlie  working  of  the  system  that 
I observe  here,  when  I attend  on  Board  days,  I would  he  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  worthy 
of  consideration  whether  the  general  establishment  charges  ought  not  to  be  upon  the  comities, 
but  that  the  charges  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  siiould  bo  baronial.  There  is  a very 
great  feeling  against  the  expense;  and  I find  that  when  the  charge  is  placed  upon  the 
county  at  large  there  is  not  tlie  same  desire  to  control  the  expenditure  that  there  would  be 
if  it  was  more  limited.  If  the  charges,  as  I have  suggested,  were  baronial,  I think  each 
barony  would  then  endeavour  to  investigate  the  admissions  which  took  place  from  it,  and 
see  that  they  were  right. 

9184.  You  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  generally,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  fix  the 
chargeability  of  the  inmates  upon  the  smaller  area? — Yes,  upon  baronies. 

9185.  Your  object  in  fixing  tlie  charge,  upon  baronies  appears  to  bo,  that  the  cases,  as  you 
think,  would  receive  a more  searching  investigation  at  tlie  time  of  admission  ? — Yes.  Permit 
me  further  to  say,  that  there  would  be  an  additional  check  if  it  was  a baronial  area  that  was 
fixed,  for  then  you  would  have  the  cases  canvassed  and  discussed  at  road  sessions.  I would 
place  the  maintenance  charges  for  the  lunatics  upon  the  barony,  and  I would  put  the 
establishment  charges  upon  tlie  county. 

9186.  Would  you  give  tlie  baronial  sessions  any  power  of  initiating  tlie  admission  of  the 
lunatic,  or  objecting  to  liis  being  charged  to  a particular  barony? — I think  that  should 
rest  with  tlie  Board.  I do  not  think  that  the  present  form  of  admission  is  desirable.  We 
require  the  assistance  of  members  of.  the  medical  profession  in  drawing  up  a better  form  of 
admission  than  we  have  at  present. 

9187.  Referring  to  the  medical  gentlemen,  those  members  of  the  profession  who  usually 
sign  certificates  for  the  admission  of  lunatics,  may  not  have  seen  the  cases  till  the  very  time 
that  they  are  called  upon  to  sign  the  papers? — I have  seen  cases  brought  before  the  Board 
here  as  to  which  there  must  evidently  have  been  great  laxity,  or  irregularity,  in  filling  up 
the  returns. 

9188.  As  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  baronial  sessions  should  have  no  control  over  the 
admissions,  are  you  in  favour  of  any  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors ? — I think  tiie  present  system  is  very  good. 

9189.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  the  representative  system 
being  introduced,  either  by  nomination  from  Grand  Juries  or  otherwise? — I think  it  is  better 
that  the  appointment  should  rest  with  the  Executive,  as  at  present. 

9190.  Do  you  think  the  Executive  should  be  under  any  limitation  as  to  the  number  to  he 
appointed  from  each  county? — I think  it  would  be  better  not  to  have  any  limitation;  it 
might  operate  injuriously. 

9191.  Are  the  Governors  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  house  on  Board  days,  or  at  other 
times? — They  are. 

9192.  Is  there  a Visiting  Committee  appointed? — There  is  not. 

9193.  What  ia  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Inspectors  being 

members  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — I must  say  that  we  have  always  derived  benefit  and. 
assistance  from  their  sitting  with  us.  at  the  Board.  . , 

9194.  Do  you  find  that  they  take  part,  as  they  are  entitled  to  do  by  law,  by  voting  and. 
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so  on,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board? — I do  not  remember  any  instance  here  in  which  we  Omagh. 
came  to  a vote ; we  have  always  acted  together.  

9195.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  the  law  as  regards  the  central  control  0m£^riet 

exercised  by  the  Board  of  Works  over  the  erection  of  asylums,  or  of  additional  buildings? — Rev  t G port'_ 
We  are  not  satisfied  at  all  with  the  way  in  which  they  finished  this  asylum.  We  have  Control  in  the  ' 
reason  to  complain  of  the  expense  and  inconvenience  we  have  been  put  to  from  the  deficient  erection  of  Asylum 
state  in  which  the  asylum  was  left.  buildings. 

9196.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Boards  of  Governors  might  be  allowed  the  same  indepen- 
dent action  as  regards  the  erection  of  buildings  for  lunatics  as  the  Grand  Juries  are  allowed 
with  reference  to  gaols  and  court-houses?—!  should  not  like  the  Boards  of  Governors  to 
have  an  unlimited  power  of  taxing  the  county. 

9197.  Do  vou  consider  that  any  extension  of  this  building,  involving  additional  taxation, 
should  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Juries  ? — Certainly. 

9198.  In  the  case  of  a district  like  the  present,  comprising  two  counties,  if  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  respective  Grand  Juries  of  Tyrone  and  Fermanagh  with 
reference  to  additional,  expenditure,  how  would  you  consider  that  difference  shoulcf  be  <mt 
over? — By  the  Executive. 

9199.  Do  you  consider  that  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  this  institution  Appointment  of 

should  rest  with  the  Executive  Government? — I think  it  should.  superior  officers. 

9200.  What  advantage,  do  you  consider  arises  from  leaving  the  appointment  of  the  superior 
officers  of  this  institution  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  when  similar  institutions 
in  the  country  are  not  so  circumstanced,  the  gaols  and  the  workhouses  ? — I assure  you,  from 
what  we  know  of  the  state  of  society  in  this  country,  I think  it  is  better  the  appointment 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

9201.  What  do  you  particularly  refer  to  when  you  speak  of  the  state  of  society?— I 
understood  the  question  to  mean,  that  the  offices  should  be  elective,  like  the  treasurersliip 
of  the  county,  for  instance ; and  I think  it  would  be  a very  injurious  thing  that  such  should 
be  the  case. 


.9202.  With  regard  to  paying  patients  being  admitted  to  this  asylum,  are  you  of  opinion 
it  is  right  that  the  institution  should  be  open  to  a class  of  patients  who  are  unable  to  pay  for 
their  own  maintenance  in  private  asylums  ? — I believe  a great  amendment  is  required  in  the 
law  in  that  respect;  I believe  that  at  present  the  admission  of  paying  patients  is  only 
permissive,. that  our  admitting  them  is  scarcely  legal;  but  I think  the  reception  of  such  a 
class  of  patients  is  a most  useful  and  beneficial  tiling  for  the  comity;  because,  where  there  is 
a large  establishment  of  this  kind,  the  officers  of  it  must  have  given  their  attention  to  the 
treatment  of  insanity,  and  I think  it,  therefore,  very  desirable  that  paying  patients  should  be 
admitted,  so  as  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  skill  and  experience.  I have  given  my  opinion 
that  the  ehargeability  of  the  patients,  generally,  should  be  upon  the  baronies,  and  1 have 
given  that  opinion  from  the  experience  I have  had  at  this  Board  with  respect  to  complaints, 
petitions,  and  memorials  that  have  been  addressed  to  us  about  patients  that  it  was  considered 
were  able  to  pay,  and  ought  to  pay  a proportion  of  the  expense  of  their  maintenance. 

9203.  Cases  that  were  admitted  free? — No.  We  thought,  from  their  situation  in  life, 
that  they  were  able  to  pay,  and  we  directed  that  they  should  be  admitted  on  the  payment  of 
a certain  sum. 


Question  of  ad- 
mitting paying 
patients ; opinion  in 
favour  of  it. 


9204.  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of  patients  who  would  be  able  The  amount  of  the 
to  pay  either  a portion,  or  the  whole,  of  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  being  received  into  payment. 

an  institution  of  this  character? — Yes;  but  we  have  found  very  great  difficulty  in  deciding 
what  they  ought  to  pay,  and  trouble  has  been  caused  to  the  Board  by  memorials  ana 
correspondence  on  the  subject. 

9205.  In  some  cases  we  have  found  that  the  scale  of  charge  has  been  uniform — namely, 
the  actual  cost  of  the  patient’s  maintenance,  and  that  the  persons  unable  to  pay  that  sum 
were  received  as  paupers — what  is  your  opinion  of  that  arrangement? — I do  not  think  we 
could  do  that  here,  because  the  cases  of  individuals  differ  so  much.  We  have  a case  now, 
the  difficulty  with  respect  to  which  we  thought  arose  from  a family  dispute.  There  is  a 
sum  of  money  in  the  bank  left  to  the  female,  and  we  said  we  would  be  satisfied  if  we 
received  the  interest  upon  the  money.  What  they  give  mostly  depends  upon  their  circum- 
stances, and  it  is  not  easy  for  us  to  ascertain  correctly  and  fairiy  what  the  resources  of  those 
parties  are. 

9206.  Do  you  consider  the  law  should  afford  the  Governors  a ready  and  efficacious  means 
of  recovering  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  a lunatic  patient?— Yes. 

_ 9207.  In  the  event  of  the  requirements  of  the  district  necessitating  additional  accommoda-  Question  of 
tion  to  be  provided,  would  you  prefer  the  district  being  divided  into  two  parts,  and  each  county  additional;  accommo- 
having  an  asylum  for  itself,  or  would  you  prefer  having  additions  made  to  this  asylum? — a on' 

I think  it  would  he  better  to  have  an  additional  building  here.  I should  state  that  we  have 
a large  building  already  that  we  have  never  used,  and  I do  not  like  contemplating  an 
extension. 

9208.  Do  you  find  the  situation  convenient  as  regards  the  whole  district? — I believe  it  is  Situation  of  Asylum, 
as  inconvenient  to  myself  as  to  any  one  else,  and  I do  not  complain. 

9209.  Has  the  Board  found  any  difficuly  in  obtaining  contracts  on  fair  terms  for  the  supply 
of  provisions  and  other  requisites  for  the  asylum? — Yes,  we  had  in  some  cases. 

9210.  Are  the  articles  supplied  by  contract? — Our  object  is  to  get  everything  we  can  by  Contractu.  • 
contract. 

9211.  Have  the  difficulties  you  refer  to  arisen  from  the  situation  of  Omagh,  or  from  other 
causes'? — No,  I do  not  think  it  is  from  any  thing  in  the  situation. 
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9212.  As  a member  of  the  .Board  of  Governors,  have  you  considered  whether  the 

attendance  of  chaplains  in  this  institution  has  been  injurious  or  otherwise? We  general! 

look  to  the  Chaplain’s  Book  on  hoard  days,  and  that  will  speak  for  itself.  ^ 

9213.  Have  any  representations  ever  been  made  to  the  Board  of  dissensions  arising 
amongst  the  inmates,  who  are  of  different  persuasions,  in  consequence  of  the  ministrations  of 
chaplains  of  the  different  religions? — No,  we  have  never  had  any  such  representations 

9214.  Is  there  any  matter  which  you  would  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
missioners ? — I think  that  there  should  be  something  defined  with  respect  to  harmless  idiots 
and  epileptics.  Speaking  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Corrigan,  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable 
if  there  could  be  some  alteration  made  in  that  respect ; because  at  present  I do  not  know 
exactly  what  class  of  cases  wc  are  bound  to  receive  here — whether  it  is  curable  or  incurable 
or  whether  wo  are  to  receive  harmless  idiots. 

9215.  Do  you  consider,  therefore,  that  the  law  should  he  more  definite  as  to  the  class  of 
cases  that  ought  to  be  received? — Yes;  and  I should  like  to  have  information  on  that  point. 

9216.  Have  you  perused  the  General  Rules  of  1843,  for  the  government  of  asylums?— -Yes. 

9217.  Do  you  observe  that  section  4 states  that  “idiots  as  well  as  lunatics,  properly  so 
called,  are  to  be  admissible  to  every  asylum,  and  so  also  are  epileptic  persons,  where  the  fits 
produce  imbecility  of  mind  as  well  as  of  body”? — Yes.  Under  our  form  of  admission  we 
find  it  very  difficult  to  decide.  I think  the  form  of  admission  should  he  drawn  up  with 
greater  stringency. 

9218.  Do  you  consider  that  harmless  incurable  cases  should  not  be  received? — Certainly 
I should  have  thought  it  was  not  the  object  to  receive  harmless  incurable  cases  here. 

9219.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  appointment  of  the  servants  of  the  institution  rests  with 

the  manager,  and  also  their  removal;  have  you  found  that  to  work  satisfactorily? The 

Board  of  Governors  found  it  necessary,  as  you  will  see  by  their  minutes,  to  make  some  little 
alteration.  Formerly  the  manager  removed  and  dismissed  servants  without  our  knowing  it, 
but  the  Board  have  latety  made  this  alteration: — “ That  in  future  any  change  made  in  the 
officers  and  servants  be  reported  at  the  next  ensuing  meeting  of  the  Governors,  and  that 
the  name,  age,  and  qualifications  of  the  new  officer  be  inserted  in  report,  and  reason  of  such 
addition  or  change.”  We  thought  it  a very  desirable  thing  to  enter  into  that  resolution. 
I formed  one  of  the  Committee  here,  with  two  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 
respecting  the  heating  of  the  institution,  and  we  went  at  some  length  into  the  domestic 
arrangements ; and  we  recommended  at  the  time  that  in  future,  where  it  was  possible,  there 
should  he  promotion  made  of  deserving  servants;  that  servants  should,  on  the  occurrence  of 
vacancies,  be  raised  to  a higher  grade.  I wished — and,  I believe,  all  the  Governors  also — 
that  employment  should  be  given  in  the  institution ; and  that,  where  it  could  be  done,  the 
manager  should  obtain  the  assistance  of  some  mechanic,  to  be  appointed  for  the  purpose, 

j who  would  teach  a trade.  We  are  also  very  desirous  of  establishing  a library,  which  we  have 
commenced,  and  we  hope  to  increase  it;  and  the  subject  of  establishing  a school  has  been 
also  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors.  It  was  thought  that  it  would  he  well  to 
have  one  of  the  officers  qualified  to  teach  a school.  I think  it  would  ho  very  desirable 
that  the  heads  of  all  the  departments  here  should  furnish  a separate  account,  and  give  it 
into  the  Board,  at  the  monthly  meeting — that  is,  that  the  housekeeper  and  steward  should 
give  in  an  account,  while  the  manager,  at  the  same  time,  should  give  a report — that  is,  that 
each  should  enter  into  details  respecting  the  matters  under  his  or  her  own  superintendence. 

Francis  Ellis,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9220  I believe  you  are  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Omagh  Asylum?— I am. 

9221-  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  constantly  attending  the  Board? — Yes,  very  regularly. 
. 9222.  Are  there  any  matters  you  would  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners.—I think  the  system  of  audit  might  he  very  much  improved.  I do  not  see  any 
: reason  why  the  audit  of  our  accounts  should  not  he  conducted  iu  the  same  way  in  which 
the  audit  of  the  Poor  Law  accounts  is  conducted  here,  by  au  officer  of  the  Government  coming 
down  half-yearly, , auditing  and  vouching  each  payment,  and  signing  an  abstract,  under  Vhich 
the  several  charges  for  the  maintenance  of  the  house  should  be  classified.  Copies  of  that 
abstract  should  he  furnished,  not  only  to  the  Executive,  hut  also  to  the  Grand  Juries  of  the 
counties,  at  their  meetings  at  each  assizes.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  a good  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  at  present  exists  amongst  the  members  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  this  county,  that, 
at  a time  when  they  are  called  upon  to  present  large  sums  for  this  establishment,  they  are 
left  totally  in  the  dark,  if  they  are  not  actually  Governors  of  the  institution,  as  to  the  way 
the  money  is  laid  out. 

9223. 1 believe  that,  under  the  present  system  of  audit,  a very  considerable  interval 
elapses  between  the  expenditure  and  the  time  of  final  audit?— A very  considerable  interval; 
and  its  being  done  in  Dublin  involves  writing  and  explanations  to  a great  extent;  and  such 
Ration3  are  not  as  easily  and  effectually  given  in  writing  as  they  could  be  viva  voce- 

9224.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  control  which  the  Privy  Council  in  Dublin  exercises 
ever  the  expenditure? — Well,  I have  never  had  any  reason  to  complain  of  their  exercising 
any  undue  control  over  the  expenditure. 

9225.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Governors;  do 
you  think  it  ought  to  be  altered  ?— No ; I think  not. 

9226.  As  regards,  the  chargeability  of  the  inmates,  and  the  mode  of  distributing  the 
charge,  do  you  consider  that  it  should  be  altered,  or  remain  as  it  is  ?— No ; I do  not  think 
it  should  be  altered . I cannot  see  the  benefit  of  raising  discussions  at  baronial  sessions,  as 
Mr.  1 orter  suggests,  with  respect  to  the  admission  or  otherwise  of  patients,  unless  you 
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give  those  bodies  the  power  of  admitting  or  rejecting  patients,  which,  I think,  would  be  very 
unadvisable. 

9227.  The  baronial  sessions  is  a body  which  has  merely  an  existence  half-yearly,  for  a few 
hours  ? — Yes ; for  a day. 

9228.  Do  you  consider  a more  extended  power  should  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Governors, 
than  they  at  present  possess,  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  or  the  expenditure 
for  such  purposes  ? — I would  not  give  the  Board  of  Governors  any  uncontrolled  power  in  the 
expenditure  of  money  on  building. 

9229.1  believe  that,  at  present,  no  local  body  has  any  control  over  such  expenditure  ? — No. 

9230.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  do  you  think  the  existing  asylum  is  adequate 
for  the  wants  of  the  district? — Yes,  I should  think  so;  though  the  numbers  have  been 
increasing  rapidly,  I think  that  it  must  come  to  a stand  still  some  time. 

9231.  Do  you  think  it  more  advisable  that  lunatics  should  be  committed,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  an  asylum,  rather  than  to  a gaol? — Certainly. 

9232.  Have  you  found  that  their  presence  in  a gaol  interferes  seriously  with  the  discipline 
of  the  gaol,  independently  of  being  injurious  to  the  patients  themselves  ? — Quite  so ; and  when 
they  come  from  the  gaol  to  this  institution,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  anything  of  their  pre- 
vious habits  or  condition ; in  fact,  we  know  nothing  of  them  when  they  come  here  from  gaols. 

9233.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients? — Certainly. 

9234.  Do  you  think  the  scale  of  payment  should  be  graduated  or  fixed? — I tliink  it  should 
be  graduated.  I think  there  are  many  people  whose  friends  could  pay  without  incon- 
venience, say  £6  a-year,  but  who  could  not  pay,  without  stripping  themselves  greatly,  £12 
a-year ; at  the  same  time,  our  means,  at  present,  of  ascertaining  how  much  a person  can  pay, 
are  merelvby  the  information  we  can  glean  from  a local  magistrate,  who  sends  the  patient  here, 
or  from  some  Governor  who  happens  to  know  the  family. 

9235.  I presume  there  is  a considerable  number  of  farmers,  who,  although  they  would  not 
be  enabled  to  pay  the  annual  sum  required  for  the  maintenance  of  their  lunatic  relatives  in 
the  asylum,  might  still  not  desire  to  see  them  received  as  paupers? — 1 think  so. 

923o.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  unfair  check  on  the  admission  of  paying  patients,  if 
they  were  all  obliged  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  maintenance,  or  else  enter  as  paupers  ? — I think 
it  would  be  no  check.  The  way  I look  at  it  is  this,  that  people  who  can  pay  a small  sum 
should  pay  it;  if  the  patient  was  not  admitted,  the  friends  would  have  to  keep  him  at  home, 
and,  perhaps,  be  obliged  to  keep  some  one  to  attend  him.  I think  it  due  to  the  institution, 
and  to  the  county,  therefore,  that  they  should  pay  something,  if  able,  for  the  maintenance 
and  treatment  of  their  relatives  in  this  place. 

9237.  And  you  think  it  should  be  left  to  the  Board  of  Governors  to  provide,  as  best  they 
could,  against  cases  being  received  upon  the  payment  of  only  £6  a-year,  who  might  be 
enabled  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  maintenance  ? — I think  so. 

9238.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  principal  officers  of  of® 

this  institution  being  appointed  by  the  Executive  Government  ? — I should  certainly  leave  the  Asylum. 

the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

9239.  With  regard  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  being  members  of  the  Board,  ex  officio; 

do  you  consider  that  advisable,  or  would’ you  be  in  favour  of  their  attending  the  Boards  ijers  0f  thc  Board. 
more  as  Poor  Law  Inspectors  attend  the  Boards  of  Guardians  ? — I have  always  supposed 
that  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  Poor  Law  Inspectors  were  in  pretty  much  the 
same  position  with  regard  to  their  different  Boards.  I rather  think  the  P oor  Law  Lispector 
is  also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  ex  officio. 

9240.  He  cannot  vote?— I have  never  known  the  Poor  Law  Inspector  to  vote  at  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  or  the  Lunatic  Asylum  Inspectors  to  vote  at  the  Board  of  Governors. 

9241.  It  is  stated  that  this  house  is  exceedingly  cold  in  winter,  and  not  properly  heated ; Tim  consumptmn  of 
have  you  over  toned  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  quantity  of  coals  consumed . 

— I have,  on  more  occasions  than  one.  _ 

9242.  Do  you  consider  that  a sufficient  supply  of  coals  is  furnished? — Certainly. 

9243.  Are  there  any  complaints  that  too  much  has  been  used? — Yes ; the  matter  has 

often  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board.  . • 

9244.  What  has  been  the  result  of  the  inquiries  made?— I was  a member  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  we  discharged  our  duty  as  well  as  we  could,  and 
we  certainly  found  that  there  was  a large  consumption  of  fuel,  both  coal  and  turf ; but  my 
own  impression  was,  that  it  was  mainly  owing  to  the  grates  being  badly  constructed,  so  that 
they  were  very  wasteful ; and  also  owing  to  a patent  cooking  apparatus  here,  lhe  liist  day 
it  was  used,  one  of  the  boilers  burst,  and  there  is  a constant  leakage  of  water  from  this  on 
the  fire,  which  renders  necessary  a greater  consumption  to  keep  up  the  steam;  in  tact,  the 
apparatus  is  almost  useless,  unless  worked  at  a cost  which  we  consider  too  great.  With 
regard  to  the  laundry,  one  reason  why  there  was  a great  consumption  of  coal  was,  that 
there  was  an  insufficient  supply  of  bedding,  and  the  beds  of  those  patients  who  wet  them  at 
night  had  to  be  dried  in  the  day,  instead  of  having  a sufficient  quantity  of  bedding  to  allow  of 
this  being  done  at  stated  times,  on  one  or  two  days  in  the  week. 
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William  Archdall , Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9245. 1 believe  you  are  a member  of  this  Board  of  Governors,  connected  with  the  county 
Fermanagh? — Yes.  , „ . . , 

9246.  Do  you  find  that  the  county  of  Fermanagh  is  generally  represented  fairly  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Board? — No. 
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9247.1s  the  proportion  of  Governors  from  the  county  of  Fermanagh  sufficient?— I 
consider  it  is. 

9248.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Governors-  do  v 

think  it  ought  to  assume  more  of  a representative  character  than  it  has  at  present? No-  I 

am  satisfied  with  its  present  constitution.  I have  heard  of  very  active  gentlemen,  who  will 
attend ; and  I think  if  the  Government  would  appoint  a new  member  now  and  then  it 
would  do  good. 

9249.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  localizing  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates 
by  fixing  it  upon  bax-onies,  instead  of  upon  the  county  at  large  ? — I would  not. 

9250.  You  do  not  desire  any  alteration  with  regard  to  the  chargeability  of  the  inmates? No 

925 1 . Do  you  consider  the  Boards  of  Governors  should  possess  greater  authority  than  thev 
have  at  present,  with  respect  to  the  erection  of  buildings  ? — No ; I do  not  think  it  necessary 

9252.  Do  you  consider  the  appointment  of  the  supei-ior  officei’s  should  be  left  to  the 
Executive  Govei-nment? — Yes. 

9253.  As  i-egards  the  inferior  officers,  are  you  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  that 

the  manager  should  appoint  and  dismiss,  and  that  the  Board  should  exercise  a control? 

I consider  the  manager  should  apply  more  to  the  Board  on  such  subjects,  and  that  the 
minute  read  by  the  llev.  Mr.  Porter  in  his  evidence,  should  be  attended  to  by  him. 

9254.  Do  you  concur  in  the  evidence  given  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  paying 
patients? — Yes;  that  they  should  pay  according  to  their  means. 

9255.  From  returns  the  Commissioners  have  l-eceived  from  the  constabulary,  it  would 
appear  that  there  are  102  lunatic  poor  at  large  in  the  county  Fermanagh,  sixty  of  whom 
are  stated  to  be  idiots,  and  forty-two  insane ; from  your  knowledge  of  the  county  Fermanagh, 
do  you  consider  that  there  is  that  number  of  lunatic  poor  unprovided  for  in  it? — No;  I°do 
not  know  one  case  of  my  own  knowledge. 

9256.  Are  there  any  cases  of  vagrant  lunatics? — Not  that  I know  of. 

9257. 1 pi-esume  no  difficulty  is  expei'ienced  in  procui-ing  admission  to  this  asylum,  there 
being  so  much  accommodation  to  spai’e  ? — Not  the  least. 

9258.  Is  it  generally  known  throughout  the  country,  that  there  is  sufficient  accommoda- 
tion here? — Quite  well  known. 

9259.  Would  you  desire  to  see  a more  regular  and  speedy  audit  of  accounts,  as  suggested? 
— Yes ; I agree  with  Mr.  Ellis,  that  it  would  be  very  useful  that  an  auditor  shoufd  attend 
here,  to  audit  the  accounts  in  the  asylum. 

9260.  Do  you  think  there  is  a sufficient  check  over  the  farm  management? — I think  not. 

9261.  Is  there  any  special  committee  of  the  Board  appointed  to  look  after  the  farming 
operations? — No. 

9262.  Thei-e  are  no  committees  at  all,  I believe,  appointed  by  the  Board,  either  for  the 
house  or  otherwise? — No;  I was  appointed  on  two  committees  for  special  purposes. 

9263.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  Inspectors  being  ex  officio  mem- 
bers of  the  Board? — I think  it  is  a proper  arrangement. 

9264.  Is  there  any  matter  to  which  you  would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sioners  ? — I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  way  in  which  the  farm 
has  been  managed  siuce  the  institution  opened.  The  quantity  of  land  attached  to  the 
institution  is  thirty  statute  acres;  and  the  quantity  under  cultivation,  quite  apart  from  that 
used  for  building  purposes,  Ac.,  is  11a.  2r.  20p.  The  printed  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  state  that,  in  the  year  1854,  there  has  been  a deficit  of  £114  5».  6r/.  on 
farming  operations  at  the  Omagh  Lunatic  Asylum ; and  that  for  the  year  1855,  there  has  been 
a deficit  of  £57  15, v.  These  are  the  only  two  reports  printed,  containing  statements  on  the 
subject.  The  grass  of  the  land  has  been  taken  by  Dr.  West,  for  which  ho  paid  £3  a-year 
for  grass  for  a cow,  and  £3  a-year  for  grass  for  another  cow,  off*  7a.  2r.  20p.  ; the  l-emaining 
four  acres  were  under  cultivation.  Dr.  West  has  siixce  given  up  the  farm,  in  accordance 
with  a resolution  of  the  Board. 

9265.  As  I understand,  you  consider  the  farm  has  been  badly  managed  during  the  two 
years  you  have  stated? — Yes. 

9266. 1 believe  a lai’ge  propoi'tion  of  the  thirty  acres  is  occupied  by  the  building,  and  the 
ground  laid  out  for  walks  ? — Yes.  What  I wish  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  is,  that  I con- 
sider Dr.  West  lias  not  managed  the  land  for  the  good  of  the  institution.  Thei'e  is  a great 
deal  of  offal,  and  Dr.  West  gave  the  Board  £1  a year  for  it.  We  took  that  into  our  own  hands, 
and  from  a report  laid  before  us  it  appeared  that  the  profit  on  account  of  pigswas  nearly  £60. 

9267.  Has  any  new  arrangement  been  made  by  which  those  evils  will  be  corrected? — Yes; 
we  wish  to  make  the  steward  attend  more  to  our  directioxxs.  It  was  stated  that  Dr.  West 
employed  the  steward  and  some  of  the  inmates  on  his  own  farm.  I have  also  to  complain  of 
bad  .management  in  reference  to  the  fuel  of  the  bouse ; since  October  last,  twenty  tons  were 
received  every  month,  except  during  one  month.  When  we  made  a calculation  on  the 
subject  we  found  that  they  could  not  consume  that,  accoi’ding  to  the  rate  at  which  they  were 
burning.  Last  board  day  we  went  into  the  laundry  and  kitchen  and  ascertained  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  that  was  put  down  each  day ; and  then  we  found  that  they  could  not  consume 
the  quantity  of  coal  we  paid  for.  It  was  stated  to  us  that  there  was  no  coal  used  in  any 
other  place,  except  in  tills  board  room.  Turf  was  also  used. 

9268.1)id  you  arrive  at  any  conclusion  with  regard  to  this  extraordinary  consumption  of 
™e“~Dr.  West  could  not  tell  us  about  it.  He  stated  he  had  no  means  of  weighing  the 
coal  when  it  came  in ; and,  owing  to  our  storekeeper  being  a man  of  extensive  business  in 
Omagh,  and  unable  to  give  his  time  to  us  when  we  required  it,  there  was  no  way  of  ascer- 
taining whether  or  not  we  received  the  quantity  of  coal  stated  to  come  in. 
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9269.  Is  not  the  correction  of  this  evil  very  much  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  itself,  by  their 
requiring  the  residence  of  the  storekeeper  and  requiring  that  a proper  account  should  be 
kept  of  all  the  articles  of  provision  and  other  matters  supplied  to  the  institution  ? — Yes,  I am 
of  that  opinion ; but  I consider  also  that  the  manager  should  give  us  his  assistance. 

9270.  From  a return  we  have  received  it  appears  that,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1856, 
there  were  about  140  tons  of  coal  burned  in  the  house ; that  would  be,  on  an  average,  about 
eleven  tons  a month : do  yon  consider  that  too  much  to  burn.  I observe  also  in  the  return 
there  were  8,108  boxes  of  turf:  how  many  boxes  of  turf,  would  you  say,  were  equi- 
valent to  a ton  of  coal  ? — I cannot  answer  that.  The  last  board  day  we  made  a calculation, 
and  we  found  they  could  not  use  more  than  2 tons  and  1 1 cwt.  of  coal  during  the  week, 
whereas  we  have  been  receiving  twenty  tons  a month.  What  I particularly  find  fault  with 
is  the  management  of  the  farm  heretofore.  The  steward  is  now  more  under  the  control  of 
the  Governors,  and  I consider  he  is  doing  better. 


Omagh  District 
Asylum. 

William  Archdall, 
Esq.,  j.p. 


Francis  John  West , Esq.,  m.d.,  further  examined  on  oath. 


F.  J.IVest,  Esq.,  m.i>. 


9271.  I thought  I understood  from  an  answer  you  gave  to  a question  I put,  that  you  had  A small  farm  lield 
no  occupation  beyond  that  of  resident  manager  of  this  institution.  It  is  stated  to  us  that  you  b7  Manager, 
hold  a small  farm? — I thought  your  question  had  reference  to  professional  occupation; 

I hold  three  acres  of  land  outside  the  walls  of  the  asylum. 

9272.  It  has  been  stated  that  you  hold  that  quantity  of  land,  and  that  the  steward  of  the  occasional  employ- 

institution,  as  well  as  the  inmates,  are  employed  doing  work  for  you? — Yes,  that  has  been  ment  of  steward  and 
done  by  permission  of  the  Inspector,  whenever  those  persons  had  nothing  to  do.  jtorae  mmatesuP°a 

9273.  What  authority  has  the  Inspector  to  give  permission  of  that  nature? — I am  not 
aware.  I asked  the  Inspector,  in  case  the  patients  had  nothing  else  to  do,  could  I get  them 
to  do  what  I wanted  upon  the  land,  which  is  in  a sheltered  place.  My  object  was  to  get  my 
own  cows  out  of  this  place. 

9274.  Was  that  a mere  conversation  with  the  Inspector  or  a written  permission? — A con- 
versation. He  gave  me  an  instance  where  it  had  been  done  before  in  Carlow. 

9275.  Has  the  horse  connected  with  the  asylum,  belonging  to  the  Governors,  ever  beeu  Horse  labour  on  the 
employed  on  your  farm  ? — This  season  the  steward  was  in  a great  hurry  in  getting  out  earth, 

and  he  told  me  that  if  I would  hire  a horse  and  lend  it  to  him,  he  would  repay  me  by  lending 
me  the  asylum  horse,  if  I wanted  it.  I hired  the  horse  for  him,  and  paid  three  shillings  a 
day  for  four  or  five  days.  He  was  to  make  a return  to  me  for  that  with  liis  horse. 

9276.  I presume  the  hire  of  the  horse  was  not  charged  to  the  institution? — No,  I paid  it 
out  of  my  own  pocket. 

9277.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to  have  the  cost  of  any  extra  work  required  to  be 
done  on  the  farm  charged  to  the  account  of  the  farm,  so  as  to  let  the  whole  transaction  appear 
before  the  Board  of  Governors? — It  never  occurred  before. 

9278.  Have  you  on  any  other  occasion  made  use  of  the  labour  of  the  inmates  or  servants 
of  the  institution  for  your  own  private  purposes  ? — Never. 


9279.  Is  there  any  communication  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Co 
reference  to  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — I wish  to  make  but  one  observat 
respect  to  the  provisional  reception  of  lunatics.  I consider  it  is 


The  Hon.  Andre*  3.  Stuart,  J.F.,  u.,  sworn  and  emmined.  aaSS.t.ii. 

i would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners,  with 
rvation,  which  is  with 

respect  to  the  provisional  reception  of  lunatics,  i consider  it  is  very  hard  when 
lunatics  are  brought  here,  with  papers  regularly  signed,  for  Dr.  West  to  send  them  away  day3> 
between  the  board  days ; when  he  does  admit  such  cases,  the  admissions  are  generally  con- 
firmed on  the  next  board  day;  but  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  ability  of  patients 
to  pay  any  thing  for  their  support.  What  I would  suggest  is,  that  they  should  be  received 
on  board  days,  when  we  might  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  what  they  could  pay,  if  any- 
thing— that  is,  with  regard  to  cases  generally.  . „ 

9280.  Are  you  aware  the  Privy  Council  Regulations  contemplate  the  reception  of  cases 
between  board  days,  when  they  are  specially  urgent? — I was  not  aware  of  that. 

9281.  Tlie  physician  is  bound  to  state  on  the  face  of  the  order  of  admission  the  ground  on 
■which  he  acted  in  a case  of  urgency,  is  that  usually  done  ?— We  are  not  aware  of  that  here. 

9282.  Has  it  become  the  practice  generally  to  admit  cases  on  days  that  are  not  board, 
days  ? — They  are  frequently  admitted  between  board  days.  I think  there  were  five  or  six 

admitted  previous  to  the  last  board  day  and  since  the  preceding  one.  . . _ _ . ..  t 

9288.  Is  your  opinion  favourable,  on  the  whole,  to  the  admission  of 
Quite  so.  I quite  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  here  on  the  subjec  . e^r i e,i  •_ 

admitted  to  the  asylum  the  patients  must  be  supported  at  home,  and  I do  not  see  why  th  it 

respect  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board  jgg-* * 

might  he  left  to  the  executive  also? — Yes.  . , . . , P v . 

9286.  You  are  acquainted,  of  course,  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  havmg  reference  to 

the  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics  to  gaol  ? — Yes.  . . _ t,  Pommittai  of  lunatic 

9287.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  a sufficient  mvestigatioii  of  those  < y a3  dangerous, 

men  previous  to  their  committal?-I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  at  all ; I rather  think 

not— I rather  think  the  patients  merely  break  windows,  or  do  something  of  the  kind,  and 
then  are  sent  to  gaol  as  violent  lunatics,  and  they  are  transferred  here.  3 G 2 
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Facility  of  access  to 
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Number  of  Protest- 
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Refusal  of  Board  to 
supply  requisites. 


Necessity  for  Chap- 


Rev.  J.  Mitchell. 
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mates at  worship. 


Regulation  as  to 
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week  days. 


Rev.  Patrick  Magee. 

The  Roman  Catholic 
Chaplain. 


Attendance  ofRoman 
Catholic  inmates  at 
divine  worship. 


The  Rev.  Richard  Meade  Swift , sworn  and  examined. 

9288.  Are  you  chaplain  to  this  institution  since  its  opening? — Yes. 

9289.  When  you  became  chaplain  were  you  made  acquainted  with  the  number  of  inmates 

belonging  to  the  Established  Church? — I do  not  think  the  numbers  were  given  to  me  but 
they  attended  chapel.  ’ 

9290.  You  mean  that  those  whom  it  was  considered  might  properly  attend  were  allowed 
to  attend? — Yes. 

9291.  Were  you  given  the  names  of  the  members  of  your  persuasion  in  the  asylum? N0 

9292.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  admission  to  those  belonging  to 
your  persuasion? — No.  At  times  there  was  a difficulty  about  the  hours.  At  one  period  I 
was  restricted  to  before  twelve  o’clock. 

9293.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  what  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  Established  Church 
attend  divine  -worship  ? — About  thirty  or  forty. 

9294.  Are  they  generally  orderly? — Extremely  so. 

9295.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching  to  them? — Yes,  I am. 

9296.  Do  you  find,  from  your  communication  with  the  members  of  your  church,  that 
many  of  them  are  sufficiently  sane  to  be  enabled  to  benefit  by  the  instructions  which  you 
give  ? — Decidedly. 

9297.  Do  you  find  many  of  them  so  intelligent,  with  respect  to  religious  matters,  that  they 
would  feel  they  were  deprived  of  very  great  comfort  if  they  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
attending  divine  worship  ? — Certainly. 

9298.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  institution  on  week-days  ? — I am. 

9299.  And  of  communicating  individually  with  the  inmates  ? — I am. 

9300.  Are  you  supplied  by  the  Board  with  Bibles  and  such  other  books  as  you  may  desire 
for  the  use  of'  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  ? — Yes,  Bibles  and  prayer-books. 

9301.  Is  there  any  other  matter  to  which  you  would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
missioners ? — I applied  to  the  Board  at  one  time  for  requisites  which  I considered  necessary, 
and  they  were  refused ; we  have  since  been  obliged  to  dispense  with  them. 

9302.  What  were  the  requisites  you  referred  to  ? — I asked  for  a surplice  and  for  elements 
to  administer  the  sacrament. 

9303.  Have  the  elements  not  been  furnished? — They  have  not;  on  some  occasions  I have 
had  them  from  Dr.  West,  who  has  kindly  afforded  them  at  his  own  cost. 

9304.  From  your  experience  as  chaplain,  since  the  opening  of  this  institution,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  the  services  of  chaplains  are  properly  required  in  lunatic  asylums  ? — I think  a 
lunatic  asylum  would  be  a plague  spot  upon  earth  if  religion  was  excluded. 

The  Rev.  J.  Mitchell,  sworn  and  examined. 

9305.  Have  you  been  the  Presbyterian  chaplain  of  this  institution  since  its  opening?— 
I have. 

9306.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  Presbyterian  inmates  are  enabled  to  attend  your 
worship  on  Sundays  ? — I believe,  about  thirty. 

9307.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  is  that  number? — We  have  over  forty  Presbyterians 
in  the  house. 

9308.  Do  you  find  that,  for  the  most  part,  they  are  sufficiently  sane  to  benefit  by  your 
ministrations  ? — A good  number  of  them  arc. 

9309.  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  communicating  individually  with  them? — Yes;  I 
visit  here  in  the  week. 

9310.  Do  you  find  many  of  them  on  those  occasions  in  a state  of  mind  to  communicate 
with  you  on  religious  matters? — I find  several  of  them  so  fitted. 

9311.  Have  you  had  every  facility  afforded  you  for  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as 
chaplain? — Every  facility,  with  the  exception  of  what  the  Rev.  Mr.  Swift  referred  to.  I 
understand  we  are  restricted  by  the  Board  to  three  hours  of  the  dav,  and  we  are  altogether 
excluded  on  Saturday.  I would  wish  to  encounter  every  inconvenience,  so  far  as  regards 
myself,  if  it  was  considered  for  the  good  of  the  institution.  No  reason  has  been  assigned  for 
confining  us  to  those  three  hours,  and  sometimes  it  is  an  inconvenience : for  example,  if  I 
was  visiting  a member  of  my  congregation  in  this  district,  it  might  then  be  convenient  for 
me  to  call  in  here. 

. 9312.  Am  I to  understand  that  there  are  three  fixed  hours  of  the  day  within  which  the 
visits  of  the  clergymen  must  take  place  ? — So  I understand ; and  I have  endeavoured  to  act 
up  to  it. 

9313.  Is  that  the  same  three  hours  for  all? — I believe  so.  The  regulation  is  for  week 
days,  and  not  for  Sundays.  I would  not  complain  of  it  if  any  alteration  of  the  arrangement 
would  interfere  with  the  management  of  the  house,  or  with  the  duties  of  the  manager. 

The  Rev.  Patrick  Magee , sworn  and  examined. 

9314.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  as  clergyman  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  this  institution  ? — I have. 

oai  ^ose  behalf? — On  behalf  of  the  parish  priest,  who  is  the  Chaplain. 

” th  ' ^°r  ^°W  have  you  been  attending  this  institution? — About  a year  and  three 

Q5ift"naTe  Yon  attended  regularly  during  that  period? — Yes;  always  on  Sundays. 

o3i n rm  ^ou  attend  on  week  days  also? — Occasionally  on  week  days.  , 

9319.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion  are  enabled  to 
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attend  service  on  Sunday  ? — Some  days,  I think,  we  have  had  more  than  eighty  or  ninety. 
I think  we  may  have  had  100  on  some  occasions. 

9320.  Do  you  knowhow  many  Roman  Catholic,  inmates  there  are  altogether? — Not  being 
the  regular  chaplain,  I never  made  inquiries  on  the  subject;  I merely  come  here  to  dis- 
charge the  duties. 

9321.  Are  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  who  attend  at  worship  orderly  in  their  conduct? 
—Very  much  so. 

9322.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching? — Seldom.  I give  prayer  and  say  mass,  and  I 
am  afforded  an  opportunity  of  talking  to  them  privately  if  I wish. 

9323.  Are  you  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  a great  number  of  them  are 
in  that  state  of  mind  that  they  can  profit  by  instruction? — I abstain  fi-om  instruction,  not 
because  of  its  being  a burden  to  me,  but  because  I am  under  the  impression  that  by 
giving  instruction  to  them  in  a body  it  might  confuse  them.  I talk  to  them  individually. 

9324.  Do  you  think  a large  number  of  them  are  enabled  to  benefit  by  religious  ministra- 
tions ? — Many  of  them  are  enabled  to  benefit  by  it.  To  some  it  is  very  useful,  and  relieves 
them  very  much. 

9325.  Are  you  supplied  with  what  you  require  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  service? — 
No ; I never  made  application  for  them. 

9326  Are  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  supplied  with  religious  books  ? — Yes ; they 
have  Bibles  and  prayer-books. 

9327.  Is  there  any  other  matter  connected  with  your-  duties  you  would  wish  to  refer  to  ? 
— No;  only  that  I was  obliged  to  abstain  from  coming  here  as  often  as  I should  wish, 
because  of  the  restriction  referred  to.  It  would  be  a great  convenience  not  to  have  that 
restriction,  as  I cannot  always  come  at  the  appointed  horns. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Hudson , sworn  and  examined. 

9328  How  long  have  you  been  matron  of  this  asylum  ? — Since  the  asylum  was  opened. 

9329  Do  you  visit  the  female  side  of  the  house  daily? — Yes,  several  times  in  the  day. 

9330.  Do  you  ever  visit  the  male  side? — Yes,  occasionally. 

9331.  Do  you  consider  you  have  general  charge  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  house  ? — Yes,  I do. 

9332.  Are  the  female  inmates  employed  to  any  extent  ? — All  that  can  be  employed  are 
engaged  in  cleaning,  or  otherwise. 

9333.  Do  you  superintend  the  laundry  department? — Yes. 

9334.  Arc  you  enabled  to  make  up  all  the  female  clothing  in  the  house? — Yes. 

9335.  And  the  shirting  for  the  men  ? — Yes. 

9336.  By  whom  are  the  supplies  of  material  received:  by  you  or  the  storekeeper? — I 
receive  the  materials  for  the  female  clothing. 

9337.  Direct  from  the  contractor  ? — Yes. 

9338.  When  the  articles  are  made  up  do  you  return  them  into  store  to  the  storekeeper  ? 
— No,  I keep  them  myself. 

9339.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  storekeeper  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  these  articles, 
or  the  materials  for  making  up  the  articles,  of  dress  in  the  female  department  ? — N o. 

9340.  You  superintend  the  kitchen  department  too,  I presume? — -Yes. 

9341.  What  means  of  amusement  or  occupation  have  you  for  the  female  patients,  beyond 
needlework  and  attendance  upon  the  house  or  kitchen  ? — They  have  books  and  newspapers, 
and  walking,  and  occasionally  they  have  a dance. 

9342.  Have  you  a sufficient  number  of  female  attendauts  under  your  control  for  the  duties 

to  be  performed  ? Well,  there  are  sufficient  nurses,  but  we  are  short  of  other  servants  for 

keeping  this  large  house ; there  is  a very  great  deal  of  trouble  about  it. 

9343.  It  has  been  stated,  that  patients  give  considerable  assistance  to  the  nurses? — Yes. 

9344.  When  you  have  occasion  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  any  of  the  nurses,  do  you 
make  your  complaint  to  the  manager? — Yes. 

9345.  Have  you  any  power  of  removing  the  nurses  yourself? — No. 

9346  Have  you  ever  had  any  difficulty  in  getting  a female  servant  removed,  when  you 
found  removal  necessary? — No. 

9347.  Are  you  consulted  in  any  way  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  female  servants  to  be 
employed  ? — I am. 

9348.  Are  there  any  servants  brought  into  the  institution  occasionally  for  temporary 

purposes  ? Only  in  case  of  illness ; in  cases  of  fever,  two  or  three  times,  a poor  woman  was 

brought  in  to  attend  the  patients. 

9349.  Do  the  attendants  sleep  in  the  wards? — Yes. 

9350.  I believe  you  keep  the  instruments  of  restraint? — Yes. 

9351.  Do  you  ever  allow  them  to  be  used  -without  communicating  with  the  manager?— 

Yes,  I do;  when  I see  they  are  tearing  their  clothes,  and  that  I feel  quite  sure  they  cannot 
do  without  restraint.  . . , .... 

9352.  Do  you  keep  the  instruments  of  restraint  that  are  in  use  on  the  male  side  as  well. 
—I  do;  that  is,  the  jacket,  or  the  strait-waistcoat,  is  always  in  store;  it  is  never  given  out 
except  by  the  doctor’s  orders. 

9353.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  leaving  those  instruments  of  restraint  in  the  hands  of 
the  servants  for  any  length  of  time  ? — No. 

9354.  Is  there  any  statement  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  r — No. 
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Londonderry,  28th  May,  1857. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Londonderry  District  Asylum. 

William  Hogan,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9355.  Have  you  been  long  connected  with  the  Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum? 

As  resident  physician,  since  February  last,  and  as  assistant  physician  for  five  years  before. 

9356.  The  manager  whom  you  succeeded  was,  I believe,  a non-professional  person? — Yes 
a non-professional  person. 

9357.  From  the  experience  which  you  have  had,  as  visiting  physician  of  the  institution 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  managers  of  these  institutions  being  medical 
men  ? — Well  I think  it  is  advisable  they  should  be  medical  men. 

9358.  Have  you  made  any  particular  arrangement  with  the  visiting  physician  as  to  the 
division  of  duties  between  you? — We  came  to  no  mutual  agreement;  hut  we  understand 
each  other,  without  any  explanation  between  us,  that  we  shall  both  attend  to  the  patients 
according  as  we  see  them.  The  question  of  the  division  of  duties  has  never  been  mooted 
between  us. 

9359.  The  duties,  however,  which  you  have,  strictly  speaking,  to  perform,  are  duties  for 
which  the  late  manager  would  be  competent,  the  Privy  Council  regulations  not  providing 
for  the  manager  discharging  any  medical  duties? — Exactly. 

9360.  Practically,  what  occurs  when  a patient  is  received  into  the  institution — is  the  case 
considered  jointly  by  you  and  the  visiting  physician  ? — I see  the  case  myself  first  and  form 
my  own  opinion  of  it,  but  when  the  visiting  physician  comes  I always  direct  his  attention  to 
the  case,  and  we  consult  together  respecting  it. 

' 9361.  With  whom  is  it  considered  the  responsibility  of  treating  the  case,  with  regard  to 

insanity,  rests? — I would  consider  myself  responsible  for  the  treatment;  of  course,  I would 
ask  the  visiting  physician’s  opinion  when  he  came  and  saw  the  ease ; we  would  consider  all 
the  points  connected  with  it,  but  I would  consider  myself  the  party  responsible. 

9362.  Supposing — as  is  possible,  but  not  probable,  perhaps — that  you  and  the  visiting 
physician  would  not  agree  as  to  the  treatment  that  should  be  adopted,  whose  opinion  should 
prevail  ? — I would  say  the  opinion  of  the  resident  physician ; the  man  who  has  the  case  under 
his  constant  charge,  from  hour  to  hour,  if  necessary,  is  the  proper  person  to  judge  of  the 
treatment  for  it,  rather  than  the  visiting  physician,  who  sees  the  patient  only  three  times  a 
week.  The  case,  for  instance,  might  not  be  in  the  same  condition  in  three  hours  after  the 
visiting  physician  saw  it,  and  a change  of  treatment  might  ho  required ; and  if  I thought  so,  I 
would  direct  the  change. 

9363.  Do  you  consider  that  a physician  in  general  practice  outside  the  asylum  has  an  ad- 
vantage, in  the  treatment  of  ordinary  bodily  disease,  over  a medical  man  whose  attention  is 
confined  to  the  care  of  lunatics  in  an  asylum  ? — He  decidedly  lias. 

_ 9364.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  ordinary  diseases  of  lunatic  patients  which  would 
give  any  advantage,  in  the  medical  treatment  of  them,  to  a person  more  conversant  with 
the  patients  ? — Except  that  a lunatic  patient  might  not  he  able  to  explain  his  condition,  and  a 
person  seeing  him  often,  such  as  .the  resident  physician,  might  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  that  condition  by  the  expression  of  his  face  and  by  other  means. 

9365.  Previously  to  your  appointment  there  was  no  medical  person  resident  at  all  in  the 
institution? — None. 

9366.  Is  there  not  a risk  of  an  accident  suddenly  occurring  in  an  asylum  that  would 
require  immediate  medical  attendance  ? — Yes,  and  it  has  occurred.  There  is  a case  mentioned 
in  my  own  report  this  year  of  a person  choked  while  eating ; an  operation  might  have  been 
required  on  the  man’s  throat  which  none  hut  a medical  man  could  have  performed.  The 
patient  died.  The  manager  was  in  the  house  at  the  time,  and  saw  the  patient  before  he 
died,  but  of  course  was  not  able  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  relieve  him. 

9367.  This  asylum  is,  I believe,  at  present  merely  for  the  counties  of  Londonderry  and 
Donegal?— Yes. 

9368.  It  appears,  from  returns  before  the  Commissioners,  that  the  majority  of  the  cases  in 
the  asylum  is  from  Donegal  ? — Yes,  there  is  a considerable  majority  at  present  and  always 
has  been. 

9369.  Does  that  arise  from  the  population  of  Donegal  being  larger? — Partly,  and  partly 
because,  I think,  there  are  more  insane  amongst  the  lower  classes  in  Donegal  than  in  Derry. 
I have  no  statistical  returns  to  depend  upon  in  giving  that  answer,  but  that  is  my  opinion. 

9370.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what  might  be  the  cause  of  the  particular  pre- 
valence o£  insanity  in  Donegal  ? — I think  it  is  attributable  to  the  prevalence  of  want  tor  a 
long  series  of  years  amongst  the  poorer  classes  there,  and  their  breeding  in  and  in,  which  in 
the  course  of  years  causes  degeneration. 

9371.  Does  that  intermarrying  arise  from  the  situation  of  the  county? — I think  so,  par 

cularly  on  the  sea-coast.  _ , . , 

9372.  How  long  is  it  since  the  county  of  Tyrone  was  detached  from  this  district?— 1 1 n > 
about  four  years  ago. 
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9373.  Are  you  aware  how  many  patients  were  removed  on  that  occasion  to  the  asylum  at 
Omagh  ? — I think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  sixty-seven. 

9374.  Were  the  vacancies  created  in  this  asylum  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  county  Tyrone 
lunatics  filled  up? — They  were  very  soon  filled  up. 

9375.  Wore  they  filled  up  from  the  workhouses,  or  from  the  general  population  of  Derry 
and  Donegal? — Some  of  the  patients  came  from  workhouses  and  a great  many  from  the 
gaols ; avc  had  a good  many  from  Lifford  gaol. 

937(3.  Are  there  still  a great  many  applications  for  admission  awaiting  the  consideration 
of  the  Board?— No;  wc  have  not  a great  many  at  present;  I think  we  have  not  more  than 
half  a dozen  for  next  hoard  clay. 

9377.  From  returns  we  have  received  it  would  appear  that  some  of  the  workhouses 
in  the  district  contain  a large  number  of  lunatics.  In  the  Londonderry  workhouse  there 
were,  on  the  1st  of  January,  thirty-six  patients,  twelve  of  whom  were  stated  to  be  maniacs. 
Are  there  any  applications  for  admission  now  before  the  Board  from  that  workhouse  ?— 
None. 

9378.  Have  you  frequently  applications  from  the  workhouses  in  the  county  Donegal  for 
the  admission  of  patients? — No  ; not  from  the  workhouses. 

9379.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  sending  lunatics  back  to  workhouses  although  they  should 
not  be  cured  ? — Yes  ; we  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  so. 

9380.  What  is  the  course  pursued? — The  visiting  physician  and  mj'self  examine  the 
patients  whom  we  think  could  bo  removed ; by  direction  of  the  Board  we  write  to  the 
masters  of  the  workhouses,  stating  we  have  so  many  patients  that  we  think  can  be  returned 
and  who  could  be  kept  in  idiot  wards. 

9381.  That  is  your  course  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  cases  sent  originally  from  these 
workhouses? — Yes;  sent  from  the  district  to  which  the  workhouse  belongs. 

9382.  You  have  no  power  of  transmitting  lunatics  to  workhouses,  and  it  rests  with  the 

Board  of  Guardians,  you  are  aware,  to  say  whether  they  will  admit  them  ? If  the  parties 

were  set  down  at  the  workhouse  gate,  as  destitute  paupers  from  that  union,  the  Guardians 
have  not  the  power  to  refuse  admission  ; I think  that  is  the  case,  but  I may  not  be  right  in  the 
opinion. 

9383.  Practically,  is  any  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  the  admission  of  patients  to 
workhouses,  who  are  considered  by  the  authorities  here  fit  for  removal? — Practically  there 
is  no  difficulty. 

9384.  What  class  of  cases  do  yon  remove? — Perhaps  idiotic;  at  least  quiet  and  harmless 
cases,  such  as  are  not  liable  to  recurring  attacks  of  acute  mania. 

9385.  Are  epileptic  cases  sent  to  workhouses  ? — No;  wo  would  not  advocate  the  sending  of 
epileptic  cases  to  workhouses. 

9386.  Arc  cases  of  idiocy  received  here  ? — Yes.  The  Governors,  however,  do  not  like  to 
receive  them,  as  they  occupy  places  which  might  otherwise  he  available  for  curable  cases; 
but  still  they  do  admit  such  cases. 

9387.  Do  you  consider  a workhouse  a fit  place  for  the  class  of  cases  you  speak  of,  and  that 
they  will  be  properly  taken  care  of  in  it? — I do  not  think  it  is  a fit  place  for  them. 

9388.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Derry  workhouse? — Very  well. 

9389.  Do  you  know  what  the  arrangements  are  there  for  lunatic  paupers? — Yes;  they 
have  wards  for  lunatic  paupers — for  a certain  number  of  idiots  and  lunatics  who  are  not 
dangerous.  If  a patient  becomes  dangerous  in  the  workhouse,  an  application  is  made  here 
for  his  admission,  and  it  is  generally  granted. 

9390.  The  attendants  upon  those  unfortunate  people  in  the  workhouses  are,  I believe,  always 
paupers  ? — Yes,  always  paupers. 

9391.  Are  they  likely  to  afford  that  proper  and  kind  attention  which  lunatics  require? — 
No ; I do  not  think  they  are  well  suited  for  that  purpose. 

9392.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  lunatic  ward  in  the  Derry  workhouse  is  in  any  degree 
used  for  a certain  class  of  patients  labouring  under  disease? — That  I cannot  say. 

9393.  What  information  do  you  get  with  the  cases  that  come  from  the  workhouses : do 
you  receive  as  full  a history  of  the  cases  as  you  do  with  respect  to  the  ordinary  admissions  ? 
—We  do  not. 

9394.  Do  you  find  inconvenience  to  arise  from  your  not  getting  these  details? — There  is 
an  inconvenience,  but  the  details  connected  with  the  cases  may  not  be  known  to  the 
parties  in  the  workhouse. 

9395.  Is  there  the  same  deficiency  of  information  with  regard  to  cases  coming  from  gaols  ? 
— A much  greater  deficiency;  in  fact,  we  receive  no  information  at  all  with  gaol  cases. 

9396.  How  long  have  you  known  cases  to  be  detained  in  gaols  ? — Personally,  I have  known 
them  to  betwo  years  and  upwards  in  the  gaol. 

9397.  Has  that  long  stay  in  the  gaol  arisen  from  the  inability  of  tlie  Governors  of  this  asylum 

to  receive  them  here,  or  from  a delay  in  the  making  of  the  application  for  admission  ? — 
Occasionally  from  want  of  room  to  receive  them  here,  and  occasionally  from  the  length  of  time 
elapsing  before  the  application  of  the  governor  of  the  gaol  for  transmission  to  this  asylum 
was  attended  to.  ' 

9398.  Do  you  receive  paying  patients  in  this  asylum? — No;  notin  the  usual  acceptation 
of  the  term ; we  have  a few  pensioners  whose  pensions  go  for  tlieir  support  in  the  asylum ; 
*hat  is  the  only  class  of  paying  patients  we  have. 

$399.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Board  do  not  approve  of  the  admission  of  patients 
who  are  able  to  pay  for  their  maintenance? — I do  not  mean  to  convey  that;  tire  Board 
seem  to  think  they  have  not  the  power  to  admit  paying  patients. 
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9400.  They  consider  the  institution  was  established  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic  poor9 
— Yes,  for  the  lunatic  poor. 

9401.  What  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  law  sanctioning 
the  admission  of  paying  patients  to  this  asylum  ? — My  own  opinion  is,  that  if  they  pay  the 
average  cost  for  the  maintenance  of  the  patients  they  should  be  admitted ; and  as  these 
asylums  arc  at  present  constructed,  I think  such  paying  patients  should  be  treated  in  all 
respects  like  the  other  patients. 

9402.  You  speak  of  patients  whose  friends  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  in  pri- 
vate asylums  ? — Yes ; patients  whose  friends  cannot  pay  above  a certain  sum ; I would  say 
that  such  a class  of  patients  should  certainly  be  admitted  into  this  asylum. 

9403.  Have  you  any'-  cases  now  in  the  asylum  of  parties  whose  friends  you  consider  would 
be  able  to  nay  for  their  maintenance? — Yes,  there  are. 

9404.  What  has  led  to  their  admission? — They  generally  belong  to  the  class  of  farmers 
in  a small  way,  and  they  have  been  admitted  upon  their  friends  stating  they  were  unable  to 
provide  means  for  keeping  them  elsewhere.  They  call  them  paupers  in  the  affidavit,  and 
such  being  the  case  they  are  admitted.  Some  of  the  Governors  are  frequently  aware,  with 
respect  to  particular  cases,  that  the  families  of  the  persons  are  not  able  to  maintain  them  in 
private  asylums. 

9405.  The  Governors  do  not  consider  that  the  law  allows  them  to  take  payment,  and  at 
the  same  time  they  consider  that  persons  belonging  to  a class  of  farmers  who  would  not  be 
able  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their  lunatic  relatives  in  private  asylums  should  be 
admitted  ? — That  is  the  way  the  matter  is  situated.  There  are  patients  here  -whose  friends 
could  pay  a small  sum  towards  their  maintenance,  but  who  could  not  pay  for  them  in  a pri- 
vate asylum. 

9406.  Supposing  the  law  distinctly  allowed  the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  tins  insti- 
tution, is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sum  should  be  fixed,  say  the  average  cost  of  maintenance, 
or  that  the  charge  should  vary  according  to  the  means  of  the  parties  ? — As  the  house  is  at 
present  constructed  I would  not  advocate  such  persons  paying  a larger  sum  than  the  cost  of 
maintenance ; if  they  did  pay  a larger  sum  you  could  not  treat  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other  patients. 

9407.  My  question  did  not  contemplate  their  paying  a larger  sum  in  any  case? — Then  I 
would  have  a fixed  sum;  that  sum  to  be  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

9408.  It  appears  by  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received  that  you  have  a very 
large  proportion  of  probably  incurable  cases  in  the  institution,  162  out  of  209? — Yes;  the 
number  is  somewhat  larger  at  present. 

9409.  Do  you  find  that  to  be  an  increasing  class? — It  would  increase  very  rapidly  did  we 
not  keep  it  down  by  transmitting  cases  to  the  workhouse  each  year. 

9410.  Do  you  consider  this  asylum  is  at  present  adequate  for  the  wants  of  the  two  counties 
forming  the  district? — It  is  not  at  all  adequate. 

_ 9411.  Have  you  ever  considered  in  what  way  additional  accommodation  could  be  best  pro- 
vided ? — Yes ; since  I came  here  I have  been  looking  over  the  different  plans  that  were  mooted 
last  year  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  this  house. 

9412.  Have  you  found  amongst  them  any  plan  which  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
adopt? — Well,  I think  one  of  the  best  plans  would  be  the  erection  of  a separate  building  in 
the  upper  farm  for  chronic  cases.  I would  have  this  building  so  that  it  could  be  used  for 
recent  cases. 

9413.  The  upper  part  of  the  farm  you  refer  to  issepaxuted  from  the  present  asylum  grounds 
by  the  high  roacl  ? — Yes. 

9414.  Does  any  inconvenience  arise  from  the  patients  having  to  cross  the  road? — Occa- 
sionally there  has  been  an  inconvenience,  such  as  a patient  making  his  escape,  but  that  lias 
occurred  very  seldom. 

9415.  Could  water  be  readily  obtained  on  the  high  ground  you  refer  to  ? — Yes,  it  could; 
the  town  tank  is  higher  and  would  afford  a good  supply. 

9416.  How  many  acres  of  ground  are  there  in  that  detached  portion? — Fifteen  statute 
acres. 

9417.  In  the  event  of  the  plan  you  recommend  being  carried  out,  the  chronic  cases  would 
still  have  intercourse  with  the  other  patients  engaged  working  on  the  farm  ?- — Yes. 

9418.  You  do  not  contemplate  any  thing  more  than  additional  accommodation  being  pro- 
vided by  that  enlargement? — Just  additional  accommodation.  ...  , 

9419.  Would  any  considerable  economy  arise  from  having  that  new  institution  on  the 
same  grounds,  though  detached  from  the  present  building? — No;  on  the  contrary,  you 
would  have  to  double  your  laundry  staff  and  your  kitchen  staff. 

9420.  The  other  officers,  yourself,  for  instance,  and  the  visiting  physician,  would  still  nave 

charge  of  the  whole  institution? — Yes.  . , 

9421.  With  that  exception,  the  additional  officers,  and  servants,  and  arrangements  wo 

be  the  same  as  for  a new  and  distinct  asylum  ? — They  would  in  a great  degree,  according 
to  the  number  of  patients  you  would  have  to  put  there.  . , 

9422.  Do  you  think  a separate  laundry  would  be  necessary? — As  this  asylum  is  arrange 

it  would  be  necessary ; the  laundry  is  hardly  large  enough.  . j 

9423.  You  consider  the  present  laundry  would  not  be  large  enough  for  the  increas  ^ 

number  of  patients  ? — It  would  not ; however  the  greater  part  of  the  washing  of  this  o 
might  be  done  in  the  upper  laundry.  , 

9424.  What  number  of  patients  do  you  consider  might  be  fairly  placed  under  the  c § 
of  one  resident  manager  and  physician  like  yourself? — Well,  when  the  number  gets  a o 
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250  it  is  very  hard  to  superintend  them.  We  have  209  at  present.  The  house  being  only  Lohdondebbt. 

two  stories  high  it  is  very  easy  to  superintend,  but  a three  story  house  is  very  hard  to  

superintend.  Londonderry  District 

9425.  Additional  difficulties  would  arise  in  superintending  a detached  buildino- across  the  w 
road?— Not  much  difficulty;  the  cases  would  be  employed  all  day,  and  they  would  be  under  gan,q',M'D' 
a head  keeper. 

9420.  You  do  not  contemplate  the  imbecile  or  incurable  cases  being  kept  there?— The  The  distribution  of 
imbecile  cases  I would  keep  here;  I consider  chronic  and  incurable  cases  the  same,  and  I cases  in  the  two 
do  not  like  to  call  them  incurable.  establishments. 

9427.  If  it  would  be  your  object  to  make  this  asylum  a curative  hospital,  would  not  your  J^e'cnilceurablc;  the 
keeping  the  imbecile  cases  here  interfere  with  that? — Those  imbecile  cases  are  very  useful. 

Many  such  cases  are  able  to  work  and  do  what  they  are  told  as  well  as  sane  persons.  They 
do  a great  many  things  far  better  than  sane  persons.  They  will  do  the  dirty  work  of  the 
place  more  easily  than  any  sane  keeper,  and  they  are  very  glad  to  bo  so  employed. 

9428.  Putting  out  of  consideration  for  a moment  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  Derry 
asylum,  and  the  nature  of  the  premises,  what  is  your  opinion,  generally,  as  to  the  advisability 
or  otherwise  of  placing  incurable  cases  in  a totally  distinct  asylum,  say  some  miles  distant 
from  the  curative  establishment? — Does  your  question  go  so  far  as  to  imply  havino-  no 
incurable  cases  in  the  curative  establishment? 

9429.  I,  first  of  all,  refer  to  the  separating  of  ft  large  class  of  incurables  ? — I think  it  could  Advantage  of  placing 

be  advantageously  done,  as  in  that  case  it  would  tend  to  relieve  tire  workhouses  and  gaols  of  in^^arate  froU'ld' 
a greater  number  of  patients.  " separa  u rom 

9430.  Do  you  think  it  might  be  calculated  to  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  cases  which, 
although  there  was  no  probable  hope  of  their  cure,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  might  be  injured 
by  the  idea  that  they  were  removed  to  what  might  be  regarded  as  a condemned  institution  ? 

— I would  not  call  ft  an  asylum  for  incurables,  I would  call  it  an  asylum  for  chronic  cases 

cases  of  a certain  number  of  years  standing. 

9431.  If  the  proposed  separate  institution  for  such  cases  were  removed  from  the  existing 
asylum  altogether,  would  it  ho  as  likely  to  command  as  much  care  and  attention  from  the 
Governors  of  this  establishment  as  would  be  given  to  the  curative  establishment? — I think 
it  would.  I think  the  Governors  of  this  institution  would  give  as  much  attention  to  it  as 
they  do  to  this.  It  is  not  so  much  the  curability  of  the  patients  they  are  interested  in  as 
the  working  of  the  asylum. 

9432.  My  question  has  reference  to  the  fact  of  the  inmates  of  the  second  institution 
being  a hopeless  class  ? — It  would  not  interfere,  I think,  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Governors. 

9433.  I believe  nothing  has  been  determined  on  as  to  the  manner  in  winch  tho  additional 
accommodation  is  to  be  provided? — No  decision  has  been  come  to  yet. 

9434.  Besides  an  addition  being  made  to  this  institution,  or  the  erection  of  a distinct 
house  in  the  upper  grounds,  have  any  other  schemes  been  advocated? — The  building  of  a 
separate  asylum  for  Donegal  has  been  advocated  very  strongly. 

9435.  Has  such  a scheme,  as  a previous  question  of  mine  referred  to,  of  providing  in  a 
separate  institution  for  chronic  cases  been  under  consideration? — Not  to  my  knowledge.  It 
has  not  been  under  consideration  in  that  form. 

9436.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  regular? — Very  good  indeed.  Attendance  of 

9437.  Has  there  been  any  failure  of  a meeting  in  consequence  of  a quorum  not  assembling  ? Governors. 

— I never  knew  it  to  occur. 

9438.  Is  the  attendance  more  particularly  from  one  county  than  from  the  other? — Well, 

I think  it  is  pretty  equal  from  both.  Derry  is  better  situated  for  attendance,  but  the 
Donegal  gentlemen  are  very  regular  in  their  attendance  here. 

9439.  Is  the  proportion  of  Governors  from  the  two  counties  fair  as  regards  the  population 
and  the  value  of  property  ? — I think  Derry  is  too  much  in  the  minority  at  present.  It  sends 
only  twenty  Governors,  while  there  are  twenty-six  for  Donegal. 

9440.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  attend  the  Board  frequently  ? — Within  the  Attendance  of 
last  two  or  three  years  they  have  been  very  frequent  in  their  attendance.  Dr.  Nugent  was  -Inspectors, 
here  four  times  last  year. 

9441.  Is  there  an 'apothecary  attached  to  the  institution?— Yes.  _ Apothecary. 

9442.  Are  the  medicines  used  purchased  by  the  Governors,  or  supplied  by  an  apothecary, 
and  compounded  by  him? — They  are  purchased  by  the  Governors,  and  compounded  here 
by  the  apothecary. 

9443.  Is  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  resident? — Yes.  _ Clerk  and.  Store- 

9444.  Your  matron  has  been  recently  appointed? — Yes,  she  has  been  recently  appointed,  keeper. 

9445.  Is  the  number  of  attendants  sufficient  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Matron;  the 

house?— Yes.  . servants‘ 

9446.  Do  you  find  the  wages  given  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  proper  attendants  ? 

—We  have  a very  intelligent  class  of  servants  at  present,  particularly  on  the  male  side. 

9447.  Is  there  any  examination  as  to  their  proficiency  in  reading  and  writing  before  they 
are  employed  ? — I have  made  no  rules  myself  on  the  subject,  not  having  occasion  to  get  an 
attendant  since  I came  here,  but  I will  make  it  a point  that  all  head  attendants  will  be  able 
to  read  and  write.  All  who  are  here  at  present  can  do  so. 

9448.  Is  there  any  system  of  rewards  for  good  conduct? — Yes;  they  get  a guinea 
premium  each  in  December,  provided  the  manager  recommends  them  to  the  Board  for  it. 

9449.  Who  appoints  the  servants  of  the  establishment?— The  resident  physician.  Appointment  and  * 

9450.  Does  he  do  so  without  any  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Board  ? — Well,  I believe  dismissal  of  servant*, 
the  Board  have  never  interfered  in  the  appointments. 

3 H 
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9451.  Do  the  Board  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of  approval? — I do  not  think  it  has 
ever  been  brought  before  the  Board,  servants  change  so  often ; sometimes  a servant  will  rive 
notice  to  leave. 

9452.  Does  the  removal  of  servants  rest  also  with  the  resident  physician? Yes-  of 

course  if  a servant  conceives  tliat  he  is  unjustly  treated,  he  lias  the  power  of  appealing  to 
the  Board. 

9453.  Do  you  keep  the  Daily  Statement  Book?— I do. 

9454.  Arc  the  cases  of  restraint  regularly  entered  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book? They  are. 

9455.  In  what  manner  do  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  any 
matter  to  which  you  desire  to  call  their  attention? — In  the  memorandum  of  the  business  of 
the  Board  for  the  day. 

9456.  Are  all  those  representations  in  writing? — Yes,  in  writing;  and  I also  give  a report 
for  the  month  of  the  state  of  the  house,  the  health  of  the  inmates,  and  any  tiling  I consider 
is  worth  making  a remark  upon.  The  report  is  read  to  the  Governors. 

9457.  Is  that  a report  merely  from  tlic  resident  manager,  or  a joint  one  from  him  and  the 
visiting  physician  ? — The  visiting  physician  writes  out  one  for  himself  also. 

9458.  Are  trades  taught  to  any  of  the  inmates  ? — None  are  taught.  A great  many  of 
them  exercise  the  trades  they  have  been  employed  at  outside,  such  as  slioemakinf  and 
weaving.  The  inmates  are  chiefly  agricultural  labourers. 

9459.  Is  there  any  tailoring  done  in  the  house? — We  have  no  tailors  at  present  in  the  house. 

9460.  Is  the  repair  of  clothes  and  so  on  done  by  a hired  tailor? — It  is  done  by  a hired 
tailor.  There  used  to  be  a patient,  a tailor,  who  could  work  at  such  things ; we  have  not 
one  who  can  do  so  now. 

9461.  Are  you  aware  whether  tailoring  lias  ever  been  taught  in  the  house? — I do  not 
think  it  has  ever  been  taught  here. 

9462.  Besides  being  engaged  at  agricultural  labour,  the  male  patients  are  chiefly  employed 
in  cleaning  the  house? — There  are  sixteen  employed  in  cleaning  the  house,  and  generally 
thirty-three  to  thirty-five  employed  upon  the  farm;  sometimes  more  and  sometimes  less, 
according  to  the  state  of  mind  of  the  parties. 

9463.  On  the  female  side,  the  patients  seemed  to  he  generally  employed  in  the  various 
pursuits  enumerated  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book,  needlework,  knitting,  spinning,  in  the 
laundry,  &c.? — Yes. 

9464.  Is  the  female  clothing  made  up  in  the  house  ? — It  is  all  made  up  in  the  house. 

9465.  And  the  male  shirting? — Yes,  and  the  male  shirting. 

9466.  Have  you  any  books  tor  the  use  of  the  patients? — There  are  very  few  at  present. 
I had  a large  quantity  of  the  Illustrated  London  News,  which,  when  I came  here,  I 
distl’ilmted  through  the  wards.  That  is  the  only  sort  of  reading  they  seem  to  care  about 
There  are  a few  books  of  light  reading. 


9467.  Is  there  any  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  able  to  read  and  write  ?•— A good 
many.  We  have  got  thirteen  well  educated,  sixteen  who  can  read  and  write  well,  seventy- 
four  read  and  write  indifferently,  forty-two  read  only,  fifty-two  cannot  read  or  write. 

Hours  of  going  to  9468.  What  do  the  patients  do  on  the  long  winter’s  evenings  ? — The  agriculttmd  labourers 

bed  and  rising.  are  so  wearied  in  the  long  winter’s  evenings,  that  they  go  to  bed  after  supper,  so  that  we  have 
no  occasion  to  think  of  amusements  for  them.  They  all  go  to  bed  at  six  in  the  winter,  and 
they  rise  at  seven  in  the  winter  and  at  six  in  the  summer. 

9469.  Then  they  are  thirteen  hours  in  tlieir  cells  in  winter  ? — Nearly. 

9470.  Arc  those  cells  very  well  ventilated  ? — They  are  not  well  ventilated. 

The  supply  of  water.  9471.  Is  the  supply  of  water  in  the  establishment  generally  sufficient  ? — Not  during  the 

summer  months ; it  is  good  during  the  winter.  We  have  three  modes  of  supplying  water  at 
present,  namely,  a tank  at  the  back  of  the  house,  which  is  supplied  by  the  surface  water  of  the 
farm  above,  a well  in  the  yard,  and  a well  in  front  of  the  house.  In  summer,  the  surface  water 
fails  us,  and,  therefore,  the  tank  becomes  dry.  Attached  to  the  well  in  the  yard,  is  a force- 
pump,  which  forces  the  water  up  into  a tank ; hut  in  the  latter  end  of  the  summer  this  well 
also  goes  dry ; consequently,  then,  we  liavc  no  water,  except  what  is  derived  from  the  well 
in  front  of  the  house ; that  is  insufficient,  and  therefore,  we  are  obliged  to  convey  in  water 
carts  daily,  all  the  water  required  for  the  institution,  amounting  to  4,000  gallons  a day.  I 
mentioned  this  to  the  Board,  and  stated  that  I thought  the  Corporation  could  supply  us  from 
their  tank  which  is  on  a higher  level  than  the  house.  By  their  direction,  I wrote  to  the 
Corporation  on  the  subject  and  received  an  answer  that  they  were  willing  to  supply  us 
with  4,000  gallons  a-day  for  £46  a-year.  It  seems  a large  sum,  £46  a-year ; but  considering 
that  at  that  time  they  have  themselves  but  little  water  in  their  tank,  it  is  not  relatively  a 
large  sum.  The  matter  is  at  present  in  abeyance,  and  the  labour  of  pumping  is  so  severe 
upon  the  lunatics,  particularly  upon  washing  days,  which  occur  three  times  a week,  that 
they  very  often  refuse  to  perform  the  labour.  From  morning  to  night  the  force-pump  must 
be  going  to  supply  water  upon  washing  days. 

9472.  ‘Would  not  the  severity  of  the  labour  prevent  you  from  employing  the  lunatics  at 
it? — W e cannot  help  it ; we  must  employ  them  at  it.  It  is  the  chronic  cases  we  make  work. 

9473.  It  is  very  hard  labour  for  them? — Yes;  it  is  very  hard  labour  indeed,  and  they 
object  to  it  themselves  and  get  cross.  The  supply  of  water  from  that  source  too  is  also  very 
uncertain. 

The  Resident Physi-  9474.  Is  not  the  subject  to  he  considered  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — It  will  be,  I am 

cianan  e . gUre.  There  is  one  suggestion  I would  like  to  throw  out  with  respect  to  the  farm.  I “ink 

it  is  hardly  fairto • the  resident  physician,  to  expect  that  he  should  be  responsible  for  having 
the  profifs  pf  the  farm  always  as  large  as  they  were  under  the  former  manager.  I personally 
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know  nothing  of  the  farm,  and  I must  he  guided  by  the  man,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  actinc 
under  the  late  manager,  with  respect  to  the  rotation  of  crops. 

94 >5.  I understand  you  to  mean,  that  if  the  new  arrangement  of  having  a medical  man 
as  manager  were  carried  out,  there  should  be  a revision  of  the  duties  respecting  the  manage- 
ment of  the  establishment? — Certainly. 

9476.  Is  there  .any  portion  of  this  asylum  which  is  not  used:  I refer  to  the  lower  apart- 
ments ?— There  are  apartments  not  occupied  by  the  patients,  but  they  are  used  in  other 
respects : for  instance,  we  have  them  for  coal  cellars  and  carpenter's  shop  and  other  such 
purposes. 

9477.  Were  those  _ apartments  originally  intended  for  the  use  of  the  patients  ?— Yes ; 
according  to  the  original  plan  of  the  house* 

9478.  Were  they  found  to  be  useless  ?— They  were  dark  and  gloomy,  so  that  you  could 
not  put  patients  into  them. 

9479.  Have  you  any  other  occupation  except  that  of  manager  of  this  institution  ?— No 
other  occupation. 

9480.  Are  there  any  games  or  amusements  provided  for  the  patients? — Chiefly  hall- 
playing; that  is  the  only  amusement  we  find  suited  for  the  class  of  patients  who  come  in 
here.  They  are  never  acquainted  with  any  games  such  as  drafts  or  chess.  There  are  vexy 
few  inclined  toi’ead  entertaining  hooks.  The  females  have  a dance  every  evenin <t.  One  of 
the  patients  plays  the  violin,  and  three  or  four  times  a-year  there  is  a mixed  ball,  which 
they  seem  to  enjoy.  It  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  manager.  The  Governors  have  directed 
parties  to  be  given  in  the  year,  and  the  manager  generally  gives  three  at  his  own  expense 
and  at  his  own  option. 

9481.  No  doubt,  you  attach  importance  to  the  amusement  and  occupation  of  the  minds 
of  the  patients  ? — V ery  great  importance. 

94S2.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilation? — No  further  than  openings  from  the 
sleeping  rooms  communicating  with  the  galleries. 

9483.  Is  that  found  sufficient? — Quite  sufficient.. 

9484.  Is  the  heating  of  the  asylum  effective? — We  have  no  heating  apparatus  for  the 
sleeping-rooms ; the  day -rooms  are  heated  by  fires. 

9485.  Are  they  sufficieixtly  warm  in  the  winter? — Sufficiently  so,  by  giving  them  good 
bedding.  I have  never  seen  any  incoxiveniencc  arise  fx*om  want  of  artificial  heating. 

9486.  Was  there  not  an  attempt  made  at  one  time  to  heat  the  apartments  by  artificial 
means  ? — Y es ; about  ton  or  twelve  years  ago,  when  the  plaxx  adopted  was  in  its  iixfancy.  They 
tried  to  heat  the  house  by  means  of  hot  water  pipes,  but  the  pipes  were  made  too  small,  and 
it  has  not  been  tried  for  nine  years.  They  are  in  danger  from  the  way  they  are  at  present. 

9487.  Have  you  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Board? — I have,  in  my  last 
report. 

9488.  Do  you  find  that  the  coiridors  are  much  used  by  the  patients  in  the  winter  ? — Tkeyare. 

9489.  Are  they  sufficiently  warm? — Yes;  for  those  who  move  about. 

9490.  Ai’e  there  any  fireplaces  in  the  coi’i’idors? — Yes;  but  they  have  not  been  used  for 
some  years. 

9491.  Is  the  supply  of  bedding  sufficient? — Very  good,  and  quite  abundant.  The  Gover- 
noi’s  are  always  most  anxious  to  supply  that  when  required. 

9492.  Is  the  house  lighted  with  gas? — Yes. 

9493.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  in  the  various  wards  ? — No ; we  are 
obliged  to  carry  hot  water  to  the  wards  from  the  laundry. 

9494.  Are  there  lavatories  in  the  wards? — None.  The  matter  is  at  present  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Governors. 

9495.  How  many  baths  are  there  in  the  institution  ? — There  are  only  two  bath-rooms. 

9496.  Are  they  in  the  corridoi's,  or  in  detached  buildings? — In  the  yard,  detached  from 
the  house  entirely. 

9497.  Could  a patient  be  removed  to  a bath  without  being  carried  in  the  open  air  ? — No  ; 
hut  we  have  movable  wooden  baths,  which,  of  course,  you  put  into  any  _ part  of  the  house. 

9498.  Where  do  the  patients  ordinarily  wash  ? — Indeed,  they  are  obliged  to  wash  in  the 
day-rooms  in  a tub. 

9499.  Are  measures  in  progress  to  improve  the  washing  arrangements? — Yes;  the  question 
of  building  lavatories  is  being  considered  by  the  Board. 

9500.  tou  have  stated  there  is  no  supply  of  hot  water  laid  on  in  the  building? — There 
is  not. 

9501.  Has  the  supply  to  be  brought  from  the  laundry  or  the  kitchen? — It  has  to  be 
carried  in  tubs  from  the  laundry. and  kitchen;  from  whichever  can  supply  most  at  the  time. 

9502.  Are  there  any  watei'-closets  in  the  establishment  for  the  use  of  the  inmates? — 
Not  for  the  use  of  the  inmates. 

9503.  Arre  there  privies  in  the  yard? — There  are  privies  in  the  yai'd. 

9504.  Is  there  any  inconvenience  experienced  as  regards  cleansing  them  ? — Not  particu- 
larly, from  the  plan  we  adopt.  Trucks  on  four  wheels  are  used.  They  are  placed  under 
the  seats  and  removed  each  morning. 

9505.  Is  the  sewerage  in  good  order? — No.  ...  . 

9506.  Are  there  measures  in  progi’ess  to  improve  it? — It  is  difficult  to  manage  it.  The 
sewers  are  generally  too  small,  and  they  have  been  built  on  a wrong  principle. 

9507.  Do  the  patients  dine  in  their  separate  day-rooms,  or  is  there  a general  dining-room? — 
In  their,  separate  day-rooms.  We  have  no  room  here  sufficient  to  dine  all. 

9508.  What  classification  are  you  enabled  to  make  of  the  inmates? — I am  enabled  to 
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Londonderry.  divide  them  into  four  classes  on  each  side— the  noisy  and  refractory,  the  imbecile  and  epileptic, 

the  quiet  and  orderly,  and  the  moderately  tranquil. 

Londonderry  District  95q9  jjow  many  airing  courts  have  you?— Four  airing  courts. 

Asylum.  $510.  Are  the  four  in  general  use?— Yes;  except  one  on  the  female  side,  -which  is  not  of 

W.  Rogan.Esq.,  m.d.  uge  We  find  one  airing  court  large  enough  for  two  of  the  classes— the  imbecile 

iarmgcom-tsj  out-  and  ep;leptiC  and  the  noisy  and  refractory. 

9511.  Are  the  offices  attached  to  the  house — the  laundry,  and  the  storehouse,  and  so  on— 
sufficiently  large  for  the  requirements  of  the  institution? — Yes;  at  present  they  are  quite 
large  enough. 

Scliool  instruction.  951 2.  I suppose  there  is  no  school  in  the  asylum ?— There  is  no  school. 

9513.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  having  instruction  given  in  this 
institution  merely  as  a means  of  occupation? — Well,  for  the  few  who  could  take  advantage 
of  it,  it  mi  "lit  he  of  use;  hut,  indeed,  they  are  generally  so  indifferent  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind  that  I do  not  think  it  would  he  of  much  service  to  the  generality  of  the  patients. 

Divine  worship ; 9514.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  divine  worship? — We  have  the  attendance  of  three 

advantage  of  having  chaplains  every  Sunday — the  Established  Church,  the  Presbyterian,  and  the  Roman  Catholic. 
Chaplains.  9515.  Is  there  any  place  of  worship  in  the  asylum? — No  particular  place  of  worship. 

9516.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service? — We  use  the 
day-room  on  the  male  side  for  early  service  when  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  attends,  and 
the  day-room  on  the  female  side  for  the  other  denominations. 

9517.  I believe  there  were  not  always  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution? — There 

have  been  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution  for  a great  deal  longer  period  than  I 
remember.  . . 

951.8.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  having  chaplains  attached 
to  an  institution  of  this  kind? — I think  it  a very  decided  advantage;  very  much  so,  indeed. 

9519. 1 believe  that  was  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  former  manager  ?— Yes,  it  was. 
There  are  many  patients  here  to  whom  it  would  he  a great  infliction  to  deprive  them  of  the 
opportunity  of  attending  divine  service. 

9520.  What  is  the  proportion  of  the  inmates  as  regards  religion?— We  have  about  143 
Roman  Catholics,  forty-one  Presbyterians,  and  twenty-three  Episcopalians. 

No  Teliglous  excite-  9521.  Have  you  found  that  any  excitement  is  caused  amongst  the  inmates  of  those  differ- 
patie™CmSSt  ent  persuasions  in  consequence  of  the  attendance  of  chaplains  in  the  asylum?— Not  the 
slightest  of  any  sort. 

9522.  Do  you  find  their  attention  being  called  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  at  other  times, 
perhaps  individually,  by  the  chaplains  to  religious  matters  has  led.  to  any  excitement 
amongst  the  patients? — Not  the  slightest. 

Privy  Council  9523.  Are  you  aware  of  the  Privy  Council  regulations  with  reference  to  the  admission  of 

Chapia!ns.S  M t0  chaplains  ? — Yes ; we  have  a copy  of  them  here. 

9524.  Do  you  consider  they  afford  sufficient  security  for  the  ministrations  of  the  clergy- 
men not  being  given  in  cases  where  they  might  be  injurious? — I think  they  do. 

9525.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  to  arise  under  the  existing  rules? — Never. 

Visits  of  Inspectors.  9526.  How  frequently  do  the  Inspectors  come  to  the  institution? — I see  by  a return  I 
made  a few  days  ago  that  Dr.  Nugent  was  here  four  times  last  year,  and  I think  three  times 
the  year  before. 

9527.  You  mean  here  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  asylum? — Yes,  for  inspecting  the 
asylum. 

Privy  Council  9528.  Have  you  found  that  any  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  surveillance  which  the 

toe101  °f  expendi*  Privy  Council  exercises  over  the  expenditure — has  any  delay  been  occasioned? — I have 
never  experienced  any  inconvenience  myself  from  it  during  the  short  time  I have  been 
here.  I have  had  no  great  experience  yet  of  the  financial  matters  connected  with  the  house, 
except,  indeed,  that  I had  a letter  yesterday  from  the  Audit  Office  requesting  to  know  why 
they  had  not  got  an  abstract  of  the  Governors’  accounts,  and  requesting  to  know  when  they 
might  expect  it ; now,  that  abstract  I sent  off  to  the  Privy  .Council  on  the  1 9th. 

The  system  of  audit.  9529.  Does  the  audit  by  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  take  place  immediately  after  the 

expenditure,  or  is  it  usual  ror  a long  period  to  elapse  ? — A long  period  of  time  elapses  before 
the  audit  takes  place.  We  get  queries  now,  in  1857,  connected  with  accounts  sent  forward 
in  1854,  1855,  and  1853.  The  last  queries  were  in  reference  to  accounts  of  1854  and  185o- 
Infirmniy  vraxds ; 9530.  Are  there  infirmaries  attached  to  this  institution? — There  are  infirmary  wards 

Mrmary!  °f  ^ used  as  such,  hut  we  cannot  afford  to  use  them  exclusively  as  infirmaries.  The  sick  are 
separated  by  a movable  screen  from  those  who  are  invalids,  and  the  position  of  the  screen 
varies  according  to  the  number  of  sick.  The  sick  are  not  treated  in  their  separate  cells. 

9531.  Have  you  a nurse  attending  the  infirmary  wards? — Yes.  _ . 

9532.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a distinct  building  for  an  infirmary. 

I do  not.  T am 

9533.  Are  yon  favourable  to  the  treatment  of  the  sick  in  a separate  placer — les;  1 a 

decidedly  favourable  to  their  treatment  in  an  infirmary.  , . 

9534.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  insane  who  become  sick  could  not  be  as  well  treate 

a cell  as  in  an  infirmary  ward  ? — I think  they  cannot.  The  disadvantage  in  the  *° 
case  is  that  the  sick  insane  person  in  a cell  must  be  under  the  care  of  keepers  who  are  n 
entrusted  with  the  sick  alone,  and  who  have  other  duties  to  perform,  and  therefore  tue  si 
must  in  a great  degree  be  neglected.  . ,,  ? j 

9535.  Are  there  any  disadvantages  in  relation  to  the  want  of  warmth  in  the  ceJ  *• 
think  it  would  not  be  wise  to  have  sick  patients  treated  in  their  own  cells  on  account  o 
want  of  artificial  heat 
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9536.  Are  you  of  opinion  the  insane  sick  require  as  many  appliances  and  comforts  as  the  Londonderry. 

sane? — I would  say  they  require  more.  

9537.  You  have  stated  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  manager  of  a lunatic  asylum  Dindonderry  District 

should  be  a medical  man? — I think  he  should.  ,,r  _ J' ^ ' 

9538.  Are  you  of  opinion,  on  general  principles,  without  alluding  to  this  particular  insti-  M'  °°,an’ 
tution,  that  there  should  be  any  defined  rule  as  to  the  respective  duties  of  the  manager  and  ini^Phy^idans ; 'S1 
visiting  physician ? — I think  that,  as  far  as  the  medical  question  is  concerned,  their  duties  definition  of  their 
should  be  co-equal ; but  of  course,  on  any  non-medical  question,  the  resident  physician  should  resPectlve  duties-  ■ 
have  the  entire  control.  That  would  be  the  only  rule  I would  make  on  the  subject — that  their 

medical  duties  should  be  co-equal. 

9539.  If  co-equal,  how  would  you  prevent  their  clashing?— There  would  be  difficulty  with 
respect  to  that. 

9540.  With  whom  do  you  think  the  final  responsibility  should  rest  with  regard  to  the  sick 
of  the  institution  ? — Certainly  with  the  resident  physician. 

9541 . W ould  you  think  it  desirable,  in  case  there  was  a resident  physician,  that  there  should  A Visiting  Physician 

still  be  attached  to  the  asylum  a visiting  physician  ? — I would  think  It  desirable.  po=itioiiC  5 hlS 

9542.  Would  you  have  him  as  an  ordinary  attendant,  or  as  a kind  of  consulting  physician ‘ 

— I would  have  him  as  an  ordinary  attendant,  attending  on  stated  days  in  connexion  with  the 
resident  physician,  proceeding -with  him  to  see  the  medical  cases. 

9543.  You  would  not  have  him  called  in  merely  at  the  option  of  the  resident  physician,  but 
would  have  him  a regular  visitant  upon  a fixed  salary? — Yes;  I would  have  him  a regular 
visitant  upon  a fixed  salary. 

9544.  Why  do  you  prefer  the  latter  arrangement? — I think  if  the  entire  responsibility 
was  thrown  upon  the  resident  physician  of  calling  in  a consultant  whenever  he  thought 
necessary  the  Governors  of  the  institution  might  consider  that  he  called  him  too  often,  and 
fearing  this  the  manager  might  not  wish  to  call  him  in  as  often  even  as  it  was  necessary. 

I think  it  would  be  putting  the  manager  in  an  invidious  position. 

9545.  Have  you  any  padded  rooms  in  the  asylum  ? — None.  No  padded  rooms ; 

9546.  Would  you  think  them  desirable? — I would  wish  we  had  two,  one  on  each  side,  the  instruments  of 
I would  think  them  desirable  from  wliat  I have  seen  elsewhere. 

9547.  What  instruments  of  restraint  have  you? — A strait  waistcoat,  and  a strap  that  fastens 
the  ancles  together,  and  the  strap  that  goes  across  the  waist  to  prevent  a person  from  getting 
out  of  bed. 

9548.  Who  keeps  these  instruments  of  restraint? — There  is  a place  in  each  division  in 
which  they  are  kept,  and  whenever  a patient  requires  any  l’estraint  of  the  kind  he  is  put 
into  the  donnitoi’y  or  the  cell,  and  the  resident  physician  is  sent  for  by  a keeper ; and  the 
instruments  of  restraint  are  never  put  on  unless  the  resident  physician  orders  it  to  be  done. 

The  keeper  has  the  key  of  the  place  in  which  they  are  kept. 

9549.  Areyouawarc  of  the  Privy  Council  Orders  on  the  subject? — No ; lam  notawareof  any 
order  on  the  subject.  [The  witness  is  referred  to  the  regulation  on  the  subject.]  Now  that  I 
see  the  rule,  I must  say  that  1 would  not  xxndcrstand  it  as  conveying  that  the  manager  should 
have  the  instruments  of  restraint  in  bis  personal  charge — that  is,  under  his  own  lock  and  key. 

9550.  If  they  are  not  under  his  own  lock  and  key,  what  guarantee  has  he  that  the  keepers 
‘may  not  use  them  without  permission? — The  resident  physician  is  constantly  going 

about  the  house,  and  if  he  finds  a marr  under  restraint  whom  Ire  has  not  ordered  to  he  placed 
in  that  condition  he  would  dismiss  the  keeper  at  once,  and  the  fear  of  dismissal  prevents  tire 
keepers  using  those  instruments  without  authority. 

9551.  What  is  the  arrangement  for  informing  the  visiting  physician,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visits,  of  tire  persons  who  have  taken  ill  during  his  absence? — If  I am  not  present  there 
is  a slip  of  paper  put  into  the  prescription  hook  stating  the  names  of  the  persons  requiring 
Iris  attendance. 

9552.  The  visiting  physician  attends  three  times  a week? — Yes;  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

Barnwell  Peter  White , Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9553.  How  long  have  you  been  attached  to  this  institution? — Two  years  and  nine  months, 
as  visiting  physician. 

9554.  You  'have  heard  the  statement  of  Dr.  Hogan  as  regards  tire  manner  in  which  you 
and  he  discharge  tire  duties  of  your  respective  offices? — Yes. 

9555.  Do  you  concur-  in  that  statement? — Yes;  I do  t&  a certain  extent.  Since  he  came 
in  charge  we  have  had  no  serious  illness  in  the  house. 

9556.  Do  you  consider-  that  your  respective  duties  require  a more  accurate  definition? — 

I think  they  do ; I think  they  should  he  strictly  defined.  _ UUIWMOU  Ui 

9557.  Supposing  the  law  to  be  altered  and  to  require  in  every  case  what  practically,  of  late  respective  duties, 
years,  has  been  done,  that  the  manager  of  the  institution  should  be  a medical  man,  what  line 

of  distinction  would  you  draw  as  to  their  respective  duties  ? — W ell,  I should  say  the  ordinary 
bodily  diseases  should  he  treated  by  the  visiting  physician  and  the  management  or  treatment 
of  the  insanity  should  he  particularly  left  to  the  resident  physician,  and  that  occasionally  he 
should  require  the  opinion  of  the  visiting  physician  on  particular  cases. 

9558.  Would  you  allow  the  resident  physician,  without  any  appeal,  a complete  control 
and  responsibility  as  regards  the  moral  treatment  of  the  patients  for  insanity  ? — Well,  not 
complete  control,  but  general  control. 

9559.  Then  how  far  would  you  allow  the  visiting  physician  to  interfere  in  the  treatment 

of  insanity? Well,  in  the  case  of  a person  who  is  very  ill  I think  it  should  be  Iris  duty  to 

call  the  attention  of  the  visiting  physician  tb  such  a case  and  have  his  advice  respecting  it. 

9560.  You  mean  the  case  of  a person  labouring  under  acute  mania? — Precisely. 
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Londonderry  9561.  With  whom  do  you  consider  that  the  responsibility  of  treatment  should  rest  in  such 

- ; ’ a case? Well,  so  far  as  the  treatment  of  insanity  goes,  I should  say  with  the  resident 

Londonderry  District  meciica|  man  as  being  constantly  on  the  spot. 

As,jl'im_  9562.  You  consider  that  if  the  doctors  differed  his  opinion  should  prevail?— Well,  lie 

WMte  EsqF,e2fD.  should  have  more  experience  in  the  management  of  insane  persons,  and  I should  he  inclined 
Hesponsibility  of  to  defer  to  his  opinion  in  reference  to  their  treatment,  unless  there  were  very  strong  reasons 
medical  treatment,  why  I should  hold  an  opposite  opinion. 

9563.  Practically  do  you  consider,  if  there  was  a resident  physician,  having  the  duties  you 
have  stated,  and  a visiting  physician  to  attend  to  the  bodily  disease  and  to  he  a sort  of  con- 
sulting physician  upon  all  the  cases  of  insanity,  that  any  occasion  would  he  likely  to 
arise  upon  which  a difference  of  opinion  would  take  place? — There  probably  woidd.  That 
would  depend  upon  the  good  sense  of  the  parties. 

Dysenteric  disease.  9564.  I believe  there  has  not  been  any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  prevalent  in  the 
house  to  any  extent  since  your  appointment? — Strictly  speaking  there  has  not.  There  was 
a good  deal  of  dysenteric  disease  two  winters. 

*9565.  At  the  time  the  dysenteric  disease  prevailed  were  the  patients  treated  in  their  sepa- 
rate cells  or  in  infirmary  -wards? — Some  were  treated  in  their  respective  cells,  and  others 
were  treated  in  the  wards.  Some  dysenteric  patients,  owing  to  the  effluvia,  1 was  often 
obliged  to  remove  to  separate  cells. 

Arrangements  for  9566.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick 
tbesick.  patients,  or  do  you  consider  that  an  infirmary  is  required? — Well,  I should  like  to  have 

separate  wards  for  sick  patients.  Under  our  present  arrangement  there  are  healthy  patients 
sleeping  in  the  hospital  ward,  and  I would  prefer  having  a ward  altogether  for  the  sick. 

9567.  When  patients  are  treated  in  their  separate  cells  are  those  cells  provided  with  the 
proper  appliances? — Well,  they  have  no  additional  appliances  beyond  what  they  contain  at 
present.  They  have  no  more  heating. 

9568.  Are  there  no  tables  or  night-chairs?— Oh,  yes;  they  would  he  provided  with  night- 
chairs  and  with  a table,  if  necessary. 

9569.  Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  that  patients  can  be  as  well  looked  after  in  sepa- 
rate cells  by  the  attendants  as  in  an  infirmary? — Well,  I would  think  not.  At  night  the 
night-nurse  might  or  might  not  look  after  a person  in  a separate  cell  as  well  as  in  a ward 
where  there  were  several  sick  persons,  and  where  she  would  be  kept  more  alive  to  her  duties. 

Large  proportion  of  9570.  You  are  aware  of  the  large  proportion  of  incurable  cases  in  this  institution? — 
incurable  casea.  Yes 

9571.  Have  you  found  that  that  proportion  has  had  a tendency  to  increase? — Rather. 
There  is  a tendency  to  the  accumulation  of  such  cases  in  an  institution  of  this  sort. 

9572.  There  having  been,  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  162  probably  incurable  cases,  out  of 
the  total  of  209  in  the  institution,  the  opportunities  which  this  hospital  affords  for  relieving 
acute  cases  can  only  he  made  available  when  cured  cases,  which  form  a small  minority,  are 
sent  out  of  the  asylum,  or  incurable  cases  are  sent  home  or  to  the  workhouse? — Only  in 
those  events. 

9573.  Pro  ta/i/o,  as  a curative  hospital,  the  accommodation  which  this  asylum  affords  is 

very  limited? — Yes ; but  I have  taken  great  pains,  since  I came  here,  to  get  removed  out  of 
the  house  all  who  are  incurable,  and  harmless  or  idiotic — to  have  them  sent  either  to  their 
friends,  who  could  care  them,  or  to  the  workhouse  as  paupers,  and  under  those  circum- 
stances no  case  has  been  kept  out  of  the  house,  even  in  a single  instance,  I believe,  for  the  last 
two  years  and  a-lialf.  _ _ 

A^lumaccommoda  9574.  Do  you  think  that  the  asylum  is  at  all  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  district? — For 
tion.™1  acconimo  a‘  curable  cases,  unless  that  plan  was  pursued,  scarcely  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  district. 
Lunatics  in  work-  9575.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Derry  workhouse? — I am. 

houses.  9576.  By  a return  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  it  appears  that  there  were 

thirty-six  insane  persons  in  that  workhouse  on  the  1st  January,  twelve  of  whom  were 
maniacal  ? — Yes. 

9577.  Do  you  consider  a workhouse  a proper  place  for  the  detention  of  such  cases?  It 
is  as  well  as  can  he  for  those  who  are  idiotic  and  quiet.  Some  chronic  cases  are  pretty  well 
off  in  it  too,  but  it  is  very  unsuitable  for  cases  having  any  tendency  to  violence. 

9578  Do  you'"' think  that  harmless  lunatics  are  likely  to  .'be  annoyed  or  molested  m an 
institution  of  that  kind? — Well,  I have  not  known  such  to  be  the  case.  I have  known  tne 
Derry  workhouse  for  many  years,  being  the  medical  officer  of  it,  and  I have  not  known  tha 
to  occur.  ' 

Question,  of  admit-  9579.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  district  generally,  do  you  consider  there  is  any 

pwonent611*8  &r  considerable  class  of  the  population  who  are  unable  to  provide  for  their  friends  in  pnva  e 
institutions,  and  to  whom  it  would  he  a great  object  to  get  them  into  this  asylum  a a 
reduced  rate  of  payment  ? — I do.  There  is  a very  large  class  to  whom  it  would  be  a grea 
object  to  get  their  lunatic  relatives  admitted  here  for  a small  payment.  . . ,. 

9580.  When  parties  are  unable  to  pay  the  full  amount,  do  you  find  that  there  is  an  in 
position  to  send  their  lunatic  friends  here  as  paupers  ? — Yes ; it  is  very  painful  to  them  to  se 
them  here  as  paupers.  I have  known  people  to  make  a struggle  and  send  their  tnen 
Glasgow,  and  pay  £50  a-year;  but  finding  they  were  not  likely  to  recover,  they  broug 
them  back,  ana  got  them  into  this  asylum  as  non-paying  patients.  ..... 

9581.  Supposing  the  law  distinctly  authorized  the  authorities  of  this  institution  to  r 
payment  for  patients,  is  it  your  opinion  the  sum  required  to  he  paid  should  be,  in  an  > 
the  cost  of  maintenance  ? — Not  in  all  cases,  I would  vary  the  sum  according  to  tne  arc 
stances  of  the  parties,  leaving  it  to  the  Board  to  fix  the  sum,  hut  in  no  instance  to  ex 
what  it  cost  the. public  for  the  maintenance  of  the  patient  in  the  institution. 
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9582.  Supposing  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  the  institution  was  £20  a-year,  do  you 
consider  it  would  he  preferable  to  allow  parties  to  come  in  paying  £8,  or  £10,  or  £12  a-year, 
rather  than  compel. them  to  pay  the  £20  a-year,  or  come  in  as  paupers? — I would  vary  the 
sum  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  parties,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  to 
settle  the  amount  in  each  case.  There  are  many  persons  who  could  pay  £8,  or  £10,  or  £12 
a-year,  and  who  could  not  pay  £20  a-year ; and  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  feelings  of 
such  persons  to  pay  the  smaller  sum,  and  not  put  their  relatives  into  the  asylum  as  paupers. 

9583.  Do  you  consider  that  the  other  arrangement  of  the  fixed  sum  would  be  a check 
upon  persons  getting  their  friends  admitted  for  £10  a-year,  for  instance,  when  they  could 
pay  £20  ? — The  Board  of  Governors  are  always  fit  to  manage  that,  and  I would  leave  it  to 
them  to  fix  the  sum  in  each  case. 

9584.  You  have  heard  it  referred  to,  in  evidence,  that  there  is  more  lunacy  in  the  county 
of  Donegal  than  in  the  county  of  Derry ; do  you  concur  in  the  reasons  suggested  as  to  the 
cause  of  that?— Yes;  being  badly  fed,  and  kept  in  great  poverty  for  generations,  and  the 
close  intermarrying  said  to  prevail  in  several  districts  of  Donegal,  the  isolated  districts  lying 
along  the  coast. 

9585.  Do  you  keep  a Medical  Journal  of  all  the  cases? — Yes.  There  is  a registry  of  the 
cases,  and  there  is  a kind  of  Case  Book  kept. 

9586.  Have  you  ever  considered  in  what  manner  the  additional  accommodation  which 
appears  to  be  considered  requisite  in  this  district  could  be  best  afforded  ? — Yes,  I have. 

9587.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  favour  us  with  your  opinion  upon  the  subject? I think 

a separate  building  on  the  upper  farm  would  be  die  best  means  of- providing  additional 
accommodation  for  the  wants  of  the  district, 

9588.  For  what  class  of  cases? — For  chronic, incurable,  and  imbecile  cases. 

9589.  Do  you  consider  there  is  any  objection  to  having  provincial  asylums  for  the 
reception  of  such  cases  ? — No ; I do  not  know  that  there  could  be  any  very  marked  objection 
to  that. 

9590.  Do  you  think  the  existence  of  any  very  large  number  of  chronic  cases  in  an  asylum 
is  undesirable  as  regards  the  effect  it  may  have  upon  the  curable  cases  ? — I could  not  speak, 
from  my  own  knowledge,  about  that ; I have  no  experience  as  to  the  effect. 

9591.  Are  you  prepared  to  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  upon  patients  of  removal  to 
a totally  distinct  asylum  established  for  the  class  supposed  to  be  incurable  ? — I would  appre- 
hend that  the  removal  to  such  an  institution  would  exercise  a bad  effect. 

9592.  Then  I understand,  generally,  your  views  are  for  enlarging  this  institution  in  the 
present  instance,  and,  on  all  occasions,  having  the  eiirable  and  incurable  cases  in  the  same 
asylum? — Yes;  there  would  be  separate  houses  for  them;  but  they  would  form  the  same 
asylum,  and  the  patients  would  still  associate  together. 

9593.  Are  there  any  matters  you  would  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
missioners, or  any  observation  you  would  like  to  make  touching  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — I 
know  very  many  people  who,  from  time  to  time,  act  very  like  insane  persons,  destroying  their 
property  and  their  substance ; and  if  there  existed  a power  of  putting  them  under  restraint 
tor  a very  few  days,  when  they  are  committing  such  destruction,  it  would  be  a very  great 
benefit  to  themselves  and  their  families,  and  the  community  generally,  such  power  being, 
of  course,  properly  guarded  against  abuse. 

9594.  In  the  cases  to  which  you  refer,  what  do  you  presume  is  the  leading  cause  of  the 
insanity  you  describe  ? — Prolonged  intemperate  habits. 

9595.  You  say  that  there  is  a class  of  persons  whom  you  think  it  desirable  should  be  placed 
under  restraint  for  a short  time? — Yes. 

9596.  That  is,  removed  to  an  asylum? — Yes;  I would  have  them  removed  to  an 
asylum. 

9597.  Does  not  the  law  at  present  give  that  power? — Why,  you  could  not,  strictly  speak- 
ing, call  the  class  of  persons  I refer  to  insane. 

9598.  Then,  if  they  were  not  insane,  would  there  not  he  a difficulty  in  putting  them 
under  restraint? — They  act  like  insane  people,  but  if  you  come  to  talk  -with  them,  you 
could  hardly  say  they  were  insane. 

9599.  Would  not  the  principle  you  suggest  be  very  objectionable? — The  principle  would, 
but  the  practice  of  it  would  he  often  very  useful. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Berry  and  Raphoe,  sworn  and  examined. 

9600.  Is  there  any  matter  which  your  lordship  would  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Commissioners  connected  with  their  inquiry? — I wish  to  express  an  opinion  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  to  lunatic  asylums,  and  I would  say  that  it  is  most 
desirable  that  there  should  be  in  every  asylum  regularly  appointed  chaplains.  I give  that 
opinion  from  the  observation  that  I was  enabled  to  make  when  I was  Dean  and  Bishop  of 
Limerick,  and  also  when  visiting  a very  large  asylum  at  Lancaster,  where  there  were, 
I believe,  nearly  1,000  persons.  I attended  there  during  the  celebration  of  divine 
service,  at  which  there  were  present  between  400  and  500,  and  bad  I not  been  informed,  and 
had  1 not  known,  that  they  were  lunatics,  I should  not  have  supposed,  from  their  demeanour, 
but  that  they  were  in  the  full  possession  of  their  faculties.  I conversed  with  the  resident 
manager  and  physician  of  that  institution,  and  1 was  informed  by  him  that  the  benefits  of 
religious  ministrations  to  the  inmates  were  very  great,  and  that  to  deprive  them  of  the 
opportunity  of  attending  religious  service  would  be  a positive  cruelty  to  those  persons. 

9601.  In  the  case  of  the  asylum  to  which  your  lordship  refers,  Lancaster,  were  there 
chaplains  of  more  than  one  persuasion  connected  with  it? — No ; there  was  only  one  chaplain 
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attached  to  the  asylum.  The  asylum  was  visited  by  other  chaplains,  but  there  were  very 
few  in  it  who  were  not  Episcopalians.  I ought  to  state  that  the  gentleman  I speak  of  was 
a resident  chaplain. 

9602.  I presume,  your  lordship  considers  that  the  inmates  of  a lunatic  asylum  suffering 
under  insanity  of  one  kind  or  another  are  yet  not  always  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  reason 

to  such  an  extent  as  not  to  he  enabled  to  benefit  by  the  ministrations  of  their  clergy  V Yes- 

I feel  perfectly  persuaded  that  at  times  they  are  benefited  by  them,  and  I feel  that  we  have' 
no  right  whatever  to  deprive  those  persons  of  the  benefits  and  comforts  of  religion. 

9603.  You  speak  as  well  from  the  knowledge  you  have  acquired  in  your  episcopal  capacity 

both  in  Limerick  and  in  Derry  as  from  your  position  as  a Governor  of  this  asylum? I do. 

I have  made  inquiries  here  on  the  subject,  and  in  a conversation  with  the  late  manager  of  this 
institution,  I learned  from  him  that  lie  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  myself,  with  regard  to  the 
benefit  to  the  inmates  of  religious  instruction ; besides  that,  I hold  a very  strong  opinion  that 
we  have  no  right  to  prevent  the  giving  of  religious  ministration  to  the  inmates  of  this 
asylum.  If  a person  is  visited  by  Divine  Providence  with  insanity,  there  may  be  intervals 
in  which  the  individual  returns  to  a sane  state,  and  wc  are  not  justified  in  depriving  him  of 
every  religious  privilege  he  would  enjoy  were  he  outside  the  institution.  I make  this  state- 
ment merely  because  your  attention  and  the  attention  of  the  public  has  been  called  to  the 
subject  by  the  controversy  which  has  occurred  at  Belfast.  I thought  I would  not  he  exactly 
doing  my  duty,  knowing  you  were  here  as  a Commission  making  inquiries,  if  I did  not 
express  to  you  my  firm  conviction  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  continuing  chaplains  in 
connexion  with  this  institution,  and  of  there  being  in  every  lunatic  asylum  adequate  pro- 
vision made  for  the  religious  instruction  and  comfort  of  the  inmates. 

9604.  Without  looking  to  the  giving  of  religious  instruction  in  an  asylum,  either  as  a 
means  of  cure,  or  the  withdrawal  of  it  as  an  infliction  upon  the  inmates,  is  your  Lordship  of 
opinion,  that  its  administration  would  he  useful  with  the  view  to  keeping  alive  the  religious 
feeling  of  the  patients  in  the  hope  of  their  recovery  ? — I am  of  that  opinion.  I think  it  is  a 
matter  of  very  great  moment,  that  the  religious  feelings  should  he  kept  alive.  I do  not  know 
in  what  respect  it  can  be  supposed  the  giving  of  religious  instruction  is  in  any  degree  not 
beneficial;  I think,  on  the  contrary,  it  must  he  always  beneficial;  for,  I believe,  the  truths  of 
Christianity,  in  themselves,  are  such,  that  they  must  exercise  a salutary  influence  on  the  mind, 
of  any  individual.  I am  not  speaking  now  of  sane  individuals  only,  hut  also  of  those  who  are 
insane,  with  whom  those  truths  must  have  a soothing  and  harmonizing  effect. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Doherty  sworn  and  examined. 

9605.  Are  you  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  of  this  asylum? — Yes. 

9606.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment  ? — Nearly  twelve  months. 

9607.  Are  you  aware  what  number  of  inmates  belong  to  yoiu-  persuasion  ? — Yes ; I looked 
to  the  books  the  other  day;  we  have  seventy-five  females,  and  sixty -six  males. 

9608.  What  number  usually  attend  your  service  on  Sunday? — I should  say  between 
ninety-six  and  100. 

9609.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching  to  them? — No.  I should  say  that  the  arrange- 
ment between  the  clergy  is  this : there  arc  three  curates  in  Derry,  and  one  of  them  is  appointed 
chaplain.  There  is  another  Rev.  Mr.  Doherty,  who  attends  here  every  Sunday.  With 
respect  to  the  service,  the  general  rule  is  to  read  morning  prayer  and  say  Mass. 

9610.  Do  you  preach  at  all  on  Sundays  to  the  assembled  inmates? — No;  I do  not  think 
there  is  any  thing  further  than  what  I have  stated. 

9611.  Do  you  attend  in  the  week  ? — Yes ; whenever  called  upon  I attend,  and  sometimes 
I visit,  perhaps  once  a- week. 

9612.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  any  large  proportion  of  those  who  attend  Mass  arc  enabled 
to  profit  by  it?. — Indeed,  I believe,  there  is.  I see  them  conducting  themselves  as  well  as 
many  persons  who  are  in  their  perfect  senses. 

9613.  From  the  communication  you  have  had  with  lunatics  in  the  asylum,  do  you  think 
those  persons  are  enabled  to  profit  by  the  instruction  you  address  to  them? — I may  observe 
that  there  is  one  of  them  so  well  at  certain  times  that  lie  is  able  to  assist  in  serving  Mass. 

9614.  Are  the  patients  provided  with  religious  books? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

9615.  Have  you  every  facility  afforded  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties? — Certainly. 

The  Rev.  James  Denham , d.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9616.  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  Presbyterian  chaplain  to  this  asylum?— I was 
appointed  in  1845  as  chaplain,  hut  I officiated  two  years  before  that  voluntarily.  I obtained 
leave  from  the  Governors  to  come  and  officiate  as  chaplain  without  any  expectation  of  being 
appointed  chaplain  or  of  receiving  remuneration. 

9617.  You  have  been,  then,  fourteen  years  more  or  less  connected  with  this  asylum, 
discharging  the  duties  of  chaplain? — Yes. 

9618.  How  many  Presbyterians  are  there  in  the  asylum? — About  forty. 

9619.  What  number  attend  service  on  Sundays? — Both  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians 

who  desire  it  are  allowed  to  attend  both  services — the  Episcopalian  and  Presbyterian.  -the 
number  generally  present  at  service  would  average  about  forty-five.  , 

9620.  Some  of  these  may  be  Episcopalians,  and  some  of  your  people  may  attend  the  other 
service  ? — Yes ; the  Episcopalian  chaplain  never  objects  to  that,  nor  have  I ever  objected  to  i • 

9621.  Then,  you  do  not  think  the  presence  of  an  Episcopalian  and  Presbyterian  chaplain 
in  the  house  is  likely  to  lead  to  any  discord  amongst  the  patients  ? — It  is  not  likely  to  ea 
to  the  slightest  discord. 
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9622.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  addressing  any  discourse  to  your  congregation? — Always.  Lohdokderrt. 

9623.  Have  you  had  means  of  knowing  whether  a large  proportion  of  those  who  attend  — . 

service  on  Sunday  arc  enabled  to  profit  by  it? — Generally  speaking,  they  all  listen  with  great  Ion  °n]£$im.'stnct 
attention ; and  I have  never,  during  the  fourteen  years  I have  attended  here,  been  obliged  Key  Jas  Deniatn 
to  remove  a single  person  on  account  of  any  unpleasant  occurrence.  They  sit  as  quietly  and  ’ d.d. 

as  regularly  as  any  ordinary  congregation. 

9624.  Your  ministrations  extend  beyond  the  mere  celebration  of  worship  on  Sundays,  do  The  Sunday 
you  not  attend  during  the  week? — Yes;  our  services  on  Sunday  are  short  and  simple;  we  scrvicea- 
sin  rr ; have  prayer;  read  a portion  of  the  word  of  God;  lecture  or  preach  a short  simple  dis- 
course suited  to  the  audience,  avoiding  of  course  controversial  subjects,  and  we  conclude  with 

prayer.  Very  many  of  them  take  part  in  the  psalmody. 

9625.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  the  lunatic  inmates  or  many  of  them  would  feel  it  a serious  Advantage  of  reli- 
deprivation  if  they  were  debarred  from  the  opportunity  of  attending  service  on  Sundays  or  |*°us  ministrations, 
of  joining  in  prayer  ? — They  would  consider  it  a very  cruel  proceeding.  My  impression  is,  that 

it  has  a very  soothing  effect  upon  them;  it  breaks  in  upon  the  monotony  in  the  first  place  of 
the  long  day’s  imprisonment  which  they  would  have.  They  regard  the  chaplain  not  merely 
as  an  officer  of  the  institution,  but  as  a friend,  and  they  speak  to  him  as  such.  When  they 
are  attending  two  services  in  the  day,  as  they  do  very  often,  my  service  and  the  Episcopalian 
service,  the  effect  upon  them  is  very  happy  and  soothing.  1 remember  a case,  when  the 
former  Governor  was  here,  of  a person  who  was  brought  here  in  a state  of  great  violence,  and 
the  doctor  without  my  knowledge  introduced  that  person  to  the  service,  to  see  what  would 
be  the  effect  upon  her:  up  to  that  time  they  were  obliged  to  have  her  tied ; the  moment  the 
sinking  of  the  psalm  commenced  she  seemed  immediately  calmed  down,  and  sat  with  entire 
composure  during  the  entire  service ; so  much  so,  that  I was  not  aware  there  was  any  violent 
person  in  the  room.  . 

9626.  Did  you  find  that  religious  ministration  had  a soothing  effect  in  her  case  ? — I believe 
it  had.  I merely  remember  the  experiment  being  tried  with  respect  to  that  patient,  and  the 
circumstance  of  the  manager  mentioning  to  me  the  happy  result. 

9627.  Are  the  inmates  of  your  persuasion  supplied  with  Bibles  and  prayer-books? — Many 
of  them  are  supplied  with  Bibles. 

9628.  Have  you  bad  every  facility  afforded  you  of  discharging  your  duties  as  chaplain? — 


Yes,  every  facility. 

9629.  I presume  there  arc  in  this  institution  Presbyterians  of  more  than  one  denomina- 
tion?— We  have  very  few  Presbyterians  of  different  denominations  in  this  country.  They 
are  nearly  all  in  connexion  with  the  General  Assembly.  We  have  one  section  called 
Covenanters.  I am  not  aware  their  ministers  would  have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  allowing 
me  to  minister  for  persons  of  tlieir  flock,  nor  would  I have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  allowing 
them  to  act  for  mine. 

9630.  Is  there  any  thing  else  you  would  wish  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  ?— With  regard 
to  the  effect  of  the  ministrations  of  the  chaplains,  I would  be  glad  some  of  the  medical  officers 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  stating  generally,  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  effect  with 
regard  to  the  inmates.  I feel  that  the  attendance  of  chaplains  on  the  week  days,  especially 
for  the  sick,  is  a matter  of  great  importance.  I have,  at  least  sometimes,  found  that  persons 
who,  during  their  ordinary  health,  were  not  very  capable  of  understanding  much  on  religious 
subjects,  when  they  became  unwell — I cannot  say  what  was  tlm  cause  of  it  but  I then  found 
them  very  often  capable  of  understanding  conversations  on  religious  subjects.  The  insanity 
very  often  seemed  to  have  removed  a cloud  from  their  minds  on  such  a subject.  I frequently 
had"  in  the  infirmary  ward  persons  who  conversed  as  rationally  on  religious  subjects  as  any 
sane  person  I was  ever  called  upon  to  attend. 

9631.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  district,  or  the  portion  of  it  in  which  you  reside,  Advisability  of 
have  you  considered  it  would  be  advisable  that  a class  of  paying  patients  should  be  received  ”^“”5 fSes^ 
into  this  institution?— I do  consider  that  arrangement  would  be  very  advisable.  My  impres- 
sion is,  that,  under  the  present  arrangement,  a very  great  hardship  is  put  first  upon  the 

friends,  who  are  obliged  to  assert,  if  not  swear,  that  the  person  whose  admission  they  seek 
is  a pauper,  whereas  the  relatives  are,  perhaps,  in  very  comfortable  circumstances  as 
farmers,  or  they  may  be  gentry  who  are  somewhat  decayed,  and  are  not  able  to  pay  £50 
a-year  in  a private  asylum ; to  that  extent  they  are  paupers,  in  their  inability  to  pay  so  large 
a sum,  but  they  are  not  paupers  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word ; and  I think  it  very  hard, 
that  they  should  he  obliged,  in  order  to  procure  the  admission  of  lunaties  of  such  a class 
here,  to  swear  or  declare  that  they  are  paupers.  . _ 

9632.  Do  you  think  £50  to  he  the  probable  cost  of  maintenance  at  a private  asylum:'— 

Yes;  and  I think  it  a very  great  hardship  on  the  county,  that  the  county  should  be  taxed 
for  the  expense  of  maintaining  a person  here,  whose  friends  are  quite  capable  of  paying  what 
would  probably  be  the  actual  cost.  A person  cannot  obtain  admission  here  unless  as  a 

pauper  only,  yet  he  might  be  able  to  pay  something.  „ . . , , 

9633.  Supposing  parties  admitted  to  this  asylum  for  the  actual  cost  of  maintenance,  the 
county  would  he  still  affording  them  the  benefit  of  the  building  and  attendants . es,  u 
the  county  would  not  lose  by  that,  except  so  far  as  the  increase  of  the  staff,  and  the  existing 


accommodation  would  become  necessary.  . . 

9634.  And  the  necessity  for  additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  would  arise 
sooner  if  the  large  number  belonging  to  the  class  to  which  you  refer  were  admitted  ?— 
Yes;  but  very  small  additional  accommodation  would  be  required,  and  it  would  be  a great 
comfort  to  the  middle  classes  to  have  their  lunatic  relatives  admitted  into  the  asylum  at  a 
reduced  charge. 
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9635.  Are  you  satisfied  the  Board  of  Governors  would  he  able  to  exercise  sufficient  care 
over  the  cases,  to  prevent  what  is  called  “ jobbing?” — I would  say  so. . The  gentlemen 
who  are  Governors  here  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  whole  district,  and  they  are 
q uite  capable  of  preventing  imposition.  I tun  not  sure,  also,  whether  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  make  some  arrangement  that  would  separate,  in  some  measure,  that  class  from  the  abso- 
lute paupers.  I have  sometimes  seen,  in  visiting  the  wards  here,  a person,  who  was 
brought  up  and  educated  as  a lady,  having  all  the  habits  and  feelings  of  a lady,  and  who 
was  nut  into  this  asylum,  placed  upon  a level  with  the  very  lowest  and  most  ignorant  per- 
sons This  was  a position  not  favourable  to  promoting  her  recovery;  and  yet,  from  her 
means  having  failed  her,  or  from  the  means  of  a gentleman  having  been  removed  from  him, 
such  parties  are  put  in  here  as  paupers,  and  are  compelled  to  sit  down  at  the  same  table,  eat 
their  food  in  the  same  manner,  and  mix  generally  with  the  most  miserable  paupers.  I have 
lon<r  felt  that  was  a hardship  to  persons  in  their  circumstances. 

9636.  Does  not  the  view  you  have  just  expressed,  lead  directly  to  tlie  propriety  of  erecting 
a separate  institution,  at  the  cost  of  the  rate-payers,  for  such  persons? — I think  the  erection 
of  a separate  building  or  wing  in  connexion  with  this  asylum,  might  meet  the  difficulty. 
There  mioht  be  a separate  ward  for  males,  and  another  for  females,  of  that  class. 

9(537.  In  all  communities  there  must  be  certain  matters  for  which  the  law  must  provide, 
and  certain  other  matters  which  must  be  left  to  public  benevolence;  are  you  quite  clear  the 
cases  to  which  you  refer  would  not  be  met,  some  day  or  other,  by  the  benevolence  of  indi- 
viduals ?— I do  not  see  how  it  could  be  met  by  the  benevolence  of  individuals.  The  persons 
to  whom  I allude  are  obliged  to  come  in  here  as  paupers,  though  they  were  formerly  in  a 
respectable  rank  of  life.  , . . . , 

9638.  You  are  awal-e  that  there  are  institutions  where  nothing  more  than  the  mere  cost 
of  the  patients’  maintenance  is  received,  and  that  the  other  expenditure  is  defrayed  by  the 
benevolence  of  individuals?— We  have  no  institutions  of  that  kind  here. 

9639.  I believe  there  is  only  one  or  two  such  institutions  in  Ireland?— I believe  so. 

9640.  Arc  there  not  several  in  England  ? — I am  not  aware.  I visited  some  of  the  asylums 

in  Scotland.  In  the  Scotch  asylums  they  have  three  classes:  one,  for  persons  who  can  pay 
a large  sum,  on  the  first  floor ; one,  for  the  middle  classes,  on  the  next  floor;  and  one,  for  the 
poorer  classes,  on  the  upper.  ... 

9641.  With  tlie  exception  of  the  payment  you  refer  to,  are  those  asylums  maintained  out 
of  the  county  rates?— I think  the  poor  patients  are  maintained  by  the  parishes  which  send 
them  in. 


, Sir  Robert  Bateson,  Bart.,  J.r.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9642. 1 believe  you  have  been  for  many  years  a member,  and  a constant  attendant,  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum  ? — Yes. 

9643.  Yon  are  a Governor  connected  with  the  county  Donegal? — Yes,  with  the  county 

Donegal.  . , 

9644.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Governors  are  now  appointed; 
do  you  consider  it  should  be  left  to  the  Executive  Government,  or  that  a more  representa- 
tive character  should  he  given  to  the  Boards  ? — I consider  that  the  position  which  a gentleman 
has  in  reference  to  liis  own  locality,  should  be  regarded  in  the  making  of  the  appointment. 

9645.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  the  Grand  Jury  should  be  allowed  to  name  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — I would  consider  the  Grand  Jury  a very 
fit  body  to  do  so,  hut  not  to  be  the  exclusive  body  for  the  purpose. 

9646.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  being 
members  of  the  several  Boards?— As  medical  men,  and  having  a certain  control  under  the 
Government,  they  certainly  should  bo  ex  officio  Governors  of  the  asylums. 

9647.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  provision  of  the  law  with  reference  to  the  erection  ot 

asylums — do  you  consider  it  should  be  left  to  the  local  Board  of  Governors  to  determine 
respecting  them,  or  that  they  should  he  still  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioners?—I consider  the  hoard  should  he  the  parties  concerned,  but  not  the  sole  pan*  » 
that  the  erection  of  buildings  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Government,  but  not 
tirely  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Governors.  . , 

f 9648.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  existing  law  which  regulates  the  chargeability 
inmates  upon  the  county  rate — do  you  consider  that  that  burden  is  properly  place  upo 
county  at  large,  or  that  it  should  be  transferred  to  the  poor-rate  and  levied  upon  e,ec 
divisions? — I think  it  is  a matter  of  indifference  whether  the  chargeability  is  placed  p 
'one  or  the  other ; I think  they  are  much  on  a par.  /.Wired 

9649.  You  are  aware  that  under  the  present  arrangement  the  cost  of  each  inmate  is  cnarg 

upon  the  county  at  large,  through  the  county  rate  ? — Yes.  , 

9650.  Do  you  prefer  that  to  having  it  made  a charge  upon  the  respective  electors 

from  which  the  lunatics  are  sent? — I would  prefer  the  present  arrangemen  o 
charge  upon  the  localities  from  which  the  lunatics  come.  „,,ntvrate 

9651.  Do  you  consider  the  charge  should  be  borne  by  the  occupier  under  the  c , ^ r 

rather  than  divided  between  the  occupier  and  the  landlord,  as  it  would  be  un  e r 
rate? — I am  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrangement.  . , n«n serous 

9652.  As  a magistrate,  you  are  conversant,  of  course,  with  the  operation  ox  tn  s 

Lunatic  A»et? — I am.  . ;* 

9653.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  that  Act — do  you  consi  0£  the 
sable  that  a- power  should  be  given  to  commit  the  lunatic  direct  to  gaol . -Llie  •> 
public  requires  that  should  be  done  in  the  first  instance. 
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9654.  Supposing  there  was  no  difficulty  in  providing  for  them  in  the  asylum,  would  you 

advocate  the  magistrates  being  allowed  the  power  of  committing  direct  to  the  asylum'? 

Certainly  not. 

9655.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a gaol  is  a proper  place  for  the  detention  of  the  insane  for  any 

period?— No;  I would  have  it  as  a place  of  detention  merely  until  an  inquiry  respecting 
the  case  could  be  gone  into.  J r ® 

9656.  Do  you  find  it  interferes  with  the  discipline  of  a well-regulated  gaol  to  have  lunatics 
confined  there  ?— Certainly.  The  gaol  should  be  merely  a place  for  the  'temporary  detention 
of  a lunatic. 

9657.  Lunatics  have  remained,  I believe,  in  the  gaols  of  this  district  for  a considerable 
period? — Yes,  in  Donegal  particularly. 

9658.  Do  you  know  from  what  that  has  arisen  ? — From  the  want  of  an  understanding  of  the 

uses  of  these  houses.  ° 


Lojtdondebrt. 
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Sir  R.  Bateson,  Bart. , 
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Detention  of  lunatics 
in  gaols. 


9659.  Do  you  consider  that  the  local  authorities  at  Lifford  should  have  taken  more  active 

measures  for  the  transmission  of  the  lunatics  to  the  asylum? — I am  giving  merely  a general 
answer,  and  more  with  reference  to  what  has  been  than  what  is  at  jTreseiit,  & 

9660.  How  far  do  you  think  workhouses  are  proper  places  for  the  detention  of  lunatics?  Lunatics  in  work- 
— None  hut  the  imbecile  and  those  who  cannot  be  benefited  by  treatment  ought  to  be  put  Louses- 

into  them.  With  respect  to  the  Derry  workhouse,  I am  in  the  habit  of  visiting  constantly 
there,  and  the  imbeciles  and  lunatics  in  it  seem  to  be  as  well  treated  almost  as  they  possibly 
can  be.  There  might  be  possibly  amongst  some  of  them  a chance  of  cure,  and  thorn  indi- 
viduals might  be  brought  to  a place  of  this  description.  They  are  so  much  under  the  charge 
of  the  officers  of  that  workhouse  that  their  kind  treatment  and  security  arc  sufficiently  pro- 
vided for. 

9661.  Are  they  not  principally  attended  by  other  paupers?— They  are;  but  paupers  are 
generally  selected  for  the  purpose  who  have  some  judgment;  persons  who  are  likely  to  give 
the  attention  that  such  cases  require. 

9662.  Then  you  would  not  he  favourable  to  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians should  he  allowed  to  require  admission  for  the  lunatic  paupers  into  this  asylum? — A 
distinction  might  be  drawn  amongst  those  who  are  in  the  workhouse  and  those  mi»ht  be 
sent  here  who  have  a chance  of  improvement,  and  only  those  who  are  totally  imbecile  kept 
in  the  workhouse. 

9663.  Then  you  would  allow  only  a certain  class  to  have  the  right  of  admission  here? — 

A certain  class  amongst  those  individuals  in  the  workhouse,  such  as  might  be  fitting  inmates 
for  an  institution  of  this  character. 

9664.  I believe  it  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Governors  how  far  The  question  of 
additional  accommodation  could  be  provided  in  this  district? — Yes;  I may  say  it  has  been  ^monal accommo- 
under  consideration  for  more  than  two  years. 

9665.  We  have  heard  that  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  transfer  of  the  Tyrone  lunatics 
to  Omagh  wove  speedily  filled  up  ? — Immediately. 

9666.  Are  you  satisfied  that  there  is  still  a want  of  additional  accommodation? — There  is, 
in  consequence  of  the  number  of  incurables  in  the  asylum,  many  of  whom  have  been  for  a 
very  long  period  here  preventing  the  admission  of  cases  of  necessity. 

9667. 1 believe  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Donegal  have  not  all  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  the  asylum  here? — They  have  not. 

9668.  What  were  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  Donegal  gentry  with  reference  to  this  Opinions  of  Donegal 
question? — The  distance  which  the  patients  had  to  be  removed  to  this  asylum  was  one  of  geutr,r' 

their  considerations,  and  the  possible  occupation  or  use  of  workhouses  that  might  not  be  so 
much  required  for  the  poor,  was  another  consideration  with  them  also,  but  I have  always 
been  opposed  to  that  on  principle  myself. 

9669.  Can  you  state  your  reason  for  the  views  which  you  entertain? — I object  to  the  Reasons  of  witness 
proposed  change  on  the  ground  of  the  increase  of  staff,  which  is  one  of  the  great  sources  of  new  Asylmn.inS  * 
expenditure ; the  difficulty  of  sufficient  supervision,  which  is  got  over  in  the  vicinity  of  a town 

where  thei’e  are  so  many  ways  of  ingress  and  egress,  the  facility  of  obtaining  provisions  being 
much  greater  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  a town  than  remote  country  places,  and  also  in  con- 
sequence of  the  facility  for  repairs,  which  may  ho  done  cheaper  and  better  in  a place  where 
workmen  of  all  kinds  are  to  be  obtained,  as  here.  Again,  there  never  could  be  the  same 
opportunity  that  there  is  possessed  here,  by  the  Governors,  of  giving  their  attendance  at,  and. 
inspection  of  the  asylum. 

9670.  You  mean  there  is  no  town  in  the  county  Donegal  where  there  would  he  likely  to 
be  such  a general  attendance  of  Governors  as  there  is  at  Deny? — Yes. 

9671.  What  town  was  thought  of  in  Donegal  for  the  asylum? — Letterkenny,  as  a central 
position. 

9672.  What  may  be  the  greatest  distance  patients  have  to  come  to  this  asylum  from  the 
comity  Donegal  ? — I suppose  about  fifty  miles.  Some  patients  have  to  come  from  Bun doran, 
from  which  I am  told  there  is  now  an  application ; but  I would  say,  that  the  asylum  is  at 
present  in  the  most  central  position  it  could  be  for  the  two  counties. 

9673.  Suppose  an  asylum  was  erected  at  Letterkenny,  what  distance  would  be  saved 
a patient  coming  from  Bundoran? — I suppose  he  would  be  about  twelve  miles  nearer 
to  it, 

9674.  Referring  to  the  proposition  of  allocating  one  of  the  existing  workhouses  in  the  CQunty  Question  of  alloca- 

Lonegal  for  a lunatic  asylum-,  do  you  think  any  of  the  workhouses  in  that  county  could,  be  f’“na°f_^Sy1<J^housa 
dispensed  with  ? — Yes,  at  extremely  remote  points,  for  instance,  Dunfanagliy,  which  is  in  a 7 ' 

remote  place, 

312 
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Londonderry.  9675.  Is  it  your  opinion  any  of  the  more  central  workhouses  such  as  Letterkenny  could 
— . be  dispensed  with? — I should  think  not;  certainly  not  Letterkenny. 

Jjndonderr^JJisinrt  9575  Apart  from  the  particular  question  between  Derry  and  Donegal,  do  you  think  there 
Sir B. Bateson, Bart.,  are  advantages  in  having  a separate  asylum  for  each  county? — Certainly  not.  The  same 
j.p.,  d.iI  *’  principle  would  apply  for  dividing  each  county  into  districts,  such  as  baronies. 

9677.  In  case  of  an  asylum  being  established  for  each  county,  the  Board  of  Governors  would 
all  belong  to  one  county,  and,  possessing  the  whole  charge,  would,  in  fact,  he  administering 
altogether  their  own  local  funds;  at  present  the  Governors  of  this  institution  are  a mixed 
body,  administering  the  funds  of  two  different  counties? — Yes.  But  you  are,  of  course 
aware  that,  under  the  present  arrangement  for  meeting  the  expenditure,  each  comity  bears 
only  its  own  local  expenditure. 

9678,  Are  you  aware  whether  any  definite  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  Donegal 
magistrates  on  the  subject  ? — There  is  a letter  here  to-day  from  one  of  the  magistrates  most 
interested  in  this  matter,  Sir  James  Stewart.  A copy  of  it  has  been  sent  to  the  Com- 


The  subject  of  addi- 
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nnssioners. 

9679.  Is  the  question,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  additional  accommodation  is  to  he  pro- 
vided at  present  in  abeyance,  pending  this  Commission? — Yes ; every  thing  respecting  it  is 
suspended  till  the  result  of  this  Commission  is  made  known.  1 may  mention,  as  a matter 
of  observation,  that  Mr.  Babington  and  myself,  and  one  or  two  other  persons  not  present, 
had  been  asked  by  the  Board  to  consider  these  matters.  We  have  formed  a Committee  on 
the  subject  for  a couple  of  years.  I am  a Donegal  member  of  the  Committee.  There  are 
two  gentlemen  from  Derry  and  two  from  Donegal  on  it.  We  were  appointed  to  consult  the 
architects  with  respect  to  the  extension  of  accommodation.  Our  idea  was  that  it  Avas  necessary 
to  increase  the  accommodation,  but  that  the  further  accommodation  should  not  be  of  so  expen- 
sive a character  as  the  present  building,  that  the  neAv  structure  should  he  in  another  part  of  the 
grounds,  and  that  the  inmates  of  it  should  be  more  on  a footing  with  those  in  the  workhouse, 
but  should  he  still  under  the  supervision  of  the  present  staff.  The  only  increased  expense 
would  he  occasioned  by  the  appointment  of  one  or  two  additional  minor  officers.  There  is 
a very  important  matter  which  individually,  I think,  might  be  brought  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Commissioners,  and  that  is  with  respect  to  the  sewerage.  In  the  erection  of 
the  new  building,  I would  put  seAverage  altogether  out  of  question,  both  for  the  sake  of 
the  health  of  the  inmates  and  the  value  of  the  establishment.  There  is  wasted  in  this 
establishment,  by  the  sewerage  not  being  made  available,  £140  or  £150  a-year,  and  besides 
the  system  of  sewerage  is  said  to  he  defective ; but  if  that  was  interfered  with,  it  Avould, 
probably,  cause  great  injury  to  the  health  of  the  inmates.  It  is  knoAvn  that  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  tilings  in  the  world  is  the  breaking  up  and  repairing  of  old  sewers,  for  the  gases 
that  emanate  from  them  are  most  destructive. 

9680.  Then,  as  I understand,  the  view  of  this  Committee  is,  that  the  increased  accom- 
modation should  he  provided  on  the  premises,  in  the  manner  already  described,  upon  the  land 
at  the  other  side  of  the  road  ? — Yes ; hut  should  not  be  of  the  same  expensive  character  as 
the  present  building. 

9681.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  are  many  Avants  in  this  asylum,  such  as  lavatories, 
water-closets,  &c.,  will  you  state  what  course  the  Board  of  Governors  have  taken  Avith 
respect  to  those  matters  ? — It  was  thought,  generally,  that  it  would  not  he  well  to  commence 
the  expenditure  of  £500  or  £1,000  Avithout  getting  all  that  was  necessary  done  at  the  same 
time,  and  until  the  question  of  additional  accommodation  was  settled ; hut  the  water-closets 
and  lavatories  are  indispensable,  and  no  delay  should  take  place  about  them. 

9682.  Then,  the  Board  of  Governors  are  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  these  deficiencies 
being  supplied? — They  are  deficiencies  caused  by  the  increased  number  of  inmates.  The 
rooms  for  the  lavatories,  or  where  the  lavatories  should  he  placed,  have  been  turned  to  other 
purposes. 

9683.  With  regaixl  to  the  government  of  the  institution,  how  do  you  consider  the 
superior  officers  should  be  appointed — by  the  Executive  Government  or  by  the  Local  Board? 
— -Why,  where  the  Governors  have  the  direction  and  management  of  the  institution  to  a 
great  degree,  they  certainly  should  have  a voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  but  they 
should  be  controlled  by  the  Government:  that,  I think,  is  indispensable,  but  I think  the 
recommendations  for  appointment  might  come  from  the  Governors. 

9684.  With  regard  to  an  addition  to  this  asylum,  or  the  erection  of  a new  building,  do 
you  think  the  direction  of  the  work  should  be  left  to  the  Local  Governors? — Not  the 
direction;  there  should  be  some  superior  control  exercised. 

9685.  Do  you  mean  a control  over  the  contract  or  over  the  plans? — Control  over  both 
the  contract  and  plans.  It  would  not  do  at  all  to  have  local  individuals,  whose  time  would 
not  admit  of  it,  charged  Avith  these  matters.  There  must  be  some  competent  person 
watching  the  work  carefully,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  at  large.  This  building  is  not 
considered  to  be  at  all  as  well  finished  a building  as  it  should  be,  hut  there  probably  would 
he  greater  vigilance  exercised  now  on  the  subject  than  there  was  when  this  was  built.  _ 

9686.  Have  you  put  the  Superannuation  Act  in  force  in  this  asylum? — We  have,  in  the 
case  of  the  last  manager. 

9687.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  carrying  it  into  operation? — Not  the  least. 

9688.  Have  any  objections  been  raised  as  to  the  scale  of  salary,  or  the  amount  to  e 
included  as  salary,  in  granting  superannuation? — Nothing  in  the  shape  of  any  permanen 
objection.  The  objections  were  got  over  by  the  great  majority  of  the  Board,  without  any 
dissentient  voice,  eventually. 

9689.  In  fixing  the  superannuation  allowance,  was  it  a certain  proportion  of  the  money 
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salary  that  was  given,  or  were  any  other  items  included,  such  as  allowances  ?— The  allow- 
ances were  taken  into  consideration. 

9690.  Then,  you  do  not  think  that  any  amendment  of  that  Act  is  required  ? — I think  not  • 
the  existing  Act  allows  sufficient  means.  I think  that,  with  regard  to  the  servants,  it  would 
be  a great  encouragement  to  persons  of  superior  class  to  come  in  that  capacity,  if  they 
were  better  paid;  or  if  premiums  were  given,  it  would  be  a constant  security  for  their 
good  behaviour  while  in  the  institution.  I must  say  that  we  have  very  good  servants  in  this 
asylum,  hut  the  under  servants  are  not  adequately  paid,  considering  the  duties  they  perform, 
and  considering  the  class  of  persons  we  should  have  in  the  position.  The  head  nurse  has 
only  six  guineas,  and  the  assistant  nurse  only  four  guineas,  per  annum , with  clothes  and 
rations,  and  a guinea  as  a premium  or  reward. 

9691.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  in  favour  of  the  admission  of  paying  patients 
into  this  institution,  what  is  your  own  opinion  on  the  subject?— I fully  concur  in  theevidence 
of  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me.  I am  in  favour  of  their  admission;  but  to  make  a 
classification  of  them,  so  as  to  separate  them  from  the  others,  would  go  beyond,  I am  afraid, 
the  arrangement  of  an  institution  of  this  kind.  It  is  a great  hardship  upon  many  people 
that  they  are  not  admitted  for  reduced  payment.  There  are  a great  number  of  cases  in 
which  a portion  of  the  cost  could  be  paid,  if  all  could  not  be  paid. 

9692.  It  is  stated  that  the  Governors  considered  that  the  law  did  not  allow  them  to  receive 
paying  patients? — Yes,  except  in  the  case  of  pensioners. 

9693.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  importance  of  having 
chaplains  attached  to  this  institution,  what  is  your  experience  on  the  subject  ? — I am  ashamed 
to  say  that  I could  not  pretend  to  give  any  opinion,  but  the  opinions  I have  heard  given 
are  such,  as  to  influence  me  in  a considerable  degree  in  favour  of  their  appointment;  when  I 
hear  that  the  regularity  and  order  of  the  house  are  increased  by  their  ministrations,  I could 
not  object  to  their  coming. 

9694.  You  were  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  before  chaplains  were  appointed? 

I was. 

9695.  Could  you  tell  us  whether  any  change  of  opinion  took  place  amongst  the  Governors 
on  the  subject  after  the  chaplains  commenced  attending  at  the  asylum  ? — I know  that  there 
are  some  members  of  the  Board  unfavourable  to  their  continuance. 

9696.  You  stated  that  in  the  proposed  new  building,  you  would  wish  to  see  carried  out 
the  principle  of  management  which  applies  to  workhouses  ? — I mean  with  respect  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  patients,  that  is,  that  we  would  not  go  to  the  same  expense  for  the  treat- 
ment of  incurables  that  is  incurred  here  in  the  treatment  of  the  curable  cases.  I would  let 
the  present  dietary  remain  as  it  is  in  this  house,  but  I consider  that  there  should  be  a less 
expensive  diet  for  the  patients  in  the  new  building. 

9697.  Do  you  not  think  there  would  be  a serious  difficulty  in  applying  the  same  principle 
of  management,  respecting  diet,  to  insane  persons,  that  is  adopted  with  regard  to  paupers 
in  workhouses  ? — I think  not. 

9698.  Are  you  aware  that  incurable  cases  require  very  often  a higher  scale  of  diet 
than  curables  ? — No  doubt,  because  some  of  the  incurables  are  working,  and  there  is  a better 
class  of  diet  for  those  who  are  working  than  for  those  who  are  not. ' 

9699.  Then,  in  fact,  in  the  proposed  new  asylum  the  management  should  be  very  similar 
to  that  for  the  ordinary  insane  patients  ? — It  should  be  so ; but  with  a greater  classification  of 
dietary. 

. 9700.  You  have  stated  as  one  of  the  objections  to  breaking  up  the  old  sewerage  that 
noxious  gases  would  escape  ? — Yes,  that  is  a very  great  objection. 

9701.  But  as  one  of  the  necessary  results  of  old  sewerage  is  the  continuous  escape  of 
noxious  gases,  would  it  not  be  more  advisable  to  permit  a general  escape  at  once  and  stop 
the  continuous  escape,  than  submit  the  institution  to  the  constant  influence  of  such  gases  ?— 
That  would  he  causing  an  entire  change,  and  from  the  best  sewerage,  even  in  London, 
wherever  there  are  grates  there  are  offensive  escapes. 

9702.  Is  not  that  offensive  escape  more  likely  to  occur  continuously  from  bad  sewerage 
than  from  good  sewerage  ? — I think  not,  you  can  hardly  go  over  a sewer  grate  that  you  are 
not  offended  by  the  smell,  so  much  so,  that  you  would  -wonder  how  persons  could  live  hi  the 
adjoining  houses.  I have  found  that  in  London  and  in  Dublin.  The  most  dangerous  gas 
in  the  world  is  that  from  an  old  sewer.  We  know  how  many  people  have  lost  their  lives  in 
cleansing  them  in  London. 

9703.  Have  you  any  suggestion  that  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners? — 
Yes ; I would  suggest  in  reference  to  the  increased  accommodation,  that  the  plan  should  be 
well  digested,  and.  that  the  cost  per  head  for  the  number  of  inmates  proposed  to  be  accom- 
modated should  be  considered  in  the  erection  of  the  building.  That  principle  of  a certain 
cost  per  head,  in  the  building  for  the  number  of  its  inmates,  is  very  much  lost  sight  of  in 
the  erection  of  public  establishments  at  present ; I should  like  it  to  be  attended  to  in  any 
building  here.  With  regard  to  the  meetings  of  the  Board  I would  suggest  that,  when  a 
meeting  takes  place,  and  mat  there  is  more  than  a quorum,  one  of  the  first  acts  should  be,  that 
portion  of  the  Board  should  examine  the  house  and  report  to  the  Board  before  they  separated. 

9704.  Is  no  visiting  committee  ever  appointed  by  the  Board? — Yes;  but  I would  wish 
to  have  this  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  that  they  should  appoint  one  or  two 
members  to  examine  the  house  between  Board  days,  not  upon  any  fixed  days,  and  that 
those  gentlemen  should  report  to  the  next  Board, — a committee  to  be  appointed  at  every 
meeting. 

9705.  Do  the  Governors  usually  go  through  the  asylum  on  the  day  of  their  meeting? — 
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They  do  not  as  a body,  but  individual  members  do.  There  is  generally  a large  attendant 
here,  and  that  would  enable  the  arrangement  I propose  to  be  carried  out.  I do  not  think  I 
was  ever  present  at  a meeting  here  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  in  attendance  to 
transact  the  business.  10 

Anthony  Babington,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9706.  Have  you  been  long  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — About  five  or  six  years. 

9707.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  constantly  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Board? Yes  as 

regularly  as  any  one,  I believe.  I did  not  miss  a day  last  year. 

9708.  Sir  Robert  Bateson  has  stilted  that  you  were  one  of  a committee  appointed  to 
consider  what  could  be  done  to  afford  additional'  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor?_Yes 

9709.  Do  you  concur  in  the  proposal  to  erect  an  additional  building  on  the  upper 

ground? — Yes ; I think  expense  would  be  saved,  both  in  the  erection  and  in  the  manage- 
ment.  ° 

9710.  Do  you  think  a building  could  bo  erected  there  ample  enough  for  the  wants  of  the 
Donegal  district  ? — I should  think  so. 

9711.  I mean  affording  the  quantity  of  ground  requisite  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates  ? 
— Yes ; that  is  the  great  advantage  of  the  situation.  There  is  sufficient  ground  there  toemploy 
the  inmates;  and  I .think  they  could  be  judiciously  employed  there.  The  objection  with 
regard  to  the  road  intervening  could  be  met  at  once  by  making  a tunnel  across. 

9712.  Do  you  consider  that  any  class  of  lunatics  might  with  propriety  be  permanently 
maintained  in  the  workhouses  ? — I am  a guardian  of  two  workhouses,  and  from  my  experience, 
I think  the  idiots  could  be  very  comfortably  taken  care  of  in  them ; but  those  who  require 
some  management  or  treatment  would  be  much  better  in  this  asylum.  Idiots  would  be  very 
well  taken  care  of  in  the  workhouse,  and  they  are  fed  much  cheaper.  If  there  was  room 
for  them  they  might  come  here,  but  I am  afraid  it  would  increase  the  number  in  the  asylum 
to  an  enormous  extent,  to  bring  them  all  from  the  workhouses,  where  I see  them  very  well 
managed  and  very  comfortable. 

9713.  What  is  your  opinion  as  the  present  mode  of  appointing  the  Governors? — I have 
no  objection  to  the  mode  of  appointment,  but  I do  not  think  we  have  a sufficient  number  from 
Derry  on  the  Board,  and  those  who  are  on  the  Board  from  the  county  of  Derry  are  not  suffi- 
ciently distributed  over  the  county. 

9714.  Do  you  experience  the  inconvenience  of  this  absence  of  Governors  from  various 
parts  of  the  county  when  you  come  to  admit  cases? — We  have  a form  which  must  be  signed 
by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  magistrates  resident  in  the  district  from  which  the 
applicants  come,  and  in  this  form  we  have  great  confidence.  I think,  however,  it  would  be 
better  to  have  Governors  from  the  different  districts. 

9715.  Do  you  think  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  should  be  members  of  the  Board,  and 
should  have  the  power  of  voting  the  same  as  the  other  Governors? — I should  have  no 
objection  to  that.  I never  saw  any  difficulty  occur  on  the  subject  during  my  experience. 

f "JIG..  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  the  Jaw,  by  which  the  charge  for  the 
institution  is  levied  upon  the  county  at  large,  through  the  county  rate? — The  general 
opinion  is,  that  the  more  local  you  make  taxation  the  more  minutely  the  matter  is  attended 
to,  but  1 think  it  is  now  very  fairly  apportioned  and  arranged.  I am  not  a landlord,  but  I 
am  a land-agent  and  farmer,  and  a very  extensive  one,  and  I think  it  would  be  a very  unfair 
arranged1  ^ ^ t0  PUt  UPon  lantU°rd  property.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  at  present  very  fairly 

Do  you  desire  any  alteration  in  the  law  as  regards  the  control  exercised  over  the 
erection.of  buildings?— I agree  in  what  Sir  Robert  Bateson  has  said  about  that.  I think 
superviston  by  a.  professional  man  is  quite  necessary,  together  with  the  assistance  of  the  Board. 

J /lo.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  which 
enables,  magistrates  to  commit  dangerous  lunatics  to  gaol? — I am  rather  in  a difficulty  there, 
or  i disapprove  of  the  way  that  has  been  managed  in  general,  though  I am  a magistrate. 

e.  committals  generally  come  in  such  a shape,  that  the  greatest  difficulty  is  caused  in 
getting  persons,  who  are  sent  to  the  gaol,  removed  into  this  house.  My  opinion  is,  that  if 

e parties  applied,  they  would  get  them  in  here  at  once ; of  course  there  are  cases  that  must 
go  at  once  to  gaol,  but  generally  speaking,  I think  they  commence  at  the  wrong  end.  I 
never  saw  any  difficulty  in  getting  proper  cases  admitted  by  the  Board  here.  I have  some 
nowiedge  of  the  gaol,  being  a member  of  the  Board  of  Superintendence,  and  having  been 
s entt,.and  I may  state  that  the  Governor  of  the  gaol  cannot  part  with  a lunatic  prisoner, 
or  e is  a prisoner,  to  have  him  sent  to  this  asylum,  until  an  order  comes  from  the  Lord 
leu  e°a,R)  no  matter  how  great  maybe  the  anxiety  to  have  the  person  removed.  I think 
eVQTl  qti  s*10u^  provided  for  sending  such  cases  here  at  once. 

iy.  Is  there  any  matter  you.  would  wish  particularly  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
commissioners  ?— I would  say  with  respect  to  the  Donegal  business,  that  I differ  from 
many  persons  who  have  sat  at  this  Board.  In  the  first  place,  I think  it  right  to  put  before 
you  minutely  the  localities  of  Derry  and  Donegal.  I say,  generally  speaking,  that  for  a 
rge  portion  of  Donegal,  this  town  is  more  easy  of  access  thanLetterkenny ; in  fact,  I know 
a a .great  number  of  prisoners  from  the  county  of  Donegal,  who  are  sent  to  Lifford  gaol,. 
wp  t 13  f ® J;ounty  t0^’n,  are  obliged  to  pass  through  this  town  on  their  way  to  the  north- 
tW  Tin  Donegal  has  much  easier  access  to  Derry  than  Killybegs.  There  is  no  doubt 
r . T f yshannon  and  the  western  parts  of  the  county  are  a few  miles  farther  from  Derry  ; 

. °"0t  ?ee  ^*e  advantage  of  establishing  a new  asylum  in  Donegal  is  at  all  equal 

e 0 ejections  and  difficulty  in  the  way  of  such  a proceeding  ; besides,  it  would  be 
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dealing  rather  hard  with  Derry,  to  separate  the  counties  and  establish  a new  asylum. 
There  was  another  county  connected  with  this  district,  Tyrone;  it  has  been  detached, 
and  it  has  not  been  arranged  yet  what  proportion  we  are  to  pay  Tyrone.  If  the  Donegal 
people  are  permitted  to  separate  from  us,  you  throw  upon  us  the  total  expense  of  this  build- 
ing, which  is  very  liable  to  go  out  of  repair  from  the  manner  in  which  it  lias  been  built. 
If  it  is  proposed  to  make  use  of  the  workhouse  instead  of  building  a new  asylum,  I think 
it  would  be  a total  failure.  As  a practical  man  I do  not  think  the  workhouse  would  be  at 
all  suited  for  a curative  asylum.  In  any  event,  they  would  be  obliged  to  build,  and  I say 
that  it  would  be  cheaper  and  better  that  they  would  help  us  here  to  build  the  necessary 
additional  accommodation. 

9720.  What  are  the  defects  in  workhouses,  which  render  them  unsuitable  for  being  used 
as  asylums  ? — There  is  no  accommodation  for  the  staff,  and  there  are  no  cells.  They  have 
only  large  dormitories,  and  you  could  not,  without  incurring  great  expense,  arrange  them 
for  dangerous  lunatics.  The  arrangements  in  an  asylum  like  this  are  of  a superior  cha- 
racter. With  respect  to  the  facility  for  members  of  the  Board  coming  from  Donegal  to 
attend  here,  I will  say  that  they  attend  very  well. 

9721.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  present  mode  of  appointing  the  superior  officers  of 
the  asylum? — Well,  I think,  with  all  due  respect,  the  people  who  pay  ought  to  have  the 
right  of  recommending ; at  least  they  should  have  the  right  to  recommend  persons  to  be 
appointed  as  Governors,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

9722.  Do  you  mean  the  right  of  appointing,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Government  ? — 
Yes.  If  the  Government  take  it  into  their  own  hands,  I think  they  ought  to  relieve  us  from 
the  taxation. 

9723.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  this  institution  are 
audited? — I cannot  say  of  my  own  knowledge;  but  I have  reason  to  believe  there  is  delay. 

9724.  Would  it  be  more  satisfactory  to  have  the  audit  more  immediate  and  effective? — I 
have  no  doubt  it  would.  With  respect  to  the  receiving  of  paying  patients,  I only  wish  to 
add  my  testimony  to  what  has  been  said  on  the  subject.  I think  it  would  be  a great  advan- 
tage to  tire  country,  that  we  could  take  into  the  Asylum  persons  of  moderate  means  at  a fair 
remuneration.  Persons  of  that  class  have  a great  objection  to  be  called  paupers,  and  we 
conceive  that  we  have  no  right  to  take  them  in  any  other  character.  It  would  cause,  how- 
ever, too  much  expense  to  make  such  a separation  of  classes  as  Dr.  Denham  mentioned; 
it  would  be  too  expensive  for  taxation ; it  might  be  done  by  subscription.  With  regard  to 
the  superannuation,  there  was  a very  minute  discussion  amongst  us,  but  I can  hardly  say 
that  there  was  a division  on  the  subject;  ultimately  we  were  unanimous.  No  difficulty  was 
eventually  experienced  in  the  matter. 

9725.  Are  you  in  favour  of  chaplains  being  continued  in  the  establishment? — Quite  so. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Kennedy , sworn  and  examined. 

9726.  What  official  appointment  do  you  hold  at  present?— I am  clerk  of  the  union  of 
Londonderry. 

9727.  Have  you  had  from  time  to  time  a considerable  number  of  lunatics  in  the  work- 
house? — I would  say,  on  an  average,  from  about  thirty  to  thirty-five  from  the  time  the 
workhouse  opened,  eighteen  year's  ago. 

9728.  Do  you  mean  that  the  same  lunatics  have  been  there  during  the  whole  of  that 
period? — I think  some  of  the  lunatics  have  been  therefrom  the  time  the  workhouse  opened. 

9729.  Did  they  come  from  any  house  of  industry  to  the  workhouse  ?— No ; they  were 
amongst  the  original  admissions.  They  had  no  lunatics  in  the  old  house  of  industry. 

9730.  Are  any  of  the  lunatics  at  present  in  the  workhouse  violent?— No ; we  do  not  keep 

them  when  they  become  violent.  _ 

9731.  By  a return  furnished  to -us  of  tho  number  of  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  on  the  first 
of  January  last,  it  appears  there  were  twelve  cases  maniacal  out  of  a total  of  thirty-six?  I do 
not  know  as  to  the  classification.  I know  that  there  are  none  kept  in  the  workhouse  who 
are  violent,  or  calculated  to  cause  annoyance  either  to  themselves  or  to  others  in  the  estab- 
lishment. 

9732.  Do  you  make  immediate  application  for  the  reception  of  violent  cases  mto  this 
asylum? — We  make  immediate  application. 

9733.  Have  you  ever  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  lunatics  admitted?— No;  we  have 
never  found  any  difficulty.  We  get  them  removed  at  once,  when  they  become  troublesome ; 
but  I would  say  there  are  not  more  than  probably  two  or  three  in  the  year  who  require  to 

9734.  Is  a system  of  exchanging  lunatics  with  this  asylum  carried  on?— The  Guardians 

always  attend  to  any  application  made  from  this  asylum  to  have  persons  removed  to  the 
workhouse ; they  receive  them  at  once,  because  they  know  very  well  they  will  not  be  sent 
unless  they  are  harmless,  and  quiet  enough  to  be  kept  in  tlie  house.  . 

9735.  What  are  your  arrangements  in  the  workhouse  for  the  care  of  those  lunatics?— 
There  is  an  hospital  nurse  in  the  workhouse ; it  is  a particular  part  of  her  duty  to  see  to  the 
female  lunatics.  She  has  the  best  pauper  in  the  establishment  placed  under  her,  to  look 
after  the  lunatics;  and,  along  with  the  matron,  she  is  generally  accountable  tor  them;  1 
speak  now  of  the  female  lunatics.  Then,  as  regards  the  male  lunatics,  they  had  at  one  time 
a man  in  charge  of  them,  who  slept  in  the  ward  adjoining  where  they  slept.  He  did  not 
attend  to  them  exclusively,  for  he  had  other  matters  to  look  after  during  the  day.  He  had. 
under  him  the  best  male  pauper  we  could  get,  to  watch  over  them  during;  the  day.  A paid 
wardsman  attended  at  meal  hours,  and  saw  to  the  giving  of  the  meals.  The  Board  became 
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economical,  as  Boards  sometimes  do,  and  they  dispensed  with  the  services  of  this  man;  but 
we  do  the  best  tiling  that  can  be  done,  and  we  have  the  most  intelligent  pauper  in  the 
house,  and  the  most  ablebodicd  man,  to  look  after  them. 

9736.  Do  any  other  paupers  sleep  in  the  same  part  of  the  building  where  the  lunatics 
sleep  ? — Not  at  present.  It  became  at  one  time  necessary  to  use  a small  ward  in  the  work- 
house  as  a lock- ward  for  male  patients.  The  arrangement  has  of  late  been  altered,  and  that 
part  of  the  establishment  has  been  altogether  given  up  to  the  lunatic  patients. 

9737.  Do  all  the  male  lunatics  then,  without  any  classification,  sleep  in  the  one  ward,  and 
all  the  female  lunatics  in  another  ward  ? — There  are  three  separate  sleeping-cells  for  those 
inclined  to  be  troublesome,  and  then  there  arc  two  other  wards,  one  at  each  side  of  the 
house,  where  the  others  sleep  together. 

9738.  Do  the  male  lunatics  in  the  workhouse  mix  with  the  other  paupers  during  the  day? 
— Yes ; some  of  them  work  out  upon  the  land ; and  I may  mention  to  you,  that  if  all  the 
lunatics  were  removed  out  of  the  workhouse  just  at  this  moment,  there  would  be  a great 
difficulty  felt  there,  because  there  are  no  ablebodied  men  or  boys  in  the  house  just  now, 
except  the  lunatics,  to  pump  up  the  water  for  the  establishment;  and  I do  not  see  how  the 
water  could  be  pumped  only  for  them.  We  have  no  ablebodied  adult  paupers  to  perform 
the  work. 

9739.  When  lunatics  are  at  all  troublesome,  are  any  mechanical  means  of  restraint  used? 
— I have  never  seen  a lunatic  there  under  restraint;  but  they  may  have  been,  for  it  does 
not  form  any  part  of  my  business  to  go  through  the  house.  As  soon  as  they  become  so 
troublesome  as  to  require  restraint,  we  contrive  to  get  them  sent  here. 

9740.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  suitability  of  a workhouse  generally  for  the  recep- 
tion of  lunatics? — A workhouse  is  altogether  so  unlike  what  an  asylum  is  and  ought  to  be, 
that  it  would  be  nearly  as  easy  to  build,  a new  asylum  as  to  convert  a workhouse  into  one. 
I went  over  the  house  the  other  day  with  Dr.  Rogan,  and  in  going  through  it  we  took 
down  the  plans  of  the  building.  We  used  both  scale  and  compass  to  measure,  in  order  to 
see  how  far  the  place  could  be  made  into  sleeping-rooms,  and  we  found  that  the  Derry 
workhouse,  which  is  a large  one,  built  for  1,100  people,  would  hardly  admit  of  the  making 
of  probably  more  than  about  seventy  separate  sleeping-rooms.  Then  there  would  be  dor- 
mitory accommodation  for  about  seventy  more.  The  yards  are  not  at  all  suitable  for 
lunatics,  nor  are  the  day-rooms.  I am  speaking  now  from  what  I know  of  this  asylum,  and 
from  what  I know  of  the  workhouse,  knowing  intimately  the  nature  of  both  buildings  from 
my  own  connexions  with  both. 

9741.  Do  you  think  the  workhouse  could  be  made  suitable  for  a class  of  lunatics  who  are 
not  violent,  such  as  might  be  placed  in  associated  dormitories? — Yes,  if  you  do  not  require 
to  have  separate  cells.  If  the  place  was  required  merely  for  harmless  lunatics,  any  house 
would  almost  do. 

9742.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  patients  being  received  in  an 

pl^enfiPaatthetSf0r  as7lum  Iike  this?— I think  it  would  be  very  advisable  to  receive  paying  patients  here.  I 
Asylum.  think  a very  large  proportion  of  the  funds  of  the  institution,  probably  one-tenth,  might  be 

derived  from  that  source.  There  are  a great  number  of  people  who  could  pay  £5  or  £10 
a-year,  or  whatever  would  defray  the  cost  of  their  food  in  the  asylum,  who  cannot  pay  £40 
or  £50  a-year  in  a private  asylum.  I believe  if  the  area  of  taxation  was  decreased  to  elec- 
toral divisions  the  people  would  look  more  sharply  after  the  patients  in  the  asylum ; and  if 
the  law  enabled  tlie  Governors  of  the  asylum  to  levy  payment  for  the  patients  according  to 
the  means  of  the  parties,  I believe  they  would  be  more  looked  after  then,  and  a good  deal  of 
money  would  be  got  in  that  way. 

9743.  If  the  admission  of  paying  patients  would  introduce  a good  number  of  patients  not 
now  in  the  asylum,  would  it  not  be  necessary,  on  that  ground  alone,  to  make  more  accommo- 

The  chargeability  of  dation  ? — If  the  patients  were  charged  upon  the  poor  rate  and  upon  electoral  divisions,  I 
cmos'S workhouses  kelieve  70u  would  not  have  more  patients  in  the  asylum  than  you  have  now;  because  it 
would  then  become  the  interest  of  the  people  in  the  electoral  divisions  to  have  proper  provision 
made  in  the  workhouse  for  the  harmless  incurable  lunatics.  They  would  be  kept  then 
cheaper  and  I think  they  would  be  safely  kept.  They  would  have  the  supervision  both  of 
the  Lunatic  Asylums  Inspectors  and  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors.  The  Board  of  Guardians 
would  see  it  was  their  interest  to  make  provision  in  the  workhouse  for  the  lunatics,  as  they 
could  keep  them  cheaper  there,  and  I believe  that  arrangement  would  so  do  away  with  the 
pressure  now  upon  this  asylum  so  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge  this  building  or 
erect  another. 

9744.  Do  you  believe  the  alleged  amount  of  lunacy  given  in  the  various  returns  would 
not  stand  the  scrutiny  which  a Board  of  Guardians  would  submit  them  to  ? — I have  not  been 
attending  to  that  part  of  the  statistics ; but  I believe  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  when  they 
came  to  pay  £20  a-year  to  an  asylum  for  every  lunatic  out  of  their  electoral  division, 
would  be  careful  to  see  whether  the  person  was  sufficiently  harmless  to  take  him  into  a well- 
arranged  ward  in  the  workhouse,  rather  than  send  him  to  the  asylum ; and  I know  from 
experience  that  incurable  harmless  lunatics  can  be  kept  in  a workhouse  in  as  good  health  as 
in  this  asylum — that  they  live  as  long  in  the  workhouse  as  here,  and  that  they  do  not  cause 
any  inconvenience  in  the  workhouse. 
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Ballinasloe,  4th  June,  1857.  Ballinaslob. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Reding  ton,  Chairman  ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Ballinasloe  District  Asylum.  Ballinasloe  District 

Asylum. 

Denis  Henry  Kelly,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined.  Denis H.  Kelly, Estj., 

9745.  Have  you  been  long  a Governor  of  this  asylum? — For  several  years. 

9746.  Have  you  been  regular  in  your  attendance  during  that  period  ?— I am  sorrv  I cannot 
exactly  say  I have  been  regular.  I have  been  here  occasionally.  I live  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  asylum  and  my  attendance  is  only  occasional. 

9747.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Governors  and  as  to  the  Appointment  of 
constitution  of  the  Board?— They  seem  to  work  very  well  here,  so  far  as  I can  see;  the  Governors, 
asylum  being  hero  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ballinasloe,  where  there  is  a great  number  of 

gentry  resident, _ there  is  always  a good  attendance,  and  they  never  fail  in  forming  a Board. 

Gentlemen  in  different  places  around  have  the  power  of  sending  parties  who  require  to  be 
treated  into  the  asylum.  They  occasionally  look  after  the  interests  of  their  respective 
counties. 

9748.  Do  you  think  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Board  would  assume  more  of  a repre- 
sentative character  would  be  more  desirable  than  the  present? — It  would  be  virtually  the 
same  parties  that  would  be  appointed,  and  I do  not  think  that  a different  arrangement  would 
be  productive  of  any  benefit. 

9749.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  a certain  number  of  the 
Board  being  nominated  by  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  several  counties? — I think  they  ought  to 
be  so  nominated,  and  the  Board  here,  as  it  is  constituted  at  present,  comprises  a good  number 
of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Juries.  Gentlemen  have  been  recommended  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant from  each  county,  by  the  Grand  Juries,  and  they  have  been  appointed  on  the  part  of 
their  respective  counties. 

9750.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Grand  Juries  of  Mayo,  Galway,  or  Roscommon  appoint  Visiting  Committees; 

any  committee  to  inspect  the  asylum? — I do  not  think  they  do.  attendance  of 

9751.  I believe  the  situation  of  the  asylum  would  of  itself  prevent  many  of  the  Governors  overnor3- 
from  Mayo  attending? — Yes. 

9752.  With  reference  to  the  attendance  of  Governors  at  this  Board,  to  which  you  have 
referred,  you  are  not  perhaps  aware  that,  dui’ing  the  last  three  years,  there  have  been  seven- 
teen days  on  which  a quorum  did  not  assemble? — I am  not  aware  of  that;  I should  think 
it  not  at  all  impossible. 

9753.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  tlie  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  The  Inspectors  as 

Asylums  being  ex  officio  members  of  this  Board? — I think  it  very  advantageous.  BoSd^he  main 

9754.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  maimer  in  which  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  tenanceof  the 
this  institution  are  at  present  raised,  namely,  through  the  county  rate — do  you  think  that  Asylum, 
preferable  to  their  being  raised  through  the  poor  rate? — Far  preferable. 

9755.  Do  you  consider  any  alteration  of  the  law  desirable,  as  regards  the  chargeability  of 
the  inmates,  which  now  falls  upon  the  county  at  large  ? — I should  say  not. 

9756.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  of  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  by  which  Dangerous  Lunatic 
magistrates  are  empowered,  on  medical  certificate,  on  being  satisfied  of  the  dangerous  character  Act‘ 

of  a lunatic,  to  commit  him  to  gaol;  do  you  consider  gaols  suitable  places  for  such  cases? 

— They  are  most  objectionable  in  every  way. 

9757.  What  amendment  of  the  law  would  you  desire  with  reference  to  such  cases? — I 
would  have  them  committed  to  a lunatic  asylum  instead  of  to  a gaol. 

9758.  In  the  event  of  the  lunatic  asylum  not  affording  accommodation  at  the  time,  would 
you  throw  the  onus  upon  the  Board  of  Governors  of  providing  accommodation? — I do  not 
speak  with  reference  to  other  asylums;  I know  nothing  about  them,  but  in  such  an  asylum 
as  this  it  is  impossible  what  you  refer  to  could  occur;  we  could  always  make  room  here. 

9759.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  class  of  the  lunatics  confined  here  that  could  properly  Detention  of  lunatics 
be  detained  in  workhouses? — I think  the  detention  of  lunatics  in  workhouses  highly  in  workhouses, 
objectionable ; I think  they  are  entirely  subversive  of  the  discipline  of  a workhouse,  and  it 

is  very  injurious  to  the  poor  creatures  themselves  to  have  them  there,  for  it  is  totally  impos- 
sible that  any  cure  can  ever  take  place. 

9760.  In  the  workhouses  with  which  you  are  acquainted,  are  not  the  attendants  upon 
lunatics  usually  paupers  ? — Yes,  there  can  be  no  other  attendants  upon  them. 

9761.  I believe  the  patients  who  are  received  into  this  asylum  do  not  belong  merely  to  Question  of  receiving 
the  class  whom  the  law  considers  destitute  poor,  but  to  that  class  also  whose  families  might  paying  Patients- 
not  be  qualified  or  entitled  to  receive  pauper  relief? — That  is  the  case. 

9762.  What  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  admission  of  a class  of  paying  patients  into 
this  asylum? — If ‘that  was  permitted  to  a certain  exteut,  I would  look  upon  it  as  a great 
charity  and  a great  advantage  to  the  public;  for  instance,  if  a farmer,  having  about  £100 
a-year,  has  the  misfortune  to  have  a parent,  or  a child,  or  a brother  or  sister,  in  a state  of 
lunacy,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  send  that  person  to  a private  asylum,  and  it  is  equally 
impossible  that  at  home  he  can  give  to  the  patient  the  care  required ; and  I consider  it  is 
fully  as  much  a charity  to  receive  a lunatic  of  that  class  into  this  ■ asylum  at  a reduced 
charge  as  to  receive  free  a pauper  lunatic. 

9763.  I believe  the  law  is  silent  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  persons  of  such  a class 
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should  be  received  ? — I believe  so.  It  is  the  practice  to  receive  them  here,  and  I consider 
we  were  doing  our  duty  in  admitting  them. 

9764.  Supposing  the  legislative  sanction  given  to  the  admission  of  a class  of  patients  whose 
friends  would  be  enabled  to  pay  for  them  in  the  asylum,  do  you  consider  the  law  should 
enable  you  to  apply  any  test,  or  would  you  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Governors  to 
see  that  such  persons  were  not  unduly  or  improperly  received? — I do  not  know  what  test 
could  be  applied.  They  ought  not  to  be  parties  who  could  be  provided  for  elsewhere 
They  should  be  parties  in  such  a position  that  they  could  not  be  paid  for  in  a private 
asylum,  or  could  not  receive  proper  care  at  home.  It  is  right  that  persons  in  such  a con- 
dition should  have  the  benefit  of  a public  institution  like  this  on  paying  for  it;  but  I do  not 
think  that  those  who  are  well  able  to  provide  for  themselves,  or  whose  friends  could 
provide  for  them  otherwise,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  encumber  a public  establishment  of 
this  kind. 

9765.  I understand  you  would  be  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Governors 
to  decide  whether  the  case  was  one  that  might  be  received  ? — I think  you  might  safely  do  so 
here,  at  least. 

9766.  I believe  there  is,  on  the  part  of  a considerable  class  of  the  population,  an  indispo- 
sition to  allow  their  relatives  to  receive  aid  in  the  nature  of  relief  from  a public  institution 
although  they  might  not  be  able  to  pay  for  them  in  a private  asylum  ? — I think  there 
would  be.  There  is  many  a very  decent  farmer  whose  child  or  sister  might  be  in  a state 
of  lunacy,  and  who  would  be  glad  to  have  that  relative  in  this  asylum,  where  he  paid 
a certain  proportion  of  the  cost,  rather  than  send  the  party  to  the  workhouse,  or  have  him 
or  her  received  here  as  a pauper.  I think  that  decent  feeling  exists  amongst  the  peasantry 
of  this  country.  They  are  rather  independent,  and  would  prefer  that  their  relatives 
should  not  be  received  into  an  asylum  of  this  kind  as  mere  paupers. 

9767.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  in  the  event  of  paying  patients  being  received,  the  sum  to 
be  charged  for  each  should  be  a fixed  sum,  based  upon  the  cost  of  maintenance  ? — Decidedly. 

9768.  And  not  a varying  sum  ? — No. 

9769.  Considering  the  large  extent  of  this  district,  comprising  the  counties  of  Galway 
Mayo,  and  Roscommon,  do  you  feel  that  the  Board  are  enabled  to  exercise  sufficient  vigi- 
lance as  to  the  class  of  patients  admitted,  so  as  to  guard  against  the  admission  free  of  persons 
who  might  be  able  to  pay? — I think  that  is  very  carefully  looked  to.  The  only  mode  of 
admission  is  by  order  of  the  Governors,  and  I am  not  aware  of  any  Governor  who  would 
sanction  the  admission  of  a person  who  was  not  entitled  to  be  received.  There  is  a form 
under  which  cases  are  admitted,  and  that  form  is  to  be  filled  up  and  signed  by  a medical 
man,  and  by  a justice  of  the  peace;  and  at  the  bottom  comes  the  order  from  the  Governor 
to  receive  the  person  into  the  asylum,  and  for  the  payment  of  a certain  sum  for  the  car- 
riage of  the  person  to  the  asylum.  That  is  the  great  advantage  of  having  Governors 
scattered  over  the  district  In  my  own  district  I two  or  three  times  found  very  great 
misery  amongst  parties  so  afflicted.  When  I happened  to  be  away  at  one  time,  a case 
requiring  admission  broke  out,  and  none  of  my  friends  in  the  neighbourhood  could  send  that 
person  into  the  asylum. 

9770.  This  admission  of  individual  patients,  by  order  of  individual  Governors,  appeal’s  to 
bo  in  conflict  with  the  regulations  of  the  Privy  Council,  which  provide  that  every  patient 
shall  be  “ admitted  upon  a special  direction  by  the  Board,  unless  in  cases  of  urgency, 
when  the  physician  may  admit  upon  his  own  authority,  stating  on  the  face  of  his  order  the 
grounds  on  which  he  acts?” — Patients  admitted  upon  the  order  of  individual  Governors  are 
only  admitted  provisionally  till  the  next  meeting.  The  case  is  reported  by  the  physician, 
and  if  there  is  any. reason  why  a patient  should  not  be  kept,  he  is  discharged;  if  otherwise, 
the  admission  is  confirmed.  It  would  be  a virtual  denial  of  the  benefit  of  the  establishment 
if  a man  in  a state  of  lunacy  was  obliged  to  wait  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  which 
might  not  take  place  for  a month. 

9771.  But  those  urgent  cases  are  provided  for  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  which 
require  the  physician  to  admit  under  such  circumstances? — The  cases  I speak  of  are 
admitted  always  through  the  physician. 

9772.  From  your  acquaintance  with  the  country  as  a resident  gentleman,  is  it  your 
opinion  that  there  is  any  large  amount  of  lunacy  or  idiocy  unprovided  for  ? — I do  not  think 
there  is  now.  There  are  several  cases  of  idiocy,  but  I do  not  think  they  are  cases  that 
could  be  brought,  with  any  advantage  to  them,  into  a lunatic  asylum.  They  are  harmless 
idiots,  wandering  about  or  kept  by  then'  friends.  There  is  a good  deal  of  that  through 
the  country,  and  there  will  always  be  more  or  less  of  it;  but  the  cases  requiring  treatment, 
or  affording  any  hope  of  cure,  or  of  being  benefited  by  admission  to  the  asylum,  they  are, 
I think,  pretty  generally  received. 

9773.  Do  you  not  think  there  are  social  reasons  for  which  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
class  of  idiots  wandering  about  the  country  should  be  collected  in  some  institution  rather 
than  be  left  at  large? — I rather  think  not;  I think  it  would  be  a misery  to  themselves. 

9774.  I believe  the  form  of  admission  for  this  asylum  requires  the  affidavit  to  state  that 
the  applicant  is  not  subject  to  epilepsy,  and  was  not  born  an  idiot? — Yes. 

9775.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  regulations  state  that  idiots  as  well  as 
lunatics,  properly  so  called,  and  also  epileptic  persons,  may  be  admitted  into  these  asylums?-— 
I was  not  at  all  aware  of  that,  but  I believe  it  is  a very  common  thing  that  there  is  a certain 
degree  of  epilepsy  connected  with  lunacy,  and  it  is  a very  difficult  thing  for  a person,  such 
as  a medical  man,  who  merely  sees  a patient  for  a short  time,  when  brought  before  him  for 
examination,  to  deeide  whether  the  case  is  epileptic  or  not.  There  was  a case  of  a woman 
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here,  who  was  exceedingly  violent  and  who  had  been  wandering  about  the  country ; she  got 
into  the  poorhouse  at  Mountbellew  We  gave  an  order  for  her  to  be  brought  here,  and  the 
instant  she  saw  the  policeman  she  threw  herself  into  the  most  violent  state  of  excitement, 
tore  her  clothes  and  mutilated  her  person  in  an  awful  manner,  and  fell  into  the  most  horrible 
epileptic  fits  I ever  saw.  Previous  to  that  the  medical  man  who  examined  her  would  not 
have  said,  that  she  was  epileptic  at  all. 

9776.  iH'om  another  provision  in  the  form  of  admission  which  requires  it  to  be  stated 
that  the  person  is  not  incurable,  I presume,  the  object  was  to  preserve  the  asylum  as  much 
as  possible  tor  curable  cases  ? — Yes. 

9777.  In  the  case  of  lunatics  sent  from  workhouses,  is  the  provision  requiring  an  engage- 
ment for  the  removal  of  the  patient  generally  complied  with?— It  is  generally  done  by  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  or  the  chairman  of  the  day.  Such  cases  do  not  frequently  occur, 
unless  one  arises  like  that  I have  just  described,  where  the  person  would  do  injury  to  him- 
self or  others.  The  more  legitimate  mode  would  be  to  commit  such  parties  to  the  countv 
prison,  and  from  that  they  would  be  transferred  here ; but  sometimes,  when  a case  of  necessity 
arises,  you  arc  obliged  to  resort  to  the  most  direct  and  immediate  course  at  once. 

9778.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of 
tins  establishment;  do  you  think  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Executive  Government  or  to  the 
Board  of  Governors  ? I think  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Governors,  with  a veto  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  if  the  Governors  should  make  an  improper  appointment.  I am  con- 
vinced that  any  Board  that  has  to  do  the  work  of  managing  the  asylum  should  have  the 
appointment  and  control  of  then-  own  officers.  If  officers  are  appointed  over  them  they 
have,  not  that  control ; they  will  not  exercise  the  same  power  they  would  possess  if  the 
appointment  la}'  with  themselves. 

9779.  Would  you  give  the  power  of  removal  to  any  central  authority  after  inquiry  and 
investigation  ? — W ell,  I suppose  the  Government  is  considered  the  central  authority  in  Ireland 
generally  upon  every  tiling.  That  is  a matter  I would  not  venture  to  give  an  opinion  upon. 

9780.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable  the  resident  manager  of  this  institution 
should  he  a medical  man  ? — Decidedly. 

9781.  Do  the  Governors,  on  the  occasion  of  their  meeting,  usually  go  through  the  estab- 
lishment?— Almost,  always  two  of  them.  It  is  a rule  with  us,  when  we  meet  here  at  the 
Board,  that  two  members  shall  make  a round  of  the  house,  and  the  remainder  go  on  with  the 
work,  and  a very  hard  day’s  work  it  is  too. 

9782.  There  is  no  regular  visiting  committee,  except  the  committee  that  is  appointed  for 
the  occasion  at  each  meeting  ? — I believe  not. 

9783.  Are  there  not  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution? — There  are. 

9784.  Have  there  always  been  chaplains  in  this  institution ? — No;  it  was  only  six  or  seven 
years  ago  the  arrangement  was  made  to  have  chaplains  here. 

9785.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  having  chaplains  attached 
to  this  institution ? — Well,  it  has  been  productive  of  less  evil  than  I should  have  expected; 
there  has  been  less  controversy  than  I should  have  anticipated.  We  put  one  creed  at  one 
side  of  the  asylum,  and  the  other  creed  at  the  opposite  side,  and  they  had  no  means  of  coming 
in  conflict  in  any  way.  I hear  from  medical  men  who  have  been  here,  that  the  consolations 
of  religion  to  those  who  attended  religions  worship,  were  productive  of  good  effects  in 
a medical  point  of  view.  I was  greatly  afraid  of  the  system  when  it  was  first  instituted ; I 
thought  it  would  have  led  to  a battle  of  the  chaplains,  but  it  did  not  turn  out  so. 

9786.  Do  you  mean  that  the  persons  of  different  creeds  were  placed  at  opposite  sides  of 
the  house,  or  that  the  places  set  apart  for  the  chaplains  are  on  different  sides  of  the  establish- 
ment?— I believe  so.  There  is  a corridor  on  each  side  at  the  top,  and  one  is  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  patients,  and  the  other  for  the  Protestant  patients. 

9787.  When  you  speak  of  there  being  less  controversy  in  the  house  than  you  expected,  do 
you  mean  controversy  amongst  the  chaplains,  or  religious  contentions  amongst  the  inmates  ?— 
Religious  contentions  amongst  the  inmates  was  more  what  I expected.  I was  afraid  the 
introduction  of  religious  worship  into  the  asylum  would  have  caused  the  inmates,  when  they 
came  from  their  different  services,  to  engage  in  exciting  controversies,  and  would  have  led  to 
results  that  would  he  deplorable.  It  has  not  produced  that  effect,  and  the  chaplains  on  both 
sides  have  behaved  with  great  judgment  and  discretion,  and  we  have  no  unseemly  fighting 
or  squabbling. 

9788.  You  say  there  has  been  less  religious  controversy  than  you  expected,  to  what  extent 
has  it  occurred  ? — There  must  he  always  more  or  less. 

9789.  To  what  extent  lias  it  occurred  ? — I cannot  exactly  say,  but  I have  heard  here  and 
there  occasionally,  that  there  was  sqjne  expression  used  and  that  another  fellow  said  he  did 
not  like  it,  but  nothing  worth  talking  about  took  place. 

9790.  I believe  the  accounts  of  this  institution  are  at  present  audited  hy  the  Commissioners 
of  Audit  in  London,  do  you  think  that&atisfa  ctory,  or  would  you  desire  a more  local  audit  ? — 

I do  not  know ; the  present  audit  seems  to  he  very  fair  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  1 do  not  see  any 
objection  to  it. 

9791.  The  objection  raised  to  it  m other  places  is,  that  it  does  not  take  place  till  after  a 
long  interval  of  time?— It  is  generally  a humbug. 

Anthony  O' Flaherty,  Esq.,  j.p.,  D.X.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9792.  I believe  you  are  a Governor  of  this  institution?— Yes,  fpr.a  very  short  time,  only 
a few  months- 

9793.  You  have  been  also,  for  some  years,  chairman  of  a Poor  Law  Union  in  the  district  ?t— 
Ye?. 
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9794.  Wlmt  is  the  usual  course  pursued  with  reference  to  lunatics  who  are  admitted  into 

the  workhouse  ? — They  are  generally  admitted  like  other  paupers  in  the  first  instance  and 
transmitted,  when  they  become  dangerous  lunatics,  to  the  gaol  upon  the  committal  of  tw 
magistrates.  That  course  is  necessarily  preliminary  to  their  being  admitted  here  and  the° 
they  come  to  the  asylum.  ’ 

9795.  In  the  case  of  the  union  with  which  you  are  connected,  the  Galway  Union,  Ibelieve 

such  cases  would  be  committed  first  to  the  gaol  of  the  town  of  Galway? — Yes;  to  the  eaolof 
the  town.  Our  union  extends  into  the  county.  ’ ° 

9796.  Have  the  pauper  lunatics  thus  committed  from  the  union  extendinn-  into  the  county 
and  comprising  the  county  of  the  town,  been  transmitted  to  this  asylum  and  charged  to  the 
county  of  the  town? — Yes;  so  we  understand  it  to  be. 

9797.  Do  you  consider  the  workhouse  a suitable  place  for  the  detention  of  any  class  of 
lunatics? — By  no  means ; it  is  a very  unsuitable  place. 

9798.  I believe  workhouses  were  not  constructed  originally  with  a view  to  lunatics  being 

detained  in  them  for  any  period? — Not  at  all.  ° 

9799.  I presume  it  is  the  case,  as  stated  by  the  last  witness,  that  the  attendants  upon  the 
lunatics  in  workhouses,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  are  always  paupers  ? — Always  • we 
have  no  provision  for  any  other. 

9800.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  admission  of  a class 
of  patients  whose  friends  might  he  enabled  to  pay  for  them  in  this  institution,  but  who  could 
not  pay  for  them  in  a private  asylum,  what  is  your  opinion  on  that  subject? — I entirely  agree 
with  Mr.  Kelly  on  that  point.  It  would  be  most  desirable  to  admit  here  a certain  class 
whose  friends  or  relatives  could  pay  a certain  sum  for  them.  I believe  that  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  necessities  we  have  connected  with  lunatic  asylums. 

9801.  From  your  knowledge  of  this  large  county,  do  you  consider  there  is  any  consider- 
able number  of  persons,  idiots  or  lunatics,  at  large,  who  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  some 
institution? — I am  quite  of  opinion  that  a large  class  is  at  large  who  ou'dit  not  be  so. 
There  ought  to  be  some  provision  made  for  the  care  of  such  parties,  so  as  to  remove  them 
from  intercourse  with  the  public. 

9802.  As  regards  the  chargeability  of  lunatics,  which  at  present  is  upon  the  county  rate, 

are  you  satisfied  with  that  arrangement,  or  do  you  think  any  other  would  he  more  desirable  ? 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  give  a decided  opinion  upon  that  point.  One  does  not  like  to  offer 
his  own  judgment  in  opposition  to  the  judgment  of  others,  so  much  superior  in  intelligence 
and  experience;  but  I should  say  myself,  judging  from  the  facts,  that  it  would  be  very  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  occupiers  to  have  the  chargeability  placed  upon  the  poor  rate  rather 
tno,vJ)0,r  “ie  county  cess.  That  charge  would  he  an  advantage  to  ratepayer  and  occupier. 

9803.  Inasmuch  as  the  ratepayer  pays  only  half  of  the  poor-rate  ?— Yes. 

9804.  Do  you  think  that  any  more  local  charge  for  the  lunatics  could  be  established  than, 

that  which  at  present  exists,  namely,  the  charge  upon  the  county  at  large  ?— I should  think 
that  every  district,  union,  or  barony,  or  subdivision,  ought  to  pay  for  its  own  lunatic  poor. 
1 am  a great  advocate  for  bringing  responsibility  as  much  home  as  possible  to  every 
person  m the  community.  It  would  tend  more  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  country 
eventually.  ° 

9805.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  constitution  of  this  Board,  do  you  consider  the 
appointment  of  Governors  should  he  left  to  the  Executive  Government,  or  that  the  Board 
should  assume  any  thing  of  a representative  character  ? — I think  they  ought  to  assume  some- 
thing of  a representative  character ; I think  a certain  portion  ought  to  be  appointed  by  one 
class,  and  a certain  portion  by  another.  It  ought  not  to  be  left  altogether  to  the  Executive. 

there  ought  to  he  a representation  of  taxation. 

. i IIave  you  ever  considered  more  minutely  how  that  representation  might  be  afforded 
either  by  nomination  from  the  Grand  Juries,  or  election  from  magistrates,  or  any  other 
couise . —No.  I do  not  think  the  selection  from  magistrates  would  he  a proper  course.  They 
are  not  the  parties  I would  propose  to  see  represented.  I refer  rather  to  the  occupiers  and 
ratepaying  tenants.  The  Grand  Jury  might  appoint  a certain  number  of  members,  and 
there  might  be  some  mode  of  selection  by  which  those  parties  interested  in  the  payment  of 
e tax  might  be  represented.  It  is  not  easy  to  point  out  an  arrangement  at  this  moment, 
°-  cari7ing.  °.ut  I have  indicated  could  be  discovered. 
ycU 7.  VVhat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  superior  officers  of  these  institutions 
being  appointed  by  the  Executive  Government  or  by  the  local  Boards  ? — There  is  a good  deal 
to  be  said  for  the  one  mode  and  for  the  other.  I think  with  Mr.  Kelly  that,  if  you  take  away 
altogether  the  power  of  appointment  of  certain  officers  from  the  Board,  the  Board  may  not 
lave  that  proper  control  and  authority  they  otherwise  would.  I think  that  if  the  appoint- 
ment was  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  or  in  any  other 
mode  thought  proper,  or  by  giving  a power  of  dismissal  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  under  such 
Grernors  miSht  have  the  power  of  appointment. 

youo.  Ihere  being  of  course  a power  of  dismissal  for  misconduct? Of  course ; that  I think 

ve^y  ™PPrl^nt:  t0  give  the  Executive  the  power  of  dismissal. 

9809.  Referring  to  a previous  part  of  your  evidence — I believe  a pauper  patient  when 
received  direct  from  the  workhouse  into  this  asylum,  immediately  becomes  chargeable  to  the 
n°  ma/^er  what  union  he  may  have  come  from  ? — Just  so. 

^ are  aware  of  the  duties  which  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  discharge — is 
it  your  opinion  they  should  sit  upon  the  Boards  or  attend  them  as  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
attend  .Boards  of  Guardians? — I think  they  ought  to  attend  in  that  way;  they  might  sit  at 
the  Board  hut  not  vote.  ° J J 

9811.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  chaplains  being  attached  to  these  insti- 
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tutions?  I am  clearly  of  opinion  there  ought  to  he  chaplains  attached  to  these  institutions  - 
even  independently  of  any  other  view  of  the  case,  I think  in  a sanitary  point  of  view  they 
would  be  useful.  c 3 

9812.  I believe  you  reside  principally  at  a considerable  distance  from  Ballinasloe  ?— Yes. 

98  L3.  Do  you  think  the  remoteness  of  the  western  districts  of  this  county  or  Mavo  from 
the  asylum  has  operated  in  preventing  cases  seeking  admission  that  would  otherwise''  apply? 
— 1 canI1?t  S?Y  “iat  °.y  own  knowledge;  on  the  contrary,  I find  a great  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  friends  of  lunatics  to  get  them  into  the  asylum — a very  great  anxiety  indeed".  There 
is  no  exertion  they  do  not  use  to  try  and  induce  the  neighbouring  magistrates  or  gentlemen 
to  get  the  party  admitted.  ° 

9814. 1 believe  the  fact  of  such  an  asylum  existing  for  the  reception  of  such  cases  is  gene- 
rally known  throughout  the  district,  no  matter  how  remote  ?— It  is  perfectly  well  known. 

9815.  You  have  stated  that  there  is  considerable  anxiety  on  the  part  of  friends  to  get 

admission  for  their  relatives  into  the  asylum  ? — Yes.  ° 

9816.  And  that  there  still  remains  a considerable  number  of  lunatics  out  of  doors  unpro- 
vided for  ? — Undoubtedly.  * 

9817.  May  not  that  arise  from  the  form  of  admission  which  excludes  three  very  important 
classes,— idiots,  epileptics,  and  incurables  ?_I  think  the  form  of  admission  highly  objection- 
able; nothing  could  be  more  so,  in  my  judgment. 

9818.  Are  you  aware  that  the  form  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Privy 
Council? — Now,  I understand  it  is  not;  I was  not  aware  of  that  before.  I took  it  as  a 
matter  of  course  that  the  form  would  not  be  printed  if  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  Privy  Council. 

9819.  You  are  aware  that  while  there  are  a considerable  number  of  cases  outside  the 
asylum  there  are  twenty-three  vacancies  in  the  asylum?— Yes. 


John  13.  MlKierna.n,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

9820.  How  long  have  you  been  manager  of  this  institution?— Since  the  opening  of  the 
asylum,  in  November,  1833. 

9821.  1 believe  you  are  not  a professional  person? — I was  an  apothecary,  and  attended  as 
a student  at  St.  Patrick’s,  in  Dublin.  I never  took  out  a degree. 

9822.  Wliat  experience  had  you  of  the  insane  before  coming  here? — I was  seven  years 
assistant  apothecary  at  the  House  of  Industry,  and  for  two  years  previous  to  coming  here  I 
superintended  the  lunatic  department  in  the  House  of  Industry. 

9823.  Has  the  form  of  admission  which  has  been  referred  to  here  to-day  been  always  in 
use  in  the  asylum? — Not  exactly.  The  words  “not  incurable"  were  not  originally  in  the 
form.  The  Board  of  Governors  have  put  in  these  words. 

9824.  How  long  since  ? — I cannot  say  exactly.  It  is  a long  time  ago. 

9825.  Were  not  the  words  “not  subject  to  epilepsy,”  or  “not  born  an  idiot,”  always  in  the 
form  ? — They  were  always  in  the  form.  The  Council  rules  now  in  existence  were  not  then 
formed,  and  we  had  nothing  to  guide  us. 

9826.  Were  the  Privy  Council  regulations  furnished  to  the  managers  of  the  different 
asylums? — They  were,  when  they  came  out,  in  1843. 

9827.  By  whom  do  the  admissions  take  place? — The  patients  are  allowed  to  come  in  at 
once  when  the  papers  are  perfect. 

9828.  Without  their  cases  being  considered  by  the  Board? — Without  being  considered  by 
the  Board,  and  their  cases  are  brought  before  the  Board  on  the  next  day  of  meeting. 

9829.  Do  the  Board  reconsider  the  cases  on  the  next  board  day? — No. 

9830.  Do  the  minutes  of  the  Board  contain  any  record  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
admitted? — The  only  way  they  contain  them  is,  that  my  return  of  the  state  of  the  house  is 
read,  and  that  return  contains  the  names. 

9831.  The  minutes  of  the  Board  do  not  show  the  names  or  number  of  the  persons 
admitted  since  the  previous  meeting? — They  do  not. 

9832.  Do  the  memoranda  of  the  business  to  be  done,  which  you  lay  before  the  Board, 
contain  the  names  of  the  parties  who  have  been  admitted  since  the  previous  meeting  ? — 
They  do. 

9833.  Practically  are  any  of  those  cases  ever  reconsidered  and  rejected  ? — Practically  they 
are  not. 

9834.  In  the  last  case,  which  appears  to  have  been  admitted  on  the  30th  May,  that  was 
not  a Board  day? — No. 

9835.  There  is  no  entry,  as  required  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  that  this  was  a 
case  of  special  urgency  admitted  by  the  visiting  physician  ? — No. 

9836.  Is  it  not  the  practice  to  make  that  entry? — Sometimes  the  physician  has  admitted 
urgent  cases.  My  instructions  from  the  Board  are  to  take  in  a case  where  the  papers  are 
filled  up ; however,  the  great  body  of  the  cases  are  admitted  upon  warrants,  and  the  most  of 
the  other  cases  are  received  upon  Governors’  orders. 

9837.  With  regard  to  these  cases,  have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  gettinga  patient 
removed,  under  tie  bond  attached  to  the  form  of  admission,  after  he  was  cured? — -W e some- 
times have  to  send  them  home  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 

9838.  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  finding  out  the  locality  where  the  person  signing 
the  bond  resided,  or  in  discovering  those  who  were  bound  to  receive  the  patient? — They 
have  not  always  answered  my  letters. 

9839.  Have  you  been  obliged  to  retain  any  patient  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
removed  if  the  bond  had  been  carried  out? — I am  not  aware  of  such  a case. 
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9840.  Have  you  never  had  to  proceed  upon  a lond?— No.  The  only  dlfficoltv  .v 

arose  was  m one  case  from  Galway,  and  I wrote  to  tile  clergyman  who  sinned  the  naiir 
the  subject,  and  he  said  the  people  were  very  poor.  ’ ° 011 

9841.  With  regard  to  the  admission  of  cases  from  the  gaols  by  warrant  of  the  T l 

Lieutenant,  do  you  receive  any  information  respecting  those  cases’— -None  'borcl 

9842.  Yen  require  certain  information  with  regard  to  the  cases  which  are  admitted  in  the 
usual  form?— Yes;  I should  say  that  I do  receive  some  information  with  respect  to  V 1 
cases  from  the  keepers,  how  long  they  have  been  in  the  gaol,  and  whether  they  were  vioW 
or  not ; and  sometimes  I do  not  get  that  information. 

9843.  The  information  you  get  depends  upon  the  capability  of  the  keeper  to  answer  the 

questions  you  put  verbally  ? — Yes.  e 

_ 9844.  Would  it  not  be  of  considerable  importance  that  yon  should  be  furnished  with  a 
history  ox  each  case? — Most  important. 

9845.  Is  it  the  practice  to  charge  the  cases  that  come  from  the  county  gaols  to  the  car 

ticular  counties  to  which  they  belong?— Yes;  we  charge  the  patient  to  the  countv  from 
the  gaol  of  which  he  comes.  J 

9846.  In  the  case  of  the  county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  patients  are  always  charged  tn 

the  county  of  the  town  ? — Always.  ' ° 

9847.  Have  you  many  applications  for  the  admission  of  patients  from  the  Guardians  of 
the  Poor  of  the  various  unions  ?— Perhaps  I should  say  from  eight  to  ten  in  the  year  from 
particular  localities,  Castlerea  and  Mouutbellew,  chiefly;  a few  from  Tuam.  There  was 
only  one  case  from  Roscommon,  one  from  Atlilone,  and  one  or  two  from  Portuinna 

9848!  Have  you  ever  applications  from  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  in  the  county  Mayo’— 
I have  had  from  Swineford.  J J 

9849.  Have  the  applications  from  the  county  Mayo  been  as  numerous  as  the  relative 
population  of  that  county  towards  the  rest  of  the  district  would  indicate  they  might  be’— 
Before  the  district  was  divided,  the  applications  from  Sligo  were  greater  in  proportion  to 
the  population  than  from  any  other  place  except  the  town  of  Galway,  which  was  always 
quite  beyond  the  proportion  of  its  population ; next,  Sligo ; next  in  order  was  the  comity  of 
Galway;  and  then  Mayo.  More  of  the  Galway  patients  were  cured.  There  were  fewer 
from  Roscommon  than  any  other  place  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

9850.  My  question  had  reference  to  the  number  of  applications.— We  got  no  applications 

except  those  from  gaols.  ° 11 

9851.  Then  I understand  the  Mayo  cases  are  principally  cases  sent  under  the  warrant  of 

the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I might  say  there  were  very  few  cases  these  five  or  six  years  except 
those  sent  m that  way.  1 

9852.  It  appears  that  five  out  of  six  of  the  admissions  since  the  last  Board  day  liave  been 
from  the  county  Mayo,  and  have  been  cases  transmitted  by  warrant  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant? 

les;  some  of  the  cases  seemed  to  be  dangerous,  hut  the  greater  number  were  not 
dangerous  at  all.  • 

9853.  Do  you  think  then  that  the  eases  transmitted  from  the  gaols  under  the  Dangerous 
Lunatic  Act,  have  been  sufficiently  investigated  by  the  local  medical  man  before  tlii  com- 
mittal of  the  parties  toprison  ?— I cannot  say  whose  is  the  fault ; hut  it  is  a fact  that  many 
cases  have  been  committed  as  dangerous  that  were  not  dangerous.  The  late  doctor  here 
saici,  he  would  put  down  some  cases  as  not  insane. 

9854.  What  was  the  general  course  of  proceeding  in  those  cases  ?— Parties  rejected  said 

g°  iY  .aiv  come  “ here  tllrough  the  gaol;  and  many  of  them  did  come. 

1<?.t  would  indicate  a difference  of  opinion  between  the  medical  authorities  here 
and  the  medical  authorities  m those  districts  from  which  the  patients  came,  with  regard  to 
ST  a “ ; hJ*7  are  Seuerally  cases  of  moral  insanity. 

Jb5b.  Are  you  furnished  with  any  history  of  the  cases  received  from  workhouses  ?— No 
more  than  is  contained  m the  form  of  admission,  except  I may  get  information  from  those 
who  come  with  them.  J & 

SaVG  7°XX  man^  P^g  patients  in  the  asylum  ?— Eight, 
yooo.  ±low  do  you  give  credit  for  the  sums  received  from  those  paying  patients ; is  it  to  the 
coun  y om  which  the  patients  come,  or  to  the  asylum  generally  ? — To  the  counties  from  which 
e patients  come.  Our  rate  of  charge  is  not  uniform,  it  is  according  to  the  means  of  the 
°ne  PaYs  £10,  another  £12,  another  £14;  and  £15  and  £16  are  the  general  sums. 

J.  Do  you  charge,  m any  case,  more  than  the  annual  average  cost  of  maintenance? — 
ere  was  a time  we  were  charging  more.  We  have  a pensioner  from  the  town  of  Galway, 
w 10  as  a pension  of  £4  15s.  a-quarter,  which  was  more  than  it  cost  us  formerly.  Now,  that 
SUqRffnr%'i,er  er.  tlie  ac4ual  cost-  Onr  average  expense  this  year  is  beyond  that. 

. ‘ hen  1 understand  the  Board  have  at  times  received  a larger  annual  sum  for  the 

maintenance  of  a lunatic  than  his  annual  cost  to  the  Board?— Yes;  in  that  one  case.  And 
tnere  was  another  case,  a great  many  years  ago,  of  a gentleman  from  Galway;  it  was  a 
peculiar  case,  and  the  friends  undertook  to  pay  £15  in  addition  to  another  £15.  He  was 
to  have  a servant  to  attend  him. 

TWri1’-  fside  41113  pase  of  pensioners,  I wish  to  know  .whether  it  is  the  rule  of  the 

. . ’ uxmg  the  sum  which  paying  patients  shall  pay,  not  to  charge  more  than  the  actual 
, OQpt)  -t5oarc‘-  of  the  patient? — Yes,  the  charge  is  generally  less  than  the  actual  cost 
,.  .e  those  patients  treated  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  patients  ? — Yes,  except  in  a 
“ P°u\t  of  view.  The  pauper,  if  he  had  been  respectable,  and  accustomed  to  good 

q£r\Tlld  be  treated  in  the  same 

Loot,  ? rp,0  Y^u  that  the  dietary  is  more  suited  to  what  their  habits  in  life  pay  have 
hey  get  white  bread  instead  of  the  second  quality  of  bread. 
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9864.  How  are  they  treated  with  respect  to  dress?— The  paying  patients  wear  their  own 
dress,  supplied  by  their  friends. 

986o.  Have  yon  had  any  cases  admitted  as  paying  patients  who  were  afterwards  put  on 
the  pauper  list? — One. 

9866.  Have  you  found  that  the  stipend  agreed  to  be  paid  for  paying  patients  has  been 
generally  paid? — On  the  last  board  day  a woman  from  Athlone  memorialed  the  Board  that 
she  was  not  able  to  pay  what  she  agreed  to  pay  for  her  husband,  and  the  Board  reduced 
the  charge. 

9867.  What  number  is  the  house  calculated  to  accommodate? — 337. 

9868.  Is  there  any  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  limiting  the  number  to  be  received? 

No  order. 

9869.  How  is  the  accommodation  divided  between  males  and  females? — There  is  some- 
what more  for  males  than  females. 

9870.  At  present  there  appear  to  be  307  patients  in  the  house? — Yes,  307. 

9871. 1 believe  there  are  vacancies  on  both  sides? — Yes. 

9872.  Are  there  many  applications  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  to-day? — Only  one. 

9873.  How  long  is  it  since  the  Sligo  and  Leitrim  cases  were  removed  from  this  asylum? — 
In  April,  1855. 

9874.  Was  any  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  then  removed? — Eighty-eight. 

9875.  Have  those  vacancies  ever  been  entirely  filled  up  since? — Four  months  ago  the 
male  places  were  filled  up,  and  we  were  depending  upon  the  discharges  for  vacancies.  The 
female  places  were  never  filled  up.  We  used,  at  the  commencement,  to  admit  three  males 
for  one  female.  The  consequence  was,  that  we  had  to  make  store-rooms  into  dormitories 
for  the  men.  Another  cause  was,  that  we  got  seventy  cases  from  the  gaols  of  Roscommon 
and  Mayo ; they  were  old  epileptic  cases. 

9876.  Those  cases  you  refer  to  as  coming  from  the  gaols  of  Mayo  and  Roscommon  were 
cases  admitted  when  the  house  was  first  opened? — Yes,  and  they  had  been  years  in  those 
gaols. 

9877.  Have  you  heard  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  female 
applications  ? — I could  not  say.  The  number  of  females  has  increased  wonderfully  during 
the  last  twelve  months  in  the  asylum,  and  within  the  last  six  months  more  especially.  The 
greater  number  of  them  could  not  be  accounted  for  in  any  way,  either  the  male  or  the 
female ; it  was  neither  owing  to  hereditary  disease  nor  drunkenness,  nor  any  other  cause 
that  we  could  find  out ; usually  we  were  enabled  to  discover  some  pre-disposing  or  other 
cause. 

9878.  Do  you  think  this  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates  has  been  in  any  degree 
occasioned  by  the  frightful  scenes  of  destitution  and  disease  witnessed  iu  this  country  some 
years  ago  ? — In  the  absence  of  any  thing  else,  I should  suppose  those  occurrences  have  had 
that  effect. 

9879.  Nothing  has  come  directly  to  your  knowledge  to  induce  you  to  form  that  opinion? — 
Nothing,  directly;  I have  been  Striving  to  find  out  the  cause,  and  could  not  ascertain 
exactly. 

9880. 1 believe  this  asylum  was  considerably  enlarged  some  time  since  ? — Yes ; we  had 
room  for  316  before  the  alteration,  and  the  asylum  was  made  by  the  alteration  to  hold  340. 
The  number  to  be  received  is  now  put  down  at  337. 

9S81.  From  a return  furnished  by  you  and  the  visiting  physician,  it  appears  that  on  the 
1st  January,  1857,  out  of  310  cases  then  in  the  house,  219  were  considered  incurable  ? — Yes. 

9882.  The  opportunity  for  receiving  new  cases  can,  therefore,  only  arise  from  ciu’es 
amongst  ninety-one  patients,  or  deaths  amongst  the  219? — Yes,  and  that  was  a very  high 
average  we  took  of  the  curables.  In  giving  ninety-one,  we  furnished  a number  larger  than 
was  likely  to  he  cured.  A great  many  of  those  cases  went  away  since. 

9883.  Have  you  had  occasion  to  refuse  many  applications  during  the  last  few  years  ? — 
None  since  1 851 ; since  the  building  was  increased. 

9884.  Previously  to  that,  had  you  occasion  to  refuse  applications? — Yes,  we  had  to  delay 
them  previous  to  that. 

9885.  Was  there,  iu  fact,  a difficulty,  arising  from  want  of  accommodation,  in  getting  in 
pauper  lunatics  ? — There  was  great  delay. 

9886.  Do  you  think  it  is  generally  known  that  difficulty  has  been  to  a considerable 
extent  removed ? — I should  suppose  so;  for  they  come  here  more  directly  now,  except, 
unfortunately,  in  Mayo,  where  they  put  them  into  gaol  instead  of  sending  them  here  direct ; 
if  there  could  be  a remedy  for  that  it  would  be  a great  matter. 

9887.  Are  you  engaged  in  any  other  pursuit  besides  being  manager  of  this  institution? — 
None  other. 

9888.  You  have  furnished  a list  of  thirty-six  Governors  of  this  asylum,  has  there  been  any 
alteration  in  the  number  of  Governors  since  the  district  was  divided,  removing  those  who 
lived  out  of  the  district? — I have  not  received  any. 

9889.  Of  those  thirty-six  Governors,  it  appears  that  during  the  last  three  years  only  nine 
attended,  and  that  two  of  these  were  the  Government  Inspectors,  you  must,  therefore,  have 
had  many  days  on  which  a quorum  did  not  attend  ?; — Yes. 

9890.  In  case  of  a quorum  not  meeting,  is  there  an  absolute  adjournment  of  the  business 
to  that  day  month? — No;  one  Governor  goes  over  the  accounts;  then  I go  to  others,  and 
if  I have  proof  sheets  show  them ; I have  gone  over  the  whole  of  the  business  with  three 
Governors,  one  after  another  in  that  way. 

9891.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  on  occasions  when  a quorum  do  not  assemble  the 


Ballinasloe. 

Ballinaslor.  District 
Asylum. 

J.  B.  M'Kiernan,  Esq. 


The  Asylum 
accommodation. 


Increase  in  number 
of  female  patients. 


Large  proportion  of 
incurable  cases; 
Asylum  enlarged  in 
1851 ; cases  delayed 
before  that. 


The  attendance  of 
Governors. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Manager  acts  as 
Secretary;  the 
Inspectors  at  the 
Board. 


Special  local  regula- 
tions; the  Superan- 
nuation Act. 


440  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 

Baiainasloe.  business  is  transacted  in  this  way,  that  you  get  governors  on  other  days  singly  to  <ro 
Ballinasloe  District  the  accounts,  and  pass  them?— Yes,  I get  them  as  well  as  I can.  ° J S 0ver 

Asylum.  9892.  It  also  appears,  that  of  the  seven  who  attended,  exclusive  of  the  Inspectors  t 

J.B.M'Kieman.Esc.  attended  only  once  in  three  years;  does  that  indicate  a bad  attendance  on  the  mrt 

Governors  in  this  district? — Yes.  P “e 

9893.  Do  you  think  this  locality,  being  remote  from  a large  portion  of  the  district  operates 
to  prevent  tlie  attendance  of  Governors? — Certainly;  since  the  poor  laws  were  established 
the  Governors  will  not  come  from  a distance ; I presume  they  think  the  poor  law  boards  more 
important.  Lord  Crofton  and  others  used  to  come  from  Roscommon  previous  to  tint 

9894.  When  did  you  last  see  a Governor  from  Mayo  here? — Not  for  a o-reat  many  vears 

9895.  Did  you  ever  see  a Mayo  Governor  here?— Yes;  they  used  to  spend  three  days  on 

it:  one  day  coming,  one  day  here,  and  another  going  back.  3 

9890.  Do  you  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

9897.  Do  you  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

9898.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  attend  and  vote  at  the  Board  like  other  Governors?— 
They  attend,  and  I think  the  Board  is  generally  swayed  very  much  by  the  opinion  of  the 

9899.  Then  you  probably  have  not  many  divisions  on  the  Board? — No. 

9900.  Are  there  any  special  local  regulations  in  force  in  the  house  beyond  the  Privy  Council 
regulations? — There  are,  some  about  servants. 

9901.  Are  those  regulations  approved  of  by  the  Board  of  Governors? — Yes. 

9902.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  putin  force  the  Superannuation  Act  of  hist  session? 
— We  have  two  cases  at  present  under  consideration. 

9903.  Have  any  difficulties  presented  themselves  in  dealing  with  those  cases  arising  from 
the  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  or  otherwise  ?— There  will  be  a difficulty  in  one  of  the 
cases,  that  of  a man  who  came  here  with  incurable  lunatics  from  Roscommon.  He  wants 
to  claim  the  seven  years’  time  he  putin  there  in  addition  to  his  time  here,  and  the  Inspectors 
seem  to  agree  to  that  in  their  letter  on  the  subject,  and  that  will  put  him  into  ahicrher-class- 

t fche  Act  of  Wm.  IV.;  it  will  give  him  eight-twelfths  instead  of  four-twelfths 

9904.  Is  there  a sufficient  number  of  attendants  in  the  house,  male  and  female  ?— We  are 
adopting  a regular  classification  and  are  dividing  the  patients  fairly,  and  there  is  an  assistant 
to  be  appointed  to-day  and  a head  keeper. 

9905.  Are  you  allowed  a sufficient  number  of  attendants? — Yes,  at  present-  we  will 

require  more.  1 ’ 

thri?0fif',.«f?attT|danlS  °u  t,leiF“PP?int"“™*  obliged  to  go  through  any  examination  as  to 
n ?— They  are  brought  before  the  Board  and  questioned. 

WVP0  they  genel;all-vl'Ci}d  *nd  write?— None  else  have  been  taken  in  these  few  years 
oaAq  c*nnot  read  or  write>  hut  they  were  appointed  formerly. 
ooao  Srtm  are  tlle  servants  appointed  ?— By  the  Board  in  every  case. 

9909.  Who  dismisses  them  ? — The  Board.  J 

99J0.  Is  the  Daily  Statement  Book  regularly  kept  ?— Yes. 

' hJnf  t f th?  CaS6S  °f  restraint  entere"d  daily  ?— We  have  only  an  odd  case  now  and  then, 
out  or  course  when  one  occurs  we  enter  it. 

des^rlin^Vi- ^ way  do  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  matters  you  may  think 
ooVctv  \ 1 attellt1011  -Sy  a written  report  or  statement. 
m.nW.  1°U  S“ed  Jou  hilve  vcr7  seldom  a case  of  restraint  here;  what 
them1 Z aW,ly  41,6  m,lff  C“VOri,,S  ‘°  40  I,imds’  a str“P  ro"”d 

lilt-  X’J'66!’5  th°se  instruments  of  restraint  ?-I  do,  in  a press  in  the  office, 
are  for  smmcJ  onl^wh™  7°“  gi™  ‘bom  out  ?-Ycs.  Mostof  our  restraints 

otherwise  fear  0f?  ' s“cb  « when  there  is  a poultice  or  blister  on,  that  the  patient  might 

to-davfoi^.Hn1'6  2Ily  poddedreoms  in  tile  asylum  ? — There  are  not.  There  are  tenders  in 
9W7  Whet  .S,  P-  dud  There  lra  two  thick  sheeting, 

in  tWr  owf^lf  ^ been  heretofore  used,  as  regards  the  patients,  were  they  secluded 

na  sells  or  in  those  rooms? — In  those  rooms.  3 

statute  acres  qUant't;)'  of  land  havli  70u  “ached  to  this  institution  ' We  have  forty-two 

mauds  y?  *0  Patients  generally  employed ?-The  men  who  are  fit  to  be  out  on  the 
some  are  m l . P °7ed  atspadeworkandgardening;  some  areassistbgthe  servants  cleaning; 
womei!™  i SOn?e  "?  CT?a«od  at  tailoring,  and  some  are  stacking  turf.  The 

made  up  in  HioSe  “*  Se™S'  imttinS’  and  spinning,  and  the  bedding  and  clothing  are 

wheal  ai"e  ‘be  forty-two  acres  chiefly  employed? — Potatoes,  and  oats,  and  sometimes 

Dlounhirer  P j . We  tave  0 cr0P  of  *l»»t  this  year.  We  are  obliged  to  have  a horse  for 
P wll  TT.  aT?  m“ure  10  adistan‘ f™  ™ got  lately.  8 
to  prtprwl  6 1 dltl0nal  ]a?d  w^ich  you  have  recently  obtained  practically  enabled  you 
in  meadow  einP^07ment  the  patients  ? — Greatly.  We  will  be  obliged  to  lay  down  more 

Sn  patients  t0  work  it 

We  have  ^ ^°U  kave  Sot  more  land  than  your  increased  number  of  patients  require? — 

d erk^nd^sto rekeeper  aft^rm  counts  ? — The  steward  keeps  the  rough  accounts  first,  and  the 
9924.  Axe  those  accounts  audited  by  the  Board?— Yes. 
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9925.  How  often? — Every  month. 

99213.  According  to  wliat  weight  are  the  supplies  derived  from  the  farm  for  the  use  of  the 
house  charged  in  the  accounts — is  it  the  market  weight? — Yes,  the  market  weight. 

9927.  Is  there  a good  supply  of  water  here  ?— Yes,  we  have  got  water  from  the  river  which 
we  work  up  with  the  horse ; but  even  the  horse  will  be  scarcely  able  to  work  up  a sufficient 
supply  when  we  get  the  water  closets  erected. 

9928.  Is  it  the  river  water  that  is  used  for  the  inmates?— We  have  a well  and  a pump  for 
drinking. 

9929.  Do  you  employ  the  patients  in  pumping  the  water  from  the  well?— Yes,  and  also  a 
small  engine  for  pumping  up  to  the  lauudry. 

9930.  Have  you  found  it  necessary  to  employ  the  patients  beyond  what  you  thought 
advisable  for  their  health? — We  had  to  do  so  before  we  got  the  horse.  The  patients  used 
to  get  swelled  legs,  and  that  is  the  reason  I recommended  the  getting  of  the  horse.  They 
have  light  work  now. 

9931.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  in  the  various  wards? — There  is  cold 
water  and  there  is  an  attempt  at  supplying  hot  water,  but  it  is  a very  bad  attempt.  We 
have  boilers  behind  the  grates;  some  of  the  boilers  burst.  They  hold  perhaps  only  three  or 
four  gallons,  and  while  the  water  is  being  drawn  away  it  becomes  cold. 

9932.  Have  you  lavatories  in  the  several  wards? — Yes. 

9933.  We  are  to  understand  there  is  not  a supply  of  warm  water  in  the  various  lavatories  ? 
— There  is  not. 

9934.  How  frequently  do  the  patients  get  a hath? — They  have  no  stated  time  for  baths; 
we  have  no  proper  way  but  one  to  give  them  a hath. 

9935.  Am  I to  understand  there  are  baths,  but  no  means  of  giving  them? The  difficulty 

is  that  there  is  no  supply  of  hot  water. 

9936.  Are  we  to  understand  from  your  answer  that  there  may  he  patients  in  this  estab- 
lishment who  have  not  been  put  into  a bath,  or  have  not  received  a general  washing  for  a 
considerable  period? — Yes. 

9937.  I presume  the  answer  you  have  giveu  does  not  apply  to  the  cases  of  dirty  patients? — 
No ; they  are  obliged  to  wash  frequently. 

9938.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  warming  the  building? — There  are  not,  except  by 
means  of  open  fire-places. 

9939.  Are  those  fire-places  in  the  inner  or  outer  walls? — Inner  walls. 

9940.  Are  there  fire-places  in  any  of  the  dormitories? — In  every  one  of  them. 

9941.  Are  they  ever  used? — In  winter  only. 

9942.  Is  the  house  sufficiently  warm  for  lunatics  in  winter? — I am  quite  satisfied  it  is  not. 

9943.  How  is  it  ventilated? — The  ventilation  is  not  very  perfect;  there  is  a good  deal,  no 
doubt ; we  have  a good  many  windows  which  open  on  a swivel,  the  top  portion,  and  there 
is  a small  ventilator  in  each. 

9944.  Does  the  ventilation  depend  more  upon  doors  and  windows,  or  are  there  any  artificial 
means? — There  are  no  artificial  means. 

9945.  As  regards  the  employment  of  the  patients,  are  you  enabled  to  make  up  all  the  female 
clothing  in  tlie  house  ? — Yes ; we  buy  the  raw  material. 

9946.  Are  you  enabled  to  make  up  the  shirting  for  the  men? — Yes. 

9947.  Not  having  a shoe-maker  you  do  not  now  make  the  shoes? — No;  and  our  tailor 
cannot  make  and  repair  all  the  men’s"  clothing,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  send  some  to  be  made. 

9948.  Are  any  of  the  paupers  under  instruction  in  those  trades? — No. 

9949.  Have  you  ever  employed  any  of  those  tradesmen  in  instructing  the  inmates? — No. 

9950.  What,  furniture  is  there  in  the  corridors? — None. 

9951.  Are  the  corridors  much  used  by  the  patients? — The  ends  of  them;  the  new  portion 
at  the  end. 

9952.  Why  should  the  ends  of  the  corridors  be  more  used  than  the  other  parts? — Because 
the  day-rooms  are  at  the  ends. 

9953.  What  furniture  is  there  in  the  day-rooms  beyond  tables  and  benches? — Nothing 
beyond  tables  and  forms. 

9954.  Are  there  any  chairs? — None,  except  in  the  convalescent  places;  we  have  ordered 
chairs. 

9955.  Do  the  patients  dinein  the  various  day-rooms  ? — Yes ; each  class  in  their  own  day-room. 

9956.  Are  there  any  books  for  the  use  of  the  patients? — A few — Chambers’  Miscellany 
and  Journal,  and  we  have  a parcel  of  Travels,  ana  they  have  got  prayer  books. 

9957.  Of  books  of  general  information  and  amusement,  what  number  may  there  be  for  the 
house? — Four  large  volumes  of  Chambers’ Journal. 

9958.  Is  there  at  this  moment  any  one  book  for  the  use  of  each  ward? — -There  is  not. . 

9959.  What  amusements  are  there  for  the  patients? — Dancing  and  singing  are  the  prin- 
cipal amusements ; some  of  the  men  play  draughts  and  chess.  I believe  a few  play  at  cards. 

9960.  At  what  time  do  they  go  to  bed  in  winter? — The  inmates  gSlieraily  go  to  bed  at 
half-past  seven.  Epileptics  go  to  bed  at  half-past  six. 

9961.  What  means  of  amusement  are  there  upon  wet  days  for  the  large  number  of  inmates 
in  this  bouse?— Nothing  particular. 

9962.  Are  there  any  prints  or  any  thing  on  the  walls  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  the  place  ? 
— -N  o. 

9963.  Do  the  females  ever  take  exercise  out  of  doors? — They  do. 

9964.  How  frequently  in  the  week?— About  once  or  twice  a-week;  they  have  a large 
place,  a field  enclosed  as  a yard. 
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9965.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  bedding? — I think  there  is  a very  good  supply  of 

bedding.  ^ 

9966.  Are  your  requisitions  for  clothing  duly  attended  to? — Yes. 

9967.  Is  there  a school  in  the  establishment? — There  is  not. 

9968.  Was  there  ever  a school? — Never. 

9969.  Have  j'ou  got  many  young  patients? — We  have  indeed;  we  have  got  small  boys 

9970.  Independently  of  those  who  might  be  able  to  benefit  by  the  instruction  given  in  a 

school,  is  there  not  a considerable  number  of  the  inmates  who  might  be  amused  by  receiving 
instruction  ? — Y es.  ° 

9971.  Has  the  matter  ever  been  under  consideration  ? — Never ; the  class  I speak  of  are 
generally  idiotic  and  epileptic  cases. 

9972.  How  frequently  in  the  week  is  meat  or  soup  given? — They  get  soup  four  times  a 
week. 

9973.  Is  any  solid  meat  given? — Only  by  order  of  the  physician. 

9974.  Is  the  meat  from  which  the  soup  is  made  given  to  the  inmates? — Yes,  in  the  soup. 

9975.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  were  not  always  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution? 
— Not  always. 

9976.  When  were  they  appointed? — I think  it  was  in  the  year  1848. 

9977.  How  many  chaplains  are  there? — Two. 

9978.  Have  you  inmates  of  any  other  persuasion  besides  the  Roman  Catholic  and  those 
of  the  Established  Church? — I am  not  aware;  we  had  one  Presbyterian,  but  I do  not  think 
we  have  one  now. 

9979.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship  ? — There  is  a large 
corridor  at  the  female  side  for  the  Roman  Catholics.  There  is  a railing  put  up  and  an  altar 
but  no  ornaments.  It  is  an  inspection  lobby  larger  than  a corridor. 

9980.  Is  it  exclusively  appropriated  for  that  purpose? — Yes ; and  at  the  opposite  side 
corresponding  is  the  place  for  the  Protestants.  The  Roman  Catholic  side  requires  to  be 
enlarged  very  much,  and  there  are  means  of  enlarging  it.  It  does  be  very  crowded. 

9981.  From  a return  you  have  furnished,  it  appears  that  as  many  as  180  Roman  Catholics 
attend  divine  worship? — Yes. 

9982.  What  proportion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  are  in  a condition  generally  to 
attend? — About  two-thirds.  Some  are  glad  to  go  that  are  not  very  well  fit  for  it,  but  it 
would  excite  them  more  to  exclude  them. 

9988.  It  is  also  stated  in  your  return  that  sixteen  was  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Established  Church  who  attended  divine  worship? — Yes. 

9984.  What  is  the  proportion  of  members  of  the  Established  Church  in  this  institution? 
— Twenty-four  or  twenty-six,  altogether  ; about  two-thirds  attend. 

9985.  Have  you  ever  known  any  quarrelling  or  squabbling  to  arise  amongst  the  inmates  in 
consequence  of  their  attendance  upon  divine  worship? — Never. 

9986.  Have  you  ever  had  any  religious  squabbling  at  all  amongst  them? — Never. 

9987.  What  is  the  result  of  your  experience  of  the  appointment  of  chaplains  as  regards 
the  inmates ?— -It  is  a great  gratification  to  them  to  have  chaplains;  and  to  deprive  them 
of  religious  ministrations  would  be  an  awful  thing.  They  were  discontented  formerly  from 
want  of  them,  and  I used,  before  wc  had  chaplains,  to  allow  Catholic  patients,  who  were 
convalescent,  to  attend  the  chapel  in  company  with  keepers,  as  it  was  near  the  house. 

9988.  What  religion  are  you  yourself  ? — A Protestant. 

9989.  If  you  or  the  visiting  physician  considered  a patient  in  his  then  state  of  mind 
would  be  excited  by  religious  matters,  what  course  would  you  adopt  with  reference  to  his 
attendance  upon  religious  worship? — I would  not  allow  him  to  go,  if  I thought  there  was 
any  injury  likely  to  arise. 

9990.  Do  you  think  the  Privy  Council  regulations  give  you  sufficient  power  with  regard 
to  the  inmates  in  cases  of  the  kind? — I have  always  understood  they  do. 

9991.  As  regards  the  attendance  of  the  clergymen  of  the  various  persuasions  at  other 
times  than  on  Sundays,  are  they  allowed  to  visit  patients  whenever  they  desire  ? — At  all  times. 

9992.  In  like  manner,  if  you  thought  a patient  would  be  excited  by  the  visit  of  a 
clergyman,  would  you  interfere  to  prevent  the  visit  ? — I would  represent  the  matter  to  the 
clergyman. 

9993.  No  difficulty  has  arisen  with  you  in  reference  to  chaplains  visiting  patients  who 
were  unfit  to  receive  them? — None  whatever;  on  the  contrary,  I have  spoken  to  chaplains 
to  visit  patients  who  could  not  be  well  managed,  and  they  have  done  so. 

9994  Did  you  find  them  to  give  aid  in  the  carrying  out  of  your  system  of  treatment? 

9995.  _ What  arrangements  do  you  make  with  regard  to  the  visits  of  the  friends  of  the 
poor  afflicted  creatures  in  the  asylum? — We  allow  them  in  upon  any  day  they  come. 

9996.  You  do  not  limit  them  to  the  day  fixed  by  the  Privv  Council  regulations? — We 
attempted  to  do  so,  but  so  few  came  upon  that  day,  and  so  many  came  upon  other  days, 
that  we  found  it  would  be  a great  hardship  not  to  admit  parties,  many  of  whom  came 
fifty  or  eighty  miles  to  see  a patient. 

. 9997.  How  frequently  do  the  Inspectors  visit  the  institution  ? — Some  years  twice  or  three 
times,  and  other  years  oftener. 

9998.  Are  their  visits  made  unawares  ? — Yes. 

9999.  Are  they  usually  made  on  board  days? — Sometimes;  Dr.  White  generally  came 
days,  and  Dr.  Nugent  generally  came  on  other  days,  as  a general  rule. 

10000.  How  soon  are  the  accounts  audited  after  the  close  of  each  half-year? — That  system 
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has  been  changed  some  years  ago.  We  have  to  send  up  a sheet  every  month;  then  they 
call  for  an  abstract  every  year. 

10001.  How  soon  after  the  half-year  is  closed  is  the  final  audit  of  the  accounts  made  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Audit? — It  is  a yearly  account  we  send,  and  they  are  very  often  two 
years  in  arrear ; they  have  pulled  up  closer  than  they  have  been  heretofore. 

10002.  You  are  obliged  to  furnish  the  Privy  Council  also  with  a full  statement  of  the 
expenditure  ? — Yes. 

lOOOo.  And  iii  making  applications  for  money,  you  give  a statement  of  what  the  money  is 
required  for? — Yes,  we  have  to  give  an  estimate. 

10004.  Have  any  inconvenient  delays  arisen  from  that  reference  to  the  Privy  Council?— 
I recollect  at  one  time,  in  a quarter  commencing  on  the  1st  October,  that  we  diet  not  o-et  the 
money  till  the  30th  December.  During  the  last  year,  or  year  and  a-lialf,  the  delay  is  about 
six  or  seven  weeks. 

10005.  Are  all  the  supplies  for  this  institution  obtained  by  contract? — Not  all. 

10006.  What  are  the  exceptions  ?— Sometimes  we  have  not  a contract  for  potatoes,  because 
we  have  potatoes  of  our  own.  We  have  a contract  for  oatmeal. 

10007.  Are  the  contracts  half-yearly  or  yearly?— They  are  mostly  by  tlie  year;  latterly, 
we  have  taken  bread  half-yearly,  and  last  year  for  tliree'  months.  The  contracts  for  meal 
and  beef  are  half-yearly. 

10008.  How  are  the  tenders  advertised  for?— In  the  local  paper  and  in  the  General 
Advertiner,  and  by  placards  through  the  town. 

10009.  Is  the  locality  one  that,  in  your  judgment,  enables  you  to  obtain  the  supplies  on 
good  terms  ? — I think  it  is.  We  have  had  so  me  tilings  from  Dublin  at  great  inconvenience, 
soap  and  tin  ware,  and  wc  were  obliged  to  send  them  back.  The  Governors  do  not  mind 
the  trouble,  but  take  what  appears  to  be  the  cheapest  and  the  best. 

10010.  Do  you  have  much  competition  for  the  contracts  near  home? — Yes,  a great  deal. 
We  get  soft  goods,  such  as  blankets,  from  Dublin,  and  those  things  were  satisfactory  enough. 

10011.  Do  you  inspect  every  part  of  the  asylum  each  day? — Yes,  aud  sometimes  more, 
particularly  the  places  where  there  are  works  doing,  repairs  and  so  on,  and  I go  to  see 
particular  cases  of  patients. 

10012.  Are  there  infirmaries? — Yes,  one  at  each  side  of  the  building. 

10013.  Are  the  patients,  when  sick,  removed  to  those  infirmaries,  or  are  they  ever  treated  in 
their  own  cells  ? — They  may  he  treated  in  their  own  cells  for  a day  or  so. 

10014.  But  the  practice  is  to  treat  cases  in  tlie  infirmary  when  the  illness  is  continued? — 
Cases  of  continued  illness  always  go  to  the  infirmary,  and  also  delicate  cases,  which  can  receive 
there  more  attention.  The  infirmaries  stand  out  from  the  building,  but  there  is  a connexion 
between  them. 

10015.  Is  there  an  hospital  nurse  set  apart  for  attendance  upon  the  patients? — Yes,  a 
keeper  and  attendant. 

10016.  Is  there  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  establishment? — Yes,  hut  he  is  not  resident. 

10017.  Are  the  drugs  supplied  by  him? — No;  they  are  purchased  by  the  Governor's,  and 
supplied  from  Dublin. 

10018.  Does  the  storekeeper  reside  here  ? — He  does. 

10019.  You  have  stated  that  tlie  form  of  admission  excluding  epileptics,  idiots,  and  incura- 
bles has  been  in  force  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years? — Yes. 

10020.  Have  you  any  explanation  to  offer  as  to  why  that  form  of  admission  was  continued, 
although  the  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  declaring  that  those  three  classes  of  patients  were 
admissible,  was  issued  fourteen  years  ago,  namely,  in  the  year  1843? — The  only  explanation 
I have  to  offer  is,  that  six  months  ago  it  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  to  change 
the  whole  form ; the  exclusion  of  epileptic  cases  was  objected  to  by  Dr.  Derry,  one  of  our 
Governors.  In  tlie  mean  time,  Dr.  White,  the  Inspector,  came  down  here,  and  desired  me 
not  to  print  the  new  form,  as  the  Inspectors  or  the  Government  had  under  consideration  a 
standard  form  for  all  the  asylums.  It  was  agreed  by  the  Board  to  omit  the  words  excluding 
epileptic  cases,  in  consequence  of  their  being  in  opposition  to  the  Privy  Council  rules. 

10021.  Are  not  these  three  classes  of  patients  very  important  classes  to  be  taken  into  an 
asylum,  and  not  to  he  left  at  large  in  the  country? — They  are,  certainly;  hut  it  was  thought, 
originally,  that  epilepsy,  per  se,  without  lunacy,  should  not  be  taken  in. 

10022.  You  have  stated  that  the  dietary  of  paying  patients  is  different  from  that  given  to 
the  ordinary  patients  in  the  house?— The  only  difference  made  in  favour  of  paying  patients 
is,  that  they  get  white  bread  instead  of  second  quality  bread.  Many  of  the  pauper  patients 
get  white  bread  also,  but  the  paying  patients  invariably  get  it,  because  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  better,  and,  if  possible,  they  are  also  put  into  a better  class  in  the  house, 
amongst  the  quiet  and  orderly.  . . 

10023.  Would  you  put  a violent  patient,  because  he  was  a paying  patient,  into  a class 
different  from  that  required  for  his  treatment? — Not  violent  exactly;  but,  of  course, .when 
they  are  getting  well,  if  they  are  at  all  suitable  for  it  in  tlieir  habits,  they  are  put  into  a 
better  class. 

10024.  You  do  endeavour  to  make  some  difference,  so  as  to  favour  the  paying  patients? — 
We  do,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  as  regards  their  moral  treatment,  thinking  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  more  comforts  than  they  would  have  in  this  asylum  as  pauper  patients,  and 
the  want  of  which  they  would  feel  worse  than  others. 

10025.  Does  that  difference  of  treatment  give  rise  to  jealousy  amongst  the  patients?— I 
never  knew  it  to  do  so. 

10026.  How  often  does  the  apothecary  visit  the  asylum?— Generally  every  day;  whenever 
he  is  about  to  absent  himself,  he  speaks  to  me  or  to  the  doctor  to  act  for  him.  ^ 
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Thomas  Dillon , Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10027.  What  appointment  do  you  at  present  hold  in  this  institution? — -Visiting  phvsic’ 
10028.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment? — I was  appointed  in  January  ^1 
entered  upon  the  duties  in  February  last.  u 

10029.  What  public  appointment  had  you  previously  held  ? — I was  surgeon  in  the  Mav 
County  Infirmary,  physician  to  the  gaol,  and  poor  law  medical  inspector.0  ‘*° 

10030.  The  resident  manager  of  this  institution  not  being  a medical  man,  how  flu-  does  h 
take  any  part  in  the  moral  or  medical  treatment  of  the  patients? — He  assists  in  the  moral 
treatment,  and  has  prescribed  during  the  night,  being  a qualified  apothecary,  for  any  case  of 
urgency  which  lie  did  not  think  required  my  immediate  attendance.  3 

10031.  Do  you  consider  yourself  charged,  as  visiting  physician,  with  the  medical  and  moral 
treatment  of  the  inmates? — The  Privy  Council  regulations  say  that  I am. 

10032.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the  resident  manager  of 
this  institution  being  a medical  man  ?— I think  it.  is  necessary  that  he  should  be  so.  ° 
10033.  In  tlic  event  of  the  law  requiring  that  the  managers  of  these  institutions  should  he 

medical  men,  do  you  consider  that  the  visiting  physician  would  still  be  required? I do  I 

think  it  quite  impossible  that  any  man,  per  sc,  could  manage  the  moral,  medical,  and  fiscal 
portions  of  this  institution;  and,  even  if  he  were  capable  of  doing  so,  J think  it  would  be  too 
much  power  to  give  to  any  one  individual  placed  over  so  many  irresponsible  persons. 

10034.  Supposing  the  fiscal  duties  you  speak  of  were  transferred  to  another  officer,  do  you 
think  it  would  still  be  advisable  to  have  a second  medical  person  to  intervene  in  the’medical 
and  moral  treatment? — I do. 

10035.  With  whom  do  you  consider  the  main  responsibility  of  treating  the  cases  should 
rest? — The  main  responsibility  should  rest  with  the  visiting  physician. 

10036.  Then,  would  you  consider  the  other  in  the  light  of  a consulting  physician?— 
Certainly.  ° 1 J 

10037.  Do  you  think  any  medical  man  whose  attention  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  cure  of 
insane  persons  possesses  any  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  their  ordinary  bodily  diseases  over 
a person  practising  out  of  doors  ? — I should  say  not.  A well  educated  physician  would  be 
able  to  treat  them  properly.  The  only  difficulty  is,  that  many  diseases  of  lunatics  are 
masked,  but  an  intelligent  medical  man  knowing  that  fact  would  detect  them. 

1003S.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  a second  medical  attendant  would  bo  necessary 

!,  and 


daily  conversant  with  disease  out  of  doom. 

a Patj*ellt  first,  presents  himself  for  admission  to  the  asylum,  do  you  see  the 
ti  n 111  t le  asl’!lini  I d°j  “id  if  not  I see  it  on  my  next  visit. 

10040.  Has  your  attention  been  particularly  called  to  the  regulation  under  which  the  cases 
ot  special  urgency  arc  to  be  admitted  only  by  you?— Yes, ''there  was  only  one  such  case 
since  I came.  J 

10041.  Was  that  case  of  special  urgency  one  which  had  not  even  the  recommendation  of  a 

inn’Vor  a , Unk  !t  was.  sent  wit,ia  recommendation  to  follow. 

Aie  the  cases  which  come  with  an  order  from  a Governor  for  admission  considered 
ordinary  cases? — Yes,  ordinary  eases. 

100-13.  It  appears  that  the  manager  of  this  asylum  is  competent  to  act  as  an  apothecary, 
and  yet  that  there  is  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  institution:  as  a general  rule,  if  the 
1“aiIE  ™ a , ical  man’  do  y°u  consider  that  an  apothecary  would  be  necessary?— Ido. 

-U  ' ;Vhy  do  y°.a1c?nsid«  he  would  be  necessary  ?— I think  the  resident  meclical  man 
IlOUld  not  comnound  his  mvn  raw™ .-.a;™,*  T *V\'i.  1...  l ) .... 


.•  ‘ , consmerea  the  advantage,  or  otherwise,  of  havini 

V**6  estaljhshment?— No;  I never  gave  that  any  consideration. 

, ^ . o-  It  appears  by  a return  which  was  furnished  from  this  nsvlnrn  nn 


: having  a 

_ . .....j  ation. 

i ■*  ars  b7  a Teturn  which  was  furnished  from  this  asylum  on  the  1st  Januarv 

last,  that  there  were  then  219  incurable  cases  out  of  an  aggregate  of  310  cases;  have  you 
ever  considered,  supposing  the  pressure  on  the  asylum  to  increase  beyond  what  it  would 
e ena  eel  to  meet,  what  arrangement  could  be  made  to  relieve  the  asvlum  from  those 
cuia  e cases.  1 would  say  that  a separate  establishment  for  the  incurables  would  be 
very  desirable. 

. 10047-  Would  you  prefer  providing  the  additional  accommodation  required  for  the  district 
m a separate  asylum  for  incurables,  or  by  means  of  additional  buildings  ?— I would  be  for 
i nri§  another  wing  or  branch  to  this  building. 

1(W4S.  Considering  the  extent  of  this  district,  comprising  the  counties  of  Mayo,  Galway, 
ana  Koscommon,  would  you  prefer  the  erection  of  another  asylum  like  the  present  in  another 
°*  * . dlstrict>  say  Mayo,  which  could  be  detached,  rather  than  have  a separate 

y am  lncui'ables . I should  say  that  as  long  as  I know  the  asylum,  up  to  this  time,  the 
-ro Vi  j-6  i ree  co^n^*es  have  been  supplied  here,  and  we  have  twenty-three  vacancies, 

r ' ® *e  ‘sc.  a^Ses  since  January  last  have  kept  pace  with  the  admissions.  We  have  had 
. 0 ^missions  since  January,  and  thirty-eight  discharges,  and  there  are  twenty-three 
r ncies  i at  is  within  the  space  of  five  months,  which  is  a tolerable  test  of  the  capabilities 
ot  the  institution  for  the  district. 

^oes  not  the  form  ot  admission  keep  a considerable  class  of  cases  out? — I should 
",  oes’  ,afr  * w . glve  you-  my  reason.  I have  been  frequently  applied  to,  to  know  how 
persons  could  be  got  in.  m j rr  > 

10050.  Does  not  the  form  which  excludes  epileptic  cases,  or  idiots,  or  incurable  cases, 
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keep  these  classes  out  of  the  asylum? — It  ought  to  do  so;  but  there  are  such  cases  in  this 
asylum. 

10051.  Practically  the  form  at  present  is  acted  upon? — It  ought  to  be  acted  upon,  hut  it 
is  not,  for  I find  there  are  such  cases  in  the  house. 

10052.  Are  not  epileptic  cases  such  that  it  is  most  desirable  they  should  be  detained  in  some 
place  ? — Certainly ; they  are  most  deserving  objects  of  relief. 

10053.  You  have  stated  that  you  consider  the  wants  of  the  district  have  been  fully  answered 
by  this  asylum,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  vacancies  not  having  been  filled  up ; have 
you  ever  had  your  attention  directed  to  the  returns  attached  to  the  Seventh  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  ? — N ever. 

10054.  It  appears  from  those  returns  that  there  are  698  idiots,  epileptics,  imbeciles,  and 
lunatics,  not.  in  asylums,  workhouses,  or  gaols,  in  the  counties  of  Mayo,  Galway,  and  Ros- 
common ; allowing  that  a considerable  n umber  of  those  cases  belong  to  the  more  wealthy 
class,  would  not  the  return  indicate  that  there  is  a large  amount  of  lunacy,  deserving  of 
relief  from  such  an  institution  as  the  present,  still  remaining  out  of  doors  in  the  district  ? — 
According  to  that  return,  which  I was  not  aware  of  before,  there  certainly  is. 

10055.  As  regards  the  proposition  to  which  I previously  referred,  of  building  a separate 
asylum  for  incurables,  supposing  such  a course  to  be  determined  upon,  do  you  tbink  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  that  institution  in  immediate  connexion  with  the  district  asylum,  or  in 
a distant  part  of  tbo  country? — I should  say  in  connexion  with  the  asylum;  because  when 
a case  becomes  chronic  it  is  easily  transferred  from  one  portion  of  a building  to  another, 
instead  of  being  sent  to  a distant  part  of  the  country. 

10056.  Do  you  think  that  the  fact  of  the  patients  being  transferred  to  an  institution  which, 
one  way  or  another,  might  be  discovered  by  the  patients  to  be  a condemned  one  for  incurables, 
would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  them? — If  they  were  treated  in  the  same  building  with 
the  others,  there  might  not  be  an  injurious  effect. 

10057.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  any  large  number  of  incurable  and  helpless  cases  in 
an  asylum  of  this  kind  is  objectionable  as  regards  a curative  hospital?— -Where  they  are 
mixed  together,  I should  say  so  certainly.  I could  give  an  instance,  which  occurred  the 
other  day,  of  the  importance  of  isolation,  in  the  case  of  a man  who  was  found  to  he  kept  in 
a constant  state  of  excitement  from  the  presence  of  other  patients.  I had  him  removed 
from  the  others,  and  a man  placed  in  charge  of  him,  and  in  ten  days  he  became  perfectly 
calm,  and  is  now  perfectly  sane;  showing  that  association  with  such  cases  as  you  speak  of 
is  injurious. 

10058.  Suppose  a provincial  asylum  established  for  the  reception  of  probably  incurable 
cases,  do  you  think  that  there  is  any  risk  of  such  an  institution  not  exciting  the  same  interest 
as  a curative  hospital  would,  on  the  part  of  the  Governors,  or  those  in  charge  of  it,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inmates  being  considered  beyond  cure? — It  would  he  difficult  to  answer  that; 
but  I should  say  that  where  there  is  a prospect  of  a cure,  a great  interest  is  always  excited. 

10059.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county  Mayo,  is  it  your  opinion  that  county  derives 
that  full  advantage  from  the  asylum  which  tlie  position  it  holds  in  the  district  entitles  it  to 
possess  ? — I should  say  not.  _ _ „ 1 . 

10060.  I believe  the  nearest  part  of  the  county  Mayo  is  a considerable  distance  from  this 
asylum? — Yes,  about  thirty-six  miles;  and  the  most  remote  part,  Belnrallet,  ninety  miles. 

100(51.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  there  is  any  large  amount  of  lunacy  unpro- 
vided for  in  the  county  Mayo  ? — I should  think  there  is.  . 

10062.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  of  late  years  in  the 
number  of  applicants  for  admission  to  this  institution ; have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  what 
are  the  causes  of  this  increase? — I am  connected  with  the  institution  only  about  four 
months;  but,  from  the  time  it  was  established,  we  found  it  very  difficult  in  Mayo  to  get 
cases  admitted  bore ; so  much  so  that  in  the  gaol  at  Castlebar  they  have  had  as  many  as  fifteen 
or  twenty  lunatics. 

10063.  For  what  length  of  time  were  they  detained  there? — For  some  months. 

10064.  Were  you  without  sufficient  means  of  treating  them  properly  in  the  gaol.  1 had 
none  whatever.  . 

10065.  From  your  official  experience,  locally  and  generally,  with  medical  matters  m 
Ireland,  do  you  think  lunacy  is  on  the  increase? — It  is  on  the  increase. . . 

10066.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  particular  cause  of  that  increase . It  is  con- 
sidered now,  in  Mayo,  that  intemperance  has  increased  it.  . , . 

10067.  Do  you  consider  any  portion  of  the  increase  can  he  traced  to  those  scenes  of  destitu- 
tion and  misery  with  which  the  country  was  afflicted  some  years  since  ? I think  tlie  increase 
is  not  connected  with  them,  so  many  years  have  now  elapsed.  , , 

10068.  Hasnottemperance, rather  than  intemperance, prevailed  formanyyears  past  through- 
out the  west  of  Ireland? — About  ten  years  ago  it  did,  but  not  of  late  to  any  great  extent. 

10069.  I presume  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  detention  of  a.  lunatic  m a place 
where  his  case  cannot  he  treated  in  the  early  stages,  is  very  often  prejudicial  to  the  ultimate 
cure? — Highly  prejudicial ; we  get  some  of  the  worst  of  our  cases  from  gaols. 

10070.  The  result  of  confining  such  cases  in  gaols  is,  that  they  eventually  become  a charge 
upon  the  rate-payers  during  their  lives  in  these  institutions  ? Yes. 

10071.  It  lias  been  stated  that  restraint  is  very  little  used  in  this  asylum;  is  your  practice 
opposed  to  it? — My  practice  is  that  of  non-restraint.  _ . n 9 T 

10072.  Have  you  found  that  you  can  absolutely  dispense  with  restraint  in  all  cases . I 
have  done  so  since  I came  here,  with  the  exception  of  one.  case ; that  was  a surgical  case, 
and  the  restraint  was  used  to  prevent  the  man  from  removing  dressings  from  his  feet. 


33ai.lt  nasloe. 

Ballinasloe  District 
Asylum. 

T.  Dillon,  Esq.,  m.d. 


Idiots,  <fec.,  at  large 
in  the  district. 


Question  of  separate 
accommodation  for 
incurables. 


Lunacy  in  tliecounty 
Mayo;  the  Asylum. 


Increase  of  lunacy. 


Detention,  of  lunatics 
in  gaols. 


■Restraint. 
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Ballinasloc  District 
Asylum. 

T.  Dillon, Esq.,  m.d. 

Bedding;  clothing; 
dietary;  admission 
of  paying  patients. 


Detention  of  lunatics 
in  workhouses. 


The  attendants. 


Clinical  clerks. 


Classification  of 
cases. 


10073.  From  your  constant  visits  to  the  establishment,  are  you  satisfied  that  the  beddinn- 
and  clothing  for  the  inmates  are  sufficient? — They  are  quite  sufficient.  g 

10074.  Is  the  dietary  one  that  you  approve  of  ?— It  is  very  good.  The  physician  has  tho 
power  of  increasing  the  dietary  when  circumstances  demand  it. 

10075.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  this  asylum?— 1 
think  it  would  be  a great  boon  to  persons  in  limited  circumstances.  J 

10076.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a class  of  farmers  who  do  not  desire  that  their  lunatic 
relatives  should  receive  relief  as  paupers,  and  who  yet,  at  the  same  time,  are  not  able  to  pay 
for  them  in  a private  asylum,  and,  therefore,  are  obliged  to  retain  them  at  home? Yes  ^ 

10077.  Do  you  think  any  distinction  should  be  allowed  in  the  asylum  between  paying 
patients  and  the  others,  as  regards  treatment  or  dress?— I think  there  should  as  to  dress’ 
certainly;  paying  patients  are  brought  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  dietary  they  receive  to 
the  circumstances  or  condition  they  were  previously  in. 

10078. 1 understand  you  do  not  think  that  any  difference  should  he  made  in  their  treat- 
ment from  that  of  the  other  patients,  except  as  to  dress,  beyond  what  their  medical  and 
moral  treatment  required  ? — Certainly  not. 

10079.  Are  you  acquainted  with  workhouses  in  Ireland? — I am. 

10080.  How  far  do  you  consider  any  class  of  lunatics  should  be  detained  in  those  establish- 
ments ? — I do  not  think  they  should  be  detained  in  them  at  all ; for  there  are  in  the 
workhouses  none  of  the  appliances  necessary  for  lunatics. 

10081.  I believe  the  workhousesare  not  at  all  adapted  in  their  arrangements, beyond  having 
a few  cells,  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  They  are  not;  those  colls  were  called  idiot  cells’ 
and  I rather  think  they  are  not  used  as  such. 

10082.  Are  they,  generally  speaking,  the  sort  of  cells  you  would  desire  to  sec  lunatics 
detained  m ? — Certainly  not. 

10083.  As  you  are  familiar  with  workhouses  in  Ireland,  supposing  a workhouse  could  be 
given  up  entirely  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  cases,  do  you  think  the  construction  of  the 
buildings  generally,  which  are  pretty  uniform,  would  admit  of  any  large  class  of  imbecile 
cases  being  detained  in  them? — I think  they  would. 

10084.  Have  you  found  the  attendants  in  this  establishment,  generally  speaking,  orderly 
and  respectful  ? — I think  some  little  revision  is  required  with  regard  to  the  attendants.  I do 
not  flunk  that  some  of  them  are  of  that  order  which  they  might  ho  in  an  establishment  of 
this  kind.  ° 


10085.  Have  you  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  ?— Yes.  The  Board 
are  to-day  electing  a man  to  an  office,  the  creation  of  which  I recommended,  that  of  head- 
keeper. 

10086.  Have  tlio  Board  acquiesced  in  your  views  with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  the 
attendants? — Yes.  ® ® 

10087.  If  it  were  deemed  desirable  to  give  opportunities  for  the  study  of  insanity,  more 
extended  than  exist  at  present,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  make  a large  institution 
like  this  available  for  such  instruction,  by  having  a clinical  clerk  resident  in  it,  under  your 
direction,  tor  six  or  twelve  months,  studying  the  disease?— I think  so;  but  I must  add  that 
lie  should  come  here  for  instruction  alone. 

10088. 1 understood  you  to  say  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  make  amongst  the  patients,  if 
mugs  m ere  added  to  an  institution  like  this,  the  distinction  of  curables  and  incurables, 
under  the  same  staff?— Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

10089.  Would  not  that  lead  to  the  separation  of  a particular  class  in  two  separate  establish- 
men  s,  suppose  the  quiet  and  orderly,  would  you  not  then  have  two  classes  of  quiet  and 
r er  y,  one  of  curables  and  the  other  of  incurables  ? — Yes;  the  same  classification  must  be 
observed  m both  cases. 

10090.  Then  you  would  have  a wing  of  the  building  for  quiet  and  orderly  curable  cases 
and  another  wmg  for  incurable  eases,  also  quiet  and  orderly  ?— Certainly. 

0091.  What  great  advantage  would  arise  from  that? — I do  not  know  any  advantage  that 
■'r°111^  separating  the  incurables  from  the  curables;  I see  no  other  advantage, 
l,  li  9 t be  the  advantage  of  having  them  in  the  same  establishment  in  separate 

% ones  £;?Pfe  if  the  building  for  the  incurables  should  he  altogether  distinct. 

lUUJd.  What  would  be  the  advantage  of  dividing  the  one  class  into  two  separate  depart- 
ments, m the  same  establishment?— The  only  great  advantage  would  be  that  the  attention 
ot  the  visitmg  physician  and  of  the  manager  would  be  centred  upon  those  likely  to  be 
^ no  possibility  of  injury  being  done  to  the  curable  cases  by  the 
a es.  We  find  that  the  incurable  cases  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  curable 


10094.  You  .mentioned,  as  an  instance  of  the  evil  of  mixing  the  two  classes,  tbe  case  of  a 
w7  ^?Iatl0u?-Yes ; be  belonged  to  the  quiet  class, 
uyo.  Was  his  cure  attributable  to  removal  from  the  incurable  cases,  or  merely  to  removal 
n . . °Tr\nQr  c^/uses  t.^at  excited. him? — His  removal  from  the  causes  that  excited  him. 

ber^^patfents^o'  ™ ‘ . , PP^ng  resident  managers  of  these  institutions  to  he  medical  men,  what 
might  be  in  charge  of  _ i-  , You  P^ace  fo  the  number  for  which  asylums  should  be  erected,  and  which  the 
oneMedicalManager.  ^^10“aDager  sll0ulci  properly  take  charge  of? — I think  200  is  as  many  as  he  could  take 

200^mrabfo^cases  SUPP0S*ng  t^lem  to  be  curable  cases  ? — Yes.  It  is  a very  responsible  charge, 
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Mr.  J dim  Edward,  Maker , sworn  and  examined. 

10098.  You  are  clerk  and  storekeeper  in  this  institution? Yes. 

10099.  Do  you  reside  upon  the  premises? — Yes. 

10100.  Do  you  receive  the  supplies  which  come  into  the  institution  ?— Yes. 

10101.  Those  furnished  by  contractors  as  well  as  those  purchased  by  order  of  the  Board  ? 
yes.  1 do  not  make  purchases,  the  manager  makes  them. 

10102.  With  re w nv I to  the  fe™  when  • 


BaUinasloe  District 
Asylum. 

Mr.  John  E.  Maher. 


10102.  With  regard  to  the  farm,  when  supplies  are  received  from  the  farm  for  the  use  of  The  Storekeeper; 

h your  hands?— I give  an  order  to  the  steward  for  a certain  ^duties;  receipt 
ives  them.  and  issue  of  stores. 


the  house,  do  they  pass  through  yuur  m 
quantity  of  potatoes,  and  he  gives  them. 

10103.  When  the  crop  is  brought  in  does  it  remain  in  the  steward’s  charge  ’—Yes-  he  makes 
up  the  potatoes  into  a pit  and  sends  in  the  contents  of  a nit  of  nototoes 


uuguL  in uoes  it  remain  in  tne  steward  s cliai 
up  the  potatoes  into  a pit  and  sends  in  the  contents  of  a pit  of  potatoes. " 

10104.  With  regard  to  the  material  for  making  up  the  clothing  for  the  inmates,  does  that 
material  pass  through  your  hands? — It  comes  into  my  hands  and  is  issued  out  bv  me  to  the 
matron.  J 

10105.  When  the  clothing  is  made  up,  is  it  received  by  you  again?— It  comes  back  a<rain 
for  me  to  issue  it,  and  I get  an  order  from  the  matron  to  give  it  out. 

10106.  When  new  articles  are  issued,  are  the  old  ones  taken  back  into  store?— The  old 
articles  received  from  the  males  are,  generally,  except  shirts  and  coats,  which  go  to  the  matron 
to  be  repaired.  ° 

10107.  Do  you  find  that  the  Board  of  Governors  are  able  to  obtain  supplies  at  a fair 
and  moderate  rate  at  Ballinasloe? — Yes. 


10108.  In  the  absence  of  the  manager  do  you  take  charge  of  the  institution?— Yes. 

10109.  Have  you  any  other  occupation  beyond  your  duties  here  ? — None. 

10110.  Do  you  inspect  the  food  prepared  for  use'?— Yes;  I am  always  with  the  patients  Inspects  the  food; 
when  the  meals  are  being  given  out,  and  generally  see  some  division  or  other  at  some  meal  siring  of  meals,  &c. 
every  day;  I see  that  they  are  properly  distributed.  The  matron  goes  to  the  female  side 
10111.  Are  the  inmates  supplied  with  plates  and  mugs  for  use?— There  are  very  few  muo-s 
in  the  house ; they  are  all  tins  nearly.  J 5 

10112.  On  the  days  potatoes  are  given  are  they  served  on  plates? — On  platters,  such  as  are 
used  in  the  pool-houses. 

10113.  Is  each  patient  supplied  with  a plate? — Almost  every  one  of  them. 

10114.  With  regard  to  the  drugs,  are  they  received  into  store  by  you? — I have  nothing  to 
say  to  them.  ° 

10115.  Arc  they  supplied  by  a contractor? — No;  there  is  an  order  given  by  the  medical 
officer — by  the  manager,  who  sends  up  to  Dublin  for  them. 

10116.  By  whom  are  they  received  when  they  come  back? — By  the  apothecary. 
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Cork. 


Cork,  18th  June,  1857. 


Present .- — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary 

Cork  District  Asylum.  CORK  DISTRICT  ASYLUM. 


T.  Power,  Esq.,  w.d. 


Thomas  Power,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 


10117.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  connexion  with  the  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum  ?_ 
Resident  physician.  J 

The  Resident  10118.  That  is  resident  manager  and  physician  ? — What  is  called  resident  physician  It 

Manager  and  Phy-  embraces,  I think,  a considerable  share  of  what  was  formerly  the  duties  of  manager. 

10119.  Did  you  happen  to  hold  any  other  appointment  in  connexion  with  this°asylum  ?— 
I was  formerly  sole  attending  physician  when  the  asylum  was  at  the  old  establishment  in 
the  town. 


Tlio  Visiting  Sur- 
geon ; his  duties. 


The  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  Resident 
Manager  and  Phy- 
sician. 


Duties  not  defined. 


Propriety  of  having  a 
Resident  Physician. 


10120.  Were  you  attending  physician  to  the  asylum  previous  to  its  being  declared  a dis- 
trict asylum  for  the  county  of  Cork  ? — I was. 

10121.  Then  you  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane  ?— 
Yes  ; I was  appointed  visiting  physician  to  the  asylum  by  the  County  and  City  Grand 
Juries,  previous  to  its  being  made  a district  asylum';  and  1 was  re-appointed  on  its  becom- 
ing a district  asylum,  by  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Heytesbury,  in  Council,  when  Sir 
Thomas  Fremantle  was  chief  secretary. 

10122.  Arc  you  connected  with  any  private  asylum  ? — I attend  a private  asylum  medically. 
10123.  Is  there  at  present  any  other  medical  gentleman  attached  to  this  institution 
but  yourself? — There  is  an  attending  surgeon ; he  is  called  surgeon  here,  but  he  is  a 
surgeon  and  physician. 

10124.  When  you  held  the  office  of  visiting  physician  was  the  manager  a medical  man  ? 
— No,  the  first  manager  was  not;  ho  died,  and  the  second  manager  was  a man  who  had 
been  apothecary  to  the  forces.  He  was  appointed,  not  in  consequence  of  his  medical 
knowledge,  but  as  any  non-professional  person  might  have  been. 

10125.  Is  there  any  understanding  or  arrangement  between  you  and  the  visiting  sur- 
geon  or  physician,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  your  respective  duties  are  to  bo  discharged  ? 
—We  have  no  written  arrangement,  in  fact  there  are  no  rules  made  between  us,  but 
whenever  a surgical  case  occurs  I give  him  intimation  of  it;  I send  for  him.  Besides  his 
doing  the  surgical  duties,  I also  consult  him  in  case  of  any  other  incidental  disease  upon 
which  1 may  wish  to  have  his  opinion. 

10126.  How  often  does  ho  attend  in  the  course  of  the  week  ?— Well,  his  attendance  de- 
pends m a great  measure  upon  the  requirements  of  whatever  cases  he  has  to  attend  to;  I 
cannot  answer  the  question  precisely,  but  lie  attends  very  frequently,  though  I do  not 
nnk  he  lias  any  regular  days  or  any  fixed  time  for  coming.  He  sometimes  comes  every 
day,  and  sometimes  not  so  frequently. 

10127-  Ho  does  not,  therefore,  discharge  the  duties  of  physician  as  laid  down  in  the 
nvy  Council  regulations? — He  does  not;  he  never  interferes  in  the  ordinary  medical 
practice  of  the  establishment.  It  is  only  in  those  cases  that  are  surgical  he  interferes, 
unless  when  I require  his  assistance. 

10128.  Am  I to  understand,  as  you  now  hold  the  appointment  of  resident  manager,  in 
•Jfr  « O fhidl  y°u  previously  held  of  physician,  that  you  discharge  the  duties 
ot  Doth  offices  r — In  a measure ; not  all  the  duties  of  manager,  for  the  fiscal  business  and 
the  books  are  transacted  by  a clerk,  but  I am  accountable  for  them. 

10129.  But,  practically,  the  dutios  of  the  office  which  you  hold  comprise  the  duties  previously 
isc  larged  by  the  visiting  physician,  together  with  the  control  of  the  establishment,  by 
residing  on  the  spot  ? — Precisely. 

10130.  The  duties  of  clerk  are  discharged  by  a subordinate  officer,  for  whom  you  are 
responsible  ? Yes ; and  I have  the  assistance  of  an  additional  officer,  who  did  not  exist 
before,  the  steward  or  head  superintendent.  He  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  male  side 
i nrS  “utron  VOC s t0  tlie  female  sicIe.  He  looks  after  the  food  and  the  patients. 

10131.  jjrom  the  statement  you  have  made,  it  appears  that  the  staff  differs  materially 
ere,  m particular  respects,  from  that  of  any  other  asylum  in  Ireland  ? — I am  not  acquainted 
with  the  other  asylums ; this  is,  I think,  one  of  the  largest. 

10132.  When  you  were  appointed  to  the  office  which  you  at  present  hold,  did  you 
receive  any  particular  instructions  as  to  the  duties  you  were  to  perform  ? — No  ; I do  not 
know  what  are  my  duties. 

10133.  I presume  you  would  consider  it  desirabi  • that  they  should  be  distinctly  laid  down? 
— It  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  me  if  they  were. 

Nol°l When  patients  are  first  admitted  into  the  asylum,  does  the  surgeon  visit  them  ? — 

10135.  He  merely  attends  as  consulting  surgeon  to  the  institution  ? — He  merely  attends 
as  surgeon  to  the  institution,  and  as  consulting  physician  occasionally,  but  his  real  position 
here  is  that  of  surgeon. 

10136.  Having  had  experience  of  the  management  of  this  institution,  under  the  present 
arrangement,  whereby  the  resident  manager  is  a medical  man,  and  discharges  the  duties 
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of  visiting  physician,  and  previously  under  circumstances  when  the  manager  was  not  a Cork. 

medical  man,  and  that  you  were  visiting  physician,  which  do  you  think  is  the  better  arrange-  — - 

ment? — Well,  I think  it  the  better  arrangement  that  there  should  be  a resident  physician,  wkDiatoictAsyim. 
acting  as  physician  for  the  insane,  and  acting  as  their  moral  physician  at  the  same  time.  T‘ Power’  Esq-’  M,D- 
I think  the  very  circumstance  of  his  being  brought  more  frequently  than  he  otherwise 
would  be  in  connexion  with  the  patients,  makes  them  have  more  confidence  in  him,  than 
they  would  havo  in  the  visiting  physician,  who  made  only  occasional  visits. 

10137.  Do  you  consider  the  proper  treatment  of  lunatics  requires  the  constant  and  daily 
observation  of  the  person  in  charge  of  that  treatment  ? — I could  not  say  that  it  actually 
requires  it  in  all  cases,  but  I know  it  is  an  advantage,  and  a very  great  advantage. 

10138.  What  number  of  patients  have  you  at  present  in  the  house  ? — 438. 

10139.  Of  whom  it  would  appear,  by  the  Daily  Statement  Book,  that  225  were  incurable?  Number  of  patients; 
yeg  number  incurable ; 

10140.  Do  you  find  the  number  of  incurable  cases  increasing? — Well,  no,  I think  it  rotnovalof Patient9- 
remains  about  stationary;  I think  it  was  just  as  great  ten  years  ago  as  it  is  at  present. 

10141.  Have  you  any  difficulty  in  getting  patients  removed,  who  may  be  incurable? — 

No  attempt  of  the  kind  has  been  made,  not  knowing  where  to  apply  for  the  purpose. 

10142.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  getting  patients  removed  who  had  been 

cured? Yes,  we  had  difficulty  in  that;  and  that  is  one  of  the  things  that  would  require 

legislation,  in  my  estimation.  We  have  more  than  ono  at  present  in  the  house  we  cannot 
get  removed,  unless  we  would  turn  thorn  outside  the  gate,  which  we  do  not  like  to  do. 

We  have  written  to  the  persons  signing  the  engagement,  and  they  have  treated  the 


communications  with  the  greatest  contempt. 

10143.  The  engagement  to  which  you  refer,  contemplates  the  removal  of  the  patients, 
although  they  should  not  be  cured? — Yes.  When  the  form  was  last  printed,  there  was  a 
change  made  in  it,  in  consequence  of  a case  that  we  could  not  get  removed,  and  of  my 
being  unable  to  certify  the  patients  were  cured. 

10144.  What  number  of  patients  had  you  in  the  old  asylum,  before  this  new  building  was  The  old  Asylum  and 
erected  ?— In  my  time,  I do  not  think  we  ever  had  more  than  430,  if  I recollect  rightly,  oflccomZdktlon611 
but  previous  to  my  time  there  were  as  many  as  400  or  450  certainly. 

10145.  Then,  although  this  large  asylum  has  been  erected  with  improved  accommodation 
for  lunatics,  the  number  accommodated  is,  practically,  not  more  than  what  it  was  before  ? — 

Not  more,  but  they  are  better  accommodated.  ..... 

10146.  Have  you  had  an  increased  number  of  applications  for  admission  since  the  asylum 
was  opened  ?— We  must  have  had  an  increased  number  of  applications  for  admission, 
because  wo  have  an  increased  number  of  patients;  there  were  only  377  patients  when  we 
came  here,  and  there  is  an  iucreaso  to  440,  in  about  two  years. 

10147.  What  number  is  the  asylum  calculated  to  accommodate? — It  was  built  for  500. 

10148.  Is  it  capable  of  accommodating  500  ? — W ell,  I could  not  well  answer  that  ; it  should 
be  by  great  squeezing  we  could  accommodate  500,  for  several  cells  and  places  have  been 
taken  off,  for  other  purposes,  and  several  rooms  and  passages  left  out  of  the  original  design. 

10149.  Does  that  include  the  accommodation  in  the  infirmary  ?—  No. 

10150.  IIow  many  would  the  infirmary  accommodate  ? — About  thirty-two. 

10151.  Have  you  at  present  many  applications  each  month  for  admission  ?-A  great  Applications  for  ad- 
many  ; I think  the  number  varies  from  eight  to  fifteen.  It  is  scarcely  ever  less  than  eight ; misslon- 
that  is  between  regular  applications,  and  those  we  receive  as  urgent  cases. 

10152.  The  orders  for  admission  are  made  on  board  days,  and  by  the  Board,  except  for 
urgent  cases  ?— Yes ; the  Board  have  kindly  extended  to  me  the  power  of  taking  in  patients 
that  come  any  distance,  or  that  are  violent,  or  such  cases  as  have  no  0110  f ° 
of  them,  and  which  I receive  as  urgent  cases.  All  those  are  reported  to  the  next  Board 

1, SH  Tjntt  “L  required  ?_I  melee  . minute,  and  state  at  tie  time  why 

‘^OlM.t? “nXnt<Sfte  asylum  at  present  is  sufficiently  hge  for  *e  accom 
modation  of  the  lunatics  of  the  district  ?-lt  is,  at  present,  as  far  as  I know,  but  I do  not 


to  increase  to  such  an  extent,  that  the 
asylum  woulll  not  be  enabled  to  afford  accommodation  for  the  patiento,  We  you^eyac 
thought  in  what  way  that  additional  accommodation  might  be  provided  ? * • 

.oulltae^yproyiLbytlweatmrionofawing.orbyfittngnpa^^^m^^ 

nearly  tenantless  Country  Union  Workhouses,  as  a chrome  ho* 

10156.  Have  you  ever  had  under  consideration  any  plan  for  removing  a class  ot  lunatics 

to  a separate  asylum  ?— -Ho.  . . _ , , . ciass  0f  supposed  incurable  Separate  institution 

10157  What  would be  your  opinion  rf  “ Sble lunatic*. 

lunatics,  to  a separate  institution/ — it  is  veiy  cam  yu  - , i , ,,,  Bane 

Several  persons,  of  whom  I myself  and  other  physicians  despaired  3usi“s 

and  continued  so  for  years.  There  is  one  man  in  Oort  now _domg  a veg  good  bumness, 
who  was  for  seven  years  in  an  asylum,  and  was  one  of  the  worst  cases  . T 

there  is  not  a more  acute  man  of  business  in  Cork  now  than  he  is. 

10158.  When  parties  apply  for  admission  to  the  asylum,  do  you  reqmre  them  to  ill  up 

*l2S?  wSKto&gh.  * sufficiently  full?  I do  nothnd  it  of  any 

,Kl“7y?u  feel  that  you  do  not  get  a full  or  correct  history  of  the  case  7-1  do  not 
depend  upon  it  at  all.  3 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Cons. 

Cork  District  Asylum. 
T.  Power,  Esq.,  m.d. 


Admission  of  coses 
from  workhouses. 


Detention  of  lunatics 
in  gaols  and  work- 
houses. 


Paying  patients,  &c. 


The  Board  of  Gover- 
nors. 


10161.  With  regard  to  the  cases  that  come  herefrom  gaols,  do  you  have  any  information 
with  respect  to  them  ?—  Not  as  much  as  I would  wish  to  have.  It  is  a source  of  <reat 
inconvenience,  which  gets  me  into  rows  with  the  Board,  and  other  people,  that  when  sending 
a patient  they  do  not  give  the  religion,'  and  give  no  cluo  as  to  the  residence  of  the 
patients,  or  their  relatives  or  friends,  so  that  we  could  communicate  with  them,  in  case  of 
death,  or  recovery. 

10162.  Arc  cases  coming  from  workhouses  accompanied  with  any  information  ?— The 
information  required  on  the  second  page  of  the  admission  form  is  generally  not  given 
that  as  to  whether  the  friends  or  relatives  arc  affected  with  the  same  disease  or  not. 

10163.  Isuppose  you  would  consider  it  a great  advantage  to  have  the  history  of  each  case 
given  ? — I would.  It  would  he  a great  advantage  in  the  treatment  of  the  case. 

10164.  Do  you  know  whether  any  delay  is  experienced  in  obtaining  admission  here,  for 
patients  coming  from  workhouses? — Yes;  by  the  rule  they  are  obliged  to  wait  for  the 
next  Board,  and  longer  than  that. 

10165.  No  impediment  arises  from  the  parties  being  obliged  to  give  security  for  the 
removal  of  the  patients  ? — They  generally  give  the  security,  either  of  the  guardians,  or  of 
the  master,  for  the  removal  of  the  patients.  They  complain  of  want  of  facility  in  getting 
patients  into  this  institution  from  the  workhouse  in  Cork.  A complaint  was  made  last 
board  day. 

10166.  What  was  that  grounded  upon? — It  was  grounded  upon  my  refusing  a case,  for 
which  the  papers  were  not  perfected.  There  was  no  medical  certificate  and  no  symptoms 
were  described  that  would  make  me  suppose  the  case  was  an  urgent  one.  The  case  was 
transferred  to  the  county  gaol,  and  is  there  still. 

10167.  In  order  to  be  transferred  to  the  county  gaol,  the  patient  must  have  been  com- 
mitted under  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act? — Yes. 

10168.  He  must,  therefore,  have  exhibited  some  signs  of  violence? — I do  not  know;  I 
suppose  it  must  have  been  the  case,  for  that  is  the  usual  way  to  get  them  into  gaols. 

10169.  From  your  experience  of  workhouses  and  gaols,  do  you  consider  them  fit  places  for 
the  accommodation  of  lunatics  ? — Certainly  not.  The  moment  persons  are  declared  to  be 
lunatics,  I think  there  should  be  every  facility  afforded  for  placing  them  in  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind. 

10170.  I believe  the  immediate  treatment  of  the  case  is  very  important  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cure? — It  is  of  more  importance  than  any  other  circumstance  connected  with 
insanity. 

10171.  Have  you  any  patients  here  who  pay  for  their  maintenance? — Yes. 

10172.  What  rule  is  adopted  by  the  Board,  with  reference  to  those  cases  ? — The  Board 
asked  the  average  cost  of  each  patient,  for  the  previous  year,  when  first  making  this  rule, 
and  they  made  a rule  that  payments  then  were  to  be  received  of  sums  varying  from  4'17 
to  £20  per  annum  for  each  case.  It  appeared  to  them  that  that  amount  would  cover  their 
cost  to  the  asylum. 

10173.  Was  that  independently  of  clothing? — No,  including  clothing. 

10174.  How  long  is  it  since  the  Governors  have  adopted  the  rule  of  admitting  paying 
patients  ? — About  six  or  eight  months. 

10175.  Have  you  received  many  such  patients  since? — I think  wc  have  received  about 
ten  or  twelve ; we  have  about  eight  or  nine  at  present. 

10176.  What  scrutiny  or  investigation  takes  place,  with  respect  to  the  capacity  of  tho 
friends  of  those  parties,  to  pay  for  them  in  a private  asylum  ? — It  sometimes  happens  I 
take  in  those  cases,  previous  to  tho  meeting  of  the  Board,  when  they  are  very  bad  or 
violent ; I receive  them,  as  urgent  cases,  upon  their  paying  in  advance  a quarter  of  the 
highest  rate  of  charge,  that  is  £5,  and  I represent  tho  case  to  the  next  Board.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  are  generally  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  party, 
or  his  friends,  and  I could  not  myself  take  them  in  unless  I was  aware  they  were  unable 
to  pay  in  a private  asylum. 

10177-  Do  you  consider  the  Board  take  sufficient  means  to  see  that  the  friends  of  the 
party  are  not  able  to  pay  in  a private  asylum? — As  yet  they  have  done  so. 

10178.  In  the  short  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  admission  of  those  paying  patients, 
have  you  had  any  complaint  of  the  quarterly  stipend  not  being  regularly  paid.  ? — No. 

10179-  Is  it  your  own  impression  that  there  is  a considerable  class  of  cases  in  the  country 
of  lunatics  whose  friends  would  not  like  to  have  them  admitted  into  this  asylum  as  pau- 
pers, but  who  are  at  the  same  time  not  able  to  pay  for  them  in  private  asylums?—!  do  not 
think  there  are  many  of  that  class  in  this  county ; I ought  to  be  a tolerably  good  judge,  for 
I paid  for  my  information.  I got  up  an  asylum  to  receive  patients  at  ten  shillings  a week, 
and  I never  got  more  than  eight  or  nine  patients.  Dr.  Osborne  and  I had  the  asylum. 

_ 10180.  Do  you  find  that  the  applications  for  admission  come  more  from  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Cork  than  from  distant  parts  of  the  county? — I think  not,  but  I never  considered 
the  question  before. 

10181.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  no  undue  preference  given  in  any  way  to  those  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  asylum  before  those  from  distant  parts  of  the  county  ? J"-”0 
preference  whatever  is  given.  No  case  that  is  a fit  case  for  admission  is  ever  rejected. 

10182.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  pretty  regular  ? — It  is  not  very  numerous,  but  it 
is  tolerably  regular. 

10183.  Have  many  occasions  occurred  on  which  there  has  been  no  quorum  ? — Not  many 
occasions,  but  it  has  occurred  more  than  once.  n , 

10184.  Does  the  Board  contain  a fair  representation  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cor*  88 
well  as  of  the  county  of  Cork  ?— I know  that  a great  many  citizens  complain  of  not  having 
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a voice  on  the  Board — a groat  many  of  those  who  superintend  the  rates  here.  There  are  Cork. 
a great  many  of  the  Governors,  I believe,  who  arc  residents  of  the  county  of  the  city,  but  n — — 

I do  not  think  the  citizens  look  upon  them  as  citizens.  Cork  District  Asylum. 

10 185.  Do  the  Board  meet  more  than  once  a month  ?— Once  a month  they  meet ; occa-  T' Power' Esq"  M-D- 
sionally  there  is  a Special  Board  for  particular  purposes. 

1018G.  Is  there  any  Visiting  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Governors  to  inspect 
the  house  from  time  to  time  ? — There  had  been,  but  1 think  it  was  discontinued. 

10187.  Do  the  Governors  themselves  visit  the  house? — Well,  not  very  often ; they  gene- 
rally visit  when  there  is  any  thing  in  the  way  of  complaint  as  to  the  construction  of  the  esta- 
blishment, deficiencies  in  the  baths  or  the  windows,  or  when  works  arc  being  required,  or 
things  found  to  be  out  of  order,  they  generally  examine  them. 

101SS.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Governors  only  visit  the  house  when  any  particular 
matter  requires  to  be  inspected  or  examined  ? — They  do  more  frequently  than  that. 

10189.  Have  you  had  much  reason  to  complain  of  deficiencies  in  this  building? — Great  Deficiencies  in  the 
reason,  if  you  take  it  from  the  time  we  first  got.  into  it  to  the  present ; and  still  we  have  to  buiIdinS- 
complain  of  deficiencies,  but  they  are  about  to  be  removed.  There  are  workmen  engaged 
on  the  grounds. 

10190.  What  are  the  deficiencies  of  which  you  complain  ? — All  the  back  windows  are 
unsafe ; patients  can  get  out  through  them,  and  they  have  done  so.  Wo  have  no  means  of 
fastening  the  windows — those  are  about  to  be  removed  by  order  from  the  Treasury ; areas 
that  are  dangerous ; the  s ewerage  requires  to  bo  re-constructed ; and  the  baths  and  water- 
closets  to  be  repaired,  and  they  are  in  hands. 

10191.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilating  the  house? — That  is  also  in  con-  Ventilation;  waxm- 
tcmplation.  “£• 

10192.  Was  there  any  arrangement  made  for  artificial  ventilation  in  the  construction  of 
the  building? — There  was  an  arrangement  made,  but  it  was  doubtful  whether  it  would  act 
or  not;  according  to  my  view  it  never  acted;  other  persons  thought  differently;  large 
towers  were  built  for  the  purpose, 

10193.  How  is  the  house  warmed  ? — By  fire-places. 

10194.  Is  there  no  warming  apparatus  ? — There  is  no  warming  apparatus.  That  was  put 
down  as  one  of  the  requisites  when  sending  in  our  complaints  to  the  Treasury  upon  the 
last  occasion,  but  it  was  rejected. 

10195.  Is  there  a sufficient  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  in  the  house  ? — Yes. 

10196.  You  state  that  there  is  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  the  patients? — Yes.  The  infirmary. 

10197.  Is  that  distinct  from  the  building? — It  is  separate  altogether.  It  was  an  old 
dwelling-house  that  was  converted  into  an  infirmary  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

10198.  Is  your  own  opinion  favourable  to  the  propriety  of  having  infirmaries  in  all  those 
institutions? — Certainly,  they  are  of  very  great  advantage. 

10199.  You  do  not  approve,  therefore,  of  the  lunatic  sick  being  treated  in  their  separate 
cells  ? — No,  I do  not  approve  of  that  at  all. 

10200.  Do  the  patients  dine  altogether  or  in  separate  day-rooms  ? — They  dine  in  separate 
day-rooms.  The  patients  in  each  gallery  dine  by  themselves. 

10201.  I believe  there  is  a large  quantity  of  ground  attached  to  this  institution? — Quantity  of  ground ; 
Fifty-seven  acres  is  the  quantity  contained  within  lire  walls,  as  given  to  us  by  the  Board  of  p^oymen  ° 
Works. 

10202.  Are  those  patients  whose  health  will  permit  of  it  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits 
to  any  great  extent  ? — Yes,  to  a considerable  extent.  There  are  about  from  ten  to  twelve 
acres  under  cultivation ; that  is  a rough  guess ; from  this  we  produce  potatoes,  cabbage, 


turnips,  and  other  vegetables.  _ . . . 

10203.  By  a return  for  to-day  it  appears  there  are  only  sixteen  male  patients  at  agricul- 
tural labour  and  gardening  ? — That  kind  of  labour  is  over,  with  the  exception  of  the  tur- 
nips ; the  potatoes  are  all  dug.  n n • 

10204.  Have  you  adequate  means  of  employing  all  those  inmates  who  are  capable  of  being 
employed  ?— We  have  a great  deal  more  means  of  employment  than  we  have  men  tor ; m 
laying  out  the  grounds  outside,  in  making  roads,  in  cleansing  out  the  yards,  and  settling 
the  grounds  which  were  left  in  a rough  state  in  the  front ; besides,  they  have  done  all  tlie 
work  for  the  new  sewerage  ; many  of  the  men  are  at  present  employed  on  it. 

10205.  I believe  that  tailoring,  carpentry,  and  shoe-making  are  taught  m the  institution, 
are  you  enabled  to  make  up  here  all  the  shoes  required  for  the  inmates  ?— Not  ail , at  one 
time  we  were,  in  consequence  of  having  a good  many  slioe-makers.  We  sent  out  some  cured. 

10206.  Is  the  male  clothing  made  up  in  the  establishment  ?— All  ] and  also  the  female 
10207.  Is  the  shirting  made  up  here?— Yes,  and  beds  and  bedding,  and  table-cloths, 
and  the  washing  of  the  establishment  is  done  here.  . . ..  .. 

10208.  Whaf  classification  are  you  enabled  to  make  of  the  patients  f— We  classify  idiots,  Closefiotou. 
weak-minded  patients,  and  epdcptics  in  one  division,  with  three  galleries.  We  classify 
recent  and  violent  cases  in  three  more  galleries  ; and  then  m three  ether  galleries  we  have  the 
more  quiet  class  of  patients,  those  that  are  either  convalescent  or  have  got  into  a perma- 

nent  state  of  quiet  mania.  „ „ . . , . ,, „„„  • 

10209.  When  you  speak  of  three  galleries,  I presume  all  the  patients  in  those  are  associ- 
ated together  ?— Only  in  the  yard  ; they  do  not  associate  at  their  meals  and  when  sleeping ; 
in  other  words,  there  is  only  one  yard  for  every  three  galleries. 

10210.  How  frequently  do  the  patients  get  a bath_is  there  any  fixed  day  of  the  week  for  Baths, 
the  purpose  ?-- -Every  week  regularly  every  patient  in  the  house  gets  a bath,  except  those 
in  the  infirmary ; that  is  independently  of  those  baths  ordered  medically. 
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10211.  What  restraint  do  you  use  ?— We  use  the  strait  iaclcet  whenever  we  • 

( for  restraint,  and  we  use  a girdlo  with  bracelets.  6 occasion 

1 02 1 2.  Do  you  make  a daily  entry  of  the  cases  of  restraint  in  the  Daily  Statement  Reel  9 
Yes,  that  is  in  case  of  restraint  by  means  of  either  the  jacket  or  the  girdle.  0K 1 ~~ 

10213.  What  case  of  restraint  would  you  not  enter?— Wo  would  not  enter  nuttin 
the  strong  shirt,  which  is  used  to  prevent  patients  from  tearing  their  clothes  1 S °n 

10214.  Bat  the  other  cases,  however  short  the  period  of  restraint,  are  entered9 -Y 

however  short  the  period,  they  are  entered  ; and  the  keepers  are  never  allowed  to 
restraint  without  acquainting  me  or  the  steward  at  the  male  side,  or  the  matron  at  t!7 
female  side.  If  they  see  a necessity  for  restraint  when  I am  out  of  the  way  they  can  ord 
10215.  Who  keeps  the  instruments  of  restraint? — The  steward  chiefly.  J r lt- 

10216.  Why  do  yon  not  keep  them  yourself?— It  was  not  the  custom  of  the  nlanP-  t 
never  kept  them.  Plice  > A 

10217.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Privy  Council  regulations  require  you  to  keen  them? 
Well,  I was  not  aware  of  that ; we  have  recourse  to  them  but  very  seldom.  1 
!021S  !n  this  asylum  of  433  patients,  how  many  cases  of  restraint  may  occur  in  the 
week  ?— Probably  for  weeks  and  weeks  no  case  will  occur.  I will  be  obliged  to  order 
restraint  to-night  for  one  case.  In  consequence  of  the  patient  never  lying  down  I must 
have  her  put  into  a box- bed,  and  the  sheets  tied  round  her  to  keep  her  in  bed.  She 
remains  all  the  night  standing  bolt  upright.  Those  are  cases  in  which  we  must  have  recourse 
to  restraint;  at  least,  so  1 think. 

10219.  Are  those  instrument!  of  restraint  ever  loft  entirely  in  the  charge  of  the  servants 
ot  the  wards?— They  arc  ; but  the  servants  in  the  wards  never  use  them  unless  by  direc- 
tion. They  generally  follow  the  directions  on  the  subject;  at  least,  I have  never  found 
them  transgressing.  Whenever  a case  of  violence  suddenly  breaks  out  they  put  the  patient 
into  a padded  cell.  1 

1022(1.  As  long  as  the  instruments  of  restraint  are  not  kept  by  you,  as  the  regulations 
require,  you  cannot  be  perfectly  certain  they  are  not  used  without  your  authority?—!  cannot 
be  perfectly  certain  ; I could  not  swear  it. 

10221.  Have  you  always  had  padded  rooms  in  this  asylum  ?_Padded  rooms  or  strone 
rooms.  o 

10222  Have  yon  found  them  useful  ?— ' Very  useful ; we  could  scarcely  get  on  without 
them.  I here  is  a young  man  here  now  whom  wo  kept  sleeping  in  a padded  cell  for  I 
suppose,  a month,  f rom  the  fear  of  his  attempting  to  commit  suicide  ; we  put  everything 
out  ot  his  way ; he  is  now  recovered.  1 jo 

o’clocl23’  At  whlt  h0Ur  d0  tho  P“tieats  ratire  t0  rost  in  ‘he  winter?— About  six  or  seven 

it  Hm.C  d°  l!”i7  Vs?  From  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  breakfast 

M 1 i riSC  at  ?IX  0 c 0C  i ln  summcr>  a»d  breakfast  at  eight. 

• • at  9 J of  occupation  or  amusement  have  you  for  patients  during  wet  days  or 
W w have  Su,nofe'v  books  and  some  few  newspapers. 

nbintsV l^i.TfookfoS0'1  ^ ““  US6  °f  tie  “““*«  *-*<>“.  I dm  -7, 

7 3337  ipA1'0  th°s0  7,1  genoral  use?— Those  are  in  general  use— distributed  all  through  the 
readhi-  Th“'e  “r°  ma"7  patient8  who  ™»d.  but  those  who  do  read  are  very  fond  of 

i Smo'  •T0U  a”7  otllcr  ™"80m™‘8  f”  thorn  ?— There  are  some  roughdraught-tahles. 

.2-  ,,  . 0 any  recreation  ball  ?— There  is  a large  hall. 

10240.  lias  it  ever  been  used ? — No. 

wW,3;!  if®,  ,a’’-7  p“tics  or  c,anc„es  Pym  ?-Ko-  There  was  a lady  here  yesterday 
them  infl  T nl  . U]C  bVno  UP  '"J1310  011  Saturday  next  to  see  what  effect  it  would  have  on 
i,0  ’ wlm  VC  ief  eaV6‘.  ThGy  aro  very  ^ond  dancing.  There  are  persons  in  the 

10929  a *jn,sicad  instrument,  and  when  they  play  the  patients  dance. 

thn<jp"iinivivf1,  *■  *'°U  nf)t  atta<Jb.considerable  importance  to  amusements  being  afforded  to 
mpnt  nf  na  ° nJ,mates  • do,  decidedly.  I think  there  are  several  sources  of  amuse- 
Zthtw  “ l1?  f°r  wIuch  we  are  vei7  deficient ; for  example,  we  have  no  ball-court, 
o ii  • j though  that  would  not  answer  on  a wet  day  unless  it  was  roofed 

*?  7"'  frequenting8?— No  “T  f“n,il“re  itt  the  lol’S  galleries  which  the  patients  are  in  the  habit  of 

Tih5“  *h0J;  8top  7,1  t,,e  daj'-raoms  when  they  are  within  doorB?— Yes ; and  they 
1 e , A “d  dow,n  the  galleries,  and  look  out  of  the  windows, 
inis  4 fllrn,tul'°  ;s  ‘here  in  the  day-rooms  ?— Some  tables  and  forms, 
n„,  r . * ”6re  anJr  0“llre  for  weak  or  feeble  patients?— Yes;  lately  I got  a couple  of 

Question  .r  T0037  ‘inilfi  f m-ohairs  for  weak  persons,  which  I have  placed  in  the  infirmary. 

iustructioS:  f“"7.  Is  there  a school  in  the  asylum  ?— Ko  school. 

...  „ , J presume  there  are  many  patients  unable  to  read  or  write? — The' great  majority 
are  unable  to  read  or  write. 

Apart  from  any  advantage  in  the  way  of  education,  do  you  consider  the  occupation 
envn  ‘‘‘‘‘uetion  wouhl  afford  would  bo  advantageous  ?— I think  any  thing  that  would 
Amugcmuotsfor  iSo  WhT^  be  °f  adv!ml!lSe  in  a .cmativo  point  of  view.  . J 

religious  worship.  p_A  . at  a?0  the  arrangements  for  religious  worship? — The  Roman  Catholic  and 
on  flip  D C ,aP  different  hours,  celebrate  mass,  and  read  the  service  in  the  chapel 

..j  Iloman  Catholic  chaplain  attends  at  eight  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning 

1 aJS  > and  tho  Protestant  chaplain  at  half-past  ten  or  eleven  o’clock. 


Hours  of  retiring  to 
rest  and  of  rising. 


; amusements. 
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10241.  The  chapel,  I believe,  is  detached  from  the  building  ?— The  chapel  is  detached. 

10242.  Do  you  find  that  inconvenient  ? — I think  it  rather  an  advantage.  It  gives  the 
patients  more  the  idea  of  going  to  church  or  chapel  the  6ame  as  when  they  were  at  home. 
They  look  forward  to  it  with  pleasure  as  a recreation. 

10243.  Have  there  been  always  chaplains  attached  to  the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum  ? 
— Always,  as  long  as  I recollect. 

10244.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  ministrations  of  chaplains  in  a 
medical  point  of  view  ?— I think  they  are  highly  beneficial. 

10245.  What  proportion  of  the  number  of  inmates  is  generally  capable  of  attending  divine 
worship  on  Sunday?— We  have  a great  many.  The  itoman  Catholic  chapel  is  full — 
from  150  to  near  200  Roman  Catholics  attend ; and,  I suppose,  from  twenty  to  thirty 
Protestants. 

10246.  Nearly  one-half  the  inmates  are  enabled  to  attend?— Yes ; there  is  a record  in  the 
daily  statement  book. 

10247.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  chaplains  are  in  the  habit  of  preaching  on  Sundays? 
— I think  they  are.  The  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  does. 

10248.  Are  the  chaplains  allowed  free  access  to  the  patients  during  the  week  ?— Yes. 

10249.  What  restriction  is  there  upon  their  attendance,  supposing  a case  appeared  to 
you,  as  manager,  to  be  one  that  should  not  be  disturbed  ? — I never  interfered.  1 have 
requested  the  chaplains  very  frequently  to  go  to  the  patients  to  speak  to  them,  for  their 
conversation  has  a tranquillising  influence  on  them  in  their  excitement,  even  though  in 
robust  bodily  health. 

10250.  Have  you  found  that  any  squabbling  or  religious  difference  arose,  after  the 
patients  have  returned  from  the  places  of  worship  on  Sundays,  between  those  of  different 
persuasions? — Never  ; I never  saw  the  slightest  difference  between  them. 

10251.  Are  the  chaplains  provided  with  the  books  they  may  require  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  the  members  of  their  respective  creeds  ?— Yes ; they  have  prayer  books,  rosary 
beads,  &c. 

10252.  Are  any  Bibles  furnished  ? — No  Bibles. 

10253.  Are  the  servants  of  the  establishment  generally  capable  of  reading  and  writing? 
— The  majority  of  them  are,  the  attendants  generally ; but  some  of  the  lower  servants  are  not. 

10254.  Are  they  ever  employed  in  reading  to  the  patients  ?-r-Never. 

10255.  Have  you  a sufficient  staff  of  servants? — 1 think  not. 

10256.  Have  you  ever  brought  the  matter  before  the  Board? — No  ; some  years  ago  the 
matter  was  brought  forward  and  settled  as  at  present,  though  the  inmates  have  become 
very  numerous  since.  We  have  the  same  staff  now  we  had  then. 

10257.  Is  there  any  examination  of  candidates  for  such  appointments  ? — I always 
examine  them,  and  the  Board  subsequently,  when  confirming  their  appointments. 

10258.  Is  it  now  required  that  persons  to  be  appointed  to  these  situations  shall  read  and 
write? — It  is  not.  imperatively  necessary  when  a man  is  qualified  in  other  respects,  and  that 
he  is  not  appointed  to  any  very  advanced  position : it  is  not  considered  perfectly  essential 
that  he  should  read  and  write. 

10259.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  carry  into  effect,  in  this  institution,  the  Superannua- 
tion Act  ? — We  have  not  had  occasion. 

10260.  What  are  the  salaries  of  the  attendants? — The  head  attendants  on  the  male  side  of 
the  establishment,  that  is  of  three  galleries,  are  paid  a pound  a month,  with  rations,  and  cloth- 
ing, and  coals.  The  assistants  arc  paid  fifteen  shillings  a month,  and  rations,  and  clothing. 

10261.  Do  you  find  these  wages  enable  you  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons? 
— I think  that  competent  persons  have  often  wished  to  go  away  from  this  place  to  present 
themselves  to  be  hired  elsewhere. 

10262.  In  consequence  of  higher  wages  being  given  elsewhere? — Yes. 

10263.  When  you  wish  to  bring  matters  under  the  notice  of  the  Board,  do  you  do  so  in 
writing  ? — Always.  I first  of  all  allude  to  it  in  my  own  statement,  which  I make  every 
day,  at  the  commencement  of  the  sitting,  to  the  Board  ; and  then  I have  it  in  a memoran- 
dum book  in  half  a column,  and  the  other  half  of  the  column  is  for  the  answer  of  the 
Board.  I make  a written  report,  each  board  day,  on  the  state  of  the  institution  since  the 
previous  meeting,  and  I mention  any  occurrences  worthy  of  mentioning  that  may  have 
occurred  in  the  meantime. 

10264.  Is  there  a medical  journal  kept  in  the  institution? — Yes,  there  is;  it  is  kept 
weekly  instead  of  daily. 

10265,.  Who  acts  as  secretary  to  the  Board,  and  takes  dowri  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings?— The  minutes  of  the  Board  are  generally  contained  in  this  memorandum  book!  alluded 
to,  or  in  resolutions  that  may  be  brought  forward,  and  that  are  taken  down  by  the  clerk. 

10266.  Are  supplies  for  the  house  procured  by  contract  ?— Yes,  for  the  most  part,  except 
trivial  things  that  we  could  not  bring  iuto  a contract,  or  that  are  not  thought  ot  at  the  time 
of  entering  into  contracts. 

10267.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  articles  required  for  the  estab- 
lishment from  contractors  ? — We  have  generally  plenty  of  contractors  ; at  present  we  have 
no  contractor  for  grocery,  and  we  have  some  trouble  about  it. 

10268.  Those  articles  that  are  not  supplied  by  contract,  but  purchased,  are  they  brought 
into  store  to  the  store-keeper,  in  the  same  way  as  the  rest  of  the  supplies  ? — Always  -,  and 
they  are  brought  into  my  account  and  submitted  to  the  next  Board.  There  are  trivial  things 
for  which  I get  £20  at  a time  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of,  various  little  things  and  small 
repairs,  such  as  the  repairing  of  locks. 
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10269.  Your  accounts  arc  audited  by  the  Commissioners  of  Audit  in  London  ? Yes. 

1 0270.  How  soon  after  an  account  is  closed  does  the  audit  take  place? — From  six  mouths 
to  two  years  and  three  years. 

10271.  Do  you  mean  that  there  have  been  accounts  detained  for  three  years? — I think 
for  a very  long  time  after  the  opening  of  this  asylum,  upwards  of  two  years  elapsed  before 
the  accounts  were  sent. 

10272.  Do  you  think  a more  immediate  audit  would  be  more  satisfactory  ? — Well,  I do 
not  think  it  makes  any  difference  to  us. 

10273.  Aro  you  enabled  to  reply  to  the  questions  which  are  put  to  you,  at  the  end  of 
two  or  three  years,  relative  to  the  items  in  your  accounts  ? — Almost  just  as  well  as  at 
the  moment,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  our  books. 

1027-1.  How  frequently  do  the  Inspectors  visit  the  asylum  ? — Well,  the  Inspectors  have 
no  regular  time.  I could  not  say  how  frequently  ; I would  say,  they  visit  from  eight  to 
ten  times  a year,  between  both. 

10275.  Are  those  visits  made  on  Board  days? — Latterly,  the  visits  were  made  by  Dr. 
White,  on  13oavd  days,  because  there  were  matters  coming  before  the  Board,  that  I 
thought  required  his  attendance,  and  I would  write  to  him,  saying  I wished  lie  would 
attend  at  such  and  such  a Board. 

10276.  IIow  many  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  the  year,  without  notice  to 
you? — Four  or  five  ; four  certainly. 

10277.  When  the  Inspectors  attend  the  Board,  do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  the 
same  as  the  other  Governors  ? — Occasionally  they  do. 

10278.  Do  they  vote? — They  have  voted  very  frequently;  one  of  them  voted  on  a 
question  of  expenditure,  the  governors  objected,  and  he  said  he  would  vote  uo  more  on 
money  matters. 

10279.  As  you  have  a large  Medical  School  here,  do  you  think  that  any  arrangement 
could  be  made,  by  which  advanced  students,  of  good  moral  conduct,  could  have  the  advan- 
tage of  learning  here  the  treatment  of  insanity  ? — I do  ; I think  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  that  purpose ; I think  it  could  he  carried  out.  There  is  a demand  for  the 
instruction ; I have  been  frequently  applied  to  on  the  subject. 

10280.  What  arrangements  would  you  propose? — I would  propose  having  clinical  lectures 
for  certain  periods,  say  three  months ; selecting  for  instruction  acute  cases,  and  those  of 
recent  occurrence. 

10281  • Do  you  propose  to  give  those  lectures  yourself,  or  by  another  ? — I propose  to  give 
them  myself. 

. 102S2.  Would  yon  propose  that  any  of  the  advanced  students  should  he  resident  pupils 
or  clinical  clerks  under  you,  for  a short  time  ? — I would  not  see  any  objection  to  it ; I 
think  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  have  one  student  resident. 

10283.  Would  it  not  be  also  an  assistance  to  you  in  taking  cases? — Certainly,  and  in  many 
other  respects. 

102K4.  You  have  stated  that  the  arrangements  between  you,  as  the  medical  manager  and 
the  visiting  medical  officer,  arc  not  defined  at  present  ? — They  arc  not  defined.  He  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  medical  practice,  unless  I choose  t.o  consult  him  upon  particular 
medical  cases,  and  he  always  gives  me  the  assistance  of  liis  valuable  opinion  upon  those 
occasions. 

10285.  Not  speaking  particularly,  as  regards  this  institution,  but  on  a general  principle— 
would  you  think  it  advisable  to  havo  an  officer,  in  the  position  of  consulting  physician,  or 
visiting  physician,  attached  to  an  institution  of  this  kind? — Well,  no,  I would  not  like  a 
visiting  physician.  I think  ho  would  be  sure  to  clash  with  the  resident  physician.  I 
think  it  would  he  much  better  to  have,  as  wo  have  in  this  institution,  and  which  is  found 
to  work  so  well,  a visiting  surgeon  who  might  be  occasionally  consulted,  medically,  by  the 
resident  physician.  The  visiting  surgeon  and  I never  clash  in  our  duties. 

102S6.  Are  you  visiting  physician  to  a private  institution  in  the  city  ? — Yes. 

102S7.  And  doj'ou  consider  the  principle,  as  regards  a visiting  physician,  should  be  different 
in  a private  asylum,  and  a public  asylum  ?— Yes,  for  this  reason  : I have  the  sole  treatment 
of  the  cases  in  the  private  asylum  ; they  are  left  to  me.  The  proprietor  employs  me,  and 
if  he  did  not  like  me,  he  would  not  employ  me.  We  could  not  clash. 

10288,  If  it  be  advisable  to  have  a visiting  physician  to  take  charge  of  patients  in  a private 
asylum,  where  there  is  a much  smaller  number  of  patients,  why  would  it  not  be  equally 
advisable  to  have  the  same  arrangement  in  a large  asylum? — Well,  I cannot  answer  that 
question  without  going  into  the  minutice  of  a private  asylum.  The  visiting  physician  would 
be  in  the  same  position  as  the  resident  physician  of  a public  asylum,  that  is,  sole  physician. 

10289.  Suppose  there  was  no  such  objection,  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor,  do  you  think 
it  would  then  be  advisable  to  have  a visiting  physician  in  a private  asylum  ? — Do  you 
mean  a private  asylum,  kept  by  a physician  ? .... 

10290.  Yes. — I do  not  see  any  necessity  for  a visiting  physician  then ; but  still  I think  it 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  asylum  to  have  a visiting  physician. 

10291.  Then  if  it  be  an  advantage  to  a private  asylum,  to  have  a visiting  physician,  why 
would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  a large  asylum,  to  have  a visiting  physician  also  ?— 
Because  the  medical  men,  who  keep  asylums,  are  generally  confined  to  them,  in  their 
practice,  and  generally  know  very  little  of  ordinary  medical  practice. 

10292'.  Is  not  the  resident  physician  of  a larger  asylum,  placed  in  exactly  similar  circum-i 
stances  ? — He  would  be,  if  placed  in  the  asylum  immediately  after  coming  from  college. 

10293.  The  proprietor  of  a private  asylum  does  not  necessarily  become  a proprietor 
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immediately  after  coming  from  college  ?— Not  necessarily ; but  asylums  generally  descend 
from  father  to  son,  and  the  son  is  made  a doctor  to  carry  on  the  asylum,  and  seldom  seeks 
for  general  practice. 

10294.  Then  it  would  be  your  view,  that  the  resident  medical  manager  of  the  asylum 
should  have  the  uncontrolled  care  of  the  sick  ? Yes.  J 


Cork. 
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1029o.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  manager  of  an  asylum,  who  is  out  of  general  practice 
for  many  years,  ib  as  capable  of  undertaking  the  treatment  ot  the  cases  of  sickness  that 
may  occur  among  the  insane,  as  a physician  in  general  practice  would  be  ?— Do  you  mean 
out  of  practice  as  long  as  he  is  connected  with  that  asylum  ? 

10296.  Yes,  out  of  practice  for  many  years. — I think  he  is  just  as  capable,  if  not  more 
so,  than  the  other  physician,  for  treating  diseases  incidental  to  lunatics 

10297.  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  bodily  diseases  of  lunatics  and  sane  persons  ? 

—Pathologically,  1 should  say  not,  but  symptomatically  there  is. 

10298.  What  is  the  difference ?— The  diseases  are  much  more  latent;  not  as  well 
developed,  when  occurring  in  the  insane,  as  if  occurring  in  persons  possessed  of  their  clear 
intellect. 

10299.  If  they  be  more  latent,  would  they  not  require  more  practical  knowledge  to 
detect  them?— The  practical  knowledge,  I say,  is  in  the  man  constantly  attending  them, 
more  than  in  a person  not  accustomed  to  them.  I think  the  patients  in  the  asylum  would 
sooner  communicate  their  ideas  to  persons  they  were  acquainted  with,  than  to  a man  they 
see  but  casually,  when  they  happen  to  be  suffering  from  bodily  disease. 

10300.  Would  you  desire  at  all  to  have  a visiting  or  consulting  physician  attached  to  The  medical  staff  of 
the  asylum,  in  addition  to  the  resident  medical  manager  ? — I think  it  is  an  advantage,  in  Asylums, 
a large  establishment  like  this. 

10301.  What  would  you  propose  to  be  the  nature  of  his  connexion  with  the  asylum— is 
it  that  he  should  be  called  in  merely  in  such  cases  as  you  would  consider  necessary,  or 
that,  being  appointed  visiting  or  consulting  medical  officer,  he  should  regularly  visit,  bein'*- 
paid  a salary?— I think  the  arrangement  which  exists  at  present  in  this  institution 
of  a surgeon,  with  power  to  the  physician  of  calling  in  his  aid,  in  certain  cases  in  which 
he  may  consider  the  aid  necessary,  is  one  of  the  best  arrangements  that  could  possibly  be 
made ; the  attending  surgeon  acts  as  consulting  physician  ; it  works  very  well  here. 

10302.  Speaking  on  general  principles  with  respect  to  future  appointments,  would  you 
think  it  advisable  that  the  visiting  or  consulting  physician,  whichever  ho  may  be  called, 
should  be  qualified  botli  in  medicine  and  surgery  ? — I think  it  would  be  an  advantage, 
decidedly,  that  be  should  be  so  qualified. 

10303.  You  have  mentioned  the  case  of  a patient  sheeted  clown  in  the  bed  every  night,  Mode  of  keeping  a 
will  you  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  patient  is  secured  ? — The  patient  is  secured  by  patient  in  bed. 
putting  sheets  over  and  round  the  bands  through  holes  in  the  side  of  the  bed ; there  is 
plenty  of  room  given  to  the  limbs,  but  the  sheet  is  tight  across,  and  the  patient  must  lie 
down.  If  they  attempt  to  get  up  they  are  caught  by  the  sheet. 

10304.  Ai-c  the  attendants  allowed  to  do  that  without  any  order  from  you? — Certainly 
not ; they  have  not  the  apparatus,  they  have  not  the  bedding  for  the  purpose. 

1 0305.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  is  a bettor  mode  than  to  let  the  patient  lie  with  the  mattress 
on  the  floor? — In  winter,  a patient  would  be  frozen  to  death  if  left  that  way. 

10306.  Have  you  no  means  of  providing  warmth  for  such  a patient? — No. 

10307.  Were  you  attached  to  this  institution  in  1S52  ? — Yes. 

1 0308 . I find  recorded  in  that  year  thirteen  cases  of  Epileptic  Apoplexied,”  and  none  in  Disease  and  mor- 
any  of  the  following  years;  can  you  give  any  explanation  of  that? — None,  except  that  it  ™ tlie  Asylum 
was  a misnomer  putting  them  down  in  that  way.  Ten  mouths  of  the  year  were  passed  in  in  5 ' 
the  old  asylum,  and  Mr.  O’Neill,  manager  at  that  time,  recorded  the  deaths  according  to 
his  own  nomenclature,  without  consulting  me  on  the  subject.  I consider  the  great 
majority  of  these  causes  of  death  to  he  incorrect.  There  were  several  patients  died  that 
year  of  the  cold  of  this  place.  It  was,  if  I recollect  rightly,  the  first  year  we  came  here. 

It  was  excessively  cold,  and  the  walls  of  the  rooms  in  the  back  of  the  house  were  wet,  and 
a number  of  cases  died  of  cold.  Epileptics  appeared  to  me  to  he  much  more  subject  to  be 
affected  by  the  cold  than  any  other  patients.  We  had  a disease  that  year  also,  which  we 
mistook  for  a very  long  time ; it  was  scorbutus.  It  appeared  without  any  symptoms  except 
general  weakness,  ending  in  diarrhoea.  We  had  a great  number  of  deaths  before  we 
discovered  the  nature  of  the  disease,  before  it  showed  itself  by  any  of  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  scorbutus,  such  as  purple  blotches  and  spongy  gums.  The  way  I first  discovered  it 
■was  by  the  mother  of  a patient  complaining  that  her  daughter  was  beaten.  I examined 
the  case  and  saw  large  purple  blotches  at  the  back  of  the  patient,  which  could  not  be 
produced  by  beating.  I did  not  know  how  to  account  for  it  at  first : I watched  more  closely 
and  I thought  it  looked  something  like  scorbutus ; and  having  watched  for  some  time,  I 
found  out  that  it  was  scorbutus,  and  almost  every  patient  that  got  ill  subsequently  was 
treated  for  it.  The  disease  did  not  show  itself  by  the  ordinary  symptoms,  but  after  the 
discovery  we  had  very  few  deaths.  Some  of  those  cases  to  which  you  referred  were  affected 
by  that,  and  it  was  at  that  time  the  entry  you  have  read  was  made. 

10309.  Then,  as  such  a mistake  may  occur  in  an  asylum,  would  it  not  afford  an  additional 
reason  for  having  two  heads  instead  of  one  in  the  way  of  medical  advice  ?— It  may  ; hut 
as  it  happened  on  this  occasion,  I was  the  first  in  Cork  that  discovered  the  disease,  which 
occurred  extensively  in  the  Union  workhouse  at  that  time. 

10310.  I find  in  the  same  year  as  many  as  thirty  deaths  from  consumption,  while  the 
highest  number  in  any  other  year  only  amounted  to  seventeen ; have  you  the  same  explana- 
tion to  offer  for  the  prevalence  of  that  disease  in  that  year  ? — I have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
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late  manager’s  nomenclature  was  again  at  fault  upon  this  occasion ; moreover  I find 
cause  so  general  for  predisposing  to  consumption  as  that  very  scorbutus.  It  is  said  to 
very  curable  disease,  but  1 never  saw  a case  of  it  recover  perfectly  ; it  left  a sting  always* 

10311.  I find  on  referring  to  the  sick  diet  book,  that  there  is  no  entry  in  it  from  1854  t 
1855,  inclusive,  can  you  explain  that? — My  attention  was  not  directed  to  that  book  I 
thought  it  was  entirely  in  the  care  of  the  steward  at  that  time,  but  all  the  diets  required 
there  are  given  in  the  ordinary  daily  diet  sheet  and  storekeeper’s  diet  hook.  ^ 

10312.  If  not  entered  in  the  diet  book  for  the  infirmary,  what  is  the  direction  under  which 
the  patients  were  supposed  to  get  the  necessary  diets  ? — I ordered  them  in  the  infirm*.™ 

10313.  Were  those  verbal  orders  ? — Verbal  orders. 

10314.  I find  in  the  infirmary  diet  book  an  entry  for  November,  1856,  and  there  are  other 
entries  for  the  same  period,  the  one  appearing  to  be  a copy  of  the  other,  but  they  do  not 
exactly  correspond  ?— .Those  books  were  kept  by  different  men,  and  I used  not  to  look 
over  the  books  at  the  time  ; besides,  after  a certain  period  of  use  the  book,  from  its  form 
becomes  confused,  from  the  frequent  crossing  out  of  articles  previously  ordered,  and  the 
substitution  of  new  items  in  their  places,  to  be  again  crossed  out  and  others  marked  in. 

10315.  I refer  to  the  last  six  months— November  last — by  whom  is  the  prescription  book 
kept  ? — By  me. 

10316.  I find  no  entry  in  this  book  from  June,  1847,  to  April,  1853  ? — During  that  time  I 
kept  this  book  very  irregularly.  I used  to  give  the  prescriptions  verbally,  and  o-et  the 
medicines  made  up  in  the  infirmary.  My*prcscriptions  are  generally  very  simple.  ° They 
were  made  up  with  the  assistance  of  the  attendants  there  and  the  apothecary.  J 

10317.  Wore  you  visiting  physician  or  manager  at  that  time? — I was  visiting  physician  till 
1852,  when  I was  made  resident  physician  on  the  uew  buildings  being  about  to  be  inhabited. 

10318.  What  is  the  arrangement  for  informing  you  of  any  cases  of  sickness  or  accidents 
that  may  occur  ?— They  are  put  down  on  the  statement  book  from  reports  given  by  the 
various  heads  of  divisions  every  morning. 

10319.  And  are  they  available  for  your  inspection  and  the  surgeon’s  on  your  visits? 

Special  reports  are  made  for  the  surgeon,  and  put  up  in  a particular  part  of  the  office,  that 
he  may  see  them  when  he  comes. 

10320.  Is  there  an  apothecary  ? — There  is. 

10321.  How  often  does  he  visit? — Sometimes  twice,  and  sometimes  three  times  a-week. 
Latterly  ho  has  been  visiting  more  frequently  than  upon  former  occasions. 

10322.  Who  makes  up  the  medicines  on  the  days  when  he  comes  here  ?— The  medicines 
I prescribe  are  generally  very  simple  ; they  arc  made  up  by  the  infirmary  man,  a good  many 
of  them  ; and  when  I sec  any  thing  complex  I send  for  the  apothecary. 

10323.  What  is  the  education  of  the  infirmary  man?— None,  except  that  he  learned  to 
read  and  write,  but  he  was  infirmarian  at  the  workhouse  for  a long  time  and  can  make  up 
those  ordinary  things,  such  as  castor  oil  and  pills. 

• with  his  education,  he  is  capable  of  making  up  a medical  prescrip- 

tion  ?— I think  lie  is  capable  of  making  up  the  simple  prescription  1 speak  of  with  a few 
drops  of  laudanum. 

10325.  Do  you  think  laudanum  a medicine  to  be  trusted  with  a man  of  that  kind?— 
Certainly  not ; but  ten  or  fifteen  drops  I may  give  to  him  to  be  put  into  a dose  of  castor  oil. 

10326.  Then  it  comes  practically  to  this,  that  while  there  is  an  apothecary  for  the  institu- 
tion, the  medicines  aro  made  up  by  a man  who  knows  nothing  of  medicine? — Not  all  the 
medicine.  The  complex  medicines  are  made  up  by  the  apothecary. 

10327-  Do  you  call  laudanum  a simple  or  harmless  medicine  ?— When  made  up  complexly, 
the  apothecary  is  sent  for. 

10328.  Do  you  think  it  safe  to  trust  a man  of  the  kind  j'ou  have  described  with  such 
duties  ? — I do  think  it  is  safe. 

10329.  How  frequently  do  you  go  round  the  house  yourself? — Generally  every  day. 

10330.  What  do  you  mean  by  generally  ? — Unless  on  very  extraordinary  occasions  I go 
round  every  day. 

10331.  Be  good  enough  to  road  number  twenty-four  of  the  Privy  Council  regulations? — 
It  states  that  the  manager  shall  inspect  every  portion  of  the  establishment  each  day  before 
twelve  o’clock,  and  shall  personally  inspect  each  patient. 

10332.  Is  that  order  always  complied  with  ? — There  are  scarcely  any  exceptions  to  it, 
unless  I am  kept  away  by  most  particular  business;  I go  round  every  day,  and  generally 
before  that  time. 

10333.  You  appear  to  have  a vast  deal  on  your  hands  in  addition  to  the  charge  of  the 
asylum  with  over  400  patients  : you  have  also  to  attend  on  a private  asylum? — I attend 
the  private  asylum  but  three,  times  a-week. 

10334.  What  distance  is  it  from  this? — It  is  about  three  miles. 

10335.  Have  you  any  other  occupation? — None  other. 

10336.  Do  you  never  see  patients  out  of  the  institution? — Scarcely  ever. 

10337.  You  do  sometimes? — I do. 

10338.  Then  there  are  occupations  which  do  take  you  away  from  the  asylum  ? — When  I 
joined  this  asylum,  I was  allowed  to  practice  in  the  treatment  of  insanity  in  public,  and  I 
attended  Dr.  Osborne’s  asylum.  The  practice  I have  out  of  doors  is  scarcely  worth  men- 
tioning ; 1 suppose  I have  not  seen  two  cases  outside  the  asylum  in  the  year.  It  happened 
recently  that  I was  called  to  see  a case  twelve  miles  from  here  ; it  was  the  only  one  that 
occurred  for  probably  two  years. 

10339.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  mixing  paying  patients  with  those  who  are  admitted 
gratis  ? — From  our  experience  of  paying  patients  I can  say  they  are  worse  than  any  other, 
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and  they  require  a great  deal  more  attention  than  the  ordinary  pauper  cases.  That  is  the 
only  objection  1 see.  J r r 

10340.  What  do  you  attribute  that  to  9-Well,  I suppose,  that  their  friends  being  better 
circumstanced  are  enabled  to  keep  them  for  a longer  time  before  they  send  them  m.  Our 
experience  of  them  shows  us  that  they  have  a worse  description  of  insanity  than  the  ordi- 
nary pauper  patients.  J 

10341.  Supposing  paying  patients  wore  admitted  to  the  asylum,  which  plan  would  you 
think  more  adnsable  that  of  admitting  them  at  a fixed  rate,  say  the  cost  Si  maintenance, 
to  meet  the  wants  of  those  unable  to  pay  in  a private  asylum,  or  according  to  a gra- 
duated  scale  of  charges,  leaving  to  the  Board  of  Governors  to  decide  on  the  amount  to 
be  paid  . Well,  that  is  a question  that  would  take  some  time  to  consider.  I think  the 
simplest  way  would  be  to  charge  them  a fixed  sum ; but  that  might  incommode  a great 
many  families  that  would  not  be  able  to  pay  that  sum.  A fixed  rate,  framed  upon  an  average 
°f  the  cost  for  some  years,  would  be  a just  rate,  and  I would  admit  the  others  as  pauper. 

10342.  I see  m the  form  of  admission  that  you  require,  in  the  physician  or  surgeon’s 
certificate  a statement  that  the  patient  is  likely  to  derive  benefit  from  being  placed  in  the 
Eglmton  Lunatic  Asylum;  is  it  meant  by  that  the  case  is  probably  a curable  one?— I should 
suppose  so. 

10343.  If  that  be  the  case,  would  it  not  exclude  cases  of  idioev,  generally  speaking  of 
epileptic  mania,  and  others  not  supposed  to  be  curable  ?-I  object  to  that  admission  paper 
altogether  ; it  is  not  one  of  my  framing  ; in  fact,  I think  there  could  not  he  a more  objec- 
tionable paper  of  admission.  It  does  not  refer  at  all  either  to  paying  or  pauper  patients. 

10344.  There  appear  to  be  two  forms  of  admission  before  us,  which  is  the  one  acted  upon 
at  present  ? — Both  are  acted  upon. 

10345.  One  of  the  forms  of  admission  appears  to  be  for  persons  who  are  paupers,  and  the 
other  for  persons  who  are  not  paupers  ?— Yes.  Notwithstanding  the  wording  of  the  form, 
in  reference  to  patients  very  likely  to  benefit  from  their  admission  here,  it  has  not  had  the 
effect  of  excluding  the  class  of  cases  you  have  referred  to. 

10346.  I find  in  both  forms  this  paragraph,  “I  hereby  engage  that  the  friends  of  the 
within-named  patient  shall  withdraw  him  or  her  from  the  Eglinton  Lunatic  Asylum  on 
its  being  notified  to  me  that  tho  patient  is  recovered  or  deemed  harmless,  or  that  the  Go- 
vernors do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  retain  him  or  her  in  the  asylum  ?” — That  last  clause 
was  added  by  the  Governors  in  consequence  of  the  cases  that  I have  alluded  to. 

10347.  In  the  event  of  a patient  being  dismissed,  under  the  provision  with  respect  to 
harmless  cases,  and  that  that  patient  is  idiotic  or  paralytic,  wliat  is  to  become  of  him  when 
discharged  from  this  asylum  ? — Ho  must  go  to  the  workhouse,  I suppose. 

10348.  Do  you  think  the  workhouse  a fit  place  for  the  reception  of  such  patients  9 — Cer- 
tainly not.  I am  not  advocating  or  defending  that  form  of  admission  at  all ; it  came  down 
from  the  Castle  here. 


10349.  Have  there  been  any  escapes  from  this  asylum? — Very  frequently ; I had  to 
report  three  escapes  to  the  last  Board. 

10350.  How  are  the  escapes  effected  ? — Two  got  away  from  men  who  had  them  in  charge 
out  at  work,  and  a woman  got  away  at  night.  We  got  her  back,  and  it  appeared  that 
through  some  negligence  or  mistake  the  door  of  her  cell  was  not  closed  in  going  the  rounds 
at  night. 

10351.  But  how  did  she  get  out  of  the  house? — She  got  out  of  one  of  the  windows; 
they  can  get  out  through  the  windows  here ; you  have  no  idea  what  small  windows  they 
can  get  through. 

10352.  With  respect  to  the  patients  who  escaped  from  the  keepers  on  the  grounds,  was 
there  no  obstacle  to  their  getting  away,  such  as  a boundary  wall  ? — There  was  a boundary 
wall,  and  one  of  them  got  over  it ; the  other  got  out  on  the  gate  which  was  open,  as  it  is 
m possession  of  the  Corporation,  who  are  building  a water  reservoir  on  the  grounds. 


Samuel  Hobart,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10353.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  the  Cork  District  Asylum  ? — I have  been 
connected  with  the  Lunatic  Asylum  since  the  year  1816. 

10354.  In  what  capacity  during  that  period  ? — I was  for  many  years,  at  the  beginning  of 
my  connexion  with  the  asylum,  the  apothecary,  and  subsequently  I was  appointed  surgeon  as 
well  as  apothecary.  I have  the  document  here  informing  me  of  my  appointment  as  surgeon. 

1 0355 . At  what  period  was  the  Cork  Asylum  made  a district  asylum  ? — In  September,  1 845. 

1 0356.  When  the  Cork  Asylum  became  a district  asylum,  did  you  receive  any  notification 
as  to  what  your  duties  would  be  ? — No. 

10357.  Your  appointment  continued  as  before  ? — Yes. 

10358.  Practically,  are  the  duties  you  now  perform  the  same  as  you  have  always  per- 
formed as  surgeon  ? — The  same.  Every  surgical  case  that  occurs  in  the  house  comes 
under  my  care. 

10359.  Is  your  attendance  regular  or  is  it  occasional,  as  you  may  be  required  ? — I may 
say  occasional.  I visit,  perhaps,  two  or  three  times  a week,  on  an  average ; and  if  I had 
cases  on  hands  that  would  require  daily  visits,  I would  make  them,  or  I would  even  make 
two  visits  in  the  day.  On  one  occasion  I was  here  four  times  in  the  day. 

10360.  W ould  you  attend,  supposing  you  had  no  case  on  hands,  or  received  no  notifica- 
tion of  your  presence  being  required? — 1 very  often  came  without  expecting  any  case. 

10361.  You  are  also  an  M.D.  ? — I am. 

3 N 
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Cork.  10362.  Do  you  take  any  part  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  cases  ? — Dr.  Power  a 1 T 

Cork  District  Asylum  meet  and  consult  uPon  flome  cases  the  same  as  we  would  in  private  practice.  ° 1 

8.  Hobart,  Es..,  TI  l036?'  ‘'c?ar,d  *°  tlle  treatment  of  insanity,  yon  take  no  part  whatever  in  that  ? 
Unless  in  the  surgical  treatment. 

1 0364.  When  you  visit  the  asylum  on  those  occasions,  is  there  any  record  of  your  visit- 
do  you  make  an  entry  in  any  book  ? — I do  ; there  is  a Daily  Statement  Book. 

10365.  I think  you  stated  that  you  received  no  particular  instruction  as  to  the  duties  vou 
should  perform  when  this  became  a district  asylum ; your  attention,  therefore,  has  not  been 
called  to  the  Privy  Council  regulations  ?— No,  I got  no  instruction  ; I continued  to  do  mv 
duty  the  same  as  usual. 

The  infirmary.  . 10366.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  an  infirmary  in  the  grounds  adjoining  the  institu- 
tion, arc  the  surgical  cases  invariably  treated  in  the  infirmary? — Not  invariably;  some 
trifling  cases  would  not  be  removed  to  the  infirmary,  or  a dangerous  lunatic  would  not  be 
removed  there. 


The  subject  of  the 
medical  staff. 


10367.  Are  there  proper  means  of  providing  for  the  accommodation  and  treatment  of 
those  lunatics  in  the  cells,  such,  for  instance,  as  means  of  warming  the  cells? There  are  not 

10368.  Is  the  infirmary  provided  with  the  requisites  for  the  proper  care  and  treatment  of 
the  patients  who  may  be  there  ? — It  is. 

10369.  In  what  manner  do  you  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  any  thing  you  may 
consider  requires  amendment  or  alteration  ?— I never  brought  any  thing  before  the  Board'  • 
I did  not  see  any  necessity.  If  there  was  auy  difficult  case  upon  which  I required  consul- 
tation I would  consult  Dr.  Power. 

10370.  Do  you  regard  your  position  moro  as  that  of  consulting  surgeon  to  the  institution 
than  otherwise  ? — I do  not ; I am  the  ordinary  surgeon  to  the  asylum. 

10371.  You,  probably,  heard  Dr.  Power’s  evidence  with  reference  to  the  staff  of  medical 
officers  which  should  be  attached  to  an  institution  like  this? — I did. 


10372.  W hat  is  your  own  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  having  a visiting  physician 
besides  a resident  physician  ? — I agree  very  much  with  Dr.  Power.  I think  it  would  be  bad 
to  have  a visiting  physician  coming  whenever  he  liked.  I think  he  should  be  a consulting 
physician,  and  there  would  then  be  no  danger  of  their  clashing. 

10373.  You  would  have  him  appointed  consulting  physician,  and  the  responsibility  of 
requiring  his  attendance  should  be  left  with  the  resident  physician  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  view  I 
*1057  ltj  -v  * i16  s^ou^d  he  called  in  by  the  resident  physician  and  paid  accordingly. 

;0374.  You  do  not  think  the  services  of  such  an  officer  could  be  dispensed  with  ?— I do 
not  think  they  could,  with  propriety,  in  cases  requiring  consultation. 

SSXuacy  of  10375;  From  knowledge  of  the  district,  is  it  your  opinion  there  is  any  large  amount 
tile  Asylum. a of  insanity  among  the  poor  which  is  not  provided  for  in  this  institution  ? — I do  not  think 
there  is  ; the  cases  are  all  provided  for ; there  arc  sometimes  cases  in  the  workhouses,  but 
they  are  transmitted  either  here  or  to  the  gaol. 

Decided! y^°  ^°U  cons*der  ^ie  Cork  Asylum  meets  the  wants  of  the  district  at  present?— 


Lunatics  in  -work- 
houses  j general 
feeling  as  to  the 
Asylum. 


. J*  aPPears,  however,  there  are  in  the  workhouses  at  present  over  100  lunatics, 

including  idiots  ? — I am  not  aware. 

10378.  Dojou  consider  a workhouse  a proper  place  for  the  detention  of  such  cases? — 


10379.  Do  yoii  think  there  is  any  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
country  to  seud  tlieir  lunatic  friends  to  institutions  of  this  nature?— I do  not  think  they 
lave  any  objection  to  it ; they  may,  at  first,  hut  when  they  find  how  patients  get  on,  they 
ar®  S*a“  *°  have  their  lunatic  relatives  or  friends  admitted. 

i r presume  the  opinion  you  have  expressed  as  to  workhouses  not  being  proper 
abou  * Jaojg  6 ^etentl0n  lunatics  applies  more  forcibly  to  gaols  ? — I do  not  know  much 


I^thhik  ^re  n°*  atteuc^ants  upon  lunatics  in  workhouses  usually  paupers  themselves? 

P«TO  patient..  10382.  What  is  jam:  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  paying  patients  being  received  ?- 
n c t ley  ought  to  be  received,  for  there  are  many  incapable  of  paying  the  high  price  in 
3 ?noo9e  aJ^um’  an^  they  ought  to  be  received  somewhere. 

,,  ° 9 Tii?-  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a variable  or  fixed  sum  to  be  paid  by 
em  . think  it  would  be  better  to  have  a fixed  charge,  and  let  them  either  pay  that  or 
Medical  00010  m aS  l)auPers- 

prescriptions.  , f ^-n  what  book  do  you  write  your  prescriptions  ? — There  is  a book  for  the  purpose, 

u seldom  write  prescriptions  at  all,  for  the  medical  treatment  of  surgical  cases  is  very 
c,  and  whenever  I order  any  thing  1 make  it  up  myself.  I do  not  like  to  put  the  apothe- 
cary to  the  trouble  of  coming  up  here  for  the  purpose.  He  may  come  without  being  sent 
imov  n the  mediciue  not  he  given,  1 make  it  up  myself. 

0385.  Do  you  makeup  all  your  own  prescriptions? — Not  all.  I sometimes  write,  and 
W m?ot  wnt®  y make  up  the  medicine  myself  and  give  it  to  the  nursetender. 

ilMfcfb.  I here  appears  to  be  no  regular  system  of  medical  treatment  at  all  ? — Where-there 
and' things  of  that  kind-  what  regular  plan  of  treatment  can  you  have; 
i o a t Y*  i i bare -referred  already  to -the  prescription  book,  in  which  there  was  no  entry  from 
tMnk  tha‘ is  D*  Four's  boo*,  not  mine. 

i nSo  r 67 ou  a prescription  book?— Y e»,  there  is  one  at  the  hospital  (Same  is  produced); 
lQKo  •_ ^ appears  there  has  been  no  prescription  written  by  you  from  thei  29th. April; 

, to  the  26th  June,  1855  ? — All  the  medicines -were  made  up  by -myself;' 
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10390.  And  no  prescription  lias  been  written  during  that  time  by  you?— Probably  not. 

10391.  In  Dr.  Power’s  prescription  book  there  is  no  prescription  entered  from  the  23rd 
September,  1853,  to  the  1st  October,  1856  ?— I do  not  know  any  tiling  of  Dr.  Power’s  book. 

10392.  The  first  case  in  the  prescription  book  for  the  year  1856  is  that  of  a girl  named 
Eliza  Credon,  suffering  under  malignant  tumour  of  the  neck,  and  she  appears  to  have  died 
on  the  2nd  November,  1856,  from  the  tumour  having  extended  to  the  glands  of  the  neck  ; 
there  is  no  record  either  in  the  prescription  book  or  the  sick  diet  book  of  the  treatment  of 
that  girl,  a purely  surgical  case,  for  that  period  or  for  some  time  before  ?— Well,  I have 
not  any  record  of  it ; it  was  under  Dr.  Power's  care  all  that  time ; 1 may  have  seen  it  in  the 
hospital. 

10393.  Dr.  Power  s statement  on  the  1st  October  is,  that  the  girl,  having  an  enormous 
tumour  of  malignant  appearance  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  was  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  surgeon  ?— It  was  enormously  swollen,  I remember  very  well,  and  also  her  head.  We 
could  do  nothing  for  her. 

10394.  Then,  to  come  to  the  point,  there  appears  to  be  no  entry  in  the  prescription 
book  at  all  from  the  23rd  September,  1S53,  to  the  1st  October,  1856,  when  the  first  notice 
appears  of  this  case,  which  died  on  the  2nd  November  following,  and  there  is  no  record  in 
either  the  prescription  book  or  the  sick  diet  book  to  show  the  treatment  or  the  progress  of 
that  case  ?— There  is  not  .any  record  of  it,  nor  was  there  any  medical  treatment ; she  would 
neither  take  any  thing  for  us,  nor  would  medical  treatment  act. 

10395.  Did  she  require  no  sick  diet  during  that  period? — I suppose  Dr.  Power  attended 
to  that. 

1 0396.  Dr.  Power’s  book  states  that  she  was  placed  under  your  care  ? — She  was  shown  to 
me,  and  I saw  her,  that  is  all  I can  state  about  the  case. 

10397.  During  the  year  1853  there  appear  to  have  been  several  surgical  cases  ? — There 
were  none  of  them  very  interesting,  if  they  were  I would  have  entered  them  in  my  own 
private  case  book  ; they  were  principally  bruises,  cuts,  wounds,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Cork,  Cloyne,  and  Ross,  sworn  and  examined. 

10398.  Is  there  any  observation  which  your  Lordship  would  wish  to  address  to  the  Com- 
missioners relative  to  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — There  are  some  matters  connected  with 
it  which  fell  under  my  own  observation,  and  to  which  I would  wish  to  call  attention.  I 
cannot  say  that  I,  myself,  have  had  experience  of  the  conduct  or  management  of  this 
asjlum,  or,  indeed,  of  any  institution  of  the  kind,  but  I have  had  some  opportunities,  in 
private,  of  seeing  the  treatment  of  lunacy,  and  I desire  to  impress  upon  the  Commissioners 
the  importance  of  continuing  a regular  religious  attendance  in  institutions  of  this  kind, 
because,  I am  persuaded  it  is  of  great  use,  not  only  in  a religious  point  of  view,  but  also 
with  respect  to  the  proper  medical  curative  treatment  of  persons  labouring  under  'that 
malady.  I would,  wish  to  mention  that  the  Archdeacon  of  Cork  has  been  a very  constant 
attendant  at  the  Board  here,  and  his  attention  has  been  particularly  called  to  matters  of 
this  kind  in  connexion  with  this  institution,  and  he,  I am  sure,  will  he  able  to  confirm 
what  I have  said,  on  general  principles,  and  from  my  limited  information,  derived  merely 
from  seeing  private  cases. 

10399.  I suppose  your  Lordship  docs  not  consider  that  a person  labouring  under,  it  may 
be,  a slight  bereavement  of  mind,  should  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  attending  reli- 
gious duties,  such  as  he  would  have  had  if  at  large  ? — I should  say,  certainly  not.  There 
is  hardly  any  case  of  insanity  in  which  there  is  a total  destruction  of  the  proper  rational 
powers ; and  I should  imagine  there  is  hardly  any  case  in  which  the  mind  is  not  acces- 
sible to  religion,  at  particular  times,  when  it  is  discreetly  and  judiciously  applied. 

10400.  Has  your  Lordship  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  at  this  asylum 
for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship  and  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  chaplains  ? — 

I can  only  speak  from  hearsay,  and  from  what  I know  in  that  way  I am  quite  satisfied. 

10401.  Is  there  any  thing  which  appears  to  your  Lordship  to  require  amendment  as 
regards  the  mode  in  which  Governors  of  these  institutions  are  appointed  ? — I have  not  been 
able  to  attend  at  the  Board  meetings  here.  I am  only  a short  time  in  Cork,  and  I have 
been  very  much  engaged  with  other  matters  since  I came  down,  so  that  I have  not  been 
able  to  give  any  attention  to  the  management  of  the  institution. 

The  Venerable  Samuel  Moore  Kyle,  Archdeacon  of  Cork,  sworn  and  examined. 

10402. 1 believe  you  have  been,  for  several  years,  a Governor  of  this  institution  ? — 
I have. 

10403. 1 believe  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending,  with  a good  .deal  of  regularity, 
the  meetings  of  the  Board? — Yes. 

10404.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  atthe  Board  numerous?— Not  very  numerous,  but 
it  is  sufficiently  so  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Board — except  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  when  the  weather  was  exceedingly  inclement.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a 
■sufficient  number  present  to  perform  the  duty  of  looking  after  the  institution. 

10405.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  a fair  attendance  of  Governors  from  the  distant  parts  of 

the  county? I think  there  is,  when  matters  occur  at  the  Board  affecting  the  particular 

districts. which,  I may  say,  they  represent;  and  on  general  matters  there  is  a very  fair 
attendance. 

•10406.  What  is  your  opinion,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Governors  are  appointed,  namely, 
by  the  Executive  Government? — There  is  a great  difference  of  opinion  on  the  point 
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Core.  amongst  the  members  of  the  Board ; but,  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  I think  the  trust 

— — . is  better  discharged  by  the  Executive  than  it  would  be  by  any  other  body. 

10407.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  inspectors  being  members  nf 
1 ' the  Board  ? — I think  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  members  of  the  Board.  Their 
Governors?10”  “ knowledge  of  the  institutions  is  necessary  to  guide  the  Governors  in  matters  that  may 

come  before  them.  It  is  desirable  to  know  what  is  done  in  other  places,  and  their  position 
gives  them  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that ; besides,  they  have  studied  the  subject  in 
England. 

10408.  You  are  aware  that  Poor  Law  Inspectors  attend  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, but  have  no  right  to  vote.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  same  rule  being  applied 
here? — Personally,  I see  no  objection  to  their  voting,  but  some  Governors  have  objected. 
Inspection  of  the  10409.  We  have  heard  that  there  is  no  visiting  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
ouse  y ovemors.  Qovernors  to  inspect  the  house ; what  means  do  the  Governors  generally  take  to  ascertain 
that  the  asylum  is  in  good  order,  and  that  the  inmates  arc  properly  looked  after?— 
Occasionally,  at  least  on  board  days,  some  members  of  the  Board  walk  over  the  institu- 
tion, or  various  parts  of  it ; and  if  they  think  any  thing  requires  attention,  they  mention 
it  to  the  following  Board.  Since  the  house  was  taken  up,  there  have  been  several  sub- 
committees appointed  with  regard  to  the  defects  in  the  construction,  and  that  has  made 
the  members  familiar  with  all  parts  of  the  house.  Visits  have  been  paid  by  individual 
members  to  see  whether  the  wards  were  in  proper  order.  Sir  Thomas  Tobin,  Mr.  Beamish 
and  myself,  have  attended,  exercising  our  right  as  Governors. 

The  building ; its  10410.1  believe  this  building,  in  its  construction,  differs  from  any  other  asylum  in  Ireland 

arrangement.  there  being  five  separate  blocks  of  building  ? — Yes. 


10411.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  buildingis  conveniently  arranged  ? — I should  sayit  would 
be  more  convenient  if  it  was  built  in  a quadrangular  form  rather  than  being  scattered 
about.  The  nature  of  the  ground  may  have  beeu  the  reason  for  the  present  arrangement, 
which  is  not  convenient. 


Paying  patients. 


Appointment  and 
dismissal  of  superior 
officers. 


The  chaplaincy 
question. 


10412.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients? — Yes;  under  certain 
restrictions.  There  are  many  cases  in  which  parties  are  above  the  state  of  pauperism,  and 
yet  their  parents  or  friends  are  unable  to  provide  the  necessary  medical  aid  that  might 
promote  their  recovery,  and  those  cases,  I think,  ought  to  be  received,  always  having  regard 
to  the  limits  of  the  institution.  If  that  class  of  patients  exceeded  a certain  number,  there 
might  be  a danger  of  the  asylum  being  diverted  from  its  original  purpose,  that  of  receiving 
pauper  lunatics,  who  might  be  excluded  if  paying  patients  were  very  numerous.  The 
matter  has  more  than  once  come  before  the  Governors,  and  the  general  impression  seemed 
to  be  that  paying  patients  ought  not  exceed  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  for 
whom  there  is  accommodation. 

10413.  Do  you  consider  it  would  bo  proper  to  provide,  at  the  public  charge,  for  patients 
who  are  not  absolutely  destitute  poor  ? — I do. 

10414.  And  that  it  would  be  also  desirable  to  admit  a certain  number  of  cases  of  patients 
whose  friends  would  be  enabled  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  here,  but  would  not  be  able 
to  pay  for  them  in  a private  institution  kept  for  profit  ? — Precisely.  When  I speak  of 
maintenance  cost  here  I include  establishment  charges,  a portion  of  the  interest  payable 
to  Government  upon  the  cost  of  building,  as  well  as  the  actual  cost  of  sustenance. 

1 0415.  You  mean  a certain  charge  for  the  use  of  the  building  ? — Yes. 

10416.  Do  you  think  the  asylum  is  now  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  district? — I think 
it  is  at  present ; at  the  same  time  the  number  of  patients  is  increasing  very  much,  as  the 
books  will  show. 

10417.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  superior  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution should  be  appointed,  whether  by  the  Executive  Government  or  the  local  Board  ? — 
I think  the  local  Board  ought  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  majority  of  the  officers, 
inde.ed  I would  say  all,  the  Government  having  a veto  with  regard  to  the  qualifications  a 
man  should  possess  for  the  office. 

10418.  You  mean  that  some  central  authority  should  have  the  power  of  preventing 
unqualified  persous  from  being  appointed  ? — Certainly. 

10419.  With  regard  to  dismissal,  to  whom  would  you  give  the  power? — I think  the 
removal  of  officers  should  rest  with,  the  same  parties  who  made  the  appointment,  always 
subject,  in  both  proceedings,  to  a central  authority. 

10420.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  chap- 
lains to  this  institution.  Do  you  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Lord  Bishop  in  that  respect  ? 

■ — Most  fully.  I have  known,  in  my  private  experience,  more  than  one  case  of  insanity 
in  which  I found  the  exercise  of  religious  instruction,  judiciously  applied,  to  be  of  very 
great  value,  and,  indeed,  in  one  instance,  it  led  to  the  recovery  of  a patient,  in  conjunction, 
of  course,  with  good  medical  treatment.  With  respect  to  this  institution,  the  rules  in 
reference  to  religious  instruction  have  been  so  judiciously  carried  out,  by  both  the  chap- 
lains, that  the  Governors  have  had  no  reason  to  find  fault,  and  I think  the  arrangement 
has  been  most  beneficial.  Before  the  appointment  of  chaplains  paid  by  the  Governors,  and 
in  the  time  of  the  old  institution,  during  the  episcopacy  of  liis  Lordship’s  predecessor,  a 
curate  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  asylum  of  his  own  free  will,  and  the  medical 
gentlemen  reported  so  favourably  that  the  curate  got  permission  to  attend  the  institution, 
which  was  the  precursor  of  this  asylum.  Then  paid  chaplains  were  appointed,  since  when 
ttm  evidence  of  various  persons  on  the  subject  has  been  favourable  with  regard  to  the 
effect  of  the  religious  ministrations.  I have  formed  a more  decided  opinion  upon  that  point 
than  perhaps  any  one  else  connected  with  the  institution. 
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10421.  When  you  speak  of  the  regulations  carried  out  by  the  chaplains,  you  mean  the  Cork 
Privy  Council  regulations  of  1853  ? — Ido.  ' 

10422.  Do  you  cousider  they  afford  sufficient  security  that  the  duties  of  chaplains  trill  °**r*“’*<-4**"- 
not  he  allowed  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  propel-  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  ? T™“aMeS.M.Kyle. 
—Yes ; 1 presume  it  was  expected  the  diocesans  would  appoint  judicious  persons,  and  that 
has  been  the  case  here. 

Horatio  Townsend , Esq.,  J.P.,  d.l.,  sworn  and  examined.  Horatio  Townsend, 

1 0423.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  institution  ?— About  thirty  years  • I B8*»  ,,p-  DL- 
hardly  remember  the  exact  number  of  years.  J J ’ 

10424.  Do  you  mean  that  you  were  a Governor  of  the  asylum  maintained  by  the  county 
of  Cork  previous  to  its  being  declared  a district  asylum  ?— Yes,  long  previous  to  its  being 
declared  a district  asylum.  ° 

10425.  Has  insanity,  in  your  opinion,  increased  in  the  district?— I am  told  it  has,  but  I Insanity  in  the 
have  no  personal  knowledge  that  it  has  increased.  In  my  own  district,  about  Blarney  I r,istrict:  paying 
think  it  is  the  same.  We  had,  lately,  two  cases  in  our  neighbourhood,  which  is  rather  patients- 
unusual. 

10426.  With  regard  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients,  do  you  concur  in  the  evidence 
given  in  favour  of  that  ? — Yes ; I was  one  of  those  principally  concerned  in  bringing  it 
before  the  Board.  I did  so,  because  I saw  that  class  of  persons  excluded  from  medical  relief 
for  insanity, because  there  were  not  the  means  to  send  them  to  private  institutions,  and  because 
they  were  met  here  by  the  question,  were  they  paupers.  If  they  were  not  paupers  they 
could  not  he  admitted.  The  matter  was  discussed  here  and  urged  upon  the  Board,  and 
we  admitted  some  who  were  not  able  to  pay  in  private  and  costly  institutions,  but  whose  * 
families  contributed  towards  their  maintenance  here.  The  charges  made  in  these  cases 
were  very  much  in  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  parties.  It  was  very  difficult  to  draw 
a line  with  respect  to  the  charge,  for  a member  of  a family  might  he  excluded  if  one  pound 
more  than  they  could  afford  to  pay  was  required. 

10427-  Are  you,  then,  in  favour  of  having  a fixed  charge,  or  a varying  charge  ? I am 

decidedly  in  favour  of  it  being  a charge  varying  according  to  the  means  of  the  parties,  for 
the  means  of  families  vary  very  much.  I think  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  public  if 
there  was  a power  of  so  regulating  the  charge ; for  if  there  was  a fixed  sum  required, 
some  families  might  not  be  able  to  pay  so  much,  and  their  lunatic  relatives  would  therefore 
he  excluded. 

10428.  What  is  yoar  opinion  of  the  control  at  present  exercised  by  the  Commissioners,  in  Control  in  the 
Dublin,  with  reference  to  the  erection  of  new  asylums  and  their  enlargement.  Do  you  ercction  of  buildings, 
think  more  power  should  be  given,  in  those  matters,  to  the  local  Board,  or  that  things 
should  remain  as  at  present? — We  had  a great  deal  of  difficulty  with  the  Commissioners 
in  getting  the  defects  of  the  asylum  remedied,  and  I doubt  if  they  are  properly  remedied 
yet.  Latterly,  they  have  become  more  open  to  reason,  and  have  remedied  a great  many 
of  the  glaring  defects  we  complained  of  at  first.  The  patients  were  kept  for  a long  time 
at  the  north  side,  and  never  had  a cheerful  view. 

10429.  That  has  been  only  partly  remedied,  I believe  ? — Only  partly  remedied.  I think 
that  in  such  matters  we  require  a controlling  power,  or  a body  for  reference. 

10430.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  now  appointed  ? governors™*’  °f 
— I do  not  see  any  other  way  in  which  they  could  be  as  well  appointed.  They  are  excellent 
Governors  here,  and  I believe  they  have  attended  remarkably  well,  so  far  as  I can  judge.  I 
never  saw  any  want  of  Governors  here.  They  complain  in  Cork  that  they  have  not  a suffi- 
cient number  of  Governors  from  the  city  on  the  Board,  but  I think  that  is  a very  unfounded 
complaint. 

10431.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  considered  whether  a representative  character  should  be 
given  to  the  Board  by  the  Grand  Jury  nominating  a certain  number  of  Governors  ? — They 
might  do  so,  but  I think  the  Government  should  approve  of  all. 

10432.  Does  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Cork  appoint  a committee  to  visit  the 
asylum  ? — They  do  always,  but  it  is  more  a matter  of  form  than  any  thing  else.  They 
come  here  and  go  over  the  place,  and  make  a report,  hut  very  few  of  them  are  judges  of 
the  matter. 

10433.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  Boards  of  Governors, 
and  voting  at  them  ? — I think  they  are  very  useful  as  members  of  the  Boards  ; we  have 
got  a great  deal  of  information  and  guidance  from  them  at  various  times  because  of  their 
experience ; but  not  being  ratepayers  here,  I do  not  see  why  they  should  vote. 

10434.  Has  the  question  of  transferring  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  this  asylum  Chargeability  of  the 
from  the  county-rate  to  the  poor-rate  ever  been  under  consideration  ? — No,  except  in  con-  Asylum- 
versation.  In  my  opinion  it  is  but  fair  to  have  the  cost  of  this  asylum  charged  upon  the 
poor-rate,  for  the  asylums  come  into  the  same  category  as  poor-houses  ; and  I do  not  see 
why  asylums  for  the  reception  of  insane  paupers  should  not  be  maintained  in  the  same  way. 

10435.  By  whom,  in  your  opinion,  should  the  principal  officers  of  the  establishment,  such  Appointment  of 
as  the  manager  and  physician,  be  appointed  ? — They  are  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  principal  officers, 
hut  we  recommend.  Dr.  Power  was  appointed  by  us,  and  approved  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant : that  I think  is  a very  good  system. 

10436.  I understand  if  the  course, •"which  is  pursued  here,  of  accepting  the  nomination  of 
the  Board,  were  pursued  elsewhere,  you  would  see  no  objection  to  it  ? — None  at  alL 

10437.  From  your  experience  of  this  asylum,  for  so  many  years,  do  you  think  it  of  import-  Medical  Managers, 
ance  that  the  resident  manager  should  he  a medical  man  ? — I think  so.  I think  a medical 
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man  is  much  more  likely  to  be  efficient  in  the  position  than  a mere  civilian  or  non- 
professional person. 

10438.  You  are  aware  of  the  control  exercised  by  the  Privy  Council  over  the  expendi- 
ture ? — Yes. 

10439  Do  you  find  that  any  inconvenience  or  delay  arises  from  that  proceeding  ? I 

never  heard  that  there  did  ; I believe  it  works  very  well. 

10440.  You  are  aware  of  the  operation  of  what  is  called  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act  by 
which  dangerous  lunatics  arc  committed  to  gaol? — I am,  and  a very  roundabout,  troublesome 
business  it  is.  I am  obliged  to  send  a great  many  myself  to  gaol,  and  I do  not  approve  of  it 
at  all,  for  they  are  a great  inconvenience  there. 

10441.  What  alteration  in  the  law  would  you  suggest  ? — I think  the  magistrates  at  Petty 
Sessions  ought  to  have  the  power  of  sending  them  direct  to  the  asylum.  They  have  now 
to  adopt  a roundabout  process,  and  bad  consequences  sometimes  arise. 

10442.  Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  the  medical  men  who  examine  cases  before  they 
are  sent  to  the  house  have  had  sufficient  opportunities  for  examination  and  for  the  forming 
of  a correct  opinion  ? — I think  they  are  very  competent  to  judge  whether  the  parties  are  sane 
or  insane,  and  so  can  the  magistrates.  In  fact,  I think  the  matter  is  quite  obvious  in  dan- 
gerous cases,  and  they  might  as  well  he  sent  to  the  asylum  at  once  as  to  the  gaol.  We  are 
exceedingly  incommoded  by  them  in  the  gaol. 

10443.  3 presume  there  is  great  difficulty  in  treating  lunatics  properly  in  the  gaol  ? — The 
greatest  difficulty. 

10444.  Have  you  ever  had  to  discharge  lunatics  from  the  gaol  who  were  committed  by  you 
before  they  were  admitted  into  this  asylum  ? — Never  ; we  always  refer  it  to  Dublin ; they 
arc  generally  very  egregious  cases  that  are  committed  there.  They  have  been  running 
wild  over  the  country  sometimes,  and  we  must  send  them  to  gaol,  and  they  pass  by  this 
asylum  on  their  way  there. 

10445.  Do  you  concur  in  the  evidence  given  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  chaplains  in  the 
asylum  ? — I have  no  doubt  at  all  of  the  necessity  of  having  them. 

10446.  Is  there  any  matter  connected  with  the  operation  of  the  law,  with  regard  to  the 
subject  of  our  inquiry,  generally,  that  you  would  wish  to  bring  under  our  notice  ? — No ; 
indeed  I do  not  know  any  thing  particular.  I think  the  establishment  is  in  a very  sound 
state ; it  is  in  a great  deal  better  state  than  I ever  remember  it  to  have  been  in. 

The  Ron.  Caleb  Ilenry  Clifford,  sworn  and  examined. 

10447.  How  long  have  you  been  chaplain  to  this  institution  ? — I think  since  the 
year  1842. 

10448.  During  that  time  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  performing  divine  service  on 
Sundays  ? — Yes. 

10449.  Are  you  enabled  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  members  of  your  church  attend  in 
this  institution  on  those  occasions  ? — I think  something  about  one-half  of  the  entire.  I 
kept  an  account  of  the  attendance  on  Sundays,  and  I think  I am  right  in  saying  the  average 
is  about  one-half  of  those  in  the  asylum  of  my  persuasion. 

10450.  Do  you  find  that  they  are  generally  orderly  and  quiet  on  those  occasions? — Par- 
ticularly so  on  Sundays. 

10451.  Do  youfind  that  the  attendance  on  divine  woi'ship  has  that  soothing  influence  on 
them  that  might  be  expected  ? — I think  it  has.  I think  their  being  precluded  from  that 
opportunity  would  cause  a blank  in  their  existence  that  would  be  greatly  felt  by  them  in 
this  institution. 

10452.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching  to  them  ?— Yes,  short  sermons. 

10453.  Are  you  in  "the  habit  of  visiting  the  inmates  separately  ? — Yes. 

10454.  You  are  therefore  enabled  to  judge  how  far  they  are  in  a state  of  mind  to  profit 
by  your  ministrations  ?— -Some  like  to  speak  with  me  on  religious  subjects,  and  appear  to 
derive  comfort  from  doing  so.  Towards  the  close  of  life,  and  in  their  last  moments,  it  is 
extraordinary  what  an, effect  religious  ministrations  have  produced  on  some  of  .them. 
There  seemed  to  be  a rallying  of  the  reasoning  powers  as  death  approached,  which  enabled 
them  to  appreciate  the  services  of  a clergyman.  I have  remarked  that  particularly. 
There  is  another  tiling  that  renders  the  communication  of  chaplains  with  this  institution 
desirable  ; it  affords  very  great  consolation  to  the  relatives  of  the  inmates  to  know  that  they 
are  visited  by  chaplains  of  their  respective  persuasions. 

10455.  Do  you  think  the  public  at  large  would  object  to  persons  of  bereaved  minds,  in 
this  institution,  being  deprived  of  religious  ministrations? — Yes;  the  relatives  of  inmates 
call  frequently  at  my  house  respecting  them.  I seem  to  be  a kind  of  medium  of  commu- 
nication between  relatives  and  a patient,  as  to  his  condition ; they  come  to  me  to  inquire. 

10456.  In  the.  case  of  a patient  becoming  convalescent,  would  he  not  probably  be  as  cap- 
able, of  appreciating  your  religious  communication  as  many  persons  out  of  doors? — Certainly. 
1 think  the  religious  feeling  seems  to  be  the  last  extinguished  in  insane  persons.  That 
feeling  seems  to  survive  all  others. 

10457.  Have  you  had  every  freedom  and  facility  afforded  you  in  the  discharge  of  your 
duties  here  ? — Yes,  every  facility  at  all  times.  I may  observe,  if  the  non-violent  class  were 
subdivided  into. two  divisions,  so  as  to  separate  the  less  insane  from  the  more  insane,  that 
rt  would  be  desirable.  There  are  three  classes — idiots,  violent  lunatics,  and  non-violent, 
and  among  the  non-violent  are  the  tranquil.  There  are  some  of  them  sane,  comparatively 
speaking,  while  others  are  very  insane,  and  I think  the  comparatively  sane  suffer  by  inter- 
course with  the  very  deranged  patients.  There  is  a member  of  my  congregation  here  who 
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attempted  suicide  two  or  three  times.  The  man  is  not  mad  on  any  point  except  one,  and  Cobk. 

I think  the  intercourse  with  the  other  patients  is  injurious  to  him.  

1045S.  You  are  speaking  now  with  regard  to  the  classification  of  the  house  generally  9—  CnkDutrictAvlum. 
Yes ; I thmlc  a fourth  class  such  as  I have  suggested  would  be  desirable.  I do  not  know  Eev'  C'  H'  CUfford; 
whether  the  accommodation  of  the  asylum  would  admit  of  it. 


10459-  Ho 
on  ten  years 
but  through 
year  1838. 

10460.  Am  I to  understand  that  during  a period  of  nearly  ten  years  you  have  been  dis- 
charging some  clerical  duties  in  the  establishment?— Yes ; previous  to  my  own  appointment 
I was  expected  to  discharge  the  duties  of  chaplain  in  the  absence  of  the  other  chaplain 
or  of  those  who  used  to  attend  for  him.  I am  going  on  two  years  the  regular  chaplain  of 
the  asylum.  r 

10461.  From  your  experience  during  that  time,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  advantage  Necessity  and 
of  the  ministrations  ot  clergymen  to  the,  inmates  of  the  institution? — I think  that  advantage  of  religious 
according  to  Catholic  doctrine  and  Catholic  principles,  the  absence  of  such  religious  minis-  ministra,;ions- 
trations  would  be  looked  upon  as  a very  great  grievance  by  the  people.  I have  no  doubt 
whatever  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  such  ministrations,  and  I believe  that,  in  all 
cases  of  insanity,  something  may  be  done  for  them  at  the  approach  of  death.  It  is, 

I conceive,  a very  important  part  of  my  duty  also  to  watch  the  glimmerings  of  reason! 

Perhaps,  half  the  cases  in  the  asylum  are  relapsing  cases  : they  recover,  and  are  often  on 
the  point  of  being  discharged  when  they  relapse.  I watch  the  opportunities  afforded  by 
their  apparent  recovery  and  minister  to  them,  and  I feel  that  to  be  a very  important  duty. 

The  absence  of  chaplains  would  be  attended,  in  my  opinion,  with  bad  consequences.  I 
conceive  it  is  their  duty  to  benefit  the  patients  indirectly — that  is,  through  the  servants. 

If  the  servants  were  not  influenced  by  religious  ministrations  it  would  be  difficult  to 
account  for  their  treatment  of  the  patients,  for  it  is  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed  here  to  render  them  callous  towards  the  patients,  were  it  not  that 
they  are  constantly  reminded  of  their  duties  to  them. 

10462.  From  the  daily  statement  book  it  appears  that  upwards  of  150  patients  attended 
mass  last  Sunday;  is  that  about  the  usual  number? — I never  ascertained  the  exact  number, 
but  I consider  the  average  number  must  be  that  at  least,  from  the  crowded  appearance 
of  the  chapel. 

10463.  Arc  you  in  the  habit  of  preaching  to  them  ? — Almost  always. 

1 0464.  I presume  you  regulate  your  discourse  with  reference  to  the  audience  you  address?  Preaching  to  the 
— Always.  I was  extremely  particular  for  a long  time,  but  I find  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  Patients- 
quite  so  particular  as  I at  first  deemed  requisite.  They  do  not  attend  to  everything,  and  I 
accordingly  may  say  a great  deal  for  the  benefit  of  the  servants  without  interfering  with 
the  patients. 

10465.  You  limit  your  discourse  to  what  your  experience  has  taught  you  may  be  safely 
stated  in  the  presence  of  the  patients  ? — I do.  I am  always  veiy  much  on  my  guard  in 
addressing  them. 

104G6.  What  proportion  of  the  number  who  attend  do  you  think  are  really  capable  of 
appreciating  what  might  be  said  on  such  occasions  ? — I attach  importance  to  the  discourse, 
not  on  account  of  the  patients,  but  more  for  the  sake  of  the  servants  of  the  institution. 

To  come  at  the  minds  of  the  patients  requires,  I think,  personal  communication  with  them. 

10467.  What  proportion  of  those  who  attend  mass  are  really  aware  that  they  are  so 
attending  ? — I do  not  think  I ever  saw  a more  attentive  congregation.  They  all  seem  to 
have  a deep  religious  feeling.  I have  heard  that  on  their  way  to  the  chapel  they  are  noisy, 
but  when  they  enter  they  become  quiet  and  collected  immediately. 

10468.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  visiting. the.  members  of  your  church  individually  in  the 
asylum  ? — Yes. 

10469.  Do  you  consider  that  much  advantage  arises  to  them,  from  this  private  inter- 
course?— Very  great  advantage. 

10470.  Are  you  afforded  every  facility  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  ? — Great  facility; 
from  all  the  officers,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  I have  never  experienced  any  thing  but 
the  greatest  courtesy. 

10471.  Supposing  that  there  were  no  regular  chaplains  to  these  institutions,  and  that  it  Attendance  of 
were  left  to  the  authorities  of  the  establishment  to  send  for  a clergyman,  when  they  Chaplains, 
thought  his  services  necessary,  would  you  be  satisfied  that  the  discretion  of  sending  for  the 
clergyman  might  be  safely  left  to  the  manager  if  he  were  of  a different  religious  persuasion 
from  yourself  ? — I would  not,  nor  would  I be  satisfied  even  if  he  were  of  the  same  persua- 
sion as  myself.  As  I have  already  said,  I think  the  regular  attendance  of  a chaplain  is 
necessary,  as  it  is  an  important  part  of  his  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to  watch  the  glimmerings 
of  reason.  Patients  become  rational  for  a few  months,  and.  relapse  two  or.  throe  times  in 
the  year ; and  if  the  chaplain  is  not  present  and  vigilant,  so  as,  to  take  advantage  of  those 
lucid  intervals,  the  patient  sustains  am  injury. 

1047.2.1  want  to  know  do  you  consider  that,  as  regards  dying  patients,  the  discretion  I speak 
of  might  be.Ieft.  to-the  .manager  of  the  institution  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  could  he  safely  left 
to  the.  manager’s  discretion  to  determine  when  the  chaplain  should  he  sent.  for.  Unless 
the.  chaplain,  was.  a. person,  whom  the  attendants  were  somewhat  afraid  of  they  would  not 


The  Rev.  Philip  Barton,  sworn  and  examined.  Ecv.  Phi]ip  Burton- 

r KU  ?i°f ’•  Gath0JC.CiaP!aiQ  t0  thiS  institution  ?-I  am  going  The  Roman  Catholic 

connected  with  the  institution  ; officially  tarn  chaplain  going  on  two  years-  Chaplain, 
the  previous  chaplain  I have  been  connected  with  the  asylum  since  about  the 
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take  the  trouble  to  send  for  him.  If  a patient  died  without  the  clergyman  being  sent  for 
they  would  make  very  little  noise  about  it.  This  is  particularly  important  with  regard  to 
lunatics,  for  the  symptoms  of  approaching  death  are  very  doubtful  in  such  cases,  and  manv 
of  them  who  seem  not  at  all  near  death  die  suddenly.  I would  not  depend  upon  the  official 
of  an  institution  to  discharge  that  duty. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Barry , sworn  and  examined. 

10473.  Have  you  any  statement  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  ?— Yes 
I was  admitted  into  this  asylum  on  the  9th  December  last,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant1 
in  default  of  bail.  1 am  an  excise  officer.  My  health  was  in  a bad  state  when  I came  in 
here,  and  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  I was  admitted  to  the  hospital.  In  the  hospital  I 
received  good  treatment,  but  in  the  asylum  I experienced  the  worst  treatment.  Two  days 
after  my  coming  here  I was  asked  my  religion  by  either  the  steward  or  the  man  who  has 
charge  of  No.  2 ward,  Whelan,  I think,  is  his  name.  I wrote  down  my  name,  Nicholas 
Barry,  Gorey,  county  Wexford,  a Protestant.  During  the  time  I was  here  I was  not 
allowed  to  go  to  any  place  of  worship,  and  I was  refused  any  book  till  I got  it  from  Eng- 
land. When  I considered  at  one  time  that  I was  dying,  I asked  to  be  allowed  to  have  my 
own  private  physician  to  attend  me,  and  I was  refused  ; I asked  to  have  a clergyman  to 
visit  me,  and  that  also  was  refused.  Furthermore,  I was  struck  and  ill  used  in  the  asylum. 
I was  struck  by  a man  named  Dan  Sullivan,  and  by  another  man  named  Carrol,  and  by  a 
third  man  named  Clifdon  or  Clifford. 

10474.  Do  you  mean  that  you  were  merely  pushed  about? — No  ; I was  struck.  I was 
caught  by  the  collar,  aud  I was  kicked  while  I was  down,  on  account  of  my  having  made 
a complaint  to  the  house  steward  that  drunkenness  was  going  on  in  the  asylum.  For  the 
month  I was  in  the  hospital  there  was  nothing  but  a system  of  gambling  going  on,  and 
that  to  a very  great  extent,  so  much  so  that  the  keepers  were  put  on  the  watch  while  they 
were  at  it.  They  lay  on  stools  or  forms,  and  if  any  one  stirred  from  the  position  he  sat  in 
he  was  struck.  I asked  for  religious  books  to  read,  and  the  doctor  refused  them.  I asked 
the  Inspector  to  allow  me  to  go  to  a place  of  worship,  and  he  inquired  into  the  matter, 
and  directed  the  doctor  to  let  me  go  to  church  the  following  Sunday,  which  was  Christmas 
day,  but  I was  refused.  There  is  a room  called  a wash  room,  in  which  there  are  four 
basins,  and  I asked  to  be  allowed  to  wash  there  instead  of  the  temporary  wash  room,  and 
that  was  also  refused.  There  is  a bath  room,  but  there  was  not  more  than  half  a foot  of 
water  to  wash  thirty  persons  every  morning.  We  were  allowed  but  one  towel.  There 
was  a butcher  in  the  asylum  who  was  paying  for  himself  ; he  was  not  alio  wed  to  wash  in 
this  place,  but  was  pushed  out  of  the  room ; he  was  insisting  upon  washing,  when  he  fell 
head  over  heels  into  the  bath.  Three  days  after  that  he  was  removed,  and  the  next  I 
heard  of  him  was  that  lie  was  dead;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  fall  he  got  into  the  bath 
accelerated  whatever  disease  he  had,  and  brought  on  his  death.  His  death  was  concealed, 
for  I inquired  about  it.  I was  labouring  under  a violent  attack  of  dysentery  aud  was 
ordered  medicine,  which  I did  not  get  for  three  days.  I got  so  ill  that  the  doctor  applied 
a blisteri to  me  for  oyer  three  days,  which  saved  my  life.  I asked  to  be  placed  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Hobart,  in  consequence  of  his  knowing  me,  which  was  refused.  I have  already 
stated  that  while  I was  in  bed  I asked  for  a prayer-book  of  any  religion  to  read,  and  it 
was  not  given  me,  and  I remained  without  any  prayer-book  until  my  trunk  came  over  to 
me  from  England.  We  have  been  eight  days  in  the  house  without  a bit  of  soap,  and  the 
only  thing  we  got  to  dry  ourselves  was  the  quilt  on  my  bed  and  that  of  a gentleman’s 
next  me,  named  Campion.  I was  an  excise  officer,  and  being  possessed  of  a good  deal  of 
property,  I had  sufficient  means  to  support  me  without  my  pension,  or  finding  it  necessary 
to  return  to  my  office.  I asked  permission  to  communicate  with  my  private  solicitor  in 
Mallow,  and  I wrote  to  him,  but  the  letter  was  detained  here  for  seven  days.  I wrote  to 
Counsellor  Harding,  who  is  married  to  my  niece,  and  the  letter  was  suppressed  for  eight 
days,  So  far  as  religion  goes,  the  time  I was  sick  I sent  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clifford,  who 
came  whenever  I did  send  for  him ; but  the  doctor  interfered,  and  said  he  would  not  allow 
any  clergyman  of  any  persuasion  to  attend  me,  as  there  was  no  mention  made  of  my  reli- 
gion m the  warrant  under  which  I came  to  the  asylum.  I asked  Dr.  Power  to  show  me 
the  warrant,  and  he  refused,  but  my  solicitor  saw  it.  Dr.  Power  told  me,  and  I have  no 
reason  to  doubt  what  he  said,  that  I was  sent  here  for  not  getting  bail  for  £7  0.  I have 
been  twenty-one  years  a public  servant.  When  I was  here  three  weeks,  I asked  Dr.  Power 
to  allow  me  to  be  removed  to  a private  asylum,  as  I had  money  enough  in  the  hands  of 
Counsellor  Harding  to  pay  my  demands,  but  he  would  not  allow  me.  The  second  day  after 
I came  into  this  asylum  there  were  two  keepers  drunk,  and  they  beat  each  other.  The 
head  man  of  No.  2 ward  is  allowed  out  of  this  house  once  a week.  He  leaves  after 
dinner,  and  the  place  is  put  in  charge  of  some  one  else ; and  from  that  time,  after  one 

0 dock,  up  to  seven  o’clock,  when  he  returns,  there  is  nothing  but  riot  and  disorder.  Dr. 

1 ower  removed  one  man  for  this.  I have  seen  Dan  Sullivan  drunk,  and  since  the  middle 
of  January  he  beat  me  four  times,  on  account  of  my  having  told  the  house  steward  of  the 
gambling  and  the  drunkenness.  In  consequence  of  what  I told  him  he  watched  them,  and 
for  that  I was  thrown  down  and  beaten.  I wrote  an  account  of  the  matter,  and  the 
doctor  says  he  got  the  account,  but  he  managed  to  forget  it.  I was  not  allowed  to  walk 
in  the  grounds  of  the  asylum,  or  to  go  out  for  the  fresh  air,  even  when  my  health  was 
improving.  I have  heard  part  of  Dr.  Power’s  evidence,  when  he  was  asked  was  any  recrea- 
tion  allowed  the  inmates  on  wet  days  when  they  could  not  go  out  of  doors,  and  he  said 
that  books  and  papers  were  given  them ; but  I have  seen  none,  with  the  exception  of  one 
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day  that  there  was  a meeting  of  the  Governors,  and  then  there  were  a few  books  and 
papers  brought  about  an  hour  before  the  meeting,  and  after  the  Governors  went  away, 
they  were  removed  again.  That  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  I ever  saw  books  in  the 
asylum.  When  Mr.  Besnard  came  here  to  bail  me,  I was  not  able  to  leave  for  two  days 
after,  on  account  of  my  health.  1 wanted  to  lodge  informations  with  Mr.  Besnard,  for'  I 
was  afraid  I would  have  died  the  same  night,  but  Mr.  Besnard  desired  me  to  leave  my 
informations  over  till  I went  out.  I have  to  state  that  I was  called  names  here  on  account 
of  my  religion ; in  fact,  any  one  who  won’t  go  wherever  Dr.  Power  tells  him,  or  those 
under  him,  is  badly  treated.  There  was  no  paper  allowed  us  to  write  on.  I told  Dr. 
Power  about  the  want  of  water,  and  when  he  went  to  the  house  with  me  there  were  three 
of  the  cocks  out  of  four  that  had  not  been  turned  for  a length  of  time.  I have  stated 
that  the  keepers  were  engaged  in  gambling,  and  particularly  Dan  Sullivan,  who  has  been 
a militia  man,  and  a man  named  Clifden  or  Clifford. 

] 0475.  What  sort  of  gambling  was  it — was  it  card  playing? — They  played  cards,  and 
cribbage,  and  chess.  1 informed  the  bouse  steward  of  the  gambling,  and  I gave  a report 
of  it  to  the  doctor.  In  the  hospital,  I must  state,  that  I was  as  well  treated  as  if  I were 
in  my  own  house.  I went  to  the  hospital,  from  the  effect  of  the  injuries  I received  in 
No.  2 ward.  The  doctor  was  fully  aware  of  these  things,  and  could  have  prevented 
them,  if  he  used  any  precaution,  but  there  have  been  days  that  I did  not  see  the  doctor  at 
all.  I saw  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clifford,  about  three  times  a week,  and  he  left  no  stone  unturned, 
in  order  to  get  me  books  of  some  kind.  I made  a complaint  to  the  Governors  of  the 
asylum,  on  the  last  day,  and  Sir  Thomas  Tobin  said,  to  put  it  in  writing,  and  attend  on  the 
next  day  of  meeting.  I sent  an  account  of  it  to  you,  to  Dublin,  not  being  aware  that  you 
would  be  here.  It  is  in  the  power  of  Dr.  Power  to  put  an  end  to  these  things,  if  he  went 
round  the  asylum  twice  a day,  and  used  the  authority  that'  rests  with  him  The  instant  he 
goes  out  of  the  asylum,  he  is  seen  from  every  part  of  the  house,  and  he  is  not  five  minutes 
returned  till  it  is  known  by  us  all.  He  could  have  prevented  me  from  being  ill-used  if 
he  made  any  exertion.  By  the  suppression  of  my  correspondence,  I lost  £l  7 a-year  in  one 
case.  Dr.  Power  allowed  an  ejectment  to  he  served  on  me  in  this  house.  My  defence  was 
neglected,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Power’s  neglect,  in  not  sending  my  letter,  and  I was 
deprived  of  that  £17  a-year  freehold  property.  I am  not  aware  of  any  thiug  else  that  I 
could  state,  but  that  I am  anxious  to  have  this  affair  investigated. 

Thomas  Power,  Esq.,  m.d.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

10476.  You  have  heard  the  statement  made  by  the  last  witness? — I have. 

10477.  Is  there  any  thing  you  would  wish  to  say,  with  reference  to  the  charges  be  has 
made? — We  received  Mr.  Barry  into  this  asylum,  under  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  warrant, 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  I never  received  such  a warrant  before  with  any 
patient.  In  that  warrant  I was  told  to  keep  him  until  such  time  as  lie  might  procure 
legal  bail.  I brought  Mr.  Barry’s  case  before  the  next  Board,  stated  the  peculiarities  of 
it,  and  that  no  religion  was  mentioned  in  the  warrant  under  which  he  was  admitted.  The 
first  Sunday  that  Mr.  Barry  was  here,  he  required,  as  I am  informed  by  the  attendant  of 
the  division  he  was  in,  to  go  to  Catholic  service  in  the  morning,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
do  so,  as  his  religion  was  not  stated.  He  wanted  then  to  go  to  the  Protestant  service,  at 
1 1 o’clock  afterwards,  and  he  was  refused  that  also.  When  the  matter  was  reported  to  me, 
I said  that  as  I knew  Mr.  Barry  myself,  and  his  family,  his  father-in-law,  and  his  late  wife, 
to  have  been  all  tlieir  lives  Roman  Catholics,  I would  not,  as  long  as  he  was  under  my 
care,  and  as  I had  got  no  statement  of  his  religion,  when  I received  him  into  the  asylum, 
allow  him  to  attend  either  place  of  worship.  In  corroboration  of  what  I state,  I refer  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Clifford,  to  say  whether  I did  or  not,  make  use  of  this  observation,  when  1 
met  him  one  day.  I am  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  this  statement, 
because  it  is  not  my  practice  to  interfere  with  the  religion  of  any  one.  There  have  been 
several  cases  in  the  asylum,  and  there  are  two  at  present,  who  wanted  to  become  Catholics ; 
they  had  been  entered  as  Protestants,  and  said  I to  them,  if  you  want  to  become  Catholics, 
your  friends  must  take  you  out,  and  you  must  come  in  as  Catholics,  but  you  must  go  out 
as  you  came  in,  so  far  as  this  institution  is  concerned.  On  one  occasion,  there  was  a 
woman  entered  as  a Protestant,  who  was  taken  without  my  knowledge,  to  Catholic  service, 
by  one  of  the  nurses  in  her  division,  from  her  having  been  a Catholic  originally.  I at  once 
reported  that  circumstance  to  the  Board,  and  you  will  see  the  record  of  it,  by  referring  to 
the  minutes.  Her  husband  came  in  a few  months  afterwards,  and  requested  to  have  his 
wife  become  a Catholic, in  the  establishment.  Isaidno — if  you  want  to  have  her  a Catholic, 
take  her  out,  and  send  her  in  with  Catholic  papers,  and  then  she  may  go  to  mass,  but  not 
until  then.  I never  in  any-  manner  whatsoever,  interfered  in  the  religion  of  patients. 
With  respect  to  the  rest  of  Mr.  Barry’s  statements,  the  only  one  of  them  I need  refer  to, 
is  that  about  beating.  All  the  others  are  more  fanciful  than  any  thing  else.  In  the  first 
report  I made  to  the  Board,  after  be  came  into  the  asylum,  there  was  the  following 
passage : — 

"A  patient  named  Nicholas  Barry,  was  sent  here  from  the  gaol,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  having  committed  an  assault  on  his  nephew,  a J.P.  He  was  committed  to  prison, 
for  want  of  security  to  keep  the  peace,  and  was  transferred  here,  I being  authorized  to  discharge  him, 
on  getting  legal  bail.  His  religion  is  not  stated.  He  calls  himself  a Protestant,  but  I know  him, 
and  all  his  family  to  be  Catholics,  so  I do  not  allow  him  to  attend  either  places  of  worship.  He 
requires  quantities  of  paper  and  stamps,  for  letter  writing— am  I justified  in  allowing  them  tc 
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That  is  my  statement,  and  it  is  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  following  Board.  Mr.  Barrv 
made  a complaint  to  me,  when  he  was  in  the  infirmary,  of  having  been  beaten  while  in  number 
two  division,  and  he  said  he  had  given  me  a statement  of  the  fact.  I told  him  on  that 
occasion,  that  if  he  had  given  me  any  statement  of  the  kind,  I never  read  it.  He  was  in 
the  habit  of  writing  handfuls  of  notes  and  writings  on  the  water-closet  paper;  I threw  them  all 
into  tlie fire,  hut  the  moment  he  made  the  statement,  in  the  infirmary,  I at  onceapplied  to  the 
persons  to  whom  he  referred  me,  for  proof  of  his  allegations,  and  this  is  my  report  on  the 
subject,  which  was  also  submitted  to  the  following  Board  : — 

“A  complaint  was  made  to  me,  some  days  since,  by  one  of  the  inmates,  of  his  having  been  severely 
beatcii  by  two  of  the  attendants,  about  three  weeks  since.  1 inquired  most  minutely  into  the  matter 
and  I find  those  representations  to  be  grossly  exaggerated  and  malicious,  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  had  not  been  used  more  harshly  than  his  own  conduct  and  the  order  of  the  establishment 
required.” 

That  is  signed,  “Thomas  Tobin,  Chairman.”  Now,  with  regard  to  the  various  other 
statements  he  makes.  According  to  what  he  has  said  to  clay,  he  was  beaten  four  times 
but  bis  first  complaint  was  that  he  was  beaten  only  once.  He  states  Sullivan  was  drunk 
but  Sullivan  was  never  drunk  since  he  came  into  the  establishment.  He  is  perfectly  right' 
with  respect  to  another  man  being  drunk. 

10478.  Has  that  other  man  been  dismissed? — Yes,  on  the  last  Board  day. 

1 047  U.  You  have  stated  that  Mr.  Barry  was  transmitted  here  under  circumstances  of  a 
peculiar  nature  ? — Yes. 

10480.  What  is  the  peculiarity  in  the  warrant  transmitting  him  here  ? — In  my  being 
obliged  to  send  liim  out  the  moment  he  procures  legal  bail,  although  I might  be  of  opinion 
he  was  in  an  insane  state. 

10481-  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  warrant  except  that  such  a warrant  never  came 
to  you  before  ? — No.  I wrote  to  Colonel  Larcon,  and  he  stated  that  I should  discharge  him, 
on  legal  bail  beiug  given,  without  any  reference  to  his  state  of  mind  at  the  time. 

10482.  Are  the  medical  certificates  as  to  the  insanity  of  prisoners  in  gaol  usually  forwarded 
to  you  with  the  warrants? — No ; it  is  only  stated  that  the  case  is  certified  to  be  insane  by 
such  and  such  a physician,  and  that  the  party  was  committed  by  such  and  such  a magistrate. 

1 0483.  I want  to  know  when  a lunatic  is  transmitted  here  from  gaol,  who  may  have  become 
lunatic  in  the  gaol,  whether  the  medical  officer  of  the  gaol  gives  a certificate,  and  whether 
that  certificate  is  sent  to  you? — We  have  had  very  few  of  such  cases. 

10484.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Barry,  and  you  have  heard  the  state- 
ments he  has  made,  that  he  complained  to  you  of  various  things  in  the  asylum? — Yes,  I 
have  heard  the  statements  he  has  made  here. 

10485.  Did  you  investigate  those  matters  he  brought  under  your  notice  ? — I did.  He 
never  made  those  statements  until  some  weeks  after,  when  he  was  put  into  the  infirmary, 
and  there  is  a report  of  my  investigation  there. 

10486.  Did  he  make  a statement  to  you  with  reference  to  the  men  gambling  in  the  wards  ? 
— He  did. 

10487.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  ascertain  whether  that  took  place? — Yes,  and  the 
steward  said  there  was  no  such  thing. 

10488.  Do  you  mean  that  the  steward,  as  the  result  of  an  investigation  by  him,  reported 
to  you  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  such  was  not  the  case  ? — Yes.  I could  never  discover 
any  gambling. 

10489.  Did  you  try  yourself  to  discover  it  ? — I did.  I directed  the  steward  to  try  was 
there  any  gambling. 

10490.  Is  it  the  fact  that  there  were  only  about  four  or  six  inches  of  water  in  the  hath 
for  the  patients  ? — I have  never  examined  the  bath,  but  I think  it  very  unlikely  such  would 
be  the  case. 

10491-  You  are  the  head  of  this  institution,  and  I want  to  know  did  you  take  any  steps  to 
ascertain  whether  such  was  the  case  ? — I know  it  is  untrue. 

10492.  How  do  you  know  it  is  untrue  ? — Because  there  are  regular  washing  places. 

10493.  Are  all  the  lavatories  used? — As  far  as  I know,  they  are. 

10494.  Are  you  aware  that  when  the  Commissioners  visited  the  house  inNovember  they 
were  told  all  the  lavatories  were  not  used,  and  that  the  patients  in  three  galleries  were 
washed  in  the  lower  lavatories? — I think  not;  I inquired  particularly,  and  I find  they  are 
washed  in  their  washing  rooms.  Mr.  Barry  complained  of  some  of  the  cocks  being  stiffened. 
They  showed  me  where  they  stiffened  them  every  day  after  they  were  done  using  them. 
All  the  patients  are  washed  every  week  in  a hath. 

10495.  But  the  question  is,  whether  the  quantity  of  water  was  such  as  is  sufficient — have 
you  ever  gone  to  any  of  the  wards  when  the  patients  were  washing  ? — Yes. 

10496.  Are  you  satisfied  they  had  a sufficient  supply  of  water? — Yes ; I have  alwayB  seen 
plenty  of  water. 

10497.  Do  you  go  round  the  house  ? — I go  at  different  times.  The  house  is  very  large; 
I sometimes  make  a visit  to  one  part  of  the  house  at  an  early  hour  and  am  called  twice  in 
the  middle  of  one  visit,  and  it  might,  probably,  be  two  hours  again  before  I would  go  and 
make  the  rest  of  my  rounds.  Sometimes  X would  be  called  away  and  forget  to  go  hack  to 
the  gallery  I was  visiting. 

10498;  Being  physician  of  this  establishment,  you,  of  course,  examined  Mr.  Barry,  and  are 
aware  of  the  bruises  he  says  he  received  ?— I am  not  aware  of  any  bruises.  I am  aware  of 
his  being  excessively  ill  with  disease  of  the  chest  and  congestion  of  the  lungs. 
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10499-  You  heard  him  state  liis  illness  was  caused,  he  believed,  by  beating  ? I heard  Cork. 

that. 

10500.  Did  you  examine  him?— Yes ; and  I never  saw  the  sign  of  a hurt  upon  him. 

10501.  You  do  not  believe  it  was  in  consequence  of  any  beating  that  it  was  necessary  to 
apply  & blister  to  him? — 1 do  not  believe  it  was.  He  was  excessively  delicate  at  the  time, 
and  I believe  if  lie  staid  a month  longer  he  would  not  have  gone  out  alive.  Instead  of  my 
having  used  Mr.  Barry  badly  I treated  him  kindly,  for  I knew  his  brother.  He  was  in  the 
low  priced  asylum  I spoke  of  having  got  up.  I knew  him  in  Dublin  as  a Custom-house 
officer.  I knew  his  family  and  his  wife’s  family,  and  I was  particularly  kind  to  him.  I never 
refused  him  any  books ; on  the  contrary  I got  him  books.  1 recollect,  on  two  occasions.  It 
is  very  likely  that  in  such  a large  establishment  as  this  that  if  a patient  applied  to  me  for 
one  thing  or  another,  which  was  unimportant,  I might  have  forgotten  it  on  some  occasions. 

10502.  I understand  those  matters  that  Mr.  Barry  has  referred  to  here  to-day  are  at 
present  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  ?— He  was  before  the  Board  on  two  occa- 
sions. 

10503.  I understand  the  Board  directed  him  to  make  a statement  in  writing? — They  told 
him  to  put  the  matter  in  .writing ; it  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  still. 

10504.  With  regard  to  the  letters  which  lie  says  he  wrote,  and  which  were  not  forwarded  ? 

— Mr.  J oyce,  the  Governor  of  the  gaol,  told  me  that  Mr.  Barry  was  amost  troublesome  man, 
and  to  he  very  careful  about  him.  I said  to  Mr.  Barry  when  he  came  here — Now,  you  are 
here  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  and  you  had  to  be  brought  before  the  sessions  in 
Bandon,  and  I have  no  objection  to  your  communicating  with  your  solicitor  or  any  friend 
you  please ; hut  when  he  began  to  write  to  seven  or  eight  different  people,  I had  uo  notion 
of  allowing  that  to  go  on,  and  I confined  him  to  ■writing  to  his  solicitor,  who  was  John 
Moriarty,  Mcallow.  Mr.  Moriarty  saw  that  Mr.  Barry  was  going  to  give  me  every  annoy- 
ance in  his  power,  and,  of  his  own  accord,  he  wrote  me  this  letter,  it  is  as  follows : — 
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“Mallow,  11th  Jane,  1857. 

“ Mr  Dear  Sir, — I very  much  regret  to  perceive  that  Mr.  Barry  is  expressing  complaints  against 
you.  I had  been  to  see  him  on  several  occasions  while  he  was  an  inmate  in  the  Eglinton  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  some  of  these  were  for  prolonged  periods,  and  at  inconvenient  hours,  and  on  all  these 
occasions  I am  prepared  to  depose  to  your  humanity,  kindness,  and  attention  to  him.  Indeed,  the 
correspondence  which  you  had  with  mo  respecting  him  prove  all  these  more  satisfactorily  than  any 
other  evidence.  If  I can  ho  of  any  use  you  may  command  me. 

“ Yours,  faithfully, 

“Jons  MoRiARir. 

“ Thomas  Power,  m.d.,  Eglinton  Asylum,  Cork.” 


10505-  I believe  tlie  right  of  a lunatic  confined  under  the  circumstances  connected  with 
Mr.  Barry’s  case  to  see  or  communicate  with  his  solicitor  is  reserved  to  him  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament  ? — I thought  not.  I was  merely  acting  in  a friendly  spirit  when  I gave  him 
liberty  to  write. 

10506.  Did  you  delay  forwarding  any  letters  he  wrote  ? — Some  I did  not  forward  at  all. 

10507.  You  have  heard  the  statement  he  made — that,  on  several  occasions,  he  wrote 
letters  which  you  detained,  and  that,  by  your  detention  of  one  of  those  letters,  he  has 
absolutely  been  the  loser  of  a certain  sum  per  annum?— I detained  several  letters,  I am 
aware.  Mr.  Barry,  after  having  his  solicitor  with  him  to-day,  would  write,  that  night,  a 
letter  to  him,  or  three  or  four,  not  alone  to  the  solicitor,  but  to  Counsellor  Harding,  who 
will  depose  to  my  kindness  to  him. 

10508.  Were  you  aware  of  the  contents  of  the  letter  ? — I was  not. 

10509.  Is  it  true  a notice  of  cjoctment  was  served  upon  him  in  this  house? — Some  legal 
paper,  of  which  I have  a copy,  was  served  upon  him. 

10510.  Did  you  detain  any  letters  he  wrote  to  his  solicitor  subsequent  to  that  ?— I do  not 
know. 

105  i 1 . You  will  not  say  you  did  not  ? — N o.  , 

10512.  Did  you,  after  having  detained  one  of  the  letters  he  wrote,  transmit  it  to  any 
person? — No.  I may  have  seen  a letter  lying  on  the  table  for  Counsellor  Harding.  He 
came  here  sometimes  to  see  him.  In  the  commencement  he  was  here  almost  every  day  to 
see  him,  and  when  I saw  that  letter  I said  to  the  messenger,  you  may  as  well  take  this 
letter  to  Counsellor  Harding,  it  is  lying  here  a couple  of  days. 

10513.  Were  you  aware  of  the  contents  of  that  letter? — I was  not. 

10514.  I observe,  with  respect  to  the  report  made  by  you  on  the  10th  February,  relative 
to  complaints  of  Mr.  Barry,  that  the  chairman  merely  signed  the  report ; what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  chairman  signing  the  document  ? — If  there  is  any  thing  important  arises  upon  the 
.report,  or  that  it  . states  any  thing  they  assent  to,  it  is  signed  by  the  chairman. 

10515.  You  stated  in  one  of  your  reports  that  Mr.  Barry  had  made  a complaint  of  havmg 
been  severely  beaten  by  two  of  the,  attendants,  that  you  inquired  minutely  into  the  matter, 
and  found  his  representations  to  he  grossly  exaggerated  and  malicious,  and  that  you  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  not  been  used  more  harshly  than  his  own  conduct  and  the 
order  of  the  establishment  required,  and  that  document  is  signed  by  the  chairman . Yes, 
I take  it  that  it  is  an  assent  to  my  statement.  . 

10516.  Does  your  recollection  enable  you  to  state  what  was  the  treatment  he  received  on 
the  occasion  referred  to  in  your  report  ?— He  was  fighting  .with  another  man  named 
Bernpsey,  another  .patient,,  who  he  told  me  was  employed  by  some  of  the  attendants  he 
told  stories  of  to  annoy  him.  The  attendants  wanted  to  separate  the  two  (rf^them,  and 
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they  were  obliged  to  take  Mr.  Barry  and  put  him  into  a padded  cell,  and  keep  him  there 
for  some  time.  One  of  the  two  attendants  against  whom  Mr.  Barry  has  so  much  enmitv 
now,  namely  Sullivan,  produced  before  the  Board  on  the  last  day  a character  given  him  bv 
Mr.  Barry  to  enable  him  to  get  a place  for  which  he  was  looking.  Mr.  Barry  gave  him  the 
highest  character  he  could  give  any  man. 

105 1 7.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  about  there  being  an  insufficiency  of  towels? I went 

through  the  house,  as  I tell  you  when,  he  first  complained,  and  I found  towels  in  the  place  • 
and  on  another  occasion  when  he  came  here,  after  being  liberated,  I allowed  him  to  go 
through  the  house  and  point  out  all  the  things  he  said  were  abuses.  We  went  through 
and  he  said  there  was  one  place  deficient  of  towels,  and  it  was  found  hanging  up.  ’ 

10518.  Did  you  ascertain  whether  the  towels  were  used? — Yes. 

10519-  Mr.  Barry,  in  his  statement,  refereed  to  the  case  of  a man  who  fell  into  the  hath 
and  died  ? — That  man  died  of  ramollisment  of  the  brain. 

1 0520.  Did  he  sustain  any  of  the  injuries  stated  by  Mr.  Barry  ? — I never  perceived  any 
injuries  about  him.  } 

10521.  You  stated  that  Mr.  Barry  was  very  ill  in  the  hospital  and  was  blistered  ?— Yes. 

10522.  How  long  was  he  in  the  hospital? — About  a fortnight  or  three  weeks;  he  was 
bailed  while  in  the  hospital.  He  had  numerous  friends,  and  I never  interfered  with  any 
one  going  to  see  him. 

Mr.  William  Bennich,  sworn  and  examined. 

10523.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  this  institution? — Steward  and  general  super- 
intendent. 

1 0524.  What  duties  do  you  perform  in  that  capacity  ? — I receive  the  orders  from  the 
manager  and  resident  physician,  and  see  them  executed.  I see  all  the  wants  of  the  estab- 
lishment supplied ; I superintend  the  meals  given  out.  I must  be  up  in  the  morning  at 
six  o’clock  and  open  all  the  doors,  and  see  that  the  men  are  at  their  different  duties. 

10525.  Your  office  is  distinct  from  that  of  storekeeper? — Quite  distinct. 

10526.  Have  you  nothing  to  do  with  the  stores? — I check  the  books  ; I sign  the  orders 
for  clothing  on  the  store  ; 1 issue  clothing  and  other  articles  every  Friday ; and  the  super- 
intendent of  each  division  must  give  me  a requisition,  which  I sign,  and  I check  his  books. 

10527.  You  discharge  those  duties  in  checking  the  storekeeper  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  the  manager  would  perform  ? — Just  so. 

10528.  Was  there  any  office  such  as  you  now  hold  previous  to  your  appointment? — No; 
but  there  was  a regular  manager.  I was  then  between  the  manager  and  the  servants. 

10529.  How  far  does  the  medical  manager  exercise  control  over  you? — I must  obey  all 
1 his  orders,  and  see  them  executed  regarding  the  working  of  the  establishment.  I receive 
the  orders  from  Dr.  Power. 

10530.  Do  you  report  to  him  with  reference  to  any  thing  that  might  be  wrong  in  the 
storekeeper’s  department  ? — Certainly,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  house.  I go  through 
the  house  every  night  to  see  that  the  patients  are  carefully  locked  up. 

10531.  Do  you  keep  what  are  called  the  provision  books  ? — Yes. 

10532.  Do  you  keep  a register  ? — No,  the  register  is  kept  in  the  office. 

10533.  Who  keeps  the  book  of  the  delivery  of  clothing  ? — The  storekeeper. 

10534.  Who  makes  out  the  Morning  Statement  Book  ?— The  clerk. 

10535.  Does  the  one  person  discharge  the  duties  of  clerk  and  storekeeper? — Not  in  this 
establishment ; it  is  too  extensive.  That  arrangement  would  never  do  here. 

10536.  Who  writes  out  the  Minute  Book?— The  clerk. 

10537.  You  keep  only  the  provision  books? — That  is  all.  The  clerk  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  secretary  to  the  Board. 

10538.  Do  you  exercise  any  control  over  the  farm  outside? — No,  the  house  steward 
does  that. 

10539-  With  regard  to  the  duties  which  you  discharge,  will  you  sketch  your  daily  per- 
formance of  duties  ? — I commence  at  six  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  I go  through  the  whole 
house ; I see  that  all  the  persons  are  attending  to  their  business.  I attend  at  eight  o’clock  in 
the  kitchen,  and  see  the  breakfast  filled  out  fairly.  About  ten  o’clock  I come  into  the  office 
and  receive  any  orders  Dr.  Power  may  have,  and  I then  go  through  the  house  and  inspect  it. 

10540.  Do  you  mean  the  male  side  of  the  house? — The  male  and  female  side.  I look 
after  the  state  of  the  house,  and  the  locks,  keys,  and  the  glass,  in  fact  every  thing  in  it. 
1 attend  the  dinner  in  the  evening,  I check  the  books  of  the  storekeeper,  and  again  fre- 
quently go  through  the  house.  I go  through  at  nine  o’clock  at  night,  after  the  hour  for 
going  to  bed,  and  see  that  every  man  is  in  bed. 

10541.  In  fact  you  perform  all  the  civil  duties  of  the  manager  ? Yes. 

10542.  Do  you  make  any  written  reports  to  the  manager? — In  case  of  there  being  any 
thing  wrong  1 do. 

10543.  Did  you  ever  inquire  into  the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Barry  to  the  resi- 
dent physician  ? — I did  not. 

10544.  Did  you  ever  inquire,  by  the  direction  of  the  manager  or  any  other  person,  into 
any  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Barry  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  servants  in  this  establish- 
mei?  ' ~ l 6S‘  Pne  time  he  told  me  that  Sullivan  used  to  get  up  after  going  to  bed,  and 
used  to  be  playing  cards.  He  told  me  he  had  reported  it  to  Dr.  Power,  and  I did  not 
thmk  of  the  matter  after  he  said  he  had  so  reported  it. 

10545.  Being  the  person  chiefly  in  charge  of  the  institution,  were  you  ever  instructed  by 
Dr.  rower  to  he  on  the  look  out  to  see  if  there  was  any  truth  in  those  statements  ? — No- 
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• !?5fVwd  eV<?  hf  o a7  of  there  not  being  a sufficient  quantity  of  water 

m the  bath  for  the  patients?—!  thinkl  heard  Mr.  Barry  say  so. 

10547.  Did  yon  take  any  means  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  a sufficient  quantity  of 
water  in  the  bath  when  the  patients  were  washing  ?— f did  not. 

10548.  Do  you  know  where  the  inmates  of  each  ward  are  wished;  are  they  washed  in 
their  respective  galleries,  or  brought  down  to  one  gallery  ?_They  are  washed  in  their 
respective  galleries. 

10549.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I do  not ; that  is  the  order. 

10550.  As  you  go  round  the  house  so  constantly,  do  you  see  the  patients  taking  their 
baths  or  washing  ? — I often  see  them  washing. 

10551.  What  quantity  of  water  was  in  the  baths  you  saw  the  patients  in?— About  half  full. 

10552.  With  reference  to  the  lavatories,  are  the  cocks  all  iu  good  order?— Generally  • 
they  have  been  so  for  some  time  past ; they  used  to  leak  a little. 

10553.  What  number  of  towels  are  used  in  each  division  in  each  week? — I could  not 
exactly  say. 

10554.  How  many  towels  are  allowed  to  each  lavatory  in  the  week?— They  have  about 
six  for  each  lavatory. 


1 0555.  Do  you  know  whether  tho  six  are  used  in  each  week? — I should  say  six  at  least. 

10556.  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  used  or  not? — Yes  ; they  are  hung  up  every  day. 

10557.  Are  they  used  ? — Yes,  sometimes  they  are  wet. 

10558.  With  regard  to  gambling,  did  you  make  any  examination  as  to  whether  there 
might  have  been  gambling  going  on  amongst  the  servants?— I inquired,  and  was  told 
there  was  not. 

10559.  You  asked  the  servants  ?— Yes.  Mr.  Barry  said  it  took  place  after  ten  o’clock 
at  night. 

10560.  Did  you  ever  ascertain  from  any  of  the  more  sane  inmates  whether  there  was  any 
reason  to  believe  such  was  the  case  ?— I did  not.  The  lights  are  out  at  ten  o’clock  every 
night,  and  the  gas  is  turned  off. 
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Mr.  William  Connell , sworn  and  examined.  Mr.  w.  Connell. 

10561.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  this  asylum  ? — Clerk. 

10562.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment  ? — Nearly  seventeen  years. 

10563.  What  duties  do  you  perform? — I keep  the  entire  accounts  of  the  office  department.  The  Clerk;  his 

10564.  Do  you  keep  tho  minutes  of  the  Board  ? — Yes.  duties. 

10565.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  stores? — Nothing. 

10566.  Do  you  keep  the  farm  account? — Yes. 

10567.  That  is,  you  keep  it  from  the  statements  made  to  you  by  those  in  charge  of  the 
farm? — Yes. 

10568.  Do  you  keep  the  account  for  clothing? — No;  the  storekeeper  keeps  the  clothing 
account. 

10569-  What  particular  books  do  you  keep  ? — I keep  all  the  accounts  and  books  of  the 
financial  department,  and  they  are  very  numerous — different  registers  of  admissions  and 
discharges,  application  book,  minute  book,  letter  book,  and  others  whicli  I cannot  recollect. 

10570.  When  supplies  arc  furnished  by  the  contractors,  is  it  the  storekeeper  takes  an 
account  of  the  delivery  ? — Yes. 

10571.  Does  he  furnish  that  to  you? — I write  the  order  for  them  on  the  requisition  of 
the  storekeeper,  and  the  goods  are  delivered  into  the  store,  and  the  vouchers  which  are 
receipted  by  the  storekeeper  accompany  the  hills  to  my  office  afterwards. 

10572.  From  that  you  are  enabled  to  make  out  your  account  as  against  the  county  of  Cork 
and  city  of  Cork? — Yes  ; I make  out  the  contractors’  hills. 

10573.  You  know  what  amount  of  each  article  is  received  ? — Yes. 

10574.  With  regard  to  the  house  itself,  do  you  take  charge  of  any  part  of  the  house  ? — Superannuation. 

No  ; I have  no  connexion  with  any  part  of  the  institution ; I do  not  consider  it  within  my 
province  at  all.  While  I am  here  I would  like  to  say  that  there  is  an  omission  with  respect 
to  clerks  and  storekeepers  in  asylums,  in  the  hill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Horsman  and  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  in  reference  to  superannuation.  There  was  a clause  defining 
the  meaning  of  the  word  “ officer,”  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  may  militate  against  a per- 
son in  my  position  after  long  service,  if  the  bill  is  adopted  in  that  form. 

L0575.  Who  keeps  the  account  of  the  articles  that  are  made  up  in  the  house? — The 
storekeeper. 

10576.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  book  in  your  list,  “the  shoemakiug  department  Sboemaking depart- 
account  book,”  which  I have  before  me  ? — I get  a list  from  the  storekeeper  and  I compare  ment- 
that  with  the  shoemaker’s  account,  that  is  the  shoemaking  department  in  the  house.  The 
storekeeper  merely  keeps  an  account  of  the  articles  delivered  into  store  by  the  shoemaker, 
and  I keep  a debtor  and  creditor  account  of  the  shoemaking  department. 

10577.  Have  you  any  thing  to  do  with  the  attendants  or  servants  of  the  institution  in 
investigating  matters  ? — I have  not. 

Mr.  John  Percival  Duggan,  sworn  and  examined. 

10578.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  here  ? — Storekeeper. 

10579.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? — About  two  years  this  month. 

10580.  Do  you  live  in  the  house  ? — I do  not  exactly  live  in  the  house,  but  I live  within 
the  walls,  or  on  the  premises. 

10581.  Do  you  take  charge  of  all  the  stores  that  are  received  in  the  house  ? — I do. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Duggan. 
The  Storekeeper ; his 
duties;  stores. 
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Cork  District  Asylum. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Duggan. 


Condemned  stores. 


Bedding. 


Hospital  supplies ; 
officers'  rations,  &c. 


Tlie  farm. 


T.  Power,  Esq.,  m.d. 


The  land  of  the 
Asylum. 


Removal  of  cured 
cases. 


Appointment  and 
dismissal  of  servants. 


10582.  Do  you  receive,  in  the  first  instance,  the  raw  material  that  comes  in  to  he  made 
up  into  articles  in  the  house  ? — Yes,  I receive  the  raw  material  in  the  first  instance.  The 
matron  takes  it  in  pieces  from  me  according  as  she  wants  it ; and  when  the  goods  are  made 
up  I receive  them,  such  as  shirting,  women’s  dresses,  and  wrappers. 

10583.  You  keep  such  an  account  as  enables  you  to  check  the  consumption  or  use  of 
the  raw  material  ? — I do.  I have  both  a debtor  and  creditor  account,  besides  a daily  issue 
book  of  same. 

10584.  When  the  articles  are  made  up  are  they  stored  by  you? — Yes,  they  are  received 
again  into  store  by  me. 

10585.  When  issuing  those  articles  again,  say  shoes  and  clothes,  do  you  take  up  the  old 
articles  ? — I appoint  a day  in  the  week  for  the  purpose,  and  I receive  the  old  articles  into 
store,  and  on  the  Thursday  following  the  matron  receives  them,  and  has  them  repaired 
when  it  can  be  done,  and  at  stated  times  sends  them  in  to  me. 

10586.  With  regard  to  the  shoes  ? — I receive  the  shoes  new  from  the  shoemaker,  and  I 
receive  them  repaired.  I mean  by  that  when  there  is  only  a piece  wanted  or  a few 
stitches. 

10587.  Is  there  any  arrangement  with  respect  to  condemned  stores? — The  condemned 
stores  are  kept  underneath  the  house ; any  tiling  we  think  we  can  repair,  such  as  tins, 
quarts,  or  cans,  we  get  done  ; but  there  are  some  other  old  things  which  are  not  worth 
any  thing,  and  they  lie  in  the  store. 

10588.  It  has  been  stated  that  all  the  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  asylum  are 
obtainedfrom  contractors,  except  some  trifling  things  purchased  for  cash  ? — I cannot  say  that. 
All  I do  is,  receive  the  goods  as  they  come  into  me.  I get  an  order  signed  by  Dr.  Power, 
and  on  that  I get  the  articles. 

10589.  And  you  are  not  cognizant  whether  there  is  any  contract  for  all  the  articles  or 
not  ? — Decidedly  not. 

10590.  Do  you  exercise  any  superintendence  over  any  of  the  officers  of  the  house? — Not 
directly. 

10591.  Is  the  bedding  made  up  in  the  house? — We  receive  a great  deal  of  ticking  which 
is  made  up  in  the  house. 

10592.  What  is  principally  used  to  fill  the  ticking  for  beds  ? — Straw  is  generally  used. 

10593.  Do  you  know  are  there  straw-closets  on  the  various  lobbies? — There  has  been  lately 
a straw-house  erected  near  the  back  of  the  laundry,  though  I cannot  say  it  has  been 
erected  ; the  place  has  rather  been  converted  into  a straw-store. 

10594.  With  regard  to  the  hospital  supplies,  wine  and  so  on,  do  they  come  through 
your  hands  ? — No,  the  wine  does  not  come  through  my  hands,  except  what  I issue  for 
church  purposes. 

10595.  How  is  the  wine  obtained  for  the  infirmary? — It  docs  not  como  through  my 
store ; very  little  comes  through  my  store  for  the  infirmary,  except  some  lemon-juice, 
vinegar,  and  a few  articles  of  that  description. 

10596.  Do  you  issue  what  furnishes  the  rations  to  the  officers? — I do,  and  to  all  the 
house,  likewise.  I see  the  meat  cut  up  and  sent  out  to  the  kitchen ; and  when  the  business 
of  the  house  will  permit  me,  I see  it  put  into  the  boiler ; but  the  amount  of  business  is 
sometimes  so  great,  that  it  will  not  permit  me  to  do  that. 

10597.  Do  all  the  groceries  pass  through  your  hands? — All  the  groceries  pass  through 
my  hands. 

10598.  Who  has  charge  of  the  farm? — The  resident  physician  manages  the  farm. 

10599-  When  the  produce  of  the  farm  is  stored,  have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  is  the 
amount  of  that  produce  ? — I keep  a book  containing  an  account  of  all  the  potatoes. 

1 0600.  That  is  according  as  they  are  brought  in  ? — Yes. 

10601.  Is  the  produce  of  the  farm  here  housed  and  pitted,  or  secured  in  the  ordinary 
way  ? — At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  potatoes  that  remain  are  not  so  abundant  as  they 
would  be  if  we  received  the  entire  in  at  one  time. 

Thomas  Power,  Esq.,  m.d.,  further  examined  on  oath. 

10602.  Do  you  manage  the  farm? — I do. 

10603.  How  is  the  produce  of  the  farm  eventually  secured? — There  is  scarcely  any  to 
secure,  for  the  potatoes,  forming  the  chief  part  of  the  produce,  are  consumed  before  the 
winter  comes  on,  in  fact,  as  fast  as  they  arc  dug. 

1 0604.  TV  hatquantity  of  land  have  you  undercultui’e  altogether  ? — About  twenty-five  acres. 

10605.  What  becomes  of  the  rest  of  the  fifty-seven  statute  acres  belonging  to  the  asylum? 
— It  is  used  for  hay,  and  that  is  sold. 

10606.  Are  there  any  pigs  kept  ? — None. 

10607-  Are  there  any  suggestions  you  would  like  to  offer  to  the  Commissioners? — With 
regard  to  the  patients  who  are  not  removed  when  notice  is  given  to  their  securities,  the 
Board  were  speaking  at  one  of  their  meetings  of  seeking  for  the  power  to  transmit  them 
to  the  nearest  union  workhouse. 

10608.  Do  you  refer  to  cured  or  incurable  cases  ? — I refer  to  cured  cases  whose  friends 
will  not  take  them,  that  is,  who  will  not  reply  to  our  letters,  and  we  cannot  turn  the  person 
out  on  the  road.  With  regard  to  the  hiring  of  servants,  my  opinion  is,  that  such  a large 
establishment  as  this  cannot  be  properly  carried  on  unless  the  head  man,  or  resident  phy- 
sician, who  governs  the  asylum,  has  full  power  of  appointing  and  discharging  servants. 

10609.  Are  you  aware  of  the  66th  Regulation  of  the  Privy  Council  which  states,  thafyas 
the  manager  is  responsible  for  the  character,  conduct,  and  qualifications  of  the  servants  of 
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the  asylum,  he  is  to  have  the  appointment  of  them,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  ? 

am  a?are10f  bu\tlle  try  to  assume  the  power.  That  is  of  comparative 
little  service,  however,  unless  there  is  also  men  the  power  of  diset,,  JL  ? fn?.  L Vv? 


Inspectors,  or  whatever  officers  would  discharge  their  duty,  would  be  more  “suitable  persons 
to  judge  m such  matters,  and  I would  give  them  a veto  upon  the  appointment  and  d”s 
missal  of  servants  The  Governors  here  feel  that  they  want  a power  of  transmitting  eases 
from  this  asylum  to  their  respective  districts.  1 ° 

10610.  How  would  you  propose  that  the  settlement  of  a pauper  lunatic  should  he 
fixed  or  asceitained  ?— I would  say  that  seven  years'  residence  in  a placo  would  be  a good 
test.  As  I stated  before,  I think  the  admission  should  he  as  easy  as  possible,  and  that  the 
moment  a person  became  insane,  means  should  be  taken  to  transmit  him  to  the  asylum 
and  nowhere  else,  as  quickly  as  possible.  J ’ 

KWH.  Would  you  be  in  a condition,  in  this  asylum,  to  meet  all  the  committals  of  the 
magistiates,  if  the  law  was  at  once  altered,  and  the  power  of  committal  to  the  gaol  done 
away  with  ? — I tlunk  so.  6 

10612.  Supposing  the  asylum  full,  and  a case  to  come  on  a magistrate’s  committal,  do 
you  think,  under  an  emergency,  you  could  make  room  for  a single  case  ?— We  could  in 
our  present  state. 

10613.  With  reference  to  the  allegations,  respecting  which  we  were  making  inquiries 
to-aay,  that  the  servants  of  the  establishment  were  constantly  drunk,  it  appears  in  the 
memorandum  book  of  a meeting  of  the  Board  on  the  13th  January,  that  four  of  the  servants 
were  on  that  day  fined  for  being  drunk,  and  that  another  was  dismissed  for  bringing  in 
bottles,  which,  on  examining  her  room,  were  found  to  contain  whisky,  does  not  that 
indicate  that  the  statements  as  to  the  drunkenness  of  the  servants  had  some  foundation  ? 
—That  refers  to  particular  persons.  If  I was  asked  as  to  any  particular  servant,  I would 
have  told  whether  the  man  was  drunk  or  not.  That  occurrence  was  rather  looked  over  at 
that  particular  time,  it  being  at  Christmas. 

10614.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  Governors  to  allow  drunkenness  at  Christmas  ? — I cannot 
answer  for  the  Governors. 


Cork. 

Cork  DistrictAsylum. 
T.  Power,  Esq.,  m.d. 


“ Settlement”  of  a 
pauper  lunatic. 


Question  of  direct 
committal  to 
Asylum. 


Drunkenness  on  the 
part  of  servants. 
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Insanity  in  the 
district. 


Sligo,  22nd  September,  1857. 

Present: — SirT.  N.  Redington,  Chairman ; Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry 
Secretary. 

Sligo  District  Asylum. 

John  M'Mnnn,  Esq:,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10G15.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  Sligo  DistrictLunatic  Asylum? — Resident  physician 
and  superintendent. 

10616.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office? — I was  appointed  in  1852;  the  asylum  was 
not  opened  till  1855. 

10617.  For  what  district  was  the  asylum  erected? — The  counties  of  Sligo  and  Leitrim. 

10618.  What  is  the  amount  of  accommodation  provided  in  the  asylum  ? — For  250  patients. 

10619.  Has  the  asylum  ever  contained  that  number? — Never. 

10620.  What  is  tlie  actual  number  in  the  asylum  at  present? — One  hundred  and  forty-two. 

10621.  What  proportion  of  the  142  arc  considered  to  be  incurable  cases  ? — One  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

10622.  Do  you  find  that  the  proportion  of  incurable  cases  is  increasing  or  diminishing? — 
I think  it  is  increasing.  The  cases  are  not  sent  in  early  enough. 

10623.  Did  you  receive  any  large  number  of  patients  here  from  Ballinasloe  asylum  when 
this  asylum  was  first  opened? — About  eighty-nine. 

10624.  Were  those  cases  generally  incurable? — Generally  speaking,  almost  all. 

10625.  What  forms  are  gone  through  on  the  admission  of  patients  ? — We  have  an  admission 
form  to  be  filled  up,  and  patients  are  sent  also  from  gaols  under  warrants  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  [Copy  of  admission  form  is  exhibited.] 

10626.  Cases  admitted  under  this  form  would  appear  to  be  considered  curable  at  the  time 
of  admission  ? — Generally  considered  curable. 

10627.  The  certificate  contains  a statement  that  the  patient  is  curable  and  a fit  subject  for 
admission? — We  admit  incurable  cases  who  are  very  violent  and  refractory,  and  who  could 
not  be  managed  elsewhere. 

10628.  Are  epileptic  and  idiotic  cases  admitted? — Yes,  they  are. 

10629.  Do  you  find,  generally  speaking,  that  this  series  of  queries  is  usually  answered  in 
a satisfactory  manner? — No,  not  generally. 

10630.  D*o  you  receive  any  information  with  those  cases  that  arrive  here  from  gaols  under 
warrants  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant? — None  whatever,  except  what  I.  can  collect  from  the 
turnkeys  of  the  gaol  who  come  with  them.  I endeavour  to  collect  as  much  information  as  I 
can  get  from  them,  and  it  is  very  scanty. 

10631.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  obligation  on  the  authorities  of  the  gaol  to  furnish  you  with 
any  information  whatever? — None  whatever. 

10632.  Are  patients  ever  sent  here  direct  from  the  workhouse  ? — Yes,  under  the  admission 
form. 

10633.  Do  you  find, "with  respect  to  these  cases,  that  the  queries  can  be  always  answered? 
— Not  satisfactorily. 

; 10634.  In  the  case  of  an  admission  from  the  workhouse,  who  enters  into  an  engagement  for 

the  removal  of  the  patient  if  incurable  or  cured? — I think  it  is  generally  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

10635.  Have  yon  experienced  any  difficulty  in  getting  patients  removed  by  persons  who 
were  bound  under  that  engagement  to  remove  them? — None  as  yet;  I scarcely  think  there 
is  any  difficulty.  There  might  be  a very  rare  case  in  which  there  would  be  difficulty. 

10636.  Are  born  idiots  admitted  into  the  asylum  ? — Yes.  There  is  a boy  here  a congenital 
idiot. 

10637.  The  affidavit,  therefore,  declaring  the  patient  who  seeks  admission  not  to  be  a bom 
idiot,  cannot  have  been  required  in  that  case? — It  is  not  generally  required. 

10638.  Has  the  number  of  applications  for  admission  been  increasing  or  diminishing? 
Increasing. 

10639.  Do  you  think  that  has  at  all  arisen  from  the  facilities  which  the  erection  of  an  as7^1jn 
in  this,  a remote  part  of  the  Connaught,  district  has  afforded  ? — I rather  think  so.  l_he 
country  people  take  advantage  of  the  asylum,  and  send  in  a case  earlier  than  they  otherwise 
would,  and  perhaps  send  cases  here  that  they  would  not  send  at  all  if  they  had  to  send  to 
Ballinasloe. 

10640.  Do  you  find  they  generally  send  the  cases  in  the  earlier  stages? — Latterly  I think 
they  do,  because  I have  endeavoured'  to  impress  the  importance  of  doing  so  upon  the  country 
people  in  my  reports,  and  in  every  way  I possibly  can.  . , . 

10641.  Do  you  think  there  is  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  country  people  to  send  tneir 
relatives  afflicted  with  insanity  to  this  institution  ? — I think  not.  That  feeling  is  wearing 
away  a good  deal ; they  see  the  advantage  of  the  institution,  and  it  is  doing  away  consi 
derably  with  that  indisposition.  . ... 

10642.  Were  you  in  practice  in  the  district  as  a physician  previous  to  your  connexion  wi 
the  asylum? — Yes,  I was  physician  to  the  workhouse.  _ 

10643.  From  your  experience,  therefore,  officially  as  well  as  non-officially,  do  you  consi 
lunacy  to  be  on  the  increase  in  this  part  of  Ireland  ? — W ell,  I cannot  say  exactly ; my  exp 
rience  is  not  sufficient  as  yet  to  enable  me  to  answer  that  question. 
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10644.  Has  the  fearful  visitation  of  famine  which  afflicted  this  county  in  1846  led,  according  Sr,IC0 

to  your  experience,  to  an  increase  in  lunacy?— I think  it  has  led  to  a great  many  cases  5 

insanity,  arising  from  scrofulous  disease  of  the  brain.  I have  seen  a good  many  cases  of  SUa2,  R*'™1 

that  description.  Asylum. 

10645.  Do  you  find  that  the  cases  transmitted  from  the  gaols  have  generally  been  detained  JolmM‘2^n’ Eaq- 
there  for  any  considerable  time?— A number  of  them  have  been  detained  a long  time  in 
prison,  but  not  latterly. 

10646.  Whatsis  your  opinion  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  accommodation  provided  in  gaols  for  Detention  of  lunatics 
lunatic  patients  ? — It  is  very  imperfect.  in  gaols  and  work- 

10647.  Does  it  materially  retard  the  chance  of  recovery? — Materially.  houses. 

10648.  You  have  had  experience  of  workhouses — what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  accommo- 
dation provided  in  them  for  lunatics  generally  ? — The  accommodation  we  have  had  in  the 
Sligo  workhouse  for  tranquil  patients  is  very  good. 

1064(J.  Were  they  accommodated  in  any  particular  wards  of  the  budding,  or  in  the  general 
house  accommodation  ? — When  I was  connected  with  the  workhouse  we  had  a small  house 
three  miles  from  the  town,  on  the  sea  side,  for  the  lunatics.  Dr.  Nugent,  on  his  inspection, 
said  he  would  much  prefer  having  that  house  for  them  than  this  or  any  other  asylum,  they 
were  so  well  taken  care  of  in  it. 

10650.  Was  it  an  auxiliary  workhouse? — Yes,  an  auxiliary  workhouse;  but  for  lunatics 
only. 

10651.  Were  the  lunatic  wards  in  the  workhouse  used? — I went  thereat  the  time  of  the 
famine,  and  we  were  obliged  to  convert  every  available  part  of  the  house  into  accommoda- 
tion for  the  paupers,  and  the  guardians  took  this  house  I speak  of  for  the  lunatics. 

10652.  In  this  house  to  which  the  lunatics  were  transferred  were  the  attendants  paupers 
or  hired  servants  ? — Two  male  and  female  were  hired  servants ; the  others  were  pauper 
attendants. 

10653.  How  far  do  you  consider  that  the  workhouses  generally,  not  speaking  now  of  that 
auxiliary  building,  hired,  as  you  have  mentioned,  could  be  either  in  whole  or  in  part  made 
available  for  the  accommodation  of  lunatics  ? — I think  the  association  of  lunatics  with  sane 
paupers  is  not  at  all  advisable ; they  should  be  entirely  separated,  and  I do  not  think  a work- 
house  a suitable  place  for  lunatics,  under  any  circumstances. 

10654.  I believe  the  workhouses  in  Ireland  are  generally  built  pretty  much  on  the  same 
plan  ? — Generally. 

10655.  Do  you  think  they  could  be  made  at  all  suitable,  in  any  degree,  for  the  reception  of  Question  of  separate 
lunatics,  by  the  conversion  of  portions  of  the  buildings  into  lunatic  wards,  where  there 
would  be  no  connection  with  the  sane  inmates? — Some  of  the  workhouses  might  be  made  J,ge  of  workhouses 
available  for  incurable  cases ; but  any  association  at  all  with  the  paupers  would  be  objec-  for  them, 
tionable,  unless  the  entire  workhouse  could  be  made  a hospital  for  incurable  cases. 

10656.  Supposing,  what  has  not  arisen  in  this  asylum  as  yet,  but  has  in  other  asylums,  that 
the  accommodation  was  not  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  district,  have  you  ever  considered 
the  most  advisable  mode  for  providing  additional  accommodation — whether,  for  instance, 
would  you  prefer  the  erection  of  additional  buildings,  for  all  classes  of  lunatics,  or  the  sepa- 
ration of  any  one  class  and  its  location  in  a distinct  building  ? — I would  prefer  separation  in 
an  incurable  hospital.  As  pauperism  is  declining  in  Ireland,  I think  some  of  the  workhouses 
might  be  made  available  for  incurable  hospitals. 

10657.  Then  you  would  have  it  for  all  classes  of  incurable  lunatics,  whether  they  were 
violent  or  quiet? — No;  only  for  the  tranquil  and  quiet  cases. 

10658.  Would  yon  limit  it  to  quiet  incurable  cases? — Yes;  and  for  idiots  and  incurable 
epileptics.  I would  have  the  present  asylum  altogether  for  curable  and  refractory  cases. 

10659.  Do  you  think  that  a distinction  between  curables  and  incurables  can,  with  perfect 
confidence,  be  drawn  in  all  cases? — I think  so. 

10660.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  on  those,  who,  although  incurable,  might  Effect  of  the  scpara- 
at  the  same  time  have  lucid  intervals  and  enjoy  comparative  mental  health  during  those  ljna?se8 

periods,  if  they  found  themselves  removed  to  an  asylum  which  they  probably  would  find  out  curabie. 
was  one  for  hopeless  cases  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  have  a bad  effect.  In  those  incurable 
hospitals  the  patients  could  be  just  as  well  attended  to  as  in  the  present  asylum. 

10661.  Do  you  consider  the  removal  of  incurable  cases  from  tbe  asylum  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  the  curable  cases? — I do.  I think  the  incurables  annoy  tbe  other  patients  very 
much,  particularly  when  they  are  convalescent.  . , „ ..  ,.  . 

10662.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  more  advisable  to  have  the  hospitals  for  this  distinct 
class  of  incurables  away  from  the  present  asylums,  or  to  have  them  on  the  same  ground  or 
contiguous  ? — I think  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  have  them  away  from  the  asylums ; tor 
this  reason,  that  if  you  have  too  large  a number  of  patients  in  an  asylum  they  cannot  be  so 
well  attended  to.  , „ v c , 

10663.  You  are  speaking  now  of  the  medical  attendance  and  treatment?— Yes;  ot  tbe 
medical  attendance  and  treatment.  ,.  . , , , 

10664.  If  this  establishment  for  incurables  were  located  m a different  district  altogether,  do 
you  think  it  likely  there  would  he  the  same  anxiety  and  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Governors 
in  looking  after  such  an  institution,  as  in  looking  after  what  might  he  called  the  more  interesting 
one,  because  for  curable  cases  ? — I think  so ; at  least  from  what  I have  seen  of  the  Governors 
of  this  asylum,  I am  of  opinion  that,  no  matter  where  the  incurable  cases  were  located,  the 
same  attention  would  be  given  them.  ._  . „ 

10665.  How  far  does  this  building  enable  you  to  carry  out  any  system  ot  classification  ?— 

I think  it  is  very  well  adapted  for  classification. 
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10666.  To  what  extent  is  classification  carried  out  ?— ' They  are  divided  into  the  refi-w 
the  moderately  tranquil,  and  the  tranquil.  refractory, 

10667.  There  appear  to  he  only  two  airing  courts  and  only  two  wards  occupied  on 
side— how  is  the  third  class  made  out  .->—1110  third  class  are  convalescent  patients  who  wt.ll 
about  the  entire  grounds  and  require  no  airing  court.  'ail£ 

10668.  Do  they  associate  after  dark  with  tlic  other  patients  in  the  asylum?— Not  with  n, 
refractory  cases.  n lue 

10660.  Do  they  with  the  other  classes  ?— They  have  separate  wards  up  stairs  • thev 
associate  with  the  others  at  all.  ’ ^ not 

10670.  Have  you  any  patients  in  this  establishment  who  pay? — There  are  three 

10671.  Have  there  been  paying  patients  here  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  ■) A w 

mi  time  to  time.  J ' w 

10672.  Under  what  regulation  are  they  admitted  by  the  Board  of  Governors  ?— Thev  mv 
according  to  their  means.  ’ ^ 

10673.  It  is,  I presume,  a fixed  payment,  regulated  by  the  cost  of  maintenance  ’—Exactly 
10674.  Arc  they  clothed  by  tlieir  friends  or  by  the  institution  ?— Generally  by  their  friends’ 
10675.  What  is  the  highest  sura  that  lias  been  paid?— There  have  been  some  cases  here 
for  a short  time  that  paid,  I think,  about  £,1  a week,  in  one  or  two  instances.  They  were 
respectable  patients  who  became  violent,  and  they  remained  here  until  they  were  removed  to 
a private  asylum. 

10676.  Had  they  any  additional  comforts  for  that  payment  ?— Every  comfort  thev  were 
accustomed  to.  J 

10677.  Was  there  a distinct  attendant  allocated  to  them  ?— There  was  a distinct  attendant 
m some  cases ; where  the  cases  were  refractory  there  were  two  attendants  taken  ud  with 
them.  1 

10678.  Were  they  accommodated  with  the  other  patients  ? — They  were  in  a ward  up  stairs 
a separate  room  altogether.  One  of  the  unoccupied  day-rooms  was  appropriated  and  fitted 
up  for  the  purpose. 

10679.  That  is  accommodation  you  would  not  have  been  able  to  afford  if  the  house  was 
full?— Not  at  all ; neither  do  I think  it  at  all  advisable  to  bring  such  a class  of  patients  into 
the  asylum.  r 

10680.  State  tie  reason  wiy  yon  do  not  think  it  advisable  ?— Persons  of  that  class  require 
others  ot  their  own  class  to  associate  with  them,  in  order  to  make  them  comfortable  It 
is  most  annoying  to  them  to  associate  with  persons  of  a lower  class,  which  association  I 
think,  materially  retards  their  recovery.  I think  a pauper  asylum  totally  unsuited ’to 
persons  of  a different  class.  J J 

the.lo'v<istm.,n  tiave  received  from  paying  patients?— £10  per  annum, 
asylum?— Yes  P £1°  pcr  boIonS t0  a distinct  class  from  those  in  the 

i I0n3i3'  ?r“s  “r0  lli®”,'once  in  500™'  position  which  rendered  it  unadvisable  they 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  hospital? — I think  so.  J 

v.l.i°Gr4' IS  lt/°“r  °Pimoil>  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  that  there  is  a considerable 
class  of  cases  m that  grade  of  society  who  could  not  be  considered  paupers,  and  who  at  the 
same  time  would  be  unable  to  pay  for  their  maintenance  in  a private  asylum  ?— Yes  • I 
believe  there  is  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  that  kind. 

10685.  How  do  you  think  could  these  cases  be  best  provided  for?— I think  there  should 
L£  US1  °t  tUe  fy  ,T. fitted  Up  f°r  pel'SOns  of  that  class’  where  they  should  he  kept 
?o^?.’anCJ  tiere„s'10uk}  be  separate  attendants  for  them  suited  to  their  position  or  their 
and  comfoTte°rtS‘  Sb°U  d ^ kept  aS  near,^as  PossiUe  according  to  their  former  habits 

?av®?°\!lad  any  cl'fficulty iu  Obtaining  payment  from  the  parties  who  engaged  to 
pay  for  patients  ?— None  whatever.  s 13 

1 ^66S7.  Have  you  found  patients  admitted  as  paying  patients  who,  after  a while,  sought  to 
be  placed  upon  the  pauper  list?— They  have  not  made  any  distinct  application  to  the 

1 h£ard  0ne  0r  tT°  coraPlaining  of  having  to  pay.  There  was  no 
formal  application  to  the  Governors  on  the  subject. 

. .,  PPas  !fc  occ.urre^  *baJ  patients  who  were  admitted  as  paying  patients  were  transferred 

Lunatics  in  the  W rk  ™ * 16  non-Paymg  sule  of  the  house?— No,  not  as  yet. 

houses  of  the  District  .i,  ’.  VJ??  aware  whether  there  are  many  lunatics  still  retained  in  the  workhouses  of 

and  at  large.  tlle  counties  of  Sligo  and  Leitrim  ?— There  are  some  I know  in  the  Sligo  workhouse, incurable 

cases,  idiots  and  epileptics. 

10690.  Do  you  know  why  they  are  not  removed  to  the  asylum? — They  were  considered 
not  tit  cases  for  it— they  were  incurable  cases,  and  the  Governors  did  not  like  to  admit  them ; 
tney  were  atraid  ot  filling  up  the  institution  too  quickly.  We  have  ascertained  that  other 
asylums  that  were  very  few  years  inexistence  had  been  filled  up  with  incurable  cases  to  the 
exclusion  ot  cnrables.  The  Governors  thought  that  it  would  be  better,  until  some  other 
Pr ir^roiU  7aS  nia^e’  *"°  keep  those  cases  in  the  workhouse. 

10691.  It  appears  that  on  the  first  January  last  there  were  twenty-four  such  cases  in  the  Sligo 
worfclio use  do  you  suppose  they  are  all  incurable  or  idiotic ?— Yes,  I do;  I have  seen 
l'nco-o  t ^ are  cases.tbat>  under  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  better  not  to  admit  here. 
10692.  Is  it  your  opinion  there  is  any  considerable  number  of  lunatics  at  large  in  the 
C°m£QQ  TV  g°  and  Leitrim?. — I do  not  think  there  are. 

10693.  Do  youapply  that  observation  to- idiots? — No,  I do  not;  there  are,  perhaps,  a good 
many  idiots  at  large.  r r 
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10694  From  a return  we  have  received  it  would  appear  that  on  the  1st  of  January  there 
were  forty-one  insane  persons  and  ninety-two  idiots  at  large  in  the  two  counties— do  you 
think  not  ^ ^ ^ ^ thaU  the  numbei‘  Jou  suppose  are  at  large?— I rather 

10695.  Did  you  find  the  building,  when  taken  up,  suitably  finished,  and  in  every  way  St 
for  the  reception  of  lunatics  ?— No ; it  was  very  unsuited  in  many  respects 

10696.  What  were  the  chief  faults  you  had  to  find  with  it?— Defective  ventilation,  defective 
hospital  accommodation,  defective  window  sashes,  dampness,  scanty  supply  of  furniture  a 
very  bad  description  of  bedsteads,  very  unsuited  for  a place  of  the  kind  ’ 

10697  Have  any  steps  been  taken  to  improve  the  ventilation  ?— Yes ; the  Governors 
appointed  an  architect  some  time  ago  to  settle  the  matter— Sir  Thomas  Deane,  who  was 
carrying  out  a system  of  ventilation  by  flues  connected  with  a main  shaft  at  the  top  of  the 
building,  and  sto  ves  with  large  fire-places  to  carry  off  the  impure  air  through  the  ventilatins 
shaft  at  either  side  of  the  building.  It  is  proposed  also  with  that  fire  to  heat  water  cisterns 
so  as  to  keep  up  a constant  supply  of  hot  water  which  is  most  necessary,  and  for  which  no 
provision  at  all  was  made. 

10693. 1 believe  all  the  cells  look  to  the  north  ?— Yes,  they  look  to  the  north. 

10699.  Is  there  any  means  of  heating  those  cells? — None  whatever. 

10700.  Are  the  sick  in  the  institution  treated  in  their  separate  cells  or  in  the  infirmary? 

From  the  defective  state  of  the  sewerage  in  the  infirmary  we  were  unable  to  occupy  it  since 
the  house  opened;  consequently  we  were  obliged  to  keep  the  patients  in  cells,  and  we  "Ot 
a dormitory  "where  there  was  no  fire-place.  When  we  had  more  than  one  patient  we  were 
obliged  to  put  them  into  the  dormitory,  in  which  there  was  no  fire-place,  and  where  their 
comforts  could  not  be  attended  to. 


10701.  Is  there  any  means  of  heating  the  long  corridors  and  separate  rooms  except  by  the 
fire-places  in  the  day-rooms  and  corridors? — None  whatever,  and  they  are  in  the  outer  walls. 

10702.  Are  they  of  any  use  whatever  in  heating  the  cells  or  dormitories  ?— None,  nor  for 
heating  the  corridors. 


10703.  You  spoke  of  defective  sewerage  having  prevented  the  infirmary  from  being  used 
— state  the  defects  ? — The  main  sewer  ran  through  the  infirmary  under  the  floor,  and  from 
some  imperfection  in  the  joining  of  the  pipes  there  was  an  escape  of  noxious  gas  which  got 
up  through  the  flooring,  and  rendered  the  infirmary  totally  uninhabitable.  The  stoker  or 
the  fireman  slept  for  a short  time  there  and  got  disease  immediately,  and  was  very  near  losing 
his  life  from  sleeping  there. 

10704.  At  what  depth  under  the  floor  of  the  infirmary  did  the  sewerage  run  ? — I cannot 
say  exactly,  but  it  was  perhaps  three  feet. 

10705.  This  arrangement  of  the  main  sewer  passing  under  tlie  infirmary  was  part  of  the 

riginal  plan  ? — Yes,  it  was  part  of  the  original  plan. 

10706.  Arc  the  Governors  taking  steps  to  alter  that? — Yes. 

10707.  Do  you  find  that  the  patients  suffer  much  from  cold  in  winter? — They  do.  The 
want  of  heat  in  the  corridors  and  cells,  and  through,  in  fact,  the  entire  building,  is  very  great 
in  cold  weather.  It  is  a very  great  defect  I consider  in  the  building.  The  patients  suffer 
greatly  from  tlie  intense  cold  in  the  winter. 

10708.  Are  the  day-rooms  comfortable? — Yes,  tlie  day-rooms  are  tolerably  comfortable. 

10709.  Are  there  not  large  folding  doors  at  each  side  opening  into  the  corridors? — Yes ; 
but  they  are  constantly  closed,  and  we  put  in  slips  to  keep  out  the  cold. 

10710.  Are  measures  being  taken  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  furniture  in  the  corridors  and 
apartments  ? — To  a certain  extent.  There  are  a few  tables  and  chairs  supplied,  but  the  Gover- 
nors, I have  no  doubt,  will  supply  any  furniture  that  will  be  necessary.  They  have  been 
most  anxious  to  attend  to  the  comforts  of  the  patients  in  every  respect  suggested. 

10711. 1 believe  the  Governors  are  also  taking  steps  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  windows  ? 
— They  are.  The  fact  was,  the  Governors  did  not  like  to  take  any  steps  till  they  saw  what  the 
Treasury  would  do.  They  delayed  ordering  a better  supply  of  furniture  until  they  ascer- 
tained how  the  Treasury  would  act. 

10712.  The  decision  of  the  Treasury  has  been  given  in  the  present  year? — The  decision  of 
the  Treasury  has  been  given  in  the  present  year,  and  I have  no  doubt,  now  that  the  Governors 
have  got  that  decision,  that  they  will  make  the  house  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

10713.  Where  do  the  patients  dine? — The  female  patients  in  the  recreation-hall,  a large 
room  in  front  of  the  chapel ; the  male  patients  dine  in  separate  rooms. 

10714.  Have  you  found  that  the  association  of  the  patients  at  their  meals  has  been  advan- 
tageous ? — Most  advantageous.  At  my  suggestion  the  Governors  are  about  erecting  a large 
dining-hall,  where  all  the  patients  both  male  and  female  cau  associate  at  meal-time,  which,  I 
think,  will  contribute  very  much  to  their  comfort. 

10715.  What  was  the  proportion  of  separate  cells  in  the  building,  as  originally  designed? 
— one-fifth. 

10716.  Did  you  find  that  was  not  sufficient? — It  was  not  at  all  sufficient. 

10717.  What  measures  have  been  taken  to  provide  additional  separate  accommodation? — 
The  Treasury  allowed  a separate  sum  for  separate  cells,  and  the  Governors  have  ordered  the 
architect  to  provide  additional  cells,  both  in  the  infirmary  and  in  the  lower  portions  of  the 
building ; but  the  sum  allowed  would  not  he  at  all  sufficient  to  provide  the  necessary  number 
of  cells.  , They  are  providing  the  single  cells,  however,  as  far  as  the  money  would  allow 
them  to  go. 

' 10718.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  use  of  associated  dormitories  for  the  more  convalescent 
class? — Yes,  I am. 
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10719.  Then  the  desire  to  erect  an  additional  number  of  separate  cells  has  not  arisen  fi- 
nny objection  to  the  association  of  patients  who  may  be  so  classed  in  dormitories? No-  th0D1 

was  not  a single  cell  for  a refractory  case.  ' ’ tQere 

, 10720.  Was  the  infirmary  a collection  of  separate  cells?— There  were  two  dormitories  in 

the  infirmary  at  each  side,  two  for  males  and  two  for  females ; twelve  beds  at  each  si  I 
making  twenty-four  beds  altogether  in  the  infirmary.  There  was  no  day-room  attached  to  t 
for  the  convalescent  patients  to  sit  in,  which  was  another  want.  u 

10721.  In  the  new  arrangements  which  are  being  made,  will  that  part  of  the  buildino 
originally  intended  for  an  infirmary  be  made  available  for  the  sick? — Yes.  ° 

10722.  Is  the  supply  of  water  sufficient?— At  present  it  is.  It  was  defective  some  time 
ago  and  the  Governors  ordered  a new  well  to  be  sunk. 

10723.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  providing  a sufficient  amount  of  water  for  the  institution 
■ supposing  it  to  be  full  ? — Well,  I believe  there  is  some  difficulty. 

10724.  How  is  the  water  derived? — From  two  spring  wells.' 

10725.  Have  you  found  that  the  arrangements  for  baths  and  water-closets  were  perfect?— 
The  baths  were  very  imperfect.  The  pipe  from  the  bath  and  the  pipe  from  the  water- 
closet  were  connected ; one  ran  into  the  other,  into  the  main  pipe,  and  sometimes,  when 
the  water-closet  pipe  became  stopped,  there  was  a regurgitation  into  the  bath.  ’There 
should  have  been  separate  pipes.  There  was  no  way  of  giving  a constant  supply  of  water 
to  the  wards.  I should  state  that  the  water-closets  are  in  a very  imperfect  condition  • thev 
are  very  offensive  to  the  attendants  who  take  care  of  them.  ’ 3 

10726.  Does  that  arise  from  the  construction  of  them? — They  have  pans  with  plugs  in 

them.  The  attendants  are  obliged  to  o-o  everv  mornino-  t.n  tlwm  ov.,1  

into  tin 
do  not  e 


order  generally  vei-y  soon. 


round  them,  and  they  get  out  of 


1.0727.  When  the  new  arrangements,  which  are  being  made,  are  completed,  a constant 
supply  of  hot  water  will  be  available? — Yes. 

10728.  What  amusements  are  provided  for  the  patients?— There  is  a large  ball-court 

erected  for  the  male  patients  to  play  in ; they  have  also  occasional  evening  amusements 

dancing  and  music  in  the  recreation-hall. 

10729.  Are  any  of  the  attendants  enabled  to  contribute  to  the  amusement  of  the  patients'* 
—Yes;  there  is  a band  formed  amongst  the  attendants,  to  which  die  Governors  kindly  con- 
tributed the  surn  of  £20  to  provide  instruments.  They  also  pay  the  gate  porter  an  additional 
sum  tor  his  services  as  a musician.  He  contributes  considerably  to  the  amusement  of  the 
patients,  occasionally.  On  that  account  the  gate  porter  gets  a larger  sum  than  he  would 
otherwise  receive. 

subscribe  ^ th°r°  °"7  IibraI7  °f  b“°ks  Yes ; a library ; the  officers  of  the  house 

,1?781-  * F6;™™  7??  musical  and  other  entertainments  have  had  a most 

salutary  effect  ? — Decidedly. 

Pat  bedt!inS  is  llsed  generally  in  the  house  ?— Cocoa  fibre  generally. 

Paye  y™  {ound  flat  to  answer?— So  far  I have  found  it  to  answer. 
iU7d4.  Is  the  clothing  of  the  patients  made  up  in  the  house  ?— The  female  clothing  is  made 
up  in  the  house,  and  part  of  the  male  clothing. 

10735.  Are  there  any  trades  amongst  the  patients  ?— Shoe-making,  carpentering,  and 
tauoi-mg.  ±he  female  patients  are  engaged  at  sewing  and  knitting. 

107db.  Is  there  a school  in  the  asylum  ? — There  is  no  school. 

10737.  Do  you  tiiink  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  a school  where  instruction  would 
be  given  to  those  capable  of  reading  and  writing,  as  a means  of  occupation  ? — I think  it  would. 

e had  it  in  contemplation.  I mentioned  some  time  ago  to  the  Governors  that  we  intended 
o get  up  a school,  and  that  the  clerk  would  instruct  those  who  attended  as  soon  as  we  got 
the  house  in  order. 

10738.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  religious  worship? — Morning  and  evening  prayers 
are  read  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  house.  The  Protestant  and  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
men attend  on  Sundays. 

10739.  Do  you  mean  that  morning  and  evening  prayer  is  read  to  the  inmates  of  all  per- 
Sl^n°7^A  w GS  ’ t0  tbe  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  at  certain  horns. 

1U740.  Not  one  prayer  for  all?— No;  separate  prayers  for  each  denomination.  The  matron 
reads  the  prayers  for  Protestants,  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and  the  clerk  and  storekeeper, 
Roman  Catholic,  reads  prayers  for  the  Roman  Catholics,  morning  and  evening, 
b fid’  ^ ™ere  a c iaPe^  attached  to  the  building? — There  is  a chapel  attached  to  the 

10742.  Are  the  chaplains  allowed  admission  to  patients  in  the  establishment  whenever 
they  require,  or  do  you  exercise  a control  over  their  admission  ? — Yes ; if  it  is  not  right  for 
se®  a patient, mention  it  to  them,  and  they  are  always  guided  by  me  in  that  respect. 

• j v ' t.  a cbaplain  desired  to  see  a patient,  whom  you  considered  was  in  such  a state  of 
mind  that  he  would  not  profit  by  the  visit,  or  would  be  excited  on  religious  subjects,  would 
you  feel  it  your  duty  to  prevent  the  visit?— Certainly. 

10744.  What  proportion  of  the  inmates  usually  attend  divine  service More  than 

two-thirds. 

10745.  Have  you  found  that  they  have  been  orderly  or  otherwise? — Generally  very 
orderly.  There  is  an  occasional  case  of  a person  becoming  excited,  but,  generally  speaking, 
they  are  very  orderly. 
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generally  1i  sermon!^'^115  ^ ^ Preac^ing  ? ^Yes,  tile  Protestant  chaplain  preaches  S™.. 

Inltl'  Sn68.*'  R°m!m.  9atllolic  chaplain  preach  ?— No,  lie  does  not. 

to  have  chaplains  in  an  institution  of  the  kind.  b not  M-D- 

a iaf^Tes616  " “ TiSiti"8  1*3™">  “ttilcW  *»  ‘he  institution  although  you  are  Th.  Medical  M.,n_ 

10750.  What  portion  of  the  medical  duties  falls  to  him? — He  generally  nrescrihes  for  the  ^h??ician; 

« fefpS  T ^ ”<> Performs  all  th eJxst  wcSfi  **  * V 

by“  u?-We ^gSie“both  iahta  " C0!,SMera,i  by  the  ™!*’S  P^sichm  or  U *- 

**  *»  Md is  * >-■  held 

10753  Has  tlie  fact  of  your  being  a medical  man  led  to  any  different  arrangement  of  the 
duties  of  manager  and  visiting  physician  in  this  institution?— I think  it  has:  of  course  the 
meSlmanS1Cian  n0t  S°  duty  t0  do  88  he  would  wliere  there  was  not  a resident 

JJKSf  P°  7?u  Inscribe  as  well  as  the; visiting  physician  for  cases?— I do,  in  his  absence. 

10755.  In  point  of  fact,  is  there  any  distinct  line  marking  your  respective  duties,  or  are 
they  so  associated  that  they  might  possibly  clash  ?-There  is  no  distinct  line  of  demarcation 
between  oni  duties  ; we  generally  do  our  business  conjointly. 

10756.  Do  .you  think  it  desirable  there  should  be  a more  distinct  specification  of  the  duties 
of  each  officer  ?— -Not  as  the  medical  officers  are  at  present ; the  more  they  do  tlieir  duty  in 
conjunction  with  one  another  the  better.  J 

10757.  Supposing  a difference  of  opinion  existed  between  you  and  the  visiting  physician  as 
to  the  way  a particular  case  of  insanity  should  be  treated,  whose  opinion  shoiild  guide  the 
practice  to  be  pursued  ? — I do  not  think  that  case  is  likely  to  arise. 

10758.  Supposing  it  did?— I being  resident  medical  Officer,  1 think  I would  treat  the 
patient  as  I myself  thought  desirable. 

10759.  You  are  aware  that  the  title  of  resident  medical  officer  is  not  yet  a title  acknow- 
Mged  by  the  Privy  Council  regulations,  and  that  your  appointment  is  a non-professional 


. 10760.  That  being  the  case,  do  you  suppose  if  the  visiting  physician  insisted  upon  treat- 
ing a patient  according  to  his  own  views  you  could  resist  that?— According  to  the  present 
law  I could  not  resist  that. 

10761.  Supposing  the  law  altered,  and  the  office  you  now  hold  should  be  distinctly  regulated  Consulting  Phy- 
as  an  office  for  the  medical  and  moral  treatment  of  the  insane,  how  far  do  you  consider  it  6icians;  6UfSical 
would  be  advisable  to  have  a second  medical  person  attached  to  this  institution  ?— 1 think  Asylum°.nS  “ 
cases  will  arise  from  time  to  time  where  consultation  is  indispensable  in  hospitals.  Con- 
sulting physicians  are  attached  to  all  the  Dublin  hospitals. 

10762.  in  cases  requiring  surgical  operations,  are  the.  operations  performed  by  you  or  by 
the  visiting  physician  ? — We  have  not  had  cases  requiring  actual  surgical  operations  since 
the  opening  of  the  institution,  but  Dr.  Little,  the  visiting  physician,  would,  of  course,  perform 
any  operation  required  to  he  done.  Any  trivial  operations  that  have  been  required,  he  has 
generally  performed  them. 

10763.  You  stated  that  previous  to  being  connected  with  this  institution  you  were  a 
medical  attendant  of  the  workhouse? — Yes. 

10764.  Do  you  now  hold  that  office? — I do  not. 

10765.  Do  you  engage  in  any  private  practice? — Occasionally  I do. 

10766.  Is  that  practice  merely  connected  with  insanity,  or  is  it  general  medical  practice? 

— General  medical  practice. 

. 10767.  How  frequently  are  inspections  of  the  asylum  made  by  the  Inspectors? — I think  The  Inspectors;  their 
it-  is  about  three  months  since  Dr.  Nugent  was  here;  I could  not  exactly  say  how  often  T*sits  to  the  Asylum, 
they  visit.  &c‘ 

10768.  Do  they  visit  twice  a year? — More  than  twice  a year. 

10769.  Do  they  generally  visit  without  giving  you  notice  of  their  intended  visit? — Gene- 
rally ; they  have  given  me  notice  occasionally,  not  always. 

10770.  Do  they  make  any  record  of  their  visit  in  the  books  of  the  institution? — They  do. 

10771.  Is  that  a mere  record  of  having  visited,  or  does  it  contain  any  opinion  as  to  the  state 
of  the  institution  ? — Sometimes  they  merely  make  an  entry  of  having  visited,  and  sometimes 
they  give  a report  upon  the  general  state  of  the  institution. 

10772.  Do  they  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — Occasionally. 

10773.  Do  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  like  the  other  Governors,  voting  when  a divi- 
sion takes  place  ? — I do  not  remember  that  any  division  occurred  when  the  Inspectors  were 
here,  but  they  take  part  in  the  proceedings  and  make  suggestions. 

10774.  What  officers  are  connected  with  the  institution  besides  yourself,  the  chaplains,  Clerk  and  Store- 
and  visiting  physician  ? — The  matron,  clerk  and  storekeeper,  steward,  gardener,  and  the  farm^ccoun^'audli 
attendants.  of. 

10775.  Does  the  clerk  and  storekeeper  live  on  the  premises? — Yes. 

10776.  Does  the  steward? — Yes. 

10777.  Does  he  superintend  the  farm  accounts? — Yes. 

10778.  Who  keeps  account  of  the  work  done  by  tradesmen? — The  clerk  and  storekeeper. 

10779.  The  accounts,  I believe,  are  audited  by  the  Board  of  Audit? — Yes. 
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10780.  Have  you  found  any  long  interval  to  elapse  between  the  period  at  which  the 
accounts  are  made  out  and  the  time  of  audit? — It  is  only  within  the  last  two  months,  I think 
that  they  have  been  auditing  the  first  accounts  of  the  institution. 

10781.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  to  arise  from  the  control  exercised  by  the  Privy 
Council  over  your  expenditure? — No,  I think  not. 

10782.  There  is  also  an  apothecary  attached  to  the  institution? — Yes. 

10783.  Does  lie  reside  on  the  premises  ? — He  does  not. 

10784.  Arc  the  medicines  provided  by  him,  or  arc  they  provided  by  the  Governors  ? They 

are  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Governors  in  Dublin,  and  compounded  by  him. 

10785.  How  often  does  the  apothecary  visit? — Generally  everyday;  occasionally  he  may 
not,  but  he  mentions  to  us  when  he  cannot  come. 

10786.  Supposing  the  charge  of  the  sick  was  placed  in  your  hands,  would  you  approve  of 
having  an  attending  physician  paid  by  salary  or  merely  for  his  visit  whenever  his  attendance 
was  required  ? — That  would  be  a matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  Governors  altogether. 

10787.  Are  the  persons  who  fall  sick,  independently  of  being  afflicted  with  insanity,  directly 
under  your  care,  or  under  the  care  of  the  visiting  physician? — We  both  attend  them. 

10788.  Do  you  see  them  first? — We  see  them  together,  and  I see  them  frequently  in  the 
day  from  time  to  time. 

10789.  What  are  the  means  by  which  you  or  the  visiting  physician  is  informed  of  the 
occurrence  of  any  sickness? — By  the  attendants;  they  have  orders  to  report  to  me  the 
slightest  accident  or  illness,  and  they  report  it  also  in  the  book;  but  I desire  them,  notwith- 
standing that,  to  come  and  report  to  me  at  once,  personally,  at  the  same  time  that  they  have 
to  note  it  in  their  book.  I do  not  wait  to  see  that  book,  but,  as  I have  mentioned,  give 
orders  to  them  to  have  word  sent  to  my  room  of  any  sudden  illness. 

10790.  Does  every  attendant  keep  a day-book  in  which  to  enter  such  occun-ences? — Yes. 

10791.  You  have  stated  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  establish  separate  asylums 
for  incurable  cases,  than  to  have  the  incurables  mixed  up  with  curables  in  those  asylums 
throughout  the  country? — Yes;  that  is  as  a remedy  for  the  asylum  becoming  overcrowded. 

10792.  Supposing  that  objection  or  difficulty  were  met  by  the  extension  of  the  asylum,  so 
as  to  receive  increased  numbers,  would  you  still  be  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  separate 
institutions  for  incurable  cases? — Yes;  in  any  asylum  that  exceeded  300  patients.  I do  not 
think  it  advisable  to  have  more  than  from  250  to  300  patients  in  an  asylum. 

10793.  That  is  merely  as  regards  the  size  of  the  asylum;  independently  of  any  other  con- 
sideration, would  you  deem  it  well  to  have  the  incurable  separated  from  the  curable  cases? 
— I think  I would;  my  experience  leads  me  to  that  opinion. 

10794.  Would  there  be  any  economy  in  the  arrangement? — I doubt  that  there  would  be 
much  economy.  I think  it  is  a bad  principle  to  economize  with  lunatic  patients. 

10795.  How  would  you  propose  to  distinguish  the  curable  from  the  incurable  cases? — 
For  instance,  cases  of  dementia  and  cases  of  very  long  standing  from  physical  disease. 

10796.  You  would  regulate  the  distinction  by  the  duration  of  the  disease? — In  a great 
measure. 


10797.  Then  would  you  laydown  any  definite  time  at  the  end  of  which  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  remove  a patient  from  an  asylum  like  this  to  an  establishment  for  incurables? — 
I would  not  depend  altogether  upon  time ; I would  depend  upon  the  general  appearance  and 
symptoms  of  the  patients. 

10798.  But  still  you  are  aware  patients  recover  after  several  years  ? — I am  aware  that  there 
are  rare  instances,  exceptional  cases. 

10799.  But  still  patients  who  might  he  removed  to  an  incurable  asylum  might  afterwards 
recover? — It  is  possible. 

10S00.  If  you  adopted  the  principle  of  removing  incurable  cases  to  a separate  establishment 
might  it  not  happen  that  you  would  deprive  an  asylum  like  this  of  the  useful  labour  of  a 
great  many  able-bodied  patients,  who  although  incurable  are,  notwithstanding,  able  to  do 
the  work  of  the  place? — Yes;  but  there  might  he  ground  attached  to  the  establishment  for 
. _ incurables  and  they  might  be  as  well  occupied  there  as  here, 

convalescent  “it?2  1080  L w^at  are  the  advantages  that  would  result  from  removing  the  incurables  to  a 

other  cases.  separate  establishment — you  have  stated  none  that  would  not  be  attached  to  the  district 

asylum? — I think  the  patients' would  not  he  so  well  attended  to  if  they  were  all  together  in 
the  one  asylum,  and  I think  that  many  of  the  patients  who  are  becoming  convalescent  do 
not  like  to  associate  with  incurable  cases,  who  annoy  them  considerably  and  retard  their 
recovery. 

10802.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  curable  cases  are  very  frequently  more  violent  and  noisy 
in  their  demeanour  than  the  incurable  cases? — I say  when  the  curable  cases  are  convalescent, 
then  I think  it  is  not  judicious  to  mix  them  up  with  the  incurable  cases.  They  have  become 
quiet  and  tranquil  at  that  stage  and  are  aware  of  their  former  state,  and  I do  not,  therefore, 
like  mixing  them  with  the  incurables. 

10803.  But  will,  they  not  be  mixed  with  cases  that  are  very  often  more  violent  and  offensive 
in  their  language  than  the  incurables? — They  can  be  classified  and  they  need  not  be  mixed 
with  such  cases. 

10804.  Suppose  a ward  in  which  there  are  five  curable  cases  and  five  incurable  cases, 
may  not  any  of  the  curable  cases  that  are  convalescent  be  as  much  annoyed  by  any  of  the 
other  curable  cases  as  by  the  incurables  ? — I would  not  mix  convalescent  patients  tip 
curable  cases  that  would  annoy  them ; I would  keep  them  separate. 

10805.  You  think  the  presence  of  incurable  cases  injurious  to  convalescent  patients-  4 
think  so. 
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10S14.  How  would  you  propose  to  provide  for  that  class  who  are  not  able  to  pay  in 
private  asylums,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not  desire  to  be  received  as  paupers,  and  are 
really  forbidden  under  the  present  law  to  be  received  into  district  asylums? — I think  there 
:l  be  some  portion  of  the  asylum  set  apart  for  them. 

!15.  Who  orders  wine  and  extras  for  the  patients?— I generally  order  them  myself,  and 


10806.  Do  you  think  the  convalescent  patients  in  a lunatic  asylum  axe  capable  of  distin- 
guishing between  those  who  arc  curable  and  those  who  are  incurable? — No;  I do  not  think 
they  are. 

10807.  Then,  if  they  are  not,  how  can  they  be  more  annoyed  by  the  incurables  than  the 
curablcs? — What  I wisli  to  convey  is,  that  convalescent  patients  should  not  be  mixed  up 
with  those  that  are  violent  and  refractory,  and  that  lam  of  opinion  it  would  be  better  to  have 
a separate  establishment  for  harmless  and  incurable  cases,  and  to  confine  the  asylum  proper 
for  the  care  of  the  curable  and  violent  cases,  as  otherwise,  in  a few  years  the  asylum  will  be 
filled  with  incurables  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  are  likely  to  be  benefited  by  early 
treatment. 

10808.  You  said  you  would  think  it  advisable,  if  there  were  separate  wards  in  separate 
portions  of  the  building  set  apart  for  them,  to  receive  paying  patients? — Yes. 

10809.  Would  not  that  involve  the  expense  and  trouble  of  having  two  separate  establish- 
ments ? — It  would  to  a certain  extent,  so  far  as  furniture  and  accommodation. 

10810.  And  attendants? — There  would  be  very  few  such  cases. 

10811.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  practicable  to  carry  out  that  arrangement  in  a public 
asylum,  to  have  two  separate  establishments,  which  they  really  would  be? — There  might 
be  a separate  house  on  the  grounds  for  that  class. 

10812.  Supposing  it  were  deemed  advisable  to  admit  paying  patients,  do  you  think  it  would 
be  well  to  leave  the  payment  to  be  required  for  the  support  of  the  patients  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Board  of  Governors,  or  to  have  a fixed  sum,  that  sum  being  exactly  the  cost  of 
maintenance? — Perhaps  it  would  he  better  to  have  a fixed  sum. 

10813.  If  paying  patients  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  asylum,  that  is,  from  the  class  not 
able  to  pay  in  a private  asylum  and  who  do  not  wish  to  be  classed  as  paupers,  is  it  your 
opinion  tliey  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  the  other  patients  in  the  house  ? — I do  not 
think  they  should ; if  that  ckiss  of  patients  are  not  treated  as  they  were  accustomed  to  be 
treated  you  will  interfere  very  much  with  them.  You  must  assimilate  their  condition  in 
the  asylum  as  much  as  possible  to  the  comforts  they  were  accustomed  to. 

10814”  ” * :1-  ^ -1 

private  a 
really  forbidden 
should  be : 

10815. 

the  visiting  physician  also  orders  them.  . 

10816.  Are  those  wines  and  extras  ordered  every  day  for  the  patients,  or  having  been 
once  ordered  arc  they  then  continued  until  discontinued  by  special  direction . —Both  wine 
and  extras  are  continued  until  they  are  ordered  by  myself  or  the  visiting  physician  to  be 
discontinued.  • , , 

10817.  Do  you  tliink  it  might  be  more  advisable  to  have  an  order  made  every  day,  so  as 
to  prevent  abuse  ? — I think  it  would.  ...  . 

10818.  In  the  form  of  admission  which  is  issued  you  require  it  to  be  certified  that  the  patient 
is  not  a born  idiot — are  you  aware  that  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Privy 
Council  ? — I am  not  aware.  0 T i 

10819.  Who  decides  whether  a patient  is  fit  to  attend  religious  worship  or  not  ?— 1 do  gene- 
rallv;  I give  the  order.  , . , , . ...  , . 0 

10820.  Do  you  do  that  for  each  patient  on  each  day  on  which  there  is  religious  worship  ?— 

10821.  Do  you  yourself  attend  religious  worship  when  the  patients  are  there?— I do  not, 
generally.  I am  a Protestant,  and  I do  not  attend  the  Roman  Catholic  worship.  I go  into 
Sie  gallery  occasionally,  and  look  in  to  see  liow  the  patients  are  conducting  themselves ; I 
do  not  remain  there  during  the  service ; I do,  occasionally,  at  the  Protestant  service,  and  I 
occasionally  read  the  prayers  myself  for  the  Protestants.  ......  . , 

10822.  Do  you  ever  converse  with  any  of  the  patients  who  have  attended  religious  sei  vice, 

°r  M824  IW  you' by emmrsatim  with  them  found  that  any  large  proportion  offte  patients 
who  attended  at  the  service  were  capable  of  appreciating  what  was  said  to  them . I have 
not  by  individual  conversations. 

10825.  You  have  but  one  chapel? — Only  one  chapel.  . . . .• 

10826.  Have  you  observed  any  dissatisfaction  manifested  by  any.  of  the  patients  at  bein 

obliged  to  use  a^aceofworslupalsonsedbyperaons  of  a different  religious  persuasion.  None 

10827.  Have  Vou  never  heid  of  any  thing  of  that  sort  m the 

10828.  How  are  the  hours  for  religious  service  ouSundays  ai™f 
clergyman  has  sendee  in  the  mormng  between  nine  and  ten  o clock,  generally  at  half-past 
nine;  anil  the  Protestant  chaplain  in  the  afternoon,  from  three  to  foul  0 clock. 

10829.  Then  there  is  a considerable  interval  between  the  two  services  ?-A  considerable 

is  not  sent  for  at  all.  The  Roman  Catholic  chapkun  generally  does  not  come  unless  he  is 

Seif)831.  Are  you  aware  whether  or  not  the  Protestant  clergyman  doesconversewi^tbe 
patients  on  relfoious  subjects?— I.  am  not  aware  of  that;  I am  not  generally  with  him  on 
his  visits.  I have  been  occasionally  with  him  when  he  attended  sick  patients. 


Sligo. 

Sliqn  District 
Asylum. 

John  M‘Munn,  Esq., 
M.D. 


Paying  patients ; dif- 
ference in  treatment. 


Medical  extras. 


The  form  of  admis- 
sion ; religious  minis- 
trations ; the  Chap- 
lains. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


480 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION 


Sligo. 

Sligo  District 
Asylum. 

John  M‘Munn,  Esq., 

M.D. 

Restraint. 


The  attendants. 


Question  of  rate  of 
payment  for  paying 
patients;  tlieir 
treatment. 


10832.  Then  yon  cannot  speak  from  personal  observation  of  the  moral  influence  upon  the 
patients  from  the  clergyman’s  conversation  with  them  ? — I cannot  speak  of  the  moral  influence 
arising  from  his  conversations  with  them  individually. 

10833.  Is  restraint  practised  at  all  in  this  asylum? — Very  rarely. 

10834.  What  instruments  of  restraint  are  used? — Merely  the  “ chancellor,”  a jacket  with 
sleeves. 

10835.  Are  the  instruments  of  restraint  kept  in  your  custody  or  in  that  of  attendants? — In 
mine. 

10836.  They  cannot  be  used  without  your  authority? — Impossible. 

10837.  Does  any  examination  take  place  of  the  candidates  for  the  appointment  of  attendants 
in  this  institution? — No  examination. 

10838.  Are  they  required  to  read  and  write? — Yes. 

10839.  In  fact,  at  present  do  all  the  attendants  in  this  asylum  know  how  to  read  and  write? 
— Yes,  all  read  and  write. 

10840.  Have  you  found  that  the  wages  allowed  are  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  com- 
petent persons  ? — So  far  I have  found  them  sufficient. 

10841.  Do  you  keep  all  the  books  required  by  the  regulations,  the  Registi’y  Book  and  the 
Daily  Statement  Book? — Yes. 

10842.  In  what  way  do  you  communicate  any  thing  you  may  require,  your  wants  or  other- 
wise, to  the  Board  of  Governors — is  it  in  writing  in  a distinct  book  for  the  purpose,  or  by  a 
verbal  statement? — Generally  by  a verbal  statement. 

10S43.  Of  course  there  will  be  no  record  if  the  application  is  refused? — No.  I wish  here 
to  explain  evidence  I have  given  relative  to  paying  patients.  1 think  the  sum  to  be  paid 
should  be  fixed,  and  that  it  should  be  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  a patient  in  the  asylum. 
Persons  who  could  not  pay  that  and  could  afford  only  £5  or  £10  should  not  be  required 
to  pay.  For  instance,  a poor  struggling  farmer'  might,  in  a prosperous  year,  be  able  to  give 
£5  or  £10,  and  the  next  year  he  might  not  be  able  to  give  any  thing.  From  such  a man 
I would  not  take  the  money. 

10844.  You  also  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  those  patients  who  pay  should  have  superior 
comforts  in  the  asylum? — As  near  as  possible  to  what  they  were  accustomed  to. 

10845.  Do  you  consider  that  a patient  paying  the  full  cost  of'  his  maintenance  should  have 
any  additional  comforts  or  indulgences ? — Only  so  far  as  he  was  accustomed  to  at  home; 
for  instance,  porridge  is  the  ordinary  breakfast  for  the  pauper  patients,  and  if  a patient  was 
accustomed  to  tea  at  home  for  breakfast  I would  give  him  tea. 

10S4G.  You  would  not  carry  this  principle  so  far  as  to  allow  a man  a carriage  to  drive  in 
because  he  had  been  accustomed  to  one? — No. 

10847.  Supposing  a discretion  was  left  to  the  Board  ofGovernors  as  to  the  sum  that  should 
be  received  from  patients,  would  you  consider  that  a man  paying  £5  or  £10  a-year  should  have 
additional  comforts,  or  should  be  treated  as  he  was  accustomed  to  be  treated  at  home? — Yes. 

10S48.  Do  you  consider  that  the  existence  of  a class  of  patients  in  tlie  institution  treated 
differently  from  the  other  inmates  would  not  lead  to  jealousy? — No,  we  would  take  the 
precaution  of  keeping  them  separate. 

10849.  Your  asylum  not  being  at  present  fully  occupied  you  are  enabled  to  give  that  accom- 
modation, but  supposing  the  asylum,  as  is  the  case  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  was  quite  full, 
you  would  not  be  able  to  afford'  that  separate  accommodation? — We  would  be  always  able 
to  afford  it ; the  day-rooms  at  present  could  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 

10850.  In  any  case  you  consider  that  paying  patients  should  have  those  additional  comforts 
you  speak  of? — Yes. 

10851.  And  that  it  would  not  lead  to  any  jealousy  amongst  the  other  patients  ? — I think  not. 

10852.  Do  you  not  think  the  patients  would  communicate  with  each  other  in  some  way  ? — 
They  might. 

10853.  If  you  were  to  treat  the  patients  who  paid  merely  the  cost  of  maintenance  better 
than  you  would  treat  the  other  patients  in  the  house  how  would  the  expense  to  the  institu- 
tion be  borne  ? — Of  course  the  rate-payem  must  pay  the  additional  expense. 

10854.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  carry  on  without  great  injury  and  dissatisfac- 
tion a large  establishment  where  any  proportion  of  the  patients  would  be  better  treated  than 
other  patients  under  the  same  roof? — Quite  possible ; no  matter  how  full  the  house  was  it 
could  be  carried  on  without  any  injury  or  disturbance.  It  has  a very  injurious  effect  upon 
patients  to  deprive  them  of  comforts  they  were  accustomed  to,  and  it  retards  their  recovery 
more  or  less. 


W. Little,  Esq.,  u.d.  William  Little,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

U hat  “PP0;11*”6"*  a°  y°“  llold  in  this  “y1™1  ?— Visitmg  physician. 

«f  his  duties.  tuoob.  Have  you  held  that  appointment  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  r — *es-  . 

10857.  As  visiting  physician,  what  attendance  do  you  give  the  institution,  and  what  duties 
do  you  discharge  ? — Practically,  I attend  on  the  whole  of tener  than  every  second  day ; there 
may  be  days  on  which,  from  other  engagements,  I may  be  absent,  but  I more  than  pull  that 
up  afterwards,  and  I am  never  absent  without  Dr.  M‘Munn’s  consent  and  approbation. 

10858.  Do  you  attend  on  admission  days  when  the  patients  are  being  received  ?— -N°> not 
regularly,  because  I sometimes  come  at  indefinite  periods,  but  I am  sure  either  to  be  here 
that  day  or  the  next  day,  and  I become  acquainted  with  the  cases.  I enter  the  name  in  a 
book,,  and  I conceive  it  more  judicious  to  wait  for  a short  time  and  observe  the  species  o 
insanity,  after  which  I can  give  more  details.  I do  not  take  down  the  case  fully  till  e 
patient  is  in  the  house  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  till  I have  had  several  conversations 
with  him,  and  then  I can  judge  of  him  better  than.  I could  at  the  time  of  his  admission; 
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selves-  oi  u m must  eases,  m some  cases  wo  nrnl  it  not  easy  to  get  rid  of  cm*ed  patients 

10863.  Why?— Sometimes  the  friends  have  not  appeared  very  anxious  to  come  for  tliem. 

10864.  JJrom  your  knowledge  of  the  country  generally,  do  vou  consider  lunacy  is  on  the 
increase  or  otherwise? — Well,  I could  not  sav. 

10865.  Do  you  keep  a Case  Book? — ~Yes.  ‘ 

10866.  Are  you  acouaiiited  with  the  provision  made  in  gaols  for  the  care  of  lunatics?—  Detention  of  lunatics 
Not  very  well,  indeed.  . I am  honorary  surgeon  to  the  gaol,  and  only  go  when  sent  for  by  'n  gaols ; theinfir- 
the  physician,  and  that  is  very  seldom  indeed.  ' J maT- 

10867.  Is  there,  in  point  of  fact,  any  special  arrangement  for  the  treatment  of  lunatic  pri- 
soners in  the  gaol  ? — I do  not  think  there  is  for  the  medical  treatment  of  insanity  per  sc. 

The  incidental  diseases  of  lunatics  are  treated  by  the  physician  the  same  as  those  of  any 
other  patient  in  the  gaol . 

1086S.  It  lias  been  stated  that  from  certain  causes  a portion  of  tliis  building  originally 
intended  for  an  infirmary  could  not  he  used — are  you  in  favour  of  treating  lunatics  who  are 
suffering  from  bodily  ailments  in  an  infirmary  or  in  separate  cells? — I should  prefer  the 
infirmary ; it  is  more  regular,  and  more  consonant  with  the  usual  practice,  and  I think  it 
would  be  more  comfortable  for  the  patients,  and  certainly  more  convenient  for  the  physician 
and  surgeon. 

10869.  In  tlie  event  of  the  number  of  lunatic  poor  of  the  district  exceeding  the  accommo- 
dation which  this  asylum  affords,  have  you  ever  thought  in  what  way  the  additional  accom- 
modation might  be  afforded? — I have  not  thought  upon  the  subject. 

10870.  You  have  beard  the  evidence  given  with  reference  to  the  arrangements  for  religious  Religious  ministra- 
worship  and  the  ministrations  of  chaplains  in  this  asylum — what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  tions;  Physician’s 
necessity  of  having  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution  ? — Well,  1 would  be  very  much  communications  to 
inclined  to  take  Dr.  M'Mutin’s  opinion  on  the  subject;  I have  not  thought  much  on  it  treatment  oftheCaI 
myself.  I would  say  there  is  a large  class  of  lunatics  who  would  he  influenced  very  much  patients, 
by  religious  discourse.  I have  not  spoken  to  them  on  the  subject. 

10871.  Do  you  find  that  your  representations  with  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  establish- 
ment in  any  way  are  cordially  received  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  acted  upon? — I 
make  any  representations  of  that  kind  through  Dr.  M‘Munn.  I have  no  immediate  con- 
nexion with  the  Board  of  Governors  on  any  subject  except  by  a monthly  sanitary  return 
which  I make  to  them. 

10872.  Is  that  a report  from  vourself  or  a joint  report? — A joint  report;  we  both  sign  it. 

I read  it  to  Dr.  M'Munn,  and  he  gives  a suggestion  or  makes  eoiTections. 

10873.  Do  you  consider  yourself  responsible  for  the  care  of  patients  who  are  attacked  with 
any  illness? — I consider  myself  responsible  conjointly  with  Dr.  M’Munn.  We  have  always 
pulled  together  very  well,  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  do  our  duty  conjointly  with  as  little 
individual  responsibility  as  possible.  Some  short  time  ago  we  made  an  arrangement  whereby 
we  should  visit  the  house  conjointly  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday.  Although 
that  lias  not  been  very  regularly  carried  out,  yet  it  has  been  to  a certain  extent,  and  we 
mean  to  continue  it.  There  has  never  been  a question  between  us  as  to  individual  respon- 
sibility. We  have  acted  cordially  together.  If  I am  absent  Dr.  M'Munn  takes  the  care  of 
a case,  and  if  lie  has  any  thing  particular  to  suggest  to  me  he  makes  the  suggestion  and  I 
receive  it,  and  vice  versa;  in  that  way  we  manage  it. 

10874.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Dr.  M'Munn  with  reference  to  placing  incurable  Incurable  cases, 
cases  in  a separate  asylum,  what  is  your  opinion  on  that  subject  ? — I have  always  been  of 
opinion  that  it  would  more  conduce  to  the  recovery  of  those  who  are  curable  not  to  have 
them  mixing  indiscriminately  with  incurable  cases. 

•10875.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  class  of  incurables  who  might,  without  injury  to  them- 
selves in  any  way,  be  detained  in  workhouses  ? — I think  there  are  very  many,  indeed ; harm- 
less, quiet  patients,  who  are  decidedly  incurable. 

10876.  You  have  expressed  an  opinion  i n favour  of  having  separate  asylums  for  incurables  ? — 

I thought  the  separation  of  curables  and  incurables  would  be  desirable ; I am  not  prepared 
so  say  that  separate  asylums  should  be  built  for  them.  In  a large  asylum  a separation  might 
l>e  made  between  them.  The  quiet  and  tractable  patients  are  associated  together  as  much 
as  possible. 

10877. 1 thought  I understood  you  to  say  that  the  presence  of  an  incurable  patient  would 
be  more  injurious  than  the  presence  of  a curable  patient  to  a convalescent  patient  ? — I do 
not  sav  as  to  curables  or  incurables,  but  as  to  violent  or  general  demeanour,  for,  as  you 
properly  remarked,  there  may  be  many  curable  patients  more  likely  than  incurables  to  annoy 
other  patients. 

3Q 
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108aJ.  Then  you  practically  make  it  your  duty  to  consider  the  case  as  regards  the  treat- 
miitofiiiffliity  as  well  as  the  treatment  for  any  bodily  disease  the  patient  may  be  afflicted 
with  ?— Certamly ; at  the  same  time  tlie  moral  management  is  carried  out  more  particularly 
by  Dr.  M'Munn,  I frequently  consulting  until  him.  1 * 

10S60.  Do  the  patients  generally  arrive  ut  the  asylum  in  a very  neglected  state,  or  do 
they  present  any  appearance  of  having  been  md-treated?— Sometimes,  but  not  generally 
F>ercc  patients  are  brought  here  very  often  with  marks  of  violence  upon  them,  restrained 
by  ropes  and  in  the  custody  of  the  police,  and  all  that  sort  of  tiling,  but  the  moment  they 
are  admitted  all  the  restraint  is  removed,  and  they  calm  down. 

10861.  Are  you  enabled  to  judge  by  the  condition  of  the  cases  generally  whether  they 
have  been  long  detained  by  their  friends  previous  to  their  being  sent  here?— I think  tliev 
are  generally  not  long  detained;  i would  say  so  from  their  appearance 
10862.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  willingness  or  unwillingness  of  the  people  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  asylum  for  then*  afflicted  relatives?— I think  they  are  glad  to  avail  them- 
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10878.  Do  I understand  you  to  agree  with  Dr.  M'Munn,  that  if  the  incurables  were  rem  • i 
from  this  asylum  there  should  still  be  a separation  of  those  who  were  convalescent  fro  °d 
others  in  the  same  asylum? — I think  a separation  would  be  desirable,  but  I do  not  tlfik  • > 
could  be  carried  out.  You  would  not  like  a convalescent  friend  to  herd  with  and 
patient  who  was  violent.  There  is  a species  of  mimicry  or  infection  or  contagion  in  Jf* 
disease,  and  the  manner  and  demeanour  of  an  excited  violent  patient  may  influence  tl*6 
manner  and  demeanour  of  a curable  patient,  who  would  not  be  violent  exccnt  frnm  Ie 
and  the  influence  of  others.  ' 1 examPle 

10879.  I think  yon  have  joined  Dr.  M'Munn  in  subscribing  to  this  return  of  the  number  of 
curables  and  incurables  in  this  asylum  on  the  1st  January  last? — Yes. 

10880.  By  that  return  it  appeal’s  that  only  twenty-four  cases,  out  of  131,  were  curable- 
nine  males  and  fifteen  females? — That  is  the  return  of  the  supposed  curables.  There 
many  who  may  not  be  so,  and  I am  afraid  some  of  those  called  curables  are  not  so. 

10881.  Then  this  is  even  a favourable  return? — Yes. 


Bernard  Own / Cor/a/t,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10882.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  the  Sligo  District  Asylum? Since  the 

asylum  was  established. 

10883.  Are  you  a frequent  attendant  at  the  Board  ? — I am. 

10884.  Is  there  usually  a quorum  assembled? — I am  not  aware  that  there  was  ever  an 
adjournment  from  want  of  a sufficient  attendance,  except  upon  one  occasion. 

10885.  Do  you  find  that  the  attendance  of  Governors  is  more  from  Sligo  than  from  the 
more  distant  county  of  Leitrim? — It  is  almost  altogether  from  Sligo;  some  of  the  Leitrim 
gentlemen  attend,  but  very  rarely. 

10888.  Some  of  the  Governors  are  connected  with  Sligo  and  Leitrim  by  property? Yes; 

some  of  them,  the  chairman,  for  instance,  and  a few'  others. 

10887.  Do  the  Governors  appoint  a visiting  committee  to  inspect  the  house,  or  do  they 
discharge  that  duty  themselves  ? — There  is  a committee  appointed  by  the  Board,  who  visit 
from  time  to  time. 

10888.  Practically  is  there  an  inspection  of  the  house,  we  will  say  once  a month,  by  the 
Governors? — Yes;  whenever  there  is  a meeting  of  the  Board,  some  two  or  three  of  the 
members  go  visit  the  house  also. 

10889.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics 
f “iem1jers  t'lc  Board? — I think  it  is  very  advisable  that  they  should  be  members 
of  the  Board,  so  that  whenever  they  attended  they  could  take  part  in  the  proceedings  and 
give  any  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  local  Governors. 

10S90.  Do  you  think  they  should  sit  at  the  Board  with  the  same  powers  of  voting  and 
otherwise  as  the  other  members,  or  that  they  should  attend  merely  as  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
do  at  Boards  of  Guardians? — I think  an  attendance  similar  to  that  of  Poor  Law  Inspectors 
at  Boards  of  Guardians  would  be  quite  sufficient. 

10891.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Governors  are  appointed,  namely, 
by  the  Executive  Government?— I am  of  opinion  that  they  should  not  all  he  appointed  by  the 
(•°r,enmient’  the  rate-payers  should  have  a voice  in  the  appointment.  The  Board 

of  Governors  should  be  constituted  much  in  the  same  way  that  Boards  of  Guardians  are- 
one  half  should  be  e.r  offirio,  or  nominated  by  the  Government,  and  the  other  half  elected 
ir  oooatr[l1ayerS;  ar^'an&emeilt>  I think,  would  give  more  satisfaction. 

1089 x.  Do  you  think  if  it  were  provided  that  a certain  number  of  members  of  the  Board 
should  be  chosen,  say  by  the  Grand  J ury,  and  other  members  by  the  Town  Council  of  the 
orough  in  the  district,  that  such  an  arrangement  would  meet  the  difficulties  which  exist  as 
to  the  rate-payers  not  being  represented  on  the  Board  ? — No ; I would  not  think  that  sufficient ; 
because  1 think  the  same  Governors  would  be  elected  by  the  Gi’and  Jury  that  would  be 
chosen  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

1089b.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  control  which  is  at  present  exercised  by  the  Executive 
authority,  or  at  least  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  with  respect  to  the  forma- 
ion  of  districts  and  the  erection  of  asylums? — I am  not  aware  of  any  objection  to  that 
system.  J 

10894.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  leave  it  to  the  Board  of  Governors 
to  erect  the  asylums  and  superintend  the  works,  or  leave  it,  as  has  heretofore  been  the  case, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government  and  Board  of  Works? — I think  if  it  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  Governors  there  would  be  a greater  saving,  and  the  business  would  be 
much  better  managed  altogether.  A great  many  changes  have  been  suggested  and  made 
by  the  Governors  here  since  the  building  was  given  up.  The  general  impression  is,  that 
the  building  is  too  expensive  and  has  not  been  erected  in  a satisfactory  or  convenient 
manner. 

10895.  The  cost  of  maintaining  this  institution,  you  are  aware,  is  at  present  defrayed  by 

the  county  rate?— lam. 

1089G.  Are  you  satisfied  with  that  mode  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  the  institution  ? 
— t think  it  is  a very  fair  mode. 

10897.  You  are  aware  that  it  differs  from  the  mode  in  which  paupers  in  workhouses  are 
generally  maintained,  namely,  by  the  poor  rate  ? — My  notion  is  that  the  asylum  should  be 
mamtained  in  the  same  way  as  the  poorhouses  out  of  the  poor  rate*  that  is,  that  the  owners 
of  the  fee  and  .persons  having  an  interest  in  property  should  contribute  towards  the  mainten- 
ance of  this  institution.  That,  I think,  would  be  the  most  equitable  way  of  raising  the 
money. 
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10898.  Were  not  the  existing  arrangements  with  regard  to  land,  made  upon  the  faith  of 
the  present  system,  hy  which  the  occupier  pays  the  whole  cost?— The  occupiers  of  land  pay 
the  whole  of  the  county  cess,  and  arc  under  the  impression  that  they  are  liable  for  all  the 
items  of  which  it  is  made  up.  Although  we  had  not  an  asylum  here  until  a few  years  since, 
yet  we  were  contributing  to  the  maintenance  of  one.  The  general  class  of  occupiers,  I may 
say,  do  not  know  of  all  the  different  items  which  go  to  make  up  the  county  cess,  such  as  the 
cost  of  constabulary  and  the  maintenance  of  the  asylum. 

10899.  With  whom  do  you  consider  that  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  this  institution 
should  rest? — With  the  Governors,  I think. 

10900.  Do  you  include  all  the  superior  officers  as  well  as  the  attendants? — I do. 

10901.  Would  you  leave  any  control  or  veto  with  the  central  authority  respecting  the 
appointments  ?— I would  give  such  a control  to  the  Executive  as  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners exercise  over  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in  such  matters. 

10902.  It  has  been  stated  that  some  patients  who  pay  have  been  admitted  into  this  asylum, 
what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  patients  who  can  pay  for  their  support  being 
maintained  in  an  institution  erected  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  in  general? — I think  that 
patients  whose  families  or  friends  could  not  afford  to  send  them  to  a private  asylum,  and  who 
would  not  wish  to  be  classed  as  paupers,  ought  to  be  received  here  on  their  paying  a certain 
sum,  the  amount  to  he  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Governors,  and  never  to  exceed  the  actual 
cost  of  maintaining  the  patient.  I would  fix  a maximum  and  not  name  a minimum  sum,  for  I 
would  receive  any  amount  that  could  be  afforded,  though  I should  say,  of  course,  that  I would 
not  have  it  less  than  about  £5. 

10903.  If  a sum  were  fixed  which  would  be  exactly  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  main- 
taining a lunatic  in  the  asylum,  and  that  all  who  were  unable  to  pay  that  sum  should  be 
received  as  paupers,  do  you  not  think  that  arrangement  would  meet  such  cases  ? — It  would 
not.  We  have  in  this  house  parties  paying  £10  a year,  who  could  not  pay  £23  ; I know 
there  are  several  cases  of  that  kind. 

10904.  Do  you  think  the  Governors  are  enabled  to  exercise  sufficient  check  so  as  to  prevent 
the  abuse  of  that  indulgence,  as  it  might  be  called? — I am  quite  certain  they  could  in  Sligo. 
There  is  no  part  of  the  county  that  is  not  generally  represented  here,  and  if  there  was  no 
gentleman  present  belonging  to  a district  from  which  an  application  was  made  the  Board 
could  communicate  with  parties  who  would  be  enabled  to  furnish  information. 

10905.  Are  more  minute  inquiries  made  with  respect  to  patients  applying  for  admission  as 
paying  patients  than  with  respect  to  pauper  patients? — A great  deal  more.  The  only 
inquiry  would  be  as  to  the  private  means  of  the  person. 

10906.  Is  there  any  tiling  else  you  ■would  wish  to  state  relative  to  the  subject  of  our  inquiry  ? 
— It  occiu’s  to  me  that  the  certificate  which  it  is  necessary  to  send  with  a patient  cannot  be 
always  complied  with  in  all  respects ; for  instance,  you  cannot  always  get  a guarantee  for 
the  removal  of  cases,  nor  can  you  always  get  a medical  certificate,  and  I think  some  altera- 
tion ought  to  be  made,  so  as  to  apply  a remedy.  If  a case  arises  in  my  neighbourhood,  for 
instance,  there  is  no  relieving  officer  or  no  one  connected  with  the  lunatic  asylum  to  look 
after  the  case.  The  patient  may  he  in  a bad  way,  and  though  the  friends  may  be  able  to 
give  me  information  with  regard  to  him,  they  may  not  give  me  a guarantee  for  his  removal, 
and  a doctor  may  not  be  at  hand  to  give  a certificate ; dispensary  doctors,  for  instance,  are. 
not  obliged  to  give  a certificate.  That  document  from  the  medical  man  certifies  that  he  lias 
visited  the  patient  and  that  it  is  dangerous  to  allow  him  to  he  at  liberty ; that  the  patient  is 
curable  and  a fit  subject  for  admission  to  a lunatic  asylum,  and  is  likely  to  derive  benefit 
from  such  admission.  Of  course  if  the  physician  secs  the  party  the  admission  form  can  be 
filled  up  in  this  respect ; but  I think  there  ought  to  be  another  form  of  certificate  for  extreme 
cases,  where  such  information  as  is  now  required  could  not  be  had,  and  where  there  was  no 
relative  or  friend  to  guarantee  the.  removal  of  the  party  when  cured. 

10907.  You  are  aware  of  the  operation  of  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act,  hy  which  a lunatic 
about  to  commit  a crime  may  he  committed  to  gaol — do  you  consider  that  that  power  of 
direct  committal  to  the  gaol  is  a desirable  one? — No ; I disapprove  of  that,  for  I think  it  is 
injurious  to  the  patient  to  be  sent  to  gaol.  If  a patient  could  be  sent  at  once  to  the  asylum 
it  would  be  much  better. 

10908.  Do  you  think  it  might  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  one  magistrate  to  commit  a person 
direct  to  an  asylum?— I do;  it  might  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  magistrates  or  Governors, 
and  if  a patient  was  admitted  the  case  might  be  brought  forward  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Governors,  and  if  the  person  was  improperly  admitted  he  could  he  turned  out  by  order  of 
the  Board.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  Governors,  I would  say  that  a preference 
should  be  given  in  selection  to  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  asylum,  and  who  are 
likely  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  rather  than  to  gentlemen  living  at  a distance  and 
who  are  not  likely  to  attend.  . 

10909.  If  the  appointment  of  Govefnors  was  to  depend  upon  local  selection,  would  the 
object  you  seem  to  desire  be  likely  to  be  carried  out? — No;  I tbink  it  would  be  for  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  select  after  election  by  the  rate-payers;  he  should  select  those  .who  were 
likely  to  attend. 

Peter  O'Camurr , Esq.,  J.P.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10910.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  institution? — Since  its  opening. 

1091 1..  What. is  your  opinion  asto  tlie  planner  in  which  .the  Governors  are  now  appointed?— 
I think  if  we,  . had  an, addition  Wide  to  the  Board  from  the  largest  rate-payers  of  the  district 
•as  they  are  represented  at  ^special  sessions  .for  the  county,  it  would  be  an  improvement 
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so  as  to  give  the  rate-payers  an  opportunity  of  having  persons  to  represent  them  in  the  exnon 
diture  of  their  money.  The  press  is  not  admitted  to  the  meetings  of  the  Board  which  T 
believe,  is  generally  the  case ; but  some  information  for  the  rate-payers,  as  to  the  proceeding 
would  be  desirable.  * 


The  chargeability  of 
the  Asylum. 


10912.  Am  I to  understand  you  would  wish  each  baronial  sessions  to  nominate  the  Governors 
or  to  have  it  done  by  the  county  at  large  sessions?— Either  at  one  or  the  other  or  at  the 
assizes.  I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  done  at  the  baronial  sessions,  each’baronv  to- 
name,  according  to  its  extent  and  taxation,  persons  to  represent  it.  A certain  number  nn.rht 
be  chosen  so  as  to  have  the  elected  and  nominated  guardians  equal.  ° 

10913.  You  suggest  this  as  a mode  of  carrying  out  the  representation  of  the  rate-pavers  ?— 
do,  and  think  it  is  a mode  that  would  be  likely  to  give  satisfaction.  r ' 


. 10914.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  the  resident  and 
visiting  physician  and  others,  with  whom  do  you  think  those  ar-~'-‘ • 1 ” 


visiting  physician  and  others,  with  whom  do  you  think  those  appointments  should  rest?— 
With  the  Governors,  under  the  control  of  the  Executive,  as  is  the  case  under  the  Poor  Law 


system. 


10915.  Are  you  in  favour  of  paying  patients  being  admitted  into  this  establishment?— lam 
It  would  be  a great  hardship  upon  the  rate-payers  of  the  county  if  they  could  not  have 


accommodation  for  their  lunatic  relatives  amongst  those  whom  they  are  oblio-ed  to  support 
I think  they  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  institution  for  members  of  their  nwn 


they  require  it,  and  the  non-existence  of 
want  in  the  institution. 


own  families  when 
arrangement  for  the  purpose  is  at  present  a great 


10916.  Do  you  consider  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  payment  which 
the  friends  of  patients  should  make,  say  at  the  actual  cost  of  maintenance,  o-  1 J:- 


, . . f • .< , or  to  leave  it  u.a- 

cretionary  with  the  Governors  to  vary  the  amount  according  to  the  means  of  the  parties?— 
I think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the  Governors.  Supposing  a man 
who  was  just  able  to  pay  £23  for  a relative,  and  was  obliged  to  pay  it,  and  that  there  was 
another  man  who  could  pay  £15  or  £20, 1 think  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  first  man  to  let  off  the 
second  altogether,  merely  because  he  could  not  pay  the  whole  £23.  Those  who  could  pay 
£10  or  £15  a-year  towards  the  support  of  a relative  should  contribute  that  sum,  and  those 
T & tae  wllole  cost  ot?  maintenance  should  be  required  to  pay  it;  but  then  there 

should  be  different  classification,  as  Dr.  M‘Munn  has  suggested.  The  association  of  patients 
in  be  30  reSu  atec^  <as  not  t0  prevent  improvement  in  their  cases. 

10917.  As  long  as  you  fix  a minimum  the  same  injustice  you  speak  of  would  arise ; if  £5 
was  your  minimum  would  it  not  be  hard  upon  a man  able  to  pay  that  sum  only  to  require 
■7.  iA°m  “m’ , et  free  “other  man  who  could  pay  £4? — I think  parties  unable  to  pay 
£10  a year  should  be  admitted  free.  1 

10918.  Do  you  think  fixing  the  sum  would  be  a check  upon  parties  getting  friends  admitted 
tor  less  than  they  could  afford  to  pay?— If  the  rate-payers  who  have  to  pay  the  money  were 
represented  at  the  Board  they  would  take  care  that  each  party  should  pay  according  to  his 

means  for  the  support  of  the  patient. 

10919.  You  are  not  afraid  that  injurious  consequences  might  result  from  perpetual  solid- 
ly1 on  going  on  on  the  part  of  friends  to  have  the  charge  lowered  to  the  minimum,  and  thus 
nave  the  Board  constantly  exposed  to  various  influences  ?— Very  likely  some  persons  might 
try  to  influence  them,  but  I think  it  is  better  to  chance  that  than  to  .have  the  class  I refer 
to  unprovided  for.  ' 

. Wliat  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  maintenance  of  this  institution 

is  at  present  defrayed — do  you  think  it  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  county  rate  or  the 
e’  , * i j ou!  °*  ^1G  county  it  is  upon  that  understanding  tliat  owners  of 
ave  let  land,  and  tenants  have  taken  it ; unless  new  circumstances  arose  aud  that 
rates  became  so  excessive  that  tenants  would  be  unable  to  pay  them,  I think  then  it  might 
iWi°v  t0  f°  aPP01*1?11^  that  the  owners  of  property  might  pay  a portion. 

10921.  You  have  stated  that  the  occupiers  of  land  took  it  on  the  understanding  that  they 
Weinao°oPA7  f’,mty/eSS’,0ut  of  which  the  asylums  are  supported  ?— Yes. 
tt  i " A * * taer.re  that  the  asylum  should  continue  to  be  supported  in  that  way? — 
unless  that  from  circumstances  the  rate  became  excessive,  and  then  I think  the  matter 
innoa  ^'e.cons^ered.  so  as  to  determine  whether  the  proprietor  should  not  pay  a portion. 
,,  " • Might  it  not  be  said  on  the  other  side  that  a few  years  ago  the  medical  charities  of 

the  country  were  supported  by  county  cess,  and  that  their  support  has  been  within  the  last 
ew  years  transferred  to  the  poor  rate — might  not  a similar  course  be  adopted  with  respect 
o e cost  of  these  asylums  ? — I think  as  to  the  medical  charities  the  general  portion  of  the 
cess-payers  derive  the  benefit  of  them,  and  it  was  extending  them  on  the  principle  of  the 
P°incKM  Pm  brought  the  charge  upon  the  proprietors. 

county  rat  ' <™Pensar*es  previously  maintained  by  private  subscriptions  as  well  as  by 


• ^ben  the  difference  of  transferring  it  to  the  poor  rate  is  but  slight,  the  proprietor,  as 

rate?— Yes 6r  ^ suPPosecl- to  te  a subscriber,  and  now  he  contributes  through  the 


092b.  The  medical  charities  a few  years,  although  the  legal  support  was  derived  through 
tne  county  cess,  yet  practically  they  were  maintained  both  by  proprietors  and  occupiers?— 
e?’ . *iere  was  an  equal  proportion  ; a sum  was  raised  by  taxation  equal  to  what  was  sub- 


10927.  So  that  practically  the  difference  caused  by  the  alteration  in  the  law  as  regards 
^ie.  s'aPPort.  ot  medical  charities  has  been  almost  nothing  ?— Almost  nothing,  except 
tnat  there  is  a difference  in  the  amount.  I concur  with  Mr.  Cogan  as  to  the  form  of 
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admission ; I think  there  is  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  it,  for  instance,  we  require  the 
signature  of  a magistrate  for  the  removal  of  a pauper  as  a guarantee.  The  sooner  this 
form  of  admission  is  amended,  I think,  the  better.  We  find  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
getting  persons  to  give  guarantees,  for  the  removal  of  patients.  We  might  get  such  a 
guarantee  in  the  case  of  paying  patients,  but  not  in  cases  of  pauper  patients. 

"Roger  Charles  Par/ce,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10928.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  asylum? — I am  not. 

10929.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  -which  the  Governors  are  at  present 
appointed? — I think  it  is  a very  improper  way.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  who 
appoint  their  own  friends,  and  those  who  do  not  stand  in  favour  at  the  Castle  are  not  likely 
to  hold  then-  proper  position.  I think  the  Governors  should  be  appointed  partly  by  the 
Government  and  partly  as  Poor  Law  Guardians  are  chosen. 

10930.  With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  maintenance  of  these  institutions  is  defrayed, 
out  of  the  county  rate,  do  you  desire  any  change  in  that  arrangement  ? — I should  desire 
to  have  it  charged  the  same  as  the  poor  rate,  one  half  upon  the  landlord  and  one  half  upon 
the  tenant.  The  asylum  is  an  institution  for  the  benefit  of  pauper  persons,  and  should  be 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  poorliouses,  and  on  the  same  account  I think  the  rate- 
payers should  exercise  a proper  surveillance  over  what  is  done  here.  I would  either  have 
some  of  the  largest  rate-payers  named  as  Governors,  or  else  have  them  elected  in  the  same 
manner  as  Poor  Law  Guardians  are.  I do  not  at  all  approve  of  the  Governors  being  exclu- 
sively appointed  by  the  Executive  Government. 

10931.  How  do  you  consider  that  theprincipal  officers  of  the  institution  should  be  appointed? 

I think  by  the,  Governors,  with  a power  of  veto  in  the  Government.  With  respect  to 

paying  patients,  I think  it  would  be  better  to  have  them  admitted,  and  let  the  minimum  sum 
to  be  received  be  £10.  Whatever  patients  were  paid  for  I think  would  be  better  looked 
after  by  their  relatives. 


Sligo. 

Sligo  District 
Asylum. 

Peter  O'Connor, 
Esq.,  j.p. 


E.C.Parlie,Esq.,J.P. 

Appointment  of 
Governors;  charge- 
ability  of  the 
Asylum. 


Appointment  of 
officers,  &c. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Km-ARNET. 


KMamey  District 
Asylum. 

Martin  S.  Lawler, 
Esq.,  M.D. 
The  Resident  Phy- 
sician ; liis  share  in 
the  medical  treat- 
ment. 


The  Asylum  accom 
modation;  number 
of  patients. 


Lunatics  in  Work- 
houses  and  Gaols. 


Question  of  receiving 
paying  patients. 


486  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Killarney,  October  22nd,  1857. 

Present : — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Corrigan,  and  Mr.  Barry,  Secretary 

Killarney  District  Asylum. 

Martin  Shine  Lawler,  Esq.,  m.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

10932.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  the  Killarney  District  Asylum 
physician  and  governor.  J ' resident 

10933.  In  point  of  fact  you  hold  the  office  of  manager,  and  are  styled  resident  physician 
under  the  recent  arrangement? — Yes.  J iJUjoician 

b8r°i85‘,Ha'e  y™  held  ‘hat  °ffiCe  si“C°  op™inS  of  4,10  asylum? — Yes  ; since  Decem- 
10935.  For  what  district  was  this  asylum  built  ?_For  the  county  of  Kerry  only 
10936.  What  share  do  you  take  in  the  medical  treatment  of  the  patients  with  the  visit!™ 
physician  ?— VS  o treat  them  entirely  m common.  The  yisiting  physician  comes  rconla 
lour  times  a-week,  and  he  frequently  comes  oftener  if  there  is  necessity.  If  any  of 
difficulty  arises  1 send  for  him  and  consult  him,  and  we  treat  the  patients,  as  I have 
m common.  1 ’ vo  6>ull'ea» 

10937.  Did  yon  receive  any  instruction  upon  your  appointment,  as  to  year  duties  in 
relation  o those  of  the  visiting  physician  ?-No,  I did  not.  I received  the  insSu 
S looan  T6  ™“agers  m old  asylums,  where  the  manager  was  not  a medical  man 
hold  ?— Nofthey'^Li’e^not6  are  not  “>  ^e  appointment  which  yon  now 

' , iir-Zi  f v8  aar*T  *£2~N° ; tllere  arB  “"'y  173  Patients  at  present  in  it  and  it  is 
capable  of  holding,  with  a little  pressure,  240.  In  making  that  statement  I include  in  my 
estimate  of  accommodation  the  infirmary,  which  is  a detached  building;  and  it  would 

1094J.  I presume  a considerable  number  of  patients  were  transferred  here  from  tbp 

tbis  disiri8t  “«»*““•  «■“  i- 

10943.  Have  yon  yourself  ever  considered  that  subject  ?_No.  My  idea  is  that  we  have 

here°?^TesPrCS”m'i  7°U  ""  wi4h  41115  arrangements  for  lunatics  in  the  workhouse 

per]v^oonfhied?U  iThird^ dem01"^01136'  a P^acB  in  "hieh  any  class  of  lunatics  could  be  pro- 
00308  C0u,db8  kept  thore-  e-“ept  “la4Id»a»4 

° TST^ef  <,0m  “* 

10948  Drio?{e?™‘d°v  bl.°  dCia;>r  “Se-  "?  PrBOU™e  4IlB  ''arrant  ?— Occasionally. 

— No • 4L^h«5^,w?: 7t “„bJeCtloa  40 'commuting  a lunatic  in  the  first  instance  to  the  asylum  ? 
contrary,  I am  a great  advocate  for  it. 
loose  a?  7?a  receive  any  paying  patients  f— We  do. 
taiS  intmT  !!  33  0 Praff“ent  ?“TI:e  Board  of  governors  fix  the  rate  when  they  ascer- 
3r  3h?whole  ammmTTtl  h0  FVY:  ^ decida  "^thcr  sum  should  be  £6,  or  £10, 

for  the  70or-  Tb87 to8  nerer 

who^Mle^W  rnnl'i  jino  of  the  county  do  you  suppose  there  is  a considerable  class 

3,™  3b°7,I  u rl t0  baT°  4be  r afflicted  relatives  admitted  into  public  asylums 
t5ui%  I°-  b“  ?am-6  ‘Lme'  desire  40  a P0r«oa  of  the  cost  of  main- 

pemols  Institution  ?_I  do ; I think  there  is  a good  number  of  such 

7mUlf8  °fjh?  admission  of  those  paying  patients  ?— r am  ; and  the 

b8  T?b  8a!18r  * the  nnmber  of  P“yinS  Pa41™45  "as  more  numerous, 
wav  of  dr«, t ThUT  d'shnction  made  between  the  paying  patients  and  the  paupers  in  the 
rL  L wfwTb  8 a dlst4“'=taon  made,  more  in  the' way  of  food.  The  paying  patients, 
their  own  rel  f g0ne’  foof  or  ii'°  out  of  the  ten  in  the  asylum  are  supplied  with  clothes  by 
1095?  ™ 1 783li  3?  mth  IeTCt  t0  &od  4here  is'  as  1 iiaro  said,  a distinction. 
urevi™l'7r  J * 487  g?  a b84‘or  'lass  of  food  ?-They  do.  I do  not  give  it  from  any 
previous  design  or  determination,  but  I find  that  it  infallibly  results  in  my  being  obliged  to 
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do  so ; for  instance,  there  may  be  a paying  patient  who  filled  the  rank  of  a gentleman,  and  Killarnet. 

who  will  not  eat  oatmeal  gruel  for  breakfast,  and  I am  obliged  to  give  him  a more  luxurious  u. , ■ . 

or  better  class  of  food.  ... 

10955.  Do  you  not  find  jealousies  to  arise  amongst  the  other  patients  in  consequence  of  Martin  S.  Lawler, 
that? — Yes;  in  a few  instances,  but  not  as  often  as  I would  expect;  and  those  instances  Esq.,  m.d. 
have  arisen  amongst  persons  who  have  been  in  a better  position  of  life  themselves,  not 
amongst  the  humbler  or  poorer  class. 

10956.  Have  the  Board  of  Governors  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  The^Asylum  build- 
asylurn  has  been  constructed? — Yes;  there  has  been  great  expense  and  outlay  of  money  ins- 
upon  external  ornamentation.  The  two  principal  grounds  of  complaint  are,  the  imperfect 
state  of  the  work,  and  the  not  having  been  consulted  with  respect  to  the  outlay. 

10957.  In  point  of  fact,  did  any  communication  take  place  between  the  Board  of  Governors 
and  the  Board  of  Works  during  the  erection  of  the  building  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

10958.  Have  those  defects  been  remedied? — They  are  in  course  of  being  remedied;  but 
not  all  the  defects  that  have  been  pointed  out  by  the  Board  of  Governors. 

10959-  I believe  the  site  is  a salubrious  one  ? — Very  salubrious.  There,  in  fact,  has  never  The  site;  supply  of 
been  any  epidemic  here.  water. 

10960.  Ilow  is  the  supply  of  water  ? — The  water  is  bad  as  to  quality,  and  the  means  of 
supplying  it  are  very  onerous  on  the  patients,  particularly  in  summer  and  in  the  cold  period 
of  winter. 

10961.  You  mean  that  the  labour  imposed  on  the  patients  in  working  up  the  water  is  more 
than  they  probably  can  perform  without  injury  to  themselves  ? — I think  so ; I think  it  is 
labour  calculated  to  be  injurious  to  lunatic  patients. 

10962.  Is  the  supply  of  water  sufficient? — It  is  sufficient  if  we  had  enough  of  labour  to 
command  it.  There  has  never  been  a dearth  of  water  in  the  well. 

10963.  Is  there  a considerable  extent  of  ground  attached  to  the  asylum  ?— Thirty  acres  The  land  of  the 
within  the  walls.  Asylum;  airing 

10964.  Is  there  any  of  that  under  cultivation? — We  have  twenty  acres  under  cultivation  ; courts- 
the  rest  is  taken  up  with  the  building,  the  airing-courts,  and  roads. 

10965.  Arc  the  airing-courts  on  the  northern  or  southern  side  of  the  building?— On  the 
northern. 

10966.  Are  they  much  used  by  the  patients  ?— Yes  ; particularly  on  the  male  side. 

10967.  Do  you  find  them  cold  and  cheerless  in  winter?— Yes,  cold  and  cheerless;  but  a 
new  one  has  been  constructed  that  will  give  more  sun  at  the  female  side. 

10968-  Ilow  are  the  long  galleries  heated?— Just  at  present  they  have  been  putting  up  Heating; ventilation, 
stoves  to  heat  them  ; before  that  the  cold  was  very  great  in  the  winter.  It  was  only  yester- 
day that  we  commenced  to  try  how  the  stoves  answered. 

10969.  Are  the  lire-places  in  the  outer  walls  of  the  galleries  ?— Yes ; they  are  in  the  outer 
walls.  There  was  no  means  of  putting  them  in  the  inner  walls. 

10970.  Are  there  any  artificial  means  of  ventilation?— There  is  a fire  at  the  top  of  the 
house  which  heats  one  of  the  boilers,  and  consumes  the  foul  air  which  comes  up  through  the 


air-pipe.  . . . 

10971.  Has  that  been  found  effective?— It  varies  in  its  effects  very  often  ; sometimes  it 
seems  to  take  up  the  foul  air  well,  and  at  other  times  not.  That  is  judging  by  the  test,  of  a 
candle,  but  by  tho  test  of  smell  on  going  into  the  dormitories  and  the  rooms  of  the  patients 
it  docs  not  seem  to  work  very  well.  . , . . . 

10972.  Is  that  fire  lighted  every  day  in  the  week? — Every  day,  to  supply  hot  water  for 
baths,  and  at  the  same  time  it  consumes  the  foul  air.  . 

10973.  Is  there  a supply  of  hot  water  laid  on?— Yes,  every  day  ; it  is  not  laid  on  until  it  is 
called  for,  but  it  is  always  there.  . . , . , , 

10974.  Arc  there  hot  water  pipes ?— There  are;  we  do  not  turn  it  on,  in  order  to  check 


the  consumption.  , , . , . „ . . 

10975.  Ilow  is  the  sewerage  ?_Vc ry  good ; and  now  that  we  have  new  water-works  put  S™ge;  tad- 
up  in  connexion  with  tho  water-closets  we  have  very  good  means,  indeed,  of  flushing. 

10976.  Then  you  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrangements  in  this  respect  Wa 
10977  Were  the  bedding  and  furniture  that  were  supplied  suitable  ?— The  bedsteads  I did 
not  think  were  at  all  suitable;  the  beds  and  bedding  were  very  good;  but  they  supplied  us 
with  iron  bedsteads,  which  are  easily  broken,  and  which  tend  very  much  to  accident. 

10978.  Have  you  had  any  accidents?— We  have  had  no  accidents ; but  the  patients  have 
broken  off  the  laths  of  the  steads. 

1 0979.  Are  there  baths  in  each  wing  ?-There  are  baths  in  the  four  divisions  of  each  wing. 

10980.  How  often  does  each  of  the  patients  get  a hath  ?— As  a general  rule  they  are  all 
washed  and  bathed  once  a-week;  any  patient  that  requires  it  gets  it  oftener;  soiled  patients 

g,li?9?l“o0u  had  , ^school ; hut  * 

hare  been  obliged  to  be  away  from  the  asylum,  and  I do  not  know  how  it  lias  been  working. 

It  was  only  in  its  infancy  when  I went  away,  and  it  was  going  on  pretty  well.  . . 

10982:  What  moans  arc  there  of  amusing  the  patients  ?— Their  principal  amusement  is  in 
the  open  air ; they  have  a ball-alley,  and  the  agricultural  labour  is  a great  amusement  to  the 
great  majority  of  them.  ' For  indoor  amusements  there  are  books,  newspapers,  backgammon, 
and-  cards ; but  I find  they  do  not  make  much  use  of  any  of  them,  with  few  exceptions. 

10983.  li  there  a recreation-hall  ?-There  is  ; but  we  have  not  used  it  up  to  the  present. 

There  is  no  furniture  for  it.  .....  „ ..  . • • 

1 0 J84.  Do  the  patients  dine  in  their  several  divisions  ?— They  dine  in  their  divisions. 
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10985.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  associated  dining? — I have  ; and  it  lias  been  very  often 
suggested  to  mo,  but  it  has  not  been  adopted.  Wo  sent  up  a request  with  an  estimate  to 
the  Board  of  "Works,  when  the  last  money  was  granted,  for  an  allowance  of  funds  to  furnish 
and  fit  up  a hall  for  dining,  and  the  Government  refused  it. 

109SG.  Are  there  chaplains  attached  to  the  institution?^— There  are. 

10987.  Is  there  a place  of  worship? — There  is  a chapel  available  for  all  persuasions. 

10988-  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  chaplains  attached  to  this  institu- 
tion ? — I think  it  is  a great  comfort  to  the  patients ; and,  as  far  as  this  asylum  goes,  I think 
it  has  worked  exceedingly  well ; and,  moreover,  I find  great  assistance  from  the  Catholic 
chaplain  in  keeping  the  attendants,  who  are  catholics,  orderly  and  regular. 

10989-  Have  there  always  been  chaplains  attached  to  this  institution? — For  a month  or  six 
weeks  after  the  opening  of  the  asylum  there  was  no  chaplain,  in  consequence  of  some  dispute 
between  the  bishop  and  the  Governors  about  the  appointment. 

10990.  Did  the  patients  during  that  time  complain  of  the  want. of  a chaplain? — Yes ; some 
patients  who  came  from  Tralee  gaol  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  at  not  hearing  mass  on 
Sundays ; they  said  they  considered  they  were  treated  more  like  savages  than  Christians,  as 
they  had  no  chaplain. 

10991.  Has  any  difficulty  arisen  from  the  ono  chapel  being  used  by  the  two  persuasions? 
— None. 

10992.  I believe  it  is  the  caso  in  all  the  gaols  of  the  county  that  the  one  chapel  is  used  by 
the  different  persuasions  ? — I believe  so. 

10993.  Is  the  attendance  of  Governors  pretty  regular  ? — It  is  pretty  regular.  We  have 
meetings,  I should  think,  for  ton  months  out  of  the  twelve,  on  an  average.  The  Board 
meet  once  a month,  and  special  meetings  are  held,  when  necessary. 

1099-4.  Is  there  any  visiting  committee  of  the  Governors  appointed? — No;  they  have 
never  appointed  a visiting  committee;  they  have  taken  the  subject  once  or  twice  into  their 
consideration.  They  said  they  would  appoint  a committee,  but  they  havo  never  done  so. 

10995.  Do  the  Governors,  or  any  number  of  them,  on  the  days  of  their  meeting,  visit  the 
house  ? — Occasionally. 

10996.  Do  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  attend  the  Board  ? — When  they  are  hero  they  do. 

10997.  Do  they  vote  at  the  Board  like  the  other  Governors? — Wo  have  never  had  a 
division  when  they  were  hero. 

10998.  When  the  Inspectors  make  their  visits,  are  they  in  tho  liahit  of  communicating 
to  you  beforehand  that  they  are  likely  to  arrive  on  a certain  day  ? — I generally  get  a note 
from  them  to  say  that  they  will  be  hero,  and  stop  here,  they  boing  private  friends  of  mine. 

10999.  Are  their  visits  of  inspection  to  the  asylum  usually  made  on  the  same  days  on 
which  meetings  of  the  Board  are  held  ? — No,  I think  not ; they  havo  been  two  or  three 
times  here  on  the  occasion  of  meetings. 

11000.  Do  they  enter  in  any  book  any  record  of  their  visits? — They  do,  in  a Minute  Book. 

11001.  When  you  desire  to  bring  matters  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  do 
you  do  so  in  writing,  or  verbally  ? — In  writing,  in  a Memorandum  Book. 

11002-  Have  .you  found  that  any  inconvenient  delays  havo  arisen  from  communication  with 
the  Privy  Council  with  respect  to  contracts  ? — Not  with  respect  to  contracts  ; but  occasionally 
with  respect  to  money  advances.  It  was  no  great  inconvenience,  it  was  only  a question  of 
paying  a few  shillings  interest. 

11003.  Have  you  a clerk  and  storekeeper? — Yes. 

11004.  Does  he  reside  in  the  houso?— He  resides,  at  present,  in  the  infirmary,  which  is 
detached  from  the  house. 

11005.  Is  the  infirmary  used  as  such  ? — It  is  not  used  as  an  infirmary,  and  ho  has  gone 
there  to  keep  it  dried.  . 

11006.  Why  is  it  not  used  as  an  infirmary  ? — Wo  have  not  had  a staff  of  attendants  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  use  it  as  an  infirmary. 

1 1007.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  tho  advisability  of  there  being  a separate  place  for 
treating  sick  cases? — I think  it  very  desirable ; but  1 also  think  it  desirable  to  have  it  more 
attached  to  the  asylum  than  our  infirmary  is.  The  infirmary  building  is  some  distance  away 
from  the  asylum. 

11008.  With  whom  does  the  appointment  of  tho  inferior  officers  rest? — The  appointment 
of  the  superior  officers  rests  with  the  Government,  and  the  appointment  of  the  attendants 
and  servants  rests  with  me,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

11009.  Is  there  any  examination  as  to  their  education  or  fitness,  when  they  are  being 
appointed  ? — I examine  them  as  to  their  capacity  to  read  and  write.  I am  sometimes 
obliged  to  take  in  people  who  are  very  inferior  in  point  of  education. 

11010.  Do  you  find  that  the  salaries  allowed  are  sufficient  to  insuro  the  services  of  com- 
petent persons  ? — I think  the  salaries  arc  too  small. 

11011.  What  are  the  salaries  of  the  ordinary  attendants  ? — The  males  enter  at  £9  a-year, 
and,  after  three  years’  service,  rise  to  £11,  with  rations  and  clothing.  The  females  enter 
at  £7,  and,  after  three  years’  service,  rise  to  £9,  with  rations  and  clothing.  I am  now 
speaking  of  the  ordinary  attendants.  We  have  a head  attendant,  who  has  £26  a-year,  with 
rations  and  clothing. 

1 1012.  In  the  observations  which  Dr.  Nugent  entered  in  this  Minute  Book  now  before  me, 
on  the  11th  April  last,  I find  the  following  sentence  : — “I  trust  the  works  undertaken  tor 
the  structural  improvement  of  the  house  will  be  successful ; at  the  same  time,  I cannot  but 
regret  that  the  propositions  made  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  about  three  months  snme, 
were  not  acceded  to  by  the  Treasury,  as,  I feel  convinced,  it  would  havo  been  most  beneficial 
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to  the  institution,  had  the  wishes  of  the  Board  been  carried  out.”  To  what  did  that  refer  ? 
— To  an  application  from  the  Board  of  Governors  to  the  Treasury,  to  allow  them  to  apply 
a sum,  that  had  been  granted,  to  works  that  they  thought  most  judicious. 

11013.  You  mean  a sum  reported  for  this  asylum  by  the  Commissioners  of  1855? — Yes. 

11014.  B,y  a return  which  we  have  received,  it  would  appear  that  there  are  thirty-seven 
lunatics  and  idiots  in  the  workhouses  of  this  county  ; have  you  frequent  applications  from 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  admission  of  lunatics? — Very  rarely.  Killarney  and 
Kenmare  are  the  only  workhouses  from  which  we  had  applications. 

11015.  It  appears  there  were  on  the  1st  January  last  fifteen  idiots  in  the  Killarney  work- 
house  ; do  you  think  a workhouse  a suitable  place  for  the  detention  of  idiots? — I think  it 
would  be  better  to  have  them  in  the  asylum,  if  there  is  room  for  them;  though,  if  they  are 
tranquil,  they  might  remain  in  the  workhouse. 

11016.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  usual  bonds  signed  in  the  cases  of  patients 
coming  from  workhouses  ? — No,  not  in  the  cases  of  patients  coming  from  workhouses. 

11017.  Who  usually  undertakes  to  remove  those  patients  ? — The  master  of  the  workhouse. 

11018.  In  the  case  of  patients'eoming  from  gaols  and  workhouses,  you  do  not  usually 
receive,  I believe,  the  same  amount  of  information  that  you  do  with  cases  coming  from  the 
county  at  large  ? — We  do  not. 

11019.  Do  you  find  that  a great  inconvenience? — Yes;  but  their  friends  generally  come 
in  the  course  of  time,  and  we  get  information  about  them  in  that  way. 

1 1020.  It  also  appears,  from  a return  which  we  have  received,  that  there  were  in  this 
county  ninety-seven  insane  persons  at  large  on  the  1st  January  last;  from  your  knowledge 
of  the  county,  do  you  think  that  a reasonably  correct  return  ? — The  number  of  insane  in 
this  county  appears  to  have  been  so  greatly  developed  since  the  establishment  of  this  asylum 
that  I should  not  be  surprised  if  it  was  a correct  return.  Before  the  establishment  of'  this 
asylum,  I would  not  have  thought  there  were  so  many. 

11021.  I saw  two  sick  patients  in  bed  this  morning,  one  named  Darley,  with  discharging 
abscess  in  the  neck,  in  bed  eighteen  months ; the  other,  named  Scollard,  in  the  same  room, 
three  weeks  in  bed  ; is  there  any  special  nurse  for  these  persons  ? — No  special  nurse. 

11022.  At  the  female  side,  Anne  Roche  has  been  in  bed  for  four  months,  in  dormitory 
number  five,  with  five  other  patients ; she  has  offensive  discharging  abscess  in  the  groin, 
open  for  four  months ; are  you  provided  with  any  special  nursetender  for  her  ? — No. 

11023.  It  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  nurse  in  the  division  that  she  has  herself  been 
obliged  to  be  up  for  the  greater  part  of  the  last  two  nights,  in  attendance  on  Anne  Roche? — Yes. 

11024.  Do  you  think  she  is  capable  of  doing  both  day  and  night  duty  ? — She  is  not ; but 
she  is  relieved  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

11025.  Biddy  Shea,  in  division  number  ten,  is  suffering  from  extensive  scrofulous  disease 
of  the  skin,  and  has  been  in  bed  for  two  years,  always  in  a single  cell,  and,  therefore,  without 
sufficient  warmth? — Yes. 

11026.  Those  cases  are  proofs  to  your  mind  that  an  infirmary  would  be  desirable? — 
Certainly.  # 

11027.  You  have  said  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  admit  paying  patients;  would  you 
propose  to  admit  them  at  a fixed  rate  of  payment,  or  would  you  leave  the  amount  to  be  paid, 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Governors? — I would  leave  it  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Governors. 

11028.  Do  you  think  that  might  give  rise  to  jealousy  in  any  cases  ?— I think  not ; it  has 


not  done  so  as  yet. 

11029.  Do  you  use  any  mechanical  restraint? — None. 

11030.  Have  you  padded  rooms ?— We  have  padded  rooms. 

11031.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  consideration  whether  if  the  asylum 
became  very  much  pressed  for  room,  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  establish  a separate 
asylum  for  incurables,  or  to  enlarge  the  district  asylum?  Speaking  with  reference  to  this 
district,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  enlarge  the  district  asylum  than  to  erect 
a separate  building  for  incurables.  . 

11032.  Be  kind  enough  to  mention  the  grounds  on  which  you  consider  enlarging  the  district 
asylum  preferable  to  erecting  a separate  asylum  for  incurables  ?— I think  it  could  be  worked 

n033O.nHaTeyoii  any  other  ground  for  your  opinion  ?— That  is  the  principal  ground. 

11034.  With  Thom  do  yon  consider  the  main  responsibility  of  treating  the  patients  rests, 
with  yon  or  with  the  visiting  physician?— I have  always  considered  that  we  had  a mutual 
responsibility ; but,  as  I am  here  mere  during  the  twentyfour  hours  of  the  day  I presume  a 
greater  responsibility  rests  with  me  j so  far  as  the  forming  of  the  diagnosis,  and  the  treatment 
of  patients,  it  has  been  perfectly  mutual  : we  consult. 

11035.  Supposing  a diBercnce  of  opinion  did  occur,  with  whom  do  you  think  the  mam 
responsibility  Jrnght  to  rest?— That  would  be  a question  in  reference  to  the  relative  evpe- 
rieMe  of  the  iihTsioians  ■ for  my  own  part,  I would  yield  to  the  visiting  physician  here,  as 
the  more  espenenced  in  practice! but,  I think,  as  a general  principle,  the  responsibility  onght 

but  the  treatment  of  ordinary  diseases,  m addition  to  insanity  ? Yes,  I would. 

11037.  Would  your  view  be,  that  the  visiting  physician  should  be  m the  light  of  a consulting 
physician,  and  give  the  resident  physician  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  experience  I find 
it  difficult  to  answer  that  question;  for,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  that  has  net  been  the 
arrangement  here.  The  visiting  physician  has  taken  an  equal  part  m tho  treatment  with  me. 
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Patients. 


Paying  Patients; 
restraint;  padded 
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Kuxabmet.  11038.  Is  there  much  labour  given  by  the  inmates  towards  the  making  up  of  articles  for 
XmtrZTbuirici  ”se  ?— A11  the  clothes  in  the  house  are  made  up  by  the  patients,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Asylum.  labour  of  one  shoemaker,  whom  we  employ. 

Martin  S.  Lawler,  1 1 039-  Nave  you  any  other  occupation  besides  that  of  manager  of  this  asylum  ? N0. 

Esq.,  m.d.  11040.  When  you  were  appointed  did  you  receive  any  instruction  with  respect  to  any  other 

occupations  ?— I received  instructions  from  the  Inspectors  informing  me  that  I should  have 
no  other  medical  practice. 

Chargeability  of  the  11041.  Arc  there  any  general  suggestions  you  would  wish  to  address  to  the  Commissioners 
IlunateE-  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ? — Yes;  I have  made  a note  of  a few.  With 

respect  to  the  chargeability  of  the  inmates,  I may  observe,  that  I have  occasionally  to  take  in 
lunatics  who  have  been  found  wandering  about  the  county,  but  who  belong  to  the  neighbourin? 
counties,  Limerick,  for  instance.  I am  directed  to  write,  then,  to  the  asylum  belonging  to 
the  native  county  of  the  lunatic,  to  request  that  they  will  have  the  lunatic  removed  to  that 
asylum,  and  the  general  answer  we  have  received  is,  that  the  asylum  is  full.  I would 
suggest  that  there  should  be  some  power  given  for  the  recovery  from  the  counties  of  the 
expense  of  maintaining  lunatics  belonging  to  them,  so  long  as  they  have  been  detained  in 
other  asylums. 

11042.  Are  the  cases  you  refer  to  admitted  as  urgent  cases,  or  are  they  admitted  by  the 
Board  ? — They  are  generally  admitted  as  urgent  cases.  The  last  was  a woman,  who,  it  was 
suspected,  had  a design  upon  the  life  of  a gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood.  With  respect 
Dangerous  Lunatics,  to  the  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics,  I believe  the  regulation  is  that  they  should  be  sent 
to  the  gaol  on  the  warrant  of  two  magistrates  ; but  they  arc  frequently  brought  here,  and 
sometimes,  in  such  a state,  tied  to  a car,  and  so  cold  and  prostrated,  that  I could  not  possibly 
think  of  sending  them  to  the  gaol.  I would  suggest,  that  there  should  be  a power  of  imme- 
diate committal  to  the  asylum. 

11043.  Is  it  your  opinion  the  detention  of  such  cases  in  the  gaol  materially  retards  their 
cure  ? — I think  it  is  injurious  to  them  ; but  so  far  as  a few  days  go,  it  cannot  materially 
retard  their  cure.  The  gaol  here,  so  far  as  I know,  is  well  managed. 

The  staff  of  11044.  Do  you  think  the  management  of  this  asylum  could  be  improved  in  any  way? 

attendants.  The  principal  defect  I find  here,  managing  uudor  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

is  that  the  staff  is  not  sufficiently  large  ; but,  knowing  as  I do  the  general  feeling  of  the 
Board  that  great  expense  has  already  been  incurred  Tn  connection  with  this  asylum,  and 
that  it  is  their  wish  to  economize,  I have  not  urged  on  them  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
staff  as  much  as  I otherwise  would.  I think  the  principal  want  is  a larger  and  better  paid 
staff.  I find  that  I can  get  more  value  from  a man  who  has  been  hero  four  years  than  from 
two  men  who  arc  newly  taken  in.  The  great  thing  is  to  have  trained  men,  and  you  cannot 
expect  to  have  such  persons  unless  they  are  better  paid.  I would  suggest,  that  the  salaries 
should  rise  up  to  a certain  amount,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  service.  I would  also  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  question  as  to  whether  there  is  a power  to  detain  lunatics  against  the 
,wish  .of, theil'  revives.  As  well  as  I understand  the  law,  the  relatives,  or  next  of  kin,  of  a 
patients  by  their  fen  at  ic  have  a right  to  remove  him  whenever  they  choose.  They  very  often  come  here,  and 

relatives.  desire  to  remove  persons  from  the  asylum  who  are  dangerous,  or  who  are  in  a state  of  health 

that  ought  to  forbid  their  removal  at  the  time ; and  I think  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  the 
resident  officer,  or  the  Board,  had  the  power  of  detaining  such  lunatics  until  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  be  removed. 

11045.  Then  your  opinion  is  that  you  could  not  refuse  to  give  up  a patient? — I have 
refused,  but  I felt  I was  rather  running  a risk  in  doing  so. 

11046.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  desire  of  friends  and  relatives  to  take  out  of  the 
asylum  insane  patients? — I would  attribute  it  sometimes  to  such  a thing  as  a dream  ; they 
come  here  and  say  they  had  a dream  the  night  before  last,  or  the  night  before  that,  and  the 
result  of  which  is,  that  they  would  like  to  remove  the  patient.  At  another  time  they  say 
wdls atl6nfc  ^ DOt  geMillS  Wel1,  and  that  ifc  would  be  better  t0  bring  him  round  the  holy 

. * 104 7.  Do  you  ever  find,  that  when  patients  recover,  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting  their 
friends  to  take  them  away  ?■ — Yes,  sometimes ; and  we  have  no  compulsory  power  to  oblige 
relatives  to  take  away  lunatics. 

11048.  Have  you  not  a bond? — The  bond  is  very  uncertain:  it  is  often  signed  by  a 
pauper. 

11049.  Do  you  not  think  that,  if  you  were  to  refuse  in  many  instances  to  deliver  up 
a patient  to  his  friends,  it  might  cause  general  dissatisfaction  and  distrust  with  respect 
to  the  institution  throughout  the  country? — It  might,  no  doubt,  if  such  a power  was  injudi- 
ciously exercised  ; but  the  great  probability  is  that  would  not  be  so  ; because,  of  course,  the 
ambition  of  the  resident  medical  officer  in  a place  of  this  sort  would  be  to  send  out  his  patients 
cured  or  improved  as  much  as  possible  to  their  friends. 

11050.  Does  it  not  happen  much  more  frequently  that  the  relatives  refuse  to  take  out  their 
friends  than  that  they  seek  to  remove  them  when  they  are  not  cured? — In  this  asylum  the 
contrary  has  been  the  case ; they  more  frequently  demand  to  remove  patients  not  cured. 

11051.  You  are  aware  that,  in  hospitals  for  the  cure  of  ordinary  sick  patients,  friends  occa- 
sionally come  and  remove  them,  even  when  the  physician  or  surgeon  in  attendance  thinks 
the  removal  may  be  most  dangerous  to  the  patient? — Yes. 

11052.  And  you  are  aware  that  practice  has  never  been  interfered  with,  because  it  is  felt 
that  theattempt  to  carry  out  the  forcible  detention  of  the  patients  would  be  an  evil  of  greater 
magnitude .than  that - of  permitting  them  to  be  taken  away? — Yes. 

11053-  jDo.you 'think  the  evil -of  allowing  them  to  go  out  uncured  is  of  such  magnitude 
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that  it  is  worth  taking  measures  against,  when  compared  with  the  injurious  results  that 
would  arise  from  the  distrust  occasioned  by  detaining  ;n  th*  »Qwillm  ' 
demanded,  should  bo  given  up?— Where  a wt 3, J ^yium  pat.ents  who  it  was 
I would  be  for  detaining  him?  WOuld  b°  danSerous  to  himself  or  others, 

casoi05  H k ; b"‘  1 ’'°“ld  dcl“  Katies  in  other 

cases,  it  a man  is  taken  out  of  the  asylum  in  a state  of  extreme  illness,  and  that  that  man 

U 055  Are  not  dangerous  lunatics  sent  to  this  asylum  under  warrant,  and  does  not  the  law 
provide  that  they  are  to  be  confined  here  ?-Dangerons  lunatics  from  the  gaols  nrl  slnt  und" 
KTbe  moaning  of  a dangerous  lunatic  I take  to  bo  one  who  is  violent 

himS  tothe'  asyW-ycr ' ^ d°eS  “0t  th° *:tb  him  “d 


Exuaunzt. 

Killamey  District 
Asylum. 

Martin  S.  Lawler, 
Esq.,  m.d. 


Walter  W.  Murphy, 
Esq.,  m.d. 

The  Visiting 
Physician. 


Walter  El  illiam  Murphy,  Esq.,  sr.D.  sworn  and  examined. 

11057.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  this  asylum  ?_Visiting  physician. 

“S'  Sot  he  ,1  appomtomt  since  the  opening  of  the  institution  ?-Yes. 

oftSn^r  y ,n  w you  aiteJ?-u  a ra,e  f°” *«  «•*.  -d 

tlOSO.  Do  yon  attend  on  board  days  when  patients  are  admitted ? — I do 
11001.  How  soon  after  patients  are  admitted  do  yon  see  tbem-is  any  communication  made 
to  it  n«o  irt11”8  th?m  Nof  ul  fsi  ther0  13  s01“ctll>"8  very  striking7 in  the  case, 
time  “-FV  a°da/onlj°  b°  adm“,ed  mt0  tbe  asJ’km  'vitbont  7°“  «<*«  f»r  some 
11063.  How  far  do  you  consider  that  you  are  at  all  responsible  for  the  moral  treatment  of  The  medical  end 
the  patients  f— I consider  myself  just  in  the  same  position  as  Dr.  Lawler.  If  any  thin*  occurs  "“m*  «“'«*“  <* 
to  my  mind  with  regard  to  their  moral  treatment  I suggest  it  to  him.  3 ° the  patients' 

11064.  When  you  attend  at  the  asylum  do  yon  visit  all  the  wards,  or  merely  such  cases  as 
your  services  are  required  for?— I visit  all  the  divisions,  and  all  the  airing  courts. 

1 106S.  Are  you  and  Dr.  Lawler  in  the  habit  of  consulting  about  the  insanity  of  a patient 
when  he  is  first  admitted  r — Yes. 

JJJJJJ-  P°  )'0«  jointly  determine  upon  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  pursued  ?— Yes. 

. j Supposing  a difference  of  opinion  to  arise  between  you,  how  do  you  propose  to  decide 
that,  i could  not  answer  the  question;  I have  never  anticipated  any  difference  arising 
between  us.  ° 


11068.  I1  rom  your  knowledge  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  is  it  your  opinion  that  insanity  is  on  Extent  of  insanity 
the  increase  ?— I have  latterly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a greater  number  of  insane  in  the  county‘ 
persons  m the  county  than  I.  could  have  supposed  heretofore. 

11069.  Do  you  think  that  is  in  any  way  connected  with  the  scenes  of  the  recent  famine  ? — I 
think  the  famine  might  havo  exercised  an  influence  on  it. 

11070.  I believe  there  is  an  apothecary  attached  to  this  asylum  ?— Yes. 

• 1 107 1.  Are  the  drugs  purchased  by  the  Governors  or  provided  by  him  ? — Theyare  provided  T1,e  medicines; 
by  the  Governors.  Infirmary  treatment 

11072.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  it  would  bo  desirable  the  infirmary  should  be  used  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  erected  ? — I think  so. 

11073.  Havo  you  ever  brought  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Governors  ? — I 
have  not. 

11074.  Have  any  of  the  separate  cells  got  fire-places? — None  of  the  single  cells  have  fire- 
places ; they  are  in  the  dormitories. 

11075.  In  point  of  fact,  are  fires  ever  lighted  in  the  associated  dormitories? — Yes; 
sometimes. 

11076.  Do  you  think  separate  cells  suitable  places  for  treating  sick  patients  ? — I have  found 
it  preferable  to  attend  them  in  an  infirmary. 

11077.  With  tho  limited  number  of  attendants,  is  it  possible  for  the  nurse  having  charge 
of  a ward  to  attend  on  sick  patients  in  separate  cells  ? — Certainly  not. 

11078.  You  have  heard  Dr.  Lawler’s  evidence  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water 
here? — Yes. 

1 1079.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  bad  quality  ? — Yes ; there  is  some  iron  in  The  water, 
it ; there  is  a taste  of  iron  on  it.  Whether  that  is  a natural  impregnation,  or  arises  from 
passing  through  iron  pipes  I cannot  say.  It  was  proposed  to  send  some  of  the  water  to  Cork 
for  analysis. 

11080.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  workhouse? — Yes;  I am  medical  officer  of  the  work- 
house. 


1 1081.  How  far  do  you  consider  the  workhouse  a fit  place  for  the  detention  of  lunatics  ?—  Lunatics  in  Work- 
I think  the  asylums  are  preferable.  There  was  a period  when  the  asylum  would  be  more  hoil3es> 
desirable  than  it  is  now,  for'  then  there  was  a greater  pressure  upon  the  workhouses. 

1 11082.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  class  of  lunatics,  such  as  harmless  and  quiet  lunatics,  who 
might  with  propriety  be  detained  in  workhouses  ? — I do. 

11083.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  subject  ef  admitting  paying  patients  into  Paying  patients, 
the  asylum? — I have. 

11084.  Do  you  think  it  desirable? — I think  it  most  desirable. 

1108&  Why  ?— They  are  secure  of  being  paid  proper  attention  with  the  means  that  are 
here:  for  treating  insanity.  They  can  bo  taken  in  here  at  a low  rate,  and  I think  it  of  tbe> 
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Exllarnet. 

Kfflarney  District 
Asylum. 

Walter  W.  Murphy, 
Esq.,  m.d. 


Difference  in  treat- 
ment of  paying  and 
pauper  patients. 


Question  of  separate 
accommodation  for 
incurables. 


Medical  extras. 


greatest  benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  to  receive  a certain  class  of  persons  with  limited 
means. 

11086.  You  would  not,  of  course,  include  such  a class  of  persons  as  pay  in  private  asylums? 

Assuredly  not. 

11087.  Would  you  propose  they  should  bo  paid  for  on  a scale  commensurate  with  the 
opinion  which  the  Board  of  Governors  might  form  of  their  means,  or  that  they  should  be 
admitted  on  payment  of  a fixed  sum?— I should  leave  it  to  the  Governors  to  settle  the  amount 
to  be  paid,  for  they  are  acquainted  with  the  means  of  almost  every  person  in  the  county,  and 
they  would  tax  those  parties  just  according  to  their  means. 

11088.  Might  not  that  uncertainty  as  to  the  amount  lead  to  perpetual  solicitation  on  the 
part  of  friends  of  patients  to  have  them  admitted  at  a low  charge,  and  thus  place  individual 
Governors  in  the  disagreeable  position  of  resisting  those  applications? — The  Governors  must 
take  upon  them  that  responsibility  and  inconvenience. 

11089.  Do  you  think  that  if  paying  patients  were  admitted  into  this  asylum  they  ought 
to  be  in  any  degree  treated  differently  from  the  ordinary  patients  in  the  house? — I do.  I 
think  their  position  requires  a different  mode  of  treatment  with  regard  to  nourishment  and, 
if  possible,  clothing.  Their  morale,  I think,  would  be  influenced  very  much,  and  injured  if 
they  were  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  persons  who  could  not  appreciate  comforts  to  which 
they  were  not  accustomed. 

11090.  But  if  they  paid  a sum  much  below  the  average  cost  of  maintenance,  would  not  their 
position  approximate  to  that  of  the  pauper  class  ? — That  may  be ; but  independently  of  that,  I 
would  feel  it  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  house,  to  supply  them  with  better  food,  in  order  to 
keep  up  their  health  and  lead  to  quicker  recovery,  even  supposing  they  did  not  pay  any  thing. 

1 1091.  Would  you  manage  that  under  the  head  of  medical  diet  without  giving  rise  to  any 
jealousy? — Certainly.  I would  avoid  creating  jealousy  as  much  as  possible. 

11092.  Do  you  think  pursuing  the  course  you  propose  would  give  rise  to  jealousy  amongst 
the  patients  ? — It  might. 

11093.  You  do  not  think  that  of  much  consequence? — No  ; I think  it  could  be  so  managed 
that  they  would  see  as  little  of  it  as  possible. 

11094.  Bavo  you  over  turned  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  question  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  erect  separate  or  provincial  asylums  for  incurables, 
if  the  present  asylums  became  overcrowded,  or  to  enlarge  those  asylums  ? — I have  heard  Dr. 
Lawler’s  evidence  on  that  point,  and  I fully  concur  with  him  in  his  opinion. 

11095.  How  is  the  extra  dietary  for  the  sick,  and  those  who  might  require  better  than  the 
ordinary  diet,  entered  ? — In  going  round  through  the  building  I suggest  to  Dr.  Lawler,  or  he 
suggests  to  me,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  this  man  or  the  other  will  require  porter  or  wine,  or 
a mutton  chop,  or  broth  ; he  takes  a note  of  it,  and  reports  it  to  the  clerk  when  he  comes 
down,  and  there  is  a Dietary  Book  in  which  the  extras  are  entered.  [Same  is  exhibited.] 

11096.  Is  there  any  book  in  which  the  names  of  the  patients  are  entered  to  whom  those 
extra  diets  are  to  go  ? — I am  not  aware.  We  point  the  person  out  to  the  keeper  in  the 
ward,  a.nd  tell  him  that  person  is  to  get  such  a diet.  Dr.  Lawler  comes  down  here  and 
orders  it  to  be  sent  to  that  particular  division  for  the  patient. 

11097.  Then  you  merely  trust  to  the  memory  of  the  keepers  lor  carrying  out  your  arrange-* 
ments  with  respect  to  the  dietary  for  the  sick? — Yes. 

11098.  Do  you  consider  that  a good  plan  ? — If  there  was  a book  for  the  purpose  it  would 
be  better,  but  no  mistake  has  occurred  on  the  subject. 

11099.  Are  mistakes  not  likely  to  occur  when  there  is  no  book. of  direction? — Mistakes 
would  be  better  avoided  by  keeping  a book. 


Richard  M'Gillicuddy , Esq.,  ,.p„  si,  commonly  called  The  MGUlicuidy,  sworn  and 
examined. 


The  Governors. 


The  erection  of  the 
Asylum. 


i i in?"  v-011  ^ave  *3een  a Governor  of  this  asylum  from  its  commencement? — Yes. 

.01.  *ou  have  been  regular  in  your  attendance?- — As  regular  as  my  health  would 
permit  me.  6 J 

}■  * y?u  ^bere  is  usually  a good  attendance  of  Governors  here  ? — When  I have 

attended  here  there  have  been  generally  from  three  to  four  or  five  present;  some  days  not 
so  many.  1 

11103.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  question  of  appointing  a visiting  committee  has  been 
more  than  once  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governors,  but  that  they  did  not  determine 
to  appoint  one;  do  you  know  on  what  ground  they  considered  it  inadvisable  to  do  so? — 
I do  not. 

11104.  Are  any  arrangements  made  by  the  Governors  for  inspecting  the  house? — Not 
that  1 am  aware  of;  but  they  generally  go  through  the  house  when  they  come  here,  to  see 
it  there  is  any  thing  astray,  and  they  question  the  patients.  I think  there  is  an  insufficient 
number  of  keepers  in  the  house  for  the  increased  number  of  patients. 

11105.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  whether  at  the  time  it  was  deter- 
mined to  erect  a separate  asylum  for  the  county  of  Kerry,  any  communication  took  place 
between  the  gentry  of  the  county  and  the  Government,  with  reference  to  the  situation  of  the 
asylum  ?— I am  not  aware,  for  I think  I was  absent  from  the  country  at  the  time. 

11106.  I believe  practically  the  Governors  have  not  been  allowed  any  control  with  regard 
to  the  erection  of  the  asylum  ? — They  have  not. 

11107.  Do  you  consider  that  satisfactory  ? — I think  it  very  unsatisfactory.  Where  taxation 
exists,  every  man  in  the  country  should  have  a voice  in  the  levying  and  disposal  of  that 
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taxation.  You  should  not  put  your  hand  into  a man’s  pocket  and  take  out  his  purse  without  Euxamobt. 
asking  his  leave.  — - 

11108.  I believe  the  gaols  and  courthouses  and  other  public  buildings  are  erected  under  the  1 Asylum !*  ^ 
control  of  the  county  authorities  ?—  Yes.  If  the  county  had  the  control  of  the  building  of  The  M'Gillicuddy, 
this  asylum,  vast  expense  would  have  been  saved.  It  is  a fact  that  must  be  patent  to  your-  j.p.,  d.i. 
selves,  that  a great  deal  of  money  has  been  sadly  wasted.  A building  more  suited  to  our 
wants  could  have  been  erected  for  half  the  expense. 

11109-  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Board  of  Governors  are  in  the  habit  of  admitting  paying  Question  of  admit- 
patients  ; are  you  favourable  to  the  admission  of  that  class  ? — Quite  so.  ting  paying  patients. 

11110.  Do  you  consider  there  is  a considerable  portion  of  the  population  who  are  in  a 
position  to  pay  some  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  their  afflicted  relatives,  and  who  at  the  same 
time  would  not  like  to  place  them  as  paupers  in  an. asylum? — Certainly.  Taxation  is 
very  heavy,  and  there  are  certain  classes  whose  families  are  afflicted  with  the  disease,  which 
we  must  all  deplore,  and  whose  means  do  not  enable  them  to  give  their  afflicted  relatives 
that  care,  protection,  and  attention  their  cases  require.  If  you  tax  them  heavily  for  the 
support  of  lunatic  asylums  it  is  but  common  equity  to  give  them  something  of  the  benefit 
of  this  taxation.  There  are  families  who  are  endangered  by  such  cases  being  at  large.  I 
was  very  near  being  shot  myself  the  day  before  yesterday  by  a lunatic. 

11111-  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  appointed? — Appointment  of 
I do  not  know  that  you  could  substitute  a better  plan  than  the  present ; it  is  one  so  decidedly  Governors; 
without  partiality.  I think  if  the  Governors  here  recommended  the  appointment  of  gentle-  the  InsPectors- 
men  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  his  Excellency  would  attend  to  the  recommendation,  and  would 
appoint  the  additional  Governors.  He  might  not  know  the  locality  so  well  as  the  Governors 
here,  who  would  be,  from  their  local  knowledge,  better  qualified  to  select  suitable  persons. 

There  are  Governors  who  never  appear  here,  and  the  whole  management  is  left  to  the 
members  of  the  Board  living  in  the  neighboui’hood  of  Killarney.  Those  from  Dingle  and 
other  parts  of  the  county  do  not  attend. 

11112.  I-Iave  you  ever  considered  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  leave  the  appointment 
of  a portion  of  the  Board  to  the  Grand  Jury? — I do  not  see  any  objection  to  that  arrange- 
ment ; I think  it  would  be  advisable. 

11113.  Are  the  Grand  Jury  of  Kerry  in  the  habit  of  appointing  a committee  to  visit  the 
asylum? — No. 

1 1114.  We  understand  that  thelnspectors  of  Lunatics  attend  theBoard  pretty  regularly? — 

They  do. 

11115.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  the  Inspectors  being 
members  of  the  Board  ? — I do  not  see  any  objection  to  tbeir  attending  the  Board ; but  some 
of  the  Inspectors,  whom  I mot  here,  I do  not  think  did  much  good,  and  I do  not  think  they 
afforded  any  assistance. 

11116.  Do  you  think  their  position  at  the  Board  might  be  assimilated  more  to  that  of 
Poor  Law  Inspectors  at  Boards  of  Guardians,  where  they  cannot  vote  ? — I think  it  would  be 
a better  arrangement. 

11117.  You  are  aware  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  institution  is  paid  out  of  the  county  Chargeabihfy  of  the 
rate? Yes.  I would  prefer  having  it  transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund.  _ y mnan  mma  es. 

11118.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  any  alteration,  so  as  to 
transfer  the  cost  to  the  poor  rate? — No  ; I do  not  see  any  advantage  in  that  at  all. 

11119.  I believe  the  inmates  of  this  institution  are  all  chargeable  upon  the  county  at 


large? — Yes. 

11120.  Do  you  think  the  changeability  should  be  fixed  upon  a smaller  area? — I would  say 
not.  I would  prefer  having  it  upon  the  county  at  large. 

11121.  The  superior  officers  of  this  institution  are  at  present  appointed  by  the  Executive  ^P^tmmtof 
Government? — Yes.  _ . 

11122.  Do  you  consider  that  arrangement  satisfactory  ? — I see  no  objection  to  it  at  all.  1 
think  it  would  lead  to  unpleasantness  in  the  county  if  we  were  authorized  to  appoint  those 
officers.  I would  rather  leave  the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  The  fewer 
causes  for  bickering  and  disagreement  we  have  here  the  better. 

11123.  With  reference  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients,  would  you  approve  of  a fixed 
scale  of  payment,  or  a graduated  scale?— I would  approve  of  a graduated  scale  according  to 
their  means  ; it  would  work  better,  and  there  would  be  more  equity  in  it.  . 

11124.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  whether  the  system  of  religious  Religious  miniatra- 
instruction  has  worked  well?— There  are  few  of  my  religious  persuasion  here,  and  it  is  not  uon  • 
part  of  my  duty  to  interfere  in  the  religious  concerns  of  others.  I am  not  aware  that  the 
persons  coupled  with  me  in  religious  persuasion  have  benefited  by  the  arrangement  much, 
but  I think  it  is  an  arrangement  that  ought  to  be  continued.  I would  be  one  of  the  strongest 
opponents  to  the  withdrawal  of  religious  instruction  from  any  class;  and  I am  as  much  in 
favour  of  the  priest  attending  at  this  asylum  as  I am  in  favour  of  the  Protestant  clergyman 

^1125?  You  think  the  attendance  of  both  desirable  ?— Decidedly.  I think  it  would  be  a 
crying  shame  to  deprive  the  inmates  of  either  persuasion  of  the  benefit  of  rehgious  instruction. 

11126.  Is  there  any  observation  you  wish  to  make  with  respect  to  the  building?— The  Defects  m the 
building,  when  given  up,  was  really  not  habitable  by  the  patients  _ The  water  streamed 
in  through  the  walls  in  buckets  full ; mops  were  used  every  day  soaking  it  up,  and  this  was 
so  for  the  first  year  here.  The  asylum  was  obliged  to  be  pointed  every  winter  to  try  and 
exclude  the  damp.  So  great  was  the  damp,  that  every  joist  running  across  the  corridors 
became  rotten  as  a pear.  Tho  Board  of  Works  found  it  necessary  to  make  additions  in  order 
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to  correct  the  evils,  and  they  sought  to  throw  it  upon  the  Board  of  Governors  after  they  got  the 
responsibility  off  their  own  shoulders.  You  will  allow  mo  now  to  say  one  word  with  respect 
to  the  granting  of  leave  of  absence  to  the  manager.  I agreepn  the  opinion  that  a month’s 
leave  of  absence  would  be  necessary  for  him,  and  I do  not  think  you  could  possibly  got  a 
more  suitable  officer  than  Dr.  Lawler.  I do  not  think  any  one  could  discharge  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  his  position  efficiently  throughout  the  year,  unless  lie  had  some  little  relax- 
ation. You  may  imagine  the  amount  of  labour  and  anxiety  lie  has  to  undergo;  and  when  he 
is  granted  leave  of  absence,  it  is  most  unfair  to  mulct  him  for  the  payment  of  his  substitute. 

11127.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  some  competent  medical  person  should  be  left  in 
the  asylum  during  the  absence  of  the  manager? — Yes  ; but,  as  I have  before  said,  I would 
not  visit  the  manager  with  the  cost. 

1 1 1 28.  Who,  practically,  is  the  principal  person  resident  in  the  house  iu  the  absence  of  the 
manager;  is  it  the  storekeeper? — Yes;  there  could  not  be  a better  man  than  the  store- 
keeper ; and  there  is  also  Mr.  Rickard,  the  head  turnkey,  who  is  also  a most  efficient  officer. 
No  accident  or  loss  of  any  description  has  occurred  in  the  asylum. 

John  Leahy , Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined. 

1 1129.  Have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  institution  since  its  opening? — Yes. 

11130.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  arc  now  appointed  ? 
— Well,  I think  the  present  mode  of  appointment  is  a very  good  one ; but  I think  when 
the  Governors  suggest  the  appointment  of  auy  additional  members  from  the  locality,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  want  of  sufficient  attendance  or  otherwise,  that  their  suggestion  or  recom- 
mendation should  receive  an  almost  absolute  confirmation  from  the  Government.  I think 
the  Government  should  appoint  the  persons  the  Board  of  Governors  would  recommend.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  better  to  leave  the  appointment  of  Governors  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and  I do  not  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  confer  upon  the 
Grand  Jury  the  power  of  appointing,  and  I will  state  my  reason  for  that.  The  result  of  my 
experience  of  Grand  Jury  appointments  is  this,  that  though  very  respectable  men  are 
appointed,  there  is  very  often  a jealousy  created  by  the  omission  of  some  name,  the  passing 
over  particular  persons.  Gentlemen  arc  frequently  put  on  the  list  who  do  not  really  attend 
to  the  business,  but  who,  if  they  did  attend,  would  be  very  good  members  of  the  Board. 
With  respect  to  the  attendance  of  Governors,  I feel  that  in  this  particular  part  of  the  district 
we  do  not  receive  sufficient  assistance  from  the  Governors  belonging  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  county.  As  a general  rule,  the  Governors  residing  at  a distance  do  not  attend,  in  point 
of  fact,  at  all,  at  this  asylum.  The  asylum,  so  far  as  the  duties  of  Governors  are  concerned, 
is  worked  by  those  living  in  the  immediate  locality. 

1 1 131.  Do  you  think  a more  suitable  and  central  situation  might  have  been  chsocn  for  the 
asylum? — No;  1 do  not  think  there  could  have  been  a better  situation  than  the  present. 

11132.  What  is  vour  opinion  ns  to  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums  being  members  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  ? — In  the  working  of  this  asylum,  I see  no  objection  whatsoever  to  it. 
They  appear  to  have  gone  on  with  the  Governors  in  a very  fair  and  amicable  manner  here- 
tofore. Wo  have  never  had  any  difference  of  opinion  whenever  they  attended  here.  The 
Inspectors  appear  to  carry  out  their  own  views,  and  they  pay  every  attention  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  Governor*. 

11133.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  make  provision  for  paying 
patients  in  these  institutions? — I do  ; 1 fully  concur  in  what  The  M’Gillicuddy,  who  is  our 
principal  acting  Governor  here,  has  said  upon  that  subject,  and  I consider  that  a graduated 
scale  of  payment  is  better  than  a fixed  amount.  From  what  I have  seen  here,  I do  not  think 
that  any  improper  admissions  would  be  made  by  the  Governors.  They  inquire  strictly  and 
fully  into  the  circumstances  of  each  person. 

1 1134.  Are  you  favourable  to  the  transferring  of  the  maintenance  of  this  institution  from 
the  county  rate  to  the  poor  rate  ? — No  ; I think  the  reasons  applicable  to  district  rating  for 
poor  law  purposes  do  not  apply  at  all  to  institutions  like  this.  The  rates  for  the  supporting 
of  paupers  ought  to  be  confined  very  much  to  districts,  so  as  to  create  in  each  district  an 
inclination  or  desire  on  the  part  of  proprietors  and  occupiers  of  land  to  decrease  the  amount 
of  the  tax  by  doing  what  is  in  their  power  to  reduce  the  amount  of  pauperism;  but  the  same 
principle  does  not  apply  at  all  with  respect  to  lunacy.  So  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  I do 
not  see  how  they  bear  upon  each  other  at  all. 

11135.  Do  you  desire  any  change  in  the  chargeahility  of  the  inmates  ; you  are  aware  that 
at  present  they  are  charged  upon  the  county  at  large  ; do  you  think  the  area  for  which  they 
should  be  charged  should  be  more  limited?— ..No  ; I do  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  to 
carry  it  out.  There  are  so  many  cause*  for  lunatics  changing  from  one  part  of  the  county 
to  another  that  a different  arrangement  would  not  be  very  practicable,  nor  do  I think  there 
is  any  feeling  in  the  county  in  favour  of  any  change  in  that  respect.  It  appears  to  be  con- 
sidered better  to  have  them  charged  upon  the  county  at  large.  I have  never  known  the 
question,  of  having  a change  made^to  be  discussed  in  the  county. 

11136.  With  respect  to  dangerous  lunatics,  do  you  see  any  objection  to  giving  a power  to 
the  magistrates  to  commit  them  direct  to  the  asylum  ? — Not  at  all,  I think  it  wise ; and  regu- 
lations that  have  been  made  in  reference  to  communication  with  Dublin  and  other  quarters 
in  relation  to  the  committal  of  lunatics,  are  quite  unnecessary,  and  cause  delay,  and  very  often 
lead  to  dangerous  results.  The  most  speedy  means  should  be  provided  for  committing  a 
lunatic  at  once  to  the  asylum,  subject  to  the  proper  control  of  a magistrate,  as  is  already 
provided  by  the  law,  and  upon  the  certificate  of  a medical  man.  I do  not  see  any  reason  for 
the  delays  that  at  present  arise. 
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11137.  Do  you  concur  with  The  M‘Gillicuddy,as  to  the  expediency  of  leaving  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  superior  officers  of  the  asylum  in  the  hands  of  the  Government? — As  to  the 
superior  officers  of  the  asylum,  certainly  ; such  as  the  Governor  and  the  visiting  physician.  I 
think  it  better  to  leave  such  appointments  to  the  Government,  though,  as  a general  rule,  I am 
for  local  control.  I think  it  would  be  better,  however,  that  the  other  officers  in  the  asylum 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Governors. 

1 1 138.  Is  there  any  statement  or  suggestion  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  Commissioners  ? 
— I wish  to  make  a suggestion  with  reierence  to  evidence  that  has  been  given  on  two  or  three 
matters.  You  askea  questions  relative  to  the  idiots  who  remain  in  the  workhouse  here,  and 
inquired  how  it  was  that  so  many  appeared  to  remain  in  the  workhouses  of  the  county.  I 
thought  something  had  occurred  on  the  subject  at  this  Board,  and  on  referring  to  the  minutes, 
I found  at  page  40,  under  date  2nd  March,  1853,  this  resolution,  to  which  I wish  to  direct 
your  attention: — “ The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  question  of  receiving  idiots  into  the 
asylum,  and  after  mature  discussion  came  to  the  following  resolution,  which  they  directed  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  various  Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  county : 1 Resolved — That  with  the 
view  to  retain  the  existing  available  accommodation  in  this  establishment  as  far  as  possible 
for  curable  cases  of  lunacy,  we  are  anxious  to  impress  on  the  several  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
this  county,  the  advisability  of  not  seeking  to  have  idiots  forwarded  to  the  now  county 
asylum,  unless  such  idiots  are  dangerous  ones  ; and  that  we  trust  the  Guardians  will  co-oper- 
ate in  carrying  out  this  course  generally  throughout  the  county  at  large,  as  the  expense  of 
dieting  lunatics  and  idiots  will  be  probably  2s.  6 d.  per  head  per  week  ; whereas  in  the  work- 
houses,  the  cost  of  dietary  is  only  one  shilling  per  head  per  week.  We  trust  the  necessity  of 
exercising  every  economy,  consistent  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  law,  will  be  admitted  by 
all.  That  the  resident  physician  be  directed  to  forward  a copy  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Chairman  of  each  Union,  with  the  view  to  place  same  before  the  Guardians.’  ” To  that  I attri- 
bute the  fact  of  there  being  so  many  of  that  class  of  idiots  in  the  workhouses  as  appears  from 
the  return  you  have  referred  to. 

11139.  What  is  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  increase,  or  otherwise,  of  insanity  in  this 
county  ? — So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  iucrease.  I go 
through  the  county  a good  deal,  I visit  different  parts  of  it, and  I am  not  aware  that  insanity 
has  been  on  the  increase.  The  attention  of  persons  of  late,  since  the  asylum  was  opened,  is 
directed  to  cases  of  insanity  more  than  heretofore,  in  consequence  of  the  desire  to  induce  the 
relatives  of  lunatics  to  forward  them  to  the  asylum.  The  gentlemen  of  the  county  now  turn 
their  attention  more  to  the  finding  out  of  cases,  in  order  to  have  them  sent  to  the  asylum  ; 
whereas,  practically  speaking,  before  the  establishment  of  this  asylum,  by  reason  of  the 
distance  of  the  Limerick  asylum,  we  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  any  such  establishment. 
The  expense  of  sending  to  Limerick  was  so  great,  and  there  was  so  much  trouble  and 
difficulty  in  writing  for  orders,  and  communicating  with  Limerick  and  with  magistrates  and 
constables,  and  in  getting  doctors’  certificates,  the  result  was,  that  practically,  that  state  of 
things  led  to  tho  depriving  this  county  of  the  benefit  of  the  asylum.  The  opening  of  this 
asylum  has  boon  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  county. 

11140.  Can  you  explain  why  the  infirmary  has  not  been  used? — At  a meeting  of  the  Board 
here,  I understood  the  reason  it  was  not  used  was  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of 
cases  to  occupy  it.  The  doctors,  of  course,  know  best  about  these  matters ; but  the  opinion 
of  the  Governors  was,  that  there  wore  so  few  cases  fit  for  an  infirmary,  that  thoy  would  not 
be  justified  in  imposing  upon  the  county  the  expense’ of  an  additional  staff  for  the  infirmary. 
We  did  not  think  it  led  to  any  grievance  in  the  asylum.  In  consequence  of  the  great  expense 
for  this  building,  ail  expense  incurred  without  the  assent  of  the  gentry  of  the  county,  or 
without  any  communication  with  them,  the  taxation  upon  the  county  has  been  enormous;  and 
the  Governors  have,  therefore,  been  trying  to  keep  the  working  expenses  as  low  as  they 
could,  of  course,  always  taking  care  to  provide  for  the  patients  in  a suitable  manner. 
If  an  infirmary  is  required,  I think  the  one  we  have  ought  to  be  used.  I have  heard 
the  objection  stated,  that  it  is  a building  detached  from  the  house,  and  in  reference  to  that 
I would  suggest  that  we  should  not  be  subjected  to  any  more  outlay  for  building,  by  the 
erection  of  another  infirmary  attached  to  the  asylum,  which  would  render  the  present  infirmary 
useless.  The  Governors  feel  strongly  against  any  more  expense  being  incurred  in  the  way 
of  building,  which  would  be  charged  to  the  county. 

11141.  How  does  it  appear  that  the  large  cost  incurred  in  the  original  erection  of  the 
asylum  is  any  very  valid  reason  for  not  using  a portion  of  the  building  considered  essen- 
tial ? — It  is  no  reason  why  the  building  should  not  be  used  if  it  is  necessary.  ^ ou  have 
asked  whether  the  attention  of  the  Governors  was  directed  to  the  fact  of  the  infirmary 
not  being  used,  and  Dr.  Murphy  stated  that  he  was  not  aware  the  question  was  ever 
brought  before  the  Board.  I wish  to  say  my  opinion  of  the  Governors  is,  that  if  it  was 
shown  to  us  that  it  was  essential  for  the  benefit  of  the  patients  that  this  infirmary  should 
be  used,  we  would  provide  an  additional  staff  for  the  purpose.  At  the  same  time,  we  have 
always  impressed  upon  the  officers  to  try  and  keep  down  the  expense  as  much  as  possible, 
in  consequence  of  the  enormous  charge  already  upon  the  county  for  the  asylum. 

11142.  Does  your  information  bear  out  the  statement  which  has  been  made,  that  no 
communication  ever  took  place  between  the  gentry  of  this  county  and  the  Government,  with 
regard  to  the  erection  of  this  asylum?— My  information  bears  me  out  in  this,  that  except 
with  reference  to  the  site,  there  was  no  communication.  The  Grand  Jury  and  the  gentry 
of  this  county  were  communicated  with  as  to  that,  but  with  reference  to  the  plans  or 
the  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  building,  the  gentry  of  too  county  were  never  consulted  in 
any  way  whatsoever,  until  the  asylum  was  given  up  to  us  : nd  ithas  been  the  subject  of 
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almost  universal  complaint  amongst  the  gentry  of  the  county,  that  such  an  enormous  sum 
as  £43,000  or  £44,000  should  have  been  expended  upon  a building  to  contain  200  patients 
without  their  ever  having  consulted  on  the  subject,  or  as  to  the  mode  of  carrying  out  the 
object  in  view,  and  particularly  when  we  have  here  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  road,  and 
within  a few  yards,  a poorliouse  built  for  £10,000,  to  accommodate  800  persons,  and  which 
during  the  famine,  contained  nearly  4,000.  With  such  a fact  before  us,  it  is  considered  a 
grievance  of  a serious  character  that  the  ratepayers  should  be  taxed  to  the  extent  of  £44,000 
to  provide  accommodation  for  200  lunatics,  and  that  without  even  consulting  those  who  pay. 

11143.  If  the  Governors  desired  to  have  a new  building  now,  would  they  be  allowed  to  erect 
it  themselves,  or  would  the  Board  of  Works  undertake  it? — The  Board  are  now  doing  the 
new  works,  and  with  respect  to  these  we  have  cause  of  complaint,  because  suggestions  we 
made  as  to  the  expenditure  of  money,  have  been  totally  disregarded  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
or  by  the  members  of  the  Government  in  connexion  with  them.  As  you  have  heard  stated, 
when  it  was  proposed  to  apply  the  money,  awarded  to  us  under  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  1855,  in  a particular  way  as  we  thought  best  upon  consideration  here  for  the  benefit 
of  the  asylum,  our  suggestions  in  that  respect  were  totally  disregarded.  You  asked  whether 
complaints  were  made  from  the  Governors  to  the  Board  of  Works  during  the  progress  of 
the  building,  or  whether  any  remonstrance  was  addressed  to  them  ; on  that  subject  I wish  to 
state,  that  this  being  a new  district,  and  a new  asylum,  no  Board  of  Governors  existed 
durino-  the  progress  of  the  building,  and  there  was  no  one  who  could  remonstrate  or 
complain,  unless  some  county  gentleman  wished  to  volunteer.  In  other  places,  where  Boards 
of  Governors  existed,  there  was  also  an  already  existing  asylum  of  some  sort,  and  in  those 
places,  I believe,  the  Board  of  Works  were  in  communication  with  the  existing  Boards  of 
Governors  respecting  the  new  asylums  that  were  erected.  The  Board  of  Governors  here, 
however,  came  first  into  existence  when  the  building  was  completed,  and  we  then  did  remon- 
strate as  to  alterations  required,  and  also  as  to  the  great  expense  incurred  without  the 
sanction  of  the  gentry  of  the  county,  or  without  communication  with  the  Grand  Jury. 

11144.  You  have  read  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Governors  proposing  to  exclude 
idiots  from  the  asylum;  are  you  aware  that  resolution  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Privy  Council  for  the  government  of  lunatic  asylums? — I am  not. 

11145.  Be  kind  enough  to  read  regulation  number  four? — I have  read  the  regulation, 
and  I do  not  consider  it  is  quite  inconsistent  with  our  resolution,  because  we  have  never 
decided  here,  nor  did  we  ever  put  forward  the  opinion  that  idiots  are  not  admissible.  It  was 
only  in  order  to  render  available  as  long  as  possible  the  accommodation  in  the  asylum  for 
the  more  pressing  class  of  patients  that  we  recommended  the  Boards  of  Guardians  not  to 
forward  to  the  asylum  harmless  idiots  at  that  time,  because  we  calculated  on  requiring  the 
room  that  would  be  occupied  by  them  for  other  cases  in  which  it  might  be  hoped  a cure 
would  be  effected.  I am  almost  certain  I heard  one  of  the  Inspectors  who  attended  here 
state,  and  I am  certain  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  that  in  admissions 
to  the  asylum,  we  should  always  consider  most  and  give  a preference  to  the  cases  of  persons 
likely  to  be  cured.  The  rule  to  which  you  have  referred  me  states  that  idiots  are  admissible 
as  well  as  others,  and  our  object  in  adopting  the  resolution  I have  read  was,  not  to  have 
idiots  sent  in  as  a general  rule  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  inasmuch  as  the  asylum  might 
be  crowded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  admit  curable  cases.  We  did  not 
lay  down  the  rule  against  the  admission  of  idiots,  and  idiots  who  were  not  in  workhouses 
were  never  refused  admission  here,  because  they  were  such ; on  the  contrary,  we  consider 
idiots  entitled  to  admission  ; but  we  did  not  want  to  get  all  the  idiots  of  the  county  sent  in 
upon  us  at  onco  from  the  workhouses.  The  resolution  to  which  I have  referred  was  adopted 
in  1853,  before  the  institution  was  long  working,  and  we  were  then  afraid  that  if  all  those 
idiots  came  in  upon  us  in  a batch,  there  would  be  no  room  for  the  patients  who  could  be 
cured  and  restored  to  their  families  and  friends. 

11146.  The  ground  assigned  in  the  resolution  for  recommending  that  the  idiots  be  retained 
in  the  workhouses  is  that  of  economy? — Yes;  that  is  one  ground,  and  also  with  the  view  to 
retaining  the  existing  accommodation  for  curable  cases  of  lunacy. 

11147.  But  the  contingency  proposed  to  be  provided  against,  of  the  accommodation  being 
very  much  pressed  upon,  has  never  arisen  in  this  asylum  ? — It  never  arose ; but  at  that  time  in 
1853, 1 take  it  for  granted,  the  Governors  were  afraid  of  an  overcrowding  of  the  asylum. 

11148.  In  reference  to  that,  resolution,  I may  ask  you,  have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  or  not  workhouses  are  proper  places  for  idiots  to  be  retained  in? — I am  an  ex-officio 
member  of  several  poor  law  boards  in  this  county — of  four  of  them ; and  I frequently  visit 
them,  and  I have  seen  a class  of  healthy,  able-bodied  idiots  in  those  workhouses,  and  they 
appeared  to  me  to  get  on  very  well,  and  not  to  require  any  special  treatment  in  a medical 
point  of  view.  On  that  point  I am  not  competent  to  give  any  opinion  respecting  them;  but 
as  an  ordinary  guardian  it  appeared  to  me  they  might  remain  in  those  workhouses  with 
advantage. 

1 1 149.  Are  youaware  whether  any  special  attendants  are  provided  for  the  care  of  lunatics  in 
workhouses  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  special  attendants,  but  I have  remarked  that 
the  idiots  appeared  to  have  been  very  much  looked  after  from  motives  of  kindness  or  huma- 
nity— from  that  kind  feeling  which  appears  to  exist  out  of  doors  amongst  the  poorer  classes 
towards  persons  of  weak  minds.  I have  seen  the  paupers  apparently  looking  after  them  and 
taking  care  of  them. 

11150.  Are  you  aware,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  have  occasionally  been  subjected  to 
ill  treatment  at  the  hands  of  other  paupers  ? — I have  not  heard  that;  but,  as  you  direct  my 
attention  to  it,  I think  it  likely,  if  there  was  an  idiot  of  a particular  class  causing  merriment. 
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or  amusement,  he  might  be  worried.  I would  say  that  could  be  hardly  avoided,  for  we  see  Ktmurnr. 

out  of  doors  persons  of  that  class  very  often  annoyed  by  boys  and  girls.  The  discipline  of  _ 

a workhouse  establishment  may  tend  to  prevent  that.  With  respect  to  the  erection  of  another  milaTV%I)islrict 

asylum  for  incurables  in  the  province,  I am  not  aware  how  it  would  bear  or  operate  in  a r t 

medical  point  of  view  ; but,  on  the  part  of  the  Governors,  so  far  as  I have  heard  them  express  7’  q"  J'P' 

their  opinions,  I would  press  upon  the  Commissioners  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  strong  Objection  to  taxation 

feeling  of  opposition  they  have  to  any  further  buildings  being  erected  for  such  a purpose  bSldinS 

after  such  an  enormous  sum  has  been  already  expended  upon  this  asylum,  which  they  think 

could  be  made  available  for  the  incurable  lunatics  existing  in  the  county.  I have  no  doubt 

there  would  be  great  opposition  to  any  further  building,  or  any  further  staff,  even  for  the 

province ; for  we  would,  of  course,  have  to  pay  our  share  towards  it.  You  see  the  size  of 

this  house,  and.  it  appears,  to  me  quite  as  a matter  of  course  that  accommodation  could  be 

obtained  here  for  100  patients  above  what  the  building  was  calculated  to  contain.  With 

respect  to  the  appointment  of  Governors,  and  the  questions  you  asked  me  on  that  subject  I 

have  now  before  me  a list  of  the  Governors  of  this  asylum,  numbering  twenty-eight,  chosen  The  Board  of 

from  all  parts  of  the  county ; and,  on  looking  over  it,  I can  say,  from  my  own  personal  Governors. 

knowledge,  that  not  more  than  eleven  out  of  the  twenty-eight  have  ever  attended.  I 

may  observe,  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  superior  officers,  such  as  the  manager,  who 

may  be  selected  from  any  part  of  Ireland,  that  if  the  Governors  were  empowered°to  elect 

persons  to  those  offices,  the  gentlemen  who  do  not  usually  attend  would  come  in  to 

vote  for  particular  candidates  on  the  occasions  when  offices  of  such  value  were  to  be 

disposed  of.  To  avoid  any  difficulty  on  that  subject,  and  to  guard  against  any  supposition 

that  the  right  man  was  not  chosen  for  the  right  place,  I think  it  might  be  better  to  leave, 

as  at  present,  the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  with  the  Government.  At  the  same 

time,  I think  the  observations  as  to  local  control  that  have  been  made  caunot  in  my  opinion, 

be  too  fully  attended  to. 

James  Bland  Ilewson,  Esq.,  j.p.,  sworn  and  examined.  ^aSi  Hewson, 

11151.  How  long  have  you  been  a Governor  of  this  asylum  ? — For  the  last  three  or  four 
years. 

11152.  Have  you  been  a constant  attendant? — When  I am  in  the  county,  I constantly 
attend. 

1 1153.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Governors  are  now  appointed  ; -Appointment  of 
do  you  consider  the  power  of  appointment  should  be  left  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? — Governors. 

I do. 


11154.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  a representative 
character  to  the  Board  by  allowing  local  bodies  to  nominate  ? — I have  never  been  able  to 
see  how  that  could  be  effectually  carried  out.  I agree  iu  the  observation  Mr.  Leahy  has 
made,  that  it  would  be  desirable  if,  from  time  to  time,  gentlemen  resident  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
institution  were  appointed  Governors;  and  as  to  appointing  Governors  generally  throughout 
the  county,  I do  not  see  the  least  use  in  it,  because  they  do  not  attend,  nor  could  they  be  expected 
to  attend,  living  as  they  do  at  such  distances  from  the  asylum.  The  great  object,  I think, 
would  be  to  secure  a body  of  respectable  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  to  attend  here,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  business  of  the  institution  from  falling  into  arrear,  as  sometimes  happens  from 
the  non-attendance  of  a sufficient  number  of  Governors. 

11155.  I believe  portions  of  the  county  are  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the  asylum? — 

Certainly,  and  more. 

1 1 156.  Do  you  desire  to  see  any  alteration  in  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  for  the  main-  of 

tenance  of  the  institution  are  raised  ? — I do  not  see  how  they  could  be  more  fairly  charged. 

11157.  Do  you  think  the  ebargeability  of  the  lunatics  could,  with  more  propriety  and  fair- 
ness, be  fixed  on  electoral  divisions  or  unions,  or  remain  upon  the  county  at  large  ? — I think 
it  ought  to  remain  upon  the  county  at  large.  . 

11158.  "With  regard  to  the  chief  medical  officers  at  present  appointed  by  the  Executive  o£^°“  en  0 
Government,  would  you  leave  the  power  to  appoint  with  the  Lora  Lieutenant? — I certainly 
would ; I do  not  see  any  better  mode  of  appointing. 

11159.  Do  you  think  the  appointment  of  matron,  storekeeper,  and  so  on,  should  be  left  to 
the  Executive  Government  ? — I think  those  appointments  might,  perhaps,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  confided  to  the  Governors.  They  are  much  better  able,  I should  say,  to  judge 
from  a personal  examination  of  the  parties,  on  seeing  them,  as  to  their  fitness  for  those 
offices,  and  from  their  general  knowledge  of  the  parties.  , Mecmey  ofthe 

11160.  I presume  you  consider  the  asylum  is  at  present  fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  Asylum, 
the  district  ? — It  is  more  than  adequate  at  present.  The  asylum  was  built  to  accommodate 
250  patients,  giving  a very  large  allowance  of  room.  There  are  not  more  than  170,  or 
from  that  to  180,  in  the  house ; and  I believe  there  is  a ready  reception  for  every  person 
considered  at  all  a proper  subject  for  admission. 

11161.  Do  you  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed,  that  there  is  no  real  increase  of  lunacy  in 
the  county  of  late  years  ? — I have  no  means  of  forming  any  opinion  on  that  subject ; but,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  I think  there  is  no  increase.  oh 

11162.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  being  members  of  the  Board  ^ect^bekig 
of  Governors,  and  voting  in  the  proceedings  ? — I should  prefer  that  their  part  in  the  pro-  Governors, 
ceedings  of  the  Board  was  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  roor  Law  Inspectors  at  Boards  of 
Guardians,  to  advise  and  offer  suggestions. 

11163.  With  regard  to  the  control  hitherto  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Works,  would  you 
propose  that  should  continue,  or  that  the  Governors  should  be  at  liberty  to  erect  their  own 
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buildings? — I think  the  Governors  would  be  totally  incompetent  to  do  any  thin"  of  that 
sort ; I think  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  work  out  the  system.  B 

11164.  Do  not  the  Grand  Juries  build  the  gaols  under  their  own  inspection9 Tlicv  do 

under  the  inspection  of  the  County  Surveyor.  I should  say,  if  the  Board  of  Governors 
were  to  be  intrusted  with  such  a duty  as  that,  it  would  necessitate  the  creation  of  a staff 
under  them  of  professionals,  persons  fit  for  such  duties.  They  could  not  otherwise  bc'fairlv 
made  responsible  for  the  due  execution  of  the  work ; and  I do  not  see  any  advantage  in 
incurring  that  expense,  when  there  is  a Board  of  Works  at  present  in  existence,  whose°dutv 
it  is  to  look  after  those  things.  •' 

11165.  Are  you  favourable,  or  otherwise,  to  the  admission  of  navinc  natients9— I om 
favourable  to  the  admission  of  paying  patients. 

11166.  Upon  a fixed  or  graduated  scale?— Upon  a scale  proportioned  to  the  means  of  the 
parties.  _ I believe  we  got  permission  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  admit  payin"  patients- 
but  previous  to  admitting  them  we  have  always  entered  into  a very  close  investigation  of  their 
means,  and  the  means  of  their  families  to  support  them,  and  our  plan  has  been  to  require  a 
payment  in  proportion  to  what  wc  ascertain  to  be  the  means  of  the  parties. 

11167.  On  what  grounds  do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  appointment  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  asylum  with  the  Executive  rather  than  confer  it  on  the  Boards  of 
Governors?— In  order  to  avoid  the  canvassing  or  the  rivalry  that  would  arise  in  the  latter 
case.  I think  bad  feeling  and  great  dissatisfaction,  and  even  distrust,  would  be  created  in 
the  county  if,  when  one  of  those  offices  was  to  be  filled  up,  there  was  canvassing  amongst 
the  Governors  scattered  over  the  county,  who  would  then  come  in  and  vote,  although  they 
never  attended  except  upon  such  occasions.  Those  gentlemen  would  come  in,  I think,  to 
support  persons  for  whom  they  were  interested;  and  1 think  their  coming  on  such  occasions 
and  acting  in  the  management  of  affairs  then,  would  create  a great  deal  of  distrust  and 
dissatisfaction. 

11168.  Are  you  aware  the  surgeons  of  the  county  infirmaries  arc  appointed  by  the  local 
Boards  of  Governors  of  the  infirmaries  ?— I am  not  aware  of  that.  What  I mean  with 
regard  to  my  last  answer  is,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  having 
any  kind  of  personal  interest  in  being  a Governor  of  the  institution  such  as  having  patronage ; 
and  1 am  sure  there  would  be  greater  confidence  in  officers  appointed  by  the  Government, 
who,  1 presume,  would  be  quite  impartial  between  all  the  candidates. 

11169.  1 ou  do  not  think  it  would  be  well  to  hold  out  any  inducement,  beyond  the  mere  per- 
formance of  duty,  to  gentlemen  to  become  Governors  of  the  asylum  ?— I should  think  not. 
No  man  is  compelled  to  be  a Governor  of  the  institution ; and  I presume,  if  a gentleman 
seeks  the  appointment,  lie  does  so  from  a disinterested  desire  to  benefit  the  county. 

V 1 ‘ °- ,,  a general  principle,  do  you  think  it  is  a wholesome  state  of  tilings  to  leave  to  tbo 
central  authority  that  portion  of  the  duty  which  may  bo  considered  irksome  to  local  parties? 
—1  do  not  seo  that  any  person  who  undertakes  a public  office  has  any  reason  to  complain  of 
ini  “kTrSSr0f  t,‘e  °ffic<7  ,)0  1S  bound  t0  d,scharge  flic  duties  of  the  position  lie  has  under- 
J™  5 butj.a?.1  understand  the  question  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  it 
is  more  a privilege  than  an  irksome  duty.  Personally,  one  would  rather  have  the  patronage 
iLt  fn5-  s!t,uatIIons ;.  Jut  * do,  I10.fc  t,llnk  w°uld  be  so  well  for  the  interests  of  the  institution 
that  individuals  residing  in  the  immediate  locality  should  have  the  power  of  appointing. 
x •'  f1  . properly  speaking,  a portion  of  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  a great  empire 
Tnat<!  t0  °ffi ^eS,  in.  .locaI  inst'tutions  ? — I should  say  not ; but  the  offices  of 
manaSe£  and  physician  to  a district  asylum  do  not  come  within  the  class  of  small 
nffiLi-o  “ xi  0U^  , ^ ei.r  sa^ar'es  may  not  be  very  high,  they  are  still  very  important 
officei, s,  and  they  ought  to  be  persons  in  whom  the  whole  county  would  have  confidence. 
nffWrJci-,  1 ^0U  nof  thin  c would  be  a Sood  principle  that  the  parties  who  have  to  pay 
officers  should  have  the  power  to  elect  them  ; I mean  as  a general  principle  ?— Yes ; but  I 
rnj  p .e  Governors  should,  in  that  case,  be  the  persons  having  the  appointment. 

. ;n  , i°rs  in  their  individual  capacity  no  doubt  pay  their  quota  of  the  taxation  ; but 

]!iCtf-d  thrJ,d°  "ot  rePre3ent  the  general  ratepayers.  I wish-  to  state  that,  in  my 
X*  ’ the ,dutl®s  of  tbe  Governors  of  this  institution  ought  to  be  better  defined.  I have 
ri  i 13  ^ as  ^ Pussibly  could,  to  learn  what  my  duties  as  a Governor  are,  from  the 

,e  rjv7  Council  which  have  been  published  from  time  to  time,  and  which  I think  are 
i , ® f .^ve.  There  is  one  I would  instance ; it  is  the  practice — and  I think  a most 

t 7 ^ des*rable  practice — that  the  resident  physician  of  this  institution  should  have 
j t a s®nce  *or  a certain  period  of  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  recreation  and  health, 
ar.nl ^;ntn+nQ+ifeer«an^  ride  °?  tbe  3Ubjeck  The  manager  of  this  institution  is  in  the  habit  of 
PP  y S ° e Governors  for  that  permission,  which  they  have  always,  of  course,  granted 
m wi  e greatest  pleasure;  but  I do  not  think  that  according  to  the  rules,  as  they  stand 
JJ  X • . th°  P°weF  of  giving  that  permission.  The  only  rule  that  can  be  said 

apply  is  that  stating  that  he  is  not  permitted  to  sleep  a night  out  of  the  institution  without 
tne  permission  of  the  Governors;  but  it  is  very  questionable  whether  that  can  bo  construed 
n o giving  a power  to  the  Governors  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence  for  a month  or  six 
Ze  s'  v/  C ear  7 °pmi°Q  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  institution  itself  that  any 
c r w o gives  such  constant  attendance  here  as  the  manager  does,  should  have  leave  of 
eIfT  ^ear  ^or  V1®  PurPose  of  reoreation;  and  being  of  that  opinion,  I think  it 
^ p8,8®1116  provision,  should  be  made  for  the  appointing  of  some  person  to  reside 

ere,  an  ischarge  his  duty  during  his  absence.  The  practice  now  is,  to  have  the  visitiBg 
puy^cian  undertake  the  responsibility  of  the  establishment  during  the;  absence  o'f 
dent  physician.  That  . « n onm.n-E  mu . 


That  is  not  enough.  The  visiting  physician  does  not  reside  upon  the 
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premises,  and  we  know  how  very  particular  the  rules  are  with  regard  to  having  some 
central  authority  resident  in  the  house;  and  it  so  happens  that  durinf  the  absence  of  the 
resident  physician  there  is  no  person  in  the  house  filling  a similar  position;  and  I am  of 
opinion  that  some  one  of  the  same  character  and  position  should  be  always  here  for  the 
purpose  oi  controlling  the  inferior  officers.  J 

1 1173;  What  mode  occurs  to  you  of  meeting  that  difficulty  ?-I  suppose  further  taxation 
to  pay  his  substitute.  I do  not  think  the  payment  of  that  substitute  ought  to  be  charged 
upon  tho  resident  physician ; I think  it  ought  to  be  provided  for  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
county,  That  is  merely  with  reference  to  one  matter ; but  I think  the  duties  generally  of 
the  Governors  ought  to  be  more  strictly  defined.  J 


The  Rev.  Francis  Le  Huntc,  sworn  and  examined. 

1 1 1T4.  Y ou  are  the  Established  Church  chaplain  to  this  institution  ? — I am. 

11175.  How  long  have  you  held  that  appointment  ?— Just  a year  and  a-half. 

11176.  What  proportion  of  the  Protestant  inmates  are  usually  in  a condition  to  attend 
divine  service  ?— There  are  fifteen  in  the  house,  and  I have  generally  from  ten  to  twelve  at 
service  ; sometimes  I have  as  many  as  fourteen. 

11177.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  addressing  a discourse  to  them?— Yes. 

11178.  Do  you  find  genei’ally  that  they  are  attentive? — I do. 

11179.  From  your  occasional  conversations  with  individuals,  do  you  find  they  appreciate 
your  ministrations  ? — I think  I can  say  so  as  to  some. 

11180.  Do  you  think,  as  regards  the  greater  number,  they  would  feel  it  to  be  a great 
deprivation  if  not  allowed  to  attend  divine  service? — I do  indeed. 

11181.  Have  you  been  allowed  at  all  times  to  attend  in  the  house  freely,  and  to  discharge 
your  duties  ? — Always. 

11182.  In  the  event  of  a patient  being  in  an  excited  state,  and  that  the  manager  said  he 
did  not  consider  it  would  bo  desirable  you  should  visit  the  patient  at  that  time,  would  you 
consider  yourself  debarred  from  visiting  ? — Certainly.  I might  say  if  that  was  continuous  for 
any  length  of  time  I would  have  a wish  to  see  the  patient ; I have  been  always  asked  to 
do  so.  Every  possible  assistance  is  given  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

11183.  After  the  evidence  you  have  given,  I need  scarcely  ask  you  whether  you  consider 
such  institutions  as  this  should  be  left  without  chaplains  ? — I think  they  should  not. 

11184.  Have  you  had  a supply  of  religious  books,  Bibles,  and  prayer  books? — I have  not; 
I never  applied  for  them.  1 was  not  aware  that  they  would  be  supplied.  I have  supplied 
the  inmates  myself ; at  least  I have  got  them  prayer  books.  I found  it  difficult  to  get  them 
to  take  care  of  them.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  the  keepers  should  hand  them  to  them  on 
the  Sabbath. 

11185.  Do  you  keep  any  journal  or  monthly  book  of  the  duties  you  perform,  and  the 
visits  you  make  to  the  patients? — Yes;  I enter  in  the  Chaplain’s  Book,  and  in  the  Daily 
Statement  Book,  on  every  day  that  I attend.  [The  Chaplain’s  Book  is  produced.] 

1 1 186.  You  do  uot  seem  to  enter  in  this  book  any  statement  as  regards  the  result  of  your 
miuistrations  ? — I have  never  done  so  ; I was  not  aware  till  lately,  of  the  way  in  which  I 
should  keep  the  book.  I saw  in  one  of  the  rules  it  was  required  I should  state  the  numbers 
who  attended  service,  distinguishing  male  and  female. 

11187.  It  would  bo  desirable  tho  fifth  regulation  should  be  more  fully  complied  with? — I 
have  looked  to  the  regulation,  I have  heretofore  overlooked  it. 


Kit,i.asney. 

Killamey  District 
Asylicm. 

Jas.  Bland  Hewson, 
Esq.,  j.p. 


Rev.  P.  Le  Hunte. 


Religious  ministra- 
tions; the  Protestant 
inmates. 


The  Chaplain's  boot. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


PpBLIW'  Dublin,  16th  December,  1857. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Reding  ton,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

^TanceryZwticf  THE  GENERAL  QUESTION  OP  CHANCERY  LUNATICS. 

Thomas  Rice  Henn,  Thomas  Rice  Henn,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law,  sworn  and  examined. 

Esq. 

1 1 18S.  I believe  you  have  acted  for  some  years,  on  different  occasions,  as  a Commissioner 
do  Lunalico  ? — I have  acted  since  the  present  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal,  Mr.  Blackburne,  was 
Chancellor  ; he  appointed  me  during  Lord  Derby's  administration. 

Commissions  de  11189.  You  have  not  acted  since  that  period  under  a general  Commission,  but  under  a 

lunatico  inquirendo.  separate  Commission  issued  in  each  case  ? — Under  a separate  Commission  issued  in  each 
case,  I apprehend.  There  is  a writ  directed  to  two  Commissioners,  who  are  named  in  the 
writ ; but  it  has  been  the  custom,  I believe,  to  name  in  all  those  writs,  the  persons  who 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Chancellor  for  the  time  being. 

11190.  Are  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  those  writs,  and  the  proceedings 
with  regard  to  the  courts  of  inquiry  held  under  them,  regulated  by  statute  law  ? — I 
apprehend  not  by  statute ; but  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

11191.  Are  the  inquiries  invariably  conducted  before  a jury  ? — Invariably. 

11192.  Is  that  a jury  of  twelve,  or  a lesser  number  ? — A jury  of  twelve  always  in 
Ireland. 

Mode  of  proceeding.  11193.  Be  kind  enough  to  state  the  course  of  proceeding  in  the  holding  of  those  in- 

quiries ? — The  course  of  proceeding  is,  that  a writ  is  issued  out  of  the  Hanaper  Office, 
directed  to  Commissioners,  calling  upon  them  to  hold  an  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  mind 
of  the  person  named  in  the  writ,  and  also  as  to  the  state  of  that  person’s  property — and 
who  are  his  heir-at-law  and  next  of  kin.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners 
named  in  the  writ  to  issue  a precept  to  the  sheriff,  directing  him  to  summon  a jury,  and  that 
jury  is  either  a special  jury  or  a common  jury,  according  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  directs. 
As  a general  rule,  a special  jury  is  summoned  by  the  sheriff;  a day  is  named,  and  the  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  is  held  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  jury  is  sworn  by  the  Commissioners  to 
try,  in  the  words  of  the  writ,  whether  the  person  named  in  the  writ  is  a person  of  unsound 
mind,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  managing  his  own  affairs ; and  if  so,  when  he  became  so ; 
who  is  his  heir ; who  are  his  next  of  kin ; and  what  is  the  nature  and  amount  of  his  pro- 
perty, both  real  and  personal. 

The  writs  of  inquiry.  H194.  Are  the  terms  of  the  writs  always  uniform  ? — Always  uniform  ; so  far  as  I have 
had  experience,  invariably  uniform.  It  states  that  the  inquiry  is  to  ascertain  whether  the 
person  is  an  idiot,  lunatic,  or  person  of  unsound  mind,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  managing 
his  own  affairs ; and  it  is  very  important,  indeed,  that  there  should  be  that  distinction 
taken  in  the  writ,  for  there  are  many  cases  of  unsoundness,  that  do  not  fall  within 
the  legal  definition  of  idiocy  or  lunacy,  and  which,  nevertheless,  involve  legal  incapacity. 

Notice  of  the  inquiry.  11195.  What  notification  is  made  to  the  parties  who  may  be  interested  for  the  lunatic, 
previous  to  the  inquiry  ? — It  is  invariably  required  to  be  proved  before  us  that  notice  has 
been  served  upon  the  alleged  lunatic  himself;  also  upon  the  heir-at-law  and  next  of  kin, 
so  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained  or  known  to  be  in  this  country.  The  first  proof  given 
before  us  is,  that  all  those  notices  have  been  served  upon  the  parties  interested  in  resisting 
or  maintaining  the  Commission. 

11190.  At  what  period  before  the  inquiry  is  it  usual  for  such  notices  to  be  served?— 
Well,  that  depends  very  much  upon  the  time  fixed  for  the  holdin  g of  the  Commission  after  the 
issue  of  the  writ.  The  only  answer  I can  make  to  that  is  this,  that  we  always  give  direction  to 
have  notices  served  in  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  parties  to  be  duly  prepared  with  defences, 
if  necessary,  or  to  instruct  counsel  to  attend  for  the  different  parties  who  wish  to  be  repre- 
sented at  the  inquiry.  I can  only  answer,  in  a general  way,  that  sufficient  notice  is  given. 
As  a general  rule,  from  a week  to  ten  days'  notice  is  always  given. 

11197.  Those  Commissions  usually  originate  in  petitions  to  the  Lord  Chancellor? — 
Invariably  originate  in  petitions  to  the  Chancellor;  generally  speaking,  presented  to  the 
Chancellor  by  the  next  of  kin,  or  somebody  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  alleged 
lunatic. 

. 1H98.  Do  you  think  that,  practically,  sufficient  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  those 
inquiries  being  held  without  due  notice  being  given  to  all  the  parties  ? — So  far  as  I know, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  will  never  make  an  order  unless  he  is  satisfied  that  all  the  parties 
who  ought  to  have  notice  of  the  petition  have  had  the  notice.  In  point  of  fact,  we,  as 
Commissioners,  have  little  to  do  with  the  matter;  we  merely  obey  the  writ  issued  from 
the  Hanaper  Office.  We  take  care,  upon  the  proceeding  held  before  us,  to  ascertain  that 
due  notice  has  been  given  to  the  parties  interested  in  the  Commission.  I believe  the 
practice  is,  that  the  Chancellor  will  not  make  an  order  upon  such  a petition  unless  the 
parties  interested  are  brought  before  him  in  the  first  instance. 

Parties  entitled  to  11199.  What  parties  have  a right  to  appear  before  the  court  which  you  hold  ? — The  next 

appear  at  inquiry,  &c.  of  kin  have  a right ; the  heir-at-law  has  a right;  and,  of  course,  the  alleged  lunatic  himself 
has  a right  to  appear  by  counsel  or  in  person. 

11200.  I presume  that  the  original  petitioner  to  the  Chancellor  is  usually  in  one  or  other 
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of  those  relations  to  the  alleged  lunatic,  heir-at-law  or  next  of  kin  ? — So  far  as  I know,  he 
is  generally  heir-at-law  or  next  of  kin. 

11201.  The  case  may  have  arisen  where  the  wife  or  husband  may  have  been  petitioner 
also  ? — Certainly. 

11202.  Wha.tisthe  smallest  case,  as  regards  property,  which  you  have  had  to  investigate, 
as  a Commissioner? — I cannot  charge  my  memory  with  anything  under  £100  a-year,  but 
I think  I may  safely  say  I recollect  cases  in  which  the  property  was  not  more  than  £100 
a-year  ; I can  also  state,  that  the  Chancellor  himself  will  scarcely  make  an  order,  unless 
he  thinks  the  property  is  sufficient  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  Commission.  According 
to  my  recollection,  we  seldom  had  a case  before  us  in  which  the  property  was  less  than 
£100  a-year. 

11203.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  to  the  Commissioners  in  what  way  the  expense  of  a Com- 
mission tie  Lunatico  is  defrayed  ? — Yes,  I think  so ; it  is  defrayed  out  of  the  lunatic’s  own 
property.  The  Lord  Chancellor  makes  an  order  for  taxing  the  costs  of  the  Commission, 
and  the  order  for  payment  so  soon  as  the  costs  are  ascertained,  and  they  invariably  come 
out  of  the  lunatic’s  own  property. 

11204.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  the  cost  would  be  of  an  ordinary  case  ? — I will  tell  you 
as  far  as  I know  myself.  I think  the  special  jury  get  a guinea  each  man  for  a verdict — 
that  is  twelve  guineas,  which,  I think,  is  all  that  is  given,  no  matter  how  long  the  inquiry 
lasts ; but  that  is  a matter  I cannot  be  certain  of.  The  Commissioners,  I know,  have  no 
jurisdiction  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  The  Commissioners  get  four  guineas  each  per 
day ; and,  of  course,  the  counsel  employed  in  the  case  are  paid  their  fees.  I cannot  state 
positively  what  the  expenses  are,  except  so  far  as  what  we  ourselves  are  paid;  and  our  fee, 
as  fixed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  is  four  guineas  a day  each. 

11205.  The  costs  incurred  in  protecting  the  ease  of  a lunatic  are,  I believe,  also  defrayed 
out  of  the  estate  ? — Defrayed  out  of  the  estate ; I recollect  one  remarkable  case,  winch 
I may  mention,  in  which  the  lunatic  succeeded  in  getting  a verdict  of  sanity.  It  was  an 
extremely  bad  verdict.  Shortly  after  there  was  a second  Commission  issued  with  respect 
to  the  same  person;  and  the  second  jury,  without  much  difficulty,  found  him  insane. 
Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  solemn  argument  as  to  Ins  power  so  to  do,  ordered  the 
expenses  of  the  first  inquiry,  when  the  verdict  was  in  favour  of  the  lunatic,  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  lunatic’s  estate.  That  was  the  ease  of  In  re  Clegg,  a lunatic.  The  first 
verdict  was  a very  bad  one. 

11206.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  an  idea  of  what  might  have  been  the  cost  of 
carrying  out  the  Commission  in  that  case  ? — As  well  as  I recollect,  the  first  inquiry  lasted 
four  days,  and  that  was  thirty-two  guineas  for  the  Commissioners  alone.  If  I am  right  in 
saying  the  jury  got  only  twelve  guineas,  that  would  make  forty -four  guineas.  The  counsel 
got  refreshing  fees  every  day,  besides  the  fees  on  the  briefs.  On  a rough  guess,  I may  say 
the  Commission  could  not  have  cost  less  than  ei  ghty  guineas.  But  that  is  only  a rough  guess. 
That  was  the  first  case  I knew  of  in  which  an  alleged  lunatic  obtained  a verdict  of  sanity. 

11207.  When  a report  is  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  insanity  of  a party  respect- 
ing whom  a Commission  of  Inquiry  is  held,  are  you  enabled  to  state  what  is  the  next  step 
that  is  taken  ? — The  writ  is  returned  to  the  Hanaper  Office,  and  then,  I apprehend,  the 
course  is  for  the  parties  who  originally  presented  the  petition  to  present  another  petition 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  stating  the  jury  have  found  the  party  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  so 
as  to  be  incapable  of  managing  his  own  affairs,  and  praying  for  a reference  to  one  of  the 
Masters  in  Chancery  to  ascertain  what  his  property  is.  Though  property  is  one  of  the 
subjects  of  our  inquiry,  still  the  verdict  is  not  conclusive  as  to  that  subject.  The  Chancellor 
generally  makes  a reference  to  the  Master  to  report  as  to  the  property,  to  appoint  a com- 
mittee of  the  person,  a committee  of  the  estate,  and  to  settle  with  whom  the  lunatic  ought 
to  reside,  so  that  he  may  receive  proper  treatment,  due  regard  being  had  to  the  mental  state 
of  the  party,  and  also  to  the  amount  of  his  property. 

11208.1s  that  special  reference  made  to  any  particular  Master  ?— It  is  made  to  the 
Master  in  rotation.  I am  not  certain  as  to  whether  it  is  ever  made  to  the  Receiver  Master. 
The  other  three  Masters  take  the  business  in  turn,  and  the  cases  are  distributed  amongst 
them,  according  as  each  of  them  happens  to  be  Master  in  rotation  at  the  time.  5 

11209.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  charges  incidental  to  the  administration  of  lunatics 
estates  are  paid  by  fees,  or  if  not,  in  what  manner  ? — They  are  paid  by  fees. 

11210.  You  have  stated  a case  in  which  a lunatic  succeeded  in  obtaining  a verdict  of 
sanity  from  the  jury  impannelled  upon  a Commission  of  Inquiry ; supposing  the  lunatic  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  verdict  of  the  second  jury,  which  found  that  he  was  insane,  wha.t 
opportunity  has  he,  or  have  those  interested  for  him,  of  traversing  the  proceedings  ? A 
case  of  the  kind  has  never  occurred  within  my  own  actual  experience.  _ . 

11211.  In  the  case  of  a lunatic  who  has  been  found  insane  by  Commission  in  England, 
there  is  no  second  inquiry,  I believe,  in  Ireland  on  the  subject  ? No ; there  is  no  ■ 
second  inquiry.  There  is  a statute  which  regulates  the  transmission  to  this  country  of 
a transcript  of  the  proceedings  in  England.  . 

11212.  You  have  stated  that  you  believe  a Commission  of  Lunacy  is  not  usually  issued 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  cases  where  the  property  would  not  be  sufficient  to  bear  the 
expense ; are  you  enabled  to  state  what  becomes  of  the  property  of  lunatics  in  cases  where 
he  does  not  direct  a Commission  of  Inquiry  ?— I cannot  state.  By  law,  it  remains  still  the 
property  of  the  lunatic.  . 

11218.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country  generally,  would  you  say  there  is  any 
necessity  for  an  amendment  of  the  law,  or  an  amendment  in  the  practice  that  exists  with 
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D0Br.ur.  reference  to  these  cases  ? — I would  say  myself,  as  far  as  my  own  opinion  is  worth  anv 
th.in&  it  would  be  more  for  the  public  advantage  if  every  case  of  unsoundness  of 
Chancery  Lunatics,  mind,  whether  the  property  was  large  or  small,  was  investigated  by  a Commissioner  who 
Thomas  Rice  Heim,  from  his  experience,  would  be  able  to  investigate  each  case  properly. 

Esl-  11214.  In  disposing  of  the  case,  after  the  lunatic  has  been  found  insane  upon  a Com- 

Committee  of  person  mission  of  Inquiry,  who  is  usually  appointed  committee  of  the  person ; is  it  the  next  of 
and  Of  estate.  kin  ?— As  a general  rule  one  of  the  next  of  kin,  but  I do  not  think  the  rule  is  universal 

I think  the  Master  in  Chancery  has  a discretion  to  appoint  the  person,  whose  appointment 
he  conceives,  will  conduce  most  to  the  interest  of  the  lunatic. 

11215.  Who  is  usually  appointed  committee  of  the  estate?  is  it  the  heir-at-law? The 

heir-at-law,  I think.  I know  cases,  myself,  in  which  the  heirs-at-law  have  been  appointed. 
Allowances  for  1121G.  A lunatic,  having  thus  come  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 

lunatics, a.ad  to  rela-  I™411  f ,to  !“*  l,cl'?on  h„is  nre  y°u  a"’“re  on  "'ha‘  principle  the  allowance 

fives,  &c.  1S  made  tor  Ins  maintenance  r — I think  the  principle  is  this : his  property,  so  far  as  is 

necessary  to  conduce  to  his  own  comfort  and  happiness,  will  be  applied,  even  to  the  last 
shilling,  in  providing  for  his  wants ; but  at  the  same  time  every  thing  will  depend  upon 
the  amount  of  his  property.  If  his  property  is  larger  than  is  necessary  for  his  comfort,  of 
course,  the  difference  between  what  is  actually  required  for  keeping  him  in  a comfortable 
condition  and  the  whole  amount  of  his  property,  will  be  funded  by  the  Court  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next  of  kin.  I have  heard  Lord  St.  Leonards  say,  as  a general  rule,  that  he 
saw  no  limit  to  the  expense  to  be  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  a lunatic,  in  order  to 
secure  his  comfort  and  his  happiness,  except  the  amount  of  the  property. 

1 1217.  In  cases  where  the  property  of  the  lunatic  is  more  than  sufficient  amply  to  provide 
for  his  comfort  and  his  wants,  is  it  usual  to  make  a large  allowance  to  the  heir-at-law,  who 
may  he  in  possession  of  the  family  seat,  as  the  committee  of  the  estate  ? — Allowances  are 
made,  I am  aware,  by  the  Court  to  the  nearest  relations  of  the  lunatic;  but,  so  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  the  Courts  are  guided  by  the  poverty  and  need  of  the  relations  more  than 
any  thing  else.  Allowances  are  made  to  poor  relations  of  lunatics  when  there  is  a surplus 
over  and  above  what  is  required  for  the  lunatic ; but  I do  not  think,  so  far  as  my  expe- 
rience goes,  any  allowance  is  made  to  the  heir-at-law  as  such,  because  he  is  heir-at-law. 
As  I have  said,  the  Courts  are  guided  more  by  the  actual  wants  of  the  relations,  and  by 
the  consideration,  of  what  the  lunatic  himself  would  in  all  probability  do  for  them  if  he 
were  in  his  right  mind. 


Accounting  of 
committee  for  the 
disposal  of  allow- 
ances. 


Suggestions  to  the 
juries  on  inquiries. 


11218.  Allowances  are,  therefore,  made  to  parties  who,  upon  the  death  of  the  lunatic, 
would  not  inherit  any  portion  of  his  estate  ? — I think  not.  The  allowances  are  confined 
to  the  next  of  kin  out  of  the  personal  estate.  The  savings  of  landed  property  become 
personal  estate  when  funded,  and  go  to  the  next  of  kin,  those  who  would  be  entitled  to 
take  the  fund  among  them. 

11219.  In  cases  where  the  allowance  for  the  lunatic  is  paid  over  to  the  committee  of  the 
person  to  provide  for  his  wants  and  secure  his  comfort,  are  you  aware  whether  any  and  what 
securities  are  taken  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  with  respect  to  the  money  so  applied  ? — I 
do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I think  recognisances  are  taken  from  the  com- 
mittee just  in  the  same  way'  that  recognisances  are  taken  from  receivers.  I can  give 
you  only  my  professional  opinion  as  to  that. 

,11220.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the  committee  accounts  directly  to  the  Master, 
or  whether  he  merely  gives  a receipt  to  the  receiver  for  the  sums  paid  to  him  ? — I do  not 
know  that  of  my  own  knowledge.  I know  a case  in  which  the  same  man  is  both  com- 
mittee of  the  estate  and  receiver;  and  I do  not  think  that  is  an  unusual  practice  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  that  is,  to  appoint  the  same  person  both  receiver  and  committee,  in 
winch  case  he  must  account  to  the  Court  as  receiver. 

, 1 t]ie  cours.e  the  Commissioners’  investigations  they  have  had  a case  brought 
oetore  them  of  a lunatic,  for  whom,  although  there  was  an  allowance  made  far  beyond  the 
cost  of  his  maintenance  at  the  asylum  at  which  he  had  been  placed  by  the  committee, 
the  money  was  not  paid  by  the  committee,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  asylum  stated  that  he 
bad  no  redress,  as  the  Court  of  Chancery  did  not  take  any  security  from  the  committee 
lor  the  proper  application  of  the  money  ? — I have  myself  a recollection  that  not  long  ago 
tbe  doctor  of  an  asylum,  where  a lunatic  was  confined,  made  some  such  statement  as  you 
mention.  We  stated  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  at  all,  that  it  was  beyond  our  power 
to  interfere;  I do  recollect  some  such  statement  having  been  made  in  a case  before  us. 

11222.  Is  there  any  amendment  of  the  law  with  reference  to.  proceedings  which  come 
before  you  as  Commissioners,  or  with  reference  to  tbe  issuing  of  Commissions  like  those  in 
which  you  have  been  engaged,  that  you  would  suggest? — It  has  occurred  to  my  mind,  more 
than  once,  that  it  might  he  desirable  to  assimilate  the  practice  in  this  country  to  what  it  is  in 
England,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  jurors ; to  have  the  number  fixed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  a verdict  from  not  less  than  twelve.  In  that  case  of  Clegg;  a lunatic,  the 
first  verdict,,  as  I have  already  stated,  was  an  extremely  bad  one-  The  jury  found  Mr. 
Idegg  to  be  sane,  when,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  my  brother  Brady,  and  also 

of  the  second  jury,  he  was  insane  at  the  time. 

. fr*e  practice  in  Ireland  to  require  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  twelve 

jurors  ? — It  is. 

11224.  Has  it  been  the  practice  recently- to  speed  Commissions  of  inquiry  ini  tbe  pro- 
vinces ? — I think  it  has. 


11225-  Howhaveyou  found  that  to  work  ? — Remarkably  well.  I presided  at  one  interesting 
and  important  case  in  Belfast,  which  attracted  great  attention  there;-  and  which  I myself 
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think  would  hardly  have  been  tried  so  well,  unless  men  experienced  and  accustomed  to 
the  duties  of  such  an  inquiry  had  been  sent  there. 

11220.  Are  the  jurors  always  selected  from  the  ordinary  panel  ? — I believe  they  are 
selected  from  the  ordinary  panel  that  try  all  cases  now,  both  criminal  and  civil.  It  is 
always  a special  jury,  unless  the  Lord  Chancellor  directs  the  inquiry  to  be  held  before 
a common  jury ; that  is  the  practice. 

11227 . In  some  cases  the  jury  is  a special  jury,  in  others  a common  jury  ? — Yes ; when 
the  Lord  Chancellor  directs  a common  jury,  a common  jury  is  impannelled. 

11228.  Have  you  found  the  common  juries  to  discharge  their  duty  on  the  Commissions 
of  inquiry  as  satisfactorily  as  special  jurors  ? — I have.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  they 
have  been  just  as  satisfactory  as  the  others. 

11229.  Do  you  think  that  a jurisdiction  could  properly  be  given  to  the  assistant  barristers 
of  counties,  with  reference  to  the  cases  of  lunatics  having  small  properties,  and  with 
respect  to  whom  Commissions  are  not  usually  issued? — I do  not  think  there  is  any 
reason  why  there  should  not.  I have  never  considered  the  question  until  you  put  it  to  me 
now;  but  I see  no  reason  why  the  assistant  barristers  should  not  discharge  a duty  of  the 
kind  in  cases  of  small  property. 

11230.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  would  you  say  there  is  a considerable  class 
of  the  farming  population,  whose  means  are  such  as  would  not  justify  the  Lord  Chancellor 
in  issuing  a Commission,  if  lunacy  was  alleged  in  those  cases? — I should  say  so. 

11231.  You  are  aware,  that  by  the  existing  law  a provision  is  made  in  district  asylums 
for  pauper  lunatics,  and  that  with  regard  to  persons  of  property,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  power',  issues  Commissions  to  inquire  into  the  sanity  of  the  parties — 
do  you  consider  that  it  is  the  proper  duty  of  the  state  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into 
the  cases  of  all  lunatics,  although  their  means  would  not  justify  the  expense  of  a Com- 
mission de  lunatico  inquircndo ? — I do  decidedly. 

11232-  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  cases  of  single  patients  being  brought 
under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  more  fully  than  at  present — cases  of  lunatics 
who  may  not  have  been  found  lunatic  by  Commission,  but  may  be  in  charge  of  some 
person  for  the  sake  of  health  and  proper  treatment,  and  not  detained  in  any  private  lunatic 
asylum? — I think  that  if  there  was  such  an  arrangement  there  would  be  greater  security 
that  such  persons  would  be  treated  as  they  ought  to  be  treated.  We  all  .know  there  have 
been  great  abuses  in  the  treatment  of  lunatics ; and,  I think,  the  fact  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor exercising  a control  over  every  case,  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to 
the  parties  under  care  and  treatment. 

11233.  I believe  there  is  no  legal  visitor  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  visit 
lunatics  as  is  the  case  in  England? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

11234.  Neither  is  there  a medical  visitor? — Not  that  I am  aware  of,  further  than  that  Dr. 
Nugent  and  Dr.  Hatchell  have  certain  duties  to  perform  in  that  way ; the  exact  amount 
of  them  I do  not  know.  I am  sure  there  is  no  legally  authorized  visitor,  save  that  the 
Chancellor  himself  occasionally  visits.  Lord  St.  Leonards,  when  he  was  Chancellor  here, 
constantly  visited  private  asylums. 

11235.  The  duties  discharged  by  the  Inspectors  of  Asylums,  to  which  you  refer,  are 
those  under  the  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  when  the  Chancellor  directs  a special 
visitation? — Yes. 

11236.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  without  any  particular  direction  for  each  case,  there 
should  be  an  annual  or  half-yearly  inspection  of  each  Chancery  lunatic  by  an  official 
person? — I think  it  would  be  most  judicious  that  there  should. 
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Dublin,  18tii  December,  1857. 

Present Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 


General  Question  of 
Lunatic  Poor  in 
Workhouses. 
Alfred  Power,  Esq. 


Arrangements  in 
"Workhouses  for 
lunatics. 


General  Question  op  Lunatic  Poor  in  Workhouses. 

Alfred  Power,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

11237.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  in  the  Poor  Law  Commission? — Chief  Com- 
missioner. 

11238.  I believe  you  have  been  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in 
Ireland  for  several  years  ? — About  fifteen  years. 

11239.  You  are  aware,  therefore,  of  the  arrangements  made  in  the  workhouses  in  Ireland 
for  the  lunatic  poor  ? — I am. 

11240.  Were  the  workhouses  first  erected  after  the  introduction  of  the  Poor  Law 
generally  built  upon  the  same  plan? — They  were. 

11241.  Were  any  extensive  arrangements  made  in  those  workhouses  for  lunatics? In 

some  of  the  larger  workhouses  there  were  extensive  arrangements  made  for  lunatics  and 
in  the  smaller  workhouses  proportionate  arrangements.  I believe  some  provision  was 
made  for  lunatics  in  all. 


Opinion  of  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  on 
the  subject. 


Medical  charge  of 
lunatics  in  Work- 
houses. 


Cases  of  idiots. 


11242.  Having  inspected  those  portions  of  the  workhouses  appropriated  to  the  lunatic 
poor,  called  lunatic  wards,  do  you  consider  that  they  were  allocated  more  with  a view  to 
the  safe  custody  of  the  lunatics,  or  with  a view  to  the  treatment  of  their  lunacy? — They 
are  connected  with  the  hospital  department  in  every  instance.  I believe  that  in  every  case 
they  have  always  been  considered  part  of  the  hospital  department  of  a workhouse.  I 
certainly  never  thought  them  at  all  proper  places  for  the  treatment  of  that  class  of 
patients,  on  account  of  the  want  of  means  for  exercise,  and  employment,  and  the  want 
of  sufficient  airing  grounds. 

11243.  I believe  the  opinion  was  generally  entertained  that  workhouses  were  merely 
temporary  places  of  abode  for  lunatics,  there  being  district  asylums  throughout  the 
country? — I daresay  that  was  the  view  taken  of  the  matter  and  acted  upon  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  lunatic  wards  in  workhouses. 

11244.  Are  you  aware  of  the  communication  addressed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
on  this  subject,  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Cloglieen  Union,  and  quoted  in  the  report  of  the 
Lords  Committee  of  1843? — I have  seen  that  letter;  it  was  written  before  my  time- 

11245.  Is  the  opinion  therein  expressed,  entertained  by  the  present  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  workhouses  being  made  places  of  detention 
lor  the  lunatic  poor.  That  has  been  always  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners, 
however  constituted  at  any  time,  and  there  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  communications 
with  the  guardians  on  the  subject;  I recollect  one  particularly,  in  the  year  1845. 

11246.  Are  the  patients  in  the  lunatic  wards  of  a workhouse  considered  to  he  under  the 
charge  of  the  doctor,  as  regards  dietary?— They  are.  They  are  placed  by  the  regulations 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  special  charge  of  the  medical  officer  as  to  their  dietary. 

^re  y°uawar?  whether  lunatics  have  been  detained  for  any  considerable  time  in 
workhouses  without  being  removed  to  asylums? — I am  aware  that  has  been  the  case,  but 
I am  not  aware  of  any  particular  instance  having  been  brought  under  our  notice. 

11248-  Does  your  objection  to  lunatics  being  detained  in  workhouses  apply  to  perfectly 
imbecile  cases?  I think  not  to  all  cases;  I believe  that  some  of  the  imbecile  cases,  those 
of  harmless  idiots,  such  as  can  safely  mix  with  the  other  classes  in  a workhouse,  may 
properly  do  so.  I have  not,  in  my  experience,  known  any  objection  arise,  or  any  serious 
inconvenience  occur  from  that  source. 


,149,  I presume  you  would  not  be  favourable  to  idiots  being  allowed  to  miv  generally 
with  the  inmates  of  the  workhouses  in  all  cases  ? — Not  in  all  cases;  some  cases  should  be 
certainly  kept  separate,  and  are  kept  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  inmates,  on  account  of 
their  habits  and  bodily  weakness.  There  is  this  objection  to  mixing  them,  which  may 
apply  more  or  less  in  certain  cases,  that  they  may  be  exposed  to  he  teazed  by  the  inmates, 
or  they  may  he  themselves  an  annoyance  to  the  inmates  generally;  hut  I should  think 
that,  generally  speaking,  that  class  of  patients  are  kindly  treated;  that  there  is  a sympathy 
evinced  for  them,  both  by  the  officers  and  the  other  inmates  of  the  house;  and  i am  not 
sure  whether  it  is  not  more,  perhaps,  for  their  own  individual  happiness  and  comfort  to  be 
classed  with  the  inmates  who  are  of  sound  mind  than  to  be  classed  with  those  only  of 
then-  own  description. 

what  respect  do  you  consider  that  their  comfort  would  be  greater  if  they  were 
allowed  to  mix  with  the  ordinary  inmates  of  the  workhouse? — I think  it  may  be  possible — 
1 am  not  speaking  with  any  confidence — I tliink  it  possible  they  might  take  more  pleasure 
in  the  society  of  sane  persons  than  hi  the  society  of  insane  persons;  just  as  I fancy,  the 
blind  take  more  pleasure  in  the  society  of  those  who  can  see;  but,  however,  that  is  quite 
another  matter- 

H251.  Are  the  attendants  upon  lunatics  in  workhouses  paid  officers  or  unpaid 
paupers?  There  is  a paid  nurse  in  almost  all  the  considerable  workhouses,  and  it  is 
only  “ those  that  you  will  find  lunatics  and  idiots.  I think,  at  present,  in  about 
one-half  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  workhouses  throughout  the  country,  only 
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will  you  find  any  lunatics  or  idiots;  and,  as  I have  stated,  there  is  in  each  of  those  Dcblih. 

establishments  a paid  nurse  in  connexion  with  the  hospital,  and  that  paid  nurse  has  „ rzr~  . 

pauper  assistants.  There  is  seldom  more  than  one,  except  in  large  houses.  The  LunaticPoar^i 

servants  who  are  attendants  upon  the  hospital  are,  generally  speaking,  the  attendants  Workhouses. 

upon  the  lunatics;  I think  that  invariably  is  the  case.  In  some  cases  there  are  persons  Alfred  Power,  Esq. 
specially  appointed  for  the  .duty. 

11252.  A paid  attendant  of  the  hospital  lias  considerable  duties  to  perform  in  attending 
upon  the  hospital  as  well  as  upon  the  lunatic  wards? — Yes;  and  I do  not  think  it  a 
proper  arrangement,  where  there  are  many  lunatics. 

11253.  Practically  speaking,  are  those  who  are  constantly  in  attendance  upon  the 
lunatics  and  attending  to  epileptic  lunatics,  paupers  or  paid  servants? — Paupers,  I believe. 

There  is  a great  indisposition  on  the  part  of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  incur  the  expense  of 
separate  keepers — of  proper  persons,  in  fact,  for  the  care  of  the  lunatics  and  idiots  where 
they  do  not  form  a large  class,  which  is  not  the  case,  except  in  something  like  eight  or 
ten  of  the  largest  workhouses. 

11254.  From  returns  which  the  Commissioners  have  received,  of  the  number  of  insane  Number  of  lunatics 
persons  in  workhouses  on  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  it  appears  that  1,707  insane  persons  in  Workhouses, 
were  in  the  workhouses  at  that  date ; have  you  reason  to  believe  that  that  number  has 
since  diminished  or  increased?— I think  the  return  of  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  must 
include  epileptic  patients.  On  our  weekly  copy  of  the  minutes,  we  have  a return  of 
two  classes,  lunatics  and  idiots,  distinguishing  the  number  who  are  in  separate  wards 
from  the  number  who  are  classed  with  the  other  inmates  generally.  The  total  number 
stated  on  the  minutes  of  Saturday,  7th  of  November  last,  was  1,266,  of  whom  757  were 
in  separate  wards,  and  509  were  classed  with  the  other  inmates.  Comparing  that 
with  the  return  you  show  me,  of  the  1st  January  last,  I am  unable  to  form  an  opinion, 
whether  the  number  is  now  more  or  less.  I am  not  sure  that  our  recent  return  embraces 
epileptic  patients.  [The  return  is  delivered  in.] 

11255.  You  have  stated  that  the  lunatic  wards  of  the  workhouse  are,  in  fact,  a portion  of 
the  hospital  department  of  the  workhouse  ? — They  are. 

11256.  Am  I to  understand  from  that  fact,  that  it  is  possible  the  lunatics  may  be  asso-  Non-association  of 
ciated  in  the  same  dormitories  with  persons  who  are  labouring  under  bodily  disease  ? — with  sane 

No,  they  are  separated;  they  are  put  into  a middle  position,  between  the  male  and  female  p 
wards  of  the  hospital,  with  separate  yards. 

11257.  Then  if  such  an  occurrence  took  place  as,  that  persons  labouring  under  offensive 
disease  chanced  to  be  placed  in  the  same  department  with  lunatics,  or  persons  of  imbecile 
mind  in  the  lunatic  wards,  that  would  be  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  house  ? — Certainly. 

11258.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  communicate  with  a Board  of  Guardians  with  Exchanging  lunatics 
reference  to  the  practice  which  prevails  of  exchanging  lunatics  from  the  workhouse  with  ^^n,^khouses 
the  asylum  ? — I do  not  recollect  any  instance.  7 

11259.  You  are  not  then  aware  of  the  practice  which  prevails,  in  some  cases,  of 
exchanging  troublesome  lunatics  in  the  workhouses  for  quiet  lunatics  from  the  asylum  ? — 

No.  That  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  would  not  appear  on  the  minutes  of  the 
guardians,  unless  there  was  some  speciality  attached  to  the  case. 

11260.  The  parties  in  the  case  I refer  to,  might  be  so  changed  from  one  place  to  the  other 
by  process  of  law  without  there  being  any  decided  irregularity? — I presume  they  might. 

11261.  Does  the  position  of  an  insane  person  in  the  workhouse,  as  regards  freedom  of  Eight  of^  lunatic  to 
egress,  at  all  differ  from  that  of  the  ordinary  pauper? — -There  is  no  provision  made  in  the  admission  of  lunatics. 
Poor  Law  Acts  on  the  subject;  and  I believe  that  in  point  of  law  a great  deal  of  difficulty 
has  been  felt,  and  I know  the  question  has  been  raised  from  time  to  time  by  the  Com- 
missioners, as  to  whether  there  is  a legal  power  to  keep  in  the  workhouse  any  person 
whomsoever  that  wishes  to  return  home  out  of  it. 

11262.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  a demand  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  house  may  be  equally 
valid  if  made  by  a person  of  unsound  mind  as  by  a person  of  sound  mind?  I 
believe  so.  . ' . 

11263.  As  your  opinion  appears  to  be,  that  the  arrangements  in  the  workhouses,  generally, 
for  the  detention  of  insane  persons,  are  not  sufficient,  are  you  of  opinion  that  the  selection 
for  or  admission  of  any  insane  persons  into  a workhouse,  should  be  made  on  special  exami- 
nation of  each  individual  case?— The  admission  of  persons  into  a workhouse  will  depend 
more  upon  the  question,  whether,  when  applying  for  relief,  or  when  relief  is  applied  for  on 
their  behalf,  they  are  destitute  persons,  coming  within  the  provision  of  the  Poor  Taw 
Acts  as  such.  The  propriety  of  retaining  such  persons,  when  admitted  into  the  work- 
house,  would  depend,  no  doubt,  upon  the  special  examination  and  the  adjudication  upon 


each  individual  case-  „ , , , ... 

11264.  You  would  not,  of  course,  contemplate  a state  of  the  law  by  which  an  insane 
pauper,  who  might  be  destitute,  would  be  debarred  from  getting  rehef  by  admission  to  the 
workhouse  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  his  insanity  ?— No,  I should  say  no  . 

11265.  Have  any  applications  been  made  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  the  appro- 
priation of  workhouses  solely  for  the  lunatic  poor,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of 
destitution  in  the  country,  and  the  idea  that  some  workhouses  might  be  dispensed  with?— 
I know  only  one  instance  of  that.  It  was  a communication  we  received  from  the  Chief 
Secretary’s  Office,  at  the  Castle,  bringing  before  us  some  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury 
of  the  county  Donegal,  and  also  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  Derry; 
which  county  is  associated  with  Donegal  as  a district  for  lunatic  purposes.  There  was 
no  particular  workhouse  specified  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Junes,  but  in  the  letter 
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of  the  Under  Secretary,  the  workhouse  of  Letterkenny  was  mentioned.  The  answer  that 
we  gave  was  similar  to  the  answer  we  had  given  on  the  subject  of  using  workhouses  for 
militia  barracks,  namely,  that  we  did  not  believe  the  state  of  the  law  would  enable  us 
to  part  with  the  workhouse  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  was  built. 

I12G6.  Supposing  that  legal  difficulty  overcome  by  legislation,  what  is  your  opinion  as 
to  the  possibility  of  relief  being  given  to  the  lunatic  asylums  by  appropriating  some  one  or 
more  workhouses  in  Ireland  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  ? — We  are  very  unwilling  to  part 
with  any  of  the  workhouses.  That  is  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners on  the  subject.  Now  that  the  workhouses  are  built,  and  unions  organized  around 
them,  we  think  that  they  ought  to  be  kept  for  their  present  purposes,  and  that  there  are  not 
too  many  for  an  efficient  working  of  the  Poor  Law. 

11207.  I understand,  from  your  last  answer,  then,  that  you  consider  the  increase  which 
took  place  in  the  number  of  workhouses,  some  few  years  ago,  has  not  made  then-  number 
larger  than  the  good  working  of  the  Poor  Law  requires?— No ; I think  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  unions  was  a most  salutary  measure,  and  I would  not  willingly  see  the  area  of 
any  of  the  unions  enlarged. 

11208.  Is  the  opinion  you  have  expressed  in  any  great  degree  influenced  by  the  difficulty 
of  adjusting  accounts  and  re-distributing  the  charges  between  the  present  unions  and  the 
unions  into  which  they  might  be  resolved  ?— My  answer  is  not  much  influenced  by  that, 
though  it  would  be  a serious  difficulty  if  we  retain  the  unions  as  now  formed,  and  parted 
with  some  workhouses  ; but  the  mode  in  which  I should  recommend  it  to  be  done  would 
he  to  break  up  the  unions,  and  reform  them ; that,  I think,  would  he  the  better  plan. 

112G9.  In  point  of  fact,  you  prefer  that  plan  to  a plan  by  which  accommodation  for  the 
union,  the  workhouse  of  which  was  appropriated  to  other  purposes,  might  be  made  iD  the 
adjoining  workhouse  ? — I would  very  much  prefer  the  plan  of  breaking  up  and  reforming 
the  unions.  In  our  Tenth  Annual  Report  we  have  entered  very  fully  into  the  subject  of 
the  difficulties  which  attend  an  arrangement  of  the  kind  you  mention. 

11270. 1 believe  that  in  many  of  the  workhouses  of  Ireland,  at  present,  the  number  of 
inmates  is  very  fax-  below  that  for  which  they  were  even  originally  erected? — The  original 
number  for  which  they  were  erected  was  00,000.  The  present  accommodation  is  about 
104,000,  and  the  present  number  of  inmates  is  about  50,000,  or  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  accommodation. 

1127 1.  Have  you  ever  had  under  consideration  whether  portions  of  workhouses,  not  beiug 
the  lunatic  wards,  but  portions  of  the  larger  workhouses,  might  not  be  entirely  set  apart  for 
lunatics  of  a quiet  and  harmless  class,  supposed  to  be  incurable,  belonging  to  different 
surrounding  unions,  or  who  might  be  sent  from  asylums  ? — I have  not  much  considered 
that  question.  If  the  whole  building  were  to  be  then  retained  under  the  control  and 
management  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  it  would  be  less  objectionable  than  if  a different 
body  were  established  to  manage  the  lunatics;  but  in  either  case  I think  the  difficulty 
would  arise  ot  having  proper  grounds  for  exercise,  for  out-door  exercise  is  essential  in  the 
case  ox  lunatics.  The  grounds  belonging  to  workhouses  are  used  for  the  recreation  and 
amusement  of  the  younger  boys  and  girls,  and  for  the  employment  of  the  hoys  in  culti- 
vating the  land.  I think,  therefore,  we  would  find  great  difficulty  in  allotting  a portion  of 
the  ground  for  amng-courts  for  the  lunatic  inmates.  The  portion  of  our  new  workhouses 
which  would  he  cut  off  for  that  purpose  would  he  the  rere  of  the  building,  which  is 
generally  near  the  outside  of  the  site.  I think  it  would  be  a very  difficult  measure  to 
carry  out. 


I.1.?72-.18  ?ot  tlle  front  of  the  building  near  the  outside  of  the  site  ?— The  front  of  the 
building  in  all  the  workhouses  is  very  near  the  outside  of  the  site,  ancl  I think  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  deal  with  the  wings  in  such  a way  as  to  cut  off  a portion  for  the  lunatic 
inmates,  and  to  assign  sufficient  exercise  ground  to  them.  There  would  be  a further  diffi- 
culty which  we  saw  would  arise  at  the  time  it  was  sought  to  use  some  of  the  workhouses 
ior  militia  barracks  during  the  war,  if  we  harl  parted  with  any  of  the  workhouses  for  that 
purpose.  there  must  have  been  an  entirely  new  set  of  offices  put  up ; and  I presume,  that 
it  we  had  portions  of  the  workhouses  allocated  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  that  would  be 
a so  required,  if  these  portions  so  allocated,  were  under  the  management  of  a different  body 
irom  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  different  officers  from  the  workhouse  officers. 

11273.  Assuming  the  management  of  the  wings  of  the  workhouse  building  to  he  appro- 
priated to  lunatics  was  left  entirely  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  county 
chargeable  with  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatics  would  only  pay,  say,  a certain  rate  per 
head  for  their  maintenance,  which  would  include  a fair  proportion  of  the  establishment 
charges,  the  same  difficulties,  I suppose,  would  not  arise  ? — Those  difficulties  would  not 
arise. 


priation  of  a Work-  11274.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  appropriate  any 
house  for  blind  portion  of  the  workhouse  accommodation  in  any  union  to  patients  labouringunder  a particular 
paupers.  ° s °f  disease,  and  coming  from  different  unions  ? — "We  were  anxious  to  establish  an  insti- 

tution for  the  blind  poor  who  are  scattered  in  the  several  workhouses ; and  having,  in  a 
particular  union,  an  auxiliary  which  could  be  used  for  the  purpose,  we  tried  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  Boards  .of  Guardians  of  the  unions  in  one  province  in  Ireland — Munster, 
ai*7  from  some  adjoining  parts  of  the  province  of  Leinster — to  make  this  auxiliary,  to 
wh-icm  I refer,  a common  establishment  for  the  reception  of  blind  paupers  from  the  different 
unions.  We  went  so  far  as  to  have  estimates  prepared,  which  would  show  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  what  the  care  of  the  inmates  would  cost;  and  although,  in  the  first  instance, 
here  was  apparently  a great  tendency  to  embrace  the  proposal,  finally  we  could  not  prevail 
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upon  the  Guardians  to  send  a sufficient  number  to  enable  us  to  form  the  establishment 
with  advantage,  although  there  are  great  numbers  of  blind  paupers  distributed  in  the  several 
workhouses. 

11275.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  objection  generally  made  ? — An  estimate  was  made 
of  the  cost  per  head,  and  it  amounted  to  about  five  shillings  a-week,  including  the  estab- 
lishment expenses.  That  estimate  Was  made  at  a time  when  provisions  were  very  dear, 
during  the  war.  The  cost,  I believe,  was  the  ground  of  objection;  and  I think  there  was  also 
considerable  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  proposed  contributing  unions,  as  to  whether  the 
institution  would  be  managed  properly  by  the  particular  Board  of  Guardians  who  were  to 
have  charge  of  it,  it  being  an  auxiliary  to  their  workhouse. 

1127G.  Do  you  think  an  objection  of  that  character  would  arise  in  the  case  of  lunatics  if 
they  were  not  maintained  out  of  tbe  poor  rate '?— I do  not  tbink  the  objection  would  arise. 

I may  here  state  that  there  are  several  auxiliaries  in  Ireland — some  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  some  occupied  temporarily  by  the  Ordnance  Department 
for  military  purposes — extensive  buildings,  which  might  possibly  he  made  available 
for  the  reception  of  lunatic  paupers.  In  the  county  Limerick  there  are  two.  There  is  the 
Boher-bou}'  Auxiliary  in  the  city  of  Limerick.  I wish  it  to  be  -understood  that,  in  men- 
tioning these  places,  I am  not  recommending  them  to  be  appropriated  for  lunatics,  for  I 
am  not  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  them  to  enable  me  to  do  so.  There  is  the 
auxiliary  workhouse  in  the  Groom  union, in  the  same  county,  the  Ballingany  Auxiliary  which 
has  accommodation  for  about  1)00  inmates.  In  the  Cashel  union,  the  Castlelake  Auxiliary 
has  accommodation  for  700,  and  that  building  is  still  in  tbe  bands  of  the  Guardians,  as  is 
also  the  Ballingavry  Auxiliary.  I would  also  mention  the  Castleisland  Auxiliary,  in  the 
Tralee  union.  There  are,  I think,  on  the  whole,  about  six  or  eight  such  cases. 

11277.  When  you  speak  of  some  of  these  auxiliaries  being  occupied  by  other  depart- 
ments, you  mean  they  are  occupied  by  them  as  tenants  of  the  Boax-ds  of  Guardiaixs  of  the 
unions  ? — Yes. 

11278.  I believe  there  remained  in  the  Hard wicke  Cells  attached  to  the  House  of  Industry, 
in  the  city  of  Dublin,  a considerable  number  of  lunatics,  even  after  the  passing  of  the  Poor 
Law  Act  ? — Yes. 

11270.  Have  those  lunatics  since  been  removed  elsewhere? — They  have. 

11280.  Do  you  know'  why  it  was  those  lunatics  were  not  l-emoved  to  the  District  Asylum 
at  an  earlier  period  ? — I presume  there  was  no  room  for  them.  Thei-e  used  to  be  received 
from  the  District  Asylum,  from  time  to  time,  incurable  lunatics,  both  in  the  Hardwicke 
Cells  and  in  the  Island-bridge  Asylum. 

11281.  In  point  of  fact,  instead  of  there  being  accommodation  for  the  House  of  Industry 
lunatics  in  the  District  As3’lum  at  Richmond,  the  Governors  of  that  asylum  were  obliged 
to  make  use  of  the  accommodation  which  the  House  of  Industry  building  afforded  ? — Yes, 
they  did  so  since  the  year  1845.  . 

11282.  Are  you  aware,  whether  or  not,  the  fact  of  the  House  of  Industry  lunatics  being 
maintained  out  of  a Parliamentary  grant,  and  not  out  of  the  local  rate,  was  the  reason  why 
they  were  not  transferred  to  the  Richmond  Asylum  ? — I am  not  aware  of  that. 
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Dublin,  2nd  February,  1858. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan,  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 

Accommodation  for  Lunatics  in  Workhouses  or  Asylums. 

George  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  sworn  and  examined. 

11283.  I believe  you  were  architect  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  Ireland  at  the 
time  the  Poor  Law  was  introduced,  and  for  some  years  subsequently  ? — Yes,  till  about  two 
years  ago. 

11284.  Were  the  first  workhouses  erected  in  Ireland  erected  according  to  your  plans? 
— All  erected  according  to  my  plans. 

11285.  What  was  the  extent  of  provision  made  in  the  workhouses  for  lunatic  paupers? 
— There  was  no  provision  whatever  in  the  original  plans  ; it  was  an  after  provision. 

1128G.  Previous  to  the  workhouses  being  opened  for  the  reception  of  paupers,  were  the 
additions  you  refer  to  made  ? — Yes,  they  were  made  in  nearly  all  of  them. 

11287.  Was  that  accommodation  so  provided,  intended  merely  as  a place  of  safe  custody 
for  those  who  might  become  lunatic  in  the  workhouses,  or  was  it  with  the  view  of  becoming 
the  permanent  residence  of  lunatics? — No;  it  was  intended  to  relieve  the  other  inmates 
from  a disagreeable  class  of  persons,  a few  being  found  in  each  establishment.  It  was  never 
thought  they  were  proper  places  for  them.  They  were,  however,  the  only  places.  There 
was  no  room  in  any  other  institution. 

11288.  Have  you  ever  considered  whether  the  workhouses  which  are  now  comparatively 
unoccupied  could,  to  any  extent,  be  converted  into  places  for  the  detention  of  a quiet  class 
of  lunatics  ? — I think  they  could,  for  the  idiotic  and  harmless  class  of  lunatics. 

_ 11289.  My  questions  will  refer  only  to  the  quiet  and  orderly  class.  Would  you  see  any 
difficulty  in  being  able  to  convert,  say,  a wing  of  a workhouse  into  a suitable  place  for  the 
detention  of  that  class  of  imbecile  and  quiet  paupers  ? — There  is  no  practical  difficulty. 

11290.  Would  any  difficulty  arise  with  reference  to  the  provision  of  airing- courts  ?_ I 
think  that  would  be  the  greatest  difficulty,  to  keep  the  different  classes  separated. 

1 1291. 1 believe  most  of  the  workhouses  have  considerable  grounds  attached  ? — Well,  not 
a great  deal.  The  ground  seldom  exceeds  five  or  six  acres  in  extent.  There  are  instances 
where  there  have  been  additional  grounds  taken  for  agricultural  purposes. 

11292.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  general  designs  and  plans  of  the  lunatic  asylums 
which  have  been  recently  erected  in  Ireland? — Yes,  I know  them. 

11293.  Have  you  been  employed  in  matters  connected  with  those  lunatic  asylums?— I 
have  been  very  familiar  with  the  details  respecting  them,  inasmuch  as  I had  to  make  altera- 
tions for  the  purposes  of  ventilation,  and  general  alterations  in  three  of  the  new  asylums. 

1129-1.  Supposing  it  became  desirable  to  provide  new  and  distinct  buildings  on  the  asylum 
grounds,  though  not  connected  with  the  asylum,  for  a quiet  and  orderly  class  of  lunatics, 
do  you  think  they  could  be  erected  for  less  than  the  asylums  cost  ?— Considerably  less. 

11205.  State,  generally,  what  has  been  about  the  average  cost  of  asylums  built  within  the 
last  ten  years  ?— Those  erected  within  the  last  ten  years  have  cost,  according  to  official 
reports,  from  £100  to  £140  per  head. 

n*96.  What  would  be  the.  cost  of  buildings  suited  for  the  class  of  lunatics  I refer  to  ? — . 
1 think  accommodation  could  be  provided  on  the  sites  of  the  present  asylums  for  from  £30 
to  £40  per  head.  The  sites  are  very  large.  They  fitted  up  some  places  at  Richmond  for 
about  £20  per  head.  They  increased  the  accommodation  there  for  about  forty  additional 
patients.  That  was  done  by  appropriating  existing  buildings,  and  making  the  necessary 
alterations  in  them. 

11297.  Supposing  a totalty  new  building  to  be  erected,  what  would  be  the  cost  for  such 
a class  r— Between  £30  and  £40  per  head.  A very  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the 
present  building  are  persons  who  Would  be  sufficiently  well  provided  for  in  buildings 
costing  between  £30  and  £40  per  head.  I make  that  statement  from  what  I have  seen 
of  them. 

11298.  Considering  that  a large  number  of  the  lunatics  in  the  asylums,  who  are  of  a quiet 
andoiderly  class,  sleep  in  associated  dormitories,  would  not  the  long  dormitories  of  a work- 
7ery  ^tle  alteration,  be  available  for  the  reception  of  this  class  of  lunatics  ? — 
bull  1 apprehend  you  could  not  use  them  for  that  class  of  persons  without  having  the  means 
lor  occasional  restraint.  There  are  some  lunatics  also,  of  very  dirty  habits.  At  Island-bridge 
there  was  the  greatest  difficulty  in  satisfying  the  medical  gentleman  as  to  the  arrangements 
lor  that  particular  class  of  people. 

11299.  The  class  who  were  detained  at  Island-bridge,  I believe,  included  all  descriptions 
ol  lunatics,  violent  as  well  as  quiet  ? — There  were  very  few  violent  lunatics  there  originally, 
but  the  number  was  afterwards  increased  by  the  introduction  of  a number  of  violent  cases. 

It  was  supposed  that,  as  soon  as  some  of  the  inmates  died,  the  comfort  of  the  others  would 
• ^ j^e.ase<^  ’ the  Governors  kept  up  the  number  to  the  full  complement,  by  sending 

in  additional  cases.  The  Island-bridge  Asylum  was  for  the  relief  of  the  House  of  Industry 
Asylum. 

ll$Gp.,:Island-bridge  had  been  a barrack  ? — Yes,  it  was  a barrack. 
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..  ^ PresRme  c°st  per  head  of  providing  a building,  such  as  you  refer  to,  would 

diminish  according  as  the  number  increased  for  which  the  building  was  erected  ? — 
Certainly.  ° 


11302.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  if  the  wing  of  a workhouse  were  to  be  fitted  up  as  an 
asylum  to  include  all  cases,  that  then  the  expense  of  the  necessary  alterations  would  be 
very  little  less  than  the  cost  of  a new  building  erected  on  the  site  of  any  of  the  present 
asylums  ? — Ithmk  the  cost  would  be  very  little  less. 

11303.  If  a class  of  lunatics  were  selected,  of  quiet  and  orderly  habits,  who  could  be 
associated  together,  would  not  then  the  cost  of  providing  accommodation  in  the  wincrs  of 
the  workhouse  be  much  less  than  the  cost  of  erecting  a new  building  ?— Yes.  You  would 
simply  treat  them  as  pauper  inmates,  if  you  reduce  them  to  that  condition,  because  tliev 
would  cost  very  little  more  than  the  others.  If  they  were  that  class  of  people  that  you 
could  treat  simply  as  paupers,  they  could  occupy  the  wards  as  well  as  the  other  inmates, 
almost,  and  be  placed  under  the  ordinary  discipline  of  the  establishment.  But  amongst 
the  quiet  and  imbecile  classes  the  necessity  for  separation  seems  to  be  as  great,  with  regard 
to  dirty  patients,  as  amongst  the  violent  class.  In  the  new  establishment  there  is  more 
difficulty  in  keeping  up  the  order  and  system  of  the  place,  and  mailing  it  less  offensive  to 
the  other  inmates,  because  of  the  dirty  patients,  than  because  of  the  violent  patients.  Of 
course,  the  wings  of  workhouses,  having  one  or  two  stories,  would  admit  of  a classification 
if  subdivided.  That  would  meet  the  difficulties  I refer  to.  In  the  Dunshaughliu  work- 
house,  for  instance,  you  would  not  get  much  accommodation ; but  some  of  the  workhouses 
are  very  large  in  the  wings.  For  instance,  in  Navan  and  Trim  additional  buildings  were 
erected  for  school  children  ; they  are  quite  distinct  altogether  from  the  old  building,  and 
they  might  be  made  available  for  the  purpose  you  speak  of. 


General  Question  of  Chancery  Lunatics. 

Francis  William  Brady,  Esq.,Barrister-at-Law,  sworn  and  examined. 

11304.1  believe  you  acted  for  some  time  as  secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  ? 
— For  between  five  and  six  years. 

11305.  You  have  been  also  engaged  on  Commissions  dc  lunatico  inguirendo  ? — lam  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  and  have  been  so  for  nearly  three  years. 

1130G.  You  are  conversant,  therefore,  with  the  course  of  proceeding  with  reference  to 
Commissions  of  lunacy  in  Chancery? — Yes. 

11307.  Can  you  give  the  Commissioners  any  idea  of  the  expense  usually  attendant  upon 
taking  out  a Commission  of  lunacy  ? — I can,  and  for  that  purpose  I have  brought  with  me 
a bill  of  costs,  which  has  been  taxed  and  paid  in  a case  where  the  Commission  was 
unopposed,  and,  therefore,  the  proceedings  were  in  the  simplest  form.  I find  from  that 
bill  of  costs  that  the  preliminary  expenses  attendant  on  the  application  for  the  Commis- 
sion, amounted  to  £9  18s.  10c/.;  that  the  cost  of  speeding  the  Commission  down  to  the 
return  of  the  inquisition,  amounted  to  £47  os.  lid.,  of  which  five  guineas  were  for  the 
sheriff's  fees,  eight  guineas  for  the  Commissioners,  and  twelve  guineas  for  the  jury. 

11308.  Was  the  Commission  in  that  case  held  in  Dublin  or  in  the  country? — The 
Commission  in  that  case  was  held  in  Dublin. 

11309.  If  held  in  the  country,  of  course  the  expenses  would  vary  according  to  the  dis- 
tance ? — The  only  expense  that  would  vary  much,  would  be  that  of  the  Commissioners. 
They  receive  four  guineas  each,  per  day,  in  Dublin,  and  ten  guineas  each  for  the  first  day 
in  the  country,  and  five  guineas  each  for  every  day  after.  The  solicitor,  of  course,  would 
have  additional  travelling  expenses.  I have  not  separated  the  other  items  of  costs  from 
the  general  bill  of  costs,  which  is  made  up  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  when  the 
Chancellor’s  jurisdiction  was  made  complete-  The  whole  bill  of  costs  in  that  case  as 
taxed,  amounted  to  £112  17s.  lOrf. ; but,  of  course,  the  amount  would  vary  in  every  case 
according  to  the  number  of  witnesses,  and  from  various  other  causes. 

11310.  Can  you  state  whether  the  proceedings  in  that  case,  after  the  finding  of  the  Com- 
mission, were  also  unopposed  ? — I cannot.  There  was  no  opposition  down  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee. 

11311.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  amount  of  property  was  involved  in  that  case  ? — No ; 
the  bill  of  costs  does  not  show  it. 

11312.  When  the  Commission  has  been  returned  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  that  there 
is  a finding  of  lunacy  against  the  party,  is  it  a matter  of  course  that  a committee  should  be 
appointed  for  the  property  as  well  as  for  the  person  of  the  lunatic? — Yes ; and  very 
commonly  it  is  one  and  the  same  person  who  is  appointed  committee  of  both  person  and 
property. 

11313.  On  whose  application  is  the  allotment  made  of  the  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the 
support  of  the  lunatic  ? — On  the  application  of  whoever  has  the  carriage  of  the  proceed- 
ings ; that  is  generally  the  same  person  who  applies  for  the  issuing  of  the  Commission. 
The  person  who  originally  institutes  the  proceedings,  generally  has  the  carriage  of  them 
all  through,  unless  for  some  particular  reason  it  is  withdrawn  from  him,  and  given  to 
somebody  else. 

11314.  In  cases  where  the  position  of  the  family  of  the  lunatic,  and  the  state  of  their 
property  would  justify  it,  is  it  the  practice  to  make  an  allowance  out  of  the  estate  far 
beyond  what  is  required  to  be  applied  for  the  wants  of  the  lunatic  ? — In  the  case  of  a large 
property,  it  is  very  common,  where  there  are  numerous  relatives,  to  allow  a certain  amount 
for  the  lunatic,  and  beyond  that  to  allocate  a large  portion  of  the  surplus  income  to  the 
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Dotbuk.  support  of  the  next  of  kin,  if  they  require  it.  The  allowance  given  for  the  lunatic  himself 
Gencral~Que  linn  of  *s  ^nten<^e^  t0  f*>r  his  support,  ancl  not  for  the  support  of  anybody  else. 

Chancery  Lunatics^  1 13  IS.  What  security  is  taken  that  the  money  so  allotted  for  the  use  of  the  lunatic  will 
F.  W.  Brady,  Esq.  be  applied  to  meeting  his  wants  and  necessities? — There  is,  practically.no  security. 

The  Chancellor  requires  the  committee  of  the  person  of  every  lunatic  to  make  him  a 
return  once  in  every  year,  accompanied  by  a medical  certificate,  showing  the  state  of  health 
and  general  condition  of  the  lunatic  at  the  time,  but  beyond  that,  the  Chancellor  has  little 
or  no  means  of  knowledge. 

The^place  of  11310.  I presume  the  proper  officers  in  Chancery  are  always  informed  of  the  locale  of 

luflatic.CC  ° * the  lunatic  ? — The  Master  in  Chancery,  in  whose  office  the  proceedings  may  be  carried  on 
or  the  Chancellor  occasionally,  if  the  case  comes  by  way  of  appeal,  or  in  any  other  way 
before  him,  makes  an  order  directing  where  the  lunatic  shall  reside,  and  with  whom 
he  shall  reside;  and  no  person,  without  applying  for  a new  order,  has  any  authority 
to  take  the  lunatic  to  reside  anywhere  else  than  is  directed,  and  doing  so  is  contempt  of 
Court. 

11317.  When  you  say  “anywhere  else,”  do  you  mean  out  of  Ireland,  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
or  from  one  part  of  Ireland  to  another? — I mean  both. 

11318.  Am  I to  understand  that  when  a committee  of  the  person  is  first  appointed,  an 
order  is  made  directing  where  the  lunatic  shall  reside? — Yes;  the  first  order  made  after 
the  appointment  of  the  committee  is  one  of  reference  to  the  Master  to  inquire  and  report 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  property  of  the  lunatic,  where  and  with  whom  the  lunatic 
shall  reside,  what  may  be  the  fit  and  proper  sum  to  allow  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
lunatic,  and  the  Master  may  state  any  other  circumstance  he  thinks  proper. 

Chancery  lunatics  1131 0.  It  has  been  stated  to  the  Commissioners  that  there  are  cases  of  Chancery  lunatics 

thepaymen^ts for™3 5 detained  in  private  asylums,  the  stipulated  pension  for  whom  has  not  been  paid  by  the 
maintenance.  committee  of  the  person,  and  that  there  are  no  means  of  redress.  What  precaution  does 
the  Court  of  Chancery  take  to  secure  that  the  sum  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
lunatic,  and  out  of  which  this  payment  ought  to  be  made,  is  properly  applied  ? — If  the 
keeper  of  the  lunatic  asylum  is  aware  of  the  sum  allowed  for  the  support  of  the  lunatic, 
and  that  he  has  not  been  paid,  it  is  his  duty  to  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  the  Master  in 
Chancery. 

113-20.  By  legal  proceedings  at  his  own  cost? — On  passing  the  committee’s  account,  which 
is  passed  once  in  each  year,  the  committee  takes  credit  for  the  sums  paid,  and  is  obliged  to 
produce  vouchers  to  vouch  each  item ; and  it  is  a matter  then  of  no  expense  for  the  person 
having  a claim  tor  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic,  to  come  before  the  Master  and  state 
the  facts. 

11321.  If  £300  a-year  is  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  a lunatic,  and  that  the  lunatic 
is  placed  in  a private  lunatic  asylum  where  he  will  be  kept  for  £150  a-jrear,  would  the  receipt 
ol  the  manager  ol  the  asylum  for  that  £150  a-year  be  required  to  he  produced  before  the 
Master?  1 do  not  believe,  in  point  of  practice,  it  would.  The  receipt  of  the  committee 
is  generally  taken  by  the  Master  as  sufficient — that  is,  the  receipt  for  the  sum  paid  on 
account  of  maintenance. 

1 1322.  May  it  not  happen  that  the  proprietor  of  a private  asylum  would  be  indisposed 
to  make  an  application  adverse  to  the  party  who  placed  the  lunatic  in  his  charge  ? — No 
doubt. 

11323.  In  cases  where  a committee  is  appointed  for  the  property  as  well  as  for  the 
person,  is  the  committee  of  the  property  obliged  to  account  for  the  rents  and  receipts 
annually? — Yes. 

11324.  He  would  be  allowed,  I presume,  to  take  credit  for  the  payment  of  the  stun 
allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic,  and  the  receipt  of  the  committee  of  the  person 
would  be  sufficient,  and,  therefore,  the  further  receipt  of  the  manager  of  the  asylum  would 
not  be  required  ?— Yes. 

Reports  as  to  health  1 1325.  You  have  spoken  of  a report,  as  to  the  state  of  the  lunatic’s  health,  which  was 
of  lunatics.  required  to  be  made  ; is  that  a report  of  the  medical  person  in  whose  charge  the  lunatic 

was  placed  ? It  is  required  to  be  a report  of  some  medical  person,  but  not  of  any  parti- 
cular medical  person.  In  some  instances  the  Chancellor  has  given  special  directions  that 
a medical  person,  naming  him,  shall  visit  the  lunatic  and  report;  hut  he  does  not  do  so  in 
all  cases. 


Inspection  of  cases 
under  the  Court. 


113215.  Then  I am  to  understand  there  is  absolutely  brought  annually  before  the  Chan- 
cellor a medical  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  lunatic? — Yes. 

11327.  Are  there  any  Chancery  inspectors  of  lunatic  cases  ? — No. 

11328.  Do  you  consider  there  would  be  any  objection  to  an  arrangement  by  which  public 
officers,  such  as  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics,  or  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy  in  England— 
if  such  a system  was  introduced  here — would  be  obliged  to  visit  periodically  the  Chancery 
lunatics,  and  make  a private  report  to  the  Chancellor  ? — Quite  the  contrary- 

11329.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  attended  with  advantage,  and  that  there  would  he  no 
fear  of  objections  on  the  part  of  families  to  such  an  arrangement? — I do  not  think- too 
much  supervision  can  be  exercised  over  persons  in  that  condition. 

11330.  I understand  you  to  consider  that  the  same  principle  which  requires  .the  Chan- 
“cellor,  acting  for  the  State,  to  take  charge  of  all  lunatics,  -would  justify  that  further  care 
’■‘which  the  inspection  would  be  likely  to  insure  to  them? — Yes,  the  same  principle. 

11331.  Are  you  aware  whether  it  has  been  the  practice' of  the  Lord- Chancellor  to  issue 
••commissions  to  magistrates  or  others  in  the  country  to  inquire  into  the  lunacy  of  persons  ? ■ 
It  was' the  practice- formerly,  when  Commissions  of  Lunacy  were  to  be  sped  in- the  country, 
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to  direct  them  to  a barrister,  if  one  could  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  two  magis- 
trates. Latterly  the  Chancellor  1ms  directed  those  commissions  to  the  permanent  Com- 
missioners, and  not  to  the  magistrates. 

1 1332.  Do  you  think  that  in  cases  of  small  farmers,  whose  incomes  may  he  small,  but 
comparatively  large  as  regards  their  condition  in  society,  it  would  be  any  advantage  if  their 

cases  were  inquired  into  by  some  local  authority,  such  as  the  assistant  barrister  ? Do 

you  mean  to  have  Commissions  of  Inquiry  held  before  them  ? 

1 1333.  Yes  ?— My  own  opinion  is,  that  there  should  be  one  tribunal— one  special  tribun  al  for 
investigating  all  cases  of  persons  of  unsound  mind,  no  matter  what  their  condition  may  be. 

11334.  Do  you  think  those  experienced  in  such  inquiries  are  more  competent  to  conduct 
them  than  those  who  might  occasionally  be  called  upon  to  investigate  such  cases,  as,  for 
instance,  assistant  barristers? — I am  in  favour  of  having  hut  one  tribunal,  not  for  that 
reason  only,  but  for  others  also.  I conceive  that  if  the  assistant  barrister  is  to  be  the  sole 
judge,  without  the  intervention  of  a jury,  that  that  would  be  too  great  a power  to  intrust  to 
any  assistant  barrister,  or  to  any  one  individual.  If  he  is  to  call  in  the  aid  of  a jury,  I 
consider  that  tribunal  of  investigation — a jury,  as  at  present  constituted — is  not  one  that 
ought  to  be  continued  in  such  cases.  I think  the  system  might  be  amended  very  much. 

11335.  Whnt course  do  youthen  suggest, objectiug, in  the  one  case,  to  an  assistant  bar- 
rister acting  without  a jury,  and  in  the  other  case,  to  having  a jury  at  all? — If  the  Com- 
missioners allow  me,  I will  state  what  I consider  my  objection  to  juries  in  such  cases. 

11330.  We  will  be  obliged  to  you  tor  doing  so  ? — As  well  as  my  experience  has  enabled 
me  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  subject,  my  objections  are  these : — In  a very  plain  case, 
where  the  individual  who  is  the  subject  of  inquiry  is,  beyond  all  manner  of  question,  out 
of  liis  mind,  a jury  is  cumbersome,  and  is  a needless  and  useless  expense.  In  tlie  case  of 
a person,  the  question  of  whose  lunacy  it  may  be  a matter  of  difficulty  to  determine,  I have 
found,  in  such  cases,  the  calling  in  the  assistance  of  twelve  men,  such  as  usually  constitute 
thejuries  summoned — men  who,  from  their  education,  their  habits  of  life,  and  their  pursuits, 
are  totally  unacquainted  with  the  subject  respecting  which  they  are  about  to  investigate — 
is,  in  fact,  calling  in  the  aid  of  a tribunal  not  well  constituted  or  qualified  to  come  to  a light 
conclusion  upon  the  subject  of  the  inquiry;  and  I have  seen  lunatics  exhibit  such  cunning 
before  juries  so  constituted,  that  the  jurors  have  refused  to  find  that  they  were  persons  of 
unsound  mind:  in  fact,  they  found  them  to  be  persons  of  sound  mind,  although,  as  events 
subsequently  proved,  they  were  wholly  incapable  of  managing  their  own  affaire.  There  is 
one  very  remarkable  case,  illustrative  of  this  statement,  which  occurred  to  Mr.  Henn  and 

myself — the  case  of  Mr. . Mr.  Iienn  has  told  me  he  mentioned  that  case  to  the 

Commissioners,  and  I shall  not,  therefore,  repeat  the  facts.  In  two  other  cases  I remem- 
ber (one,  a case  in  Belfast,  of  a Miss ; and  the  other,  a case  in  Dublin,  of  the  Rev. 

Mr- ) the  Commissioners  had  very  great  difficulty  in  bringing  the  juries  to  the  con- 

clusion that  those  individuals  were  of  unsound  mind,  although,  beyond  all  manner  of 
question,  on  the  medical  evidence,  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  such  was  the 
fact-  For  these  reasons  1 think  a jury  not  as  good  a tribunal  as  could  be  desired  to 
investigate  cases  of  the  kind;  but  to  provide  a substitute  is  a very  difficult  matter.  There 
are  two  suggestions  occur  to  me ; one  of  them,  I understand,  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Henn, 
namely,  that  the  number  of  jurors  should  be  increased,  and  that  an  unanimous  finding 
should  be  required  from  twelve  of  the  number.  That,  to  a certain  extent,  is  open  to  the 
objections  I have  stilted  respecting  the  persons  who  form  the  jury  not  being  accustomed 
to  such  investigations.  The  other  suggestion  I would  take  the  liberty  of  making  would 
involve  a very  extensive  alteration  in  the  management  of  lunatics  under  the  Court 
of  Chancery;  but  as  the  Commissioners  have  asked  me,  I will  state  it.  I consider  that 
the  control  which  the  Chancellor  exercises  over  lunatics  is  exceedingly  imperfect. 
Nominally,  he  is  the  guardian  of  all  persons  of  unsound  mind;  in  reality,  he  is  only 
guardian  of  those  whose  property  is  of  sufficient  amount  to  warrant  the  expenses  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  being  incurred  in  its  management.  I am  of  opinion,  that  if  a perma- 
nent tribunal  were  established  for  managing  all  lunatics  generally,  that  the  lunatics  at 
present  under  the  care  of  the  Chancellor,  including  their  estates  and  property,  might 
safely  be  transferred  to  such  a body,  giving  a power  of  appeal  from  that  tribunal  to  the 
Chancellor.  If  that  body  consisted  of  a sufficiently  large  number  of  persons — three,  at 
least — I do  not  think  there  would  be  any  practical  danger  in  intrusting  to  them  the  whole 
inquiry  as  to  the  fact  of  unsoundness  of  mind ; they  hearing  the  evidence,  and  coming  to 
their  own  conclusion  upon  it.  But  from  their  decision  upon  the  question  of  lunacy  or 
not,  I would  give  an  appeal,  instead  of  to  the  Chancellor  alone,  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Chancery,  consisting  of  the  Chancellor  and  the  Judge  of  Appeal. 

11337.  Am  I to  understand  you  would  contemplate  this  official  body,  who  may  be  charged 
with  lunatic  affairs  generally,  coming  to  a conclusion  upon  the  case  without  the  intervention 
of  a jury  ? — Yes.  That  would  be  a very  striking  alteration ; but  I consider  it  my  duty  to 
suggest  what  1 think  would  improve  the  existing  system. 

11338.  Your  objection  to  the  jury  is,  in  fact,  that  they  are  not  competent,  generally 
speaking,  to  come  to  a proper  conclusion  upon  such  a very  difficult  matter  as  the  sanity 
or  insanity  of  a person? — In  cases  where  the  insanity  could  not  be  doubted  for  a 
moment  by  anybody,  it  is  a useless  expense  to  have  a jury.  In  cases  where  it  is  a 
matter  of  difficulty  to  decide  whether  the  party  is  sane  or  insane,  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of  jurors  in  such  cases  are  not  generally  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a 
■satisfactory  conchisioB. 

113&&.  Am  I to  understand  you  consider  those  proceedings  should,  still  originate  in 
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Chancery,  where  the  Commission  would  issue,  or  that  the  Lunacy  Board  should  be 
statutably  charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating  the  cases  ? — I would  give  the  Lunacy 
Board  the  power  of  investigating  the  cases  of  their  own  motion,  without  the  intervention 
of  the  Chancellor  at  all,  in  the  first  instance ; leaving  it  to  the  Legislature  to  decide  and 
to  regulate  in  what  way  the  application  should  be  made  to  them  to  hear  the  case. 

11340.  Any  Board,  such  as  exists  in  England,  charged  with  the  direction  of  execu- 
tive matters,  if  it  were  to  be  charged  with  such  investigations  as  those  would 
require  to  become  more  or  less  a court,  with  all  the  appendages  and  all  the  rules  as  to 

notices,  mode  of  proceeding,  and  so  on,  belonging  to  the  courts  of  law — would  it  not? 

No,  I do  not  think  so.  They  would  have  only  the  two  things  to  manage : one  the  care  of 
the  person  of  the  lunatic,  and  the  other  the  care  of  the  property.  The  care  of  the  property 
of  a lunatic  is  not  different  from  the  care  of  the  property  of  a sane  person,  and  it  would 
be  only  undertaking  the  receipt  of  rents,  and  the  direction  of  their  application,  which  does 
not  necessarily  involve  the  decision  of  any  very  difficult  questions.  The  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding in  Chancer}'-  for  the  management  of  estates,  the  subject  of  hostile  claims,  are 
provided  with  a view  of  securing  the  fullest  notice  to  all  parties  in  the  suit  of  every  appli- 
cation respecting  the  estate  in  question ; and  thus  considerable  expense  and  delay  are 
attendant  upon  all  the  proceedings.  These  forms  of  procedure  are,  in  my  opinion,  need- 
lessly complicated  and  expensive  when  applied  to  estates  not  the  subject  of  litigation,  such 
as  the  estates  of  lunatics. 

11341.  Referring  to  the  alteration  which  you  say  the  Chancellor  has  made  about  the 
issuing  of  Commissions  to  magistrates  and  barristers  in  the  country,  are  you  enabled  to 
state  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  make  that  alteration  ? — I believe  he  altered  it  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  better  to  have  persons  who  had  considerable  experience  in  con- 
ducting such  investigations  intrusted  with  them,  than  to  commit  them  to  individuals  who 
were  not  alone  not  accustomed  to  such  investigations  at  all,  but  were  not  aware  of  the 
legal  forms  of  proceeding  for  the  finding  of  the  inquisition  and  the  examining  of  witnesses. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  the  expense  is  rather  diminished,  because  you  have  only  two 
Commissioners  or  sometimes  one  Commissioner,  instead  of  three  persons,  acting. 

11342. 1 think  I understood  you  to  say  there  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  Chancery 
lunatics  ? — None. 

11343.  The  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  may,  however,  be  charged  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
under  particular  circumstances  with  that  duty? — They  may. 

11344.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  is  ever  done  without  the  case  having  obtained  some 
notoriety  in  court,  which  would  serve  as  a warning  to  the  parties  in  whose  custody  the 
lunatic  was  ? — I have  known  the  Chancellor,  upon  private  communications  made  to  him — 
communications  not  made  in  court — to  request  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  to  visit  the 
persons  to  whom  the  communications  had  reference,  and  to  report  to  him  ; and  they  have 
done  so. 

11345.  In  point  of  fact,  unless  friends  do  interfere,  there  is  no  public  officer  charged  or 
bound  to  go,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  see  fit,  at  reasonable  hours,  to  inspect  lunatics 
under  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — None. 

1134G.  With  regard  to  the  property  of  the  lunatic,  is  such  property  managed  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  estates  under  the  Court,  or  is  the  committee  of  the  estate  enabled  to 
make  leases,  or  act  as  the  proprietor  would,  or  it  might  be  supposed  would  act,  if  he  was 
sane  ? — So  far  as  the  receipt  of  the  rents  and  accounting  for  them  is  concerned,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  lunatic  is  managed  in  the  same  way  as  other  pi’operties  are  under  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  So  far  as  the  making  of  leases,  and  doing  other  acts  relating  to  the  property, 
the  Chancellor  has  power,  by  special  statutes,  to  grant  leases — a power  which  he  has  not 
in  reference  to  estates  the  subject  of  dispute  in  a cause  in  Chancery. 

113-17.  In  point  of  fact,  are  the  lettings,  pending  the  lunacy,  submitted  to  the  Master  or 
other  person  ? — Yes ; the  receiver  must  submit  every  thing  respecting  lettings,  pending  the 
lunacy,  to  the  Master,  as  the  receiver  does  pending  a cause. 

11348-  Is  the  receiver  always  a distinct  party  from  the  committee  ? — Very  commonly  the 
committee  of  the  estate  is  also  the  receiver,  and  when  he  is  so,  theChancellor  and  Master 
may  or  may  not  allow'  him  a poundage  on  the  receipts,  in  consequence  of  his  so  acting 
without  a receiver.  Very  often  the  committee  of  the  estate  is  not  considered  a fit  person 
to  act  as  receiver,  and  a receiver  is  appointed. 

11349.  Is  it  the  case  that  while  the  estate  of  a lunatic  is  in  Chancery,  the  power  of 
leasing,  except  in  certain  cases  reserved  by  special  statutes,  is  in  abeyance  ? — Yes. 

. 11350.  Then,  although  the  lunatic  might  have  had  the  power,  if  he  remained  sane,  of 
giving  leases  for  certain  terms  to  tenants,  the  fact  of  his  lunacy  prevents  the  tenants  on 
the  estate  of  enjoying  that  benefit? — Yes.  The  Chancellor’s  jurisdiction  being  delegated 
to  him  from  the  Crown,  he  has,  of  course,  only  the  same  jurisdiction  which  the  Crown 
itself  has,  unless  when  legislation  has  given  increased  jurisdiction.  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  Crown  in  these  cases  was  conferred  by  the  statute  of  17th  Edward  the  Second,  statute 
1,  chap.  10.  These  are  the  words  of  the  statute  bjr  which  the  king  has  jurisdiction  over 
lunatics.  I do  not  mean  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction  before.  He  always  had  a jurisdiction, 
but  this  statute  gave  it  formally : — 

“Also,  the  king  shall  provide  when  any  (that  before  time  hath  had  his  wit  and  memory),  happen 
to  fail  of  his  wit,  as  there  are  many  having  lucid  intervals,  that  their  lands  and  tenements  shall  be 
safely  kept  without  waste  and  destruction ; and  that  they  and  their  household  shall  live  and  be  main- 
tained competently  from  the  issues  of  the  same;  and  the  residue  beyond  their  reasonable  sustenlation 
shall  be  kept  to  their  use,  to  be  delivered  unto  them  when  they  recover  their  right  mind,  so  that 
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sucli  lands  and  tenements  shall  in  no  wise,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  be  aliened,  nor  shall  the  king 
take  any  thing  to  his  own  use.  And  if  the  party  die  in  such  estate,  then  the  residue  shall  be  dis- 
tributed for  his  soul  by  the  advice  of  the  ordinary.” 

The  ninth  chapter  applies  to  the  case  of  idiots,  and  says : — 

“The  king  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  lands  of  natural  fools,  taking  the  profits  of  them  without 
waste  or  destruction,  and  shall  find  them  their  necessaries,  of  whose  fee  soever  the  lands  beholden. 
And  after  the  death  of  such  idiots,  he  shall  render  them  to  the  right  heirs  ; so  that  by  such  idiots  no 
alienation  shall  be  made,  nor  shall  their  heirs  be  disinherited.” 

Therefore,  without  special  act  of  Parliament,  the  Chancellor  exercising  that  jurisdiction, 
had  no  power  to  grant  leases,  or  alienate  the  estate  in  any  way. 

11351.  In  a case  where  the  committee  of  the  estate  is  not  the  receiver,  what  benefit  does 
the  committee  of  the  estate  derive? — None  at  all. 

11352.  I understood  you  to  say  in  a former  answer,  that  you  desire  every  thing  connected 
with  the  property  of  a lunatic,  as  well  as  matters  connected  with  the  person,  should  be  : 
under  the  direction  of  the  Lunacy  Board,  as  we  may  call  it.  Would  not  that  be  mixing 
them  up  with  matters  for  which  the  qualification  looked  to  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Lunacy  Board,  would  probably  not  be  very  suitable? — There  are  several  instances  of 
Boards  constituted  for  the  management  of  various  public  institutions,  having  incidentally 
the  care  and  management  of  considerable  estates. 

11353.  You  refer  to  the  Charitable  Corporations? — I refer  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Education,  the  Incorporated  Society,  and  several  other  bodies  which  have  the  management 
•of  large  estates. 

11354.  No  doubt  it  is  competent  to  Corporations  to  hold  and  manage  properties  according 
to  their  charters  or  trusts,  but  do  you  consider,  generally,  the  management  of  landed 
estates,  by  charitable  bodies,  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory? — I have  known  instances 
of  property  in  the  hands  of  public  bodies  not  being  well  managed.  The  same  has  been 
said  of  estates  in  Chancery. 

11355.  Referring  to  an  observation  of  yours — that  the  Chancellor,  acting  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown,  is  supposed  to  he  the  guardian  of  all  lunatics,  while,  in  fact,  he 
has  no  cognizance  of  lunatics,  except  such  cases  as  are  brought  before  him,  where  there  is 
property  involved — to  what  extent  do  you  consider  that  parties  having  the  custody  of 
persons  they  thought  were  not  of  sound  mind  should  be  bound  to  notify  that  fact  to  the 
Chancellor  or  Lunacy  Board  ? — I think  a register  should  be  in  existence  of  the  whereabouts 
of  every  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  reputed  to  be  of  unsound  mind;  and  the  Central 
Board  should  take  whatever  steps  Parliament  might  authorize,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
that  such  persons  were  token  cave  of  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

11356.  Do  j'ou  see  any  objection  to  compelling  parties  who  had  living  with  them  alunatic 
or  a person  reputed  to  be  a' lunatic,  to  notify  to  the  Commissioners  that  such  a person  was 
in  their  custody  ? — Quite  the  contrary. 

11357.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  Commissioners  themselves  directing  an  authorized 
officer  of  theirs  to  bold  a secret  inquiry,  which  would  have  no  legal  effect  as  regards  the 
individual's  custody  or  property,  but  a preliminary  inquiry  relative  to  bis  sanity  or  other- 
wise?— That  would  be  a power  that  should  be  exercised  very  carefully- 

11358.  As  the  law  at  present  stands,  is  it  not  the  case  that  a person  may  be  cruelly 
treated  by  his  immediate  relatives,  and  unless  some  one  feels  an  interest  in  him,  or  feels 
called  upon  to  bring  bis  case  formally,  by  application,  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that 
person  may  remain  unredressed? — It  is  quite  possible. 

11359.  Do  you  think  some  further  power  than  exists  is  required  to  meet  cases  of  that 
kind? — Certainly.  . 

11360.  Do  you  think,  as  the  law  at  present  stands,  sufficient  provision  is  made  to  enable 
a lunatic  to  take  proceedings  for  superseding  a Commission,  in  case  of  his  recovering  his 
reason  ? — I think,  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  the  lunatic  is  as  free  as  he  can  he.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  him  doing  what  you  state,  if  he  can  get  anybody  to  bring  the  case 
before  the  Court.  . , , , 

11361.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Inspectors  official  and  regular  visits  to  Chancery 
lunatics,  would  afford  them  the  means  of  communicating  that  they  were  sane,  and  then- 
desire  to  be  declared  so  ?— Yes ; that  could  be  done  by  superseding  the  inquisition.  In 
that  case  the  Chancellor  sees  the  person  himself,  and  satisfies  his  own  mind  as  to  whether 
the  Commission  ought  to  be  superseded  or  not.  , 

11362.  During  the  period  that  you  were  secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  were  there 
many  inquiries  directed  by  him  under  the  Private  Asylums  Act  ? Not  many. 
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Dublin,  10th  February,  1858. 

Present: — Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  Chairman;  Dr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Corrigan  and 
Mr.  Barry,  Secretary. 


General  Question  of  The  GENERAL  QUESTION  OP  Cl-IANCERY  LUNATICS. 

Chancery  Lunatics. 

W.  N.  Hancock,  William  Neilson  Hancock,  Esq.,  ll.d.,  sworn  and  examined. 

ESC[.,  LL.D. 

11363.  What  appointment  do  you  hold  under  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  connexion  with 
lunacy? — Clerk  of  the  Custodies  in  the  matter  of  lunatics  and  idiots  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland. 

Chancery  proceeding  11364.  Will  you  state  how  far  the  duties  of  that  office  have  enabled  you  to  become 
in  lunatic  cases.  informed  of  the  course  of  proceeding  as  regards  lunatics  under  the  care  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland? — All  the  orders  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  lunacy  matters,  are  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  me.  His  lordship  makes  minutes  of  orders  upon  petitions  that  are 
presented  to  him,  and  from  those  minutes  the  formal  orders  are  drawn  up,  and  they  are 
signed  by  me,  and  the  reports  of  the  Masters  are  to  be  lodged  in  the  office,  and  also  the 
receiver’s  accounts,  the  affidavits  and  petitions  and  copies  of  those  documents,  if  they  are 
required,  must  be  taken  out  from  my  office  by  the  parties.  They  must  be  examined  by 
my  clerks  and  certified  by  me. 

11365.  Does  a petition  for  a Commission  de  lunatico  inquirendo  come  at  once  under 
your  cognizance? — Not  until  the  Chancellor  has  made  an  order  on  it.  It  is  lodged  with 
the  Chancellor's  secretary,  and  I never  see  it  until  the  Chancellor  has  made  his  order 
upon  it. 

11366.  After  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  ordered  a Commission  to  issue,  is  the  return  upon 
that  Commission  brought  immediately  under  your  notice? — No;  the  return  is  not  made 
to  me.  Supposing  a person  is  found  a lunatic,  the  next  step  is  for  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
make  an  order  of  reference  to  the  Master  to  appoint  a committee  of  the  person,  and  a com- 
mittee of  the  estate,  to  find  what  the  property  of  the  lunatic  is,  or  what  maintenance  could 
he  allowed,  and  in  the  case  of  a large  estate,  whether  a receiver  should  be  appointed. 
Such  matters  are  referred  to  the  Master. 

_ 11367.  Then  there  is  a receiver  at  times  as  well  as  a committee  of  the  estate? — Some- 
times. That  is  only  in  the  case  of  very  large  estates. 

11368.  When  that  is  not  the  case,  the  committee  of  the  estate  has  to  account? — Yes,  the 
same  as  a receiver ; they  manage  like  receivers,  and  pass  accounts  in  the  same  way. 
Maintenance  11309.  As  regards  the  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic,  is  that  settled  by  the 

allowances.  Master  with  reference  to  the  amount  of  property  ?— Always  with  reference  to  the  amount 

of  property. 


11370.  Is  it  based  upon  any  consideration  of  what  is  merely  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance and  care  of  the  lunatic  in  his  then  condition,  or  is  the  allowance  made  to  the 
committee  of  the  person  with  reference  to  the  value  of  the  estate?— Where  the  pro- 
perty is  very  small,  tlxe  minimum  is  fixed  with  reference  to  it;  hut  where  the  lunatic  is 
well  off,  there  is  generally  an  allowance  made  for  his  maintenance,  sufficient  to  keep  him 
in  the  same  position  of  life  he  was  accustomed  to  live  in.  If  the  committee  of  the  person 
undertakes  the  charge  of  the  lunatic,  he  is  allowed  a certain  advance  out  of  the  allowance 
as  a kind  of  remuneration  for  taking  the  personal  charge. 

11371.  Is  that  the  case  when  the  committee  has  parted  with  the  charge  of  the  lunatic  by 
placing  him  in  a private  as3rlum? — No.  Where  they  do  that,  the  sum  charged  is  the  sum 
paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic,  that  is,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes.  I am  not 
aware  of  any  case  of  the  kind. 

deace'of  a Chimcerv  H'D’S.  What  means  are  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the  committee  of  the  person  has 
lunatic.  placed  the  lunatic  in  a private  asylum,  or  is  still  keeping  him  in  his  own  domicile? — There 

is  a general  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  which  every  person  who  has  charge  of  a 
lunatic  under  the  Court  is  bound  once  a year  to  make  a return  to  the  Court  as  the  person 
in  whose  disfoKty  the  lunatic  is,  with  the  certificate  of  a medical  man,  certifying  he  has  seen 
ike  lunatic,  and  as  to  the  state  of  the  lunatic’s  health,  and  containing  suggestions,  if  he 
thinks  proper  to  make  them,  for  a change  of  treatment.  That  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Chan- 
cellor s secretary.  The  Committee  of  the  person  must  get  the  medical  certificate,  and  the 
committee  of  the  estate  is  to  pay  a fee  to  the  doctor  for  that,  and  that  payment  appears 
before  the  Master  when  the  accoxuit  comes  to  he  passed. 

11373.  The  Master  in  considering  those  papers,  would  not  necessarily  conceive  there  was 
any  irregularity  in  the  patient  being  returned  as  in  the  custody  of  the  keeper  of  a private 
asylum,  becanse  it  would  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  the  Court? — I apprehend 
he  could  not  be  in  a private  as3rlum  without  an  order  to  that  effect. 

11374.  Supposing  the  return  showed  the  patient  was  in  the  custody  of  A.  B.,  who  received 
so  much  from  the  committee  of  the  person  for  keeping  the  lunatic,  that  would  not  be 
considered  such  an  irregularity  as  to  attract  the  Master’s  attention  ?— The  Court  of 
Chancery  being  a Court  for  all  other  purposes  of  contest  or  dispute  between  parties,  the 
general  notion  of  the  Court  is,  that  the  different  representatives  or  persons  connected  with 
the  lunatic  look  after  the  lunatic,  and  that  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong,  it  is  brought  before 
Ihe  Court;  but  the  machinery  of  the  Courtis  not  adapted  for  the  detection  of  irregu- 
larities, unless  there  is  a complaint.  Any  party  may  come  before  the  Court  with  a com- 
plaint, and  the  matter  will  be  at  once  investigated  to  the  fullest  possible  extent ; but 
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supposing  not  one  of  all  the  persons  connected  with  the  lunatic  bringing  the  case  before 
the  Court  then  the  machinery  is  not  well  adapted  to  detect  any  irregularities. 

1 1375.  In  point  of  fact,  although  the  Court  may  not  have  made  any  order  for  placing  the 
lunatic  in  the  hands  of  a third  party,  the  committee  may  have  done  so,  and  no  return  may 
show  that  lie  has  done  so,  and  unless  some  particular  motion  is  made,  or  step  taken,  calling 
attention  to  the  circumstance,  it  would  pass  unnoticed  ?— So  far  as  I know  it  would 

11376.  We  have  been  informed  that  there  is  no  regular  inspection  of  the  lunatics  in 
Chancery  /— >.o ; the  parties  are  allowed  to  employ  their  own  medical  men.  The  order 
requiring  the  certificate  does  not  specify  any  particular  medical  man,  and  the  parties  may 
specially  employ  any  medical  man  to  give  the  certificate. 

11377  There  is  no  public  officer  of  the  Court  charged  with  the  inspection  of  lunatics?— 
No ; but  since  I came  into  office,  in  one  or  two  special  cases  the  Chancellor  employed 
me  to  make  inquiries  where  complaints  were  alleged  with  regard  to  the  lunatics,  and  to 
report  to  him  confidentially.  I was  to  see  how  matters  stood,  and  whether  they  were 
cases  that  ought  to  he  brought  before  the  Court. 

11878.  There  is  no  official  inspection,  medical  or  otherwise,  of  lunatics  under  the  Court 
of  Chancery  c — No. 

11379.  Is  it  your  opinion  some  inspection  of  lunatics  under  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by 
a public  officer  from  time  to  time,  would  be  desirable  ? — I think  it  would.  All  the  other 
business  of  the  Court  is  of  that  character  that  the  Court  does  not  intervene  of  its  own 
motion  between  the  parties,  unless  some  one  takes  measures  to  put  it  into  motion.  The 
machinery  of  the  Court  in  lunacy  matters  is  adapted  by  analogy  to  that,  and  is  not  suited 
to  cases  in  which  the  Court  has  direct  responsibility. 

11380.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Court  being  one  which  requires  to  he  put  in  motion,  is  not 
well  suited  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  guardianship  of  lunatics  ?— Not  the  per- 
sonal guardianship  of  them. 

1 138 1 . Do  you  think  there  ought  to  be  any  limit  to  the  class  of  cases  that  would  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  a public  officer ; cases,  for  instance,  of  parties  living  with  their  own 
families  ?- — I should  say  not.  I think  there  are  no  cases  would  require  inspection  more, 
or  in  which  inspection  ought  to  be  more  insisted  upon,  than  cases  of  lunatics  living 
with  their  own  families. 


Dublin. 


General  Question  of 
Chancery  Lunatics.  _ 
TV\N.  Hancock, 


Inspection  of 
Chancery  lunatics. 


11382.  Why  do  you  state  that? — Because  there  may  be  motives  influencing  the  conduct 
of  relatives  or  friends  in  such  cases  that  would  not  actuate  strangers.  Where  a person  is 
on  the  verge  of  lunacy,  and  it  is  doubted  whether  he  is  lunatic  or  not,  relatives  are  placed 
in  a position  of  great  delicacy  in  dealing  with  such  a case.  If  they  are  harsh  and  unfeeling, 
they  very  often  do  not  treat  the  person  well ; and  if  they  are  too  easy  and  affectionate, 
they  may  not  take  the  proper  measures  requisite  for  the  care  of  the  lunatic,  and  necessary 
for  the  sake  of  society. 

11383.  Can  you  state  to  us  what  is  the  minimum  income  of  an  estate  in  which  the  Chan-  Minimum  income  of 
cellor  would  allow  a Commission  to  issue  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  rule  on  the  “ises  under  the 
subject;  but  as  I got  notice  I would  be  examined  here,  it  occurred  to  me  that  that  was  a CourC‘ 
subject  upon  which  the  Commissioners  might  ask  for  information,  and  I am  making  out 
a return  for  you  which  is  not  yet  completed.  On  looking  over,  however,  a similar  return 
made  by  my  predecessor  several  years  back,  I find,  as  a matter  of  fact,  a property  of  £50 
a-year  being  under  the  Court.  That,  I think,  is  about  the  limit,  and  the  reason  for  it, 
in  my  opinion,  is  this : the  poorest  lunatics  under  the  Court  are  generally  sent  to  Swift’s 
Hospital,  where  the  payment  for  maintenance  is  £30  a-year,  and  £i0  for  clothes,  and  the 
minimum  of  absolutely  necessary  costs  in  Chancery  is  about  £10  a-year,  supposing  the 
case  to  have  no  complication  about  it,  and  the  property  to  be  very  small,  and  the  accounts 

iiassed  only  every  second  or  third  year,  which  is  the  case  with  respect  to  small  properties. 

. find  one  case  in  which  the  sum  allowed  to  the  solicitor  for  absolutely  necessary  expenses 
in  Chancery,  was  fixed  at  £10.  That  would  make  with  £30  for  maintenance,  in  Swift’s 
Hospital,  and  £10  for  clothes,  a total  of  £50.  I find  very  few  cases  under  £100  a-year. 

I would  take  £50  to  be  about  the  limit. 

11384.  Have  you  ever  turned  your  attention  to  the  question,  whether  means  might  not  The  state  of  the  law 
be  devised  for  extending  to  persons  having  small  properties  the  guardianship  or  protection  cases 

which  the  Chancellor  now  affords  to  parties  found  lunatic  by  Commission  ? — It  is  a sub-  ? s^ali;  propped 
ject  I have  thought  a good  deal  of.  I was  engaged  acting  for  my  brother,  one  year,  change.’ 
managing  landed  property  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  on  that  property  one  or  two  very 
painful  cases  of  lunacy  of  tenants  came  under  my  notice.  In  one  case  the  tenant  was  got 
into  the  lunatic  asylum  on  the  allegation  that  he  was  dangerous ; but  there  was  a small 
property  that  could  have  been  made  available  for  paying  a small  contribution  towards  the 
support  of  the  lunatic.  In  both  the  cases  that  came  under  my  notice,  the  lunacy  was 
brought  on  partly  by  the  complicated  state  of  their  affairs.  They  got  into  difficulties. 

The  cases  required  some  management,  and  I found  the  law  perfectly  powerless  to  deal 
■with  them.  To  put  them  into  Chancery  would  have  swamped  the  whole  of  the  property, 
and  there  was  no  other  tribunal  to  decide  who  had  a right  to  deal  with  that  property,  or 
what  was  to  become  of  it,  or  to  authorize  any  act  or  proceeding  during  the  lunacy  with, 
respect  to  it.  After  I got  the  office  I now  hold  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  one  of  the  first 
things  I did  was  to  consider  how  far  the  Chancellor’s  jurisdiction  would  apply.  I found 
the  whole  number  of  lunatics  under  the  Court  is  ordinarily  about  130,  and  those  are  all 
the  Court  really  deals  with;  and  for  all  the  other  lunatics  in  Ireland,  there  is  literally,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  law,  no  provision  for  protecting  relatives  in  dealing  with  their 
property. 
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Dobbin.  11385.  Have  you  arrived  at  any  conclusion  as  to  what  might  he  done  in  the  wav  of 

Generation  Of  improving  the  law  in  that  respect?— Supposing  the  .jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
Chancery  Lunatic i.  to  be  continued  for  large  estates,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  analogous  tribunal  for  dealing 
W.  N.  Hancock,  with  small  properties  is  the  Assistant  Banister’s  Court;  and  that  the  clerks  of  the  peace 
Esq.,  ll.d.  iu  the  county  towns,  where  the  lunatic  asylums  are  mostly  situate,  should  do  all  the  duties 
Assistant  Barrister's  in  such  lunacy  matters,  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Custodies  discharges  under  the  Comt  nf 
Jurisdiction.  Chancery.  In  that  way  the  thing  might  be  worked,  if  a true  analogy  was  preserved  that 

is  a literally  analogous  tribunal,  with  similar  powers  to  that  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  - 
and  I think  it  would  work  as  well  for  the  case  of  small  properties  as  the  Court  of  Chancery 
works  for  the  larger.  This  tribunal  would  legalize  the  acts  of  bond  fdr  relatives  in 
dealing  with  the  property  of  lunatics. 


11386.  They  would  give  that  protection  and  guardianship  which  the  Chancellor  now  does 
in  cases  of  persons  having  large  properties  ?— Yes ; and,  iu  the  existing  state  of  affairs  it 
would  be  really  a boon.  I do  not  say  it  would  be  the  best  plan.  What  the  Chancellor 
now  does,  in  the  case  of  lunatics  possessed  of  large  properties  is,  that  he  validates  the  acts 
of  upright  and  honourable  relatives,  in  dealing  with  the  estates  and  iu  managing  them. 
The  Court  of  Chancery  is  also  a tribunal  for  checking  the  misconduct  of  relatives  acting 
improperly,  and  intervenes  for  this  purpose,  on  a complaint  being  made.  Both  these 
things  could  be  done  for  lunatics  belonging  to  the  farming  class  with  small  properties  in 
the  Assistant  Barrister’s  Court. 


11387.  Have  you  ever  yourself  been  engaged  in  a Commission  de  lunatico  ? No. 

Liqmiy  into  cases  of  11388.  Have  you  been  enabled  in  any  way  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  tribunal  which 
iSnoTtlfe5  at  Pr|sent  determines  the  lunacy  or  otherwise  of  a person  whose  case  is  brought  before 

proper  tribunal.  them  ? — I have  not;  it  does  not  come  within  my  knowledge  at  all.  With  respect  to  that 

tribunal,  there  are  considerations  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  So  far  as  skill  is 

concerned,  a single  Judge  or  Commissioner,  with  a power  of  appeal  from  him,  might  be 

intrusted  with  the  jurisdiction;  but  as  the  decision  affects  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
and  as,  in  some  cases,  there  is  strong  public  feeling  on  the  question  of  lunacy  or  other- 
wise, a jury  has  the  advantage  of  securing  a greater  amount  of  public  confidence  in  the 
finding. 


11389.  As  regards  tlie  question  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  every 
patient  who  may  be  confined  in  a district  asylum  in  Ireland,  is  sent  there  without  a jury 
having  pronounced  upon  liis  sanity  or  insanity  ?— ' Well,  I think  that  is  objectionable.  I 
think  there  is  not  a sufficiently  uniform  system  on  the  subject. 

11390.  You  have  referred  to  a course  of  proceeding  by  which  the  first  inquiry  should  be 
held  before  skilled  persons,  and  you  have  said  there  should  be  a power  of  appeal,  do  you 
contemplate  a j uiy  being  called  in  on  the  appeal? — No;  I contemplate  the  ordinary 
judicial  metnod  of  determining  an  appeal,  dispensing  with  a jury  altogether. 

11391.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  inquiry  were  first  held  before  skilled  persons,  and  then 
lat  the  parties  traversing  the  finding  might  have  the  case  tried  before  a jury,  that 
arrangement  would  work  satisfactorily  ? — I do  not  think  it  would,  because  it  would  not  be 
dignified  for  the  skilled  men  to  have  their  decision  left  afterwards  to  the  determination  of 
hhe  jury  ought  to  be  the  first  tribunal,  unless  the  decision  was  not  acted  upon. 
It  it  was  a mere  pro  forma  decision  that  was  given  in  the  first  instance,  such  as  the 
certificate  of  the  doctor,  the  case  might  then  be  left  to  the  jury  on  appeal;  but  if  the  first 
decision  was  the  solemn  decision  of  the  Court,  it  would  injure  the  Court  very  much  if 
Junes  found  against  it.  The  tribunal  would  be  injured  in  public  estimation. 

11392.  Generally  speaking,  is  it  not  the  publicity  of  the  proceedings  before  the  jury 
which  m a great  degree  prevents  those  evils  that  might  arise  if  the  inquiry  were  private 
before  Commissioners  ?—  Publicity  is,  of  course,  one  of  the  first  elements.  The  great 
importance  of  having  a jury  is,  for  satisfying  the  public  mind.  I think  that  is  of  great 
importance,  like  for  instance,  the  case  of  coroner’s  inquests.  I have  been  present  at  some 
inquests,  and  I think  that  the  special  functions  juries  fulfil  on  those  inquiries  is,  that  they 
put  the  public  mind  at  rest  about  the  case.  I have  seen  that  result  in  very  unpleasant 
cases  m which  coroner  s inquests  were  held,  and  in  which  a magisterial  inquiry  would 
not  have  had  any  thing  like  the  same  effect  in  tranquillizing  the  public  mind  as  the  verdict 
o the  jury  had.  In  matters  of  lunacy,  the  finding  of  the  jury  has,  I think,  a similar  effect 
m satisfying  the  minds  of  relatives  and  friends.  Skilled  men  differ  and  may  be  mistaken, 
and  the  jury  may  also  be  mistaken,  but  the  effect  of  the  two  decisions  is  different  on  the 
public  mind. 

11393.  In  the  case  you  put,  the  jury  and  the  magistrates  are  equally  unskilled,  and 
they  have  both  a matter  of  fact  to  be  determined  on;  but  the  protection  for  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  in  all  cases  of  lunacy,  should  be  the  fact  of  the  party  not  being  a lunatic, 
and  that  can  be  better  ascertained  by  skilled  men  than  by  unskilled  men?— It  is  only 
m doubtful  cases  that  the  difficulty  arises,  and  the  most  that  can  happen  is,  if  the  skilled 
men  are  right,  the  party  will  be  out  a little  longer;  but  the  evil  the  other  way  ought  to  be 
very  carefully  considered,  because  if  the  skilled  men  make  a mistake,  and  that  the  party 
is  once  put  up  in  an  asylum,  even  though  he  may  be  subsequently  discharged  and  cleared 
of  the  allegation  of  lunacy  in  every  way,  the  effect  may  still  be  very  injurious.  There  are 
persons  of  delicate  nerves,  who  would  be  very  much  excited  in  such  an  event. 

. 11394.  Is.  not  the  tendency  of  juries  against  finding  a person  lunatic? — The  natural 
instinct  of  a jury  is  against  it,  unless  there  is  conclusive  evidence;  and  I think  if  there  is 
conclusive  evidence  they  are  certain  to  find  in  accordance  with  it,  but  the  natural  feeling 
of  juries  is  such,  that  they  require  to  be  clearly  satisfied  of  the  lunacy  of  the  party. 
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11305.  In  the  examination  that  has  taken  place,  you  have,  I hope,  understood  the 
those  inq™  before  * 

„ Ule  IT*  “'“"S™™4  1116  committee  of  the  person  is  allowed  to  select 

the  medical  officer,  whose  certificate  he  is  to  produce  to  the  Court  of  Chancery?— I will 
read  the  terms  of  the  order  on  the  subject.  This  eras  the  rule  made  by  Lord  St.  Leonards, 
when  he  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  It  is  dated  27th  of  March,  1343 : 

luIS1hEtt!T^  t0  be  Womted,  of  the  person  of  any 

lunatic,  shall  on  the  first  day  of  March  in  every  year-,  transmit  by  the  post,  or  deliver  under  cover  to 
tlie  Lord  Chancellor s Secretary,  m Dublin,  a Certificate  signed  by  him,  of  the  actual  place  of 
residence  of  the  lunatic  at  that  period,  and  of  any  other  place  or  places  in  which  he  may  have 

,*5e  ^ or  *,,e  iasi  ><«*  «*  »»i»™  »f  the accom- 

modations provided  for  ano  enjoyed  by  tile  lunatic,  including  board,  lodging,  clothing,  and  medical 

foSv“fetjaniJ  '“|”S  °f  “"‘T’ llr  0,1  1™,sel"ck.  “d  the  state  of  health,  mental  and 

bodily,  of  the  lunatic , and  also  (where  the  lunatic  does  not  reside  with  the  committee  of  the  person) 
the  particular  days  on  which  the  committee  has  visited  the  lunatic  daring  the  past  year ; ami  also 
how  much  is  paid  for  the  board,  lodging,  and  clothing  of  the  lunatic,  and  for  medical  attendance  ■ 
together  with,  in  every  ease,  a certificate  of  a medical  practitioner,  being  o physician  or  surgeon 
(but  not  being  the  proprietor  of,  or  usual  attendant  upon,  any  asylum  whele  tile  lunatic  maybe 
confined),  of  the. actual  state  of  such  lnnntlc  in  the  several  respects  aforesaid,  with  such  suggestions 
as  any  such  medical  practitioner  may  flunk  it  proper  to  make  for  the  future  benefit  of  the  lunatic  ■ 
and  every  such  physician  or  surgeon  shall  he  entitled  to  a fee  of  one  guinea  for  such  attendance 
anti  certificate,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  by  the  committee  of  the  person,  and  to  be  repaid  to  him 
by  the  committee  of  the  estate,  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Master  in  passing  his 


Dublin 

General  Question  of 
Chancery  Lunatics 
W.  N.  Hancock, 
Esq.,  ll.d. 
Medical  certificate 
as  to  the  state  of  a 
lunatic  under  the 
Court. 


(Signed)  Edward  B.  Sugdex,  C." 

There  is  as  complete  a machinery  as  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Court  could  provide  for 
the  protection  of  the  lunatic.  The  committee  of  the  person,  and  the  committee  of  the 
estate,  are  all  brought  within  that  order.  You  will  see  from  the  terms  of  the  order,  the 
physician,  who  is  to  certify  respecting  the  lunatic,  is  selected  by  the  committee  of  the 
person,  who  may  select  any  physician  he  chooses. 

11397.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  there  might  be  a better  practice  than  that  of  leaving  to 
the  committee,  who  may  have  an  interest  in  the  continuance  of  abuses,  the  selection  of 
the  medical  officer  who  was  to  report  upon  the  state  of  the  patient  ? — My  own  impression 
is,  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  there  were  an  inspection  by  an  officer  duly 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

11398.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  what  is  the  real  practice  in  the  Secretary’s  Office  with 
reference  to  the  certificates  which  are  required  to  be  sent  in  under  the  order  you  have 
read— are  any  pains  taken  to  ascertain  that  the  locality  of  the  lunatic  at  the  time  is 
consistent  with  the  rules  which  have  been  made  in  all  cases,  or  that  the  matters  returned 
ai’e  in  accordance  with  the  facts,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
lunatic? — Those  certificates  are  all  sent  over  by  the  Secretary,  to  be  lodged  in  my 
office.  They  are  addressed  to  the  Secretary  in  the  first  instance. 

11399.  It  all  comes  to  this,  that  Chancery  is  a Court  that  will  not  move  in  those  matters 
of  itself? — That  is  the  case. 

11400.  Are  the  rules  of  the  Court,  with  reference  to  lunacy  matters,  printed  or  pub-  Rules  of  the  Court 
lislied  ? — They  are  printed;  for  the  practice  with  regard  to  lunacy  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  iu  lunacy  matters, 
practice  with  regard  to  other  matters  in  Chancery.  When  general  orders  are  issued  in 
Chancery,  it  is  stated  generally,  the  orders  of  a certain  class  shall  relate  to  matters  in 
lunacy.  The  practice  of  the  Court  is  the  same  with  regard  to  the  property  of  lunatics, 
as  with  regard  to  any  other  property  under  the  Court. 

11401.  There  are  no  particular  rules  as  regards  the  person  of  the  lunatic? — Not  beyond 
those  to  which  I have  called  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 

11402.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  a public  Board  of  Commissioners,  who  might  be  Charge  of  the  persons 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  lunatic  asylums,  being  given  the  custody  of  the  lunatics;  a 
persons  of  lunatics — the  superintendence  of  lunatics  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — No,  unacy  oard' 

I do  not.  The  only  cases  that  could  be  au  exception  would  he  these.  Sometimes  we 
have  had  persons  of  very  dignified  rank  in  society  under  the  Court  as  lunatics — men  of  • 
large  property;  and  the  relatives  and  friends  of  such  persons  might  feel  less  delicacy  in 
having  the  property  under  an  officer,  like  the  Lord  Chancellor,  than  under  any  other 
authority. 

11403.  My  question  has  no  reference  to  the  property?— I say  the  same  with  respect  to 
their  persons.  I think  that  in  any  arrangement  of  the  kind  there  ought  to  be  an  exception 
made  of  persons  of  great  dignity,  whose  friends  might  like  them  to  be  under  so  dignified 
an  officer  of  the  state  as  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

11404.  Supposing  the  Commission,  such  as  I have  referred  to,  were  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  those  matters,  would  that  obviate  the  objection? — The 
eases  I refer  to  would  not  he  more  than  four  or  five  in  number. 

11405.  My  suggestion,  of  course,  presumes  also  that  the  Commissioners  should  he 
under  the  same  obligation  of  secresy  in  private  matters  ? — Yes,  so  I understood. 

11406.  In  the  event  of  the  custody  of  the  persons  of  lunatics  being  placed  under  the  Control  of  property, 
control  of  Commissioners,  such  as  I have  referred  to,  what  is  yOur  opinion  of  the  course 
to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  the  property ; should  that  still  remain  under  the  Court 
of  Chancery? — That  would  depend  upon  whether  the  Commissioners  had  machinery 
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Leasing  powers. 


for  taking  charge  of  it,  and  it  would  depend  upon  whether  the  power  of  the  Commissioners 
extended  to  all  property  in  Ireland,  small  and  large. 

11407.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  the  custody  of  the  person  being  placed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  while  the  care  of  the  property  would  be  left  under 
the  control  of  the  Court  of  Chancery? — No  objection.  The  custody  of  the  person 
requires  more  constant  and  active  personal  vigilance  than  the  other.  The  custody  of 
the  person  is  more  in  the  nature  of  an  administrative  function  than  the  custody  of  the 
property.  The  relatives  generally  look  after  the  property. 

11408.  I believe  the  Court  of  Chancery,  except  in  certain  cases,  where  the  power  has 

been  given  by  statute,  is  not  enabled  to  grant  any  leases  of  the  estates  of  lunatics? 

The  Court  has  no  discretion  of  its  own;  it  has  only  statutable  powers. 

11409.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  power  being  given  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  exercising  the  same  power  of  leasing  which  might  belong  to  the  lunatic 
always  providing  it  did  not  extend  beyond  a definite  period,  say  three  lives  or  thirty- 
one  years? — I think  that  the  ordinary  leasing  power  that  is  necessary  for  the  good 
management  of  the  property  should  not  be  in  abeyance. 
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Returns  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Bf.turn3  No.  1 .—A  Return  of  the  Names  of  all  Persons  who  have  from  time  to  time  been  appointed  by  the  Lord  Returns 


FROM 

Council 

Office. 


Superintending  and  Directing  the  Erection,  Establishment,  and  Regulation  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Office1 
Ireland,  under  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  33,  with  the  dates  of  such  Appointments.  _E‘ 

No.  j Nmno.  j Dato  of  Appointment,  j 


William  Harvey.  Esq.,  m.d.,  Physician-General,  .1 
George  Renny,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Director-General  of  Military  ' 
Hospitals,  ...... 

Philip  Crumpton,  Esq. , m.d.,  Surgeon-General, 

Robert  Puroival,  Esq.,  m.d.,  .... 

John  Leslie  Foster,  Esq..  ..... 

John  Davhl  LaTonclic,  Esq.,  .... 

Peter  La  Touche,  jun..  Esq.  .... 

William  Disney,  Esq 


j These  eight  Commissioners  were  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  a previous  Act, 

! (57  Geo.  III.,  cap.  106),  which  Statute 

; was  repealed  by  the  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  IV. , 
cap.  33,  save  as  regarded  all  matters  dune 
j under  that  Act. 


lienjan 


i Blake  Woodward, 


1821. 
8th  January. 


John  Clieyne,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Physician-General,  . 

George  Renny,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Director-General  of  Military 
Hospitals, ' . . . 

Philip  Crumpton,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Surgeon-General, 

John  Leslie  Foster,  Esq.,  ..... 
John  David  La  Touche,  Esq.,  . 

Peter  La  Touche,  jun.,  Esq.,  . 

William  Disney,  . . . 

Benjamin  Blake  Woodward,  Esq., 


David  Charles  T. 


ache,  Esq., 


[ ] (57  Geo.  III.,  cap.  106),  “in  the  room  of 
i : William  Harvey,  Esq.,  m.d.,  deceased.’’ 

[ The  Order  in  Council  recites  the  appoint- 
ments under  the  previous  Act,  and  the 
resignation  of  Doctor  Robert  Percival, 
i,  \ and  appoints,  under  the  provisions  of 

n September.  j ,gt  md  2nd  Geo  lv.f  cap.  33j  John 

j Cheync,  m.d.,  with  the  other  seven 
(j  remaining  Commissioners,  naming  them. 

j 

t>‘>nd  Anrii  £ i “In  the  room  of  Peter  La  Tuuclie,  deceased." 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  above  named,  having  completed  the  erection  of  Lunatic  Asylums  for  the  whole  of 
Ireland,  resigned  their  ollicc  in  1835,  and  the  undermentioned  appointments  were  then  made  : — 


Name. 

Colonel  John  Fox  Burgoyne, 
Brook  Taylor  Ottlcy,  Esq. , 
John  Riuleliir,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Harry  Da’ 


Date  of  Appointment. 
. 11th  April,  1835. 


id  Jones,  . Kith  August,  1847. 


Richard  Griffith,  Esq., 
John  Rodcliff,  Esq., 

W.  T.  Mulvany,  Esq., 
Thomas  A.  Larcom,  Esq., 


Date  of  Appointment. 
. 16th  August,  1847. 


Co  unci™  ^°-  — Combs  of  any  Order  or  Orders  revok- 

ouncil.  -ng  sucj1  Appointments,  under  18  and  19  Vic., 
cap.  109. 

Nil. 


cork  Nb.  3. Copy  Order  in  Council  for  Erection  of 

MvUm.  Cork  District  Asylum. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ireland. 

IIbytesbury. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  a Session  of  Parliament, 
h olden  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  reign  of  His 
late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  entitled  “ An 
Act  to  make  moro  effectual  provision  for  the  Establish- 
ment of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor,  and  for  the 
Custody  of  Insane  Persons  charged  with  Offences  in 
Ireland,”  it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  at  any 
time  after  the  passing  of  said  Act,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Govern- 
ors of  Ireland,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  to  direct  and  order  that 
any  number  of  Asylums  for  tho  Lunatic  Poor  of  Ireland 
shall  be  erected  and  established  in  and  for  such  Districts 
in  Ireland  as  to  the  said  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief 
Governor  or  Governors  and  Privy  Council  shall  seem 
expedient ; and  that  every  such  District  shall  and  may 
consist  either  of  the  whole  of  two  or  more  counties,  or 
of  one  or  more  county  or  counties,  and  one  or  moro 
counties  of  citios  or  towns,  or  one  or  more  county  of  a 
city  or  town  only,  and  no  more- 


And  whereas,  by  an  Act  passed  in  a Session  of  Par-  Orders  in 
liament,  held  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  said  Council. 
lato  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  entitled  “ An  Act 
for  the  further  amendment  of  an  Aet  of  the  first  and  District 
second  years  of  His  present  Majesty  for  the  Establish- 
ment  of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  of  Ireland,”  it  is 
amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  said  last  mentioned  Act,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Governor  or 
Governors  of  Ireland,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  His  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  from  time  to 
time  and  at  all  times  whenever  and  so  often  as  shall  seem 
expedient  to  him  or  them  so  to  do,  to  direct  and  order 
that  any  Asylum  or  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  Ire- 
land shall  be  erected  and  established  in  any  place  or  in 
and  for  any  district  in  Ireland  in  lieu  of  or  in  addition  to 
any  Asylum  or  Asylums  erected  under  the  authority  of 
the  said  recited  Act,  and  from  time  to  time  to  alter  or 
change  the  District  or  places  in  or  for  which  any  such 
Asylum  or  Asylums  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  erected 
under  the  authority  of  the  said  first  recited  Act  or  this 
Act.  And  said  Act  provides  that  every  District  in 
which  any  such  Asylum  or  Asylums  shall  be  erected  or 
established  under  said  first  recited  Act  or  this  Act  shall 
be  constituted  and  composed  in  such  manner  as  is 
directed  by  the  said  first  recited  Act.  And  that  every 
snob  Asylum  shall  be  sufficient  to  contain  such  numbers 
as  are  required  and  directed  by  the  said  first  recited 
Act.  And  that  the  expense  of  erecting,  establishing, 
and  maintaining  every  such  Asylum  shall  be  raised  in 
such  manner  as  is  required  and  directed.  And  that 
every  such  Asylum  shall  be  subject  to  all  such  rules 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


522 


LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Orders  in  and  regulations  as  are  contained  in  said  first  recited 
Council.  _A.ct,  and  in  an  Act  made  in  the  then  last  Session  of 
Ccr!.  Parliament  for  amending  the  said  first  recited  Act. 

District  And  whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  a Session  of  Parlia- 

Jsi/lum.  ment  holden  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  the  reign 
of  Her  present  Majesty,  entitled  “An  Act  for  the  Estab- 
lishment of  a Central  Asylum  for  Insane  Persons  charged 
with  offences  in  Ireland,  and  to  amend  the  Act  relating 
to  the  prevention  of  Offences  by  Insane  Persons,  and 
the  Acts  respecting  Asylums  for  the  Insane  Poor  in 
Ireland,  and  for  appropriating  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in 
the  city  of  Cork  to  the  purposes  of  a District  Lunatic 
Asylum,”  it  is  amongst  other  things  euacted  that  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  after  the 
passing  of  said  last-mentioned  Act,  the  Cork  Lunatic 
Asylum  shall  and  may  be,  and  become  a District  Lunatic 
Asylum  for  the  county  of  Cork,  and  the  county  of  the  city 
of  Cork,  and  for  such  other  county  or  comities  if  any,  as 
from  time  to  time  may  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
recited  Act  of  the  first  and  second  years  of  His  late  Ma- 
jesty King  George  the  Fourth,  or  any  Act  amending  .the 
same  be  constituted,  together  with  the  said  county  of 
Cork,  and  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  a District  for  a Luna- 
tic Asylum  ; and  that  all  rules,  orders,  regulations,  rights, 
powers,  authorities,  privileges,  liabilities,  provisoes,  and 
enactments  contained  in  the  said  Act  of  the  first  and 
second  years  of  King  George  the  Fourth,  and  of  any  Act 
or  Acts  amending  the  same,  and  of  said  Act  of  the  eighth 
and  ninth  years  of  Her  present  Majesty,  shall  and  may 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require,  be  extended, 
applied,  used,  exercised,  and  enforced,  to  and  in  respect 
of  the  District  so  constituted  in  like  manner  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  in  the  case  of  any  District  Lunatic 
Asylum  created  or  established  by  or  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  recited  Act  of  the  first  and  second 
years  of  King  George  the  Fourth,  or  any  Act  amending 
the  same. 

And  whereas  under  the  provisions  of  said  first  recited 
Act,  an  Asylum  was  constituted  and  established  in  the 
city  of  Cork  for  the  reception  of  Lunatic  Poor. 

And  whereas  under  the  provisions  of  said  last  recited 
Act  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  HerpresentMajesty 
the  Asylum  so  established  and  constituted  has  become 
a District  Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  county  of  Cork,  and 
the  county  of  tlie  city  of  Cork. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  unto  as,  that 
the  said  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Cork,  as  regards  the  site, 
extent,  and  capabilities  is  insufficient  for  the  existing 
Institution.  And  also  that  it  is  insufficient  and  in- 
adequate for  the  number  of  persons  confined  therein. 
And  that  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  a new  Dis- 
trict Asylum  should  be  erected  and  established  with  a 
sufficient  extent  of  ground  attached  thereto,  capable  of 
affording  wholesome  occupation  and  recreation  for  the 
inmates  to  be  confined  therein. 

Now  we,  William,  Baron  Heytesbuvy,  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant-General and  General  Governor  of  Ireland,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy 
Council  in  Ireland,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested 
in  us  for  that  purpose,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
recited  Act  of  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  said 
late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  do  hereby  direct 
and  order  tiiat  an  Asylum  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  shall 
he  erected  and  established  at  Shanakeil,  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  in  and  for  the  district  comprising  the  said 
county  of  Cork,  and  the  county  of  the  city  of  Cork,  in 
lieu  of  the  existing  Asylum  erected  as  aforesaid,  under 
the  provisions  of  said  recited  Act  of  the  first  and  second 
years  of  the  reign  of  His  said  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Fourth,  and  of  the  said  Act  of  the  eighth  and  ninth 
years  of  Her  present  Majesty,  with  fit  and  suitable  ac- 
commodation for  five  hundred  patients,  and  with  the 
necessary  quantity  of  land  to  be  attached  thereto  for 
the  recreation  and  employment  of  the  patients  to  be 
confined  therein.  And  that  such  District  Asylum  shall 
be  constituted  and  composed  in  such  manner  as  is 
directed  by  the  said  recited  Act  of  the  first  and  second 
years  of  His  said  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth. 

And  we  further  direct  and  order  that  the  expense  of 
erecting,  establishing,  and  maintaining  such  District 


Asylum  shall  he  raised  in  such  manner  as  is  required  Orders™ 
and  ilirected  by  said  recited  Acts.  And  that  such  Cocscm 
Asylum  shall  bo  subject  to  all  such  rules  and  regulations  — • 
as  are  contained  in  the  said  recited  Act  of  (ho  first  and 
second  years  of  the  reign  of  His  said  late  Majesty  King  -W'mi 
George  the  Fourth,  and  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  sixth 
Tear  of  the  reign  of  His  said  lato  Majesty  King  George  the 
Fourth,  entitled  “An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the  first 
and  second  years  of  His  present  Majesty  for  the  Estab- 
lishment of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland.” 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  this  26th 
day  of  June,  1846. 

Charles  Kildare.  F.  Blackburne. 

E.  Blakeney.  T.  B.  C.  Smith. 

R.  Keatinoe.  Richd.  W.  Greene. 


No.  4. — Copy  Order  in  Council  for  first  issue  of 
Money  for  Erection  of  Cork  District  Asylum. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 
Clarendon. 

Whereas  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  and 
Correspondence,  and  for  Superintending  the  Erection, 
Establishment,  and  Regulation  of  Asylums  for  the 
Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland,  have  by  their  communication, 
dated  5th  day  of  October,  1847,  represented  unto  us, 
that  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  issued  to  them, 
they  have  entered  into  a contract  for  the  erection  of 
a District  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Cork,  to  contain  five 
hundred  patients,  at  a cost  of  fifty-two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  forty-two  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and 
ten  pence,  and,  therefore,  praying  that  a sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  may  be  issued  to  them  on  account  of 
the  sum  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  the  building  in 
question : 

We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  in 
pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in  us  by  the  statutes 
in  that  case  made  and  provided,  do  hereby  order  and 
direct,  that  out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  arising  in  Ireland, 
there  be  advanced  and  issued,  and  paid  into  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Commissioners  for 
General  Control  and  Correspondence,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  for  and  on  account  of  the  building  of 
the  said  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  11th 
day  of  October,  1847. 

Maziere  Brady,  G.  Wm.  M.  Somerville. 

Edward  Meath.  Richd.  Moore. 

Cloncurry.  Alex.  Macdonnell. 

T.  B.  C.  Smith. 


No.  5. — Copy  Order  in  Council  for  Enlarge-  Eioami 

ment  of  Old  Richmond  and  Erection  of  New  As!/l,at' 

Richmond  Asylum. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

Whereas,  by  Order  of  this  Board  hearing  date  the 
13th  day  of  September,  1847,  it  was  directed  that  a 
new  Asylum  sufficient  to  contain  three  hundred  lunatic 
poor  should  be  erected  near  Dublin,  in  addition  to  the 
existing  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum  for  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  counties  of  Dublin, 
Wicklow,  and  Louth,  and  for  the  county  of  the  town 
of  Drogheda. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient,  in  lieu  of  erecting  such 
new  additional  Asylum,  so  directed  by  said  order  of 
13th  September,  1847,  that  the  existing  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum  be  enlarged  to  an  extent 
sufficient  to  contain  in  the  entire  building  four  hundred 
and  thirty-six  lunatic  poor,  and  that  a new  asylum  be 
erected  on  certain  land  adjoining  the  ground  of  the 
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Orders  in  existing  Asylum  sufficient  to  contain  one  hundred  and 
Council,  sixty  lunatic  poor. 

richmomi  And  whereas  it  lias  been  certified  to  us,  that  tho  cost 
Asyhm.  "f  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  existing  Asylum, 
and  the  purchase  of  certain  houses  lying  between  the 
said  Asylum  and  Grangegorman-lane,  which  are  repre- 
sented to  us  as  nuisances,  and  a great  injury  to  tho 
Asylum,  will  ho  about  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  and  that  the  cost  of  erecting  the 
proposed  New  Asylum,  and  the  purchase  of  thirty  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the  same, 
will  amount  to  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  that  a further  sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  will  he  required  for  the  erection  of  a Chapel  and 
Infirmary,  for  the  accommodation  of  both  Asylums. 

Now  Wc,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the 
advico  of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  in 
pursuance  of  tho  powers  vested  in  us,  by  the  statutes  in 
that  case  made  and  provided,  do  hereby  revoke  and 
annul  the  aforesaid  order  of  the  13tli  September,  1847, 
and  order  and  direct,  that  in  lieu  of  the  additional 
Asylum  directed  by  said  order  to  be  built,  the  proposed 
enlargement  of  the  existing  Richmond  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  and  the  purchase  of  the  before  mentioned 
houses  he  carried  into  execution  at  a cost  not  to  exceed 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  pounds ; and  wc 
do  hereby  furtherordcr  and  direct, that  the  necessary  steps 
bo  taken  for  the  purchase  of  the  aforesaid  thirty  acres  of 
land  adjoining  the  grounds  of  the  existing  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  that  a new  Asylum  be 
erected  thereon  for  the  same  district,  sufficient  to  contain 
one  hundred  and  sixty  lunatic  poor,  the  cost  of  said 
purchase  of  ground  arid  said  building  not  to  exceed  tho 
sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds;  and 
further,  that  a Chapel  and  Infirmary  be  erected  for  the 
accommodation  of  tho  existing  and  Now  Asylums,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  five  thousand  live  hundred  pounds. 

Given  at  the  Conncil  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  tho  2nd 
day  of  May,  1 849. 

Maziere  Beaut,  C.  Eked.  Shaw. 

T.  F.  Kennedy.  11.  Kbatisge. 

Rioud.  W.  Gkeene. 


MMt  ]vj0  (j — Copy  Order  in  Council  for  Enlargement 
'J um'  and  Alteiiation  of  Belfast  Asylum* 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

Upon  reading,  this  day,  at  the  Board,  certain  represen- 
tation:! received  from  the  Governors  and  Directors  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
enlarging  and  altering  the  said  Asylum,  with  tho  view 
to  afford  more  accommodation  for  the  inmates ; as  also 
a Report  from  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  as  to 
tho  expediency  of  providing  increased  accommodation, 
together  with  the  plan  and  specification  submitted  by 
the  Commissioners  for  General  Control  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
of  tho  enlargement  and  alterations  proposed  to  he  made 
at  tho  said  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  which 
are  set  forth  in  the  said  specification  as  follows : — 


To  afford  improved  accommodation  for  the  Resident  Ordebsin 
Physician,  and  other  Officers  of  the  establishment.  Council. 

And  to  provide  sleeping-rooms  for  the  kitchen  and  se(/hst 
laundry  servants,  and  additional  store-rooms.  Asylum. 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  said  proposed  enlargement 
and  alterations  of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum; 
the  cost  of  such  enlargement  and  alterations  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  snui  of  nine  thousand  pounds,  being  the  amount 
estimated  by  said  Commissioners  for  General  Control,  as 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  such  works. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  13th 
day  of  June,  1851. 

Maziere  Brady,  C.  James  Henry  Monahan. 

Fred.  Shaw.  R.  Keatinge. 

Richd.  W.  Greene. 


No.  7. — Copy  further  Order  in  Council  for  same 
Object. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

Whereas,  We  did,  by  Order  of  this  Board,  hearing 
date  the  13th  day  of  June,  1851,  direct  the  necessary 
steps  to  he  taken  for  carrying  into  execution  a certain 
proposed  enlargement  and  certain  alterations  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds. 

And  whereas  it  lias  been  represented  unto  us,  by  the 
Commissioners  for  General  Control  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
that  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  increase  the  day- 
room  accommodation  provided  for  under  our  said  Order 
of  the  13th  June  to  the  extent  of  accommodating  forty 
additional  male  patients,  and  also  to  erect  a porch  to  the 
main  entrance  of  said  Asylum,  that  they  have  accord- 
ingly made  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  original  plan 
for  affording  the  required  accommodation,  and  have 
estimated  the  same  at  a cost  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  have  therefore  requested  our  sanction 
to  such  increased  expenditure : 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  aud  with  the  advice 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
day-room  accommodation  for  male  patients  directed  by 
our  said  Order  of  the  13th  June,  1851,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a porch  at  the  main  entrance  of  said  Belfast 
Asylum,  the  cost  of  such  additional  accommodation  and 
erection  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  in  addition  to  and  over  and  above  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  pounds,  sanctioned  by  our  Order  aforesaid. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  8th  day 
of  December,  1851. 

Mazier®  Brady,  C.  Charlemont. 

Thomas  S.  Meath.  R.  Keatinoe. 

John  Hatchell.  Richd.  W.  Greenb. 

W.  M.  Somerville. 


To  remove  a portion  of  the  existing  one  story  build- 
ing, in  order  to  improve  the  light,  ventilation,  and 
cheerfulness  of  the  airing  yards. 

Two  of  the  present  dormitories,  which  are  occupied 
by  fifty  patients,  to  be  converted  into  Workrooms, 
and  for  these  accommodation  is  provided  in  addition 
to  the  increased  number  required. 

To  extend  tho  two  front  wings  so  as  to  obtain 
accommodation  for  thirty  patients  on  each-  floor, 
making  ninety  for  each  wing,  and  for  the  two  wings 
one  hundred  and  eighty,  the  number  required. 

To  build  a new  kitchen,  scullery,  laundry,  Ac.,  as 
shown  by  the  plane.  _ . 

To  provide  a Chapel  for  the  religious  instruction  of 
the  patients.  • . 

•The  Belfast  Asylum,  Having  undergone  great  alteration,  and 
the  Report,  the  several  orders  for  its  enlargement  and  alteration  £ 


No.  8. — Copy  further  Order  in  Council  for  a 
like  Purpose. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

St.  Germans. 

Whereas,  hy  an  Order  of  this  Board,  hearing  date  the 
13th  day  of  June,  1851,  it  was  directed  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying  into  execution 
a certain  proposed  enlargement  and  certain  alterations 
of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds. 

And  whereas,  hy  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bear- 
ing date  the  8th  day  of  December,  1851,  it  was  directed 
that  the  ueocssary  steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying 

. tho  plans  of  the  Asylum,  as  it  now  stands,  being  given  with 
are  inserted  here. 
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Ordersin  into  execution  a certain  proposed  addition  to  the  day- 
CooNcn,.  room  accommodation  for  male  patients,  and  for  the 
Bcl^Kt  erection  of  a porch  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  said 
Asylum.  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  addition  to,  and  over  and  above  the  sum 
of  nine  thousand  pounds,  sanctioned  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  unto  us,  by  the 
Commissioners  for  General  Control  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
that  it  has  been  found  expedient  that  certain  further 
works,  hereinafter  specified,  should  be  executed,  viz. : — 

Enlargement  of  the  windows  in  front  of  the  old 
building. 

Windows  of  Patients’  sleeping  apartments  to  be  im- 
proved as  to  ventilation  and  greater  security. 

Plastering  altogether  walls  of  new  building. 

All  day-rooms  to  be  sheeted  with  wood,  5 feet  C 
inches  high. 

Enclosing  newly  purchased  ground  with  boundary 
wall,  1 2 feet  fiigh. 

Re-pointing  old  boundary  wall. 

Garden  tool  house. 

Shed  for  carts. 

Privies  in  grounds. 

Enclosure  of  stable  offices. 

Re-painting  entire  of  old  building,  inside  and  outside. 

Padded  rooms. 

New  fastening  and  inspection  holes  for  all  doors  of 
sleeping  apartments. 

Benches  in  airing  courts  and  seats  on  grounds. 

Ball  courts. 

Removal  of  piazzas  in  front  of  old  building. 

Enlargement  of  day-room  windows  in  front  of 
building. 

Lowering  and  trimming  of  windows  in  rerc  of  cen- 
tral building. 

Back-stair  case  to  clock. 

Additional  coach  and  stable  accommodation  for  board 
days. 

Re-pointing  all  cut-stone  work  of  old  building. 

New  mantel-pieces  and  grates  for  central  bouse. 

General  repairs  of  roof  of  central  building. 

Baths  in  manager’s  bouse. 

Centre  pieces  for  ceilings  in  central  building. 

Presses  throughout  the  corridors  in  the  Old  and  New 
Buildings. 

And  whereas  the  said  Commissioners  have  estimated 
the  same  at  a cost  not  exceeding  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  one  shilling  and  a 
penny  : 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do  here- 
by order  and  direct  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken 
for  carrying  into  Execution  the  proposed  additional 
works  hereinbefore  specified,  tlie  cost  of  such  additional 
works  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to, 
and  over  and  above  the  sums  of  nine  thousand  pounds, 
and  seven  hundred  pounds,  sanctioned  by  our  Orders  as 
aforesaid. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  14th 
day  of  October,  1853. 

Maziehe  Brady,  C.  Richd.  W.  Greene. 

John  Y'oeng.  James  Henry  Monahan. 

L.  Perrin. 


No.  9. — Copy  further  Order  in  Council  for  a 
like  Purpose. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

St.  Germans. 

Wheieas,  by  an  Order  of  this  Board,  bearing  date  the- 
13th  day  of  June,  1851,  it  was  directed  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  a cer- 
tain proposed  enlargement  and  certain  alterations  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds. 


And  whereas,  by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  hear- 
ing date  the  8th  day  of  December,  1851,  it  was  directed 
that  tlie  necessary  steps  should  lie  taken  for  earn- ma- 
in to  execution  a certain  proposed  addition  to  the  da£ 
room  accommodation  for  male  patients,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a porcli  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  said 
Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  hun- 
dred pounds,  in  addition  to,  and  over  and  above  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds,  sanctioned  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bear- 
ing date  the  14th  day  of  October,  1853,  certain  addi- 
tional works  were  sanctioned  and  directed  to  be  executed 
at  a cost  not  to  exceed  three  thousand  two  hundred 
and  cightv-nine  pounds,  to  he  in  addition  to,  and  over 
and  above  said  before-mentioned  sums  of  nine  thousand 
pounds  and  seven  hundred  pounds. 

And  whereas  the  Governors  ami  Directors  of  the  said 
Asylum  have  represented  unto  ns,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  certain  further  additional  works  should  be  executed, 
and  We  have  hail  before  us  the  reports  thereon  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  and  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  recommending  that  the  works  herein- 
after-mentioned should  he  executed,  that  is  to  say  : 

Fitting  up  bath-rooms,  water-closets,  lavatories,  laun- 
dry, drying-closets,  «fcc. 

Kitchen  and  cooking  apparatus,  including  scullery 
fittings. 

New  roads. 

Levelling  yards  and  grounds. 

Coal  store  in  female  side  of  house, 

Smithy. 

Dissecting-room  and  dead-house. 

Sheds  for  straw. 

Furniture. 

Fittings  for  Apothecary’s  shop. 

Drying  ground. 

Aud  whereas  the  said  Commissioners  of  Public  Works 
have  estimated  the  same  with  “ Incidentals,  Commission, 
Clerk  of  Works,  <fcc.,”  at  a cost  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  aud  fifty -six  pouuds : 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do  here- 
by order  aud  direct  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  proposed  additional 
works  hereinbefore  specified,  tlie  cost  of  such  additional 
works  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to,  and 
over  and  above  the  sums  of  nine  thousand  pounds, 
seven  hundred  pounds,  aud  three  thousand  two  hundred 
aud  eighty-nine  pounds,  sanctioned  by  our  Orders  as 
aforesaid. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  this  23rd 
day  of  January,  1854. 

Maziere  Brady,  C.  Richd.  W.  Greene. 

A.  Brewster.  Fred.  Shaw. 

Richard  Moore.  R.  Keatinge. 

John  Hatciiell. 


No.  10. — Copy  further  Order  in  Council  for  a 
like  Purpose. 

By  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Maziere  Brady,  C. 

E.  Blakeney. 

Whereas,  by  an  Order  of  this  Board,  bearing  date  the 
13th  day  of  June,  1851,  it  was  directed  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
certain  proposed  enlargement  and  certain  alterations  of 
the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds. 

Aud  whereas,  by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bear- 
ing date  the  8th  day  of  December,  1851,  it  was  directed 
that  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying 
into  execution  a certain  proposed  addition  to  the  day- 
room  accommodation  for  male  patients,  and  for  tho  erec- 
tion of  a porch  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  said  Asylum, 
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Orders  in  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  pounds,  in  addi- 
Copncii..  tion  to,  and  over  and  above  the  sum  of  nine  thousand 
BeiiM  I’^uiuls,  sanctioned  as  aforesaid. 

Asylum.  And  whereas,  l>y  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bear- 
ing dato  the  14th  day  of  October,  1S53,  certain  additional 
works  wcro  sanctioned  and  directed  to  be  executed,  at 
a cost  not  to  exceed  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to,  and  over  and 
above  said  before-mentioned  sums  of  nine  thousand 
pounds,  and  seven  hundred  pounds.  And  by  a further 
Order  of  this  Board,  certain  further  additional  works 
and  expenses  wore  sanctioned  at  a cost  not  to  exceed 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds, 
to  be  in  addition  to,  and  over  and  above  said  sums  of 
nine  thousand  pounds,  seven  hundred  pounds,  and 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds, 
such  last-recited  Order  bearing  date  the  23rd  January, 
1S54. 

And  whereas  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control 
and  Correspondence,  and  for  Superintending  and  Direct- 
ing the  Erection  and  Establishment  of  Asylums  for  the 
Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland,  have,  by  their  Memorial, 
bearing  date  the  25th  September,  1S54,  represented 
unto  us  that  they  have  received  an  application  from 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  said  Belfast  District 
Lunatic  Asylum,  requesting  that  certaiu  further  works 
may  be  executed  in  that  building,  namely,  the  erection 
of  gas  fittings,  the  supply  and  fixiug  up  a kitchen  range, 
and  certain  works  of  alteration  and  improvement  in 
connexion  with  the  dairy  of  that  Institution,  the  total 
estimated  cost  of  which  works  amounts  to  oue  hundred 
and  eighty-fivo  pounds  : 

Now  We,  the  Lords  Justices,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  proposed  additional  works 
hereinbefore  specified,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to, 
and  over  and  above  the  several  sums  of  nine  thousand 
pounds,  seven  hundred  pounds,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds,  and  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds,  sanctioned  by  our 
Orders  as  aforesaid. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  4th 
day  of  October,  1854. 

John  Young.  Richard  Moore. 

Fred.  Shaw.  John  Hatchelii. 

R.  Neat inge.  Thos.  Esmonde. 

Riogd.  W.  Greene.  J os.  H.  Meath. 


No.  11. — Copy  further  Order  in  Council  for  a 
like  Purpose. 

By  llio  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

St.  Germans. 

Whereas,  by  an  Order  of  this  Board,  hearing  date  the 
13th  day  of  June,  1851,  it  was  directed  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
certain  proposed  enlargement,  and  certain  alterations  of 
the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  pounds. 

And  whereas,  by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  hear- 
ing dato  the  8th  day  of  December,  1851,  it  was  directed 
that  the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  for  carrying 
into  execution  a certain  proposed  addition  to  the  day- 
room  accommodation  for  male  patients,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a porch  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  said 
Asylum,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  pounds, 
in  addition  to,  and  over  and  above  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  pounds,  sanctioned  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bear- 
ing date  the  14th  day  of  October,  1853,  certain  additional 
works  were  sanctioned  and  directed  to  he  executed,  at 
a coat  not  to  exceed  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
oighty-nine  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to,  and  over  and 
abovo  said  before-mentioned  sums  of  nine  thousand 
pounds,  and  seven  hundred  pounds.  And  by  a further 


Order  of  this  Board,  bearing  date  the  23rd  day  of  Orders  in 
January,  1S54,  certain  further  additional  works  and  Council. 
expenses  were  sanctioned,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds,  to  be  Asylum. 
in  addition  to,  and  over  and  above  said  sums  of  nine 
thousand  pounds,  seven,  hundred  pounds,  and  three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds.  And 
by  a further  Order  of  this  Board,  bearing  date  the  4th 
day  of  October,  1S54,  certain  further  additional  works 
were  sanctioned,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  to  be  in  addition  to, 
and  over  and  above  said  sums  of  nine  thousand  pounds, 
seven  hundred  pounds,  three  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  pounds,  and  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds. 

And  whereas  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control 
and  Correspondence,  and  for  Superintending  and  Direct- 
ing the  Erection  and  Establishment  of  Asylums  for  the 
Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland,  have,  by  their  Memorial,  bear- 
ing date  the  23rd  day  of  February,  1855,  represented 
unto  us  that  an  application  has  been  received  from  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  requesting  that  certain  additional  works  may- 
be executed  in  that  building,  namely- : — 

Sculleries  in  the  corridors. 

Staircases  at  ends  of  corridors. 

The  walling-in  of  staircases  of  corridors. 

Raising  ceiling  of  servants’  dormitory-. 

Close  tanks  for  solid  refuse. 

A boiler  in  kitchen  for  potatoes. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  which  amounts  to  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds : 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  aud  with  the  ad- 
vice of  Her  Majesty's  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  do 
hereby  order  and  direct  that  the  necessary-  steps  be 
taken  for  carrying  into  execution  the  proposed  addi- 
tional works  hereinbefore  specified,  the  cost  of  such 
additional  works  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  nine  hundred 
and  sixty- five  pounds,  to  he  in  addition  to,  and  over  and 
above  the  several  sums  of  nine  thousand  pounds,  seven 
hundred  pounds,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  pounds,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  aud 
fifty-six  pounds,  and  ono  hundred  and  eighty-five 
pounds,  sanctioned  by  our  Orders  as  aforesaid. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1855. 

Maziere  Brady,  0.  R.  Keatinoe. 

F.  Blackburne.  John  Hatchell. 


No.  12. — Copy  Order  in  Council  appropriating  utoptim  of 
any  Asylum  or  Part  of  Asylum  for  tlie  Recep-  a,^u^r 
tion  of  a Particular  Class  of  Patients*  ratiemi. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  Connaught  District 
Lunatic  Asylum  should  be  enlarged  in  order  to  afford 
additional  accommodation  for  twenty-five  male  and 
twenty-five  female  patients,  and  also  additional  wards 
sufficient  to  contain  twenty-five  male  and  fifteen  female 
patients,  such  wards  to  he  exclusively  appropriated  for 
the  sole  and  exclusive  reception,  custody,  and  treat- 
ment of  acute  cases ; and  it  is  further  expedient  that 
certain  alterations  recommended  by  the  Inspectoi-3  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  their  Reports  now  before  us  should 
be  made  in  the  internal  structure  of  the  existing 
building  ; and  that  additional  ground,  to  an  extent  not 
exceeding  twenty  acres,  should  be  obtained  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Asylum  : 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  by  virtue 
of  the  Statutes  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  order 
and  direct  that  the  Connaught  District  Lunatic  Asylum 
be  enlarged  and  altered  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
do  approve  of  the  enlargement  of  the  quantity  of  land 

* This  is  the  only  order  of  the  kind,  and  it  can  hardly  he 
considered  as  coming  under  the  a & 9 Viet.  c.  108,  s.  15. 
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Ordersin  belonging  to  said  Asylum  to  an  extent  not  exceeding 
Council,  twenty  acres. 

Uec^thm  of  Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  13th 
aPcta!aof'  day  of  September,  1847. 

Patients.  MaZIERE  BRADY,  C.  Fred.  SlIAW. 

Edward  Meath.  Alex.  Macdonnell. 

Wsr.  M.  Somerville. 

Appointing  — COPY  OltDEIl  ill  COUNCIL  APPOINTING  tile 

Gotcnon,  INSPECTORS  of  LUNATICS  GOVERNORS,  “EX  OF- 
"ex  officio.”  FICIo,’’  of  all  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Eglinton  and  Winton. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  should  be  Governors  of  the  several  District 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland  : 

We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
her  Majesty’s  I’rivy  Council,  do  hereby  nominate  and 
appoint  tbe  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  for  the  time 
being  to  he  Governors  and  Directors,  ex  oljicio,  of  the 
several  and  respective  District  Lnnatic  Asylums  in  Ire- 
land accordingly. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  2Gth 

day  of  April,  1852. 

F.  Blackburn e,  C.  N.  Ball. 

Rd.  Dublin.  E.  Blakeney. 

Cloncdrry.  Riciiard  Moore. 

T.  Lefroy.  Fred.  Siiaw. 

T.  B.  C.  Smith.  R.  Keatixqe. 

Jas.  Henry  Monahan.  Richd.  W.  Greene. 

A™”m.  N°.  14. — Copy  Order  in  Council  directing  pre- 
Itaks.  PARATION  of  RULES  for  ARMAGH  ASYLUM. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Wellesley. 

Ordered,  that  the  Commissioners  for  General  Control 
and  Superintendence  of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor 
in  Ireland  do  prepare  such  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  good  conduct  and  management  of  the  Armagh  Dis- 
trict Asylum  as  they  may  consider  proper  to  suggest 
and  recommend  to  ho  adopted  and  established  under  the 
authority  of  this  Board,  in  pursuance  of  the  fifth  section 
of  the  Act  of  the  second  year  of  His  present  Majesty, 
chapter  33,  relating  to  such  Asylums,  and  that  the  same 
do  comprise  a regulation  that  an  exact  account  be  kept 
of  the  name  and  age  of  each  patient,  the  time  when,  and 
the  part  of  the  district  from  whence  received,  as  also  a 
form  of  admission  of  patients.  And  that  the  said  Com- 
missioners do  transmit  such  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
laid  before  the  Board  accordingly. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  3rd 

day  of  May,  IS 25. 

Downes.  Wji.  M'Mahon.  Wh.  Saurin. 

Rules  for  the  government  of  the  Armagh  Asylum, 
were  framed  in  accordance  with  the  above  Order;  but 
the  Council  Records  do  not  show  that  any  such  rules 
were  laid  before  the  Board  as  directed  in  the  Order, 
nor  is  there  in  this  office  any  copy  of  such  rules.  A 
copy  can  probably  be  obtained  from  the  Manager  of  the 
Armagh  Asylum,  and  a communication  has  been  made 
to  him  accordingly. 

UdulVb  ^°'  — Copies  of  any  Rules  and  Regulations 

Medical11  made  by  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for 

Attendants.  tbe  HOLDING  of  LECTURES  by  MEDICAL  ATTEN- 
DANTS in  Asylums — 8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  107,  sec.  22. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Hbytbsbury. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
entitled  “An  Act  for  the  establishment  of  a Central 


Asylum  for  Insane  Persons  charged  with  onencesm  Ire-  Ordeesh 
land,  and  to  amend  the  Act  relating  to  the  prevention  Council. 
of  offences  by  Insane  Persons,  and  the  Acts  respecting  ojI 

Asylums  for  the  Insane  Poor  in  Ireland;  and  for  appro-  Lectures is 
printing  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  the  City  of  Cork  to  the 
purposes  of  a District  Lunatic  Asylum.”  It  is  amongst 
other  things  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Governor  or 
Governors  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  Her  Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland, 
to  make  aud  found  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
holding  of  lectures  by  the  medical  attendant  or  atten- 
dants of  the  said  Central  Asylum,  or  the  Provincial  or 
District  Asylums  in  said  Act  mentioned,  or  any  of  them, 
as  to  the  said  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Governor 
or  Governors  of  Ireland  with  the  advice  of  the  said 
Privy  Council  aforesaid  may  seem  fit. 

We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ire- 
land, by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by  the  above 
in  part  recited  Act,  do  hereby  make  and  found  the  rules 
and  regulations  to  this  our  Order  annexed  for  the  hold- 
ing of  lectures  by  the  medical  attendants  of  the  Rich- 
mond District  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  direct  that  the  same 
be  observed  therein. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  14th 
day  of  April,  1846. 

Edwd.  E.  Sugben,  C.  T.  B.  C.  Smith. 

Lincoln.  It.  Keatinge. 

Charles  Kildare.  Edwd.  Lucas. 

F.  Blackbukxe.  Richd.  W.  Greene. 


Rules  and  Regulations. 

1.  That  the  medical  attendants  of  the  Richmond 
Asylum  do  at  the  said  Asylum  deliver  clinical  and  other 
lectures  on  subjects  connected  with  the  medical  and 
moral  treatment  of  insanity  : and  on  the  cases  of  any 
of  the  patients  for  the  time  being  in  the  Asylum,  at  such 
time  and  under  such  regulations  as  they  shall  from  time 
to  time  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  said  Asylum  think  most  conducive  to  the  advance- 
ment of  knowledge,  and  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  of 
the  said  establishment. 

2.  That  the  attending  physician  to  the  said  Asylum 
shall  he  at  liberty  to  take  any  number  of  pupils  (not 
exceeding  four  at  any  oue  time,  unless  with  the  previous 
approbation  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  by  whose  autho- 
rity the  number  may  be  increased  from  time  to  time, 
anil  again,  if  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  be  reduced), 
such  pupils  to  be  subject  to  such  rules  as  the  physician 
with  the  advice  of  the  surgeon,  shall  from  time  to  time 
issue.  But  no  pupil  is  to  visit  the  female  ward  or  any 
female  patient  except  in  company  with  the  medical 
attendant  of  the  said  Asylum ; nor  shall  any  patients 
be  visited  by  pupils  excepting  such  as  shall  be  deemed 
by  the  medical  attendant  fitting  subjects  for  clinical 
instruction,  and  not  likely  to  be  exposed  to  injury  from 
such  visits. 

3.  That  no  person  be  admitted  as  a pupil  in  the  said 
Asylum  who  has  not  been  a medical  student  for  at  least 
three  years  previously ; and  every  such  pupil  must 
lodge  with  the  clerk  of  the  Governors,  before  lie  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Asylum  as  a pupil,  certificates  from  the 
proper  medical  persons  or  officers  under  whom  he  has 
studied,  of  his  attention  to  his  studies,  and  his  general 
good  conduct  during  the  preceding  three  years. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  said  Asylum 
shall  forthwith  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  said  Asylum  appoint  some  competent  per- 
son as  clinical  clerk. 

5.  That  there  shall  he  always  a clinical  clerk  resident 
at  the  said  Asylum,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  attend  upon 
the  physician  at  his  visits,  and  to  keep  notes  of  cases  both 
of  medical  and  moral  treatment ; and  who,  in  case  of 
prompt  aid  being  required  during  tbe  absence  of  the 
medical  attendant  (but  not  otherwise),  is  to  act  in  the 
relief  of  patients  at  the  said  Asylum.  It  being  well  un- 
derstood that  the  appointment  of  a clinical  clerk  is  for 
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ORJ.EBSIK  the  purpose  of  establishing  e school  for  the  treatment 
Conncm.  „f  mental  disease,  and  not  for  the  relief  of  the  medical 
Balding  of  attendants  m attending  on  the  patieuts. 
hectares  by  o.  That  if,  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  from  the  an- 
JSS*.  P omtment  of  the  tot  clinical  clerk  it  shall  be  ton'd 
that  one  clerk  is  incompetent  to  perform  all  the  duties 
required,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Governors 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officers,  to  appoint 
a second,  and  thenceforth  there  shall  be  two  clinical 
clerks  rosident  at  the  said  Asylum  as  long  as  the  ser- 
vices of  the  two  shall  be  found  necessary. 

7.  That  the  first  person  or  persons  appointed  a clinical 
clerk  or  clinical  clerks,  shall  be  a person  or  persons  who 
hath  or  have  completed  his  or  their  course  of  medical 
studies  ; and  no  person  shall  hold  the  office  of  clinical 
clerk  for  more  than  two  years. 

8.  That  the  successors  of  the  clinical  clerks  first  ap- 
pointed shall  bo  selected  from  the  pupils  of  the  said 
Asylum.  And  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  College 
of  Surgeons  are  requested  as  often  as  may  be  necessary, 
upon  the  application  of  the  medical  attendants  of  the 
said  Asylum,  to  appoint  a joint  Committee  to  examine 
the  pupils  desirous  of  filling  the  office  ; and  such  Com- 
mittee. is  to  examine  the  pupils  accordingly,  and  to  give 
a certificate  to  the  one,  who  in  their  opinion  is  best 
qualified  by  his  professional  attainments,  and  steady  and 
gentlemanly  conduct,  to  fill  tho  office  with  advantage  to 
the  Institution. 

9.  That  every  clinical  clerk  who  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Governors,  is  entitled  to  snch  a mark  of  appro- 
bation shall,  when  his  time  of  office  expires,  be  furnished 
by  the  Board  with  a certificate  from  them,  countersigned 
by  tho  medical  attendants,  stating  that  he  has  performed 
the  duty  of  clinical  clerk  at  the  said  Asylum,  with 
ability  and  attention. 

10.  That  every  clinical  clerk  shall  be  furnished  with 
diet  and  lodging  at  tho  Asylum. 


huksMt/te  ^°- 16- — General  Rules  for  the  Government  of 

Government  all  tllO  DISTRICT  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  ill  IRELAND, 

Vmn/lc  i mule,  framed,  and  established  by  the  Lord 
Asylums  in  LIEUTENANT  and  COUNCIL  of  IRELAND,  March 
Mlona.  27)  ly43. 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 


De  Grey. 


Whereas  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
first  and  second  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Fourth,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  make 
more  effectual  Provision  for  the  Establishment  of 
Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Pool’,  and  for  the  Custody  of 
Insane  Persons  charged  with  Offences,  in  Ireland,”  it 
is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  other  Chief  Go- 
vernor or  Governors  of  Ireland,  and  Privy  Council,  to 
make,  frame,  and  establish  any  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  good  conduct  and  management  of  such  Asylums 
in  general,  «r  of  any  such  Asylum  in  particular. 

We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ire- 
land, by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by  the 
above  in  part  recited  Act,  do  hereby  make,  frame,  and 
establish  the  annexed  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
good  conduct  and  management  of  such  Asylums  in 
general,  and  direct  that  the  same  shall  be  observed 
therein  respectively. 


Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  27th 
day  of  March,  1843. 


Edward  B.  Sttgden,  G. 
Rd.  Dublin. 

.Charles  Kildare. 

;F.  Blackburns. 


E.  Blakeney. 
Maziere  Brady. 
L.  Perrin. 

A.  R.  Blake. 


Meetings  ok  Governors.  Orders  in 

1.  Two  General  Meetings  of  the  Governors,  five  to 
constitute  a quorum,  to  be  held  at  the  Asylum  in  every  General 
year,  the  first  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February,  Rules  fir  the 
the  second  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  July.  The  °1}ZuiT 
general  statement  of  the  establishment,  its  expenditure,  Lunatic 
&c.,  required  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  office  of  Im-  Asjfy™din 
prest  Accounts,  shall  be  submitted  by  the  Manager  to  ‘ 

the  meeting,  so  as  to  be  revised  and  authenticated 
thereat,  and  an  abstract  of  the  account,  with  such 
remarks  as  the  Manager  may  deem  necessary  and  the 
Board  shall  approve  of,  sliail  be  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  a sufficient  number  of  copies  printed  for  cir- 
culation, twenty-four  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Jury  for  each  county  within  the  district, 
to  be  distributed  to  the  J ury  at  the  ensuing  assizes,  and 
two  to  be  forwarded  to  each  Governor. 

2.  The  local  Board  (three  forming  a quorum)  are  to 
hold  their  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every 
month,  for  the  discharge  of  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  Asylum ; but  the  local  Board  of  any  Asylum  may 
alter  the  day  to  some  other  fixed  day,  so  as  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  Board,  and  may  meet  afterwards 
on  some  fixed  day,  if  it  shall  he  so  arranged  by  the 
Board,  and  every  such  Board  shall  see  to  the  actual 
execution  of  their  orders,  and  regularly  inspect  the 
Asyltnn  and  the  inmates,  and  keep  a watchful  eye  over 
the  Accounts. 

3.  Special  Meetings  are  to  be  called  for  a particular 
day,  upon  a requisition  to  that  effect  being  banded  to 
the  Manager,  signed  by  two  or  more  Governors. 


Admission  and  Treatment  of  Patients. 

4.  Idiots,  as  well  as  lunatics  properly  so  called,  are  to 
be  admissible  to  every  Asylum,  and  so  also  are  epileptic 
persons,  where  the  fits  produce  imbecility  of  mind  as 
well  as  of  body. 

5.  The  printed  form  of  admission,  which  is  to  be 
furnished  at  every  Asylum,  upon  application  to  the 
Manager,  is  to  be  carefully  filled  up  according  to  the 
directions  contained  therein,  and  returned  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid)  to  the  Manager,  who  shall  forthwith  deliver 
it  to  the  Physician,  in  order  that  he  may  consider  the 
case  as  represented,  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the 
Governors  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

6.  Every  patient  to  be  admitted  upon  a special 
direction  by  the  Board,  unless  in  cases  of  urgency, 
when  tho  Physician  may  admit  upon  his  own  authority, 
stating  on  the  face  of  his  order  the  grounds  upon  which 
he  acts.  In  every  case  a bond  for  the  removal  of  the 
patient,  when  required  by  the  Board,  to  be  signed  by 
some  responsible  person,  before  the  admission  of  the 
patient,  unless  the  Board  upon  any  ground,  or  the  Phy- 
sician in  cases  of  urgency,  shall  dispense  with  the  same, 
or  postpone  the  time  for  the  execution  of  such  bomb 

7.  Each  patient  should  hare  one  suit  of  clothes, 
which  will  be  returned  on  his  or  her  removal  from  the 
Asylum. 

8.  The  patients  shall,  on  admission,  be  carefully 
bathed,  cleansed,  and  clad  in  the  dress  of  the  Institu- 
tion, unless  otherwise  directed  by  tho  Manager  or  Phy- 
sician. They  shall  be  treated  with  all  the  gentleness 
compatible  with  their  situation;  and  restraint,  when 
necessary,  shall  he  as  moderate,  both  in  extent  and 
duration,  as  is  consistent  with  the  safety  and  advantage 
of  the  patient. 

9.  Where  it  is  found  necessary  to  restraint  a patient, 
by  muff  or  otherwise,  and  also  to  confine  the  patient  to 
a seat,  care  is  to  be  taken  that  the  seat  is  sufficiently 
wide  to  enable  the  patient  to  sit  down  comfortably, 
and  that  pain  and  irritation  are  not  caused  by  the 
nature  of  the  seat,  or  by  the  back  of  the  patient  not 
having  any  support. 

10.  No  patient  to  be  entitled  to  any  remunera- 
tion for  any  labour  done  while  confined  within  the 
Asylum. 

11.  The  greatest  regularity  shall  be  observed  with 
respect  to  tho  hours  for  rising  in  the  morning  and 
retiring  for  the  night;  that  for  rising  being  fixed  at 
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Orders  in  six  o'clock  from  tlic  first  of  April  to  the  thirtieth  of 
Coe. veil..  September,  and  for  retiring  at  an  hour  not  earlier 
General  half-past  eight  o’clock  for  the  same  period. 

Rulesjbriitc  During  the  winter  six  months,  the  patients  shall  r ise 
G, tfaUOit 1 at  seven»  ant*  1'ct‘rc  not  earlier  than  seven  o’clock.  The 
Lunatic  Physician  is  authorized  to  order  deviations  from  these 
Asijlumein  rules  in  individual  cases,  but  iu  all  other  cases  this  rule 
re  uni.  j1(J  S(rjct{y  ac(e,l  UjM,n. 

12.  The  strictest  punctuality  must  he  observed  with 
respect  to  meals  : in  no  case  shall  the  number  of  meals 
be  less  or  more  than  three,  and  they  shall  be  supplied 
during  the  summer  six  months  at  the  following  hours, 
viz. : Breakfast  at  eight  o’clock ; dinner  at  ouc  o'clock  ; 
and  supper  at  six  o’clock  ; — and  during  the  winter  six 
months  at  the  following  hours,  viz. : Breakfast  at  nine 
o’clock  ; dinner  at  two  o’clock ; and  supper  at  half-past 
five  o’clock ; and  lights  to  he  furnished  for  the  inmates 
until  their  bed-time. 

13.  The  Board  to  make  regulations  for  the  admission 
of  Clergymen  to  visit  iu  that  character  any  patients  of 
their  own  persuasion.  Frequent  visits  of  the  Parochial 
Clergy  to  the  Institution  are  particularly  desired ; the 
Board  to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of 
Divine  Service  before  such  of  the  inmates  as  their 
respective  Clergymen  and  the  Physician  shall  deem  fit 
to  attend  the  same. 

14.  No  patient  shall  be  removed  from  the  Asylum 
without  the  Manager  first  apprizing  the  Physician,  in 
order  that  he  may  state  to  the  relatives  his  views  of 
the  case,  and  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  intended 
removal. 

15.  Patients’  friends  to  be  admitted  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  between  tbo  hours  of  eleven  o’clock,  a.m.,  and 
one  o’clock,  p.m.,  under  the  coutrol  and  direction  of  the 
Manager. 

Doties  op  Officers  and  Servants. 

Duties  of  the  Manager. 

1C.  He  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  and 
subject  to  the  directions  of  the  Physician  as  to  the 
treatment  of  the  patieuts,  superintend  and  regulate  the 
whole  of  the  establishment.  He  shall  be  responsible 
for,  and  at  all  times  have  ready  for  inspection,  the  fol- 
lowing hooks : 

i.  The  General  Registry,  containing  the  particulars 
of  all  cases  admitted  into  the  Asylum,  copied  from  the 
printed  forms  of  admission,  together  with  the  Admission, 
Discharge,  and  Death  Books. 

n.  The  Provision  Books,  containing  the  quantity  of 
food  received  and  issued  to  patients,  servants,  and 
extras  to  sick,  &c.,  &e.,  which  are  to  be  kept  so  as  to 
form  a perfect  cbeck  upon  all  the  deliveries  compared 
with  the  consumption. 

m.  The  Delivery  or  Clothing  Store  Book. 

iv.  The  Morning  Statement  Book,  containing  a return 
of  the  number  of  patients  divided  according  to  their 
sexes,  the  names  of  those  admitted  and  discharged, 
specifying  whether  cured,  relieved,  or  harmless,  and  in- 
curable, the  names  of  those  who  have  died,  the  number 
employed,  the  names  of  those  under  restraint  or  seclu- 
sion, and  the  causes  thereof,  tbe  number  under  medical 
treatment,  the  visit  and  hour  of  visit  of  the  respective 
Medical  Officers,  which  latter  is  to  he  duly  filled  and 
signed  by  them.  This  daily  return  to  be  countersigned 
by  the  Manager,  who  shall  be  held  responsible  for  its 
accuracy. 

v.  The  Want  Book,  upon  which,  previous  to  each 
Monthly  Meeting,  all  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the 
Asylum  are  to  be  entered  for  the  approval  and  signa- 
ture of  the  Chairman. 

vr.  The  Minute  Book,  containing  a faithful  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board. 

vir.  A General  Order  Book,  in  which  all  orders  and 
regulations,  which  may  be  from  time  to  time  made  for 
the  management  of  the  Institution,  shall  be  separately 
copied  for  facility  of  reference. 

yiit.  A Memorandum  Book,  to  be  laid  before  each 
Board,  in  which  an  entry  shall  be  made  of  all  matters 
to  be  submitted  for  consideration  as  well  as  of  all  com- 


munications from  the  Manager  to  tbe  Board,  in  order  Ordprsin 
tbat  such  communications  may  remain  on  record,  with  Council. 
the  decision  of  the  Board  thereon  to  he  noted  in  the  ; — 
margin  by  the  Chairman. 

ix.  The  Letter  or  Correspondence  Book,  iu  which  ''l"iyrnmc..: 
are  to  be  entered  the  dates  of  all  letters  received  and 

copies  of  all  letters  written  on  business  of  the  Institu-  -l-v/imjj,, 
tiou,  and  the  letters  received  to  be  filed  and  preserved.  Jr,lan''- 

x.  The  Application  Book,  iu  which  shall  be  entered 
the  particulars  of  all  applications  for  admission,  the 
names  of  the  certifying  Magistrates  and  Physicians, 
with  such  observations  on  each  application  as  tlic  Mana- 
ger may  think  lit. 

17.  IIo  is  to  transcribe  correctly  the  Minutes  of  the 
Board,  write  letters,  and  act  generally  as  the  medium 
of  communication  as  the  Board  shall  direct. 

18.  He  is  to  keep  and  chock  all  accounts  of  the  Insti- 
tution, to  prepare  the  annual  returns  for  the  Audit 
Commissioners,  to  submit  the  accounts  and  vouchers 
for  money  paid  within  each  mouth,  for  the  Mouthlv 
Mceting,  at  which  time  they  are  to  he  examined  by 
the  Board  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  as  correct  or 
otherwise. 

10.  He  is  to  take  care  that  no  bills  are  included 
save  such  as  have  been  duly  authorized  by  the  Monthly 
Mectings. 

20.  He  is  to  inspect  the  provisions  and  all  other 
articles  purchased  by  contract,  and  purchase  all  articles 
as  the  Board  shall  direct. 

21.  He  is  to  take  care  that  all  subordinate  officers 
acquit  themselves  of  their  respective  duties  with  regu- 
larity and  care,  and  iii  every  case  of  neglect  or  omission 
to  make  an  entry  on  the  Daily  Statement  Book  for  the 
information  of  the  Board. 

22.  Ho  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Matron  to  any 
ease  of  misconduct  that  may  occur  within  her  depart- 
ment, and  when  lie  deems  it  necessary  lie  is  authorized 
to  fine,  suspend,  or,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board, 
dismiss  any  of  the  domestics. 

23.  He  is  to  take  charge  of  the  instruments  of  res- 
traint, and  is  not  under  any  pretence  to  allow  the  un- 
authorized use  of  them  to  any  person  within  the  estab- 
lishment ; all  cases  placed  under  restraint,  seclusion,  or 
other  deviation  from  the  ordiuary  treatment,  are  to  he 
carefully  recorded  by  him  iu  the  daily  report  with  the 
particular  nature  of  the  restraint  or  deviation  resorted 
to.  But  in  no  case  shall  the  shower  bath  be  used  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  Physician. 

24.  He  shall  inspect  every  portion  of  the  establish- 
ment each  day  before  twelve  o’clock,  and  shall  person- 
allj'  inspect  each  patient. 

25.  He  shall  make  himself  acquainted  with  every 
case,  and  maintain  such  an  intercouse  with  the  inmates 
as  may  enable  him  at  all  times  to  give  full  and  perfect 
information  on  all  heads  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Phy- 
sician. 

26.  During  meal  hours  lie  shall  he  careful  to  examine 
the  dining  rooms,  to  observe  the  state  of  the  provisions 
as  to  quality,  quantity,  cooking,  cleanliness,  and  equality 
of  distribution,  and  shall  take  care  that  tbe  food  is  good, 
and  as  well  prepared  as  the  power  of  the  establishment 
will  permit. 

27 . He  is  to  walk  through  the  galleries  every  night 
after  the  patients  have  retired  to  bed,  to  see  that  they 
are  carefully  locked  up  and  comfortably  placed  for  the 
night,  and  that  the  keepers  and  servants  arc  orderly 
and  in  their  proper  places ; the  Matron  to  attend  him 
through  the  female  wards. 

28.  He  is  to  consider  the  convalescents  as  the  parti- 
cular object  of  his  care,  and  exert  himself  to  keep  them 
amused  and  employed,  also  to  endeavour  to  regulate 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  as  may  best  promote 
their  comfort  and  recovery. 

29.  He  is  from  time  to  time  to  report  to  the  Physi- 
cian such  cases  as  appear  to  require  particular  attention 
or  treatment,  and  cause  to  be  carefully  observed  such 
directions  as  may  be  given  by  the  Physician. 

30.  He  is  to  be  attentive  to  all  strangers  who  may 
visit  the  Asylum,  accompanying  them,  or,  if  engaged. 
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Ohdersin  taking  care  that  they  he  attended  by  some  competent 
Council,  person.  He  is  also  to  see  that  the  visits  of  the  friends 
General  po^ients  wo  regulated  so  as  to  be  most  conducive  to 
Mies  for  the  their  comfort  and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  discip- 
C orient  ]jlie  0{  the  establishment. 

"lunatic  31.  He  shall  never  be  absent  from  the  Asylum  at 
Asylums  in  the  same  time  with  the  matron,  nor  ever  for  the  night 
irelam . wjthout  special  leave  from  a Board  of  Governors,  and 
upon  every  such  absence  lie  shall  enter  in  the  Book  the 
date  and  period  of  his  absence. 

Duties  of  Matron. 

32.  The  Matron  is  to  watch  over  and  report  the  con- 
duct of  the  female  servants  and  nurses. 

33.  She  is  to  take  care  that  every  part  of  the  house 
is  at  all  times  clean  and  well  ventilated,  and  particularly 
attend  to  those  cells  where  sick  or  refractory  patients 
are  confined. 

34.  She  is  to  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  state 
of  the  laundry  department,  and  take  care  that  the 
clothing,  bedding,  and  linen  of  the  patients  are  at  all 
times  cleau  and  in  good  state  aud  repair;  and  in  case  of 
any  neglect  on  the  part  of  nurses  or  others,  to  report 
the  same  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book  in  the  office. 

35.  She  is  to  examine  the  wards  and  day-rooms  of 
the  female  patients  each  day  before  twelve  o’clock,  and 
carefully  inspect  each  patient. 

3G.  She  is  also  to  walk  through  the  female  galleries 
every  night  after  the  patients  have  retired  to  bed,  to 
see  that  they  are  carefully  locked  up  and  comfortably 
placed  for  the  night,  and  that  the  nurses  and  servants 
are  orderly  and  in  their  proper  places. 

37.  She  is  to  exercise  a general  superintendence  over 
the  culinary  department  of  the  establishment,  and  to 
inspect  the  female  patients  at  their  meals,  to  insure  to 
them  equality  of  distribution  of  the  food  aud  all  other 
comforts  which  the  allowances  of  the  establishment  may 
permit. 

38.  She  is  to  maintain  constant  intercourse  with  the 
female  patients,  devise  judicious  occupations  for  them, 
and  in  every  way  endeavour  to  promote  their  comfort 
and  recovery. 

39.  She  is  to  take  charge  of,  and  be  accountable  to 
the  Manager  for  all  female  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  &c., 
aud  report,  as  often  as  necessary,  their  condition.  All 
cast  or  condemned  articles  to  be  kept  till  disposed  of 
by  order  of  the  Board. 

40.  She  is  to  receive  every  morning  from  each  nurse, 
a report  of  their  respective  divisions  during  the  past 
night,  to  be  entered  in  the  Daily  Statement  Book. 

41.  She  is  to  cause  each  female  patient  after  admis- 
sion to  be  bathed  in  a warm  bath,  or  otherwise  well 
cleansed,  and  her  private  clothing  mended,  washed,  and 
put  up  in  store,  to  be  afterwards  returned  when  the 
patient  is  leaving  the  Asylum. 

Duties  of  Physician. 

42.  He  is  to  attend  on  three  days  (to  be  named  by 
the  Board)  at  least  in  each  week,  and  on  every  day  at 
such  Asylums  in  which  the  number  of  patients  shall 
exceed  250.  The  general  hour  for  such  visits  not 
to  be  later  than  two  o’clock.  He  shall  also  visit  on 
particular  occasions,  when  called  on  by  the  Manager, 
and  shall  prescribe  for  all  patients  and  servants  who 
may  require  medical  aid,  anil  for  the  Besident  Officers 
who  may  request  medical  assistance. 

43.  He  shall  attend  daily  on  cases  of  fever  and  on 
any  other  cases  of  an  urgent  nature. 

44.  He  is  authorized  to  order  suoh  diet  as  he  may 
think  necessary  for  any  particular  case,  having,  how- 
ever, due  regard  for  economy  in  each  article. 

45.  The  Physician  is  to  direct  the  course  of  moral 
and  medical  treatment  of  the  patients,  and  constant  re- 
gard is  to  be  had  to  the  means  of  amusement  and  em- 
ployment afforded  to  them. 

46.  The  Physician  is  on  every  days  attendance  to 
visit  in  the  house,  although  lie  may  be  informed  that 
there  is  no  case  requiring  Ids  attention,  and  to  enter  on 
each  day  in  the  Morning  Statement  Book  the  hour  aud 
duration  of  his  attendance. 


47.  He  should  always  visit  every  patient  under  res-  Ordersin 
traint,  aud,  when  he  deems  it  safe,  require  such  patients  Cocxcil. 
to  be  temporarily  relieved  from  restraint,  and  examine  General 
them  so  as  to  ascertain  that  they  are  not  cramped  or  Aides  for  the 
injured ; and  he  should  frequently  go  round  the  Asylum  Government 
so  as  to  see  the  state  and  condition  of  every  inmate.  "lunatic 

48.  He  is  to  keep  a Case  Book  at,  and  which  is  to  Asylum  in 
belong  to,  the  Asylum,  iu  which  shall  be  entered  the  L'e,aml 
character  of  every  important  case,  with  such  remarks 

from  time  to  time  as  will  exhibit  the  course  of  practice 
pursued,  ami  the  effect  of  it. 

49.  Every  Physician  holding  or  accepting  of  an  ap- 
pointment, is  requested  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  object 
of  the  Government  is  not  simply  to  have  the  bodily 
ailments  of  the  patients  attended  to,  but  to  assist  their 
recovery  by  moral  or  medical  means,  and  to  advance 
medical  science  in  cases  of  lunacy  through  the  great 
range  of  experience  which  the  public  Asylums  afford. 

50.  He  is,  when  requiring  leave  of  absence  for  a 
period  beyond  one  fortnight,  to  make  application  to  the 
Board,  and  provide  a qualified  substitute  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  Board;  should  he  be  unavoidably  absent  on 
other  occasions,  he  is  to  take  care  that  his  duties  arc 
performed  by  a properly  qualified  practitioner. 

51.  He  is  to  attend  on  Board  days  to  afford  such 
advice  and  assistance  to  the  Governors  as  they  may 
require,  and  is  to  report  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  such  cases  as  he  may  be  of  opinion  should  be 
discharged,  and  is  to  direct  tiie  attention  of  the  Board 
to  any  particulars  in  his  own  department  which  he  may 
think  necessary,  his  report  book  being  regularly  laid 
before  each  meeting. 

52.  The  Physician  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  visit  the 
institution  whenever  he  thinks  proper,  and  his  addi- 
tional and  irregular  visits  should  be  encouraged  but  not 
exacted. 

Dut  ies  of  Apothecary. 

53.  He  is  to  visit  daily  at  the  Asylum,  and  enter  his 
name  on  each  visit ; he  is  to  compound  all  medicines 
and  deliver  them  to  the  nurses  and  keepers,  and  as  far 
as  possible  see  that  they  are  duly  and  carefully  adminis- 
tered. 

54.  The  Apothecary’s  shop  in  the  Asylum  to  be  kept 
properly  supplied  with  drugs,  and  to  be  always  well 
arranged  aud  perfectly  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  the 
key  to  be  left  during  the  absence  of  the  Apothecary  in 
the  care  of  the  Manager,  who  shall  not  allow  any  other 
person  than  the  Medical  Attendants  and  the  Governors 
to  have  access  thereto. 

55.  The  Apothecary  never  to  attend  later  than  two 
o’clock  in  the  day  unless  required ; and  all  medicines 
to  be  compounded  at  the  Asylum  and  not  elsewhere, 
without  an  actual  necessity,  or  a special  order  from  the 
Physician. 

56.  He  shall  bo  accountable  for  all  medicines  and 
instruments  placed  iu  his  charge. 

57.  He  is  twice  in  each  year  to  furnish  a return  to 
the  Manager  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  all  medicines 
under  his  charge,  and  when  any  articles  are  required  ho 
is  to  leave  a list  with  the  Manager  for  the  signature  of 
the  Physician  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

Duties  of  Clerk  and  Store-keeper. 

58.  He  is,  under  the  control  of  the  Board  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Manager,  to  have  charge  of  the  stores  of  the 
institution,  and  to  receive  the  same  and  be  accountable 
for  the  quantity  and  quality,  so  as  to  show  the  issues  of 
every  sort,  ordinary  as  well  as  extras,  and  to  check  the 
issues  and  consumption  with  each  other. 

59.  He  is  to  attend  at  such  hours  as  the  Board  shall 
direct  for  the  issue  of  stores,  of  which  he  is  to  keep 
accurate  entries ; and  the  hours  are  to  be  so  fixed  that 
ample  time  may  be  allowed  for  the  cooking  and  pre- 
paration of  the  various  meals. 

60.  He  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  see  that  no  misappli- 
cation of  food  or  other  articles  occurs  after  having  been 
issued  from  the  stores,  and  is  from  time  to  time  to 
observe  the  patients  at  their  meals,  and  judge  whether 
thev  have  received  their  regular  allowances. 
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Orders™  61.  He  is  to  attend  in  the  office  as  may  be  directed 
Council,  by  the  Board,  and  assist  iu  making  out  the  accounts 
■ . and  copying  such  documents  as  may  be  necessary. 

Itotefirthe  62.  He  is  to  reside  at  the  Asylum,  unless  the.  Board 
Government  shall  otherwise  permit,  in  which  case  they  shall  enter 
xS/fc  in  the  minute  book  the  permission,  and  the  grounds 
Asylums  in  particularly  upon  which  it  is  granted  ; and  if  by  reason 
Ireland.  0[  such  permission  the  inmates  or  the  interests  of  the 
Asylum  shall  suffer,  the  permission  shall  be  revoked. 

63.  He  is  to  keep  an  account  of  the  clothing,  exhibit- 
ing in  a clear  manner  the  quantities  from  time  to  time 
received,  the  articles  delivered  out,  together  with  the 
divisions  in  which  such  articles  have  been  supplied,  and 
ou  no  account  to  issue  any  articles  from  stoic  in  lieu  of 
any  other  article  of  the  same  kind  unless  the  old  one  or 
the  remnant  thereof  be  returned  in  exchange  or  satis- 
factorily accounted  for. 

64.  He  is  to  keep  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  issues 
of  coals,  candles,  soap,  &c.,  &c.,  also  an  inventory  of  the 
furniture,  beds,  bedding,  house  linen,  drc.,  &c. 

65.  He  is,  next  to  the  Manager,  to  exercise  a super- 
intendence over  the  keepers,  nurses,  ami  servants,  who 
are  to  look  up  to  him  as  a superior,  he  is  to  report  to 
the  Manager  any  breach  of  discipline  which  lie  may 
observe,  and  is  to  consider  himself  an  officer  of  trust 
who  is  expected  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion by  all  means  in  his  power. 

Servants. 

66.  As  the  Manager  is  responsible  for  the  character, 
conduct,  and  qualifications  of  all  the  servants  of  the 
Asylum,  ho  is  to  have  the  appointment  of  them,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

67.  The  servants  of  the  Asylum  are  at  all  times  to 
conduct  themselves  with  regularity  aad  decorum,  and 
observe  in  their  persons  neatness  and  strict  cleanliness. 

GS.  They  are  never  to  use  any  harsh  or  intemperate 
language  to  patients,  hut  should,  by  steadiness,  kind- 
ness, and  gentleness,  contribute  to  that  system  of  moral 
government  upon  which  the  value  of  the  Asylum  de- 
pends. 

69.  They  arc  on  no  account  to  receive  any  perquisites, 
either  in  money  or  value,  from  patients  or  from  the 
friends  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Asylum  ; any  infrac- 
tion of  this  rule  is  to  be  followed  by  immediate  dismissal. 

Gardener. 

70.  He  is  to  attend  at  thehours  named  by  theManager 
to  receive  the  different  classes  for  their  respective  labours 
in  the  public  ground. 

71.  He  is  to  be  accountable  for  all  patients  while  so 
employed,  and  report  auy  case  that  may  be  unfit  for 
continuance  at  work ; he  is  also  to  bo  answerable  l'or  all 
articles  of  b usbandry  under  his  charge.  But  at  all  times 
a keeper  shall  atteud  to  watch  over  the  patients  at  work, 
although  not  to  interfere  in  the  direction  of  tbeir  labours. 
But  when  the  Manager  i3  of  opinion  that  the  gardener 
is  competent  to  take  care  of  one  or  more  patients  put 
into  the  garden,  the  presence  of  a keeper  may  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

72.  He  is  to  use  all  diligence  in  cultivating  the  ground, 
so  as  to  afford  the  greatest  variety  of  employment,  and 
the  most  profitable  produce. 

73.  He  is  punctually  to  obey  all  orders  he  may  receive 
from  the  Manager,  and  in  no  case  absent  himself  without 
leave. 

Gate-keeper. 

74.  He  is  to  be  responsible  that  the  gate-house  and 
the  ground  adjoining  are  at  all  times  kept  in  a state  of 
perfect  neatness. 

75.  He  is  not  to  keep  pigs,  poultry,  or  any  other 
thing  calculated  to  create  a nuisance  at  the  lodge. 

76.  He  is  not  to  admit  any  applicant  or  claimant  within 
the  gate  without  a written  order  from  the  Manager, 
which  the  latter  is  to  take  care  in  all  proper  cases  to 
supply  in  due  time. 

77.  He  is  not  to  permit  any  servant  on  the  establish- 
ment to  go  out  without  a written  pass  signed  by  the 
Manager,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Matron,  he  is  to 


enter  these  passes  in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  be  Orders!* 
on  the  following  day  compared  by  the  hall  porter  with  CocNcn. 
his  own  list.  

7S.  lie  is  on  no  account  to  allow  (without  the  written 
authority  of  the  Manager  or  Matron),  any  liquors  to  be  «orf nment 
introduced  by  the  servants;  and  no  visitor  is  to  be  XuHatf* 
allowed  to  give  anything  of  any  sort  to  a patient  without  Asyiums'in 
the  permission  of  the  Manager  or  Matron.  He  is  also  behind. 
to  report  any  servant  whom  lie  may  observe  intoxicated, 
or  attempting  to  introduce  liquors  within  the  gate. 

79.  He  is  to  obey  all  orders  given  to  him  by  the 
Manager. 

Hall  Porter. 

50.  He  is  to  be  in  attendance  in  the  hall  (unless  spe- 
cially employed  in  other  duties)  each  day  between  ten 
o’clock,  a.m.,  and  five  o’clock,  p.m.  ; in  ease  of  absence 
his  place  is  to  be  supplied  by  the  housemaid  or  some 
other  public  servant. 

51.  He  is  to  keep  a book  iu  which  the  names  of  all 
persons  going  out  ou  passes  arc  to  be  entered,  with  the 
precise  time  of  their  departure  and  return. 

53.  He  is  to  light  the  house  and  passage  lamps  at  the 
hours  appointed,  to  keep  the  hall  and  yards  clean;  and 
lie  is  uot  to  permit  any  article  to  be  removed  from  the 
establishment  without  the  permission  of  the  Manager. 

83.  He  is  to  lock  the  passage  and  hall-doors  at  the 
appointed  hours,  and  deliver  up  the  keys  to  the 
Manager. 

54.  He  is  to  be  particular  in  obeying  all  directions 
which  he  may  receive  from  the  Manager. 

Keepers. 

85.  They  are  to  remain  constantly  in  charge  of  their 
respective  patients,  and  by  no  means  to  absent  them- 
selves unless  permitted  to  go  out  by  a written  pass 
signed  by  the  Manager,  and  shall  take  care  that  each 
patient  in  their  charge  shall  he  under  constant  obser- 
vation. 

SO.  They  are  strictly  to  observe  all  rules  that  stall 
he  made  by  the  Board  for  the  regulation  of  their  duties. 

87.  They  are  on  ring  of  bell  in  the  morning  to  take 
up  the  male  patients,  to  clean,  dress,  and  remove  them 
to  their  day-rooms;  should  any  patient  appear  to  need 
restraint,  the  Keeper  is  not  to  apply  any  instrument 
of  restraint,  but  to  remove  the  patient  in  a calm  and 
steady  manner  to  his  sleeping  room,  and  immediately 
report  the  same  to  the  Manager. 

S8.  They  are  to  shave  their  respective  patients  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  each  week,  and  keep  their 
hair  constantly  cut;  they  are  also  to  be  particular  in 
reporting  to  the  Manager  every  morning  any  change 
that  may  have  taken  place  in  any  of  the  patients  during 
the  night,  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  the  Morning 
Statement  Book  for  consideration. 

89.  They  are  to  keep  their  own  presses  and  private 
rooms  in  a state  of  exact  regularity  and  cleanliness,  and 
attend  to  all  orders  issued  to  them  by  the  Manager. 

90.  They  are,  in  their  communications  with  the 
Physician,  to  state  to  him  all  the  circumstances  relat- 
ing to  each  patient  within  their  knowledge,  and  they 
are  strictly  to  obey  his  orders  relative  to  the  patients, 
and  conduct  themselves  towards  him  with  the  utmost 
respect. 

Nurses. 

91.  The  Nurses  on  the  male  side  are  to  take  care 
that  the  day  rooms  are  perfectly  clean,  and  ready  to 
receive  the  patients  iu  the  morning. 

92.  As  soon  as  the  patients  are  removed  to  the  day- 

rooms  they  are  to  have  the  sleeping-rooms,  galleries, 
and  corridors  perfectly  clean  and  well  ventilated,  beds 
folded,  &c.,  & c.,  before  ten  o’clock,  a.m.,  in  summer,  and 
eleven  o’clock,  a.m.,  in  winter;  and  the  beds  are  not  to 
be  made  before  four  o’clock,  p.m.  . . , 

93.  They  are  to  attend  the  kitchen  at  the  ringing  ol 
the  Cook’s  bell,  to  receive  the  provisions,  and  make  a 
fair  and  equal  distribution  of  them  to  their  respective 
patients,  according  to  the  regulated  proportions. 
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Orders  in  94.  They  arc  to  perform  the  same  duties  in  reference 
Council,  to  the  Physician  as  arc  directed  for  the  Keepers. 

Omcrai  95.  They  are  to  be  responsible  to  the  Matron  for  the 
Buies f»r  tlw.  cleanliness  and  care  of  bedding,  linen,  &c.,  &c.,  in  their 
Government  respective  divisions,  to  keep  them  in  perfect  order,  and, 
"iMMtic  when  repairs  are  wanted,  to  report  the  same  to  the 
Asylums  in  Matron. 

Ireland  yg  'j’),0y  are  to  deliver  out  their  foul  linen  to  the 
Laundress  on  the  appointed  days,  with  a docket  speci- 
fying the  description  and  number  of  articles,  and  are 
to  compare  the  docket  with  the  clean  linen  when  re- 
turned, and  arc  to  report  any  neglect,  on  the  part  of  the 
Laundress,  in  not  returning  them  all,  or  not  in  proper- 
order. 

97.  The  Nurses  on  the  female  side  are  to  perform  the 
like  several  duties,  in  addition  to  the  regulating  of  their 
patients,  in  a manner  similar  to  that  prescribed  under 
the  head  “ Keepers.” 

98.  Every  Nurse  is  to  have  her  ward  book  properly 
marked  oil’  previously  to  each  pay  day. 

Assistant  Nurses. 

99.  They  are  to  lm  considered  as  appointed  to  carry 
into  effect  the  regulations  which  arc  laid  down  for 
Nurses;  they  are  to  clean  the  galleries,  corridors,  sleep- 
ing-rooms of  their  respective  divisions,  and  have  them 
ready  for  inspection  at  the  appointed  hours.  Then- 
promotion  to  the  place  of  Nurses  is  to  depend  on  the 
manner  in  which  their  duties  are  performed,  and  then- 
conduct  is  accordingly  to  bo  reported  iu  the  Daily 
Statement  Book. 

Cook  and  Laundress. 

100.  The  Cook  and  Laundress  are  to  observe  such 
rules  as  may  bo  laid  down  for  their  guidance  by  the 
.Board,  and  are  to  obey  all  orders  of  the  Malinger  and 
Matron. 

The  Cook. 

101.  The  (look  is  to  attend  at  the  store  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  to  receive  the  provisions,  and  to  take  care 
that  they  aro  cooked  in  a proper  manner,  ready  for 
distribution  at  the  appointed  times,  and  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  regulations  that  may  be  established 
with  respect  to  this  department. 

102.  She  is  to  see  that  the  kitchen  and  kitchen  uten- 
sils are  at  all  times  perfectly  clean,  and  that  no  servant 
or  patient  bo  permitted  to  loiter  iu  the  kitchen. 

103.  Slio  is  to  take  cave  that  a sufficiency  of  hot  water 
is  reaily,  at  all  proper  hours,  to  enable  tho  Nurses  to 
clean  up  tho  wards,  corridors,  «fcc.,  and  to  supply  any 
urgent  demand. 

Laundress. 

104.  She  is  to  receive  all  foul  clothes,  bedding,  and 
house  linen,  belonging  to  the  inmates  of  tho  Asylum,  on 
the  appointed  days,  for  tho  purpose  of  being  carefully 
washed  and  made  up. 

105.  She  is  to  deliver  out  tho  same,  according  to  the 
entries  on  tho  Laundry  Book,  before  twelve  o’clock  at 
noon  on  Friday  in  each  week,  in  order  that  the  large 
boiler  may  bo  made  available  for  the  use  of  the  bath- 
room on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

106.  She  is  to  bo  particular  in  delivering  up  to  the 
respective  Nurses  such  female  patients  as  may  have 
been  engaged  in  the  laundry  whenever  it  is  closed  for 
meals  or  at  other  times. 

The  form  of  the  Morning  Statement  Book  to  be  modi- 
fied according  to  the  foregoing  Rules. 


Further  No.  17. — FURTHER  GENERAL  RULES  for  DISTRICT 
Ruleajbr  ASYLUMS. 

District  By  tire  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Asylums.  J 

De  Grey. 

Whereas  by  our  Order  made  on  the  27  th  day  of  March, 
1843,  we  did  make,  frame,  and  establish  certain  general 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  good  conduct  and  manage- 
ment of  the  several  District  Lunatio  Asylums  in  Ireland. 
And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  certain  of  the  -said 
rules  should  be  altered  in  some  respects. 


Now  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Orderse* 
Ireland,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by  the  Council. 
statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  do  order  and  Further 
direct,  that  the  first  of  said  general  rules,  respecting  the  General 
meetings  of  governors,  shall  be  anu idled,  and  that,  in 
place  thereof,  the  following  rule  shall  he  substituted  and  Asylum. 
established : — 

“ Two  General  Meetings  of  the  Governors,  five  to  con- 
stilutc  a ijuorum,  to  be  held  at  the  Asylum  in  every 
year — the  first,  on  the  second  Wednesday  iu  February; 
the  second,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  July,  or  on 
such  other  fixed  days  as  the  Board  may  decide  upon  as 
more  convenient  for  the  intended  purpose.  A general 
statemeut  of  the  establishment,  its  expenditure,  &c., 
shall  be  submitted  by  the  manager  to  the  meeting,  so 
as  to  be  revised  and  authenticated  thereat;  and  an 
abstract  of  the  account,  with  such  remarks  as  the 
manager  may  deem  necessary,  and  the  Board  shall 
approve  of,  shall  he  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  copies  printed  for  circulation ; 
twenty  four  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Jury  for  each  County  within  the  District,  to  bo 
distributed  to  the  Jury  at  the  ensuing  Assizes,  and 
two  to  he  forwarded  to  each  Governor. ” 

And  we  further  order,  that  the  fourth  regulation  under 
the  head  of  the  sixteenth  general  rule,  relating  to  the 
duties  of  the  Manager,  shall  be  annulled,  and  that,  in 
place  thereof,  tho  following  regulation  be  made  and 
substituted : — 

“ The  Morning  Statement  Book,  containing  a return  of 
the  number  of  patients,  divided  according  to  their  sexes; 
the  names  of  those  admitted  and  discharged,  specifying 
whether  cured,  relieved,  or  harmless  and  incurable ; the 
names  of  those  who  have  died  ; the  number  employed; 
the  names  of  those  under  restraint  or  seclusion,  and  the 
causes  thereof ; the  number  under  medical  treatment, 
tlic  visit  and  hour  of  visit  of  the  respective  medical 
officers,  which  latter  is  to  he  duly  filled  and  signed  by 
them.  This  daily  return  to  be  countersigned  by  the 
manager,  who  shall  be  held  responsible  for  its  accuracy. 

The  causes  of  restraint  to  he  entered  by  the  Manager  on 
the  days  when  the  Physician  attends,  in  his  presence.” 

And  we  further  order,  that  the  twenty-niuth  of  said 
general  rules  shall  be  annulled,  and  that  tho  following 
rule  shall  be  established  aud  substituted  iu  place 
thereof : — 

**  Ho  is  from  time  to  time  to  report  to  the  Physieian, 
such  cases  as  appear  to  require  particular  attention  or 
treatment,  and  cause  to  be  carefully  observed  such 
directions  as  may  be  given  by  the  Physician;  and  shall, 
whenever  requested  by  the  Physician,  accompany  him 
in  his  visits  round  the  house.” 

And  we  further  order  and  direct,  that  the  forty-fifth  of 
said  general  rules,  respecting  the  duties  of  the  Physician, 
shall  be  annulled;  and  that,  in  place  thereof,  tho  follow- 
ing rule  shall  be  established  and  substituted : — 

“The  Physician  is  to  direct,  either  orally  or  in  writing, 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  the  course  of  moral  and  medical 
treatment  of  the  patients ; and  constant  regard  is  to  be 
had  to  the  means  of  amusement  and  employment 
afforded  to  them.” 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  13th 
day  of  April,  1844. 

Edward  B.  Sdgden,  C.  Thomas  Lerroy. 

Edward  Meath.  R.  Keatinoe. 

F.  Blaokburne.  Fred.  Shaw. 


No.  18. — Further  General  Rule  for  District  Further 

. General 

Asylums.  ituhfoi- 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland.  Asylums 

BESSBOnOUGH. 

Whereas  by  our  Order  made  on  the  27  th  day  of 
March,  1843,  we  did  make,  frame,  aud  establish  certain 
general  rules  and  regulations  for  the  good  conduct  and 
management  of  the  several  District  Lunatic  Asylnms  in 
Ireland : 

3 Y 2 
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Orders ix  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  following  rule 
Council,  should  be  made  in  addition  thereto : 

Further  Now  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenauc  and  Privy  Council  of 
General  Ireland,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by  the 
Rule-fir  statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  do  order  and 
MyUims.  direct  that  copies  of  the  monthly,  half  yearly,  and  other 
periodical  reports  of  proceedings  by  the  several  Boards 
of  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums,  be  regularly 
furnished  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  at  their 
office  in  Dublin. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  15th 
day  of  February,  1847. 

Mazirre  Brady,  C.  R.  Iveatinge. 

Edward  Meath.  Richard  Moore. 


Further 
General 
Rules  fir 


No.  19. — Further  General  Rules  for  District 
Asylums 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

St.  Germans. 


Whereas,  by  au  Order  of  this  Board,  of  the  27th 
of  March,  1843,  certain  General  Rules  were  made, 
framed,  and  established,  for  the  good  conduct  aud  ma- 
nagement of  the  several  District  Lunatic  Asylums  in 
Ireland.  And  whereas,  by  another  order  of  this  Board, 
bearing  date  the  13th  of  April,  1844,  certain  alterations 
in  the  said  rules  and  regulations  were  made. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  certain  further 
rules  should  be  added  thereunto. 

Now  We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of 
Ireland,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by  the 
Statutes  in  that  case  made  and  provided  do  order  and 
direct  that  the  following  further  Rules  shall  he  added 
unto,  and  form  a part  of,  the  said  rules  and  regulations, 
made,  framed,  and  established  as  aforesaid. 

1.  That  the  respective  Boards  of  Governors,  the 
Managers,  and  Matrons  of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums 
in  Ireland,  do  afford  every  facility  to  the  admission  of 
the  several  chaplains  appointed  thereto,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  officiate  according  to  their  respective 
creeds,  and  to  afford  religious  instruction  aud  consola- 
tion to  all  patients,  except  such  as  shall  be  declared  by 
the  Physician  to  be  unfit  and  incapable  of  understand- 
ing the  nature  of  the  service,  and  of  appreciating  the 
effects  of  religion. 

2.  That  the  chaplains  shall  attend  on  Sundays,  ns 
well  as  on  other  days  appointed  by  the  ordinances  of 
their  respective  churches,  for  religious  service,  which 
shall  be  performed  at  such  hours  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
as  most  convenient  to  the  clergyman  of  each  church ; 
aud  they  shall  in  cases  of  illuess  visit  at  any  time  when 
noticed  to  do  so. 

3.  That  controversial  subjects  shall  be  scrupulously 
avoided,  both  in  public  service  and  in  private  visitations. 

4.  That  each  patient  shall,  during  his  sojourn  in  the 
Asylum,  be  visited  solely  by  the  clergyman  of  the 
religion  to  which  he  belonged  on  his  admission,  and 
under  the  denomination  of  wliich  he  is  registered. 

5.  That  each  chaplain  do  keep  a separate  monthly 
book,  in  which  he  shall  state  the  duties  performed  ; the 
number  of  visits  to  each  patient ; the  number  of  patients 
and  sen-ants  attending  Divine  Service  ; and  the  gene- 
ral results  of  his  religious  ministrations ; with  such 
other  observations  as  he  may  think  proper  to  make : 
and  that  ho  submit  the  same,  when  required,  to  the 
Inspectors,  the  Governors,  Manager,  and  Physician  of 
the  Asylum. 

6.  And  we  do  hereby  further  order  and  direct  that 
the  Thirteenth  General  Rule,  made  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Privy  Council,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1843, 
be  annulled  as  regards  the  patients  of  the  religious 
denominations  of  the  respective  chaplains;  but  that 
the  said  rale  shall  be  in  force  as  to  all  other  patients. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  14th 
day  of  October,  1853. 

Mazierb  Brady,  (7.  James  Henry  Monahan. 

RroHABD  W.  Grebnb.  L.  Perrin. 

John  Yotjng. 


No.  20. — Copy  Order,  making,  framing,  and  Ordep.sk 
establishing  annexed  Rules  and  Regulations  Council. 
for  the  Good  Conduct  and  Management  of  the 
Central  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum.  Riv.iatha 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland.  Cumiuct,^.. 

Clarendon.  antnj 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  Affix. 
intituled  “ An  Act  for  the  Establishment  of  a Central 
Asylum  for  Insane  Persons  charged  with  Offences  in 
Ireland  ; aud  to  amend  the  Act  relating  to  the  Preven- 
tion of  Offences  by  Insane  Persons,  and  the  Acts  respect- 
ing Asylums  for  the  Insane  Poor  in  Ireland,  and  for 
appropriating  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  the  city  of  Cork 
to  the  purposes  of  a District  Asylum,”  it  is  amongst 
other  things  enacted  that  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or 
Governors  of  Ireland,  bv  anil  with  the  advice  of  Ilcr 
Majesty’s  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  from  time  to  time, 
to  make,  frame,  and  establish  any  rules  and  regulations 
which  may  be  necessary  or  proper  for  the  good  conduct 
and  management  of  the  said  Central  Asylum,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  revoke,  alter,  or  make  new  such  rules 
and  regulations. 

We,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice 
aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  unto  us  by 
the  above  in  part  recited  Act,  do  hereby  make,  frame 
and  establish  the  annexed  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
good  conduct  and  management  of  the  said  Central  Asy- 
lum, and  direct  that  the  same  shall  he  observed  therein. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Dublin,  the  22nd 
day  of  August,  1SS0. 

Mazierb  Brady,  C.  Wm.  M.  Somerville. 

John  Richards.  J.  II.  Moxahan. 

It.  Keatinoe. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Larcom  to  the  Secretary  letter  from 
of  the  Commission  in  reference  to  fixing  the  ColLaKa,n- 
Maximum  Number  of  Lunatics  admissible  into 
District  Asylums. 

Dublin  Castle,  5th  March,  1S58. 

Sir, — Referring  to  your  letters  of  the  Ctli  of  Novem- 
ber last,  relative  to  the  maximum  number  of  lunatics 
admissible  into  District  Lunatic  Asylums,  I am  directed 
to  acquaint  yon  that  no  order  lias  ever  been  made  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  under  the  18th  section  8 & 9 Viet, 
c.  107,  fixing  the  maximum  number  of  lunatics  admis- 
sible into  the  several  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  The 
Orders  in  Council  for  the  erection  of  New  Asylums,  spe- 
cify the  number  which  each  is  to  bo  capable  of  contain- 
ing ; but  tlie  number  so  specified  has  not  been  consi- 
dered as  a maximum  for  the  admissions,  and  it  appears 
from  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
that  the  number  for  whom  accommodation  is  actually 
provided  is  in  some  instances  less,  and  in  others  greater, 
than  the  number  mentioned  in  the  order  in  Council. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  A.  Larcom. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq., 

Lunatic  Asylums  Commission,  Ely-place. 


List  of  Officers  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieu-  °^ll>y 
tenant  to  District  Lunatic  Asylums.*  “tkeLmi 

1.  Resident  Physician,  and  Manager. 

(Of  late  years  the  two  offices  are  combined  in  one 
individual  by  the  appointment  of  a medical  man.) 

2.  Visiting  Physician. 

3.  Surgeon.  (Only  in  Richmond.) 

4.  Apothecary. 

5.  Matron. 

6.  Chaplains. 

7.  Clerk  and  Store-keeper. 

The  other  officers  and  servants  are  directed  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Manager,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board. 

* See  Evidence  of  H.  M.  Cruise,  Esq.,  p.  11,  196. 
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Paper  furnished  to  the  Commissioners 
Correspondence  of 

Instructions  fox*  tlie  Guidance  of  Architects, 
s*  when  furnishing  Designs  for  Lunatic  Asylums. 
c.  The  building  to  be  erected  at  is  intended 

to  contain  patients,  with  the  requisite  accom- 

"3  mndation  for  officers  and  attendants.  The  Architect 
a will  bear  in  mind,  that  he  is  designing  an  Hospital  and 
not  a Prison,  talcing  care,  while  he  provides  a building 
* capable  of  affording  tho  necessary  classification  and 
security  for  patients  labouring  under  the  excitement 
attendant  on  mental  disease,  that  the  appearance  of 
restraint  and  confinement  may  be  as  much  as  possible 
avoided.  The  enclosure  walls  need  not  be  more  than 
six  feet  six  inches  high.  The  airing-yard  walls  may 
be  made  live  feet  six  inches  in  height,  or  iron  railings 
may  be  provided,  except  where  yards  are  used  for 
refractory  patients.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  provide 
iron  bars  for  any  windows. 

Tho  main  front  of  the  building  and  day-rooms  to 
have,  if  possible,  an  aspect  about  south-east  to  south- 
west ; and  in  arranging  tho  geueral  plan,  it  is  desirable 
to  avoid  having  the  yards  at  the  rere  much  enclosed  by 
projecting  buildings. 

The  style  of  architecture  best  suited  to  the  general 
quality  of  the  building  materials  in  this  country,  and 
admitting  also  of  additions  being  easily  made  to  the 
Asylums  hereafter,  is  the  “Gothic” — the  main  walls 
being  of  uncoursed  rubble  masonry,  with  cut-stone 
quoins  and  dressings.  It  is  open,  however,  to  the 
Architect  to  submit  his  views  to  the  Commissioners 
respecting  any  other  style  that  lie  may  consider  more 
suitable.  Whatever  style  may  be  adopted,  no  external 
coating  of  stucco  or  other  composition  will  bo  allowed. 

The  whole  of  the  corridors,  day-rooms,  and  sleeping 
rooms,  to  ho  lined  with  bricks,  but  not  plastered. 
There  should  lie  a sound  flooring  between  the  ground 
and  first  floors;  but  this  may  bo  dispensed  with  between 
tho  first  and  second  floors.  Tho  day-rooms  and  corri- 
dors to  be  provided  with  open  (ire-places. 

The  number  of  single  rooms  to  bo  provided  need  not 
exceed  onc-thiril  of  the  whole  number  of  patients;  they 
may  bo  made  seven  by  nine  and  twelve  feet  high. 

The  dormitories  may  be  constructed  to  contain  from 
three  to  twelve  beds  each,  according  as  the  architectural 
arrangements  will  admit ; at  the  same  time,  if  dormi- 
tories for  three  patients  can  bo  avoided,  so  much  the 
better.  Although  the  maximum  is  fixed  at  twelve,  in 
some  well  managed  Asylums  in  this  country,  a greater 
number  of  patients  sleep  in  the  same  dormitory  without 
inconvenience  to  the  regulations  of  the  establishments ; 
so  that  if  circumstances  rendered  it  very  desirable,  one 
or  two  rooms  might  be  provided  for  as  many  as  fifteen 
patients.  In  all  cases  there  should  be  a space  of  at 
least  two  feet  between  the  patients’  beds. 

There  should  be  day-rooms  provided  in  each  ward, 
their  size  depending  on  the  number  of  patients.  It  has 
been  found  an  economical  arrangement  in  some  of  the 
English  Asylums,  to  make  a portion  of  the  corridor 
serve  as  a day-room,  by  adding  a projection  well  lighted. 
The  comfort  of  this  arrangement  might  he  increased  by 
having  folding  doors  sliding  into  the  projecting  walls,  so 
as  in  winter  to  enclose  a portion  of  the  corridor  in  which 
an  open  fire-place,  in  that  portion  of  the  corridor,  should 
be  provided. 

It  will  be  desirable  to  have  the  wards  so  arranged 
with  respect  to  each  other,  and  to  the  means  of  com- 
munication, that  the  medical  officer  and  others  on 
inspection,  may  not  have  to  retrace  their  steps. 

In  making  the  design,  there  should  be  a division  of  the 
Asylum  into  three  distinct  classes  for  each  sex,  and  a 
complete  separation  of  sexes.  The  worst  class  of  patients 
such  as  refractory  and  epileptic,  generally  occupying  the 
ground  floor — the  greatest  proportion  of  single  rooms  will 
be  required  for  this  class.  There  may,  however,  be  one  or 
two  dormitories  for  small  numbers  provided,  with  rooms 
foratteudantsintheproportionofoneto  every  ten  patients. 

On  the  first  floor  of  tho  building,  the  proportion  of 
single  rooms  may  be  diminished,  and  the  dormitories 
made  to  hold  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  patients  each, 
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with  rooms  for  attendants,  say  one  to  every  fourteen  « THE 
patients.  ’ °°»™- 

On  the  upper  floor  of  the  building,  where  the  patients  for  Cox- 
are  quiet  and  harmless,  very  few  single  rooms  will  be  trol.  &c. 
required,  and  those  only,  to  he  used  in  case  of  patients 
becoming  troublesome  during  the  night.  The  attend-  "jbrthc 
ants  on  this  class  will  be  one  to  every  sixteen  patients.  Guidance 

In  each  separate  ward,  a warm  bath,  a water  closet,  jj-c/ilfetfs 
and  a washing  room  must  be  provided.  When  the  ar- 
rangement will  not  admit  of  a small  store-room  being 
provided,  a large  press  for  clothes  in  the  corridor  will 
suffice  for  each  ward. 

In  plann ing  the  atten dant’s  rooms,  it  is  desirable  tohave 
them  near  the  dormitories,  and  if  immediately  adjoining, 
there  may  he  an  opening  between  for  inspection  purposes. 

The  corridors  need  not  exceed  ten  feet  in  width,  and 
the  windows  in  them  should  he  large,  to  open  at  the  top. 

The  windows9  of  the  building  generally  will  be  large, 
and  all,  or  nearly  all  the  sashes  to  he  of  metal,  the 
windows  may  be  set  as  low  as  three  feet  six  inches 
from  the  floor.  The  doors  lo  the  single  rooms  for 
patients,  should  be  made  Lo  open  outwards. 

The  kitchen  to  be  large  and  well  ventilated,  detached 
from  the  main  building,  and  approached  under  cover — 
the  laundry,  wash-honse,  and  drying-room,  all  to  be  of 
large  dimensions,  so  as  to  allow  of  an  increased  number 
of  patients  being  admitted  to  the  Asylum,  without 
having  to  alter  these  offices. 

Two  or  three  work-rooms  (for  trades)  will  be  required, 
in  or  adjoining  the  building  on  the  male  side.  The 
laundry  will  bo  approached  from  the  female  side, 
without  passing  by  the  entrance  to  the  kitchen. 

An  engine  room  must  be  provided  at  the  rare  of  the 
kitchen,  the  boiler  of  which  will  supply  the  laundry 
ami  kitchen  with  hot  water  and  steam  for  cooking. 

Sleeping  rooms  for  a cook  and  laundress,  and  two 
rooms  for  steward  or  clerk  will  be  required,  as  well  as 
stores  for  meat  and  bread.  A bakery  and  dairy  should 
also  bo  near  tho  other  stores.  A large  store-room  for 
the  matron  must  be  provided. 

The  residences!  to  be  provided  will  be  for  a medical 
officer  in  charge,  a principal  attendant,  and  a matron. 

There  should  also  be  an  office  for  a clerk,  a board-room, 
surgery,  and  ball-porter’s  room.  Two  rooms,  one  on 
each  side  of  entrance-building,  to  be  provided  for  the 
reception  of  male  and  female  patients  on  first  arriving, 
and  for  friends  of  patients,  when  visiting  them. 

Airing  yards  will  bo  adjoining  the  buildings — say 
two  on  each  side,  with  separate  approaches  thereto. 

The  tranquil  patients  can  have  access  to  the  pleasure- 
grounds  for  exercise. 

The  staircases  leading  to  the  two  upper  floors  should 
be  walled  up  to  the  top,  and  not  left  with  open  rails. 

Partition  walls,  fire-proof,  with  iron  doors  to  cat  off 
communication, should  beerected  at  convenient  intervals. 

An  infirmary  for  each  sex,  detached  from  the  main 
buildings,  to  accommodate,  say  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
number  of  patients  in  Asylum,  with  baths  and  water- 
closets,  kitchen,  and  attendant’s  rooms,  to  be  provided  ; 
also,  a chapel,  with  sittings  for  half  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  the  Asylum,  will  be  required : and  it  is  also 
desirable  to  have  a large  room,  that  can  be  nsed  both  as 
a school  and  music-room.  These  may  be  arranged  as 
detached  buildings,  or  as  forming  part  of  the  main 
building.  Stables  and  farm-offices  not  to  be  placed 
close  to  the  main  building.  A lodge  at  tlie  principal 
entrance  to  be  provided  for  a gate-keeper. 

In  preparing  plans,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  the 
architect  to  provide  for  heating  and  ventilating  the 
main  buildings. 

The  architect  will  be  required  to  furnish  two  complete 
sets  of  copies  of  the  contract  plans — one  for  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works,  and  the  second  for  the  use 
of  the  clerk  of  the  works  and  the  contractor,  to  be  made 
to  a scale  of  one-eighth  of  an  inch  to  a foot. 

‘Information  on  details  of  windows  and  other  points,  can  he 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Commissioners. 

t Where  the  number  of  patients  to  be  provided  for,  is  under 
300,  the  residences  will  be  for  a manager  and  a matron. 
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Documents  Furnished  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics. 


Duties  No.  1. — STATEMENT  of  tllG  DUTIES  of  tlie  INSPEC- 
of  the  T0RS  0f  lunatics  and  of  their  Office. 

Inspec- 

Lunatics.  Tlie  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  hold  office  under 

' the  provisions  of  the  Acts  5 and  6 Vic.,  c.  1-3,  and 

S and  9 Vic.,  c.  107.  The  duties  performed  by  them 
have  reference  to  all  Lunatic  Asylums,  private  and 
public — to  the  lunatics  confined  in  gaols,  to  those  in 
workhouses  and  elsewhere,  to  all  criminal  lunatics 
wherever  located,  and  to  the  management  of  the  Govern- 
mental Institution  at  Dundrum,  which  is  placed  alto- 
gether under  their  control  and  supervision. 

With  reference  to  public  asylums,  the  Inspectors  arc 
members  of  all  the  Boards  of  Governors  thereof,  and 
invariably  attend  at  the  meetings,  generally  in  rotation, 
but  in  some  institutions  more  frequently  tlian  others — 
for  example,  in  new  asylums,  with  a view  to  getting 
them  into  working  order,  and  to  assist  the  Board  by 
their  experience  and  advice.  Independent  of  attendance 
at  Board  meetings  the  Inspectors  make  other  frequent 
visitations. 


Form  A Index  and  Registry  of  Letters,  &c.,  Received. 


Irrespective  of  special  communications,  the  records  of 
the  office  include — 1st.  Proceedings  of  Boards  at  their 


Investigations  and  inquiries  affecting  the  general  Duties 
management,  the  conduct  of  officers  and  servants,  as  Pf TUE 
well  as  complaints  of  patients,  if  deemed  serious,  and  toe's® 
all  accidents  of  any  importance  are  specially  and  locally  Lunatics. 
investigated  by  them.  

With  regard  to  the  business  of  tlie  department,  all 
letters  and  communications  having  reference  to  asylums, 
or  to  the  insane,  arc  addressed  to  tlie  otficc,  and  entered 
daily  in  a book  called  tlie  “ General  Registry  of  Letters 
Received,”  in  tlie  following  form  (A),  being  numbered  in 
chronological  order  from  the  beginning  of  each  year. 

The  documents,  when  acted  on,  are  filed  in  port- 
folios, classified  under  the  beads  of  the  several  asylums, 
gaols,  and  Governmental  departments  with  which  the 
office  corresponds,  as  “ Armagh  Asylum,”  “ Belfast 
Gaol,”  “ Chief  Secretary’s  Office,”  &c.,  <tc.  Papers 
are  thus  easy  of  reference,  from  their  minute  classifi- 
cation, and  their  numbers  directing  to  the  entries  in  the 
"Registry  of  Letters  Received,”  and  in  the  "Registry 
of  Letters  Despatched,”  (B)  indicate  the  steps  taken  in 
each  case. 


Form  B Index  and  Registry  of  Letters,  &c.,  Despatched. 


monthly  and  other  meetings  (Forms  G and  D)  which  are 
separately  filed  in  portfolios. 


Form  C Return  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  their  Monthly 

Meeting,  held  on  Monday,  the  day  of  185  . 


GoTcroors  present. 

No. 

Business  submitted  to  the  Board. 

No. 

How  Disposed  of. 

Chairman. 

1 

Proceedings  of  last  Meeting, 

1 

Read  and  Signed  by  the  Chairman, 

5 

State  of  tho  House, 

5 

Inspected  by  Governors  and  found  to  be 

ies  from  which 
admitted. 

Names  of  Patients 

.Mb, 

! , 

Total. 

1 

last  Board  Day. 

the  Resident  Pliy 

irnan. 

' 

In  Asylum  on  the  day  of 
being  last  Board  Day,  . 

185 

Admitted  since  do. 
Discharged  do. 

Died  do. 

In  Asylum  on  this  present  Board  Day, 
the  day  of  185 

j 

Ordinary  Cases. 

Gaol  Cisoj. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Females. 

Number  of  Outstanding 
Admission,  as  reported 

Anplicai 

Board 

ons  for 

Males. 

Females. 

Number  of  existing  Va- 
cancies as  reported  to 
Board, 

Do.  as  disposed  of  by  do. , 

V acanei  esunapproprlated 

Outstanding  Applications  still 
Admission,  .... 
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Ddties  Form  D — Return  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
of  the  Meeting,  held  on  the  day  of 

Inspec- 


District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  their  Special  Duties 
185  . of  THE 

IN8PEC- 


2nd.  Quarterly  estimates  and  accounts  of  district  Council,  by  whose  order  the  moneys  are  advanced  for 
asylums,  which  are  strictly  examined,  and,  when  ap-  support  and  maintenance,  a duplicate  of  each  being 
proved  by  the  Inspectors,  submitted  to  the  Privy  retained  as  an  office  record. 

Form  E Application  of  the  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylum  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 

for  an  Advance  of  £ , under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  6 Geo.  IV.  c.  54,  for  the  Support,  &c.,  of  Patients 

and  Servants. 


Aocount  lor  Quarter  ended  tliis  day  of  185  . 

Da.  Cr. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  Expense  of  supporting 
tho  District  Asylum,  wherein  are 

Patients  and  Servants,  for  tho  Quarter  to  end 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  Account,  being  the 
Balance  on  hand,  the  day  of 

Received  towards  the  Support  of  Patients, 
Do.  for  the  Sale  of  Garden  Produce, 
Do.  do  Farm  Produce, . 

£ s.  d. 

Expenditure. 

Provisions  for  Patients,  at 

per  head, 

Do.  for  Servants,  at  do. 

Grocerie 

Clothing  for  Patients,  at  per 

£ s.  d. 

For  Gallons  Now  milk,  at . 

, „ Buttermilk,  . 

„ Bread,  at 

„ lbs.  Beef,  at  and 

Oxbeads, 

„ cwt.  Potatoes,  . 

£ s.  d. 

3rd.  All  contracts  for  supplies  aro  made  through  the 
Inspectors,  the  tend  ere  and  newspapers  containing  ad- 
vertisements for  same  being  transmitted  to  the  office,  and 
duly  registered  therein.  When  examined,  the  approved 
tenders  aro  recommended  for  the  sanction  of  the  Privy 
Council,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Lords 


Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  being,  when 
so  approved,  returned  by  the  Inspectors  to  their  respec- 
tive asylums  for  the  information  of  the  local  authorities, 
by  whom  they  arc  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  in  London. 


Form  F— District  Lunatic  Asylum,  .—List  of  Tenders  for  Supply  of  Necessaries,  &c.,  for  the  periods  of  the  Year 

specified  below. 


4tli.  The  admission,  discharge,  or  death,  as  the  case  is  notified  to  the  Inspectors  (Forms  G and  H),  and 
may  be,  of  every  lunatic  removed  from  gaol  to  asylum,  entered  in  a special  registry  (Form  I). 

Form  H. — District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Notifica- 

tion of  the  Discharge,  Removal,  Death,  or  Escape  (as 
the  case  may  be),  of  a Lunatic  admitted  from  Gaol. 


Form  G District  Lunatic  Asylum.— Notifi- 

cation in  pursuance  of  Circular  No.  35,  of  the  Ad- 
mission of  a Criminal  (or  Dangerous,  as  the  case  may 
be)  Lunatic. 


Dangerous  oi 
Criminal 
Lunatic. 


No. 

Discharged  or  Rc- 

Escaped. 

Physician's  Observations  as  to 
tho  Patient's  state  of  mind 
on  Removal,  Discharge,  &a, 
and  in  easo  of  Death,  the 

Whoa. 

How. 

Form  I— Registry  of  Criminal  and  Dangerous  Lunatics  in  District  Asylums. 
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Duties  5th.  Copy  of  the  committal,  ami  a notification  of 
of  the  t)ie  removal  or  death  of  every  lunatic  committed  to 
Isspec-  „aoj  (F01.m3  J and  K),  are  furnished  by  the  gaol  n.uthori- 
L™**Tics.  ties,  and  entered  in  a book  called  the  “ Registry  of 
- Criminal  and  Dangerous  Lunatics  in  Gaols”  (Form  L). 

Form  J Form  of  Committal  Warrant  of  a Dangerous 

Lunatic, 

In  pursuance  of  Act  1 Vic.,  c.  27,  and  S and  0 Vic.,  c.  107.  claun- 10. 

County  of  ■>  By  Two  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
to  wit.  j anil  for  said  County 
To  the  Governor  of  the  Gaol  of 
Whereas  has  sworn  Informations  before  us  stating 
facts  from  which  it  appears  that  lias  been  discovered  and 
apprehended  under  circumstances  denoting  a derangement  of 
mind,  and  a purpose  of  committing  an  indictable  crime,  that  is 
to  say  [The  fuels  from  which  it  appears  that  the  person  was  dis- 


covered and  apprehended  under  circa 
inent  of  mind,  jfe.] 


And  whereas  we  have  called  to  our  assistance  bein"- 

a legally  qualified  [State  whether  Physician  or  Surgeon,] 
and  on  view  and  examination  of  the  said 
and  on  the  said  Informations  of  the  said  we  arc  satisfied 
that  the  said  is  a dangerous  [Lunatic  or  Idiot,  as  the  case 
may  ft,’.] 

These  are  therefore,  in  Her  Majesty’s  name,  to  charge  and 
command  you  to  receive  and  to  detain  in  your  custody  in  the 
said  Gaol  of  the  body  of  the  said  anil  safely  to  keep 
until  shall  lie  removed  to  the  proper  Lunatic  Asylum,  or 
otherwise  discharged  by  due  course  of  law,  and  for  your  so 
doing  this  shall  he  your  sufficient  Warrant  and  Authority, 


Tons  ii? 
Lunatics. 


Given  under  our  Hands  and  Seals, 


J.P. 

J.l*. 


The  attention  of  the  Magistrates  is  particularly  requested  to  the 
proceedings  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  10th  clause  ol'  the  Act 
il&i)  Vic.,  e.  107. 


Form  lv Gaol  of  . — Notice  of  the  Discharge, 

Removal  (to  Asylum),  or  Death  of  a Lunatic. 


Signed,  A I.D.  or  Surgeon. 

Signed,  Governor. 


Form  L — Registry  of  Lunatics  Committed  to  Gaols. 


With  regard  to  the  transference  of  lunatics  from 
gaols  to  asylums,  the  mode  of  proceeding  is  this : — On 
receipt  of  the  copy  of  committal,  the  Inspectors  com- 
municate with  the  manager  of  the  asylum  belonging  to 
the  district  in  which  the  gaol  is  situate  as  to  a vacancy ; 
and,  on  receiving  an  affirmative  answer,  the  Governor 
of  the  gaol  is  requested  to  furnish  “the  necessary 
papers  for  the  issue  of  a transfer  warrant” — namely,  a 
second  copy  of  committal,  the  first  being  retained  as  an 
office  record  and  medical  certificates  of  insanity  (Form 
M),  as  required  by  the  1st  Vic.,  c.  27,  on  receipt  of  which 
application  is  made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  issue  a 
warrant  authorizing  the  transference  of  the  lunatic. 


the  Gaol  of  said  County  as  a Dangerous  Lunatic,  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  is  Insane,  and  that  case  may  he  con- 
sidered as  [Here  slate  whether  curable  or  probably  incurable,  and 
whether  likely  to  derive  benefit  or  not  from  heiny  placed  in  a Lunatic 
Asylum.-] 

Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  185  . 

Medical  Doctor  or  Surgeon.  ' 
Medical  Doctor  or  Surgeon. 

The  Certificates  for  persons  found  Insane  in  Gaol,  or  acquitted  of 
offences  onground  of  insanity,  are  similar,  with  the  necessary  change  in 
the  wording. 


Form  M. — Medical  Certificate. 

FOR  A PERSON  COMMITTED  AS  A DANGEROUS  LUNATIC. 
Under  1st  Vic.,  cap.  27,  and  S & 9 Vic.,  cap.  107. 

County  of  7 We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  this  day 

to  u>it.  y examined  who  has  been  committed  to 


The  number  so  removed  (Form  N ) amounted,  in  IS55, 
to  445.  This  year  420  have  been  removed ; and  as 
each  transfer  involves  fourteen  entries  in  the  books  of 
the  office,  the  number  of  entries  under  this  head  alone 
was,  consequently,  in  1855,  6,330  ; and  in  the  present 
year,  5,S80. 


FormN Registry  of  Lunatics  ordered  for  Removal  from  Gaols  to  Asylums. 
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Dutiks  There  were,  in  1855,  3,678  communications  received 
or  tub  and  registered,  and  4,046  have  heen  received  and 
Ins  pec-  registered  this  year,  the  number  despatched  being,  for 
Lunatics.  ^ie  S!Une  periods  respectively,  1,960  and  2,304. 

_ — Communications  on  all  matters  connected  with  the 

Inspector’s  office,  addressed  direct  to  Government,  aro 
referred  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Inspectors  for 
Inquiry  and  Report.  Such  are  entered  in  a “Reference 
Boole”  (Form  0),  and  tho  reports  thereon  copied  into  a 


book  called  the  “Government  Report  Book.”  The  Duties 
number  of  files  so  referred  in  1855  was  179,  and  in  of  the  ‘ 
1856,  178,  the  number  of  reports  made  regarding  torToe 
them  being,  in  the  former  period,  218,  and  in  the  Lunatics. 

latter,  210,  extending  over  231  pages  of  the  “ Report  

Book.”  The  Inspectors  have  also  frequent  personal 
communication  with  Government  on  matters  relating 
to  their  department. 


Form  O Government  Reference  Book. 


Subject 

or 

Koforcnoc. 


The  Central  Asylum  for  Criminal  Lunatics  is,  as 
already  stated,  under  the  exclusive  control  and  direction 
of  the  Inspectors,  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Lord 


Lieutenant.  All  admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths 
are  duly  notified  to  the  office,  and  registered  in  a 
special  registry  (Form  P). 


Form  P — Registry  of  Criminal  Lunatics  iu  Centrae  Asylum,  D undrum. 


J)ato.  I County. 


Offcnco  for 
Committed. 


Tried  or 
Untried, 
and  beforo 


The  course  adopted  in  reference  to  the  admission  of 
cases  is  as  follows : — When  a prisoner  has  boon  acquitted 
of  any  grave  crime,  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  or 
becomes  insane  while  undergoing  sentence  in  gaol,  the 
Inspectors,  on  being  notified  of  the  fact,  obtain  tho 
necessary  documents,  as  copies  of  the  informations, 
committal,  finding  of  jury,  and  rule  of  court,  certified 
by  tho  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  together  with  medical  cer- 
tificates of  insanity  ; and  having  satisfied  themselves 
that  tho  case  is  a proper  one  for  admission  into  tho 
Central  Asylum,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  moved  to  issue 
a transfer  warrant. 


The  accounts  are  furnished  monthly,  together  with 
vouchers  (Forms  Q,  R,  and  S),  which  are  strictly  ex- 
amined, and,  if  not  correct,  returned  for  amendment. 
When  accurate,  they  are  transmitted  to  the  Audit  Office  in 
London.  The  annual  Parliamentary  estimate  is  prepared 
by  the  Inspectors,  and  the  quarterly  estimates  for 
advances  revised  and  corrected.  Contracts  for  supplies 
are  also  made  and  duly  registered  in  this  office,  a 
bond  being  required  in  every  case  for  due  fulfilment 
of  same. 


I)n. 


Form  Q,. — Central  Lunatic  Asylum,  D undrum. 


Dr.  to 

185  . 

I certify  that  I have  examined  the  following  Account  from 
tho  Articles  have  been  furnished  on  proper  Authority, 
are  charged  at  Contract  prices,  and  the  Account  is  in  all 
respects  correct.  _ 

Governor. 


central  lunatic  asylum,  d undrum. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  do  acknowledge  to  have  received  from 


3 Z 
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Doties 

of  THE 

Inspec- 

LuNATICS. 


Private  Lunatic  Asylums,  License] 

These  institutions,  of  which  there  are  fifteen, including 
Swift’s  Hospital  and  the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  which  are 
exempt  from  payment  of  License  fees,  are  under  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  Inspectors.  The  Inspec- 
tors’ minutes  of  visitations  arc  duly  recorded  in  the 
office,  and  copies  transmitted  to  the  Clerks  of  Peace 
for  the  information  of  magistrates  at  Quarter  Sessions, 
when  issuing  licenses. 

On  a license  being  granted,  a copy,  as  directed  by  the 


UNDER  THE  Act  5 AND  6 VlC.,  C.  123. 

Act,  is  sent  to  the  Inspectors,  and  registered  in  a book 
kept  for  the  purpose  (Form  T).  A notification  of  same 
is  given  to  the  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services,  and  cer- 
tificates of  the  amount  payable  thereou  (Form  U) 
transmitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  who,  accordingly, 
lodges  same  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster ; and,  at  the 
expiration  of  each  official  year,  a return  of  the  licenses 
issued,  and  sums  received,  is  made  by  the  Inspectors 
to  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts. 


Form  T Book  of  Entry  of  Licenses  issued  to  Proprietors  of  Private  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland, — Year 


tlinm  granted'  Witness  of 

nil  signed.  | Signature. 


Form  U.— I certify  that  a copy  of  a License,  the  particulars  of  which  are  undernamed,  has  been  received  at  this  Office,  and 
that  said  License  should  produce,  under  the  Act  5 aud  6 Vie.,  c.  123,  the  sum  of  sterling. 


Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle. 


Datod  this  day  of 


18S  . 


A registry  of  patients  is  kept,  as  required  by  the  Act,  aud  all  admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  entered 
therein  (Form  V).  > b > 


Form  V. — Registrt  of  Patients  in  Licensed  Houses  kept  by  Inspectors. 


Patient.  i Medical  Certificate. 


d Luna-1  When 

tic  by  In-  Discharged 
| quiaitioa.  I 


I Incurablo. 


Appended  is  a tabular  statement  showing,  an  far  as 
can  be  done  in  such  shape,  the  business  transacted  in  the 
Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  the  two  years  ended  re- 
spectively 31st  December,  1S55,  and  1856,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  foregoing  forms,  will,  it  is  hoped,  give  a 
general  insight  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties 
of  the  Inspectors  and  their  staff,  which  consists  of  a 
chief  clerk  and  one  assistant. 

It  may  be  hardly  necessary  to  allude  to  the  fact  that 
a very  extensive  correspondence  arises  out  of  the  various 
subjects  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statement,  and  that 
the  periodical  compilation  of.  the  Inspectors’  Parlia- 


mentary Reports,  and  their  Reports  on  Private  Asylums 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  aDd  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in- 
creases the  business  to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate 
many  hours*  overwork  daily  for  a considerable  period 
of  the  year. 

John  Nugent. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle, 

29th  November,  1S56. 

* This  overwork,  I deem  it  a duty  to  state,  has  devolved 
principally  on  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Corbet,  and  Mr.  Hennessy, 
the  assistant. 


[Tabula*  Statement. 
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Duties  Tabular  Statement  of  the  business  done  in  the  Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle,  during  the  Tears  ended  Duties  ' 
. of  tue  respectively  31st  December,  1855,  and  1856.  THE 


Inspec- 
tors of 
Lunatics. 


Number  of  letters  and  communications  re- 
ceived, registered,  and  filed  under  their  re- 
spective classes,  .... 

Number  of  letters  written,  registered,  and 
despatched,  . 

Number  of  returns  of  proceedings  of  Boards 
of  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums 
received,  registered,  and  filed, 

Quarterly  accounts,  and  estimates  of  District 
Lunatic  Asylums  for  advances  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  under  the  Act  6 Geo. 
IV.,  c.  54,  examined  and  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Privy  Council, 

Contracts  for  supplies  examined  and  recom- 
mended for  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, in  accordance  with  Treasury  order,  . 

Number  of  notices  of  admission  of  Lunatics 
from  Gaols  into  Asylums,  received,  regis- 
tered, and  filed,  .... 

Discharges,  deaths,  removals,  &e. 

Committals  of  Lunatics  to  Gaols,  including 
prisoners  found  insane,  received,  registered, 
and  filed,  ... 

Notifications  of  removal  from  Gaol,  dis- 
charges, and  deaths,  received,  registered, 
and  filed,  ..... 

Lunatics  transferred  by  warrant  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant from  Gaols  to  Asylums, 

Files  referred  by  Government  to  Inspectors 
for  inquiry  and  report, 

Reports  thereon,  extending  over  231  pages  of 
Report  Book,  .... 


1855. 

1858. 

3,678 

4,046 

1,900 

2,304 

212 

220 

G2 

G4 

54* 

59* 

445 

420 

2a5 

230 

487 

641 

567 

624 

445 

420  | 

179 

178 

218 

227 

Central  Asylum  for  Criminal  Lunatics. 
Admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  received, 
registered,  and  filed,. 

Monthly  accounts  received,  registered,  and 
transmitted  to  Audit  Office  after  exami- 
nation, ..... 
Vouchers  for  ditto,  .... 
Annual  and  quarterly  estimates,  _ . 

Tenders  for  supplies  received,  registered,  and 
examined,  ..... 
Contract  bonds  prepared  and  perfected, 

Lists  of  contractors  drawn  out. 

Registered  in  registry  of  tenders, 
Communications,  general  correspondence, 
reports,  &c.,  connected  with  this  Asylum,  are 
included  under  the  head  of  letters  received 
and  despatched. 

Private  Licensed  Asylums. 

5 & 6 Vic.,  C.  123. 

Copies  of  licenses  received  and  registered,  . 
Notifications  to  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services, 
Certificates  to  Clerks  of  Peace,  . . 

Admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  received 
and  registered,  .... 
The  letters,  reports,  minutes,  and  miscel- 
laneous communications  relating  to  Private 
Asylums  are  included  in  the  enumeration  of 
general  correspondence,  hut  not  the  private 
communications  of  inspectors  to  families. 


1855.  1856.  Lunatics. 


John  Nugent. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle,  31st  December,  1856. 

* These  numbers  have  reference  only  to  the  number  of  times  contracts  were  made,  and  not  to  the  tenders  examined  or  approved, 
which  were  very  voluminous. 


No.  2.— Returns  relative  t,o  Licensed  Houses  and  Single  Patients. 


•Returns 
RELATIVE 

TO  X , A Return  of  tbo  Number  of  Licensed  Houses  iu 

HouTes1*  Existence  at  the  present  time. 

and  Fourteen (Of  theso,  tbo  Bloomfield  Retreat  and  Swift’s 

Single  Hospital  [being  charitable  institutions]  are  exempt  from  the 
Patients,  payment  of  license  fees). 


II.— A Return  of  the  Number  of  Informations  on 
Oath,  laid  before  the  Inspectors,  of  Malpractices, 
having  taken  place  in  any  liccnsod  bouse,  anil  of  the 
night  visits  made  in  consequence,  under  sec.  32,  5 & 
6 Vie.  c.  123. 

Nil— (Tha  Inspectors  liavo  visited  Licensed  Houses  after 
nightfall,  from  time  to  time,  but  not  from  information  of.mal- 


III. A Return  of  the  Number  of  Oases  of  Single 

Patients  in  Unlicensed  Houses,  in  which  Copies  of 
the  Order  and  Certificate  accompanying  Admission 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Inspectors  in  each  year, 
and  the  state  of  mind  of  such  single  patient,  under 
sec.  37,  5 & 6 Vic.  c.  123. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  returns  have  b^n  regularly 

made  do  not  average  one  annually  smee  the  paa^g  of  the  Ac^ 

it  being  nearly  impossible  to  obtain  information  and  the  law 

being  easily  evaded:  for  example— we  are 

is  at  present  in  a hydropathic  establishment  apatient  who  was 


removed  from  a private  asylum,  retained  at  home  for  some 

time,  and  then  sent  to  the  establishment  referred  to,  as  labour-  -Licensed 

ing  simply  under  “nervousness.1’ 

Single 

Patients. 

IV. — A Return  of  the  Number  of  Licenses  Revoked,  

under  5 <&  G Vic.  cap.  123,  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation. 

Nil.— (Vide  Return  furnished  23rd  October,  1858). 


V. A Return  of  the  Number  of  Special  Visitations 

Directed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  each  year, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

Year  1843— Number  of  Visitations— None  recorded.* 

„ 1844,  w"'" 


* This  office  not  having  been  formed  until  1846,  .there  ai 
no  records  extending  to  the  years  1843-4-5. 


[No.  3. — Statements. 
3 Z 2 
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Number 
of  Insti- 
tution's 
Visited 


No.  3. — Statements  of  the  Number  of  Institutions  Visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics 
in  Ireland,  and  of  the  Number  of  Visits  paid  to  each  Institution  by  eacli  Inspector,  during  the 


Year  1856. 

I. — District  Lunatio  Asylums  Visited. 


Armagh, 
Ballinasloe, 
Belfast,  . 
Carlow,  . 
Clonmel, 

Cork, 

Killarney, 

Kilkenny, 

Limerick, 

Londonderry,  , 

Maryborough, 

Mullingar, 

Omagh,  . 

■Richmond, 

Sligo, 

Waterford, 


Total  Visits  paid  to  Dis- 
trict Asylums,  . 


No.of  times 
visited  by 
Dr.  White. 

No.  of  times 
visited  by 
Dr.Nugcnt. 

! 

3 

2 

_ 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

7 

5 

3 

3 

16 

13 

2 

2 

3 

46 

64 

IV. — Private  Asylums. 


II. — Central  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Dundruh. 
Number  of  times  visited  by  Dr.  White,  . . 6 

Number  of  times  visited  by  Dr.  Nugent,  . . 13 

Total  Number  of  Visits  paid-  to  Central  Asylum,  21 


County. 

Name  of  Asylum,  ami 
whore  situate. 

paid  by 
Hr. 

White. 

H ugcut. 

Total 
V isils 

Dublin,  . 

Eagle  Lodge.  Finglas,  . 

I 

l'arnham  House,  . 
Havtilold  Retreat,  Drum- 

2 

2 

4 

coiulrn, 

IJampstead  House,  Gins- 

2 

4 

6 

3 

Lisle  House,  Crumlin,  . 

Bellevue,  Finglas,  . 
Jamestown  House.  Rath- 
farnhani  (now  Orchards- 

4 

4 

6 

Queen’sCo. 

town  House), 

Midland  Retreat  & Anne- 

2 

2 

4 

ville, near  Maryborough, 

Limerick, 

Busby  1’ark,  Limerick,  . 

1 

Armagh,  . 

Retreat,  Armagh,  . 

4 

Cork, 

Cittadella,  Cork.  . 

2 

Dublin,  . 

Lindville,  Cork, 
Bloomfield  Retreat,  Dub- 

2 

2 

4 

lin,  .... 
Swift’s,  or  St.  Patrick’s, 

2 

5 

Dublin, 

2 

3 

6 

Total  Visits,  . 

30 

36 

68 

Note.  —The  Inspectors  occasionally  visited  the  patients  who 
■were  maintained  at  Island  Bridge  and  the  Hardwicke  Cells, 
both  which  places  were,  however,  closed  in  the  course  of  the 
year. 


III.— Gaols. 


Name  of  Gaol. 

No.  of  time 
visited  by 
Dr.Whito. 

No.  of  time 
visited  by 
Dr.Nugcnt 

Total 
Number 
of  Visits. 

Belfast,  .... 

„ 

„ 

Armagh,  ; . 

1 

i 

Carlow 

1 

Cavan 

Ennis, 

1 

Cork  County,  . 

2 

2 

Cork  Citv,  .... 

i 

Lifford  Gaol  and  Asylum  at- 

tacked  to  it,  . 

Dublin,  Kilmainham, 

2 

„ Richmond, 

1 

,,  Grangegorman, 

2 

1 

3 

Enniskillen, 

- 

2 

Kildare,  Naas,  . 

,,  Athy,  . 

1 

2 

Kilkenny  County, 

2 

1 

„ City,  . 

1 

1 

Limerick  County, 

1 

3 

„ City,  . 

Londonderry, 

_ 

l 

2 

2 

Longford,  .... 

1 

2 

Dundalk,  .... 

1 

Drogheda,  .... 

i 

1 

2 

Trim,  .... 

] 

Monaghan, 

1 

_ 

Maryborough,  . 

3 

2 

5 

Sligo 

2 

Nenagh,  .... 

1 

1 

Clonmel,  .... 

2 

2 

Omagh 

1 

Waterford  County, 

2 

1 

S 

„ City,  . 

_ 

Mullingar,  .... 

2 

2 

4 

Wexford,  .... 

Wicklow,  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Total  Visits  paid  to 

G„oU,  . . . 

33 

39 

72 

Dour  gaols  not  visited. 


V. — Pooriiouses. 


Name  of  Poorliousc. 

No.ofVisils 

No. of  Visits 
paid  by 
Dr.  Nugent 

Total 

Visits 

paid. 

Abbeyleix, 

Armagh,  .... 

1 

1 

J 

Athlone,  .... 

J 

Achy,  .... 

Ballinasloe, 

] 

Belfast 

1 

I 

Carlow,  .... 

Carrick-on-Suir, 

2 

o 

Cashel,  .... 

Clones 

Clonmel,  .... 

~ 

1 

1 

Cork 

Drogheda,  .... 

1 

Dublin  (North). 

2 

Dublin  (South), 

] 

2 

Ennis,  .... 

1 

Enniscorthy,  , 

- 

1 

1 

Enniskillen, 

- 

2 

Granard,  .... 

Kilkeunv,  .... 

Killarney 

1 

•) 

Lisburn 

Lisnosken,  .... 

1 

1 

Longford 

1 

1 

2 

Lurgan 

- 

1 

1 

Monaghan, 

* 1 

Mullingar,  .... 

) 

3 

Navan 

1 

1 

Nenagh 

1 

_ 

Omagh,  .... 

1 

1 

Kathdown,  .... 

2 

3 

Rathdrum ■ 

1 

Sligo,  .... 

- 

1 

1 

Strabane,  .... 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

Thurlea,  .... 

1 

1 

Tipperary, 

1 

1 

2 

Trim,  .... 

1 

1 

Waterford, 

2 

2 

4 

Wexford,  .... 

- 

2 

2 

Total,  . 

30 

47 

77 

|r; 
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Lf.ttkr  j^0.  4. — Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commis- 

1!  ELATING  . , ,1  . . „ , 

to  the  skin,  m reference  to  the  existing  state  ot  the 
State  of  Law,  and  proposed  alterations. 
the  Law. 

Dubliu  Castle,  January  25,  1858. 

Sib, 

I trust  that  the  uou-fulfilment  of  a provision 
made  by  my  late  colleague,  when  giving  testimony 
before  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  to  the  effect, 
“ That  he  would  submit  our  views  with  reference  to 
alterations  aud  amendments  in  the  existing  lunacy  laws 
or  regulations  of  this  country,”  has  not  been  deemed 
disrespectful  on  my  part  towards  the  Board  of  which 
}'ou  are  Chairman. 

The  melancholy  accident  that  occurred  to  Dr. 
White,  whilst  on  our  official  tour,  immediately  after  his 
examination,  has,  as  you  are  aware,  utterly  precluded 
him  from  taking,  since  then,  any  part  in  public  business ; 
lienee  I felt  a delicacy  in  submitting  my  own  opinions 
unsupported  by  his  advice  and  experience,  however 
much  those  opinions  might  emanate  from  a knowledge 
of  the  working,  in  all  its  details,  of  a department  over 
which  I have  been  one  of  the  two  ostensible  heads  for 
a period  of  nearly  twelve  years. 

The  opportunities  afforded  to  the  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, and  the  advantages  taken  of  them  will,  no 
doubt,  supply  an  information  sufficiently  ample  aud  sa- 
tisfactory for  the  important  objects  of  its  issue. 

In  the  last  report  (1857)  which  the  Inspectors  had 
the  honour  to  address  to  His  Excellency  tbe  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant for  presentation  to  Parliament, they  again  referred 
to  this  question  at  large,  having  long  felt  the  anomalous 
condition  of  their  particular  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, from  a not  sufficiently  digested  legislation,  more 
or  less  unjust  in  its  financial  bearings,  and  so  indefinite 
an  to  admit  of  cases  numerically  as  exceptional  as  those 
coming  within  its  immediate  scope.  In  the  general 
working  of  tho  department,  I believe  that  the  readiest 
solution  of  difficulties  will  bo  attained  through  the  con- 
stitution of  a competent  Board,  possessed  of  a well- 
defined  authority,  with  power  to  make  all  rules  and 
regulations,  and  responsible  alone  (save  in  cases  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  su- 
perior courts  of  law),  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council. 

Unlike  other  public  establishments,  where  the  com- 
munity at  largo  is  fully  capable  to  judge  of  their  ma- 
nagement, institutions  for  the  insane  require  a peculiar 
system,  which,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  alone  efficiently 
carried  out  through  a direct  governmental  control. 

Tendering,  if  required,  at  any  time  the  use,  sncli  as 
it  may  be,  of  my  humble  experience  in  the  details  of 
official  business,  and  as  bearing  on  the  present  inquiry, 
I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Nugent. 

Sir  Thomas  N.  Eedington,  K.C.B. 


Rules  or  No.  5. — Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Go- 
CentE  vernment  of  the  Central  Lunatic  Asylum  at 
Asylum?  D undrum,  ordered  and  established  by  the  Lord 
Dondrum.  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland,  August 
22,  1850. 

1.  In  order  to  effect  tbe  better  management  and  con- 
trol of  tbe  Central  Asylum  at  Dundrum  for  tbe  reception 


of  insane  persons  charged  with  offences  in  Ireland,  the  Rules  or 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  shall  visit  that  establish-  THE 
ment  together,  or  separately,  once  in  each  month,  or  Asylum" 
oftener  if  they  shall  think  proper.  Dondbdm. 

2.  On  each  montldy  visitation  the  Inspectors  or  

Inspector  shall  specially  examine  into  the  health,  ap- 
pearance, and  conduct  of  the  patients  then  confined  in 

the  asylum,  and  note  in  a hook,  to  be  called  “ The  In- 
spectors’ Report  Book,”  such  observations  as  may  be 
deemed  useful  for  the  information  of  Government ; and 
they  shall  on  such  visits  make  all  the  inquiries  directed 
by  the  statute  8 & 9 Victoria,  cap.  107. 

3.  The  Inspectors  shall  investigate  all  complaints, 
and  be  empowered  to  suspend  all  officers  or  servants, 
on  the  charges  being  proved,  and  shall  forthwith  report 
thereupon  for  the  information  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

4.  The  Inspectors  are  to  report  half-yearly  to  the 
Chief  or  Under  Secretary  the  general  state  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  number  of  inmates,  <tc.,  (fee.,  with  particular 
reference  to  such  eases  as  they  may  deem  it  advisable 
to  notice ; and  on  the  recovery  of  every  lunatic  they 
are  to  submit  to  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary  the  name 
of  the  individual  so  recovered ; the  offence  with  which 
charged,  if  untried,  or  of  which  acquitted  on  the  plea  of 
insanity ; together  with  the  general  character  and  con- 
duct of  such  individual,  for  the  information  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

5.  The  Inspectors  shall  jointly  or  separately  examine 
on  each  monthly  visitation  the  accounts  of  the  asylum, 
cheeking  aud  comparing  the  various  vouchers  and 
receipts  given  and  received  by  the  Governor  during 
the  preceding  month,  which  documents  are  to  be  duly 
initialed  by  both  or  either  of  them. 

G.  All  requisitions  for  the  advance  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  support  of  the  asylum,  by  way  of  esti- 
mate, as  well  as  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  already 
expended,  shall  be  investigated  by  the  Inspectors  and 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary. 

7.  The  Inspectors  shall  advertise  for,  receive,  and 
select  all  tenders  for  contracts  for  the  Central  Asylum 
at  Dundrum,  at  their  office  in  the  Castle. 

Visiting  Physician. 

8.  The  Visiting  Physician  to  the  Dnndruin  Central 
Asylum  is  to  attend  three  times  a week,  or  oftener  if 
required,  entering  on  each  occasion  the  date  and  period 
of  his  visit.  Whilst  going  through  the  house  ho  is  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  Resident  Physician,  with  whom  he 
shall  consult  as  to  the  medical  and  moral  treatment  of 
the  patients,  and  order  such  regimen,  .fee.,  &c.,  as  he 
shall  think  fit. 

9.  In  conjunction  with  the  Resident  Physician  ho 
shall  keep,  at  the  asylum,  a registry  or  history  of  the 
symptoms  and  treatment  of  the  patients ; and,  on  the 
reception  of  any  lunatic,  sign  the  official  return  which 
is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Inspectors. 

10.  He  is,  when  requiring  absence  for  more  than  a 
week,  to  notify  his  intention  to  the  Inspectors,  that 
suitable  provision  may  be  made  in  case  of  need. 

11.  In  all  cases  of  the  death  of  a patient  he  is  to  ex- 
amine as  far  as  possible  into  the  physical  cansesconnected 
with  the  insanity  of  the  deceased,  and  make  an  entry  in 
the  Registry  of  the  Asylum,  of  the  -post  mortem  appear- 
ances, with  any  observations  he  may  deem  useful 
thereon,  for  the  advance  of  science,  and  the  utility  of 
such  lectures  as  he  may  be  called  on  to  deliver,  pursuant 
to  tbe  statute. 

Governor  and  Resident  Physician. 

12.  The  Governor  and  Resident  Physician  shall, 
under  the  control  of  the  Inspectors,  regulate  the  entire 
establishment,  and  shall  devote  his  best  exertions  to  its 
successful  management ; at  no  period  absenting  himself 
for  more  than  two  consecutive  days  without  previous 
notification  to  the  Inspectors,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
make  arrangements  during  his  absence. 

13.  He  shall  be  most  particular  in  the  regularity  with 
which  the  various  books  of  the  Asylum  are  kept,  and  be 
responsible  for  all  moneys  placed  to  his  credit,  as  well  as 
for  the  accuracy  of  his  disbursements  and  receipts. 
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Eules  of  14.  He  shall  have  his  books  always  ready  for  inspec- 
the  tion,  and  the  monthly  accounts  duly  prepared  for 
Central  examination  at  the  Audit  Office.  He  shall  submit  all 
Dire dk dm.  vouchers,  as  well  as  a list  of  any  furniture  or  other 

‘ articles  that  may  be  required,  to  the  Inspectors,  and 

through  them  convey  every  communication  connected 
with  the  establishment  to  the  Chief  or  Under  Secre- 
tary. 

15.  He  is  to  sec  that  the  strictest  order  he  observed 
in  every  department ; that  all  the  attendants  and  ser- 
vants conduct  themselves  with  propriety,  and  that  the 
utmost  cleanliness  and  decorum  be  regarded  by  them  in 
their  dress  and  habits  of  life. 

1G.  He  is  to  attend  the  Visiting  Physici-.m  through 
the  wards,  and  conduct  in  uuison  with  him  the  mental 
and  physical  treatment  of  the  patients,  and  assist  with 
him  in  keeping  the  Medical  Journal,  or  “ Case  Book.” 

17.  In  the  absence  of  the  Visiting  Physician  he  shall 
act  as  the  general  director  of  the  whole  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  institution,  and  be  responsible  for  its  due 
administration. 

IS.  He  shall  inspect  the  corridors  and  apartments 
every  forenoon  and  evening,  and  give  such  directions  as 
he  niay  think  fit  to  the  attendants  with  reference  to  the 
treatment  of  the  lunatics,  and  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Matron  to  any  irregularity  or  misconduct  that  may  occur 
within  her  department. 

19.  He  shall  exercise  a general  supervision  over  the 
various  articles  contracted  for  as  to  quality  and  quantity, 
and  if  deficient  on  cither  point,  forbid  their  delivery, 
and  procure  a supply  elsewhere  at  the  contractor’s 
expense. 

20.  Ho  is  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  to  encourage 
habits  of  industry  amongst  the  lunatics,  and  have  them 
engaged  as  much  as  possible  in  out-door  work,  but 
under  the  most  cautious  observation. 

The  Malron. 

21.  The  Matron  shall  exercise  immediate  superin- 
tendence, hut  iu  position  subordinate  to  the  Governor, 
over  the  female  department  of  the  Dnmlrmn  Asylum. 

22.  She  is  to  take  particular  care  that  cleanliness 
and  good  ventilation  are  attended  to. 

23.  She  is  to  look  after  the  inncr-clothing,  bedding, 
linen,  Ac.,  of  the  patients  and  attendants,  that  they  he 
kept  in  good  repair,  and  shall  take  care  that  without 
the  slightest  waste  there  is  a regular  supply  of  sheeting, 
stockings,  shirts,  Ac.,  Ac. ; and  she  is  to  be  particular 
as  to  the  order  in  which  the  kitchen,  laundry,  pantry, 
and  dairy  are  kept. 

24.  She  shall  accompany  the  Physician  when  visiting 
the  female  side  of  the  asylum,  both  morning  and 
evening,  and  report  to  him  any  irregularity  or  cause  of 
complaint  she  may  notice. 

25.  She  is  to  reside  constantly  iu  the  asylum,  and  to 
employ  the  female  patients  as  advantageously  as  possi- 
ble to  themselves  and  to  the  establishment. 

Clerk  and  Store-Jceeper. 

26.  The  Clerk  and  Store-keeper  is  to  attend  regularly 
at  a quarter  to  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  remain 
in  the  Asylum  till  four  p.m.,  (time  of  meals  excepted.) 

27.  He  shall  have  charge  of  the  stores  of  the  estab- 
lishment, be  accountable  for  the  quantity  and  quality 
received  by  him,  and  keep  an  accurate  return  of  the 
amount  issued. 

28.  He  is  to  sign  the  Pass-book  kept  by  the  various 
contractors  for  milk,  bread,  meat,  Ac.,  Ac.,  on  the  de- 
livery of  the  articles,  and  to  sign  the  receipts  for  every 
other  article  employed  for  consumption  by  the  patients 
and  servants,  or  for  the  general  use  of  the  house. 

29.  He  is  to  make  an  entry  of  the  different  materials 
issued  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  manufacture,  and  keep 
an  exact  inventory  of  the  furniture. 

'30.  In  the  daily  delivery  of  food  to  the  cook  or  his 
assistants,  he  shall  be  particular  that  the  quantity  be 
proportionate  to  the  demand  in  the  different  divisions 
as  specified  in  the  Dietary  Book. 

31.  As  Clerk,  he  shall  attend  daily  in  the  Governor’s 
office,  to  assist  in  drawing  out  official  documents,  writing 


letters,  Ac.,  Ac.,  and  to  keep  all  accounts,  fiscal  or  other,  Rdles  0» 
connected  with  the  Dundrum  Asylum.  the 

Central 

The  Chaplains.  ^Asyuj*, 

32.  The  Chaplains  are  to  attend  at  the  Dundrum 

Asylum  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to  officiate  according 

to  their  respective  creeds  : they  are,  moreover,  to  visit 
the  institution  once  in  the  week,  at  least,  to  ad- 
minister religious  instructions  to  those  susceptible  of 
its  influence.  They  shall,  in  case  of  illness,  attend  at 
any  time  when  noticed  to  do  so. 

The  Apothecary. 

33.  The  Apothecary  is  to  visit  the  Asylum  regularly 
three  times  in  the  week,  and  as  often  as  his  services 
may  he  required  by  the  Governor. 

34.  He  is  to  make  up  all  prescriptions  with  the 
greatest  accuracy,  and  copy  them  into  a book,  to  he 
called  the  “Prescription  Book,”  tobokeptin  the  asylum; 
he  is  to  be  auswerable  for  the  due  administration  of  the 
medicines  ordered. 

The  Cook. 

35.  The  cook  shall  take  care  that  in  the  morning,  at 
half  after  seven  o’clock,  the  kitchen  he  in  regular  order, 
the  fires  lighted,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  her  busi- 
ness ; she  shall  receive  from  the  store-keeper  thedifferent 
articles  to  he  prepared  as  food  for  the  patients  and  at- 
tendants, and  he  particular  as  to  the  quantity  required; 
she  shall  be  responsible  that  the  meals  are  properly  and 
fully  dressed  at  the  particular  periods  specified  for 
delivery! 

36.  She  shall  keep  all  the  utensils  employed  by  her 
with  the  greatest  cleanliness,  and  never  omit  before 
retiring  to  rest  to  have  the  boilers  well  scoured,  and 
the  kitchen  and  scullery  thoroughly  ventilated  and 
purified. 

The  Laundress. 

37.  The  laundress  shall  take  charge  of  the  patients 
employed  by  her,  and  when  their  business  is  over,  shall 
see  that  they  return  to  tlic  safe  keeping  of  the  attend- 
ants iu  their  respective  divisions. 

38.  She  shall  keep  a book,  to  be  called  the  “ Laundry 
Book,”  in  which  are  to  he  entered  under  separate  heads 
the  various  articles,  soap,  blue,  starch,  Ac.,  Ac.,  received 
by  her  from  the  Store-keeper  ; and  also  a hook,  contain- 
ing an  exact  list  of  the  foul  clothes  to  he  washed  and 
returned  by  her  weekly  to  the  Matron. 

Servants  and  Attendants. 

39.  Both  male  and  female  are  responsible  to  the 

Governor  for  their  good  conduct,  for  habits  of  cleanli- 
ness, order,  and  subordination,  as  well  as  for  the  most 
unvarying  humanity  towards  the  lunatics  placed  under 
their  charge.  . 

40.  They  shall  never  absent  themselves  from  their 
divisions  so  as  to  leave  the  patients  unguarded,  or 
attempt  coercion,  restraint,  or  confinement  without  the 
Physician’s  sanction. 

41.  In  the  morning  they  are  to  see  that  the  patients 
are  properly  cleaned  and  washed — at  night  that  due 
regard  be  paid  to  their  comfort,  and  that  they  retire 
decently  to  rest. 

42.  They  are  to  he  present  when  the  patients  are  at 

meals,  and  repeat  grace  before  each  repast;  they  shall 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  clothing  and  becoming 
appearance  of  the  patients,  and  contribute  all  in  their 
power,  both  in  and  out  of  doors,  to  their  amusement 
and  occupation.  . . 

43.  They  shall  be  answerable  for  the  safe  keeping  ol 

the  lunatics  under  their  respective  care,  and  in  the  event 
of  escape,  shall  be  either  at  the  expense  of  the  re-cap- 
ture, or  be  discharged,  should  negligence  appear  to  have 
been  the  cause.  , 

44.  They  are  to  report  daily  to  the  governor  tue 
conditions  of  their  wards  and  corridors,  and  keep  a 
diary  in  reference  to  the  patients,  towards  whom  they 
are  expected  to  conduct  themselves  in  the  most  humane 
and  considerate  manner,  so  as  to  engage  their  confi- 
dence and  affeotion. 
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DOCUMENTS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Boles  of  43.  No  servant  or  attendant  will  be  permitted  egress 
the  from  the  institution,  and  no  admission  to  their  friends 
AstLnML  ™t!l0U?  t,ie  governor’s  sanction;  and  on  no  account 
Dondrdm.  vrill  children  bo  allowed  to  reside  in  the  asylum. 

The  Porter . 

46.  The  Porter  is  to  have  charge  of  the  hall  and  ad- 
joining public  apartments ; he  is  to  see  that  they  are 
kept  with  neatness  and  order. 

47 . He  is  to  record  in  the  “ Porter’s  Book”  the  names 
of  strangers,  the  visiting  friends  to  the  patients,  as 
well  as  the  attendance  of  the  different  officers  of  the 
asylum. 

48.  When  called  on  he  shall  assist  in  taking  charge 
of  the  male  lunatics,  and  render  himself  generally 
useful. 

49.  In  the  morning,  during  the  summer  months,  he 
is  at  half-past  five  o’clock  to  ring  the  bell  to  call  up  the 
servants  and  attendants ; during  the  winter,  at  a quarter 
to  seven. 

50.  At  night  he  is  to  see  that  all  the  doors  are  locked, 
and  the  different  yards  duly  protected,  in  summer,  at 
nine  o’clock,  p.m.  ; and  in  winter,  at  eight,  p.m.  He 
shall  deposit  all  the  keys  intrusted  to  him  with  the 
Governor. 

Gardener  and  Land  Steward. 

51.  The  Gardener  and  Land  Steward  is  to  report  him- 
self present  to  the  Porter  during  the  summer  months  at 
seven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  remain  till  six, 
p.m.  In  the  winter  months,  that  is,  from  the  1st  Octo- 
ber to  the  1st  March,  at  eight  o’clock,  A.M.,  and  to 
remain  till  four,  p.m. 

52.  Ho  shall  take  charge  of  all  the  implements  used 
on  the  farm,  and  be  acconutablo  for  them.  He  is  to 
superintend  the  lunatics  when  employed  on  the  grounds, 
and  to  assist  the  attendants  generally  in  the  care  and 
observation  of  them. 

53.  Ho  shall  make  no  purchase  whatever  of  seeds 
shrubs,  <fec.,  &c.,  without  a writton  direction  from  the 
Governor ; neither  shall  he  employ  labourers  without  an 
order  to  do  so. 

54.  Ho  is  to  have  a Farm  and  Garden  Book  of  the 
expenditure  and  produce  in  his  department ; and  accu- 
rately enter  in  it  the  amount  of  vegetables  delivered 
by  him  from  time  to  time  for  the  use  of  the  asylum. 


55.  He  shall  be  responsible  for  the  neatness,  order,  Bunns  or 

and  cultivation  of  the  grounds,  and  the  good  condition  the 
of  the  farm.  Central 

Asylum, 

General  Regulations  as  to  the  Patients.  Dundrum. 

56.  Patients  on  admission  shall  be  washed,  cleaned, 

&c.,  &c. ; and  when  examined  as  to  bodily  health  by 
the  Physician,  are  to  be  placed  in  the  division  most 
suitable  to  the  general  symptoms  of  their  mental  affec- 
tion; and  if  not  already  decently  attired,  are  to  be  clad 
in  the  costume  of  the  institution. 

57.  The  hours  for  rising  and  retiring  to  bed  shall  be, 
in  summer  and  winter  respectively:  in  the  former, 
half-past  six  o’clock,  a.m.,  and  half-past  eight,  p.m.; 
in  the  latter,  half-past  seven,  a.m.,  and  eight  p.m.  The 
general  hours  for  meals  shall  be:  breakfast,  half-past 
eight,  a.m. ; dinner,  half-past  one,  p.m.;  supper,  half- 
past six,  P.M. 

58.  The  friends  of  the  patients  may  be  admitted  on 
Tuesdays,  from  ten  o’clock,  a.m.,  to  twelve  o’clock ; on 
Thursdays,  from  three  to  five,  p.m.,  under  the  control 
of  the  Governor ; but  no  stranger  shall  be  allowed  to 
visit  without  an  order  from  the  Chief  or  Under  Secre- 
tary, or  from  the  Inspectors. 

59.  Patients  night  and  morning  to  join,  so  far  as 
practicable,  in  common  prayer;  and  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  of  obligation  to  attend  the  religious  worship  of 
their  respective  creeds. 

60.  On  no  account  whatever,  without  an  express 
order  in  writing  from  the  Chief  or  Under  Secretary, 
will  criminal  lunatics  be  permitted  to  leave  the  precincts 
of  the  asylum. 

61.  As  lunatics,  charged  with  minor  offences,  may  be 
transferred  from  District  Asylums  to  the  Central,  they 
shall,  at  the  discretion  of  his  Excellency,  and  on  the 
report  of  the  Inspectors,  be  subject  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  institutions  from  whence  they  came. 

62.  Any  servant  or  attendant  who  is  guilty  of  harsh- 
ness towards  a lunatic  in  the  D.undrum  Asylum,  either 
in  language,  by  upbraiding  the  unfortunate  individual 
with  the  offence  committed,  or  by  an  act  of  violence, 
shall  be  liable  to  immediate  dismissal,  and  the  loss  of  all 
wages  due  at  the  time. 

(Signed),  Francis  White. 

John  Nugent. 


Documents  and  Cokbespondbnge  relative  to  Additional  Accommodation  fob 
the  Insane. 


Ad-  No.  1.— Memorial  of  the  Wexford  Grand  Jury, 
Accommo-  Spring  Assizes,  1856,  praying  for  a Lunatic 

dation  Asylum  at  Wexford. 

Insanl  To  His  Excellency  George  William  Frederick  Earl  of 

Carlisle,  Lord  Lieutenant  and  General  Governor  of 

Carlow,  Ireland. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  assembled  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  1856. 
Humbly  Sheweth  : 

That  the  county  of  Wexford  is  at  present  comprised 
in  the  Carlow  District  for  the  reception  of  the  Insane 
Poor. 

That  there  are  upwards  of  ninetylunatics  from  the 
county  of  Wexford  now  confined  in  the  District  Hospital, 
in  Carlow;  and  that  in  consequence  of  deficiency  of. 
accommodation,  many  are  retained  in  the  several  Union 
Workhouses,  and  eleven  more  are  now  oonfined  in  the. 
County  Gaol  of  Wexford. 

That  under  the- existing  local  distribution  of  districts 
much  inconvenience  and  expense  is  occasioned  from  the 
over-crowding  of  the  County  Gaol,  and  the  cost  of  trans- 
mission of  lunatics  to  the  District  Hospital  in  Carlow. 


That  the  number  of  lunatics  from  the  county  of  Ad- 
Wexford  Largely  exceeds  that  of  those  from  the  other 
counties  comprised  in  the  said  District.  dation  " 

An  d your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  the  county  fob  the 
of  Wexford  may  be  created  a separate  District  for  the  Insane. 
reception  of  Insane  Poor  under  the  provisions  of  the  rr. 
Act  of  1 & 2 Geo.  IV.,  c.  33.  * 

That  a Hospital  for  the  reception  of  Insane  Poor  may 
he  built  within  the  county  of  Wexford. 

That  the  sum  of  money  contributed  by  the  county  of 
Wexford  for  building  the  District  Hospital  in  Carlow 
may  be  repaid  to  the  said  county  of  Wexford  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Government,  and  sucb  further  sum  maybe 
advanced  on  loan  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  free  of 
interest  (such  loan  to  be  repaid  by  the  said  county  of 
Wexford  in  instalments,  extending  over  the  term  of. 
twenty  years),  as  may  he  required  for  building  an 
Asylum  for  Insane  Poor,  within  the  county  of  Wexford, 
containing  such  accommodation  as  may  be  estimated  to 
be  necessary. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  John  H.  Talbot,  Foreman, 

For  self  and  fellows. 
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An-  No.  2. — Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics 
pmoNAi.  relative  to  a Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  County 

ACCOMMO-  » 

DATio.v  Of  VY  EXFORD. 


Carlow. 


Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle, 
5tli  March,  1856. 

The  Inspectors  fully  coincide  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Memorial  addressed  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county 
Wexford  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and, 
for  the  reasons  assigned  in  it,  would  respectfully  submit 
that  the  county  Wexford  be  separated  from  the  District 
of  the  Carlow  Asylum,  which  would  then  he  restricted 
to  two  counties,  namely,  Kildare  and  Carlow.  The 
Asylum  at  Carlow  was  originally  intended  for  104 
patients;  it  now  contains  (and  without  any  material 
structural  addition)  190  inmates,  exclusive  of  the  staff. 

The  day- rooms  and  dormitories  being  unsuited  to  the 
numbers  placed  in  them,  the  Institution  at  nil  times 
over-crowded,  would  become  dangerously  so  in  case  of 
any  epidemic,  as  there  is  no  infirmary  accommodation 
whatever.  Of  the  present  iumates  eighty-nine  belong 
to  the  couuty  Wexford. 

The  Inspectors  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Carlow 
Asylum  was  confined  to  its  own  county  and  that  of 
Kildare,  it  would  be  a most  judicious  arrangement,  as 
by  it  the  outstanding  lunatics  in  the  two  counties, 
could  be  at  once  accommodated;  whilst  the  existing 
building,  witli  some  slight  interior  alterations,  would 
admit  of  an  infirmary,  chapel,  and  bath-rooms. 

The  geographical  position  of  the  county  Wexford 
renders  it  to  itself  a most  inconvenient  and  expensive 
adjunct  to  the  Carlow  Asylum. 

The  Inspectors,  therefore,  feeling  the  necessity  of  an 
increased  accommodation  lor  the  lunatic  poor  of  the 
existing  District,  and  taking  the  local  statistics  of  in- 
sanity into  consideration,  would  recommend  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  an  Asylum,  capable 
of  containing  180  patients,  be  erected  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Euniseorthy,  for  the  county  of  Wexford,  that  the 
said  county  be  separated  from  the  Carlow  District,  and 
constituted  a District  in  itself. 

(Signed)  Feakcis  White. 

John  Nugent. 


No.  3 — Letter  from  tlie  Commissioners  of  Pub- 
lic Works  relative  to  a Lunatic  Asylum  for 
the  County  Wexford. 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin, 
Sir,  30  th  June,  1856. 

In  returning  herewith  your  reference  of  a Memorial 
from  ’the  Grand  Jury  of  .the  county  of  Wexford,  praying 
for  the  erection  of  a separate  Lunatic  Asylum  for  that 
county,  together  with  a Report  on  the  subject  from  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

I am  directed  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  that  iu  obedience  to 
his  Excellency’s  instructions,  an  inspection  has  been 
made  of  the  old  Palace  and  grounds  at  Perns,  and  of  the 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Euniseorthy,  with  a view  to 
ascertain  if  a proper  site  could  be  obtained  for  the  pro- 
posed New  Asylum. 

It  appears  that  the  old  Palace  is  not  capable  of  bein'1- 
converted  into  a Lunatic  Asylum  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangements  now  in  force,  and  approved  of,  for  such 
buildings;  and  the  grounds  being  low,  with  no  view 
whatever  from  them,  there  is  no  inducement  for  select- 
ing it  as  the  site  of  the  New  Asylum. 

At  Enniscorthy  there  are  a few  go.od  sites,  affording 
a southerly  aspect  for  the  front  of  the  building.  About 
twenty  acres,  statute,  would  be  required;  and  so  far  as 
the  Board  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  without  com- 
municating with  the  owners,  the  cost,  per  aero,  will 
vary  from.  £50  to  £100,  according  to  the  distance  from 
the  town.  • 

The  accompanying  plans,  for  a building  to  accommo- 
date 180  patients,  BhowS  the  general  arrangements  for 
patients  and  officers,  which  might  be  suitable  for  this 
New  Asylum — to  be  built  of  bricks,  with  granite  quoins 


and  dressings.  It  is  to  be  observed  that,  good  buildin*  , 
stone  and  lime  are  scarce  at  Enniscorthy.  ard  the  granite  iutiosh 
is  brought  a distance  of  eight  miles  by  hind.  Without  AcC(mso. 
taking  out  quantities,  which  in  the  present  stage  would  nA™» 

appear  to  be  unnecessary,  an  approximate  estimate  bv  i*  - T.".E 

the  square,  may  be  assumed  as  sufficient  to  enable  tlie 
Grand  Jury  to  come  to  a decision ; and  by  this  mode  of  rnrU'- 
calculation — 

£ Sl/ 

The  Main  Buildingand  Offices  would  cost,  about,  21,32/i  0 O 
Purchase  of  Land,  . . . . . . Ii2oo  o o 

Furniture  and  Fitments 3,384  o o 

Architect's  Fees.  Salary  of  Clerk  of  Works,  ’ 
and  Contingencies, 2,471  o o 


28,35!)  O 0 

Twenty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds. 

I have,  die.,  Ac., 

(Signed)  E.  Hornsby. 

Colonel  Larcom,  r.e.,  die.,  Ac-,  die., 

Dublin  Castle. 


No.  4. — Letter  of  Colonel  Larcom  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  County  Wexford  Grand  Jury. 

Dublin  Castle,  Julv  2,  1856. 
Sir, 

With  reference  to  the  Memorial  from  the  Grand 
Jury,  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  for  the  county  Wexford, 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a separate  Lunatic  Asylum 
for  that  county,  I am  directed  by  the  Lovd  Lieutenant 
to  transmit  a copy  of  a Report,  together  with  a Plan, 
which  has  been  furnished  to  his  Excellency  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

I am,  die.,  &c., 

(Signed)  Thos.  A.  Larcom. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury, 

County  Wexford. 


No.  5. — Resolution  of  Wexford  Grand  .Jury, 
Summer  Assizes,  1856. 

Grand  Jury  Room,  Wexford, 
Summer  Assizes,  1S5G. 

Resolved, — That  this  Grand  Jury  having  fully  con- 
sidered the  letter  of  Colonel  Larcom,  conveying  his 
Excellency’s  approval  of  a previous  Resolution  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  Wexford,  is  prepared  to  erect 
a Lunatic  Asylum  for  the  reception  of  200  patients,  at 
a cost  not  to  exceed  £20,000 ; and  that  for  this  purpose 
it  will  direct  the  County  Surveyor  to  prepare  plans, 
which  shall  be  duly  submitted  for  his  Excellency’s  ap- 
proval. 

The  Graud  Jury  further  is  of  opinion,  that  it  could 
erect  such  an  Asylum,  subject  to  any  Government  In- 
spection while  in  progress,  at  a cheaper  cost  on  the 
county  than  the  Board  of  Works  think  necessary. 

(Signed)  James  Power,  Foreman. 


No.  6 — Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jury,  County 
Carlow,  Summer  Assizes,  1856,  against  Wex- 
ford Lunatic  Asylum. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Lord  Lieutenant 
General,  and  the  Right  Honourable  the  Privy  Council 
of  Ireland,  in  Council  assembled. 

The  bumble  Petition  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county 
of  Carlow,  assembled  at  Summer  Assizes,  1856. 
Sheweth : 

That  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Carlow  was  at  first  built 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  lunatics  of  Carlow,  Kil- 
dare, Wexford,  and  Kilkenny;  that  the  expense  of 
building  was  defrayed  by  these  four  counties. 

That  it  is  understood  that  the  county  of  Wexford  is 
about  to  erect  an  Asylum  of  its  own;  Kilkenny  has 
already  done  so  ; and  have  or  are  about  to  apply  to  the 
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Ad-  cess-payers  of  the  county  of  Carlow  to  refund  the  money 
wl,ich  Sai'1  two  counties  originally  contributed  towards 
dation  tl,e  Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum. 

rou  the  That  the  Grand  Jury,  as  representatives  of  the  cess- 
Insane.  payers  of  Carlow,  would  object  to  this  application,  as 
Cai-iou-  r'18  SI,,"S  80  con trilmteil  by  Wexford  and  Kilkenny  was 
for  their  own  accommodation,  and  have  been  expended 
on  that  object  without  any  benefit  to  the  county  of 
Carlow ; and  if  the  cess-payers  of  said  county  arc  obliged 
to  refund  the  sums  expended  in  the  erection  of  the 
Asylum,  they  will  have  to  pay  for  advantages  enjoyed 
by  other  counties,  and  will  have  thrown  on  their  hands 
a largo  building  and  stafl'  far  larger  than  tlieir  require- 
ments, therefore  useless  to  them,  and  demanding  a con- 
siderable outlay  every  year  to  maintain  the  building. 

The  Grand  J nry  of  the  county  of  Carlow,  therefore, 
pray  that  the  insane  patients  of  the  county  of  Wexford 
may  not  be  removed  to  a separate  establishment,  so  long 
as  the  Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum  affords  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  them. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  M'Clintocsk  Bun  hurt,  Foreman. 

Thomas  Butler,  Bart.,  Ballintemple. 

Henry  Bruen,  Oakpark. 

It.  Clayton  Browne,  Brownshill. 

R.  J.  Paul,  Bart.,  Paulville. 

Horace  Rociifort,  Clogrenan. 

William  T.  Burton,  Burton  Hall. 

E.  Stopeord,  Borris. 

P.  J.  Newton,  Dunleckny. 

W.  Puckett,  Russelstown  Park. 

J.  H.  Eustace,  Castlemore. 

John  Alexander,  Milford. 

John  James  Lecky,  Ballykealy. 

Saaiuel  Eliott,  Piaeroguc. 

1-Iuoh  Faulkner,  Castletown. 

Charles  I)oyne,  Newtown  Park. 

John  Watson,  Ballydarton. 

John  J.  Watson,  Rilconnor. 

D.  Herring  Cooper,  Hanover  House. 

Saaiuel  II.  Watson,  Lumcloore. 


No.  7. — Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics 

on  the  Memorial  of  die  Carlow  Grand  Jury. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
Dublin  Castle,  29th  July,  185G. 

The  Inspectors  have  the  honour  to  report,  with  re- 
ference to  the  accompanying  Memorial  from  the  Grand 
J ury  of  the  county  of  Carlow  to  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  that  the  Carlow  Asylum  was  opened, 
in  1832,  for  tlio  reception  of  104  patients,  belonging  to 
tlie  district  comprised  in  the  Counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare, 
Wexford,  and  Kilkenny.  That  the  hist  named  county 
was  constituted  a district  in  itself  in  1S52,  on  the  erec- 
tion of  an  asylum  (already  full)  near  the  city  of  Kil- 
kenny, for  100  lunatics. 

The  Carlow  Asylum,  without  any  structural  additions 
to  the  original  bnilding,  contains,  at  present,  200  pa- 
tients, it  is  consequently  over-crowded,  and  has  no 
chapel  or  infirmary  accommodation. 

Of  the  200  patients  in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  eiglity- 
six  belong  to  Wexford,  which  county  has  further  in  its 
prisons  twenty-six  dangerous  lunatics,  besides  sixty-four 
at  large  and  in  poorbuuses.  Independent  of  the  above, 
there  are  forty  outstanding  lunatics  in  the  counties  of 
Carlow  and  Kildare,  and  five  in  the  gaols  of  the  latter 
county. 

It  is  thus  evident,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a doubt, 
that  fresh  asylum  accommodation  is  required  for  the 
threo  comities  attached  to  the  existing  Carlow  Institu- 
tion. That  accommodation  must  be  effected  in  one  of 
the  two  ways,  either  by  enlarging  the  Carlow  Asylum, 
which  would  also  be  attended  with  considerable  expense} 
or  by  converting  the  large,  distant,  and  almost  insulated 
county  ol'  Wexford  into  a district  for  itself. 

The  latter  plan  would  seem  the  most  equitable  and 
practically  good,  and,  therefore,  most  economical  ar- 
rangement. 

(Signed),  John  Nugent. 
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Comparative  Populations. 

County  of  Wexford,  ....  180,793  ditional 

County  anil  City  of  Kilkenny,  . . 153,652  Accommo- 

ICildare  and  Carlow,  ....  163,615  dation 


Kilkenny  has  an  asylum  for  itself,  capable  to  contain  tisane* 

160  patients,  and  is  fully  occupied.  

(Signed),  J.  N.  Carlow' 

To  the  Under-Secretary,  &c.,  drc. 

No.  8. — Memorial  from  the  Cess-payers  of  the 
County  of  Carlow. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  ic.,  tfec. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

We,  the  cess-payers  of  the  county  of  Carlow,  assembled 
by  public  requisition,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent 
to  your  Excellency  that  we  have  learned,  with  great 
alarm  and  dissatisfaction,  that  measures  are  in  progress  to 
separate  the  county  of  Wexford  from  this  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum District,  to  which  it  has  been  hitherto  annexed. 

That  we  consider  such  separation  would  be  unjust  to 
this  county,  and  would  inflict  on  us  an  enormous  amount 
of  taxation. 

That  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Carlow  was  originally 
built  for  the  counties  Carlow,  Kildare,  Wexford,  and 
Kilkenny,  and  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  at  an  expense,  in 
round  numbers,  of  £23,000,  all  of  which  has  been  long 
since  repaid  to  the  Government. 

_ That  the  county  of  Kilkenny  was  separated  from  this 
district  in  1852,  and  that  your  Memorialists  have  rea- 
son to  fear  that  a large  sum  will  be  awarded  in  that 
case  as  repayment  to  that  county. 

That  if  the  county  of  Wexford  be  now  also  separated 
from  this  district,  another  sum,  of  at  least  the  same 
amount,  will  have  to  he  repaid  by  Carlow  and  Kildare  ; 
and  thus  these,  the  two  smallest  counties  of  the  original 
district,  will  not  only  be  compelled  to  pay  the  entire  of 
the  large  outlay  of  £23,000,  but  will  also  have  thrown 
on  tlieir  taxation  the  expenses  of  an  institution  far  too 
large  for  their  wants,  and  originally  erected  for  four 
counties. 

That  the  Asylum  at  Carlow  actually  contains  at  pre- 
sent 200  patients,  whilst  the  numbers  from  Carlow  and 
Kildare  now  in  it  only  amount  to  115. 

That  if  additional  accommodation  be  required  for  the 
lunatic  poor  of  the  present  district,  your  Memorialists 
respectfully  beg  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that 
this  may  be  provided  by  enlarging  the  present  asylum 
to  a sufficient  extent. 

That  by  so  enlarging  the  asylum,  the  lunatic  poor 
pi  the  district  may  be  maintained  far  more  economically 
than  by  erecting  a new  asylum  in  Wexford,  as  the 
charge  for  what  may  be  called  the  staff  of  the  Institute, 
and  establishment  charges,  now  amounting  to  nearly 
£1,700  per  annum,  would  remain  the  same;  and  it  is 
also  well  known  that  the  larger  the  number  in  such  an 
establishment,  the  cheaper  is  the  average  rate  of  each 
patient. 

That  we  contend  that  an  expenditure  of  £12,000 
shared  proportionately  between  the  three  counties  would 
afford  accommodation  for  about  200  additional  patients, 
thereby  enabling  us  to  give  to  Wexford  all  the  room 
that  county  would  require. 

That  by  adopting  this  plan,  Wexford  would  probably 
have  to  pay,  as  her  share,  about  £6,000.  By  adopting 
the  plan  of  a new  asylum,  she  would  be  burdened  with 
the  sum  of,  say  at  the  very  least,  of  £20,000  (less  by 
our  contribution  of  repayment),  and  also  with  the 
additional  sum  anuually  of  £1,300  for  establishment 
charges. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  great  injustice  which 
would  be  inflicted  on  your  Memorialists,  if  the  counties 
of  Carlow  and  Kildare  were  now  burthened  with  a large 
sum  in  repayment  to  Wexford,  in  addition  to  their  for- 
mer payments  on  their  own  account,  and  also  consider- 
ing the  heavy  annual  expense  to  them  of  keeping  up  so 
large  an  institution,  and  the  far  more  economical  plan 
suggested  of  enlarging  tlie  present  asvlum,  to  which 
4 A 
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An.  enlargement  your  Memorialists  arc  perfectly  willing  to 
ditional  contribute  their  proportion,  we  respectfully  pray  your 
Accosimo-  Excellency  to  refuse  your  sanction  to  the  proposed 
separation  of  the  county  of  Wexford  from  this  district. 
Insane.  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

' John  Newton, 

Carlow.  Higli-ShcrilF,  County  Carlow. 

6th  January,  1857. 


No,  9. — Resolution  of  the  County  Carlow 
Grand  Jury.  Spring  Assizes,  1857. 

County  of  Carlow,  Grand  Jury  Boom, 
lGth  March,  1S57. 

Tbe  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Carlow,  assembled 
at  Spring  Assizes,  view  with  much  dissatisfaction  the 
movement  which  has  been  made  towards  separating  the 
county  Wexford  from  the  Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum 
District. 

They  feel  confident  that  the  present  asylum  will 
afford  ample  accommodation  for  the  demands  on  it  from 
the  present  district,  provided  the  Incurable  Lunatics, 
who  amount  to  at  least  one-half  of  the  inmates,  be 
removed  from  the  house,  and  a District  Hospital  built 
for  that  purpose,  and  thus  make  the  establishment  a 
curative  one,  for  which  purpose  they  submit  it  was 
originally  intended. 

That  by  the  returns  of  the  different  lunatic  asylums, 
it  appears  that  fully  one-half  of  the  inmates  are  incur- 
able, and  can  he  maintained  at  a much  less  rate  by 
removing  them  to  a District  Asylum,  built  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  thus  ample  accommodation  can  he  afforded  for 
the  admission  of  all  lunatics  of  the  district  as  it  now  is. 

Resolved — That  tho  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury  be 
directed  to  transmit  a copy  of  tho  above  resolution  to 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

For  Self  and  Fellows, 

John  Newton,  Foreman. 


No.  10. — Resolution  of  Kildare  Grand  Jury. 
Spring  Assizes,  1857. 

Resolved — That  a Committee  be  appointed  of  tbe 
undernamed,  to  confer  with  the  county  Carlow  Gover- 
nors of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  for  tho  purpose  of 
adopting  such  measures  as  inay  appeal'  advisable  to 
prevent  tbe  withdrawing  of  tbe  county  of  Wexford  from 
the  costs  of  maintaining  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum  at 
Carlow,  and  to  protest  against  the  counties  of  Kildare 
and  Carlow  being  chargeable  with  any  part  of  the  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred  for  the  erection  of  a new  lunatic 
asylum  for  the  accommodation  of  the  county  of  Wexford 
exclusively. 

The  Marquis  of  Kildare.  Edward  More  O’Eerrall,  Esq. 

Sir  Gerd.  G.  Aylmer,  Bart.  George  Latten  Mansfield,  Esq. 

The  County  Members  for  Kil-  Patrick  Swcctman,  Esq. 

dare.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Esq. 

John  H.  Nangle,  Esq.  Robert  Cassidy,  Esq. 


Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum  cost,  . . £22,522  10  4 

Repayments  ordered  iu  1852  for  Kilkenny 

County, 6,736  5 6 

Of  this  sum  Carlow  is,  by  Privy  Council  and 


City  Warrant,  charged  with  £1, 249  3 2 in  28  Instalments. 
Kildare,  ....  1,659  17  3 
Wexford,  . . . . 2,802  0 1 


No.  11.. — Lettbr  from  Robert  Clayton  Browne, 
Esft.,  j.p.,  d.l.,  to  Commissioners. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy  for  Ireland. 
Gentlemen, 

Accordingto  your  suggestions,  at  our  interviewwith 
you  on  29th  of  October,  and  also  in  consequence  of  your 
letter  of  3rd  November,  informing  this  Board  of  your 
willingness  to  receive  any  statement  we  may  think  ne- 
cessary to  lay  before  you,  relative  to  providing  accom- 
modation for  the  Lunatic  Poot  of  the  District,  we  beg 
leave  to  offer  you  the  following  observations. 

This  asylum  is  capable  of  accommodating  198  patients. 
It  is.  now  full ; and  we  have  ascertained  thait  on  the 


1st  November  there  were  in  the  several  gaols  and  work-  Ad- 
houses  of  the  district,  seventy-three  lunatics,  and  also  mtional 
forty-five  idiots,  and  thirteen  epileptics — these  last  two  Acco“»o- 
classes  arc  at  present  inadmissible,  and  we  submit  should 
not  be  placed  in  a curative  establishment  such  as  ours ; Insane. 
but  even  supposing  all  were  to  be  placed  in  this  asylum,  ; — 
accommodation  should  be  provided  for  131  additional  Carfao' 

Now  this,  we  think,  could  be  done  by  enlarging  this 
asylum,  and  wc  have  reason  to  believe  this  enlargement 
could  be  effected  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  for  an 
outlay  of  from  ,£10,000  to  .£12,000,  of  which  the  coun- 
ties of  Carlow  and  Kildare  are  willing  to  pay  their  due 
proportion. 

We  submit  that  by  so  enlarging  this  asylum,  whilst 
the  wants  of  the  district  would  be  fully  supplied,  the 
annual  expense  of  the  patients  would  bo  much  less  than 
if  a new  asylum  were  built  for  the  county  Wexford,  as 
lately  proposed,  for  the  present  staff  of  officers  would 
answer  for  the  enlarged  asylum,  a few  additional  ser- 
vants only  being  required;  and  we  also  submit,  that  if 
the  county  Wexford  be  separated  from  this  district,  to 
which  it  has  been  annexed  from  tbe  opening  of  the 
asylum,  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Kildare  will  not  only 
have  to  repay  that  county  the  large  sum  of  from  £7,000 
to  £S,000,  but  will  also  have  thrown  on  their  hands 
a house  and  staff  far  too  large  for  their  requirements, 
this  asylum  having  been  originally  built  for  four  coun- 
ties, one  of  which  has  been  already  separated  from  the 
original  district.  This,  we  submit,  would  not  be  just  to 
Carlow  and  Kildare. 

Wc  are  unwilling  to  make  any  observations  on  the 
financial  statistics  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  but  we 
would  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  these  facts,  that  if  a 
new  asylum  be  built  for  that  county,  it  could  not  be 
erected  for  less  than  £35,000,  judging  from  the  asylums 
lately  built  in  Kilkenny  and  Sligo ; whilst,  if  this  asylum 
bo  extended  as  we  propose,  so  as  fully  to  accommodate 
all  tbe  possible  wants  of  the  entire  district  as  at  present 
constituted,  tho  proportion  of  the  expenditure  which 
Wexford  would  have  to  contribute,  would  not  exceed 
£6,000.  Aiul  further,  the  annual  expense  per  head 
would  be  far  more  in  tlio  new  asylum  in  Wexford  than 
it  would  he  in  our  asylum,  extended  as  we  propose,  as 
an  entirely  new  staff  of  officers  should  be  provided,  and 
it  is  now  clearly  ascertained  that  a large  number  of 
patients  can  always  be  maintained  more  economically 
on  the  average  than  a smaller  one. 

Wc,  therefore,  respectfully  request  yon  will  take  these 
circumstances  into  your  consideration,  and  prevent  so 
serious  and  unnecessary  an  outlay  as  would  be  incurred 
by  building  a new  asylum  in  Wexford,  when  a much 
smaller  expenditure  would  fully  meet  all  the  wants  of 
the  district,  and  would  also  be  free  from  tbe  injustice 
towards  the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Kildare  to  which 
we  have  already  called  your  attention. 

We  have  heard  that  one  argument  advanced  iu  favour 
of  a new  asylum  in  Wexford  is  the  distance  of  that 
town  from  Carlow.  Now,  on  this  point,  we  would  observe, 
that  there  is  at  this  moment  a direct  railway  communi- 
cation in  progress  between  these  two  towns,  which  will 
be  opened  long  before  a new  institution  could  he  finished 
and  fit  for  the  reception  of  patients,  and  that  the  exten- 
sion of  this  asylum  would  provide  for  the  lunatic  poor 
of  the  district,  far  more  speedily  than  the  erection  of  a 
new  one  in  the  county  Wexford. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  . 

R.  Clayton  Browne,  Chairman. 

Board  Room,  Carlow  Lunatic  Asylum. 

19th  November,  1856. 


No.  1. — Letter  from  T.  Connolly,  Esq.,  m.p.,  to  ^ 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  Memorial  of  the 
Donegal  Grand  Jury.  Spring  Assizes,  1856. 

Castletown,  March  17th,  1856. 

My  Lord, 

I have  the  honour  of  forwarding,  by  this  day’s  post, 
a memorial  upon  the  subject  of  the  admission  of  harmless 
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An-  idiots,  epileptics,  and  imbeciles  to  our  county  lunatic 
ditional  asylum,  rather  than  allowing  them,  as  at  present,  to  be 
supported  in  the  union  workhouses  by  local  taxation. 
jortue  The  memorial  is  signed  unanimously  by  the  whole 
Insane.  of  the  Grand  J ury,  at  Spring  Assizes. 

The  inducement  thus  held  out  to  shift  the  local  into 

L<krry'  a C0UI,ty  charge,  is  such  as  while  it  exonorates  those 
who  are  naturally  chargeable  with  the  support  of  these 
poor  creatures,  it  is  calculated  to  increase  so  rapidly 
tho  number  to  be  accommodated,  that  before  long 
another  arrangement  must  be  adopted,  increasing  the 
room  for  their  reception. 

The  County  Members  have  been  requested  to  lay 
these  considerations  before  your  Excellency,  and  I will 
do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  your  Excellency 
upon  the  subject,  should  you  desire  it. 

It  is  my  duty  now  to  leave  the  papers  in  your  Ex- 
cellency’s hands,  praying  for  an  answer  addressed  to 
tho  County  Members  at  your  Excellency’s  convenience. 

I have,  Ac., 

(Signed)  Thomas  Connolly. 


JJo.  2. — Memorial  of  the  Donegal  Grand  J dry, 
at  Spuing  Assizes,  1856.  (Enclosure  in  No.  1.) 

Court-house,  Lifford, 

March  14  th,  185G. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  tlic  undersigned,  tho  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of 
tho  county  of  Donegal,  assembled  at  Lent  Assizes,  185G, 
beg  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  extreme  im- 
policy of  opening  tho  lunatic  asylums  to  the  admis- 
sion of  harmless  idiots,  epileptics,  imbeciles,  and  luna- 
tics, as  doing  so  would  lead  to  such  an  extension  of 
those  institutions  as  would  entail  on  this  and  other 
counties  an  amount  of  taxation  which  would  be  at- 
tended with  tho  most  ruinous  consequences,  and  with- 
out any  compensating  advantages.  It  is  quite  evident, 
from  tho  accompanying  statement,  that  it  would  involve 
an  annual  expenditure  in  tho  counties  of  Derry  and 
Donegal  greater  in  amount  than  the  whole  poor  law 
expenditure  with  the  medical  charities  included,  and 
we  would  beg  to  draw  your  Excellency’s  serious  atten- 
tion to  that  statement  in  which  our  viows  on  this 
momentous  and  serious  question  arc  fully  shown ; and 
we  feci  assured  that  tho  Irish  Government,  on  ma- 
turely considering  this  matter,  will  hesitate  to  take 
any  stop  which  may  lead  to  such  serious  consequences, 
anil  that  it  will  bo  influenced  by  this  remonstrance 
against  wbat  wo  consider  would  be  a most  formidable 
evil. 

W.  H.  M.  Style,  High  Sheriff. 

E.  Hayes,  Bart.,  Foreman. 

Thos.  Connolly,  m.p.,  d.l. 

Jas.  Stewart,  Bart.,  J.P.,  d.l. 

R.  H'Olintock,  j.p.,  d.l. 

Thos.  BNooke,  j.p.,  d.l. 

Alex.  Hamilton,  j.p. 

J.  Harvey,  j.p.,  d.l. 

Jas.  S.  Dougherty. 

George  A.  Hill. 

Robert  Bateson,  Bart.,  j.p.,  d.l. 

James  G.  Wood,  j.p. 

Alex.  J.  R Stewart,  j.p.,  d.l. 

W.  Sinclair. 

J.  Ferguson. 

J.  Johnston. 

Thomas  Brett,  j.p- 

John  Vandeleur  Stewart,  d.l. 

B.  Humfrey,  j.p. 

William  Fenwick,  j.p. 

W.  D.  Humphreys. 

John  Gordon  Bowen. 

John  Cookran,  j.p. 

Robert  Russell,  j.p. 


No.  3. — Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  Londonderry  Lunatic  Asylum. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Governors  and  Directors 
of  the  lunatic  asylum,  held  in  the  asylum  on  17th  day 
of  March,  pursuant  to  the  following  requisition : — 


Ad- 


ditional 
Accommo- 
dation 
FOR  THE 

Insane. 


To  the  Manager  of  the  Londonderry  District  Lunatic  deny. 
Asylum. 


Sin,— We,  tiie  undersigned,  being  Governors  and  Directors 
of  tho  Londonderry  Lunatic  Asylum,  hereby  request  you  will 
convene  a special  meeting  of  the  Governors,  to  be  held  in  the 
hoard-room  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  on  Monday,  the  17th  day 
of  March,  1SS6,  at  the  hour  of'  twelve  o’clock,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  motion  of  John  V.  Stewart,  Esq.,  of  which  he 
gave  notice  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  the  8th  inst., 
to  ba  brought  before  the  next  monthly  meeting,  which  is  im- 
practicable, it  falling  on  tlic  Grown  day  at  the  Lifford  Assizes. 

A printed  copy  of  Mr.  Stewart's  resolution  to  be  forwarded 
to  eacli  Dircc:or. 

(Signed)  Robert  Bateson. 

B.  G.  Humfrey. 

J.  A.  Stewart. 


Members  present : 


Sir  E.  Hayes,  Bart.,  m.p.,  I 
Chairman. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson,  Bart. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart.  j 
J.  A.  Stewart,  Esq.  j 

Thomas  Brett,  Esq. 

A.  ,T.  K.  Stewart,  Esq.  j 

Benjamin  E.  Humfrey,  Esq.| 


William  Eenwick,  Esq. 
John  C.  Bowen,  Esq. 
Rev.  E.  Bmven. 

John  Ferguson,  Esq. 
John  Harvey,  Esq. 

J.  Nugent,  Esq.,  m.d., 
Inspector-General. 


Resolved  unanimously — That  the  Governors  of  the 
lunatic  asylum  have  the  strongest  objection  to  make 
any  addition  to  the  institution  at  Londonderry,  at  tho 
same  time  they  admit  that  further  accommodation  for 
lunatics  is  necessary  and  desirable;  and  tbey  would 
prefer  to  be  empowered  to  convert  one  of  the  poor- 
houses  in  the  county  of  Donegal  into  an  efficient  asy- 
lum for  that  county,  for  the  care  of  lunatics  as  well  as 
incurables,  and  which  appears  to  he  very  practicable. 

Resolved — That  the  preceding  resolution  having  been 
adopted,  after  a full  discussion  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  John  Vandeleur  Stewart,  Esq.,  a copy  of 
them  to  he  also  forwarded  to  the  Under-Secretary,  for 
tlic  consideration  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

(Signed)  E.  S.  Hayes,  Chairman. 


No.  4. — Resolution  of  J.  V.  Stewart,  Esq., 
(referred,  to  in  No.  3). 


At  a meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Londonderry 
Lunatic  Asylum,  held  on  the  8th  February,  1856,  Mr. 
John  Vandeleur  Stewart  gave  notice  that  he  would 
propose  the  following  resolutions  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Governors,  or  at  a special  meeting  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose : — 

Resolved— That  we  considor  it  to  be  highly  inexpedient  to 
adopt  the  proposition  of  adding  to  this  asylum,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodating  in  it  the  “idiots,  epileptics,  imbeciles, 
and  lunatics  ” now  maintained  in  the  union  workhouses,  for 


the  following  reasons : — 

1st.  Because  we  view  with  the  utmost  alarm  the  first  intro- 
duction of  the  novel  principle  of  making  the  lunatic  asylums 
the  receptacles  for  “incurable  and  harmless  idiots,  and  im- 
becile poor”  (as  the  Lunatic  Commissioners  call  them)  these 
institutions  having  been  originally  founded  on  the  express 
principle  of  being  only  open  to  curable  cases,  and  no  others 
allowed  to  be  admitted,  as  proved  by  security  being  taken  for 
their  removal,  if  the  cases  prove  incurable. 

2nd.  Because  we  believe  that  those  “harmless  idiots”  are 
as  well  cared  for  in  the  workhouses  as  is  consistent  with  their 
condition  of  life,  where  there  are  so  many  idle  persons  to  look 
after  them;  and  better  than  they  could  be,  mixed  up  with 
violent  maniacs  in  these  asylums. 

3rd.  Because  the  certain  effect  of  removing  so  many  incura- 
ble cases,  which  the  workhouse  idiots  are  almost  without  ex- 
ception, must  be  to  swamp  the  asylum  with  incurables,  and 
preclude  at  once  the  admission  of  curable  cases.  Thus,  if  those 
iu  the  workhouses  iu  Derry  and  Donegal  are  to  be  removed 
into  this  asylum,  the  incurables  will  stand  as  follows : — 


Incurables  at  present  in  the  asylum,  as  stated  in  the  Com- 


missioners’ Report, 188 

Imbeciles  in  workhouse  in  Derry, 49 

Imbeciles  in  workhouses  in  Donegal,  ....  40 


4 A 2 
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Ad-  Now,  tlie  result  of  the  accompanying  table,  which  shows 
ditional  the  working  of  this  asylum,  during  a period  of  twenty-four 
Accommo-  years,  up  to  1854,  makes  the — 

DATION  Admissions  to  have  been 2,198 

FOR  THE  Of  these  (stated)  to  be  recovered, 1 ,080 

Insane.  — 

Leaving,  therefore,  incurable, 1,118 

London-  And  of  these  there  died  in  the  asylum,  ....  528 

Leaviug  incurables  who  lived, 590 


6th.  Because  the  extension  of  such  a system  would  be  ruin- 
ous to  the  rate-payers,  as  is  proved  conclusively  by  the  follow- 
ing figures : — 

Per  Head. 

In  present  asylums  in  Ireland,  3,522,  at  £13  10s.  = £65,157 


Iu  workhouses  in  Ireland, 

Annual  cost,  adding  workhouse 
lunatics  alone. 

Add  to  this  those  now  at  large, 


2,300,  at  £18  10s.  = 


niTIONAL 

Accommo- 


:17-UII°  Insane. 


it  £18  10s.  = 133,755 


And  this  latter  number  divided  by  24  (the  number  of  years 
specified)  gives  au  annual  addition  of  25  incurables,  although 
the  annual  admissions  averaged  only  91 ; so  that  on  the  actual 
experience  of  twenty-four  years,  27J  per  cent,  of  those  sent 
here  ns  curable  cases,  proved  to  be  incurable,  and  lived.  The 
greater  proportion  of  these  incurables  had  to  be  discharged 
from  time  to  time,  to  make  room  for  curable  cases ; or  the 
asylum  must,  at  that  rate  of  increase,  have  become  a mere 
“idiot  ward”  in  less  than  eight  years  from  its  opening.  But 
if  these  Incurables  are  in  future  to  be  retained  (which  they 
must  be,  in  common  consistency,  if  all  the  workhouse  incura- 
ble idiots  are  to  be  forced  into  it),  it  is  perfectly  manifest 
that  it  will  take  only  four  years,  at  the  same  rate  of  increase, 
to  absorb  the  proposed  addition  of  100  beds,  even  without  the 
admission  of  a siugle  lunatic  from  the  workhouses.  And  the 
recent  removal  of  all  the  Tyrone  lunatics  from  this  asylum,  aud 
its  present  crowded  state,  prove  how  quickly  the  vacuum  is 
filled  up,  aud  that  the  same  reasons  which  arc  now  urged  for 
this  addition  of  100,  must  be  used  again  and  again  with  tenfold 
force,  before  this  asylum  can  include  all  the  incurable  idiots 
of  both  counties. 

4th.  Because  the  removal  of  such  incurable  cases  from  the 
workhouse  to  the  asylums  must  certainly  lead  to  a rapid 
influx  of  similar  cases  now  at  large  into  those  workhouses, 
sent  there  with  the  express  object  of  relieving  their  families 
from  their  support,  by  forcing  them  through  the  workhouses 
into  the  asylums.  And  it  is  especially  to  be  recollected,  that 
every  idiot  being  unable  to  support  liimsclf  at  tlie  age  of  six- 
teen, is,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a pauper,  for  whose  support  his 
family  is  in  no  way  answerable,  and  he  can  claim  admission 
into  the  workhouse,  or  may  be  forced  into  it  by  his  family, 
and  thus  be  transferred  to  the  asylum  a prisoner  for  life,  at  n 
cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  £18  10s.  per  annum.  And  each 
electorate  will  facilitate  the  process,  and  be  but  too  ready  to 
shift  the  local  into  a county  charge,  by  the  transfer  to  the 
asylum. 

And  of  this  motive  there  is  more  than  one  example  in  this 
asylum,  where  friends  in  independent  circumstances,  and  able 
to  support  the  lunatic,  have  left  her  in  an  incurable  state 
within  its  walls.  And  the  extent  to  which  this  is  likely  to 
operate  will  be  apparent  from  the  Lunatic  Inspectors'  lieport ; 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  venture  to  deny,  that  in 
making  it,  they  did  not  look  to  the  workhouses,  as  the  means 
of  ultimately  introducing  into  the  asylums  all  the  lunatic  poor 
in  Ireland.  They  state  that  there  are  at  present  in  Ireland 

In  the  asylums, 3 322 

At  large, 7 230 

In  workhouses ' 2$00 

12,752 

And  of  these  there  arc  in  the  two  counties  of  Derry  and 
Donegal— 

In  Derry  Asylum, 210 

Iu  workhouses  in  both  counties, 89 

At  large  in  both  couuties, G50 

Number  to  be  accommodated, 94g 

5th.  Because  the  cost  of  maintaining  these  idiots  in  the 
union  workhouses  is  nearly  one-third  of  that  incurred  in  keep- 
ing them  in  the  asylums : — 

£ s.  d. 

Iu  the  one  case  heinf  (in  workhouses),  . . . 7 10  0 

In  the  other  (in  asylums), 19  0 0 


Total,  . . 12,750  £235,912 

That  is  a sum  amounting  to  one-third  of  the  entire  main- 
tenance, cost,  staff,  and  medical  charities  of  the  whole  paupers 
of  Ireland.  But  if  we  take  the  same  data  for  the  counties  of 
Derry  and  Donegal,  we  arrive  at  the  following  startling 


In  present  asylum  iu  Derry,  . . 210  at  £18  10s.  = £3,085 

In  workhouses  iu  Derry  aud  Donegal,  09  at  £111  10s.  = l.o'-lO 


.Annual  cost,  adding  workhouse  lu- 
natics only,  .... 
Add  to  this  at  largo  in  Derry  and 
Donegal,  ..... 


= 5,531 
£10  10s.  = 12,025 


Total  cost  of.  . 949  £17,556 

Now,  £17,556  amounts  on  the  Poor  Law  Valuation  of  both 
counties  together  (£55-1,583)  to  a rate  of  7 Id.  in  the  pound ; 
and  on  Griffith's  Valuation  (£445,479)  to  a rate  of  «>-></.  in  the 
pound.  But  tlu;  total  Pour  Law  expenditure  of  both  counties, 
including  staff,  medical  charities,  and  all  other  expenses,  was  in 
1854— 

£ s.  d. 

For  the  county  of  Derry, 8,246  7 2 

And  for  Donegal, 8,585  1 7 2 

T..tal  iu  'noth  counties,  . . 16,932  4 4 

Being  at  the  rate  of  only  7]d.  in  the  pound  on  the  Poor  Law 
Valuation,  and  of  9Jd.  on  Mr.  Griffith's;  and,  therefore, 
showing  that  too  expenditure  for  lunatics  would,  iu  these  two 
counties,  exceed  by  £624  the  whole  Poor  Law  expenditure  in 
them.  And  to  this  expenditure  would  have  to  be  added  the 
cost  of  building  additional  accommodation  for  739  additional 
lunatics  in  the  two  counties,  and  the  interest  on  the  capital 
expended  in  that  purpose. 

And,  therefore,  although  the  Government  or  Commissioners 
limy,  for  the  present,  disclaim  the  intention  of  forcing  those 
lunatics  who  are  now  at  large  into  the  asylum,  yet  by  trans- 
ferring the  workhouse  idiots  into  it,  they  virtually  udopt  a 
principle  which  must  soon  lead  to  it.  We,  therefore,  view 
this  proposal  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  100 
lunatics  as  a matter  of  the  most  serious  importance,  and  as 
the  beginning  of  a system  of  extension  to  which  we  can  see  no 
end;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  nou>  in  the  time  to  decide 
whether  we  are  prepared  tamely  to  transform  this  institution 
into  one  for  avowedly  incurable  cases,  and,  as  a necessary  con- 
sequence of  that  change,  to  incur  the  ruinous  expenditure 
which  it  is  clear  must  follow ; as  it  is  manifest,  that  if  those 
classes  are  to  be  forced  into,  and  maintained  in  it,  an  asylum 
of  double  its  capacity  would  be  quite  inadequate,  in  a few 
years,  to  contain  those  for  Derry  alone;  and  it  would,  there- 
fore, have  to  cast  off  Donegal  as  it  has  already  done  Tyrone. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  bettor  for  the  county  of  Donegal  to 
look  the  difficulty  in  the  face  before  expending  more  of  its 
money  on  this  building ; and  if  an  addition  is  to  be  forced  ou 
us,  to  apply  to  the  Government  at  once  to  permit  it  to  convert 
the  present  Lottorkenny  Workhouse  (capable  of  accommo- 
dating 1,000  paupers)  into  an  asylum  for  nil  the  lunatics  of 
Donegal;  and  if  not  permitted  to  do  so,  then  to  erect  an 
asylum  of  its  own  in  that  comity ;— by  either  of  which  plans  it 
would,  at  least  secure  the  compensating  benefit  of  tlie  expen- 
diture of  the  funds  within  the  county  taxed  for  its  support, 
and  also  obviate  the  present  practical  anomaly  of  tliree-flfths 
of  the  funds  of  the  present  institution  being  virtually  admin- 
istered by  those  who  contribute  only  the  two-fifths. 


[Patients  Admitted. 
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TSTo.  5. — Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics 
on  the  Memorial  of  the  Donegal  Grand  Jury. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle, 
26th  March,  1806. 

The  Inspectors  have  the  honour  to  report,  with  re- 
ference to  the  annexed  memorial  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of 
Donegal,  dated  the  14th  instant,  and  to  the  resolution 
entered  into  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  London- 
derry District  Lunatic  Asylum,  that  the  first  was  drawn 
up  and  signed  prior  to  the  subject  being  fully  under- 
stood by  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  attached  to  it ; 
and  that  the  extent  and  cost  of  accommodation,  as  sha- 
dowed out  in  it,  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  belong-  ■ 
ing  to  the  county  of  Donegal,  is  much  greater  than 
would  be  necessary. 

The  resolutions  (printed),  as  proposed  by  John  Van- 
deleur  Stewart,  Esq.,  are  not  founded  on  correct  data. 

On  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  at  a meeting  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Asylum,  at  which  eleven  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  of  Donegal  attended,  and  on  which 
occasion  the  whole  matter  was  fully  discussed,  two  reso- 
lutions were  passed,  the  first  of  which  announces  the 
necessity  of  increased  accommodation  for  the  lunatic 
poor  of  the  county  Donegal,  leaving  the  question  as  to 
whether  that  accommodation  could  be  better  obtained 
by  converting  a poorhouse  into  an  asylum,  or  by  erect- 
ing a new  institution  specially  for  the  object. 

With  regard  to  the  conversion  of  a poorhouse  into  an 
asylum,  even  if  it  could  be  structurally  effected,  there 
may  be  legal  difficulties  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts.  The 
Governors  of  the  Donegal  portion  of  the  district  are, 
however,  decided  in  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be 
much  more  advisable  to  detach  it  altogether  from  the 
Derry  District  than  to  add  to  the  old  Asylum.  They 
are  anxious  to  have  an  establishment  for  Donegal  alone, 
in  a central  situation,  under  their  own  immediate  juris- 
diction, and  do  not  approve  of  the  idea  of  incurring 
fresh  expense  by  enlarging  an  old  Institution,  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  and  maintenance  of  which  are 
defrayed  from  their  own  county.  In  these  views  the 
Inspectors  concur.  The  Derry  Asylum  would  be  ample 
for  the  city  and  county  of  that  name,  without  any  struc- 
tural alteration  beyond  one  for  a chapel  and  infirmary. 


No.  6. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  to  the  Under-Secretary 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  1st  April,  1S56. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for 
Relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  forwarding  Minutes 
of  Proceedings  of  the  Governors  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
at  Londonderry,  on  the  17th  ultimo,  and  requesting  the 
Commissioners  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant,  upon  a suggestion  con- 
tained in  a Resolution  passed  hy  the  Governors,  to  the 
effect,  that  one  of  the  workhouses  in  the  county  Done- 
gal might  be  converted  into  an  efficient  asylum  for  that 
county  for  the  care  of  luuatics  and  incurables. 

In  reply,  the  Commissioners  have  the  honour  to  state, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency,  that  when  an 
application  was  made  to  them,  at  the  close  of  1854,  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Monaghan  Union,  for  per- 
mission to  allow  a portion  of  the  union  workhouse  to 
be  converted  into  barracks  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  militia  force,  the  Commissioners  iuformed  the  Board 
of  Guardians  that  they  did  not  consider  it  to  be  within 
the  scope  of  their  authority  to  permit  a workhouse,  or 
any  portion  of  it,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
proposed,  the  buildings  having  been  designed  by  the 
Legislature  for  a totally  different  purpose. 

The  Commissioners  conceive  that  the  objection  enter- 
tained by  them  to  the  conversion  of  workhouse  pre- 
mises to  barrack  accommodation  applies  with  equal 
force  to  the  conversion  of  a workhouse  into  a lunatic 
asylum,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  warranted  by  the  existing 
state  of  the  law. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter 
on  the  considerations  which  would  lead  them  to  object 
to  a change  in  the  law  in.  this  respect,  but  they  desire 
to  refer  on  this  point  to  paragraphs  21,  22,  and  23  in 
their  last  annual  report. 

The  papers  which  accompanied  your  communication 
are  herewith  returned. 

By  order,  Ac., 

"W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


(Signed)  Jon»  Xnnmt.  To  Colonel  Lorcoro,  S.E.,  4c, 

To  the  Under-Secretary,  Ac.  Dublin  Castle. 
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No.  7. — Letter  from  the  Under-Secretary  to 
Sir  E.  Hayes,  Bart.,  relative  to  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Londonderry 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

Dublin  Castle,  25tU  April,  185G. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acknow- 
ledge tbc  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  en- 
closing copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  a special 
meeting  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  and  adverting 
to  the  first  resolution  of  the  Governors,  admitting  that 
further  accommodation  for  lunatics  is  necessary  and  de- 
sirable, and  proposing  tlie  conversion  of  one  of  tlie  poor- 
liouses  in  tlie  county  of  Donegal  into  a lunatic  asylum 
for  that  county.  I am  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
the  Governors,  that  his  Excellency  finds  that  such  an 
appropriation  of  a poorhouse-  cannot  be  effected  under 
the  existing  law.  The  further  accommodation  which 
tlie  Board  of  Governors  consider  necessary  can  ouly  be 
afforded  by  the  erection  of  a new  asylum. 

I have,  &c., 

(Signed)  Thomas  A.  Larcom. 
Sir  Edward  Hayes,  Bart.,  <kc. 


No.  8. — Resolutions  of  Magistrates  and  Landed 
Proprietors  of  the  County  Donegal. 


Port  Stewart,  Ramolton, 
Sir,  30tli  May,  1S57. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  following 
copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  two  meetings  of  Ma- 
gistrates and  Landed  Proprietors  of  the  comity  of  Done- 
gal : one  held  in  the  town  of  Donegal  on  the  14th,  and 
the  other  at  Letterkcnny  on  the  2Stli  May,  inst.,  at 
which  meetings  the  following  gentlemen  attended  : — 


AT  DONEGAL. 

Sir  Edward  Hayes,  Bart. 
Chairman. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart. 
William  Fenwick,  F,sq.,  j.p. 
T.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Thomas  Brooke,  Esq.,  j.p. 
G.  Wilson,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Bov.  J.  Welsh,  j.p. 

Robert  Russell,  Esq.,  j.p. 
William  Sinclair,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Charles  Johnston,  Esq.,  j.p. 


AT  LETTERKENNV. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart., 
Chairman. 

,T.  Valid.  Stewart,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Wy brants  Olpherts,  Esq.,  j.p. 
James  Wood,  Esq.,  j.p. 

G.  Cecil  G.  Wray,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Thomas  llatt.  Esq.,  j.p. 
Francis  Forster,  Esq. , .t.p. 
Rev.  A.  Hastings,  j.p. 

Colonel  Humfrey,  j.p. 

John  Sproulc,  Esq.,  .t.p. 

John  Chambers,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Thomas  Patterson,  Esq.,  j.p. 
John  S.  Charley,  Esq.,  j.p. 
Rev.  diaries  Stewart. 

Rev.  A.  Nixon,  j.p. 

William  Wray,  Esq.,  j.p. 


Resolved— That  we  approve  of  the  plan  suggested  for  sepa- 
rating this  county  from  its  connexion  with  the  county  of  Lon- 
donderry, as  far  as  relates  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  that 
the  county  of  Donegal  should  build  an  asylum  for  the  lunatic 
patients  belonging  to  it. 

Resolved— That  a memorial  be  presented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  praying  that  his  Excellency  may  be 
pleased  to  direct  that  no  steps  may  be  taken  for  any  improve- 
ments in,  or  for  any  enlargement  of,  flie  present  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum at  Londonderry,  which  may  involve  the  county  of  Donegal 
in  any  of  the  expense  thereof,  until  his  Excellency’s  pleasure 
on  the  question  of  the  county  of  Donegal  building  a Lunatic 
Asylum  for  its  own  lunatic  patients  be  first  ascertained. 


The  above  resolutions  were  warmly  approved  of  by 
the  entire  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  these  meet- 
ings, with  the  exception  of  William  Sinclair,  Esq.,  and 
Charles  Johnston,  Esq.,  at  the  Donegal  meeting. 

I have  been  requested  by  the  gentlemen  to  lay  these 
proceedings  before  yon,  and  to  reqneet  that  you  will  he 
so  kind  as  to  submit  them  to  his  Excollency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

I have  the  liononr  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Stewart,  Bart. 

John  Nugent,  Esq.,  a.m.,  m.b.,  &c. 


No.  9. — Letter  from  Colonel  Larcom  to  Secre-  Ad-  ■ 
tary  of  the  Commission,  enclosing  Resolutions  D1TI0>>'u 
of  Grand  Jury  of  County  Donegal.  a™°j,Wo- 

DATIOH 

Dublin  Castle,  ICth  July,  1857.  f°uthe 
Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  transmit  lond01*- 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a communication  which  lias  been  *”*■ 
received  from  Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart.,  Foreman  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Donegal,  relating  to  the 
proposed  separation  of  that  county  from  its  connexion 
with  tlie  county  of  Londonderry,  so  far  as  it  regards 
lunatic  asylums ; and  I am  to  request,  that  you  will 
lay  the  same  before  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into 
the  state  of  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  with  reference 
to  former  papers  on  the  same  subject,  submitted  to  them 
on  the  5 th  of  March  last. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  A.  Larcom. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  tlie 
Luuatic  Asylum  Commissioners, 

G,  Ely-place. 


Enclosure  in  preceding  Letter. 

Fort  Stewart,  Ramelton, 

Sib,  13tli  July,  1857. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  resolutions  passed  at 
two  meetings  held  in  the  county  of  .Donegal,  the  first  in  tlie 
town  of  Donegal,  on  the  14th  May  last,  the  other  in  the  town 
of  Lotlerkenny,  on  the  28tli,  of  which  notice  was  given  to  all 
persons  concerned,  liy  circulars  addressed  to  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  question  of  the  comity  of  Donegal  sepa- 
rating from  the  county  of  Londonderry,  as  far  as  relates  to  tlie 
lunatic  asylum,  and  that  the  county  of  Donegal  should  build 
an  asylum  for  the  lunatic  patients  belonging  to  it,  at  which 
meetings  the  following  magistrates  and  landed  proprietors 
attended,  viz. 


AT  DONEGAL. 

Sir  Edward  Hayes,  Bart., 
Chairman. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart. 
William  Fenwick,  Esq. 

T.  J.  Atkinson,  Esq. 

G.  V.  Wilson,  Esq. 

Thomas  Brooke,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  Welsh. 

R.  Russell,  Esq. 

William  Sinclair,  Esq. 

Charles  Johnston,  Esq. 


AT  I.KTT15UKENNY. 

Sir  James  Stewart,  Chairman. 
Wybrnnts  Olpherts. 

James  G.  Wood. 

G.  C.  Wray. 

Thomas  Butt. 

Francis  Forster. 

Rev.  A.  Hastings. 

Colonel  Humfrey. 

John  Sproulc. 

John  Chambers. 

Thomas  1'atterson. 

Charles  Stewart  Homliead. 
John  S.  Charley. 

Alexander  Nixon. 

William  Wray. 


At  which  mootings  tlie  following  resolutions  were  proposed  :— 

Rosolved — That  we  approve  of  the  plan  suggested  of  sepa- 
rating this  eounty  from  its  connexion  with  the  county  of  Lon- 
donderry, as  far  as  relates  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  that 
this  county  shall  build  an  asylum  for  the  luuatic  patients  be- 
longing to  it. 

Resolved—1 That  a memorial  be  presented  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  praying  that  his  Excellency  may  be 
pleased  to  direct  that  no  steps  may  be  taken  for  any  improve- 
ment in,  or  any  enlargement  of,  the  present  lunatic  asylum 
at  Londonderry  which  may  involve  the  county  of  Donegal  in 
any  of  the  expense  thereof,  until  his  Excellency’s  pleasure  on 
the  question  of  the  county  of  Donegal  building  an  asylum  for 
its  own  lunatic  patients  he  first  ascertained. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  warmly  approved  by  those 
who  attended  both  meetings,  with  the  exception  of  William 
Sinclair  and  Charles  Johnston,  Esqrs.,  at  the  meeting  at 
Donegal.  . 

I have  the  honour,  sir,  to  state  further,  that  these  resolutions 
were  submitted  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  summer  assizes  just 
concluded,  and  that  they  have  directed  me  to  report  to  yon,  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  them 
unanimous  and  perfect  approval  of  them  ; and,  indeed,  I may 
add,  that  they  meet  with  the  general  approval  of  the  entire 
county,  as  no  difference  of  opinion  has  been  expressed  in  the 
entire  county,  except  in  the  two  cases  at  Donegal  meeting. 

I am,  &c., 

(Signed)  James  Stewart, 

Foreman,  Grand  Jury,  Donegal, 
Summer,  1857. 


Colonel  Larcom,  &c. 


P.S. — I should  probably  add,  that  the  object  of  the  two  meet- 
ings at  the  towns  of  Donegal  and  Lctterkenny  were  called  pur- 
posely to  give  the  greatest  possible  publicity  to  the  subject, 
and  to  ascertain  the  general  feeling  of  the  county  prior  to 
bringing  it  before  the  Grand  Jury. 
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Ad-  No.  1 Statement  by  the  Governors  of  the 

ditiokal  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  reply 
Acc0““0'  to  the  Letter  of  the  Commissioners. 

DATION 

job  the  The  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum  being  now, 
Insane.  an(j  £or  some  time  past,  fully  occupied,  and  uuablo  to 
Richmond,  afford  accommodation  to  the  numerous  applicants  for 
admission,  notwithstanding  its  recent  enlargement,  by 
the  erection  of  a separate  building  for  150  inmates, 
considerable  embarrassment  is  felt,  both  by  the  Gover- 
nors, when  obliged  to  refuse  admission  to  ordinary  pauper 
lunatics,  and  to  the  Inspectors,  by  reason  of  the  number 
of  insane  in  the  gaols  of  the  district,  whose  removal  to 
the  asylum  is  much  to  be  desired,  both  on  account  of 
greater  facilities  for  proper  treatment  and  classification, 
and  the  chance  of  recovery  to  be  hoped  therefrom,  as 
well  as  the  inconvenience  necessarily  occasioned  to 
gaol  authorities  and  their  officers  by  having  insane 
persons  under  their  charge  in  their  institutions. 

To  whatever  cause  attributable — whether  to  the  actual 
increase  of  insanity  among  the  population,  or  to  the 
fact  of  the  existing  diseaso  developing  itself,  as  the 
lower  classes  gradually  find  facilities  for  placing  their 
insane  relatives  under  treatment  without  cost  to  them- 
selves— one  thing  is  certain,  namely,  that  the  Rich- 
mond Asylum  is  far  from  being  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements  upon  it. 

In  order,  however,  to  arrive  at  a just  conclusion  on 
this  head,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enter  into  the  statis- 
tics of  the  lunatics  constituting  the  Richmond  district, 
according  to  the  late  Census,  as  follows: — 

° Population. 

Dublin  County, 146,731 

Do.  City 


Louth  County, 90,812 

Wicklow  Comity 98,978 

Town  of  Drogheda,  ....  16,845 


considerable  space  in  the  Asylum  for  the  treatment  of  Ad- 
cases  of  acute  character.  ditional 

After  careful  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors, 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  existing  building  of  suitable  E0R  THE 
character  can  be  procured  in  Dublin  or  its  vicinity  for  Insane. 
this  purpose,  and  the  Governors  have  bad  under  consi-  — — 

delation  the  possibility  of  applying  a portion  of  work-  ' 
bouse  accommodation,  which  the  improved  social  con- 
dition of  the  community  has  happily  rendered  available, 
to  the  reception  of  this  class  of  patients. 

Well-founded  objections  exist,  however,  agaiust  such 
an  arrangement.  The  importance  of  proper  classification, 
and  of  preserving  the  portion  of  the  workhouse  so  used 
from  that  allotted  to  its  more  legitimate  purposes — the 
necessity  for  separate  wards  aud  yards  for  recreation, 
and  the  fittings  indispensably  required  in  a building 
destined  for  the  reception  of  every  class  of  the  insane, 
would  render,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governors,  the 
carrying  out  of  such  a measure  of  extreme,  if  not  in- 
surmountable difficulty ; and  they  are  rather  disposed 
to  recommend  that  at  the  Richmond  Asylum  a building 
might  be  economically  erected  upon  the  ground  now  in 
occupation,  or  upon  adjacent  land,  which  has  been 
offered,  and  is  still  available,  sufficient  in  extent  to  con- 
tain the  class  of  patients  referred  to,  with  allowance  for 
such  additional  admissions  as  may  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  follow  an  increase  in  the  population. 

Such  a building,  the  Governors  conceive  should  be 
constructed  for  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  affording 
a safe  aud  healthy  retreat  for  its  inmates,  without  ex- 
pensive fittings  or  architectural  ornament,  and  consist- 
ing of  dormitories  and  day-rooms  only,  with  the  neces- 
sary offices,  and  might  be  erected  at  a reasonable  cost, 
while  the  existing  staff  of  officers,  medical  and  other, 
would  be  available,  and  render  unnecessary  any  new 
appointments,  beyond  those  of  the  ordinary  nurses  and 


Making  a total  of,  . . . 611,727  servants. 


The  state  of  lunacy  in  the  District  is  as  follows: — 
Patients. 

Richmond  Old  Asylum,  ....  404 

Do.  New  do.  . . • .150 

Poorhouses, 223 

Gaols, 61 

Total, 8SS 

There  are  also,  according  to  tlio  information  obtained 
by  the  Inspectors  through  the  Constabulary  and  Police, 
and  published  in  the  Parliamentary  Report  of  last  year, 
exclusive  of  those  in  workhouses,  gaols,  or  asylums,  507 
lunatics,  idiots,  aud  epileptic  imbeciles,  distributed 
through  the  three  counties— making  altogether  an  ag- 
gregate of  1,400  insane  persons  of  all  classes. 

There  are  thus  786  persons  appearing  to  require 
asylum  accommodation.  Of  these  274  are  supported 
at  the  public  expense,  though  not  in  institutions  spe- 
cially intended  for  the  insane ; and  it  may  he  fairly 
estimated  that  one-third , or  a minimum  of  those  at 
at  large  (or  say  260)  will  eventually  claim  asylum 
relief.  If  this  he  a correct  estimate,  the  Richmond  Dis- 
trict should  be  capable  of  providing  for  about  1,150  of 
the  class  in  question ; or  say,  in  round  numbers,  500 
more  than  at  present. 

Having  in  the  foregoing  statement  set  forth  the 
pressing  necessity  for  increased  accommodation  for 
patients  afflicted  with  mental  disease  throughout  the 
District,  the  Governors  have  naturally  directed  their 
attention  to  the  several  modes  by  which  such  difficulty 
might  be  met.  . 

A large  proportion  of  patients,  both  m the  asylum 
and  other  institutions,  as  well  as  of  those  scattered 
among  the  population,  consists  of  those  usually  com- 
prised under  the  denomination  of  idiots  and  epileptic 
Imbeciles.  To  this  class  of  mental  diseases,  medical 
treatment  can  offer  little,  if  any,  relief,  and  the  only 
resources  which  can  he  brought  to  act  upon  such  m a 
beneficial  manner  are  those  which  tend  to  provide  a 
safe  retreat,  where  their  wants  can  be  supplied,  and 
such  alleviation  of  their  sufferings  afforded  as  may 
be  procured  by  mild  treatment  and  judicious  super- 
vision. Such  a class  of  patients  the  Governors  conceive 
might  he  safely  and  economically  treated  in  a building 
set  apart  for  their  reception ; thus  leaving  available  a 


The  Governors  have  for  a length  of  time  felt  the  in- 
convenience arising  from  officers  aud  servants  in 
lunatic  asylums  becoming,  through  age  and  infirmity, 
incapable  of  a full  and  efficient  discharge  of  their  duties, 
although  retained  through  humane  motives  iu  office, 
and  they  are  about  to  take  steps  to  revise  the  list  of 
persons  so  employed,  with  a view  to  the  application  of 
the  recent  Act  of  Parliament,  giving  power  to  grant 
superannuation  pensions  in  deserving  cases — a measure 
which  they  believe  will  act  beneficially  in  maintaining 
an  efficient  staff  of  attendants,  and  in  securing  a better 
class  of  candidates  for  such  offices. 

The  Governors’  attention  has  been  likewise  directed 
to  the  existing  practice  of  charging  the  maintenance 
of  dangerous  lunatics  confined  in  gaols,  and  thence 
transferred  to  the  District  Asylums,  without  regard  to 
the  localities  to  which  they  properly  belong — thus 
causing  an  unj  ust  and  oppressive  increase  i n the  taxation 
of  property  in  Dublin,  and  other  large  towns ; and  they, 
therefore,  recommend  an  alteration  in  the  Stb  and  9th 
Vic.,  cap.  107,  and  the  9th  and  10th  Vic.,  cap.  115, 
giving  authority  for  the  allocation  of  dangerous  lunatics, 
confined  in  gaols,  to  the  several  district  asylums  to 
which,  by  previous  residence,  they  properly  belong. 

The  Governors,  in  conclusion,  cannot  too  strongly 
impress  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  the 
pressing  necessity  of  providing,  by  whatever  means 
may  be  deemed  most  advisable,  increased  accommo- 
dation for  the  large  class  of  epileptic  and  idiotic  patients, 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  afford  admission  to  the  numerous 
cases  of  disease  of  recent  occurrence,  towards  the  relief 
of  which  judicious  sanitary  treatment,  combined  with 
tho  quiet  and  soothing  influences  of  temporary  seclu- 
sion in  an  asylum,  might,  doubtless,  he  productive  of 
beneficial  and  lasting  results. 

No.  2. — Letter  from  the  Manager  of  the  Rich- 
mond District  Asylum  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commission. 

Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Sm,  11th  February,  1857. 

I am  directed  by  the  Governors  of  this  Asylum  to 
transmit  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  Commissioners  tho 
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Aw-  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  received  by  them  from  Dr. 

DinoNM.  N ugont,  as  also  a copy  of  a resolution  passed  by  the 

Accojimo-  3oart(  thereon. 

WATION 

for  this  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Insane.  Samuel  Wuioley,  Manager. 

Richmond.  jyp  J.  Barry,  Esq..  Secretary, 

Lunatic  Asylum  Commissioners, 

U,  Ely-place. 

Lettish  from  John  Nugent,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  Lunatics, 
to  the  Governors  of  Richmond  Asylum. 

Oflice  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Dublin  Castle, 
(ith  February,  1857. 

Gentlemen,— The  daily  increasing  pressure  for  admission 
into  the  Richmond  District  Asylum,  induces  me  to  suggest  to 
yon  tliu  necessity  of  meeting  the  difficulty  in  every  possible 
way,  and  to  convert,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  apartments  in 
both  institutions  to  the  most  useful  purposes. 

I have  already  proposed  to  place  four  or  six  beds,  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  one  of  the  two  rooms  on  the  second  story,  female 
side,  adjoining  the  main  building  of  the  old  house. 

I minutely  examined,  on  Wednesday  last,  the  capabilities  of 
the  new  asylum,  and  I find  that  from  six  to  eight  rooms  can. 
without  much  outlay,  lie  rendered  available  on  the  ground  and 
upper  corridors  leading  from  the  kitchen.  I had  long  considered 
that  these  rooms  might  be  well  occupied.  However,  pending 
the  decision  of  the  Treasury  on  the  claims  put  forward  by  the 
Hoard  on  the  Report  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  architect,  I thought 
it  would  he  premature  to  move  in  the  business.  Their  Lord- 
ships  having  awarded  a certain  sum  for  definite  purposes,  and 
the  business  now,  as  between  Government  and  Governors,  in 


reference  to  the  past,  being  concluded,  I deem  the  present  an  . 
appropriate  opportunity  to  recommend  to  the  Hoard  the  utility  " 
of  at  once  examining  into  iny  proposition  of  rendering  the  1 

apartments  in  question  habitable  by  patients  and  attendants.  _cc05|so- 

Prcpnratory  to  so  doing,  however,  it  would  lie  necessary  to  ATl#s 
have  a competent  professional  man,  probably  Mr.  Wilkinson,  r ” TRE 
to  meet  one  or  two  gentlemen  deputed  by  the  Board,  and  see  3A~SE' 
with  him  bow  far  the  proposition  of  converting  useless  and 
unoccupied,  into  useful  and  inhabited  apartments,  might  be  4 

carried  out.  The  result  of  which  would  be  to  vender  from 
twenty  to  thirty  additional  beds  available. 

A system  lias  been  adopt  oil  in  some  country  asylums  which 
1 would  strongly  recommend  the  Richmond  Hoard  to  imitate — 
namely,  to  convert  (as  can  he  done)  some  large  room  near  the 
kitchen  into  a refectory  for  the  Held  and  out-door  labourers ; 
thus  the  corridors  will  be  kept  clean  and  dry,  food  will  be 
afforded  comfortably  and  warm,  and  better  order  and  more 
regularity  established. 

I have  the  honour  to  lie,  gentlemen,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Jotin  Nugent. 

To  the  Governors  of 
Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Resolution  of  the  Governors. 

Hoard-room,  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 

10th  February,  1857. 

The  Governors  having  read  and  considered  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Government  Inspector,  resolved  on  its  adoption, 
tending,  as  it  does,  to  the  better  appropriation  of  certain  apart- 
ments in  the  old  and  new  asylums,  and  a Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Sir  George,  llud-onniul  Mr.  Ilutton,  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  Mr.  Wilkinson,  to  carry  out  such 
arrangements. 

(Signed)  George  IIodson,  Bart.,  Chairman. 


Documents  relating  to  Charge  ability. 


Charms  -No. 1. — Letter  from  William  Siiarman  Craav- 
abi’pTY  ford,  Esq.,  m.p. 

Lunatics.  Crawfordsbum,  May  10,  1857. 

“ Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland)  Commission.  Notice  of 
Public  Court.  Belfast  District. 

“ Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  inquiring  Into  the  state 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  and  otiier  Institutions  fur  the  custody  and 
treatment  of  the  Insane,  now  existing  in  Ireland,  and  also  into 
the  present  state  of  the  law  respecting  Lunatics  and  Lunatic 
Asylums  in  Ireland,  give  notice  that  they  will  hold  a public 
Court  at  the  Board-room  of  the  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Bel- 
fast, on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  May,  1857,  at  ten  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Witnesses,  and 
receiving  such  evidence  as  may  be  tendered  to  them  on  all 
matters  connected  with  said  Inquiry. 

“ Aliy  person  desirous  to  niford  information  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, at  such  Court,  is  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary, 
at  the  Board-room  of  the  Asylum,  at  any  hour  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  Court,  an  account  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
statement. 

“ By  Order, 

“ Michael  Joseph  Barky,  Secretary.” 

Sir, — In  conformity  with  tlic  above  notice,  I take 
leave  to  intimate  to  yon  that  it  is  my  intention  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  called  by  said  notice  on  behalf  of  Hit 
Grand.  Jury  of  the  County  of  Down , for  the.  purpose  of 
submitting  to  the  Commissioners  the  following  sug- 
gestions : — 

1.  That  as  the  Grand  Juries  of  the  several  Counties 
connected  with  each  District  Lunatic  Asylum  are  liable 
to  ho  called  on  to  present  for  their  respective  proportions 
of  the  expenditure  of  each  establishment  by  the  com- 
pulsory warrant  of  tbo  Lord  Lieutenant,  it  is  just  and 
proper  that  tho  respective  Grand  Juries  should  bo  in- 
vested with  tho  power  of  nominating  tho  Governors, 
they  being  the  controllers  of  that  expenditure;  each 
Grand  Jury  connected  with  tho  asylum  district  nomin- 
ating a certain  portion  of  the  whole  body. 

2.  That  a classified  specification  of  tho  items  of  ex- 
penditure should  accompany  every  compulsory  warrant 
issued  to  any  Grand  Jury  for  the  presentment  of  money 
for  the  uses  of  any  asylum. 

3.  That  if  additional  land,  or  additional  buildings, 
should  be  required  for  any  asylum,  no  expenditure  for 
those  purposes  shall  be  incurred,  unless  the  same  -shall 


have  been  first  sanctioned  by  a majority  of  tho  Govcr-  Ciiarok- 
nors,  appointed  by,  and  acting  on  behalf  of,  the  respect-  op 
ivc  Grand  Juries;  and  without  notice  having  been  given  Lunatics. 

at  the  previous  Assizes  to  the  several  Grand  Juries  

concerned,  that  such  expenditure  would  be  called  for. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Siiarman  Crawford. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

No.  2. — Resolution  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Limerick. 

At  a special  meeting  of  tbo  Town  Council  of  Limerick, 
hold  at  tho  Town  Hall,  on  Thursday,  tho  19th  day  of 
March,  1857 ; the.  Right  Worshipful  l’liontas  Kano,  M.D., 

Mayor,  in  tho  Chair,  the  following  resolution  was  pro- 
posed by  T.  C.SIicchy,  seconded  by  Alderman  Quinlivan, 
unanimously  carried : — 

Resolved— That  the  Government  he  called  upon  to  change 
the  law  regarding  the  support  of  Lunatic  Asylums  In  Ireland, 
as  in  justice  such  support  should  be  charged  in  the  same  way 
as  Poor  Law  rating — namely,  part  on  the  landlord  and  part  on 
the  occupier,  and  not  as  it  is  at  present,  under  the  Grand  Jury 
Laws,  wholly  on  tho  occupiers  of  houses  and  land ; and  that  the 
following  deputation  submit  this  Resolution  to  the  Commis- 
sioners : — 

Town  Councillor  Sueehy.  Town  Councillor  Mac  Mahon. 

Alderman  Quinlivan.  Town  Councillor  Devitt. 

Alderman  Tinsley.  Town  Councillor  Carte. 

Town  Councillor  W.  Spaioht. 

Joseph  Muitpnr,  Esq.,  Law  Agent. 

Thomas  Kane,  Mayor  (Seal). 

John  N.  Owen,  Town  Clerk. 

No.  3. — Letters  from  tlie  Town  Clerk  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  to  the  Commissioners. 

Town  Clerk’s  Office,  City  Hall, 
Gentlemen,  30th  October,  1856. 

At  the  special  meeting  of  the  Municipal  Council, 
held  upon  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
applications  for  presentments,  the  attention  of  the 
Counoil  was  directed  by  the  Report  of  their  Committee, 
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Charge-  No.  3,  to  tlio  rapid  and  large  increase  iu  the  amount  of 
abii.it  v the  sums  sought  from  this  city  for  the  support  of  the 
Tcvatics.  'unat'c  P00r  in  t'ie  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  the 

Council  uuanimously  agreed  that  inquiry  into  the  causes 

thereof  was  very  desirable,  and  should  be  instituted. 

The  attention  of  a Committee  of  the  Council  was  di- 
rected to  this  matter  in  the  year  1852,  and  a Conference 
at  that  time  took  place  between  some  members  of  tho 
Committee  and  the  Governors  of  the  Riclmioud  Asylum ; 
the  Committee  conceived  they  had  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  cost  of  the  support  of  a much  larger  number  of 
patients  was  levied  off  the  city  than  it  would  be  pro- 
perly chargeable  with,  if  due  inquiry  was  made  at  the 
time  of  their  committal,  as  to  their  proper  location.  It 
was  represented  by  the  Governors  of  the  asylum  that 
when  the  committals  came  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieuteuant  to  the  city  magistracy,  they  had  no  discre- 
tion but  to  charge  the  support  of  the  lunatics  to  the  city. 

Observing  by  the  public  papers  that  you  have  been 
appointed  as  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  and  the  laws  affecting 
same,  I take  the  liberty  of  respectfully  soliciting  your 
attention  to  this  subject,  with  the  view  of  having  in- 
quiry made  into  the  course  heretofore  pursued  previous 
to  committals  being  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  by  the  Magistrates,  and  also  whether 
the  charges  of  the  asylum  can  be  reduced. 

I forward  herewith  a return  of  the  suras  levied  off 
the  city  of  Dublin  for  support  of  lunatics  in  each  year, 
from  1846  to  1855,  and  of  the  amount  in  this  year 
sought  to  be  levied. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Ford,  Town  Clerk. 
'To  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland, 
and  the  laws  affecting  same, 

Dublin  Castle. 

Sums  Levied. 


1846, 

18+7, 

1848, 

18+9, 

1850, 

1851, 


£ s.  d. 
2,074  16  3 
3,209  6 4 
3,398  17  3 
3,307  19  8 
3,278  1+  5 
3,458  5 1 


1852, 

1853, 

1854, 

1855, 
1858, 


£ s.  d. 
4,456  12  10 
5,265  6 0 
5,461  9 6 
6,934  3 3 
8,127  12  5 


Town  Clerk’s  Office,  City  Hall, 
Sib,  14th  November,  1S56. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  12th  instant,  requesting 
for  the  Lunatic  Asylum  Commission  “ A Return  of  the 
several  Grand  Jury  Presentments  (in  detail)  for  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  for  tho  last  four  years  f 
and  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  stating,  that  as 
you  have  heard,  tho  schedules  of  presentments  are  out 
of  print,  you  believe  the  particulars  of  the  following 
presentments  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Commissioners,  viz. : — 

1.  Instalments  to  Government,  in  repayment  of 

advances  to  Lunatic  Asylums  (in  detail) ; 

2.  Expenses  of  Richmond  and  Island  Bridge 

Asylums,  respectively ; 


1 beg  to  enclose'  herewith  a return,  setting  forth  the  Chaiigz- 
sums  presented  for'  the  support  of  lunatics  at  the  pre-  ABI1II,T 
seating  terms  in  the  years  1853,  1854,  and  1S55,  and  Lunatics. 

of  the  sums  applied  for  in  this  year.  I have  added  a copy  

of  the  presentment  made  in  this  year  to  repay  portion  of 
sum  advanced  out  of  Consolidated  Fund,  for  enlarging 
Richmond  Asylum,  and  building  new  asylum  for  the 
district  in  which  Dublin  is  situate. 

I can,  should  the  Commission  require,  furnish  copies 
of  the  abstracts  of  accounts  sent  from  the  asylum, 
through  the  Crown  Solicitor,  upon  which  the  present- 
ments for  expenses  of  asylums  founded  in  the  years 
1S53,  1S54,  1855,  and  1856;  also  of  the  account  fur- 
nished by  the  Board  of  Works  of  the  cost  of  enlarging 
Richmond  Asylum  and  building  the  new  asylum,  and 
the  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  dated  4th  July,  1856,  defining  the 
amount  to  be  repaid  by  each  county  of  a city,  county, 
or  county  of  a town,  in  the  Dublin  district,  and  in 
bow  many  instalments.  Any  further  information  the 
Commission  may  require  shall  readily  he  afforded. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

William  Ford,  Town  Clerk. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq. 


Return  of  amounts  presented  by  the  Municipal  Council 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  (in  pursuance  of  Warrants  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ireland, 
and  the  Acts  6th  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  54,  11th  Geo.  IV., 
cap.  22,  1st  Wm.  IV.,  cap.  13,  and  9th  and  10th  Vic., 
cap.  115).  for  the  support  of  Lunatic  Poor  at  the  Pre- 
senting Term  (Michaelmas)  iu  the  years  1853, 1854, 
1855,  and  of  the  amount  applied  for  (in  pursuance 
of  like  Warrant  and  Acts)  in  the  year  1 S56  : — 


|25tli  May,  1855,  to  7Ui  Fob.,  1856, j — 


]0'}8,127  1 


Copy  Presentment,  included  in  Schedule  agreed  to  by 
the  Municipal  Council  upon  29th  October,  1856,  and 
lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to  be 
submitted  to  Her  Majesty’s  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench 
for  fiat ■ 

To  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
being  the  first  and  second  instalments  in  part  payment  of  the 
sum  of  £18,763  Is.  lrf.,  the  proportion  chargeable  to  the  County 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  of  the  sum  of  £44,418  8s.  8 d.  advanced 
from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  16th  and  19tli  Vie.,  cap.  109,  for  enlarging  the  existing 
Lunatic  Asylum  (Richmond)  for  the  reception  of  lunatic  poor, 
mid  for  erecting  a new  asylum  in  the  said  County  of  the  City 
ofDublin,  for  the  district  consisting  of  the  County  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  Counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Louth,  and  County  of 
the  Town  of  Drogheda.  First  instalment,  £670  2s.  Id. ; second 
instalment,  £670  2s.  2d.  =£1,340  4s.  9d.  ; pursuant  to  act  18th 
and  19th  Vic.,  cap.  109,  sec.  3,  and  order  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council,  dated  4th  July,  1856. 

William  Ford,  Town  Clerk. 


Superannuation'. 


Super  an-  No.  1. — Letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Commis- 
n cation,  signers,  from  Secretary  to  the  Derry  Grand 

Jury. 

Londonderry,  July  20th,  1857. 

Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Grand  J ury  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Londonderry  to  forward  the  enclosed  Memo- 
rial to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  which  you  will 
have  the  kindness  to  have  laid  before  them. 

I am,  Sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Gregg, 

Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  Lunatic  Asylums  Commissioners. 


Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Londonderry.  Sufeban- 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  KTrATIoy' 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland : 

The  Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Londonderry,  assembled  at  Summer  Assizes,  1857, 

Humbly  Sheweth — 

That  in  1829,  a District  Lunatic  Asylum  was  erected  at 
Londonderry  for  the  counties  of  Donegal,  Tyrone,  and  Lon- 
donderry, at  a cost  of  £26,913  2s.  4 d.,  and  on  the  20th  April 
in  that  year  Mr.  David  Cluff  was  appointed  Manager,  and  his 
wife  Matron,  under  the  provisions  of  57th  G.  HI.,  cap.  106. 

Mr.  duff’s  salary  was  £200,  and  Mrs.  Cluff’s  £50  per  annum, 
until  October,  1853,  when  Mrs.  Cluff’s  salary  Was  raised  to 
£70  pgr  annum ; besides  these  salaries  they  had  emoluments 
which  were  estimated  to  he  worth  £80  a-year.  At  the  time  of 
Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Cluff  being  appointed  to  the  Londonderry 
Asylum,  they  were  Superintendents  of  the  Lunatic  depart- 
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Sdpeiian-  ment  of  tlic  I-Iouso  of  Industry,  at  a salary  of  XI  Ifi  per  annum, 
NCATIon.  an(l  a free  liouse,  having  been  appointed  to  that  situation  in 
_ ' 182 1 by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

By  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  county  of 
Tyrone  was  separated  from  the  counties  of  Londonderry  and 
Donegal,  and  anew  district  asylum  for  the  counties  of  Tyrone 
and  Fermanagh  was  erected  at  Omagh,  and  the  Tyrone  patients 
were  removed  from  the  house  at  Lorry  on  the  goth  May,  1853. 

Upon  this  separation  taking  place,  the  gentlemen  of  Tyrone 
claimed  to  bo  paid  by  the  counties  of  Derry  and  Donegal  the 
sum  with  which  they  had  been  charged  in  1 829  for  the  build- 
ing and  furnishing  of  the  asylum  at  Derry.  Several  meetings 
took  place  between  deputations  of  these  respective  counties, 
which  finally  terminated  by  a reference  to  Sir  Thomas  Deane 
and  Mr.  Charles  Lanyon,  the  County  Surveyor  for  Antrim, 
who  carefully  inspected  the  asylum,  and  reduced  the  sum 
expended  for  the  original  buildings,  subsequent  permanent 
improvements,  costs  of  site,  and  against  costs  of  furniture,  from 
the  sum  of  £23,913  2s.  4d.  to  the  sum  of  £21,001  Is.  Id.,  and 
reported  that  the  county  of  Tyrone  was  entitled  to  he  repaid 
the  sum  of  £7,833  19s.  lid.  by  the  counties  of  Derry  and  Done- 
gal in  the  following  proportions,  viz.,  Doucgal,  £4,398 185.  !)d. ; 
and  Derry,  £3,430  Os.  9 d. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cluflf  having,  in  consequence  of  age  and  in- 
firmities, resigned  their  situations  on  the  30th  September, 
185G,  on  the  12th  December  following  a meeting  was  held  at 
the  asylum,  at  which  twenty  Directors  were  present,  when  it 
was  resolved — that  a sum  not  exceeding  £120  a-ycar  should  bo 
paid  to  Mr.  Clnlf,  and  a sum  not  exceeding  .014  3s.  Ad.  to  Mrs. 
Chiff,  the  superannuation  of  the  former  being  taxed  on  a salary 
of  £200  a-ycar,  and  over  twenty-five  years’  service,  and  of  the 
latter  on  a salary  of  £70  per  annum,  and  the  same  length  of 
service,  together  with  allowances  to  both  valued  at  £80  a-, year, 
£40  a-ycar  to  each,  and  this  superannuation,  on  the  aggregate, 
was  under  seven-twelfths  of  the  above  items  as  recognised  by 
law. 

The  Directors  of  the  counties  Londonderry  mid  Donegal,  at 
a meeting  held  on  the  9th  January,  1857,  passed  a resolution, 
stating  that,  in  their  opinion,  aportionof  these  annuities  should 
be  contributed  by  the  county  Tyrone,  inasmuch  ns  that  county 
had  the  benefit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cluff  s services  for  a period  of 
upwards  of  twenty-four  years,  and  that  such  contribution 
should  be  paid  either  by  an  annual  allowance  during  the  re- 
spective lives  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  duff,  or  by  an  equivalent  sum, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  of  £7,833  19s.  fid.,  so  ordered  us 
before  mentioned,  to  be  repaid  to  Tyrone  by  Donegal  and 
Derry,  and  that  tiicy  considered  the  most  simple  way  of  doing 
it  would  be  by  the  county  Tyrone  paying  one-third  of  the  sum 
of  £181  3s.  Ad.,  amounting  to  £i>l  7s.  ltd.  annually. 

The  Grand  J ury  of  Londonderry  assembled  at  Spring  Assizes, 
1857,  appointed  a committee  of  its  members  to  visit  and  inspect 
tlic  state,  &c.,  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  which  committee, 
amongst  other  things,  reported  favourably  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Directors  at  their  meeting  of  the  12th  December,  185(j, 
and  of  the  9th  January,  1857,  as  being  a just  and  equitable 
arrangement,  and  recommended  its  adoption  by  the  Grand 
Jury;  accordingly,  the  Grand  Jury,  in  compliance  with  the 
report  and  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  drew  up  a ease 
and  laid  it  before  counsel,  and  by  his  advice  tlic  present 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Londonderry  beg  to  memorial  tlic 


Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  in  Ireland,  to  assist  them  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
arrangement  proposed. 

For  self  and  fellows, 

II.  IIkrvey  Biuice,  Foreman. 
Grand  Jury  Room,  13tli  July,  1857. 


ScrElUS- 

NCATI0X. 


No.  2. — Letter  from  Mr.  James  Bodkin. 

Limerick  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Sir,  7tli  March,  1857. 

I take  tlic  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
second  clause  of  “ the  Lunatic  Asylums  Superannuation 
(Ireland)  Act  of  1850,”  in  which  it  is  set  forth  that  the 
word  “ olliccr”  shall  “ mean  and  include  managers, 
chaplains,  physicians,  snrgcons,  apothecaries,  matrons, 
attendants,  and  servants and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
state  that  the  services  of  clerks  and  storekeepers  of 
lunatic  asylums  are  not  at  all  recognised  by  this  Act, 
as  their  names  have  been  passed  over  altogether. 

3 am  confident,  from  the  statement  of  facts  already 
furnished  to  the  Lunatic  Asylums  Commissioners,  touch- 
ing tho  duties  of  the  respective  officers  of  these  institu- 
tions, that  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion will  at  once  perceive  that  the  onerous  duties  which 
devolve  on  persons  holding  the  position  of  clerks  and 
storekeepers,  entitle  them  to  the  same  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  as  the  several 
other  officers  and  servants  of  district  lunatic  asylums. 

I,  therefore,  most  respectfully  beg  to  submit,  for  cou- 
sideratiou  of  the  Commissioners,  that  in  justice  to  the 
clerks  and  storekeepers  of  tho  other  district  asylums, 
as  well  as  to  myself,  that  tho  same  proportion  of  super- 
annuation and  salary  to  which  they  arc  justly  entitled 
for  tlicir  services,  should  lie  provided  by  law  for  such 
officers,  and  humbly  pray  that  the  Commissioners  may 
ho  pleased  to  recommend  our  services  when  tho  subject 
for  altering  or  amonding  tho  laws  relating  to  lunatic 
asylums  in  Ireland  may  be  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament. 

I have  tho  honour  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

.Tames  Bodkin, 

Clerk  and  Storekeeper  of  the 
Limerick  District  Asylum. 

To  M.  J.  Barry,  Esq.,  Secretary 
to  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission  (Ireland), 

Olfico,  6,  Ely-plaeo,  Dublin. 


Chaplaincy  Question. — Judgment 

Chap-  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum.  Dublin, 
Monday,  January  21,  1856. 

lUESTION.  J 

■ — Tho  Queen  at  the  prosecution  of  the  Rev.  JonN  Car- 

roll,  v.  the  Governors  and  Directors  of  the  Bel- 
fast District  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  tho  County  of 
Antrim. 

This  case  was  argaed  last  Michaelmas  Term,  beforo 
the  full  Court,  by  Mr.  Pinch  White  and  Mr.  Brewster, 
Q.C.,  for  tho  prosecutor,  and  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr. 
O’Hagan,  Q.C.,  for  tho  defendants.  The  case  stood  over 
for  judgment,  and  on  this  day,  January  21, 

The  Chief  Justice  delivered  tho  judgment  of  tho 
Court: — This  case  comes  before  the  Court  upon  a de- 
murrer to  a return  to  a writ  of  mandamus  which  issued 
at  tho  suit  of  tho  prosecutor,  the  Rev.  John  Carroll, 
directed  to  the  Governors  and  Directors  of  the  Belfast 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  requiring  them  to  pay  over 
to  him  a certain  sum  claimed  by  him  for  salary  as  one 
of  the  chaplains  to  that  institution.  The  Governors 
and  Directors  have,  in  their  return  to  the  writ,  stated 
several  grounds  on  which  they  insist  tlioy  arc  justified 
in  refusing  to  comply  with  that  order ; and  tl’io  ques- 
tion now  is — a demurrer  being  taken  to  that  return — 
whether  they  are  justified  in  their  refusal  upon  the 
matters  appearing  upon  this  record,  the  mandamus  and 
the  return  taken  together.  As  this  question  involves 


of  tih?  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench. 

the  construction  of  tho  several  Acts  of  Parliament  Chaf- 
undcr  which  this  and  similar  institutions  have  been  ,.LAIK^  ■ 
established,  it  will  ho  necessary  to  refer  to  such  por-  ^DEST  * 
tions  of  these  Acts  as  are  material  to  the  consideration 
of  the  question  before  the  Court.  These  Acts  are  1 and 
2 Geo.  IV.,  cap.  33,  and  tho  6tli  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  54,  the 
latter  being  an  amendment  of  tho  former  Act  ; upon 
the  construction  of  these  two  Acts,  and  of  one  section 
in  the  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  cap.  107,  will  turn  the  decision 
of  the  question.  The  first  two  Acts  are  thus  entitled — 
the  first,  “An  Act  to  make  more  effectual  provisions  for 
the  establishment  of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor,  and 
for  the  custody  of  insane  persons  charged  with  offences 
in  Ireland;”  and  the  second  is,  “An  Act  to  amend  an 
Act  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  IV.,  for  the  establishment 
of  Asylums  for  the  Lunatic  Poor  in  Ireland.”  By  the 
first  of  theso  Acts,  authority  is  given  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenaut,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of  Ireland, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  Majesty’s 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  to  order  and  direct  that  a 
number  of  asylums  for  the  lunatic  poor  in  Ireland  shall 
he  ereoted,  and  a sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  be 
advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Pund,  to  he  paid  and 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  establishing  any 
such  asylums  for  lunatic  poor.  Then  comes  a provision 
that  tho  Grand  J ary  shall  present  for  the  repayment 
of  the  sums  so  advanced,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
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Chap-  erecting  and  establishing  such  asylums,  and  for  main- 
XAisrcr  taining  same,  to  such  amount  and  in  such  proportions 
Question.  ^ s]ian  be  directed  by  an  order  to  be  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  or  other  Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of 
Ireland,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  her  Majesty’s  Privy 
Council.  And,  by  another  section,  that  presentment 
is  made  a peremptory  presentment;  so  that,  if  the 
Grand  Jury  should  not  present,  the  Judge  of  Assize 
shall  put  it  on  the  levy;  and  so  the  amount  is  to  be 
raised  by  a rate.  And,  indeed,  although  it  originally 
and  continuously  educe  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
that  is  a fund  raised  by  levies  on  the  subject  from 
time  to  time.  The  Act  then  proceeds  to  give  autho- 
rity to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Privy  Council,  to  nominate  and  appoint  such  per- 
sons as  he  and  they  shall  think  fit  to  be  Governors  and 
Directors  of  every  snch  asylum;  and  also  to  nominate 
and  appoint  any  persons,  not  exceeding  eight  in  num- 
ber, to  be  Commissioners  for  the  general  control  and 
correspondence,  and  for  the  superintending  and  direct- 
ing the  establishment  and  regulation  of  all  such  asylums; 
and  also,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  to  make,  frame,  and 
establish,  or,  upon  the  suggestion  and  recommendation 
of  such  Commissioners  for  general  control  and  corres- 
pondence, to  adopt  and  authorize  any  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  good  conduct  and  management  of  such  asy- 
lums (an  authority  either  to  originate  rules  and  regula- 
tions, or  to  adopt  them  from  the  suggestion  of  their  Com- 
missioners). Then  follows  a provision,  that  the  Gover- 
nors and  Directors  shall  act  without  fee  or  reward,  and  a 
provision  that  the  Governors  and  Directors  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  make  and  deliver  to  the  Commissioners 
for  auditing  public  accounts,  a return  containing  a 
statement  and  account  of  all  the  funds  intrusted  to  the 
Governors  and  Directors  of  every  such  asylum,  and 
also  the  number  of  patients  received  into  every  such 
asylum,  and  the  number  and  names  of  the  physicians, 
surgeons,  officers,  servants,  and  other  persons  employed 
in  or  about  the  management  of  every  such  asylum. 
That  is  all  of  the  Act  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to,  with 
this  material  exception,  that  although  with  respect  to 
every  regulation  that  I have-  referred  to,  whatever  is 
to  he  done  with  the  advice  and  assent  of  the  Privy 
Council,  there  is  at  the  end  of  one  section  a provision 
which  authorizes  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  his  own  per- 
sonal act  and  authority,  to  make,  order,  and  give  direc- 
tions in  regard  to  criminal  lunatics  (s.  16).  That  is 
the  only  personal  act  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  to 
do.  The  next  Act  is  an  amendment  of  that  Act,  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  the  sum  of  money  which  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  is  authorized  to  advance  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  but  that  sum,  like  the  other  sums, 
is  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  Grand  J ury,  and  is  in  reality 
a rate.  I may  now  advert  to  what  has  been  done 
under  these  Acts;  and  the  first  proceeding  that  is 
important  is,  that  in  the  year  1S43  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Privy  Council,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
so  given,  did  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  good 
conduct  and  management  of  such  asylums,  and'  that 
same  should  be  observed  accordingly;  and  they  proceed 
to  give  very  specific  directions,  not  only  with  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Governors  and  Directors,  but 
with  respect  to  the  admission  and  treatment  of  the 
patients,  and  they  enumerate  the  several  persons  to  be 
employed  under  the  Governors  and  Directors  for  carry- 
ing on  the  institution.  They  give  directions  :for  the 
management  of  the  patients,  to  a certain  extent,  and, 
amid  these  regulations,  there  is  one  relevant  to  the 
question  before  the  Court.  The  Board — that  is,  the 
Governors  and  Directors — shall  make  regulations  for 
the  attendance  of  clergymen  to  visit,  in  that  character, 
any  patients  of  their  own  persuasion,  and  frequent 
visits  of  the  parochial  clergy  to  the  institution  are  par- 
ticularly desired ; and  the  Board  shall,  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  celebration  of  divine  service  before  such 
of  the  inmates  as  their  respective  clergymen  and  the 
physician  shall  deem  fit  to  attend  the  same.  There  is, 
therefore,  an  ordinance  made  upon  that  subject  in  1843, 
in  reference  to  the  particular,  duties  of  the  persona  ' enu- 


merated as  officers  employed  to  carry  on  the  institution.  Chap- 
It  would  thus  appear  that  a complete  system  has  been  lainct 
adopted,  from  1S43,  by  the  authority  alone  competent  QUESTIOiT- 
to  make  rules  and  regulations,  namely,  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  the  Privy  Council ; and  from  the  year  1S43 
to  1S53  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  devia- 
tion from  these  rules  and  regulations,  nor  bas  there 
been  any  complaint  with  respect  to  their  insufficiency 
or  inefficiency.  The  subsequent  proceedings  from  that 
year  are  detailed  in  the  writ  of  mandamus.  It  states 
the  appointment  of  chaplains ; the  order  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  on  the  9th  of  November, 

1853,  for  payment  of  their  salaries ; that  these  salaries 
were  not  included  in  the  estimate  of  the  5th  of  October, 

1853,  of  the  amount  required  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  asylum,  sent  by  the  Board,  nor  in  other  estimates 
which  I need  not  specify;  and  these  were  ordered  to 
be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  these  salaries,  to  be 
paid  from  the  date  of  appointment  of  the  chaplains ; 
that  an  application  had  been  made  for  the  payment  of 
these  salaries,  and  a refusal  by  the  Governors  and 
Directors  to  accede  to  the  order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Privy  Council.  The  return  to  this  mandamus, 
made  by  the  Governors  and  Directors,  explained  the 
grounds  which  they  considered  sufficient  to  justify 
them  in  this  refusal.  The  first  ground  was,  that  they 
were  advised  that  they  ought  not  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  these  chaplains;  that  it  was  an  illegal 
appointment;  and  that,  being  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  a fund,  they  were  bound  to  adminis- 
ter the  funds  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  of 
Parliament ; that  this  Act  was  binding  on  them,  and 
that  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  apply  the  funds  in  a. 
manner  which  they  were  advised  was  illegal.  That 
raises  at  once  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  these 
appointments.  They  then  state  the  fact  of  tlicir  having, 
by  certain  rules  made  by  them,  under  the  regulations 
I have  adverted  to,  made  provision  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  administration  of  such  religious  ordinances 
performed  as  appear  to  them  advisable  to  provide  for ; 
and,  that  so  long  since  as  1834,  they  had  made  regula- 
tions for  that  purpose,  and  from  that  time  they  bad 
found,  by  experience,  that  such  provision  met  the 
exigency  of  the  case.  They  then  state  the  rales  fur- 
nished to  them  in  1843,  and  they  set  out  the  rule  to 
which  I before  alluded  respecting  this  subject,  and  they 
state,  in  their  judgment,  that  the  alteration  sought  to 
be  made  in  the  appointment  of  the  chaplains  would  not 
be  conducive  to  the  advancement  ef  the  institution, 
that  it  was  not  judicious,  and  would  frustrate  their  own 
regulations.  That  the  order  under  which  those  chap- 
lains claimed  admission  to  the  institution  at  all  times 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  authority  of  the  Gover- 
nors and  Directors,  inasmuch  as  the  chaplains  claimed, 
not  under  the  Governors  and  Directors,  but  claimed 
a right  to  visit  the  patients  at  such  times  and  iu  such 
manner  as  appeared  to  them  would  be  the  proper  time 
and  mode  of  exercising  religious  rites  and  ordinances. 

They  then  state,  that  they  never  consented  to  this 
arrangement,  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  judgment, 
and  that  they  received  the  money  and  paid  it  into  the 
bank  in  their  names,  but  that  they  bad  not  applied  it 
for  this  specified  purpose.  That  it  had  been  paid  into 
their  names,  and  that  they  bad  drawn  out  such  sum  as 
was  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  original  estimate, 
hut  that  they  never  accepted  this  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  applied  in  payment  of  the  salary  of  the 
prosecutor,  and  the  other  ehaplains,  and  were  ready  to 
return  it,  but  they  declined  to  be  the  handle  to  admin- 
ister the  money  in  a manner  which  would  be  unad- 
Yisable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  institution;  and 
that  they  were  willing  to  do  any  act  to  have  this 
money  returned  to  the  Treasury.  The  question,  then  , 
is,  whether  that  is  a valid  and  sufficient  ground  for 
their  declining  to  be  made  the  handle  for  administering 
this  fund?  If  the  object  was  illegal  for  which  the 
money  was  to  be  applied,  unquestionably  it  is  a valid 
return ; if  it  were  merely  questionable,  and  that,  in 
their  judgment,  the  object  was  not  foT  the  advantage 
of  the  asylum,  it  may  be  also  argued  whether  that 
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Chap-  ■would  not  be  a good  return.  But,  with  respect  to  tlte 
XiAiNcv  legality  of  the  appointment  itself,  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
Question.  J110nt  requires,  that  whatever  is  done  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  under  the  Act  shall  be  done  by  him,  and 
with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council ; and  the  aver- 
ment on  the  writ  of  mandamus  is,  that  the  appointment 
of  chaplains  was  made  personally  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. It  was  argued  that,  although  those  were 
officers  to  fill  an  office  not  provided  for  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  Crown  had,  by  virtue  of  its  prerogative, 
authority  to  appoint  these  officers.  Now,  without 
going  into  the  question,  whether  or  not  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant had  the  power  to  exercise  a prerogative  as  fully 
as  the  Crown  might  have  done — a question  which  we 
could  not  enter  upon  without  having  the  commission 
before  us  under  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  derives  bis 
authority,  and  which  might  furnish  argument  for 
grave  consideration — without  touching  upon  that,  it  is 
enough  for  us  to  assume,  pro  hac  i 'ice,  lie  had  authority 
to  do  all  that  the  Crown  by  its  prerogative  might  do. 
Though  the  Crown  may  appoint  generally  to  an  office, 
it  cannot  appoint  to  an  office  which  is  to  charge  the 
subject  with  fees.  The  Crown  cannot  create  an  office ; 
anti  the  only  fund  out  of  which  this  salary  was  to 
come  was  a rate  to  bo  levied,  in  the  first  instance,  on 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  which  is  chargeable  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  then  a rate  leviable  by  the  Grand  J ury ; 
therefore,  if  oven  wo  rested  there,  that,  in  itself,  would 
be  a valid  objection.  But  a serious  question  remains, 
whether  an  office  can  be  created  by  virtue  of  the  pre- 
rogative which  the  Legislature  have  not  defined — 
should  be  created  or  provided  for;  that  what  might 
be  imagined  the  Legislature  omitted  should  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  prerogative  ‘l  The  inference 
is,  that  what  the  Legislature  have  not  provided  for, 
they  did  not  intend  to  provide  for,  and  there  is  a 
distinct  declaration  of  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ou  the  subject;  for,  in  the  8th  and  9th  Victoria, 
c.  107,  an  Act  for  establishing  a General  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum,  showing  that  so  little  did  the  Legis- 
lature imagine  that  they  had  not  provided  for  these 
officers,  that  they  have,  in  the  9th  section  of  that  Act, 
authorized  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  nominate  and 
appoint  the  officers  and  servants  of  such  central 
asylum,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 


Council,  to  make,  frame,  and  establish  any  rules  and  Chap 
regulations  which  may  bo  necessary  for  the  conduct  laincy 
and  management  of  such  asylum,  a distinct  authority  Q^eswos. 
is  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  Legislature  — ■ 

personally  to  appoint;  and,  with  respect  to  the  general 
rules  and  regulations,  these  arc  only  to  be  made  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council;  but,  in  the 
two  Acts  in  question  before  the  Court — 1 and  2 Geo. 

IV.,  and  G Goo.  IV. — the  personal  right  in  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  appoint  officers  was  altogether  omitted. 
Therefore,  we  have,  at  the  outset.,  an  objection  to  this 
appointment.  Furl  her,  the  Act  1 and'  2 Geo.  IV.. 
authorizes  rules  and  regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council ; and  the  rules  and 
regulations  which  were  made  in  1843,  as  authorized  by 
the  Act,  were  binding  on  every  one,  and  the  Governors, 
and  Directors  were  to  bo  guided  by  them  ; and,  when 
the  chaplains  were  appointed,  there  was  another  pro- 
vision respecting  chaplains  in  existence  and  unrevoked 
and  with  which  these  new  appointments  must  of  necessity 
conflict;  theroiorc,  upon  this  ground  alone,  the  Gover- 
nors and  Directors  would  not  be  bound  to  be  the  handle 
for  administering  this  fund,  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vised, and  properly  advised,  was  an  illegal  application 
of  the  fund.  They  say  they  never  have  accepted  the 
fund  to  be  applied  for  this  purpose.  If  they  had 
accepted  it,  they  might  be  estopped  from  objecting  to 
the  application  of  it;  but,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment, they  refused  to  be  the  handle  for  the  administra- 
tion of  this  fund.  They  declined  to  amend  the  esti- 
mates returned  to  them,  so  that  this  refusal  is  no  after- 
thought to  enable  them  to  make  a return.  Even  if  it 
were  a question  of  doubt,  when  the  money  is  in  no  pre- 
dicament, whether  wo  should,  by  this  peremptory 
order,  oblige  the  Governors  and  Directors  to  apply 
this  fund,  would  ho  a grave  consideration  ; but  we  are 
of  opinion  there  is  no  question  of  doubt.  We,  there- 
fore, must  overrule  this  demurrer,  and  refuse  this 
peremptory  mandamus.  Onr  delay  in  giving  judgment 
arose  not  from  any  doubt  of  what  onr  decision  should 
he,  but  from  that  becoming  respect  that  was  due  to 
the  authority  under  which  these  proceedings  were  in- 
stituted, wc  thought  it  right  to  give  the  case  the  fullest 
consideration.  Judgment  must,  therefore,  bo  for  the 
defendants,  and  costs  follow  the  judgment. 


Correspondence  relative  to  the  House  of  Industry  Lunatics. — IIardwicke  Cells. 


Sdtotey  ®"°*  1— Letter  from  Sir  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  k.c.b., 
Lunatics.  to  the  Commissioners. 

^ Treasury  Chambers, 

Gentlemen,  29th  January,  1857. 

I am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Ilor 
Majesty’s  Treasury  to  transmit  to  you  copy  of  a letter 
from  the  Under  Secretary  for  Ireland,  requesting  per- 
mission to  insert  in  the  Estimates  for  1857-58,  the  sum 
of  £2,625,  for  the  maintenance  of  105  pauper  lunatics 
and  imbeciles,  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  head,  in  a private 
asylum,  on  their  removal  from  the  hospital  of  the 
House  of  Industry;  and  I am  to  state  that  before  coming 
to  a decision  upon  the  proposal  in  regard  to  those  luna- 
tics, my  Lords  request  to  bo  favoured  with  your  opinion 
thereon ; particularly  whether,  under  the  present  system 
of  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  the  district  asylums 
might  properly  be  required  to  receive  and  provido  for 
cases  of  this  description. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  Trevelyan. 


The  Commissioners  for  Inquiring 
into  Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland), 
6,  Ely-place,  Dublin. 


Enclosure. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Laroom  to  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  House  ok 
m.p.,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

„ Dublin  Castle,  Lunatics. 

Sir,  22i!(l  January,  1857. 

In  reference  to  the  Estimates  for  1857-58,  I am  directed  cnt 
by  (he  Lord  Lieutenant  to  request  that  yon  will  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Trea- 
sury the  ease  of  tlie  lunatics  and  imbeciles  now  in  the  Hospital 
of  the  House  of  Industry.  Their  Lordships  are  aware  that 
these  poor  persons — now  reduced  to  105 — are  supported  by 
Parliament,  having  been,  for  the  most  part,  inmates  of  the  House 
of  Industry  under  its  old  arrangement,  previous  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Irish  Poor  Law. 

The  Board  of  Superintendence  of  the  Dublin  Hospitals,  in 
carrying  out  the  arrangements  intrusted  to  them  by  the  Act  of 
Inst  Session  (19th  and  20th  Vic.,  cap.  110),  and  the  reports  and 
views  of  the  previous  Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  have  repre- 
sented the  necessity  of  removing  these  lunatics,  &c.,  at  as  early 
a period  as  possible,  that  the  building  occupied  by  them,  in 
which  they  are  very  badly  accommodated,  may  be  devoted  to 
the  use  for  which  it  is  intended. 

His  Excellency  has  accordingly  had  under  his  consideration 
the  various  ways  in  which  this  can  be  accomplished. 

1.  By  erecting  a cheap  building  elsewhere,  and  establishing 
a staff  for  the  management  of  the  Institution  thus  constituted. 

2.  By  erecting  a building  in  connexion  with  the  Richmond 
Lunatic  Asylum-a-where  the  Governors  would  be  wiling  to 
receive  them— affording  them  the  superintendence  aud  medical 
management  of  the  asylum  so  long  ns  they  live,  on  condition 
that  the  building  be  given  over  to  the  Governors  afterwards. 

3.  By  placing  them  in  parties  in  such  of  tlio  district  asylums 
as  may  be  willing  to  receive  them,  and  paying  a certain  sum 
per  head  for  their  care  and  maintenance. 
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House  or  4-  % peeing  with  the  managers  of  some  private  asylum 

Industry  or  asylums,  to  take  them  at  a certain  price  per  head. 

Lunatics.  To  the  first— The  expense  of  a staff,  auil  the  claims  it  would 

create,  with  the  difficulty  of  reducing  it  properly,  from  time 

airtlmicl-e  to  time,  as  the  poor  people  die  off,  are  sufficient  objections  to 
tells.  place  it  at  once  out  of  the  question. 

To  the  second — It  is  to  be  objected  that  the  building  could 
not  be  ready  for  occupation  in  sufficient  time  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject if  it  were  not  also  too  expensive  to  be  worth  while. 

To  the  third— The  objections  are,  the  possible  collision  with 
Boards  of  Governors ; the  fact  that,  though  there  are  at  present 
some  beds  to  spare  in  two  of  the  district  asylums,  they  will 
not  long  be  available ; and  the  consideration  that  as  the  greater 
part,  probably  the  whole  of  these  patients,  are  incurable,  they 
would  occupy  space  which  is  far  more  wanted  for  the  curable 
patients  of  the  districts. 

The  fourth,  therefore,  appeared  the  most  desirable  mode  of 
providing  for  these  lunatics,  and  accordingly  several  managers 
have  been  applied  to,  and  their  preniisesreported  on  by  the 
Inspectors.  But  there  is  no  such  asylum  which  could  receive 
the  whole  of  the  patients,  and, indeed,  none  which  the  Inspectors 
recommend.  A proposition,  however,  has  beeu  received  from 
Ur.  Stewart,  late  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry,  to  estab- 
lish, at  his  own  cost,  a private  asylum  under  the  Act  (5th  and 
6th  Vic.,  cap.  123),  aud  take  the  whole  105  patients  at  the 
rate  of  £25  per  annum  each,  with  such  other  patients  us  may 
offer.  This  cost  is  somewhat  greater  than  their  present  cost ; 
but  there  will  not  be  an  establishment  to  frame,  nor  building 
to  erect ; and  they  will  be  suitably  accommodated,  which  at 
present  they  are  not.  Hr.  Stewart’s  asylum  will  be,  in  com- 
mon with  other  private  asylums,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Inspectors,  and  lie  will,  in  regard  to  these  patients,  be  under 
the  special  control  of  the  Inspectors  as  to  dietary  and  manage- 
ment. It  is  proposed  that  the  contract  be,  in  the  first  instance, 
limited  to  five  years,  by  which  time  the  number  will  have  con. 
siderably  diminished,  and  the  terms  can  be  revised. 

I am,  therefore,  to  request  their  Lordships’  sanctiou  for  the 
insertion,  in  the  ensuing  year'sEstiuiates,  of  the  amount  of  the 
expense,  under  the  following  head,  viz. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  maintaining,  in  a private 
asylum,  105  lunatic  patients  (formerly  confined 
and  supported  in  the'Hardwicke  cells  ol  the  House 
of  Industry),  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  head,  . . £2,625 

If  their  Lordships  agree  to  this  arrangement,  I am  to  request 
their  immediate  sanction,  that  Dr.  Stewart  may  prepare  l'or 
the  reception  of  the  lunatics  the  house  lie  intends  to  take, 
which  is  a building  at  Lucan,  formerly  a school,  having 
large  rooms,  in  a convenient  and  healthy  situation. 

I am,  &c., 

(Signed)  Tiiomas  A.  Larcobi. 

James  Wilson,  Esq.,  si. p. 


No.  2. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  Sir  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  k.c.b. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission 

(Ireland),  G,  Ely-place,  Dublin, 

Sir,  January  31,  1857. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums 
and  other  Institutions  for  the  Insane  in  Ireland,  and 
into  the  law  relating  thereto,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  requesting  the  opinion 
of  the  Commissioners  on  a proposition  which  has  been 
.•submitted  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Treasury,  for  the  maintenance,  in  a private  asylum,  of 
the  pauper  lunatics  now  confined  in  the  Hardwicke  cells, 
and  more  particularly  whether,  under  the  present  sys- . 
tom  of  luuatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  the  district  asylums 
might  properly  be  required  to  receive  and  provide  for 
cases  of  this  description. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous,  in  the  first  instance, 
of  expressing  the  "satisfaction  it  has  afforded  them  to 
find  that  the  condition  of  the  lunatics  confined  in  the 
Hardwicke  cells  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Irish 
Government,  and  that  an  immediate  prospect  is  thus 
afforded  of  their  being  more  suitably  accommodated, 
and  their  present  unsatisfactory  condition  improved. 

The  Hardwicke  cells  were  visited  by  the  Commis- 
sioners shortly  after  the  commencement  of  their  labours, 
and  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  buildings 
were,  in  every  way,  unsuited  for  the  detention  of  luna- 
tics, and  that  the  removal  of  the  present  inmates  was 
most  desirable.  Moreover,  these  afflicted  and  generally 
helpless  beings  did  not  appear  to  receive  that  care  and 
attention  which  they  required,  and  which,  in  an  insti- 
tution so  directly  under  the  control  of  a public  board, 
and  maintained  out  of  the  public  funds,  was  more  par- 
ticularly to  be  expected.  The  Commissioners  do  not  feel 
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it  necessary  to  enter  minutely  into  details,  as  they  con-  House  of 
sider  no  alterations  in  the  arrangements  would  suffice  Industry 
to  render  the  Hardwicke  cells  a suitable  place  for  the  Lunatics. 
reception  of  lunatics.  „ "TT , . 

I hey  desire,  therefore,  most  earnestly  to  recommend  CcQs. 
for  their  Lordships’  favourable  consideration  the  re- 
moval, at  the  earliest  possible  period,  of  the  present 
inmates  of  the  Hardwicke  cells  to  some  more  suitable 
establishment. 

With  reference  to  the  four  propositions  contained  in 
Colonel  Larcora’s  letter,  viz. : — 

1 . The  erection  of  a new  building  elsewhere,  and  establish- 
ing a staff  for  the  management  of  the  institution  thus  consti- 
tuted ; 

2.  The  erection  of  a new  building,  in  connexion  with  the 
Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  eventually  to  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Governors  of  that  institution  on  condition  of  their 
affording  the  transferred  patients  the  benefit  ol’  the  superin- 
tendence and  medical  management  of  that  asylum  during  their 
lives ; 

3.  Placing  them  in  parties  hi  such  of  the  district  asylums 
as  may  be  willing  to  receive  them,  and  paying  for  their  main- 
tenance therein ; 

4.  By  agreeing  with  the  managers  of  certain  private  asylums 
to  receive  them; 

the  Commissioners  desire  me  to  state  that  they  do  not 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  erect  an  asylum  merely 
for  the  reception  of  the  remnant  of  the  House  of  Industry 
lunatics,  now  confined  in  the  Hardwicke  cells.  As  no 
addition  can  now  be  made  to  that  number,  ami  many 
are  of  an  advanced  age,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  a 
diminished  number  will  have  to  be  provided  for  in  each 
succeeding  year,  so  that,  at  no  distant  period,  the  cost 
of  maintaining  an  establishment  for  the  reduced  num- 
bers would  be  proportionately  so  great  as  to  point  out 
the  propriety  of  the  patients  being  provided  for  in  some 
of  the  other  institutions  for  the  custody  of  the  insane. 

The  second  proposition  is  objected  to  in  Colonel  Larcom’s 
letter  on  grounds  in  which  the  Commissioners  fully  con- 
cur, viz.  : — “That  the  building  could  not  be  ready  for 
occupation  in  sufficient  time  to  effect  the  object  in  view, 
if  .it  were  not  also  too  expensive  to  be  worth  while.” 

And  this  objection  the  Commissioners  consider  equally 
applies  to  the  first  proposition  previously  considered. 

Moreover,  the  Commissioners  have  already  received  a 
statement  from  the  Governors  of  the  Richmond  Luuatic 
asylum,  intimating  their  opinion  that  the  requirements 
of  the  district  under  their  charge  will  necessitate  addi- 
tional accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor  being  pro- 
vided, and  pointing  out,  as  the  most  desirable  mode  of 
accomplishing  this  object,  the  erection  of  additional 
buildings  on  the  ground  at  present  in  their  occupation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  do  not 
consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Government 
to  make  any  proposition  to  the  Board  of  Governors  for 
occupying  any  portion  of  their,  at  present,  not  over- 
extensive  grounds  with  a building  that  would  not  be 
available  for  the  wants  of  the  lunatic  poor  of  the  dis- 
trict, for  whom  the  Governors  feel  called  upon  to 
provide. 

The  third  proposition,  for  distributing  the  patients 
in  the  Hardwicke  cells  through  such  of  the  district 
lunatic  asylums  as  would  be  willing  to  receive  them, 
has  received,  as  their  Lordships  desired,  the  most  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  Commissioners.  Although  they 
have  only  made  a partial  investigation  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  lunatic  poor  in  the  several  districts,  yet 
the  Commissioners  do  Dot  feel,  with  the  information 
which  is  already  before  them,  that  any  proposition  for 
appropriating  the  unoccupied  accommodation  of  the 
few  asylums  which  could  afford  it  to  other  than  district 
lunatics  could,  with  safety,  be  adopted. 

It  is  chiefly  in  the  recently  erected  asylums  that 
this  accommodation  exists,  and  from  all  that  has  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Commissioners  as  to  the  extent 
of  paqper  lunacy  unprovided  for  in  these  districts,  the 
Commissioners  think  it  more  than  probable  that  the 
additional  accommodation  available  will  be  required 
by  the  districts  themselves. 

As  regards  the  particular  inquiry  made-by  their  Lord- 
ships  in  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  these  lunatics 
in  the  district  asylums,  the  Commissioners  do  not  con- 
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House  of  sider  that  the  Governors  of  the  several  district  asylums 
Industry  could  be  required  to  receive  and  provide  for  them. 
Lunatics.  qqiese  patients  have  for  years  been  the  inmates  of  an 
Bardimtke  asylum  in  the  metropolis,  supported  by  the  State,  and 
Celle.  there  do  not  appear  any  grounds  upon  which  it  could 
equitably  be  required  of  the  ratepayers  of  particular 
districts  to  provide  for  any  number  of  them. 

The  last  proposition,  by  which  these  lunatics  are  to  ho 
provided  for  in  a private  asylum,  hut  at  the  cost  of  the 
State,  as  heretofore,  appears  of  all  thoso  suggested  the 
most  desirable.  The  Commissioners  having  visited  all 
the  private  asylums  in  Ireland,  with  one  exception, 
concur  with  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  that 
there  is  no  existing  establishment  which  could  receive 
all  the  Hard wickc  cell  lunatics,  nor  any  where  it  would 
he  probable  that  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the 
reception  or  proper  accommodation  of  any  large  portion 
of  them.  In  the  letter  of  Colonel  Larcoin  it  is,  however, 
stated  that  a proposition  has  been  made  by  Dr.  H. 
Stewart,  the  actual  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry, 
and  Superintendent,  as  such,  of  the  Ilardwicke  cells,  to 
receive  those  patients  in  a private  asylum,  for  which 
he  is  to  be  licensed,  and  at  a house  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lucan,  near  Dublin.  It  appears  to  the  Commissioners 
that  some  such  arrangement  should  be  made  with  some 
individual ; and  while  they  do  not  consider  the  sum 
named  (£25)  for  the  annual  maintenance  of  each  lunatic 
as  unreasonable, theythink  that,  before  any  arrangement 
made  by  the  Government  comes  into  operation,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  should  satisfy  himself  of  the  suitableness  of 
the  building,  and  arrangements  for  the  reception  of 
lunatics,  anil  of  the  efficiency  of  the  superintendence 
to  be  provided.  Under  no  circumstances  should  such 
an  Institution  be  without  somo  resident  medical  attend- 
ant, and  the  contract  with  the  Government  should  pro- 
vide for  such  control,  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  ; for  tlio 
provisions  of  the  existing  law,  as  regards  licensed  houses 
for  the  reception  of  the  insane,  do  not  arm  the  Inspectors 
with  such  authority  as  regards  the  dietary  and  general 
managetnen  tas  ColonelLarcom’s  letter  intimates  that  they 
are  to  exercise  over  the  proposed  establishment.  With 
these  securities  the  Commissioners  nn  hesitatingly  recom- 
mend to  their  Lordships’  favourable  consideration  that 
provision  should  he  made  for  the  lunatic  patients  in  the 
Ilardwicke  cells  in  such  a manner  as  is  suggested  by  his 
Excellency  the  Loi'd  Lieutenant.  The  Commissioners 
have  not  all,  however,  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  premises  referred  to,  and  are  unable,  therefore,  to 
report  specially  on  their  eligibility.  Neither  would  they 
he  understood  as  recommending  that  while  Dr.  IX. 
Stewart  holds  an  official  appointment  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  at  a distance  of  several  miles  from  tho  proposed 
asylum,  the  Government  should  contract  with  him  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  patients  in  an  institution  to 
which,  of  necessity,  his  care  and  supervision  can  bo 
little,  if  at  all  extended — unless  a resident  medical  su- 
perintendent were  appointed. 

, I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  Baery,  Secretary. 

To  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan,  K.O.B., 

&c.  &c. 


No.  3 Letter  from  Colonel  Larcom  to  the 

Chairman  of  the  Commissioners. 

Dublin  Castle,  February  5th,  1857. 
Sib, 

I am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  transmit 
the 'enclosed  copy  of  a report  from  Dr.  Nugent,  in  re- 
ference to  a communication  from  the  Loras  Commis- 
sioners-of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to.  your  Commission, 


relativo  to  the  lunatics  now  in  tho  Ilardwicke  cells  of 
the  House  of  Industry. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  A.  Larcom. 

Sir  T.  Redington,  k.O.b.,  &c. 


House  or 
Industry 
Lunatics. 

IJardwich 
Cell a. 


Enclosure  in  Colonel  Larcom’s  Letter. 

Ruthuid-square,  February  1st,  1857. 

Sia, 

Herewith  I have  (lie  honour  to  return  the  various  docu- 
ments you  sent  me  with  reference  to  the  proposition  of  placing 
105  lunatics,  belonging  to  the  old  House  of  Industry,  under  the 
charge  of  111-.  Stewart,  at  u sum  of  £25  per  head  per  annum. 
These  documents  seem  to  me  .sufficiently  clear,  save  on  two 
points,  on  which  I shall  endeavour  to  afford  information  that 
may  not  he  altogether  inappropriate.  1st,  as  to  the  exactness 
in  number  of  105  patients  chargeable  to  tho  Treasury,  I would 
beg  to  observe,  as  a preliminary,  that  the  11  Geo.  IV.  repealed 
tho  55  Gen.  1 II.,  and  transformed  the  Richmond  from  a General 
Asylum  for  the  country  at  large  into  a District  Institution,  to 
bo  supported  by  Grand.  Jury  Presentments.  Subsequently, 
after  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Bill  in  1839,  such  of  the 
lunatics  as  belonged  to  the  House  of  Industry  (then  changed 
into  a Poor  Law  Union),  and  who  were  not  located  in  the 
Ilardwicke  colls,  were  transferred  to  Island  Bridge  us  Govern- 
ment patients. 

In  the  year  1 844,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  urgent 
cases  for  admission  at  the  Richmond  Asylum,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  remove  a certain  portion  of  chronic  incurable  cases  from 
it  to  Island  Bridge,  which  establishment  was  then  under  the 
control  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  who  “expended  the 
necessary  sums  for  the  maintenance  of  all  its  inmates  j”  and  an 
Act,  9 & 10  Vie.,  was  passed,  authorizing  the  Commissioners 
to  recover  from  the  district,  by  Grand  Jury  Presentment,  such 
moneys  as  might  be  expended  by  them  for  tho  care,  mainten- 
ance, and  superintendence  of  the  lunatic  poor  so  removed,  or 
to  be  removed,  from  time  to  time,  front  the  Richmond  Asylum. 
Tho  Vilnius  operuntli  was  as  follows : — *•  Suppose  live  vacancies 
occurred  in  the  Poor  Law — or,  more  proi  crly  speaking,  the 
Government  Luuatie — Department  at  Island  Bridge  or  the 
colls,  and  that,  it  was  desirable  to  transfer  live  chronic  cases 
from  tho  Richmond,  the  Inspectors  submitted  their  wishes  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  On  their  sanction,  the  live 
patients  were  removed,  and  duly  charged,  lrom  tlio  day  of 
admission,  to  the  county  of  the  district  to  which  each  respec- 
tively belonged,  Government  being  repaid  through  tho  Com- 
missioners. " 

To  meet  this  expenditure  tlio  Commissioners  annually  esti- 
mated a probable  amount,  equal  to  cover  all  tho  beds  both  at 
the  Ilardwicke  and  Island  Bridge,  as  there  was  always  a draft 
from  the  Richmond  certain  to  till  them.  Tims,  then,  the  last 
estimate,  1855-H,  was  for  )7«  at  island  Bridge,  and  for  99  at 
the  cells — a total  of  277;  of  whom,  I believe,  about  118  were 
lionii  Julu  House  of  Industry,  the  others,  Richmond  patients, 
paid  for  as  above  stated,  and  on  the  same  principle  as  in  dis- 
trict asylums;  in  the  latter  instance  tlio  money  advancing 
quarterly  on  estimate  j in  former,  annually.  These  facts  would 
scorn,  in  the  pressure  of  business,  to  have  escaped  Mr.  Shelley. 
Last  year,  on  the  completion  of  the  new  Richmond  Asylum,  we 
took  hack  all  our  former  patients,  leaving  109  House  of  Industry 
lunatics  behind,  now  reduced  to  KM  (olio  died  on  the  29th). 

With  reference  to  the  charge  proposed  by  Dr.  Stewart,  your 
communication  to  tho  Treasury  places  tho  question  in  its 
clearest  light. 

The  loss  at  first  is  subsequently  compensated  by  tlio  gain  on 
smaller  numbers,  and  by  an  irresponsibility  to  any  party — a 
motive  which,  I am  sure,  influenced  tho  Treasury  iii  its  allow- 
ance per  head  annually  for  130  criminals  r lunatics)  located  in 
private  licensed  houses  in  England,  but  who,  from  their  place 
in  the  General  Estimate,  would  seem  to  belong  to  this  country. 

2nd.  As  to  the  proposition  of  placing  the  House  of  Industry 
patients  in  district  asylums  (however  approved  in  the  abstract), 
L apprehend  it  could  not  possibly  be  acted  on.  These  asylums 
have  been  erected  for  the  lunatic  poor  of  specific  districts,  and 
even  was  there  a disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Governors,  or 
could  they  be  legally  obliged  to  grant  admission,  the  institu- 
tions belonging  to  the  counties,  from  which  the  House  of  In- 
dustry patients  originally  came,  would  be  found  already,  if  I 
may  use  the  term,  in  a state  of  congestion. 

Actuated  by  a desire  to  do  the  best  for  the  poor  lunatics 
themselves,  and  to  save  unnecessary  expense,  I have  given,  as 
you  are  aware,  much  attention  to  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. I have  visited  and  examined  different  places  as  Govern- 
ment Depots,  and  we  have  both  fully  discussed  various  sug- 
gestions. 

I feel  there  are  objections  to  Dr.  Stewart’s  proposal ; but  I 
see  no  better  than  it  at  present.  If  accepted,  these  objections 
should  be  obviated  by  a strict  understanding  and  the  due  fulfil- 
ment of  every  engagement. 

I have,  &c., 

John  Nucent. 

Colonel  Larcom. 


[Correspondence. 
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Correspondence  in  reference  to  Lifford  Idiot  Cells. 


No.  1. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Clarke. 

Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission, 
(Ireland),  6,  Ely-place,  Dublin, 

Sir,  November  19tb,  1857. 

I am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into 
Lunatic  Asylums,  and  into  the  state  of  the  Law  relating 
to  Lunatics  and  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  to  request 
that  you  will  furnish  them,  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, with  a statement  of  the  present  number  of  inmates 
in  the  idiot  cells  at  Lifford,  and  of  the  numbers  who 
have  been  confined  therein  during  each  of  the  last  ten 
years,  distinguishing  them  according  to  sex. 

The  Commissioners  will  also  feel  obliged  by  your 
informing  them  how  provision  is  made  for  the  support 
of  the  idiots  in  question;  and,  if  by  Grand  Jury  Pre- 
sentment, by  your  supplying  them  with  a statement  of 
the  sums  presented,  in  each  of  the  ten  years  specified, 
for  that  purpose,  together  with  a reference  to  the  Act 
under  which  such  presentments  have  been  made. 

You  will  likewise  have  the  goodness  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners,  whether  it  is  intended 
that  any  new  admissions  shall  be  made  into  the  cells,  or 
whether  the  present  inmates  only  are  to  be  supported 
therein. 

I have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  Barry,  Secretary. 

To  tlie  Rev.  Edward  Marmaduke  Clarke,  &c., 

Local  Prison  Inspector,  Lifford. 


No?  2. — Letter  from  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Clarke  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commission. 

Lifford,  November  20th,  1857. 
Sir, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  replying  to  the  queries 
submitted  to  me,  by  desire  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant, 
which  I received  this  morning. 

1.  “ The  present  number  in  the  idiot  cells  at  Lifford, 
and  numbers  who  have  been  confined  therein  during 
each  of  the  last  ten  years,  distinguishing  them  according 
to  sex  ?” 


Males. 


Present  number  confined,  1 

Confined  in  1847  , 3 

„ 1848,  2 

„ 1849,  2 

„ 1850,  2 

„ 1891,  2 

„ 1852,  2 

„ 1853,  2 

„ 1854,  2 

1655,  2 

„ 1856,  1 


Females.  Lifford 
2 Idiot 

4 Cells. 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 


As  regards  this  query  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that 
those  afflicted  persons  are  (or  ever  have  been)  literally 
confined  in  cells.  They  sleep  in  such ; hut,  during  the 
daytime,  they  are  either  in  the  keeper’s  kitchen  (which 
they  use  as  a day-room),  or,  when  the  weather  permits, 
in  the  ground  attached  to  the  local  asylum. 

2.  “ How  provision  is  made  for  the  support  of  the 
idiots  in  question  ; and,  if  by  presentment,  a statement 
of  the  sums  presented  in  each  of  the  ten  years  specified ; 
together  with  a reference  to  the  Act  under  which  such 
presentments  have  been  made  ?” 

Provision  is  made  for  their  support — food,  clothing, 
bedding,  fuel,  &c.,  being  supplied  for  their  use  from  the 
gaol  stores.  Food  is  daily  supplied  ; fuel,  weekly ; 
bedding,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries  as  required. 
They  receive  the  prisoners’  ordinary  allowance  of  pro- 
visions, issued  each  morning,  and  have,  in  addition,  an 
extra  allowance  for  their  supper.  Any  extra  nourish- 
ment which  the  medical  attendant  of  the  gaol  may  con- 
sider necessary  in  any  case  is  also  supplied. 

No  distinct  presentment  is  (or  has  been)  made.  The 
total  cost  of  support  is  defrayed  from  the  presentment 
made  under  7 Geo.  IV.,  cap.  74,  for  the  support  of  the 
gaol. 

3.  “ Whether  it  is  intended  that  any  new  admission 
shall  be  made  into  the  cells,'  or  whether  the  present 
inmates  only  are  to  be  supported  therein  T 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Armagh  District  Asylum 
(with  which  the  county  Donegal  was  primarily  con- 
nected), when  the  Grand  Jury  ordered  that  no  patient 
should  thenceforward  be  admitted,  no  new  admission 
has  taken  place.  I would  infer  from  this  circumstance 
that  it  is  not  intended  that  any  new  admission  will  be 
made ; and  that  not  more  than  the  present  number  are 
to  be  supported  therein. 

I remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  Clarke, 

Local  Inspector. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq.,  Secretary,  &c. 


Correspondence  relative  to  Lunatics  in  Workhouses. 


No.  1. — Belfast  Union. 

Board-room,  Workhouse, 
22nd  May,  1857. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Ireland. 
Gentlemen,  ' 

The  Belfast  Board  of  Poor  Law  Guardians  regret 
that  they  had  not  an  opportunity,  when  the  Commission 
sat  here,  to  lay  before  it  their  views  relative  to  the 
state  of  insane  persons  in.  union  workhouses.  Of  the 
evils  of  the  existing  system  there  cannot  be  any  ques- 
tion. It  is  evident  that  dangerous  lunatics  cannot  be 
safely  managed  in  the  wards  of  a workhouse,  while 
idiots,  incurable  lunatics,  and  epileptics  cannot  be  pro- 
perly cared  for  by  pauper  attendants ; and  the  inter- 
mixture of  curable  and  incurable  lunatics,  idiots,  and 
epileptics  is  fraught  with  many  lamentable  evils. 

The  Board,  therefore,  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
such  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  law  regarding  the 
admission  and  removal  of  insane  persons  into  the  dis- 
trict. asylum  as  will  provide  for  the  immediate  admis- 


sion of  lunatics  dangerous  to  themselves  or  others  Lunatics 
into  the  district  hospital  for  the  insane,  by  an  order  w Worx- 
signed  by  two  magistrates,  founded  upon  tbe  declaration  H0DSES- 
of  two  legally  qualified  medical  practitioners,  such  insane  Belfast. 
persons  to  remain  under  cure  until  the  approval  of  the 
looal  governors,  at  their  next  ensuing  meeting;  all  such 
cases  to  be  reported  to  the  Government  authorities. 

The  Board  would  also  suggest  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  removal  of  idiots,  incurable  lunatics, 
and  epileptics  from  workhouses  and  district  hospitals 
for  the  insane  into  a provincial  or  county  asylum 
built  and  maintained  for  the  purpose.  At  all  events, 
whatever  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  may  be, 
this  Board  is  satisfied  that  the  Commissioners  will  see 
the  necessity  of  some  radical  change  in  the  existing 
arrangements,  so  as  to  remedy  the  many  evils  which 
attend  upon  the  present  legal  provision  made  for  the 
cure  of  this  most  afflicted  of  our  species. 

For  the  Board  of  Guardians, 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  M'Connell, 

Presiding  Chairman. 
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LUNATIC  ASYLUMS,  IRELAND,  COMMISSION. 


Lunatics  No.  2. — Enniscortiiy  Union, 

in  Work- 
houses. Sir,  30th  April,  1857. 

Enniscorthy.  I"  reply  to  your  communication,  accompanied  by 
“ Heads  of  Inquiry,”  on  which  the  Commissioners  lor 
Lunatic  Asylums  request  the  remarks  of  this  Board  of 
Poor  Law  Guardians,  I am  directed  by  tlio  Board  to 
state,  that  with  regard  to  the  existing  law  or  practice 
relating  to  lunatics,  under  the  Throe  Classes  No.  1., 
they  have  no  information  on  which  to  found  any  re- 
marks, except  in  the  case  of  the  lunatic  inmates  of  tin's 
workhouse,  for  whom  very  inadequate  accommodation 
is  provided,  without  any  means  of  curativo  relief.  Their 
number  lias  averaged,  for  the  last  five  years,  2(i ; and 
although  no  accident  has  attended  their  custody,  as  a 
class  they  much  derange  discipline  ; and  the  accommo- 
dation provided  in  the  asylum  at  Carlow  has  not  been 
able  to  diminish  their  numbers ; and  although  this 
Union  is  affiliated  with  it  as  a part  of  the  county  Wex- 
ford, the  asylum  is  too  far  distant  for  any  inspection 
or  control,  even  if  the  present  state  of  the  law  contem- 
plated such.  The  Guardians  cannot,  therefore,  offer 
any  observations. 

On  the  subject  of  lunatic  districts,  the  Guardians 
consider  that  a lunatic  district  should  embrace  as 
large  a space  as  will  permit  sufficient  control  ami  in- 
spection of  the  management  and  expenditure  to  those 
parties  who  pay  for  its  maintenance,  so  as  to  lighten 
the  burden  of  its  establishment  charges  without  a 
greater  aggregate  of  patients  than  can  bo  properly  at- 
tended to.  For  this  object,  an  area  embracing  from 
four  to  six  Poor  Law  Unions  should  probably  suffice. 

An  asylum  should  provide  for  a poor  class  and  for 
persons  who  can  pay  partially  for  their  support  aud 
treatment;  also,  in  some  cases,  for  such  persons  as  may 
be  able  to  pay  tlio  entire  cost  of  their  treatment.  The 
two  first  classes  should  be  admitted  on  certificate  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Union  from  which  they  arc 
transmitted  (and  through  which  payment  for  them 
should  bo  provided),  by  an  order  of  ilio  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  countersigned  by 
the  Clork,  a printed  form  for  which  should  ho  pro- 
vided. 

Dangerous  lunatics  might  bo  admitted  from  Her 
Majesty’s  gaols,  as  at  present.  Wo  consider  that  a 
ebargeability,  as  between  Poor  Law  Unions,  will  bo 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  great  difference  which 
exists  in  the  number  of  lunatics  in  different  localities, 
and  to  avoid  thoir  unfair  removal  from  place  to  place 
whilst  at  large : and  in  this  view,  a Board  of  Guardians 
may  order  the  arrest,  on  the  affidavit  of  their  Behoving 
Officer,  of  any  strangers  apparently  lunatic  for  exami- 
nation; and  then,  on  cortificato  of  thoir  Medical  Oilicer, 
may  transmit  such  strango  lunatic  to  tlio  asylum,  first 
having  examined  into  his  place  of  general  residence  for 
the  last  two  years ; and  having  ascertained  where  he 
spent  the  greater  part  of  that  time,  being  insane,  they 
shall  report  the  same  to  the  Inspector  of  Lunatics,  who. 
having  investigated  the  truth  of  the  report,  shall  mako 
the  party  chargeable  on  such  Union  of  that  or  any 
other  lunatic  district  as  he  may  appear  to  have  been 
living  in  during  the  earlier  twelve  months  of  such 
period,  and  shall  order  his  removal  to  the  asylum  of 
the  district  within  which  such  Poor  Law  Union  is 
situate,  with  an  order  for  payment  of  expenses  incurred 
on  his  behalf  by  said  Union. 

That  the  class  of  poor  lunatics  shall  bo  definod  as  for 
the  purposes  of  Medical  Charities. 

That  any  momber  of  a family  not  entitled  in  his  own 
right  to  £10  a-year,  or  for  whom,  being  under  ago 
(15),  his  parents  cannot  afford  to  pay  that  sum,  shall 
be  also  entitled. 

That  persons  belonging  to  the  Union,  who  aro  them- 
selves entitled  to  proporty  above  £10  and  under  £20 
or  whose  family  can  afford  to  pay  £10,  boing  the  ex- 
pense of  diet  ana  clothing,  shall  be  received  at  that 
sum,  the  diet,  Ac.,  to  bo  the  same  (with  some  distinctive 
difference  in  the  clothing)  as  for  the  poor  class. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  for  whose  accommodation 
a district  asylum  is  necessary,  a third  olass  might  be 


provided  with  accommodation  in  a small  number,  whose  Lunatics 
friends,  living  as  ratepayers  in  the  district,  would  pay  in  Work- 
£20  a-year  (about  tlio  cost  of  maintenance  and  estab-  nol'S£s. 
bailment) ; those  patients  might  have  a separate  ball  ~ — 

diet,  and  better  clothing;  ami  in  a state  of  couvalcs-  'w"SCOlUlv- 
cence  or  quietude,  might  act  us  monitors  or  work  over- 
seers. In  all  eases,  the  admission  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Poor  Law  G uardians,  who  should  bo  responsible 
for  the  maintenance,  &c.,  and  who,  in  the  case  of  classes 
two  and  three,  should  take  security  from  the  parties 
for  payment  of  tiic  relief  thus  given  by  way  of  loan. 

Por  tlio  management  of . such  a district  asylum,  each 
Union  should  nominate  from  its  Board,  at  thoir  first 
meeting  after  the  25th  March,  in  each  year,  eight  Go- 
vernors, onc-lialf  being  Ex-officio  Guardians,  tlio  other 
half  Elected  Guardians,  all  of  them  resident  in  the  dis- 
trict, forming  a Board  of  thirty-two  persons  (of  whom 
seven  shall  ho  a quorum),  to  meet  once  in  each  month 
at  the  asylum.  They  shall  elect  a Chairman  and  Vice- 
Chairman,  and  tlicir  duties  shall  bo  to  examine  the 
admission. and  discharge  of  patients;  the  Medical  Report 
of  the  Superintendent  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  establishment ; to  examine  the  provision  check  and 
other  accounts;  make  contracts  for  supply  of  requisites 
by  public  tender,  &c.,  &e. ; and  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  the  month,  as  against  each  Poor  Law  Union  of  the 
district,  aud  forward  them  for  payment  as  in  the  case 
at  present  with  Fever  Hospitals  and  Dispensary  Com- 
mittees. 

A Government  Inspector  should  attend  those  meet- 
ings from  time  to  time;  Governors  not  to  interfere  with 
dietary  or  discipline;  complaints  in  those  matters  re- 
ferable to  the  Inspectors,  either  liy  the  Governors,  or 
by  other  parties  through  the  Governors. 

On  the  formation  of  a lunatic  district,  tlio  Board  of 
Governors  shall  ho  immediately  appointed,  and  shall  bo 
the  parties  to  select  the  sito  and  provide  the  necessary 
accommodation,  subject  to  the  approval  of  tlio  Lord 
Lieutenant,  tlio  expense  to  bo  defrayed  by  advances 
from  Hor  Majesty’s  Treasury,  repayable  by  equal 
annual  instalments  of  tlio  sum  required,  divided  over  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  without  interest,  tlio  payments 
of  which  shall  bo  made  by  apoundago  rate  on  tlio  asso- 
ciated Unions  as  for  tlio  purposes  of  tho  Poor  Law  Acts, 
and  bo  raised  by  tlio  Guardians  as  part  of  the  rates  of 
the  Union. 

The  Medical  Superintendent,  the  Clerk,  and  other 
officers,  should  be  chosen  by  the  Governors  of  tho  asy- 
lum, subject  to  tho  approval  of  tho  Lord  Lieutenant. 

In  the  above  suggestions,  tlio  Guardians  found  their 
opinions  on  tlio  principles  already  applied  to  other 
Medical  Charities,  that  all  classes — landlord  and  tenant 
— shall  contribute  to  their  support  ami  treatment,  as 
well  as  to  the  buildings  or  accommodation  provided  for 
them. 

In  the  choice  of  locality  for  an  asylum,  we  earnestly 
pross  on  your  consideration  that  a good  supply  of 
water,  or,  if  possible,  a commanding  head  of  water, 
shall  not  be  overlooked,  as  was  unfortunately  the  case 
of  too  many  of  the  workhouses ; that  the  situation  of 
an  asylum  should  be  central  in  its  district,  the  soil 
dry,  the  aspect  warm  and  cheerful.  And,  in  conclu- 
sion,. we  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  such 
inquiries,  and  of  giving  such  information,  as  will  satisfy 
the  public  if  any  part  of  the  surplus  workhouse  accom- 
modation through  Ireland  may  not  be  made  available 
for  the  purposes  of  lunatic  asylums. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

J.  Kennedy,  Clerk. 

To  the  Secretary, 

Commission  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 

Dublin. 


No.  3. — Balrothery  Union.  BainOiav- 

Board  Room,  Lusk, 

Sir,  20th  April,  1857. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  this 
Union  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Lunatio 
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Lunatics  Asylums  Commission  (Ireland),  the  accompanying 
in  Work-  copies  of  Minutes  and  Letters  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
houses.  miaaioners  on  the  subject  of  the  lunatic  inmates  in  this 
Balrothery.  establishment. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Scai.lan, 

Clerk  of  the  Union. 

M.  J.  Barry,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Lunatic  Asylums  Commission. 

Report  op  Visiting  Committee. 

Balrothery  Union, 

Utli  March,  1857. 

We  have  visited  the  house  and  fever  hospital,  and  found 
every  tiling  very  clean.  A sewer  is  choked  up,  and  there  are 
many  lunatics  in  the  house  for  whom  it  is  impossible  to  pro- 
vide in  a suitable  manner. 

Talbot  De  Mai.ajiide. 

Hans  H.  Woods. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office, 
Sir,  Dublin,  21st  March,  1857. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Belief 
of  the  Poor  in  Ireland  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Minutes  of 
Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Balrothery  Union 
on  the  11  th  instant,  and  request  to  he  furnished  with  the 
observations  of  the  Guardians  on  the  Report  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  as  to  the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  Workhouse 
for  whom  it  is  stated  to  he  difficult  to  provide  in  a suitable 
manner. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

B.  Banks,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Clerk,  Balrothery  Union. 

Balrothery  Union, 

1st  April,  1857. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Guardians  held  on  this  day,  read  letter 
No.  05 16/1857,  21st  March,  1857,  from  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, respecting  the  Report  of  the  Visiting  Committee  rela- 
tive to  the  lunatic  inmates. 

The  Board  desire  to  say  that  they  have  at  present  three 


male  lunatics,  and  seven  female  lunatics;  that  they  consider  Lunatics 
the  cure  of  same  in  a workhouse  as  most  improbable ; that  bn  Worel- 
the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  of  suitable  nurses  houses. 

cannot  be  procured  to  the  requisite  extent;  that  if  any  of  said  

lunatics  are  violent,  they  have  no  alternative  but  to  lock  them  Balrothery. 
up,  a treatment  which  they  consider  would  aggravate  the 
disease;  they,  therefore,  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  of  requesting  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  use 
their  influence  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Commission  now 
sitting  on  the  subject,  to  have  all  such  parties  withdrawn  from 
the  Workhouses  in  Ireland,  and  put  into  such  asylums  as  may 
be  properly  adapted  to  their  case. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office, 

Sir,  Dublin,  7th  April,  1857. 

The  Commissioners  for  administering  the  Laws  for  Relief 
of  tlie  Poor  in  Ireland  have  had  before  them  the  Resolution 
contained  in  Minutes  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians of  Balrothery  Union,  on  the  1st  instant,  in  which  they 
are  requested  to  use  their  influence  with  the  Lunatic  Asylums 
Commissioners,  with  a view  to  having  the  lunatic  inmates  of 
the  Workhouses  in  Ireland  withdrawn  therefrom,  and  placed 
in  a fitting  Asylum;  and  in  reference  thereto,  the  Commis- 
sioners desire  to  state  that  they  have  reason  to  know  that  the 
question  of  the  propriety  of  lodging  lunatics  in  Workhouses  is 
receiving  the  fullest  attention  and  consideration  from  the 
Commission  appointed  to  inquire  respecting  lunatics  and 
lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  doubt  that  the  views  of  the 
Guardians,  if  communicated  to  that  Commission,  would  re- 
ceive attention. 

By  Order  of  the  Commissioners, 

B.  Banks,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Clerk,  Balrothery  Union. 


Mindies. 

Balrothery  Union, 
8th  April,  1857. 

Read  letter  No.  8515/1857  , 7th  April,  1857,  from  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  suggesling  to  the  Board  their  making  a com- 
munication to  tlie  Commissioners  of  Lunatics  on  the  subject 
of  removing  all  lunatics  from  Workhouses  in  Ireland. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  forward  to  said  Commissioners  a 
copy  of  all  lire  correspondence  on  the  subject. 


Letter  to  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  Lunatics  in  Spa  House,  Lucan, 
Asylum. 


Spa  Lucan  Spa  Lunatic  Asylum, 

Lucan’  ®ENTLEMEi,'i  8 th  .February,  1858. 

‘ In  obedience  to  your  request  to  furnish  you  with 

information  respecting  the  transfer  of  the  Hardwicke 
Cells,  House  of  Industry,  lunatic  patients  to  Lucan,  I 
have  tlie  honour  to  inform  you  that,  having  been  in- 
formed that  proposals  had  been  made  by  some  medical 
men  to  the  Lunatic  Inspectors,  to  receive  the  inmates 
of  the  Hardwicke  Cells  into  their  establishment,  and 
that  it  was  open  to  me  to  do  so,  that  chiefly  from  the 
solicitation  of  the  servants  and  patients  that  I should 
continue  to  manage  them,  I sent  in  my  proposal  to 
Colonel  Larcoru,  having  been  informed  by  Dr.  White 
that  my  proposal  should  be  made  to  him. 

My  proposal  was,  that  for  the  sum  of  £300  a-year  I 
would  undertake  the  management  and  medical  care  of 
the  lunatics,  estimating  for  them  as  hitherto,  which 
should  be  done  as  economically  as  hitherto,  and  as  much 
as  the  efficiency  of  tlie  asylum  would  permit;  or  that 
I would  undertake  all  the  expenses  for  £ 25  per  head  for 
a period  not  exceeding  five  years.  On  the  13th  Febru- 
ary, 1857,  Colonel  Larcom  informed  me  that  the  Trea- 
sury had  accepted  my  proposal  at  £25  per  head,  on  the 
conditions  that  I should  reside  on  the  spot,  and  that  the 
dietary  and  management  of  the  patients  should  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Lunatic  Inspectors. 

Lucan  Spa  House  had  been  selected  by  me  and  ap- 
roved  of  by  Dr.  Nugent.  I furnished  a dietary  which 
had  prepared  to  submit  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, had  the  house  of  Industry  continued  under 
their  control,  which  was  much  superior  to  the  dietary 
in  use  up  to  their  removal,  and  which  entirely  met  with 
the  concurrence  of  Dr.  White.  The  improvement  con- 


sisted in  allowing  for  dinner  six  oz.  of  beef  with  a pint  gPA 
of  soup,  three  days  in  the  week ; ox-head  soup,  with  House, 
vegetables,  rice,  and  meal,  three  days  in  tlie  week ; Lucan. 

gruel,  one  day.  The  breakfast  to  consist  either  of  stir-  

about  or  bread  and  tea.  The  supper,  of  cocoa  or  mixed 
milk  and  bread.  The  bread  allowed  is  twentv-iwo  oz. 
for  each  patient.  There  are  many  delicate”  patients 
that  cannot  consume  their  allowance,  which  I see  distri- 
buted to  other  patients.  I proposed  furnishing  the 
same  clothing  as  hitherto,  averaging  25s.  per  head  per 
year. 

The  17th  April,  1857,  the  house  at  Lucan  was  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Nugent  as  ready  to  receive  tbe  patients. 

On  the  31st  March  I became  answerable  for  all-expenses, 
and  repaid  to  the  Governors  of  the  House  of  Industry 
all  the  expenses  incurred  from  the  1st  April  to  their 
removal  on  the  17th.  One  patient  died  before  the 
removal  to  Lucan.  I brought  101  lunatics— seventy- 
one  female,  and  thirty  male.  Four  have  died  at 
Lucan — three  females,  one  male.  The  asylum  is  visited 
every  month  by  one  of  tbe  Lunatic  Inspectors,  who 
reports  to  the  Government  the  number  and  condition  of 
the  lunatics.  I beg  to  refer  the  Lunatic  Commissioners 
to  their  reports. 

Being  well  aware  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  Rich- 
mond Lunatic  Asylum,  and  of  the  relief  the  vacancies 
caused  by  death  at  Island  Bridge  gave,  I suggested  to 
Dr.  Nugent  that,  according  as  vacancies  occurred  at 
Lucan,  the  same  class  of  patients  which  I was  in  the 
habit  of  receiving,  or  the  same  patients  that  were  re- 
turned to  the  Asylum  on  the  breaking  up  of  Island 
Bridge,  might  be  sent  to  Lucan. 

I have  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  at  present 
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Spa  I could  accommodate  at  Lucan  twenty  harmless,  iucur- 
Hoobe,  able  patients — eight  male  nml  twelve  female. 

Lucan.  ij|ic  ajry  and  well-ventilated  house  appears  to  have 

improved  materially  the  health  of  the  patients,  and  they 

are  gradually  becoming  much  quieter  and  easily  induced 
to  work.  All  the  females  that  can  do  needlework  arc 
employed.  When  the  work  required  for  the  house  is 
done,  work  is  taken  in  ; and  the  patients  are  encouraged 
by  receiving  tea  and  some  addition  made  to  their  cloth- 
ing out  of  whatever  is  earned  by  them.  The  cleaning 
of  the  house  and  washing  is  done  by  patients,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  matron  and  servants. 

The  men  are  employed  in  pumping,  assisting  in  taking 
care  of  cows,  and  working  in  the  garden.  With  the 
bouse  and  spa,  there  is  a garden  and  pasture,  consisting 
of  about  five  or  six  acres.  Very  few  of  the  men  are 
able  to  work.  I purpose  trying  to  employ  as  many  as 
possible  in  picking  oakum,  or  something  that  will  em- 
ploy them. 

I find-  it  quite  safe  to  allow  a great  deal  of  freedom  to 
the  class  of  lunatics  under  n:y  management,  and  to  let 
them  feel  as  little  as  possible  that  they  arc  prisoners. 
I have  not  the  least  apprehension  that  any  ouc  will 


attempt  to  leave  the  asylum.  The  constant  observa-  gPA 
tion  of  all  who  visit  the  asylum  is  the  remarkable  House, 
cheerfulness  of  the  patients,  and  that  tlioy  appear  so 
much  unconstrained.  It  may  bo  supposed  that  the  — 
feeling  of  being  incurable  would  lend  to  depress  the 
patients,  but  habit  appears  quite  to  reconcile  them  to 
their  state,  even  those  who  possess  but  a comparatively 
small  amount  of  imbecility  or  mania. 

I am  most  fortunate  in  having  the  service  of  a matron 
whose  pleasure  it  is  to  meet  all  the  wants  and  consider 
the  ease  of  each  patient,  and  who  has  won  the  confidence 
of  every  patient.  Her  desire  is  to  act  with  the  most 
perfect  impartiality,  and  by  patience  and  kindness,  to 
win  their  confidence. 

The  Asylum  is  at  all  times  open  to  the  visits  of  the 
Protestant  and  llornan  Catholic  clergymen.  As  many 
of  the  lunatics  as  are  able  go  to  mass,  accompanied  by 
the  servants,  arid  to  church.  Whenever  a lunatic  is 
alarmingly  ill  the  clergyman  is  sent  for. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentleman, 

Your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henry  II.  Stewart,  m.d. 


Documents  relating  to  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital. 


St.  No.  1. — The  Charter  of  His  Majesty  King 

Patrick’s  George  II.  for  erecting  and  endowing  St. 

Hospital.  pATRICK’s  Hospital,  founded  by  the  Inst  will  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan  Swiff,  late  Dean  of  St. 
Patrick’s,  Dublin,  for  the  reception  of  Idiots, 
Lunatics,  and  Incurables. 

George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  tho 
Faith,  etc.,  to  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come,  Greeting : Forasmuch  as  we  have  received  infor- 
mation by  our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved 
cousin  and  counsellor,  Philip,  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  our 
Lieutenant-General  and  General  Governor  of  our  king- 
dom of  Ireland ; that  Doctor  Jonathan  Swift,  late  Dean 
of  our  Cathedral  of  Saint  Patrick,  Dublin,  deceased ; 
being  possessed  of  a considerable  personal  estate,  by  bis 
last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  bearing  date  tho 
third  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty,  appointed  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved 
counsellor,  Henry  Singleton,  Iisq.,  now  Chief  Justico  of 
our  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  then  our  prime  Sorjeant- 
at-Law ; our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Eaton  Stannard, 
Esq.,  Recorder  of  our  city  of  Dublin ; our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  Patrick  Dclany,  Doctor  in  Divinity  ; our 
trusty  and  well-beloved  James  Stopford,  Doctor  in 
Divinity,  Yicarof  Finglas;  our  trusty  and  well-beloved 
James  King,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  Prebondary  of  Tipper; 
our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Grattan,  Clerk,  lato 
Prebendary  of  Clomnetlian ; and  onr  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Alexander  M'Aulay,  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Esq., 
with  certain  other  persons  since  deceased,  his  executors ; 
and  bequeathed  to  his  executors  his  whole  cstato  and 
effects,  excepting  some  small  pecuniary  and  specific 
legacies,  upon  trust,  and  to  the  intent  and  purpose  that 
they  should  lay  out  the  same  in  purchasing  lands  of  in- 
heritance in  fee-simple,  situate  in  any  province  of  Ire- 
land (excepting  Connaught,)  but  as  near  to  the  city  of 
Dublin  as  conveniently  might  be  found,  and  not  incum- 
bered with,  or  subject  to  any  leases  for  lives  renewable, 
or  for  any  terms  for  years  longer  than  thirty-one; 
and  that  tho'yearly  profits  of  such  lauds,  wbenpurchaeed, 
and  until  such  purchase  should  be  made,  the  yearly 
income  of  bis  effects,  bequeathed  to  bis  executors  as 
aforesaid,  should  be  laid  out  in  purchasing  a piece  of 
ground,  situate  near  Dr.  Stephens’s  Hospital,  which  is 
situate  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  of  Dublin  aforesaid ; 
or  if  it  could  not  be  there  had,  situate  somewhere  in 
or  near  the  said  city  of  Dublin  ; and  in  building  thereon 
an  hospital  large  enough  for  the  reception  of  as  many 
idiots  and  lunatics  as  the  annual  income  of  the  said 
lands  and  effects  should  be  sufficient  to  maintain.  And 
the  said  testator,  by  bis  aaid  will,  directed  that  the  said 


hospital  should  bo  called  St.  Patrick’s  Hospital ; and  $t. 
that  the  same  should  be  built  in  such  a manner,  that  Patrick’s 
auothcr  building  might  bo  added  thereto,  in  ease  the  Hospital 
endowment  thereof  should  be  enlarged;  so  that  the 
additional  building  may  make  the  whole  edifice  regular 
and  complete.  And  that  when  the  saiil  hospital  should 
he  built,  the  whole  yearly  income  of  the  said  lands  aud 
estate  should,  for  ever  thereafter,  bo  laid  out  in  providing 
victuals,  clothing,  medicines,  attendance,  and  all  other 
necessaries  for  such  idiots  and  lunatics  as  should  bo 
received  into  the  same  ; and  in  repairing  and  enlarging 
tlio  building  from  time  to  time,  as  tlicro  should  be  occa- 
sion. And  if  a sufficient  number  of  idiots  and  lunatics 
should  not  lie  readily  found,  lie  directed  that  incurables 
slionld  bo  taken  into  tho  said  hospital  to  supply  such 
deficiency;  but  that  no  person  labouring  under  any 
infectious  disease,  should  bo  admitted  into  the  same. 

Ami  that  all  such  idiots,  lunatics,  and  incurables  as 
should  lie  received  into  the  said  hospital,  should  live 
and  reside  therein  constantly,  as  well  in  the  night  as  in 
the  day.  And  that  the  salaries  of  agents,  receivers, 
officers,  servants,  and  attendants,  to  bo  employed  in  the 
business  of  the  said  hospital,  should  not  in  tho  wliolo 
exceed  onc-lifth  part  of  the  clear  yearly  income  or 
re  von  no  thereof.  And  the  said  testator  fu  rtlier  directed, 
that  liis  executors  slionld  not  have  power  to  demise  any 
part  of  the  lands  to  bo  purchased  as  aforesaid,  but  with 
tho  consent  of  the  Lord  Primate,  tho  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  tho  Dean  of  Christ 
Church,  tho  Dean  of  St.  Patrick’s,  the  Physician  to  the 
State,  and  the  Surgeon-General,  all  for  the  timo  being, 
or  tbc  greater  part  of  them,  under  their  hands  in 
writing. 

And  that  no  leases  of  any  part  of  the  said  lands  should 
ever  be  made,  other  than  for  years  not  exceeding  thirty- 
one  in  possession,  and  not  in  reversion  or  remainder ; 
and  not  dispunishable  of  waste ; whereon  should  be 
reserved  the  best  and  most  improved  rents  that 
might  reasonably  and  moderately,  without  racking  the 
tenants,  be  gotten  for  the  same  ; without  flue  ; ana  that 
no  lease  of  any  part  of  the  said  lands  should  ever  be 
made  to,  or  in  trust  for  any  person  any  way  concerned 
in  the  execution  of  that  trust ; or  to,  or  in  trust  for  any 
person  any  way  related  or  allied,  either  by  consanguinity 
or  affinity,  to  any  of  the  persons  who  should  then  be 
concerned  in  the  execution  of  that  trust ; and  that  if 
any  leases  should  happen  to  be  made,  contrary  to  his 
intention  above  expressed,  the  same  should  be  utterly 
void.  And  the  Baid  testator,  by  bis  said  will,  further 
directed  that  until  the  Charter  thereinafter  mentioned 
should  be  obtained,  bis  executors  should  not  act  in  the 
execution  of  the  said  trust,,  but  with  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  said  seven  additional  trustees,,  or  the 
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St.  greater  part  of  them,  under  their  hands  in  writing ; and 
Patrick’s  should,  with  such  consent  and  approbation  as  afore- 
Hospitai.  sa;cj]  iiave  power  to  make  rules,  orders,  and  regulations 
for  the  government  and  directions  of  the  said  hospital. 
And  the  said  testator,  by  his  said  will,  requested  his 
executors  to  apply  to  us  in  convenient  time  for  a 
Charter  to  incorporate  them,  or  such  of  them  as  should 
be  then  living,  and  the  said  additional  trustees,  for  the 
better  management  and  conduct  of  the  said  charity ; 
with  a power  to  purchase  lands,  and  supply  by  election 
such  vacancies  happening  in  the  Corporation  as  should 
not  be  supplied  by  succession  ; and  such  other  powers 
as  might  be  thought  expedient  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  said  trust.  And  he  further  directed,  that  when  such 
Charter  as  aforesaid  should  be  obtained,  his  executors, 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  such 
survivor,  should  convey  to  the  use  of  such  Corporation, 
in  fee-simple,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  all  such  lands 
as  should  be  purchased  in  manner  above  mentioned. 

To  the  intent  therefore  that  the  said  charity  may  be 
duly  conducted  in  all  succeeding  generations,  and  the 
pious  design  of  the  said  testator  the  more  effectually 
carried  on,  know  ye,  that  we  of  our  especial  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Most  Reverend  Father  in 
God,  our  right  trusty  and  right  entirely  beloved  coun- 
sellor, John,  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  Primate  of  all 
Ireland  ; and  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  coun- 
sellors, Robert,  Baron  Newport,  of  Newport,  our  Chan- 
cellor of  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland ; and  Henry 
Boyle,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  our  House  of  Commons  in  our 
said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  our  Justices  General  and 
General  Governors  of  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland  ; and 
according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  our  Letters  under 
our  Privy  Signet  and  Sign  Manual,  bearing  date  at  our 
court  at  St.  James’s,  the  Seventh  day  of  May.  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  our  reign,  and  now  enrolled  in  the  rolls  of  our 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  our  said  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land ; have  granted,  ordained,  declared,  constituted,  and 
appointed,  and  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
ami  successors,  grant,  ordain,  declare,  constitute,  and 
appoint  that  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh  for  the  time 
being ; our  right  trusty  aud  well-beloved  counsellor, 
Robert,  Baron  Newport,  of  Newport,  our  Chancellor  of 
our  said  kingdom,  and  the  Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  our 
Great  Seal  of  our  said  kingdom  for  the  time  being  ; the 
Most  Rev.  Father  in  God,  our  right  trusty  aud  right 
entirely  beloved  counsellor,  Charles,  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  and  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  for  the  time 
being;  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  Thomas, 
Bishop  of  Kildare,  Dean  of  our  cathedral  of  Christ 
Church,  and  the  Dean  of  Christ  Church  for  the  time 
being;  the  Dean  of  our  cathedral  of  St.  Patrick’s, 
Dublin,  for  the  time  being  ; Robert  Robinson,  Esq.,  our 
State  Physician,  and  State  Physician  of  our  said  king- 
dom for  the  time  being;  John  Nicholls,  Esq.,  our 
Surgeon-General,  and  our  Surgeon-General  of  our  said 
kingdom  for  the  time  being ; and  the  said  Henry 
Singleton,  our  Chief  Justice  of  Common  Pleas  in  our 
said  kingdom  ; Eaton  Stannard,  Recorder  of  the  city  of 
Dublin ; Patrick  Delany,  Doctor  in  Divinity ; James 
Stopford,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  Yicar  of  Finglas ; James 
King,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  Prebendary  of  Tipper ; John 
Grattan,  Clerk,  late  Prebendary  of  Olonmethan ; and 
Alexander  M'Aulay ; and  such  others  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  nominated  and  elected  to  supply  vacancies 
in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  from  hence- 
forth one  body  politic  and  corporate,  and  to  have  con- 
tinuance for  ever  by  the  name  of  the  Governors  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Hospital,  Dublin,  and  that,  by  the  same  name 
they  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  that  they  and 
their  successors  by  that  name  shall  be  able  and  capable, 
in  law,  to  purchase  and  take  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors, in  fee-simple,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments iu  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  notexceeding  in 
the  whole  the  clear  yearly  value  of  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling ; and  further,  that  they  may  take  and  receive 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  goods,  chattels,  or  personal 
estate  whatsoever,  that  shall  to  them  be  given,  granted, 


or  bequeathed,  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands,  St. 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  the  yearly  interest  Patrick’s 
and  income  of  such  personal  estate,  until  the  same  be  ^0SPITAI" 
laid  out  in  purchasing  real  eslate  of  inheritance  in  fee- 
simple,  to  be  by  them  expended  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses of  said  will 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  executors  above- 
named,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the 
executors  of  such  survivor,  shall  grant  and  assign  to  the 
said  Corporation  the  residue  of  the  effects  bequeathed 
to  them  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  remain  in  their  hands, 
after  discharging  thereout  the  funeral  expenses  and 
debts  of  the  said  testator,  and  such  legacies  as  by  the 
intention  of  the  testator  are  to  be  thereout  discharged, 
together  with  their  necessary  expenses  and  disburse- 
ments in  the  execution  of  the  said  will : such  residue 
and  tbe  interest,  and  tbe  income  thereof,  to  be  laid  out 
by  the  said  Corporation,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  will. 

And  we  do  hereby  grant  and  ordain,  that  tbe  said 
Corporation  by  tbe  name  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and 
capable,  in  law,  to  sue  aud  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, in  any  of  our  Courts,  and  other  places  whatso- 
ever, and  before  any  judge,  judges,  or  justices  whatso- 
ever, in  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes, 
matters,  and  demands  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  or 
form  they  be,  and  all  other  matters  aud  things,  to  do  in 
as  full,  ample,  and  effectual  manner,  as  any  other  body 
politic,  or  corporate,  within  our  realm  of  Ireland  may, 
or  can  do. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  to  tbe  said  Corpora- 
tion to  have  a common  seal,  with  such  stamp  and  inscrip- 
tion to  be  made  and  engraved  thereon  as  they  shall 
think  proper ; and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  and 
their  successors  to  change,  break,  alter,  and  renew  the 
same  at  their  pleasure. 

A nd  for  tbe  better  conducting  tbe  said  charity,  we 
ordain  and  appoint,  that  the  said  Corporation  shall 
have  four  quarterly  meetings  of  the  members  thereof; 
that  is  to  say,  upon  the  first  Mondays  in  May,  August, 
November,  and  February,  in  every  year  in  all  future 
times,  at  such  place  or  places  in  the  city  or  suburbs  of 
Dublin,  as  they  or  the  greater  part  of  them  shall  think 
proper ; and  may  have  such  other  general  meetings,  and 
at  such  times  aud  places  as  the  greater  part  of  the 
members  of  the  said  Corporation  shall  from  time  to  time 
think  fit  to  appoint : and  whatever  shall  be  done  at  a ny 
general  meeting  of  the  said  Corporation,  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  members  then  and  there  convened  (such 
greater  part  not  being  less  than  three  in  number),  shall 
be,  and  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be,  the  act  of  tbe 
whole  Corporation,  and  shall  be  as  valid  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  if  all  the  members  thereof  were  present 
and  consenting  thereto  (the  making  of  leases  and  election 
of  members  only  excepted). 

And  that  the  said  Corporation,  at  their  first  general 
meeting,  shall  elect  a treasurer,  secretary,  and  such 
other  officers  as  they  shall  find  needful,  to  continue 
until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next  thereafter,  and 
until  others  be  chosen  to  succeed  them ; and  that  at  the 
time  of  such  election,  an  oath  shall  be  administered  by 
any  member  of  the  Corporation,  who  shall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  majority  of  the  members  then 
•and  there  assembled,  to  such  treasurer,  secretary,  and 
other  officers,  for  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  their 
respective  offices ; which  oath  such  member  so  appointed 
as  aforesaid  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer. 

And  we  do  further  direct  and  appoint,  that  at  the 
general  quarterly  meeting  of  the  said  Corporation,  to  he 
held  upon  the  first  Monday  in  November,  in  all  future 
time,  there  shall  be  a new  election  of  persons  to  serve 
in  the  respective  offices  aforesaid,  or  the  former  officers 
continued,  as  shall  be  thought  most  convenient : and  at 
every  such  new  election  such  oath  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
administered,  iu  manner  above-mentioned,  to  tbe  officer 
or  officers  so  elected  or  continued ; and  the  said  Corpora- 
tion are  hereby  empowered  at  any  general  meeting  to 
remove  any  of  their  officers  for  misdemeanours ; and  upon 
the  death  or  removal  of  any  of  them,  to  choose  others  to 
succeed  in  their  places. 

40  2 
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St.  Anil  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Corporation  may  have 
Patrick’s  perpetual  succession,  and  that  their  present  number  may 
Hospital.  for  cver  liereaftcr  be  supplied,  kept  up,  and  preserved, 
we  do  ordain,  grant,  and  appoint,  that  whensoever  any 
member  thereof  shall  happen  to  die,  the  survivors  of 
the  persons  constituting  the  said  Corporation,  shall  re- 
main incorporate  by  the  name  aforesaid,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  if  all  the  members  thereof  had  con- 
tinued. And  upon  the  death  of  any  member  (other 
than  the  Lord  Primate,  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
Dean  of  Christ  Church,  Dean  of  Saint  Patrick’s,  State 
Physician,  and  Surgeon  General  of  Ireland,  all  for  the 
time  being!,  some  fit  person,  whose  most  usual  place  of 
residence  for  three  years  at  the  least  then  next  preced- 
ing, has  been  in  the  city  or  suburbs  of  Dublin,  shall,  in 
convenient  time,  at  a general  meeting  of  the  said  Cor- 
poration, be  elected  in  the  room  aud  place  of  such 
member  so  d3'ing,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  members 
then  and  there  convened  : such  greater  part  not  being 
less  than  seven  ; whereof  the  Lord  Primate,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, or  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  always  one. 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  all  leases  to  bo 
made  by  the  said  Corporation  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  shall  be  made  at  some  one  of  their 
quarterly  meetings,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  members 
then  present,  and  also  with  the  conseutand  approbation 
of  the  Lord  Primate,  Lord  Chancellor,  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  Dean  of  Christ’s  Church,  Dean  of  Saint  Patrick’s, 
our  State  Physician,  and  Surgeon  General  of  Ireland, 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  ; uuder 
their  hands  in  writing,  indorsed  upon  every  such  lease  : 
and  that  every  such  lease  shall  be  of  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  in  possession,  and  not  in  reversion  or 
remainder  ; and  shall  be  made  for  a term  not  exceeding 
thirtj'-ono  years  ; and  not  dispunishable  of,  or  for  any 
manner  of  waste  ; and  upon  every  such  lease  there  shall 
he  reserved  the  best  yearly  rent  that  eau  reasonably  he 
had  or  gotten  lor  the  premises  thereby  demised  ; with- 
out any  fine  to  be  had  or  taken  for  the  same  : And 
that  no  such  lease  shall  at  any  time  he  made  to,  or  iu 
trust  for  any  person  who  shall  at  the  time  of  the  mak- 
ing thereof,  be  a member  of  the  said  Corporation,  or 
any  way  related  or  allied,  either  by  consanguinity  or 
affinity  to  any  person  who  shall  then  he  a member  of 
the  same ; or  to  or  in  trust  for  any  person  who  shall 
then  be  treasurer  or  secretary  of  the  said  Corporation, 
or  hear  any  other  office  under  the  same,  or  be  any  way 
related  or  allied,  cither  by  consanguinity  or  affinity  to 
any  such  officer. 

And  we  will  and  ordain,  that  all  leases  which  shall 
be  made  by  the  said  Corporation,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents,  shall  be  good  and 
valid  ; aud  that  all  leases  or  writings,  purporting  to  be 
leases,  or  agreements  for  leases  of  any  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  belonging  to  tho  said  Corporation, 
that  shall  be  contrary,  in  any  respect,  to  the  true  in- 
tent aud  meaning  hereof,  shall  be  absolutely  void  aud 
of  no  effect. 

And  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  aud  successors, 
grant  unto  the  Corporation  at  their  said  quarterly  meet- 
ings, in  all  future  time,  and  at  no  other  meetings,  full 
power  to  make  such  rules  and  ordinances,  and  from  time 
to  time  to  alter  the  same  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for 
the  good  government  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  thereof,  and  to  give  such  instruc- 
tions, directions,  and  salaries,  as  they  shall  judge  rea- 
sonable, to  their  treasurer,  secretary,  and  such  other 
officers  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  employ. 

Provided  that  such  rules,  ordinances,  instructions, 


and  directions  he  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  then  in  St. 
force  within  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  nor  contrary  Patricks 
to  the  intention  of  the  said  testator  expressed  iu  the  **os,,tTU 
said  will  as  herein  above  recited  ; and  that  the  same  he  " 
approved  of  and  confirmed  bv  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
our  Court  of  Chief  Place,  or  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  Ireland,  or  by  the  Lord  Chief  Karon  of  our  Court  of 
Exchequer,  in  our  said  kingdom  for  the  time  being. 

And  provided  that  the  said  salaries  of  officers  to  he 
employed  by  the  said  Corporation,  shall  not  in  the  whole, 
at  any  time,  exceed  otic  fifth  part  of  the  clear  yearly 
profits,  interest,  and  produce,  of  the  real  and  personal 
estate  to  them  at  that  time  belonging. 

And  we  do  hereby  further  ordain  and  direct,  that  tho 
said  Corporation  do.  at  their  first  general  meeting,  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  seven  of  tlir-ir  members  to  be  a com- 
mittee. to  meet  upon  tbe  first  Tuesday  in  every  mouth, 
or  oftener.  as  need  shall  require.  And  the  said  com- 
mittee, or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  arc  hereby  em- 
powered to  carry  into  execution,  all  such  rules,  ordi- 
nances, instructions,  and  directions,  as  shall  from  time 
to  time  he  made  and  confirmed  in  manner  above-men- 
tioned : such  committee  to  continue  till  the  first  Monday 
in  November  next  following  the  first  said  meeting  of 
the  said  Corporation  ; at  which  time,  and  on  every  first 
Monday  iu  November  yearly,  the  said  Corporation  shall 
nominate  seven  of  their  members  to  be  a committee  for 
one  year  then  ensuing,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Provided  always,  and  wc  do  hereby  expressly  declare 
our  royal  will  and  pleasure  to  be,  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  said  Corporation  at  any  time,  by  any  act 
of  theirs,  to  diminish  their  annual  income,  whether  the 
same  shall  arise  from  real  or  personal  estate,  hut  that, 
they  shall  at  all  times  confine  their  annual  expenses  and 
disbursements  to  their  annual  income.  Ami  whatsoever 
sums  of  money  shall  come  to  them  by  gift  or  bequests, 
shall,  in  convenient  time,  be  lent  out  at  interest,  or  laid 
out  from  time  to  time  iu  purchasing  lauds,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  until  such  time  as  their  clear  yearly 
income  shall  amount  to  two  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
unless  the  disposal  of  such  money  be  otherwise  directed 
by  the  donor. 

And  lastly,  wc  do  declare  and  ordain,  that  these  our 
Letters  Patent  and  Charter,  and  every  clause,  sentence, 
and  article  herein,  or  the  enrolment  hereof,  to  lie  made 
in  our  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in  our  said  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  shall  be  in  all  tilings  firm,  valid,  sufficient,  and 
effectual  in  the  law,  unto  the  said  Corporation,  according 
to  the  purport  and  tenor  hereof,  without  any  further 
giant,  licence,  or  toleration  from  us,  our  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, to  be  procured  or  obtained. 

Provided  always  that  these  our  Letters  Patent  he  en- 
rolled in  the  Rolls  of  our  High  Court  of  Chancery,  in 
the  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  within  the  space  of  six 
months  next  ensuing  the  date  of  these  presents.  In 
witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent.  Witness  our  aforesaid  Justices  General, 
aud  General  Governors  of  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
at  Dublin,  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  our  reign. 

Domvilt,. 

Examined  by  Edward  Madden, 

Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
aud  Hanaper. 

Enrolled  in  the  Office  of  the  Rolls  of  his  Majesty’s  High 
Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  the  fourteenth  day  of 
August,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  Second,  and  examined  by 

William  Deane,  Dep.  Clerk  of  the  Rolls. 


[No.  2. — Statement. 
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.St.  f No.  2. — Statement,  showing  the  various  items 
Patrick's  included  in  the  General  Disbursement  for 
Hospital.  ]\.£EI)1CINES)  as  set  forth  in  the  Yearly  Abstract 
Account  of  the  Governors  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Hospital,  Dublin,  commencing  April  1,  1855, 
and  ending  March  31,  1856. 

Amount  paid  to  Messrs.  Kinnhan,  Sons,  and  Smyth,  within 
the  period  of  the  above-mentioned  account,  via. : — 

Wine  (port  and  sherry),  . . . £138  in  0 

Whiskey, «6  8 4 

Brandy, 18  0 

£206  11  4 

Porter  (Messrs.  Guinness,  Son,  & Co.),  60  10  6 

Tobacco  and  Snuff  (William  Taylor),  £1 5 4 4 
Ditto,  do.,  17  6 0 

Ditto,  (Lundy,  Foot,  &.  Co.),  2 15  3 

35  5 7 

Drugs  (Apothecaries’  Hall),  . . £28  2 2 

Do.  do.,  . . 30  0 ft 

58  2 7 

Medicines  compounded  (Craven  and 
Nicholls,  Apothecaries),  . . 36  8 4 


Total,  ....  £386  18  4 


[It  is  to  he  observed  that,  although  the  above  sum  of  St. 
.£386  18s.  id.  was  paid  by  the  Governors  under  the  Patrick's 
head  of  medicines,  within  the  period  of  the  account,  0al'mx- 
1855-56,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  the  whole  of  the 
articles  comprised  in  the  before-mentioned  accounts 
were  used  in  the  hospital  within  said  period.] 

The  following  goods  were  used  in  the  hospital  pre- 
vious to  the  period  of  the  account,  viz. : — 

April  3,  1855. — To  Messrs.  Kinahan,  Sons,  and 
Smyth,  for  Wine  and  Whiskey,  from  March  6,  to 

March  30,  1855 £18  13  4 

May  14,  1855 To  William  Taylor,  for  Snuff  and 

Tobacco,  from  July  1.  1854,  to  February  23,1855,  15  4 4 
May  IK,  1855.— To  Governors  & Co.,  Apothecaries’ 
flail,  for  Drugs,  from  January  !),  1854,  to  De- 
cember 2S,  1854, 28  2 2 


£61  lf>  10 

J.  B.  B.  Yeats,  Accountant. 

St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  Dublin, 

19th  December,  1856. 


Correspondence  relative  to  Insane  in  Kilmainham  Prison. 


Insane 
in  Kil- 

3IAINIIAM 

Prison. 


Kilmainham  Gaol, 

26th  November,  1856. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  been  directed  by  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dence of  this  prison  to  forward  the  enclosed  statement 
to  you. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Y our  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Langkishe, 
Local  Inspector. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy. 


Enclosure. 

The  Board  of  Superintendence  of  Kilmainham  Gaol,  in  the 
county  ot‘  Dublin,  submit  the  following  representations  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Commissioners  now  sitting  on  the  lunatic 
asylums : — 

1.  That  there  arc  at  present  in  the  gaol  a largo  number  of 
lunatics,  varying  from  fourteen  to  sixteen,  committed  under 
magistrates'  warrants  as  dangerous,  for  whom  the  Board  are 
unable  to  obtain  admission  into  the  Richmond,  although  con- 
nected with  their  county  as  a District  Lunatic  Asylum.  Sonic 
of  these  have  been  in  the  gaol  for  a period  of  about  ten  months, 
and  the  only  means  of  accommodating  this  large  number  lias 
been  the  hospitals  of  the  gaol,  which  have  providentially  been 


almost  unoccupied  during  ilie  present  year.  These  apartments 
are,  however,  altogether  unfitted  for  the  accommodation  of  so 
many  lunatics. 

2.  That  several  violent  lunatics  have  lately  been  sent  in 
(under  warrants)  from  the  Workhouses,  and  tlie  Board  appre- 
hend further  additions  may  be  made  from  this  and  other 
sources ; ami  in  the  event  of  any  epidemic  breaking  out  in  the 
gaol,  they  feel  strongly  they  would  he  wholly  unable  to  pro- 
vide for  botli  classes  of  inmates ; while,  from  the  imperfect 
accommodation,  it  must  follow  that  the  progress  of  the  lunatics 
towards  recovery  must  be  very  slow,  if  not  altogether  im- 
possible. 

3.  The  Board  believe  that  the  present  state  of  things  in  the 
gaol  under  their  control  arises  more  immediately  from  the 
stoppage  of  all  admission  into  the  Richmond  Asylum,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  influx  into  that  establishment  of  about  142 
patients  of  cases  called  incurable,  from  an  Asylum  at  Island 
Bridge,  which  building  being  required,  ns  they  are  informed, 
was  lately  taken  possession  of  by  the  Government. 

The  Board,  feeling  the  importance  of  the  matter,  urge  upon 
the  Commissioners  the  imperative  necessity  of  recommending 
sucli  measures  as  will  prevent  a continuance  of  sucli  a state  of 
things. 

A deputation  of  the  Board  will  he  happy  to  wait  upon  the 
Commissioners,  if  they  require  it. 

Signed, 

Thomas  Baker, 

High  Sheriff,  County  Dublin, 
Chairman. 


Insane 
in  Kil- 
mainham 
Prison. 


Correspondence  relative  to  Disposal  of  Insane  Soldiers. 


Disposal  Office  of  Lunatic  Asylums  Commission  (Ireland), 
of  Insane  1,  Palace-street,  October  29, 1S56. 

Soldiers.  g[R_i  ara  directed  by  the  Commissioners,  acting 
under’  authority  of  the  Royal  Commission,  of  which  I 
enclose  a copy,  to  request  that  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  inform  them  how  soldiers  becoming  insane 
on  service,  or  in  military  prisons,  are  disposed  of ; and 
also  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  present  number,  aud  disposal,  of  such  insane 
soldiers. 

I am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  M.  J.  Barr?,  Secretary. 

To  Major  the  Hon.  Janies  Colborne, 

Military  Secretary,  Royal  Hospital, 

Kilmainham. 

Royal  Hospital,  Dublin, 

26th  November,  1856. 

gIR) With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  29th  and 

30th  ultimo,  I have  now  the  honour,  by  desire  of  the 
General  Commanding  the  Forces,  to  transmit  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners  for  inquiring 
into  state  of  lunatic  asylums  in  this  country,  the  en- 
closed memorandum  from  the  Deputy  Adjutant-General, 
relative  to  the  disposal  of  insane  soldiers  on  discharge 
from  the  service  and  military  prisons. 


I am  to  observe,  that  should  any  further  information  Disposal 
he  required,  Lord  Seaton  will  feel  happy  in  directing  g^,"^8*NE 
it  to  be  furnished  to  the  Commissioners. 

I have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

James  Colborne, 

Major  and  Military  Secretary. 

The  Secretary,  Lunatic  Asylums 

Commission,  <fcc.,  1,  Palace-street. 


Adjutant-General's  Office,  Dublin, 
2(Jth  November,  1856. 

Memorandum  for  the  Military  Secretory,  with  reference  to 
his  docket  of  the  30th  October,  1856.' 

An  insane  soldier,  on  discharge,  is  sent  by  the  military 
authorities,  under  charge  of  a conducting  party,  to  the  parish 
to  which  lie  belongs,  and  there  handed  over  to  the  parochial 
authorities. 

Seventeen  soldiers  have  been  thus  sent  to  their  homes  since 
the  1st  January  last. 

With  regard  to  the  return  of  the  number  of  insane  soldiers 
at  present  in  any  of  the  military  prisons  required  by  tlio  Com- 
missioners of  Lunatic  Asylums,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
soldiers  becoming  insane  whilst  in  prison  are  at  unco  dis- 
charged, and  forwarded  to  their  homes  as  above  notified. 

The  enclosures  of  the  Military  Secretary's  docket  ore  here- 
with returned. 

J.  W.  T.  Wood,  Secretary, 
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Abbott , Ban.  Edward  Singleton,  one  of  the  Governors  of 
St.  Patrick's  Hospital,  Dublin— Evidence  of  this  witness, 
4038-5016. 

Abbott , Mrs. — Details  as  to  an  investigation  ordered  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  held  respecting  charges  made  by 
Mrs.  Abbott,  Matron  of  the  Maryborough  District  Asy- 
lum, against  the  Manager,  Cassidy,  7426-7436. 

Accounts. The  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  district 

lunatic  asylums  are  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  In- 
spectors, and  there  investigated  and  corrected,  White,  492, 
496.  General  forms  of  accounts  have  been  approved  ol 
by  the  Privy  Council  for  the  use  of  all  the  asylums, 
Cruise,  155.  The  accounts  of  the  several  asylums  audited 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Audit,  Sir  R.  Ferguson, 
5517. 

See  also  Audit  of  Accounts. 

Acts  of  Parliament Provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  IV.  e.  74,  as 

to  the  inspection  of  madhouses  and  places  where  lunatics 
are  confined,  White,  207-  Similar  provisions  ol  the  8 & 

9 Vie.  c.  107,  ib.  217.  Provisions  of  the  5 & 6 Vic.  c. 
123,  for  the  inspection  of  private  asylums,  ib.  513.  Power 
given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  8 & 9 Vic.  c.  107,  to 
establish  provincial  asylums  for  particular  classes  of  luna- 
tics, Nugent,  692.  Summary  of  the  Acts  relating  to  dis- 
trict  lunatic  asylums  referred  to,  Sir  B.  Ferguson,  5439.  . 
Desirable  that  these  Acts  should  be  consolidated,  ib. 

See  also  Dangerous  Lunatics  Act. 

Acute  Cases. Desirable  that  acute  cases  of  lunacy  should 

be  immediately  admitted  into  asylums,  Mackesy,  5831. 

Additional  Accommodation  for  the  Lunatic  Poor. — Increase 
of  insanity  in  Ireland,  White,  419.  There  is  a want  of 
accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor,  Nugent,  6<8;  1 helan, 
3806.  The  asylums  are  full,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  new  ones,  White,  421.  'The  wandering  class  ot 
lunatics  amounts  to  over  seven  thousand  persons ; two 
thousand  lunatics  in  the  workhouses,  ib.  427.  W orkhouses 
unsuitable  places  of  detention  even  for  incurables,  ib. 
426.  Su<westion  of  a mode  of  providing  the  necessary 
additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic  poor,  ib.  434. 
The  less  lunatic  accommodation  there  is,  the  more  is  in- 
sanity propagated,  Nugent,  712.  Documents  and  corres- 
pondence relative  to  additional  accommodation  for  the 
insane,  Doc.  p.  543-552. 

Additions  to  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  See  Alterations  of 
District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Admission  of  Lunatics  into  District  Asylums— Admissions, 
how  in  general  granted,  mite,  239.  The  Manager  of 
each  district  asylum  has  power  to  admit  urgent  cases, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
241  It  is  discretionary  with  each  Board  of  Governors 
whether  they  will  receive  a patient  or  not,  t*-l 242.  What 

certificates,  &c.,  necessary  at  admission,  i&.  243-246.  Great 

delay  in  the  admission  of  patients  arising  from  the  Gover- 
nors of  asylums  holding  only  monthly  meetings,  ib.  259. 
A single  Governor  has  no  power  of  admitting a patient 
directly,  ib.  246.  Opinion  that  admissions  to  district ^asy- 
lums  should  take  place  through  the  Boards  °f  Guarffians 
of  the  various  districts,  Earl  ofDoiwughnwre, , 6149.  Sug- 
gestion that  relieving  officers  of  unions  ,shou[Jbe  P^S 
to  the  signing  of  certificates  for  admission,  Wandesforde, 

6740;  Canef  6981.  Copy.rffies  as  to  the  oj 

patients  into  district  lunatic  asylums  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  Doc.  p.  527. 

See  also  Form  of  Admission. 

Affidavit.— The  next  of  tin  of  n person  sail king 
Into  » district  lunatic  ssyluo  mnsl ■"J™? 
tlie  patient’s  rmsonndness  of  mind  Whti,  244.  There., 
also  an  affidavit  of  pauperism,  Nugent,  654.  lhe  a ib 
davit  of  pauperism  not  in  the  form  of  admission  of  paying 
patients,  ib. 


Airing-Courts For  details  as  to  the  airing  courts  of  the 

district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their  re- 
spective titles. 

Alterations  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums — Governors  of  dis- 
trict lunatic  asylums  cannot  make  alterations  and  addi- 
tions to  them  without  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  Council,  Budcliff,  97.  The  same  course  of  proceedings 
pursued  with  regard  to  enlargement  of  asylums  as  in  the 
case  of  their  erection,  ib.  9 1 . Additional  works  in  asy- 
lums never  paid  for  out  of  their  annual  expenditure,  ib.  94. 
See  also  Erection  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Amusements. — For  details  as  to  the  amusements  of  patients 
in  district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 

Antrim  County. This  county  comprised  within  the  Belfast 

District,  Stewart,  7649. 

Apothecaries  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums — No  resident  apo- 
thecaries in  any  of  the  district  asylums  except  the  Rich- 
mond, White,  339.  Desirable  to  Lave  resident  apothe- 
caries in  large  asylums,  such  as  Cork  and  Limerick,  ib. 
338.  There  me  apothecaries  to  all  the  asylums  except 
the  Armagh  Asylum,  ib.  339.  What  attendance  is  re- 
quired from  the  apothecaries  of  the  asylums,  ib.  340,  341. 
Duties  of  apothecaries,  when  in  attendance,  ib.  345.  The 
apothecaries  of  the  different  asylums  have  no  interest 
in  the  supply  of  medicine,  except  iu  the  case  of  the  Dun- 
drum  Asylum,  ib.  342.  Copy  rules  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  regulating  the  duties  of  apothe- 
caries of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  329. 

Appointment  of  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — 
The  governors  of  district  asylums,  at  present  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  Cruise,  163.  A sys- 
tem of  representation  of  the  rate-payers  on  the  Boards  of 
Governors  recommended,  Phelan,  3891 ; Earl  of  Donough- 
more , 6171;  Phipps,  6197;  Cogan,  10891;  O'Connor, 
1091 1 ; Park,  10929.  Opinions  that  a certain  number  of 
the  governors  of  the  various  asylums  should  be  nominated 
by  local  bodies,  such  as  Grand  Juries  and  Municipal  Cor- 
porations, Reynolds,  5408;  Maunsell,  5423;  Elahe,  5729; 
Moore,  5933;  Tidmarsh,  6944,  6945;  Cane,  6979;  Potter, 
7032;  Thompson,  7361;  Moore,  7381;  Houston , 7926; 
Kane,  8776 ; Sir  R.  Bateson,  9645 ; Kelly,  9749.  Opinions 
that  the  Grand  Juries  should  nominate  the  governors, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Riall, 
6291;  Browne,  6530;  Duckett,  6635;  Cassidy,  6672. 
Appointment  of  Officers  of  District  Asylums.  See  Officers 
of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Apportionment— Mode  of  apportioning  the  sums  expended 
on  the  erection  of  a district  lunatic  asylum  on  the  coun- 
ties forming  the  district,  Cruise,  142.  Mode  of  repaying 
these  sums,  ib.  Manner  in  which  the  cost  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  district  lunatic  asylums  is  apportioned  6a  the 
counties  liable,  ib.  181. 

Archddll,  William , Esq.,  J.p.,  a Governor  of  the  Omagh 
District  Lunatic  Asylum— Evidence  of  this  witness,  9245- 
9270. 

Architects Copy  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  architects 

when  furnishing  designs  for  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  533. 

Armagh,  Archbishop  of— The  Archbishop  of  Armagh  has 
paid  his  own  chaplain  to  attend  the  inmates  of  the  Armagh 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  who  are  of  the  Protestant  Church, 
White,  372.  Is  favourable  to  the  celebration  of  divine 
worship  in  the  asylum,  ib. 

Armagh  City— No  private  lunatic  asylum  in  the  north'of 
Ireland,  except  a small  licensed  house  near  Armagh,  Sir 
R.  Ferguson,  5481. 

Armagh  County— Lunacy  prevalent  in  this  county,  Jackson, 
7330. 
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A rmagh  District — Comprises  the  counties  of  Armagh,  Mo- 
naghan, and  Cavan,  Jackson.  8197-  Formerly  comprised 
tho  county  Fermanagh,  Patou,  8470.  Suggestion  that  the 
counties  of  Monaghan  and  Cavan  should  be  detached  from 
this  district,  ib.  8477. 

Armagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Manager  of  this  asylum 
a non-professional  man,  White,  295.  Is  tho  oldest  of  all 
the  district  asylums,  ib.  369.  Copy  order  in  Council, 
directing  preparation  of  rules  for  this  asylum.  Due.  p.  526. 
For  further  information  respecting  tho  condition  of  this 
asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  following  witnesses:  Jack- 
son,  81.*- 8-8384;  Camming , 8365-8436;  Patou,  S437— 
8478;  Dobbin , 8479-8488.' 

Assistant  Barristers. — Suggestion  that  a jurisdiction  should 
be  given  to  assistant-barristers  in  the  cases  of  lunatics  hav- 
ing small  properties,  and  with  respect  to  whom  commis- 
sions de  lunatico  inqmnouh  are  not  usually  issued,  Menu, 
11229;  Hancock,  11385,  11386. 

Assistant  Nurses. — Copy  rules  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  Council,  as  to  the  duties  of  assistant  nurses,  Doc.  p. 
531. 

Association  of  Paying  ami  Pauper  Patients No  disadvan- 

tage in  the  association  of  paying  and  pauper  patients, 
Cusack,  3436. 

Attendance  of  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  See 
Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Attendants. — Proportion  of  attendants  to  patients  in  the 
district  asylums  greater  in  Ireland  than  in  England, 
White,  333.  The  proportion  generally  is  one  atten- 
dant to  twelve  or  fourteen  patients,  ib.  Attendants  in 
district  asylums,  appointed  by  tho  local  Boards  of 
Governors,  ib.  331.  The  wages  given  to  attendants  in 
district  asylums  not  generally  sufficient  to  secure  the 
services  of  competent  servants,  ib.  491 . Highly  desirable 
that  the  wages  of  attendants  in  district  asylums  should 
be  raised,  in  order  to  secure  a better  class  of  servants, 
Nugent,  624.  Recommendation  that  the  remuneration  of 
servants  should  ho  based  upon  a system  of  annual  increase, 
ib.  625.  In  workhouses,  no  persons  familiar  with  the 
treatment  of  lunatics  are  assigned  to  attend  the  insane 
inmates,  ib.  745 ; Power,  1 1253.  In  prisons  and  gaols  the 
attendants  on  lunatics  arc  generally  prisoners,  Hervey, 
5 1 94.  Observations  on  servants  in  lunatic  asylums.  Moss, 
3744.  Objection  made  to  servants  in  lunatic  asylums 
wearing  liveries,  ib.  3745.  Copy  rules  made  by'  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  as  to  the  duties  of  servants  and 
keepers,  Doc.  p.  530. 

See  also  the  different  asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 
Attorney-  General — Bill  introduced  by  the  Attorney-general 
for  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Horsman  referred  to,  Montgomery . 
SO  16-8022. 

Audit  of  Accounts — -There  is  no  audit  of  the  sums  expended 
in  the  erection  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Cruise,  140. 
The  accounts  of  the  several  district  asylums  are  audited 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Audit  in  London,  Sir 
R-  Ferguson,  5517-  This  audit  of  very  little  use,  ib. 
Improvements  suggested,  ib.  Suggestion  for  a local  audit 
by  a Government  officer,  Ellis,  9222;  Archdall,  9259. 

See  also  Accounts. 

B. 

Bahirgton,  Ardhomj,  Esq.,  J.P.,  a Governor  of  the  London- 
derry District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
9706-9725. 

Ballinasloe  District — This  district  comprises  the  counties  of 
Mayo,  Galway,  and  Roscommon,  Kelly,  9750. 

Ballimsloe  District  Lunatic  Asylum — For  details  respecting 
the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  fol- 
lowing witnesses,  Kelly,  9745  ; O' Flaherty,  9792-9819; 
M-Kieman,  9820-10026;  Dillon,  10027-10097 : Maher 
10098-10116. 

Bair  other y Union — Letter  and  enclosure  from  the  Guardians 
of  the  Balrothery  Union  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commis- 
sion, Doc.  p.  560. 

Band  of  Music — Band  of  music  formed  among  the  attend- 
ants of  the  Sligo  District  Lunatic  Asylum  for  tho  amuse- 
ment of  the  patients,  M'Munn,  10729. 

Banks,  Benjamin,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners— Evidence  of  this  witness,  990-1058. 

Banks,  John  Thomas,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.k.q.f.i.,  one  of  the  Physi- 
cians to  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this 

witness,  1915-2039. 

Baronies — Suggestion  that  the  charges  for  the  maintenance 
of  lunatics  Bhould  be  baronial,  Porter,  9183-9186. 


Barry , Mr.  Nicholas — Charges  made  by  this  witness  against 
the  manager  of  the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sarru 
10473-10475.  J ’ 

Bateson , Sir  Robert,  Bart.,  j.p.,  d.d.,  a Governor  of  the  Lon- 
donderry District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  oi'  tins  wit- 
ness, 9642-9705. 

Baths.— For  information  respecting  the  baths  in  district 
lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 

Beatty,  Paltcnham,  Esq.,  Resident  Apothecary  and  Acting 

Manager  of  the  New  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum. Evidence 

of  this  witness,  2040-2227,  2733-2777. 

Bedding — The  bedding  and  furniture  in  the  district  lunatic 
asylums  generally  sufficiently  good,  with  some,  exceptions 
While,  489.  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  no 
direct  control  over  tho  bedding  and  furniture,  ib.  490. 
For  further  information  respecting  the  bedding  and 
chamber  furniture,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 

Bell,  Venerable  Robert,  Archdeacon  of  Waterford,  Chaplain 

of  the  Waterford  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of 

this  witness,  5662-5677- 

Belfast District. — This  district  comprises  the  counties  of  Down 
and  Antrim,  and  the  county'  and  town  of  Carriekfergus, 
Stewart,  7649.  There  is  no  private  asylum  in  this  district, 
7680. 

Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — No  divine  service  per- 
formed in  this  asylum,  White,  366-35S.  Three  chaplains 
appointed  in  this  asylum  by  Lord  Clarendon,  ib.  378. 
Opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Governors  to  their  appoint- 
ment, ib.  Refusal  of  the  Governors  to  pay  the  chaplains’ 
salaries,  ib.  Manager  and  matron  formerly'  in  the  habit 
of  reading  prayers  to  such  of  the  inmates  as  were  capable 
of  benefiting  by  it,  ib.  382;  Nugent , 641.  No  general 
rule  iu  this  asylum,  as  in  others,  for  supplying  the  inmates 
with  devotional  books,  White,  386.  Complaints  made  by 
the.  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  and  by  Dr.  Denvir,  that 
duo  facilities  have  not  been  given  to  the  admission  of 
clergymen,  and  that  patients  have  frequently  died  without 
clerical  ministration,  Nugent,  650.  Copy'  orders  in  Coun- 
cil for  the  enlargement  of  this  asylum,  Doc.  p.  523.  For 
further  information  respecting  the  condition  of  this  asylum, 
see  the  evidence  of  the  following  witnesses:  Stewart, 
7646-7853  ; M'Cormac,  7854-7918;  Bishop  of  Down  and 
Connor,  7919-7921  ; Houston,  7922-7981 ; Hindis,  7982- 
8010;  Montgomery,  8011-8073;  Macrory,  8074-8107; 
Carroll,  8108-8122;  M'Cullugh,  8123-8141;  Stewart, 
8142-8187- 

Belfast  Poor  Law  Union. — Copy  letter  from  the  Belfast 
Board  of  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  Ireland,  Doc.  p.  559. 

Belleview  Private  Asylum For  information  as  to  the  condi- 

tion of  this  asylum,  see  Gregory,  3588-3621. 

Beresford,  Right  Hon.  and  most  Rev.  Lord  John  George , 
Archbishop  of  Armagh.  See  Armagh,  Archbishop  of 
Berhely,  Henry,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Manager  of  the  Mullingar  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7522-7645. 
Blahe,  John  A.,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Waterford,  an  ex-officio 
Governor  of  the  Waterford  District  Lunutic  Asylum.— -E\i- 
dence  of  tins  witness,  5726-5754. 

Bloomfield  Retreat. — This  establishment  an  endowed  one, 
Nugent,  859.  The  poor  patients  in  this  asylum  pay  nothing, 
being  supported  on  the  surplus  funds  of  tliepaying  patients, 
ib.  89S.  Is  confined  to  members  of  the  Established 
Church  and  the  Society  of  Friends,  ib.  899.  Is  the  only 
self-supporting  institution  of  the  kind  in  Ireland,  Cusack, 
3433.  This  asylum  exempt  from  the  payment  of  license 
fees,  Doc.  p.  538.  For  further  information  respecting  the 
condition  of  this  asylum,  see  Moss,  3708-3745. 

Blundell,  Elizabeth,  Assistant  Matron  in  the  Richmond  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  2702- 
2732. 

Blvnden,  Sir  John,  Bart,  j.p.,  d.l.,  a Governor  of  the  Kil- 
kenny District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  tins  witness, 
7021-7029. 

Boards  of  Governors.  See  Governors  of  District  Lunatic 
Asylums. 

Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic 

Asylums Course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  former 

Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  Radcliff,  5-1 2.  The  former  Board  an  unpaid  One, 
ib.  2.  Former  Board  exercised  no  control  over  the  asylums 
when  built,  ib.  8.  Drew  up  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
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observed  in  tlie  asylums,  ib.  Mode  of  proceeding  adopted 
by  the  present  Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspon- 
dence, ib.  9-11.  The  former  Board  abolished  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  members  composing  it,  ib.  1 1.  Number  of 
asylums  erected  by  the  former  Board,  ib.  Numberof  asylums 
erected  by  the  present  Board,  ib.  16.  There  is  no  medical 
man  on  the  present  Board,  ib.  09.  The  former  Board  con- 
sisted one-half  of  medical  men,  ib.  70.  lleturn  of  all  per- 
sons who  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  appointed  Com- 
missioners for  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  Due.  p.  521. 

Boards  of  Lunacy. — Suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Central  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Medical  Charities,  Phelan , 
3969;  Sir  11.  Ferguson,  5505.  Details  respecting  the 
authority  and  functions  of  the  proposed  Board,  P/ielan, 
3971-4037.  Opinion,  that  a New  Board  of  Lunacy  should 
be  established,  Brady,  II 336.  Details  respecting  the 
power  and  functions  of  the  proposed  Board,  ib.  11836- 
11340.  Appeal  from  this  Board,  ib.  11836. 


Boards  of  Poor  Law  Guardians. — Suggestion  that  all  admis- 
sions into  district  lunatic  asylums  should  take  place 
through  Boards  of  Poor  Law  Guardians,  Earl  ofDunough- 
more,  6149. 

See  also  Churgeability  of  Lunatics. 

Budkin,  Mr.  James,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper  of  the  Limerick 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Letter  of  Sir.  James  Bodkin 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  relative  to  the  Lunatic 
Asylums  Superannuation  Act,  Doc.  p.  554. 

Bonds  for  Femoral  of  Lunatics. — Bonds  formerly  given  by 
responsible  persons,  before  the  admission  of  patients  into 
district  lunatic  asylums,  l'or  their  removal  within  proper 
time,  1 Vhite,  247.  Snell  bonds  not  required  now,  it  being 
found  that  no  person  could  exact  payment  of  them,  ib. 


Books  and  Registers — Vv'liat  books  anil  registers  managers 
of  district  lunatic  asylums  are  required  to  keep,  Doc.  p. 
528.  Medical  journals  required  to  be  kept  iu  licensed 
private  asylums,  Nugent,  963. 

Books  of  Devotion. — In  those  asylums,  where  there  are  no 
chaplains,  religious  books  are  provided  for  the  inmates  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  Nugent  645.  Books  of  devotion 
selected  by  the  Governors  who  are  of  different  religions 
persuasions,  ib.  646.  There  is  no  general  rule  in  the  Belfast 
Asylum,  as  in  the  others,  lbr  supplying  the  inmates  with 
devotional  books,  White,  386. 

See  also  the  different  district  lunatic  asylums  under 
their  respective  titles. 

Boolis  of  Visitation.  See  Visitation  Books. 

Brady,  Francis  William , Esq.,  Barrister-al-Law. — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  1 1304-1 1362. 

Bridewells. — No  lunatics  are  ever  detained  in  bridewells, 
Nugent,  761.  It  would  be.  illegal  to  send  a dangerous 
lunatic  to  a bridewell, ib.  Lunatics  are  never  actually  com- 
mitted to  bridewells,  but  they  arc  often  detained  in  them, 
till  an  opportunity  offers  lbr  their  removal,  Ilervey,  51 76. 
The  arrangements  for  lunatics  in  bridewells  are  infinitely 
worse  than  in  county  prisons,  ib.  5177- 

Browne,  Robert  Clayton,  Esq.,  J.r.,  D.L.,  a Governor  of  the 
Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
6524-65S3.  Copy  letter  from  Mr.  Browne  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Lunacy  in  Ireland,  relative  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Doc.  p. 


546. 

Building  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  See  Erection  of 
District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Burrowes,  Dr.— Dr.  Burrowes’  Commentaries  on  Insanity 
referred  to,  Montgomery,  8086. 

Burton,  Thomas  Crowe,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Manager  of  the  Mary- 
borough District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 7061-7219. 

Burton,  Rev.  Philip,  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the  Cork 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evideuceof  this  -witness,  104o9- 
10472. 

C. 

Cane,  Robert,  Esq.,  M.D.,  f.r.c.S.i.,  Alderman  of  the  City  of 
Kilkenny Evidence  of  this  witness,  6974-7014. 


inly rCopy  memorial  of  the  Grand  Jary  of  the 

county  Carlow  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  against  the  erection 
of  a separate  lunatic  asylum  in  the  county  W exford, 
Doc.  p.  544.  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
on  this  memorial,  ib.  544.  Copy  memorial  of  the  cess- 
pavers  of  the  county  Carlow  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  agamst 
detaching  the  county  Wexford  from  the  Carlow  district, 
ib.  Resolution  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  Carlow 
on  the  same  subject,  ib.  546. 


Carlow  District — Additional  accommodation  for  the  lunatic 
poor  required  iu  this  district,  White,  457 ; Nugent,  688. 
Suggestions  for  supplying  the  additional  accommodation 
required  in  this  district,  White,  465.  Recommendation 
that  the  county  Wexford  should  be  detached  from  this 
district,  and  have  an  asylum  of  its  own,  While,  462 ; 
Nugent,  682.  This  district  includes  the  counties  of  Carlow, 
Ivildare,  and  Wexford,  White,  6312.  Formerly  it  included 
the  county  and  city  of  Kilkenny,  ib.  6314. 

Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — This  asylum  at  present 
quite  full,  White,  463.  Incapable  of  being  enlarged  with 
advantage,  Nugent,  686.  For  further  information  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the 
following  witnesses,  White,  0308-0.523;  Browne , 6524- 
6583;  Redmond,  6584-0599;  Nungle,  0090-6021 ; Duckett, 
6622-0053;  Cassidy.  0034-6694;  O'Meara,  6695-6733; 
Haughtc-n,  0734-6730. 

Carriclifergns. — Is  comprised  within  the  Belfast  district, 
Stewart,  7649. 

Carroll,  Rev.  John. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  8108-8122. 

Carroll,  Rev.  John — Copy  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen’s 
Bench  in  the  case  of  the  Queen  at  the  prosecution  of  the 
Rev.  John  Carroll  v.  the  Governors  and  Directors  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Due. p.  554. 

Cassidy,  Robert,  Esq.,  j.p.,  a Governor  of  the  Carlow  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6654-6694. 

Cassidy,  Robert  Esq.,  J.i\,  a Governor  of  the  Maryborough 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  74oTl- 
7443. 

Castlebar. — Suggestion  that  a new  lunatic  asylum  should 
he  erected  at  Castlebar,  IF/nVc,  430.  If  there  was  a new 
asylum  at  Castlebar,  there  would  be  a hundred  and  fifty 
eases  ready  to  go  into  it,  ib. 

Cavan  County. — Is  comprised  within  the  Armagh  District, 
Jackson,  8197.  Suggestion  for  detaching  this  county 
from  the  Armagh  District,  and  forming  it  into  a separate 
district,  Dobbin,  8455. 

Central  Board  of  Lunacy.  See  Boards  of  Lunacy. 

Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Dundrum. — Lately  erected  for 
criminal  lunatics,  Nugent,  789.  Has  been  in  operation 
six  years,  ib.  795.  TV  hat  classes  of  lunatics  detained  in 
this  asylum,  ib.  790,  791 . Preference  given  iu  admission 
to  cases  of  serious  crimes  rather  than  of  aggravated  lunacy, 
ib.  SOI,  802.  This  asylum  under  the  sole  control  and 
management  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  ib.  794. 
The  inmates  not  classified  according  to  their  station  in  life 
or  education,  ib.  826.  This  asylum  visited  officially  once 
in  each  month,  ib.  833.  Affords  ample  accommodation 
for  the  criminal  lunatics  of  the  country,  ib.  835.  Chap- 
lains attached  to  this  asylum,  ib.  838. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  condition  of  this 
asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  following  witnesses,  Corbet , 
2823- -2979, 3148-3190;  Harrison,  29SO-3038  ; M'Donnell, 
3191-3212. 

Certificates. — What  certificates  are  required  before  a person 
is  admitted  into  a district  lunatic  asylum,  White,  243, 
244.  Suggestion  of  changes  in  the  contents  of  medical 
certificates  of  insanity,  Moss,  3744.  Opinions  that  reliev- 
ing officers  of  the  Poor  Law  Unions  should  -be  parties  to 
the  signing  of  certificates  for  admission  into  district  luna- 
tic asylums,  Wandesforde,  6740;  Cane,  6981.  Medical 
certificates  required  to  accompany  the  reports  of  commit- 
tees of  Chancery  lunatics,  Brady,  11315.  Copy  order  of 

■-  Lord  St.  Leonards,  when  Chancellor,  as  to  this  certificate, 
&c.,  Hancock,  1 1 396. 

Certificate  of  Expenditure.  The  cost,  of  a district  lunatic 
asylum,  certified  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  on 
its  completion,  Radcliff,  99.  Contents  of  this  certificate, 
Cruise,  137-139. 

Chairman. — Suggestion  that  there  should  be  a permanent 
chairman  in  local  Boards  of  Governors, . Staunton,  5281. 

Chancellor. — An  instrument  of  restraint  introduced  by  Lord 
St.  Leonards,  and  so  called  from  him,  Croker,  3471. 

Chancery,  Court  of. — Opinion  that  the  Court  of  Chancery 
is  not  well  suited  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  personal 
guardianship  of  lunatics,  Hancock,  11380. 

See  also  Chancery  Lunatics.  Commissions  of  Lunacy. 

Chancery  Lunatics — Observations  on  the  neglect  from  which 
Chancery  lunatics  occasionally  suffer,  Lynch , 3703-3707. 
Number*  of  lunatics  ordinarily  under  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, Hancock,  1 1384.  Principle  on  which  an  allowance 
is  made  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics  under  the  Court, 
Heim,  1121G;  Brady,  11314;  Hancock,  11369-11371. 
There  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  Chancery  lunatics; 
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the  Inspector*  of  Lunatic-  Asylums  may  be  charged  with 
that  duty  by  the  Chancellor,  under  particular  circum- 
stances Brady,  1 1 342.  Opinions  that  there  should  be  a 
regular  inspection  of  Chancery  lunatics,  by  officers  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  If  nut,  11236;  Brady,  11328; 
Htncock,  11379.  Every  committee  of  the  person  of  a 
lunatic  bound  to  make  an  annual  report,  accompanied  by 
a medical  certificate,  as  to  the  health,  &e.,  of  the  lunatic, 
Brady.  1 1315;  Hancock,  1 1372.  Copy  order  of  Lord  St. 
Leonards,  as  to  the  contents  of  this  report,  Hancock , 1 1 396, 
Place  of  residence  of  Chancery  lunatics  settled  by  the  Court, 
Brudy , 11316.  Opinion  that  there  should  be  a register 
of  the  place  of  residence  of  every  lunatic,  or  alleged  lunatic, 
Hi.  113.55.  Suggestion  that  parties  having  lunatics,  or 
alleged  lunatics  living  with  them,  should  be  obliged  to 
notify  that  such  persons  were  in  their  custody,  ib.  I I3.5G. 
Remarks  on  the  facilities  for  superseding  commissions  of 
lunacy,  ill.  1 1360-1 1362.  The  Court  of  Chancery  not 
well  suited  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  personal  guar- 
dianship of  lunatics,  Hancock,  1 1 S80.  Suggestion  that 
the  personal  superintendence  of  Chancery  lunatics  should 
be  transferred  to  a Board  of  Lunacy,  ib.  \ 1-102.  Sugges- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a new  tribunal  for  the  man- 
agement of  Chancery  lunatics,  Brad  /,  1 1 336.  Powers  and 
functions  of  tin's  new  Board,  ib  1 1336-11340. 

See  also  Commissions  of  Lunacy. 

Chaplains  in  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — There  are  chaplains 
in  all  the  district  asylums  except  those  of  Armagh  and 
Belfast,  White,  387.  Divine  Service  has  been  regularly 
celebrated  in  the  other  district  asylums,  ib.  366.  The 
Governors  of  the  Armagh  Asylum  opposed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  chaplains,  ib.  372.  The  Archbishop  of  Armagh 
has,  within  the  last  two  years,  paid  his  own  chaplain  to 
attend  such  of  the  inmates  of  the  Armagh  Asylum  as  were 
Protestants,  ib.  Opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  Belfast  Asylum  to  the  appointment  of  chap- 
lains, ib.  37S.  Clergymen  refused  admittance  into  the 
Belfast  Asylum  to  celebrate  Divine  Service,  ib.  3sl ; Nu- 
getU,  649.  Most  important  to  attach  chaplains  to  lunatic 
asylums,  White,  383;  Nugent,  635.  Proportion  of  the 
inmates  of  lunatic  asylums  who  are  capable  of  benefitin'-- 
by  attendance  on  Divine  Worship,  White,  395;  Nugent, 
637.  Patients  look  forward  with  great  anxiety  to  flic 
Sabbath  day,  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  Service,  White 
395.  In  those  asylums,  where  there  are  no  chaplains,  the 
inmates  have  eouiplaiued  of  not  receiving  reli'-ious  minis- 
tration, ib.  396.  In  those  asylums,  where  there  are  no 
chaplains,  no  religious  instruction  or  ministration  is  given, 
Nugent,  641.  Beneficial  results,  both  iu  a curative  and 
moral  point  of  view,  have  arisen  from  the  appointment  of 
chaplains,  ib.  644.  The  Governors  of  each  district  asy- 
lum bound  by  the  Privy  Council  rules  to  make  regulations 
for  the  admission  of  clergymen  to,  and  the  celebration  of 
Divine  Service  m district  asylums,  ib.  651.  Copy  rules 
made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  iu  Council,  for  the  admis- 
sion of  clergymen  into  district  asylums.  Doc.  p 532 
Copy  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench,  ns  to  the 
payment  of  the  chaplains  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant- in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  ib.  554. 

See  also  Religious  Instruction.  Religious  Ministration. 
Chare, do, i. — Proposed  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  poor 
lunatics  of  the  middle  classes,  on  the  model  of  Charentou, 
nair  Pans,  Fitzpatrick,  5234.  Payments  made  by  the 
different  classes  ot  patients  in  this  institution,  ib. 
Changeability  of  Lunatics. — Cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
lunatic  poor  at  present  advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated 
.bund,  and  repaid  by  an  imperative  presentment,  Earl  of 
Dononghnore  6 176.  Suggestion  that  the.  maintenance  of 
each  lunatic  should  be  paid  for,  by  the  district  to  which  he 
belonged,  out  of  the  poor-rate,  ib.  6178.  Advantages  of 
such  a system,  ib.  61 50.  Opinion  I hat  the  charges  for  the 
tlle  lluiatic  P°°r  should  be  baronial,  Porter, 

yi  00—9186. 

Charitable  Institutions  for  the  Insane— Ireland  singularly  de- 
hcient  m private  charitable  institutions  for  the  insane, 
38f°m  T?ut  two.of  thc  kind’  Swift’s  Hospital,  and 
the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  in  the  country,  ib.  3888.  Details 
respecting  a proposed  institution  for  the  lunatic  poor 
belonging  to  the  middle  classes,  Fitzpatrick , 5227-5262. 

C^rf!T'iJCuPy  .cllarifr  (or  erecting  and  endowing  St. 
Jratnck  s Hospital,  Dublin,  Doc.  p.  562. 

Chronic  Cases — The  erection  of  separate  additional  asylums 
for  such  cases  desirable,  Nugent,  686-69 1 . The  detention  1 
ol  chrome  imbecile  cases  in  workhouses  not  desirable,  ib. 

See  also  Incurables.  Separate  Asylums. 

Ch-cuils.—Ireknd  is  divided  into  two  circuits,  with  reference 
to  the  inspection  of  district  asylums,  &c.,  White,  207-2  J 7. 


These  circuits  are  taken  alternately  by  the  Inspectors  ib 
Opinion  that  each  Inspector  should  keep  to,  and  be’  re- 
sponsible for,  his  own  district,  Phelan,  3913. 

Clancarty,  Lord  — Opinion  of  Lord  Clanenrty,  in  favour  of 
admitting  paying  patients  into  district  lunatic  asylums 
referred  lo,  Nugent.  661.  1 ' 

Clare  County — This  county  is  included  within  the  Limerick 
District,  Fitzgerald,  8509.  A separate  asylum  for  this 
county  suggested,  O'Brien,  9720. 

Clarendon  Lord.— Chaplains  appointed  by  Lord  Clarendon, 
when  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  the  Belfast  Asvlum 
White,  378.  ’ 

Clarke,  Rev.  E.  M—  Letter  from  Mr.  Clarke  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commission,  relative  to  idiots  iu  Lifford  Gaol 
Doc.  p.  559.  ’ 

Classification  of  Patients. — The  classification  of  patients  pre- 
™“  t0“  “l  tT  “ .“»•«  Mf  luiiu,  White. 

406.  A minute  classification  desirable,  if  possible  ib 
Most  desirable  that  idiots  or  imbeciles  should  be  kept 
apart,  ib.  409.  The  usual  classification  of  the  insane  by 
medical  men  into  lunatics,  idiots,  and  imbeciles,  not  mute 
correct,  Phelan.  SSOS.  1 


For  information  respecting  the  classification  of  pa- 
tients in  the  district  asylums,  see  t-lio  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

Clergymen. — The  Governors  -of  each  district  lunatic  asy- 
lum arc  bound  by  the  Privy  Council  rules  to  make  regu- 
lations for  the  admission  of  clergymen,  Nugent,  651.  Copy 
orders  of  the  Privy  Council  on  this  subject,  Doc.  p.  532. 

Sec  also  Chaplains  in  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  Re- 
ligious Ministration. 


Clerical  Ministration.  See  Chaplains  in  District  Lunatic 
Asylums.  Religious  Ministration. 

Clerks  and  Storekeepers  of  District  Asylums. — Duties  of 
clerks  and  storekeepers  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  as 
prescribed  by  the  orders  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  iu  Coun- 
cil, Doc.  p.  529. 

Clerks  of  thc  Peace — Suggestion  that  Clerks  of  the  Peace 
in  county  towns  where  district  lunatic  asylums  arc 
situated,  should  perform  certain  duties  in  lunacy  mat- 
ters, Hancock,  11385. 

Clifford,  Rev.  Culeh  Henry,  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Cork 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
10447-10458. 

Clinical  Instruction. — Clinical  instruction  formerly  given  in 
St.  Patrick’s  Hospital,  Dobbin,  3518,  3519.  Rules  and 
regulations  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for 
the  delivery  of  clinical  lectures  iu  lunatic  asylums, 
Cruise,  200.  Resolution  of  the  Governors  of  the.  Belfast 
Asylum,  authorizing  medical  students  intended  for  the 
East  India  Company’s  Service  to  attend  the  asylum,  re- 
ferred to,  Steu-art,  7759.  Opinion  that  clinical  lectures 
should  be  given  in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  Macrory,  8100. 
Similar  opinion  as  to  the  Cork  Asylum,  Power,  10279. 

Clonmel  District. — Additional  lunatic  accommodation  re- 
quired in  this  district.  White,  471  ; Nugent,  713.  Sug- 
gestion for  the  enlargement  of  the  Clonmel  Asylum,  While, 
473 ; Nugent,  714,  7 1 5.  This  district  includes  the  North 
and  South  Ridings  of  Tipperary,  Moore,  5904. 

Clonmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum For  information  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the 
following  witnesses : — Moore,  5902-5954 ; Flynn,  5955- 
6099;  Sleil,  6100-6147;  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  614S- 
6180;  Phipps,  6181-6223;  Gyles , 6224-6260:  Fry,  6261- 
6271  ; Rial/,  6272-6307. 

Clothing. — The  inmates  of  district  lunatic  asylums  gene- 
rally warmly  and  comfortably  clad ; they  are  too  often 
allowed  to  wear  out  their  clothing,  White , 488. 

See  also  the  different  asylums  -under  their  respective 
titles. 


Coal. — Alleged  waste  of  coal  in  the  Omagh  District  Luna- 
tic Asylum,  Archdall,  9267. 

Coercion.  See  Restraint. 

Cogan,  Bernard  Owen,  Esq.,  j.p.,  a Governor  of  the  Sligo 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  10882- 
10909. 

Colborne,  Major  the  Hon.  James — Letter  from  Major  the 
Hon.  James  Colborne  relative  to  the  disposal  of  insane 
soldiers,  Doc.  p.  365. 

“ Commentaries  on  Insanity." — This  work  referred  to,  Mont- 
gomery, 8036. 

Commission — Commission  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
inquire  as  to  the  repayment,  to  counties  detached  from 
districts,  of  sums  contributed  by  them  to  the  erection  of 
district  lunatic  asylums,  Radcliff,  105 ; Cruise,  146. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


INDEX  TO  EVIDENCE,  AND  TO  DOCUMENTS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE.  571 


Commissioners  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of 
Lunatic  Asylums.  See  Board  of  General  Control  and 
Correspondence  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Commissions  of  Lunacy Usual  costs  of  a commission  of 

lunacy,  Henn,  1 1 204-1 1 206 ; Brady , 1 1 307-1 1 309.  Mode 
of  proceeding  in  a commission  of  lunacy,  Henn , 1 1 1 89- 
11210.  Proceedings  prior  to  the  issuing  of  a commis- 
sion, Hancock , 11304,  11365.  Commissions  always  origi- 
nate in  petitions  to  the  Chancellor  from  some  friend  of  the 
alleged  lunatic,  Henn,  1 1 1 97.  Minimum  income  of  eases 
in  which  a commission  would  be  issued,  ib.  1 1 202 ; Han- 
cock, 1 1 383.  Costs  of  the  commission  defrayed  out  of 
the  lunatic's  property,  J-Jenu,  11203.  Opinion  that  the 
practice  on  commissions  of  lunacy  in  Ireland  should  be 
assimilated  to  that  of  England  with  respect  to  the  number 
of  jurors,  ib.  11222.  Objection  to  juries  on  commissions 
of  lunaty,  Brady , 11336.  Remarks  on  the  advantages 
of  the  use  of  juries  on  such  inquiries,  Hancock,  11388. 
Opinions  that  a jurisdiction  should  be  given  to  assistant 
barristers  in  the  eases  of  lunatics  of  small  properties,  with 
respect  to  whom  commissions  are  not  usually  issued,  Henn, 
11229  ; Hancock,  1 1384-1 1380.  Commissions  formerly 
issued  to  magistrates,  &c.,  in  the  country,  this  not  now 
done,  Brady,  11341.  Remarks  on  the  facilities  for  super- 
seding commissions,  ib.  1 1369-11302. 

See  also  Chancery  Lunatics. 

Committees  of  Governors  of  District  Asylums.  See  Sub- 
committees of  Governors. 

Committee  of  Grand  Jury — The  Maryborough  District 
Asylum  regularly  visited  by  a committee  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  Queen's  County,  ILtrpur,  7330. 

Committees  of  Lunatics — Who  are  usually  appointed  com- 
mittees of  the  person  and  of  the  estate  of  Chancery  luna- 
tics, Henn , 11214,  11215.  Committees  of  the  estate  of  a 
lunatic  obliged  to  pass  accounts  to  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  the  same  manner  as  receivers,  Hancock , 1 1368. 

Sec  also  Chancery  Lun  dies.  Commissions  of  Lunacy. 
Completion  of  District  Lunatic  A sylums — Proceedings  on  the 
completion  of  a district  lunatic  asylum,  Ridclff,  DO— 1(10; 
Cruise,  137-139.  The  cost  of  a district  lunatic  asylum 
certified  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  on  its  com- 
pletion, Ratcliff,  99.  Contents  of  the  certificate  of  com- 
pletion, Cruise,  137-139. 

Connaught. — The  two  asylums  which  arc  in  Connaught  not 
sufficient  for  it,  White,  436.  Suggestion  for  the  erection 
of  a new  asylum  in  Castlebar,  ib. 

Connell,  Mr.  William,  Clerk  of  the  Cork  District  Lunatic 

Asylum Evidence  of  this  witness,  1056i-10677. 

Connclhn,  James  Carry,  Esq , one  of  the  Inspectors- General 
of Prisons  in  Ireland.  — Evidence  of  this  witness,  50 1 7-5U83. 

Connolly , Dr Quotation  from  a work  by  Dr.  Connolly, 

Cusack,  3452. 

Connolly.  Pierce,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the  Water- 
ford District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
5755-5S15. 

Connolly , T , Esq.,  m.f.— Copy  letter  of  Mr.  Connolly  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  accompanying  a memorial  ot  the  Donegal 
Grand  Jury,  Doc.  p.  540. 

Consolidation. — A consolidation  of  the  Acts,  of  Parliament 
relating  to  district  lunatic  asylums  desirable,  Sir  R. 
Ferguson,  5439. 

Controversial  Subjects.— The  rules  of  the  Privy  Council 
require  that  controversial  subjects  should  be  studiously 
avoided  by  chaplains  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Nugent, 

890.  This  rule  constantly  observed  by  the  chaplains,  to. 

891.  Copy  rule  of  the  Privy  Council  on  this  matter, 
Doc.  p.  532. 

Convict  Prisons— For  information  respecting  the  detention 
of  lunatics  in  convict  prisons,  see  the  evidence  of  Crofton, 
5203-5226. 


Cooke,  Dr Is  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  chaplains  to 

lnnatic  asylums,  Montgomery , 8034. 

Cooks Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  cooks  in 

district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  53 1. 


Corbet,  William,  Esq.,  m.d.,  rACit,  Governor  of  the  Dun- 
drum  Central  Criminal  Asylum.—  Evidence  of  this  witness, 


2823-2979;  3148-3190. 


Cork , Bishop  of— Evidence  of  this  witness,  10398-10401. 
Cork  County — F ormerly  not  included  in  any  district,  Bad- 
cliff,  13.  Declared  a district  by  the  8 & 9 Vic.  c.  107, 

a.  14. 


Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — This  asylum  erected  by  the 
present  Hoard  of  General  Control  and  Correspor.denco  of 
Lunatic  Asylums.  Rude  tiff,  1 0.  Desirable  that  there  should 
be  a resident  apothecary  in  this  asylum,  White,  338.  For 
information  respecting  the  general  condition  of  this  asylum, 
see  the  evidenecof  the  following  witnesses: — Power,  lol  1 7— 
10352, 1 0470-10522,10002-10614  ; IIoburtA  0353-10307; 
Bishop  of  Cork,  10398-10401;  Kyle,  10402-10422; 
Townsend,  10423-10446;  Clifford,  10447-1045*;  Burton, 
10459-10172;  Ren  nick,  H»5:3_1036l>;  Council,  105CI- 
10577;  Duggan,  10578-IUOul. 

Costs  of  a Coumis  i.o!  of  Luniey.  See  C-mmis'iotis  of  Lunacy ■ 

Can- ford,  Chu.hr.  Shannon,  E';.,  Pus  r Lnw  Inspector 

Evidence  of  this  witness,  3983-4037. 

Crawford,  117/V/  i Sharmcu,  ZN;..  M e — Letter  from  Mr. 

Crawford  to  thcS.-m  t.roy  of  .ho  Commission,  Due.  p.  552. 
Criminal  A -ylum.  S.v  ( ; . C imhnl  Asylum,  Dn.id.um. 

Criminal  Lunatics — This  il.iss  of  litnati.  s detained  in  the 
Central  Criminal  Asylum.  Dtindrum.  Nugent.  789.  Classes 
of  cases  sent  to  this  a.-ylnm,  ib.  79U-M)).  Practice  in 
the  case  of  persons  becoming  insane  while  under  sentence, 
or  awaiting  trial,  ib.  775,  770.  Practice  in  the  case  of 
persons  who  are  incompetent  to  plead,  owing  to  insanity, 
ib.  81 1,812.  Criminal  lunatics  becoming  sane,  are  gene- 
rally discharged  unconditionally.  <"•.  8 1 5.  8 1 0.  This  prac- 
tice not  attended  with  any  injurious  results,  ib.  816. 
Opinion  that  the  maintenance  of  criminal  lunatics  should 
be  a charge  on  the  State,  Mounsell,  3427. 

Cnftnn,  Captain  Writer,  Che innnn  of  the  Directors  of 
Convict  Prisons — Evidence  of  this  witness,  52U3-522G. 
Croler.  Charles  Philips,  Esq.,  m.d.,  F.k.qim.,  one  of  the 
Mcdia.l  Attendants  of  St.  Patrick's  Hospital — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  3401-3479. 

Cruise.  Henry  Mercdyth,  Esq.,  Clerk  in  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary's Office,  Acting  A si-stout  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy 
Council. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  107-201. 

Ctdliuasi,  Patrick  Maxwell,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Phyieinn  to  the 
County  Clare  Gaol,  and  to  the  Ennis  Union  Workhouse. — 
Evidence  of  this  witness,  8837-8808. 

Gumming,  Air.  James,  Muster  of  St.  Patrick's  Hospital, 
Dublin — Evidence  of  this  witness,  3213-3303. 

Cuming,  Thomas,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the 
Armagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 8385-8436. 

Cusack,  James  William,  Esq.,  m.d.,  r.n.c.s.i.,  one  of  the 
Medical  Attendants  of  St.  Patrick's  Hospitul,  Dublin. — 
Evidence  of  this  witness,  3370-3460. 

D. 

Dangerous  Lunatics  Act.  Sec  Dangerous  Lunatics. 

Dangerous  handies. — Manner  in  which  dangerous  lunatics 
arc  admitted  into  district  asylums,  While,  225;  NygviU, 
708-770.  The  law  in  reference  to  the  committal  of  dan- 
gerous lunatics  to  gaol  a good  one,  ib.  778.  Great  laxity 
in  magistrates  in  aeting  upon  the  Dangerous  Lunatic  Act, 
ib.  778 ; Earl  of  Dononghworc,  0161.  This  act  abused  by 
friends  of  alleged  binaries,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
their  admission  into  district  asylums,  Shell,  6134;  Phipps, 
6213.  Opinions  that  magistrates  should  have  the  power  of 
committing  lunatics  directly  to  district  asylums,  instead 
of  to  prison,  Ireland,  3709;  Ctmiellan,  5072;  llerv.ey, 
5183;  Sir  G.  Hudson,  5354;  Sir  R.  Fergusm,  5447; 
Blake,  5784;  Lord  Donoughmore , 6161;  Pi.ipps,  62U9 ; 
Nangle,  6611;  O'Brien,  8822. 

Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  charged  within 
the  Dublin  Police  District  with  being  dangerous  lunatics, 
from  1845  to  1856,  inclusive,  Ireland,  3749.  Great  increase 
in  the  number  of  persons  charged  wiih  being  dangerous 
lunatics,  within  the  Dublin  Police  District,  during  the 
famine  period,  ib.  3751.  A law  of  settlement,  in  regard 
to  dangerous  lunatics,  proposed  by  the  governors  of  the 
Richmond  District  Asylum,  Sir  George  Hudson,  5358. 

Delivery Proceedings  on  the  completion  and  delivery  up 

of  district  lunatic  asylums  to  the  local  Boards  of  Gover- 
nors, Radcliff,  96-100. 

Delivery  Book. — One  of  the  books  required  by  the  Privy 
Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  each  district  lunatic  asylum, 
Doc.  p.  528. 

Denham,  Rev.  James,  Presbyterian  Chaplain  of  the  London- 
derry District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
10616-10641. 

Denver,  Dr. Has  complained  thatduefacilitieshave  not  been 

given  to  the  admission  of  clergymen  to  the  Belfast  Asylum, 
and  that  patients  have  frequently  died  without  clerical 
ministration,  Nugent,  650. 
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Derry  and  Raphoc , Bishop  of. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
9600-9604. 

Devotional  Boohs.  See  Books  of  Devotion. 

Dietaries In  some  asylums  the  dietary  comes  up  to  the 

proper  scale,  White,  484.  The  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums luivc  no  power  in  controlling  the  dietary,  ib.  485. 
There  are  dietary  tables,  separate  from  the  ordinary  diet, 
in  all  the  district  asylums,  Hi.  316.  These  tables  are 
framed  by  the  resident  or  visiting  physician,  ib.  318. 

There  is  no  special  dietaiy  for  the  insane  inmates  of 
workhouses,  Nugent , 752.  Physicians  of  workhouses  may 
put  any  patient  on  extra  diet,  ib.  Visiting  physicians  of 
gaols  may  allow  extra  diet  to  lunatics  confined  in  them, 
771.  Opinion  that  lunatics  require  a higher  scale  of  diet- 
ary than  sane  persons,  31' Cor  mac,  7876. 

Dillon,  Thomas,  Esq.,  m.d.,  visiting  Physician  of  thcBullina- 
she  District  Lunatic  Asylum, — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
10027-10097. 

Discharge  of  Patients  from  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — Mode 
of  discharging  ordinary  patients  from  district  lunatic 
asylums,  1 Vltite,  233.  Inspectors  ofLuuatic  Asylums  are 
furnished  with  returns  of  patients  discharged  from  each 
asylum,  ib.  233, 234.  The  power  of  discharge  rests  with 
the  Hoard  of  Governors,  ib.  236.  The  managers  occasion- 
ally discharge  patients,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
governors,  ib.  238.  Family  of  patient,  may  remove  patient 
if  they  wish,  ib.  283.  Delay  in  the  discharge  of  such 
patients  as  recover,  iu  conscc|iience  of  irregular  attendance 
of  governors,  ib.  289, 290. 

• Patients  sent  to  district  asylums,  by  the  warrant  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.,  may  be  discharged  hv  the,  physician, 
if  considered  of  sound  mind,  ib.  282.  Criminal  lunatics, 
on  becoming  sane,  arc  generally  discharged  uncondition- 
ally, Nugent,  8 1 5.  This  practice  not  attended  with  any 
injurious  effects,  ib.  816. 

Disjiensary  Officers — Medical  officers  of  dispensaries  have 
no  power  or  duty  in  reference,  to  insane  poor  wandering 
about,  Bunks,  1950. 

District  Bridewells.  Sec  Bridewells. 

District  Lunatic  Asylums — There  are  sixteen  district  lunatic 
asylums  in  Ireland,  Nugent,  555.  Curable  cases  only 
should  be  admitted  into  district  lunatic  asylums,  Phcluu, 
3822.  Return  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  each  dis- 
trict asylum  by  each  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
during  the  year  1856,  Doc.  p.  540. 

See  also  the  different  asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 
Districts. — Course  of  proceeding  pursued  in  the  formation 
of  a new  district,  and  the  erection  of  a new  asylum,  Cruise, 
108- 1 23.  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  no  power  as 
to  formation  of  new  districts,  Nugent , 540.  Nor  the  local 
authorities,  Cruise,  112. 

In  the  formation  of  new  districts,  the  Government 
has  invariably  acted  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  Nugent,  540. 

Districts,  Proposed  New. — Suggestion  for  detaching  the 
County  Donegal  from  the  Londondeny  District,  and  form- 
ing it  into  a new  district,  White,  470;  Sir  R.  Ferguson, 
5487-5489.  Recommendation  that  the  County  Wexford 
should  be.  detached  from  the  Carlow  District,  and  have  an 
asylum  of  its  own,  White,  462;  Nugent,  682.  Copy  memo- 
rial of  the  Wexford  Grand  Jury,  praying  for  an  asylum 
at  Wexford,  Doc.  p.  543.  Opinion  that  a new  asylum 
should  be  erected  at  Castlebar,  for  the  colmty  Mayo, 
White,  436;  Nugent,  720.  Suggestion  for  the  erection  of 
a new  asylum  at  Nenugh,  for  the  North  Riding  of  Tipper- 
ary, or  the  extension  of  the  present  Clonmel  Asylum, 
White,  473.  A separate  asylum  for  the  county  of  Clare 
suggested,  O'Bi  ien , 8820.  Suggestion  for  detaching  the 
county  Cavan  from  the  Armagh  District,  and  forming  it 
into  a separate  district,  Jucltson,  8228;  Dobbin,  8485. 

Divine  Service — What  proportion  of  patients  iu  district 
asylums  are  capablo  of  benefiting  by  attendance  on  Di- 
vine Service,  While,  3^6 ; Nugent,  637.  What  proportion 
do  actually  attend,  White,  395.  Governors  of  each  asylum 
bound  by  the  Privy  Council  rules  to  make  regulations  for 
the  celebration  of  Divine  Service,  Nugent , 651.  Copy 
Privy  Council  rule  on  the  subject,  Doc.  p.  532.  Attend- 
ance on  Divine  Service  exorcises  the  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  patients,  Nugent,  638,  639. 
Patients  look  forward  with  great  anxiety  to  the  Sabbath 
for  the  Divine  Service,  White,  395.  Divine  Service  regu- 
larly performed  in  all  the  asylums  except  those  of  Armagh 
and  Belfast,  ib.  366. 

See  also  Chaplains  in  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  Reli- 
gious Ministration.  And  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 


Dixon,  Dr.,  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop. — Sends  a cler«*y- 
man,  when  necessary,  to  the  Armagh  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Nvgunt,  640. 

Dobbin,  Thomas,  Esq.,  .r.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Armagh  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  8479 
8486. 

Dobbin,  Re r.  William  Peter  Id.,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  Swift's  Hospital. — Evidence  of  this  witness 
3480-3526. 

Dobbs,  Captain  J„hn,  Manager  of  the  Waterford  District 
Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  5554-5661. 

Doherty,  Rev.  Edward,  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the 
Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  9605-9615. 

Donegal  County — A separate  asylum  required  for  this 
county,  \\  idle,  470.  The  erection  of  an  asylum  in  this 
county  applied  lbr  by  half  the  Grand  Jury,  ib.  409:  Sir 
R.  Ferguson,  5487-5489.  Copy  memorial  of  the  Donegal 
Grand  Jury  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Doc.  p.  547.  Copy 
resolution  of  magistrates  and  landed  proprietors  of  the 
county  Donegal,  approving  of  the  separation  of  Donegal 
from  the.  Londonderry  District,  ib.  550.  Prevalence  of 
insanity  in  this  county,  Ragan,  9309.  This  prevalence 
attributable  to  poverty  and  intermarriages  of  near  rela- 
tives, ib.  9370. 

DonovgJmiore,  the  Right  lion,  the  Earl  of  a Governor  of 
the  CLnmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  614S-G180. 

Dawn  County. — This  county  is  comprised  within  tlic  Belfast 
District,  Stewart,  7649. 

Down  and  Connor,  Bishop  of,  a Governor  of  the  Belfast 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7919- 
7921. 

Drogheda  City. — This  city  is  included  within  the  Richmond, 
or  Dublin  District,  Reynolds,  5391. 

Dublin  City. — Details  as  to  the  progressive  increase  of  the 
taxation  of  Dublin  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics.  Rey- 
nolds, 5390-5392.  Injustice  done  to  the  rate-payers  of 
Dublin  by  the  admission  of  lunatics  from  the  country  into 
the  Richmond  Asylum,  ib.  5305.  Remedies  suggested, 
5398-51 1 S.  Rate-payors  of  Dublin  not  sufficiently  repre- 
sented on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Richmond  Asy- 
lum, ib.  5390 ; Maunsell,  54-22.  Opinion  that  t he  Corpo- 
ration of  Dublin  should  have  flic,  power  of  nominating  a 
certain  number  of  the  Governors  of  the  Richmond  Asy- 
lum, Reynolds,  5408 ; Muunscll,  5423. 

Dublin  District — Additional  lunatic  accommodation  re- 
quired in  tlu-  Dublin  or  Richmond  District,  White,  475. 
Suggestion  for  the  erection  of  a new  asylum  for  chronic 
incurable  eases  iu  this  district,  ib.  475-480. 

“ Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science.” — Ex  tracts 
from  this  journal  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  appointing 
chaplains  iu  asylums  containing  patients  of  different  reli- 
gions denominations,  Montgomery , 8036. 

Duckett,  William,  Esq.,  J.r..  a Governor  c,f  the  Carlow  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6622- 
6053. 

Duffy,  Joseph  Timothy,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Proprietor  of  Eagle 
House  Private  Asylum,  Fivglas — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 1213-1261. 

Duggan,  Mr.  John  Perc.  val,  Storekeeper  of  the  Cork  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  10578- 
10601. 

Duncan,  James , Esq.,  m.d.,  Proprietor  of  Furnham  House 
and  Maryville  Private  Asylum,  Dublin. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  3527-3587- 

Dundrum  Asylum.  See  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Dun- 
drum. 

E. 

Eagle  House  Private  Asylum,  Finglas. — For  information  as 
to  the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  Duffy, 
1213-1261. 

East  India  Company.  See  India. 

Education For  information  ns  to  the  intelligence  and  edu- 

cation of  attendants  in  district  asylums,  see  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles.  _ . 

For  the  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  distnet  asy- 
lums who  can  read  and  write,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

See  also  Instruction.  Schools. 

Eglinton  Asylum,  Cork.  See  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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Eglinton,  Lord. — Deputation  to  Lord  Eglinton,  when  Lord 
"Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  from  tlie  Governors  of  tlie  Belfast 
District  Asylum,  respecting  the  appointment  of  chaplains. 
White,  378. 

Ellis,  Frauds,  Esq.,  J.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Omagh  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  tliis  witness,  0220-9244. 

Employment  of  Patients. — For  details  as  to  the  employment 
of  patients  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Endowed  Lunatic  Asylums. — There  are  but  two  endowed 
institutions  for  the  reception  of  the  insane,  Swift’s  Hospi- 
tal and  tlie  Bloomfield  Retreat,  iu  Ireland,  Nugent,  859. 

England. — The  pev-centagc  of  insane  in  England  is  about 
one  in  seven  or  eight  hundred,  Nugent,  G78.  Opinion 
that  some  of  the  lunatic  asylums  in  Englaud  are  on  too 
large  a scale,  il>.  695.  In  England  managers  of  lunatic 
asylums  required  by  law  to  be  medical  men,  Phelan , 3846. 
System  of  inspection  of  asylums  in  England  a very  excel- 
lent one,  ib.  3964.  Provisions  in  tile  English  law  as 
to  wandering-  lunatics,  Sir  It.  Ferguson,  5446-5449. 

Enlargement  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — The  proceedings 
in  ease  of  the  enlargement  of  district  lunatic  asylums  the 
same  as  in  their  erection,  Rudd  iff,  87-  The  enlargement 
of  asylums  generally  originates  with  the  local  Boards  of 
Governors,  ib.  89.  The  exact  number  of  inmates  to  be 
accommodated  in  the  additional  buildings  specified  in  the 
order  of  the  Privy  Council,  ib.  90.  Enlargements  of 
district  asylums  never  paid  for  out  of  their  annual  expen- 
diture, ib.  94. 

Eniiiscorthy  Union — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  Enniscorthy  Union  to  the  .Secretary  of  the 
Commission,  Doc.  p.  500. 

Epileptic  Imbeciles Opinion  that  this  class  of  lunatics  should 

lie  provided  for  in  loss  costly  establishments  than  the 
district  asylums,  Nugent,  674.  By  the  Privy  Council 
rules  epileptic  persons  are  admissible  into  the  district 
lunatic  asylums,  Kelly,  9775.  Epileptic  persons  not 
admitted  into  some  of  tho  district  asylums  ib.  9774. 

Erection  of  District  Lunatic.  Asylums — Mode  of  proceeding 
pursued  by  tlie  old  Board  of  General  Control  and  Corres- 
pondence of  Lunatic  Asylums  with  regard  to  the  erection 
of  district  asylums,  Raddiff,  5-8.  Mode  adopted  by  the 
present  Board,  ib.  35-1 00.  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
have  no  authority  in  reference  to  the  erection  of  district 
Asylums,  Nugent,  541-543.  The  Boards  of  Governors 
anxious  that  the  Inspectorsof  Lunatic  Asylums  should  have 
some  control  over  the  building  arrangements,  ib.  546. 
Inspectors  are  always  consulted  as  to  the  plans  of  the 
building,  Raddiff,  43.  Every  care  has  been  taken  toavoid 
extravagance  in  the  erection  of  district  asylums,  ib.  106. 

The  local  authorities  have  no  direct  power  of  interference 
with  reference  to  the  erection  of  district  asylums,  Sir  G. 
Hodstm,  5371-  Opinions  that  the  Grand 'Juries  should 
have  a voice  in  the  erection  of  district  asylums,  ib.  5372 ; 
Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5497;  Moore,  5925;  Tidnmr.sh,  6957; 
Tidd Moore,  7389;  Houston,  7928;  Gabbett,  8763;  Porter, 
9197;  Sir  It.  Bateson,  9647;  Cogun,  10894;  M'Gillicuddy, 
11 107. 

Essex. — Paying  patients  admitted  into  the  lunatic  asylum 
at  Essex,  Nugent,  057- 

Establishment  of  Lunatic  Asylums — Manner  in  which  a 
district  lunatic  asylum  is  established,  Cniisc,  1 08-  til. 
Mode  of  obtaining  a licence  for,  and  opening  a private 
lunatic  asylum,  Nugent,  907-937.  Suggestion  that  a 
person  about  to  establish  a private  asylum  should  satisfy 
the  authorities  as  to  his  pecuniary  means,  Moss,  3745. _ 
Proposed  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  poor  lunatics  of 
the  middle  classes,  Fitzpatrick,  5230-5253. 

Ex-officio  Governors. — Tlie  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums 
are  ex-officio  Governors  of  every  district  asylum  in 
Ireland,  Cruise,  169. 

See  also  hispectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Exercise  of  Patients.— -For  details  as  to  the  exercise  of 
patients  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Expense  of  Commissions  de  Lunatico  Inquirendo.  See  Com- 
missions of  Lunacy. 

Extras,  Medical— There  is  a book  of  extras  in  all  the  district 
lunatic  asylums,  White,  319.  Anything  ordered  by  the 
physician,  and  all  medical  comforts  may  be  given  among 
extras,  ib.  320. 

Eustace,  John,  Esq.,  m.d.,  i-.k.q.p.t.,  Part  Proprietor  of  the 


Hampstead  Private  Asylum,  Dublin. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  3622-3663. 

F. 

Famine — Great  inciva.se  in  the  number  of  persons  charged 
with  being  dangerous  lunatics  within  the  Dublin  Police 
District  during  the  famine  period,  Ireland,  3751. 

Farms. — For  information  respecting  the  cultivation  and 
produce  of  the  farms  attached  to  tlie  district  lunatic 
asylums,  see  the  diilurent  asylums  under  then-  respective 
titles. 

Furnham  House  Private  Asylum,  Dublin. — For  information 
as  to  the  condition  of  this  asvltun,  see  tho  evidence  of 
Duncan,  3527-3587. 

Faulkner,  Rev.  James,  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the 
Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  3039-3102. 

Fees  on  Licences — Amount  of  fees  payable  on  taking  out  a 
licence  for  a private  asylum,  Jacob,  73  J 9. 

Ferguson,  Fir  Robert  Alexander,  Bart.,  M.P.,  a Governor  of 
the  Londonderry  and  Omagh  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — 
Evidence  of  this  witness,  5436-5553. 

Ferguson  Joseph,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Fhyskii.n  of  the 
Mullingar  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  7444-7521. 

Fermanagh  County. — This  county  formerly  included  within 
the  Armagh  District-,  Patau , 81-76.  Now  comprised  within 
the  Omagh  District,  lies/,  8S90.  Number  of  lunatics  at 
large  iu  this  county,  Archdnll,  9255. 

Fire-places. — Most  of  the  cells  iu  district  lunatic  asylums  not 
provided  with  fire-places,  Phelan,  3863.  Infirmaries  in 
district  asylums  desirable  in  consequence  of  this  want,  ib. 
3S64. 

For  information  as  to  the  number  of  rooms  in  the  district 
asylums  furnished  with  fire-places,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

See  also  Heating  of  District  Luiia  tic  Asylums. 

Fitzgerald , Robert,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Manager  and  Resident  Phy- 
sician of  the  Limerick  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence 

of  this  witness,  8487-8691 . 

Fitzpatrick,  Thomas,  Esq.,  m.d. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
5227-5262. 

Fitzsimon,  Mr.  James,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper  of  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  2228- 
2396. 

Fittings.  See  Furniture. 

Flynn , James,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Muiuigcr  and  Resident  Physician 
of  the  Clonmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  5955-0099. 

Flynn,  Rev.  Martin,  r.P.,  a Governor  of  the  Waterford  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  53S6- 
5901. 

Food.  See  Dietaries. 

Ford,  William,  Esq.,  Toun  Clerk  of  the  City  of  Dublin 

Copy  letters  from  Sir.  Ford  to  the  Commissioners  relative 
to  tlie  progressive  increase  of  the  sums  levied  from  tlie  city 
of  D ublin  for  the  support  of  the  Richmond  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Doc.  p.  552,  553. 

Formation  of  Districts.  See  Districts.  Districts,  Proposed 
New. 

Forms  of  Admission — The  form  of  admission  not  uni  torn 
for  all  the  district  asylums,  221.  A uniform  one 

is  being  adopted,  ib.  The  form  in  eaeh  asylum  is  applic- 
able to  all  the  eases  which  may  be  admitted  into  the 
asylum,  ib.  224.  Dangerous  lunatics  not  admitted  on  the 
usual  form,  ib.  225.  In  the  admission  form  of  paying 
patients,  a statement,  that  the  person  applying,  or  his 
family,  will  be  able  to  pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  his 
maintenance,  is  introduced,  ib.  226.  Changes  in  the  form 
of  admission  proposed;  Wandesforde,  6740.  Copy  of  lb-ivy 
Council  rule  as  to  tonus  of  admission,  Doc.  p.  527. 

Frequency  of  Inspection.  See  Inspection  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Friends,  Society  of.  See  Society  of  Fr  iends. 

Fry,  Rev.  Henry,  Protectant  Chaplain  of  the  Clonmel  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6261-6271. 

Furniture — Mode  of  proceeding  pursued  by  the  present 
Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of  lunatic 
asylums  with  regard  to  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  distinct 
asylums,  Radcliff,  65-68.  The  furniture  in  district 
asylums  generally  sufficiently  good,  with  some  exceptions, 
White,  489.  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  no  imme- 
diate control  over  the  furniture,  &c.,  ib.  490. 

For  information  as  to  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  the. 
district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 
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G. 

Gdbbett , William  Henry,  Esq.,  a Governor  of  the  Limerick 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — .Evidence  of  tins  witness,  8734- 
8771. 

Galway  County. — This  county  is  comprised  within  the  Bal- 
linasloe  District,  Kelly,  9750. 

Gaols — Occasionally,  but  not  annually,  visited  by  the  In- 
spectors of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Nugent,  764.  Gaols  visited 
at  least  annually  by  the  Iiispectors-General  of  Prisons, 
Cornelian,  5020.  Number  of  lunatics  at  present  in  gaols, 
Phelan,  3814;  Cdsmellun,  5021.  Lunatics  iu  gaols  not 
kept  in  separate  wards,  Nugent,  76(3.  Lunatics  some- 
times detained  in  gaols  for  very  long  periods,  ib.  772. 
Great  laxity  on  the  part  of  magistrates  in  committing 
lunatics  to  gaol,  ib.  778.  Medical  certificate  necessary 
for  the  committal  of  a dangerous  lunatic  to  gaol,  ib.  779. 
Every  attention,  considering  the  nature  of  gaols,  paid  to 
lunatics  confined  in  them,  ib.  765.  Medical  officers  of 
gaols  may  allow  lunatics  extra  diet,  ib.  771.  Mode  of 
removing  lunatics  from  gaols  to  district  asylums,  ib.  769. 
There  are  uo  special  arrangements  whatever  for  the  recep- 
tion of  lunatics  in  gaols.  Comiellan , 5029.  .Lunatics  in 
gaols  attended  by  prisoners,  ib.  5033.  Detention  of  luna- 
tics in  gaols  materially  retards  recovery,  M-Munn,  10647. 
Presence  of  lunatics  in  a gaol  materially  interferes  with 
its  discipline,  Hervey,  5179;  Cornelian,  5037.  Opinions 
that  gaols  are  unsuitable  places  of  detention  for  lunatics, 
Phelan , 3946-3953;  Cornelian,  5962;  Hervey,  5163; 
Connolly,  5793;  Shell,  6137;  Phipps , 6205;  Browne, 
6560;  Redmoml,  C597  ; Nrngle,  6608;  Newport,  5 712; 
Machesy,  5833;  Lord  Donougkmore,  6164;  Tidmarsh , 
6973  ; Jackson,  8213  ; Patou,  8464  ; Dobbin,  8486  ; G ab- 
bot t,  7741;  O'Brien,  8790;  West,  8909;  Ellis,  9232  ; 
Dillon,  10069;  Power,  10169. 

Gardeners — Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  duties  of  gar- 
deners in  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  530. 

Gatekeepers — Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  duties  of  gate- 
keepers in  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  030. 

General  Order  Book — One  of  tbc  books  required  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  each  district  lunatic 
asylum,  Doc.  p.  528. 

General  Registry  Bonk. — One  of  the  books  required  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  lie  kept  in  each  district  lunatic 
asylum,  Doc.  p.  528.  Contents  of  this  book,  ib. 

Giles,  Rev.  Walter,  Hear  of  Cahir,  a Governor  of  the 
Clonmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this  wit- 

ness, G224-6  >60. 

Government  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. — It  is  discretionary 
with  the  Governors  of  district  asylums  whether  they  will 
admit  patients  mr  not.  White,  24 2.  Opinion  that  the  con- 
trolling authority  over  district  asylums  should  be  exer- 
cised by  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  acting  under  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Radclijf,  106.  The  superior  officers  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Cruise,  193.  Copy  list  of  tho 
officers  of  district  asylums  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, Doc.  p.  532.  Servants  in  district  asylums  ap- 

Eointcd  by  the  Manager,  subject  to  the  appraval  of  tho 
oard  of  Governors,  Cruise,  192.  Power  of  Managers  to 
admit  urgent  cases  provisionally.  White,  241-260.  ° 

See  also  Gocernors  of  Distinct  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Governors  of  District  lunatic  Asylums Governorsof  district 

jisyluins  are  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council, 
Cruise,  163.  _ Not  limited  in  number,  ib.  166.  Meet  once 
a month.  White,  250.  Three  form  a quorum  at  the  monthly 
meetings,  ib.  235.  There  are  also  half-yearly  meetings  to 
prepare  accounts  for  the  respective  Grand  Juries,  ib.  253. 
Five  form  a quorum  at  the  half-yearly  meetings,  ib.  It 
often  occurs  that  the  monthly  meetings  do  not  take  place 
m consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  Governors  ib. 
255.  Great  delay  occasionally  in  the  admission  and  ’dis- 
charge of  patients  owing  to  the  non-attendance  of  Gover- 
nors,  ib.  255-2(30, 289.  The  evils  arising  from  non-attend- 
ance of  Governors  obviated  by  the  power  of  Managers  to 
admit  urgent  cases  provisionally,  ib.  241,  260.  In  some 
asylums  the  Boards  of  Governors  have  appointed  sub-com- 
mittees, ib.  273.  Beneficial  effects  of  this,  ib.  274. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  are  ex-officio  Governors 
of  every  district  lunatic  asylum,  Nugent,  548.  The 
Inspectors  attend  many  meetings  of  the  local  Boards,  and 
take  part  in  the  admission  of  patients,  White,  262,  263. 
Do  not  vote  on  fiscal  matters,  ib.  263;  Nugent  55l! 
Observations  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the 
Inspectors  being  Governors,  White,  277-280;  Nugent 
549-553.  Suggestion  that  the  powers  of  the  Inspectors! 
as  members  of  the  local  Boards,  should  be  increased,  ib. 


280.  Suggestion  of  changes  in  the  law  as  regards  the 
appointment  of  Governors,  Phelan,  3891-3893.  Opinion 
against  Inspectors  being  members  of  the  local  Boards  of 
Governor,  ib.  3894-3897.  The  different  Boards  of  Go- 
vernors should  have  a permanent  chairman,  Staunton 
5231.  Recommendation  that  non-attendance  for  a year 
should  disqualify  a Governor  from  holding  office  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  Lunigan,  7009.  Copy  Privy  Council  rules 
as  to  meetings  of  Governors,  Don.  p.  527. 

Governors  of  district  asylums  cannot  make  any  alter- 
ations or  additions  to  the  buildings  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  Radclijf,  97.  Opinion 
that  Governors  should  be  allowed  to  manage  the  funds  of 
the  respective  asylums  without  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  ib.  106.  It  is  discretionary  with  the 
Governors  of  the  different  asylums  whether  they  will 
admit  patients  or  not,  White,  242. 

See  also  Appointment  of  Governors.  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums. 

Grand  Juries. — Refusals  on  the  part  of  Grand  Juries  to 
present  the  sums  directed  to  be  levied  for  the  maintenance 
of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Cruise,  183-186.  Opinions 
that  the  different  Grand  Juries  should  have  the  power  of 
appointing  a certain  number  of  the  Governors  of  each 
district  asylum.  Bloke,  6629;  Browne,  0.530;  Duckett, 
6635.  Grand  Juries  feel  it  a grievance  that  they  have  no 
direct  power  of  interference  iu  regard  to  the  erection  of 
district  asylums,  Sir  George  Hudson,  5372. 

See  also  Appointment  of  Governors.  Erection  of  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylums. 

Grants — The  sums  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  district 
asylums  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  be 
repaid  by  the  counties  liable,  Lord  Donovghmorc,  6176. 
Any  sum  under  £ 1 0,000  may  be  granted,  in  any  one  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  for  each  asylum,  Cruise,  ] 82. 

Graves,  Rev.  James,  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Kilkenny 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7036- 
7049. 

Gregg,  John  T.,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
County  awl  City  of  Londonderry. — Copy  letter  from  Mr. 
Gregg  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  enclosing  a 
memorial  from  the  Grand  Jury  of  tho  County  and  City 
of  Londonderry  to  the  Commissioners,  Doc.  p.  553,  554. 

Gregory,  Richard,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Propiietor  of  the  Belle- 
view  Private  Asylum,  Dublin — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
3388-3621. 


H. 

Half-yearly  Meetings  of  Governors — Half-yearly  meetings 
of  the  Governors  of  each  district  asylum  to  prepare 
accounts  for  the  Grand  Juries,  White,  253.  Five  form  a 
quorum  at  the  half-yearly  meetings,  ib.  Privy  Council 
rules,  as  to  the  course  of  proceedings  at  the  half-yearly 
meetings,  Doc.  p.  527. 

Hall  Porter — -Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  duties  of  hall 
porters  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  530. 

Hampstead  Private  Asylum,  Dublin — For  information  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of 
Eustace,  3622-36G3. 

Hancock,  William  Ndlson,  Esq  .,  ix.d.,  Clerk  of  the  Custodies 
in  the  matter  of  Lunatics  and  Idiots  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, Ireland. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  1 1363-11409. 

Harwell.— -The  proportion  of  attendants  to  patients  in  this 
asylum  is  as  one  to  seventeen,  White,  333.  Large  number 
of  the  patients  in  this  asylum  who  attend  religious  worship, 
J P Cor  mac,  7906. 

Hardwicke  Cells,  Dublin. — A portion  of  the  House  of  Indus- 
try, Dublin,  White,  497-  Under  the  control  of  the  Poor 
Law  authorities,  ib.  498.  No  periodical  inspection  of  this 
institution  by  any  officer  under  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, Banks,  1022.  Opinion  that  the  lunatics  confined 
in  this  establishment  should  be  transferred  to  a more  suit- 
able place,  White,  507.  The  inmates  not  visited  by  the 
doctor  as  often  as  is  desirable,  ib.  510.  These  cells  not  a 
proper  place  for  the  confinement  of  lunatics,  Nugent,  854. 
All  the  cases  in  this  establishment  are  incurable,  ib.  850. 

The  patients  in  this  asylum  since  removed  to  the  Lucan 
Spa  Lunatic  Asylum,  Doc.p.  561. 

For  further  information  as  to  the  Hardwicke  Cells,  while 
an  institution  for  the  detention  of  lunatics,  see  the  evidence 
of  Stewart,  1059-1157;  M‘ Dowel,  1158-1212. 

See  also  Lucan  Spa  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Harmless  Lunatics. — Suggestion  for  the  removal  of  harm- 
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less  lunatics  from  the  district  asylums  to  additional  ‘build- 
ings contiguous  to  the  existing  asylums,  Nugent,  GS7-694. 
Harmless  lunatics  favoured  by  the  poorer  classes  andkept  at 
home,  White,  441.  Opinions  that  harmless  lunatics  might- 
he  kept  in  workhouses,  Lmcler,  1094a  ; Murphy,  1 1082. 

Harpur,  Rev.  Thomas,  Rector  of  Maryborough,  a.  Governor 
of  the  Maryborough  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  7331-0456. 

Harrison,  Robert  Esq.,  M.D.,  r.lt  c.s.T.,  Visiting  Physician  of 
the  Central  Criminal  Asylum,  Duiulrum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  2980-3038. 

Hartficld  Pnvate  Asylum,  Dmmcomlra. — For  information  as 
to  the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  Lynch, 
3664-3707. 

Houghton,  Samuel,  Esy.,  a Governor  of  the  Carlow  District 
Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6734-6730. 

Heating  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums For  information  as  to 

the  heating  of  district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

Hem,  Thomas  Rice,  Es;.,  Bairister-at-Laiv Evidence  of 

this  witness,  1 1 1 88-11 236. 

Hervey , Felton,  Frederick  William,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Tnspectcrs- 
General  of  Prisons  in  Ireland. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
5150-5202. 


Heuison,  James  Bland,  Esq.,  J.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Killurney 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  11151- 
11173. 

Hindis,  Rw.  Thomas,  m.a.,  a Governor  of  the  Belfast  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7982— 
8010. 

Hoare,  Very  Ren.  Edward  Newenhum,  Dean  of  Waterford, 
a Governor  of  the  Waterford  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — 
Evidence  of  this  witness,  5078-5700. 

Hobart,  Samuel,  Esq..  M.D.,  Visiting  Surgeon  of  the  Cork 

District  Lunatic  Asylum Evideuceof  this  witness,  1 0353- 

10397. 

Had'-on,  Sir  George  F.  I.,  Bart.,  J.r.,  D.I»,  a Governor  of 
the  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  5330-5387. 

Hursman,  Mr. — The  Lunatic  Asylums  Bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Horstnan  and  the  Attorney-general  for  Ireland,  referred 
to,  Montgomery,  8022. 

Hospitals.  See  Infirmaries. 

House  of  Lords The  erection  of  four  provincial  as3'lums  for 

tlio  reception  of  chronic  incurable  eases,  recommended  hy 
a Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1843,  White, 
434. 


House  of  Industry,  Dublin.  See  IJardwicke  Cells. 

Houston,  Richard  B.  B.,  Esq.,  J.r.,  D.I.,  a Governor  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  oi  this  wit- 
ness, 7922-7981. 

Hudson,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Matron  of  the  Omagh  District 
Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  9328-9354. 

Hughes,  John,  Esq.,  md.,  f.k.c.s.i.,  Surgeon  of  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  2(78, 
2S22. 

I. 

Idiots.— In  one  or  two  asylums  idiots  or  imbeciles  are  kept  dis- 
tinctly apart,  White,  408.  Most-  desirable  that  this  class 
of  lunatics  should  1 e kept  apart,  ib.  409.  Exception  is 
made  in  several  asylums  to  the  admission  of  idiots  and 
imbeciles,  Phelan , 3821.  Opinion  that  idiots  should  be 
provided  for  in  less  costly  institutions  than  the  district 
asylums,  Nugent,  673. 

See  also  Imbeciles.  Incurables. 

on  the  part  of  tie  Gojernor.  of 
some  asylums  to  admit  imbeciles,  Phelan , 382  J -3823. 
Privy  Council  rules  declare  that  imbeciles  shall  be  re- 
ceived into  district  lunatic  asylums,  Wfute,  6341. 
Opinions  that  many  chronic  imbecile  cases  might  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  workhouses,  Phelan,  39oS;  Craw- 
ford, 4019. 

See  also  Idiots.  Incurables. 

Imperative  Presentment. -The  sums  ncccssaryforthemam- 
tenance  of  district  asylums  advanced  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  and  repaid  by  imperative  presentments,  Lari 
of  Donoughmore,  6176. 

Increase  of  Insanity— Insanity  is  on  the  increase  m Ireland 
White  418:  An,  10065.  The  more  care  is  taken  of 
lunatics,  the  more  is  the  propagation  of  insanity  checked, 
Nugent,  660.  Necessity  of  state  interference  to  prevent  the 


extension  of  insanity,  Ferguson , 7519.  Vast  increase  of 
insanity,  in  consequence  of  intermarriages  among  relatives, 

Incurables Two-thirds  of  the  cases  in  the  district,  asylums 

may  be  put  down  as  incurable,  White,  413.  The  number 
of  incurables  in  tbe  district  asylums  gradually  augment- 
ing, ib.  414.  The  presence  of  a large  number  of  incurables 
has  a most  injurious  effect  upon  the  curable  cases.  Fitz- 
gerald, 8526.  Endeavours  made  by  tbe  different  Boards 
of  Governors  to  get  rid  of  incurable  cases,  White,  416. 
Several  of  what  are  called  incurable  cases  most  profitably 
eaiployed  in  the  district  asylums,  il>.  Incurable  dan- 
gerous lunatics  not  discharged  from  the  district  asylums, 
ib.  4 1 7.  Opinion  that  curable  cases  only  should  he  ad- 
mitted into  the  district  asylums,  Phelan,  3822.  Opinions 
in  favour  of  the  erection  of  separate  asylums  for  incurable 
eases,  ib.  3823-3828;  SirR.  Ferguson,  5462;  Flynn,  6065; 
Shcil,  6114;  Phipps,  6192;  Macron/;  8082;  Fitsgerald, 
8523;  Ties/, 9090;  Ragan,  9412;  Dillon,  10047;  Stewart, 
7766;  Houston,  7945.  The  establishment  of  a.  central 
asylum  for  incurables  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
recommended,  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  6154-6156.  Opi- 
nions in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  provincial  asylums 
for  incurables,  Riall,  6285 ; Montgomery,  8026.  The 
erection  of  four  provincial  asylums  for  the  reception  of 
incurables  recommended  by  a Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  White,  434.  Power  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant to  erect  provincial  asylums  for  the  exclusive  reception 
of  partieuar  classes  of  lunatics  has  never  been  exorcised, 
Nugent,  691.  The  removal  of  incurables  to  workhouses, 
set  apart  for  that  purpose,  recommended,  Hindis,  8003. 
In  some  asylums  incurables  unwillingly  admitted,  Sir  R. 
Ferguson,  5154;  White,  6339;  Lalor,  6909;  Kelly,  0 776. 
The  Act  of  Parliament  establishing  lunatic  asylums  in 
Ireland  does  uot  relate  to  curable  eases  only,  Phelan. 
3820.  For  the  proportion  of  incurables  to  curnblcs  in  the 
district,  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 

India Resolution  of  the  Governors  of  the  Belfast  District 

Lunatic  Asylum,  authorizing  senior  medical  students,  re- 
quired for  the  East  India  Service,  to  obtain  clinical  instruc- 
tion in  the  asylum,  referred  to,  Stewart,  7758. 

Industrious  Poor.  See  Middle  Classes.  Paying  Patients. 

Infirmaries There  is  not,  in  general,  an  infirmary  or  hos- 

pital attached  to  eaeh  district  asylum,  White , 311.  In 
the  new  asylums,  except  in  Mullingar  Asylum,  there  are 
detached  infirmaries,  ib.  In  every  asylum  there  are  sick 
wards  appropriated  to  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  ib.  314. 
Desirable  that  infirmaries  should  be  attached  to  every 
lunatic  asvlnm  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  lire-places  in 
the  cells,  Phelan,  3860-3804. 

Inquisition  of  Lunacy.  See  Commissions  of  Lunacy. 

Insanity,  Increase  of.  See  Increase  of  Insanity. 

Inspection  of  Lunatics. — Provisions  of  the  7 Geo.  I\r.;  c.  74, 
as  to  the  inspection  of  places  where  lunatics  are  confined. 
White,  207.  Reports  of  these  inspections,  ib.  208-216. 
Private  asylums  visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  twice 
aud  oftener  in  each  year,  ib.  514.  Arrangements  made  by 
the  Inspectors  for  the  visitation  of  workhouses,  Ntigeni, 
753-756.  Gaols  not  visited  annually  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  ib.  764;  Gaols  containing  lunatics 
uniformly  inspected  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 
White,  2 17.  Suggestion  that  there  should  be  a Local 
Inspector  for  each  district  asylum,  Blahe,  5738. 

There  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  Chancery  lunatics; 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  may  ho  charged  with  this 
duty  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  under  particular  circum- 
stances, Brady,  11342.  Opinions  that  there  should  be  a 
regular  inspection  of  Chancery  lunatics  by  officers  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  Henn,  11236;  Brady,  11328; 
Hancock,  1 1379.  Observations  as  to  the  general  inspec- 
tion of  lunatic  asylums,  Phelan,  3910-3916. 

See  also  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — Duties  of  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums,  White,  207-217.  Reports  required  of 
Inspectors,  ib.  Duties  of  Inspectors  limited  to  inspecting, 
suggesting,  aud  reporting,  Nugent,  545.  Inspectors  uot 
required  by  law  to  be  medieal  men,  Phelan,  3917.  Opi- 
nions that  "they  should  be  medical  men,  ib.  3963 ; Sir  R. 
Ferguson,  5548.  When  the  Inspectors  visit  district 
asylums  no  intimation  is,  generally,  given  of  their  inten- 
tion to  do  so,  White,  264.  _ Copy  statement  of  the  duties 
of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  and  of  their  office,  Doc.  p. 
534-541.  Copy  statement  of  the  number  of  institutions 
visited  by  the  Inspectors,  and  of  the  number  of  visits  paid 
to  each  institution  by  each  Inspector,  ib.  540. 
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The  Inspectors  have  no  power  in  reference  to  the  forma- 
tion of  districts;  the  Government  has,  however,  invariably 
acted  on  their  suggestion,  Nugent,  540.  Have  no  power 
previous  to  the  asylums  being  occupied.  ib.  543.  Am 
always  consulted  as  to  the  plans  and  arrangements  of  the 
asylums  about  to  be  erected,  Radeliff,  43.  Have  no  power 
in  controlling  the  dietaries  in  the  district  asylums,  White, 
485.  Have  the  sole  control  and  management  of  the  Central 
Criminal  Asylum,  Nugent , 794. 

The  Inspectors  arc  ex-officio  Governors  of  every  district 
asylum  in  Ireland,  Cruise,  109.  Attend  many  meetings 
of  the  local  Boards  of  Governors,  White,  26-2.  Take  part 
in  the  general  proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  but 
do  not  vote  on  fiscal  matters,  ib.  263.  Suggestion  that  the 
powers  of  the  Inspectors,  as  members  of  the  local  Boards 
of  Governors,  should  be  increased,  ib.  280.  Observations 
on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  Inspectors 
being  members  of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  ib.  277-280; 
Nugent,  549-573.  Opinions  against  the  Inspectors  being 
members  of  the  Boards'  of  Governors,  Phelan,  3894 ; 
Bla.be,  5737;  Reynolds,  5408;  Moure , 5912;  Meu.ro  ry, 
8098.  Opiuions  in  favour  of  their  being  members  of  (he 
Boards  of  Governors,  Stour,! mi.  5276;  Newport,  5703; 
Harpur,  7341;  Put  mi,  8441 ; Gubhett,  8758;  Porter,  9194; 
Sir  ]i.  Bateson,  9040;  Babington,  9715;  Kelly,  9753; 
Kyle.  10405;  Leahy,  11132.  Opinions  that  the  position 
of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  should  be  assimilated 
to  that  of  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors,  Earl  of  Dowmgh  more, 
6171;  Phipps,  0204;  Gyles,  0243:  Mali,  029S;  Nangle, 

' 6020;  Duckett,  6646;  Cassidy,  0081;  Thompson,  7362; 
O' Flaherty,  9S10;  C’ogan,  10890;  M'Gillkiuldy,  11116; 
Hcwson,  11102. 

Suggestions  as  to  reports  of  Inspectors,  Phelan , 3911, 
39 1 2.  Opinion  that  each  Inspector  should  always  keep  to 
his  own  district,  ib.  3913.  Suggestion  for  the  amalgamat- 
ing the  Lunatic  Inspectors  and  the  Medical  Charities  In- 
spectors, and  giving  them  all  the  same  functions,  ib.  3915. 
The  appointment  of  a local  Inspector  lbv  each  district 
asylum  recommended,  Blube,  5738. 

Inspectors- General  of  Prisons — Formerly  required  by  the 

7 Geo.  IV.,  c.  74,  to  inspect,  every  place  where  lunatics 
were  confined,  White,  207.  The  duty  of  inspecting  asylums 
transferred  to  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  by  the 

8 & 9 Vic.,  c.  1 07,  Gmne/lan,  50 1 9.  Inspectors- General 
of  Prisons  visit  every  gaol  at  least  once  in  each  year,  and 
oftener  if  necessary,  ib.  5020. 

Instruction. — Great  importance  of  instruction  as  a curative 
means.  M'Cormac,  7891.  Opinion  that  every  asylum 
should  have  a school  attached  to  it,  Bishop  of  Down  aurl 
Connor,  792 1 . Advantages  of  instruction  as  a means  of 
cure  and  as  an  occupation,  Cuming,  8416;  Fitzgerald, 
8618;  Thompson,  9106;  M'Munn,  10737.  Objection 
made  to  school  instruction,  Montgomery , 8031. 

See  also  Schools. 

Instruction,  Clinical.  See  Clinical  Instruction. 

Instructions — -Copy  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  archi- 
tects when  furnishing  designs  for  district  luuatic  asylums, 
Doc.  p.  533. 

Instruments  of  Restraint — The  Privy  Council  rules  require 
that  the  instruments  of  restraint,  in  district  asylums, 
should  be  in  the  custody  of  the  manager,  Jackson,  8281. 
Copy  Privy  Council  rule  on  this  subject,  Doc.  p.  528. 

For  information  as  to  the  use  of  instruments  of  restraint 
in  the  district  asylums,  see  the  dillerent  asylums  under 
then-  respective  titles. 

Intemperance — Opinion  that  there  should  he  a power  of 
putting  persons  of  intemperate  habits  under  temporary 
restraint  during  fits  of  violence,  White,  9593. 

Intermarriages — Vast  increase  of  insanity  caused  by  inter- 
marriages among  relatives,  Ferguson,  7520.  The  system, 
of  intermarriage  with  relatives  is  more  frequent  than  it 
was  formerly,  ib.  7521.  The  intermarriages  of  near  rela- 
tives one  of  the  causes  of  the  prevalence  of  lunacy  in  the 
county  Donegal,  Rogan,  9370 ; White,  9584. 

Investigation — Details  as  to  an  investigation  ordered  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  held,  respecting  a charge  made  by 
the  Matron  of  the  Maryborough  District  Asylum  against 
the  Manager,  Cassidy,  7426-7437. 

Ireland. — Ireland  singularly  deficient  in  private  charitable 
institutions  for  the  insane,  Phelan,  3890.  But  two  of  the 
kind.  Swift’s  Hospital  and  the  Bloomfield  Retreat,  in  the 
country’,  ib.  3888.  Only  one  private  asylum  throughout 
the  north  of  Irelaud,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5481. 

Ireland,  Richard  Stanley,  Esq.,  F.n.c.s.r.,  Medical  At- 
tendant to  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police. — Evidence  of 
this  witness,  3746-3784. 


Island  Bridge — The  establishment' that  existed  at  Island 
Bridge  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  recently  dosed,  White 
511.  Some  of  the  patients  sent  to  the  Richmond  District 
Lunatic  Asylum  and  some  to  the  Hardwicko  Cells,  ib.  512. 

Sec  also  Mardu  iche  Calls. 

Issues  of  Money — Manner  in  which  money  is  issued  for  the 
erection  of  district  lunatic  asylums,  ltadclff  71-86. 
Issues  for  enlargements  or  additions  to  district  asylums, 
ib.  87 : Cruise,  147.  Manner  in  which  money  is  issued  for 
the  maintenance  of  district  asylums,  ib.  173-180.  Any 
sum  under  £10,001),  in  any  one*  quarter  of  a year,  may  he 
issued  for  the  maintenance  of  each  district  asylum,  ib. 
1 82.  Applications  for  the  issue  of  maintenance  money  bv 
the  Boards  of  Governors  examined  and  corrected  l>y  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  ib.  175.  Irregularity ’com- 
mitted for  some  time  in  the  application  for  the  issue  of 
money,  Raddiff,  79. 

J. 

Jacob,  John,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the  Mary- 
borough District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  tliis  wit- 
ness, 7220-733H. 

Jacob,  Ren.  Benjamin,  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Limerick 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  8S69- 
8876. 

Jackson,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Armagh  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  81is8-B384. 

Journals,  Medical. — The  Private  Asylums  Act  requires  a 
medical  journal  to  be  kept  in  every  private  asylum,  Nugent, 
963.  This  provision  generally  adhered  to,  ib.  962. 

Judgment — Copy  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench, 
in  the.  case  of  the  Queen  at  the  prosecution  ot  the  Rev. 
John  Carroll  v.  (he  Governors  of  the  Belfast  District 
Luuatic  Asylum,  Doc.  p.  554-556. 

Juries — Amount  of  purchase  money  for  the  site,  of  district 
asylums  settled  by  the  inquisition  of  a jury,  Rndcliff,  32. 
Suggestion  that  the  practice  in  Ireland  should  be  assimi- 
lated to  that  in  England,  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
jurors  on  inquisitions  of  lunacy,  limn,  11222.  Opinion 
that  a verdict  should  not  be  taken  from  less  than  twelve 
on  an  inquisition  of  lunacy,  Brady,  11222;  Heim,  11336. 
Objections  to  the  use  of  a jury  on  Commissions  of  Lunacy, 
Brady , 11336.  Observations  on  the  advantages  of  tlie 
employment  of  juries  on  Commissions  of  Lunacy,  Hancock, 
11388-11394. 

Junes,  Grand.  See  Grand  Juries. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.  See  Magistrates. 

K. 

Kane,  Thomas,  Esq.,  m.ik,  j.i*.,  Mayor  of  Limerick Evi- 

dence of  this  witness,  8772-8786. 

Keary,  Mr.  Thomas,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper  of  the  Waterford 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence,  of  this  witness,  584 G- 
5885. 

Keepers. — Objection  made  to  the  use  of  the  word  keepers  as 
applied  to  servants  in  lunatic  asylums.  Moss,  3745.  Copy 
Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  keepers  in  distinct 
lunatic  asylums.  Doc.  p.  530. 

See  also  Attendants. 

Kennedy,  Mr.  Samuel,  Clerk  of  the  Poor  Law  [Mon  of 
Londonderry — Evidence  of  this  witness,  9"26-9744. 

Kennedy , Mr.  J.,  Clerk  of  the  Poor  Law  Union  of  Ennis- 
ccrrthy. — Copy  Letter  from  Mr.  Kennedy  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commission,  Doc.  p.  560. 

Kerry  County. — Number  of  lunatics  at  large  in  this  county, 
Nugent , 672.  This  county  formerly  included  within  the 
Limerick  District,  Fitzgerald,  8509.  Now  comprised 
within  the  Ivillamey  District,  Lawler,  10935. 

Kildare  County — This  county  included  within  the  Carlow 
District,  White,  6312. 

Kilkenny  County. — Lunacy  more  prevalent  in  this  county 
than  in  any  other,  Nugent,  632.  Formerly  included 
within  the  Carlow  District,  White,  6314. 

Kilkenny  District This  district  comprises  the  county,  and 

tlie  county  of  the  city,  of  Kilkenny,  Labor,  6777- 

Kilkenny  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Erected  by  the  present 
Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  Radcliff,  16.  For  further  information  respecting 
the  condition  of  tin’s  asylum,  seethe  evidenceof  thefollowing 
witnesses — Wandcsforde,  6737-6742;  Lalor , 6743-6920; 
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Kinshella,  G921-6942 : Tidmarrii,  6943-6973 ; Cans,  6974- 
7004;  Lunigtm,  7005-70 JO;  Sir  J.  Bl linden.  7021-7029; 
-060,S  7030-7035 ’ Gr  :ws'  <"036-7040 ; Larkin,  7050- 

Killamey  District.— This  district  comprises  the  county  of 
kerry  only,  Lawler,  10935. 

Killnmey  District  Lunatic  Asylum — For  information  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  this  asylum,  seethe  evidence  of  the 
following  witnesses— Lawler,  10032-11056;  Mundni. 
1 1 057-1  1 099;  M'  Gillmuldy,  1 1 1 00- 1 1 1 28 ; Leaky,  1 1 129- 
J 1 150 ; Ilenson , 11151-11 173;  Le  Smite,  1 1 1 74-1 1 1 87. 

ICilmainhiim  Gttol — Particulars  as  to  the  arrangements  for 
lunatics  confined  in  Kihnainliam  Gaol,  Serve//,  5153- 
5 100.  Correspondence  relative  to  the  lunatics  confined  in 
this  gaol,  Due.  p.  505. 

King's  County. — This  county  comprised  within  the  Mary- 
borough District,  Burton,  7074. 

Kinshella,  Lands  Chnpelier,  Esq.,  mu.,  Visiting  Physician  of 
the  Kilkenny  District  Lmialic  Asylum  — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  692 1 -0942 . 

Kyle , Van.  S-nmiel  Moore,  Archdeacon  of  Cork,  a Governor 
of  the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  10402-10422. 


Lalor,  Joseph,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Manager  ami  Resident  Physician 

of  the  Kilkenny  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  . 

this  witness,  0743-6920. 

Lancaster — Quiet  demeanour  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  at 
Lancaster  during  Divine  Service,  Bishop  of  Derry,  9600. 

Land  attacked  to  District  Lunatic  Asylums The  quantity  of 

land  to  be  attached  to  a district  lunatic  asylum,  settled  on 
the  principle  of  allowing  tui  acres  for  every  one  hundred 
patients,  Had  cliff,  24.  Quantity  of  land  attached  to  the 
Waterford  District  Asylum,  Dobbs,  5587.  To  the  Carlow 
District  Asylum,  1 Vhile,  632 5.  To  the  Maryborough 
District  Asylum,  Burton,  7095.  To  the  Belfast  District 
Asylum,  Stewart,  7711.  To  the  Armagh  District  Asylum, 
Jackson,  8237.  To  the  Omagh  District  Asylum,  lies/, 
8953.  To  the  Kallinaslou  District  Asylum,  MKienian, 
9919.  To  the  Cork  District  Asylum,  Power,  10401.  To 
the  Ivillarncy  District  Asylum.  Lawler,  10963, 10964. 

For  details  as  to  the  cultivation  and  produce  of  the  laud 
attached  to  the  district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

Langrishc,  H.  S.,  Esq  — Letter  from  Mr.  Langrishc  to  the 
Commissioners,  enclosing  a statement  referring  to  Kil- 
inainham  Gaol,  Doc.  p.  5(35. 

Lamgan.  William,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Kilkenny. — Evidence  of 
this  wituess,  7005-7020. 

Larcom,  Colonel. — Copy  letter  from  Colonel  Lareom  to  the 
Manager  of  the  Maryborough  District  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Cassidy,  7432.  Letter  from  Colonel  Larcom  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Wexford  Grand  Jury,  Doc.  p 544. 
Letter  from  Colonel  Larcom  to  Sir  E.  Hayes,  ib.  550. 
Letter  to  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  ib.  To  Chair- 
man of  tho  Commission,  ib.  538. 

Larkin,  Rev.  Edward,  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the  Kil- 
kenny District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
7050-7060. 

Laundress — Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  the 
laundress  in  each  district  lunatic  asylum,  Doc.  p.  531. 

Lavatories. — For  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  lava- 
tories in  the  district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

Lay  Managers. — Opinion,  that  beside  the  resident  physician 
there  should  be  a general  superintendent,  or  lay  manager 
in  the  district  asylums,  to  take  charge  of  the  fiscal  busi- 
ness, White,  326. 

Lav; — Suggestion  that  the  law  in  connexion  with  lunatic 
asylums  should  be  assimilated  to  that  of  England,  Rad- 
cliff,  106.  Law  defective  in  reference  to  the  mode  in  which 
private  asylums  are  licensed,  White,  528;  Nugent,  907- 
Suggestion  of  changes  in  the  law  respecting  private  asy- 
lums, Nugent,  987.  Frequent  attempts  made  to  abuse  the 
law  as  to  the  committal  of  dangerous  lunatics,  Ireland , 
3707.  Opinions  that  the  law  should  enable  magistrates 
to  commit  dangerous  lunatics  direct  to  an  asylum  instead 
of  to  prison,  ib.  3768 ; Sir  G.  Hudson , 5353 ; Sir  R.  Fer- 
guson, 5447.  Recommendation  that  the  signature  of  one 
magistrate  should  be  sufficient  to  the  committal  of  a dan- 
gerous lunatic,  Hervey,  5782.  Opinions  that  the  law 
should  enable  magistrates  to  commit  to  safe  custody  poor 
lunatics  who  are  not  dangerous,  Porta •,  3792 ; Sir  R.  Fer- 


guson, 5449.  Changes  in  the  law  relative  to  the  appoint- 
inent  of  Governors  of  district  asylums  recommended, 
Phelan,  3892.  Alterations  in  the  law  proposed  so  as  to 
give  tacilities  for  transferring  lunatics  from  workhouses  to 
asylums,  ib.  3954-3956.  A law  of  settlement  in  regard  to 
lunatics  proposed.  Sir  G.  Hudson,  5358 ; Reynolds.  5398- 
5415 ; Earl  of  Dontwgkmore,  6149.  Opinion  that  the  law 
in  Ireland  should  be  assimilated  to  that  in  England  with 
respect  to  the  number  of  jurors  on  inquisitions  of  lunacy, 
Hem,  1 1222.  Suggestion  of  giving  assistant-barristers  a 
jurisdiction  in  cases  of  lunatics  having  small  properties 
with  respect  to  whom  Commissions  of  lunacy  are  not. 
usually  issued,  Henn,  11229:  Hancock,  11384-11386. 
Opinion  that  a Central  Board  of  Lunacv  and  Medical 
Chanties  should  be  established,  Phelan,  3969.  Alterations 
in  the  law  relative  to  the  management  of  Chaneerv  luna- 
ties  proposed,  limn,  11236;  Brady,  11355-11356";  Han- 
cock, 11 402.  Summary  of  the  Acts  relating  to  district 
lunatic  asylums,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5439-5448.  Letter 
from  Mr.  Nugent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  in 
relerencc  to  the  existiug  state  of  the  law,  and  proposed 
alterations,  Doc.  p.  541.  State  of  the  law  as  regards  leases 
of  lunatics’  real  property,  Brady.  1 1 350-1 1 35  i . Various 
changes,  in  the  law  relating  to  district  asylums  proposed, 
Radchif,  1 06.  Remarks  on  the  law  relating  to  the  licensing 
of  private  asylums,  Jacob,  7300-7330. 

Law  Officers  of  the  Crown — Opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  that  paying  patients  cannot  be.  admitted  into 
district  lunatic  asylums,  referred  to,  White,  227. 

Lander,  Martin  Shine,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Resident  Physician  and 

Governor  of  the  Killurney  District  Lunatic  Asylum 

Evidence  of  this  witness,  10932-11056. 

Leahy,  John,  Esq.,  J.i*..  A Governor  of  the  Killurney  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  1 1 129-1 1150. 

Leases — While  the  estate  of  a lunatic  is  in  Chancery  the 
power  of  leasing,  except  in  certain  cases  reserved  bv 
speeial  statutes,  is  in  abeyance,  Hrurly,  1 1349.  In  what 
cases  the  Chancellor  has  the  power  of  granting  lenses  of 
the property  of  lunatics  under  the  Court,  ib.  1 1350, 11351. 
Opinion  that  the  leasing  power  accessary  for  the  good 
management  of  the  property  should  not  "be  in  abevance, 
Hancock,  11409. 

Lectures.  —Rules  made  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  for 
the  delivery  of  clinical  lectures  in  district  lunatic  asylums, 
Cruise,  200.  Opinions  that  clinical  lectures  might  be  given 
in  the  district  asylums,  Macrory,  8100;  Power,  10279. 

See  also  Clinical  Instruction. 

Leeper,  Rev.  Alexander,  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  3103- 
3147. 

Legal  proceedings — Details  as  to  the  legal  proceedings  which 
took  place  on  the  appointment  of  Chaplains  to  the  Belfast 
District  Lunatic  Asylum,  White.  378.  Copy  judgment  of 
tlic  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  in  this  case,  Due.  p.  554. 

Legal  Profession — One  half  of  the  paid  Commissioners  of 
Lunacy  in  England  are  members  of  the  legal  profession. 
Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5549. 

Legislation — Details  as  to  the  course  of  legislation  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  district  lunatic  asylums  in 
Ireland,  Sir  JR.  Ferguson,  5439,  5440.  Desirable  that 
these  enactments  should  be  consolidated,  ib.  5439. 

Le  Hunte,  Rev.  Francis,  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Killarney 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  111  74— 
11187. 

Leitrim  County — This  county  comprised  within  the  Sligo 
District,  M'Munn,  10017. 

Letter-book. — One  of  the  books  required  by  the  Privy 
Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  each  district  lunatic  asylum, 
Doc.  p.  528. 

Letterkamy — Proposal  for  converting  Lotterkenny  Poor- 
house  into  an  asylum  for  the  reception  of  chronic  cases, 
referred  to,  Nugent,  704. 

ltLettsomian  Lectures  J' — Extract  from  the  Lettsomian  lec- 
tures delivered  by  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  Montgomery,  8036. 

Libraries — For  information  as  to  the  supply  of  books,  &c., 
in  the  district  asylums,  see  the  difierent  asylums  under 
their  respective  titles. 

Licensed  Houses — Fourteen  licensed  lunatic  asylums  in  Ire- 
land, Doc.  p.  539.  Of  these,  the  Bloomfield  Retreat  and 
Swift’s  Hospital,  being  charitable  institutions,  axe  exempt 
from  license  fees,  ib. 

Licences  of  Private  Asylums — At  present  .the  law  requires  a 
licence  to  be  taken  out  whenever  two  lunatic  patients  are 
aeiained  in  a house,  Cusack,  3459.  The  law  as  to  liceus- 
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iiig  of  private  asylums  defective,  White , 5-28.  The  power 
of  granting  the  original  licences  should  not  be.  left  to  ma- 
gistrates, ib.  529.  Manner  in  which  the  original  licences  arc 
obtained,  ib.  532-534;  Nugent,  908-930.  No  inquiry  is 
made  by  the  magistrates  as  to  the  pecuniary  means  of  the 
person  applying  for  the  licence,  ib.  534.  Opinion  that  per- 
sons applying  for  licences  should  be  required  to  satisfy  the 
authorities  as  to  their  qualifications  in  respect  of  pecuniary 
means,  Moss,  3745.  On  application  for  the  renewal  of  the 
original  licence,  the  law  requires  a report  from  the  In- 
spectors of  Lunatic  Asylums  to  be  submitted  to  the  ma- 
gistrates, Nugent,  914-942.  Observations  on  the  Private 
Asylums  Act,  Jacob , 7300.  Fees  payable  on  taking  out  a 
licence,  ib.  7319. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  empowered  to  withdraw  licences  at 
any  time,  ib.  7312.  The  Bloomfield  Itetrcat  and  Swift’s 
Hospital,  being  charitable  institutions,  arc  exempt  from 
the  payment  oflieeuee  fees,  Doc.  />■  539. 

Lifford  Gaol. — Correspondence  in  reference  to  the  idiot  cells 
in  Lifford  Gaol,  Doc.  p.  559. 

Lighting  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums For  details  as  to 

the  lighting  of  the  district  asylums,  see  the  difierent. 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Limerick  City Resolution  of  the  Town  Council  of  Limerick 

as  to  a change  in  the  law  regarding  the  cliargeability  of 
lunatics,  Kune,  8773.  Number  of  lunatics  in  Limerick 
Poorhouse,  ib.  8783. 

Limerick  District. — This  district  includes  the.  county  and  city 
of  Limerick  and  the  county  of  Clare,  Fitzgerald,  8509. 
It  formerly  comprised  the  county  of  Kerry  also,  ib. 
Limerick  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — For  information  relative 
to  the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the 
following  witnesses,  Fitzgerald , 8487-8691 ; O'  Callaghan, 
8692-8733;  Galbett,  8734-8771;  Kane,  8772-8786; 
O'Brien.  8787-8836;  Cullinan,  8837-8868;  Jacob,  8869- 
8876;  Malone,  8877-8888. 

Lists. — List  of  the  officers  in  district  lunatic  asylums  ap- 
pointed by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Doc.  p.  532.  last  of  the 
district  asylums  under  the  management  of  non-profes- 
sional men,  White,  295. 

Little,  William, Esq..M.v.,  Vi.dliii"Phy.:iritmof  the  SligoDistrirt 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  10855-10881. 
Liveries.-—  Objection  made  to  the  wearing  of  liveries  by  ser- 
vants in  lunatic  asylums,  Moss,  3745. 

Loans — Opinion  that  where  loans  are  required  free  of  in- 
terest, tin:  Lord  Lieutenant  should  be  able  to  exercise  the 
same  power  with  respect  to  district  lunatic  asylums  as 
in  cases  of  loans  for  new  gaols,  lladclif,  1 06. 

Local  Inspectors. — Opinion  that  there,  should  be,  in  addition 
to  the  Inspect-ors-General  of  Lunatic  Asvlums,  a Local 
Inspector  of  each  District  Asylum,  Blake,  5738.  Advan- 
tages that  would  result  from  the  appointment  of  this 
officer,  ib. 

Londonderry  City.  See  Londonderry  County. 

Londonderry  County — Memorial  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Londonderry  to  the  Commissioners, 
Doc.  p.  553,  554. 

Londonderry  District. — This  district  comprises  the  counties 
of  Derry  and  Donegal,  Kogan,  9307.  Additional  lunatic 
accommodation  is  required  in  this  district,  White,  467; 
Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5491.  Suggestion  for  detaching  tlic 
county  Donegal  from  this  district,  and  erecting  a separate, 
asylum  in  Donegal,  White,  470;  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5487- 
5489.  Copy  resolution  of  the  magistrates  and  landed 
proprietors  of  the  county  Donegal,  approving  of  the  sepa- 
ration of  that  county  from  the  Londonderry  District,  Doc. 
p.  550.  Copy  memorial  of  the  Donegal  Grand  Jury  to 
the  same  effect,  ib.  547. 

Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum — For  information  ns  to 
the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  follow- 
ing witnesses,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5436-5553;  Rogan,  9355- 
9552;  White,  9553-9599;  Bishop  of  Demi,  9600-9604; 
Doherty,  9605-9615;  Denham,  961 6-9641 ; Sir  R.  Bateson, 
9642-9705;  Babiugton,  9706-9725 ; Kennedy,  9726-9744. 

LondoTiderry  Workhouse — Number  of  lunatics  in  this  work- 
house,  Rogan , 9377. 

Longford  County. — This  county  formerly  comprised  within 
the  Maryborough  District,  Burton,  7075.  Is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Mullingar  District,  ib.  7076. 

Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council. — Suggestion  that  the  sanction  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  to  the  estimated  expendi- 
ture of  each  district  asylum  should  be  dispensed  with, 
Radcliff,  1QG.  Steps  taken  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Council  in  the  formation  of  a new  district,  and  the  erection 
of  a new  district  asylum,  Cruise , 108-1 12. 


Lords , House  of.  See  House  of  Lords. 

Louth  Comity — This  county  is  comprised  within  the  Dublin 
or  Richmond  District,  Staunton,  5165. 

Incan  Spa  Lunatic  Asylum — The  patients  confiued  to  the 
Ilardwicke  cells  removed  to  this  asylum,  Doc.  p.  501. 
Number  of  patients  so  removed,  ib.  "Beneficial  effects  of 
the  removal  on  the  patients,  ib.  562.  This  asylum  open  at 
all  times  to  the  visits  of  Protestant  and  Homan  Catholic 
clergymen,  ib. 

Lunacy,  Boards  of.  See  Boards  of  Lunacy. 

Lunacy,  Board  of  England  —Consists,  onc-ludf  of  barristers, 
and  one-half  of  medical  men,  Phelan,  3964. 

Lunacy.  Commissioners  of.  See  Board  of  Gernrul  Control 
and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Lunacy,  Tribunal  of— Suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  tribunal  for  the  management  of  Chancery  Luuaties, 
Brady,  1 1 336. 

See  also  Boards  of  Lunacy. 

Lynch,  William,  Esq.,  m.d.,  p.n.e.s.1.,  Proprietor  of  the  Hart- 
field  Private  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  3G64- 


M Connell,  Robert,  Esq.,  Presiding  Chairman  of  the  Guardians 
of  the  Belfast  Poor  Law  Union — Copy  letter  of  Mr. 
31‘Connoll  to  the  Commissioners  respecting  the  detention 
of  lunatics  in  workhouses,  Doc.  p.  559. 

M'Curmac,  Heiuy,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the  Belfast 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7854- 
7918. 

M'Ctdlugh,  Rev.  Willium  Presbyterian  Chaplain  of  the 
Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 8123-8144. 

M1- Donnell,  Sarah  Mary,  Matron  of  the  Central  Criminal 
Asylum,  Dundrum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  3191-3212. 

M Dowel,  Benjamin  George,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.u.c.s.i.,  one  of  the 
Physicians  to  the  House  of  Industry,  Dublin. — Evidence  of 
this  witness,  1 1 58-1 212. 

M'GjlUeuddij,  Richard,  Esq.,  j.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Killamey 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  1 1 1 00- 
11123. 

M'llwaine,  Rev.  William,  it. a.,  Incumbent  of  St.  George's, 
Belfast — Copy  opinion  of  Mr.  M'llwaine  against  the  ap- 
pointment of  Chaplains  to  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Montgomery,  8036. 

Machesy,  Thomas  L.,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i Evidence  of  this 

witness,  5829-58-15. 

M^Kiern'in,  John  B.,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Balliwisloe  Dis- 
trict I.mudic  Asylum, — Evidence  of  this  witness,  9820- 
10026. 

M'Mnnn,  John,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Resident  Physician  and  Superin- 

tciulent  of  the  Sligo  District  Lmuitic  Asylum Evidence 

of  tills  witness,  10615-10854. 

M'Neil,  Sir  John,  Chairman  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  Scotland. 
— Visits  the  institutions  Himself,  and  makes  reports  and 
suggestions,  Phelan , 3975. 

Macrory,  Adam  John,  Esq.,  a Governor  of  the  Belfast  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  8074- 
8107- 

Magee , Rev.  Patrick , Acting  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the 
Omagh.  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this  wit- 

ness, 9314-9327. 

Magistrates. — Great  laxity  on  the  part  of  magistrates  in 
committing  dangerous  lunatics  to  gaol,  Nugent,  778. 
Committing  magistrates  may  discharge  a dangerous  lunatic 
on  becoming  sane,  or  ceasing  to  be  dangerous  in  prison, 
ib.,  785.  Unwillingness  of  magistrates  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  discharging  dangerous  lunatics,  ib.,  787. 
Magistrates  have  no  power  to  commit  wandering  lunatics 
to  an  asylum,  White,  453.  No  power  in  magistrates  to 
commit  to  safe  custody  poor  lunatics  who 'are  not  dan- 
gerous, Porter,  3790.  Opinion  that  magistrates  should 
have  such  a power,  ib.  Magistrates  in  England  have 
power  to  commit  a wandering  lunatic  direct  to  an  asylum, 
Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5447.  Opinion  that  this  power  should  bo 
extended  to  magistrates  in  Deland,  ib.  Suggestion  that 
the  signature  of  one  magistrate  should  be  sufficient  to  a 
committal  under  tbe  Dangerous  Lunatics  Act,  Hervey, 
5182.  • Objection  made  to  the  power  now  possessed  by 
magistrates  of  granting  licences  to  private  lunatic  asy- 
lums, White,  529. 

Maintenance  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums — The  sums  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  district  lunatic  asylums  are 
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advanced  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  repaid  by 
imperative  presentments  on  the  eountic-s  liable,  Earl  of 
Donoughmare , 6117.  Any  sum  under  £ 10,000  in  any  one 
quarter  of  the  year  may  be  issued  by  the  Privy  Council 
for  each  district  asylum.  Cruise , 182.  Principle  on 
•which  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  district  asylums 
is  apportioned  on  the  counties  forming  the  districts,  ib., 
181.  No  county  can  be  charged  for  the  maintenance  of 
a district  asylum,  unless  there  arc  'patients  from  it  in  the 
asylum,  White,  483.  The  charges  for  the  establishment,  of 
a district  asylum  are  kept  separate  from  the  charges  of 
maintenance,  ib.  482.  Suggestion  that  the  costs  of  the 
maintenance  of  district  asylums  should  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  poor  rate,  Earl  of  Donoughmare,  617S.  The  accounts 
for  the  maintenance  of  district  asylums  are  forwarded  to 
the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  strictly  inves- 
tigated, White,  402  ; Cruise,  174.  Manner  in  which  these 
accounts  are  cheeked,  White,  493-496. 

See  also  Chargeability  of  Lunatics. 

Maher,  Mr.  John  Edward,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper  of  the 
Ballinasloe  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
■witness,  10098-10116. 

Malone,  Rev.  Michael , Roman  Catholic  C'hajilain  oftfie  Lim- 
erick District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
8877-8888. 


Manugers  of  Distnct  Lunatic  Asylums. — Duties  of  managers 
of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  528.  Books  required 
to  be  kept  by  managers  of  district  asylums,  ib.  The  law 
in  Ireland  does  not  require  managers  of  district  asylums 
to  be  medical  men,  Evgeni,  584.  List  of  the  asylums 
under  the  management  of  non-professional  men,  White, 
295.  Opinions  that  managers  of  lunatic  asylums  should 
be  medical  men,  White , 320 ; Nugent,  585  ; Phelan,  3S40 ; 
Rogan,  9357.  Medical  men  only  appointed  managers  of 
distinct  asylums  of  Lite,  Nugent , 585.  In  England, 
managers  of  lunatic  asylums  must  be  medical  men.  Phelan, 
3487°  Managers  of  distinct  asylums  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Cruise,  196.  Opinions  that  managers 
of  district  asylums  should  be  appointed  by  the  Boards  of 
Governors,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5520 ; Elukc,  5733 ; Earl  of 
Donoughmare,  6160.  The  salaries  now  given  to  managers 
not  sufficient,  Phelan,  3859.  Managers  may  admit  urgent 
cases  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Boards  of  Governors, 
White,  24 1 . Opinion  that  in  large  asylums  a lay  manager, 
or  superintendent,  should  he  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  fiscal  business,  &c.,  ib.  326.  The  Privy  Council  rules 
do  not  impose  any  medical  duties  upon  managers  of  dis- 
trict asylums,  Ferguson,  7450.  Opinion  as  to  the  position 
the  medical  manager  of  an  asylum  should  occupy  with 
reference  to  the  moral  and  medical  treatment  oi  the 
patients,  White,  321-329.  For  information  respecting 
the  relative  position  of  the  managers  and  visiting  physicians 
of  the  ibst.net  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under 
their  respective  titles. 

See  also  Officers  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Marquess,  Dominick , Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Richmond  Bride- 
well  Evidence  of  this  witness,  5084-5149. 

Maryborough  District This  district  comprises  the  King's 

County  and  the  Queen’s  County,  Burton,  7074.  Formerly, 
it  also  comprised  the  counties  oi"  Westmeath  and  Longford, 
ib.  7075. 

Maryborough  District  Lunatic  Asylum.— For  information 
respecting  the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  ot 
the  following  witnesses,  Burton,  7061-7219 ; Jacob,  7220- 
7330;  Harpur,  7331-7356;  Thompson,  7357-7378;  Moore, 
7379-7402;  Cassidy,  7403-7443. 

Maryville  Private  Asylum,  Dublin.— For  information  as  to 
the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  Duncan, 
3527-3587. 


Matrons  of  Distnct  Lunatic  Asylums— Copy Privy •Council 
rules  as  to  the  duties  of  matrons  of  district  lunatic 
asylums,  Doc.  p.  529.  Matrons  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.,  Cruise,  194. 


Mam.ll.  Georg,  Wood,,  Esq.,  a Memler  ofa.  Corporotw » 
of  Dublin. Evidence  of  tins  witness,  5420-o435. 

Mayo  County— This  countv  comprised  within  the  Ballinasloe 
District,  Kelly,  9750.  The  great  distance  of  the  county 
Mavo  from  the  Ballinasloe  Asylum  prevents  applications 
for  admission  from  that  county,  White,  440.  Suggestion 
for  the  establishment  of  a new  asylum  in  the  County  Mayo, 
ib.  436 ; Nugent,  723. 

Meath  County— This  county  comprised  within  the  Dubbn, 
or  Richmond  District,  Reynolds,  5391. 


Medical  Attendance— Privy  Council  rule  as  to  the  attend- 
ance of  the  visiting  physician  of  a distnct  lunatic  asylum, 


where  the  number  of  patients  is  below  or  above  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  TI7ii7e,  29S.  Rule  as  to  tlie  attend- 
ance of  the  apothecaries  of  district  asylums,  ib.  340.  A 
record  is  kept  at  the  different  district  asylums  of  the  visits 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  and  of  the  length  of  each  visit, 

300.  In  the  asylums  which  are  under  the  management  of 
non-medical  men,  there  are  no  resident  pliysicisus,  ib.  297. 
At  present  no  medical  duties  are  imposed  by  the  Privy 
Council  rules  on  managers  of  district  asylums,  Ferguson, 
7450.  Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  tlie  duties  of 
physicians  aiul  apothecaries  of  distnct  lunatic  asylmns, 
Doc.  p.  529.  Opinions  of  the  importance  of  managers 
possessing  medical  skill,  TF7iife,  325;  Nugent,  SS5._  The 
professional  relation  of  medical  managers  and  visiting 
physicians  considered,  White,  321-330;  Nugent,  588-620. 
Desirable  to  have  a physician  in  general  practice  attending 
a lunatic  asylum,  Nugent,  015. 

Medical  Certificates.  Sec  Certificates. 

Medical  Charities. — Suggestion  for  amalgamating  theMedical 
Charities  Inspectors  and  the  Lunatic  Inspectors,  and  giv- 
ing both  the  same  functions,  Phelan,  39 1 4-39  i 5.  The 
establishment  of  a Central  Board  of  Lunacy  and  Medical 
Charities  proposed,  ib.  3969. 

Medical  Extras.  See  Extras,  Medical. 

Medical  Journals.  See  Journals,  Metlical. 

Medical  Staff. — For  information  as  to  the  Medical  Staff 
attached  to  each  district  asylum,  sue  the  different  asy- 
lums under  then-  respective  titles. 

Medical  Students Resolution  of  the  Governors  of  the  Bel- 

fast District  Lunatic  Asylum,  authorizing  senior  medical 
students,  who  were  preparing  for  the  East  India  Service, 
to  acquire  clinical  instruction  in  tlie  asylum,  Stewart , 7758. 

See  also  Clinical  Instruction. 


Medicine. — In  all  district  lunatic  asylums  a room  is  appro- 
priated for  tlie  compounding  of  the  medicines  required, 
White,  303.  There  is  a stock  of  medicine  kept  in  each 
district  asylum,  ib.  303.  The  apothecaries  of  the  dis- 
trict asylums  have  no  interest  in  the  supply  of  medieiue, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  Dundrum  Asylum,  Nugent,  029. 

Meetings  of  Governors. — The  Governors  of  district  asylums 
meet  once  a month,  White,  251.  The  Governors  of  the 
Richmond  Asylum  meet  twice  a mouth,  ib.  250.  The 
quorum  at  the  monthly  meetings  is  three,  ib.  235.  There 
are  also  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  Governors  of  each 
district  asylum  to  prepare  accounts  for  the  Grand  Juries, 
ib.  253.  Five  form  a quorum  at  the  half-yearly  meetings, 
ib.  Delay  iu  the  discharge  of  patients,  in  consequence  of 
the  Governors  holding  only  monthly  meetings,  ib.  289- 
Copy  Privy  Council  rales  as  to  the  meetings  of  the  Gover- 
nors of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  527. 


Memorandum  Book One  of  the  books  required  by  tlie  Privy- 

Council  rales  to  be  kept  in  all  district  lunatic  asylums. 
Doc.  p.  528.  Contents  of  this  book,  ib. 

Memorial t Extract  from  a memorial  to  tbe  Lord  Lieutenant 

respecting  tbe  appointment  of  Chaplains  to  tbe  Belfast  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum,  Bishop  of  Down,  7920.  Copymemonal 
of  tbe  Wexford  Grand  Jury,  praying  for  a lunatic  asylum 
at  Wexford,  Doc.  p.  553.  Copy  memorial  of  the  Carlow 
Grand  Jury  against  tbe  erection  of  an  asylum  at  Wexfonl, 
ib.  544.  Memorial  from  tbe  cess-payers  of  the  county 
Carlow  to  the  same  effect,  ib.  545.  Memorial  of  tbe 
Donegal  Grand  Jury  against  tbe  admission  of  harmless 
idiots,  &c.,  into  tbe  district  asylums,  ib.,  547.  Memorial 
of  tbe  Londonderry  Grand  Jury  to  tbe  Commissioners,  ib. 
55S. 

Middle  Classes Opinion  in  favour  of  admitting  patients 

belonging  to  tbe  farming  or  middle  classes  into  district 
lunatic  asylums,  Nugent,  663.  Opinion  of  Lord  Clan- 
car  ty  on  tlie  subject  referred  to,  ib.  061.  Opinions  that 
tbe  State  should  make  provision  for  tbe  class  of  lunatics 
who  are  able  to  pav  a portion  of  tlie  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance, Phelan,  3818-3874;  Sir  G.  Hudson,  5387.  _ De- 
tails respecting  aproposed  institution  for  poor  lunatics  of 
tbe  middle  class,  Fitzpatrick,  5227-5262.  Suggestion  that 
a jurisdiction  should  be  given  to  assistant-hamsters  in  tbe 
cases  of  lunatics  having  small  properties,  and  with  respect 
to  whom  commissions  of  lunacy  are  not  usually  issued, 
Hem,  11229;  Hancock,  11384-11386. 

See  also  Paying  Patients. 

Minute  Book— One  of  tbe  books  required,  by  the  Privy 
Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  every  district  lunatic  asy- 
lum, Doc.  p.  528. 


Mitchell,  Rev.  J.,  Presbyterian  Chaplain  of  the  Omagh  Dis- 
' trict  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  93U5-9313. 
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Million,  John,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.h.c.s.i.,  Physician  of  the  Rich- 
mond Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  1707- 
1861 . 

Monaghan  County — This  county  coin  prised  within  the  Ar- 
magh District,  Jackson,  8197. ' Suggestion  that  the  county 
Monaghan  should  be  detached  from  the  Armagh  District, 
Patou,  8476. 

Montgomery,  Rev.  Henry,  ll.d.,  a Governor  of  the  Belfast 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  SOI  1- 
8078. 

Moore,  Rev.  John  Tidd,  a Governor  of  the  Maryborough 

District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this  witness,  7379- 

7402. 

Moore,  Stephen,  Esq.,  j.r.,  d.t..,  a Governor  of  the  Clonmel 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this ‘witness,  5902- 
5954. 

Morning  Statement  Book. — One  of  the  books  required  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  he  kept  in  every  district  lunatic 
asylum,  Doc.  p.  528.  Contents  of  this  book,  ib. 

Moss,  John,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  of  the  Bloomfield  Retreat. 
— Evidence  of  this  witness,  3708-3745. 

Mullingar  District. — This  district,  comprises  the  counties  of 
Longford  and  Westmeath,  Berkeley,  7576. 

Mullingar  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — For  information  ns  to 
the.  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  fol- 
lowing witnesses,  Ferguson , 7444-7521;  Berkeley,  7522- 
7645. 

Murphy , Walter  William,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of 

the  Killamiy  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this 

witness,  11057-11099. 


N. 

Bangle,  John  Hyacinth.  Esq.,  J.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Carlow 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6600- 
6621. 

Nenagh — Insufficiency  of  the  Clonmel  District  Lunatic 
Asylum  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  White,  47 1 . Recom- 
mendation that  a new  Asylum  should  he  erected  at  Xena-di 
for  the  North  Riding  of  Tipperary,  ib.  472.  ° 

Hew  Districts — See  Districts,  Proposed  New. 

New  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum — This  asylum  erected  by 
the  present  Board  of  General  Control  and  Correspondence 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Radcliff  1 ri.  Copy  order  in  Council 
for  flic  enlargement  of  the  old  Richmond  and  the  erection 
of  the  new  Richmond  Asylum,  Doc.  p.  522.  For  further 
information  respecting  the  condition  of  this  asylum  sue 
the  evidence  of  Beatty,  2040-2227,  2733-2777.  ’ 

Newport  George,  Esq  J.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Waterford 
Distinct  LumOc  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  5701- 

Night  Chairs. — For  information  as  to  the  supply  of  night 
elmu-s  in  the  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Night  of  the  Irapeotom  of  Lunatic  Asylums, 

junior  the  5 and  6 > ic.  c.  las,  to  inspect  private  ™. 
Inms  at  night,  m ease  of  sivom  information  stating  a 
belief  m the  existence  ot  any  abuse,  Jacob,  7320.  This 
power  a proper  one,  ib  Copy  return  of  the  information 
on  oath  laid  before  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  asylums, 
^and  of  the  night  visits  made  in  consequence,  Doc.  p.  539. 
^-Attendance  of  Governors  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums  — 

I he  monthly  meetings  of  Governors  of  district  asylums 
*•  do  not  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  non- 

attendance  of  a quorum,  White,  255.  Admission  and 
discharge  of  patients  delayed  by  the  non-attendance  of 
Governors,  ib.  256-289.  Causes  of  the  non-attendance 
of  Go vo!  nor.-.,  ib.  266-272.  Recommendation  that  non- 
attendanco  on  the  part  of  a Governor  for  one  year  should 
disqualify  him  from  holding  the  office  the  succeeding  year 
Lamgan,  7009 ; Gabbett,  8756.  ’ 

Hon-Goercion. — Where  systems  of  non-cocreion  exist,  wit- 
ness  lias  found  the  result  to  bo  very  successful  and  very 
satisfactory , White,  405.  The  system  of  non-coercion  re- 
quires a larger  number  of  attendants,  ib.  333. 

Non- Professional Managers.— Thu  Armagh,  Waterford,  Lon- 
donderry, and  Richmond  Asylums  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  non-professional  men,  White,  295.  In  those 
asylums  where  the  managers  are  non-medical,  there  is  no 
resident  physician,  ib.  297.  Managers  of  district  asylums 
• -0t  r0'lu,r.''<1  fay  kw  to  be  medical  men,  Nugent, 
585.  Opinions  against  non-professional  men  being  ap- 


pointed to  the  office  of  manager.  White,  326;  Nuscut 
5S.?;  Rogov,  9357.  The  Privy  Council  rules  impose  only 
civil  duties  upon  managers  of  district  asylums,  ib.  9359. 

North  of  Ireland.  Thcrc  is  no  private  asylum  throughout 
IlVL™1  ^ * small  one  in  the  ncighSoj! 
hood  of  Armagh,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5481.  Lunatics  of  the 
chiss  ahov, 1 paupers  are  generally  sent  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  to  Scotland,  ib.:  Stewart,  7682. 

Ninth  Riding  of  Tipperary.— Small  proportion  of  the  patients 
in  the  Channel  District  Lunatic  Asylum  from  the  North 
Riding,  Nugent,  715.  Suggestion  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  asylum,  at  Nenagh,  or  the  extension  of  the  present 
one  at  Clonmel,  White,  473. 

A iigeid,  John  Esq.,  m.d.,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Aru- 
lums — Evidence  ot  this  witness,  539-989. 

Nunn,  Joshua,  Esq.,  Accountant  and  Secretary  to  the  Board 

of  Governors  of  the.  Richnwwl  Lunatic  Asylum. Evidence 

of  this  witness,  2397-2550. 

Nurses. — Cony  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  nurses 
of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  5308. 

Nurses,  Assistant — See  Assistant  Nunes. 

O. 


O'Brien,  George  William,  Esq,  m.d.,  Surgeon  to  the  County 
Clare  Infirmary  ami  Gaol — Evidence  of  this  witness 
8787-5836. 

Occupations  of  Inmates  of  District.  Lunatic  Asylums.— For 
details  as  to  the  occupations  of  the  patients  in  the  district 
lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  titles. 

O' Callaghan,  David.  Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the 
Limerick  District  Lunatic  A sylum — 12 vidence  of  this 
witness,  8692-8733. 

O'Connor,  Peter,  Esq.,  a Governor  of  the  Sligo  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  10910-10927. 
Officers  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums — The  superior  officers 
of  district  lunatic  asylums  ai'c  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  Cruise,  193.  List  of  the  officers  who  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  ib.  195;  Doc.  p.  532. 
The  Managers  of  district  asylums  have  the  power  of 
appointing  the  inferior  officers,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Boards  of  Governors,  Cruise,  192.  Opinions  that 
the  appointment  of  the  superior  officers  of  district  asy- 
lums should  rest  with  the  Boards  of  Governors,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Government,  Phelan,  3903  ; Cimidij, 
6082;  Duchett,  ($652;  Thompson,  7370;  Moore,  7386; 
Patou,  8467 ; Kelly,  9778.  Opinions  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  superior  officers  should  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  Sir  G.  Hudson,  5777;  Hnare,  5039; 
Gyles,  6228;  Rial!,  6293;  Dobbin,  8480;  Porter,  9199; 
ArcMall,  9252;  Stuart,  9285 ; M'  Gillicuddy,  1 1122;  Leahy, 
11300.  Opinion  that  the  appointment  of  the  inferior 
officers  of  district  asylums  should  rest  with  the  Governors 
or  the  Superintendents,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5522.  Copy  Privy 
Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  the  different  officers  of 
district  asylums,  Doc.  p.  528-531.  Power  given  to  the 
Boards  of  Governors  to  superannuate  the  officers,  Sir  R. 
Ferguson,  5529.  What  officers  are  included  within  the 
Superannuation  Act,  Doc.  p.  554. 

O'Flaherty,  Anthony,  Esq.,  j.p.,  d.d.,  a Governor  of  the 

Bullinasloe  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this 

witness,  9792-9819. 

Omagh  District — This  distinct  comprises  the  counties  of 
Tyrone  and  Fermanagh,  West,  8890. 

Omagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — For  informafion  respect- 
ing the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the 
folio-wing  witnesses,  West, 8889-9 1 1 5, 9271-9278;  Thomp- 
son, 9116-9177;  Porter,  9178-9219 ; Ellis,  9220-9244; 
Archdall,  9245-9270 ; Stuart.  9279-9287 ; Swift,  0288- 
9304  ; Mitchell,  9305-9313  ; Magee,  9314-9327 ; Hudson, 
9328-9354. 

O'Meara,  2'homas,  Esq , m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the 
Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
6695-6733. 

Orders  in  Council. — The  Order  in  Council  directing  the 
formation  of  a new  district  specifics  the  number  for  which 
the  asylum  is  to  be  built,  Radcliff,  1 7.  Does  not  specify 
the  amount  to  be  expended,  ib.  18.  Copy  Order  in 
Council  for  the  erection  of  the  Cork  Asylum,  Doc.  p.  521 . 
For  first  issue  of  money  for  the  erection  of  the  Cork 
Asylum,  ib.  522.  For  the  enlargement  of  the  old  Richmond 
and  erection  of  new  Richmond  Asylum,  ib.  For  the  en- 
largement and  alteration  of  the  Belfast  Asylum,  ib.  325. 
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Further  Orders  for  the.  same  object,  ib.  523-525.  For  ap- 
propriating any  asylum  or  part  of  an  asylum  for  ihe  recep- 
tion of  a pariicular  class  of  patients,  ib.  525.  For  appoint- 
ing Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  Governors  “Ex-officio" 
of  all  the  district  asylums,  ib.  523.  For  the  preparation  of 
rules  for  Armagh  Asylum,  ib.  For  the  holding  of  lectures 
by  the  medical  attendants  of  district  asylums,  Vi.  General 
rules  for  the  Government  of  all  district  asylums,  ib.  527- 
532. 

P. 


Philips,  Lienieruint-Culnusl  Poirital , J.f..  a Governor  of  the 
Clonmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
mss,  6181-6223. 

Pious — The  plans  for  district  lunatic  asylums,  or  for  addi- 
tions thereto,  are  submitted  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  previous  to  their  being  carried  out.  Nugent,  54 1 . 
The.  law  requires  plans  of  private  asylums  to  be  hung  up 
in  each  institution,  ib.  927.  Not  necessary  to  submit  plans 
of  private  asylums  to  the  magistrates  granting  licences,  ib. 
928. 


Parke,  linger  Charles,Esq.,  .T.r.,  a Governor  of  the  Sligo  Distinct 
Lunutic  Asylum, — Evidence  of  this  witness,  10928-10931. 

Parliament,  Acts  of.  See  Acts  of  Parliament. 

Particular  Classes  of  Patients. — The  8 & 9 Vie.  c.  107  en- 
ables tile  Lord  Lieutenant  to  establish  provincial  lunatic 
asylums  for  the  exclusive  reception  of  particular  classes 
of  pauper  lunatics,  Nugent,  692.  This  power  has  never 
been  exercised,  ih.  C91 . Copy  Order  in  Council  appropri- 
ating an  asylum  or  part  of  an  asylum  for  the  reception  of 
a particular  class  of  patients,  Doc.  p.  525. 

Patoa , Willium,  Esc/.,  j r.,  a Governor  of  the  Armagh 

District  Lunatic  Asijhun Evidence  of  this  witness,  8437- 

SI  78. 


Poping  Patients  in  District  Asylums The  form  of  admission 

of  paying  patients  contains  an  agreement  that  the  family 
of  the  patient  shall  pay  a portion  of  the  cost  of  his  main. 
tenanee,  White,  227.  This  agreement  not  binding,  ib. 
These  agreements  are  practically  fulfilled,  ib.  267 ; Nugent, 
656.  Admission  refused  to  paying  patients  in  some  district 
asylums,  White,  227.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  law 
allows  of  their  admission,  ib.  Opinion  of  the  Law  Oliicers 
of  the.  Crown  against  the  legality  of  their  admission  referred 
to,  ib.  A paying  patient  is  not  removed  from  a district 
asylum  when  his  family  ceases  to  pay  for  him,  Nugent, 
658.  There  are  very  few  paying  patients  in  llie  district 
asylums,  about  forty  in  all,  il>.  653.  The  paying  patients 
in’ district  asylums’  are  from  a class  very  little  above 
paupers,  ill.  063.  Paying  patients  have  the  same  accom- 
modation and  treatment  as  ordinary  paupers,  ib.  660. 
Opinion  that  pauper  patients  should  have  the  preference 
for  admission  into  the  district  asylums,  ib.  001.  Obser- 
vations on  the  association  of  paying  patients  with  pauper 
lunatics,  Nugent,  724-731;  Cusack,  3435-3440.  Great 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  paying  patients  to 
associate  with  the  pauper  lunatics,  Cusach,  3436.  Objec- 
tion to  which  the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  the 
district  asylums  is  liable,  Nugent,  665.  Opinions  against 
the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  district  asylums, 
Houghton,  6735;  Stewart,  7083  ; Mucks,  8000;  Jackson, 
8326  ; Patou,  8447 ; M'Munn,  1 0678.  Opinions  iu  favour 
of  the  admission  of  paying  patients  into  district  asylums, 
Newport,  5707;  Blahe,  5750;  Mackesy , 5839;  Earl  of 
Doiuiughmore , 6149;  Phipps,  6190;  Rial,  6283  ; lirowne, 
(5.533; ! Lalnr , 6895  ; Cane.  0988 ; Duckett,  6042  ; Cassidy, 
7404 ; Ferguson, 7406;  Berkeley,  7648:  Montgomery,  8016; 
Macron/,  8084 ; O'Brien,  881 1 ; Cullman,  8S57 ; Porter, 
9202;  Ellis,  9333;  Archdall,  9254;  Stuart,  9283;  Ragan, 
9401 ; White,  9581 ; Denham,  9631 ; Sir  R.  Buteson,  9691 ; 
Bailing  ton,  9724;  Kelly,  9702;  O' Flaherty,  9800;  Dillon, 
1075;  Hobart,  103S2;  Kyle,  10412;  Townsend,  10426; 
Cogan,  10902 ; O'Connor , 10915;  Parke,  10931  ; Lawler, 
10952;  Murphy,  110S4;  M' Gillicuddy,  11109 ; Leahy, 
11133;  Here  son,  11105.  . 

Suggestion  that  theBoards  of  Governors  of  district  asy- 
lums should  have  the  power  of  recovering  the  co-t  of  the 
maintenance  of  paring  patients  from  their  relative--, 
Browne,  G540;  Nmiglc,  6621 ; Duckett,  0643.  No  paying 
patients  received  iu  the  Londonderry  Asylum,  Sir  11. 
Ferguson,  5475.  Nor  in  the  Waterford  Asylnin,  Home, 
5687.  Nor  in  the  Carlow  Asylum,  Brrnne,  6532.  Nor 
in  the  Belfast  Asylum,  Stewart,  7 677 • Nor  in  the  Armagh 
Asylum,  Jackson,  8323. 

Peace , Clerks  of  the.  See  Clerks  of  the  Peace. 

Penalty.— Amount  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  the  Private 
Asylums  Act  for  not  keeping  certain  books  or  registers  m 
private  asylums,  Jacobs,  7315. 

Pensions  to  Officers  of  District  Lunatic  Asylums.  See 
Superannuation. 

Per-Centageof  Insane— The  per-eentage  of  the  Insane  is, 
in  England,  about  one  in  seven  or  eight  hundred,  A agent, 
678.  it  is  about  the  same  in  Ireland,  ib. 


Phelan,  Denis,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Secretary  to  the  Dublin  Hos- 
pitals Superintendence  Board. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
3803-3982. 


Poorliouses.  See  Workhouses. 

Poor  Law  Commissioners. — Tlio  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
have  no  power  to  remove  a pauper  direct  from  a workhouse 
to  an  asylum,  Phelan,  3942.  Suggestion  that  such  a power 
should  l'.e  given  to  them,  ib.  3956.  No  special  onions  have 
been  issued  liv  the.  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  respecting 
the  treatment’  of  the  lunatic  poor  in  workhouses.  Bunks, 
1032.  The  Commissioners  have  issued  no  directions  re- 
specting the  transfer  of  paupers  from  workhouses  to  luna- 
tic asylums,  ib.  1037.  Copy  letter  from  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Clogliem  Union, 
Crawford,  4021. 

Poor  Law  Guardians.  See  Boards  of  Poor  Law  Guardians. 

Pour  Leap  Inspectors. — The  Pom-  Law  Inspectors  do  not 
report  specially  upon  the  number  or  condition  of  lunatics 
in  workhouses.  Bunhr,  1041.  Opinion  that  the  office  of 
Inspectors  of  Lunatics  should  be  assimilated  to  that  of 
Poor  Law  Inspectors,  Phelan,  3896. 

Poor-Rates. — Opinion  that  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
each  lunatic  should  be.  paid  for,  by  the  district  to  which  he 
belonged,  out  of  the  poor-rate,  Earl  of  Donoughmore , 
6178.  Difficulty  connected  with  this  proposed  cluing-, 
Phipps,  C201. 

Poorer  Classes. — There  is  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
poorer  classes  to  send  their  lunatic  friends  and  relations  to 
the  district  asylums,  White,  44 1 ; Fitzgerald,  8532.  Sug- 
gestion for  giving  assistant-barristers  a jurisdiction,  iu 
cases  of  binaries  of  small  properties,  with  respect  to  whom 
commissions  of  lunacy  are  not  usually  issued,  lluncuck, 
11385.  Proposed  institution  for  the  lunatic  poor  of  the 
middle  classes,  Fitzpatrick,  4327-4302. 

Porter,  Frank  Thorpe,  Esq.,  a Diviiiowil  Magistrate  i f the 
City  of  Dublin Evidence  of  this  witness,  3785-3802. 

Porter,  Re r.  John  Grey,  3.T. , a Governor  of  the  Omagh 
District  Lunatic  A sylum.— Evidence  of  this  witness,  9178- 
9219. 

Putter,  Henry,  Esq.,  J.r .,  an  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Kil- 
kenny.— Evidence  of  this  witness,  7030-7035. 

Power,  Alfred,  Esq.,  Chief  Poor  Late  Commissioner. — 
Evidence,  of  this  witness,  11237-1.1282. 

Power,  Thomas,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Resident  Physician  of  the  Cork 
District  Lunatic  Asylum.- Evidence  of  this  witness,  101 17- 
10352. 

Preaching It  is  usual  for  the  person  performing  Divine 

Service  in  the  district  lunatic  asylums  to  preach  to  the 
inmates,  Nugent,  888.  Controversial  subjects  required  to 
he  avoided  by  the  Privy  Council  rules,  ib.  890.  Good 
behaviour  of  the  inmates  of  the  asylums  during  the  ser- 
liion,  ib.  Opinion  iu  favour  of  allowing  patients,  afflicted 
-with  religious  mania,  to  attend  the  sermons  of  the  chap- 
lains of  their  own  persuasion,  ib.  893. 

Prescription  Book. — There  is  a prescription  book  in  every 
district  lunatic  asylum,  which  is  examined  by  the  In- 
spector when  he  visits  the  asylum,  II  kite,  310. 

Presentments. — Nature  of  the  presentments  for  levying  ihe 
monies  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  district  luna- 
tic asylums,  Eurl  of  Donoughnwre,  61 1 6. 

Precious  History  of  Patients — It  is  most  important,  for  its 
treatment,  to  know  the  history  of  each  case,  previous  to 
its  admission,  MKiernan,  9844 ; Power,  10163.  Diffi- 
culty of  learning  the  previous  history  of  eases  from  gaols, 
Power,  10161;  Lalor,  6904;  Jacob,  7276.  But  little  in- 
formation given  as  to  the  previous  history  of  the  patients 
from  workhouses,  Jacob,  7276 ; M'Munn,  10633.  Suggestion 
for  some  general  and  improved  form  of  admission  that 
would  give  some  information  as  to  the  previous  history  of 
the  cases,  Porter,  9181. 

Prisons.  See  Gaols. 

Private  Asylums.— There  are  thirteen  private  licensed  houses 
in  Ireland,  Nugent,  905.  The  private  asylums  are  visited 
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twice  ami  oftener  in  each  year  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  White,  514.  Details  as  to  these  visits  by  the 
Inspectors,  ib.  515-520.  Entries  made  in  the  Inspection 
Book  on  the  occasion  of  these  visits,  ib.  527.  Details  as 
to  the  mode  of  obtaining  licences  for  private  asylums, 
ib.  5:11-535;  Nugent,  909-044.  The  law  respecting  the 
licensing  of  private  asylums  not  sufficiently  stringent, 
ib.  907.  Opinion  that  the  licensing  of  private  asylums 
should  not  be  left  to  magistrates,  HVd'te,  5211.  The  ma- 
gistrates make  no  inquiries  as  to  the.  pecuniary  means  of 
a person  about  to  open  a private  asylum,  ib.  534;  Nugent, 
949.  Opinions  that  persons  applying  for  a licence  to 
open  a private  asylum  should  be  required  to  satisfy  the 
authorities  as  to  their  pecuniary  means,  ib.  940;  Atn.s, 
3745.  Suggested  amendment  of  the  law  respecting  pri- 
vate asylums,  Nugent,  987. 

A most  perceptible  and  undoubted  improvement  lias 
taken  place  in  private  asylums  within  the  last  four  years, 
ib.  926.  Private  asylums  arc  very  successful  in  tlieir  treat- 
ment; a very  fair  number  arc  discharged  cured,  ib.  982. 
The  arrangements  in  private  asylums  as  to  the  attendance 
on  divine  worship  not  so  satisfactory  as  is  desirable,  ib.  866. 
Adequate  attendance  not  generally  provided  in  private, 
asylums,  ib.  981.  Power  of  the.  Lord  Chancellor  to  revoke 
the  licence  of  a private  asylum,  Jacob,  7312.  Power  of 
Inspectors  to  pay  night  visits  to  private  asylums  in  case  of 
sworn  information  stating  a belief  of  any  abuse,  ib.  7320. 
Penalty  imposed  for  not  keeping  certain  books  or  registers 
in  private  asylums,  ib.  7315.  Amount  of  fees  payable  on 
the  licence  for  a private  asylum,  ib.  7219.  There  is  only 
one  private  asylum  throughout  the  North  of  Ireland,  Sir 
R.  Ferguson,  5481.  Special  visits  under  the  Private 
Asylums  Act,  Nugent,  908.  Return  of  the  number  of 
special  visits  to  licensed  houses  in  each  year  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act,  Doc.  p.  539.  Return  of  the  number  of 
visits  paid  to  each  private  asylum,  by  each  Inspector,  dur- 
ing the  year  1856,  ib.  540.  In  wliat  cases  a house  must 
be  licensed  as  a private  asylum,  Cusack,  345D. 

Sec  also  the  different  private  asylums  under  tlieir  res- 
pective titles. 

Private  Asylums  Act — Observations  on  some  defects  of  the 
Private  Asylums  Act,  Jacob , 7300-7324. 

Private  C'h.iritnhle  Institutions  for  the  Insane.  See  Charit- 
able Indito.tiuws for  the  Insane. 

Private  Houses- — Observations  i.n  the  propriety  of  the  legis- 
lature providing  for  the  visitation  of  private  houses  where, 
lunatics  are  maintained  for  hire,  Cusack,  3455-3459.  Tim 
law  provides  that  where  insane  persons  are  received  into 
an  unlicensed  bouse,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Nugent,  983.  This  provision  not 
generally  complied  with,  ib.  Opinion  that  the  law  should 
enable  the  Inspectors  to  make  annual  visits  in  such  cases, 
ib-  985.  Return  of  the  number  of  cases  of  single  patients 
in  unlicensed  houses,  in  which  copies  of  the  order  and  cer- 
tificate accompanying  admission  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Inspectors  in  each  year,  «6e.,  Doc.  p.  539. 

See  also  Single  Patient. \ 

Private  Profit. — Occasional  employment  of  the  steward  ami 
some  of  the  inmates  of  the  Omagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum 
on  a farm  of  the  Manager  for  his  private  profit.  West,  9271- 
9278. 

Privy  Council. — Control  exorcised  by  the  Privy  Council  as 
to  the  sums  to  be  expended  in  the.  erection  of  district 
asylums,  Cruise,  123-130.  Opinion  that  the  sanction  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council  to  the  estimated  expendi- 
ture, at  each  asylum,  should  be  dispensed  with,  Ruddiff, 
106.  Course  of  proceedings  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 'in 
Council  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  new  districts,  and 
the  erection  of  new  asylums.  Cruise,  108-120.  Copy 
Privy  Council  rules  for  the  government  of  all  the  district 
lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  Doc.  p.  527. 

Promotion.— Recommendation  that  there  should  be  a system 
of  promoting  the  attendants  and  servants  in  district  lunatic 
asylums  according  to  good  conduct,  Nugent,  625.  This 
system  has  been  adopted  in  the  Dtradrum  Asylum,  ib. 

Property  of  Chancery  Lunatics.  See  Chancery  Lunatics. 
Commissions  of  Lunacy.  Leases. 

Provincial  Asylums — Power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  estab- 
lish provincial  asylums  for  the  exclusive  reception  of  par- 
ticular classes  of  pauper  lunatics,  Nugent,  692.  This  power 
has  never  been  exercised,  ib.  691.  The  erection  of  four 
provincial  asylums  for  the  reception  of  chrouic  incurable 
cases  recommended  by  a Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1 843,  White,  434.  Suggestion  that  an  asylum 
for  the  reception  of  incurable  cases  should  be  erected  in 
each  province  of  Ireland,  Riall,  6285. 


Provision  Books. — Provision  Rooks  required  by  the  Privy 
Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  every  district  lunatic  asvlum 
Doc.  p.  528. 

Provisional  Admission  to  District  Limulin  Asylums. The 

managers  of  the  district  lunatic  asylums  are  empowered 
to  admit  urgent  eases,  subject  to  the 'approval  of  the  Boards 
of  Governors,  White,  241. 

Provisions.  See  Dietaries. 

Pupils,  Resident,  in  District  Low, tic  Asylums. — Propriety  of 
appointing  advanced  resident  pupils  for  fixed  periods  in 
the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Microry,  8101 . Ad- 
vantages of  such  a system,  ib.  8101-8105.  Desirable  to 
have  one  resident  pupil  in  the  Cork  Asylum,  Power, 
10282,  10283. 

Purchase  of  Sites  for  District  Lunatic  Asylums The  amount 

to  be  paid  for  the  site  of  a district  lunatic  asylum  is 
always  settled  by  the  inquisition  of  a jury,  Ruddiff,  32. 

Q. 

Queen's  Bench,  Court  of. — Copy  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen’s  Bench  in  the  ease  of  i lie  Queen  at  the  prosecution 
of  the  Rev.  John  Carroll  v.  the  Governors  and  Directors 
of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Doc. p.  554. 

Queen’s  County. — This  county  is  comprised  within  the  Mary- 
borough District,  Burton,  7074.  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Jury  of  this  county  to  visit  the  Maryborough 
District  Asylum,  Ilarpur , 7336. 

Quorum. — Three  form  a quorum  at  the  monthly  meetings  of 
the  Boards  of  Governors  of  district  lunatic  asylums, 
TTV/iVe,  235.  It  often  occurs  that  the  monthly  meetings  do 
not  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  a 
quorum,  ib.  255.  Five  form  a quorum  at  the  half-yearly 
meetings,  ib.  253. 

R. 

Rutldijf,  John,  Esq.,  a Commissioner  for  General  Control 
and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic  Asylums — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  1-1U6. 

Rat e-pu yers — Suggestion  that  there  should  be  a system  of  re- 
presentation of  the  rale-pavers  on  the  Boards  of  Governors 
of  district  lunatic  asylums,  Phtdtm,  3891-3893.  Anomaly 
in  allowing  the  money  obtained  by  taxation  to  be  distri- 
buted without  giving  the  rate-payers  a voice  in  its  alloca- 
tion, Reynolds,  5406;  Maimiell,  5422.  Opinion  that  half 
of  the  number  of  Governors  of  district  asyhuns  should  be 
elected  hv  the  rate-payers,  the  other  half  to  lie  ex-ollieio 
members  from  magistrates  residing  in  the  district,  Earl  of 
Donuughnore,  6171. 

Reading.  See  Education. 

Receivers  of  Lunatics'  Property. — A receiver  is  sometimes 
appointed,  as  well  as  a committee  of  the  estate  of  a lunatic, 
in  the  case  of  very  large  properties,  Hancock,  1 1367-  Com- 
mittees of  the  estate  of  a lunatic  manage  like  receivers, 
and  pass  accounts  in  the  same  way,  ib.  1 1308. 

Recent  Cases — Opinions  that  in  recent  cases  the  attendance 
or  interference  of  chaplains  would  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
turbing the  minds  of  the  patients,  Jackson,  8366;  Cuming, 
8419. 

Recreation — For  details  as  to  flic  recreation  of  patients  in 
district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under 
their  respective  titles. 

Redmond,  Patrick  Waller,  Esq.,  j.r.,  d.l.,  a Governor  of  the 
Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 6584-6599. 

Register  of  the  Residence  of  Lunatics — Opinion  that  there 
should  be  a register  of  the  residence  of  every  person  of 
unsound  mind,  or  reputed  to  be  of  unsound  mind,  Brady, 
11355. 

Registers. — What  books  and  registers  are  required  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  every  district  lunati0 
asylum,  Doc.  p.  528.  Penalty  imposed  by  the  Private 
Asylums  Act  for  the  non-production  of  the  books  and 
registers  required  by  the  Act,  Jacob,  7315.  Observations 

. on  the  requirements  of  the  Private  Asylums  Act  as  to  the 
keeping  of  the  books  and  registers,  ib.  7300,  7315-7318. 

Registry,  The  General — One  of  the  books  required  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  be  kept  in  every  district  lunatic 
asylum,  Doc.  p.  528.  Contents  of  this  book,  ib. 

Regulations.  See  Rules  for  the  Government  of  District 
Lunatic  Asylums. 

Relieving  Officers. — It  forms  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Re- 
lieving Officers  of  the  poor  to  take  any  measure  for  the 
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admission  of  lunatics  to  the  district  asylums  out  of  the 
poovliouscs,  Ranks , 1040.  Suggestion  that  Relieving  Offi- 
cers should  be  parties  to  the  signing  of  certificates  of 
admission  to  district  asylums,  Wmdesforde,  6740.  Ad- 
vantages that  would  result  from  such  a system,  Cane,  6981 . 

Religious  Books.  Sec  Books  of  Devotion. 

Religious  Excitement — The  religious  mania,  with  some  per- 
sons, does  not  at  all  tend  to  a controversial  character  so 
much  as  to  the  exercise  of  piety,  Nngetit,  893.  Witness 
does  not  see  how  attendance  on  worship  can  excite  patients, 
ib.  Privy  Council  rules  direct  controversial  subjects  to 
he  studiously  avoided,  ib.  890.  Danger  of  religious  ex- 
citement in  an  asylum  containing  patients  belonging  to 
different  persuasions,  M'Cormac,  7898;  Houston,  7962. 
No  religions  excitement  causal  among  the  inmates  of  dif- 
ferent persuasions  in  the  Londonderry  Asylum  by  the  at- 
tendance of  the  chaplains,  Ragan,  9521;  Denham,  9621. 
Nor  in  the  Ballinasloc  Asylum,  MlKeernan,  9985.  Nor 
•in  the  Cork  Asylum,  Power , 10250. 


Religions  Instruction.— In  those  asylums  in  which  there,  are 
no  chaplains,  no  religions  prayer  takes  place,  and  no  re- 
ligious instruction  or  ministration  is  given,  Nugent.,  04 1. 
Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  religious  instruction  in 
district  asylums,  Doc.  p.  532. 

See  also  Religious  Ministration. 

Religious  Ministration Divine  service,  according  to  the  res- 

pective rights  of  the  churches  to  which  the  inmates  belong, 
has  been  regularly  celebrated  in  all  the  district  asylums, 
except  those  of  Armagh  and  Belfast,  White,  366.  The 


XCCpt.  Iiiosc  ui  auuujju  ""“"i 

loard  of  Governors  of  each  district  asylum  bound  by  the 
Privy  Council  rules  to  make  regulations  for  the  admission 


of  clergymen,  and  the  celebration  of  divine  service,  Nugent, 
651 . Omission  on  the  part  of  the  Governors  of  the  Armagh 
Asylnm  to  provide,  for  the  celebration  of  divine  service, 
White,  371,  372.  A chaplain  paid  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh  to  attend  such  of  the  inmates  as  are  of  the 
Protestant  church,  ib.  374.  Opposition  offered  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Belfast  Asylum  to  the  appointment  _ut 
chaplains,  ib.  378.  Clergymen  have  been  refused  admit- 
tance into  the  Belfast  Asylum  for  the  purpose  of  celebrat- 
ing divine  service,  ib.  381.  Complaints  made  by  the 
Bishop  of  Down  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  that  due 
facilities  have  not  been  given  for  the  admission  of  clergy- 
men and  that  patients  have  frequently  died  without  reli- 
gious ministration,  Nugent,  650.  Manager  and  matron  of 
the  Belfast  Asylum  in  the  habit  of  reading  prayers  to  the 
inmates,  White,  3S2.  , , • c 

In  those  asylums  where  there  are  no  chaplains  very  tew 
of  the  inmates  are  brought  out  to  attend  divine  worship, 
ib.  398.  In  the  asylums  without  chaplains,  the  inmates 
have  complained  of  not  receiving  religious  ministration,  xb. 
396.  Great  importance  of  religious  ministration  as  a cura- 
tive measure,  xb.  383;  Nugent,  630.  Proportion  of  the 
inmates  of  district  asylums  who  are  capable  of  benefitting 
by  religious  ministration,  White,  394;  Nugent,  637.  At- 
tendance on  divine  worship  exercises  the  most  beneficial 
effect  even  upon  those  who  are  not  capable  of  denying 
great  spiritual  advantages  from  it,  ib.  638.  639.  Copy 
Privy  Council  rules  for  the  admission  of  clergymen  and 
the  celebration  of  divine  service  in  district  asylums.  Doc. 

532.  Opinions  in  favour  of  attaching  chaphuns  to 
district  asylums,  White,  383;  Nugent  635;  SirR.  Fer- 
guson, 5528;  Bell,  5667;  Bull,  58\9;Connolly,  5S13, 
Fry,  6264;  White,  6468;  O'Meara,  6, 19;  Lalor, , 6869, 
Burton,  7187 ; Harpur,  7355;  Ferguson,  7490;  Bishop  of 
Down  79Q0;  Fitzgerald,  8626;  Jacob , 8874,  Atalone, 
8888 Thompson , 9 165 ; Swift,  9304;  Myge£l_9324;  Rp», 

9518;  Bishir  ofVesnj,  9600;  Daham,  962=;  O Blaherty, 

9811;  PPKeernan,  9987  ; 2W,  10214;  Btsh ?P«fCwh, 
10398-  Kxile  10420;  Townsend.  10446 ; Clifford,  1045-1; 
B,' ®1 1 «■  biUioHdi,,  U125;  U 2—,  11183. 
Opinions  tliateliaplainsai'cunnwess.yym  lunatic  asjlum.  , 
Giles.  6244;  Macrory,  8076.  Opinions  tliM  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  appoint  chaplains  to  asjlnms  conMning  mmates 
belonging  to  different  religious  percussions,  Stewart,  rail, 
M'Cormac.  7898;  Houston.  7962;  Montgomery,  8034. 
Opinions  that  in  recent  oa.es  religious  ministration  would 
teld  to  disturb  the  mind  of  the  patients,  Jttehson,  8366, 

C"”'£ch^it  to  the  private  asylums  by 
inquiries  are  made  respecting  the  celebration  of  di™eser- 
vice.  White  520.  There  is  much  reason  to  complain  in 
this1  respect  as  to  some  asylums,  ih  522.  The  ™- 
ments  il  private  asylums  as  M attendance  on  rd'grou. 
worship  not  so  satisfactory  as  is  desmable,  Aign.it,  966. 

See  also  Chaplains  in  Drstnet  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Tiiymrrtisnl  of  Patients  from  District  Lunatic  Asylums — The 
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move  him  from  a district  lunatic  asylum  whenever  they 
choose.  Lawler,  11044.  Piclatives  very  often  wish  to  re- 
move persons  from  district  asylums  who  are  dangerous, 
or  who  are  in  a state  of  health  that  ought  to  forbid  then- 
removal.  ib.  Suggestion  that  the  resident  officer  of  a dis- 
trict asylum,  or  the  Board  of  Governors,  should  have  the 
power  of  detaining  such  lunatics  until  they  were  in  a con- 
dition to  be  removed,  ib. 

8ee  also  Bonds  for  Removal  of  Lunatics.  Discharge  of 
Patients  from  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

Remuneration  of  Attendants  in  District  Lunatic  Asylums. 

See  Attendants. 

Remark,  Mr.  William.  Steward  and  General  Superintendent 
if  the  Cork  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  10523-10560. 

Repairs. — The  Governors  of  district  lunatic  asylums  keep 
them  in  repair,  Raddiff,  95. 

Repayments. — Repayment  to  counties  detached  from  old 
districts  of  sums  paid  by  them  towards  the  erection  of 
district  lunatic  asylums,  Raddiff,  105;  Cruise,  143- 
146.  Commission  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  in- 
quire into  such  repayments,  Raddiff,  105;  Cruise,  146. 
Mode  of  repaying  the  sums  expended  on  the  erection  of  a 
district  asylum  by  the  counties  forming  the  district. 
Cruise,  142.  This  repayment  distributed  over  a period  of 
fourteen  years,  xb.  189.  Mode,  of  repaying  the  sums  ad- 
vanced out  of  the  Consolidated  Bund  for  the  maintenance 
of  district  asylums,  Earl  of  Dououghmorc,  6176. 

Reports  of  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums — Reports  on 
district  lunatic  asylums,  &e.,  made  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant every  two  years  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums, White,  209.’  Frequent  private  reports  also  made  to 
the.  Lord  Lieutenant,  ib.  210.  Reports  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Juries,  ib.  211-217.  Annual  reports  on  private 
asylums  made  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lord  Chancellor 
by  the  Inspectors,  ib.  21 0.  Suggestion  that  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums  should  he  obliged  to  make  a report  of 
each  institution,  and  also  general  reports  to  a central  con- 
trolling authority,  Phelirn,  3910-3912. 

Reports  on  Chancery  Lunatics.— Every  committee  of  the 
person  of  a chancery  lunatic  is  bound  to  make  an  annual 
report,  accompanied  by  a medical  certificate  as  to  the 
health,  &c.,  of  the  lunatic,  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Brady, 
11315;  Hancock , 11372,  Copy  rule  made  by  Lord  St. 
Leonards,  when  Chancellor,  as  to  the  contents,  &e.,  of  this 
report,  Hancock  11396. 

Representation  of  Rate-payers  on  Boards  of  Governors.  See 
Rate-payers. 

Residence  of  Lunatics.  See  Register  of  the  Residence  af 
Lunatics. 

Resident  Apothecaries.  See  Apothecaries. 

Resolutions Resolution  of  the  Wexford  Grand  Jury  re- 

specting the  erection  of  a separate  asylum  for  the  county 
of  Wexford.  Doc.  p.  544,  Resolution  of  the  Carlow 
Grand  Jury  against  the  separation  of  Wexford  from  the 
Carlow  District,  ib.  546.  Resolution  of  the  Kildare  Grand 
Jury  to  the  same  effect,  ib.  Resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Londonderry  District  Asylum,  ib.  547. 
Resolution  of  Magistrates  and  Landed  Proprietors  of  the 
County  Donegal,  in  favour  of  the  separation  of  that  county 
from  the  Londonderry  District,  ib.  550. 

Restraint.— The  Privy  Council  rules  require  instruments  of 
restraint  used  in  district  asylums  to  be  kept  by  the  ma- 
nager himself.  White,  6496.  Copy  Privy  Council  rule 
onlliis  subject.  Doc.  v.  528.  The  only  system  of  coercion 
practised  in  district  lunatic  asylums  is  that  of  the  strait 
waistcoat,  muffs,  and  straps,  White,  403.  Witness  has 
found  the  result  of  a system  of  non-ecerc.ion  very  success- 
ful and  very  satisfactory,  ib.  404.  Suggestion  that  there 
should  be  a power  of  putting  persons  of  intemperate  habits 
under  temporary  restraint  during  violent  fits,  i b.  9593. 

See  also  the  different  asylums  under  then-  respective 
titles. 

Returns. — Return  showing  the  number  of  persons  charged 
within  the  Dublin  Police  District  with  being  dangerous 
lunatics,  from  the  month  of  February,  1845,  to  tjie  31st  of 
December,  1856,  Ireland,  3749.  Return  of  the  names  ot 
all  persons  who  have  been  Commissioners  for  the  General 
Control  and  Correspondence  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  &c., 
Doc.  p.  521.  Return  of  the  Officers  of  district  lunatic 
asylums  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  ib.  532.  Re- 
turns relative  to  licensed  houses  and  single  patients,  ib. 
539.  Return  of  the  institutions  visited  by  tbe  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  and  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  to 
each  institution,  ib.  540. 
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Revocation  of  Licences  of  Private  Asylums— -Power  of  tlic 
Lord  Chancellor  to  revoke  licences  of  private  asylums, 
Jacob,  7312.  Return  of  the  number  of  licences  revoked 
under  t'ae  5 & 6 Vic.,  c.  123,  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation.  Doc.  p.  531). 

Reynolds,  John  Esq.,  j.i*.,  «»  Alderman  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

Evidence  of  this  witness,  5388-54 1 9. 

Ria.ll  William  Henry , Esq.,  j.p.,  a Governor  of  the  Clonmel 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6272- 
631)7. 

Richmond  Bridewell. — For  details  as  to  the  detention,  &c., 
of  lunatics  in  Richmond  Bridewell,  see  the  evidence  of 
Marquess , 51)64-5149. 

Richmond  District.— This  district  comprises  the  county  of 
Dublin,  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and 
Louth,  mul  the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  Staunton , 
5205. 

See  also  Dublin  District. 

Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  manager-  of  this 
asylum  is  a non-professional  man,  White,  _ 295.  Is  the 
only  district  asylum  in  which  there  is  a resident  apothe- 
cary, ib.  339.  This  asylum  declared  a district  asylum  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  Rurlclijf  j 1 3. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  condition  of  this 
asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  following  witnesses — 
Wrigley.  1262-1706:  Mollan,  1707-1861;  Tuohill,  1862- 
1914;  Boults,  1915-2039;  Beatty,  2040-2227,  2733- 
2777  ; Fitzsimon , 2228-2390  ; Nwn,  2397-2550;  Wrigley, 
2.551-2701;  Blundell,  2702-2732;  Hughes,  2778-2822; 
Faulkner,  3039-3102;  Beeper,  3103-3147;  Staunton , 
5263-5335 ; Sir  G.  Hudson,  5336-5387. 

Richmond  Lunatic  Acylum,  New — For  details  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  this  asylum,  seethe  evidence  of  Beatty,  2040— 
2227,  2733-2777. 

Rogan,  William , Esq.,  m.b.,  Resident  Physician  of  the  Lon- 
donderry District  Lunutic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 9355-9552. 

Roscommon  Count ij. — This  county  comprised  within  the 
Ballinasloe  District,  Kelly,  9750. 

Rules — Copy  general  rules  for  the  government  of  all  the 
district  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland,  made  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  Due.  p.  527-532.  Rules  and  re- 
gulations for  the  government  of  the  Central  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Dundrum,  ib.  541-543. 


Salaries. — The  salaries  now  given  to  managers  of  district 
lunatic  asylums  not  sufficient,  Phelan,  3859. 

See  also  Superannuation. 

Salt — Disuse,  of  salt  in  the  Maryborough  District  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Burton , 7 1 07.  Dislike  of  the  patients  for  salt, 
ib.  7168. 

Schools. — School  instruction  in  lunatic  asylums  desirable 
as  a means  of  employment,  Conolly,  5811.  Great  im- 
portance of  instruction  as  a curative  menus,  M-Cormac , 
7891.  Opinion  that  every  lunatic  asylum  should  have 
a school  attached  to  it,  Bishop  of  Down,  7921.  Opinion 
that  instruction  is  not  necessary  in  the  case  of  patients  of 
district  asylums,  Montgomery,  8031.  Advantages  of  in- 
structing those  inmates  who  cannot  read  or  write,  Cuming , 
8416;  Fitzgerald,  8618;  Thompson,  9166;  M'Murin , 
10737. 

For  information  as  to  the  proportion  of  patients  in 
district  asylums  who  can  read  and  write,  anil  respecting 
schools,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their  respective 
titles. 

Scotland — The  lunatics  above  the  class  of  paupers  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  are  generally  sent  across  to  Scotland,  Sir 
R.  Ferguson , 5478  ; Stewart,  7682 . The  lunatic  asylmns 
in  Scotland  are  all  of  a mixed  class,  having  both  boarders 
and  paupers,  Stewart,  7682. 

Seclusion — For  information  as  to  how  fur  seclusion  is  prac- 
tised in  the  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Self-supporting  Institutions  for  the  Insane^— The  Bloom- 
field Retreat  is  the  only  self-supporting  institution  for  the 
insane  in  Ireland,  Cusack,  3433.  Suggestion  of  a plan 
of  a self-supporting  asylum,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5476. 
Great  deficiency  of  such  institutions  in.  Ireland,  ib.  5478. 

Sending  Patients  out  on  Tried  — There  is  no  provision  in  the 
law  authorizing  tbe  sending  out  of  patients  from  district 
asylmns  upon  trial  or  probation,  White,  291.  Patients 
are  OGcasionally  sent  out  on  trial,  ib.  Most  desirable  to 
have  such  a provision,  particularly  in  the  cases  of  private 


asylums,  ib.  293.  There  is  such  provision  in  the  law  of 
England,  ib.  293. 

Separate  Asylums. — Power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  estab- 
lish provincial  asylums  for  the  exclusive  reception  of  par- 
ticular classes  of  lunatics,  Nugent,  692.  This  power  1ms 
never  been  exercised,  ib.  691.  Opinions  in  favour  of  the 
erection  of  separate  asylums  for  incurables,  contiguous  to 
the  existing  asylums,  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5491-5496;  F/i/mi 
01)65;  Shed,  til  14,  61  15;  Phipps,  0 1 92  : Macrory,  8083 • 
Fitzgeruld,  8523;  ll'esf.  9090;  Rogan,  9412;  Dillon 
10047.  Opinions  that  the  asylums,  for  incurables  should 
be  in  distinct  localities,  Stewart,  7766;  Houston,  7943. 
Opinion  in  favour  of  a central  asylum  for  incurables 
under  the  control  of  the  Government,  Earl  of  Donongh- 
•morv,  6154;  Gubhett,  8796.  The  erection  of  iimr  provin- 
cial asylums,  for  the  reception  of  chronic  incurable  cases, 
recommended  by  the  Select  Committee,  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1S43,  White,  434.  Additional  buildings,  of  a 
plain  description,  should  bo  erected  in  contiguity  with  the 
exisring  asylums  for  incurables,  ib.  Opinion  that  curable 
eases  only  should  bo.  admitted  into  the  district  asylums, 
and  that  other  institutions  should  lie  built,  for  incurables. 
Phelan,  3822.  Opinion  in  favour  of  the  erection  of  pro- 
vincial asylums  for  incurables,  Ritdl,  6285. 

Settlement  of  Pauper  Lunatics — Recommendation  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Richmond  District  Asylum,  that  dan- 
gerous lunatics  confined  in  gaols  should  be  allocated  to  the 
several  district-  asylums  to  which,  by  previous  residence, 
they  properly  belong,  Sir  G.  Hudson,  5358.  The  vexed 
question  of  settlement  might  arise  in  such  eases,  ib.  5367. 
Opinion  that  the  law  should  he  changed,  so  as  to  confer  on 
some  tribunal  the  power  of  inquiring  where  lunatics  come 
from,  with  a view  to  their  transmission  to  the  asylum  to 
which  they  belonged,  Reynolds,  539.8 ; Blake,  574*4 ; Earl 
of  Donongh mure,  6149.  Advantages  of  such  a svstem, 
Eurl  of  Diiiuwgkinore,  0140. 

Sero'aits Copy  Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of 

servants  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  530. 

See  also  Attendants. 

Sewerage-- For  information  as  to  the  sl  ate  of  the  sewerage 
of  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

S/u-il,  William  James,  Esq.,  si.n.,  f.k.c.s.i.,  Visiting  Physi- 
cian of  the  Clonmel  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  0100-6147. 

Shower-baths — For  information  as  to  the  supply  of  shower- 
baths  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  tlicir  respective  titles. 

Sick  Wards — There  are  in  every  district  lunatic  asylum 
sick  wards  appropriated  to  the  treatment  of  the  sick, 
White,  314. 

Single  Patients — Provision  of  the  law  that  whenever  a 
single  patient  is  received  into  an  unlicensed  house,  notice 
and  certificates  of  insanity  must  ho  transmitted  to  the 
Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  Cusack,  3459.  > - This  pre- 
vision not  generally  complied  with,  Nugent  f 983.  The 
notice  to  the  Inspectors  must  lie  given  within  three 
months,  Cusack,  3460.  Observations  on  the  visitation  of 
single  patients,  ib.  3455-3460.  Opinion  that  the  law 
should  enable  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic  Asylums  to  make 
an  annual  inspection  in  such  eases,  Nugent , 985.  Opinion 
that  there  should  be  a register  of  the  residence  of  every 
lunatic,  or  alleged  lunatic,  Brady,  11355.  Suggestion 
that  parties  having  lunatics,  or  alleged  lunatics,  living 
with  them,  should  be  obliged  to  notify  that _.pueh  persons 
were  in  their  custody,  ib.  11356. 

See  also  Chancery  Lunatics. 

Sites  for  District  Asylums. — Generally  local  bodies  have  no 
voice  in  the  selection  of  a site,  Rudelrff,  27.  Quantity  of 
land  required  for  u sire  settled  on  the  principle «of  allowing 
ten  acres  for  every  hundred  patients,  ib.  24.  Purchase 
money  for  the  site  settled  by  the  inquisitiba  of  a jury, 
ib.  32. 

Size  of  Asylums Opinion  that  in  no  case  an  asylum  should 

have  accommodation  for  more  than  four  or  live  hundred 
patients,  Nugent,  695.  Some  of  the  asylunis'  in  England 
are  too  large,  ib.  Asylums  for  chronic  .ffcsos  might  be 
made  larger  than  those  for  curative  cases;  Chelan,  3967. 
Accumulating  too  large  a number  of  patients  in  one  asy- 
lum is  considered  by  practical  men  inostrybjec,tionablo, 
Steu'art,  7687.  Not  advisable  to  have  nwre  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  pntientsm  one  asylum, 
M'Murai,  10792. 

Sligo  District This  district  comprises  the  counties  of  Sligo 

and  Leitrim,  M’-Munn,  1 06 1 7. 
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Sligo  District  Lunatic  Asylum — For  information  respecting 
the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  fol- 
lowing witnesses — M'Munn,  10615-10854;  Little , 10854- 
10881;  Cogan,  10882-10009;  O'Connor,  10910-10927 ; 
Parke,  10928-10931. 

Sligo  Workhouse — Number  of  lunatics  in  the  Sligo  Work- 
house,  M'Muun , 10691. 

Society  of  Friends. — The  Bloomfield  Retreat  is  supported  by 
the  Society  of  Friends,  Moss , 3709. 

Soldiers,  Insane. — Correspondence  relative  to  the  disposal  of 
insane  soldiers,  Doc.  p.  565. 

South  Biding.  See  North  Riding. 

Spa  Lunatic  Asylum,  Lucan.  See  Lucan  Spa  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum. 

Special  Juries — A special  jury  always  is  summoned  on  in- 
quisitions of  lunacy,  unless  the  Lord  Chancellor  directs  the 
inquiry  to-be  held  before  a common  jury,  Hem,  11-226. 

Specicd  Visitations — Power  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  under  the  Private  Asylums  Act,  to  pay  special 
visits  to  private  asylums,  Nugent,  968;  Jacob,  7320. 
Return  of  the  number  of  special  visitations  directed  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  each  year  since  the  passing  of  the 
Private  Asylums  Act,  Doc.  p.  539. 

St.  Germans,  Lord. — Extracts  from  a memorial  to  Lord  St. 
Germans  from  the  Governors  of  the  Belfast  District  Luna- 
tic Asylum,  Montgomery , 8034. 

St.  Leonards,  Lord. — Alterations  made  in  Swift’s  Hospital 
in  consequence  of  representations  of  Lord  St.  Leonards, 
Cum  mug , 32G3.  Minute  of  Lord  St.  Leonards  as  to 
certain  books  in  Swift’s  Hospital,  Abbott,  5001.  Copy 
order  made,  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  as  to  the  contents  of 
the  reports  of  Committees  of  the  persons  of  lunatics,  Han- 
cock, 11396. 

St.  PutridiS  Hospital.  Sue  SuijVs  Hospital. 

Stanley,  TF.,  E . Secretory  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

— Copy  letter  from  Mr.  Stanley  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Doc.  p.  549. 

Staunton,  Michael,  Esq.,  Collector- General  of  Rates  for  the 
City  of  Dublin — Evidence  of  this  witness,  5263-5335. 

State,  The. — Opinion  that  criminal  and  pauper  lunaticsshould 
be  charged  upon  the  Slate  generally,  Staunton,  5427. 
Opinions  on  the  question  how  far  the  State  should  make 
provision  for  lunatics  who  are  not  paupers,  Sir  R.  Ferguson, 
547 G ; Ferguson,  7514.  Propriety  of  State  interference  to 
prevent  extension  of  lunacy,  Ferguson,  7519-7521. 

Statements — Statement  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  visiting 
physicians  attached  to  district  lunatic  asylums,  O'Meara, 
6701.  Statement  of  the  duties  of  Inspectors  of  Lunatics, 
and  of  then’  office1,  Doe.  p.  534-539.  Statement  of  the 
number  of  institutions  visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics, 
and  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  each  institution,  ib. 
540.  Statement  made  by  the  Governors  of  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum  in  reply  to  a letter  of  the  Com- 
missioners, o.  551.  Statement  showing  the  various  items 
included  in  the  general  disbursement  for  medicines  from 
April,  1855,  to  the  8 1st  March,  1856,  in  Swift’s  Hospital, 
Doe.  p.  565. 

Statistics  of  Lunatics. — The  wandering  class  of  lunatics 
amounts  to  over  seven  thousand  persons,  White,  427. 
Two  thousand  lunatics  are  confined  m gaols,  ib.  Number 
of  lunatics  in  Ireland  in  1851,  according  to  the  Census 
Commissioners,  Phelan,  3807.  According  to  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Lunatic  Asylums,  ib.  3808.  Number  of  lunatics 
under  official  supervision  in  1855,  ib.  3809.  The  number 
of  lunatics  ia  public  asylums ; in  workhouses ; in  gaols,  ib. 
3812-3814. 

Steward.  See  Lay  Managers. 

Stewart , Henry  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.i.,  Governor 
of  the  House  of  Industry,  Dublin. — Evidence  of  this  witness, 
1059-1157. 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Mary,  Matron  of  the  Belfast  District  Lunatic 
Asylum Evidence  of  this  witness,  8142-8187- 

Stewart,  Robert,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Resident  Physiciun  of  the  Belfast 
District  Luna  Asylum.  Evidence  of  this  witness,  7 646- 
7853. 

Storekeeper. Privy  Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  clerks 

and  storekeepers  in  district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p. 
529. 

Stuart,  Hon.  Andrew  G.,  i p.,  dx.— -Evidence  of  tliis  witness, 
9279-9287. 


Sub-Committees  of  Governors. — In  some  district  asylums 
the  Boards  of  Governors  have  appointed  sub'-eom- 
mittees  to  look  after  those  details  winch  could  not  be 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  General  Board,  White, 
273.  The  practice  has  been  attended  with  beneficial 
results,  ib.  274.  Sub-Committees  of  Governors  or  Visit- 
ing Committees  contemplated  by  the  Privy  Council  rules 
of  1843,  Staunton,  5274.  There  is  a sub-committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Kilkenny  Board.  Lalor , 6779.  One  in 
Sligo,  Cogan,  10887- 

Suffolk  Asylum — Opinion  of  the  physician  of  this  asylum 
against  the  appointment  of  chaplains  in  lunatic  asylums 
referred  to,  Montgomery,  8036. 

Siigden,  Sir  Edicard.  See  St.  Leonards , Lord. 

Suicide  Cases. — F or  information  as  to  the  precautions  taken 
against  suicide  cases  in  the  district  asylums,  see  the  dif- 
ferent asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Superannuation. — Power  given  by  a late  Act  of  Parliament 
to  the  Boards  of  Governors  of  district  lunatic  asylums 
of  superannuating  the  officers.  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5529. 
Previously  to  this  Act  there  was  no  power  of  superannua- 
tion whatever,  Stewart,  7705.  The  scale  of  salaries  as 
fixed  by  this  Act  is  too  low,  ib.  7703 ; Houston,  7942. 
Letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  Limerick  Asylum  as  to  the 
pei-sons  who  come  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  Doc.  p. 
554. 


Superseding  Commissions  of  Lunacy. — Remarks  on  the  faci- 
lities for  superseding  commissions  of  lunacy,  Brady, 
11360-11362. 


Surgical  Attendance. — Generally  ihe  visiting  physician  of 
district  lunatic  asylums  performs  the  duty  of  surgeon: 
visiting  |.!iysic-::‘iw  are  generally  both  surgeons  and 
pliysii iau.-,  it 'bil.-,  346.  Cases  where  the  visiting  physician 
i>  imt  a surgeon,  ib.  347-319.  Desirable  that" physicians 
to  district  asylums  should  have  a surgical  degree,  ib.  348. 
Tlie  appointment  of  a mere  -iivgeon,  as  visiting  medical 
attendant  of  an  asylum,  is  not  a sufficient  compliance  with 
the  rules  requiring  a physician  to  be  appointed,  ib.  363. 


Swift.  Rev.  Richard  Meade.  Protestant _ Chaplain  of  the 
Omagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 9288-9304. 


Swift's  Hospital. — Is  a mixed  hospital  for  poor  and  paying 
patients,  Nugent,  861.  Is  one  of  the  two  charitable  in- 
stitutions for  the  insane  in  Ireland,  Phelan,  388S.  Copy 
Charter  for  erecting  and  endowing  this  hospital  Doc.p. 
562. 

For  further  information  as  to  the  condition  of  this 
asylum,  see  the  evidence  of  the  following  witnesses,  Cum- 
■whig,  3213-3363;  Yeates,  3364-3375;  Cusack,  3376- 
3460;  Croker,  3461-3479;  Dobbin,  34S0-3526:  Abbott, 
4038-5016. 


T. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Dr The  establishment  of  a charitable  institu- 

tion for  poor  lunatics  of  the  middle  classes  originally  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Taylor,  Fitzpatrick,  5253. 

Taxation  of  the  City  of  Dublin — Observations  on  the  pro- 

Sressive  increase  in  t he  taxation  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  for 
ic  support  of  the  Richmond  District  Asylum,  Reynolds, 
5390.  Remedies  to  prevent  this  progressive  increase  pro- 
posed, ib.  5398.  The  City  of  Dublin  overcharged  for  the 
maintenance  of  lunatics,  Muunsell,  5425. 

Tidmarsh,  James  M.,  Esq.,  t.c.,  a Governor  of  the  Kilkenny 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  6943- 
6973. 

Thompson,  David,  Esq.,  j.p.,  a Governor  of  the  Maryborough 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  7357- 
7378. 

Thompson,  Henry, Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  of  the  Omagh 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  9116— 
9177. 

Tipperary  County. — The  Clonmel  District  Asylum  built  for 
the  whole  of  Tipperary,  Moore,  5904.  Additional  lunatic 
accommodation  required  in  this  district,  White,  471; 
Nugent,  713.  Small  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the 
Clonmel  Asylum  from  the  North  Riding  of  Tipperary, 
Nugent,  715.  Opinion  that  the  Clonmel  Asylum  should 
he  enlarged,  or  a new  asylum  built  at  Nenagh  for  the 
North  Riding,  WXife,  473. 
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Town  Councils Opinion  tjiat  a curtain  number  of  the 

Governors  of  district  lunatic  asylums  should  be  nomin- 
ated by  local  bodies,  such  as  Town  Councils,  Reynolds, 
5408  : Tidmarsh , 6944 ; Cane,  697G.  Resolution  of  the 
- Town  Council  of  Limerick  as  to  the  ehargcabihty  of 
• lunatics,  Doc.  p.  552. 

Toumsend,  Horatio,  Esq.,  J.F.,  D.n.,  a -Governor  of  the  Cork 
District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  tins  witness, 
10423-10458. 

Trades Desire  of  the  Governors  of  the  Omagh  District 

Asylum  to  have  a trade  taught  to  the  inmates  of  the 
asylum,  Porter,  9219.  . 

See  also  the  different  asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Tranquil  Incurable  Cases.  See  Incurables.  "Workhouses. 
Treasury. — Irregularity  committed  in  applying  for  issues  of 
money  to  the  Treasury  instead  of  to  the  Privy  Council, 
Radcliff,  79. 

Treatment  of  Patients  in  District  Lunatic  Asylums.— Copy- 
Privy  Council  rides  as  to  the  treatment  of  patients  in 
district  lunatic  asylums,  Doc.  p.  527.  52S. 

For  details  as  to  the  treatment  of  patients  in  the  district 
lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their 
respective  "titles. 

Trevelyan,  Sir  C.  E.,  k.c.b. — Copy  letter  from  Sir  C.  Tre- 
velyan to  the  Commissioners,  Doc.  p.  55G. 

Trial.  See  Sciuling  Patients  out  oh  Trial. 

Tuokill,  Richard,  Esq.,  m.d.,  F.n.c.s.i.,  one  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  Richmowl  District  Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of 
this  witness,  1862-1914. 

Tyrone  County. — This  county  formerly  comprised  within  the 
Londonderry  District,  Rogan,  9372.  Is  now  included 
within  the  Omagh  District,  IFesi,  8890. 

U. 

Union  Workhouses.  See  Wo  Mouses. 

Unlicensed  Houses. — Provision  of  the  law  that  in  all  cases 
where  insane  persons  are  received  into  unlicensed  houses, 
notice,  &c.,  shall  be  given  to  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  Nugent,  983.  This  provision  of  the  law  not 
generally  complied  with,  ib.  This  notice  must  now  be 
given  within  three  months,  Cusack,  3460.  Return  of  the 
number  of  single  patients  in  unlicensed  houses,  &c.,  Doc.p. 
539. 

See  also  Private  Houses. 

Urgent  Cases. — The  Managers  of  district  lunatic  asylums 
have  the  power  of  admitting  cases  proved  to  be  urgent, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  White, 
241. 

V. 

Ventilation For  information  as  to  the  state  of  ventilation 

of  district  lunatic  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums 
under  their  respective  titles. 

Violence , Fits  of. — Opinion  that  there  should  he  a power  of 
putting  persons  of  intemperate  habits  under  temporary' 
restraint  during  fits  of  violence,  White , 9593. 

Violent  Lunatics. — There  are  many  violent  lunatics  detained 
in  workhouses,  Nugent,  749.  Objectionable  course  adopted 
in  some  workhouses  of  committing  irritable  lunatics  to 
gaols  as  dangerous,  ib. 

Visitation  Books. — In  all  the  district  asylums  the  regular 
Daily  Book  has  a column  for  recording  the  attendance  of 
all  the  officers,  and  the  length  of  each  visit,  White,  300. 

Visitations.  See  Chancery  Lunatics.  Inspection  of  Lunatics. 
Single  Patients.  Special  Visitations. 

Visiting  Committees  of  Governors.  See  Sub- Committees  of 
Governors. 

Visiting  Physicians. — The  visiting  physician  of  each  district 
asylum  is  obliged  to  attend  three  times  a week  where  the 
number  of  patients  is  under,  and  every  day  where  the 
number  is  over  two  hundred  and  fifty,  White,  298.  State- 
ment as  to  the  necessity  of  having  a visiting  physician  at- 
tached to  each  district  asylum,  O'Meara,  6701.  Desk-able 
that  the  visiting  physician  of  a lunatic  asylum  should  be  in 
general  practice,  White,  3e8 ; Nugent,  615  : Phelan,  3S54; 
Rogan,  9363.  Opinion  that  the  authority  of  the  visiting 
physician  should  be  paramount  in  cases  of  bodily  disease, 
White,  330.  Visiting  physician,  when  absent,  must  sup- 
ply a competent  medical  man  as  his  substitute,  Nugent , 


630.  The  visits  of  the  physicians  of  the  district  asylums 
are  recorded  in  tlie  Daily  Book,  White,  300.  Copy  Privy 
Council  rules  as  to  the  duties  of  visiting  physicians,  Doc.  p 
529. 

For  information  as  to  the  relative  position  of  the 
managers  and  visiting  physicians  of  the  district  lunatic 
asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under  their  respective 
titles. 

Visits  pf  Inspectors  of  Lunatics — Return  of  the  number  ot 
institutions  visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatics  in  Ire- 
land, and  of  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  each  institution 
by  each  Inspector  during  the  year  1856,  Doc.  p.  540. 

Visits  of  Medical  Officers  to  Lunatic  Asylums Suggestion 

as  to  the  visits  of  "medical  officers  to  lunatic  asylums,  Moss, 
3744. 

W. 

RVgcs The  wages  generally  given-  to  attendants  in  district 

lunatic  asylums  not  sufficient  to  secure  the,  services  of 
competent  servants,  White,  491.  Highly  advisable  that 
tlie  wages  in  district  asylums  should  be  raised  in  order 
to  secure  a better  class  of  attendants  and  servants,  Nugent, 
624.  Recommendation  that  the  remuneration  of  attend- 
ants and  servants  should  be  based  upon  a system  of  annual 
increase,  depending  upon  good  conduct,  ib.  G25.  This 
plan  of  promotion  has  been  adopted  in  the.  Dundrum 
Asylum,  ib. 

Wall,  Res.  Patrick,  P.P.  of  Ardmore,  Roman  Catholic  Chap- 
lain of  the  Waterford  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  5816-5828. 

Wandering  Lunatics — The  wandering  class  of  lunatics 
amounts  to  over  seven  thousand  persons,  White,  427.  Asy- 
lums are  the  proper  places  for  tho  detention  of  lunatics, 
whether  dangerous  or  otherwise,  ib.  425.  Confining  luna- 
tics would  chock  the  propagation  of  insanity,  Nugent.,  660. 
A magistrate  has  no  power  to  send  a wandering  lnnatie  to  an 
asylum,  White,  4.53.  In  England  a magistrate  has  this 
power.  Sir  R.  Ferguson,  5449.  Desirable  that  a similar 
provision  should  be  introduced  into  the  Irish  law,  ib. 
Wandering  idiots  should  be  provided  for  in  less  costly 
institutions  than  the  district  lunatic  asylums,  Nugent, 
673. 

Wundesforde,  Hon.  Charles  B.  S.,3.v.,v.T*,  a Governor  of  the 
Kilkenny  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this  wit- 
ness, 6737-6742. 

Want.  Book One  of  the  hooks  required  by  the  Privy  Council 

rules  to  lie  kept  in  every  district  lunatic  asylum,  Doc.  p. 
528.  Its  contents,  ib. 

Wards,  Sick.  See  Sick  Wards. 

Washing  of  Patients. — For  information  as  to  the  washing  of 
paticuts  in  the  district  lunatic  asylums,  sec  the  different 
asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Water,  Supply  of. — For  details  as  to  the  supply  of  water  in 
the  district  asylums,  see  the  different  asylums  under 
their  respective  titles. 

Water-closets. — For  information  as  to  the  number  and  state 
of  the  water-closets  in  the  district  lunatic  asylums,  see 
the  different  asylums  under  their  respective  titles. 

Waterford  City. — Large  numbers  of  paupers  transmitted  from 
England  to  Waterford,  Blake,  5748. 

Waterford  County.— Number  of  lunatics  at  large  in  die 
county  of  Waterford,  Newport , 5705. 

Waterford  District.— This  district  comprises  the  county  and 
county  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  Dobbs,  5555. 

Waterford  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — For  information  re- 
specting the  condition  of  this  asylum,  see  the  evidence  of 
the  following  witnesses,  Dobbs,  5554-5661 ; Bell,  5662- 
5677;  Houre,  5678-5700;  Newport,  5701-5725;  Blake, 
5726-5754;  Connolly , 5755-5815;  Wall,  5816-5828; 
Muckcsy,  5829-5845;  Keary,  5846-5885;  Flynn , 5886- 
5901. 

West,  Francis  John,  Esq.,  m.d.,  Manager  anil  Resident  Phy- 
sician of  the  Omagh  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence 
of  this  witness,  8889-9115,  9271-9278. 

Westmeath  County.— This  county  formerly  comprised  within 
the  Maryborough  District,  Burton,  7075.  Is  now  included 
within  the  Mullingar  District,  ib.  7076. 
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Wexford  County. — This  county  is  comprised  within  the 
Carlow  District,  White,  6312.  Lunacy  very  prevalent  in 
this  county,  White,  464.  Recommendation  that  this 
county  should  be  detached  from  the  Carlow  District,  and 
have  an  asylum  of  its  own,  ih.  462 ; Nugent,  682.  -Memorial 
of  the  IV  exford  G rand  Jury  to  the  Lon  l Lieutenant  praying 
for  a lunatic  asylum  at  Wexford,  Doc.  p.  .543.  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Wexford  Grand  Jury  respecting  the  erection  of 
a lunatic  asylum,  ih.  544. 

White,  Barnwell  Peter , Esq.,  m.d.,  Visiting  Physician  oj  the 
Londonderry  District  Lunatic  Asylum. — Evidence  of  this 
witness,  9553-0599. 

1 Vhite,  Francis,  Esq.,  r.r.-c.s.i.,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums  in  Ireland. — Evidence  of  this  witness,  202-538. 

White,  Matthew  Esmond'!,  Esq..  ,t.i\,  Manager  of  the 
Carlow  District  Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this  wit- 

ness, 0308-6528. 

Wicklow  County. — Tliis  county  is  comprised  within  the  Dublin 
or  Richmond  District,  Staunton,  5265. 

Wilkinson,  George,  Esq.,  lute  Architect,  to  the  Poor  Low 
Commissioners  in  Ireland. — Evidence  of  this  witness. 
11283-11303. 

Winslow,  Forhcs,  Dr. — Quotation  from  the  Lettsomian 
Lectures  delivered  by  Dr.  Winslo.v,  Montgomery,  8036. 

Workhouses — The  8 and  9 Vic.,  e.  107,  requires  all  work- 
houses  in  which  there  may  lie,  or  alleged  to  be,  any 
lunatics,  to  be  visited  once  in  each  year  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Lunatic  Asylums,  White,  217.  Impracticable  to  make 
an  annual  inspection  of  the  entire  of  the  poorliouscs,  ih. 
The  Inspectors  visit  those  which  are  crowded,  or  contain 
several  lunatics  or  urgent  cases,  ih.  Objectionable  course 
jjursned  in  some  workhouses  of  committing  irritable  luna- 
tics to  gaol  as  dangerous,  ih.  429.  Not  desirable  to  mix 
up  lunatics  with  paupers  in  a workhouse,  Nugent,  696. 
No  attendants  familiar  with  the  treatment  of  lunatics  are 
assigned  to  take  care  of  the  insane,  in  workhouses,  ih.  745. 
Lunatics  may  be  considered  a neglected  class  in  work- 
houses,  Phelan,  3940.  No  classification  of  the  insane  in 
workhouses  with  respect  to  their  disease,  ih.  3937.  The 
law  gives  no  power  to  the  Poor  Law  Authorities  to  remove 


a pauper  direct  into  an  asylum,  ih.  3943.  No  duty  rests 
upon  any  officer  of  a workhouse  to  take  measures  for-  the 
removal  of  lunatics  to  an  asylum,  White,  430.  There  . is 
no  special  dietary  for  the  inmates  of  insane  wards  in  work- 
houses,  Nugent,  752.  Thu  accommodation  for  lunatics  in. 
v.-orkhouses  very  insufficient,  ih.  ‘736.  In  what  respects 
deficient,  ih.  737-741.  Treatment  of  lunatics  in  work- 
houses, ih.  742-7-59 ; Crawford,  8998-400S.  No  visita- 
tion books  kept  in  workhouses,  Nugent ; .755.  Mode  in 
which  eases  of  lunacy  are  removed  from,  workhouses  to 
asylums,  1 Vhite,  42S.  Number  of  workhouses  in  Ireland, 
Bank.:,  1053.  Opinions  that  workhouses  are  unsuitable 
places  for  the  detention  of  lunat-ies,  White,  426;  Nugent, 
697 ; Phelan,  3935 ; Sir  G.  Hudson,  5350 ; Sir  B.  Fer- 
guson, 547 1 ; Shell,  6120;  Earl  of  Donoitgltmore,  6162 ; 
Naught,  6608;  Duckett,  6647;  Tidmnrsli,  6972;  Jacob, 
727S:  Stewart,  7695;  Macrory,  8079;  Patou,  8464; 
Dobbin,  84S6 ; Bogun,  9387  : Kelly,  9759 ; O' Flaherty, 
9707 ; Dillon,  10080;  Power,  10169;  Hobart,  10378; 
M'Muiai,  10653.  Opinions  that  quiet  incurable  cases 
might  bo  kept  in  workhouses.  Cron  ford,  4019;  Lawler, 
10945;  Mwjihy,  1 1082 ; Leahy,  11148;  Power,  11248. 
No  classification  of  lunatics  beyond  that  of  sexes  possible 
in  workhouses,  Phelan,  3936 ; Crawford,  3995.  Return 
of  the  workhouses  visited  by  the  Inspectors  of  Lunatic 
Asylums,  and  of  the  number  ’ of  visits  paid  to  each  during 
. the  year  1856,  Doc.  p.  540.  Correspondence  relative  to 
lunatics  iu  workhouses,  ih.  559. 

Worship,  Divine.  See  Divine  Service. 

Wrighy,  Samuel,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Bichmond  District 
Lunatic  Asylum Evidence  of  this  witness,  1202-1706. 

Wrigley,  Mrs.  Catherine,  Matron  of  the  Bichmond  District 
Lunatic  Asylum — Evidence  of  this  witness,  2551-2701. 

Writs  of  Inquiry. — Proceedings  on  the  issuing  of  writs  of 
inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  mind  of  lunatics,  or  aliened  luna- 
tics. Heun , 1118S-1 1204. 

See  also  Commissions  of  Lunacy. 


Ycatcs,  John  B.  £.,  Esq.,  Accountant  to  Swift's  Hospital. — 
Evidence  of  this  witness,  33G4-3375. 
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